
AN INEPENDENT inquiry ordered 
by Thai Prime Minister Prayut Chan-
o-cha has concluded that corrup-
tion and conspiracy by investigators 
likely helped Vorayuth “Boss” Yoov-
idhya escape charges over a fatal 
hit-and-run crash in 2012.

Prayut, whose administration 
has long enjoyed close alliances 
with the kingdom’s billionaire 
clans, on Tuesday said the Red Bull 
case cast doubt on the country’s 
legal and criminal systems.

“There were policemen, attor-
ney generals and people in poli-
tics involved,” he said, promising 
“legal and ethics actions” would 
be taken against the (at least) 10 
individuals implicated in the re-
port handed to him by the Vicha 
Mahakun-led inquiry.

The prime minister also told the 
press that a fact-finding panel would 
be set up to investigate five points 
highlighted by Vicha’s panel. Vicha 
is a former head of the National An-
ti-Corruption Commission (NACC) 
and is the current dean of Rangsit 
University’s Faculty of Law.

The report said Vicha confirmed 
widespread suspicion that the 
case had been tainted by corrup-
tion and a conspiracy to get Red 
Bull scion Vorayuth off the hook.

“Evidence clearly indicates that in-
vestigators did not work profession-
ally since some allegations were left 
out of the case report,” said Vicha.

The inquiry discovered that  
police took about six months
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Social rice field feeds Siem 
Reap poor amid pandemic
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Niem Chheng

K
AING Guek Eav alias Duch, 
the former chief of the Khmer 
Rouge S-21 Tuol Sleng secu-
rity centre, died of chronic 

bronchitis at the Khmer-Soviet Friend-
ship Hospital in Phnom Penh just after 
midnight on Wednesday. He was 78.

Duch’s body was cremated at the 
Chak Angre Krom pagoda in the 
capital’s Meanchey district and his 

ashes were given to relatives.
The Extraordinary Chambers in 

the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) said 
Duch was placed in detention by the 
Cambodian Military Court between 
1999 and 2007 before being detained 
by the ECCC on July 31, 2007.

In July 2010, the ECCC’s Trial 
Chamber sentenced Duch to 35 
years in prison on charges of crimes 
against humanity and grave breaches 
of the 1949 Geneva Convention. But 

in 2012, the Supreme Court Chamber 
reversed the sentence and gave him 
life imprisonment.

During his time overseeing the S-21 
security centre, no fewer than 12,272 
people were killed, the ECCC said.

After about a year at the ECCC’s de-
tention centre, Duch was transferred 
to the Kandal provincial prison to 
serve the remainder of his sentence.

A Kandal Provincial Court press 
release said: “While serving his sen-

tence in the Kandal prison, convict 
Kaing Guek Eav, alias Duch, was in 
a weak condition. At 78, his health 
was in critical condition due to many 
chronic health problems.”

Duch had been sent to hospital 
three times before his death. He was 
transferred to the Chey Chumneah 
Referral Hospital in Kandal province 
in 2018 for shortness of breath. Later

Teacher-turned-torturer 
Duch passes away at 78
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Sokha urges drop of all charges
Niem Chheng

FORMER opposition leader 
Kem Sokha on Wednesday 
reiterated his call for the court 
to drop all charges against 
him. The call came as he 
marked three years since his 
arrest on a treason charge.

However, Ministry of Jus-
tice officials said the court 
can only make a decision 

based on facts, the law, wit-
nesses and evidence.

In his Facebook post, 
Sokha said the ongoing case 
costs him freedom and 
rights in politics, and oppor-
tunities to serve the people 
and nation.

He said Cambodia needs 
to take positive steps rather 
than suspect negativity at a 
time when the world is fac-

ing the Covid-19 pandemic 
and economic crisis.

“Under these circum-
stances,  Cambodians 
should have the spirit of 
national reconciliation and 
unity. I should also have full 
rights and freedom to be 
able to serve the nation and 
the Cambodian people.

“I can contribute to find-
ing solutions to the most 

important challenges, 
including the livelihoods of 
Khmer citizens which have 
been affected by the global 
economic crisis,” he said.

Sokha claimed there is no 
specific and sufficient evi-
dence against him and it is 
clear he has no intention of 
committing or supporting

ContInueD – page 11

Corruption, 
conspiracy 
alleged in 
Redbull case

Reminder
the phnom penh Municipal Hall formally inaugurated a statue of a woman cradling her child in her arms at the Choeung 
ek genocidal Centre on tuesday to show the bitter history of the Khmer Rouge regime. PHNOM PENH MUNICIPAL HALL
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that year, he was hospitalised 
again for kidney disease. Last 
year, he was admitted to the 
Khmer-Soviet Friendship Hos-
pital with swollen legs.

Prior to joining the Khmer 
Rouge, Duch excelled as a 
mathematician. He received 
his baccalaureate degree at 
the prestigious Lycee Sisowath 
in Phnom Penh and taught 
mathematics at a school in 
Kampong Cham province.

Chum Mey, an S-21 survi-
vor, told The Post on Wednes-
day that he was not bothered 
by Duch’s death as he had al-
ready been sentenced to life 
imprisonment. However, Mey 
said Duch should have been 
brought out to see Cambo-
dia’s development and com-
pare it to the Khmer Rouge’s 
reign of terror.

“If I had it my way, I would 
bring him [around] on a vehi-
cle and let him visit the Royal 
Palace, along the riverside 
and bridges to see the devel-
opment. The government has 

tried hard to make the coun-
try blossom.

“We should have let him see 
how Cambodia has developed 
before he died. During his time, 
there were no schools, over-
passes, underground bridges, 
or skyscrapers.

“His death is a reminder to 
all of us that if you commit 
crimes against humanity, you 
will be punished until you 
die,” he said.

Documentation Centre of 
Cambodia (DC-Cam) execu-
tive director Youk Chhang 
said: “He died on the first day 
of Pchum Ben and this will 
bring us together, perhaps to 
remember his many victims 
as well.”

The ECCC’s National Co-
Prosecutor also issued a press 
statement on Wednesday 
confirming Duch’s death.

“Today, the National Co-
Prosecutor notifies that Kaing 
Guek Eav, alias Duch, passed 
away . . . The investigation into 
the cause of Duch’s death is 
under the responsibility of the 
national authorities,” it said.
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Mom Kunthear

THE owner of the River Grass 
restaurant in Kampong Cham 
province has been asked to dis-
mantle an artificial statue of the 
Nokor Bachey Temple’s tower 
that was made of foam and dif-
fered from the original design.

The request came from the 
provincial Department of 
Culture and Fine Arts and the 
owner did not object.

Culture and Fine Arts direc-
tor Soeung Phearum told The 
Post on Wednesday his depart-
ment, along with the provin-
cial tourism department and 
the heritage police inspected 
the model before deciding it 
should be taken down.

Phearum said the artificial 
statue had a different shape 
from the original Khmer style 
and was divided into two parts.

For this reason, restaurant 
owner Peng Chhun was asked 
to cooperate to protect, pre-
serve and promote the na-
tional cultural heritage. He was 
asked to completely dismantle 

the piece within three days.
“I have told him to disman-

tle this artificial tower from 
September 1 to 3. I will inspect 
the place again. The restau-
rant owner agreed to disman-
tle it and intends to put a new 
statue in its place that is not 
related to Khmer heritage.

“The Department of Culture 
and Fine Arts is all praise for the 
River Grass restaurant, but what 
is inappropriate and ugly is the 
splitting of the Nokor Bachey 

temple’s tower into two.
“Nokor Bachey is the na-

tional soul and Khmer culture 
that the Cambodian govern-
ment is taking care of, but he 
didn’t learn completely about 
it and made it different from 
the original form of the tem-
ple,” Phearum said.

River Grass has created a vari-
ety of creative images for display 
and for guests to visit and take 
pictures. The restaurant is locat-
ed in Village 2, Veal Vong com-

mune, Kampong Cham town, 
Kampong Cham province.

Chhun told The Post on 
Wednesday that he was look-
ing for a new statue to replace 
it as he didn’t want to have 
any problems. He only wants 
to see visitors happy.

“I have regrets because of 
the different interpretations, 
and my place is a small private 
place that I like to decorate to 
please myself and make oth-
ers happy too,” Chhun said.

Long Kimmarita

THE Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sport and Smart 
Axiata on Monday announced 
the launch of its “Smart 1,000 
Grade 12 Video Collection” 
with support from the Smart 
Axiata $1 million Covid-19 re-
lief fund.

A joint press release said 
the programme will be a great 
resource for this year’s 12th 
graders as well as future high 
school seniors. It said the relief 
fund has added great value to 
the long-standing collabora-
tion and partnership between 
Smart Axiata, the ministry and 
the Open Institute.

“So far, more than 400 vid-
eos have been produced. 
While more videos are being 
created for the collection, the 
ministry will begin launching 
the videos simultaneously in 
a more structured manner. 

“The materials will be pre-
sented on the ministry’s social 
media channels, including Fa-
cebook and YouTube. They will 
also be broadcast on Educa-
tional Television Khmer (TVK 
2),” the press release said.

Minister Hang Choun Naron 
said Smart Axiata’s relief fund is 
a great assistance to the minis-
try’s efforts in supporting Cam-
bodia’s educational system 
through digital technology.

“The new initiative focuses 
on Grade 12 since students 
attending the last year of high 
school need to prepare for 
their final examinations and 
later proceed with their uni-
versity applications,” he said.

Through this fund, he said 
the ministry and the Open In-
stitute have set up two fully-
equipped studios for online 
video production for Grade 

12 students. The aim is to en-
able them to pursue distance 
learning to prepare for their 
graduation examinations.

Smart Axiata’s CEO Thomas 
Hundt said the company want-
ed to ensure that school closures 
wouldn’t get in the way of Cam-
bodian students’ education.

Smart Axiata, he said, had 
always been committed to 
supporting the education 
sector in Cambodia. 

“We believe in the power of 
partnerships and collabora-
tions. Thus, Smart Axiata’s $1 
million Covid-19 relief fund 
has been launched to support 
the government’s efforts and 
help communities impacted 
by the global public health 
crisis,” Hundt said.

The Open Institute’s execu-
tive director Javier Sola said 
the financial support received 
from the fund enabled them 
to quickly put together two 
modern recording studios 
that are soundproofed and 
equipped with smartboards, 
audio equipment and high-
definition cameras.

“With the two studios now 
operating at maximum effi-
ciency, we are able to produce 
80 videos per week. A dedicated 
quality assurance team works 
closely to guarantee all record-
ed videos are up to the minis-
try’s standards and acceptable 
for broadcast,” Sola said.

The press release said the 
relief fund targets initiatives 
based on four focus areas 
– ICT for education, crisis 
management, social distanc-
ing and personal hygiene.

Partnerships between pri-
vate and public entities are 
encouraged to submit pro-
posals to the relief fund for up 
to $200,000 each.Restaurant 

to remove 
‘offensive’ 
temple copy

‘Duch should have seen 
country’s development’

Free instruction 
videos released 
for 12th graders

New programme set to track, 
manage One Window service
Long Kimmarita

T
HE Ministry of Inte-
rior announced it has 
put in place an infor-
mation programme 

for managing one window 
service requests starting this 
month.

The programme will make 
it easier for citizens to moni-
tor service requests at each 
stage on their phones. 

One window service offices 
– one-stop shopping for ad-
ministrative tasks – are meant 
to promote public service by 
bringing services closer to the 
people in a simple, transpar-
ent, accountable and efficient 
way, all in one location.

Minister of Interior Sar 
Kheng sent a letter to capital 
and provincial governors on 
August 28 stating the pro-
posal is meant to modernise 
administrative service provi-
sion at the one window ser-
vice offices.

The ministry set up the 
information programme as 
a tool for recording data in-
cluding service numbers, ser-
vice incomes and monitoring 
service requests.

“Citizens can check the 
timing for the approval of 
their service requests at each 
stage on their phones. The 
information programme is 
completely developed.

“The programme was test-
ed and training has already 
been provided by the senior 
leadership and staff on how 
to use the programme,” the 
ministry said. 

To guarantee effectiveness 
of using the programme, the 

ministry instructed capital and 
provincial administrations to 
formally put the programme 
into use from September 1.

The administrations have 
to give support for material 
and equipment installation, 
preparing networks, connect-
ing high-speed internet, and 
preparing one computer for 
front-line and back-line staff 
according to their skill.

“Capital and provincial gov-
ernors have to hold meetings 
to introduce the programme 
to specialist departments and 
units,” Sar Kheng said.

