
Friday,  september  25, 2020 4000 rieL

Is
su

e 
N

u
M

Be
R 

35
07

Intelligent . In-depth . Independent www.phnompenhpost.com

Unlocking investment  
potential in Cambodia

Don’t miss our 

Special Report
Inside     page 8-9

Praise and 
brickbats for 
cambodian 
constitution
natIonal – page 3

kingdom and us 
discuss covid 
funding to 
rebuild economy
busIness – page 7

north korea 
‘shot dead’ 
south defector 
in its waters
WoRlD – page 11

modern dining 
away from 
bustle, with a 
nod to the Past
lIfestyle – page 14

Khorn Savi

T
HE Group of the 47 
Least Developed 
Countries (LDC 
Group) on Wednes-

day appealed to the UN Gen-
eral Assembly (UNGA 75) for 
cooperation to solve the glob-
al climate crisis and the need 
for aid to ensure they can 

achieve their climate goals.
LDC Group chair Sonam 

P Wangdi said as the world 
grapples with the Covid-19 
pandemic and the worsening 
climate crisis, international 
cooperation has never been 
more important.

He said world leaders 
needed to step up to respond 
collectively to the crises.

“As leaders come together 
to work on solutions for a 
world crisis, it’s imperative 
that the climate emergency 
remains at the forefront of 
considerations. Plans for 
economic recovery must be 
aligned with the aims of the 
Paris Agreement and Sustain-
able Development Goals. 

“Leaders must make deep 

cuts to global emissions ur-
gently, while at the same 
time increase support to vul-
nerable countries in efforts 
to adapt to climate change 
and build the resilience of at-
risk communities.

“A safer and more prosper-
ous future for all is possible,

LDC Group appeals 
for aid in climate fight
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Man in court for raping in-law
Kim Sarom

BATTAMBANG provincial 
police sent a man to court on 
Thursday for allegedly raping 
his 14-year-old sister-in-law.

Bun Vannara, the head of the 
Anti-Human Trafficking and 
Juvenile Protection Bureau in 
the province, told The Post on 
Thursday that the 34-year-old 
suspect allegedly raped the 
child more than 10 times in 
Phnom Proek district’s Pich 
Chenda commune.

Commune police chief Eab 

Mao said the suspect’s wife 
told police that at around 6pm 
on Tuesday, she went into the 
house and saw her husband 
taking off her underage sister’s 
shirt. The suspect stopped and 
rushed out of the house.

After the incident, the vic-
tim told her that her brother-
in-law had consistently raped 
her over the past three 
months and threatened to 
kill her if she told anyone.

During questioning, the 
suspect admitted to raping 
his sister-in-law.

“Because statements by the 
suspect and those of the vic-
tim are consistent, they 
prove that the suspect raped 
the victim,” Mao said.

He said the victim was sent to 
the district referral hospital so a 
doctor could examine her for 
results to be produced in court.

Am Sam Ath, the deputy 
head of the investigation pro-
gramme at rights group Licad-
ho, said on Thursday that there 
is a growing concern about 
rape and sexual abuse of chil-
dren, the use of violence against 

them and child labour.
The organisation found 

cases of violence and sexual 
abuse against children 
between January and Septem-
ber numbered about 100.

Nat iona l Ca mbod ia n 
Council for Children (NCCC) 
secreta r y-genera l Nhep 
Sopheap told The Post on 
Thursday that addressing 
the issues require the par-
ticipation of all relevant 
institutions including NGOs, 
local authorities, parents 
and children themselves.

Rare sight
eld’s deer, known by its scientific name as Rucervus eldii, was recently photographed for the first time in five years in the  
sambor Wildlife sanctuary, a nature reserve in the Mekong flooded forest landscape in Kratie province. WWF

World’s 
workers 
lost $3.5T 
to Covid 
THE coronavirus pandemic 
is taking a heavier toll on jobs 
than previously feared, the 
UN said on Wednesday, with 
hundreds of millions of jobs 
lost and workers suffering a 
“massive” drop in earnings.

In a fresh study, the Inter-
national Labour Organisa-
tion (ILO) found that by the 
mid-year point, global 
working hours had declined 
by 17.3 per cent compared 
to last December – equiva-
lent to nearly 500 million 
full-time jobs.

That is nearly 100 million 
more job-equivalents than 
the number forecast by the 
ILO back in June when it 
expected 14 per cent of 
working hours to be lost by 
the end of the second three-
month period of the year.

“The impact has been 
catastrophic,” ILO chief Guy 
Ryder told reporters in a vir-
tual briefing, pointing out 
that global labour income 
had shrunk by 10.7 per cent 
during the first nine months 
of the year compared to the 
same period last year.

That amounts to a drop of 
some $3.5 trillion, or 5.5 per 
cent of the overall global 
gross domestic product 
(GDP), the ILO said.

Since surfacing in China 
late last year, the novel 
coronavirus has killed near-
ly one million people world-
wide out of the more than 
31 million infected.

In addition to the health 
challenges, lockdowns, 
travel restrictions and other 
measures taken to rein in 
the virus have had a devas-
tating impact on jobs and 
income across the globe.

The ILO also warned that 
the outlook for the final 
three months of 2020 had 
“worsened significantly” 
since its last report in June.

The organisation had pre-
viously forecast that global 
working hours would be 4.9 
per cent lower in the fourth 
quarter than a year earlier. 
But it said it now expected 
an 8.6 per cent drop, which 
corresponds to 245 million 
full-time jobs.

It said workers in develop-
ing and emerging economies, 
especially those in informal
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Mom Kunthear

ELD’S deer, known by its sci-
entific name as Rucervus eldii, 
was recently photographed 
for the first time in five years 
in the Sambor Wildlife Sanc-
tuary, a nature reserve in the 
Mekong Flooded Forest Land-
scape in Kratie province.

A World Wildlife Fund 
(WWF) press release on 
Thursday said camera traps 
captured images of four of 
the deer, an event that raises 
hopes for the conservation of 
the endangered species in the 
country and region.

The species is listed as endan-
gered in Cambodia’s Forestry 
Law and is listed on the Inter-
national Union for Conserva-
tion (IUCN) of Nature Red List.

Conservationists are thrilled 
to see the rare images of Eld’s 
deer roaming the Sambor 
Wildlife Sanctuary, as they 
examined 1,710 photographs 
produced between August 
and September by the camera 
traps that were deployed at 
different locations in the sanc-
tuary which covers 50,093ha. 

Aside from Eld’s deer, the 
photographs documented the 
presence of red muntjacs, wild 
pigs, small Indian civets, com-
mon palm civets, and large 
bird species such as the en-
dangered green peafowl and 
vulnerable lesser adjutant.

WWF country director Seng 
Teak said: “The photographs 
provide evidence that our 
conservation efforts are pay-
ing off, raising hopes for the 
protection of the animal in 
the country and region. 

“We commend all law en-
forcement actors for regularly 
patrolling the wildlife sanctu-
ary and reinforcing the imple-
mentation of the protected 
areas and Forestry Laws.

“These efforts are a major 
deterrent to forest and wild-
life crimes, thus helping wild-
life to be free from fear and 
stress as they live in a safe en-
vironment of the sanctuary.”

Ministry of Environment 
spokesman Neth Pheaktra told 
The Post on Thursday that it 
was delighted about the dis-

covery of the four Eld’s deer 
and thanked all relevant parties 
involved in the protection and 
conservation of natural wildlife 
resources in Cambodia.

“The presence in Cambo-
dian protected areas of Eld’s 
deer, which is an endangered 
species in the world, con-
firms the effectiveness of the 
conservation and prevention 
of natural resource crimes, 
especially that of hunting an-
imals and wildlife trapping,” 
Pheaktra said.

He said the ministry, to-
gether with relevant authori-
ties, continue to implement 
the rules of protection and 
conservation of protected 
areas under its management 
with a sense of responsibil-
ity and acts on all natural re-
source crimes.

In the first six months of this 
year, ministry rangers conduct-
ed 13,804 patrols and cracked 
down on 3,689 cases. Of them, 
329 were sent to court. Author-
ities also confiscated 2,578 ve-
hicles while fines were issued 
in 433 of the cases. 

At this point, Pheaktra said 
the ministry recognises that 
despite efforts to prevent and 
crack down on crimes day and 
night, small-scale natural re-
source crimes still occur. The 
ministry will continue to co-
operate with relevant authori-
ties to crack down and further 
prevent wildlife crimes.

The ministry said Cambo-
dia is rich in biodiversity. It 
includes 123 species of mam-
mals, 545 species of birds, 88 
species of reptiles, 2,308 spe-
cies of vascular plants, 874 spe-
cies of fish, 24 species of hard 
coral, 14 species of soft coral, 
10 species of seagrass and 63 
species of sea mammals.

There are still plants and 
animals that have yet to be 
identified as well.

A report on endangered spe-
cies released by the IUCN in 
2015 showed that the remain-
ing Eld’s deer population is 
scattered around the world. 
It is estimated that there are 
less than 700 of them left, with 
very few living in protected 
forest areas in Cambodia.

Australian ambassador Pablo Kang meets Minister of Justice Koeut Rith at the ministry on Tuesday. Justice Ministry
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Arrests over ‘incitement’ in 
line with law, minister says
Niem Chheng

JUSTICE Minister Koeut 
Rith told Australian am-
bassador Pablo Kang that 
any arrests carried out by 

Cambodian authorities were 
in line with Cambodian laws. 

Rith said this in response to 
concerns voiced by Kang at a 
Tuesday meeting.

Fourteen people have been 
arrested since July and charged 
with incitement for their 
comments about Cambodia-
Vietnam border demarcation. 
Those arrested included union 
leader Rong Chhun and the 
president of the Khmer Win 
Party, Soung Sophorn, along 
with supporters who protested 
for their release.

A day after the meeting, Kang 
tweeted: “I caught up with Jus-
tice Minister Koeut Rith yes-
terday.  I raised at length our 
concerns over the recent spate 
of arrests of activists.”

Rith told Kang the rights 
and freedoms of an individ-
ual must be exercised within 
the framework of the law. 
Those who enjoy those rights 
beyond the line and affect 
other people have to be held 

accountable before the law. 
“Laws in each country are not 

the same due to the social con-
text and the country’s history. 
In a historical context, border 
issues are controversial in Cam-
bodia. Incitement and falsify-
ing information about borders 
has already put Cambodia in 
wars and instability for three 
decades,” Rith told Kang.

In Cambodia, he said, it is il-
legal to falsify the truth about 
border issues to cause social 
chaos and destroy peace and 
stability. He said that is not an 
exercise of freedom of expres-
sion.

“Cambodia adheres to the 
rule of law. Therefore, Cambo-
dia has to enforce its law against 
any wrong-doing to ensure so-
cial security and public order.

“This is done for the sake 
of the public. In a democratic 
country, any individual who 
is arrested has full rights to 
defend themselves or have 
lawyers to defend them in 
court,” Rith said.

Referring to protests de-
manding the release of Chhun, 
the minister said such an action 
was regarded as putting pres-
sure on a legal enforcement 

institution. Such action was il-
legal and against the principle 
of the rule of law, he said.

The Ministry of Justice web-
site said Rith and Kang also 
talked about  Australian sup-
port to Cambodia. Rith thanked 
the Australian government for 
its contribution to Cambodia 
in many sectors, including in 
health and agriculture.

Australia has also assisted 
Cambodia in the develop-
ment of legal documents, 
including a law on mutual as-
sistance in criminal affairs.

Kang lauded good coopera-
tion between the two nations, 
especially in the fights against 
money laundering, child exploi-
tation, and transnational crimes. 
And he applauded the ministry’s 
effort in solving congestion at all 
courts of first instance.

An Australian Embassy 
spokesperson told The Post 
on Wednesday that Kang 
raised his ongoing discus-
sions with Cambodian min-
isters, including Rith, on legal 
and human rights issues.

“Rith and Kang had an ex-
tensive discussion which cov-
ered a range of issues, includ-
ing recent arrests. It would not 

be appropriate to reveal the 
details of these discussions.

“Kang congratulated Cam-
bodia on the historic passing 
of new laws to combat prolif-
eration financing and facili-
tate mutual legal assistance.

“Australia, through our De-
partment of Home Affairs and 
the Attorney-General’s De-
partment, was pleased to pro-
vide drafting support for these 
laws,” the spokesperson said.

The embassy said Australia 
stood ready to support Cam-
bodia to implement these laws, 
including assisting the Ministry 
of Justice to deliver a workshop 
next month to train officials on 
Cambodia’s new mutual legal 
assistance laws.

Australia will provide techni-
cal assistance to support the 
Ministry of Justice in preparing 
relevant sub-decrees under the 
counter-proliferation financing 
law, the spokesperson said.

The spokesperson said the 
country will also support the 
Ministry of Interior to prepare 
guidance materials to promote 
consistent application of the 
counter-proliferation financ-
ing law, once relevant sub-de-
crees have been issued.

Endangered Eld’s deer 
spotted for first time in 
Kratie after five years 

PM requests Russia’s Covid vaccine
Khorn Savi

PRIME Minister Hun Sen has 
requested that Russia provide 
Cambodia with its Covid-19 vac-
cine after the former announced 
it planned on mass vaccinating 
its population next month.

The request came on Thurs-
day through the prime minis-
ter’s Facebook page as he met 
with Anatoly borovik, the new-
ly-appointed Russian ambas-
sador to Cambodia.

In the Facebook post, Hun 
Sen congratulated Russia on 
developing its vaccine. He said 
it would help the world in its 
fight against the disease, which 
has disrupted the economies, 
societies and relations between 
many of the world’s countries.

The post read: “In the mean-

time, Samdech Techo [Hun Sen] 
requested Russia to provide a 
Covid-19 vaccine to Cambodia 
to help with the containment of 
the virus in the country.”

In mid-August, less than two 
months after vaccine trials 
started, President Vladimir 
Putin announced that his coun-
try had developed a Covid-19 
vaccine named Sputnik-V and 
approved it for use in Russia. 
The country plans on vaccinat-
ing its people next month.

but some experts expressed 
concern about the safety of the 
vaccine because the trial period 
was so short. The UN also insist-
ed that Russia respect the inter-
national principles of develop-
ing any potential vaccine.

However, Cambodia’s Minis-
try of Health spokesperson Or 

Vandine previously confirmed 
that   Cambodia would take a 
Covid-19 vaccine from any 
country only if it was recognised 
and approved by the World 
Health Organisation (WHO).

During the meeting with 
borovik, Hun Sen mentioned 
the aid provided to Cambodia 
by the Russian government and 
its people in the past, especially 
during the 1980s when Cambo-
dia was in a crisis after its lib-
eration from the Khmer Rouge, 
the genocidal Pol Pot regime.

