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Niem Chheng

B
ORDER Affairs delegates 
visited the Trapeang 
Phlong commune in Tbong 
Khmum province’s Ponhea 

Kraek district on Saturday to inspect 
controversial areas on the Vietnam 
border. 

Some residents had claimed 
Cambodia lost land because of 
border pole planting. Cambodian 
Border Affairs Committee vice-
chair Koy Pisey said the Kingdom 
had not lost any land.

The visit came on the orders 
of Prime Minister Hun Sen after 
members of the Cambodia Watch-
dog Council (CWC), unionist Rong 
Chhun and Khmer Win Party pres-
ident Suong Sophoan criticised 
border affairs.

They claimed that planting bor-
der poles from No 114 to No 119 
was irregular and made residents 
lose many hectares on which they 
had relied on for their livelihoods.

Residents allegedly accused Viet-
nam of stealing 500m of Cambo-
dian land.

Koy Pisey wrote in a Facebook 
post on Saturday that Border Af-
fairs Committee delegates met 
with 11 families who had previ-
ously met Rong Chhun, who is cur-
rently jailed in Phnom Penh. 

She said the families confirmed 
they did not say Cambodia had lost 
land to Vietnam.

Pisey told The Post on Sunday: 
“The families said Rong Chhun and 
Suong Sophoan told them the fami-
lies will get land that Cambodia re-
ceives after boundary markings and 
border planting are complete.

“They said they will ask for the 
land for the families to grow rice. 
So, the families tagged along. But 
they didn’t say they had lost their 
land. Cambodia didn’t lose land 
to Vietnam and the families didn’t 
lose any either.

“They want land that Cambodia 
obtains from Vietnam after the 
boundaries and pole planting are 
complete. But they haven’t lost 
land to Vietnam.”

Var Kimhong, the minister in 
charge of border affairs and chair-
man of the Joint Border Affairs 
Committee told reporters during 
the visit that boundary poles had 
already been planted on some land 
being occupied by Vietnam.

But these lands will be handed back 
to Cambodia once the final map is 
exchanged between both sides.

Some residents told reporters 
when Kimhong visited that they had 
not lost land. But they requested the 
government to issue land titles to 
them so that they can grow rice.

Tbong Khmum provincial gov-
ernor Cheam Chan Sophorn, who 
accompanied the delegates, reiter-
ated to reporters that Cambodia 
had not lost even one millimetre of 
land to Vietnam.

Residents: No 
loss of land to 
VN as claimed

Rising murder cases draw public concerns
Kim Sarom

A MAN stabbed his girlfriend to death 
and attempted to kill himself by slash-
ing his throat. However, he survived.

The incident happened on Septem-
ber 3 in Borey Lim Chheang Hak 
Chamkar Dong in Phnom Penh. 
Police said they will send the man to 
court once he recovers.

Dangkor district police chief Chim 
Sitha said on Sunday it was a case of 

jealousy. The man, Ek Dievvantha, 47, 
lives in Chak Angre Krom commune’s 
Meanchey district. The victim, Vang 
Malinda, 27, lived in Neak Leung com-
mune’s Peamro district, in Prey Veng. 

Police are guarding the suspect for 
his safety and doctors are treating 
him, Sitha said.

“We have not sent the suspect to 
court yet because he is still being 
treated at the hospital, but we sent 
his case to the prosecutor,” he said.

An official from Dangkor district who 
asked to remain anonymous said the 
incident was witnessed by the victim’s 
brother Vong Chheanghak, 23, who 
drove his sister in a tuk-tuk to collect 
her belongings from a rented house.

She collected them and had a meal 
with the suspect. They had been 
together for 10 years. 

While eating, the couple argued. 
Dievvantha stabbed the victim five 
times in the chest, killing her. He then 

slashed his throat and neighbours 
called the police after her brother 
yelled for help.

Licadho deputy director of moni-
toring Am Sam Ath said on Sunday 
that based on his observation over 
past months, brutal murder cases are 
on the rise. 

He said there have been frequent 
cases of wives killing husbands, hus-
bands killing wives, children killing 
parents and lovers killing each other. 

He called it a considerable concern.
“What we see are issues related to 

drugs, alcohol, and jealousy. Social 
morality has significantly declined,” 
he said.

Media statistics on murders show 
there were two cases in Kandal and 
Takeo and four in Phnom Penh in 
August and September.

Eleven people died and four sus-
pects sustained serious injuries after 
attempting to kill themselves.

Germany mulls sanctions on Russia 
GERMANY, the current head of the 
EU, will discuss possible sanctions 
on Russia over the poisoning of Alex-
ei Navalny if the Kremlin does not 
explain the matter soon, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Heiko Maas said on 
Sunday.

Russian opposition leader Navalny 
fell ill on a flight last month and was 
treated in a Siberian hospital before 
being evacuated to Berlin.

Germany said last week there 
was “unequivocal evidence” that 
President Vladimir Putin’s top foe 
had been poisoned using Soviet-

era nerve agent Novichok.
Maas told German daily Bild: “If in 

the coming days Russia does not help 
clarify what happened, we will be 
compelled to discuss a response with 
our allies.”

Any sanctions decided should be 
“targeted”, he added.

Western leaders and many Rus-
sians have expressed horror at what 
Navalny’s allies say is the first known 
use of chemical weapons against a 
high-profile opposition leader on 
Russian soil.

The Kremlin has denied responsi-

bility for the attack and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Sergei Lavrov has said 
Germany is yet to share any findings 
with Moscow’s prosecutors.

Maas on Sunday said there were 
“several indications” that Russia was 
behind the poisoning, in the strong-
est accusations yet from Germany.

“Only a small number of people 
have access to Novichok and this poi-
son was used by Russian secret serv-
ices in the attack against former 
agent Sergei Skripal,” he said, refer-
ring to the 2018 attack in the English 
city of Salisbury. AFP

Clean-up
Vultures decend to eat a cow in preah Vihear province in June. on International Vulture awareness day on saturday, 
10 organisations expressed concern about the declining vulture population in the Kingdom. HENG CHIVOAN STORY > 4



Tuol Sleng gets 
UNESCO award 
for preservation of  
historical achives

UNESCO granted the Tuol Sleng 
Genocidal Museum with the Jikji 
Memory of the World award on 

Firday for its preservation of historical 
documents and photo archives.

The Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts 
said it will encourage private and State 
institutions to conserve and preserve 
the Cambodian heritage.

Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum 
director Hang Nisay told The Post on 
Sunday that the decision on the award 
was made by the evaluation committee.

“An eight-member evaluation 
committee was convened to select 
candidates. The committee selected 
Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum for this 
award,” he said.

The museum will be presented with 
a certificate signed by the UNESCO 
secretary-general and $30,000 in cash. 

“It is good that the international 
community recognised the documents 
at our museum. They are of value to 
humanity to study the history of the Kh-
mer Rouge or the history of the region.

“Receiving the Jikji award makes it 
meaningful to continue conservation 
work at our museum,” Nisay said. 

The programme, he said, is desi-
gned to promote and encourage in-
dividuals or institutions that have put 
in the effort to protect and preserve 
inherited documents.

The programme also focuses on the 
goal of education, training, dissemi-
nation and sharing of knowledge to 
citizens of all races and ages.

He said the Jikji award is given to 
individuals and public institutions once 
every two years. MOM KUNTHEAR
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Hun sen calls for joint Covid fight
Khorn Savi

p
rIme minister Hun sen on 
saturday called for world 
unity in the fight against 
Covid-19 and urged leaders 

to help restore prosperity to the re-
gion and the globe.

speaking at the Global manufac-
turing and Industrialisation summit 
2020, Hun sen said each country 
should be active and flexible in their 
leadership styles as the world at-
tempts to bounce back from several 
pandemic-induced problems.

Held under the theme Restoring 
Prosperity in a Post Pandemic World, 
the summit was hosted by the UN In-
dustrial Development Organisation 
and the ministry of energy and Infra-
structure of the United Arab emirates.

Hun sen stressed the importance of 
reviving global trade which, in the past, 
had been an economic boon for na-
tions and lifted many out of poverty. 

“In this context, we must ensure 
that our cooperative mechanism 
can maintain a spirit of open-mind-
edness and support for multilateral 
trade,” he said.

Hun sen reminded those in atten-
dance that it has been nine months 
since the world first encountered 
Covid-19, an event that triggered 
unprecedented crises for societies 
and economies across the globe.

He said it has been predicted that 
global production will drop, invest-
ments will decrease, and people will 
stop travelling – factors which will 
increase inequality in society.

Newly planned digital policies re-
lated to Industrial revolution 4.0, he 
added, will be stalled as well, espe-
cially in least developed countries.

Covid-19 was first reported in Wu-
han, China, in December last year 
and has spread worldwide, infecting 
millions of people and killing hun-
dreds of thousands. 

since August 15, Cambodia has re-
ported only one new Covid-19 case, 
which was imported from France. 
that brings the total tally to 274 since 
the Kingdom recorded the first case 
in January. Of the number, 272 have 
been discharged from hospitals.

Hun sen said the pandemic has 
been kept under control in Cambo-

dia and there still has not been any 
case of community transmission. 
Cambodia has also not imposed se-
vere lockdown measures.

However, he said the pandemic has 
posed serious problems for the textile, 
tourism, and aviation service industries.

Listing down some of the mea-
sures Cambodia had implemented 
to ease the burden of the virus on 
the people, he said they included 
tax relief schemes; exemption of so-
cial security fund contributions and 
wage subsidies for workers and em-

ployees working in the garment and 
tourism sectors.

Others were the special financing 
schemes to rehabilitate and promote 
small- and medium-sized enterprises 
(smes), and cash support for the poor.

