
TAIWAN has unveiled the 
island’s new passport cover, 
which enlarges the letters 
spelling out “Taiwan” and 
shrinks the name “Republic 
of China” to barely visible 
print, thus setting the travel 
document apart from a Chi-
nese passport.

While Taiwan’s official 
name is the Republic of Chi-
na (ROC), the idea was to give 
more attention to the word 
“Taiwan”, according to the 
Foreign Ministry.

The words “Republic of 
China” have been worked into 
the design of the national 
emblem, and are wrapped 
around it in much smaller let-
tering, so much so that they 
escape notice at first glance.

President Tsai Ing-wen 
said: “The new passport is 
more recognisable and 
emphasises the Taiwanese 
elements. In fact, it clearly 
[conveys] that we are Tai-
wanese people when we 
have the passport.”

Passports issued starting 
from January next year will 
sport the new look. The 
design change follows the 
legislature’s approval of pro-
posals for a new passport 
cover as well as a change in 
name for the island’s flagship 
carrier, China Airlines.

“The new cover keeps all 
the same elements . . . but 
we’ve highlighted ‘Taiwan’ in 
English and moved it closer 

to the word ‘passport’, so as 
to make it clearer that this is 
a Taiwanese passport,” said 
foreign minister Joseph Wu at 
a press conference on 
Wednesday to unveil the new 
look.

In response to questions 
about the new passport 
design, China’s foreign min-
istry spokesman Hua Chuny-
ing on Wednesday said the 
ruling Democratic Progres-
sive Party (DPP) was “playing 
little tricks”.

“Taiwan is an inseparable 
part of China, this is a truth that 
will not change,” Hua said.

Taiwanese welcomed the 
change, especially those who 
have experienced airport 
delays because of the confu-
sion over “Republic of China” 
and “People’s Republic of 
China”, which is China’s offi-
cial name.

Wu Hsin-yen, 29, recalled 
her experience flying to Spain’s 
Malaga from Vienna on Irish 
budget airline Ryanair, which 
requires passengers to check-
in for flights in person.

Wu and her friends spent a 
lot of time arguing with the 
ground crew that Taiwanese 
citizens did not need visas for 
EU countries due to the Schen-
gen visa waiver programme.

“The ground crew saw our 
passports and insisted ‘Chinese 
citizens need visas’, to which 
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Mom Kunthear

T
HE General Department of 
Consumer Protection, Com-
petition and Fraud Repression 
at the Ministry of Commerce 

banned the Nutrilatt powdered milk 
formula on Thursday after it was found 
to lack the proper iron content.

The department ordered all ven-
dors to immediately stop the prod-
uct’s import and distribution from 

Thursday until further notice.
A Ministry of Commerce notice re-

leased on Thursday said: “Owners of 
supermarkets, pharmacies and stores 
throughout the country have to halt 
sales of Nutrilatt powdered milk with 
code numbers 487, 488, 536, 537, 538 
and 539. They have to return the prod-
uct to the General Department.”

The ministry also required General 
Department officials to inspect super-
markets, pharmacies and stores to con-

fiscate the product if it is still stocked.
The ministry called on parents and 

guardians to stop giving their children 
the milk. They were urged to file a 
complaint at the General Department 
with relevant documents attached if 
they suspect that their babies have 
been affected by this product. 

Hopefully, all parties will halt the 
use and sale of this product to pre-
vent deleterious health effects to 
children, the ministry said. 

Tests of Nutrilatt powdered milk 
formula administered by Eurofins 
Food Testing Singapore Pte Ltd in 
Singapore revealed that the formula 
had less than 0.25mg/100g, which is 
less than the minimum required by 
international codec standards.

According to the standards, the for-
mula should have at least 2.28mg/100g 
for products designed for babies aged 
up to six months and at least 4.72 
mg/100g for formula aimed at babies 

aged between six and 12 months.
The test results confirmed concerns 

about Nutrilatt’s iron levels which were 
raised at an August 26 meeting hosted 
by the General Department and at-
tended by Nutrilatt representatives, 
families of victims who used the prod-
uct and civil society organisations.

An initial test of the formula re-
vealed lower iron levels than assert-
ed by Nutrilatt’s representatives. 

Nutrilatt has refuted the claims.

Nutrilatt milk formula banned

Taiwan unveils new 
passport design, PROC 
says China inseparable 

Orm Bunthoeurn

CAMBODIA lost $5 billion in 
tourism revenue in 2020 
because of Covid-19, Ministry 
of Tourism secretary of state 
Tith Chantha said.

At a press conference on 
Thursday, Chantha said: “Our 
tourism sector earns about $6 
billion a year from domestic 
and international travel. But we 

have lost international tourists 
and we can lose national tour-
ists too. We studied the impact 
and we have lost $5 billion from 
our annual revenue.

He said a resurgence in domes-
tic tourism is helping and Cam-
bodia could regain between 
$500,000 and $1 million from 
now until the end of the year.

Chantha said there was still 
international tourism in Janu-

ary and February, but since 
March it has died from flight 
and travel restrictions as part 
of measures to prevent the 
spread of Covid-19.

“Currently, international 
tourists to Cambodia are only 
in the category of business 
tourism, which means only 
business people who come to 
do business in Cambodia. 
There are no ordinary interna-

tional tourists,” he said.
The impact hit hardest in 

March and April with almost 
90 per cent of guesthouses, 
restaurants and tourism serv-
ices temporarily suspended 
due to Covid-19. 

“Although international 
tourism is still not active, 
domestic tourism is doing well

Continued – page 2

Tourism revenue drops by $5B

in memory
people place food and bank notes into bowls during the pchum Ben festival at a pagoda in phnom penh on thursday. AFP



Long Kimmarita

THE Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sport has set De-
cember 21 to convene the 
Higher Secondary Diploma ex-
aminations for the 2019-2020 
school year. The ministry also 
submitted measures to ensure 
the smooth organisation of the 
examination and to prevent 
the spread of Covid-19.

The directive, signed by 
Minister Hang Chuon Naron 
on Wednesday, said that due 
to Covid-19, schools across 
the country were temporar-
ily closed and examination 
postponed.

Since the spread of the dis-
ease is under control and the 
ministry received permission 
from the government, it de-
cided to set December 21 as 
the date for the high school 

diploma examinations.
“On the afternoon of De-

cember 17th, a meeting will 
be held to introduce mem-
bers of the examination 
committee across the coun-
try, the National Block Su-
pervisor and the director of 
the ministry’s writing centre 
in Phnom Penh.

“On December 18, all these 
committees will bring the 
examination papers to local 
authorities in provinces and 
towns,” the directive said.

The list of candidates, the 
examination schedule, sub-
jects and regulations, room 
layouts, and other docu-
ments will be posted on De-
cember 20.

The ministry said the grad-
ing process will take place 
from December 24 to 30 at 
collection centres in Phnom 
Penh, and the verification of 
examinations and results may 

continue until mid-January.
Chuon Naron said educa-

tional institutions are to be 
divided between science ex-
amination centres and social 
science examination centres.

He said each examination 
room will hold 25 candidates. 
Each centre must have be-
tween 20 and 25 rooms, ex-
cept for some provinces with a 
small number of candidates.

“Two more reservation rooms 
will be set up in each centre. 
One room will be used for 
candidates with temperatures 
above 38 Celsius and another 
for first aid equipment.

“Officials must cooperate 
closely with the capital-pro-
vincial Health Departments 
and operational district 
health centres to take tem-
peratures and provide health 
certificates to candidates,” 

Chuon Naron said.
Oddar Meanchey provin-

cial Department of Education 
director Pech Ratana told 
The Post on Thursday that 
his province is ready to open 
schools on September 7.

The schools are focused on 
the education of Grade 9 and 
Grade 12 students. The prov-
ince has already prepared 
three examination centres 
with 20 rooms per centre for 
Grade 12 candidates, of which 
there are more than 1,400.

“At this stage, we have start-
ed to review some lessons 
from the second semester. 
From the beginning of De-
cember to December 21, we 
will strengthen the students’ 
attention,” Ratana said.

As the study time is shorter 
than usual, Ratana encour-
aged all students to put in 
more effort to study and take 
care of their health.
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Thai princess extends aid 
to Cambodian education
Niem Chheng

T
HAILAND’S Princess 
Maha Chakri Sirind-
horn has decided to 
renew her education-

al assistance to two technology 
institutes in Kampong Thom 
and Kampong Speu provinces 
for another five years.

The “Royal Project Agree-
ment Graciously Bestowed 
to the Kingdom of Cambodia 
in the Field of Education” 
was signed on Wednesday in 
Bangkok between Cambodi-
an ambassador to Thailand 
Ouk Sorphorn on behalf of 
the Minister of Education 

Youth and Sport and Don 
Pramudwinai, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Thailand.

The princess presided over 
the signing ceremony. The 
educational assistance will 
last from September  to Sep-
tember 2025, a press release 
on the signing said.

“The royal educational as-
sistance project to Cambodia 
is born from the generous ini-
tiative of the princess to con-
tribute to the development of 
quality educational systems 
for Cambodian youths.

“The enforcement of this 
royal assistance project has 
promoted the relationship 

between the Kingdom of 
Cambodia and the Kingdom 
of Thailand and established 
good cooperation in admin-
istrations, private sectors 
and between people.

“It has also built up human 
resources for the new gen-
eration by providing scholar-
ships to 2,124 students,” the 
press release said.

Pech Sieng, the director of 
the Kampong Chheuteal In-
stitute of Technology (KCIT) 
in Kampong Thom said the 
princess started her educa-
tional initiative in 2000. The 
institute was first used as 
a high school before it was 

converted in 2015.
He said the institute started 

accepting students in 2016. 
More than 100 students have 
graduated from there and 40 
technical teachers of agricul-
ture have completed training. 

The school has given 
youths from Kampong Thom 
and other provinces the skills 
needed to land jobs and suc-
ceed in life. 

The Royal Thai embassy said: 
“Youths are the key to the sus-
tainable future of Cambodia. 
The MoU gives opportunities 
to people through possible in-
ternships and scholarship for 
higher education.”

Cambodian ambassador to Thailand Ouk Sorphorn (left) and Thai Minister of Foreign Affairs Don Pramudwinai sign the deal. CAMBODIAN EMBASSY IN BANGKOK

High school exams 
set for December 21

Continued from page 1

and about 30 per cent of hotels, 
guesthouses and restaurants 
have reopened across the 
country and are preparing for 
the future,” he said. 

During the recent resched-
uled New Year holiday, there 
were about 1.5 million domes-
tic travellers from all over 
Cambodia, including around 
14,000 foreigners residing in 
the country.

Activities, including accom-
modation, eating and visiting, 
brought about $100 million in 
economic revenue to Cambo-
dia during the holidays.

When tourism will make a 
full comeback remains uncer-
tain, he said. If an effective 
vaccine is found, Cambodian 
tourism could improve by 
2022, he speculated.

“If a vaccine takes longer, then 
the return of international tour-
ists may be slower,” he said.

Tea Kileng, president of the 
Cambodia Chinese Tour Guide 
Association in Siem Reap prov-
ince, told The Post on Thursday 
that Covid-19 had completely 
affected the work of tour guides 
because most of them had no 
other alternative.

“Tour guides are forced to find 
temporary work, but most can-
not because there are more than 
5,000 guides of all languages in 
Siem Reap. So, finding jobs is 
difficult for them. Only a small 
number can find a job to deal 
with daily life in these difficult 
times,” Kileng said.

The Ministry of Tourism has 
developed a special tourism 
policy to address the problem. 
If Covid-19 continues for a long 
time, Cambodia will use the so-
called “walking in the middle” 
method, which means accept-
ing international tourists while 
ensuring that they come under 
control to minimise Covid-19 
transmission risks.

Covid vaccine a ticket 
to tourism comeback

From the beginning of 
December to December 21, 

we will strengthen the 
students’ attention
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Soth Koemsoeun 

tUOL KOrK district military 
police on thursday sent a 
military official to the phnom 
penh municipal police sta-
tion for questioning after he 
fired his gun four times at the 
singatur shop in boeung Kak 
I commune.

District military police 
spokesman Long Vichetra 
confirmed on thursday that 
the man fired four shots on 
Wednesday morning. military 
police personnel arrested him 
later that day in Chbar Ampov 
district’s prek Aeng commune.

“We sent him to the phnom 
penh municipal police sta-
tion for legal procedures on 
thursday. this shooting did 
not injure anyone,” he said.

phnom penh military po-
lice commander roth sre-
ang declined to comment 
on the case, referring ques-
tions to National military po-
lice spokesman eng Hy who 
could not be reached. min-
istry spokesperson Chhum 
socheat also could not be 
reached for comment.

Fresh News identified the 
man only as Vannak, a mili-
tary official at the ministry of 
National Defence.  It reported 
that a Glock pistol and Van-
nak’s car were seized.

Lim sokly, an employee at 
the singatur shop said on 
thursday that the shooting 
took residents by surprise.

He said before the incident, 

Vannak drank several beers at 
his shop, something he does 
regularly. Vannak then took a 
pistol from his waist, squeezed 
the trigger, loaded bullets into 
it and put it on the table.

Having seen this, sokly said 
a shop supervisor walked up 
to him and asked him to put 
his pistol away, saying guests 
were frightened.

“Later, Vannak asked a shop 
employee for the bill and left. 
moments later, he came back 
on a motorcycle, pulled his pis-
tol out, fired four shots at the 
shop’s logo and he escaped. the 
shooting did not injure anyone.

“I don’t know if he has prob-
lems with anyone but he had 
no dispute with the shop 
staff. I think he may be angry 
with someone outside, was 
drunk and then opened fire,” 
sokly said.