Banteay Meanchey pro-

vincial governor Um Reatrey 
told The Post on Wednesday 
his province is already using 
the technology.

He said because the pro-
gramme is new, there is ongo-
ing training from specialists 
and information is available 
for residents.

“It is important that the on-
line system connects window 
service communications to 
the national level. Citizens 
can follow their information 
quickly in real-time,” he said.

Cambodian Institute for 
Democracy president Pa 
Chanroeun said putting the 

programme into use reduces 
headaches for citizens and 
saves trouble, including time 
and money.

He expressed hope the 
Ministry of Interior will make 
educational videos so region-
al residents learn about it and 
know how to use the service.

“When it comes to user 
safety and privacy it remains 
limited. Awareness of us-
ing these systems is low and 
people still don’t know about 
techniques for protecting 
their information. It is nec-
essary awareness is raised,” 
he said.

Banteay Meanchey provincial governor Um Reatrey said because the programme is new, there is ongoing 
training from specialists and information is available for residents in his province. hean rangsey

The artificial statue of the Nokor Bachey Temple’s tower at the restaurant in Kampong Cham province was 
made of foam and differed from the original design. yousos apdoulrashim
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Khorn Savi

t
He UN Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) offices in 
Cambodia and countries in 
the Asia-pacific region par-

ticipated in a four-day virtual confer-
ence recently to respond to the “twin 
pandemics” of Covid-19 and hunger 
facing the region.

Dealing with Covid-19 has led to 
setbacks in the fight to end hunger 
and malnutrition, the FAO said.

In a press release, it said the Asia-
pacific region is home to more than 
half of the world’s undernourished 
citizens, and partly due to Covid-
19, the number of hungry people in 
southern Asia is projected to rise by 
nearly a third to 330 million by 2030.

According to the UN’s sustainable 
Development Goals, 2030 is also the 
deadline set by the global commu-
nity to eliminate hunger and malnu-
trition in all its forms.

the press release said government 
representatives from Cambodia and 
45 FAO member nations in Asia and 
the pacific held the four-day virtual 
conference to examine the region’s 
food security, with a particular em-
phasis on implications linked to the 
spread of the coronavirus.

FAO regional representative for Asia 
and the pacific Jong-Jin Kim said the 
virtual conference brought together 
people to chart a true course of ac-
tion that would benefit all.

“We must come to terms with what 
is before us and recognise that the 
world and our region has changed.

“We must find new ways to move for-
ward and ensure sustainable food secu-
rity in the face of these twin pandemics, 
as well as prepare for threats that can 
and will evolve in the future,” he said.

minister of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries Veng sakhon said 
through the virtual conference 

that agriculture was the backbone 
of Cambodia’s economic develop-
ment, as it contributed 20.8 per cent 
to the GDp in 2019.

He said Cambodia’s poverty rate 
decreased from 53 per cent in 2004 
to 13.5 per cent in 2014. It’s now ex-
pected to be below 10 per cent.

more than 60 per cent of the poverty 
alleviation from 2007-2011 was a result 
of positive developments in agriculture.

However, Cambodia is still confront-
ing critical issues. Workers have been 
leaving the agriculture sector to find 
new opportunities in urban areas.

the decline in agricultural labour 
emphasises the need to mechan-
ise agriculture, to find solutions to 
water and irrigation issues, and im-

prove infrastructure to ensure an in-
crease in production, sakhon said.

“Access to markets also remains a 
major issue for small farmers. there 
is a crucial need to create a better 
business environment for farmers 
through mutually beneficial contract 
farming and better market informa-
tion services, in addition to agricul-
tural market facilitation,” he said.

A 2019 Cambodian government re-
port said that the Kingdom had a work-
force of roughly 10 million. Of the num-
ber, the agricultural sector consisted of 
more than four million people.

the Asian Development bank 
(ADb) predicted that the impact of 
the global Covid-19 pandemic on the 
economy is pushing large numbers 

of Cambodians into poverty and an 
estimated 390,000 of them will lose 
their jobs this year.

but the government announced 
that Cambodia had sufficient food 
and ensured that it will not let any 
citizen die of starvation.

the government also announced 
that it had implemented the cash 
handout programme to help poor 
people during the crisis.

It encouraged people who lost 
their jobs to resort to agricultural 
occupations to help the economy of 
families and the nation.

Hopefully, agricultural occupa-
tions will boost exports and reduce 
the import of vegetables, fish and 
meats, the government said.

The number of hungry people in Southern Asia is projected to rise by nearly a third to 330 million by 2030. hENG ChIVOAN

UN talks review Covid, hunger risks
Continued from page 1

any acts that harm the national interest.
He said national and international 

leaders, as well as the judges, under-
stand and recognise he has no intention 
of committing or supporting violence.

“based on this consciousness and 
the spirit of national reconciliation 
and unity, I request the court to con-
sider dropping the charges against 
me and grant me full freedom so that 
I can continue to serve the nation and 
Khmer people under the umbrella of 
the Constitution,” he said.

ministry of Justice spokesman Chin 
malin said sokha has the right to ask 
the court to drop the charges, but the 
decision rests with the court which 
will rule on the case based on facts.

“this request is his right, but he has 
to go through further proceedings 
and show a solid foundation for the 
charges to be dropped. this keeps to 
legal procedure,” he said.

sokha’s trial on “conspiracy with for-
eigners” has been temporarily sus-
pended by the phnom penh municipal 
Court since march due to Covid-19.

His lawyer Chan Chen said on 
Wednesday that so far nothing has 
changed with the court continuing to 
suspend the trial.

Court spokesman Kuch Kimlong 
could not be reached for comment 
on Wednesday.

political analyst em sovannara said 
sokha wanted to commemorate his 
arrest and gauge public opinion. He 
claimed that sokha recently visited the 
provinces to assess the limitation on 
his freedom in politics.

“His Facebook post cannot prompt the 
court to drop the charges against him 
because it has no effect either on the court 
or the ruling party. the ruling party wants 
only weak opponents,” he said.

man’s land re-claimed at historic site

Decision rests 
exclusively in 
hands of court

mine blast injures 
two in preah Vihear

Soth Koemsoeun

tHe Apsara National Author-
ity (ANA) and the siem reap 
provincial administration re-
moved a structure belonging to 
Khun sokhorn on tuesday be-
cause they said it encroached 
on the trapaing He phka ar-
chaeological site in siem reap 
town’s Chreav commune.

sokhorn claimed the land 
was passed down by his an-
cestors.

ANA spokesman Long Kosal 
said on Wednesday that sok-
horn’s construction included 
a fence, a toilet, a palapa 
structure and some fruit trees. 
Kosal said these structures 
were illegal because they were 
built at the historical site.

Kosal said the ANA had to 
remove sokhorn’s structures 
once before, in November 
2019, but he re-built them. 

“We are sticking to our 
stance. the ANA is against all 
activities related to encroach-
ing on archaeological sites that 
are state property. We must 
protect them. Khun sokhorn 
committed the act twice al-
ready and it badly affected our 
national heritage,” he said.

siem reap administration 
representative Hai Yung took 
part in removing the construc-
tion and said the ANA plans 
to develop trapaing He phka 
soon to enhance its value.

“through the plan, the trapa-

ing He phka pond will be reno-
vated to create a water source 
for villagers. town authorities 
received permission from the 
ANA to complete this project.

trapaing He phka site is 
350m by 170m and includes a 
dam measuring about 40m to 
60m. the pond existed since 
the Angkor era. people lived at 
the site as it contains ancient 
pottery pieces scattered there.

“there is a brick temple 
called He phka temple at the 
southern end of the pond. He 
said it was a very sacred place 

for people who lived there.
“Individuals have to be re-

sponsible under the law for 
any destruction that affected 
cultural property,” he said.

sokhorn maintained that 
the land was passed down 
by his ancestors. In 2016, the 
ANA claimed that it was lo-
cated in Angkor Archaeologi-
cal park and required that he 
transfer it back to the ANA.

In 2019, he agreed to give 
the land back and remove 
constructions by himself by 
september 9. but he said the 

ANA used tractors to destroy 
his palapa, toilet and fruit 
trees before the set date.

“I said I would remove the 
fruit trees by myself, but the 
authorities destroyed them. 
It is very unjust. I call on the 
ANA to enforce the law trans-
parently because there are 
100 more families in the area.

“they have to enforce the 
law on them as they did to me. 
Why did they only enforce the 
law on me, but not on others? 
the ANA must practise the 
law transparently,” he said.

Khouth Sophak Chakrya 

tWO farmers were injured on 
tuesday when they drove a 
tiller over a landmine that ex-
ploded in Choam Ksan district’s 
sra em commune, in preah Vi-
hear province, said commune 
officials.

Commune chief prak phy 
identified the victims as thi 
thea, 21, and his relative so pov, 
36. thea sustained injuries to 
his left temple after he was hit 
by debris from the explosion. 
pov sustained a minor injury.

“both suspects are being hos-
pitalised at Choam Ksan district 
referral hospital,” said phy

He said the victims are con-
struction workers and farm-

ers. they were delivering sand 
to bos sbov pagoda to build 
a stupa for their client when 
the incident occurred.

provincial deputy chief 
of the 6th mine Action Unit 
Cheng seng Khim ordered ex-
perts to investigate the loca-
tion on Wednesday. A tm46 
type mine was found 16 me-
tres from the site of the explo-
sion. It was confiscated to be 
destroyed at a later date.

“meanwhile, our team is fur-
ther investigating the location 
to prepare to remove mines and 
unexploded ordnances,” he said.

two years ago, two citizens 
died and one sustained injuries 
in the same area due to mine 
explosions, said authorities.

The ANA and the Siem Reap provincial administration removed a structure belonging to Khun Sokhorn that 
purportedly encroached on the Trapaing He Phka archaeological site. ANA

Two farmers were injured when they drove a tiller over a landmine that 
exploded. CMAC



Drug-addicted 
man nabbed for 
rape, murder 
of 14-year-old

PHNOM Penh police nabbed a man 
suspected of raping and murder-
ing a 14-year-old girl on Tuesday.

The police grabbed him as he was 
getting into a taxi to flee to his hometown 
in Ratanakkiri province, according to the 
Ministry of Interior crime department. 

Deputy crime department chief Cheav 
Vibol told The Post on Wednesday that 
the suspect, Lach Chantha, 25, lived in 
a rented house in group 2, Chrey Korng 
village, In Por Sen Chey district’s Chaom 
Chao II commune, Phnom Penh, and was 
born in Ratanakkiri Province.

Vibol said the girl was murdered in a 
rented room there. “The victim’s nude 
body with her throat cut was found by 
her relatives,” Vibol said, adding that the 
autopsy report revealed she was raped 
before being murdered.

Police forces from Phnom Penh, and 
Kandal and Kampong Speu provinces 
searched for the suspect before making 
the arrest under Ly Yong Phat Bridge in 
Kandal village, in the capital’s Prek Pnov 
commune-district.

According to the suspect’s confession, 
before committing the rape and killing 
of the girl, he had drunk rice wine mixed 
with orange juice and ecstasy pills. When 
he was drunk and walked by the room, he 
saw the girl alone. He entered, raped her 
and then used a sharp knife to commit 
the murder, Vibol said.

The suspect tested positive for drugs. 
Police are interrogating him and gather-
ing additional evidence. 

The victim’s mother, Chan Sreymon told 
The Post that she is preparing the funeral 
ceremony. “I would like to request the police 
to send him to court to be sentenced to life in 
prison,” she said. Khouth SophaK ChaKrya
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social rice field feeds siem reap poor
Voun Dara

O
FFICIALs in ban-
teay srei have 
started harvesting 
rice from a “social 

rice field” for distribution to 
nearly 2,000 poor families 
affected by Covid-19.

the harvest is the first af-
ter the rice was cultivated for 
nearly four months on 40ha. 

banteay srei district gov-
ernor Khim Finan told The 
Post on tuesday that the rice 
yield is about 100 tonnes, 
according to officials. each 
hectare can yield from three 
to 3.5 tonnes of rice.

“this social rice field is 
meant to produce rice for dis-
tribution to poor people af-
fected by the Covid-19 crisis 
under the framework of poor1 
and poor2,” Finan said.

the district governor said 
the cooperative rice field will 
provide rice to the landown-
ers and the remaining rice 
will be distributed to the 
poor. the programme is sup-
ported by various charities.

“We get rice seeds from 
the provincial Department 
of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries, and fertiliser from 
charities. We have volun-
teers to help plant and har-
vest the rice,” Finan said. 