After the rescheduled Khmer New 
Year holidays last month, schools have 
gradually reopened along with muse-
ums, casinos, restaurants and cinemas.

the public is also allowed to cel-
ebrate pchum ben while muslims 
have been permitted to gather in 
mosques, Hun sen said.

Hun Sen stressed the importance of reviving global trade which, in the past, had been an economic boon and ifted many out of poverty. AKP
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Niem Chheng

KING Norodom sihamoni 
granted rehabilitation re-
quests to three former mem-
bers of the supreme Court-
dissolved Cambodia National 
rescue party (CNrp).

Former lawmaker son Chhay, 
Va samo and tav Kimchon sub-
mitted rehabilitation requests 
two weeks ago to minister of 
Interior sar Kheng. they were 
granted on thursday.

Chhay was initially banned 
from politics for five years as 
per the supreme Court ruling 
in November 2017.

ministry spokesperson phat 
sophanit said on sunday that 
since the Law on political par-
ties was amended in January 
2019, paving the way for for-
mer CNrp members to re-
turn to politics, 12 out of 118 
banned CNrp officials had 
been granted rehabilitation.

As of sunday, no other reha-
bilitation requests had been 
submitted, he said.

two new political parties, the 
Khmer Conservative party and 
the Cambodian Nation Love 
party, have been formed by 
the 12 rehabilitated politicians. 
prominent former lawmaker 

Ou Chanrath is reportedly con-
sidering forming another party.

Chanrith, who is living 
abroad, said that Chhay and the 
other opposition members had 
the right to request rehabilita-
tion but he doesn’t know their 
plans because he hasn’t com-
municated with them recently.

“to be honest, I regret that 
they requested the return of 
their political rights. Whether 
they would form a new party 
or join the existing Candle 
Light party, I don’t know be-
cause we haven’t gotten in 
touch lately,” he said.

the director of the Interna-
tional relation Institute at royal 
Academy of Cambodia, Kin 
phea, said on sunday that as pol-
iticians, they did not want to wait 
five years to return to politics.

phea said such rehabilitation 
requests could be regarded as 
‘party betrayal’ by other for-
mer opposition members. but 
it is their only way to return to 
politics and collect the broken 
pieces of the CNrp and walk 
on a new political path.

“this points to a breakup among 
the former CNrp members whose 
party is already broken. they have 
been spiritually and strategically 
divided,” phea said.

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

teN organisations issued a joint 
statement for the 2020 Interna-
tional Vulture Awareness Day 
on saturday, expressing con-
cern about the declining vulture 
population in the Kingdom.

the statement read: “today 
we are celebrating Internation-
al Vulture Awareness Day with a 
message that clearly states that 
vultures need all our help if they 
are to survive in Cambodia.”

Wildlife Conservation soci-
ety (WCs) country director Ken 
serey rotha said vultures play 
an important role in maintain-
ing the environment’s equi-
librium by stripping meat off 
carcasses, something that helps 
reduce the spread of disease. 

rotha referred to the birds 
as nature’s “clean-up crew”. 
but their lives are endangered 
when they ingest toxic meat, 
especially that containing the 
pesticide carbofuran.

“most people think that vul-
tures are a very dirty species. 
but it’s not like that. Vultures 
are an active and wonderful 
agent to clean the environ-
ment,” rotha said.

He said there are hardly 
any vultures left along the 
mekong river in the siem 
pang Wildlife sanctuary in 
stung treng province and the 
Chhep Wildlife sanctuary in 
preah Vihear province. 

Due to deforestation, hunting, 
trapping and the use of poison to 
capture wildlife, vultures are at 
high risk of extinction, he said.

According to the annual 
census of the Cambodian Vul-
ture Working Group (CVWG), 
which was conducted in early 
June, the vulture population 
in Cambodia has decreased 
by about 50 per cent over the 
past 10 years. Last year, 137 

vultures were recorded in the 
Kingdom, while this year only 
119 were spotted.

Angkor Centre for the Con-
servation of biodiversity 
(ACCb) country director mi-
chael meyerhoff said: “All Cam-
bodians can be proud to still 
have vultures in the country.

“but everyone needs to 
support their conservation by 
protecting their habitats and 
especially by stopping wild-
life poisoning. Otherwise, 
Cambodia’s vultures will go 
extinct, as in neighbouring 
thailand and Vietnam.” 

teak seng, the country di-
rector of WWF-Cambodia also 
expressed concern about pesti-
cides which not only endanger 
vultures’ lives but also affect the 
health of humans and livestock.

seng said: “WWF is advocat-
ing for a ‘One Health’ approach 
linking the health of people, 
animals and the environment, 
and we urge this to be included 
in decision-making on wildlife 
and land-use changes.”

recently, researchers study-
ing the biology and migration 
of vultures in Cambodia con-
firmed that they can reach al-
titudes of 6km or higher and 
can travel as fast as 100km/h.

the three vulture species in 
Cambodia are red-headed vul-
tures, slender-billed vultures 
and white-rumped vultures.

ministry of environment sec-
retary of state and spokesman 
Neth pheaktra told The Post 
on sunday that the decline in 
vulture numbers in Cambodia 
was due to loss of habitat, food 
shortages, poaching and the 
use of poisons.

pheaktra urged people to 
participate in the conserva-
tion of vultures by refraining 
from hunting and trading 
wildlife illegally.

ex-CNrp officials 
get rehabilitation

Vulture population on 
decline, draws concern

Woman impersonates judge, 
held for $1 million land scam
Soth Koemsoeun 

p
HNOm penh police ar-
rested a woman for im-
personating an appeal 
court judge to cheat a 

man of almost $1 million.
phnom penh municipal 

police minor crimes bureau 
chief bun satya told The Post 
on sunday that police sent the 
woman, eang senghong, 45, 
to the phnom penh munici-

pal Court on september 6.
phnom penh police worked in 

collaboration with preah Vihear 
police to arrest the woman. she 
has been charged with claim-
ing to be the sibling of national 
leaders who helped her. 

she promised to use the 
money to buy land and sell it for 
profit in the future. she then fled 
from phnom penh to preah Vi-
hear after a warrant was issued.

“We have already sent her 

to court, but we do not know 
what the judge will decide. 
she lied that she was a judge 
and a sibling of national lead-
ers and cheated the victim 
out of almost $1 million.

“there are others involved 
and we are looking for them,” 
said prosecutor Chreng Khmao. 

Khmao’s warrant which was 
released on september 1 said 
the woman is from Chaom 
Chao III commune, in por sen 

Chey district, phnom penh.
the victim, min sai, who 

filed the complaint could not 
be reached.

the police report said the 
woman took $835,000 from sai 
in February 2016 to jointly buy 
land and split the profits equally.

When she sold the land, she 
did not share the money but 
fled. the victim filed a complaint 
with the phnom penh municipal 
Court for a legal solution. 

The woman lied that she was a judge and a sibling of national leaders to cheat the victim out of almost $1 million. Fresh News
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Orm Bunthoeurn

tHe government is set to 
hand over 38ha of boeung 
tamok Lake for development, 
according to two sub-decrees 
dated september 1 and seen 
by The Post on sunday.

the first sub-decree says 15ha 
of the lake will be given to the 
National Committee for Disas-
ter management, the Cambo-
dian Human rights Committee 
(CHrC) and the Cambodian 
mine Action and Victim Assis-
tance Authority (CmAA).

the second sub-decree 
adds that 15ha of the lake will 
be handed over to the min-
istry of rural Development 
to build a new headquarters 
and over 8ha to seng Vuthy, a 
private company.

phnom penh municipal 
Hall spokesman meth meas 
pheakdey said on sunday he did 
not want to comment because 
it was a government decision.

but he emphasised that be-
fore deciding to carry out de-
velopment projects [the gov-
ernment] always considered 
impacts on the environment 
and society.

However, equitable Cam-
bodia executive director eang 
Vuthy expressed concern that 
a possible flood could impact 
phnom penh residents.

“As a civil society organisa-
tion, we have serious con-
cerns about narrowing the 
lake. Hopefully, the govern-
ment will conduct an in-
depth study because this can 
impact millions,” Vuthy told 

The Post on sunday.
He said phnom penh recent-

ly experienced severe floods. 
studies suggest that the lake 
played a vital role in storing 
rainwater and keeping waste 
and wastewater out of the city.

sahmakum teang tnaut 
(stt) issued a 30-page report 
last year entitled the Last lake 
in Phnom Penh. It said filling 
the lake had affected biodiver-
sity and the environment and 
caused floods. thousands of 
families face the threat of los-
ing their homes, according to 
the report.

It said 26 natural lakes in 
phnom penh have been filled 
with soil. sixteen were filled 
completely and 10 others 
partially.

stt called on the govern-
ment not to continue filling 
in lakes and wetland areas 
with soil such as the boeung 
tamok Lake and wetland ar-
eas in boeung tompun com-
mune or  boeng Choeung ek.

the government should 
have conserved them under 

a special law of strict protec-
tion, stt said.

the boeung tamok Lake, 
also known as Kob srov Lake, 
spans 3,239.7ha.  It is the larg-
est natural lake in prek pnov 
district’s Kouk roka commune 
in the north of phnom penh.

the government issued a 
sub-decree in 2018 allocating 
20ha of the boeung tamok 
Lake to build a vegetable and 
fruit market and a parking lot.

On march 13, the govern-
ment allocated 75ha of the 
lake to the phnom penh mu-
nicipal Hall to establish a gar-
den and public park.

On April 27, the government 
decided to allocate another 
34ha of boeung tamok Lake. Of 
the number, 30ha was handed 
over to Kim Heang, represent-
ing a private company.

Another sub-decree dated 
June 22 said nearly 300ha of 
boeung tamok Lake was al-
located to the ministry of 
National Defence to prepare 
the royal Cambodian Armed 
Forces General Command.