‘Drunk’ military official 
held for illegal shootingminimum wage talks set to roll

Mom Kunthear

t
He ministry of Labour 
and Vocational train-
ing will hold meetings 
next week on whether 

the minimum wage for textile, 
garment, footwear and travel 
equipment workers will go up 
in 2021.

minister Ith sam Heng 
said the National Council on 
minimum Wage (NCmW) will 
consider all issues related to 
the minimum wage law, in-
cluding Covid-19, labour is-
sues, social and health issues 
and workers’ incomes.

“I am optimistic that each 
party understands the global 
difficulties and the Covid-19 
impact on the economy. We 
are willing to discuss with a 
sense of shared responsibility 
in addressing the minimum 
wage for 2021.

“We have decided to sched-
ule the next meeting of the 
NCmW on september 9 and 
will finalise the results on wag-
es for workers in the textile, 
garment, footwear and travel 
equipment sector on septem-
ber 10, before the pchum ben 
festival,” sam Heng said.

National trade Union presi-
dent Fa saly told The Post on 
thursday he expects workers 
will receive a wage increase.

“the union will meet again 
on monday to set a figure. I 
think the new minimum wage 
for workers in 2021 is likely to 
be no less than $195, as last year 
the minimum wage was only 

increased by $8,” saly said.
Collective Union of move-

ment of Workers president pav 
sina was also optimistic about 
wage negotiations for workers.

“the situation this year is 
different from previous ones 
due to the Covid-19 crisis and 
the removal of 20 per cent 
of the everything but Arms 
scheme. both sides seem to 
understand the difficult situa-
tion workers face,” sina said.

Cambodian Labour Con-
federation (CLC) president 
Ath thorn said the reason to 
increase wages for workers is 
for families who lost income 
and work.

“they need to live with a 
heavier burden than before. 
Workers previously earned 
from $230 to $240 per month. 
but many factories are sus-
pending workers as inflation 
rises to 3.1 per cent and food 
prices increase.

“We have high hopes there 
will be negotiable figures, but 
in this situation, company rep-
resentatives have expressed 
the position that the Covid-19 
problem will continue for a 
long time and they are waiting 
to hear whether the govern-
ment can keep investors.

“the employer side has not 
yet mentioned any figures,” 

thorn said. the union rep-
resentatives have set a wage 
increase figure for workers in 
2021 at $11.59.

Garment manufacturers 
Association in Cambodia 
(GmAC) said it is studying data 
before releasing a number.

GmAC secretary-general Ken 
Loo declined to comment on 
thursday saying he will “wait for 
negotiations to be concluded”.

the government has set a 
policy to increase the wages of 
workers in the textile, garment, 
footwear and travel accesso-
ries sectors every year and the 
minimum wage in Cambodia 
in 2020 is $190 per month.

Minister Ith Sam Heng (centre) said the National Council on Minimum Wage (NCMW) will consider all issues 
related to the minimum wage law. LABOUR MINISTRY

The military officer fired four 
shots at the shop in Phnom Penh’s 
Boeung Kak I commune. fReSh NewS

Vietnam reopens flight 
paths to cities in Asia
Khorn Savi

VIetNAmese media reported 
on thursday that it would reo-
pen civil aviation flights from 
Ho Chi minh to Hanoi and six 
other cities outside the coun-
try, including phnom penh.

Vietnam Civil Aviation Admin-
istration director Dinh Viet 
thang said the ministry of trans-
port and other relevant agencies 
would forward the plan to the 
National Committee for Covid-
19 control and prevention.

It will request flight connec-
tions to China’s Guangzhou, 
south Korea’s seoul, Japan’s 
tokyo, taiwan, and Lao’s Vien-
tiane apart from phnom penh. 

Flights will restart on septem-
ber 15. All passengers have to be 
kept in quarantine after they 
arrive in Vietnam. Only one 
flight per week is scheduled for 
phnom penh and Vientiane.

the media said passengers 
wanting to fly to Vietnam must 
have been in one of the six cities 
for at least 30 days before board-
ing a plane bound for Vietnam. 
passengers who transfer 
through the six cities from other 
destinations will not be allowed 
to enter the country.

state secretariat of Civil Avia-
tion (ssCA) spokesman sin 
Chansereyvutha said Cambodia 
has yet to be officially informed 
of the renewed flights.

He said the news won’t affect 
Cambodian airlines much 
because planes have already 
been flying back and forth 
between the two countries.

Cambodia has stopped 
inbound flights from three 
countries – the philippines, 
Indonesia and malaysia because 
Covid-19-positive passengers 
had arrived from there.

since shutting down flights 
from the three countries, Cam-
bodia has recorded only one 
imported case of Covid-19 
since August 15.

the Kingdom has recorded 
274 Covid-19 patients in total. 
Of the number, 271 have been 
discharged from hospitals.

A Vietnam Airlines aircraft is seen at the Phnom Penh International Airport last year. heNG ChIVOAN



Kim Sarom

ANTI-HUMAN Trafficking 
and Juvenile Protection po-
lice officers in Phnom Penh 
arrested a woman on Wednes-
day on charges she was forc-
ing seven children to beg.

Municipal Anti-Human 
Trafficking and Juvenile 
Protection chief Keo Thea 
on Thursday identified the 
woman as a 58-year-old 
Cambodian national.  But she 
didn’t have a proper job or 
residence.  Police sent her to 
court on Thursday. 

“She forced children to beg 
for money for her. My office 
has sent the seven children 
to the Municipal Department 
of Social Affairs, Veterans and 

Youth Rehabilitation,” he said.
Thea said according to the 

suspect, she led the chil-
dren every morning to beg 
for money at a garden near 
Sokha Hotel. They begged un-
til the evening when she took 
them to sleep under canvases 
of houses in Chroy Changvar 
commune.

Each child had takings of 
between 20,000 and 30,000 
riel from guests each day. But 
the woman took almost all the 
money and each child was given 
only 1,000 to 2,000 riel to spend.

Thea said the arrest was 
made with the cooperation 
of the social affairs depart-
ment in Phnom Penh, Agape 
International Missions (AIM), 
Punlork Thmey and local au-

thorities in the Phnom Penh 
capital’s commune. 

Municipal Social Affairs De-
partment director Mom Chan-
dany said on Thursday that all 
seven children between the 
ages of two and six are illiterate.

One boy said they live near 
Chrang Chamreh commune, 
but Chandany said she has yet 
to take the boy’s words seriously 
for fear that the children don’t 
know their residences well.

She said her staff are asking 
for their histories and checking 
their health. They are search-
ing for parents or relatives, but 
they have yet to find any.

In the event they don’t have 
parents, the social affairs de-
partment has a centre for 
them to stay at.

Soth Koemsoeun

A RATANAKKIRI Forestry 
Administration official was 
transferred after his subordi-
nates accused him of the ir-
regular distribution of what 
was supposed to be more than 
300 million riel in employee 
incentives to subordinates.

Keo Omalis, the government 
delegate in charge of the For-
estry Administration under the 
Ministry of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries wrote in a 
letter obtained by The Post. 

It said Ratanakkiri provin-
cial Forestry Administration 
chief Keb Kot has been re-
moved from his position.

He will now work at the For-
est Resource Social, Economic 
and Environmental Impact As-
sessment Center at the Institute 
of Forest and Wildlife Research 
and Development (IRD).

Neither Omalis nor Kot 
would comment on Thursday.

Ratanakkiri provincial De-
partment of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries director 
Soy Sona said Kot voluntarily 
changed his position to work 
at the IRD.

Sona said Kot had problems 
with the distribution of in-
centives to some officials. The 
incentives are for officials in-
volved in forest crimes. Some 
officials not involved in forest 
crime operations were jeal-
ous or dissatisfied with the 
money distribution. Those 
officials complained.

According to an August 26 
letter from five officers of the 
Ratanakkiri provincial For-
estry Administration and re-
ceived by The Post on Thurs-
day, the official incentive from 
the national level to Kot for 
distribution to subordinates 
was divided by him without 
transparency and showed fa-
vouritism to subordinates.

“The Forestry Administration 
received more than 300 mil-
lion riel to encourage officials 
under Kot. Some officials got 
more, some got less and some 
did not receive money at all.

“The estimate of the mon-
ey allocated to 24 officials is 
less than 100 million riel. So, 
where is the remaining 200 
million riel or did Kot keep 
it?” the same letter asks.

The letter also expressed 
dissatisfaction with his lead-
ership.

 National
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Forestry chief moved 
over incentive money

Keb Kot has been removed from 
his position over complaints of 
mishandling funds. facebook

Garment workers are one segment that has been disproportionately impacted by the fallout from the disease. hean rangsey

The seven children were forced to beg all day at a garden near the Sokha Hotel. police 

Woman arrested for forcing 
children to beg for money

CSOs report Covid-19 impacts 
Long Kimmarita

F
IVE civil society or-
ganisations present-
ed a report on Thurs-
day highlighting the 

negative impacts that Covid-
19 has had on farmers, sex 
workers, garment workers 
and students.

The report was presented 
by the Women’s Network for 
Unity (WNU), the Worker’s In-
formation Centre (WIC), the 

Social Action for Community 
and Development (SACD), 
The Messenger Band (MB), 
and the Cambodian Grass-
roots Cross Sector Network/
People Action for Develop-
ment (PAD). 

MB representative Chrek 
Sopha told The Post that the 
report aimed to advocate 
for immediate support for 
the four groups of heavily 
affected people and spur a 
dialogue between relevant 

parties to take action.
The report found that these 

groups of citizens have en-
countered daily life problems 
including lack of income, 
debts, and health issues.

The report requested that 
the government and relevant 
institutions implement mea-
sures to help them.

Government spokesman 
Phay Siphan said he has yet to 
receive the detailed report but 
if it is truthful and based on 

real data, it can be a reference 
point for the government as it 
tries to remedy the situation.

“We will not only look at 
the report, but we will also 
identify poor and vulnerable 
people in each area.

“We have also helped ease 
their burdens considering 
the Covid-19 circumstances. 
Regarding problems of debt-
ors now, they have to discuss 
ways to solve the problem 
with creditors,” he said.



Court charges 
nine with drug 
trafficking 
after KTV raid  

THE Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court decided to hold six 
people in prison and send 

three others to a drug rehabilitation 
centre following a police raid at a 
Phnom Penh KTV on August 26 that 
resulted in the arrest of 101 people.

Deputy prosecutor Muth Dara 
charged the six with trafficking, dis-
tribution and conspiring to traffic.

The three who were sent to the 
drug rehabilitation centre after 
the raid at KTV GO 18 in Tuol Kork 
district’s Phsar Depot I commune 
were charged with storing, traf-
ficking and using drugs.

“After the nine were questioned, 
Dara sent them to Judge Im Vannak 
who decided on Wednesday to send 
six to prison,” court spokesman 
Kuch Kimlong said on Thursday.

Phnom Penh police spokes-
person San Sok Seyha said the 
nine included four Chinese, four 
Cambodians and a Vietnamese.

He said police seized evidence, 
including 19 bottles of suspected 
drugs, 14 bottles of pink medi-
cine, a bottle of rel deil, 27 small 
packets of crystal methamphet-
amine powder, and 23 small 
packets of green pills.

Also seized were 63 bottles of 
mixed medicine with Chinese 
characters, 13 small packets of 
Sidomuucul binary stawlna, and five 
red pills. It’s not clear exactly what 
types of drugs some of these are.  

“We sent all of it to the court, but I 
don’t know how the court will decide 
the case,” he said. Soth KoemSoeun
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Fear for collapse of central pp building
Orm Bunthoeurn

r
esIDeNts living in the old 
Angkor Chey building on the 
corner of monivong boulevard 
and Kampuchea Krom boule-

vard in prampi makara district have 
expressed concerns after parts of the 
building crumbled, sending debris fall-
ing onto the road during a recent rain-
storm.

Officials at the phnom penh munici-
pal Hall said the municipal administra-
tion has no plans to solve it and instead 
encouraged the roughly 65 families liv-
ing there to find a solution themselves.

No one was injured by the debris that 
fell from the 70-year-old building.

A representative of the building resi-
dents, Khum raksmey, told The Post 
they were very concerned for their safety 
and afraid the building might collapse.

“We are more worried than the lead-
ers think, but because our homes are 
still there, we do not know where else 
to go. the rain made some bricks of the 
wall and ceiling fall off,” raksmey said.

He said the building has more than 
100 rooms and 65 families, most of 
whom have been living there since 
1990, and some since 1980. but the 
building is very dirty, smelly, has shared 
bathrooms and is difficult to live in.

“most of them want to move out 
of there, but only under appropri-
ate conditions and for a fair price. 
We want money so we can buy a new 
house after we move out. We don’t 
want too much,” raksmey said.

He said the people themselves can-
not find a good solution and they are 
relying on the authorities to find one.

Another resident, Huos sokunthea, 
has lived there for nearly 30 years, and 
said his family is very concerned for 

their safety, especially when it rains.
“I need a solution as soon as pos-

sible ... somewhere for us to live, work 
and do business,” sokunthea said.

Another 65-year-old man, Chey 
Chea, who said he had lived in the 
building since 1990 told The Post that if 
there was any compromise, he would 
like to have a reasonable amount of 
money to buy land to build a house.

“If there was an arrangement to go 
somewhere else, I would not agree, 
I’m asking for a reasonable amount of 

money. Once we have money, we can 
move out of the city or stay close to it. 
that would be easier than arranging a 
place to move in,” Chea said.

phnom penh municipal Hall spokes-
man met meas pheakdey told The Post 
on Wednesday that the municipal ad-
ministration has no plans to facilitate 
anything for the residents.

“the main thing now is that there 
are two points. the first is to provide 
information about the condition 
of the dilapidated building. people 

should not stay there any longer. 
second, we prioritise those who give 
ideas or choose a solution that they 
can agree on together. then we can 
solve the matter,” he said. 

Late last month, phnom penh mu-
nicipal governor Khuong sreng invited 
nearly 100 people living in the building 
to a meeting to find a suitable solution.

