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Photo exhibition honours 
Thai-Cambodian relations
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Niem Chheng

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen on 
Tuesday called for internation-
al aid to be sustained for devel-
oping countries as the world 

grapples with the Covid-19 pandemic.
Speaking at the virtual 2020 Sus-

tainable Development Impact Sum-
mit of the World Economic Forum, 
Hun Sen also thanked development 
partners for their financial and tech-
nical support during the pandemic. 

The forum was held under the theme 
Building Forward Sustainably in 
Emerging Economies.

“At the global level, we have to con-
tinue ensuring the sustainability of in-
ternational aid, particularly financial 
aid for developing countries, so that 
they can continue to drive their reforms 
which are part of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development Goals. 

“In this context, on behalf of the 
government, I express my profound 
gratitude and sincere appreciation 

to all development partners for their 
proactive cooperation and technical 
and financial assistance. They have 
enabled Cambodia to effectively con-
trol the spread of Covid-19,” he said.

Hun Sen recommended that all 
countries strive to mitigate the im-
pact of Covid-19 and stabilise peo-
ple’s lives, production, business op-
erations and investments. 

“To achieve this goal, the govern-
ment has implemented five rounds 
of well-targeted and timely measures, 

continued to carefully monitor the 
situation and been ready to imple-
ment additional concrete measures 
if needed,” he said.

He suggested other countries turn 
the threat of Covid-19 into an op-
portunity for reform. He emphasised 
that Cambodia has not slowed down 
its reform agenda in all sectors and 
continues to raise its competitive-
ness through the establishment of a 

PM: Continue int’l aid 
for developing nations

Malaysia’s 
Anwar has 
‘backing’ to 
form gov’t

ADB says 
Kingdom’s 
growth to 
shrink 4%  

MALAYSIAN opposition lead-
er Anwar Ibrahim said on 
Wednesday he had “formida-
ble” support from members 
of parliament (MP) to form a 
new government, but the 
prime minister insisted he 
remained the country’s legit-
imate leader.

The Southeast Asian nation 
has been in turmoil since an alli-
ance that swept to power in 
2018, which was headed by Dr 
Mahathir Mohamad and includ-
ed Anwar, collapsed in February 
amid bitter infighting.

Muhyiddin Yassin became 
prime minister at the head of 
a coalition backed by the 
scandal-plagued Umno party 
which had been ousted at the 
polls two years earlier, but 
with only a wafer-thin major-
ity in parliament.

Speaking at a press conference 
in Kuala Lumpur, veteran politi-
cian Anwar – who has long 
sought to become prime minis-
ter – said he now had the backing 
of enough MPs to form the gov-
ernment and oust Muhyiddin.

“Conclusively we have a 
strong, formidable majority,”

Thou Vireak

JAPANESE-LED multilateral 
lender Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) has revised its 2020 
growth forecast for Cambodia 
to minus 4.0 per cent.

This is thanks to the King-
dom’s improved agricultural 
performance and an increase 
in volume in non-garment 
manufacturing exports such 
as bicycles and electronics, the 
ADB said.

In its annual flagship eco-
nomic publication Asian Devel-
opment Outlook (ADO) 2020 
Update, the Manila-based lend-
er had initially projected a low-
er gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth of 5.5 per cent 
this year.

It said a sharp drop in orders 
from Europe and North America 
led to one-third of the Kingdom’s 
garment, footwear and travel 
goods factories shuttering dur-
ing the first half of this year.

However, added production 
of bicycles and electronics 
pushed up the Kingdom’s non-
garment manufacturing 
exports by 30.3 per cent year-
on-year in the first half of this 
year, it said.

Total industrial output this 
year is projected to climb 5.1 
per cent over last year if gar-
ment, footwear and travel 
goods exports remain on the 
recovery track, it added.

ADB country director for 
Cambodia Sunniya Durrani-
Jamal noted that the Kingdom 
has been largely spared from 
the unprecedented global 
challenges caused by the 
ongoing health crisis.

She said: “We expect growth 
to rebound to 5.9 per cent in 
2021, boosted by supportive 
government policies, social 
assistance for the poor and 
financing support for small- 
and medium-sized enterprises 
[SMEs].

“These measures, along with 
much-needed structural 
reforms, will reduce the direct 
and indirect impacts of Covid-19
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Kim Sarom

THE Supreme Court on 
Wednesday upheld the Ap-
peal Court’s verdict to sen-
tence a woman to 30 years in 
prison for her involvement in 
trafficking over 3kg of drugs. 

Judge Kim Sathavy read the 
verdict in front of the convict, 
23-year-old Rong Dina.

Dina had requested the Su-
preme Court to reduce her 
sentence, saying that she had 
a three-year-old son and a 
one-year-old daughter.

The judge said the Supreme 
Court could not consider her 
request. During the hear-
ing she denied trafficking in 
drugs, saying that the seized 
items belonged to her boy-
friend. She said he sent a 
package to her which she 
handed to a man.

However, the drugs showed 
a link to trafficking. The drugs 
that were seized by police 
were 780g of MDMA, 2kg 
of methamphetamine and 
393.72g of ketamine.

“So, the Appeal Court that 
ruled to sentence her to 30 

years in prison is legally cor-
rect. The Supreme Court up-
holds the Appeal Court’s rul-
ing,” Sathavy said.

Having heard the verdict, 
Dina said outside the Su-
preme Court that: “In fact, 
I didn’t traffic it [the drugs]. 
The package that my boy-
friend sent to me, I didn’t 
know that it contained drugs. 
I can’t come to terms with this 
decision,” she said.

Supreme Court records 
show that at 11:30pm on May 
18, 2018, anti-drug police 
forces arrested 38-year-old 
Teng Sithen in Phsar Tapang 
in Daun Penh district’s Ph-
sar Thmey I commune. They 
seized 99g of methamphet-
amine from Sithen. 

The records further showed 
that after arresting Sithen, po-
lice detained Dina and seized 
780g of MDMA, 2kg of meth-
amphetamine and 393.72g of 
ketamine.

The police then detained 24-
year-old Sok Rikhan in Russey 
Keo district’s Russey Keo com-
mune and seized another 13g 
of methamphetamine.
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favourable environment for 
businesses and investments 
within the country.

Covid-19, he said, has nega-
tively impacted public finance 
and the government’s revenue. 
The loss of revenue requires 
each government to introduce 
new mechanisms to mobilise 
financial resources to be used 
for future development.

“To achieve this goal, I am 
of the view that public-private 
partnership [PPP] is an indis-
pensable and core mechanism 
that will help solve the financial 
difficulties of developing coun-
tries, both during and after the 
pandemic,” he said.

Hun Sen said developing 
countries need global co-
operation, particularly the 
preservation of both bilateral 
and multilateral partnerships 
aimed at ensuring an envi-
ronment for development, 
peace and stability at the re-
gional and global levels.

Hong Vanak, an econom-
ic researcher at the Royal 

Academy of Cambodia, said 
UN charters encourage rich 
countries to help poor or de-
veloping ones.

He noted that since the start 
of Covid-19, Cambodia had 
received aid and loans from 
other countries and develop-
ment partners. but that was 
not enough, and the govern-
ment had approved financial 
packages worth hundreds of 
millions of dollars.

People’s Centre for Devel-
opment and Peace president 
Yong Kim Eng told The Post 
on Wednesday he noticed that 
financial aid from developed 
countries had fallen since the 
outbreak of Covid-19, as they 
also faced pandemic-induced 
challenges.

“All [aid and loans] help ease 
the tension that Cambodia has 
faced. but the most important 
thing is how Cambodia uses 
the [aid and loans] in a trans-
parent way, and how to keep 
the aid away from corruption. 
If they fall into corruption, the 
burden will fall on the people,” 
he said.

Workshop held to protect 
children from sexual abuse
Voun Dara

T
HE Cambodia Nation-
al Council for Children 
(CNCC), in collabora-
tion with partner or-

ganisations, organised a two-
day workshop in Siem Reap for 
140 law enforcement officers 
from the provincial capitals in 
Cambodia.

The workshop focused on 
the protection of children 
from sexual exploitation and 
abuse

CNCC secretary-general 
Nhep Sopheap said the work-
shop took place on Tuesday 
and Wednesday in collabora-
tion with Terre des Hommes 
Netherlands, Aple Cambodia 
and the Child Protection Unit.

Also, 25 capital-provincial 
anti-human trafficking and 
juvenile protection officers 
and 12 anti-human traffick-
ing officers from the Military 
Police joined the workshop.

“Participants learned more 
about the experience of child 
victims and the proceedings 
at the criminal level, where 
experts and practitioners 
came to share their own ex-
periences,” Sopheap said.

According to Sopheap, peo-
ple who are working to pro-
mote the protection of chil-
dren from exploitation and 
sexual abuse also understand 
the services and mechanisms 

to help children promptly.
“The authorities and the 

law enforcers are very curious 
about the legal procedures 
involved in promoting the 
protection of children from ex-
ploitation and sexual abuse,” 
Sopheap said.

Deputy secretary-general of 
the National Committee for 
Counter Trafficking (NCCT) 
of the Ministry of Interior 
Chiv Phally told The Post on 
Wednesday that the workshop 
provided an opportunity for 
stakeholders to participate 

in the prevention of possible 
crimes against children, es-
pecially protecting them from 
all forms of sexual abuse.

“Participants learned about 
the protection, investiga-
tion, prosecution and judicial 
stages to improve child pro-
tection, including traffick-
ing, abuse and other matters. 
Therefore, through this work-
shop, relevant parties seek to 
participate together in child 
protection,” Phally said.

He said for more than eight 
months this year, the au-

thorities found that there are 
crimes of child sexual abuse 
online and have acted to crack 
down on the perpetrators.

Zoe De Melo, the project 
manager of Terre des Hom-
mes Netherlands, told The 
Post that some children who 
use smartphones could be 
especially vulnerable to on-
line abuse.

“In Cambodia, online sex-
ual exploitation of children is 
alarming and requires imme-
diate action before it happens 
again,” De Melo said.

A child sells souveniers at Preah Kahn temple in Siem Reap province. hong menea

PM touts PPPs as a 
tool to boost revenue 

Gov’t celebrates 27th anniversary 
Voun Dara

CONSTITUTIONAL Council 
president Im Chhun Lim said 
that since the Constitution was 
promulgated on September 24, 
1993, it has become the foun-
dation for peace and political 
stability in the country and has 
allowed for vast development 
over the past 20 years.

Chhun Lim made the re-
marks while presiding over 
the opening ceremony of a 
conference celebrating the 
27th anniversary of Cambo-
dia’s Constitution on Wednes-
day at the Sofitel Phnom Penh 
Phokeethra hotel.

He said the Constitution is 
an achievement borne out of 
the common will of the Cam-
bodian people, which was 
expressed through the 1993 
general election.

“This Constitution has be-
come the foundation of polit-
ical stability, legal framework 
and institutional framework 
on liberal democracy, plu-
ralism and the rule of law, 
making Cambodia now fully 
peaceful and a stable State 
with high economic growth 
over the past two decades,” 
Chhun Lim said.

Also, he said the adaptation 
of modern constitutional val-
ues into Cambodian society 
needs a suitable time to create 
conditions for all members of 
society to have the qualifica-
tions and ability to properly 
understand modern values. 

People, he said, must know 
the realities of society itself, 

its advantages, the potential 
dangers to the nation, and 
understand the line that must 
not be crossed to jointly de-
velop values of modern con-
stitutionalism to be firmly 
rooted in Cambodian society. 

At the same time, society 
must be created in a Khmer 
context and preserve the tra-
ditional culture of the nation.

Chhun Lim said any evalua-
tion of the implementation of 
the Constitution that is based 
on the one-sided criteria of 
modern values will lead to 
injustice to practitioners who 
have striven to achieve many 
great things in the nation. 

Likewise, he said any evalu-
ation of the implementation 
of the Constitution based 
only on Khmer values will 
lead to quality problems 
in the implementation of 

constitutional values in the 
context of globalisation and 
modern political, economic, 
social, cultural, and techno-
logical ideas.

“Therefore, to measure the 
process of implementing the 
Cambodian Constitution to 
be fair and equitable for soci-
ety, it is necessary to take into 
account the Western ideology 
and also consider the tradi-
tional character of Cambodia.

“Only then can we be opti-
mistic and broad-minded in 
evaluating the implementa-
tion of the Constitution in 
Cambodia,” Chhun Lim said.

Democratic Institute for 
Democracy president Pa 
Chanroeun said the Constitu-
tion is a guide for the devel-
opment of Cambodia and a 
foundation for Cambodia to 
build peace.

“On the 27th anniversary of 
the promulgation of the Consti-
tution, it is a wonderful day for 
our people to take a moment 
to look back on the process of 
implementing and following 
our constitutional path.

“The Constitution is about 
rebuilding the nation into an 
island of peace based on a lib-
eral, multi-party democracy, 
ensuring respect for human 
rights, the rule of law and ac-
countability for the nation’s 
destiny,” he said.

However, Chanroeun sees 
that in recent years, the state 
of the democratic and po-
litical process, respect for hu-
man rights and the rule of law 
seemed to be deteriorating.

This situation is in line 
with the claims of the victims 
of abuse, the development 
partners and international 
community who have helped 
Cambodia since the Paris 
Peace Agreements on Octo-
ber 23, 1991.

Constitutional Council 
spokesman Prom Vicheth 
Akara said on Wednesday that 
it is important to ensure that 
the people respect, remember 
and continue to implement 
the spirit of the Constitution.

“In Cambodian society since 
1993, political, economic and 
other issues have changed, 
but what Cambodia can guar-
antee is that a Constitution 
has been in place for the last 
27 years, people are living in 
complete peace and security, 
and their freedoms are pro-
tected,” Vicheth Akara said.

Delegates attend the opening ceremony of the conference celebrating 
the 27th anniversary of Cambodia’s Constitution. voun dara

Outside the Supreme Court Rong Dina, 23, maintained her innocence 
and denied she trafficked 3kg of drugs. kim sarom

Court rejects woman’s 
plea for reduction of 
30-year drug sentence
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The instructions are related to procedures and formalities of managing hairdressing and manicure businesses. Heng CHivoan

salon owners told to seek 
permits to ease inspection
Mom Kunthear

t
He ministry of Culture 
and Fine Arts issued 
a letter to owners of 
hair and nail salons 

instructing them to keep their 
shops clean and to request 
business permits at the One 
Window service Office (OWsO) 
to facilitate inspections. 

Culture minister phoeurng 
sackona’s letter containing 
the instructions was obtained 
by The Post on Wednesday.

the instructions are related 
to procedures and formali-
ties of managing hairdress-
ing and manicure business-
es. the letter also requires all 
business owners in the sector 

to have actual locations.
sakona said staff at the 

OWsO have to inspect the 
business locations to give tech-
nical opinions to office heads 
before submitting application 
forms for business permits to 
town and district governors for 
review and approval.

sackona said town and dis-
trict administrations had the 
right to issue the business 
permits via the OWsO. Own-
ers of the businesses had to 
publicly display the permits 
to make it easier for OWsO 
staff to carry out their work.