Lake set for developmentministry wants dolphin 
areas on UNesCO list  
Voun Dara

t
He ministry of en-
vironment has been 
tasked with compil-
ing data on four areas 

that are home to Irrawaddy 
dolphins in Kratie and preah 
Vihear provinces.

the report is in preparation 
for possible inclusion on the 
UNesCO World Natural Heri-
tage list.

environment ministry 
spokesman Neth pheaktra 
said Cambodia is already rec-
ognised by UNesCO for cul-
tural heritage, including Ang-
kor Wat, preah Vihear temple 
and the sambor prei Kuk tem-
ple group, along with other in-
tangible cultural treasures.

“Cambodia doesn’t only 
have prek Kampi which is an 
Irrawaddy dolphin conserva-
tion area that we have studied 
and documented for UNes-
CO. We have four places we 
have studied and document-
ed in preparation for being in-
cluded on the UNesCO World 
Heritage List,” pheaktra said.

the four areas are prek Kam-
pi dolphin Conservation Area, 
prek prasob Wildlife sanctu-
ary, phnom tbeng Natural 
Heritage site and tmat boey 
Natural tourism Community.

pheaktra said there are only 
three countries in the world 
that are home to the Irrawad-

dy dolphin and Cambodia has 
the most. Cambodia has 92 Ir-
rawaddy dolphins. Indonesia 
and burma have around 60.

He said Cambodia has taken 
another step in compiling a 
list of natural potential areas 
to prepare for the UNesCO 
World Heritage List. In the last 
20 years, the number of Cam-
bodian Irrawaddy dolphins is 
estimated to have increased by 
13 to 18.

pheaktra said once the docu-
mentation is complete and sub-
mitted to UNesCO, he hopes it 
will help protect and conserve 
dolphin areas and attract domes-
tic and international tourists.

According to a World Wildife 
Fund (WWF) report, Irrawaddy 
dolphins or mekong dolphins 
live in three major river systems 
and two lakes around the world.

these include the me-
kong river in Cambodia, the 

mhakam river in Indonesia, the 
Ayeyawaddy river in burma, 
the sungkla river in thailand 
and the Chilika Lake in India.

WWF said the Irrawaddy 
dolphin is on the International 
Union for Conservation of Na-
ture (IUCN) red List of threat-
ened species. It is also classified 
as one of the 58 endangered 
fishery species in the royal Gov-
ernment’s sub-Decree No123 
dated on August 12, 2009.

“the total number of me-
kong dolphins has started to 
increase from 80 in 2015 to 92 
in 2017. this historic increase 
is the result of effective law 
enforcement that has been 
implemented by a total of 72 
river guards,” WWF said.

WWF, in collaboration with 
the fisheries administration, 
plans to release the estimated 
number of Irrawaddy dolphin 
in October.

Dolphins at Prek Kampi in Kratie Province. HENG CHIVOAN

The Boeung Tamok Lake in Kandal province spans 3,239.7ha. fACEbOOk



Hin Pisei

C
AMBODIA’S milled-
rice export market 
is expected to widen 
next year after the 

Cambodia Rice Federation 
(CRF) and Bank of China 
(Hong Kong) Ltd (BoC) signed a 
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) on cooperation and 
support tied to the upcoming 
3rd China International Import 
Expo (CIIE) in November.

The MoU was signed on Fri-
day between CRF president 
Song Saran and BoC Phnom 
Penh Branch representative Liu 
Zheng and aims to shore up the 
Kingdom’s rice industry. BoC is a 
subsidiary of the Chinese State-
owned Bank of China Ltd.

Both parties will further 
strengthen cooperation between 
banks and enterprises, and “ef-
fectively and efficiently” provide 
services and financing for Cam-
bodian companies that are in-
terested in attending the CIIE.

As a “strategic partner”, BoC 
will actively provide compre-
hensive financial services to the 
corporate members of CRF as 
part of the greater CIIE project.

CRF secretary-general Lun 
Yeng told The Post on Sunday 
that through the MoU, the 
BoC would make it easier for 
CRF members to attend the 
CIIE, held in Shanghai, China 
from November 5-10.

He said the event is taken 
very seriously by the Chinese 
leadership, and stressed the 
importance for the Kingdom’s 
rice sector to capitalise on the 
opportunity and expand its 
export market.

“Every year at the event, CRF 
leaders meet Chinese vendors 
to discuss and sign supply 
agreements. This is an opportu-
nity for exporters for the com-
ing year,” Yeng said, adding that 
the CRF has signed MoUs and 
rice sale agreements at both 
prior iterations of the CIIE.

Cambodia exported 448,203 
tonnes of milled rice to interna-
tional markets in the first eight 
months of this year, an increase 
of more than 31.04 per cent 
compared to 342,045 tonnes in 
the same period last year.

The General Directorate of 
Agriculture reported this, cit-
ing data from the General De-
partment of Customs and Ex-

cise that was extracted from 
phytosanitary certificates.

Yeng said the exports were 
worth between $298 and $300 
million.

The directorate said jasmine 
and fragrant rice accounted for 
352,802 tonnes, equivalent to 
78.71 per cent of total milled-
rice exports, while white long-
grain rice accounted for 89,699 
tonnes (20.01 per cent).

Long-grain parboiled rice 
accounted for 5,679 tonnes 
(1.27 per cent) and red rice 23 
tonnes (0.01 per cent).

China topped the list of 59 
destination markets for Cam-
bodian milled rice with 159,253 
tonnes imported (up 19.79 

year-on-year), accounting for a 
35.53 per cent market share.

Exports to Europe, ASEAN 
countries and other destina-
tions reached 149,848 tonnes, 
60,933 tonnes and 78,169 
tonnes, up 24.81, 42.49 and 
68.92 per cent year-on-year, 
accounting for 33.43, 13.59 and 
17.44 per cent of total milled-
rice exports for the period.

But milled-rice shipments 
slipped 34.97 per cent to 22,130 
tonnes last month, from 34,032 
tonnes in August last year.

The CRF attributed the drop 
in dry-season milled-rice ex-
ports to climate change and 
the rescheduled Khmer New 
Year holiday last month.

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,100 1.3098 6.838 106.19 4.1495 1.3639 31.37 0.7288 1.1854 1.3308
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,340 17,360 17,360 17,240

2 GTI 3,390 (SQ) - 3,390 3,390

3 PAS 14,600 14,720 14,720 14,400

4 PEPC 3,290 3,270 3,310 3,270

5 PPAP 11,680 11,680 11,680 11,680

6 PPSP 2,300 2,300 2,300 2,300

7 PWSA 5,960 6,100 6,100 5,960

Date: September 4, 2020

VIETNAMESE Prime Minister 
Nguyen Xuan Phuc has 
approved a national programme 
on supporting enterprises to 
improve productivity and the 
quality of products and com-
modities in the next 10 years.

The programme aims to sup-
port businesses to adopt stand-
ards, technical regulations, 
advanced management systems 
and tools to enhance productiv-
ity and quality of products and 
commodities, contributing to 
increasing the national total fac-
tor productivity (TFP) and com-
petitiveness of the economy.

It sets specific objectives for 
two periods, namely in 2021-
2025, 65 per cent of the nation-
al standard systems (TCVN) 
will be harmonised with inter-
national and regional stand-
ards, while there will be capac-
ity building and training for 
about 600 specialists and con-
sultant staff on productivity 
and quality at ministries, agen-
cies, localities and businesses.

In 2026-2030, the harmonisa-
tion rate of the TCVN system 
with international and region-
al standards will be about 70-75 
per cent; while the number of 
specialists being trained and 
certified will increase to 1,000, 
of which about 200 experts will 
be certified with regional and 
international qualifications.

In the next 10 years, the 
number of enterprises support-
ed with solutions to improve 
productivity and quality is 
expected to increase by 10-15 
per cent per year, of which the 
number of certificates for ISO 
9001 quality management sys-
tem and ISO 14001 environmen-

tal management system granted 
to businesses will increase at 
least 10 per cent compared to the 
2011-2020 programme.

To achieve these goals, the 
programme sets out tasks and 
solutions, focusing on enhanc-
ing mechanisms and policies to 
boost productivity and quality, 
researching and proposing solu-
tions on science, technology and 
innovation to improve national 
productivity and the productiv-
ity of each industry, province and 
enterprise in the economic 
restructuring process.

As these matters are key to the 
country’s sustainable develop-
ment and raising the competi-
tiveness of local enterprises, 
communication and informa-
tion diffusion about productiv-
ity and quality improvement 
solutions will be strengthened.

In addition, the programme 
will help enterprises employ 
new advanced solutions and 
quality and productivity man-
agement systems fit for spe-
cific industries, helping busi-
nesses apply systems of 
traceability, adopt good agri-
cultural practices (GAP) and 
invest in organic farming and 
green productivity.

The last programme (Pro-
gramme 712) supported more 
than 5,000 businesses to adopt 
many solutions and systems to 
improve productivity and 
quality such as ISO 9000, ISO 
14000, SA 8000 (global stand-
ards for managing human 
rights in the workplace), Good 
Manufacturing Practice (GMP) 
and Hazard Analysis and Crit-
ical Control Points (HACCP). 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

CRF, China-owned bank ink 
MoU to promote rice sector

Cambodia-Hungary conference opens window to trade
Thou Vireak

THE first meeting of the Cambodia-
Hungary Joint Commission on Eco-
nomic Cooperation will be held 
later this year in a move to boost 
bilateral trade.

The plan was unveiled on Thursday 
during a video conference between Cam-
bodian Ministry of Commerce secretary 
of state Tek Reth Kamrong, Hungarian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
deputy state secretary for export devel-

opment Istvan Joo, and other officials.
The meeting will be held in two ses-

sions on November 30 and December 
1 in the Kingdom, the commerce 
ministry said.