“the phnom penh administration 
does not want to keep people living in 
this location where they face high risk 
every day,” sreng said.

Authorities urged to address 
impact on railway residents
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

mOre than 30 community 
members living along a rail-
way in boeung Kak II com-
mune in phnom penh’s tuol 
Kork district gathered on 
thursday to submit a joint let-
ter requesting municipal gov-
ernor Khuong sreng to address 
the impact on their homes 
from a road and a reservoir 
project in tuol Kork 2.

residents’ representative 
meas  sreypheap told The Post 
that tuol Kork district author-
ities issued a notice on August 
12 informing them to take 
down their houses immedi-
ately to make way for con-
struction of a  new road on the 
site of the old railway tracks.

A reservoir is also being built 
to handle floods in the district 
during the rainy season.

“In the notice, tuol Kork dis-
trict authorities gave us one 
month to take down our hous-
es on a voluntary basis. Other-
wise, the authorities will take 
administrative action by using 
police and machinery to 
remove our houses.

“the authorities issued the 
notice and warned us. but they 
have yet to address the impacts 
on us as their deadline is 
approaching,” she said. 

Iev mach, 60, told The Post 
on thursday her house meas-
ures 4m X 17m and is affected 
by the two projects.

she said the new road is 20m-
wide and will cover the land she 

has lived on since 1985.
tuol Kork district governor 

ek Khun Doeun, she said, gave 
residents two choices in June. 
He offered 5m-by-12m land 
plots in Kork Kasach village in 
Kambol district, phnom penh, 
or the same amount of land in 
Kouk roka commune’s Kouk 
roka village in phnom penh’s 
Dangkor district.

He also offered two million 
riel on top of the land in 
exchange for the voluntary 
dismantling of homes in the 
area.

the residents said they didn’t 
agree because the locations 
are far from the capital and the 

workplaces of their children.
“We requested land to the 

west of tuol santevoan pagoda 
or, as residents call it, Wat tuol. 
Or land in tuol Kork district. 
but tuol Kork district authori-
ties have not responded to the 
request,” she said.

A phnom penh municipal 
Hall official told the residents 
on thursday to make a com-
plaint and petition the munici-
pal hall again because an initial 
joint letter didn’t contain num-
bers of families affected or a 
clear solution, sreypheap said.

she said they are now taking 
a headcount of affected fami-
lies for the new petition.

Residents affected by the road construction project gather near the 
Phnom Penh Municipal Hall seeking a solution. Khouth SophaK ChaKrya

The building has more than 100 rooms and 65 families, most of whom have been living there since 1990, and some since 1980. hong menea
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,300 17,380 17,380 17,300

2 GTI 3,440 3,440 3,440 3,440

3 PAS 14,700 14,700 14,700 14,700

4 PEPC 3,280 3,200 3,280 3,190

5 PPAP 11,580 11,680 11,680 11,540

6 PPSP 2,270 2,300 2,300 2,270

7 PWSA 5,940 6,080 6,080 5,940

Date: September 3, 2020

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,104 1.3082 6.8347 106.28 4.1415 1.3636 31.36 0.7311 1.1826 1.3306

sK firm to export more goods
Hin Pisei

t
He Cambodia Food manufacture 
Association (CFmA) on Wednes-
day had a preliminary meeting 
with representatives of mango 

exporter Hyundai Agro (Cambodia) Co 
Ltd to explore opportunities to export ag-
ricultural products to south Korea.

meeting at the Korea trade-Invest-
ment promotion Agency (Kotra) office in 
phnom penh, CFmA expressed its deter-
mination to work closely with Hyundai 
Agro to open the south Korean market to 
Cambodian products, CFmA said.

some of the products brought to the ta-
ble were fish sauce, soy sauce, pepper, cof-
fee, edible bird’s nest and cashews, it said.

edible bird’s nest is a nutritious delica-
cy made from the dried saliva of south-
east Asia’s white-nest swiftlet (Aerodra-
mus fuciphagus).

Hyundai Agro assistant manager Ngeth 
Vuth thoeun told The Post on thursday 
that the company is very keen on export-
ing Cambodian goods to south Korea, a 
market with a high demand for agricul-
tural products.

but he warned the sector not to get 
their hopes up just yet. “this was just the 
first meeting. Hyundai Agro will look at a 
number of samples and check for quality 
standards before consulting with Korean 
buyers,” he said.

He vowed that his company would 
continue to work with suppliers in Cam-
bodia even as orders from Korean com-
panies begin to pile up.

“Conceivably, many Cambodian prod-
ucts will be shipped to south Korea in 
the near future. It all just takes time to 
make sure that quality and phytosanitary 

standards are met,” Vuth thoeun said.
He asked investors and farmers to pay 

close heed to the quality of their prod-
ucts to guarantee that the needs of po-
tential importers are met, now more 
than ever as the company active works 
to find Korean buyers for the Kingdom’s 
agricultural products.

“I urge farmers as well as producers 
to prepare their products in accordance 
with export standards, because Korea is 
a country with very high hygiene stan-
dards,” Vuth thoeun said.

Cambodia and south Korea are working 
hard to push forward with a bilateral free 
trade agreement, with second-round ne-
gotiations coming to a close on thursday.

Cambodian ambassador to south Korea 
Long Dimanche told The Post that he is cur-
rently working closely with the Korea Im-

porters Association (Koima) to help boost 
Cambodian exports to Asia’s fourth largest 
economy.

though the Kingdom’s mangoes, lemon-
grass and kaffir lime leaves have made their 
way into south Korea, he noted that though 
the market may be large, it is very restrictive.

“the products that the CFmA brought 
to the discussion table are all in high de-
mand on the Korean market, so I believe 
we could see shipments soon. but Cam-
bodia also needs to consider quality, hy-
giene and packaging,” Dimanche said.

trade volume between Cambodia and 
south Korea has increased steadily in re-
cent years. bilateral trade between the two 
countries exceeded $1 billion last year, an 
increase of more than 36 per cent compared 
to $756 million in 2018, data from the Cam-
bodian embassy in south Korea show.

tHe Us trade representative’s 
office (Ustr) said on Wednes-
day that it has extended tariff 
exclusions on a wide range 
of Chinese goods, including 
smart watches, medical masks 
and some medical equipment, 
till the end of this year.

the original one-year ex-
clusions of such Chinese im-
ports from the section 301 
tariffs imposed by the Us gov-
ernment were set to expire on 
tuesday. the Ustr has ex-
tended the exclusion by four 
months this time.

the products on the list in-
clude a number of bluetooth 
and wearable data-transmit-
ting devices, such as those 
imported from China by Ap-
ple, Fitbit, sonos and other 
technology companies.

Other exclusions were for 
some face masks, respirators, 
stethoscope covers, cotton 
gauze sponges, blood pres-
sure cuff sleeves and other 
medical devices.

products such as upright pia-
nos, liquid crystal display mod-
ules and stainless steel watch 
cases were also exempted from 
tariffs until the end of this year.

the announcement came af-
ter Chinese Vice-premier Liu He 
had a phone call with Us trade 
representative robert Lighthiz-
er and Us secretary of the trea-
sury steven mnuchin last week. 
the two sides had constructive 
talks on cementing macroeco-
nomic cooperation and agreed 
to push forward the implemen-
tation of the phase-one agree-
ment signed in January.

the Covid-19 pandemic 
continues to plague the Us, 
which is in urgent need of 
face masks, respirators and 
protective gowns. Hence it is 
understandable that the Us 
has extended the tariff ex-
emptions for certain medi-
cal supplies imported from 

China, said mei Xinyu, a re-
searcher at the Chinese Acad-
emy of International trade 
and economic Cooperation.

Gao Lingyun, a research fel-
low at the Institute of World 
economics and politics of the 
beijing-based Chinese Acad-
emy of social sciences, said it 
will be constructive if China 
and the Us implemented the 
phase-one trade deal smoothly. 
It will boost bilateral trade, instil 
more confidence in companies 
from both sides and spur global 
economic recovery.

the two countries should 
take more measures to cut 
tariffs and remove trade bar-
riers, said Gao.

Liu Yonghao, chairman 
of New Hope Group, one of 
China’s largest agribusinesses 
in terms of sales revenue, said 
the differences between Chi-
na and the Us to some extent 
have affected trade, especial-
ly trade in agricultural prod-
ucts, as the Chinese company 
imported huge quantities of 
corn, sorghum and soybean 
from the Us every year.

“We hope related parties 
will maintain the globalisa-
tion pattern and resolve the 
various disputes under the 
World trade Organisation 
framework,” said Liu.

Companies from both 
countries can make more fa-
vourable production plans 
and arrangements and their 
domestic consumption will 
also be boosted by healthy 
business ties, he said.

to avoid risks, Liu said Chi-
nese firms must be prepared 
to resolve issues such as ade-
quately combining economic 
interests and globalisation, 
adding more destinations 
for raw material imports and 
increasing investment in in-
novation. CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

LAOs could face a trade loss of 
$102 million under the special 
tariff scheme if the country grad-
uates from the UN’s Least De-
veloped Country (LDC) status in 
2024, a recent study found.

A research paper conducted 
in the context of the Interna-
tional trade Centre project and 
funded by the eU highlighted 
the projections of trade and 
tariffs as well as the predict-
able impacts on exports.

Over the decades, Laos has 
significantly benefited from the 
Generalised system of prefer-
ences (Gsp), which allows Lao 
exporters to pay less or no duty 
on their exports to other coun-
tries.

Upon graduation from LDC 
status, Laos will no longer be 
eligible to export under the 
unilateral preferential tar-
iff schemes that 24 markets 

around the globe have in place 
for countries in this category.

Laos has exported goods 
worth almost $4.3 billion on 
average over the period 2014-
2018. the study projected that 
the tiny country may expand 
its exports to $8.6 billion by 
2024 in a hypothetical situa-
tion where it continues to ben-
efit from LDC preferences.

the study said: “moving to 
the next best alternative regime 
would result in a total trade loss 
amounting to $102 million, 
which could be compensated 
thanks to targeted trade pro-
motion aiming to unlock Laos’ 
unrealised export potential of 
$3.2 billion.”

One of the main challenges 
for Laos is that the country 
suffers from a trade deficit 
since it imports more than it 
exports. tariff increases in im-

portant markets may lead to 
trade losses that could in turn 
call for the conclusion of addi-
tional Free trade Agreements.

the garment sector would 
be heavily affected by the re-
moval of the Gsp as Laos ex-
ports large volumes of cloth-
ing to european markets.

some of Laos’ largest trade 
partners are the eU, the UK, Ja-
pan and Canada, with Lao busi-
nesses benefitting from export-
ing to these markets under the 
special trade privilege scheme.

the eU, the UK and Cana-
da are also the only markets 
where the expected trade 
loss accounts for more than 
a tenth of Laos’ projected ex-
ports to these markets.

the paper suggests three 
ways in which Lao exporters 
could mitigate the trade losses 
– first, attaining the eU Gen-

eralised system of preferences 
plus (Gsp+) rather than the 
standard Gsp could reduce 
the trade loss by 70 per cent.

secondly, targeted trade 
promotion to remove mar-
ket frictions will assist sectors 
that currently do not exhaust 
their export potential in cer-
tain markets – this is the case 
for rice exports to the eU and 
food exports to Japan.

Laos may invest in trade pro-
motion and advisory to help 
companies overcome the fric-
tions that currently prevent 
them from unleashing market 
opportunities.

third, export diversification 
could help focus resources on 
alternative products and mar-
kets that offer room to increase 
exports and thereby compen-
sate for graduation-induced 
losses. VIENTIANE TIMES/ANN

Us extends tariff relief 
on some China goods

Laos to lose favourable trading status

The Kingdom’s mangoes, lemongrass and kaffir lime leaves have made their way into South 
Korea. HENG CHIVOAN

The USTR has extended tariff exclusions on a wide range of Chinese 
goods, including medical masks, till the end of this year. CHINA DAILY
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Successful People Read The Post.Intelligent - In-depth - Independent

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
The Phnom Penh Post, the oldest independent media company in Cambodia, 
is seeking full-time candidates for the following positions:

Sub-editors : 4 Positions1-	
Sales and Marketing Executives: 4 positions2-	

1. Sub-EditorS
Main duties and responsibilities

Report to chief sub-editor/team leader• 
Lay out wire/National pages and manage layouts using InDesign/• 
InCopy
Communicate closely with reporters• 

Qualifications/experience required
Bachelor’s degree in journalism or other related fields (preferred but • 
not a must)
Excellent command of English is a must; proficiency in Khmer an asset• 
News/business reporting experience • 
At least one to two years’ experience as sub-editor• 
Familiar with names of state institutions• 
Familiar with specific language used in court, business and politics• 
Sound understanding of local politics and business atmosphere• 
Cambodians preferred but foreign nationals are encouraged to apply• 

2. SalES and MarkEting ExEcutivES
Main duties and responsibilities

Maintain good relationships with clients to inform and update them on • 
latest products and services
Service clients• 
Create branding activities for The Post• 
Represent The Phnom Penh Post when proposing and soliciting • 
advertisements and marketing campaigns

Find prospective clients and propose advertising campaigns • 
Build and maintain relationships with clients before and after sales• 
Understand customers’ needs/feedback/complaints and update market • 
intelligence 
Assist clients in designing their advertisements and advise them on • 
effective media planning  
Meet monthly and quarterly sales targets• 
Perform other tasks as required by the commercial manager• 

Qualifications/experience required
Enjoy meeting people and be self-motivated, energetic and committed, • 
with excellent inter-personal, presentation and communication skills 
Work as a team with a positive, resourceful and sales-driven attitude • 
University qualification in business, marketing or 3 years sales and • 
marketing experience
Sales experience and a good understanding of media or media agencies • 
will be an advantage
Good English, both spoken and written• 
Able to work under pressure and meet tight deadlines  • 

Interested candidates are required to submit a photo-attached CV and cover letter 
with expected salary to the Human Resource and Administration Department at 
the following address no later than September 30, 2020.