At that time, very few countries 
officially recognised Cambodia.

Hun Sen regarded that aid as a 
main contributor to Cambodia’s 
path to peace, stability and devel-
opment. He made special men-
tion of aid given to the education 
sector, which helped Cambodia 

improve its human resources. 
The aid encouraged Cambodia 
to thrive and prosper, he said.

The newly-appointed Russian 
ambassador told Hun Sen that 
relations between Cambodia 
and Russia have been good for 
64 years. Next year will be the 
65th anniversary of diplomatic 
ties between the two countries. 

The ambassador stated that in 
his diplomatic mission to Cam-
bodia, he would try his best to 
strengthen the two countries’ 
existing bond of friendship. He 
vowed to help the two countries 
cooperate, especially on human 
resources, the economy, culture-
sharing and diplomacy.

borovik also applauded the 
celebration of the 27th anni-
versary of Cambodia estab-
lishing its Constitution.

Newly-appointed Russian ambassador to Cambodia Anatoly Borovik 
(left) meets Prime Minister Hun Sen at Peace Palace on Thursday. spM
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but it will require bold action and leader-
ship, and far-reaching transformations 
across society. this is what we expect 
from leaders at UNGA 75, not just deal-
ing with the pandemic but also the very 
real and increasingly devastating climate 
crisis,” he said.

the LDC Group, which includes rep-
resentatives from Cambodia and coun-
tries throughout Africa, the Asia-pacific 
and the Caribbean, believe they will be 
on the path to climate-resilient devel-

opment by 2030 and achieve zero emis-
sions by 2050 to ensure that society and 
ecosystems thrive.

tek Vannara, the executive director 
of the NGO Forum on Cambodia, said 
climate change was largely caused by 
greenhouse gas emissions produced by 
developed countries with large indus-
tries. the call of poor countries for more 
cooperation is warranted, he said.

Vannara added that resource-rich 
countries should consider taking more 
action to provide free resources or trans-
fers of green technology to poor coun-

tries. they could also provide knowledge 
and train people around the world so 
they can adapt to climate change and 
minimise greenhouse gas emissions.

“the call of poor countries is positive 
for the planet because it is experiencing 
global warming and climate change on 
almost every continent.

“this year, our mekong region saw slow 
rainfall and less water, with insufficient 
water flowing into the tonle sap Lake to 
spawn fish and sustain biodiversity. this 
is a risk to food security and the survival 
of humans and animals,” Vannara said.

‘Call of poor countries positive for the planet’

praise and 
brickbats for 
Cambodian 
Constitution
Voun Dara

p
rIme minister Hun 
sen celebrated the 
27th anniversary of 
the establishment of 

the county’s Constitution on 
thursday, calling it a historical 
document that ended a crisis 
in Cambodia and marked a 
turning point in national unity.

Hun sen wrote on Facebook 
that Cambodia’s Constitution 
was spurred by the 1991 paris 
peace accords and changed 
the Kingdom into a new 
country with political solu-
tions and elections. 

the prime minister said the 
late King Father Norodom si-
hanouk signed a royal Kram 
on september 24, 1993, pro-
mulgating the Constitution.

because the Constitution 
is the supreme law of Cam-
bodia, laws and resolutions 
of state institutions must be 
brought in line with the Con-
stitution, he said.

some main points stipulated 
clearly in the Constitution are 
absolute respect for the consti-
tutional monarchy and multi-

party liberal democracy.
He said Cambodia’s Con-

stitution also stipulates the 
principle of the separation of 
powers between the execu-
tive, legislative and judiciary.  

National Assembly president 
Heng samrin wrote in a Face-
book post that he regarded 
the Constitution as the basis 
of political stability, and legal 
and institutional frameworks.

It made Cambodia what it is 
today. Cambodia has enjoyed 
full peace as a state with sta-
bility, prosperity and prog-
ress, he wrote.

“In this sense, let us con-
tinue to respect, protect and 
apply the Constitution with 
the aim of building and pro-
moting the rule of law. the 
rule of law is peace, develop-
ment and prosperity forever,” 
the post read.

ministry of Justice spokesman 
Chin malin said Cambodia’s 
Constitution is based on mod-
ern values and Khmer values.

He said Cambodia has con-
sistently implemented every 
principle of modern democ-
racy provided in the Constitu-

tion, including the principles 
of rights and freedoms, free 
and fair elections, division of 
power and the rule of law.

still, some worry that the 
Constitution hasn’t been im-
plemented appropriately.

the UN Office in Cam-
bodia posted on Facebook: 
“As Cambodia celebrates its 
Constitution Day, the UN 
encourages Cambodia to 
uphold and respect human 
rights enshrined in the UN 
Charter, the Universal Dec-
laration of human rights, in-
ternational treaties and lib-

eral multi-party democracy 
as recognised and stipulated 
in its Constitution.”

Former Cambodia National 
rescue party (CNrp) law-
maker Ou Chanrath told The 
Post on thursday that since 
1993, the Constitution has 
been amended to coordinate 
political matters and serve 
political interests. It doesn’t 
serve the interests of the peo-
ple very much, he said.

“We haven’t implemented 
very many points about rights 
and freedoms. there are still 
social injustices in Cambodia. 

the rights and freedoms that 
were protected by the Consti-
tution have yet to be enjoyed 
fully,” he said.

Democratic Institute presi-
dent pa Chanroeun said dem-
ocratic and political process-
es, respect for human rights 
and the rule of law in Cambo-
dia seem to have tumbled.

“It is time that citizens must 
again check the quality and ef-
fectiveness of respecting and 
following the Constitution.

“Citizens have to demand 
lawmakers respect the Con-
stitution in the interest of 

national society. Citizens 
have the power. Lawmak-
ers represent them and im-
plement the law. so do the 
courts,” he said.

political analyst Lao mong 
Hay said 27 years of the Consti-
tution has hardly any meaning.

He said there is virtually no 
respect for the civil rights it 
has guaranteed, no separa-
tion of powers and no inde-
pendent judiciary to protect 
those rights. All institutions 
of democracy and the rule of 
law are virtually dysfunction-
al, he said.

Prime Minister Hun Sen said Cambodia has consistently implemented every principle of modern democracy provided in the Constitution, including 
the principles of rights and freedoms, free and fair elections, division of power and the rule of law. HEAN RANGSEY

road repair in flood-afflicted areas
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

FLOODWAters are receding 
and authorities are actively re-
pairing damaged roads in rural 
areas to allow people to travel.

pailin provincial governor 
phan Chanthol told The Post 
on thursday that houses in 
sala Krao district are no lon-
ger flooded and rice and oth-
er crops were not damaged.  

“many roads were damaged 
and need to be repaired im-
mediately,” Chanthol said, 
while handing out food sup-
plies to more than 100 fami-
lies in stung trang commune, 
sala Krao district.

He said teams from several 
departments of the provincial 
secretariat were collaborating 
on repairs to infrastructure, 
irrigation systems and reser-
voirs in the province that will 
cost about $3 million.

preah sihanouk provincial Hall 
spokesman Kheang phearum 

told The Post: “the urgent need 
is to repair damaged roads.” He 
did not know the total costs re-
lated to the damage as yet.

Oddar meanchey provin-
cial Department of public 
Works and transport director 
Chhoeung phallang told The 
Post there is no longer water 
on the ta mok bridge and his 
team is working to check and 
repair damaged roads.

“september 24 is Consti-
tution Day, but my team is 
working to fix roads for citi-
zens as soon as possible so 
they can travel and deliver 
their rice products and goods 
easily and quickly,” he said.

rain for these several days 
caused floods on many roads 
in four districts – banteay 
Ampil, Anlong Veng, trapaing 
prasat and samrong – said 

phallang. more than 100 ca-
nals were also damaged. 

pursat provincial Hall ad-
ministrative director Khuth 
Usophea told The Post the 
water level in the pursat river 
has fallen from the emergen-
cy level of 25cm.

“We have yet to calculate 
the overall cost of the dam-
age,” he said.

National Committee for Di-
saster management spokes-
man Khun sokha called on 
people to look ahead and 
keep enough water on hand 
for the dry season.

“there are floods caused by 
rains but they last for a short 
while. We should find ways to 
keep water to use in the dry 
season as some citizens will 
face water shortages,” he said. 

sokha said installing reser-
voirs and irrigation systems is 
necessary once roads and in-
frastructure repairs are com-
plete.

Floodwaters are receding in Pailin province. WATER RESOURCES MINISTRY



Amid global uncer-
tainty surround-
ing the Covid-19 
pandemic that has 

disrupted lives and businesses 
all over the world, Thailand 
and Cambodia have stepped up 
efforts to further strengthen the 
bilateral ties that prove benefi-
cial to both nations.

in a bid to support the Cam-
bodian government’s endeav-
ours to continue fighting the 
Covid-19 pandemic, the Thai 
government has led the way by 
deploying significant resources 
and donating financial aid as 
the countries celebrate 70 years 
of diplomatic relations.

To further bolster bilateral 
relationship and trade ties, Thai 
companies and their partners 
that have established business-
es in different sectors through-
out Cambodia have responded 
positively to calls by both 
governments to assist in deal-
ing with the challenges posed 
by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Safeguarding border trade

The impact brought about by 
the Covid-19 pandemic posed 
an unprecedented challenge for 
all communities along the Thai-
Cambodian border.

Travel restrictions imposed 
during the initial outbreak of 
Covid-19 made it difficult for 
people to work and businesses 
to operate between borders.

Cross-border trade has made 
up the majority of bilateral 
trade between Thailand and 
Cambodia, with around 80 per 
cent of total trade value. 

despite the difficulties 
experienced, cross-border trade 
between the two countries 
has not fallen, but actually 
continued to rise, reaching 
$2.73 billion during the first 
five months of this year – an 
increase of 2.27 per cent on the 
previous year.

it is a remarkable achieve-
ment, as emphasised by 
HE Oum Reatrey, Banteay 
meanchey provincial governor. 

“The importance of cross-
border trade between our two 
nations cannot be underesti-
mated as it makes a significant 
contribution to our national 

economic growth. Although 
the movement of people and 
vehicles has been restricted 
with the spread of the Covid-
19 outbreak, it is still business 
as usual for import and export 
activities between borders.

“An estimated 10,000 to 
15,000 Cambodians crossed 
our border into Thailand 
through Poipet daily before 
the outbreak of the Covid-19 
pandemic for various activities 
– working in factories, selling 
farm produce, trading goods, 
health checks and tourism,” 
Reatrey said.

To ease stresses resulting 
from the restrictions on the 
movement of people, authori-
ties from Banteay meanchey 
and Thailand’s Sa Kaeo 
province have worked together 
to allow border crossings for 
Cambodian traders through the 
Klong Luek-Poipet interna-
tional checkpoint since July 15 
to pick up belongings left at 
the popular Rong Kluea market 
in Thailand as well as for the 
transportation of goods. 

However, crossings are 
limited to no more than 50 
vehicles per day, and restricted 
to two persons per vehicle for 
just a few hours. 

Health screenings are also 
being conducted by the rel-
evant authorities and quaran-
tine officials on both sides.

By restricting movement 
rather than interrupting the 
flow of goods, government of-
ficials have lessened the impact 
of the border shutdown, helped 
communities along the border 
navigate through tough times, 
and maintained the confidence 
of Cambodian consumers, 
including in border towns such 
as Poipet to continue enjoying 
quality Thai products without 
disruption to supply.

“Having Thai businesses in 
Banteay meanchey province, 
especially Poipet city, has 
contributed to the availability 
of quality goods and services 
to consumers while at the 
same time ensuring sustainable 
employment for Cambodians,” 
Reatrey said when asked about 
the presence of Thai retail store 
Big C in the border town. 

Looking beyond Covid-
19, the Thai and Cambodian 
governments are now increas-
ing their efforts to build back 
better and stronger bilateral 
border trade.

Futher international check-
points are under discussion or 
in the process of being built, 
such as the crossing between 
Sa Kaeo province’s Nong ian 
and Stung Bot, which is roughly 
15 minutes from Poipet. 

This has been envisioned to 
further promote border trade 
flows and ease the traffic of 
goods at the Klong Luek-Poipet 
international checkpoint.

Overcoming challenges

many livelihoods have 
been hit hard by the Covid-19 
pandemic, with incomes being 
greatly reduced and jobs lost. 

The overall trade value be-
tween Thailand and Cambodia 
will also be affected when this 
year comes to an end.

Jirawuth Suwanna-Arj, 
director of Thai Trade Centre, 
Phnom Penh, expressed 
confidence that the challenges 
presented by the Covid-19 
outbreak can be overcome.

“The Covid-19 pandemic 
has had considerable impact 
on all economies globally. in 
Cambodia, people working 
in sectors such as garment 
manufacturing, construction 
and tourism have been hit  
the hardest. 

“As a result, many busi-
nesses in these sectors have 
had to shut down or rely on 
the government’s economic 

relief measures, leaving  
people struggling with lower 
disposable incomes and pur-
chasing power.

“Although the restric-
tions of movement in place 
between our two nations have 
made it difficult for people to 
travel for work and business, 
both governments are trying 
hard to assist and facilitate 
the private sector during the 
Covid-19 pandemic. This bilat-
eral initiative is expected to 
stimulate business interest and 
create a trickle-down effect by 
providing those who serve and 
work in different sectors of the 
economy with much needed 
assistance.

“On our side, different  

activities have been organised  
to keep Thai manufacturers 
and their Cambodian part-
ners connected to business 
opportunities for consumer 
products. These include the 
‘Thaifex Anuga Asia 2020’ 
event from August 22-27 
and the ‘international Sport 
Economy’ on September 4, 
as well as the ‘Thai GROOVE 
Global Business matching’ 
from September 15-17.

“in addition, the Thai 
government through the Thai 
Trade Centre in Phnom Penh 
organised in conjunction with 
makro Cambodia a ‘Thai Food 
and Beverage Festival’ at mak-
ro Sen Sok between August 
29 and September 6, while 

an exhibition themed ‘mini 
Thailand Week 2020’ was held 
at the Palm Container Night 
market in Siem Reap from 
September 3-6,” Jirawuth said.

“By organising these events, 
Thai companies were able to 
assist their Cambodian part-
ners in staying afloat despite 
the business challenges, while 
helping Cambodian consumers 
cope with the financial  
difficulties of rising living 
costs by making their favou-
rite Thai food and high-quality 
household products available 
at affordable and reasonable 
prices,” said Jirawuth.