Hungary has expressed its commit-
ment to strengthening economic 
cooperation with Cambodia in key 
areas, including agriculture, agro-
industry, irrigation management, 
e-commerce and education, it said.

Meanwhile, the two sides plan to 
sign two Memorandums of Under-

standing on draft agreements related 
to agriculture and irrigation manage-
ment, as well as an agreement on 
aviation services, it added.

“The two sides are committed to 
working together and achieving the 
common goal of increasing trade vol-
ume through business and invest-
ment forums, trade fairs and busi-
ness meetings,” the ministry said.

Cambodia Chamber of Commerce 
vice-president Lim Heng said the 
forums could potentially generate 

more market opportunities for the 
Kingdom.

“The meeting will boost economic 
and investment ties between the two 
sides. Though trade volume between 
the two countries remains low, this is 
part of government effort to find 
more new markets to provide [the 
Kingdom with] an economic com-
petitive advantage over regional 
countries,” he said.

Last year, Cambodia and Hungary 
signed agreements on economic 

cooperation in 24 priority areas, 
including trade promotion, e-com-
merce, small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs), agriculture, tour-
ism, banking and finance.

From 2013 to mid-2018, bilateral 
trade volume between Cambodia and 
Hungary was only $16 million, data 
from the commerce ministry show.

The Kingdom shipped $13 million 
worth of goods to the Hungarian 
market and imported more than $3 
million.

Vietnamese PM Phuc 
approves programme 
to boost productivity

The Kingdom exported 448,203 tonnes of milled rice to international markets in the first eight months of this 
year. HENG CHIVOAN
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Kingdom, Us renew trade vows
Thou Vireak

C
AmbODIA and the Us on thurs-
day vowed to continue promot-
ing trade and investment at the 
Us-Cambodia trade and Invest-

ment Networking and mini-exposition.
the event was part of the celebration 

of the 70 years of diplomatic relations 
between the two countries.

speaking at the event, minister of Com-
merce pan sorasak noted the uptrend of 
bilateral trade between the two countries, 
which has ballooned from year to year.

He highlighted the strides that the 
Cambodian government has made in 
deepening reforms in the institutional 
and legal framework, which he said en-
sure a better business and investment 
environment in the Kingdom.

“I called on the ambassador to encour-
age Us nationals to invest in Cambodia, 
especially in the field of e-commerce.

“I remain optimistic on trade and in-
vestment cooperation between the two 
countries, and have agreed in principle 
to hold the 6th Cambodia-Us Joint 
Council meeting on trade and Invest-
ment Framework,” he said, without 
specifying a date.

At the event, Us ambassador to Cambo-
dia patrick murphy said new Us products 
and investors will enter the Cambodian 
market each year, further cementing eco-
nomic ties between the two countries.

He said Us companies bring with 
them transparent and high-quality in-
vestment, world-class technology and 
training programmes, as well as high en-
vironmental and labour standards that 
promote inclusive economic growth.

the Us is the largest market for Cam-
bodian exports, taking in $5.4 billion last 
year, up from $3 billion in 2015, he added.

He noted that the Kingdom exported 
$2.75 billion worth of goods to the Us in 

the first half of this year, up 23 per cent from 
$2.24 billion in the same period last year.

“these exports represent and support 
tens of thousands of Cambodian jobs, es-
pecially for factory workers and farmers.

“Cambodian exports also benefit Us con-
sumers providing them with more choices 
in varieties of products such as garments, 
footwear, Kampot pepper, milled rice and 
much more,” murphy said.

At the same event, American Chamber 
of Commerce in Cambodia president Al-
len Dodgson tan stressed the richness in 
the history of Us trade and investment 
in Cambodia, its contribution to the 
Kingdom’s development and the close-
ness of the two peoples.

He said the “remarkably special rela-
tionship” between the Cambodian and Us 
peoples manifests itself in the Us invest-
ment exhibited around the Kingdom.

tan described the availability of Carl’s 
Junior’s “Western bacon Cheeseburger”, 
Louisiana Famous Fried Chicken and 

sweets from Us chains such as Krispy 
Cream and Cold stone Creamery in 
phnom penh as “remarkable”.

He noted that Us consumer products such 
as Coca-Cola, blistex, palmers and Ford, as 
well as agricultural products like John Deere 
tractors and scafco silos are among the most 
trusted brands by Cambodian consumers 
and businesses. Us products represent qual-
ity and value for money, he claimed.

tan added: “American investments have 
helped build the Cambodian economy 
and raise the standard of living for many 
ordinary Cambodians, while American 
consumers have benefited from the qual-
ity and affordability of goods manufac-
tured by Cambodian workers.”

the Us provides Cambodia with pref-
erential trade access under the Genera-
lised system of preferences (Gsp) pro-
gramme, enabling duty free access to the 
Us market for more than 5,000 products. 
Nearly $1 billion in travel goods were ex-
ported to the Us last year under Gsp.

CHINA will scale up mea-
sures to spur the growth 
of the digital economy in a 
bid to inject new impetus 
into the economy and foster 
high-quality development, 
said the nation’s top indus-
try regulator on saturday.

minister of Industry and 
Information technology 
Xiao Yaqing said data has 
become a key factor of pro-
duction and a new engine 
to promote changes in eco-
nomic development intend-
ed to improve quality and 
efficiency.

He said: “the free flow of data 
will help boost the free flow of 
production factors from tech-
nology, capital and talent; pro-
mote the optimal allocation of 
resources; and raise total factor 
productivity.”

He made the remarks at 
the Forum of trends and 
Latest Developments of Dig-
ital trade under the ongo-
ing China International Fair 
for trade in services (Ciftis) 
held in beijing.

the Ciftis, which marks 
the country’s first major in-
ternational trade event held 
offline since the start of the 
Covid-19 outbreak, lasts 
from september 4-9.

Fuelled by the booming 
new technologies and the 
government’s supportive 
policies, the digital economy 
is gradually becoming the key 

driving force to boost China’s 
economic development.

Xiao said: “China’s digital 
economy has scaled up from 
11 trillion yuan to 35.8 tril-
lion yuan [$1.6 to $5.2 tril-
lion], accounting for 36.2 per 
cent of the GDp [gross do-
mestic product].”

Last year, the country’s 
software industry posted a 
year-on-year growth of 15.4 
per cent and hit 7.2 trillion 
yuan in revenue. And the 
country has attained 60 mil-
lion 5G users, he said.

the ministry’s data showed 
that China has now gained 
more than 70 domestic in-
dustrial internet public plat-
forms, which have served 
more than 400,000 industrial 
enterprises.

In the next step, the min-
istry will make a big push 
to promote digital industri-
alisation and industrial digi-
talisation, Xiao said.

more efforts are also 
needed to speed up the 
construction of digital in-
frastructure; promote the 
large-scale commercial de-
ployment of 5G; accelerate 
the digital, networked and 
intelligent transformation 
of manufacturing; improve 
data services; and strength-
en international exchanges 
and cooperation in the digi-
tal economy, he added. CHINA 

DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

China set to spark 
internet economy

Garments accounted for a large part of the $2.75 billion worth of goods that the Kingdom 
shipped to the US in the first half of this year. pOST STAFF



C
apital is no doubt the 
most important input 
for a company’s busi-
ness expansion. 

in today’s competitive envi-
ronment, companies regardless 
of industry and size need to ac-
quire additional capital to invest 
in infrastructure and production 
or research and development, for 
example. 

in general, companies can 
access many different sources of 
funding, such as their existing 
shareholders or bank loans. 

However, such funding is 
either short-term or limited, 
raising concerns for companies 
in implementing their long-term 
expansion plans. 

the securities market is 
another means of raising capital, 
one that can not only provide 
long term and limitless sources 
of funds, but also deliver addi-
tional benefits for a company. 

Here are some of the main 
reasons why a company should 
consider raising additional funds 
through the stock market.

Obtaining a long-term and
limitless source of funds

Raising funds through the 
stock market allows listed com-
panies to obtain long term and 
limitless sources of funds from 
a large pool of public investors 
in the market. 

Obtaining a long-term source 
of funds by raising capital 
through the stock market means 
companies are not required to 
pay back the principal. 

This increases the cash and 
liquidity of the company com-
pared to a bank loan, which 
requires companies to pay 
interest at regular intervals  
and at maturity. 

The securities market is 
popular because of the ability 
to access unlimited funding  
as a company can continue  
to raise capital by issuing  
additional stocks at any  

time based on its need and 
potential.

Improving corporate governance
and credibility

Publicly listed companies are 
subject to rules and regula-
tions, such as minimum capital 
and profits, corporate gover-
nance, reporting obligations, 
shareholder structure, human 
resources and other standards 
imposed by the stock exchange 
and securities commission to 
ensure investor protection, 
transparency and fairness. 

One example is the reporting 
obligation that requires each 
listed company to publish a 
timely financial report audited 

by an independent auditor. 
To be able to go public,  

the company needs to  
comply with such regulations, 
resulting in improved corporate 
governance. 

Strong corporate governance 
increases credibility among 
stakeholders, such as investors, 
business and partners – and 
especially customers.

Increasing market value 

A company’s worth is  
measured more than by  
just its cash holdings. 

Other wealth includes  
reputation, management  
structure and the ability  
to provide investors with  

liquidity, for example. 
These traits will add value to 

the company when it decides  
to go public. 

According to a study, the 
public companies on the S&P 
500 are valued around 17  
times higher than their  
earnings, while a private  
company is valued at just  
one to five times higher.

Increasing company visibility  

A listed company generally 
draws attention from domes-
tic and foreign investors, the 
media and the public as its  
financial or operational  
affairs are reported in  
newspapers and on TV,  

being communicated both  
within and outside the  
country of origin. 

This enhances the  
visibility and profile of the  
company, which further  
improves the awareness of  
its products and services.