Address: The Elements Condominium (Residence 9)  Level 7, Hun Sen Boulevard, 
Chak Angre Krom commune, Meanchey district, Phnom Penh.
Tel: +855 (0) 23 888 161 -162, PO. Box: 146
Email: jobs@phnompenhpost.com
www.phnompenhpost.com  / www.postkhmer.com

Post Media Co, Ltd is an equal opportunities employer.  
Only short-listed candidates will be contacted for  an interview. Applications will 
not be returned.

Thou Vireak

JApANese investors have 
requested the Cambodian 
government to speed up the 
opening of the stung bot-
ban Nong Ian border crossing 
with thailand to better boost 
cross-border shipments.

the proposal was made at 
the 20th Cambodia-Japan 
Joint Committee meeting on 
thursday in phnom penh.

Yusen Logistics (Cambodia) 
Co Ltd director and board 
chairman Haruhiko Ikegaya 
told the meeting that con-
gestion at the poipet bor-
der crossings today requires 
spending a lot of additional 
time on customs procedures, 
which greatly impedes cross-
border shipment activity.

He said: “We make two re-
quests to the government – 
open a customs branch at the 
stung bot border checkpoint 
and provide customs services 
at the border 24 hours a day.”

At the same time, Japanese 
investors also asked Cambo-
dia to improve infrastructure 
along the border with Viet-
nam to facilitate the trans-
portation of goods.

minister of public Works and 
transport sun Chanthol told 
the meeting that the minis-
try is expanding construction 
and improving the quality of 
transport infrastructure, roads, 
railways and waterways to ad-
dress the challenges faced at its 

borders with Vietnam and thai-
land, and to better compete 
with regional countries.

He said: “the ministry is 
working with thailand to 
temporarily allow trucks to 
cross the border at the stung 
bot-ban Nong Ian check-
point. this is to reduce con-
gestion at the poipet interna-
tional border checkpoint.

“We are also in talks with 
the Vietnamese government 
to resolve congestion issues 
at the bavet-moc bai border 
crossing.”

Cambodia exported $791.66 
million worth of goods to Ja-
pan in the first half of this year, 
down 0.21 per cent year-on-
year from $793.38 million, data 
from the Japan external trade 
Organisation (Jetro) show.

the Kingdom imported 
$218.61 million worth of 
goods from Japan, down 39 
per cent from $256 million in 
the same period last year.

between 1995 and septem-
ber, there were 141 Japanese 
investment projects with $2.5 
billion in capital investment, 
data from the Council for the 
Development of Cambodia 
(CDC) shows.

Of these, 66 were in special 
economic zones with an esti-
mated capital investment of 
$340 million.

Cambodia exported $1.7 
billion worth of goods to Ja-
pan last year, up 7.7 per cent 
from 2018, Jetro data show.

Japan investors push 
for relief at int’l bordersDairy farm to stock more stores

Thou Vireak

K
Hmer Fresh milk Co Ltd is 
all set to begin distributing its 
dairy products to major super-
markets in phnom penh next 

week, co-founding partner Chy sila told 
The Post on thursday.

Operating the commercial dairy Kirisu 
Farm and processing plant, the company 
has a long-term vision to bring pure natu-
ral milk produced by modern agricultural 
techniques and food preparation and pro-
cessing under world-class hygienic stan-
dards to the Kingdom’s market, he said.

He said the company currently stocks 
bayon mall’s shelves with its fresh milk, yo-
ghurt and butter and plans to move on to 
branches of Lucky supermarket, Aeon mall 
and makro Cambodia next week.

“Our products are delicious and are 
at reasonable prices, slightly lower than 
market prices,” sila said.

In its current phase, the company’s 
processing plant is able to produce be-
tween 5,000 and 6,000 litres of fresh milk 
per day and will be able to churn out 
10,000 once the production line is fully 
online, he added.

this is a considerable improvement 
from July 15, when sila said the plant 
was only able to make between 2,000 
and 3,000 litres a day.

During a visit to Kirisu Farm last week, 
minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fish-
eries Veng sakhon said the investment 
project has helped boost local produc-
tion and provide jobs for Cambodians.

He said: “the project will set a prec-
edent in its use of smart, modern, state-
of-the-art technology to rear livestock 
and produce milk that ensures quality 
and safety for consumers.

“All aspects of the production line are 

truly in line with the resolution and policy 
of the government to work with the pri-
vate sector to promote the development 
of agro-industry and increase value-add-
ed, as well as to curb dairy product im-
ports and ensure nutrition for children.”

Khmer Fresh milk is a long-term part-
nership between singapore-based Cam-
bodia-Laos-myanmar Development Fund 
II managed by emerging markets Invest-
ment Advisers (emIA), Nexasia, a Japanese 
fund based in singapore, and the founders 
group consisting of highly successful Is-
raeli and local Cambodian entrepreneurs.

Working closely with Khmer Fresh 
milk is Israeli technology partner Afimilk 
Agricultural Cooperative Ltd, one of the 
largest suppliers of dairy farm technol-
ogy and management in the world.

Khmer Fresh milk officially registered 
on July 26, 2017 and has invested about 
$10 million in Kirisu Farm.

the 300ha farm lies in a secluded valley 
in the phnom tamao mountain range, in 
Kandoeng commune’s Ukasaing village 
in takeo province’s bati district, nearly 
40km south of phnom penh.

Khmer Fresh milk general manager 
Kouch sokly said the company has im-
ported 560 Holstein heifers from Aus-
tralia, of which 300 are producing milk. 
One cow produces an average of 20 litres 
of milk per day.

there are currently two other dairy 
farms in Cambodia – moo moo Farm in 
Lvea em district’s Arey Ksat commune 
in Kandal province which has about 200 
cows and produces between 1,300-1,500 
litres of fresh milk per day.

techo sen russey trip Dairy Farm in 
Chheb district’s Chheb II commune in 
preah Vihear province covers 70ha and 
has a production capacity of about 600 
to 700 litres per day.

Khmer Fresh Milk will soon be able to produce 10,000 litres of fresh milk per day. FRESH NEWS



Sangeetha Amarthalingam

I
T HAS become difficult to 
stretch the dollar, more so as 
economic growth slides with 
the crippling of key economic 

pillars in Cambodia.
Two years ago, $30 was more than 

enough to feed her family of five for 
a week.

“I could get a whole chicken for 
about 35,000 riel ($8.60), fish or pork, 
vegetables and some fruits but $50 
is not sufficient now,” said mother of 
three Mai Kimheng, 53, who lives in 
Boeung Trabek, 20 minutes south of 
Wat Phnom, often cited as the cen-
tre of Phnom Penh.

The homemaker had just finished 
her weekly grocery shopping at the 
Tuol Tompoung market as she sat 
down to have a breakfast of nom 
banh chok (Khmer soup noodles), 
priced at 7,000 riel ($1.70).

Back in the day, say five years ago, 
a sumptuous bowl of Khmer noo-
dles, decked with pork, spring rolls, 
fragrant herbs and clear soup, would 
cost around 4,000 riel ($1).

But a steady trade deficit over the 
years and up to April this year, which 
revealed a deficit of 2.5 trillion riel 
($600.7 million), has inadvertently 
driven prices up. In May, the bal-
ance on trade showed a surplus of 
389 billion riel, according to data by 
National Bank of Cambodia (NBC).

The cost of goods is subject to vari-
ables including foreign exchange 
rate, stock availability, and market 
prices. 

However, Dr Jayant Menon, visit-
ing senior fellow at the Institute of 
Southeast Asian Studies-Yusof Ishak 
Institute in Singapore said it is not 
unusual for developing countries 
like Cambodia to be running trade 
and current account deficits.

“It allows Cambodia to grow faster 
than it would otherwise, as it can 
draw on the savings of foreign coun-
tries to fuel more rapid develop-
ment. As long as trade and current 
account deficits remain sustainable 
as they currently are, there is no 
concern,” he said.

Cambodia spends nearly $1 bil-
lion annually for the import of meat 
such as pork, chicken and duck, and 
vegetables from Thailand, Vietnam 
and China, a report in cambodian-
ess.com said.

The largest expenditure of $400 mil-
lion per annum is for the purchase of 
pigs where 8,000 of them are slaugh-
tered for daily consumption while 
$200 million is paid for vegetables.  

“The price of pork and vegetables 
has risen by an average of five per 
cent in the past few years which is 
why a quick breakfast might not be 
as cheap as before,” said a 40-year-
old marketing executive, who de-
clined being named.

The rise in living cost is a natural 
progression of economic develop-
ment, particularly for Cambodia 
which has enjoyed an average of sev-
en per cent growth for over 10 years.

It remains categorised as a least 
developed country (LDC) with pref-
erential tariff treatment conferred by 
the US and EU, although it achieved 

lower-middle-income status in 
2015. It hopes to migrate out of the 
LDC category in about five years.

But whether the rise in the cost 
of living is proportionate to income 
standards is another issue altogether.

According to the marketing execu-
tive who earns about $600 a month, 
price increases have been subtle, al-
beit apparent during festive seasons 
and Covid-19 because of the short-
age of supply.

“I have noticed that although the 
price comes down after the season 
is over, it does not necessarily fall to 
pre-season rates,” he said.

The gradual increase in the price 
of foodstuff is but one example of 
inflation.

Unlike its neighbours – Thailand, 
Malaysia, Singapore and Indonesia 
– which have recorded narrowing in-
flation, Cambodia’s consumer price 
index (CPI) recorded a five-year high 
of 182.36 in June this year, pushing 
core inflation to 3.2 per cent.

Earlier this year, inflation hit 3.6 
per cent but moderated to around 
two per cent in the following months 
as efforts were made to keep the rate 
under three per cent.

The NBC statistics shows that the 
index, which indicates the inflation 
rate, has in fact been on an uptick 
since 2015.

This persistence has been driven 
by expanding wages in selected 
economic sectors, and increased 
demand for imported products and 
locally produced consumer goods, 
said economist Dr Chheng Kimlong 
who is also the director of the Asian 
Vision Institute’s Centre for Gover-
nance Innovation and Democracy.

“Shipping and transportation 
costs including “unnecessary costs” 
occurring during transportation, 
backwardness in storage and inven-
tory recovery, and lack of economies 
of scale in value chains, for instance, 
have partially contributed to the 

growth of the index,” he said.
Jayant finds that although mon-

thon-month (m-o-m) inflation 
numbers may bounce around with 
an upward trend of late, annual in-
flation has been low and manage-
able overall.

“It is a significant positive achieve-
ment for an economy in transition 
like Cambodia . . . [compared to] 
many other transitional economies, 
Cambodia has avoided episodes of 
hyper-inflation which can seriously 
affect growth and dampen consum-
er and investor confidence.

“This low inflation outcome is also 
aided by the high level of dollarisa-
tion which limits the ability to fi-
nance the budget deficit by printing 
money,” he said.

This year, the government expects 
inflation to be 2.8 per cent and 3.1 
per cent in 2021 on the likelihood of 
a hike in oil price.

Sixth costliest city in SEA
The CPI, which measures the 

weighted average of a basket of 
goods, was mostly underpinned by 
food and non-alcoholic beverages, 
restaurants, and alcoholic beverag-
es, tobacco and narcotics in June.

The data showed a year-on-year 
(y-o-y) surge in the price of fresh fish 
(11.4 per cent), dried and preserved 
fruits (10.5 per cent), prepared and 
preserved vegetables (8.9 per cent), 
and root vegetables (8.5 per cent).

In contrast, the transport com-
ponent, which usually records in-
creased prices, fell nearly eight per 
cent to 105.39, following the below-
zero plunge in the US sweet crude 
price in April, compared to last year.

Having said that, the CPI growth 
has been steadfast as reflected by 
the continued economic activity 
among Cambodians despite rising 
Covid-19 cases in that period.

“The [progressive] increase [from 
April] in food and non-alcoholic 

beverages [to 5.7 per cent in June] 
was so notable that it might have 
offset the lower fuel price.

“[It] could be that people rushed to 
stockpile food supply due to fear of 
border closure and suspension of pro-
duction, and perhaps the suspension 
of production per se, as a consequence 
of the Covid-19 pandemic,” said Sim 
Dara, research department head of Yu-
anta Securities (Cambodia) Plc.

But all this active purchasing be-
haviour is largely evident in larger 
cities, which raises concerns over a 
possible disproportionateness in 
living standards among Cam-
bodians as the Kingdom races 
to achieve upper-middle-in-
come status in 2030.

This year, the Numbeo 
Current Cost of Living In-
dex by City (2020) identified 
Phnom Penh as the sixth most 
expensive place to live in South-
east Asia, after Singapore, Makati 
(Philippines), and Bangkok, Phuket 
and Pattaya (Thailand).

The Serbia-based database site 
gauged data derived from 
average expenditure 
on rent, 

restaurant and groceries.
Last year, its mid-year index 

ranked Phnom Penh as the fourth 
costliest place to live in, edging out 
cities in Malaysia and Vietnam.

For Pannasastra University stu-
dent Sok Lyna, 23, the high cost of 
living is palpable.

The international relations un-
dergraduate who comes from Takeo 
province said she spends about $10 

a week to buy grocer-
ies which she shares 

with her room-
mate.

“We can cook 
three meals 
out of it but 
it would be 
basic things 
like dried 

fish, eggs 
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Living with rising costs – Cambodians 

pay the price for economic growth

Sweetening the taste . . . Neal Vannet (pictured) and his sister Sa Kanika knock off 
1,000 riel of the coffee price although the beans cost more. sangeetha amarthalingam

While its neighbours experience low inflation, the Kingdom’s inflation remains steadfast but that 
just means citizens have to face up to higher living costs, knowing that there is no turning back

Consumer Price Index Inflation

Source : National Bank of Cambodia



and some pork and vegetables. We 
take turns to buy cooking ingredi-
ents every week.