He said good rice yields 
raised the hopes of the “so-
cial rice field” project team 
after nearly four months of 
hard work.

With the help of generous 

people, he said the district ad-
ministration will continue to 
work the social rice field in the 
second round after harvest.

“the team will prepare to 
harvest rice on the 40ha of 
land in stages because the 
first planting did not coincide 
with the rest. but the harvest 
will be completed in just two 

weeks and then we will mill 
the rice and distribute it to 
the people,” Finan said.

preah Dak village chief 
Loek Vun said villagers had 
voluntarily shared farmland 
with authorities.

“In the past, there was 
never community rice culti-
vation to help the poor like 

this. the people are happy to 
participate with the district 
governor. they share some 
of their lands and leave some 
for themselves,” Vun said.

siem reap provincial Ad-
hoc investigator sous Narin 
praised the activities of the 
banteay srei district gover-
nor. He said the project will 

contribute to poverty reduc-
tion in the community

“Districts in siem reap 
province have never had such 
activity in the past. If all 11 dis-
tricts and one town in siem 
reap province act like banteay 
srei district, it can reduce pov-
erty and make people trust the 
authorities,” Narin said.

Banteay Srei district governor Khim Finan (centre) said each hectare can yield from three to 3.5 tonnes of rice. Supplied



Mom Kunthear

THE Phnom Penh Municipal 
Hall formally inaugurated a 
statue of a woman cradling her 
child in her arms at the Choeung 
Ek Genocidal Centre on Tuesday 
to show the bitter history of the 
Khmer Rouge regime.

The statue serves to remem-
ber the historic truth of the bit-
ter genocide under the Khmer 
Rouge regime from 1975-1979, 
which separated families.

Phnom Penh municipal gov-
ernor Khuong Sreng attended 
the inauguration ceremony 
and said although Cambodians 
now lived in harmony under 
the light of peace and develop-
ment, they must remember the 
painful and dark past too.

“We must remember and never 

forget. We must teach the young-
er generation to learn about the 
horrifying regime so such a brutal 
regime never returns to our soci-
ety again,” he said.

The unveiling of the statue 
coincides with the 15-day 
Pchum Ben festival at pagodas 
in towns and the countryside. 
Pchum Ben is a Buddhist cel-
ebration dedicated to ances-
tors and departed relatives.

The statue is made from cop-
per and weighs nearly 1,000kg. 
It is 3.22m high, 1.3m wide and 
costs more than $40,000. It took 
six months to fabricate.

An inscription on the statue 
in Khmer and English reads: 
“Never forget about crimes in 
the Democratic Kampuchea 
regime from 17-04-1975 to 
06-01-1979.”

Voun Dara

P
RIVATE schools agreed 
with the Ministry of 
Education, Youth and 
Sport to reopen cam-

puses last Tuesday in the sec-
ond phase after they were 
advised to ensure proper safe-
ty standards were in place.

Cambodian Higher Educa-
tion Association chairman Heng 
Vanda told The Post on Wednes-
day that after the meeting with 
owners of private institutions, 
who are members of his asso-

ciation, all agreed to follow the 
ministry’s advice on reopening 
schools and following standard 
measures to prevent the spread 
of Covid-19.

“What we wanted to clarify 
with the ministry was dis-
tance in the classroom. Some 
classes are small and some 
are big. What is the standard 
distance? How many stu-
dents in each class?

“The specific answer from 
the ministry is clear and the 
maximum number of stu-
dents in each class is 25 re-

gardless of the size,” he said. 
School vans will no longer 

transport students like be-
fore and canteens are to be 
closed, said Vanda. 

On September 1, Minis-
ter Hang Chuon Naron an-
nounced that private schools 
have to follow a standard op-
erating procedure (SOP).

“For keeping distance in 
schools, tables and seats must 
be 1.5m apart. Each class 
must not have more than 25 
students,” Chuon Naron said.

To reopen, private schools 

have to request an applica-
tion and allow teams from the 
ministry to check schools.

They have to sign a Memo-
randum of Understanding 
(MOU) with the ministry about 
reopening in the second stage. 
The ministry will then release 
a permission letter for opera-
tion, Chuon Naron said.

Ministry spokesman Ros Sove-
acha said it is thankful to all in-
stitutions for their cooperation. 

There are 1,426 private 
schools (kindergarten to grade 
12) in the Kingdom, he said.
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Cambodian Higher Education Association chairman Heng Vanda says school vans will no longer transport students and canteens are to be closed. chea

The statue serves to remember the historic truth of the bitter genocide 
under the Khmer Rouge regime from 1975-1979. Municipal hall

Schools reopen in stage two

Factory workers demand 
reinstatement of unionists

Municipal hall unveils 
statue commemorating 
Khmer Rouge victims

Khorn Savi

A GROUP of 385 factory work-
ers employed at Pactics (Cam-
bodia) Co Ltd in Siem Reap 
town’s Svay Dangkum com-
mune submitted a petition to 
the Ministry of Labour and 
Vocat iona l Training on 
Wednesday, asking that two 
sacked trade union repre-
sentatives be reinstated. 

On August 28, 385 of the com-
pany’s 400 workers gathered to 
protest at the factory and demand 
that trade union leader Meth Rat 
and trade union activist Peng 
Teav be reinstated and paid back 
wages from the day they were 
stopped from working.

Rat, the leader of the inde-
pendent solidarity union at 
Pactics, told The Post on 
Wednesday that protests had 
continued. He confirmed that 
the protesters submitted a 
petition to Minister of Labour 
Ith Sam Heng.

“We still go on strike and 
submit the petition pressing 
for a quicker solution to [the 
protests],” he said.

He said the reason he and 
Teav were fired on June 6 was 
that he had shared informa-
tion about the suspension of 
workers at the factory on 
August 28 via the Workers 
Trade Union Federation.

He said the company fired 
80 night-shift workers and 
they had asked him to request 
that the company suspend 
them instead.

“During the Covid-19 pan-
demic, we demand that workers 
not be fired and the company 
to suspend their work [instead]. 
But the company decided to 
stop them [from working] per-
manently,” he said.

Factory administration head 
Thim Thavy said the dismissal 
of the two union representa-
tives occurred because they 
had acted against the com-
pany’s internal regulations.

She said Rat abused workers 
and Rat and Teav had leaked 
internal company matters to 
outside trade unions. This 

resulted in a complaint against 
the company brought to the 
Ministry of Labour.

She said the two shared 
internal matters on social 
media. The Department of 
Labour in Siem Reap province 
has yet to summon the com-
pany for clarification.

“They intended to damage 
the company’s reputation by 
posting comments in English 
and Khmer, as our company 
has clients abroad. They said 
the company implements pro-
cedures wrongly by suspend-
ing employees.

“We didn’t stop them because 
of discrimination. The com-

pany follows rules equally for 
all,” she said.

Thavy said the workers were 
protesting without under-
standing the situation and said 
they were incited to do so.

The company, she said, would 
not accept the two representa-
tives back because it would 
render the company’s internal 
regulations ineffective.

The workers demanded three 
things from the factory – their 
representatives be reinstated, a 
basic $190 wage as announced 
by the ministry, and pre-2019 
seniority indemnity payments.

The factory’s owners decided 
to accept the second and third 
demands.

Im Chamroeun, the deputy 
head of the provincial Depart-
ment of Labour could not be 
reached for comment on 
Wednesday.

Chan Vorny who joined the 
protests said they demanded 
the reinstatement of the two 
representatives because the 
factory dismissed them for 
unclear reasons.

She said Rat would jokingly 
touch the hands and legs of 
female workers, but they didn’t 
mind and never filed a com-
plaint.

During the covid-19 pandemic, 
we demand that workers not be 

fired and the company to 
suspend their work [instead]



Hin Pisei

U
S ambaSSador 
to Cambodia Pat-
rick murphy on 
Tuesday paid a 

visit to Kampong Speu prov-
ince to witness its potential 
and to strengthen coopera-
tion with provincial authori-
ties, the provincial adminis-
tration said.

Expectations are high that 
the visit will serve as a catalyst 
for attracting more US and 
foreign investors to the south-
western province, it said.

murphy was pleased to 
see provincial development, 
highlighting the bustling 
factories that have generat-
ed tens of thousands of jobs 
for locals and comply with 
the Kingdom’s labour laws, 
it added.

Provincial governor Vei 
Samnang, who met with 
murphy, told The Post on 
Wednesday that the prov-
ince’s strategic geographical 
location, affordability and 

labour-law compliant fac-
tories have led to a steady 
growth in investment flow.

Through good commu-
nication with US embassy 
management, he said more 
US and foreign investors are 
bound to set up factories in 
the province.

He said: “The US ambas-
sador expressed a keen in-
terest in [developing] the 
provincial economic sector, 
and especially [promoting] 
the good labour conditions 
that act as driving forces for 
factory [owners] to invest in 
the province.”

There are currently 43 
factories operating in the 
province that make goods 
for export to the US market, 
he said.

US embassy representa-
tive Chad roedemeier told 
The Post that murphy was 
“delighted” to meet Sam-
nang and discuss US invest-
ment in the province.

He said the US is “Cambo-
dia’s largest export market, 

and exports to the United 
States totalled $5.4 billion 
last year. Tens of millions of 
dollars’ worth of products 
came from Kampong Speu, 
from factories employing 
thousands of Cambodian 
workers.

“We see increasing num-
bers of US investors look-
ing at Cambodia in sectors 
like energy, manufacturing, 
technology and healthcare.

“as Cambodia improves its 
investment climate – lower-
ing logistics costs, reducing 
corruption, and increasing 
transparency – we expect 
even greater numbers of 

high-quality US companies 
to invest in the Kingdom,” 
he said.

as of the beginning of July, 
there are 161 large factories 
across the province that em-
ploy a total of 120,734 peo-
ple, he said. of these, 143 are 
in operation, while 18 are 
under construction.

There are currently 1,508 
small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SmEs) and cot-
tage industries employing 
13,395 people, he added.

Cambodian exports to the 
US market rose 23.05 per 
cent to $2.75 billion in the 
first half of this year from 

$2.24 billion in the same pe-
riod last year, data from the 
US Census bureau showed.

The Kingdom imported 
$144.6 million worth of 
goods in the six months 
ended June 30, slipping 
45.43 per cent on a yearly 
basis from $265 million.

according to National 
bank of Cambodia, the US 
accounted for $10.9 billion 
(or 29 per cent) of Cambo-
dian exports from January-
September last year. The 
Kingdom accounted for just 
two per cent of US exports 
during the period, worth 
$16.5 million.

Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,320 17,380 17,400 17,320

2 GTI 3,500 (SQ) - 3,500 3,500

3 PAS 14,500 14,200 14,700 14,200

4 PEPC 3,280 3,270 3,280 3,200

5 PPAP 11,680 11,680 11,680 11,680

6 PPSP 2,300 2,300 2,300 2,300

7 PWSA 6,080 6,080 6,080 6,080

Date: September 2, 2020
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USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,104 1.3070 6.8245 106.14 4.1460 1.3615 31.25 0.7348 1.1864 1.3349

K Speu, US 
vow stronger 
investment 
cooperation

Consumer Protection Law breeds optimism
Thou Vireak

SENIor government officials and 
development partners are optimistic 
that the recently enacted Consumer 
Protection Law will instil stronger 
consumer confidence and lure more 
investors to Cambodia.

Speaking at a workshop on Wednes-
day accompanying the publication 
of national reports Consumer Aware-
ness in Cambodian and ASEAN Con-
sumer Protection Project, minister of 
Commerce Pan Sorasak said the law 
will provide the Kingdom’s consum-
ers with additional safeguards and 
promote fair and healthy competi-
tion.

The law sets forth rules and mech-
anisms that will contribute to ensur-
ing a fair business environment that 
is built on a foundation of trust 

between consumers and traders 
where consumer rights and interests 
are well-protected, he added.

“Consumer protection in the King-
dom of Cambodia is a new and rela-
tively young topic compared to other 
countries in the region, so it is a laud-
able initiative to start implementing 
the new law to protect consumers,” 
Sorasak said.

also present at the workshop was 
dr Gunter W riethmacher, German 
international development organisa-
tion deutsche Gesellschaft fur Inter-
nationale Zusammenarbeit’s (GIZ’s) 
country director for Cambodia.

He said GIZ has been working with 
the ministry for nearly a decade 
implementing initiatives under the 
regional “aSEaN helps aSEaN” 
approach and learning from experi-
ence and good practice.

He said the “Consumer Protection 
in aSEaN” project strives to strength-
en national consumer protection 
systems in Cambodia and other 
select aSEaN member states.