Although the Covid-19 
pandemic has presently cre-
ated an atmosphere of uncer-

Rising above socio-economic 
challenges posed by Covid-19
The Covid-19 pandemic may have 
reshaped communities and economies 
globally with the adoption of social 
distancing, but for neighbours  
Thailand and Cambodia, the fostering 
of closer bilateral ties has shown to  
be a positive way to move forward  
in a world gripped by uncertainty.
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daily crossings by cambodians into thailand  for trade are a common sight at international border checkpoints. 

he pan sorasak (centre) and ambassador panyarak poolthup (right) attend thailand’s national day reception last year.



tainty, Jirawuth believes that 
the Thai business presence in 
Cambodia will continue to 
grow with increased future 
investments and more jobs for 
Cambodians.

This confidence stems from 
the unique, extraordinary and 
warm bilateral ties both coun-
tries have shared for seven 
decades and the long-term 
vision that major Thai compa-
nies have pursued since being 
established in Cambodia. 

This is an inclusive vision 
that not only focuses on profit 
and growth, but also one that 
cares for people and supports 
the communities where a  
business operates.

in response to the Covid-19 
pandemic, Thai businesses in 
Cambodia have been quick to 
adopt social distancing mea-
sures and introduce risk-miti-
gating technologies that have 
allowed staff and business 
partners to work from home 
through digital and virtual 
connectivity approaches.

This not only ensures 
business continuity, but also 
protects those supporting their 
business ecosystem from the 
risk of infection, addition-
ally helping the Cambodian 
government’s efforts to stem 
Covid-19 local transmission. 

despite declining economic 
fortunes, there have been no 
job layoffs reported as Thai 
businesses in Cambodia strive 
towards upholding their social 
responsibility values.

Improving lives then and now

As a growing market filled 
with opportunities, the Cambo-
dian market has and continues 
to attract investors from near 
and far, including neighbour-
ing Thailand.

Thai businesses have a 
presence in various sectors, 
ranging from energy, con-
struction, agriculture and 
livestock, retail, health, hospi-
tality, banking and more. 

Today, many have become 
recognisable household names 
dedicated to serving Cambo-
dian consumers and improving 
lives. As well as having sus-
tainability at the core of their 
mindset, Thai businesses have 
also taken the welfare of local 
communities to heart with 
the commitment to overcome 
all challenges and adversity 
together with Cambodians 
through thick and thin. 

in 1995, the PTT Represen-
tative Office was opened in 
Cambodia. Within five years, 
Thailand’s renowned oil and 
gas conglomerate emerged as 
one of the leading petroleum 
and lifestyle brands 
nationwide. 

Today, with a 
lively network of 
97 PTT petrol sta-
tions supported by 
56 Jiffy and 156 Café 
Amazon retail stores 
spread throughout the 
country, motorists and 
travellers can conve-
niently take a good rest 
and prepare for the next 
phase of their trip. 

As well as being a 
one-stop station to refuel 
the car, refresh the body and 
restart the journey, PTT also of-
fers Cambodians job opportu-
nities that improve the quality 
of their lives and contribute to 
the Cambodian government’s 
efforts in poverty reduction.

in the wake of the Covid-19 
pandemic, leading Thai busi-
ness conglomerates in Cambo-
dia have had to transform their 
business operations. 

From reforming work pro-
cesses and ensuring safety at 
the workplace in order to reduce 
the risk of Covid-19 infections, 
the common goal among these 
conglomerates is to ensure the 
wellbeing of their employ-
ees in times of uncertainty, 
mitigate impacts and maintain 
the course towards becoming 
sustainable businesses.

Ratchayut Kasemchaisiri, 
country director of the Siam 
Cement Group (SCG) Cambodia 
– a Thai conglomerate that has 
contributed to the rapid growth 
of the construction sector in 
Cambodia since 1992 – said: 
“At the beginning of the Covid-
19 outbreak, we did our best 
to ensure that everyone in our 
business in Cambodia remained 
safe and free from the risk of 
infection. 

“We had to change the way 
we conducted our busi-
ness, from a work-

in-the-office 
to a work-
from-everywhere 
mode, with digital communi-
cation being employed.

“Alongside changing the 
way we operate, our goal 
was also to continue produc-
ing quality products with a 
focus on ‘Green Society’ and 
‘Circular Economy’ where we 
use environmentally friendly 
materials and reduce waste in 
a bid to support sustainable 
development. 

“Consequently, automation 
and digitisation have been em-
bedded into our work processes 
to ensure smooth operations as 

well as effective administration. 
in addition, local employees 

were reskilled and upskilled 
to handle the newly adjusted 
environment, which in turn 
will be useful for them in their 
careers.

Ratchayut added that social 
responsibility was key: “As a 
socially responsible conglom-
erate, we took to the task of 
supporting communities.” 

With or without the pres-
ence of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, SCG Cambodia will 

continue to provide 

mobile 
clinic ser-

vices to improve the 
health of Cambodians. 

“Scholarships are also grant-
ed each year under the ‘Shar-
ing the dream’ programme to 
empower Cambodian students 
and encourage them to pursue 
their dreams. 

“These programmes are 
offered with the idea of help-
ing Cambodians improve the 
quality of their health and their 
lives,” he said. 

These initiatives were 
introduced by SCG Cambodia 
in support of the Cambodian 
government’s call to develop 

the country as well as to mo-
bilise the power of youth for 
nation-building.

‘Kitchen of the World’

For CP Cambodia, another 
renowned Thai conglomer-
ate, decades of observing and 
implementing biosecurity 
standards have contributed 
immensely in its preparations 
in dealing with the Covid-19 
pandemic.

dr Poohrich Sinwat, depart-
ment manager of strategic 
development and marketing for 
CP Cambodia, said: “Based on 
our extensive knowledge and 

experience in implementing 
biosecurity processes, 

we have applied 
some procedures to 
our organisation’s 
Covid-19 preven-

tion measures. These 
include establishing 
disinfectant spray 
rooms, quarantine 

areas for visitors and 
security screenings with 
various technological 

support.
“This is not the first 

time CP Cambodia has had 
to deal with the outbreak 

of disease. Through past 
experiences in dealing with 
African swine fever in pigs, 
CP Cambodia has proven that 
by empowering farmers with 
proper education and training 
on placing priority on bios-
ecurity management in areas 
of hygiene and vaccination, 
the spread of infection can be 
successfully prevented.

“After all, farmers play an 
important role as key partners 
of CP Cambodia.

“This is integral to the 
company’s vision of being 
the ‘Kitchen of the World’, 
in which the raw materials, 
ingredients and meats used in 
finished products have to be 
safe and of the highest quality,” 
he added.

it is in line with the present 

priority of the Cambodian  
government to promote agri-
culture in order to diversify  
the nation’s economic base.

“We see a strong connec-
tion between farms, producers 
and consumers in Cambodia. 
From the consumer point  
of view, they want qual-
ity products and services 
available in a better environ-
ment that is easily accessible 
through wide retail channels, 
especially in rural areas where 
there is lack of shopping malls 
and hypermarkets. 

“With a network of 7-Eleven 
convenience stores expected 
to commence operations in 
2021, we believe we have a 
distribution partner that is 
able to reach all our customers 
nationwide,” Poohrich said. 

At the same time, the pres-
ence of this much talked about 
chain of convenience stores 
will provide job opportunities 
for Cambodians as it expands 
to various locations across 
the country, lifting people’s 
lives and supporting income 
distribution.

Thai-Cambodian efforts in 
cementing ties at all levels 
from the government to the 
private sector will continue un-
abated and may even have to 
be intensified both horizontally 
and vertically in the aftermath 
of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

As in the commemora-
tive logo for the 70 years of 
Thai-Cambodian diplomatic 
relations shows, growth and 
prosperity can be achieved 
for both nations from work-
ing together like two Apsara 
dancers traditionally dressed in 
Thai and Cambodian costumes 
emerging from the national 
flower of each country – the 
Ratchapruek and the Rumdoul. 

Jointly, Thailand and Cam-
bodia can make a difference in 
overcoming present socio-eco-
nomic challenges come what 
may – and even thrive amid 
turmoil and uncertainty. 
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the thai food and beverage festival at makro sen sok attracted consumers with high-quality products at affordable prices. ptt’s integrated petrol stations for one-stop convenience offer job opportunities to cambodians.

mobile clinic services organised by scG cambodia improve the health of local communities.  biosecurity personnel from cp cambodia provide farmers with extensive training to prevent the spread of disease. 



Ministry of Interior’s Anti-Terrorism Office director Thlang Phinra has 
signed a contract acknowledging his wrongdoing. Fresh News

Mom Kunthear 

T
HE Wildlife Conser-
vation Society (WCS) 
has voiced concern 
about the decline of 

the lesser adjutant population 
which number only about 800 
in Cambodia. There are about 
3,000 of the large wading birds 
remaining in the world. 

WCS said the numbers of 
lesser adjutants, a member of 
the stork family, had dropped 
dramatically and are listed 
globally as a vulnerable species 
on the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature’s Red 
List of Threatened Species. 

WCS project technical advis-
er Tan Setha told The Post on 
Thursday that lesser adjutants 

are found mostly in the Tonle 
Sap’s Prek Tal bird sanctuary. 
There are a small number in 
Preah Vihear and Mondulkiri

“Their population is sus-
pected to be rapidly declin-
ing as a result of a variety of 
threats, most significantly the 
harvesting of eggs and chicks 
from colonies and a loss of 
nesting habitat.

“Loss of wetlands due to 
water poisoning by fishermen 
is also a factor in the loss of 
this kind of bird,” he said.

The bird is also threatened, 
Setha said, by animals that eat 
meat such as civet and crows, 
and natural disasters such as 
whirlwinds which cause nests 
to fall.

Setha said his NGO encour-
ages citizens to protect and con-
serve lesser adjutants by giving 
them money to protect eggs un-
til young lesser adjutants can fly.

“A programme to protect 
lesser adjutants was created 
in 1994. If they are in conser-
vation areas, there are forest 
rangers to protect them.

“In locations that have no 
forest rangers, we hire citizens 
to protect their nests. People 
are aware of the benefits of 
this kind of bird, but there is 
still a small group who steal 
their eggs,” he said. 

According to Article 58 of 
the Law on Natural Protected 
Areas, any individual who 
commits forest offences such 
as catching, trapping, poi-
soning, and collecting eggs of 
all types of wild animals are 
punished with fines ranging 
from 100,000 riel ($25) to one 
million riel ($250). 

The Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries has listed 
lesser adjutants as an endan-
gered species in Cambodia.

 National
6 THE PHNOM PENH POST  SEPTEMbER  25, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

New incinerator online in 
Siem Reap’s banteay Srei
Long Kimmarita

bANTEAY Srei district gover-
nor Khim Finan said “the pilot 
project of the district’s joint 
incinerator” has been 
launched, with more than 10 
tonnes of rubbish collected for 
incineration.

Finan said the amount of 
rubbish left scattered in the 
district, which is located in 
Siem Reap province, had been 
left untouched for a long 
time. 

The district governor told 
The Post on Thursday that the 
incinerator is located in Rom-
chek commune and on 
Wednesday, 10 tonnes of rub-
bish was dried, separated and 
sold as scrap before being 
burned.

Finan said the enormous 
supply of rubbish was col-
lected from villages and streets, 
which were especially full of 
waste after the Pchum ben 
holiday. It is estimated that 
three to four tonnes of rubbish 
were collected each day.

“From today onwards, peo-
ple in all villages in banteay 
Srei can transport their daily 
waste to put in temporary rub-
bish storage by themselves.

“It has been prepared in 
many places in each village. 
This service is free for people 
but requires proper waste sort-
ing and packaging before the 
commune and district team 
brings the rubbish to the incin-
erator regularly,” Finan said.

In light of this new mecha-
nism, he requested people not 
burn rubbish at their houses 
or throw them in public land 
as they did before.

When this new mechanism 
is working smoothly, the dis-
trict administration will pre-
pare to penalise those who 
don’t comply. He said burning 
trash in public leads to health 
issues and lowers air quality.

Vi Ngek, a resident of banteay 
Srei district’s Khnar Sandai 
commune, said the rubbish 
storage in her district is still 
problematic due to the lack of 
participation of some people.

He said if the district admin-
istration can implement the 
mechanism successfully, it 
would be better, as in some 
areas there is still no proper 
rubbish disposal.

“In my place in the evening, 

I always put [my rubbish] in a 
tuk-tuk to throw away in the 
public rubbish dump. If the 
district is organised, I will be 
happy because rubbish will no 
longer leave a bad smell there. 
If we help clean together, it will 
be clean,” Ngek said.

because banteay Srei is a 
tourist destination, Finan 
urged the people to store their 
waste properly and promote 
the cleanliness of public  
places.

According to Finan, people 
still do not know how to prop-
erly divide disposable waste, 
which puts the responsibility 
on authorities to separate the 
waste before burning it in the 
incinerator.

To solve this problem, the 
authorities will continue to 
educate the public and tourists 
on proper waste storage.

On Wednesday, 10 tonnes of rubbish was dried, separated and sold as 
scrap before being burned in the incinerator. BaNteay srei District hall

Lesser adjutants in Preah Vihear province in 2017. wcs camBoDia

Only 800 lesser adjutants 
left in Kingdom, WCS says

Soth Koemsoeun

THE National Police have re-
trieved the gun used by the 
Ministry of Interior’s Anti-
Terrorism Office director Th-
lang Phinra to threaten the 
owners of a Tuol Kork district 
noodle shop. 

Deputy National Police 
chief Y Sokhy said Phinra has 
signed a contract acknowl-
edging his wrongdoing.

Sokhy is preparing to con-
vene a meeting between 
Phinra and the owners to find 
a solution or mediate outside 
the court system. “both par-
ties are friends,” he said.

If they do not agree and want 
to send the case to the court, 
Sokhy said they could do so.

Chuy Sokheng, the owner of 
the shop, said on Thursday he 

does not want to end the case 
outside the court system.

“I give authority to the court 
to process it. I cannot end the 
case outside the legal system 
no matter if there is media-
tion,” he said.

Sokheng’s wife Pov Dina said 
on September 23 that Phinra 
insulted and threatened to 
kill her and her husband. He 
took out a gun and threatened 
them while they were having 
lunch with eight friends.

“I call on Interior Minister 
Sar Kheng and related officials 
to help. He has money, power 
and position. I cannot con-
front him other than through 
the law. I ask for $100,000 in 
compensation and request he 
is punished severely,” she said.

The Post could not contact 
Phinra for comment.