“Sometimes we eat out but we 
don’t spend more than $5 a day. I 
cannot spend too much because I 
need to pay for rent and books, buy 
petrol for my motorcycle, and also 
send money home to my mother 
and grandmother, who are farmers, 
in the village,” said Lyna, who works 
part-time in a café.

She earns about $150 working in 
the café, an amount which in com-
parison to rural income is huge.

“Just imagine this. on days when 
my mother does not cook, she will 
spend about 2,000 riel (50 cents) on a 
mixed vegetable soup from the shop.

“She and my grandmother will eat 
it with rice and some dried fish. That 
is village life. When I send home $20, 
that is a lot of money,” she said.

This brings to focus a study by the 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) in 
2014. While it acknowledged a drop 
in income poverty, many families 
continued to teeter just above the 
poverty line.

“With a very large share of the 
population focussed at the bottom 
of the income distribution, the pov-
erty rate is highly sensitive to where 
the line is drawn,” it said.

Two years ago, a study by the bank 
showed that 12.9 per cent of the 16 
million population lived below the 
national poverty line.

of that, 8.8 per cent of the em-
ployed population is male who fall 
within the category of below $1.90 
purchasing power parity per day 
whereas women made up 7.7 per 
cent of the population.

However, Yuanta’s Dara who 
agrees that the lower-income seg-
ment might feel the effect of infla-
tion greater than the higher-income 
segment, said data in the Cambo-
dia Socio-Economic Survey (CSES) 
showed that the average disposable 
income per capita more than dou-
bled between 2010 and 2017.

“[It] shows a y-o-y increase of 13 per 
cent compared to the CPI increase of 
24 per cent in that period [which was] 
3.2 per cent per year,” he said.

According to CSES, 25 per cent of 
households with the lowest income 
witnessed their disposable income 
triple in that seven-year period.

“The data revealed that the rise in 
income is significantly greater than 
the rise in the cost of living,” Dara 
remarked.

‘. . . chillies and spring onions’
The 15-day Pchmum Ben celebra-

tion (prayers for the ancestors) is 
currently underway, culminating on 
September 16.

over at the russian Market, widely 
dubbed as a tourist market, activity is 
abuzz as regular shoppers add fruits 
and flowers to their list, which will be 
expended when they visit the tem-
ples during this religious festival.

Despite the uptrend in prices, 
about 1,000 to 2,000 riel for some 
items, locals are inclined to buy for 
the lack of cheaper alternatives but 
traders try to compensate custom-
ers by value-adding.

”I usually give them some chillies 
and spring onion or lemongrass as a 
gesture of thanks for shopping at my 
shop,” said vegetable trader Chhan 
Sopheak, 35, who is helped by her 
two sisters.

Her stall is replete with colourful 
produce which makes their way from 
the Thai and Vietnam borders daily.

The import is part of the 56 per 
cent of one million tonnes of veg-
etables that are consumed by Cam-
bodians per year.

“I charge my customers according 
to the daily market rate. If the export-
ers increase the price, I have to do the 
same. As it is festival period now, pric-
es are up a little for some products but 

we throw in some free goodies for our 
shoppers,” said the trader who has 
been in business for 10 years.

Coffeeshop owner Sa Kanika, 30, 
practices a similar strategy by charg-
ing her customers 1,000 riel less for 
a cup of ice latte and offering a free 
cuppa after 10 purchases.

She does this despite the slight in-
crease in coffee bean prices which is 
about $12 to $16 per kilogramme of 
imported beans from Vietnam, Laos 
or Thailand.

“of course coffee is cheaper at 
roadside stalls which don’t use the 
machine to make drinks. It ranges 
between 2,500 riel and 3,000 riel.

“But I use a coffeemaker, so my 
prices are slightly higher but I knock 

off 1,000 riel from the stated price 
on the board,” she said, pointing to 
the price list on the wall.

Reducing the impact
The high reliance on imports is 

debilitating but the government is 
making some effort to promote lo-
cal agriculture entrepreneurship.

For example, pig imports have re-
duced to around 4,000 since Febru-
ary to raise domestic farming which 
will need to cater to the annual de-
mand of 153,000 tonnes of pork.

It is the same with vegetable pro-
duction where farmers are encour-
aged to grow more. A total of 682,000 
tonnes in 2019 met 64 per cent of the 
domestic needs but the harvest is 

expected to grow to 716,100 tonnes 
this year. This will cover 67 per cent 
of the annual demand.

But truth be told, these are just 
some measures to keep inflation in 
check. If the economic downturn 
ensues, there will be more pressure 
on the people including those who 
are unemployed and minimum 
wage-earners.

Kimlong echoes this concern. “The 
government has long stabilised the 
inflation rate, yet external shocks 
and stringent border closures im-
posed by several countries have de-
stabilised the macroeconomy.

“rising costs of living and con-
tinued reliance on imports without 
strengthening domestic production 

capacities will impede the goal of 
achieving upper-middle-income 
status,” he said.

A number of ways to reduce the im-
pact on the people include develop-
ing local micro small and medium-
sized enterprises and an industrial 
base featuring agrotechnology, bio-
technology and manufacturing tech.

“[This is] not to substitute imports 
but to promote and diversify ex-
ports, expand income and employ-
ment opportunities in agrarian and 
modern sectors, provide fiscal and 
non-fiscal incentives and support 
for the private sector.

“[It will help] attract foreign direct 
investment and spur domestic in-
vestment,” Kimlong said.

Poultry trader Chap Pao (right) sees a growing market for local free range chicken or 
Kampuchea chicken as the government pushes for more local produce. post staff

It pays more to put food on the table now, says homemaker Mai Kimheng who spends 
about $50 a week on groceries versus $30 two years ago. sangeetha amarthalingam
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Ambitious women 
bakers are taking 
their passion and 
skills once confined 

to cramped kitchens to the 
market place — creating an 
entrepreneurial culture along 
the way. 

Hobbies have been turned 
into lucrative food industries, 
with skills put into baking aro-
matic fresh cakes and pastries, 
while persistency has made 
them successful entrepreneurs.  

in Cambodia, two sisters are 
shaking up the industry with 
their baking skills and business 
foresight after setting up a cake 
empire from humble beginnings. 

the industrious siblings 
have nurtured their passion 
into a profitable business after 
launching “the Cake and bread 
House” on Phnom Penh’s 
Kampuchea Krom boulevard 
in 2016. 

in no time the business 
has swelled to a chain of six 
outlets, employing some 60 
Cambodians.

their cakes are baked for 
birthdays, weddings and other 
social events – and are even  
attracting demand from  
provinces such as Kandal,  
Kampong speu and Koh Kong.

“i opened the cake shop 
because i love to design and 
decorate cakes. initially, i 
watched Youtube to learn to 
bake and decorate cakes, but 
that was not so useful. 

“i wanted more practical ex-
perience. so in 2016 my sister 
and i went to bangkok to learn 
more about baking cakes,” 
younger sister thea Vouch Eng, 
28, told The Post.

the Eng sisters are part of 
a flourishing baking indus-
try worldwide, where more 
young female entrepreneurs 
are exploring ways to launch 
their own brands and become 
financially independent.   

According to the interna-
tional Food and Wine website 
in march 2018, 85 per cent of 
baking and pastry students at 
the Culinary institute of Ameri-
ca were women compared 

to 50 per cent of the entire 
enrolment.

statistics in Cambodia also 
reveal another telling story. 

According to the Exploring 
the Opportunities for Women-
owned SMEs in Cambodia re-
port from international Finance 
Corporation, which is part of 
the World bank, the bulk of 
such businesses are operated 
by women. 

“the reality is that women 
own the majority of businesses 
in the country [61 per cent], 
significantly higher than in 
many Asean countries,” said  
the 2019 report.

Now young female Cambo-

dians are beginning to chal-
lenge the once male-dominated 
profession, and entrepreneurs 
like Vouch Eng are not only 
breaking the “glass ceiling” 
but also amplifying female 
empowerment.   

“i don’t like working for 
others; i like to have my own 
business. before starting the 
cake business, we had a small 
stall that sold coffee and green 
tea,” she said.

in the competitive cake and 
pastry business, the Cake and 
bread House has anchored itself 
by baking to suit local taste buds 
– even fending off rivalry from 
popular foreign brands.

of the four flavours avail-
able, which include chocolate, 
strawberry and durian, pandan 
leaf with coconut is a particu-
larly hot seller. 

“We have all sizes of cakes. 
the biggest cake we ever made 
for a customer was around 30kg.

“i focus on taste, decoration 
and price, but most important  
is taste – they are delicious.  
our prices are also affordable, 
starting from $5 [per cake],” 
Vouch Eng said.

the rising demand for cakes 
and pastries fuelled by improv-
ing household incomes, a boom 
in social media use and online 
trading are all helping businesses 

like Vouch Eng’s to bloom. 
“Currently, cakes are  

getting increasingly more 
popular among Cambodians 
compared to10 years ago. 
Almost 90 per cent of my  
sales are birthday cakes.

“i always go live on Face-
book, and around 50 per  
cent of my customers have  
come to know my cake shops 
through Facebook.

“Livelihoods have 
improved and more social 
events like birthday parties  
are happening. When there  
is a cake, any celebration is  
a hugely more enjoyable  
experience,” Vouch Eng said.  

‘Cake and Bread House’ – a tasty 
local entrepreneurial success story 

10 THE PHNOM PENH POST  september 4, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus food & beverage

Thea Vouch Eng has a passion for designing and decorating cakes, opening The Cake and Bread House in Phnom Penh in 2016.

Pandan leaf with coconut flavour cakes are hot sellers. Prices start from $5 per cake. The Cake and Bread House now has six outlets across the capital.

”
Cakes are getting 
more popular among 
Cambodians. When 
there is a cake,  
any celebration 
is a hugely more 
enjoyable experience

THEa VouCH Eng / oWner
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world

IsrAeL decided on Wednes-
day to withhold the bodies 
of all slain palestinian mili-
tants in a bid to deter attacks, 
a move slammed by rights 
groups as “barbaric”.

before the decision, ap-
proved by the government’s 
security cabinet, Israel re-
tained the bodies of militants 
only from Hamas, the Islamist 
rulers of Gaza.

the new policy would see Is-
rael not return the bodies of any 
palestinian killed during or as a 
result of an anti-Israeli attack.

minister of Defence benny 
Gantz (pictured) welcomed 
the cabinet’s decision, which 
he said was part of a broader 
campaign of “deterrence”.

“Not returning terrorist 
bodies is part of our commit-
ment to the safety of Israeli 
citizens, and of course to re-
turning the boys home,” he 
said, referring to the remains 
of two Israeli soldiers held 
by Hamas in Gaza 
since a 2014 war.

Hamas is also be-
lieved to be hold-
ing two Israeli 
citizens who en-
tered Gaza alone 
and whose fam-
ilies say have 
mental health 
issues.

the decision 
came two days 

after the latest Qatari-medi-
ated deal between Israel and 
Hamas to end more than three 
weeks of cross-border attacks.

the deal was condemned 
by Leah and simcha Goldin, 
the parents of one of the sol-
diers missing in Gaza.

they wrote on twitter: “the 
money will be transferred to 
Gaza, the crossings and fish-
ing zone will open. And the 
boys? the boys will remain 
there some more.”

rights group Adalah called 
Israel’s decision “extreme, 
barbaric” and “illegal”.

they said in a statement: 
“the policy of using human 
bodies as bargaining chips 
violates the most basic uni-

versal values and 
international law 

which prohibit 
cruel and in-
human treat-
ment.” AFP

Israel withholds bodies 
of palestinian militants

typhoon maysak drenches Koreas
A pOWerFUL typhoon 
drenched both Koreas on 
thursday, killing at least one 
person in the south and inun-
dating streets across a port in 
the North as it churned its way 
up the peninsula.

typhoon maysak – named 
after the Khmer word for the 
teak tree (Tectona grandis) – 
made landfall in busan on the 
southern coast, packing gusts 
of up to 140km/h, knocking 
down traffic lights and trees 
and flooding streets.

A woman was killed after 
a strong gust shattered her 
apartment window in the city, 
while more than 2,200 people 
were evacuated to temporary 
shelters and around 120,000 
homes were left without pow-
er across southern parts of the 
peninsula and on Jeju Island.

Another victim of the typhoon 
was a statue at a park in Ulsan of 
a brachiosaurus – a huge plant-
eating dinosaur – which was 
pictured with its neck broken 
by strong gusts of wind.

the storm later made its 
way northwards, passing 
into the sea of Japan, known 
as the east sea in Korea, be-
fore making a second landfall 
around 0200 Gmt at Kim-
chaek in North Korea.

Natural disasters tend to 
have a greater impact in the 
North due to its creaking in-
frastructure, and the country 
is vulnerable to flooding as 
many mountains and hills 

have long been deforested.
the typhoon brought heavy 

downpours across the North, 
with total rainfall in the 15 
hours to 0300 Gmt thursday 
reaching 385 millimetres in 
the port town of Wonsan on 
its east coast.

pyongyang’s state media have 
been on high alert, carrying live 
broadcasts of the situation, with 
one showing a reporter stand-
ing in a street inundated with 
water in the port town.

but authorities lifted their 
typhoon warning as the 
storm weakened and moved 
towards China.

“the typhoon will pass 
through musan and leave our 
country,” a meteorological 
officer told Korean Central 
television. “I don’t expect any 
effects.”

In Japan, rescuers were 
searching for a cargo ship 
with 43 people on board and 
reportedly carrying 5,800 
cows.

the Gulf Livestock 1 issued a 
distress call on tuesday night 
as strong winds and heavy 
rain from maysak lashed the 
east China sea.