“In case business owners 
don’t come to get public ser-
vices, relevant officials have 
to invite them and give them 

15 days to get the services.
“If a business owner doesn’t 

come as invited, OWsO staff 
have to cooperate with local 
authorities to suspend his or 
her business temporarily,” 
she said.

ministry spokesman Long 
bunna sireyvath told The Post 
on Wednesday that the proce-
dure is lengthy. the ministry 
just issued a new instruction 
allowing them to comply with 
the reforms. the ministry has 
also given the right to sub-na-
tional level officials to provide 
this service.

“sub-national level reforms 
caused the establishment of the 
OWsO. this means the ministry 
of Interior takes charge of this 

work along with the commis-
sion for reforms,” he said.

sireyvath said tax authori-
ties in the past had levied 
taxes on owners by not tell-
ing them clearly about the 
procedure. therefore, the 
ministry of Culture or-
ganised the procedure for 
them to know the value of 
services. It is also aimed at 
getting rid of corruption. 

roeurn sreynoch, 28, the 
owner of sreynoch face and 
nail salon, said she didn’t 
know about the instructions 
and nobody told her about it 
either. she said she will fol-
low the instructions and seek 
permission because she just 
rented a location.

Long Kimmarita

tHe Asian Development bank 
(ADb) has agreed to provide 
$29 million in loans to sup-
port the government’s efforts 
to improve public services 
through reforms in public fi-
nance management and de-
centralisation in rural areas.

Cambodia first conducted de-
centralisation reforms in 2001. 
the new loans will supplement 
the reforms’ ongoing efforts.

An ADb press release on 
september 22 said the second 
Decentralised public service 
and Financial management 
sector Development pro-
gramme includes a $20 mil-
lion policy-based loan that 
will support a programmatic 
approach to strengthening 
local governments’ fiscal 
planning, management, and 
public administration.

It also includes a $9.35 mil-
lion project loan to help build 
the National school of Local 
Administration, a dedicated 
training centre for local gov-
ernment officials. In addition, 
the government will provide 
the project with $1.7 million 
in financing.

senior public sector man-
agement specialist at Asian 
Development bank (ADb) 
Jhelum thomas said the plan 
aims to assist locals across the 
Kingdom to receive sustain-
able, effective and efficient de-
livery of basic public services.

He said it will shorten the 
time taken for people to receive 
the services, whether they live 
in the countryside or the city.

“the plan addresses how 
Covid-19 has made some 
people move from the city to 
rural areas. It puts more pres-
sure on local administrations 
in providing necessary social 
support and basic services 
such as roads, water sup-
plies and sanitation to sup-
port inclusive and equitable 
growth,” she said. 

the ADb said Cambodia’s 

gross domestic product grew 
eight per cent on average an-
nually from 1999 to last year, 
reducing poverty to 13.5 per 
cent in 2014 from 47.8 per 
cent in 2007. but more than 
70 per cent of Cambodians 
lived on less than $3 a day 
during that time. 

Access to basic services has 
been uneven in the country and 
poor and vulnerable house-
holds are especially at high risk.

the ADb expects that the 
fund will improve incomes 
and expense management in 
response to local needs and 
help train local authorities.

ministry of Finance spokes-
man meas sok sensan wel-
comes ADb’s plan.  It is ben-
eficial for citizens and the 
government to achieve their 
decentralisation reform goals, 
he said. 

“the ministry of Finance 
also agrees with ADb and 
benefits from this agreement. 
Our aim is to cooperate to give 
good public services through 
important reforms in public 
financial management and 
decentralisation,” he said.

Democratic Institute presi-
dent pa Chanroeun said the 
ADb fund will make it easier 
for citizens to receive public 
services.

He said during the Covid-19 
crisis, the government lost a 
lot of money, which caused 
the sector to face funding 
shortages. the reform pro-
cess, he said, will be slow. 

“Although state incomes for 
the last period are dependant 
on itself – from collecting 
taxes and income from other 
sectors, the budget that we 
use for sub-level administra-
tion is still limited. If there is 
only a policy of reform but no 
financial policy, then reforms 
will not be fast and effective,” 
he said.

Gov’t gets $29m ADb 
loan to improve public 
services in rural areas

senior police officer probed for threatening couple
Soth Koemsoeun

NAtIONAL police chief Neth 
savoeun called the director of 
the Anti-terrorism Office of 
the ministry of Interior thlang 
phinra for questioning after he 
was accused of threatening a 
couple with a gun.

the couple owns a noodle 
shop in boeung Kak II com-
mune, in tuol Kork district.

Deputy National police chief 
Y sokhy said National police 
officials questioned phinra on 
Wednesday, but he could not 
discuss the result.

this questioning came after 
savoeun called on phinra to 
admit his mistake, mediate or 
apologise to the victim. How-
ever, the mediation was not 
successful and the case will be 
sent to court.

“savoeun will not ignore 
wrongdoing of any official that 
can affect the dignity of the 
whole force. those who com-

mit offences will always be 
punished,” said sokhy. 

the action came after the 
couple filed a complaint to 
Interior minister sar Kheng 
and the bar Association of the 
Kingdom of Cambodia for jus-
tice. phinra is also a lawyer.

the complaint alleges phin-
ra used a gun to threaten the 
owner of the noodle shop and 
her husband. He pointed the 
gun at the couple who were 
having lunch with eight other 
friends.

According to the complaint, 
there was no argument and 
phinra is a frequent customer.

At around noon on the day 
of the incident, september 20, 
the victim was eating with 
friends in the shop because it 
was not open on pchum ben. 
After eating for a while, phinra 
came in uninvited. but because 
they knew each other the wait-
er allowed him to sit and eat.

they continued eating until 

about 2 pm. At that time, phin-
ra was drunk and started 
threatening the owner.

He said he could call phnom 
penh municipal police chief sar 
thet to close the noodle shop.

the husband responded that 
his shop sold noodles and cof-
fee and did not sell any drugs. 
Why would he want to close 
his shop?

phinra then allegedly took 
out his gun and threatened to 
kill them. 

“I call for sar Kheng and 
related authorities to find jus-
tice for me because I am still 
worried about my safety. He 
has money, power and posi-
tion. I cannot confront him.

“I can only depend on the 
law to help me solve this prob-
lem. I ask for $100,000 in com-
pensation and I request he be 
punished seriously. Don’t for-
give him,” Dina wrote. 

The Post could not reach 
phinra for comment. The Anti-Terrorism Office director was accused of threatening a couple with a gun in the capital. FresH news

www.phnompenhpost.com
check The pOsT websiTe 
fOr breAking news
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Successful People Read The Post.Intelligent - In-depth - Independent

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
The Phnom Penh Post, the oldest independent media company in Cambodia, 
is seeking full-time candidates for the following positions:

Sub-editors : 4 Positions1-	
Sales and Marketing Executives: 4 positions2-	

1. Sub-EditorS
Main duties and responsibilities

Report to chief sub-editor/team leader• 
Lay out wire/National pages and manage layouts using InDesign/InCopy• 
Communicate closely with reporters• 

Qualifications/experience required
Bachelor’s degree in journalism or other related fields (preferred but • 
not a must)
Excellent command of English is a must; proficiency in Khmer an asset• 
News/business reporting experience • 
At least one to two years’ experience as sub-editor• 
Familiar with names of state institutions• 
Familiar with specific language used in court, business and politics• 
Sound understanding of local politics and business atmosphere• 
Cambodians preferred but foreign nationals are encouraged to apply• 

2. SalES and MarkEting ExEcutivES
Main duties and responsibilities

Maintain good relationships with clients to inform and update them on • 
latest products and services
Service clients• 
Create branding activities for The Post• 
Represent The Phnom Penh Post when proposing and soliciting • 
advertisements and marketing campaigns

Find prospective clients and propose advertising campaigns • 
Build and maintain relationships with clients before and after sales• 
Understand customers’ needs/feedback/complaints and update market • 
intelligence 
Assist clients in designing their advertisements and advise them on • 
effective media planning  
Meet monthly and quarterly sales targets• 
Perform other tasks as required by the commercial manager• 

Qualifications/experience required
Enjoy meeting people and be self-motivated, energetic and committed, • 
with excellent inter-personal, presentation and communication skills 
Work as a team with a positive, resourceful and sales-driven attitude • 
University qualification in business, marketing or 3 years sales and • 
marketing experience
Sales experience and a good understanding of media or media agencies • 
will be an advantage
Good English, both spoken and written• 
Able to work under pressure and meet tight deadlines  • 

Interested candidates are required to submit a photo-attached CV and cover letter 
with expected salary to the Human Resource and Administration Department at 
the following address no later than September 30, 2020.
Address: The Elements Condominium (Residence 9)  Level 7, Hun Sen Boulevard, 
Chak Angre Krom commune, Meanchey district, Phnom Penh.
Tel: +855 (0) 23 888 161 -162, PO. Box: 146
Email: jobs@phnompenhpost.com
www.phnompenhpost.com  / www.postkhmer.com
Post Media Co, Ltd is an equal opportunities employer.  
Only short-listed candidates will be contacted for  an interview. Applications will 
not be returned.

Mom Kunthear

mINIstrY of education, 
Youth and sport spokesman 
ros soveacha said the num-
ber of students who will sit 
for high school examina-
tions on December 21-20 has 
risen five per cent compared 
to last year. 

soveacha told The Post on 
Wednesday that the number 
totalled 121,201, which is an 
increase of roughly 6,000. Of 
the students, 63,937 are girls 
and 57,264 boys.

According to a statistics 
report on examination can-
didates in the capital and 24 
provinces, 40,765 (33. 63 per 
cent) will sit for science ex-
aminations and 80,436 (66. 37 
per cent) for social science.

soveacha said there are 237 
examination centres, an in-
crease of 35. there are 4,891 
examination rooms, 167 more 
than last year.

“the number increases or 
decreases. this is nothing un-
usual because every year the 
number of candidates chang-
es.  It depends on students 
who study and students who 
sit for examinations.  

“What is new this year is 
their candidacy was not de-
prived. It means that as long 
as they applied to sit for the 
examinations, they have a 
right to sit for them.

“It is different from the past 
several years when candi-

dates were rejected because 
they were absent too many 
times or didn’t do well in the 
first and second semester,” 
soveacha said.

He said the ministry is pre-
paring a letter requesting co-
operation from relevant min-
istries and institutions such as 
the ministries of Interior, and 
Health, the Anti-corruption 
unit and the Union of Youth 
Federations of Cambodia. 

He said the ministry would 
confirm the participation of 
relevant ministries and insti-
tutions after they responded 
to the request.

“I would like to send a mes-
sage to students that the ful-
filment of your life wishes 
is in your hands. self-study 
plays a crucial role, especially 
in the context of Covid-19.

“In other words, I ask all 
candidates and education 
officials to be careful and re-
spect the road traffic Law, 
especially during the exami-
nations,” he said.

Cambodian Independent 
teachers Association (Cita) 
president Ouk Chayavy said 
students studied less and 
didn’t study regularly this 
year due to Covid-19.

“this year, perhaps the min-
istry will prepare less difficult 
examination papers com-
pared to the past few years. I 
think high school examina-
tions this year might be easier 
than last year,” she said.

High school exam 
takers up to 121,201

Gov’t allocates K speu land
Soth Koemsoeun

t
He Council of minis-
ters has requested the 
ministry of environ-
ment and Kampong 

speu provincial authorities to 
allocate land to citizens from 
41 families, including those 
from the military. 

the total land to be distributed 
is 264.81ha located in trapaing 
Chor commune, Oral district.

the request follows a letter 
that minister of National De-
fence tea banh sent to prime 
minister Hun sen in April.

the government ordered en-
vironment minister say sam Al 
and the Kampong speu provin-
cial administration to check and 
process the land for 41 families. 

The Post could not contact man 
mach, sub-region operations 
commander of Kampong speu 
province who requested more  
information about the plan.

Kampong speu provincial 
governor Vei samnang said 
on Wednesday that the gov-
ernment has a land policy to 
provide land concessions to 
help poor citizens while strik-
ing a balance between con-

servation and development.
He said although there is de-

bate about the land allocation 
policy, authorities still have to 
follow the law by not allowing 
land encroachment, he said. 

Anti-Corruption, Natu-
ral resource protection and 
Civil rights protection (ACN-
CIpO) director Chea Hean on 
Wednesday said he disagreed 
with allocating land in phnom 
Oral Wildlife sanctuary. 

He said it can present an op-
portunity for criminals who are 
preparing plans to request state 
land to sell to other people. 

 “I don’t disagree with giv-
ing land to the military or truly 
poor citizens. However, this 
case is very suspicious. they are 
finding clients to buy land now 
and I am investigating to find 
the people who lie to the gov-
ernment to get land,” he said.

ministry of environment 
spokesman Neth pheaktra said 
allocating land is the policy de-
cided by the government. 

He said there is a specific 
check, especially identifica-
tion of the land and the peo-
ple who will receive it before 
it is allocated.

More than 40 poor and military families will be granted 264.81ha of land in Trapaing Chor commune, Oral district. chea hean via Facebook



Khorn Savi

ENVIRONMENT officers said 
foul play is not suspected in 
the death of a gaur on Sat-
urday at Kulen Prum Tep 
Wildlife Sanctuary in Oddar 
Meanchey province. 

There was no evidence that 
it died from being trapped 
or shot. Only its skeleton re-
mained, as found by environ-
ment officers and forest rang-
ers during a patrol on Sunday.

However, its head and some 
parts of its skeleton were 
missing. The remaining parts 
of the skeleton were collected 
by the Wildlife Conservation 
Society (WCS) office. The gaur 
is said to have died about two 
months ago.

Oddar Meanchey provincial 
environment department di-
rector Phuong Lina told The 
Post that it is the first time a 
gaur was found dead at the 
sanctuary, which is under strict 
conservation and protection.

Experts are investigating the 
reason for its death. There is no 
specific assumption whether it 
was killed or died naturally.

“We don’t know the specific 
reason for its death. The gaur 
was old as parts of its skeleton 
are big. Forest in this area is 
conserved strictly. We have 
many forces who take part in 
patrols, such as forest rangers 
and the WCS,” he said.

The sanctuary occupies 
402,500ha of land located in 

Preah Vihear, Siem Reap and 
Oddar Meanchey provinces. 

This sanctuary consists of 
rare animals such as banteng, 
sambar deer, bears, elephants 
and gaurs. In the past, rang-
ers reported seeing herds of 
gaur and individual ones in 
the area, Lina said. 