Couple vows lawsuit 
over gunpoint threat
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,300 17,320 17,340 17,280

2 GTI 3,300 3,300 3,300 3,300

3 PAS 13,980 14,000 14,060 13,980

4 PEPC 3,220 3,240 3,240 3,220

5 PPAP 11,700 11,700 11,700 11,680

6 PPSP 2,290 - 2,290 2,290

7 PWSA 6,100 6,180 6,180 6,100

Date: September 24, 2020

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,096 1.3317 6.7861 104.97 4.1535 1.3650 31.46 0.7132 1.1716 1.2742

May Kunmakara

bOND-listeD prasac microfi-
nance institution plc reported a 
sound business performance in 
the second quarter of this year.

in its financial report filed to 
the Cambodia securities 
exchange (CsX) on Wednesday, 
it logged $3.353 billion in total 
assets in the second quarter, up 
19.97 per cent year-on-year.

this makes it the Kingdom’s 
largest microfinance deposit-
taking institution (mDi) in 
terms of total assets.

its deposit balance increased 
to $1.931 billion, while its gross 
loan portfolio was worth 
$2.665 billion.

but it recorded just 63.628 bil-
lion riel ($15.5 million) in profit 
before income tax, a 49.07 per 
cent year-on-year plunge.

it said: “the drop in profit 
seen this year is mainly due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic ravag-
ing the world and its economies, 
in each and every country.”

Quoted in the filing, chairman 
Jun Kwi-sang said the govern-
ment had made great strides to 
bulk up the Kingdom’s socio-
economic response, particu-
larly in the financial sector which 
he said is considered the back-
bone of the national economy.

He said: “Despite this time of 
uncertainty, prasac continued 
to grow in all key areas, includ-
ing total assets, deposits and 
loans, profit as well as finan-
cial technology.

“We managed to smoothly 
carry out the ownership transfer 
transition and successfully list-

ed the prasac corporate bond 
on the CsX,” Jun said, referring 
to seoul-headquartered Kb 
Kookmin bank’s (Kb’s) recent 70 
per cent share acquisition of 
prasac for $603.4 million.

He noted that the institution 
raised $31.8 million through 
the subscription.

Kb said it plans to buy the 
remaining 30 per cent stake in 
prasac two years after the 
transaction and finalise the 
acquisition, local Korean-lan-
guage News Briefing Cambo-
dia reported in February.

CsX vice-chairman Ha Jong-
weon said prasac’s positive per-
formance reflects the trust that 
customers have in the mDi.

He said it “showed the strong 
ability to pay bond coupon 
and repay the principal to the 
bond holder amid the pan-
demic so that the bond-listed 
companies still have high 
credibility and public trust”.

in June, prasac signed a three- 
to five-year syndicated loan to the 
tune of $95 million with a group 
of banks led by taiwan-based 
taishin international bank Co ltd 
to support its lending activities.

that same month, prasac 
received another $150 million 
loan from Kb that was divided 
into two tranches – a seven-
year $50 million subordinated 
loan and a three-year $100 
million credit facility.

the Kb funds were part of 
prasac’s plan to strengthen its 
capital base and liquidity to 
support businesses growth, its 
executive vice-president say 
sony said then.

Kingdom, Us discuss Covid 
funding to rebuild economy
Thou Vireak

t
He Us will provide additional 
financing to the Cambodian 
government to help rebuild the 
economy ravaged by the Covid-

19 crisis, Us ambassador to Cambodia 
patrick murphy said on Wednesday.

His remarks were made during a meet-
ing with minister of economy and Fi-
nance Aun pornmoniroth at the minis-
try, it said in a statement.

murphy said the Us international De-
velopment Finance Corporation (DFC) 
will provide low-interest financing to 
the Kingdom’s private sector, centred on 
small- and medium-sized enterprises 
(smes), and alleviate difficulties stem-
ming from the pandemic.

He was quoted as saying: “Considering 
how attractive Cambodia’s investment 
climate is and how many American in-
vestors are interested in venturing into 
Cambodia, the Us will encourage more 
Americans to invest in Cambodia to ex-
pand the bilateral trade volume between 
the two countries and contribute to the 
livelihood of Cambodians.”

pornmoniroth said funding through Us 
grants has contributed to Cambodia’s de-
velopment, especially in health, education, 
agriculture, environment and governance.

He said: “the Us and other develop-
ment partners have been actively in-
volved with the Cambodian government 
in the fight against Covid-19.”

the government is currently imple-
menting intervention measures aimed 
at maintaining socio-economic stability 
and economic recovery, he said.

At the same time, he said, it will turn 
the pandemic’s challenges into opportu-
nities for reform and groundwork for an 
economic rebound.

it is implementing a series of drastic re-
form initiatives and policy packages aimed 

at improving the investment environment 
and promoting trade facilitation to attract 
more investors to the Kingdom, he added.

“trade and investment cooperation 
between the two countries has been 
smooth and has made remarkable prog-
ress,” pornmoniroth said.

On June 4, the DFC said its board of 
directors had greenlighted $1 billion of 
investments in global development.

the Washington DC-based develop-
ment financier said: “the approved 
projects will strengthen health systems, 
bolster food security and support other 
highly impactful development outcomes.

“several projects also expand access to 
financial services for women, small busi-
nesses and other underserved groups at a 
time when capital is in desperate need.

“the projects have a particular focus 
on development impact, with nearly 60 
per cent of investments in low- and low-
er middle-income countries.”

Without providing a specific time-
frame, Us embassy spokesperson Arend C 
Zwartjes told The Post that the DFC and its 
predecessor, the Overseas private invest-
ment Corporation (OpiC), have provided 
more than $150 million to the Kingdom to 
support access to finance to under-served 
populations, including women and smes.

the Us is the largest market for Cam-
bodian exports, taking in $5.4 billion last 
year, up from $3 billion in 2015, murphy 
said earlier this month.

He noted that the Kingdom exported 
$2.75 billion worth of goods to the Us in 
the first half of this year, up 23 per cent from 
$2.24 billion in the same period last year.

the Us provides Cambodia with prefer-
ential trade access under the Generalised 
system of preferences (Gsp) programme, 
enabling duty free access to the Us mar-
ket for more than 5,000 products.

Nearly $1 billion in travel goods were 
exported to the Us last year under Gsp.

Cellcard says ready to roll on 5G, support industry 4.0 drive
May Kunmakara

leADiNG telecoms provider Cam-
Gsm Co ltd is ready for a full-fledged 
launch of 5G as a component of the 
government’s vision for industry 4.0 
and enabling the transformation 
towards a digital economy as a new 
engine of growth, the parent com-
pany’s chairman Kith meng said on 
Wednesday.

He was speaking to royal Cambo-
dian Armed Forces (rCAF) deputy 
commander-in-chief lieutenant 
General Hun manet and his delega-
tion during a special visit to CamGsm 

to discuss its readiness for 5G.
CamGsm operates under the trade-

mark Cellcard and is owned by the 
Kingdom’s largest conglomerate 
royal Group of Companies ltd.

the visit included a thorough 
update on CamGsm’s readiness for 
5G including a live demonstration of 
its 5G standalone (sA) site which has 
been on air since October last year 
and now reaching speeds of more 
than 1.8Gbps – the highest ever 
logged in the Kingdom.

meng said 5G will be a giant leap 
forward for the economy and that the 
Kingdom must strive to embrace the 

technology and enable it to better 
contribute to economic develop-
ment, industrial enrichment and the 
improvement of people’s lives.

He said: “We want Cambodia to be 
a shining light for 5G in AseAN and 
for Cambodian companies, big and 
small, to be early adopters of the 
technology.”

the royal Group’s information and 
Communications technology (iCt) 
Division will lead the digitalisation of the 
Kingdom in support of the government’s 
roadmap for industry 4.0, he said.

As the only Cambodian-owned 
group of iCt companies, royal Group 

provides a crucial line of support to 
the government, national security 
and economic stability, he added.

since its inception in 1996, Cam-
Gsm has served the people of the 
Kingdom and has remained 100 per 
cent Cambodian-owned as it upgrad-
ed from 2G through 3G, 4G to 5G.

the number of active mobile phone 
subscriptions across the Kingdom’s 
six operators was 20,481,051 as of the 
end of may, inching down 0.08 per 
cent year-on-year, data from the tel-
ecommunication regulator of Cam-
bodia show.

this figure is the equivalent of 124.09 

per cent of the total population.
At the same time, the number of 

landline and fixed-line subscriptions 
numbered just 52,480 as of the end 
of may, slipping 21.62 per cent from 
the end of may last year.

the number of mobile internet sub-
scriptions across Cambodia’s seven pro-
viders also recorded a 2.36 per cent drop 
to 14,863,435, whereas fixed broadband 
internet subscriptions across the King-
dom’s 37 providers logged a 33.07 per 
cent climb to 249,132.

meanwhile the number of Face-
book users in the Kingdom reached 
10.95 million, trC data show.

listed prasac posts 
sound business in 
second quarter 2020

US ambassador to Cambodia Patrick Murphy (left) and Minister of Economy and Finance Aun 
Pornmoniroth discuss additional financing to be provided by the US. FINANCE MINISTRY
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T
HE poem If, written by Eng-
lish Nobel laureate poet and 
novelist Rudyard Kipling for 
his son circa 1895, is widely 

perceived as fatherly advice for John 
who would sooner contemplate a 
harsh world.

The prose itself, experts say, is 
likely inspired by the plight of Ki-
pling’s friend Leander Starr Jameson 
who failed to overthrow the Boer 
government in then-Dutch ruled 
South Africa.

Some hundred and twenty years 
later, the poem still holds sway as 
maverick investment guru Warren 
Buffett slips it into the folds of his 
annual message to shareholders 
of his Berkshire Hathaway holding 
company in 2018.

In it, he speaks about seizing the 
opportunity to invest during eco-
nomic crises, using the poem to drive 
through the message to investors to 
be patient and trust their instincts.

Ten years prior, at the height of the 
2008 financial crisis, he wrote in The 
New York Times that “bad news is an 
investor’s best friend”.

Buffett’s financial ideologies may 
have rebuffed many over the years 
but his firm optimism in downturns 
harks back to some of his sound in-
vestments that put his net worth at 
$72 billion, according to Forbes’ es-
timates in May this year.

But even as his investment vehicle, 
Berkshire Hathaway, took a beating 
in the global pandemic, losing nearly 
$50 billion in the first quarter of this 
year, it continued to plough in money 
around the world, not least $6 billion 
in five Japanese corporate giants.

Closer to home, a silver lining siz-
zles in the aggrieved economic hori-
zon, but it would take bold investors 

to optimise the opportunities.
In the last five months, as Cambo-

dia’s economy plunged with the an-
nihilation of key industries – tour-
ism and garment manufacturing 
– two companies went ahead to list 
their initial public offerings (IPOs) 

on the Main Board of the Cambodia 
Securities Exchange (CSX).

Malaysian-owned power infra-
structure unit Pestech (Cambodia) 
Plc (PCL) knew what it was setting 
itself up against, when it decided to 
go public on August 12, smack in the 

middle of the pandemic.
Paul Lim, the CEO and executive 

director of Kuala Lumpur-listed par-
ent company Pestech International 
Berhad, was quoted by The Edge 
(Malaysia) as saying that the IPO was 
not aimed at raising funds, rather it 
was to grow its engineering, procure-
ment and construction profile in 
Cambodia, Myanmar and Vietnam.

The move spoke volumes to inves-
tors that even as the going got tough, 
the tough should keep going, some-
thing Buffett would have agreed.

Of course, the company was equally 
thankful that the debt it was carrying 
had been transformed into cash-gen-
erating assets, following the receipt of 
commercial operation dates for both 
its power structures in the first quar-
ter of 2020, The Edge wrote.

“The listing [was] not conditional 
upon the overall macroeconomic 
development. We embarked on it in 
line with [the] aspiration [of] build-
ing a Cambodian power infrastruc-
ture public company that would 
serve the [Indochina] region,” he 
told The Post via text.

Inevitably, both PCL and home-
grown Acleda Bank Plc, which listed 
on May 25, propelled the exchange’s 
total market capitalisation by 256 
per cent between January and Sep-
tember 22, 2020 (year-to-date) to 
$2.5 billion versus $701 million for 
the same period in 2019.

The present market capitalisa-
tion is the highest since CSX’s in-
ception in 2012.

In contrast, though, total capital 
raised in the first nine months of the 

year was $82 million, which is half of 
$161 million in the corresponding 
period in 2019.

The stark disparity is partially due 
to the deferment of a few listings due 
to Covid-19 which are likely to come 
through next year, said CSX chief 
operations officer Ha Jong-veon.

Having said that, he stressed that 
unlike other index in the region, 
Covid-19 did not have a consider-
able impact on the bourse.

“Although several [counters] fell 
during the peak of the pandemic, it 
did not take long for them to bounce 
back, with the exception of PAS [Port 
Autonome de Sihanoukville], whose 
share price dropped 40 per cent 
year-to-date [YTD],” he said.

A majority of the share prices went 
up in the second quarter, partly attrib-
utable to a rise in the demand of stocks 
such as Phnom Penh Water Supply 
Authority, Phnom Penh Autonomous 
Port and Acleda because of their strong 
financials in the pandemic.

“Most of these stocks managed to 
maintain its price-to-earnings ratio 
[as] at pre-pandemic levels,” Ha said.

Considered an early stage index 
with seven listed Main Board enti-
ties and six corporate bonds, CSX 
has recorded average daily trading 
value of $142,000 YTD compared to 
$200,000 in the corresponding pe-
riod last year.

The difference is a result of several 
large transactions through negoti-
ated trade methods in the first half 
of last year.

In any case, the index remains at-
tractive to investors such as cash-rich 
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unlocking investment potential in Cambodia
It is time to shop. Economic woes provide good pickings for investors if they know where to look

Innovation has crept into the agriculture sector as seen in this banana plantation in Kampot but the industry remains largely untapped in terms of technology. HEng CHIvoan
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Figure 3: Percentage of individuals using the internet, by age group and country  

 
Source: ITU (2018) 

The Telecommunications Regulator of Cambodia (TRC) publishes data on internet use. By 
January 2019, the country had 13.9 million internet users (up from 5.0 million in 2004) and 19.5 
million mobile phone subscribers (against 20.5 million in 2004).3  There are some 7 million 
Facebook users. 
 
The World Bank (2018a) finds that, while there has been a rapid increase in mobile telephone 
penetration in the country, internet subscriptions (both mobile and fixed) remain relatively low. 
Firm adoption of digital technologies also remains low, with less than a quarter of Cambodian 
firms maintaining internet presence (i.e. a website), against the 46% world median. It also has a 
limited quantity of secure servers, limited use of digital services (i.e. in finance) and a lack of ICT 
enabling skills, or supportive legal/regulatory frameworks.  
 