He noted that the project’s provi-
sions include technical assistance to 
strengthen regional dialogue and 
cooperation; institutional and legal 
framework development; and dis-
pute mitigation and resolution.

“Effective consumer protection is 
essential in creating a conducive and 
competitive business environment. 
It serves to counter fraudulent or 
unfair trade practices, which is criti-
cal in the face of increased cross-
border and online transactions.

“at the same time, it helps guaran-
tee and enforce basic consumer 
rights, among others to safety, choice, 
representation and redress. Promot-

ing the interests and welfare of con-
sumers is a central commitment of 
the aSEaN member states,” rieth-
macher said.

Prak Sereyvath, the founder and 
director of the Cambodian Institute 
for research and rural development 
(CIrd), noted that awareness of con-
sumer protection measures remains 
very low in the Kingdom, citing a 
recent survey of 200 consumers “in 
Phnom Penh and rural areas”.

He noted that the survey centred 
on three key points – the level of 
understanding of consumer protec-
tion; consumer awareness, ration-
alisation and behaviour; and confi-
dence in consumer protection 
regulations.

The Consumer Protection Law was 
enacted on November 2 and com-
prises 11 chapters and 51 articles.

ministry signs 
moU on digital 
literacy project 
for aSEaN bloc
Thou Vireak 

THE ministry of Industry, Science, Tech-
nology and Innovation signed a memo-
randum of Understanding (moU) with 
The asia Foundation (TaF) on the 
regional Go digital aSEaN initiative.

The deal aims to enhancing digital 
literacy among micro, small and 
medium-sized enterprises (mSmEs) 
in rural areas of the Kingdom and 
aSEaN countries, the ministry said.

The moU was signed by minister Cham 
Prasidh and TaF director meloney C 
Lindberg at the ministry on august 28.

The ministry said the initiative is 
backed by $3.3 million in funding from 
Google Inc and is implemented by a 
number of project partners that include 
STar Kampuchea, US-based daI Global 
LLC and InSTEdd iLab Southeast asia.

Under the moU, STar Kampuchea 
will organise training courses for 
15,000 entrepreneurs in the capital 
and Siem reap, battambang, Kam-
pong Cham, Svay rieng, Takeo and 
Kampong Speu provinces, it added.

at the signing ceremony, Prasidh 
said the project would place empha-
sis on the online registration of 
mSmEs to position them under “the 
sole umbrella” of the ministry and 
ease their management, training and 
work direction in the context of glo-
balisation and Industry 4.0.

“on behalf of the ministry and govern-
ment, I pledge support and high com-
mitment to providing digital skills train-
ing to small and medium-sized 
businesses in Cambodia so that they can 
continue to do business notwithstanding 
the Covid-19 environment and partici-
pate in the digital economy,” he said.

TaF’s Lindberg said the project 
comes as mSmEs are in urgent need 
for digital knowledge and skills to 
participate in the digital economy 
and earn money to support their 
families during the Covid-19 era.

She said: “I am pleased with the full 
support of the ministry of Industry, 
[Science, Technology and Innova-
tion] to implement the project at the 
regional level and in Cambodia.

“Small businesses are at the heart of 
national economy and community of 
Cambodia [and have been greatly] affect-
ed by Covid-19, so there is an urgent need 
for digital support of those businesses.”

The Cambodia Inter-censal Econom-
ic Survey 2014 shows there were 513,759 
enterprises in the Kingdom that year, of 
which 97.6 per cent were micro-enter-
prises and 2.2 per cent were small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SmEs).

Women owned 26 per cent of SmEs 
and 62 per cent of micro-enterprises.

US ambassador to Cambodia Patrick Murphy (left) and Kampong Speu provincial governor (right) have 
vowed to work more closely for the development of the southwestern province. SUPPLIED
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The price of gold reached the highest 
in history in the third quarter of this 
year – breaking the previous record 
in September 2011 of $1,921 per 
ounce, or $2,314 per tael in Cambo-
dia’s gold market – rising to $2,074 
per ounce.

Although global gold demand 
fell 11 per cent in the second quarter, 
the price of gold still continues its 
bullish momentum as the US has 
been hit massively by the outbreak 
of Covid-19, severely impacting its 
economy. 

The US Federal Reserve’s annual 
economic symposium in Jackson 
hole ended last week without any 

effective resolutions from monetary 
authorities around the world on 
planning financial stability policies 
and minimising the downturn in 
the financial system. 

Meanwhile, the european Central 
Bank released a report on the current 
situation, one which could easily 
lead to a serious economic crisis. 

Similarly, the US indicated  
that its financial markets remain  
in a slump. 

however, it has the expectation 
that the long-term implementation 
of low interest rate policies could 
offset negative effects, while the 
plan to have inflation at two per 

cent to maintain economic  
stability will be temporarily  
set aside.

The price of the US dollar  
will fluctuate in line with the  
release of key US economic  
news this Friday, including on  
average hourly earnings, non-farm  
employment changes and the  
unemployment rate.

Therefore, based on technical 
and fundamental analysis, the  
price of gold could increase from 
the $1,972 currently to $2,030  
per ounce in early September,  
exposing a good opportunity to 
invest in gold.  

Gold continues to rise as alarm 
strikes economies of US and EU

Long Samnang, business manager at Golden FX Link.

CHINese smartphone vendor 
realme unveiled a below-1,000 
yuan ($146) 5G handset on 
tuesday, as the company aims 
to beat out rivals amid intense 
competition in the sector.

the move came after realme 
consolidated its position as the 
fastest-growing smartphone 
brand in the southeast Asia 
region in the second quarter, 
while its home-turf in the China 
market saw the increasing pop-
ularity of its 5G smartphones.

realme V3, as the new smart-
phone is named, is priced from 
999 yuan, and it is arguably one 
of the most affordable 5G hand-
sets unveiled in China so far. It 
also marks an aggressive push 
by the company to establish a 
presence in the fiercely com-
petitive 5G handset market.

realme vice-president Xu 
Qi said the company aims to 
popularise 5G smartphones.

realme last month said the 
company’s products and ser-
vices have been available in 
more than 59 countries and 
regions, and it has more than 
40 million users.

In the second quarter of this 
year, realme continued to be 
the fastest-growing brand in 
southeast Asia, with 141 per 
cent year-on-year shipment 
growth and a market share of 
13 per cent.

that came about despite 
the southeast Asian smart-
phone market declining 19 
per cent year-on-year in the 
same time frame amid the 
Covid-19 outbreak, accord-
ing to the latest finding from 
market research company 
Counterpoint research.

Abhilash Kumar, an analyst at 
Counterpoint, said in a research 
note that “realme became one 
of the top five smartphone 
brands in all key markets in the 
region, including Cambodia, 
Indonesia, malaysia, myanmar, 
the philippines, singapore, 
thailand and Vietnam”.

Kumar said that in the philip-
pines, realme grew 97 per cent 
year-on-year in smartphone 
shipments from April to June. 
In singapore, the shenzhen-
based company grew 100 per 
cent year-on-year to enter the 
top five brands in that country 
for the first time.

He said: “the right channel 
strategies, effective market-

ing and good value-for-mon-
ey products across all price 
bands helped realme defy 
the market decline.

Launched in the middle of 
2018, realme has quickly grown 
to be the seventh-largest smart-
phone vendor in the world, 
chiefly relying on its popularity 
in e-commerce sales channels 
and its resonance with young 
consumers. It is extremely pop-
ular in southeast Asian coun-
tries and has been expanding 
its presence in europe.

It is now stepping up its push 
to seize opportunities in 5G 
handsets despite rising compe-
tition from rivals such as Xiaomi 
and Vivo in its home market.

In July, 13.91 million units 
of 5G smartphones were 
shipped to China, accounting 
for 62.4 per cent of all smart-
phone shipments, data from 
the China Academy of Infor-
mation and Communications 
technology showed.

but overall mobile phone 
shipments stood at 22.3 mil-
lion units in July in China, 
down 34.8 per cent year-on-
year, said the academy, which 
is a research institute under 
the ministry of Industry and 
Information technology.

the country’s domestic 
brands continued to dominate 
mobile phone shipments in 
July, with those made by Chi-
nese manufacturers hitting 
20.72 million units, making up 
92.9 per cent of the total.

In addition to V3, realme 
also unveiled a new 5G smart-
phone series including realme 
X7 on tuesday, as the company 
aims to offer a wide range of 
products to meet the diversify-
ing demands of consumers.

Other players are also 
adopting similar strategies. 
Vivo and Oppo, for instance, 
have also been rapidly ex-
panding their 5G smartphone 
portfolios, with products that 
encompass all price points to 
reach more customers.

“As the 5G network covers 
more cities in China, 5G smart-
phones will account for 70 per 
cent of all smartphone ship-
ments by the end of this year,” 
said Zhao ming, president of 
Honor, a flagship smartphone 
brand from Huawei technolo-
gies Co Ltd. CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

China’s realme banks 
on low-cost 5G phones

Oz recession adds to virus woes
A

UstrALIA has fallen into reces-
sion for the first time in three 
decades and brazil’s economy 
shrank by almost 10 per cent 

because of the coronavirus, leaving Chi-
na as the only major nation still recording 
economic growth during the pandemic.

A raft of bleak data from India to europe 
in recent days has laid bare the toll from 
lockdowns as nations try to keep a lid on 
an illness that has killed more than 850,000 
people and infected over 25 million.

the challenges were further highlight-
ed on Wednesday when Australia an-
nounced a record contraction of seven 
per cent despite authorities providing 
billions of dollars in support to strug-
gling firms.

treasurer Josh Frydenberg said: “to-
day’s national accounts confirm the 
devastating impact on the Australian 
economy from Covid-19.

“Our record run of 28 consecutive 
years of economic growth has now of-
ficially come to an end. the cause – a 
once-in-a-century pandemic.”

Australia has confirmed almost 26,000 
cases of coronavirus and 663 deaths, but 
had successfully contained the illness in 
most of the country by July.

A recent outbreak in melbourne, how-
ever, forced a new lockdown covering 
five million people that has dragged on 
any economic recovery.

shutdowns have taken a toll on liveli-
hoods across the globe as business rev-
enues plunge and millions are forced 
out of work.

New Delhi reported on monday that 
growth in Asia’s third-largest economy 

suffered a historic 23.9 per cent decline 
between April and June as the manufac-
turing sector was battered by restrictions 
on businesses.

In the philippines, meanwhile, there 
has been a resurgence of barter trade as 
cash incomes dry up, with people flock-
ing to Facebook groups to exchange ev-
eryday possessions for food.

brazil’s economy, the biggest in Latin 
America, contracted by a record 9.7 per 
cent in the second quarter of the year, 
plunging the nation into a virus-induced 
recession.

“GDp [gross domestic product] is now 
at the same level as in late 2009, at the 
height of the global financial crisis,” the 

brazilian Institute of Geography and sta-
tistics said.

the drop in the April-June period was the 
biggest for any quarter since the current 
system of records began in 1996, it added.

the only major economy to have 
avoided a recession is China, thanks to 
strict lockdowns that have seen Covid-
19 all but disappear in the country.

In the second quarter the Chinese econ-
omy rebounded by 11.5 per cent, having 
fallen by 10 per cent in the first quarter.

In europe, where GDp plunged 12.1 
per cent in the three months to June, 
fears are growing of more lockdowns 
and disruption this autumn and winter 
as the virus refuses to die. AFP

A recent outbreak in Melbourne forced a new lockdown covering five million people that has 
dragged on any economic recovery. AFP

ptt eyes LNG shipments to Yangon
bANGKOK-LIsteD thai state-
owned oil and gas conglomer-
ate ptt pcl has conducted a 
feasibility study to supply lique-
fied natural gas (LNG) for indus-
trial use to industrial estates in 
Yangon, said Wuttikorn stithit, 
senior executive vice-president 
for the company’s gas business 
ptt LNG Co Ltd.

Yangon, the commercial cap-
ital of myanmar, has more than 
a dozen industrial estates.

Wuttikorn said ptt esti-
mates LNG demand in CLmV 
(Cambodia, Laos, myanmar 
and Vietnam) markets as well 
as the philippines and south-
ern China at more than one 
million tonnes per year.

Demand for natural gas 
worldwide has fallen due to 

the Covid-19 impact, but ptt 
believes it will recover by mid- 
to late next year.

meanwhile, energy regula-
tory Commission (erC) secre-
tary-general and spokesman 
Khomkrit tantrawanich has 
announced that the erC has 
accepted ptt LNG’s proposal 
to increase the commodity 
charge for LNG.

ptt LNG proposed that the 
commodity charge be increased 
to 1.4217 baht ($0.046) per mil-
lion btU from the current rate 
of 0.481 baht per million btU, 
which had been used from July 
1, last year until June 30.