In the past, environment 
officers and WCS found traps, 
but they were not for large 
wild animals like gaurs. They 
were mostly for trapping wild 
boars, he said.

In March, environment offi-

cers and WCS officials found a 
dead gaur that was trapped by 
hunters at the Southern Car-
damom National Park in Veal 
Veng district, Pursat province.

In May, a five-year-old gaur 
was shot and only its head 
was left behind in Prey Preah 
Roka Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Preah Vihear province. 

It’s estimated that about 
21,000 gaurs are living in In-
dia and Southeast Asia. Gaurs 
are listed on the International 
Union for Conservation of 
Nature’s red list (IUCN).

National
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Rules set for meat processors
Khorn Savi

T
HE Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries has an-
nounced the introduction of 
procedures and the imposition 

of fines on offences related to animal 
health and food production.

The announcement was issued on 
Tuesday and signed by minister Veng 
Sakhon. It said that skilled units in charge 
of animal production and veterinary ser-
vices such as the General Department of 
Animal Health and Production and the 
departments of agriculture in the capital 
and provinces can impose fines.

It said failure to clean up slaughter-
houses, processing facilities, meat stalls, 
animal treatment departments and facili-
ties, animal breeding and raising facilities, 
animal medicine supply and sale facilities 
and food distribution facilities, will result 
in a one million riel ($243) fine.

businesses that fail to follow regulations 
banning the trafficking of contaminated 
animals and which fail to eradicate viruses 
in buildings, tools and means of transport 
will be slapped with the same fine. 

According to the announcement, the 
sale of unauthorised animal medicine or 
foods will result in a four million riel fine.

The sale and distribution of animal 
meat or producing animals without 
stamps or veterinary labels will result in 
a seven million riel fine.

The failure to follow technical standards 
for packaging and Khmer-language infor-
mation labels for animal medicine or foods, 
the wholesale and retail of expired animal 
medicine and the raising and breeding of 
unregistered commercial animals will also 
be met with a seven million riel penalty.

The announcement said fines are im-
posed on offenders who admit their mis-
takes in writing and agree to pay. but if an 
offender doesn’t admit to his or her mis-

takes and pay fines, officials have to build 
a case file to be referred to the court. 

Fines have to be paid to the State via 
the General Department of National 
Treasury or the treasury department in 
the capital and provinces.

For repeat offenders, fines will be 
doubled. Continuing such offences can 
cause the business to have its certifica-
tions or permits revoked. Case files will 
also be sent to court. 

General Directorate of Animal Health 
and Production director-general Tan 
Phannara told The Post on Wednesday 
that the announcement was made with 
reference to the contents of the law on 
animal health and production, which 
has been in place since 2016.

In general, a law always consists of many 
prakas that were announced one by one.

“The General Directorate of Animal 
Health and Production has a right to 
fine offenders. We have to make that an-

nouncement according to the law. We 
have a right to issue small fines for minor 
offences, while bigger fines are issued at 
the discretion of the minister,” he said.

Cambodia Livestock Raisers Associa-
tion director Srun Pov said nationwide 
slaughterhouses have always been sani-
tised, especially at the outset of the Afri-
can swine fever outbreak. but the sani-
tisation of the slaughterhouses has no 
standards yet.

He said officials have always educated 
slaughterhouse owners. People living near 
their locations have also complained of 
stench or the release of wastewater that 
affected the environment. but offenders 
have never been fined.

In late May this year, the ministry de-
cided to suspend two companies tem-
porarily from importing live pigs from 
Thailand – Chanthou Mean Chey Import 
Export and  3-TH Agri Development for 
repeat offences.

Failure to comply with the procedures will result in a one million riel ($243) fine. HENG CHIVOAN

Skeleton of gaur found 
at O Meanchey sanctuary

The gaur’s skeleton was found at a sanctuary in Oddar Meanchey prov-
ince. ENVIrONmENt mINIstry

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

THE director of online news 
outlet heromannews.com was 
arrested on Monday in Siem 
Reap along with three others 
on drug-related charges.

Yen Soya, 36, and the other 
suspects were sent to the Siem 
Reap Provincial Court on 
Wednesday afternoon.

Provincial Military Police’s 
anti-drug trafficking bureau 
chief Theav Chandara said 
Soya lived in Siem Reap town’s 
Teuk Vil commune. The three 
others are 29-year-old So Vis-
al, a car mechanic, Chea Srey 
Pich, 18, a businesswoman 
and Un Srey Pich, 22.

“They were arrested while 
using and packaging drugs 
in small bags for trafficking,” 
Chandara said.

He said the police had been 
following their activities for 
more than a month. When the 
police moved in, they confis-
cated three packages, each 
containing 9.02g of metham-
phetamine. Police also took 
five mobile phones, a walkie-
talkie and a weighing scale.

“So far, they have refused to 
cooperate to tell us about the 
source of the drugs they bought, 
used and distributed,” he said.

The Post could not reach 
heromannews.com for com-
ment on Wednesday.

Cambodian Journalists Al-
liance (CamboJA) executive 
director Nop Vy said Soya’s al-
leged actions could affect the 

dignity of the journalists and 
owners of the news outlet.

“Journalists play a key role 
in promoting improvement in 
terms of socio-economic de-
velopment and the rule of law.

“but if the allegations are 
true, then it goes completely 
contrary to the code of profes-
sional journalism,” Vy said.

In a separate case, the 
Phnom Penh municipal po-
lice arrested a Chinese man 
in Chamkarmon district on 
Wednesday and seize several 
kilogrammes of drugs.

Phnom Penh municipal po-
lice spokesman San Sok Seiha 
told The Post that on Wednes-
day afternoon the man, Ly 
Meng Sing, was arrested in 
front of a hotel in Chamkar-
mon district’s Tonle bassac 
commune after he was found 
with 14 packages of drugs.

“before arresting him, po-
lice found a large bag of white 
powder suspected to be drugs 
weighing about 5kg near a 
black Lexus GS 300.

“We monitored the SUV 
and saw a man arrive with a 
large suitcase. Seeing this, we 
arrested him. Upon check-
ing the suspect’s suitcase, we 
found 14 more packages of 
drugs,” Sok Seiha said.

He said police took the evi-
dence to the laboratory and 
are questioning Ly.

Local police officials in-
volved in the operation told 
The Post the drugs are believed 
to be heroin.

News director sent to 
court for drug dealing



Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,300 17,320 17,340 17,280

2 GTI 3,300 3,300 3,300 3,300

3 PAS 13,980 14,000 14,060 13,980

4 PEPC 3,220 3,240 3,240 3,220

5 PPAP 11,700 11,700 11,700 11,680

6 PPSP 2,290 - 2,290 2,290

7 PWSA 6,100 6,180 6,180 6,100

Date: September 23, 2020
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USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,096 1.3317 6.7861 104.97 4.1535 1.3650 31.46 0.7132 1.1716 1.2742

tax deal with Indonesia reached
Thou Vireak

C
AmbODIA and Indo-
nesia have reached 
an agreement on 
double tax avoid-

ance (DtA), the General De-
partment of taxation (GDt) 
said on tuesday.

If the remaining approval 
procedures are completed in 
the course of 2020, the DtA 
could take effect from as early 
as January 1, said the GDt.

It said the agreement will 
protect nationals of either 
country from double taxation 
and expressed its hopes that it 
will boost bilateral investment.

As obliged by Article 29 of 
the DtA, the Indonesian gov-
ernment recently notified the 
Cambodian government that 
it had completed the internal 
procedures that are required 
for the entry into force, it 
added.

An official from the GDt’s 
Department of Legislation, 
Fiscal policy and International 
tax Cooperation, who declined 
to be named, told The Post that 
the DtA will further shore up 
bilateral trade.

“the agreement will facili-
tate investment between the 
two countries and will help 

boost Indonesian investment 
into Cambodia,” he said.

Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce vice-president 
Lim Heng said the DtA was 
designed to prevent investors 
from dual taxation and will 
allow income tax to be paid 
wherever individuals or com-
panies make a profit.

He said excessive payments 

in the taxpayer’s home coun-
try will be trimmed in the form 
of exemptions or credits.

“the agreement will benefit 
Indonesian operators by not 
having them pay double tax 
on profits and will also prop 
up bilateral trade between the 
two countries,” Heng said.

bilateral trade volume be-
tween Cambodia and Indone-

sia peaked at more than $792 
million last year, up 45.75 
per cent from $543 million in 
2018, data from the ministry 
of Commerce show.

the Kingdom exported about 
$22.32 million worth of prod-
ucts to the Indonesian market 
last year, up 3.96 per cent from 
2018, and imported $770 mil-
lion, up 47.46 per cent.

May Kunmakara

sOUtH Korean-owned phnom 
penh Commercial bank plc 
(ppCbank) and thai-owned 
true money (Cambodia) plc 
(truemoney) on Wednesday 
entered into a memorandum 
of Understanding (moU) to 
speed up loan repayments to 
the bank and encourage digi-
tal payments.

the moU enables ppCbank’s 
clients to repay loans via the 
truemoney Wallet app and at 
agents, the companies said. re-
payment fees will be waived as 
of Wednesday till December 31.

speaking at the signing cer-
emony, ppCbank president 
shin Chang-moo said the 
partnership is another mile-
stone in the bank’s plan to 
make the repayment process 
easier and more convenient.

“We believe that finding a 
good partner is priceless. the 
reputable name of truemoney 
would definitely give peace of 
mind to our customers when it 
comes to repaying their loans 
through third parties,” he said.

truemoney chief strate-
gic officer Khuon Frandara, 
noted that the fintech brand 
truemoney is operated by 
Ascend money Co, which is a 
digital financial services ven-
ture of the bangkok-based 
conglomerate Charoen pok-
phand Group (Cp Group).

establishing the company’s 
operations in Cambodia in 2016, 
truemoney now has more than 
10,000 agents on the ground, 
which she noted is the country’s 
largest fintech agent network.

“As a fintech company, true-
money also has the backing 

of one of the strongest names 
in the global financial sector – 
Ant Financial which is owned 
by Alibaba.

“ppCbank also has strong 
partners such as Jeonbuk 
bank, Apro Financial and Jb 
Woori Capital. so, I can safely 
say that our customers can 
rest assured that their financ-
es are in good hands in their 
dealings with both of our es-
teemed institutions.

“Our aim is to offer con-
venience to all our custom-
ers and to also associate and 
work with reputable organi-
sations such as ppCbank.

“We are thrilled to be en-
tering into this partnership 
with an organisation that 
shares our deep commitment 
to our Cambodian custom-
ers’ financial wellbeing, and 
to providing customers with 
best-in-class service through 
personal contact and innova-
tive digital platforms,” Fran-
dara said.

the number of active e-wal-
let accounts in the Kingdom hit 
5.22 million last year, a marked 
64 per cent surge from 2018, 
the National bank of Cambo-
dia (NbC) report in June.

It also noted that the num-
ber of deposit accounts at fi-
nancial institutions reached 
7.62 million last year.

the volume of money trans-
fers via banks and payment 
service Institutions (psIs) con-
stituted $57.99 billion last year, 
or 213 per cent of the gross 
domestic product (GDp), data 
compiled by the NbC show.

meanwhile, mobile payments 
via banks and psIs equalled 22.9 
per cent of 2019 GDp.

tesLA Inc on tuesday said it is slash-
ing battery costs to speed a global shift 
to renewable energy, and could have a 
$25,000 self-driving model available in 
three years or so.

CeO elon musk (pictured) and the 
head of tesla’s power team laid out bat-
tery design, material and production in-
novations that combine to cut the cost 
per kilowatt hour by 56 per cent.

New approaches to making lithium-
ion batteries for vehicles are desperately 
needed given the limited supply and 
cost, musk said during a “battery Day” 
presentation.

tesla shares dropped about six per 
cent in after-market trades as investors 
learned the road ahead was not short.

musk had put out word on twitter that 
battery Day announcements would 
be “insane”, driving high expecta-
tions.

During the presentation, 
musk and energy engineering 
senior vice-president Drew 
baglino laid out technical 
details of tesla’s overhaul 
of making batteries, from 
raw materials and design 
to building finished cells 

into the very structures of cars.
Innovations, some still in development, 

were expected to pack more energy into 
battery cells, cut production costs and 
dramatically extend battery life.

they expected it to be several years before 
transformative battery making methods 
were being used at scale in tesla factories.

“It was not one big thing, but a lot of 
little enhancements,” iseeCars executive 
analyst Karl brauer said of battery Day 
revelations, explaining that they all add 

up to batteries that can be made 
faster and cheaper and pro-

vide longer vehicle range.
Innovations include using 

plentiful silicon in batteries 
in place of more expensive 

material and designing bat-
tery cells themselves 

into the very struc-
tures of vehicles, 
he said.

musk and ba-
glino were ada-
mant that a shift 
away from fossil 

fuels toward sus-
tainable energy is a 

vital part of tackling 

climate change.
baglino said: “It’s really important that we 

take action . . . We’re going to run out of these 
fossil fuels, so let’s just move to the future.”

musk said making lithium-ion batter-
ies cheaper and more abundant is essen-
tial to a global shift to renewable power, 
which is tesla’s over-arching goal.

He said: “We are going to work our 
darndest to transition the world to sus-
tainable energy as soon as possible.”

Along with making electric cars, tesla 
has a battery division devoted to power 
cells for its vehicles, as well as storage 
packs for electricity at homes, business-
es or disaster scenes.

tesla makes batteries at its plants in 
the Us and China, and is building a fac-
tory in Germany.

Lithium-ion batteries for tesla models 
are made by panasonic at the electric ve-
hicle company’s “gigafactory” in Nevada.

musk said in a tweet on monday that 
tesla intends to increase battery pur-
chases from panasonic Corp, LG Corp 
and China-based Contemporary Am-
perex technology Co Ltd (CAtL).

He said: “However, even with our cell 
suppliers going at maximum speed, we 
still foresee significant 

ppCbank partners 
with truemoney

tesla cuts on road battery cost to $25K model

PPCBank president Shin Chang-moo (left) and TrueMoney chief strategic 
officer Khuon Frandara look forward to their partnership. hENG ChIVOAN

The General Department of Taxation (GDT) says the DTA could take effect from as early as January 1. POST STAFF



DESPITE the US government’s 
intensified crackdown, Chi-
nese telecoms giant Huawei 
Technologies Co Ltd will con-
tinue its push to apply cutting-
edge technologies to more 
industries and help businesses 
and governments embrace 
digital transformation, rotat-
ing chairman Guo Ping said on 
Wednesday.

Guo said the tech giant is still 
assessing the specific impacts 
of Washington’s latest chip 
curbs which took effect earlier 
this month, and Huawei is 
working hard for survival.

He said: “We will spare no 
efforts to help our supply 
chain partners. Helping them 
is helping ourselves.”

The senior executive used a 
quote from Alexandre Dumas 

to describe the company’s 
state – “All human wisdom is 
contained in these two words 
– ‘Wait and Hope’.”