In its Rapid eTrade Readiness Assessment for Cambodia, UNCTAD (2017) states that there is 
significant potential to develop e-commerce in Cambodia; however, e-commerce remains limited. 
The report states that, while e-commerce is gaining prominence, there are a number of issues 
that limit its growth. For example, the majority of Cambodians are unbanked (only 22% held bank 
accounts by 2014 and only 39,000 people had access to credit cards in the same year). 
 
Cambodia’s digital profile and its readiness can be compared in various ways with different 
countries. The WEF Networked Readiness Index is an aggregate score of the quality of the 
education system, including maths and science, management schools, capacity to innovate, 
literary rates and enrolment rates. According to this index, Cambodia experienced continuous 
growth between 2008 and 2016 in its overall score (Figure 4). Thailand and Vietnam, by contrast, 
both experienced periods of decline. However, Cambodia remains a low scoring country, 
particularly in comparison with Thailand and Vietnam.  

 
 
3 https://www.trc.gov.kh/mobile-phone-subcribers/  
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companies or individuals who are 
shielded from the effect of the pan-
demic.

At the same time, the bond market 
has been an attractive alternative for 
corporations in Cambodia, especially 
financial institutions to raise funds.

All the corporate bond listings 
consist of commercial banks and 
microfinance institutions which 
have set coupon rates between 5.5 
per cent and nine per cent annually.

However, the nature of the market 
is not liquid.

“To date, only Advance Bank of 
Asia Ltd’s retail bond was traded in 
June,” Ha said, adding that the sec-
ond phase of the Phnom Penh Com-
mercial Bank’s corporate bonds is 
slated for listing on October 9.

Severely depressed valuations
On a broader scale, the effect of 

the pandemic has opened up op-
portunities for corporate growth 
via mergers, acquisitions or share-
holdings, as business valuations dip 
on the back of a strained economic 
landscape.

To be sure, valuations in most in-
dustries have dropped considerably, 
save for tech, food production, and 
finance but the hospitality, aviation, 
and real estate sectors are the main 
casualties.

“There is little hope that tourism 
will return until possibly mid next 
year and even then at a fraction of 
normality. Valuations will likely re-
main severely depressed in this sec-
tor for years to come,” said Cambo-
dia Investment Management Co Ltd 
CEO Anthony Galliano.

Official data states that Cambo-
dia’s gross domestic product (GDP) 
growth is projected to fall to -1.9 
per cent this year although analysts 
have forecast further contraction.

Widespread revenue losses in key 
industrial sectors including garment 
manufacturing, tourism and real es-

tate have resulted in major cutbacks 
on employment and salaries.

Core inflation rose to 3.2 per cent 
in June as hundreds of thousands 
remain jobless or survive on smaller 
wage packets.

Up to July, some 400 garment and 
footwear factories had suspended op-
erations, leaving 150,000 people with-
out jobs as orders from the West and 
imported raw materials dropped.

Adding to that is the closure of 
nearly 170 businesses including 
hotels in the tourism sector where 
some 17,000 workers became un-
employed.

To mitigate the situation, the gov-
ernment doled out cash to the work-
ers and poor households, approved 
tax relief measures for affected 
businesses while financial institu-
tions were instructed to restructure 
loans.

All eyes on tech
Despite the current economic cli-

mate, David Van, senior associate of 
Platform Impact Co Ltd, a public-pri-
vate partnership, acknowledged that 
opportunities lie in any crisis but one 
would need to conduct due diligence 
and pick promising sectors.

“It may be inevitable for corporate 
valuation to drop worldwide due to 
acute loss of revenues [because of] 

lockdowns globally but those who 
could reposition themselves to dif-
ferent business models or diversify 
products or services would surely 
come out ahead of the ill-prepared 
pack,” he said.

Analysts point to tech start-ups 
and its related sectors, as well as ag-
riculture, which has been least hit by 
the pandemic, as areas that might 
whet the appetite of private equity 
firms and venture capitalists.

The disruptive effect of technol-
ogy is felt in almost any sector, and 
the financial sector is at an advan-
tageous position, given the shift to 

remote working lifestyle and in-
creased demand in digital payment 
for online food purchases and other 
forms of online shopping in present 
conditions.

“Undoubtedly, it is a crucial time 
for financial service providers to 
venture into financial technology, as 
there is a lot more room to grow in 
this sector,” Ha said.

The tech sector’s potential growth 
is reflected by the numerous digital 
platforms that have been set up in 
Cambodia and run cross-sector such 
as food, clothing, finance, and travel.

In fact, a study borne out of a Min-
istry of Economy and Finance work-
shop last year revealed that there are 
some 50,000 tech talents working in 
Cambodia’s formal sector along with 
300 digital startups.

But the study, Fostering an inclu-
sive digital transformation in Cam-
bodia, conducted by independent 
global think tank Overseas Devel-
opment Institute’s Supporting Eco-

nomic Transformation programme 
notes that the government must 
push forward digital transformation 
in other sectors such as agriculture, 
which remained the main source of 
employment.

The same was mentioned for the 
tourism and manufacturing sectors 
which could end up being highly 
vulnerable unless it embraces inno-
vation and digitalisation more fully.

“The Kingdom still has a relatively 
undeveloped tech market. Although 
Cambodia’s youths are perceived as 
tech-savvy, there is significant scope 
for growth,” said Galliano.

The business community, on the 
other hand, continually embraces 
technology solutions and is less re-
liant on an inexpensive labour pool 
while seeking to improve productiv-
ity, corporate governance, and man-
agement information.

Similarly, the public sector is 
catching up with technological ad-
vancement where digitalisation has 
been put in place with the online 
business registration system and 
e-filing, and major market tech up-
grades whereas the financial sector 
is a prime private sector tech van-
guard, he said. 

Interest and investments have 
piqued in recent years for the devel-
opment of software or portal, plat-
form and applications in the areas 
of fintech and e-commerce.

“There has been a definite increase 
in tech [investments] although 
[there are] no hard numbers,” said 
Galliano, whose firm has assisted 
foreign tech investors to register 
their business in Cambodia.

For ride-hailing app TADA, owned 
by South Korea-based MVLLabs Pte 
Ltd, the downturn is no damper to 
their plans. In May, it rolled out its 
delivery service as part of its vision to 
create a fair mobility ecosystem.

“It has always been our plan to 
drive this expansion. While the pan-
demic somewhat slowed us down, 
it also presented a unique opportu-
nity to be ahead of the market,” said 
MVL TADA Cambodia Co Ltd gen-
eral manager Poly Chim.

This falls in line with his idea that 
startups would remain at the fore-
front of investors’ consideration but 
determining the valuation in cur-
rent circumstances was a “little too 
subjective”.

“I believe a promising start-up with 
great team and execution would be 
able to maintain its value, based on 

investors’ eyes,” Chim said.

‘Yours is the Earth . . .’
In the meantime, a prolonged 

depression is likely to force some 
consolidations such as those in the 
tourism and real estate sectors.

Quoting expert estimates, Van 
opined that mass tourism would 
not return to the pre-Covid-19 vol-
ume till 2024.

He also expects the pandemic 
will instil forced mobility in remote 
working, like home-based work. 
Such a format is already practised 
by multinational corporations, par-
ticularly tech-related firms where 
staff are recruited overseas and al-
lowed to work from home.

“The need for big office space has 
been rapidly trimmed and fear of 
Covid-19 has compelled companies 
to spread out the workload to their 
staff working from home, includ-
ing consumers opting to purchase 
more online [which is prompting] 
a sudden leapfrog for e-Commerce 
related businesses,” Van said.

In the midst of all this though, 
the real estate sector would remain 
enticing to investors, although the 
timing and current predicaments 
are of the essence.

“It depends on when investors 
estimate the market would hit rock 
bottom before it inches back up.

“The Cambodian real estate mar-
ket price has not reached there yet 
[when seen together with the partial 
loss of] the EBA scheme, Covid-19 
and implications from the recent 
US sanctions [relating to Chinese 
investments],” he said.

Owing to that, he asserted that 
focus should be on the largely un-
tapped sector of affordable housing 
but it should feature a “truly inclusive 
and sustainable model”, which has 
yet to be developed in Cambodia.

So it remains to be seen how in-
vestors will conduct themselves 
in current conditions. The market 
is ripe for the picking, particularly 
for those with dry powder, a sound 
judgement, great long-term vision 
and a healthy risk appetite.

In the words of Kipling, “If you can 
keep your head when all about you 
are losing theirs . . . if you can wait 
and not be tired by waiting . . . if you 
can think – and not make thoughts 
your aim . . . if you can trust yourself 
when all men doubt you . . . yours is 
the Earth and everything that’s in it.”

Buffett might be proof of that.
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promote trade via electronic means, such as through the use of e-signatures, and foster the 
purchasing goods and services online, as well as payments through transferring of money. Some 
issues still need to be worked out, and in July 2019 businesses were yet to receive a copy of the 
law. Work is ongoing around a new commerce law and competition law. The e-Commerce Law 
passed on 8 October 2019.  
 

2.2 Cambodia’s digital profile  
Several publications, by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), 
the International Trade Centre (ITC), World Bank, Enhanced Integrated Framework (EIF) and 
others have discussed Cambodia’s advances in the digital economy in great detail. The main 
conclusions are that internet penetration is rising fast; mobile phone and social media use is also 
growing fast and at very high levels; but Cambodia’s digital readiness more generally still appears 
low in a comparative context, at least compared with its neighbours Thailand and Vietnam. 
 
Figure 2 shows that, while internet use has been rising rapidly from close to zero in 2000 to 40% 
in 2018, this is still below Thailand (57%) and Vietnam (70%). Similar to other Asian economies, 
internet penetration in Cambodia is mainly dominated by the 15-25 age group; 85.7% of the 
population in this age group in Cambodia has access to internet. Cambodia is lagging behind 
other Asian economies in terms of internet penetration in the below 15 age group; only 4.5% of 
individuals below 15 in Cambodia have access to internet, as comparted to 18.1% in Indonesia 
and 63.4% in Thailand.   

Figure 2: Individuals using the internet, Cambodia, Thailand and Vietnam, 2000–2016 
(% of population) 

 
Source: WDI 
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While the pandemic somewhat 
slowed us down, it also presented a 
unique opportunity to be ahead of 
the market”
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The number seven will 
remain in the memory 
for some time to come 
as Cambodia Post Bank 

Plc – one of the leading com-
mercial banking and financial 
services institution – celebrates 
a milestone anniversary with 
more than $1 billion worth of 
total assets.

Inspired to establish a finan-
cial institution based on the 
age old tried-and-tested postal 
banking platform after visiting 
countries where postal banks 
have grown to be very signifi-
cant and successful, Cambo-
dia Post Bank founder and 
chairman Neak Oknha Dr Pung 
Kheav Se then chose to start a 
banking and financial services 
institution with a difference.

Between 2011 and 2012, he 
approached Cambodia Post, a 
state-owned public company 
regulated by the Ministry of 
Post and Telecommunications 
with a proposal. After sev-
eral rounds of discussions, an 
agreement was reached to form 
Cambodia Post Bank together 
with approval from the Minis-
try of economy and Finance. 

A banking licence was then 
granted to Cambodia Post Bank 
on September 20, 2013 by the 
National Bank of Cambodia 
(NBC) on the premise of sup-
porting the economic growth 
of the nation. Today, after 
seven years of operations, 
the financial institution has 
achieved in excess of $1 billion 
in total assets.

When Toch Chaochek,  Cam-
bodia Post Bank CeO was ap-
proached to give his views on 
the bank’s historic milestone 

celebration he said: “Reaching 
the $1 billion-in-total-assets 
mark is a historic milestone 
for Cambodia Post Bank. What 
makes it even more remarkable 
is that we managed to achieve 
it in just seven years. This 
success has been attributed 
to a combination of several 
factors – strategic partnerships, 
financial strength and human 
resources.

“The strength of our com-
pany’s shareholders, which 
comprise Canadia Invest-
ment holding Plc, Cambodia 
Post and Fullerton Financial 
holdings – a subsidiary of the 
Temasek Group owned by the 
government of Singapore – is 
what gives us our strategic and 
financial strength. Our partner-
ships with leading Cambodian 
and international financial in-
stitutions provide us with local 
as well as regional knowledge, 
expertise and experience to 
reach our goals and aspirations.

“As for human resources, 
our workforce is made up of 
mostly Cambodian banking and 
finance professionals because 
we believe only local talent can 
truly understand the Cambodian 
market,” Chaochek said.

The combination of sound 
partnerships with leading fi-
nancial institutions and inspir-
ing leadership by Cambodians 
is behind the bank’s remark-
able achievement. 

As of today, the total assets 
at Cambodia Post Bank has 
reached $1,007 billion.

As a locally established 
banking and finance institu-
tion, Cambodia Post Bank 
understands the Cambodian 

market. It sees opportunities in 
offering its banking services to 
rural communities – a strategy 
of creating a deep presence in 
rural areas that some com-
mercial banks are hesitant to 
pursue.

It also prides itself in creat-

ing jobs for the people in the 
Kingdom. The bank employs an 
estimated 1,000-plus staff, with 
its subsidiary Funan Microfi-
nance employing around 600. 

Optimistic about further de-
veloping the nation’s financial 
talent and economy, he added: 

“The development of local 
talent overall will contribute 
significantly not only to the 
nation’s economic growth but 
also raise the level of profes-
sionalism among local banking 
and financial services profes-
sionals in our country. 

“This has in turn allowed us 
to support the whole country 
and acquire more than 100,000 
account holders.

“Our contribution how-
ever, is not just limited to job 
creation for Cambodians – the 
loans we provide to people 
and businesses in both rural 
and urban areas allow our 
customers to improve their 
standards of living and grow 
their businesses.”

Recent statistics show that 
at present microfinance institu-
tions and commercial banks 
operating in Cambodia have 
2.2 million loan accounts and 
1.2 million saving accounts, 
respectively. 

Data shows that there are 
more families who have loan 
accounts rather than a savings 
accounts, while those custom-
ers who have loan accounts 

are not able to access services 
provided by a savings account, 
Chaochek observed.

“Therefore, starting last year 
we embarked on initiatives to 
encourage people, especially our 
customers in rural areas, to open 
savings accounts, as well as 
offering the opening of payroll 
accounts for the employees of 
rural and urban manufacturing 
companies. 

“In addition, to support our 
payroll account holders, we en-
courage and train them to per-
form transactions that include 
transferring funds to parents 
and family in the provinces. It 
is a big part of our ‘One Family, 
One Account’ campaign cre-
ated to increase the opening of 
savings accounts and financial 
inclusion for rural folk,” he said.