Khomkrit said: “the com-
mission considered the pro-
posal and approved the adjust-
ment of LNG commodity 

charge up to 0.5382 baht per 
million btU, to be effective 
from september 1 until 
December 31.

“the new rate will be effective 
in practical terms the moment 
it passes the stakeholders’ hear-
ing, after which the erC will let 
ptt LNG officially announce 
the new rate,” he said.

the stakeholders’ hearing for 
the new commodity charge rate 
of ptt LNG will be held from 
August 27 until september 2, 
and can be viewed from the 
website: http://www.erc.or.th/

Currently ptt LNG is the only 
agency in thailand allowed to 
store and transform natural gas 
into liquid form. their terminal 
is located in map ta phut Indus-
trial estate in rayong.

ptt LNG will charge two 
parts for their service – fixed 
cost at 18.35 baht per million 
btU, which will be revised 
every four to five years, or by 
2022 the soonest, and the 
commodity cost, which will be 
revised every year.

the erC also reported that 
the price of natural gas that 
ptt plc sells to industrial 
entrepreneurs had gone down 
continually this year.

Khomkrit said: “In January the 
price was 261.56 baht per million 
btU, while the price in October 
is estimated at 213.92 baht, in 
line with the global natural gas 
price, which could result in 
reducing the cost for domestic 
electricity generation.” THE NATION 

(THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK



Business
8 THE PHNOM PENH POST  september  3, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

The General Department of 
Taxation (GDT) released Pra-
kas 346 to the public last week 
which outlines new capital 
gains tax implications of the 
transfer of assets in Cambodia 
such as, inter alia, immovable 
property, leases, investments, 
goodwill, intellectual property 
and foreign currency.

The prakas was signed by 
Minister of Economy and Fi-
nance Aun Pornmoniroth on 
April 1 and was scheduled to 
go into effect on July 1. GDT 
director-general Kong Vibol 
later announced that the ef-
fective date has been delayed 
to January 1, next year.

The proclamation sparked 
heated debate among prop-
erty industry players on how 
high the capital gains taxes 
should be and to what extent 
the new regulation would sti-
fle sectoral growth in the face 
of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Anthony Galliano, the CEO 
of financial services firm Cam-
bodia Investment Manage-
ment Co Ltd, sat down with 
the post’s May Kunmakara to 
discuss the prakas and how it 
would transform the real es-
tate industry.

Could you briefly explain what 
capital gains tax is?  

A capital gains tax is a tax 
that, in its simplest form, is 
the tax due on the difference 
between the cost of what you 
paid for something, and the 
sales proceeds when it is re-
sold, the capital gain.

the GDt, through prakas 
346, has mandated a capital 
gain taxes on the sale of cer-
tain asset sales, such as land, 
buildings, stocks, bonds, li-
cences, patents and curren-
cies at a rate of 20 per cent 
on the calculated gain, to be 
implemented on January 1, 
next year.

How will it help curb land 
price hikes?  

the instinctive reaction by 
the real estate industry is that 
the implementation of a capi-
tal gains tax will dampen an 
already morose property mar-
ket, with calls for further post-
ponements in enactment.

Frankly the capital gains tax 
should have been in imposed 
decades ago, it is a customary 
tax in most jurisdictions and 
property speculators have had 
a free ride for far too long.

the government should 
have its share of capital gains, 
just as it does for salaries on 
individuals, value-added tax 
(VAt) as a sales tax, and profit 
tax from businesses, to sup-

port the national treasury for 
the benefit of the country.

registered taxpayers have 
been required to pay capital 
gains tax – there is no rea-
son to exclude individuals. 
Individuals who sell their 
residences or who pass along 
property as inheritance aren’t 
affected.

the tax is not applicable to 
property owned as a principal 
place of residence for at least 
five years, or transfer of im-
movable properties among 
relatives as stated in the reg-
istration tax regulations.

The GDT’s announcement not-
ed that it would impose a 20 
per cent capital gains tax on 
property sales. What are the 
implications on selling prop-
erty under the market price? 

the taxpayer can choose 
to deduct expenditures from 
the sale/transfer value based 
on two methods – the Deter-
mination based expense De-
duction or the Actual expense 
based Deduction.

based on the Actual ex-
pense based Deduction, the 
taxpayer can deduct the cost 
of acquisition and expenses 

holding and transferring the 
immovable property which 
qualify as deductible expens-
es. On this basis, if the costs 
are higher than the sale pro-
ceeds, there is no tax.

the GDt has been very gen-
erous to investors in regards 
to the calculation of the capi-
tal gains tax. If an investor has 
made a substantial capital 
gain from holding an asset 
that cost a fraction of the sale 
proceeds, they can choose 
the Determination based ex-
pense Deduction option.

the investor can deduct 80 
per cent of the gain and just 
pay the tax on only 20 per 
cent of the gain, rather than a 
true larger gain.

On the other hand, the Ac-
tual expense bases method 
is favourable in cases where 
the investor has a small gain 
or suffers an overall loss when 
considering the cost of the 
asset acquisition cost and in-
clusion of additional expens-
es, such as consulting, legal, 
registration, advertising and 
commission fees.

this is more favourable for 
developers who can include 
most costs of the property 
development.   

How does the tax rate in the 
Kingdom compare to regional 
and international levels?

the tax is applicable region-

wide with few exceptions, 
mainly Hong Kong, singapore 
and pakistan.  Capital gains tax 
rates are higher in most coun-
tries, such as south Korea at 
42 per cent and neighbouring 
thailand at 35 per cent.

similar to the profit tax rate, 
the Kingdom comparatively 
ranks right in the middle, not 
too high, not too low.

Bearing in mind how much the 
real estate sector contributes 
to improving people’s incomes, 
do you think the new regula-
tion was a bit too rushed?

the government has already 
postponed the implementa-
tion from July 1 to January 1. 
this gives a window for those 
individuals who wish to sell, 
free of capital gains tax.

Given the downturn in the 
economy, the impact of the 
pandemic and the possibility 
of further declines in operat-
ing businesses, I would much 
rather see a new tax on a “gain” 
from those individuals profit-
ing on property speculation, 
then burdening businesses 
with increased or additional 
taxes or a continued prolif-
eration in audits, in such chal-
lenging business conditions.

We all have to contribute 
without exception.

This interview has been edited 
for length and clarity.

expert outlines capital gains tax implications

Cambodia Investment Management CEO Anthony Galliano says the 
implementaton of a capital gains tax will dampen the market. SUPPLIED

BUSINESS
INSIDER

seasoned investors still interested in 
VN property market despite Covid
eXperIeNCeD investors con-
tinue to sink money into the 
Vietnamese real estate market 
despite the problems the Cov-
id-19 pandemic has caused for 
the sector.

most property experts have 
said the real estate market 
would be able to recover after 
the pandemic.

they have said investors do 
not want to invest in the real 
estate market amid difficulties 
but have faith that it will 
rebound at a certain point.

experienced investors would 
see the business opportunity in 
the difficult period while small 
investors would wait for market 
recovery, they have said.

Ha Van thien, deputy general 
director of real estate firm tran 
Anh Group, said in the previous 
real estate market crisis, inves-
tors that researched carefully 
found opportunities with repu-
table property developers.

Cen Group vice-chairman 
pham thanh Hung said like 
many other economic sectors, 
the real estate sector was 
affected by the pandemic, so 
prices in this market have lev-
elled off after a period of high 
prices but not reduced.

Vietnam looks set to have a 
golden period in the real estate 
market next three to 10 years, 
he said. At that time, the prop-
erty market will meet the basic 
demand for housing and peo-
ple will have good financial 
conditions so they will invest 
in housing products to improve 

their quality of life.
therefore, the market is 

expected to have a new price 
level higher than that at 
present, he said. Investors 
need to enhance investment 
in the property market.

the real estate market is 
entering a new period only for 
medium and long term inves-
tors. some projects in regions 
with infrastructure projects, in 
urban areas with full facilities 
and in industrial zones have 
growth potential, he said.

Also assessing real estate 
prices will increase sharply in 
the medium and long term, 
Duong Duc Hien, former 
director of savills Vietnam’s 
sales department, said real 
estate prices on the domestic 

market had not once decreased 
in the past 40 years.

Although the market had fluc-
tuated depending on each peri-
od, in the long term, real estate 
prices would always go up 
because the population would 
always be increasing while land 
would not expand. “people 
always need housing products 
and in addition, costs related to 
land are on the rise,” he said.

Hien told the ministry of 
Culture, sport and tourism’s 
online newspaper to Quoc 
(Fatherland): “We can see 
that in difficult economic 
times, many projects still 
have good liquidity.

“I still advise investors to 
only aim at medium or long 
term investment. Unfortu-

nately, currently, Vietnamese 
investors still prefer short-
term investments but forget 
that to gain high profits from 
real estate, they must invest 
long-term.”

Nguyen Xuan thanh, a lec-
turer at the Fulbright University 
Vietnam, said investors who 
have spare cash should invest in 
the real estate market and accept 
a lower profit ratio than expect-
ed. but in the medium-long 
term, investment in the real 
estate market is still profitable.

Nguyen thi thanh Huong, 
CeO of Dai phuc Land JsC, 
said in the short term, prices 
on the real estate market might 
slow sometimes, but in the 
long term the property market 
would still be a channel that 
brings good profits.

Investing depends on the 
needs and budget of each indi-
vidual investor. particularly for 
investment organisations, 
they will analyse and evaluate 
very carefully before entering 
the market, she said.

the experts said the difficul-
ties in the property market this 
year will contribute to market 
purification for sustainable 
development in the future.

At present, the market opens 
up business opportunities for 
property investors and buyers 
that have real demand, they 
said. the market’s challenge is 
temporary in the short term, 
while opportunities on this 
market are in the long term. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Buyers are still hot on the Vietnam real estate market and are optimistic 
that it will recover from Covid-19. DAU TU BAT DONG SAN/VIET NAM NEWS
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Apartment for Rent
Located at west of Independence 
Monument, 2 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen, lot of sunlight.
Price: $1,200/month

Apartment for Rent
Located at North West of Russian 
Market, 1, 2 and 3 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen and balcony. 
Price: $700, $900, and $1800/M

Apartment for rent
Located near Russian Market, 2 
bedrooms, open living room, bal-
cony, fully furnished, nice kitchen, 
lot of sunlight. 
Price: $1,200/month

Renovated apartment for rent 
Located: Near Royal Palace
2 bedrooms, well renovated, 
Fully furnished, good security, 
many facilities around.  
Price: $750/month

Garden Villa for rent in BKK1
2 floors, 5 bedrooms, spacious 
living room, fully furnished, big 
kitchen and balcony. Good for 
residence or office.
Price: $7,000/month

Villa for rent in North Bridge 
Very big garden, 5 bedrooms, 
large living room, fully furnished, 
western kitchen, big balcony, 
very safe and quiet.
Price: $3,500/month 

Villa for rent 
Located in Sangkat Boeung Pro-
lit, Khan 7 Makara, 6 bedrooms, 
living room, kitchen, many facili-
ties around, safe and quiet.
Price: $5,000/month

Modern villa for rent 
In Grand Phnom Penh, 5 bed-
rooms, large living room, modern 
designed, fully furnished, modern 
kitchen, big balcony.
Price: $1,700/month

Villa for rent in Bassac Garden City
2 floors, 4 bedrooms, large living 
room, fully furnished, modern 
kitchen, big balcony,  
safe and quiet.
Price: $3,500/month

Villa for rent next to BBK1
7 bedrooms, large living room, 
partially furnished, big balcony, 
some trees, very safe 
and quiet. 
Price: $3,000/month

Office space for rent
On main street, size from 
200sqm to 400sqm, 7 floors,  
2 lifts, parking, open space,  
very safe.
Price: $14/sqm 

Office space for rent 
Located at west of Olympic 
Stadium, size from 840sqm to 
500sqm, 2nd floor, 2 lifts, park-
ing, open space, very safe.
Price: $16/sqm 

Shophouse for rent near AEON 2
Located in borey The Premier 
Land near AEON 2, 
6 bedrooms, good for office  
and business.
Price: $1,500/month

Shophouse for rent 
Located in Borey Penghout The 
Star Diamond, Road 60m, 
Land size:4.5m x 20m, 
House size: 4.5m x 12m, 
Price: $1,200/month