Japan’s coast guard said one 
person had so far been found 

during the search, which in-
volved four vessels and sev-
eral planes.

maysak is the second ty-
phoon in a week to hit the Ko-
rean peninsula.

North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un last week visited 
a farming region hit by ty-
phoon bavi and expressed re-
lief the damage was “smaller 
than expected”.

meteorologists say another 
typhoon – typhoon Haishen – 
is approaching and will make 
landfall on the peninsula on 
monday morning with strong 
gusts of 144km/h. AFP

Typhoon Maysak made landfall in Busan on the southern coast, packing gusts of up to 140km/h, knocking 
down traffic lights and trees and flooding streets. AFP

putin critic ‘poisoned with nerve agent’
W

esterN lead-
ers demanded 
e x p l a n a t i o n s 
from moscow on 

Wednesday after Germany said 
that Alexei Navalny was poi-
soned with a Novichok nerve 
agent in an attempt to “silence” 
the russian opposition leader.

the 44-year-old last month 
became the latest in a long 
line of russian defectors and 
critics of president Vladimir 
putin to be poisoned in sus-
picious circumstances and is 
now in hospital in berlin.

medical tests from German 
military’s chemical weapons 
laboratory had given “un-
equivocal evidence” that Na-
valny had been afflicted by 
military-grade Novichok, a 
poison first developed by the 
soviet Union towards the end 
of the Cold War.

German Chancellor Angela 
merkel said the findings had 
prompted “some very serious 
questions that only russia 
can and must answer”.

“Alexei Navalny is certainly 
the victim of a crime,” she 
added. “He was meant to be 
silenced and I condemn this in 
the strongest possible terms.”

the news prompted a fresh 
round of condemnation 
from european leaders in an 
affair that has already sent 
tensions spiralling between 

russia and the West.
british prime minister bo-

ris Johnson said Navalny’s 
poisoning was “outrageous”, 
while French minister of 
Foreign Affairs Jean-Yves Le 
Drian denounced the attack 
“shocking and irresponsible”.

eU chief Ursula von der Ley-
en criticised a “despicable and 
cowardly act – once again”.

Us National security Council 
spokesman John Ullyot said: 
“the russian people have a 
right to express their views 

peacefully without fear of retri-
bution of any kind, and certain-
ly not with chemical agents.”

NAtO chief Jens stoltenberg 
condemned the “shocking” use 
of a military-grade nerve agent 
which, he said, made “a full 
and transparent” investigation 
by russia even more urgent.

Italy’s foreign ministry and 
Canadian foreign minister 
Francois-philippe Cham-
pagne also condemned Na-
valny’s poisoning.

the nerve agent, whose 

name means “newbie” or 
“newcomer” in russian, can 
be deployed in an ultra-fine 
powder, liquid or vapour.

It was famously used against 
ex-double agent sergei skripal 
in britain in 2018, an assassina-
tion attempt that the West be-
lieves was ordered by the Krem-
lin despite russia’s denials.

Navalny fell ill after board-
ing a plane in siberia last 
month, with aides saying 
they suspect he drank a cup 
of spiked tea at the airport.

He was initially treated in a 
local siberian hospital, where 
doctors said they were unable 
to find any toxic substances 
in his blood, before he was 
flown to berlin for specialised 
treatment on August 22.

the Kremlin, which has 
previously questioned the 
credibility of German doc-
tors, said russia was ready to 
cooperate fully.

russia’s embassy in berlin 
said in a statement: “We call 
on our partners to avoid any 
politicisation of this incident 
and to rely solely on credible 
facts, which we hope will be 
delivered as soon as possible.”

the Charite hospital that 
has been treating Navalny re-
ported improvements in his 
condition.

but the charismatic Yale-ed-
ucated lawyer, who has been 
russia’s leading opposition 
politician for around a decade, 
is still in the intensive care unit 
and remains on a ventilator. 

Doctors say that over time the 
body can clear out the nerve 
agent, which disrupts commu-
nication between the brain, the 
main organs and muscles.

the hospital added: “re-
covery is likely to be lengthy. 
It is still too early to gauge the 
long-term effects which may 
arise concerning this severe 
poisoning.” AFP

Berlin said Putin critic Alexei Navalny was poisoned with a Novichok nerve agent in an attempt to ‘silence’ him. AFP

move ‘won’t 
further hurt 
cross-strait 
relations’
Continued from page 1

I kept explaining we were the 
‘republic of China’, not China,” 
said Wu, who works at a nutri-
tion supplement company.

taiwan’s main opposition par-
ty, the Kuomintang (Kmt), how-
ever, dismissed any confusion 
arising from the rOC name.

Criticising the Dpp for being 
narrow-minded, the Kmt said: 
“this won’t help in terms of trav-
el convenience, nor would it help 
taiwan’s place in the world.”

Lev Nachman, a Fulbright 
research Fellow who focuses 
on taiwanese politics at the 
University of California, in 
Irvine, said the changes, 
pushed for by smaller political 
parties, are minimal.

“they do enough to appease 
domestic demand but do not 
go so far as to warrant serious 
condemnation or further dam-
age to cross-strait relations,” 
said Nachman.

He said retaining the word 
“China” in both english and 
Chinese means the Dpp can 
“still deny culpability if accused 
of trying to erase its connection 
to the rOC”. THE STRAITS TIMES (SIN-

GAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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thai royal consort reclaims king’s favour

In first for Indonesia, illegal miner found guilty

Int’l arrivals to VN fall 
66% in eight months

A tHAI royal consort who was 
purged for “disloyalty” after 
running afoul of the Queen 
has made a sudden and unex-
pected comeback, with the 
king reinstating her titles.

sineenat Wongvajirapakdi was 
stripped of her rank and titles 
last year just three months after 
she became the consort, accused 
on national television of “disloy-
alty” and “ambition” to match 
the position of Queen suthida.

she has not been seen in 
public since October, but that 
looks set to change.

“sineenat Wongvajirapakdi is 
not tarnished,” said a decision 
by the king published by palace 
mouthpiece royal Gazette, con-
firming she would once again 
take the honorific title of “Chao 
Khun phra”, or noble consort.

“Henceforth, it will be as if she 
had never been stripped of her 
military ranks or royal decora-
tions,” said the decision, which 
was dated August 29 but only 
came to light on Wednesday.

the latest episode of palace 
intrigue comes as thailand 
faces unprecedented protests 
by a pro-democracy move-
ment calling for more trans-
parency and reforms to the 
secretive royal institution.

A former royal bodyguard, 
sineenat was given the title of 
consort on King maha Vaji-
ralongkorn’s 67th birthday in July 
last year – just months after his 
marriage to Queen suthida.

A qualified pilot and former army 
nurse, the 34-year-old sineenat 
was the first woman to receive the 
title in nearly a century.

Her prominence at the king’s 
elaborate coronation ceremo-
ny in may last year stunned the 
thai public.

the palace later released 
images of the short-haired con-

sort in combat fatigues shooting 
weapons, flying a jet and prepar-
ing to parachute from a plane, as 
well as holding the king’s hand.

the kingdom has seen near-
daily rallies since mid-July, with 
some attracting up to 20,000 
protesters, angry at the mili-
tary-aligned government and 
calling for frank discussions 
about the royal family’s role.

since ascending to the 
throne in 2016, the king has 
taken personal control of the 
palace’s fortune, worth an esti-
mated $60 billion, and also 
moved two army units under 
his direct command.

protesters are demanding 
the scrapping of a royal defa-
mation law – which can see 
people jailed for up to 15 years 
per charge. AFP

FOr the first time in Indonesia, a court has 
sentenced an illegal miner to multiple crimes 
in an attempt to create a deterrent effect to 
curb environmental and forestry crimes.

A district court in bangka belitung 
Islands, a province off the east coast of 
sumatra, found Azeman, 44, guilty of two 
crimes for mining illegally in the protected 
forest area of Lubuk besar in the regency.

the panel of judges, which was presided 
over by Yuliana and included members 
subroto and magdalena simanungkalit, 
found the defendant guilty of mining in a 
forest area without a permit and deliber-
ately causing environmental damage.

the ministry of environment and For-
estry’s Directorate-General of Law enforce-
ment charged Azeman under a law on the 
prevention and eradication of forest 
destruction, which carries a maximum 

punishment of 15 years’ imprisonment 
and a fine of 10 billion rupiah ($676,000).

separately, the Directorate-General’s 
sumatra chapter charged Azeman under 
a law on environmental protection and 
management, which carries a maximum 
punishment of 10 years’ imprisonment 
and a 10 billion rupiah fine.

the ministry’s criminal law enforce-
ment director, Yazid Nurhuda, said the 
panel of judges had sentenced Azeman 
to four years and six months’ imprison-
ment and ordered him to pay a three bil-
lion rupiah fine, exceeding the charges 
sought by the public prosecutors.

Yazid expressed appreciation for the 
panel’s “multi-door” decision, describing 
it as “very historic”, although he said the 
perpetrator should have been punished 
to the full extent of the law.

“perpetrators of such crimes should be 
severely punished,” he said in a statement 
released on tuesday, adding that investigators 
and relevant experts were gathering evidence 
on the involvement of other parties.

the ministry’s law enforcement director-
general rasio ridho sani said environmen-
tal and forest damages in bangka belitung 
Islands had been “very severe” and that the 
“multi-door” scheme was a breakthrough 
for combating environmental destruction.

rasio said: “the enforcement of multi-
layered criminal law needs to also be 
applied to the laundering of the profits 
from illegal mining.

“We are talking with the ppAtK [Financial 
transaction reports and Analysis Centre] 
and the Attorney-General’s Office about 
civil suits against illegal mining actors,” he 
added. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

FOreIGN arrivals to Vietnam 
reached just 3.8 million in the 
first eight months of this year, 
down 67 per cent compared to 
the figure of 11.3 million record-
ed in the same period last year, 
the General statistics Office of 
Vietnam (GsO) reported.

most of the arrivals came 
before march 22, the day Viet-
nam began closing its borders to 
nearly all foreign arrivals in a bid 
to curb coronavirus spread.

the country only in recent 
months allows a few exceptions 
– foreign diplomats, investors, 
highly skilled workers and 
experts, along with some flights 
repatriating Vietnamese citizens. 
All foreign entries are quaran-
tined for 14 days upon arrival.

Of the 3.8 million, 3.05 mil-
lion arrived in Vietnam by air, 
while 580,000 and 140,000 
entered the country via land 
and sea routes.

the agency said while last 
month’s 163,000 foreign arriv-
als is a 17 per cent improve-
ment over July, it still marks a 
99 per cent decline compared 
to August last year.

Visitors from Asia, accounting 
for more than 73 per cent of the 
total number of international 
arrivals to Vietnam during the 
period, fell by nearly 70 per cent 
over the same period last year.

Arrivals from key markets 
such as China, south Korea, 
Japan, thailand and malaysia 
all posted record losses of 72 per 
cent, 70.5 per cent, 67 per cent, 
68 per cent, 59 per cent, and 70 

per cent, respectively, within the 
first eight months of this year.

However, arrivals from neigh-
bouring Cambodia increased by 
nearly 71 per cent, the GsO said.

Visitors from europe in the 
past eight months were estimat-
ed to fall by nearly 55 per cent 
over the same period last year.

Arrivals from the Americas 
are estimated to have 
decreased by more than 65 per 
cent compared to the first 
eight months of last year.

In a cabinet meeting held on 
August 28, prime minister 
Nguyen Xuan phuc asked that 
the National steering Commit-
tee on Covid-19 prevention 
and Control and ministries 
discuss opening flights to epi-
demiologically safe countries 
and regions, including resum-
ing flights to Japan conducted 
by Vietnamese airlines.

He also urged ministries and 
agencies to closely monitor and 
accelerate granting of visas to 
foreign experts and investors.

At a recent recovery-focused 
tourism meeting, Vietnam Nation-
al Administration of tourism vice-
chairman Ha Van sieu said the 
government implemented poli-
cies early to aid people and busi-
nesses hit hard by the pandemic.

He said many fees such as 
appraisal fee for international 
travel business licences, 
domestic tour business licenc-
es, and for issuance of tour 
guide certificates have been 
cut in half, sieu said. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

philippines frees killer from Us
A 

Us marine convicted of killing a 
transgender woman in the phil-
ippines has been ordered freed 
on the grounds of good conduct 

after serving half his maximum 10-year 
sentence, his lawyer said on Wednesday.

Lance Corporal Joseph scott pem-
berton has been in detention since the 
October 2014 motel killing of Jennifer 
Laude after he met her at a bar while on 
a break from joint military exercises in 
the northern city of Olongapo.

A court ruled on tuesday that pember-
ton – held in a special jail at the philip-
pine military headquarters in manila 
– qualified for early release, his Filipina 
lawyer rowena Garcia Flores said.

Court officials in Olongapo and 
spokespeople for the philippine military 
or Us embassy could not be reached for 
comment.

A statement from philippine military 
spokesman major-General edgard Are-
valo said they had not received any court 
order, but they would abide by it.

the decision was deplored by Harry 
roque, now the spokesman for philip-
pine president rodrigo Duterte but who 
briefly represented the Laude’s family 
during the trial.

He said: “Laude’s death personifies the 
death of philippine sovereignty and the 
light penalty imposed on pemberton proves 
that despite the president’s independent 
foreign policy . . . Americans continue to 
have the status of conquering colonials in 
our country.”