Chaochek added that Cam-
bodia Post Bank will support 
recent efforts by the NBC to 
de-dollarise the Cambodian 
economy with the recent call 
back of one-dollar and five-
dollar bills. 

“This as an initiative that will 
boost the economic pride of our 
people, he said.”

Cambodia Post Bank marks 
milestone with $1B in assets 

Cambodia Post Bank offers a range of  services in the competitive financial sector. As a home-grown bank, it is entirely operated by Cambodian staff. The bank boasts 55 branches across the Kingdom.

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus Banking 

Doing things differently has 
delivered attractive dividends  
for Cambodia Post Bank, with  
the financial institution reaching  
more than $1 billion in total assets.

Cambodia Post Bank CEO Toch Chaochek.

The headquarters of Cambodia Post Bank is located in Phnom Penh. 
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world

NOrtH Korean soldiers shot 
dead a suspected south Korean 
defector after interrogating him 
at sea, then poured oil over his 
body and burned it over coro-
navirus fears, seoul military of-
ficials said on thursday.

the man had disappeared off 
a patrol vessel near the western 
border island of Yeonpyeong, the 
south Korean ministry of Nation-
al Defence said in a statement.

He was wearing a lifejacket, 
a military official said, adding 
that “circumstances tell us that 
there was an intent to defect”, 
without providing evidence.

According to the south’s 
Yonhap News Agency, the man 
was located by North Korean 

forces and questioned from 
a boat by an official wearing 
protective equipment.

“He was shot dead in the 
water,” the military official 
said. “North Korean soldiers 
poured oil over his body and 
burnt it in the water.”

the burning appears to have 
been intended as a precaution 
against the coronavirus, in re-
sponse to which pyongyang 
has closed its borders and de-
clared an emergency.

the military official said: 
“We assess it was carried out 
under the North’s anti-coro-
navirus measure.”

the killing took place after 
an “order from superior au-

thority”, Yonhap cited south 
Korean officials as saying.

seoul’s defence ministry 
condemned the shooting as 
an “outrageous act”.

It said: “We sternly warn North 
Korea that all responsibilities for 
this incident lie with it.”

In July, a North Korean defec-
tor who had fled to the south 
three years ago sneaked back 
over the heavily fortified border 
into the impoverished nation.

His crossing prompted North 
Korean officials to put the bor-
der city of Kaesong under lock-
down amid fears that he may 
have carried the coronavirus.

Us Forces Korea command-
er robert Abrams said earlier 

this month that North Korean 
authorities had issued shoot-
to-kill orders to prevent the 
coronavirus entering the 
country from China, creating 
a “buffer zone” at the border.

the isolated North – whose 
crumbling health system 
would struggle to cope with 
a major virus outbreak – has 
not confirmed a single case of 
the disease that has swept the 
world since first emerging in 
China, the North’s key ally.

pyongyang closed its bor-
der with China in January to 
prevent contamination, and 
in July state media said it had 
raised its state of emergency 
to the maximum level. AFP

N Korea ‘shot dead’ man from south in its waters

trump won’t promise power transfer 

Navalny out of hospital, eyeing full recovery

U
s presIDeNt 
Donald trump on 
Wednesday refused 
to guarantee that he 

will transfer power if he loses 
the November election, earn-
ing scorn from his Democratic 
challenger Joe biden and even 
from within his party.

“Well, we’re going to have 
to see what happens,” trump 
responded when asked at a 
White House press conference 
whether he is committed to 
the most basic tenet of dem-
ocratic rule in the Us – the 
peaceful handover of power 
upon a change of president.

biden, who holds a steady 
lead over the republican in-
cumbent in opinion polls 
ahead of the November 3 
vote, expressed incredulity.

“What country are we in?” 
the former vice-president said 
when asked about trump’s 
comment by reporters.

“Look, he says the most ir-
rational things. I don’t know 
what to say.”

republican senator mitt 
romney, a frequent but rare 
party critic of trump, went 
further, saying that any hesi-
tation on the core constitu-
tion guarantee was “unthink-
able and unacceptable”.

He tweeted: “Fundamental 
to democracy is the peaceful 
transition of power. Without 
that, there is belarus.”

trump followed up his re-
marks – unprecedented in 
modern times for a Us presi-
dent – by resuming his near-
daily complaint about the 
fairness of the election.

referring to the increased 
use of mail-in ballots due to 

the coronavirus pandemic, he 
said: “You know that I’ve been 
complaining very strongly 
about the ballots and the bal-
lots are a disaster.”

trump frequently claims 
that mail-in ballots are vul-
nerable to mass fraud and are 
being encouraged by Demo-
crats to rig the election.

However, there is no evi-
dence that ballots sent 

through the postal service 
have ever led to significant 
fraud in Us elections.

At the press conference, 
trump seemed to suggest 
annulling what are expected 
to be the huge numbers of 
mailed-in ballots, noting that 
in such a scenario, he would 
remain in power.

He said: “Get rid of the bal-
lots and you’ll have a very 

peaceful . . . there won’t be a 
transfer, frankly. there’ll be a 
continuation.”

trump’s latest insistence that 
there cannot be a free and fair 
presidential election came as 
pressure mounts over his plan 
to put a new, right-leaning jus-
tice on the supreme Court.

He is set to nominate a re-
placement on saturday for 
the late liberal-leaning justice 
ruth bader Ginsburg, who 
died last week.

His republican party, which 
has a majority in the senate, 
is then expected to quickly 
confirm the nominee.

If they succeed, the nine-
justice court would then likely 
have a strongly pro-conserva-
tive bent for years to come.

Democrats are crying 
foul, saying that the process 
should wait until the results 
of the election are known, al-
lowing the winner to shape 
the supreme Court.

With trump and the republi-
cans mounting a series of court 
challenges against the use of 
mail-in ballots, the chances of 
a contested election result are 
considered high.

On Wednesday, trump said 
he thinks the election “will end 
up in the supreme Court”. AFP

LeADING Kremlin critic Alexei Naval-
ny, who the West believes was poisoned 
with a soviet-era nerve agent, has been 
discharged from hospital after a month 
and can make a full recovery, his doc-
tors in berlin said on Wednesday.

european leaders have demanded 
explanations from moscow since Ger-
many said toxicology tests showed 
the 44-year-old anti-corruption cam-
paigner was poisoned with Novichok.

but the Kremlin has rubbished allega-
tions it was behind the poisoning, and it 
said on Wednesday that with his recov-
ery, Navalny “is free” to return to russia 
anytime, “like any other russian citizen”.

the outspoken opposition activist 
fell ill after boarding a plane in siberia 
last month. russian doctors who first 
treated him said their tests did not 
find any toxic substances.

German lab tests, however, pointed 

to “unequivocal proof” of Novichok, 
which was also used to poison ex-
double agent sergei skripal in salis-
bury, england, in 2018. He survived.

France and sweden have since said 
tests they ran independently corrobo-
rate Germany’s conclusions.

Navalny spent 32 days in the Charite 
hospital in the German capital, includ-
ing 24 days in intensive care, before his 
release on tuesday, the hospital said.

“based on the patient’s progress and 
current condition, the treating physi-
cians believe that complete recovery is 
possible,” Charite said in a statement, 
adding however that it remained too 
early to assess any long-term effects 
of his severe poisoning.

For now, Navalny will remain in 
Germany as he embarks on rehabilita-
tion, his spokeswoman Kira Yarmysh 
said on twitter.

Navalny collapsed last month while 
on a flight from tomsk to moscow af-
ter a campaign trip to support oppo-
sition candidates in local elections.

He was evacuated to berlin on Au-
gust 22 in a coma and on mechanical 
ventilation.

posting a photograph of himself sit-
ting on a berlin bench, Navalny said 
via Instagram on Wednesday he was 
far from fully recovered and would re-
quire rehabilitation.

He said: “the plans are always sim-
ple: a physiotherapist every day. pos-
sibly a rehabilitation centre. stand on 
one leg. take back control of my fin-
gers completely. maintain balance.”

the Kremlin critic has been active 
on social media since being brought 
out of the coma.

In his first blog posted on monday 
since regaining consciousness, Navalny 

said that the three european labs had 
found Novichok “in and on my body”.

He noted that russia had still not 
opened an investigation but that he 
“did not expect anything else”.

With his condition improving, his 
spokeswoman Kira Yarmysh has 
said the opposition leader planned 
to return to russia.

she said: “No other option has ever 
been considered.”

Navalny aides on thursday said 
German experts found Novichok on 
a water bottle taken from the hotel 
room where he stayed before being 
taken ill.

the bottle appears to have been 
key evidence for Germany’s conclu-
sion that the lawyer and outspoken 
critic of russian president Vladimir 
putin was poisoned with the deadly 
nerve agent. AFP

US President Donald Trump frequently claims that mail-in ballots are vulnerable to mass voter fraud and are 
being encouraged by Democrats to rig the election. AFP

The man had disappeared off a patrol vessel near the western border 
island of Yeonpyeong. AFP

Continued from page 1

jobs, had been much more 
affected than in past crises.

the ILO also pointed out that 
while many of the most stringent 
workplace closures have been 
relaxed, 94 per cent of the world’s 
workers were in countries where 
some sort of workplace restric-
tions remained in place.

And sangheon Lee, head of 
ILO’s employment policy 
division, warned that the 
situation for workers could 
worsen further.

If second waves of infections 
bring tighter restrictions and 
new lockdowns, he said, “the 
impact on the labour market 
could be comparable to the 
magnitude we saw in the sec-
ond quarter of this year”.

ryder cautioned against 
those pushing for policymak-
ers to focus on economy over 
health in their response to the 
pandemic.

“It is very clear that the capac-
ity and speed with which the 
global economy can get out of its 
labour market slump is inti-
mately linked to our capacity to 
control the pandemic,” he said.

“these two things are very, 
very intimately intertwined, 
and we have to act on that 
understanding.”

the ILO’s report meanwhile 
showed that the labour market 
devastation could have been 
worse without the numerous 
fiscal stimulus packages pro-
vided by governments.

Without such stimulus 
efforts – amounting to around 
$9.6 trillion globally – global 
working hours would have 
shrunk by a full 28 per cent in 
the second quarter, it said.

but it warned that fiscal stimu-
lus was delivered very unevenly, 
with low- and middle-income 
countries receiving around $982 
billion less in overall support than 
their wealthy counterparts.

ryder urged international 
efforts to close the gap, insisting 
that “no group, country or region 
can beat this crisis alone”. AFP

‘No region 
alone can 
beat Covid 
pandemic’



CHILDREN’S hospitals in Ho Chi 
Minh City are seeing an increase in 
the number of children diagnosed 
with respiratory diseases.

Of those hospitalised, many are on 
a ventilator or using oxygen supple-
mentation therapy.

The emergency rooms at the depart-
ment for respiratory diseases at the 
City Children’s Hospital on Septem-
ber 16 had 10 newborns and infants 
aged one to two using oxygen sup-
plementation therapy, a non-invasive 
form of respiratory assistance called 
nasal continuous positive airway 
pressure. Some were on a ventilator.

The children had been diagnosed 
with respiratory disease and were 
suffering from complications related 
to the respiratory tract caused by 
underlying health conditions.

Dr Trinh Hong Nhien, head of the 
department for respiratory disease at 
the City Children’s Hospital, told the 
Tuoi Tre (Youth) newspaper that sev-
eral of them were premature babies 
and others had airway birth defects 
and immunodeficiency.

The department is treating 80 chil-
dren, double the number compared to 
the previous two months, Nhien said.

A 14-month-old boy from the 
Mekong Delta province of Tra Vinh 
was being treated with oxygen sup-
plementation therapy because he had 
suffered a relapse of pneumonia.

Previously, he had been on a ventilator 
twice when he showed signs of short-
ness of breath and other symptoms.

At Children’s Hospital 1, three emer-
gency rooms at the department for res-
piratory diseases are filled with children 
on a ventilator or being treated with 
oxygen supplementation therapy.

A seven-month-old boy from Ba 
Ria-Vung Tau province had a fever 
and cough, and breathing difficulties, 
and was diagnosed with pneumonia 
by a doctor at a local health facility.

He was given medicine, but his health 
deteriorated. He was then brought to 
Children’s Hospital 1 for further treat-
ment, and after many days of treat-
ment, his health has improved.

Dr Tran Anh Tuan, head of the 
department for respiratory diseases 
at Children’s Hospital 1, said the 
department was treating 157 children 
with respiratory diseases.

The current weather with high humid-
ity and the back-to-school season are 
favourable conditions for increasing 
incidences of respiratory diseases among 
young children, according to doctors.

Respiratory disorders usually begin 
to increase in August and peak in 
September and October. They begin 
to fall in November.

According to Tuan, most children 
with respiratory diseases recover with-
in 10-14 days. However, children who 
have a high fever for more than two 

days, and a sharp or stabbing chest 
pain that gets worse while breathing 
deeply or coughing, should be brought 
to health facilities for treatment.

Tuan said these symptoms could 
be signs of more severe respiratory 
diseases and other dangerous condi-
tions, including Covid-19.

Nhien said respiratory diseases can 
become severe rapidly and relapses can 
occur easily among premature babies, 
children with weakened immune sys-
tems, and malnourished children.

Caregivers and children should 

wash their hands regularly, wear a 
mask, avoid crowded areas, and avoid 
contact with people who have signs 
of disease, she added.

When a child is sick, they must be 
taken care of and watched closely. 
The child should only return to school 
after they recover, she said.

Children should get vaccinated and 
improve their resistance by eating nutri-
tious food, taking vitamins, drinking a lot 
of water, and avoiding cigarette smoke.

Children under six months old 
should be exclusively breastfed to 

strengthen their immune system.
According to Tuan, parents often 

mistakenly think that children who 
are coughing a lot are getting worse 
and that less severe coughing indi-
cates the child is only mildly ill.

However, the sign that accurately 
distinguishes between severe or mild 
illness is breathing. If the child 
breathes quickly and has sharp or 
stabbing chest pain that gets worse 
when breathing deeply or coughing, 
then the disease has become worse. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

New Indonesia 
foodbank farms 
over ‘10 times 
size of S’pore’

INDONESIA is developing vast 
farm estates across the archi-
pelago – an area more than 10 

times the size of neighbouring 
Singapore – to counter the nation’s 
reliance on imported food, Presi-
dent Joko “Jokowi” Widodo said on 
Wednesday.

The project, which eventually will 
span nearly 800,000ha, is prepar-
ing the land to grow rice, cassava 
and corn for the world’s fourth-
most populous country, Jokowi told 
a televised Cabinet meeting.