Allowing existing shareholders
to exit 

Last but not least, going 
public allows a company’s 
shares to be publicly traded  
on the stock exchange. 

This means new and exist-
ing shareholders will be able 
to convert their holdings into 
cash with ease. Another benefit 
is talent acquisition as high 

quality personnel are more 
likely to join companies that 
offer stock option plans that 
exit with ease. 

Contributed by: The Cambodia 
Securities Exchange, Market 
Operations Department  
Email: market@csx.com.kh
Tel: 023 95 88 88 / 023 95 88 85

Disclaimer: This article  
is compiled solely for 
informative and educational 
purposes only and does  
not make any recommendations 
or offer investment advice. The 
Cambodia Securities Exchange 
is not liable for any losses  
or damages caused by using  
it in such a way. 

Why firms should consider raising 
funds through the stock market
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Power transmission provider Pestech (Cambodia) Plc is listed on the Cambodia Securities Exchange. supplied
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NOrtH Korea is estimated to 
have collected up to $2 billion 
in illegal funds through hacking 
cryptocurrency exchanges, in-
ternational financial networks 
and automated teller machine 
systems, Voice of America 
(VOA) reported on Friday.

Citing documents from Us 
law enforcement agencies and 
experts, the Us government-
funded broadcaster said North 
Korean hackers abuse the in-
complete regulatory system 
of the nascent industry, the 
anonymity of cryptocurrency, 
and use methods known as 
“mixer” and “chain hopping” 
to make it difficult to iden-
tify the routes through which 
cryptocurrency was traded.

experts including Kayla 
Izenman, a research analyst 
with the UK think tank royal 
United services Institute, 
said the reason North Korea 
is using cyberspace to make 
money is because it is low-
risk, high-return and difficult 
to find out who is liable.

Izenman was quoted as 
saying by VOA: “I’d say they 
are advanced cybercriminal 
actors in general, more than 
any other sanctioned coun-
tries except for maybe russia 
and to some extent China.

“but they’re using a different 
approach towards cryptocur-
rency and towards the financial 
system and sanctions evasion 
than any other sanctioned 
country . . . I would assume 
North Korea is using crypto-
currency to further the state’s 
goal.”

the Us state Department, 
the expert panel under the UN 
security Council’s committee 
on sanctions against North 
Korea and private sector ex-
perts have repeatedly warned 

of North Korea’s extortion of 
funds through illegal activities 
in cyberspace, VOA said.

Jesse spiro, global head of 
policy at Us blockchain anal-
ysis company Chainalysis, 
told VOA: “What we’re com-
fortable saying, at present, is 
that North Koreans have sto-
len at least 1.5 billion Us dol-
lars in cryptocurrency . . . so, 
it’s far greater than other state 
actors concerning that.

“North Korea, I think, has 
identified hacking the crypto-
currency exchanges as a low-
risk, high-reward.”

the Us Department of trea-
sury has said three North Ko-
rean state-sponsored hacking 
groups – Lazarus, bluenoroff 
and Andariel – could have 
extorted $571 million in cryp-
tocurrency alone, by attack-
ing five Asian cryptocurrency 
exchanges between January 
2017 and september 2018.

the Us law enforcement au-
thorities believe North Korea 
stole a total of $253 million worth 
of cryptocurrency over two years 
since 2018, the largest heist be-
ing the $250 million extorted 
from a south Korean cryptocur-
rency exchange in 2018.

the Us federal prosecutors 
said last week that North Korean 
hackers stole $273,000 worth of 
cryptocurrency in July 2018 and 
$247,000 in september 2018.

richard Harknett, profes-
sor at University of Cincinnati 
and expert in cyber security 
strategy, told VOA: “Cyber has 
opened up a new opportunity 
for the North Korean regime to 
access financial assets directly 
through financial manipula-
tion of Atm transaction, cryp-
tocurrency as well as actually 
hard cash attacks against the 
bangladesh National bank.” 

NK ‘stole up to $2b 
in network hacks’

‘No sign of life’ at beirut collapse
r

esCUe workers said 
on saturday there 
was no longer any 
sign of life in a col-

lapsed beirut building, dash-
ing hopes raised by sensor 
readings showing a pulse 
beneath the rubble from last 
month’s blast.

the cataclysmic August 4 
explosion in the port of bei-
rut killed at least 191 people, 
making it Lebanon’s deadli-
est peacetime disaster. One 
month on, seven people are 
still listed as missing.

On Wednesday night, a 
sniffer dog deployed by Chil-
ean rescuers detected a scent 
beneath a collapsed building 

in the heavily damaged Gem-
mayzeh neighbourhood adja-
cent to the port.

High-tech sensors confirmed 
an apparent heartbeat and res-
cue teams took up the search.

but after three days’ work re-
moving piles of masonry, Chil-
ean rescue specialist Frances-
co Lermanda late on saturday 
said there was no longer any 
sign of life under the rubble.

He told the media: “sadly 
today we can say that techni-
cally we have no sign of life 
inside the building.”

two female rescue workers 
on saturday slipped through 
a final tunnel to check for any 
victim in the last air pocket 

where there could possibly 
be but found nobody there, 
he said.

Work would however con-
tinue to make the zone secure 
and ensure there was no pos-
sibility of any victim being left 
inside, Lermanda said.

In the afternoon, engineer 
riyadh al-Assad had said the 
workers had cleared two layers 
of rubble and reached a stair-
way, where they found no-one.

the civil defence agency’s op-
erations director, George Abou 
moussa, in the morning said 
the chances of finding some-
one alive were “very low”. 

but civil defence officer Qas-
sem Khater said his team was 

determined not to give up.
He said: “We are not leaving 

the site until we’ve finished 
going through the rubble, 
even if a new building col-
lapse threatens.”

Chilean specialist Walter 
munoz in the morning had 
put the chances of finding a 
survivor at “two per cent”.

Lebanese officials had 
played down the chances of 
anyone surviving so long be-
neath the rubble.

but even the faint hope of a 
miracle caught the imagina-
tion of a country already reeling 
from the coronavirus pandem-
ic and the country’s worst eco-
nomic crisis in decades. AFP

The cataclysmic August 4 explosion in the port of Beirut killed at least 191 people, making it Lebanon’s deadliest peacetime disaster. AFP
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mALAYsIA has dropped crim-
inal charges against Goldman 
sachs over its role in the 1ma-
laysia Development berhad 
(1mDb) scandal, a lawyer for 
the bank said on Friday. 

billions of dollars were 
looted from sovereign wealth 
fund 1mDb in a fraud that in-
volved former prime minister 
Najib razak and his cronies 
that spanned the globe.

the money was used to buy 
everything from expensive 
artwork to real estate and a 
massive luxury superyacht.

Goldman’s role came under 
scrutiny over bond issues to-
talling $6.5 billion it helped 
arrange for the investment ve-
hicle, with malaysia claiming 
large amounts were misappro-
priated during the process.

Authorities previously pursued 
all those involved in the scandal 
and filed charges against the 
Wall street titan but state news 

agency bernama reported that 
prosecutors told a Kuala Lum-
pur court that they no longer 
intended to pursue them.

Hisyam teh, a lawyer for the 
bank, confirmed to AFp that 
acquittal orders were granted.

Goldman last month paid 
malaysia $2.5 billion as part of 
a settlement over its role in the 
scandal, with a guarantee that 
at least $1.4 billion in assets 
acquired with misappropriat-
ed funds would be recovered.

prime minister muhyiddin 
Yassin said malaysia would 
receive a total of $4.5 billion, 
together with 1mDb-linked 
funds already handed back 
from the Us.

Najib, who was unseated in 
2018 polls in part due to pub-
lic anger over the scandal, was 
jailed for 12 years in July after 
the first of several trials linked 
to 1mDb. He remains free on 
bail while he appeals. AFP

IN mUCH the same way that 
the public learned about how 
physical distancing and other 
anti-Covid-19 health mea-
sures were allegedly violated 
by the metro manila police 
chief when he celebrated 
his birthday last may, police 
hope to catch “hardheaded” 
quarantine violators, includ-
ing fellow officers – with help 
from social media.

And so the public was 
warned on saturday by Joint 
task Force (JtF) Covid shield 
chief police Lieutenant Gen-
eral Guillermo eleazar that the 
police would “regularly moni-
tor” various social media plat-
forms in search of people who 
defied safety protocols while 
most parts of the country re-
mained under some form of 
community quarantine.

eleazar said he had in-
structed all police command-
ers and their men to conduct 
what would amount to an on-
line patrol to find violators of 
quarantine rules.

He said some people were 
“inadvertently” posting pho-
tos online of quarantine vio-
lations such as mass gather-
ings and celebrations.

Other pictures and videos of 
quarantine protocol violations 
committed on the streets that 
were captured by closed-cir-

cuit television and dashboard 
cameras were also being post-
ed on Facebook, he said.

eleazar said in a statement: 
“the social media are full of 
photos and evidence of hard-
headed people deliberately 
violating the quarantine pro-
tocols.

“these can be used as piec-
es of evidence to warn, fine 
and summon the people con-
cerned in coordination with 
the barangay [village] officials 
concerned.”

He said among the usual im-
ages uploaded on social media 
were violations of the rules on 
riding pillion on motorcycles 
and of drinking sessions.

He warned people who 
gather for drinks that they 
may also be violating the li-
quor ban in their localities.

eleazar appealed to the 
public “to assist the pNp 
[philippine National police] 
in running after the viola-
tions of quarantine proto-
cols, even if those involved 
are policemen”.

based on the data from the 
JtF Covid shield, more than 
365,000 people had been 
warned, fined and charged 
with violating quarantine pro-
tocols nationwide since march 
17. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

m’sia axes 1mDb charges 
against Goldman sachs

philippines ‘set to 
scan social media 
for Covid violators’

police lambasted for targeting 
LGbt community in Jakarta raid
C

IVIL groups have criticised the 
Jakarta police over the criminali-
sation of the lesbian, gay, bisexu-
al and transgender (LGbt) com-

munity following a recent raid on a private 
party in Kuningan, south Jakarta.