Virginia suarez, a lawyer for the Laude 
family, asked the court to reconsider 
pemberton’s release.

she said his supposed good conduct 
had never been put to the test because 
he served his sentence in special facili-
ties, rather than a regular prison.

suarez said she feared pemberton 

would leave the country before the court 
could rule on her filing, although Flores 
said her client was still in the country.

pemberton’s conviction was the first un-
der a so-called Visiting Forces Agreement 
(VFA) between the two allies that covered 
the legal liability of Us troops taking part 
in military operations in the philippines.

since being elected in 2016, presi-
dent Duterte has tried to steer away 
from the Us ambit to pursue greater 

economic cooperation with China.
In February he formally notified Wash-

ington he was axing the VFA effective 
August, after accusing the Us of interfer-
ence in his internationally condemned 
narcotics crackdown.

manila later put the abrogation on 
hold “in light of political and other de-
velopments in the region”, a decision 
seen as acknowledging China’s increas-
ing diplomatic muscularity. AFP

Lance Corporal Joseph Scott Pemberton has been in detention since the October 2014 motel 
killing of Jennifer Laude after he met her at a bar while on a break from joint military exercises 
in the northern Philippine city of Olongapo. POOL/AFP

Sineenat Wongvajirapakdi was 
stripped of her rank and titles last 
year. THAILAND’S ROYAL OFFICE/AFP
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Opinion

C
OmpetItION over electric 
vehicles, or eVs, is intensify-
ing. As the global market is 
expanding rapidly, both the 

public and private sectors should 
accelerate their efforts.

Honda motor Co has announced 
that it will begin selling the “Honda 
e” compact electric car in Japan in 
late October. this will be the compa-
ny’s first mass-production of an eV.

Other Japanese automakers are to 
follow. Nissan motor Co, which has 
been in the lead with its Leaf model 
launched in 2010, will introduce the 
Ariya sport-utility vehicle next year. 
toyota motor Corp plans to enter the 
market with a luxury car, while maz-
da motor Corp will debut with an 
sUV type.

the global market for eVs last year 
was 1.67 million units, accounting for 
two per cent of new vehicle sales, but 
that represents a fivefold increase in 
four years. the figure is predicted to 
reach nearly 20 per cent in 2035. It is 
reasonable for each company to 
make efforts in this field.

the problem is that sales of eVs are 
not growing domestically, despite 
automakers’ attempts to increase 
sales of eVs that do not emit carbon 
dioxide while running.

Four years ago, the Japanese govern-
ment set a target of increasing owner-
ship of eVs and plug-in hybrid vehicles 
(pHVs) that can be recharged at home 
to one million this year. the present 
situation is estimated to be about one-
third of that. meanwhile, moves to pro-
mote the introduction of such vehicles 
are accelerating around the world.

In europe, environmental regula-

tions on automobiles have been 
tightened this year, and manufactur-
ers will be fined if CO2 emissions 
exceed designated levels.

Germany and France have 
announced a policy to revitalise 
their economies, which have suf-
fered from the Covid-19 pandemic, 
with an emphasis on the environ-
ment. they are increasing subsidies 
for eV purchases and setting up 
charging stations.

China, the largest eV market, has 
been boosting sales by subsidising 
“new energy vehicle” purchases.

It is desirable for Japan to come up 
with a policy to support eV sales, 
because they are more expensive than 

petrol-powered vehicles. the govern-
ment provides subsidies of up to 
400,000 yen ($3,800), but this is far 
lower than european subsides of 
about one million yen maximum. the 
government should consider expand-
ing the subsidy programmes.

the travelling distance on a single 
charge is shorter than petrol-powered 
vehicles and it takes some time to 
charge the battery. the government 
should also consider assistance to help 
overcome such technological issues.

Automobiles are a core Japanese 
industry, but the nation is lagging 
behind when it comes to eVs. Last 
year, tesla Inc of the Us topped glo-
bal eV sales, followed by mostly 

Chinese companies from second 
place down.

the automobile industry has a 
broad base. even if the dominance of 
petrol-powered vehicles continues 
for the time being, employment will 
be negatively affected in the future 
unless the industry proceeds with 
such measures as structural changes 
among parts makers.

Next-generation vehicles include 
fuel cell vehicles (FCVs) that run on 
hydrogen, and the Japanese govern-
ment has yet to decide which to place 
importance on. the government 
must present a concrete strategy 
based on global trends. THE YOMIURI  

SHIMBUN (JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

WeLCOmING freshmen this 
year, Guangxi University, 
like any other university in 
China, issued a notice 
reminding them to stay safe 
on the campus. but a partic-
ular section of the notice 
triggered fierce discussions 
on social networking sites. It 
asked female students to 
avoid wearing “revealing” 
clothes, to cover their backs 

and waists, and to avoid 
low-necked tops. the notice 
stressed the idea is to ensure 
female students’ safety.

As the suggestion invited 
ridicule online, the university 
responded saying the cam-
pus cannot compromise on 
civilised behaviour.

It seems the university has a 
unique understanding of civi-
lised behaviour. being polite 
and behaving in a proper man-
ner is civilised behaviour while 
being rude or using harsh lan-

guage constitutes uncivilised 
behaviour. Wearing a low-
necked top or a dress with a 
plunging neckline, or not cov-
ering the waist or back certain-
ly has nothing to do with civi-
lised or uncivilised behaviour.

some argued that the uni-
versity’s intention was to pro-
tect female students. No one 
doubts that, but it should be 
stressed that what a female 
student wears has no causal 
link to sexual assaults.

the university officials 

would have understood that 
better had they attended a 
recent exhibition in belgium 
titled What were you wearing? 
based on the account of stu-
dents who survived a sexual 
assault, the exhibition show-
cased clothes they were wear-
ing when the crime took 
place. A majority of them 
were fully covered, not expos-
ing at all, and yet it did noth-
ing to deter their attackers.

the only reason sexual 
assaults take place is because 

the sexual predators fail to 
control their urges. so when 
a sexual crime takes place, 
the fault lies with the perpe-
trator and not the victim.

It is a good thing that 
Guangxi University cares 
about female students’ safety. 
but that cannot be ensured by 
specifying what female stu-
dents wear. Instead, arranging 
more guards on the campus 
and punishing sex offenders 
according to the law will serve 
the purpose. CHINA DAILY/ANN
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Opinion
Zhang Zhouxiang

Devise ways to promote Japanese 
electric vehicles at home and abroad

‘Revealing’ clothes not behind sexual assault

Automobiles are a core Japanese industry, but the nation is lagging behind when it comes to electric vehicles. AFP
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educated yet amoral: AI learns to write books
A

N ArtIfIcIAl intel-
ligence (AI) technol-
ogy made by a firm 
co-founded by bil-

lionaire elon musk has won 
praise for its ability to gener-
ate coherent stories, novels 
and even computer code but 
it remains blind to racism or 
sexism.

Gpt-3, as californian com-
pany OpenAI’s latest AI lan-
guage model is known, is 
capable of completing a dia-
logue between two people, 
continuing a series of ques-
tions and answers or finishing 
a shakespeare-style poem.

start a sentence or text and it 
completes it for you, basing its 
response on the huge amount 
of information it has been fed.

this could come in useful 
for customer service, lawyers 
needing to sum up a legal 
precedent or for authors in 
need of inspiration.

While the technology is not 
new and has not yet learnt to 
reason like a human mind, 
OpenAI’s latest offering has 
won praise for the way its text 
resembles human writing.

“It is capable of generating 
very natural and plausible 
sentences,” says bruce Delat-
tre, an AI specialist at data 
consulting agency Artefact.

“It’s impressive to see how 
much the model is able to ap-
propriate literary styles, even 
if there are repetitions.”

Gpt-3 is also capable of 
finding precise responses to 
problems, such as the name 
of an illness from a descrip-
tion of symptoms.

It can solve some mathemat-
ical problems, express itself in 
several languages, or gener-
ate computer code for simple 

tasks that developers have to 
do but would happily avoid.

Delattre tells Afp it all 
works thanks to “statistical 
regularities”.

“the model knows that a 
particular word [or expres-
sion] is more or less likely to 
follow another.”

Billions of web pages
Amine benhenni, scientific 

director at AI research and 
development firm Dataswati, 
tells Afp that “the big differ-

ence” compared to other sys-
tems is the size of the model.

Gpt-3 has been fed the con-
tent of billions of web pages 
that are freely available on-
line and all types of pieces of 
written work.

to give an idea of the magni-
tude of the project, the entire 
content of online encyclopae-
dia Wikipedia represents just 
three per cent of all the infor-
mation it has been given.

As such, it does not need to 
be retrained to perform tasks, 

as previous models did, when a 
new subject is introduced like 
medicine, law or the media.

Give it just a handful of ex-
amples of a task to do, such as 
completing a sentence, and it 
will then know how to complete 
any sentence it is given, no mat-
ter what the subject – a so-called 
“few-shot” language model.

“It’s amazingly powerful if 
you know how to prime the 
model well,” shreya shankar, 
an AI-specialised computer 
scientist, said on twitter after 

having used Gpt-3.
“It’s going to change the ml 

[machine learning] paradigm.”
Despite the hype, however, 

Gpt-3 is only 10th on the 
superGlUe benchmark that 
measures the language-un-
derstanding of algorithms.

And that’s because some us-
ers demonstrated that when 
asked absurd questions, the 
model responds with sense-
less answers.

for instance, developer Kev-
in lacker asked: “How many 

eyes does the sun have?”
“the sun has one eye,” it 

responded, lacker wrote on 
his blog.

Fake reviews, fake news
claude de loupy, co-found-

er of french start-up syllabs 
that specialises in automated 
text creation, says the system 
lacks “pragmatism”.

Another major problem is that 
it replicates without a second 
thought any stereotype or hate 
speech fed during its training 
period, and can quickly become 
racist, anti-semitic or sexist.

As such, experts interviewed 
by Afp felt Gpt-3 was not re-
liable enough for any sector 
needing to rely on machines, 
such as robo-journalism or 
customer services.

It can however be useful, like 
other similar models, for writ-
ing fake reviews or even mass-
producing news stories for a 
disinformation campaign.

concerned about “malicious 
applications of the technol-
ogy”, OpenAI, which was co-
founded in 2015 by musk who 
has since left, and is financed 
by microsoft among others, 
chose not to release the pre-
vious version of the model, 
Gpt-2, in february last year.

Originally a non-profit, Ope-
nAI then became a “capped 
profit” company, which means 
investors get a capped return.

And in June, the firm changed 
tack and opened its Gpt-3 
model to commercial use, al-
lowing for user feedback.

A step claude de loupy says 
could yield big profits.

there is “no doubt that the 
amount of text generated by 
AI is about to explode on the 
web”. AFP

prince Harry and meghan markle 
sign sprawling deal with Netflix
prINce Harry and meghan markle offi-
cially launched their new Hollywood 
careers Wednesday, signing a deal with 
Netflix to produce “impactful” films and 
series for the streaming giant.

the couple – who quit the british 
royal family and moved to california 
this year – already have multiple 
projects in development, although 
former Suits star markle has no plans 
to return to acting.

“through our work with diverse com-
munities and their environments, to 
shining a light on people and causes 
around the world, our focus will be on 
creating content that informs but also 
gives hope,” the Duke and Duchess of 
sussex said in a statement to Afp.

“As new parents, making inspiration-
al family programming is also impor-
tant to us, as is powerful storytelling 
through a truthful and relatable lens.” 

A nature documentary series and 
an animated series focused on inspir-
ing women are among the first 
projects, which the couple said aim 
to “share impactful content that 
unlocks action.”

No financial terms were disclosed, 

but the deal is reported to be multi-
year and exclusive to Netflix.

the pair recently moved into a new 
family home in affluent santa bar-
bara, after a stint in nearby los Ange-
les saw them become embroiled in a 
legal battle with paparazzi over pho-
tos taken of their son Archie.

their new neighbors include pow-
erful entertainment industry figures 
including Oprah Winfrey and ellen 
DeGeneres.

the couple’s ambitions to produce 
in Hollywood had long been rumored, 
with reports of meetings taking place 
in recent weeks with Disney, Apple 
and NbcUniversal.

Harry recently appeared in paral-
ympics documentary film Rising 
Phoenix, while markle narrated a 
wildlife documentary for Disney.

specific details of other projects 
have not yet been released, but the 
couple is expected to produce script-
ed series and feature films as well as 
children’s programming.

markle and Harry have spoken of 
their desire “to do something of 
meaning, to do something that mat-

ters,” in california, where they are 
launching a wide-ranging non-prof-
it organization named Archewell.

their Netflix project is expected to 
focus on the same issues as Archewell.

the couple have worked with a 
charity to hand out meals to chroni-
cally ill people in los Angeles, and 
markle – whose mother is black – 
spoke out in June after the death of 
George floyd, an unarmed African 
American killed in police custody.

the deal is a coup for Netflix, which 
is the world’s largest streaming plat-
form with more than 190 million sub-
scribers, but has lost key content as 
traditional studios launched their 
own rival platforms.

“Harry and meghan have inspired 
millions of people all around the world 
with their authenticity, optimism and 
leadership,” said ted sarandos, Netflix’s 
co-ceO and chief content Officer.