Guo made the remarks at 

Huawei Connect 2020, an 
annual flagship event hosted 
by Huawei for the global infor-
mation and communication 
technology industry.

At the event, Guo said: “As 
more and more governments 
and enterprises go digital and 
embrace intelligence, the ICT 
sector will see incredible poten-
tial for growth. We look forward 
to opening this new chapter 
together with our partners.”

He shared Huawei’s leading 
practices in helping build 
smart enterprises, campuses 
and cities by integrating ICT 
technology with industrial 
know-how and providing sce-
nario-specific solutions to cre-
ate value for governments and 
enterprises in regard to their 
major business systems.

In the next phase, he said, 
Huawei will work with its part-
ners to apply ICT technologies 
to industries, helping enter-
prises grow their businesses and 

helping governments achieve 
their strategic goals of boosting 
domestic industry, benefiting 
their constituents and improv-
ing overall governance.

Huawei will keep investing 
in key business domains, 
including network, comput-
ing, cloud service and artificial 
intelligence, he said.

According to him, connec-
tivity, computing, cloud and AI 
are like electricity 100 years 
ago, whereas industry applica-
tions are like home appliances 
and industrial equipment 
powered by electricity.

Huawei believes synergy 
across these tech domains will 
not only bring Huawei oppor-
tunities, but create value for 
the entire sector, he said. CHINA 

DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Australia’s unemployment  
rate has fallen to 6.8 per cent  
despite more than 42,000 residents  
of Victoria losing their jobs in 
August alone.

New data from the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics (ABS) showed 
that 111,000 Australians found new 
jobs or resumed employment in the 
past month.

Despite the good news  
nationally, Victoria has continued 
to suffer as a result of Covid-19 
restrictions.

The University of Melbourne 
estimates that without financial aid 
programmes from the government, 
such as “JobKeeper” –  which 

maintains a formal link  
of employment – the nation’s  
jobless rate could be as high as  
11.7 per cent.

Australia’s economy has  
slipped into recession after June 
quarterly data revealed that the 
nation’s gross domestic product 
(GDP) shrunk by seven per cent. 

Data released by the ABS also 
shows that from April to June 
Australia’s GDP suffered its  
biggest drop since records  
began in 1959.

The price of AUD/USD – the 
Australian dollar compared with  
the greenback – was 0.72100 as  
of Tuesday.

From a technical aspect,  
AUD/USD has a strong  
resistance level at 0.75900,  
with the first support level at  
around 0.72000 and the second  
at 0.70900.

Based on this data,  
AUD/USD should be  
trading at between 0.70900  
and 0.75100 (0.75100 held  
since June 2018) in a box  
market, which means investors  
can buy or sell AUD/USD at  
points near the support and 
resistance levels. 

Investors should also trade  
with a stop loss function to  
minimise risk.  

AUD/USD to fall after Aussie job losses

Golden FX Link Capital business manager Chhea Chhayheng. 

Continued from page 1

on families and businesses, 
and help Cambodia’s econo-
my emerge stronger from the 
pandemic.”

Cambodian bicycle exports 
totalled $241.7 million during 
the first half of this year, data 
from the General Department 
of Customs and Excise show.

more than half of the 1.1 
million bicycles exported 
during the first half were sent 
to the EU. Other destinations 
for the bicycles included the 
US, britain and Japan.

The Kingdom imported 
192,397 bicycles totalling $4.34 
million during the same peri-
od, the data showed.

Electrical equipment exports, 
including machinery and 
mechanical appliances, were 
valued at $264.89 million in the 
first four months of this year, 
up 33 per cent year-on-year 
from $198.51 million in the 
same period last year, the min-
istry of Commerce reported.

The largest importers are 
Thailand, China, Japan and 
the US, it said.

meanwhile, the Kingdom 
exported $3.784 billion worth 
of garment, textile and foot-
wear (GTF) products in the 
first half, slipping 5.4 per cent 
from more than $4 billion in 
the same period last year, 
ministry of Labour and Voca-
tional Training spokesman 
Heng Sour said.

He said this at a press confer-
ence on the government’s 
Covid-19 response measures 
held at the ministry of Econo-
my and Finance on July 8.

The Kingdom exported 
goods to the tune of more than 
$7.01 billion in the first half, 
rising nearly three per cent 
year-on-year, the National 
bank of Cambodia reported. 
bicycle exports increased by 
18 per cent in value.

“ADb is supporting the gov-
ernment’s response to the 
pandemic and has provided 
$250 million in concessional 
financing to strengthen health 
systems, expand social protec-
tion and support economic 
recovery,” it said.

Cambodia 
churning out 
more exports 
than in 2019

Laos’ excess power sparks export drive
E

LECTrICITE du Laos 
(EdL) is seeking to 
capitalise on the ex-
cess amount of elec-

tricity generated during the 
rainy season and is looking to 
sell it to more export markets.

Acting managing director 
Chanthaboun Soukaloun said 
that about 1,500mW of po-
tential electricity generation 
was wasted by hydropower 
stations during the high-flow 
wet season.

but Laos has to import more 
electricity from Thailand in 
the dry season at a higher 
price, causing financial diffi-
culties for EdL.

Chanthaboun revealed the 
challenges facing EdL when 
speaking to the media on Tues-
day, before highlighting pos-
sible solutions to enable the 
company to move forward.

The meeting was chaired 
by Deputy minister of Infor-
mation, Culture and Tourism 
Savankhone razmountry and 
attended by representatives 
and journalists from various 
media organisations.

Laos and Thailand exchange 
electricity via EdL and Elec-
tricity Generating Authority 
of Thailand (EGAT).

When Laos has a shortage 
of electricity because of pop-
ulation or business growth, 

it can source electricity from 
Thailand through its trans-
mission lines.

EdL sells 1,000 to 2,000 mil-
lion kWh to Thailand annually 
and imports a similar amount. 
The problem is that Laos sells 
power to Thailand at just five 
US cents per kWh but buys 
power at 11 cents per kWh, 
adding to EdL’s debt burden.

Chanthaboun is looking at 
alternative sources of energy 
in a bid to minimise imports 
and help the company out of 
its financial quagmire.

He said Laos needs to di-
versify its sources of energy 
by developing solar and wind 
power plants and other sourc-
es to address the electricity 
shortage in the dry season.

Chanthaboun also said it 
was essential to build high-
voltage transmission lines 
and find more markets for 
Lao electricity so the country 
could capitalise fully on its 
hydropower potential.

It was also critical to look at 
how Laos could store water 
in the wet season in order to 
produce more electricity to 

compensate for the electricity 
shortage in the dry season.

The amount of power gen-
erated by EdL has grown rap-
idly while domestic usage has 
remained relatively stable.

Savankhone called on the 
media to act more responsi-
bly and to gain an in-depth 
understanding of issues be-
fore reporting them to the 
public.

He said EdL and the media 
should work more closely to-
gether to ensure that the pub-
lic better understood the Par-
ty and government’s policy 
surrounding the importance 
of energy for socio-economic 
development.

In 2016, EGAT signed a 
memorandum of Under-
standing with EdL to increase 
the purchase of electricity 
from 7000mW to 9000mW.

When Laos is in need of 
electricity, Thailand sells 
power back to Laos which is 
transmitted through the same 
power lines.

As of January this year, Laos 
has been able to generate al-
most 5,000mW for export. 
Laos has signed electricity 
sales agreements with Thai-
land, Cambodia and Vietnam, 
and is discussing the possibil-
ity of additional exports. VIEN-

TIANE TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Laos has been able to generate almost 5,000MW for export as of January. EDL-GENERATION PCL

Huawei Technologies Co Ltd rotating chairman Guo Ping. SUPPLIED

US curbs will not stop tech push, says Huawei



New REITs allow 
Thai property 
owners to set 
buy-back price

A new category of real estate 
investment trusts (ReIT) will 
be set up as a measure to 

help property businesses in Thai-
land affected by the Covid-19 crisis.

The Securities and exchange 
Commission (SeC) said the new 
ReITs will come with a buy-back 
obligation under which properties 
are sold back to their owners at a 
specified period and value.

For example, if a hotel’s unit value 
is 100 baht ($3.20) during normal 
times, during the Covid-19 crisis, 
the owner can sell them to the ReIT 
at 50 baht to boost financial liquidity.

The owner can specify that he/she 
will buy the hotel back in five years 
at 70 baht, whether the value then is 
higher or lower than the 70 baht.

Under the other category, 
so-called “ReIT with first right”, 
owners are given first option to buy 
back their properties but no price is 
fixed in advance. If the owners are 
not interested in repurchasing, the 
properties can be offered to other 
investors.

The SeC said that ReIT investment 
units will be sold to general inves-
tors, with conditions and details 
similar to debentures.

Official conditions on the new Re-
ITs should be effective by the fourth 
quarter of this year, it added. THE 

NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Land division 
segment in 
jeopardy due 
to pandemic
Hin Pisei

r
eAL estate trans-
actions in Cambo-
dia’s land division 
projects remain 

in jeopardy more than nine 
months on since the onset 
and spread of Covid-19, ex-
perts have said.

the land division seg-
ment had experienced an 
unbridled boom in the years 
leading up to the outbreak 
with prices on a steady 
march upwards, above all in 
phnom penh and surround-
ing areas, they said.

Land division refers to the 
process in which develop-
ers create new allotments 
by splitting land into smaller 
parcels with separate lot ti-
tles. this is done to boost the 
value of their land holding by 
leveraging the development 
potential of their property.

Chailin sear realty Co Ltd 

(CL realty) CeO sear Chailin 
told The Post on Wednesday 
that the pandemic has led to 
a nationwide slowdown in 
land division market activity.

though their profitability 
had diminished over the pe-
riod, he noted that the prices 
of the plots had by and large 
not fallen.

“the land division market 
has yet to show an inkling of 
recovery. As I see it, in 2020 
as a whole, it cannot be as 
good as it was last year.

“transactions in phnom 
penh’s land division proj-
ects could fall by as much as 
50-70 per cent compared to 
2019, when the market was 
very bullish,” Chailin said.

but with nearly 20 years 
of experience in real estate, 
Chailin contends that land 
division is a desirable strat-
egy to develop the national 
economy and provide af-
fordable housing for the 

Kingdom’s low- and middle-
income earners.

Ven Chhunheat, board 
director of Dey thmey real 
estate Co Ltd, which has 
developed several land di-
vision projects in northern 
and western phnom penh, 
acknowledged that sales 
have declined slightly since 
the beginning of this year 
but expects the situation 
to normalise following last 
week’s pchum ben festival.

He said: “Land division 
sales to a sharp dive dur-

ing the replacement Khmer 
New Year and pchum ben 
holidays, but after a month, I 
expect it to recover as Covid-
19 eases somewhat.”

He added that prices of 
the subdivided plots had 
not increased much against 
last year.

meanwhile, Chim sochea, 
a developer of a project 
along National road 51 in 
Kampong speu province’s 
northeastern Oudong dis-
trict, said he did not see a 
decline in sales.

In contrast, he said some 
customers had ramped up 
their purchases, taking full 
advantage of the Covid-19 
era’s slowed price increases 
and discounts.

“For my money, today’s 
buyers of subdivided plots will 
have a great chance of reaping 
in heftier profits in the future.

“With the gradual im-
provement of the Covid-19 
situation, I expect the mar-
ket to revive by November 
or early December,” sochea 
said.

Transactions in Phnom Penh’s land division projects could fall by as much as 50-70 per cent compared to 
last year. SUPPLIED

FOreIGNers will be able to 
own condominiums in Laos 
once the authorities enforce the 
newly revised Law on Land.

the Lao Official Gazette, 
a government website that 
publishes state legislation, 
has posted the latest version 
of the Law on Land, which 
permits foreigners to own 
condominiums.

Under Article 132 of the law, 
foreigners can now purchase 
and own condominiums in 
Laos.

Under the revised law, for-
eigners can also own land use 
rights under land lease and 
concession agreements with 
Lao citizens and the govern-
ment. However, land owner-
ship rights are limited to 30 
years and 50 years respectively.

Land leases and conces-
sions may be renewed with 
the consent of the govern-
ment, National Assembly or 
provincial people’s Council, 
according to Articles 117 and 
120 of the law.

Officials from the Lao Na-
tional Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry said the govern-
ment’s decision to allow for-
eigners to own condomini-
ums will be a major boost to 
the real estate market.

In the past, foreigners faced 
difficulties in purchasing real 
estate as there was no sup-
porting legislation.

this slowed the develop-
ment of the real estate mar-
ket, they said, adding that 
some foreigners had bought 

property using a Lao proxy.
rentsbuy managing director 

Houmphanh salyalath said on 
monday: “the new legislation 
will give foreigners confidence 
about buying real estate in Laos 
as there is now legal backup for 
such transactions.”

He said his company had 
received many enquiries from 
Lao people living overseas 
and from Westerners about 
the government’s ruling on 
property ownership, adding 
that this indicated there was 
a bright future for the real es-
tate business.

Houmphanh said he ex-
pected Chinese investment 
in real estate would be more 
visible in the coming years 
alongside the completion and 
operation of the Laos-China 
railway.

Officials say Laos is not the 
first country to allow foreign 
nationals to own condo-
miniums, adding that neigh-
bouring countries regard 
investment in condominium 
construction as a major boost 
to economic growth.

Observers note that Laos is 
a peaceful country and cen-
trally located in the mekong 
region.

the government’s decision 
to transform the landlocked 
country into a land link would 
make Laos a new and attrac-
tive investment destination, 
they said, especially as it 
borders on China, one of the 
world’s largest markets. VIEN-

TIANE TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Foreigners may soon 
own condos in Laos

‘Now is the time to land deals in m’sia’
tHe current sluggish malaysian prop-
erty market could be a “period of oppor-
tunity” for buyers and investors, experts 
and consultants have said.

Cbre-WtW group managing direc-
tor Foo Gee Jen has expressed optimism 
about the local property market despite 
the global pandemic and its impact on 
the economy.

“there is a lot of opportunity in the 
market as there are plenty of available as-
sets that weren’t available before,” he said 
during a panel discussion at the 2020 Na-
tional Housing and property summit in 
Kuala Lumpur on september 15.

Foo said sellers were also “more rea-
sonable” with their prices now.

“many are willing to negotiate. Further-
more, compared with the previous crises 
when interest rates were in the double 
digits, it’s really low today,” he said.

Foo also pointed out that despite the 
current economic situation, the prop-
erty market has not crashed. “even with 
the pandemic, the market has not hit a 
hard landing.”

the property market, he said, had 
been “moving sideways” for six years 
now, adding that the situation is likely to 
persist this year as well.