On August 29, police officers broke into 
an apartment where 56 males were hold-
ing a private gathering. the police later 
named nine people, who were the party 
organisers, as suspects, while the 47 at-
tendees became witnesses in the case.

Investigators charged the nine suspects 
under Article 296 of the Criminal Code, 
which is generally used to charge pimps.

they also charged the suspects under Ar-
ticle 33 of the 2008 pornography Law that 
restricts people from funding or facilitating 
pornographic services, which carries a max-
imum sentence of 15 years’ imprisonment.

the Civil society Coalition for the pro-
tection of the rights of Vulnerable Groups 
criticised the force’s decision to name 
the party organisers suspects, saying the 
charge was unsuitable as the organisers 
did not hold the party for profit.

the coalition – consisting of several 
civil groups including the Institute for 
Criminal Justice reform (ICJr), LGbt 
rights group Arus pelangi and the Indo-
nesian Legal Aid Institute (YLbHI) – also 
argued that partying in a private space 
could not be considered a violation of 
the law.

It went on to say that the police had vio-
lated the International Covenant on Civil 
and political rights, which was ratified by 
Indonesia through Law No 12/2005, which 
restricts state authorities from arbitrarily 
entering citizens’ residences.

“the state shouldn’t use criminal law to 

target certain groups. the police shouldn’t 
justify ways to obtain evidence that vio-
late the suspects’ rights,” the coalition 
wrote in a statement on saturday.

the coalition also argued that the po-
lice had ignored the suspects’ rights to a 
fair trial during the raid and investiga-
tion as the force did not notify their rela-
tives about the arrest. the police only 
announced the raid five days later dur-
ing a press briefing.

Civil rights groups also lambasted the 
police for not providing legal assistance 
to the suspects and witnesses during the 
investigation, although it is guaranteed 
by Article 54 of the Criminal Law proce-
dures Code (KUHAp).

“We urge the Jakarta police to prioritise 
the fair trial principles and stop using all 
means that violate the citizens’ privacy. 

the National Commission on Human 
rights [Komnas HAm] should ensure that 
the case won’t become a precedent for fu-
ture persecutions against LGbt groups.”

being LGbt is not illegal in Indonesia, 
but members of the community have 
persistently faced discrimination from 
authorities, society as well as radical Is-
lamic groups.

Us-based pew research Institute found 
last year that only nine per cent of Indo-
nesians agreed that homosexuality should 
be accepted by society.

Although the figure had increased 
from three per cent in 2013, it was still 
far below other countries, including the 
neighbouring philippines, where 73 per 
cent of respondents responded that they 
were tolerant of homosexuality. THE JAKAR-

TA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Being LGBT is not illegal in Indonesia, but members of the community have persistently faced 
discrimination from authorities, society as well as radical Islamic groups. THE JAKARTA POST

Goldman last month paid Malaysia $2.5 billion as part of a settlement 
over its role in the scandal. AFP
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W
HeN sHINZO 
Abe, the long-
est-serving Jap-
anese prime 

minister decided to step 
down, not only did he leave 
the world in surprise but he 
also gave an opportunity to 
reflect on his legacy to his 
country and the world. Abe 
has left a deep mark on Japa-
nese politics.

While he is hailed as a real-
ist in world politics and stra-
tegic affairs, his record in the 
domestic arena has been a 
mixed bag. Abe came into 
power for the second time in 
2012 at a crucial juncture in 
Japanese history.

the Japanese economy was 
stagnant, the nuclear disaster 
of Fukushima in 2011 had 
shaken the country and there 
was a dominant discourse in 
Japan to counterbalance Chi-
na. Against this background 
rose shinzo Abe, who prom-
ised to give prestige and 
prosperity to Japan. He dealt 
with the economics aspect 
with his much-popularised 
‘Abenomics’, which was a 
concoction of free market 
enterprise with heavy finan-
cial stimulus to be doled out 
to lift the economy.

the strategy was to 
increase inflation to at least 
two per cent for growth 
shoots to come up. experts 
argue that the impact of Abe-
nomics was not as good as 
expected by the regime; how-
ever, it was able to resuscitate 
the economy to some extent. 
He tried to increase the polit-
ical capital of Japan in for-
eign affairs by constantly 
courting major powers of the 
world.

His ambition was to trans-
form a political pygmy into a 
giant. However, during his 
time in office, Abe had court-
ed many controversies by 
openly paying homage at a 
war memorial for the fallen 
soldiers of World War II, his 
refusal to acknowledge war 
crimes committed by the Jap-
anese, his intention to amend 
the post-war constitution, his 
attempt to change self-critical 
history textbooks in Japanese 

schools, et cetera.
All these pointed towards his 

conservative orientation. In a 
society that prizes stability 
over hyper nationalism, Abe 
created many ripples against 
the tide. His regime was also 
accused of nepotism and cor-
ruption, his colleagues 
accused of taking bribes, tam-
pering with official documents 
(for which he publicly apolo-
gised) and his regime’s inabili-
ty to effectively deal with the 
Covid-19 pandemic, especially 
in the early days. Of late, Abe 
was also criticised for increas-
ing service tax from eight to 10 
per cent.

therefore, when the news 
of his resignation came, 
many were not surprised. 
However, from an Indian 
standpoint, Abe’s tenure was 
probably the best period for 
Indo-Japanese ties, especially 
the increased economic stra-
tegic relations between India 
and Japan that Abe exten-
sively propagated.

Abe saw India and Japan as 
two players changing the 

strategic game in the Asia-
pacific. On his maiden state 
visit to India in 2007, Abe 
declared his strategic ambi-
tion towards India by calling 
out for a “Confluence of the 
two seas” between the Indi-
an and the pacific Oceans, 
that is closer cooperation 
between India and Japan.

then in 2012 came Abe’s 

article Asia’s Democratic 
Security Diamond in which 
he asked emphatically for 
greater depth in Indo-Japan 
relations.

One of his biggest achieve-
ments in the strategic arena 
was to establish the Indo 
pacific Quadrilateral between 
India, Japan, Australia and 
the Us to balance the 
increasing Chinese might in 
the south China sea region.

the close cooperation 
between India and Japan has 
helped the former to over-
come material glitches that 
are present on account of the 
funds-crunch.

Asia-Africa Growth Corri-
dor is a case in point. such 
projects allowed India to use 
its manpower and Japan to 
put in service its technologi-

cal and material superiority 
to the best of diplomatic 
gains for both countries.

these gains have been pos-
sible because Abe could see 
that scattered countries 
could be brought together to 
make a formidable coalition. 
On the economic front as 
well, Japan has been one of 
the biggest investors in the 
Indian economy.

As per Japanese government 

records, bilateral trade between 
India and Japan increased from 
$7.023 billion in 2005 to $172.8 
billion in 2018. Japanese invest-
ment in India increased at a 
higher pace – by 1165 per cent 
from $2.8 billion in 2005 to 
$35.8 billion during the same 
period.

Japan has been also 
involved in infrastructural 
projects including the much-
feted Delhi-mumbai freight 
corridor.

there is no doubt that Abe’s 
legacy will be evaluated on 
the basis of the salience of 
his policies and whether his 
successors are able to 
achieve the goals of their 
predecessor, or if they will 
chart a different course.

However, looking at the Abe 
era from an Indian lens, what 
is visible is the period of a 
leader who took a leaf out of 
the book of realpolitik and 
implemented it fully. THE STATES-

MAN (INDIA)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The writer is a Research Scholar, 
Centre for Political Studies, Jawahar-
lal Nehru University.

Opinion
Amritpal Kaur

Man who brought about 
a confluence of the seas

Shinzo Abe, the longest-serving Japanese Prime Minister decided to step down, leaving the world in surprise but with the opportunity to reflect on 
his legacy to his country and the world. pOOL/AFp

‘Abenomics’ was a concoction 
of free market enterprise with 

heavy financial stimulus to be 
doled out to lift the economy
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Art & culture

Hong Raksmey

K
HCHAO touch has 
been plagued with 
existential ques-
tions for as long as 

she can remember. she want-
ed to know where she came 
from, why she was born and 
what awaited her in the after-
life – questions which could 
be considered unusual for a 
child to be asking.

“Where was I before I was 
born? Where am I going? 
What am I doing? Why was 
I born into this life and for 
what?” touch asks.

she says she often felt con-
fused while growing up. some-
times she was angry, some-
times sad, sometimes she 
spoke unkind words. she won-
dered why her mind swayed in 
different directions, almost as 
if she had no control over it.

Nature became something 
that she centred on. When she 
looked at flowers and trees, 
she felt a deep appreciation 
for their beauty, their inher-
ent peacefulness and ability 
to draw people in.

she was also struck by the 
fact that nature never de-
manded anything. even in 
death, they gave back to the 
earth by fertilising the ground 
from which they sprouted.

the 38-year-old touch says: 
“they [the flowers] get up in 
the morning and smile. they 
smile until they die. When they 
die they still smile. they turn 
into compost and offer life to 
other plants. All their lives, they 
just give, they don’t need any-
thing from me. Is this nature?”

Her meditations on life 
and nature inspired touch 
to launch an art exhibition 
entitled I Am Nature? which 
opened August 28 at the mi-
rage Contemporary Art space 
in siem reap and will run un-
til November 9.

touch’s goal for her exhibi-
tion is to analyse the practice 
of mediation and human 
connection with nature while 
providing an opportunity for 
self-reflection.

she uses actual parts of na-
ture to create her art, pains-
takingly painting detailed 
patterns with tiny stems of 
bamboo to create pieces that 
can take months to complete.

the mirage art gallery says 
the exhibition features art-
work from two of touch’s 
projects – Just Born, which 
features oil and acrylic paint-
ings on wood and Empty, 
which showcases her ball-
point pen drawing skills.