He said the project would “antici-
pate the world’s food crisis due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic . . . also to 
anticipate climate change as well 
as to curb our reliance to imported 
food”.

The early phase has already 
started in North Sumatra, as well 
as central Kalimantan, on the Indo-
nesian part of Borneo island.

Eventually, it may be extended to 
three more regions on the world’s 
biggest archipelago – South 
Sumatra, Papua and East Nusa 
Tenggara.

The project has its critics, however.
Earlier this month Greenpeace 

Indonesia warned that converting 
carbon-rich peatland into giant 
farmlands could cause an environ-
mental catastrophe.

It said: “Since 2015, over a 
quarter of a million hectares of 
peatland forest have burned in 
Central Kalimantan.

“While the scientific community is 
urging us to protect all peatland to 
halt climate change, the govern-
ment instead is backing a plan 
that looks set to turn this land into 
another carbon bomb.” AFP
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ASEAN

Philippine military to review troop 
accounts following Facebook purge
T

HE Philippine military said 
on Wednesday it will review 
the social media accounts of 
service members after Face-

book took down a network linked to 
State security forces it accused of “co-
ordinated inauthentic behaviour”.

Facebook said it had removed two 
networks – one traced to the Philip-
pines and another to China’s Fujian 
province – for violating its policies.

The Philippine network involved 
57 Facebook accounts, 31 pages and 
20 Instagram profiles, according to 
Nathaniel Gleicher, head of security 
policy at the social media giant. 

He said in a blog post: “Although the 
people behind this activity attempted 
to conceal their identities, our investi-
gation found links to Philippine mili-
tary and Philippine police.”

Activities focused on local politics, 
military operations, a controversial 
anti-terrorism bill and criticism of 
communist insurgents.

At least 300 activists who were 
tagged as communist sympathisers 
have been killed since Duterte be-
came president in 2016, in what civil 
rights advocates have slammed as a 
campaign to shut down dissent and 
criticism of Duterte’s bloody drug 
war and human rights record.

Even the international humani-
tarian organisation Oxfam had been 
identified as a suspected financier 
of communist groups.

Philippine military chief Lieu-
tenant-General Gilbert Gapay on 
Wednesday urged troops to comply 
with Facebook guidelines.

“The [armed forces of the Philip-
pines] does not tolerate the upload-
ing of fake news and fictitious social 
media accounts,” he said ahead of 

a meeting later on Wednesday with 
Facebook officials in Manila.

“This development also prompted 
us to review personnel accounts and 
remind them of our policies.”

Philippine police chief Camilo 
Cascolan said official-force Face-
book pages “remain compliant”.

The force adheres to “cyber eti-
quette and proper decorum in all 
public engagements including so-
cial media”, he said.

The Fujian network also sought 
to push Duterte-Carpio to run for 
president in 2022.

Duterte-Carpio led a political co-
alition that nearly swept the Senate 
race two years ago.

That was seen as a dry run for her 
bid to succeed her father, although po-
litical parties under her coalition have 
been pushing for their candidates.

But her father’s endorsement would 
likely compel these parties to rally 
around Duterte-Carpio against her 
possible main rival, Vice-President Leni 
Robredo, who heads the opposition.

Tuesday’s action by Facebook was 
the third takedown of suspicious 
Philippine accounts since 2018 

when it stepped up an offensive 
against misinformation.

In January last year, it removed 
hundreds of pages with 43 million 
followers linked to a local digital 
marketing group.

Facebook said the campaign out 
of China it took down focused on 
the Philippines and South East Asia, 
but also took aim at the US presi-
dential race.

Posts commented particularly on 
naval activity in the South China Sea, 
including US vessels. AFP, THE STRAITS 

TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The Philippine network involved 57 Facebook accounts, 31 pages and 20 Instagram profiles. AFP

Respiratory diseases can become severe rapidly and relapses can occur easily among premature babies, children with weakened 
immune systems, and malnourished children. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

More children treated 
for respiratory diseases 
at hospitals in HCMC



T
HE Regional Com-
prehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership 
(RCEP) is a coalition 

of 15 countries in the Asia-
Pacific region with the 
intention to achieve trade 
liberty via proposed free 
trade agreements. 

Initiated by the 10 ASEAN 
member states with their 
five dialogue partners – Chi-
na, South Korea, Japan, New 
Zealand and Australia – the 
RCEP accounted for nearly 
one-third of the world’s pop-
ulation and around 30 per 
cent of the global GDP. India 
withdrew from the RCEP in 
November last year. Even 
without India, the partici-
pating countries have decid-
ed to sign the trade pact, 
which is expected to come 
into effect in 2021. 

Obviously, the RCEP is an 
ideal circle of trade partners 
which would accelerate 
mutual trade growth and 
economic recovery, espe-
cially after global recession 
as a result of the Covid-19 
pandemic.   

Since its outbreak, both 
South Korea and Japan have 
encountered a drop in GDP 

and economic downturn, 
while ASEAN member states 
are looking for solutions to 
boost their markets and 
exports. Cross-border trade 
and cooperation are encour-
aged. The market within the 
RCEP circle is huge. The siz-
able population of Indone-
sia, China and Japan can 

create high demand in the 
consumer market. The RCEP 
circle can secure a steady 
demand and market for 
agricultural and perishable 
products in ASEAN, China 
and Australia. The logistic 
and economic activities will 
then resume gradually.

Again, we expect that the 

pandemic will last for a fore-
seeable period. The econo-
my shall be restored simul-
taneously with the 
healthcare system. Lifestyle 
should resume to normal. 
Jobs must be secured. We 
consider China as one of the 
core engines in RCEP. In 
fact, China has demonstrat-

ed to the world that its sup-
ply chain is worthwhile and 
value-added. China’s supply 
chain hence creates values 
and opportunities to its 
Southeast Asian neighbours.

The Asia-Pacific region 
needs stability and growth. 
RCEP may set rules by imple-
menting free trade agree-
ments. Fair game and fair 
players would contribute to 
the importance of the RCEP 
loop. Ideally, the RCEP may 
welcome India’s re-entry and 
other new members’ admis-
sion. Another brilliant sug-
gestion would be a potential 
fusion and integration 
between the RCEP and Chi-
na’s Belt and Road Initiative. 
The collaboration would def-
initely lead to synergy.  

The RCEP is an extension 
of ASEAN Plus Three. The 
maritime road connects 
trade from Australia to 
Southeast and Northeast 
Asia.  Now, it is not an era for 
conflicts or confrontation. 
Fair and free trade guaran-
tees a country’s economic 
growth. Let’s put aside all 
other irrelevant political 
agenda and just focus on the 
wellbeing of the people.

The author is a PhD candidate and a 
veteran current affairs commentator 
based in Hong Kong.
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Opinion

CHINA’S pilot free trade zones have 
served as test beds for reforms and 
as major drivers of local economic 
growth since the first FTZ – the Chi-
na (Shanghai) Pilot Free Trade Zone 
– was established in 2013.

Offering preferential policies for 
importing, handling, manufactur-
ing and exporting of goods, as well 
as other advantageous policies such 
as tax incentives, free flow and 
exchange of capital, and stream-
lined regulation and fast-tracked 
customs procedures, they have act-
ed as proving grounds for reforms 
and become magnets for foreign 
investments.

In the first half of this year, the 
country’s 18 existing FTZs, each of 
which has its own particular focus 
and role, attracted a combined total 
of 80.8 billion yuan ($12 billion) in 

foreign investment, 17.1 per cent of 
the total for the country. They also 
accounted for 15.6 per cent of Chi-
na’s foreign trade, according to the 
ministry of Commerce.

Based on this successful practice, 
China announced on monday that it 
will establish three more pilot free 
trade zones, along with the expan-
sion of the existing free trade zone 
in the eastern coastal province of 
Zhejiang, demonstrating its com-
mitment to continued opening-up 
at a time when countries are dis-
playing a tendency to be more 
inward looking as a result of the glo-
bal health crisis.

The master plan outlines the pri-
orities for each zone and pledges to 
give them greater space to explore 
reforms.

The priorities for the Beijing pilot 

FTZ are innovation and the digital 
economy and it is tasked with creat-
ing a first-class international envi-
ronment for innovation and entre-
preneurship, advancing innovation 
in the management of the trade in 
services and exploring the con-
struction of an international port for 
the trade in information.

The goals for the new pilot FTZ in 
Hunan are to establish an interna-
tional investment and trade corri-
dor linking the Yangtze River Eco-
nomic Belt and the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-macao 
Greater Bay Area, and to be the lead-
ing area for in-depth economic and 
trade cooperation with Africa.

The Anhui pilot FTZ is intended to 
promote the integrated develop-
ment of the Yangtze River Delta 
region and to set the standard for 

the opening-up of the inland region 
by promoting the in-depth integra-
tion of scientific and technological 
innovation and the development of 
the real economy.

The expansion of the Zhejiang 
pilot FTZ is to enable the establish-
ment of a commodity resource allo-
cation base centred on oil and gas.

The announcement of the three 
new FTZs and the expansion of an 
existing one underscore how suc-
cessfully the FTZs have played their 
designed roles in helping to attract 
foreign investment and foreign 
trade. The plan not only highlights 
China’s commitment to further 
opening-up, but also the govern-
ment’s resolve to continue advanc-
ing reforms to spur the economy 
despite the pandemic. china daily/asia 

news network

Opinion
Chu Kar-kin

RCEP countries should explore  
solutions for economic growth

China’s FTZs sign of further opening-up

Leaders of RCEP countries pose for a group photo during the 3rd Regional Comprehensive Economic  
Partnership (RCEP) Summit in Bangkok in November 4 last year on the sidelines of the 35th ASEAN Summit. 
India withdrew from the RCEP in November last year. afp
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modern dining with a nod to the past
Roth Sochieata

F
Or diners looking for an en-
ergy-boosting meal and who 
don’t mind sweating in the 
tropical climate, the recently 

opened Khmer beef soup restaurant 
offers a variety of beef and fresh veg-
etables served hotpot-style along the 
banks of the tonle sap river.

Located near the Ferris wheel on 
the east side of the river across Chroy 
Changvar bridge, the semi-open-air 
restaurant is surrounded by trees, 
green grass and a spacious parking lot.

With thatched roofs and walls cov-
ered by khun mear leaves – a wild 
plant which is believed to be found 
only in Kulen mountain in siem 
reap – the Khmer beef soup restau-
rant offers a relaxing atmosphere 
with countryside-inspired architec-
ture and a large open-air terrace.

Lounging on comfortable bright 
orange seats, diners can enjoy what 
many Cambodians consider to be 
an energy-boosting meal.

rest assured, safeguarding against 
the pandemic is a priority at the res-
taurant. staff members wear masks 
and the healthy air flow helps 
mitigate the chance of 
spreading the virus.

the eatery’s flagship 
dish is the Khmer beef 
soup itself, with the 
bitter gourd soup 
a popular choice 
as well. both are 
served in a clay 
pot hotpot-style.

With help from 
two business part-
ners, the restau-
rant was opened 
by 36-year-old 
chef Hun ratha, 
who brought his 
signature taste and style 
from his two successful restaurants 
of the same name in siem reap. Din-
ers have revelled in the unique taste.

“In siem reap, I first started my 
business as a street vendor. many 
people supported me and it was 
going so well. Now it’s grown into a 
big restaurant just like this.

“the concept imitates every-
thing in siem reap. I move back 
and forth monthly but my part-
ners will always be here taking 
full responsibility to maintain the 

restaurant’s taste and hygiene prac-
tices,” ratha says.

being the oldest child in his fam-
ily, ratha learned how to cook by 
whipping up meals for his younger 
siblings while his parents were busy 

selling goods at 
the market. As 

he grew older, 
he took a job 

as a kitchen 
hand to gain 

some practi-
cal cook-

ing knowledge. 
“At first I had no desire in 

cooking. but as the hotel businesses 
grew, I took it as an opportunity to 
work as a kitchen hand. that was 
the only way I could benefit since I 
received little education,” he says.

As he rose in the ranks from 
kitchen hand to chef, he gained 
invaluable experience, allowing 
him to build the entire menu for 
his restaurants from scratch.

“I used to be a chef and worked 
closely with Chinese chefs. I 
learned from them and started to 
make my own style,” ratha says.

the beef soup is the clear-cut cus-
tomer favourite and is served with 
cow bone to give it extra flavour. 
It may look like traditional Khmer 
beef soup, but the chef-turned res-
taurateur has creatively added se-
cret ingredients to make it unique. 

He experimented with the recipe un-
til he believed he had the perfect rich 
taste to suit customers’ palates.

the bitter gourd soup taste 
might be a little too bitter for 

some, but for foodies who 
won’t let bitterness obstruct 

them from tasting unfamiliar 
food, they might find they enjoy it. 
It pairs well with the bronze feath-
erback, a type of freshwater fish. 

One of ratha’s culinary tricks is 
to remove msG from his dishes, a 
move that won praise from some of 
his local customers.

the beef soup and the bitter gourd 
soup cost $12.50 each. they include 
a pot of soup, fresh meat, veggies and 
more and can feed up to four people. 

For side dishes, moan bok siem 
reap – siem reap-style ground 

chicken with ants ($4) – and Ameri-
can steak served on a hot stone ($16) 
are also treasured by many diners.

Moan bok siem reap traces its ori-
gins to Angkor, where it was served 
as a typical household dish.

the ground chicken is roasted with 
ants, mashed together with Khmer 
fermented fish and eaten with banana 
flowers. the unique taste has been 
described as sour, salty and spicy.

American steak on the hot stone 
is a foreign-inspired dish which can 
also be found in some local upscale 
restaurants. ratha made it afford-
able so those who usually don’t opt 
for pricey meals can give it a try. the 
meat is imported from the Us while 
the vegetables are locally sourced.

ratha says it makes him happy to 
see families and friends sitting at 
his restaurant, socialising and eat-
ing together.

“When I was young, my parents of-
ten took me to eat hot pot. Years went 
by and to this day, people still enjoy it.

“that is also one of the reasons I 
was excited to open this restaurant. 
It feels like I’m bringing back those 
memories and creating memories for 
customers who love to bring their par-
ents or children out to eat,” he says.

those who visit the restaurant 
can expect an unspoiled view of the 
tonle sap on a spacious lot which 
always guarantees a parking spot. 

ratha says if there was one thing 
he could change about the restau-
rant, he would like to incorporate 
technology to streamline the ser-
vice and make it even better.

“I am thinking of using ipads for 
orders. but I’m still studying it be-
cause I don’t know if it will help my 
staff work faster. moreover, they 
need to be trained, so I will try to 
improve it little by little.