APARtMENt fOR RENt/SAlE VillA fOR RENt OffiCE SPACE /ShOPhOuSE fOR RENt

089 200 300  
012 390 390tel: 

Address: #394 - 396 (Home City Building), Street 71, 
Chamkarmon, Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Email: info@towncity.com, www.towncity.com

#113 Mao Tse Toung Blvd, No 2FD1
Phone: (+855) 95 955 777
Email: info@c21mekong.com.kh
www.c21mekong.com.kh
facebook.com/C21Mekong

Single Villa (type deluxe) 
Location: Borey Bassac Garden City 
Sangkat Tonle Bassac
Land size: 14 x 21.5m 
House size: 10m x 12m 
Price: $1,500,000 (Negotiable)

Villa for rent at BKK1 
Location: Sangkat Boeung Keng Kang 
1, Khan Chamkamorn, 
House size: 12m x 21m
Land size: 18m x 30m
Price: $4,500/month

Villa lC2 for sale 
Location: Borey Penghuoth The Star 
Natural, Street 371
House size: 5.1m x 7.2m
Land size: 5.1m x 15m
Price: $150,000 (Negotiable)

Villa Queen for sale
Location: Borey Chipmong, Street 371, 
in front of PC Market
House size: 9m x 12m
Land size: 14m x 23m
Price: $1,000,000 (Negotiable)

Single villa for sale
Location: Borey Villa Town, Hun Sen 
Blvd, next to ISPP
House size: 8.47m x 13.47m
Land size: 12.3m x 23m
Price: $750,000 (Negotiable)

Mesong tower for sale
Location: Diamond Island, Tolebassac, 
Chomkamon,
House size: 47-66sqm
Bedroom: 1 unit
Price: $100,000 (Negotiable)

Email : info.epiagency@gmail.com
http://www.easypropertyrealty.com
#19DE0, St. 172, Sangkat Chey Chomnes, Khan Doun Penh.
Tel: 015 777 586 / 061 777 586 / 011 777 587

#35, Street.P10D, Borey Peng Huoth The Star Polaris 1, 
Sangkat Niruoth, Khan Chbaampov, Phnom Penh,  
E-Mail: info@katappraisal.com  / www.katappraisal.com
089 888 366, 089 888 277 | 089 888 377, 089 888 755

link house for sale
Land size :  4.1m x 14m
House size :  4.1m x 12m 
Location :  Borey Leng Navatra 
Sangkat Chaom Chau 
Price: $67,000 (Negotiable)   

Shop house for sale at Borey Peng 
huoth Boeung Snor
Land Size :  4.5m x 21m 
House Size : 4.5m x 14m
Location : Sangkat Niroth 
Price: $290,000 (Negotiable)  

flat for sale
Land size :  4.2m x 20.5m 
House Size :  4.2m x 13m 
Location :  Borey Lim Chheanghak  
Veal Sbov
Price: $69,800 (Negotiable) 

Olympia condo SOhO type for sale  
Size : 45Sqm 
Location : Sangkat Orussey,  
Khan 7 Makara
Phnom Penh
Price : $13,000 (Negotiable)

Villa lC1 for sale
Land Size : 5.2m x 14m 
House Size : 5.2m x 7m 
Location : Chea Sophara, Borey Peng 
Huoth The Star Premier
Price: $84,500 (Negotiable)  

twin Villa for sale at Borey Peng 
huoth PC market
Land Size : 6m x 16m
House Size : 6m x 12m 
Location : Chak Ang Re Luer 
Price : $385,000 (Negotiable)

land for sale
Land Size: 11.5m x 150m
Title: Hard
Location: Prek Eng 
Chbar Ampov, Phnom Penh
Price: $400/m2

land for sale
Land size: 17,089m2 
Location: Dang Kao
Phnom Penh
Cambodia
Price: $180/m2 (Negotiable)

land for sale 
Land: Size 32m x 54m
Location: Chaom Chau
Khan Porsenchey
Phnom Penh
Price: $350/m2

land for sale
Land size: 16m x 22m 
Location: Prek Eng 
Chbar Ampov 
Phnom Penh
Price: $120,000

flat house for sale
Land size: 4m x 22.5m
House size: 4m x 15m
Location: Khan Russey keo
.Phnom Penh
Price : $183,000

two flat houses for sale
Land size: 4.5m x 21m
House size: 4.5m x 16m
Location: Russey keo
Khan Porsenchey
Price: $98,000 (per flat)
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tHe signatories to the Iran 
nuclear deal on tuesday said 
they stood by the faltering 
accord, opposing Us efforts to 
restore international sanctions 
on the Islamic republic.

britain, France, Germany, 
China and russia are struggling 
to save the landmark 2015 
accord with Iran, which has 
been progressively stepping up 
its nuclear activities since the Us 
pulled out of the deal in 2018.

tehran insists it is entitled to 
do so under the terms of the 
accord – which swapped sanc-
tions relief for Iran’s agreement 
to scale back its nuclear pro-
gramme – following Washing-
ton’s withdrawal and re-impo-
sition of sanctions.

eU senior official Helga 
schmid, who chaired the talks 
in Vienna on tuesday, wrote on 
twitter that the meeting’s par-
ticipants were “united in resolve 
to preserve the #IranDeal and 
find a way to ensure full imple-
mentation of the agreement 
despite current challenges”.

In a later statement, she add-
ed that all parties reiterated that 
“the Us cannot initiate the proc-
ess of reinstating UN sanctions” 
by drawing on a UN resolution 
enshrining the nuclear accord, 
which they have left.

representatives from britain, 
China, France, Germany, Iran 
and russia all attended the talks 
– part of a regular series of gath-
erings to discuss the accord, 
which has been increasingly 
tense since the Us pullout began 
unravelling the agreement.

China’s representative, senior 
ministry of Foreign Affairs offi-
cial Fu Cong, told reporters after 
the meeting that Iran needed to 
come back to full compliance, 
but at the same time “the eco-
nomic benefit that is due to Iran 
needs to be provided”.

He slammed the Us for “mak-
ing a mockery of international 
law” in its “attempt to sabotage 
and to kill the JCpOA”, referring 
to the abbreviation of the deal’s 
formal name, the Joint Com-
prehensive plan of Action.

russian Deputy minister of 
Foreign Affairs sergei ryabkov 
was also quoted by russian 
news agency rIA Novosti as 
saying participants were unit-
ed in their “general, unani-
mous lack of recognition” of 
Washington’s move.

the UN last week blocked the 
Us bid to re-impose interna-
tional sanctions on Iran.

Washington also failed to 
rally enough support to extend 
an arms embargo on Iran that 
is scheduled to start being 
rolled back from next 
month.

In a boost to tuesday’s talks, 
the Iranian atomic energy 
agency last week also agreed 
to allow inspectors of the UN 
nuclear watchdog to visit two 
sites suspected of having host-
ed undeclared activity in the 
early 2000s. AFP

poor countries in need of Covid-19 
vaccines may lose out to rich nations 
JUst seven months after the out-

break of the pandemic, and even 
before clinical trials of experimen-
tal vaccines ended, the Us, europe 

and other rich countries have reserved 
the first doses for themselves.

With developed countries putting in 
orders for at least 3.1 billion doses, ac-
cording to a tally, Coalition for epidem-
ic preparedness Innovations (CepI) 
head richard Hatchett is worried.

His job is to ensure that future vac-
cines against Covid-19 will be shared on 
an equitable basis around the world.

Us president Donald trump blazed 
this particular trail – his administra-
tion signed contracts guaranteeing 
at least 800 million doses from six 
manufacturers for a population of 330 
million, to be delivered starting at the 
end of the year for some of the doses.

Hatchett said in an interview from 
London: “the Us is potentially in a situ-
ation of oversupply if all of the vaccines 
that they’ve invested in are successful.”

the Us native said he understood 
that national leaders are serving their 
people as a priority, but called on Wash-
ington to behave like a global leader and 
share its doses with other countries.

Hatchett said: “What we need to 
persuade global leaders is that as a 
vaccine becomes available in these 
initially limited quantities, it needs to 
be shared globally, that it shouldn’t be 
the case that just a handful of coun-
tries get all of the vaccines that is 
available in the first half of 2021.”

He said he wants to avoid a similar 
scenario to 2009 at all costs when rich 
countries managed to bag the first 
vaccines of the H1N1 swine flu. 

An initiative named Covax and 
backed by the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO), as well as CepI and the 
global vaccine alliance group Gavi, 
aims to buy and equitably distribute 
two billion doses next year.

Ninety-two developing countries 
and 80 developed countries have 
signed on, and the eU on monday an-
nounced a contribution of €400 mil-
lion ($475 million).

but the Us is refusing to join the effort.
White House spokesman Judd Deere 

on tuesday said: “We will not be con-

strained by multilateral organisa-
tions influenced by the corrupt World 
Health Organisation and China.”

Covax has only managed to secure 
300 million doses to date from Lon-
don-listed AstraZeneca plc, the british-
swedish multinational pharmaceutical 
and biopharmaceutical group that also 
signed separate partnership deals with 
the Us, europe, russia, south Korea, 
China, Latin America and brazil.

Nasdaq-listed Us biotech company 
Novavax Inc says it has formed a part-
nership with an Indian group to pro-
duce up to a billion doses of its poten-
tial vaccine in India.

CepI’s negotiations, mainly funded 
by public and private donations, in-
cluding from the Gates Foundation, 
are “ongoing” with other laboratories, 

but no deal has been announced, not 
even with the Us firm moderna Inc, in 
which CepI invested very early.

the several million dollars given to 
moderna are no match for the $2.5 
billion invested subsequently by the 
Us government.

Hatchett said: “While we have 
stayed in close touch with moderna 
. . . for that small scale early-stage 
agreement, you can’t have those kinds 
of commitments.”

the ideal goal for the WHO is that 
every country receives vaccinations 
for 20 per cent of its population, start-
ing with the most vulnerable people 
no matter what their nationality, in-
cluding health workers.

Despite the competition, Covax hopes 
that with 172 members, the initiative 

will be able to negotiate good prices.
Hatchett added: “that’s one of the 

reasons that we are asking countries to 
now make their commitments to the fa-
cility so that we know on behalf of how 
many countries we’re negotiating.

“the more countries that negotiate 
together, the stronger the purchasing 
power, and the easier the price.”

but the eU is striking its accords 
with laboratories, with 1.3 billion dos-
es already acquired, and has not yet 
said if it will use the WHO facility.

In the longer term, Hatchett says the 
CepI still has to raise between $700 
and $800 million remaining of the $2.1 
billion needed to continue the vaccine 
research, because there is no guaran-
tee that any of the vaccines currently 
under development will work. AFP

trump calls protesters ‘domestic terrorists’
presIDeNt Donald trump on 
tuesday took his tough law-
and-order message to Kenosha, 
the latest Us city roiled by the 
police shooting of a black man, 
as he branded recent anti-rac-
ism protests acts of “domestic 
terror” by violent mobs.

trump has been hoping for 
months to shift the election 
battle against Democrat Joe 
biden from a referendum on 
his widely panned coronavirus 
pandemic response, to what 
he sees as far more comforta-
ble territory of law and order.

And in the Wisconsin city of 
Kenosha, in upheaval since a 
white police officer shot 
29-year-old African American 
Jacob blake in front of his three 
young sons, the republican 
found his mark.

“these are not acts of peace-
ful protest but domestic terror,” 
trump said after touring dam-
aged areas of the city, describ-
ing multiple nights of angry 
demonstrations last week that 
left two people dead.

Crowds lined the barricaded 
streets where the president’s 
motorcade passed, with trump 
supporters on one side and 
black Lives matter protestors 
on the other, yelling at one 
another from a distance and 
in sometimes tense face-to-
face encounters.

“thank you for saving our 
town,” read the sign of one 
supporter along the road. “Not 
my president,” read another.

Under heavy security that 
blocked off the road, trump 
visited a burnt-out store where 

he told the owners “we’ll help 
you rebuild”.

“these gentlemen did a fan-
tastic job,” he said, about law 
enforcement units that quelled 
the violent protests.

“this is a great area, a great 
state,” trump said, adding later 
that his administration was 
committing at least $47 million 
to Wisconsin law enforcement, 
small businesses and public 
safety programmes.

“We’ll get Kenosha back in 
shape,” he said.

trump had suggested in 
Washington that a meeting 
with the blake family was pos-
sible during his high-profile 
trip, but it did not materialise.