“the market has been moving like a 
crab since 2014. but the issue is, are our 
homes expensive or salaries too low?”

savills malaysia deputy managing direc-
tor Nabeel Hussain said malaysia’s prop-
erty market is considered attractive to for-
eign investors because of the affordability.

“malaysian properties are considered 
among the least expensive in the region 
and globally. We also have one of the 
most successful affordable housing re-
gimes in the world,” he said.

Despite the economic slowdown, Na-
beel said the property market had not 
ground to a halt.

He said: “We still have property trans-
actions this year, they are just a bit slow.

“Yes, we’re worried about the virus, but 
things need to keep moving. We can’t 
just sit down and do nothing.”

meanwhile, Juwai IQI Holdings global 
chief economist shan saeed pointed out 
that the straits of malacca was one of the 
most important shipping waterways in 
the world and would continue to make 
malaysia a vital trade destination for 
global powerhouses such as China.

“We expect malaysia to stabilise by the 
fourth quarter of this year,” he said.

the full-day summit was organised 
by KsI strategic Institute for Asia pacific 
and co-organised by FIAbCI malaysia.

to boost the local property sector, the 
government reintroduced the Home 
Ownership Campaign (HOC) in June un-
der the short-term economic recovery 
plan (penjana).

Under the campaign, stamp duty exemp-
tion is provided on the transfer of property 
and loan agreement for the purchase of 

homes priced between 300,000 and 2.5 
million ringgit ($73,000 and $610,000).

meanwhile, the exemption on the 
instrument of transfer is limited to the 
first one million ringgit of the home 
price, while full stamp duty exemption 
is given on loan agreement effective for 
sales and purchase agreements signed 
between June 1 and may 31, 2021.

In addition, real property gains tax 
(rGpt) exemption is also given to malay-
sians for the disposal of up to three proper-
ties between June 1, 2020 and Dec 31,2021.

the HOC was kicked off in January to 
address the overhang problem in the 
country. the campaign, which was ini-
tially intended for six months, was ex-
tended for a year.

the HOC proved successful, having 
generated total sales of 23.2 billion ring-
git last year, surpassing the government’s 
initial target of 17 billion ringgit. THE STAR 

(MALAYSIA)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Malaysia’s property market is considered attractive to foreign investors because of the 
affordability. PIXABAY
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Apartment for Rent
Located at west of Independence 
Monument, 2 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen, lot of sunlight.
Price: $1,200/month

Apartment for Rent
Located at North West of Russian 
Market, 1, 2 and 3 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen and balcony. 
Price: $700, $900, and $1800/M

Apartment for rent
Located near Russian Market, 2 
bedrooms, open living room, bal-
cony, fully furnished, nice kitchen, 
lot of sunlight. 
Price: $1,200/month

Renovated apartment for rent 
Located: Near Royal Palace
2 bedrooms, well renovated, 
Fully furnished, good security, 
many facilities around.  
Price: $750/month

Garden Villa for rent in BKK1
2 floors, 5 bedrooms, spacious 
living room, fully furnished, big 
kitchen and balcony. Good for 
residence or office.
Price: $7,000/month

Villa for rent in North Bridge 
Very big garden, 5 bedrooms, 
large living room, fully furnished, 
western kitchen, big balcony, 
very safe and quiet.
Price: $3,500/month 

Villa for rent 
Located in Sangkat Boeung Pro-
lit, Khan 7 Makara, 6 bedrooms, 
living room, kitchen, many facili-
ties around, safe and quiet.
Price: $5,000/month

Modern villa for rent 
In Grand Phnom Penh, 5 bed-
rooms, large living room, modern 
designed, fully furnished, modern 
kitchen, big balcony.
Price: $1,700/month

Villa for rent in Bassac Garden City
2 floors, 4 bedrooms, large living 
room, fully furnished, modern 
kitchen, big balcony,  
safe and quiet.
Price: $3,500/month

Villa for rent next to BBK1
7 bedrooms, large living room, 
partially furnished, big balcony, 
some trees, very safe 
and quiet. 
Price: $3,000/month

Office space for rent
On main street, size from 
200sqm to 400sqm, 7 floors,  
2 lifts, parking, open space,  
very safe.
Price: $14/sqm 

Office space for rent 
Located at west of Olympic 
Stadium, size from 840sqm to 
500sqm, 2nd floor, 2 lifts, park-
ing, open space, very safe.
Price: $16/sqm 

Shophouse for rent near AEON 2
Located in borey The Premier 
Land near AEON 2, 
6 bedrooms, good for office  
and business.
Price: $1,500/month

Shophouse for rent 
Located in Borey Penghout The 
Star Diamond, Road 60m, 
Land size:4.5m x 20m, 
House size: 4.5m x 12m, 
Price: $1,200/month

APARtMENt fOR RENt/SAlE VillA fOR RENt OffiCE SPACE /ShOPhOuSE fOR RENt

089 200 300  
012 390 390tel: 

Address: #394 - 396 (Home City Building), Street 71, 
Chamkarmon, Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Email: info@towncity.com, www.towncity.com

Email : info.epiagency@gmail.com
http://www.easypropertyrealty.com
#19DE0, St. 172, Sangkat Chey Chomnes, Khan Doun Penh.
Tel: 015 777 586 / 061 777 586 / 011 777 587

#35, Street.P10D, Borey Peng Huoth The Star Polaris 1, 
Sangkat Niruoth, Khan Chbaampov, Phnom Penh,  
E-Mail: info@katappraisal.com  / www.katappraisal.com
089 888 366, 089 888 277 | 089 888 377, 089 888 755

link house for sale
Land size :  4.1m x 14m
House size :  4.1m x 12m 
Location :  Borey Leng Navatra 
Sangkat Chaom Chau 
Price: $67,000 (Negotiable)   

Shop house for sale at Borey Peng 
huoth Boeung Snor
Land Size :  4.5m x 21m 
House Size : 4.5m x 14m
Location : Sangkat Niroth 
Price: $290,000 (Negotiable)  

flat for sale
Land size :  4.2m x 20.5m 
House Size :  4.2m x 13m 
Location :  Borey Lim Chheanghak  
Veal Sbov
Price: $69,800 (Negotiable) 

Olympia condo SOhO type for sale  
Size : 45Sqm 
Location : Sangkat Orussey,  
Khan 7 Makara
Phnom Penh
Price : $13,000 (Negotiable)
   

Villa lC1 for sale
Land Size : 5.2m x 14m 
House Size : 5.2m x 7m 
Location : Chea Sophara, Borey Peng 
Huoth The Star Premier
Price: $84,500 (Negotiable)  

twin Villa for sale at Borey Peng 
huoth PC market
Land Size : 6m x 16m
House Size : 6m x 12m 
Location : Chak Ang Re Luer 
Price : $385,000 (Negotiable)

land for sale
Land Size: 11.5m x 150m
Title: Hard
Location: Prek Eng 
Chbar Ampov, Phnom Penh
Price: $400/m2

land for sale
Land size: 17,089m2 
Location: Dang Kao
Phnom Penh
Cambodia
Price: $180/m2 (Negotiable)

land for sale 
Land: Size 32m x 54m
Location: Chaom Chau
Khan Porsenchey
Phnom Penh
Price: $350/m2

land for sale
Land size: 16m x 22m 
Location: Prek Eng 
Chbar Ampov 
Phnom Penh
Price: $120,000

flat house for sale
Land size: 4m x 22.5m
House size: 4m x 15m
Location: Khan Russey keo
.Phnom Penh
Price : $183,000

two flat houses for sale
Land size: 4.5m x 21m
House size: 4.5m x 16m
Location: Russey keo
Khan Porsenchey
Price: $98,000 (per flat)

Grade A office outlook
-  Near ISPP and 60M
-  Size from 32m2 
-  Price starts from usd 7/m2

-  Air conditioning  
 and carpets 
-  Motor bike and car parking space  
 available

TATY 1381 

TATY 1529
Mini Warehouse and affordable office package 
-  National Road 2, behind Hun Sen Boulevard(60M),  
 10 minutes drive to Aeon 1.
-  warehouse size from 132m2 to 3,000m2

-  warehouse price starts from USD 3/m2 
-  office size from 24 m2 
-  office starts from USD 5/m2

- 24 hrs security team and surveillance camera

012 72 32 72

TERRATEX DEVELOPMENT
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world

FreNCH president emman-
uel macron on tuesday said 
europe would not compro-
mise with the Us over Wash-
ington’s move to reactivate 

sanctions on Iran, warning 
the so-called snapback could 
undermine the UN security 
Council and increase middle 
east tensions.

macron assailed the “maxi-
mum pressure” policy of Us 
president Donald trump, 
saying it had failed to curb 
tehran’s interference in the 
region or ensure it would not 
acquire a nuclear weapon.

macron told the UN Gen-
eral Assembly’s 75th session 
by video from paris: “We will 
not compromise on the acti-
vation of a mechanism that 
the Us is not in a position to 
activate on its own after leav-
ing the agreement.

“this would undermine the 
unity of the security Council 
and the integrity of its deci-
sions, and it would run the 
risk of further aggravating 
tensions in the region.”

the trump administration 
says it is “snapping back” 

virtually all UN sanctions on 
Iran lifted under the nuclear 
accord with tehran, negoti-
ated under former president 
barack Obama but which 
trump abandoned in 2018.

Washington says it can re-
impose the sanctions because it 
is still a “participant” in the ac-
cord, a position denounced by 
europe as legally untenable.

trump has insisted that one 
of the inadequacies of the 
nuclear deal is the failure to 
address Iran’s ballistic missile 
programme or its interventions 
in other middle east countries.

In a nod to Washington, ma-
cron said additional frame-
works were needed for effec-
tively dealing with the Iranian 
nuclear programme, adding 
there needed to be a “capacity 

to complete” the 2015 accord.
these would ensure that 

“we will respond to Iran’s bal-
listic activity, but also its de-
stabilisation in the region”.

macron insisted that France, 
along with its european allies 
britain and Germany, would 
keep up its demand for “full 
implementation” of the Iran 
nuclear deal.

He added that they would “not 
accept the violations committed 
by Iran”, which has ramped up 
its nuclear activity in response 
to the Us withdrawal.

macron has also been at 
loggerheads with turkey over 
its hydrocarbon research ac-
tivities in the eastern mediter-
ranean, which have increased 
tensions with its traditional 
rival Greece.

the French president has ex-
changed angry words with turk-
ish counterpart recep tayyip 
erdogan, though the tone has 
moderated in recent days with 
all sides favouring dialogue.

France is also fuming over 
turkey’s military intervention 
in Libya.

macron said: “We respect 
turkey, we are ready for dia-
logue with it, but we expect 
it to respect european sover-
eignty, international law and 
provide clarifications on its 
action in Libya, as in syria.”

In a clear reference to er-
dogan’s tough-talking, he 
added: “Insults are ineffec-
tive. And all these words and 
all these acts have no place 
in responsible relations be-
tween states.” AFP

macron: No compromise with Us on Iran sanctions

britain to impose new virus 
curbs as WHO issues warning
t

He british govern-
ment announced 
fresh steps on tues-
day to try to stop a 

coronavirus surge in england, 
as the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) warned that new 
cases worldwide soared to re-
cord levels last week.

the tally of 1,998,897 infec-
tions was “the highest num-
ber of reported cases in a sin-
gle week since the beginning 
of the epidemic”, the WHO 
said, adding that the number 
of deaths fell compared with 
the previous week.

the death toll in the Us 
passed another dismal mile-
stone on tuesday, soaring 
beyond 200,000 as cases ap-
proached seven million in the 
world’s worst-affected country.

the ramped-up response in 
britain followed warnings that 
the country could see an ex-
plosion of cases and deaths if it 
failed to take decisive action.

From thursday, english 
pubs, bars and other ven-
ues will be required to close 
at 10:00pm. Food and drink 
outlets will also be restricted 
to table service.

some businesses have criti-
cised the move, saying it will 
inflict more suffering on an 
already beleaguered industry.

but customers outside ca-
fes in central London were 
broadly supportive of the 
new rules if it meant avoiding 
another lockdown.

“It isn’t all about the money. 
It should be about people’s 
lives,” Francesca Galluzzo, an 
operations manager, said.

britain has also shelved 
plans to allow fans to return 
to sporting venues in england 
next month and boosted fines 
for rule-breakers in broad 
tightening of restrictions.

many nations in europe 
were easing restrictions af-
ter largely overcoming initial 

outbreaks, but the resurgence 
of the virus has forced them 
to tighten curbs again.

spanish minister of Health, 
social services and equality 
salvador Illa on tuesday called 
on madrid residents to limit 
their movements and social 
contacts to the essential.

Across europe, hundreds of 
major events have been scaled 
back or cancelled and on tues-
day the most august of all gath-
erings, the Nobel prize cer-
emony, announced it had also 
succumbed to the pandemic.

the famous event in the 
swedish capital stockholm 
recognising excellence in sub-
jects from economics to phys-
ics has been cancelled for the 
first time since 1944, set to be 
replaced by a televised event.

rather than receiving their 
medals and diplomas from 

the king of sweden in person, 
the winners will be honoured 
in their own countries.

the Nobel peace prize cer-
emony in Norway in Decem-
ber will also be scaled back.

An eU leaders’ summit due 
to start on thursday was mean-
while postponed after a secu-
rity guard tested positive for 
coronavirus, forcing eU chief 
Charles michel to quarantine.

but the Us still tops the charts 
for the numbers of infections 
and deaths in a single country.

president Donald trump 
has faced intense criticism 
of his handling of the crisis, 
and the prospect of an elec-
tion in November has sharp-
ened the focus.

trump insisted on monday 
that the country was “round-
ing the corner with or without 
a vaccine”.

the pandemic has wiped 
out hundreds of thousands of 
jobs around the world, with 
millions living rough.

Until a vaccine is devel-
oped, the options for treat-
ment available to the less 
privileged are limited.

In mexico, where more 
than 73,000 people have died, 
many are choosing to stay at 
home when they fall ill in-
stead of seeking treatment at 
creaking public hospitals.

Jessica Castillo in central 
Hidalgo state said she suf-
fered for a week at home and 
even had suicidal thoughts.

“I felt that the air I was 
breathing wasn’t entering my 
lungs,” said 43-year-old pastry 
chef, whose coronavirus recov-
ery took more than a month.

“but I said: ‘If I go to the hos-
pital, I’ll never return.’” AFP

The British government announced fresh steps on Tuesday to try to stop a virus surge in England. New Covid-19 
cases worldwide soared to record levels last week. afp

French President Emmanuel Macron (right) has exchanged angry 
words with Turkish counterpart Recep Tayyip Erdogan (left). afp

Russian President Vladimir Putin told the UN that his country has 
developed a Covid-19 vaccine despite no large-scale trials. SpUTNIK/afp

putin boasts about 
russia’s Covid-19 
vaccine – sputnik V 
presIDeNt Vladimir putin in a 
speech at the UN on tuesday 
boasted of russia’s creation of 
the world’s first coronavirus vac-
cine, though it has not complet-
ed large-scale clinical trials.

putin in a video address to the 
General Assembly said russia 
was open to partnership with 
other countries over “the first vac-
cine in the world, sputnik V”.