“through my work, I want to 
communicate that peace and 

harmony are available to all.
“Looking at myself and 

looking at those around me, 
I see that we all struggle. I 
want to give us a space for 
peace and contemplation. I 
would like people to see their 
strength, beauty and perfec-
tion,” touch says.

Her artwork reflects the 
deep link between meditation 
and self-reflection with sym-
metrical patterns and vibrant 
designs which come together 
at a central figure’s philtrum, 
the vertical indentation that 
is located above the lip and 
below the nose.

the paintings are designed 
to enhance viewers’ focus and 
prompt them to engage in 
compassionate self-reflection.

touch was born in battam-
bang in 1982 and trained at 
the phare ponleu selpak, a 
non-profit art school in her 
home province, from 1998-
2003. she then taught at the 
school until 2008, when she 
decided to pursue a full-time 
career as an artist.

she travelled to France, 
where she became a resident 
artist at the Fenetre sur rue, 
which is a cultural association 
in bordeaux, and then to the 
Us, where she created installa-
tions for the 2nd City Art Gal-
lery in Long beach, California.

In 2009, she gave birth to her 
daughter and spent the next 
five years caring for her fam-
ily. she was nominated for the 
sovereign Asia Art prize that 
year, and again this year.

touch was a runner up 
for the “You Khin memorial 
Women’s Art prize” in 2010 
and listed as one of Cam-
bodia’s top 10 artists by the 
southeast Asia Globe.

In 2013, she opened the 
Lotus Gallery in battambang 
with her husband and started 
working there in 2016.

In addition to showcasing 
her work at the Lotus Gallery, 
touch has hosted solo exhibi-
tions at the French Cultural 
Centre and the Art Cafe in 
phnom penh, the Hotel de 
la paix, Heritage suites Hotel 
and the French Cultural Cen-
tre in siem reap. she has also 
participated in numerous 
group exhibitions in Cambo-
dia and abroad. 

she credits the Dhamma 
Latika, a Vipassana medita-
tion centre in battambang, 
with easing her restless mind 
and gaining an understand-
ing of how to work with it.

“this place taught me med-
itation and how to calm and 
focus my mind which never 
wanted to listen to me. It al-
ways wanted to think and 

think . . . about the future, the 
past and even the negative. 
It never wanted to stay calm 
and still in the present mo-
ment,” says touch.

she says the Vipassana 
meditation centre taught her a 
style of meditation called “the 

Art of Living” and she was able 
to smile a little inside.

“It watered the seeds I had 
planted and they have started 
to grow,” she says.

I am Nature? was planned for 
an earlier date, but Covid-19 
shuttered the mirage for five 

months.
mirage’s communications 

manager Kasia sumislawska, 
tells The Post: “Now, we feel 
that touch’s work fits the times 
we live in. It’s very meditative 
in tone, encourages self-reflec-
tion and transmits a message 

of peace and tranquillity.”
sumislawska says touch’s 

work is deeply connected to 
meditation and celebrates 
being in the moment.

“We believe that experi-
encing her work may bring 
the feeling of peace to our 
guests,” she says.

Following government 
guidelines, mirage only allows 
a limited number of guests at 
one time and they must prac-
tise social distancing.

Upon arrival, people are 
asked for contact details for 
contract tracing purposes, of-
fered hand sanitiser and en-
couraged to wear masks.

surfaces like door handles are 
cleaned regularly before and 
after each showing and guests 
who are unwell or feverish are 
encouraged to stay home.

Guests can view touch’s art at 
the mirage Contemporary Art 
space on Oknha Oum Chhay 
street in siem reap town from 
Wednesday to saturday from 
11am to 5pm until the exhibi-
tion ends on November 9.

siem reap art 
exhibit invites 
introspection 
through nature

Khchao Touch’s artwork is heavily inspired by meditation, which she credits with calming her restless mind. supplied

Touch’s detailed oil paintings, which she paints with tiny bamboo stems, can take months to complete. supplied
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On the 63rd Malaysian National Day on August 31, the Embassy of Malaysia in Phnom Penh hosted a small evening gathering on the rooftop 
of Courtyard by Marriott Phnom Penh under the theme “Raikan Kemerdekaan Malaysia” – “Celebrate Malaysian Independence”. The Ambassador 
of Malaysia to the Kingdom of Cambodia, HE Eldeen Husaini Mohd Hashim, joined 63 Malaysians – to symbolise the 63rd anniversary of the 
nation’s independence – in marking the occasion. The group consisted of embassy officials and staff, as well as selected representatives of the 
Malaysian diaspora, including those who participated in the previous day’s “Merdeka Ride” event. The Ambassador emphasised in his speech the 
enormous strides Malaysia has made over the past 63 years, while highlighting that this year also marks the 63rd anniversary of the establishment 
of diplomatic relations between Malaysia and the Kingdom of Cambodia. 

Malaysian embassy celebrates 63rd National Day
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The Embassy of Malaysia in Phnom Penh held a “Merdeka Ride” on 
the morning of August 30 in celebration of the nation’s 63rd National 
Day the following day. HE Eldeen Husaini Mohd Hashim, Ambassador 
of Malaysia to the Kingdom of Cambodia, led embassy officials, staff 
and family members, and Malaysians living in the Kingdom on the 
22km ride. Made up of 63 participants to represent the 63 years 
of Malaysian independence, 43 cyclists and 20 motorbike riders 
rode to Kandal province’s Takhmao town and back, while taking in 
select locations in the capital. In remarks, the Ambassador hailed the 
Merdeka Ride for injecting unity, pride, the spirit of patriotism and a 
love for Malaysia, while encouraging all Malaysians to lead a healthy 
lifestyle. 

‘Merdeka Ride’ hits road
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The Cambodia Securities Exchange (CSX) on August 27 held an awards ceremony for the six winners of the Stock Trading Competition, 
which ran from October 21 last year to January 17. At the event, CSX CEO HE Hong Sok Hour highlighted the investment opportunities 
available on the Cambodian stock market. The first three winners received cash prizes of eight million riel (around $2,000), five million riel 
and three million riel respectively, while the three other winners bagged one million riel each. 

CSX contest winners awarded cash prizes
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More than 80 Malaysians celebrated the 63rd Malaysian National Day in Me Mates Restaurant in Phnom Penh on August 31. Members 
of the Crazy Darters team consisting of mostly Malaysian, Singaporean and Cambodian players organised the “Merdeka Darts Competition” to 
mark the occasion. Malaysian national Raj Vijayan won the tournament, taking home the Me Mates Challenge Trophy. 

‘Merdeka Darts Competition’ @ Me Mates Restaurant



Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Doll’s comment, often
  5 Shoelace piece
 10 Tart taste
 14 Early space explorer Shepard
 15 Watts of Hollywood
 16 English horn, e.g.
 17 Reporter’s challenge
 20 “Aloha!”
 21 Mark with grooves
 22 “Green” emotion
 25 Wistful exhalation
 26 Humble dwelling
 29 Make watertight
 31 Cascades peak
 35 112.5 degrees away from S
 36 Gave employment to
 38 Blender’s sound
 39 Solid venture
 43 Ripped
 44 Twig used in grafting
 45 Cause of team dissension
 46 Pilfers
 49 Roll call response
 50 Bookcase locale, often
 51 Presidential caucus state

 53 Icy coating
 55 Bottom of a chest
 58 Start for “structure” or “red”
 62 Excellent thing to build on
 65 Solo for opera stars
 66 Bombastic
 67 Change copy
 68 Faculty head
 69 Caught some Z’s
 70 Something to play
DOWN
  1 It has its pluses and minuses
  2 Skin cream ingredient
  3 Wound by clawing
  4 Camera view
  5 Santa __, Calif.
  6 One of the three states of matter
  7 Bottom-line bummer
  8 Sends forth
  9 Baghdad’s river
 10 Native American weapon
 11 Help, as a prankster
 12 All’s alternative
 13 Attain
 18 Chief Japanese island
 19 Close by, in poetry

 23 It’s often removed from shrimp
 24 Football-field units
 26 Tests the weight
 27 Knot-tying result
 28 ___ firma
 30 Parasitic creature
 32 ___ away from (was timid)
 33 Bit of color
 34 Vacuum-tube gas
 37 Beauty-shop device
 40 Happening at noon
 41 Singer/songwriter Amos
 42 Iron deficiency
 47 Chevrolet rival
 48 Swallow kin
 52 Run ___ of the law
 54 Type in
 55 Additional amount
 56 Russian skater Kulik
 57 See red
 59 Generic name for a dog
 60 Stir up
 61 Pay to join the hand
 62 Insufficient, as an excuse
 63 Cold-day feature
 64 Banned insecticide’s letters

“THIS ONE IS HARD” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution
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Kalidas Chavdekar, a teacher at the Aasha Marathi Vidyalay school, uses lessons copied onto a wall from 
textbooks to teach students unable to receive online classes in a village in Solapur, Maharashtra, India. AFP

Children have flocked to the lessons, which aim to reach 1,700 students between six and 16. AFP

Writing is on the wall 
as Indian schools offer 
outdoor education
O

Ut on a street in an 
Indian village, half 
a dozen children 
gather around their 

teacher who points a stick at 
the diagrams on a wall, one 
of many murals in the neigh-
bourhood being used to help 
poor students keep up with 
their education during the 
coronavirus pandemic.

With schools shut since 
march in a virus lockdown, 
teachers in Nilamnagar, west-
ern India, became concerned 
that some youngsters would 
fall behind because their 
families cannot afford an in-
ternet subscription for online 
classes.

so they came up with a 
workaround – children like 
playing on the streets, so they 
would take their lessons out-
side.