A microcosm of the racial 
and ideological tensions of the 
trump era, Kenosha has seen 

black Lives matter protests, 
riots, and the arrival of armed, 
white vigilantes, culminating 
in an incident in which a 
17-year-old militia enthusiast, 
Kyle rittenhouse, allegedly 
shot dead two people and 
badly injured another.

Democrats and police-re-
form advocates view Kenosha 
as a symbol of institutional 
racism.

they see rittenhouse, a 
trump supporter, as emblem-
atic of right-wing militias that 
are increasingly brazen about 
brandishing weaponry in 
political settings.

trump, however, came with 
a different priority – counter-
ing what he has repeatedly 
described as the “anarchy” in 
Democratic-led cities.

trump has refused to con-
demn the growing presence of 
armed vigilantes on the streets, 
calling the alleged killings by 
rittenhouse “an interesting 
situation”.

“We have to condemn the 
dangerous anti-police rheto-
ric,” he said at a command 
centre set up in a Kenosha 
high school.

In an interview on monday, 
trump likened police officers 
who err when making split-
second decisions to golfers 
who “choke” under pressure.

He said: “shooting the guy in 
the back many times. I mean, 
couldn’t you have done some-
thing differently?”

“but they choke. Just like in 
a golf tournament, they miss a 
three-foot putt.” AFP

signers of 
Iran nuke 
deal stand 
by accord 

Poor nations could be left behind as the US, Europe and other rich countries reserve the first Covid-19 vaccines. AFP



I
NDONESIA aims to begin 
producing its locally devel-
oped Covid-19 vaccine 
candidate by the middle of 

next year, President Joko “Jokowi” 
Widodo said on Tuesday during 
a limited Cabinet meeting at the 
Bogor Palace, West Java.

The president claimed the 
national consortium tasked 
with developing the potential 
vaccine was currently in the 
process of making “vaccine 
seeds”.

“The process is 30 to 40 per 
cent done,” he said, express-
ing hope that clinical trials 

could begin early next year.
“God willing, the vaccine will 

be ready for production by the 
middle of 2021,” Jokowi said.

Named after the colour of In-
donesia’s flag, the Merah Putih 
(red and white) vaccine can-
didate is being developed by a 
national consortium under the 
research and technology min-
istry, led by the Eijkman Insti-
tute for Molecular Biology.

The team, comprising 
around 10 young researchers, 
is developing a vaccine specif-
ically for the strain of the virus 
that has spread in Indonesia.

Eijkman director Amin Soe-
bandrio previously said the 
Merah Putih vaccine candi-
date was expected to cover at 
least 50 per cent of Indone-
sia’s vaccine needs.

Indonesia has also secured 
290 million doses of a Covid-19 
vaccine candidate, to be deliv-
ered until the end of next year, 
following recent ministerial 
visits to China and the UAE.

Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Retno LP Marsudi previously 
revealed that the country had 
secured a commitment to be 
sent 20-30 million doses of 

potential vaccines by the end 
of this year, some 80-130 mil-
lion doses in the first quarter of 
next year and 210 million doses 
for the remainder of next year.

Among the suppliers is 
Nasdaq-listed Chinese phar-
maceutical Sinovac Biotech 
Ltd, which has been closely 
cooperating with Indonesia to 
develop its vaccine candidate.

Together, they began Phase III 
clinical trials of the vaccine can-
didate last month, with tests be-
ing carried out on 1,620 volun-
teers in Bandung, West Java. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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SINGAPORE Airlines (SIA) 
Group and budget carrier Jet-
star Asia will fly to more destina-
tions and at a slightly increased 
frequency as the gradual recov-
ery of the carriers continues.

Scoot, the budget arm of SIA 
Group, on Tuesday said it will 
restart flights to Tokyo, Osaka, 
Palembang, Pekanbaru and 
Yogyakarta this month, add-
ing these to the 13 locations it 
was flying to last month.

Meanwhile, Jetstar Asia 
said on Monday it will restart 
flights to Phnom Penh, Cam-
bodia on September 18.

SIA last week said it will 
begin adding more flights to 
cities such as Jakarta, London 
and Sydney in the next three 
months. It will also restart 
flights to Surabaya in Indone-
sia this month.

With the gradual increase in 
flights, SIA Group’s passenger 
capacity will reach about 11 
per cent of pre-pandemic lev-
els by the end of November.

In comparison, it had been 
operating at seven per cent of 
its pre-Covid-19 capacity last 
month.

Aviation analyst Shukor 
Yusof from Malaysian-based 

Endau Analytics Sdn Bhd said 
despite the increased flights, 
the outlook for airlines re-
mained bleak and they would 
have to endure the situation 
for a while longer.

He said: “While it won’t help 
the bottom line, any incre-
mental rise, however small, 
represents a psychological up-
lift for staff and passengers.”

The International Air Trans-
port Association has said de-
mand for air travel is unlikely 
to return to the levels before 
the pandemic until 2024.

In the meantime, beyond 
increasing flights, the local car-
riers have also announced new 
initiatives to retain customers.

SIA on Tuesday said it will 
tweak its loyalty schemes to 
allow passengers to more eas-
ily retain their loyalty status.

Jetstar Asia on Monday said 
it will launch a programme to 
offer passengers additional 
assurances about their safety 
while flying.

These include measures such 
as giving each passenger a san-
itising wipe, sequenced board-
ing and cleaning of planes 
during flights. THE STRAITS TIMES 

(SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

THE Philippines will not follow the US lead 
in blacklisting Chinese companies involved 
in the construction of artificial islands in 
the disputed South China Sea, the presi-
dent’s spokesman said on Tuesday, arguing 
that Manila needed Beijing’s investment.

Washington last week announced 
sanctions against 24 Chinese State-
owned companies – including subsidiar-
ies of China Communications Construc-
tion Co Ltd, which is involved in a $10 

billion airport project in Manila.
The US has been pushing back against 

Beijing’s military build-up in the South 
China Sea, where sovereignty is contest-
ed by several countries – including the 
Philippines.

China claims the majority of the area, 
invoking its so-called “nine-dash line” to 
justify its alleged historic rights to a key 
waterway through which trillions of dol-
lars of international trade pass every year.

President Rodrigo Duterte’s spokes-
man Harry Roque on Tuesday said Chi-
nese involvement in major Philippine 
infrastructure projects would go ahead 
despite Washington’s sanctions – includ-
ing turning Sangley Point, a US naval 
station until the early 1970s, into a com-
mercial airport.

“The Sangley project will push through,” 
Roque told reporters, adding that the 
Philippines “will not follow the American 
directive because we are a free and inde-
pendent State and we need investments 
coming from China”.

Chinese ambassador to the Philippines 
Huang Xilian said the US sanctions were 
aimed at driving “a wedge between China 
and regional countries”.

He said: “I believe that any attempt to 
undermine the normal economic coop-
eration between China and the Philip-
pines will never succeed.”

China has reinforced its claim to the South 
China Sea by building up small shoals and 
reefs into military bases with airstrips and 
port facilities.

It rejected a 2016 UN-backed tribunal’s 
ruling that its claims were without legal 
basis.

Sino-Philippine relations have improved 
under Duterte, who has tried to steer his 
country away from the ambit of the US 
– its former colonial master – to pursue 
greater economic cooperation with its gi-
ant neighbour and US rival. AFP

Philippines won’t blacklist China firms

SIA, Scoot and Jetstar 
Asia restarting flights 
to more destinations

Jokowi: Indonesia vaccine ‘to be 
ready’ for production mid-2021

The Merah Putih vaccine candidate is being developed by a national consortium under the research and technology ministry. ANTARA/THE JAKARTA POST

Jetstar Asia said it will restart flights to Phnom Penh, Cambodia on 
September 18. THE STRAITS TIMES

The Philippines will not follow the US lead in blacklisting Chinese companies involved in the 
construction of artificial islands in the disputed South China Sea. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Continued from page 1

to investigate the case but 
did not send the accused to 
court, as ordered by the pros-
ecution.

It found evidence of corrup-
tion and conspiracy among of-
ficials ranging from the raising 
of false evidence to coopera-
tion between prosecutors, gov-
ernment officials and lawyers 
to damage the justice process. 
Vicha likened the corruption 
to a poisonous tree that pro-
duces poisonous fruits.

“We proposed a new inves-
tigation, starting from zero,” 
he said.

He also suggested that 
the statute of limitations on 
charges should be suspended 
for suspects who flee justice.

High-level government of-
ficials involved in the case 
should also be investigated, 
he said.

Vicha said he would now 
coordinate with the NACC 
and Public Sector Anti-Cor-
ruption Commission (PACC) 
on further investigation of 

the case.
Vorayuth is accused of 

crashing his Ferrari into mo-
torcycle policeman Sergeant 
Major Wichian Klanprasert in 
Bangkok’s Thong Lor district 
and killing him on September 
3, 2012, and for using cocaine 
at the time of the accident.

He fled the country on his 
private jet in 2017, but his 
return was widely expected 
after authorities revealed in 
July that all charges against 
him had been dropped.

But a huge public out-
cry – including hundreds of 
thousands of people using 
the hashtag #BoycottRedBull 
on social media – prompted 
three new probes, including 
the latest one set up by the 
prime minister.

As the grandson to Red Bull 
co-founder Chaleo Yoovid-
hya, the 38-year-old is part 
of a clan which boasts a net 
worth of $20.2 billion – mak-
ing it Thailand’s second rich-
est family, Forbes magazine 
reported. THE NATION (THAILAND)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK, AFP

A hit-and-run draws 
Thai ire eight years on
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C
OVID-19 has 
changed the way 
the financial servic-
es industry operates 

in a very short time. the digi-
tisation of financial products 
and services has accelerated, 
and operations, most of 
which had previously taken 
place in traditional office and 
bank branch settings, have 
rapidly gone remote. 

both trends have increased 
the attack surface of the 
industry, giving cybercrimi-
nals new avenues to target 
sensitive customer and com-
pany data. Indonesia is par-
ticularly vulnerable to these 
new threats. the country has 
already been in the midst of 
rapid digitisation of financial 
services, with new payment 
platforms like Gojek’s Gopay 
and OVO. 

GlobalWebIndex reports 
that Indonesia also has the 
highest rate of e-commerce 
use in the world – an over-
whelming 90 per cent of 
internet users between 16 
and 64 years old say they 
shop online. 

New, rapidly growing dig-
ital platforms and custom-
ers who are inexperienced 
in transacting online are 
ripe targets for cybercrimi-
nal networks, and the pan-
demic has offered a whole 
new set of lures. For exam-
ple, more than 98,000 high-
risk domains were created 
with a Covid-19 theme from 
January through the first 
week of April, according to 
Domaintools. 

Financial services Informa-
tion sharing and Analysis 
Centre (Fs-IsAC) found more 
than 1,500 financially-
themed domains offering 
Covid-19 related credit, 
loans, insurance and more. 
the bulk of the domains 
were created in march. by 
the second week of April, the 
numbers of new high-risk 
domains were down 92 per 
cent following a crackdown 
by domain registrars. the 
sudden rise and fall of this 
tactic shows how threats are 
constantly evolving, with 
cybercriminals quick to 

exploit a vulnerability and 
then change tactics once 
defences are built. 

to best capitalise on new 
attack strategies in southeast 
Asia like botnets, cryptojack-
ing, and ransomware, cyber-
criminals collaborate 
through a variety of net-
works. For example, less 
tech-savvy criminals simply 
buy ransomware services or 
kits from more technical 
hackers. Criminal groups are 
now not simply holding sto-
len data for ransom and 
returning it to the victim 
after payment, but also post-
ing it online for other threat 
actors to use and even auc-
tioning it off on the dark web. 

many cybercriminal net-
works run like formal, legiti-
mate companies, with diverse 
functions and organisational 
roles like CeOs, recruiters and 
even customer service agents 
who, for example, guide vic-
tims through how to pay to 
recover their data or regain 
access to their systems. 

Now more than ever, the 
only way to stay ahead of 
these sophisticated criminal 

networks is for us to work 
together as well. In financial 
services, this is especially cru-
cial, since large-scale attacks 
on financial institutions could 
damage overall customer 
trust in the financial system, 
which has ramifications for 
the whole industry as 
opposed to just the individual 
victims of the attack. 

sharing cyber intelligence 
is one key way to reduce 

cyber risk. Organisations like 
information sharing and 
analysis centres (IsACs) facil-
itate sharing in a trusted 
environment using a secure 
member portal, a set of 
guidelines for how informa-
tion can be shared, and 
smaller circles of trust for 
specific communities within 
different sectors and regions. 