“I repeat again that we are 
absolutely open and disposed 
for partnership,” he said.

the sputnik V vaccine was 
developed by moscow’s Gama-
leya research centre, and rus-
sia announced in August that 
it was the world’s first regis-
tered vaccine.

While the vaccine has shown 
promising results in early trials, 
russia has not yet completed 
the final phase of clinical test-
ing, in which large numbers of 
people receive either the vac-
cine or a placebo.

Nevertheless, russia has 
already vaccinated high-profile 
officials including minister of 
Defence sergei shoigu and 
moscow mayor sergei soby-
anin. putin has said that one of 
his daughters was vaccinated, 
suffering only a mild reaction.

the russian Direct Invest-

ment Fund that has supported 
the vaccine’s development said 
last month that 20 countries 
had pre-ordered supplies.

putin urged an online con-
ference to be held shortly with 
other countries “interested in 
cooperating on creating a vac-
cine against coronavirus”.

“We are ready to share our 
experience,” putin said, offer-
ing to supply other countries 
with “a russian vaccine that 
has shown its reliability, safety 
and effectiveness”.

He also vaunted russia’s 
speed in “developing a line of 
test systems and medications 
for diagnosing and treating 
coronavirus”.

“Our country has played an 
active role in global and regional 
efforts to fight Covid-19 and gives 
help to the countries that have 
suffered the most,” he said.

He cited cases of the corona-
virus among UN staff and 
offered to give them the sput-
nik V vaccine.

“russia is ready to give the 
UN staff all the necessary pro-
fessional help – in particular, 
we propose offering our vac-
cine for voluntary vaccination 
of staff of the UN and its sub-
sidiaries,” putin said. AFP



Continued from page 1

the 73-year-old said. “The govern-
ment under the leadership of 
Muhyiddin Yassin has fallen.”

However, there were immedi-
ately doubts over his claim as he 
did not reveal how many MPs were 
backing him or which parties they 
were from. A government must 
command the support of a major-
ity of the 222 MPs in parliament.

To form a new government 
Anwar must prove to the king, who 
formally appoints Malaysia’s prime 
ministers, that he has enough sup-
port in parliament, and he has yet 
to meet the monarch.

He said an audience with the king 
originally planned for Tuesday had 
been postponed as the monarch 
was having medical treatment. The 
national palace confirmed a meet-
ing had been scheduled.

Muhyiddin appeared unshaken 
by the opposition leader’s stance. 
He challenged Anwar to go through 
the proper process to prove his 
claim to the premiership.

“Until proven otherwise, the 
government still stands firm and I 
am the legitimate prime minister,” 
he claimed in a statement.

The parties backing Muhyiddin’s 
coalition slammed Anwar’s move 
as “cheap publicity”.

“His latest action highlights his 
greedy and power-crazy attitude 
which pays no heed to the coun-
try’s political and economic stabil-
ity, or the fate of the people who 
are badly affected by Covid-19,” 
they said in a joint statement.

Other members of the govern-
ment brushed off the move, with 
International Trade and Industry 
Minister Azmin Ali brandishing 
Anwar an “incorrigible liar and 
political psychopath”.

Anwar’s move came ahead of 
weekend elections for the legisla-
ture in the eastern State of Sabah, 
which will be a major test of the 
current government’s popularity.

Muhyiddin’s administration has 
had the difficult task of leading 
Malaysia through the coronavirus 
pandemic, with the economy suf-
fering its worst contraction in 
more than 20 years in the second 
quarter amid a strict lockdown.

But restrictions have been eased 
and authorities have won praise for 
their handling of the outbreak, which 
has been relatively small – Muhyiddin 
received a 69 per cent approval rating 
in a survey earlier this month.

Long-time opposition leader 
Anwar was a key figure in the alli-
ance that won a shock victory at 
landmark elections in 2018, top-
pling a scandal-plagued Umno coa-
lition that had ruled Malaysia unin-
terrupted for over six decades. 

Voters kicked out the old regime 
in large part due to anger at former 
prime minister Najib Razak’s 
involvement in a massive financial 
scandal which saw billions looted 
from State coffers. 

Mahathir, now 95, became prime 
minister for a second time and 
Anwar was released from jail, 
where he had been serving a sen-
tence after being convicted of 
dubious sodomy charges.

But the government collapsed 
amid tensions between rival factions 
over whether Mahathir would stick 
to a promise to hand power to one-
time nemesis, Anwar. Meantime, 
Muhyiddin seized power without an 
election. AFP
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MP takes on ‘The Lady’ in Myanmar
B

OOTeD from Aung San Suu 
Kyi’s “chaotic and autocratic” 
party, a female member of 
Parliament (MP) is now taking 

on Myanmar’s national heroine in the 
upcoming election, claiming the coun-
try needs to work with, not against, a 
military accused of genocide.

Voters are expected to return Suu 
Kyi’s National League for Democracy 
(NLD) party to power at the Novem-
ber 8 polls – only the second since the 
country emerged from decades of out-
right military rule – but Thet Thet Kh-
ine is still hoping to make her mark.

She has undergone many incarna-
tions, from student activist to medical 
doctor then businesswoman and jew-
ellery magnate – before being elected 
as an NLD MP at Suu Kyi’s side in 2015.

But she has since fallen from grace.
Ousted from the NLD last year – 

she says for speaking her mind – the 
53-year-old hopes to entice voters to 
her People’s Pioneer Party (PPP).

“The NLD is no longer the solution 
for the country,” she said at her Yan-
gon mansion, decorated with neo-
classical columns, chandeliers and 
gold-trimmed furniture.

“The way the party is run is very 
chaotic and very autocratic,” she says, 
claiming loyalty is valued over com-
petence, and that there is a culture of 
micro-management and an overrid-
ing fear of upsetting The Lady.

“One person makes all the decisions.”
There is widespread disillusion-

ment with the NLD in many ethnic 
minority areas, but the party boasts a 
loyal fanbase in the dominant Bamar 
heartlands.

And, for many, Suu Kyi embodies 
the NLD.

She leads the government as state 
counsellor, holds the reins to inter-
national relations as foreign minister 
and has been front and centre in the 
country’s fight against coronavirus.

Thet Thet Khine says speaking out 
publicly, has meant she and relatives 
have faced online abuse.

Thet Thet Khine’s family made its 
wealth in Myanmar’s prized ruby in-
dustry.

As a medical student, she joined the 
pro-democracy movement that swept 
the country in 1988 before it was bru-
tally suppressed by military force.

The protests also propelled to fame 

Suu Kyi, who was “so special to us”, 
she remembers.

After the crackdown, she chose busi-
ness but returned to politics after the 
country emerged from military rule.

Now head of her party in a fiercely 
patriarchal society, she describes a 
collective leadership in her relatively 
youthful PPP, where the average can-
didate’s age is 46.

The party promises more jobs, 
higher wages and lower taxes al-
though gives few details about how 
this would be financed.

It seems to be targeting a broad 
demographic, fielding Myanmar’s 
first openly gay candidate, a Muslim 
nominee and a hardline Buddhist, 
known for his Islamophobic stance.

Yangon-based analyst Khin Zaw Win 
said: “Few politicians understand the 
business world so that’s a plus for her.”

One priority is bridging the rift be-
tween the civilian government and 
military, a strained relationship mir-
rored by that of Suu Kyi and army 
chief Min Aung Hlaing.

“If the father and mother are fight-
ing . . . the kids don’t know what to 
do,” Thet Thet Khine explains, add-
ing the military is “part of the solu-

tion” in the state-building process.
Under a constitution it scripted, the 

armed forces retain immense pow-
ers, holding three key ministries and a 
quarter of all parliamentary seats – giv-
ing it an effective veto on legislation.

Her party, Thet Thet Khine claims, 
offers a “middle way”.

But half a century of brutal junta 
rule has left many deeply suspicious 
of a military that jailed thousands 
for their beliefs, subjugated ethnic 
minorities and oversaw steep eco-
nomic decline.

“They made a lot of wrong deci-
sions and did a lot of mismanage-
ment in the past,” she admits but 
insists the new generation of soldiers 
are “embracing professionalism”.

Allying herself with the military will 
mean “she’ll lose a certain amount of 
support”, predicts Khin Zaw Win – who 
puts the tactic down to pragmatism.

“She needs something to lean on.”
The military stands accused of ongo-

ing rights abuses in decades-long wars 
against several ethnic armed groups.

In 2017, Rohingya Muslims recount-
ed widespread murder, rape and arson 
in military operations that now see the 
country charged with genocide at the 

UN’s top court – a trial Thet Thet Khine 
claims is “unnecessary”.

The military “maybe overreacted . . . but 
it’s not genocide or ethnic cleansing”.

Rohingya ancestry has been evident 
for centuries in Rakhine, but they are 
widely seen as illegal interlopers.

The Rohingya “will never be indig-
enous”, she says but concedes those 
whose families migrated more than 
three or four generations ago should 
have been accepted.

“They should have citizenship and 
therefore [face] no more discrimination”.

Instead, virtually all the 600,000 Ro-
hingya remaining in Myanmar will be 
disenfranchised in this election, just 
like the last. Their plight is not a prior-
ity for most parties, including the PPP.

Running in under a third of con-
stituencies, Thet Thet Khine says she 
would be happy to clinch five per 
cent of seats, admitting this is a dry 
run for the 2025 election when Suu 
Kyi will be 80.

Suu Kyi “doesn’t believe in a suc-
cession plan, so after her era … the 
NLD will go bankrupt in business 
terms”.

“But I think she will hold onto pow-
er until her last day.” AFP

HCMC police station bomber gets 24 years
THe Ho Chi Minh City People’s Court 
on Tuesday sentenced a man who 
masterminded the Tan Binh district 
police station bombing to 24 years in 
prison for “carrying out terrorist 
activities aimed at overthrowing the 
people’s administration” and “illegal 
manufacturing, possession and 
trading of explosives”.

Nguyen Khanh, 56, a native of Dong 
Nai province, led the bombing of the 
Ward 12 police station on June 20, 
2018, injuring three people, including 
an officer, and causing damage to 
property, the court said.

This was a “particularly serious, 
dangerous act that threatened the 
national security”.

Duong Ba Giang and Nguyen Minh 
Tan, his accomplices, got 18 years 
each for “carrying out terrorist activi-
ties aimed at overthrowing the peo-
ple’s administration”.

A trio directly involved in the bomb-
ing, Vu Hoang Nam, Duong Khac 
Minh and Pham Tran Phong Vu, got 
17 years for the same charges. 

Fourteen other defendants got two 
to 12 years, including Nguyen Tan 
Thanh, 30, Khanh’s son, who got three 
years, for making illegal explosives.

The men were also ordered to pay 
a fine of 10 million dong ($430) each 
and will be placed under house arrest 
for three to five years after complet-
ing their prison terms.

Khanh had a close relationship with 
Ngo Van Hoang Hung, the self-pro-
claimed commander-in-chief of the 

subversive Trieu Dai Viet (Viet Dynasty) 
organisation that he founded in 2017. 

The police said Khanh was upset 
with authorities following a land dis-
pute, and so was easily lured by Hung 
into joining Trieu Dai Viet.

Hung promised to appoint him 
“governor” of the “Dong Nai Autono-

mous Region”. 
Hung sent money – 144 million 

dong and C$600 (US$450) – to Khanh 
to buy explosives for carrying out ter-
rorist attacks and recruit people, the 
prosecution said. 

On Hung’s orders, Khanh instructed 
Nguyen Trung Truc to buy 12kg of 
2,4,6-trinitrotoluene (TNT), 45 deto-
nators and other materials required 
to make bombs.

There is an Interpol notice for Hung 
for “carrying out terrorist activities”, 
the police said.

Hung was given a life sentence in 
Vietnam in 1979, but fled to Canada 
and remains at large.

His organisation spreads its mes-
sages through Facebook and YouTube, 
the police said. Its motto is to “fire all, 
kill all, destroy all, steal all”.

It had planned to bomb the houses 
of some officials, but was stopped in 
time, the police said.

Bomb blasts are rare in Vietnam.
Anyone found guilty of trying to 

overthrow the people’s administra-
tion faces 12-20 years’ imprison-
ment, life imprisonment or death 
under the Penal Code. VIET NAM NEWS/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Myanmar member of Parliament Thet Thet Khine says the country needs to work with, not against, a military accused of genocide. AFP

Nguyen Khanh (centre) was sentenced to 24 years in prison by the Ho Chi Minh City People’s 
Court for playing a leading role in the bombing of a police station in 2018. SUPPLIED

Move ‘reveals 
Anwar to be 
a political 
psychopath’
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A
NOtHer incident 
has occurred in 
which an opponent 
of the administra-

tion of russian president 
Vladimir putin was taken 
down for an inexplicable rea-
son. It is important for the 
international community to 
increase pressure on russia 
to disclose the truth.

Alexei Navalny, leader of the 
anti-putin administration 
movement, became uncon-
scious and fell into a critical 
condition on a plane while tak-
ing a domestic flight. At the 
request of his family, who felt 
that he was threatened, Navalny 
was transferred from a hospital 
in West siberia to berlin and has 
been receiving treatment.

the German government 
concluded, based on an 
examination by a military 
research institute, that it was 
an attempt to kill Navalny by 
poisoning him using a chem-
ical nerve agent from the 
Novichok group developed 
by the former soviet Union.

Novichok is said to be more 
lethal than sarin, and is sub-
ject to the Chemical Weapons 
Convention. the use of the 
chemical agent is unaccepta-

ble under any circumstances. 
It is natural that foreign min-
isters of the Group of seven 
advanced nations strongly 
condemned the use of the 
poison in a joint statement.

Navalny has been detained 
and imprisoned many times 
for looking into the ruling 
party’s irregularities on a vid-
eo posting site. He called for 
a campaign to reduce the 
number of ruling camp seats 
ahead of the unified local 

elections on september 13.
the russian government has 

insisted there was no evidence 
that the poison had been used, 
but it has not conducted a full-
fledged investigation nor pre-
sented any materials for coun-
ter-evidence.

the suspicion that a nerve 
agent, which is difficult to 
obtain at the individual level, 
was used is of grave signifi-
cance. the russian govern-
ment has refused to clarify 

the facts. Isn’t it unavoidable 
that it is suspected of 
involvement in the case?

Under putin, anti-govern-
ment politicians and journal-
ists have been attacked with 
poison and other materials. 
In most cases, the perpetra-
tors were not arrested and 
the truth has been buried in 
the dark.