“Lastly, I just want to show my grati-
tude to all the customers that have been 
supporting me all along from siem 
reap to phnom penh. We will contin-
ue to maintain our taste and hygiene 
practices and if there is something we 
can improve, we will,” he says. 

Khmer beef soup restaurant is on 
the east side of the tonle sap. After 
crossing Chroy Changvar bridge, 
turn left at the big roundabout 
and then turn left again at the 
first roundabout. the restaurant is 
open from 4pm to 11pm and can be 
reached at 016 664 288.

Part of the fun of dining at Khmer Beef Soup is piling ingredients into steaming pots of soup. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM The restaurant offers indoor or outdoor seating with a view of the Tonle Sap River. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM

Steaks served on hot stones are imported from the US. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Think on
  5 Rudimentary houses
  9 Reduce drastically, as prices
 14 Brigade, e.g.
 15 Old Testament twin
 16 Coffee variety
 17 Newborn creators
 20 More honest
 21 Most bonkers
 22 Leave one’s mark
 25 Mary ___ Cosmetics
 26 Bone just above the foot
 28 Old Italian money
 32 Cessation of activity
 37 Sheets and pillow cases
 38 Margarine, e.g.
 41 Corbeled window
 42 Yawn-inducing
 43 Miniature mount
 44 Keep for later use
 46 Espy
 47 Dec. 31, e.g.
 53 Goes over again
 58 Electrical device
 59 Glenn Close movie

 62 Bit of snowfall
 63 Word with “green” or “googly”
 64 Trevi Fountain site
 65 Okey-dokeys
 66 Change, as the decor
 67 Mayberry souse
DOWN
  1 Civilian clothes
  2 Beat swords into plowshares
  3 Fitness-test iteration
  4 Air beyond the clouds, poetically
  5 ___ Royal Highness
  6 Dos Passos trilogy
  7 Vehicle with a turret
  8 Puzzle with number squares
  9 Like the air in a cigar bar
 10 “An Iceland Fisherman” author 

Pierre
 11 Heart’s longing
 12 Nieces and daughters
 13 Red deer
 18 Lead-in for “long” or “now”
 19 Extinct ostrichlike birds
 23 Certain exclusive party
 24 Man of learning
 27 Slow, to a maestro
 28 Jar toppers

 29 Compressed data
 30 Make a hole bigger
 31 Pre-deal payment
 32 Word with lifter or keeper
 33 One lacking experience
 34 Father of Balder
 35 Gazelle, to a cheetah
 36 D.C. dealmaker
 37 Director Spike
 39 Subject to a draft
 40 Yuletide purchase
 44 Words with “time limit” or “trap”
 45 Be on the brink
 46 Discount events
 48 Compass creation
 49 So out, it’s in again
 50 “Adam Bede” novelist
 51 “King Kong” star Watts
 52 There are 100,000 in one newton
 53 Tentative
 54 Account of incidents or events
 55 Greek letters
 56 Clear leaves
 57 Eye-opening problem?
 60 Bolshevik’s color?
 61 “Without further __ ...”

“ON THE SCALE” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

Tran Van Truong has made it his mission to save pangolins, which are hunted for their scales. AFP

Pangolins are human-shy and can easily die of stress when forced into a life of captivity. AFP

Life still precarious for 
pangolins in Vietnam
H

eAD keeper tran 
Van truong gently 
takes a curled-up 
pangolin into his 

arms, comforting the shy crea-
ture rescued months earlier 
from traffickers in Vietnam. 

Life remains precarious for 
the world’s most trafficked 
mammal despite the coun-
try’s renewed vow to crack 
down on the illegal wildlife 
trade that many blame for the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Arrests, prosecutions and 
wildlife seizures are up in Viet-
nam, but conservationists warn 
corruption and patchy law en-
forcement mean the scourge of 
trafficking continues.

truong works at a centre 
in northern Cuc phuong Na-
tional park run by save Viet-
nam’s Wildlife – a group that 
has rescued around 2,000 of 
the so-called “scaly anteat-
ers” in the last six years.

the 27-year-old remembers 
the day he discovered more 
than a 100 tied up in sacks, 
cast on the ground by police 
outside the truck that had 
carried them.

“most of them were dead 
due to exhaustion,” he recalls, 
explaining they would have 
had no air or water. “they get 
easily stressed.”

Vietnam is both a consump-

tion and a transport hub for 
illegal wildlife in Asia.

the pangolin’s scales are 
falsely thought to cure any-
thing from impotence to men-
strual cramps and even cancer 
in traditional Chinese and 
Vietnamese medicine, and its 
flesh is also seen as a delicacy.

but earlier this year, China re-
moved pangolin parts from its 
official list of traditional medi-
cines and there are some en-
couraging signs in Vietnam too. 

Wildlife trafficking seizures in 
the country have increased 44 
per cent over a two-year period, 
according to NGO education 
for Nature Vietnam (eNV).

In the first six months of 2020, 
97 per cent resulted in arrest.

prosecutions are also sig-
nificantly up.

the shift came on the back 
of a revised law in 2018 that 
pushed up punishments, 
both fines and prison terms, 
and closed loopholes – an ef-
fective way to deter wildlife 
crime, the NGO says.

‘Inviting failure’?
but enforcement is still a 

huge issue.
In July, as fears of the pan-

demic spread, the govern-
ment urged ministries, courts 
and prosecutors to apply the 
law properly.

Giving over-stretched agen-
cies more to do without the re-
sources to match, however, is 
simply “inviting failure”, warns 
Dan Challender of Oxford Uni-
versity, a specialist in pangolins 
and wildlife trade policy.

many are committed to 
eliminating the trade, says Ha 
bui from eNV, but traffickers 
are still being let off too easily.

“It’s often due to corruption 
that people get a lighter sen-
tence.”

For save Vietnam’s Wildlife 
director Nguyen Van thai, the 
laws do not go far enough and 
should also target consumers.

If police find pangolin meat 
at a restaurant, “it is only the 
restaurateurs that will have 
problems, not the people eat-
ing it”, he says.

back in Cuc phuong Nation-
al park, truong spends hours 
making life comfortable for 
pangolins that have survived 
distressing encounters with 
traffickers.

He keeps them away from 
loud noise and only feeds 
them their favourite food – 
ant eggs and termites.

“I love all wild animals,” he 
says, adding he might look to 
diversify soon.

“there are others that are on 
the verge of extinction so I want 
to help save them next.” AFP
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stamkos scores in return to lift tampa
VICtOr Hedman had a goal 
and two assists and steven 
stamkos scored in his season 
debut as the tampa bay Light-
ning routed the Dallas stars 
5-2 in game three of the stan-
ley Cup finals on Wednesday.

Ondrej palat, Nikita Kucherov 
and brayden point all had a 
goal and an assist for the Light-
ning who took a 2-1 series lead 
despite stamkos not being able 
to play the whole game be-
cause of a nagging injury.

“I’ve watched these guys 
be so committed to what our 
end goal is and to be part of 
it is a dream come true,” said 
stamkos. 

“there is an issue I have 
been working through. I was 
extremely happy to be out 
there with these guys and 
have a chance to just be on 
the bench and contribute.”

the heavily-favoured Light-
ning dominated Wednesday’s 
contest and can now take a 
commanding 3-1 lead with a 
victory in game four on Friday 
in the NHL’s quarantine bub-
ble in edmonton, Alberta.

Lightning captain stamkos 
had surgery to repair a core 
muscle on march 2 and was 
supposed to miss six to eight 
weeks but incurred multiple 
setbacks in his recovery. 

He didn’t make his return un-
til Wednesday night and scored 
in just his third shift of the game 
but seemed to re-aggravate the 
injury and did not play much 
after his first period goal.

“He only had five shifts but it is 
probably as efficient of five shifts 
as you are ever going to see,” said 

tampa coach Jon Cooper.
Jason Dickinson and miro 

Heiskanen scored goals and 
Anton Khudobin and Jake 
Oettinger combined to make 
27 saves for the stars.

palat played one of his best 
games of the playoffs, con-
tributing on both offence and 
defence.

On the opening goal, just 
5:33 into the game, palat 
forced stars defenceman 
Heiskanen to turn the puck 
over at the Dallas blueline 
and Kucherov seized it and 
scored on a breakaway.

Just over a minute later, 
stamkos made it 2-0 scoring 
in just his third shift. stam-
kos took a pass from Hedman 
in full flight, then slipped a 
check from esa Lindell near 

the blueline. the Canadian 
forward raced down the wing 
before cutting to the net and 
beating Khudobin with a high 
wrist shot to the top corner. 

Dickinson scored a short-
handed goal to cut the Light-
ning lead to 2-1 halfway 
through the first.

He hammered a one-timer 
on a pass from roope Hintz 
after the Lightning failed to 
get the puck out of their own 
end twice. It was his second 
goal of the playoffs.

tampa scored three un-
answered goals and outshot 
Dallas 21-4 in the second pe-
riod to break the game open.

palat capped the scoring 
with 65 seconds left in the 
second by jamming a re-
bound past Khudobin during 

a scramble in front of the net.
His goal made it 5-1 and led 

to Dallas pulling Khudobin and 
replacing him with Oettinger.

Palat shines
palat scored almost seven 

minutes after point made it 
4-1 with point’s 11th goal of 
the playoffs.

Headman got the second 
period scoring started on the 
powerplay just 54 seconds in.

Heiskanen scored in the 
third period for Dallas to 
make it 5-2.

the stars are having trouble 
scoring, especially their top 
line which is anchored by 
captain Jamie benn.

“they’ve got to figure it 
out,” said Dallas coach rick 
bowness. AFP

Steven Samkos scored against Dallas in game three of the Stanley Cup final. GETTY IMAGES/AFP

rIsING star tyler Herro 
scored a career high 37 points 
and Jimmy butler chipped in 
24 as the miami Heat seized 
command of their eastern 
Conference final series with a 
112-109 win on Wednesday.

the 20-year-old rookie Her-
ro made five of 10 threes as 
miami took a 3-1 lead in the 
best-of-seven series in the 
NbA’s quarantine bubble in 
Orlando, Florida.

“It is a good win for us. I feel 
good we are up 3-1 but we 
still have a lot of work to do,” 
Herro said. “We put a lot of ef-
fort into preparing for game 
four and we got it done.”

Herro’s point total is the sec-
ond most in a playoff game for 
a player 20 or younger, behind 
only magic Johnson who had 42.

the win moved them to with-
in one victory of an NbA finals 
berth which they will try to se-
cure in game five on Friday.

“Not too many people get 

an opportunity to make it this 
far in the playoffs and be in 
a game like this, but for him 
it’s another day in the office,” 
said butler of Herro. “He’s just 
going to keep playing basket-
ball the right way.”

Goran Dragic had 22 points, 
and bam Adebayo added 20 
points and 12 rebounds for 
miami, who rebounded from 
just their second loss of the 
postseason in game three.

Jayson tatum scored a team 
high 28 points, all coming in 
the second half, and Jaylen 
brown had 21 for boston, who 
were looking to win consecu-
tive playoff games for the first 
time since the start of their 
second-round series against 
the toronto raptors.

Kemba Walker scored 20, Gor-
don Hayward 14 and marcus 
smart had 10 points and 11 as-
sists.

the Celtics turned the ball 
over 19 times in the game. AFP

tyler Herro nets 37 as 
Heat hold off Celtics

Hamilton eyes 
schumacher 
record in sochi 
L

eWIs Hamilton seeks to 
equal michael schumach-
er’s record 91 Formula One 
wins at the russian Grand 

prix in sochi on sunday despite 
fears over a potential coronavirus 
fall-out from allowing 30,000 fans to 
attend. 

the six-time world champion is 
one win away from what once was 
believed to be an untouchable total, 
but he will be a clear favourite to 
succeed on a track where he has tri-
umphed four times in six years.

He has also reeled off six wins in 
nine races this season to open up 
a 55-point lead ahead of mercedes 
team-mate Valtteri bottas in the 
title race, the Finn and former team-
mate 2016 champion Nico rosberg 
being the only other victors since 
sochi arrived on the calendar.

Another mercedes win at the for-
mer home of the 2014 Winter Olym-
pic Games would also be a record 
for most successive victories by a 
team at a single Grand prix.

but all involved with the champions 
are aware that not only is the event 
set to be the first sporting occasion 
to host a major crowd in the Covid-19 
era, but it will also see the team shad-
owed by a Netflix film crew.

the organisers say 30,000 specta-
tors are expected and that the race 
is sold out. 

the cameras will be recording 
content for the third ‘Drive to sur-
vive’ series – and tip-toeing around 
their subjects, hoping to avoid a re-
peat of events in Germany last year.

then, at the German Grand prix at 
Hockenheim, run in teeming rain, 
mercedes celebrated 125 years of 
motorsport with their worst perfor-
mance of the season – a flu-struck 
Hamilton ending up classified ninth 
and bottas crashing out from fourth.

“It made a very entertaining epi-
sode for Netflix,” said mercedes 
team chief toto Wolff.

“but this time, we hope we can have 
great content – and have a great race.”

Hamilton, lauded this week as one 

of Time magazine’s 100 most influen-
tial people in the world this year, has 
approached the race with humility.

“I never thought that I would be 
here, that’s for sure,” he said after 
his 90th career triumph at the tus-
can Grand prix two weeks ago. 

“It just does not seem real to me.”
His greatest rival this weekend is 

likely to be team-mate bottas, win-
ner on the tight sochi track in 2017, 
his maiden triumph.

the Finn has proved himself to 
be a force on the circuit that suits 
his style and knows he has to wreck 
Hamilton’s party to stay in the cham-
pionship race.

After two pointless exits with car fail-
ures, max Verstappen of red bull will 
be seeking a return to his earlier form. 

“It’s not easy in sochi and the track 
is not a favourite for us with a lot of 
long straights – it’s not easy to over-
take,” he said.

While the 30,000 fans attending 
the Olympic park circuit enjoy a rare 
glimpse of live sport, F1’s top officials 
are reported to be anxious about the 
potential threat from coronavirus.

russia has exceeded one million 
cases of Covid-19 – one of only four na-
tions to do so – and after nine events 
run behind closed doors in strictly-con-
trolled bubbles, this relaxation of the 
tight controls has not been welcomed 
warmly by all in the paddock. AFP

Lewis Hamilton seeks to equal Michael Schumacher’s record 91 Formula One wins at the Russian Grand Prix in Sochi. AFP

Tyler Herro was a hero for the Heat scoring 37 points. GETTY IMAGES/AFP


	01
	02
	03
	04-05
	06
	07
	08-09
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16