“since most of the families 
lack resources to educate 
their kids digitally, we had 
to come up with an innova-
tive method to keep children 
invested in education,” ram 
Gaikwad, a teacher at Asha 
marathi Vidyalaya school, 
told AFp ahead of teachers’ 
Day in India on saturday. 

the outdoor classrooms for 
a total of 1,700 students aged 
between six and 16 have been 
a hit.

every day, small groups 
gather at the painted walls in 
alternate lanes in the village 
of more than 30,000 people, 
sitting or standing as they 
take notes.

their teachers walk through 
the village each weekday 
morning, stopping to explain 
the lesson or answer any 
questions.

the murals cover a vast 
range of subjects – from writ-
ing to trigonometry – in eng-
lish and the local marathi lan-
guage.

On one sun-faded wall, il-
lustrations of objects starting 
with the letter “s” – including 
a scooter, spade and swing – 
are painted in black below the 
words “look, listen and say”.

“When my mother sends 
me to buy milk, I walk through 
the village and look at the les-
sons on the walls,” 13-year-old 
Yashwant Anjalakar told AFp.

the son of two factory 
workers – who hopes to work 
for the elite Indian Adminis-
trative service one day – said 

the walls are the only option 
for students like him who lack 
access to the internet.

“I miss my school and my 
friends a lot. sitting at home 
is boring and these walls are 
a great way of revising and 
studying . . . I want to keep 
studying even during this 
pandemic.” 

so far, 250 walls in the vil-
lage have been painted by a 
local artist, and the school 
hopes to commission anoth-
er 200.

parents have chipped in to 
help with the project’s cost, 
which has reached 150,000 
rupees ($2,050) so far, said 
the school’s principal tasl-
eem pathan.

“the entire village is invest-
ed in keeping the children ed-
ucated during the pandemic,” 
pathan told AFp.

India has the world’s third 
highest tally of virus infec-
tions, with more than 3.7 mil-
lion confirmed cases, behind 
the Us and brazil.

Despite a strict lockdown, 
the pandemic has shown no 
signs of slowing down as it 
moves from cities into the 
country’s rural interior. AFP
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‘Authentic’ wins 146th Kentucky Derby
A

UtHeNtIC held off heavily 
favoured belmont stakes 
winner tiz the Law to cap-
ture the 146th Kentucky 

Derby on saturday, giving trainer 
bob baffert a record-equalling sixth 
victory in the run for the roses.

Johnny Velazquez piloted Authen-
tic to the victory at Churchill Downs, 
ensuring that a topsy-turvy triple 
Crown year will not produce a 14th 
winner of Us flat racing’s coveted 
treble when it concludes with the 
preakness stakes on October 3.

because of the coronavirus pan-
demic, Us racing’s most prestigious 
event was held not on the first satur-
day in may but on the first saturday 
of september.

Instead of more than 100,000 spec-
tators jammed into the grandstands 
and infield, no more than 1,000 es-
sential personnel, owners and train-
ers were on hand.

Despite the lack of fans, there was 
a heavy police presence outside the 
racetrack.

Louisville was the site of daylong 
protests demanding for justice for 
breonna taylor, a 26-year-old local 
paramedic killed in her own home 
after police mistakenly burst into 
the apartment in march.

there were tense standoffs with 
right-wing counter-demonstrators 
but no violence, despite heavily 
armed supporters on both sides.

protesters outside Churchill 
Downs chanted taylor’s name as the 
race prepared to get underway, the 
Courier-Journal newspaper report-
ed. Overhead, a plane flew over the 
track trailing a banner: “Arrest the 
cops who killed breonna taylor.”

On the track, front-runner Authen-
tic set the early pace as expected un-
der Velazquez, who claimed a third 
Kentucky Derby victory.

tiz the Law, who won the belated tri-

ple Crown opener at belmont on June 
20 and went off as the prohibitive 3-5 
favourite, settled into a comfortable 
fourth position under jockey manny 
Franco and challenged for the lead as 
they swept through the final turn.

but Authentic, who went off at 8-1, 
held on to win ahead of the barclay 
tagg-trained tiz the Law with 46-1 
longshot mr. big News third.

“I’m not taking the credit,” said puer-
to rico’s Velazquez, who rode Animal 
Kingdom in 2011 and Always Dream-
ing in 2017 to Kentucky Derby wins.

“Give it to the horse,” Velazquez 
said. “every time I asked him for 
more, he gave me more.”

baffert tied legendary trainer ben 
Jones for most Kentucky Derby wins for 
a trainer and said he wasn’t surprised to 
see Authentic hang on to the end.

“the training was lights out,” he 
said.

“Johnny V gave him the most in-
credible ride,” added baffert, who 
also won the Derby with silver Charm 
in 1997, real Quiet in 1998, War em-
blem in 2002, American pharoah in 

2015 and Justify in 2018.

‘Blessed and fortunate’
American pharoah and Justify 

went on to win the triple Crown.
“I feel very blessed and fortunate,” 

baffert said.
Just moments before the start, baf-

fert’s other entry, thousand Words, 
was scratched after he reared in the 
paddock and fell.

baffert said after the race that as-
sistant trainer Jimmy barnes had suf-
fered a broken arm in the incident.

“He’s in an ambulance,” an emo-
tional baffert said.

It was just another twist in the 2020 
season for the Hall of Fame trainer, 
who is contesting a suspension met-
ed out after two of his horses tested 
positive for the pain reliever lidocaine 
at Oaklawn park in Arkansas in may.

that included Arkansas Derby 
winner Charlatan – who was taken 
off the Kentucky Derby trail with an 
injury after highly touted baffert-
trained colt Nadal was retired with a 
fetlock fracture. afp

Nuggets thump Clippers and raptors down Celtics
tHe Denver Nuggets bounced 
back with a vengeance on sat-
urday, powering to a 110-101 
victory over the Los Angeles 
Clippers to even their NbA 
playoff series 1-1.

It was all-square between the 
toronto raptors and boston 

Celtics, too, after the raptors 
notched a second straight win, 
100-93, to knot their eastern 
Conference semi-final series 
2-2 in the NbA’s quarantine 
bubble in Orlando, Florida.

the Nuggets, routed 120-97 
in game one of the Western 

Conference series on thursday, 
turned the tables with a blister-
ing first half in which they led 
by as many as 23 points.

“Game one, we were tired. I 
hate to admit it, but we were 
tired,” said guard Jamal mur-
ray, who led Denver with 27 

points. “We came out sloppy, 
came out exhausted, fatigued. 
We didn’t make any shots, we 
didn’t get back on defence.

“tonight we just upped the 
energy and that’s all it took to 
win.”

Nikola Jokic added 26 points 
and 18 rebounds for Denver, 
who had rallied from a 3-1 defi-
cit to beat the Utah Jazz in seven 
games in the first round.

the two – who combined for 
27 points in game one – had a 
total of 26 between them by the 
end of the first quarter as the 
Nuggets took a 44-25 lead.

It was 72-56 at half-time, and 
the Nuggets were up by 12 
going into the final quarter.

the Clippers managed to cut 
the deficit to five early in the 
fourth and they got it to seven 
on marcus morris’s three-
pointer with two and a half 
minutes remaining. murray 
promptly answered with a 
three-pointer and the Nuggets 
were away again.

“I thought tonight we were a 
noticeably different team than 
we were in game one,” Nuggets 
coach michael malone said.

paul George scored 22 points 

for the Clippers and Ivica 
Zubac added 15.

two-time NbA Finals mVp 
Kawhi Leonard finished with 
13 points on four-of-17 shoot-
ing with 10 rebounds and eight 
assists.

“they were the aggressor 
tonight,” Leonard said. “A few 
easy ones didn’t fall early, and 
that was it from there.”

the NbA champion raptors, 
who won game three against 
the Celtics on thursday on OG 
Anunoby’s buzzer-beating 
three-pointer, clamped down 
defensively to win again, hold-
ing the Celtics to 20 per cent 
shooting from three-point 
range while draining 17 three-
pointers themselves.

pascal siakam shook off a 
slow start to score 23 points as 
the NbA champion toronto 
raptors levelled the series.

Kyle Lowry scored 22 points 
and grabbed 11 rebounds with 
seven assists for the raptors, who 
won their second straight game 
and will try to gain the upper 
hand in the best-of-seven east-
ern Conference series for the first 
time in game five on monday.

“Feels like we’re starting 

over,” siakam said, but added: 
“It’s a great team we’re playing 
against. It’s not going to be 
easy. We know that.”

Lowry echoed the theme, 
saying the raptors can’t afford 
to get complacent after two 
straight wins.

“We just continue to focus 
on every possession, every 
game,” he said. “We know how 
tough those guys are.” 

serge Ibaka connected on 
seven of nine shots from the floor 
to score 18 points off the bench 
for toronto and Fred VanVleet 
added 17 points, six rebounds 
and six assists for the raptors.

Jayson tatum scored 24 
points and pulled down 10 
rebounds for the Celtics. Kem-
ba Walker added 15 points

but boston connected on 
just seven of 35 three-point 
attempts. Jaylen brown strug-
gled mightily, making just two 
of 11 from beyond the arc and 
just four of 18 overall in a 
14-point performance.

“We weren’t very crisp all 
night,” Celtics coach brad ste-
vens said. “I think once we 
missed a few we started trying 
to hit home runs.” afp

Authentic held off heavily-favoured Tiz the Law to capture the 146th Kentuck Derby. Getty ImaGes/afp

The Denver Nuggets stormed back in game two to tie the Los Angeles Clippers 1-1 in a seven-game NBA 
Western Conference semi-final playoff series. The Nuggets won 110-101. Getty ImaGes/afp
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