In 2018, a former russian 
intelligence agent who was in 
exile in britain became seri-

ously ill from the effects of 
Novichok. the british gov-
ernment concluded that the 
case was attempted poison-
ing by russian agents, but 
russia did not cooperate in 
the investigation.

It cannot be overlooked that 
every time such an incident is 
repeated, a sense of fear is 
instilled in dissidents in russia, 
and as a result, the anti-govern-
ment movement is intimidated.

the latest incident has also 
affected German-russian 
relations. the German gov-
ernment has asked russia to 
explain the circumstances 
behind the incident and 
thoroughly investigate the 
case, mentioning a possibili-
ty that Germany could review 
a project constructing pipe-
lines for natural gas from 
russia to Germany.

Given the emphasis on nat-
ural gas pipelines in its energy 
policy, Germany has been 
promoting the project despite 
opposition from the Us and 
eastern europe. the German 
government hinted at a 
review of the project despite 
completion being at a late 
stage, apparently because it 
judged it necessary to take a 
tough stance on russia.

putin must take the warning 
seriously. THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN 

(JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

“NeVer in modern history have we 
gone so many years without a mili-
tary confrontation between the 
major powers”, UN secretary-general 
Antonio Guterres told the summit 
meeting commemorating the world 
body’s 75th anniversary.

that has undoubtedly been the 
greatest success of the UN, although 
it has also made big contributions to 
human rights through the promotion 
of decolonisation, disease eradica-
tion, poverty alleviation and environ-
mental protection.

that all 193 members reiterated in 
one voice the central role of the UN 
and collective commitment to multi-
lateralism was an impressive feat at a 
time of stark divisions.

but as the declaration they released 
stated, “multilateralism is not an 
option but a necessity . . .”

As the UN chief lamented, “We 
have a surplus of multilateral chal-
lenges and a deficit of multilateral 
solutions.”

With the world’s frailties laid bare 
by the Covid-19 pandemic, the real 
test going forward is whether the sig-
natories to the declaration can 
achieve the “reinvigorated multilater-
alism” they envisioned.

the fact that the Us president did 
not even bother to speak at such an 
important occasion on such a signifi-
cant subject vividly illustrates the 
extent of the divisions. Instead, the 
acting deputy UN ambassador used 
the occasion to air the Us adminis-
tration’s now-familiar complaints.

the tensions between veto-wielding 
permanent members of the UN secu-
rity Council, in particular, greatly con-
strain the world body’s functioning.

Chinese president Xi Jinping called 
on the UN to focus on problem solv-
ing and tangible outcomes, and big 
countries to “lead by example”. He 
again stated the need to “replace con-
flict with dialogue, coercion with con-
sultation and zero-sum with win-win”.

Yet those very constructive propos-
als are very difficult to implement 
considering today’s global context.

the sad truth is a certain major 
country is setting a very bad exam-
ple, even threatening the global 
governance regime. rules and insti-
tutions governing international 
relations are being brushed aside. 
exceptionalism and double stand-
ards run riot. Unilateralism takes 
the place of multilateralism.

German Chancellor Angela merkel 
was correct in saying “the United 
Nations can be only as effective as its 

members are united”. Disunity 
between major members, particular-
ly at the security Council level, is the 
biggest stumbling block on the UN’s 
way toward continued relevance.

None of the world’s burning imper-
atives, from the pandemic to security 
risks to climate change, can be prop-
erly addressed with key stakeholders 
remaining as divided as they are.

“We face our own 1945 moment,” 
the UN chief said. “We must meet 
that moment. We must show unity 
like never before to overcome 
today’s emergency, get the world 
moving and working and prosper-
ing again.”

Which as the Chinese president 
stressed means, “there must be a 
cure, not just therapy”; countries 
“must act, not just talk”. CHINA DAILY/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Opinion
Editorial

Putin must clarify suspected  
poisoning of opposition leader

UN faces challenge in holding true to its course

Opposition leader Alexei Navalny has been detained and imprisoned many times for looking into the ruling 
party’s irregularities on a video posting site. AfP
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70 Years of Friendship in My Eyes photo 
exhibit honours thai-Cambodian relations
Hong Raksmey
 

A 
pHOtO contest cel-
ebrating 70 years 
of diplomatic rela-
tions between thai-

land and Cambodia kicked 
off at Factory phnom penh on 
Wednesday under the theme 
70 Years of Friendship in My 
Eyes.

the exhibition is part of the 
year-long festivities planned 
to celebrate the strong re-
lationship between the two 
countries. 

thais and Cambodians 
were invited to submit pho-
tos depicting cordial relations 
between the two countries, 
ranging from neighbourli-
ness, cooperation, and cul-
tural similarities to people-
to-people exchanges. 

Winners were announced 
in may and 20 photos were 
chosen from several photog-
raphers for the exhibit.

Ambassador of thailand to 
Cambodia panyarak poolth-
up says: “Cambodia is a vital 
neighbour to thailand and 
has many shared interests 
with our country.

“bilateral relations between 
the two countries are currently 
excellent. the border between 
the two countries, which 
stretch over 800km, is peace-
ful and prosperous as trade 
continues to increase despite 
restrictions from Covid-19. 

“Development assistance, 
agricultural and public health 
cooperation have also led 
to the betterment of lives in 
both countries.” 

the royal thai embassy 
in phnom penh says diplo-
matic relations between the 
two countries started in 1950, 
making it one of Cambodia’s 
oldest relationships.

panyarak says the first event 
honouring the diplomatic re-
lationship was a jazz concert 
in February which was at-
tended by His majesty King 
Norodom sihamoni. 

there will be another two 
events in October and De-
cember, he says, while one 
prior event was cancelled due 
to Covid-19.

“the only activity that we 
had to cancel was the thai 
Film Festival because we 
could not bring thai actors 
and actresses to Cambodia. 
the event should have been 
celebrated in July but we had 
to cancel due to the Covid-19 
pandemic,” he says.

Vuth Chantrea, 27, spent four 
and a half years studying hotel 
management in thailand’s Na-
khon ratchasima province.

As she peruses the exhibit, 
Chantrea says: “We are re-
ally similar in many ways in-
cluding lifestyle, culture and 
belief in religion. We have a 
good relationship as well. In 
fact, thailand offers scholar-

ships to more than a hundred 
places every year.

“before I travelled for my 
scholarship there, I studied 
the thai language for three 
months and it took me anoth-
er six months to learn how to 
speak, write and answer ques-
tions during examinations. 
Our languages are similar.” 

miguel Jeronimo, a portu-
guese photographer who of-
ten exhibits his work about 
the environment, is one of 
the event’s organisers. 

Jeronimo tells The Post: “I’m 
helping to organise an exhibi-
tion marking the 70 years of 
friendship between Cambodia 
and thailand with photos taken 
by youths from both countries 
to celebrate our similarities.”

Jeronimo recently show-
cased his Jungle on My Mind 
photo project chronicling the 
lives of forest rangers working 
to protect the jungles of Koh 
Kong province.

the thai embassy said pho-
tos were judged on their mes-
sage, originality and creativ-
ity as well as artistic merit by 
a panel of judges, including 
representatives from the roy-
al thai embassy in phnom 
penh and artistic experts 
from thai and Cambodian 
institutions.

“this photo contest has cre-
ated awareness of the tremen-
dous relations between our 
two countries at the people-to-
people level, says panyarak. 

submissions from citizens of 
both countries have creatively 
interpreted the friendship be-
tween thailand and Cambo-
dia, be it mutual cooperation, 
similarities in culture, and ex-
changes of goods and people.” 

Vithitphol sriwaraluck, an 
art director at tV5 who has 
lived in Cambodia for more 

than five years, won first prize. 
His photo depicted two Kun 
Khmer (Khmer kickboxing) 
fighters – a thai and a Khmer 
– bowing to each other in the 
ring as a show of respect. the 
photo is titled Humble. 

second place went to pra-
songjit butrsalee, who submit-
ted his Smile from a host photo 
showing a man on a motorbike 
with a trailer smile to a bicycle 
racer who was wearing a t-
shirt with both the Cambodian 
and thai national flags.

Cross border trade by Wera-
pan Chaikere took third place 

and depicted a giant cart over-
flowing with goods to be deliv-
ered across the border.

the two honourable men-
tions were a picture of a 
mahout (elephant trainer) 
standing between two ele-
phants and a picture of a joint 
national concert which took 
place in Cambodia. 

Vithitphol won $1,000 for 
first place, butrsalee won $500 
and Werapan took home $250. 

the two photographers 
with honourable mentions re-
ceived a gift and a certificate 
of achievement from the royal 

thai embassy in phnom penh. 
panyarak says: “the royal 

embassy of Cambodia in 
thailand also has many activ-
ities in bangkok to celebrate 
the 70th Anniversary. so we 
are doing both sides.” 

the photo exhibition is open 
from Wednesday, september 
23 to sunday, september 27, at 
the Art space at Factory phnom 
penh. Admission is free.

Visitors are invited to write 
their opinion about the rela-
tionship between Cambodia 
and thailand and the best 
answers will win prizes from 

the royal thai embassy and 
thai businesspeople. 

the closing ceremony will 
be held at 2pm on sunday, 
september 27. snacks and 
soft drinks will be provided 
to attendees. speeches will be 
made by panyarak and a rep-
resentative of the ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in Cambodia. 

For more details about 
the 70 Years of Friendship in 
My Eyes photo exhibition, 
visit the Facebook page of 
the royal thai embassy in 
phnom penh or Ft Gallery’s 
Facebook page.

Ambassador of Thailand to Cambodia Panyarak Poolthup (right) presents Vithitphol Sriwaraluck with the top prize of the photo contest at the Rotal 
Thai Embassy. Vithitphol’s winning photo depicts a Khmer and a Thai fighter bowing towards each other in a kick boxing ring. Hean rangsey

An onlooker admires one of the photos which won an honourable mention at the Royal Thai Embassy in May. 
Hean rangsey

The full set of the 20 top photos from the contest is on display at Factory 
Phnom Penh through Sunday. Hong menea
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Health resorts
  5 Praise a performance
  9 Blind components
 14 “Reader’s Digest” co-founder 

Wallace
 15 Surprise-party command
 16 Tiny amounts
 17 Military team
 18 Avis’ wings
 19 ___ Park, Colo.
 20 Famed footwear of film
 23 DNA shape
 24 Nicholas II was the last
 25 Afro and bob, briefly
 28 Q-tip, say
 30 Sarcastic literature
 32 St. Louis athlete
 35 Black Sox fielder Jackson
 38 Nice notion
 40 Keats work
 41 Small lake
 42 Traffic ticket enforcers
 47 Replies of refusal
 48 Lead source
 49 Made a statement
 51 “Mr. Blue Sky” grp.

 52 Chew on rawhide
 55 Camel relatives
 59 Formal slip-on
 61 Nail-___ (tense situation)
 64 Merit
 65 Court statement
 66 Like visiting teams, often
 67 Settled
 68 Fasting season
 69 ___ and whey
 70 Cozy rooms
 71 To be, to Nero
DOWN
  1 Disparaging comments
  2 Cheesecake photo
  3 Accused’s story
  4 Merry creatures of myth
  5 Sabbath bread
  6 Caron film of ’53
  7 Modify for use
  8 Chicks’ chatter
  9 Sharply pointed mountain ranges
 10 At a ___ (puzzled)
 11 Communications giant (with “&”)
 12 ___ kwon do
 13 Sound of a lit fuse
 21 Familiar sayings

 22 “... with the greatest of  ___ “
 25 French mustard
 26 University of Maine locale
 27 Ripened ovules
 29 ___ tube (“television” informally)
 31 Cookbook amt.
 32 Long chain of hills
 33 “Let’s Make ___”
 34 Edison’s park
 36 Old Tokyo
 37 Many folks with August birthdays
 39 First lady
 43 Surrounds
 44 Summoned the butler
 45 Innate abilities
 46 Window part
 50 Mottle
 53 One way to set a clock
 54 Moby Dick, for one
 56 Pack animals
 57 Revival cries
 58 Sudden outpouring
 59 Mind
 60 “___ go bragh!”
 61 British TV network
 62 Signed promise to pay
 63 Rocky outcropping

“IN STEP” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

Lifestyle

Most of Tokyo Game Show’s attendees usually come from nearby Tokyo and the event has recently been 
presented only in Japanese. This year, it will cater to a more global audience as it moves online. AFP

pandemic offers tokyo 
Game show new life
O

NCe a premier in-
dustry event, to-
kyo Game show 
has been increas-

ingly overshadowed by global 
competitors in recent years. 
but as the pandemic forces it 
online, some see a chance for 
reinvention.

the exhibition, which opens 
online from Wednesday, show-
cases Japanese video games 
and is still regularly thronged 
by enthusiastic gamers, at-
tracting over 250,000 people a 
year since 2013.

but its star has faded in the 
industry, with most of Japan’s 
top developers choosing to de-
but new offerings elsewhere.

“tGs has been on a down-
ward trend in the last 10 to 15 
years,” said serkan toto, an ana-
lyst at Kantan Games in tokyo.

part of that is the result of a 
decline in the dominance of 
Japanese gaming companies, 
he told AFp.

tGs began in 1996 and was 
an unmissable industry event 
in the early 2000s. but it has 
seen its leader position in-
creasingly eroded by compe-
tition from e3, held in Los An-
geles in June, and Gamescom, 
in Cologne in August.

With the growing impor-
tance of the American and 
european gaming markets, 
Gamescom now attracts 
more visitors than its rivals 
and is the favoured place for 
new product reveals.

“the weird thing about tGs 
is it feels like it’s getting bigger 
for the number of people at-
tending every year. but break-
ing news and stuff, that’s on 
an inverse curve,” said brian 
Ashcraft, who writes for spe-
cialist site Kotaku and has 
covered tGs for 15 years.

Multilingual presentations
tGs has increasingly fo-

cused on the domestic mar-
ket, offering most of its con-
tent in Japanese only.

“In the last couple of years, it 
has become increasingly clear 
that the tGs has been looking 
inwards rather than being an 
international show,” said toto.

Held each september be-
fore the holiday shopping 
season, “tGs allows visitors 
to try out games” that have 

been announced elsewhere, 
said Yasuyuki Yamaji, secre-
tary general of the Cesa asso-
ciation that runs tGs.

“people also come for the 
atmosphere, to see esports 
competition, do cosplay 
[dressing up as characters], 
or have a fun time with their 
family,” he told AFp.

the pandemic makes most 
of that impossible, but tGs 
organisers are hoping that 
taking the show online may 
grow their audience, both in 
Japan and abroad.

Ordinarily, “70 to 80 per 
cent of visitors come from to-
kyo and surrounding areas”, 
Yamaji said.

but online, “limitations on 
space, distance and time dis-
appear”.

the schedule for this year’s 
show runs late into the night 
in Japan, offering those in far-
away timezones the chance 
to watch esports battles and 
game demonstrations.

several presentations will 
also be offered in english and 
Chinese, along with Japanese, 
and some games will be avail-
able for online play, though 
regional availability restric-
tions may pose challenges.