“We’re incredibly proud they have 
chosen Netflix as their creative home 
– and are excited about telling stories 
with them that can help build resil-
ience and increase understanding for 
audiences everywhere.” AFP

The amount of text generated by artificial intelligence (AI) on the web will undoubtedly skyrocket soon. PIXABAY

Prince Harry and Meghan Markle plan on using Netflix to release programming which 
informs and inspires. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Weapon swung by a gaucho
  5 Strictly verboten
 10 Tango requirement
 13 Lean against
 14 Pungent bulb
 15 Hold spellbound
 16 Frank Sinatra war flick
 19 Private eye
 20 Fencing blades
 21 Lubricated
 22 Escorted
 24 Stairmaster surface
 25 Broken to the saddle
 26 “The Importance of ___ Earnest”
 28 That’s partner
 30 Creep, crab-style
 31 Automaker’s concern, briefly
 34 What a clue provides
 38 Dodgers great ___ Wee Reese
 39 Composer Carmichael
 40 In ___ of (rather than)
 41 Plum puckered out?
 42 Mineral springs
 44 None-of-the-above choice
 46 Summer beverage

 49 Some singing groups
 50 Type of flare or power
 52 Kernel source
 53 Part of a big Thanksgiving Day 

dinner
 56 Kind of list
 57 Get ready to drive, in golf
 58 Party platter preparer
 59 Dir. from Denver to Chicago
 60 Molecular components
 61 Some works by Keats
DOWN
  1 Zulu language group
  2 Double-reeded woodwinds
  3 Noon, for many
  4 Pigged out
  5 Picked locks?
  6 Added to the pot
  7 Quick snack
  8 Partners of aahs
  9 Indivisible
 10 Syllables sung while skipping
 11 Took her hand in marriage
 12 Newspaper piece
 15 “Peer Gynt” composer Edvard
 17 Road shoulder
 18 Wild Man isle

 23 Simplicity
 24 Arcade foul
 26 Spree
 27 Pushing the envelope
 28 1/6 fl. oz.
 29 Farmer’s tool
 30 City of central China (var.)
 31 Wet
 32 “The Tell-Tale Heart” teller
 33 Lion’s quarry
 35 Separate wheat from chaff
 36 Happy or 11th
 37 Quite pleased
 41 Prefix for “graphic”
 42 Naughty kids
 43 Long-term do
 44 Wrinkle-resistant synthetic fiber
 45 Sao Paulo has one
 46 Pelvic bone
 47 Apollo 11 lander
 48 Upbeat, in music
 49 Thames gallery
 50 Leave text as is!
 51 Lickable cookie
 54 Flight deck guess
 55 Words that end bachelorhood

“MAJOR GAINS” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

mutant cats still a 
draw at Hemingway’s 
virus-hit Florida home

s
tArVeD of interna-
tional visitors, the 
house once inhabited 
by writer ernest Hem-

ingway in the Florida Keys 
has struggled to stay open. Al-
most all of its staff have been 
laid off during the corona-
virus pandemic, yet the six-
toed cats who live there still 
attract locals to the site.

After the author’s death in 
1961, his home was converted 
into one of the leading tourist 
attractions in Key West, which is 
closer to Havana than to miami, 
and where margaritas, diving 
and sunbathing are a way of life.

Its residents have survived 
ferocious hurricanes and eco-
nomic downturns in the past, 
but nothing had prepared them 
for the collapse in tourism 
brought on by the pandemic.

Foreign tourists have been 
unable to visit because of 
closed borders and no cruise 
ships have docked since 
march. that leaves only do-
mestic tourism, but even that 
is down because of the coro-
navirus raging in Florida.

that has led to 30 of the 
museum’s 45 employees be-
ing laid off in the past week.

“I had over 10 guides. Now, 
I have four,” said the site’s di-
rector, Andrew morawski.

those who remain split the 
work between them because 
the house remains open, offer-

ing guided tours and attending 
the large colony of six-toed cats 
that are descended from the 
feline with the genetic oddity 
that was given to Hemingway 
as a present decades ago.

“We plan on staying open”, 
said morawski, “especially 
making sure that all these 
cats get taken care of”.

It is no small task either – 
local tourists who still make 
it to Key West are more inter-
ested in the mutant cats than 
in the lifestyle of the author of 
the Old Man and the Sea.

Hemingway, who won the 
Nobel Literature prize in 1954, 
is “not being as taught as much, 
especially here in the United 
states, as much as he used to 
be”, said the museum director.

For that reason, “the cats 
seem to be a little bit more of 
the draw”, he said.

the heat in Key West is re-
lentless. the face masks of 
visitors are streaked with 
sweat as the guide recounts 
stories of the writer and his 
wife pauline, while another 
museum worker pours ice 
into the cats’ water bowls. 

“Aww, how cute,” say the 
tourists.

Nightfall in Key West
Key West is the last of the Flor-

ida keys, a chain of coral reef is-
lands which stretch 175km off 
the southern tip of the state and 

are connected by 42 bridges.
Country singer Jimmy buf-

fett dedicated his song Mar-
garitaville to the chilled-out 
place, now a mecca for water 
sports lined with beach hous-
es and with mailboxes shaped 
like manatees or flamingos.

In the late afternoons, a few 
tourists gather on a square to 
watch the sunset.

“It was so busy you could 
hardly walk through the crowd, 
and now there’s nobody here,” 
said Jack reichenbach, a 67-
year-old local who lost his job 
during the pandemic and who 
is trying to sell some watercol-
ors of the sea view. 

“everything is pretty bad,” 
he said.

For the first time in years, 
tourists do not have to elbow 
their way through the throng 
or line up to have their snap-
shot taken in front of the buoy 
marking the southernmost 
point of the mainland Us. 

Among those waiting for 
the sun to go down was New 
Yorker Carol D, 65, a frequent 
visitor to Key West who asked 
an AFp reporter what sites 
she had visited. 

When the reporter replied 
“Hemingway house”, Carol 
noted she did not know that 
place, but said enthusiastically: 
“You gotta see the cat house!” 

“they’re amazing,” she 
said. AFP

Tourism has crashed but visitors still flock to Hemingway’s Key West house to see the cats. AFP

The colony of six-toed cats are descended a feline given to Hemingway as a present decades ago. AFP
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Harden block clinches series for rockets
JAmes HArDeN’s shoot-

ing touch deserted him, 
but the Houston star 
came up big on the de-

fensive end in the rockets’ 
104-102 series-clinching win 
over Oklahoma City in the 
NbA playoffs on Wednesday.

Harden leapt to block a po-
tential game-winning three-
point attempt by thunder 
rookie Luguentz Dort with 
4.8 seconds remaining as the 
rockets held on through a 
frantic finish to win the best-
of-seven Western Conference 
series four games to three and 
book a second-round show-
down with Lebron James and 
the Los Angeles Lakers.

In a closely contested game, 
Houston took the lead for good, 
103-102, on pJ tucker’s driving 
basket with 1:25 remaining.

the ball changed hands sev-
eral times before the thunder 
got it into the hands of the 
red-hot Dort, whose dream 
night was ended by Harden’s 
big block.

Houston’s robert Coving-
ton drained a free throw with 
1.4 seconds left to make it 
104-102.

then Harden was called for 
a foul on Danilo Gallinari be-
fore the ball was inbounded, 
giving the thunder a free 
throw and the ball.

Gallinari missed from the 
foul line and the thunder 
turned the ball over on the fi-
nal inbounds pass.

“I couldn’t make a shot, 
turning the ball over, just 
everything that was not sup-
posed to happen,” said Hard-
en, the NbA’s leading scorer 

who had just 17 points on 
four-of-15 shooting.

“but I just kept sticking with 
it,” he said. “Defensively I had 
to make a play.”

Covington and eric Gordon 
scored 21 points apiece for 
the rockets. Covington also 
pulled down 10 rebounds and 
russell Westbrook added 20 
points for Houston against 
his former team.

Dort, a 21-year-old un-
drafted Canadian, scored a 

career-best 30 points for the 
thunder and Chris paul, who 
was traded for Westbrook 
prior to the season, added a 
triple-double of 19 points 12 
assists and 11 rebounds for 
Oklahoma City.

Butler seals Heat win
earlier in the NbA’s coro-

navirus quarantine bubble in 
Orlando, Florida, the miami 
Heat went down to the wire 
to take a 2-0 lead over the 

top-seeded milwaukee bucks 
in their eastern Conference 
second-round series.

Jimmy butler, fouled on a 
potential game-winner at the 
buzzer, calmly made two free 
throws to seal a 116-114 victory.

Goran Dragic scored 23 
points – his sixth straight 
playoff game with at least 20 – 
to lead seven Heat players in 
double figures.

A butler turnover resulting in 
a brook Lopez layup saw mil-

waukee close within 111-113 
with 8.5 seconds remaining.

A butler free throw stretched 
the Heat’s lead to 114-111, but 
Dragic was judged to have fouled 
milwaukee’s Khris middleton as 
he attempted a three-pointer 
and middleton made all three 
free-throws to knot the score 
with 4.3 seconds remaining.

butler’s shot as time expired 
missed, but officials said he 
was fouled by Giannis Ante-
tokounmpo and he had his 

chance to win it at the line.
butler said: “I knew I was 

going to make one out of two, 
and that’s all we needed.”

tyler Herro added 17 points, 
Jae Crowder scored 16, bam 
Adebayo 15, butler and Dun-
can robinson contributed 
13 apiece and Kelly Olynyk 
chipped in 11 points for a Heat 
team that led by as many as 13 
in the first half and by nine with 
less than two minutes to play.

reigning NbA most Valu-
able player Antetokounmpo 
scored 29 points and grabbed 
14 rebounds for the bucks 
and middleton added 23.

but the Heat are two wins 
away from reaching the con-
ference finals for the first time 
since 2014 – when James still 
played in miami.

meanwhile the bucks, own-
ers of the best regular-season 
record in the league, are in dan-
ger of a second straight playoff 
disappointment after their 
loss to the toronto raptors in 
a 2019 eastern Conference Fi-
nals series in which milwaukee 
won the first two games.

bucks coach mike buden-
holzer acknowledged he was 
“disappointed” by the touch 
foul called on Antetokoun-
mpo at the buzzer.

He said: “As far as the clock 
was concerned the shot was 
released with time remain-
ing, the foul occurred, I guess, 
some point when he landed.

“We’re going to disagree, 
but we need to shift our at-
tention to game three and get 
prepared for that and under-
stand that’s the most impor-
tant thing right now.” AFP

Djokovic through as pliskova crashes out of Us Open
teNNIs superstar Novak Djok-
ovic overcame an early scare to 
move into the third round of 
the Us Open Wednesday but 
top women’s seed Karolina 
pliskova crashed out in the 
tournament’s first shock.

Djokovic extended an unde-
feated run in 2020 to 25 match-
es as pliskova was stunned in 
straight sets by France’s Caro-
line Garcia, the world No50.

World No1 Djokovic dropped 
the first against britain’s Kyle 
edmund but rallied to progress 
6-7 (5/7), 6-3, 6-4, 6-2 inside a 
subdued, spectator-free Arthur 
Ashe stadium at Flushing 
meadows.

Djokovic said: “I’m really 
glad having an early kind of 
tough match because it kind 
of serves me better I think for 
the rest of the tournament.”

the serbian superstar is 
looking to close the gap on 
roger Federer and rafael Nad-
al, both absent from Flushing 
meadows, in the race for the 
all-time men’s slam singles 
title record.

the 33-year-old – who won an 
eighth Australian Open title in 
February – is on 17, with Nadal 
on 19 and Federer on 20.

pliskova – the 28-year-old 
world No3 from the Czech 
republic – suffered a misera-
ble 1-6, 6-7 exit to a confident 
Garcia who rushed to a 5-0 
lead in the first set.

pliskova said her defeat was 
nothing to do with being elevat-

ed to the top of the draw after a 
host of high-ranking withdraw-
als over coronavirus fears.

“No, zero pressure from this 
for me. this is nothing to do with 
my loss today,” she sniffed.

elsewhere in the men’s draw 
Wednesday, fourth seed ste-

fanos tsitsipas of Greece defeat-
ed American maxime Cressy 7-6 
(7/2), 6-3, 6-4 in his first runout 
on the famous Ashe court.

“It would have been even 
better with fans but getting a 
first taste of what it is was great 
for me,” he said.

earlier fifth seed Alexander 
Zverev defeated Us wildcard 
brandon Nakashima in a far 
from smooth 7-5, 6-7 (8/10), 
6-3, 6-1 win.

the world No7 traded 24 
aces with 10 double faults 
against a player ranked 223 
inside an empty but and humid 
Louis Armstrong stadium to 
move into round three.

“I was sweating through my 
shoes, which is unusual,” said 
Zverev, explaining a footwear 
change during the match. “I 
needed to go from the dry tires 
to the wet tires a little bit.”

belgian seventh seed David 
Goffin also progressed as the 
top seeds continue to domi-
nate at the billie Jean King 
National tennis Center.

- empty tank -
In the women’s draw, 2018 

champion Naomi Osaka sailed 
into the third round, disman-
tling Italy’s Camila Giorgi 6-1, 
6-2 in just 1hr 9min.

sixth seed petra Kvitova van-
quished Kateryna Kozlova of 
Ukraine 7-6 (7/3), 6-2 while 
Germany’s Angelique Kerber 
beat compatriot Anna-Lena 
Friedsam in straight sets.

the 17th seed won 6-3, 7-6 (8/6) 

in one hour 40 minutes inside 
Louis Armstrong stadium.

Also in the women’s event, 
unseeded russian Varvara 
Gracheva dumped out French 
30th seed Kristina mladenovic 
1-6, 7-6 (7/2), 6-0.

mladenovic’s exit came after 
a remarkable collapse. the 
Frenchwoman led 6-1, 5-1 and 
failed to convert four match 
points as Gracheva came roar-
ing back to win.

“I just collapsed,” a gloomy 
mladenovic said afterwards. “I 
had nothing left in the tank.”

the Us Open is taking place 
in a spectator-free bubble, 
resulting in a staid atmosphere 
in contrast with the usual fre-
netic energy that pervades the 
grounds of the tennis center 
during Open week.

Game-winning points are 
being met with the odd clap 
from coaches and admiring 
glances from rival players 
watching from their own per-
sonal suites in Arthur Ashes.

Crowd noise is piped-in 
between sets while images of 
spectators cheering from their 
sofas at home are shown on 
“fan cams” around the Arthur 
Ashe court. AFP

Houston’s James Harden blocked a game-winning three-point attempt in the final seconds against Oklahoma City in game seven. Getty ImaGes/aFP

Top seed Karolina Pliskova was stunned in straight sets by France’s Caroline Garcia, the world No50. aFP
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