Format changes
still, some of this year’s big-

gest releases are not being 
presented at tGs.

microsoft, which made just 
0.25 per cent of its Xbox One 

sales in Japan, will be at tGs 
but won’t be presenting its 
new console.

And sony, which unveiled 
its new playstation 5 online 
last week, is skipping tGs al-
together this year.

Nintendo, whose games and 
switch console dominated the 
Japanese market in 2019, has 
rarely had a presence at tGs.

Organisers say this year’s 
event may inspire permanent 
format changes.

“We would like to be able to 
do a hybrid physical event that 
retains the advantages of an 
online tGs, like presentations 
at a distance,” said Yamaji.

Whether attracting a broad-
er international audience will 
convince industry players 
that tGs is once again a place 
to launch new products re-
mains to be seen.

but at the very least, the 
pandemic is creating an 
opening for innovations in a 
format that has changed little 
in recent years.

Yamaji noted half this year’s 
exhibitors are non-Japanese, 
making for a “more global 
tGs”.

“I think next year it will be 
interesting because it’ll be 
like, ‘what is really impor-
tant’?” Ashcraft said.

“What can they show digi-
tally? What can they do in 
person? I think this year will 
give them a good barometer 
for that.” AFP

Cosplay, when people dress up as characters usually from video 
games, TV shows or movies, is popular at TGS. AFP
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Can Augusta cope with the ‘Incredible bulk’? 
b

rYsON DeChambeau won 
the Us Open in astonish-
ing fashion, while a tan-
trum and a tennis star also 

made headlines. Here are AFp sport’s 
weekly golf talking points:

Bryson’s breakthrough  
bryson DeChambeau dismantled 

one of golf’s most feared courses to 
win his maiden major title at the Us 
Open, raising concerns about what 
he might do to Augusta when the 
masters rolls around in November.

DeChambeau, bulked-up from a 
regime of weight training and protein 
shakes during the coronavirus lock-
down, brutalised Winged Foot with a 
singular strategy that upset the pur-
ists and prompted soul-searching 
among the golfing establishment.

tossing convention out of the win-
dow, the 27-year-old eschewed accu-
racy in favour of smashing his drives 
for pure distance – hitting just four of 
his last 21 fairways – and relying on 
his new-found strength to muscle re-
covery shots out of deep rough.

together with rock-solid putting, the 
result was a six-shot triumph, with De-
Chambeau the only player to shoot be-
low par in the final round on sunday.

the fact that it came at a course 
famed for 1974’s “massacre at Winged 
Foot” and the 2006 meltdowns of phil 
mickelson and Colin montgomerie 
– when Geoff Ogilvy won with a five-
over-par total – underlined the feeling 
that this could be a game-changer.

“I don’t really know what to say be-
cause that’s just the complete opposite 
of what you think a Us Open cham-
pion does,” said a flabbergasted rory 
mcIlroy, a four-time major winner.

DeChambeau, a physics major, 
has long prided himself on the ana-
lytical approach that has earned him 
the nickname “mad scientist”.

He’s known for cutting his irons and 
wedges to the same length, floating 
his balls in epsom salt to discover their 
lighter and heavier sides, and even 
writing backwards and left-handed to 
improve his fine motor skills.

For the masters, DeChambeau, 
dubbed the “Incredible bulk” since 
his physical transformation, is plan-

ning to add another 5kg of muscle 
and is considering using an outsized, 
48-inch driver.

the danger for the sport’s hierar-
chy is that DeChambeau repeats his 
success at Augusta, which suits long 
hitters and has little rough, forcing 
them to change the rules or equip-
ment to stop golf turning into a driv-
ing contest.

but DeChambeau warned: “It’s 
tough to rein in athleticism. We’re al-
ways going to be trying to get fitter, 
stronger, more athletic.

“tiger [Woods] inspired this whole 
generation to do this and we’re going 
to keep going after it. I don’t think it’s 
going to stop.”

While DeChambeau was turning 
heads at Winged Foot, New Zea-

land’s Danny Lee was losing his.

Six of the worst  
After an increasingly irate six-putt 

on the final hole of his third round, 
Lee slammed his putter into his bag 
and hurled it into the turf, before 
withdrawing with a wrist injury.

“the most likely cause for a sore 
wrist would have been the 30-year-
old smashing his putter into his bag 
as he stormed off the green,” quipped 
New Zealand’s stuff website.

Lee’s quintuple bogey left him 13 
over for the tournament – no disgrace 
on a course that has been the undoing 
of many a player – but it was his fit of 
pique that drew negative attention.

“Danny Lee is in danger of being 
permanently tagged with the label no 

professional sportsperson desires –- 
quitter,” stuff’s opinion piece added.

“bad loser? Well, that’s been 
thrown at him too.”

to his credit, south Korean-born Lee 
issued an apology calling his actions 
“foolish and very unprofessional”.

“my frustration took over me and 
combined with injury I had to fight 
with it all week,” he said. “still just an 
excuse. I shouldn’t have left like that.”

Barty’s birdies  
Women’s tennis world No1 Ashleigh 

barty has been without her coach for 
most of the year due to Australia’s 
coronavirus restrictions, leaving her 
at something of a loose end.

Not one to mope around the house, 
the reigning French Open champion 

has been out on the golf course, 
where she showed her skills by win-
ning the women’s title at the Greg 
Norman-designed brookwater Golf 
Club near brisbane.

“Is there anything you can’t do?” 
asked one social media user of barty, 
who famously took a break from ten-
nis to play cricket for brisbane Heat in 
the 2015-16 Women’s big bash League.

Australian media said barty had slashed 
her handicap from 10 to four while play-
ing rounds with fellow Grand slam win-
ner pat rafter.

Last December, the multi-talented 
Aussie even upstaged 15-time major-
winner tiger Woods by finding the green 
at her first attempt in a demonstration 
event before the presidents Cup in mel-
bourne. afp

LA Dodgers clinch eigth straight NL West crown
tHe Los Angeles Dodgers 
blasted aside the Oakland Ath-
letics 7-2 to clinch an eighth 
consecutive National League 
West title on tuesday.

the Dodgers, chasing a first 
World series title since 1988, 
overpowered the Athletics with 
home runs from max muncy, 
Chris taylor, A.J. pollock and 
Corey seager at an empty 
Dodger stadium.

the result, combined with 
san Diego’s defeat to the Los 
Angeles Angels, ensured the 
Dodgers topped the NL West 
once again.

It also gives the Dodgers the 
No1 seeding heading into the 
National League playoffs. the 
Los Angeles powerhouses are 
hoping to end a 32-year wait 
for a World series crown after 
several recent near-misses.

the Dodgers lost in both the 
2017 and 2018 World series, and 
made an early exit in the playoffs 
last year to eventual winners the 
Washington Nationals.

elsewhere tuesday, the 
Atlanta braves wrapped up a 
third straight National League 
east title with an 11-1 rout of 
the marlins.

marcell Ozuna hit two home 
runs in a one-sided victory for 
the braves, who saw pitcher 
bryse Wilson toss five scoreless 
innings.

“this is different,” braves 
manager brian snitker said. 
“I’m proud of how they handled 
this whole situation over the 
past few months. everything 
about this year is different, but 
we’re the champs. It’s hard to do 
that once, let alone we’ve had 
three in a row here.”

In Cleveland, Jose ramirez 
smashed a three-run homer in 
the bottom of the 10th inning 
to give the Indians a 5-3 vic-
tory over the Chicago White 
sox and clinch a postseason 
berth.

the Chicago Cubs mean-
while secured their postseason 
ticket despite losing to the 
pittsburgh pirates. the Cubs 
advanced after Washington 
swept the philadelphia phillies 
in their double-header.

this year’s major League 
baseball season was reduced 
to 60 games following a delay 
to the start of the campaign 
caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic. afp

Bryson DeChambeau says it was Tiger Woods who inspired a generation of golfers to get bigger and stronger and he doesn’t think that is going to stop. afp

The Dodgers clinched an eighth consecutive National League West title on Tuesday but have not won a World Series since 1988. Getty imaGes/afp
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tour de France team leader denies doping
t

He leader of a tour de 
France team caught 
up in a doping inves-
tigation said he had 

“nothing to hide” after two 
unnamed members of the 
French outfit were detained.

Colombian rider Nairo 
Quintana, 30, leader of the 
Arkea-samsic team and win-
ner of the 2014 Giro d’Italia, 
said no drugs were discovered 
during the investigation.

“No doping substance has 
ever been found,” he said in a 
statement late on tuesday.

“I have nothing to hide and 
have never had anything to 
hide,” Quintana added.

police detained two people 
from the Arkea-samsic team 
on monday. French daily Le Pa-
risien reported that they were a 
doctor and physiotherapist.

A source familiar with the 
matter told AFp that searches 
had targeted several riders 
including Quintana’s brother 
Dayer, as well as members of 
the medical team.

It is the most significant 
investigation in years for the 
repeatedly scandal-hit tour, 
which wrapped up sunday in 
paris with a surprise victory 
for 21-year-old debutant tadej 
pogacar, the youngest winner 
in more than a century.  

One major probe was in 
1998, when customs officials 
stopped a vehicle laden with 
doping products and the Fes-

tina team was thrown off the 
race as the peloton headed 
into paris.

most notoriously, Us star rid-
er Lance Armstrong, who won 
from 1999-2005, admitted dop-
ing in 2013 and was stripped of 

his record seven titles.
prosecutor Dominique 

Laurens in the southern city 
of marseille said the current 
investigation was targeting a 
“small part” of Arkea-samsic.

He added that the two de-

tained had “many health prod-
ucts including drugs in their 
personal belongings, but also 
and above all a method that 
can be qualified as doping”.

the French team’s general 
manager emmanuel Hubert 

told AFp he was support-
ing his athletes and that the 
probe involved only “a very 
limited number of riders, as 
well as their close entourage 
who are not employed by the 
team”.

“but if it turned out that at 
the end of the current inves-
tigation, elements came to 
confirm the truth of doping 
practices, the team would 
immediately dissociate itself 
from such acts and would 
take the necessary measures 
without delay,” Hubert said.

He added that the investiga-
tion “does not target the team 
or its staff directly”.

the probe will have come 
as a huge disappointment 
to organisers after positive 
headlines about the against-
the-odds organisation of the 
race and the drama that saw 
pogacar seize victory late in 
the race.

many had predicted the 
Covid-19 pandemic would 
prevent the riders making 
it the 3,400km from the 
mediterranean city of Nice 
to the French capital.

the prosecutor’s statement 
said the investigation is fo-
cused on the prescription of a 
substance or banned method 
for athletes, as well as help 
and encouragement in its use.

the charges can lead to up 
to five years in prison and a 
€75,000 ($88,000) fine.

Quintana finished the tour 
in 17th place, more than 
an hour behind the winner 
pogacar. 

Quintana’s teammate War-
ren barguil finished in 14th 
place. afp

murray comes to the rescue as Nuggets hold off Lakers
JAmAL mUrrAY scored 28 points as 
the Denver Nuggets held off a fero-
cious late fightback from the Los 
Angeles Lakers to roar back into con-
tention in the Western Conference 
finals series on tuesday.

murray nailed two crucial late three-
pointers in the closing minutes as Den-
ver held on for a 114-106 victory in 
game three to reduce the Lakers’ lead 
to 2-1 in the best-of-seven series.

but the Nuggets – who looked in 
complete control for long periods of 
the contest – were given a mighty 
scare by the Lakers in a thrilling 
fourth-quarter battle.

the Lakers had trailed by 20 points 
with just over 10 minutes remaining 
but whittled away the Denver lead to 
just three points with 3min 53sec left 
on the clock in Orlando.

but just as it looked as if Lebron 
James and Anthony Davis were 
poised to complete a remarkable 
comeback, murray regrouped to take 
the game away from the Lakers.

the 23-year-old Canadian’s three-
pointer from 26 feet gave Denver a 
seven-point advantage at 106-99 and 
he then provided the assist for paul 
millsap to make it 108-99.

With less than a minute on the clock, 
murray struck the dagger blow with a 
29-foot three-point jumpshot to make 
it 111-99 and effectively seal victory.

Denver coach michael malone said 
his team – who had suffered an ago-
nising buzzer-beater defeat in game 
two on sunday – were determined 
not to go 3-0 down in the series. 

the Nuggets have already over-

turned 3-1 series deficits en route to 
the Western Conference finals.

‘Not ready to go’ 
“I had no doubt we were going to 

show up tonight,” malone said. 
“We have won six straight elimina-

tion games. everybody always has us 
packing our bags and leaving, but 
we’re not ready to go. they’re a very 
resilient group and they have proved 
that time and time again.”

Asked about his late flourish, murray 
said he had set out to lead by example.

“that’s my whole energy, my whole 
approach to the game, not getting 
down if I miss a couple of shots,” 
murray said.

“I’m just trying to be aggressive . . . 
but the most important part is the 
energy I bring when I’m talking to my 
teammates, being a vocal leader, get-
ting up and down and pushing every-
body so they tend to follow. I just 
wanted to see them have a lot of fun 
today.”

the Lakers meanwhile were left 
reflecting on an uneven display which 
ultimately left James and Davis with 
too much to do.

James led the scoring with a triple 
double comprised of 30 points, 10 
rebounds and 11 assists, with six 
turnovers. Davis had 27 points, with 
Kentavious Caldwell-pope (12) and 
Kyle Kuzma (11) the only other Lakers 
players to crack double figures.

murray, who also had 12 assists, 
was backed with 26 points from Jera-
mi Grant while Nikola Jokic weighed 
in with 22 points, 10 rebounds and 

five assists.
“You put yourself in an 18-point 

hole, it’s tough to climb out of that,” 
Lakers coach Frank Vogel said.

“I thought Denver played with great 
energy throughout the game. We didn’t 
match it early, we matched it late. 
they’re a great basketball team so 
credit it to them for the win. they 

played a really good basketball game. 
“We were not as sharp as we could 

have been on both ends of the floor. 
We were playing at a high level, but 
were a little bit off in the first half. 

“but I liked the spirit that the guys 
competed with down the stretch to 
try and make it a game.”

Game four in the series takes place 

in Orlando on thursday.
the winner of the Western Confer-

ence will play either the boston Celtics 
or miami Heat in the NbA Finals.

the climax to the Covid-19-inter-
rupted NbA season is taking place at 
Disneyworld in Orlando, where teams 
have been based in a secure “bubble” 
since July. afp

Colombian rider Nairo Quintana, 30, leader of the Arkea-Samsic team and winner of the 2014 Giro d’Italia, says he has ‘nothing to hide’. afp

Jamal Murray (left) scored 28 points as Denver roared back into contention in the Western Conference finals. getty Images/afp
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