IsACs enable intelligence 
sharing for the global finan-

cial services industry. Fs-IsAC 
in singapore, for example, 
serves member institutions 
across Asia-pacific, giving 
them a platform to share 
country-specific threat activi-
ty and cybersecurity best 
practices in areas such as 
incident response and third-
party risk management. 

through a wide variety of 
events and meetings, Fs-
IsAC helps build trust in the 

community and between 
members. It also offers resil-
iency exercises to build our 
industry’s capacity to protect 
and defend against new 
types of attacks. 

While financial institutions 
may be wary of sharing intel-
ligence with their competi-
tors, the faster the intelli-
gence is shared, the higher 
the chance for other firms to 
put up defences against the 

threat. this prevents cyber-
criminals from using the 
same attack strategy multiple 
times, forcing them to find a 
different approach or at least 
build new attack infrastruc-
ture, lowering their return on 
investment and making 
cybercrime more expensive. 

As cybercriminals con-
stantly evolve and become 
more sophisticated, the need 
for intelligence sharing is 
more important than ever. 
the cyberattacks related to 
Covid-19 have proved how 
quickly new attack vectors 
can emerge. 

since no institution can 
anticipate every threat all the 
time, the financial services 
industry needs to learn from 
the threat actors themselves 
and build trusted relation-
ships within the industry 
through peer-to-peer intelli-
gence sharing. Only by col-
laborating as they do can we 
beat cybercriminals at their 
own game. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

The writer is executive director Asia 
Pacific at FS-ISAC.

Opinion
Brian Hansen

Sharing intelligence helps us 
beat cybercriminals

To best capitalise on new attack strategies in Southeast Asia like botnets, cryptojacking, and ransomware, cybercriminals collaborate through a 
variety of networks. For example, less tech-savvy criminals simply buy ransomware services or kits from more technical hackers. UNSPLASH

The faster the intelligence is 
shared, the higher the chance 

for other firms to put up 
defences against the threat
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something stinks: Iraq’s dead fish problem
p

OIsONeD water, illegal dams 
and even armed clashes: 
these days, fishing for pre-
cious barbels in Iraq’s majes-

tic river marshes involves navigating 
precarious waters.

For centuries, civilisations in south-
ern Iraq have made a living from 
farming and fishing the whiskered, 
carp-like fish native to the twin tigris 
and euphrates rivers.

Hussein serhan is a proud descend-
ant of one such family.

Like his father and grandfather before 
him, the 70-year-old has spent his life on 
the riverbeds of Diwaniyah province.

season after season, he carefully 
scoured vast stretches of water for 
schools of the ray-finned barbels he 
calls his “children.”

this year, he didn’t have to look far.
thousands of tonnes floated up to 

the surface of the wetland – dead.
“It’s an ecological disaster,” serhan 

told AFp. 
“We lost all our revenues. We need 

years to recover.” 
the causes of the mass premature 

deaths remain unclear, but marsh-
based fishermen have some theories.

“Gangs,” said Hussein Ali, 37, who 
fishes on another bank of the 325 sq 
km al-Delmaj marsh, in neighbour-
ing Wasit province.

Ali and others blame groups with 
alleged links to fish importers for poi-
soning local supplies, although they 
did not specify what substance may 
have been used.

“they have also installed dams along 
rivulets that feed the marshes, which 
means water levels drop,” Ali added.

He said anyone who tries to remove 
the dams, installed to horde water 
levels and fish stocks, is threatened.

“more than 2,000 families live off 
fishing in al-Delmaj. We don’t know 
how to do anything else,” Ali said. 

‘Where is the state?’
It’s not Iraq’s first riverine disaster: in 

2018, fish farmers alleged their stocks 
were poisoned after millions of carp, used 
in the national dish masgoof, died. 

In march 2019, a United Nations 
probe put the cause down to the Koi 
Herpes Virus, saying overstocking 
and low-quality river water likely fur-
thered its spread.

this year, a preliminary study by the 
agriculture ministry ruled out any viral 
or bacterial cause, so allegations of foul 
play are again floating to the surface. 

In June, Iraq’s water ministry said 
its employees were shot at as they 
tried to remove illegal dams. 

then, in early August, a local fishing 
tribe clashed with an armed group that 

had allegedly erected some dams. 
Furious locals accuse both federal 

and provincial authorities of failing 
to secure the marshes.

“Where is the state in all this? Where 
are they as these disasters threaten 
to annihilate our fish?” said Ali. 

Iraq’s Agriculture minister moham-
med al-Khafaji said an investigation 
had begun. 

“We are determined to reveal the 

perpetrators to the public,” he said. 
One speculative theory swirling 

among Iraqis is that turkish and Ira-
nian companies that usually import 
seafood stocks into Iraq had paid 
people to deliberately poison the 
marshes or disrupt water flows.

the alleged motive? Concerns that 
Iraqi consumers were opting for increas-
ingly cheap barbels, squeezing the 
imported seafood out of the market. 

barbels are typically sold to neigh-
bouring Gulf countries but this year, 
with borders closed for months due 
to Covid-19, the whiskered fish flood-
ed local markets.

Iraqis have opted for these affordable 
domestic catches, stacked high in wood-
en stalls, instead of imported fish. 

“We were self-sufficient this year 
and imports stopped, which frus-
trated others. that’s why they did 

this,” said Khafaji, declining to be 
more specific. 

‘Heavy losses’
Imad al-makrud, who farms bar-

bels in Al-Delmaj, noted that domes-
tic demand had indeed swelled.

“We lowered our prices to sell. the 
kilo dropped from 10,000 Iraqi dinars 
to 2,000 (just over $1.50),” he said.

“Iran and turkey, the main export-
ers of fish to Iraq, lost a lot of money,” 
said makrud.

the marshes are home to rich flora 
and fauna, migrant birds and huge 
water buffalo, whose milk is made into 
a creamy cheese eaten at Iraqi break-
fasts.

Hassan al-rusha, a buffalo herder in 
Wasit, said poisoned waters killed 50 
of his flock and caused more than 135 
miscarriages of pregnant buffalo. 

“I’ve never seen anything like it,” 
he told AFp.

the losses are heavy for his village, 
which relied on just over 3,000 water 
buffalo to earn a living. 

And there could be long-lasting dam-
age to the marshlands’ biological diver-
sity, warned Diwaniyah’s environmen-
tal commissioner raghad Abdessada. 

“this environmental catastrophe 
that took place will affect the region’s 
economy and the people who are liv-
ing off this work,” she told AFp. afp 

Thrones creators join star Wars director for Netflix series
tHe creators of Game of Thrones 
will team up with star Wars 
director rian Johnson and brad 
pitt for an ambitious new Chi-
nese sci-fi adaptation, Netflix 
announced tuesday.

Liu Cixin’s bestselling book 
trilogy The Three-Body Prob-
lem, which tells the epic story 
of humanity’s first contact 
with an alien civilization, will 
become an international series 
for the streaming giant.

“Liu Cixin’s trilogy is the most 
ambitious science-fiction 
series we’ve read, taking read-

ers on a journey from the 1960s 
until the end of time, from life 
on our pale blue dot to the dis-
tant fringes of the universe,” 
Thrones duo David benioff and 
D. b. Weiss, who will co-write, 
said in a statement.

they will be joined as execu-
tive producers by rian John-
son, who oversaw 2017’s criti-
cally acclaimed star Wars 
movie The Last Jedi, as well as 
brad pitt’s plan b entertain-
ment company.

prolific Chinese science fic-
tion author Liu said the apoc-

alyptic series “transcends time 
and the confines of nations, 
cultures and races; one that 
compels us to consider the fate 
of humankind as a whole.”

It imagines an alternate history 
in which a female Chinese astro-
physicist caught up in the Cul-
tural revolution makes contact 
with an alien civilization, prompt-
ing global fears of an invasion.

Fans include former presi-
dent barack Obama, who once 
said the “wildly imaginative” 
trilogy made “my day-to-day 
problems with Congress seem 

fairly petty – not something to 
worry about. Aliens are about 
to invade!”

Another of Liu’s works, The 
Wandering Earth, was given the 
big-screen treatment last year 
– billed as China’s first space-
age blockbuster, it became one 
of the country’s highest grossing 
movies with over $690 million 
domestically.

Thrones showrunners benioff 
and Weiss signed a multi-year 
deal with Netflix last August to 
write, produce and direct new 
series and films.

tuesday’s announcement is 
the first confirmed project to 
emerge from that deal, which 
was reportedly worth a nine-
figure sum and followed an 
intense bidding war between 
major studios.

the pair spent around a dec-
ade on HbO’s fantasy epic 
Thrones, which demolished 
audience records, scooped an 
unprecedented number of 
emmys for a fictional show, 
and redefined weekly “event 
tV.” 

Announcing the deal last 

year, benioff and Weiss said 
they shared a love for “the 
same books” as several Netflix 
executives.

“the first time I read The 
Three-Body Problem trilogy 
(remembrance of earth’s 
past), it changed what science 
fiction meant to me forever,” 
said Netflix original series 
drama vice-president peter 
Friedlander.

benioff, Weiss and the other 
producers exchange frequent 
e-mails and “discuss the books 
compulsively,” he added. afp

Thousands of tonnes of dead fish have floated up to the surface of the wetlands in the al-Dekmaj marsh in Iraq, disrupting the local food chain and economy. afp

The poisoned waters have also affected cows in the 325 sq km al-Delmaj marsh area. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Electronic communication
  6 “Brava!” elicitor
 10 Flan need
 14 Cowboy’s tool
 15 Genie’s largesse
 16 Undeniable
 17 Reaching a turning point
 20 Happy as a lark
 21 High school health topic
 22 Beaver State capital
 25 Repertory member
 26 Sharpness of voice
 30 Egyptian goddess
 32 Dead-end street
 35 Glacial period
 41 Make a beeline to
 43 Be absorbed gradually
 44 Daggers with slender blades
 45 Shake hands for the first time
 47 Get checkmated
 48 Moroccan seaport
 53 Theater necessity
 56 Skimmer over frozen lakes
 58 A disco move
 63 Look perplexed

 66 Energy output units
 67 One getting a decoration
 68 Official language of India
 69 Freelance submission encl.
 70 Flubs one
 71 Atlas closeup
DOWN
  1 Hamburgers are at its mouth
  2 Fertile soil
  3 About a third of Earth’s land 

mass
  4 Does not exist
  5 Some balcony sections
  6 Beard on grain
  7 Drilling platform
  8 Connecting strips of land
  9 “Hi!” on the high seas
 10 Body of moral values
 11 Bid welcome to, as guests
 12 Fertilizer from bats
 13 Passover feast
 18 Crete’s highest mountain
 19 General, to a Turk
 23 Deceiver
 24 Jailbreak participant
 26 Unoriginal response
 27 Union requirement

 28 T. Rex and Roxy Music’s genre
 29 Taro root
 31 Roadside reading
 33 Useful Scrabble tile
 34 Sunflower supporter
 36 Ho ___ Minh City
 37 “And others,” briefly
 38 Frizzy coif
 39 Impossibility for a monotheist
 40 Language of Ireland
 42 Very small amount
 46 Rolle of “Good Times”
 48 Starts a seventh-inning routine
 49 West African capital
 50 Arctic masses
 51 Lower in reputation
 52 Preschool attendee
 54 Indexers generally ignore it
 55 Roll that’s served cold
 57 Training-room complaint
 59 Tibia setting
 60 Some wallet bills
 61 Put on board, as cargo
 62 Cut-and-paste
 64 Rink legend Bobby
 65 Refusals

“DON’T PICK TAILS” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

Lifestyle

Lorraine Ann Imperio (left) carrying a bag of old milk bottles as she meets with Reniel Bariso to barter their 
goods in Las Pinas City, suburban Manila. AFP

Will trade for food: 
online bartering soars 
in virus-hit philippines
s

trUGGLING to make 
ends meet, Lorraine 
Imperio swapped a 
pair of Nike slip-on 

shoes for a whole dressed 
chicken on an online barter-
ing site, one of dozens that 
have sprouted up during the 
philippines’ virus lockdowns.

With millions stripped of 
their jobs and many forced to 
stay home to slow the corona-
virus spread, Filipinos have 
flocked to Facebook groups to 
exchange their possessions, 
including kitchen appliances, 
children’s toys and designer 
handbags – mostly for food. 

“It’s so difficult nowadays. 
You don’t know where you’ll 
get the money to settle the 
bills for groceries,” said Im-
perio, a mother of two whose 
husband works part-time at a 
doughnut shop in manila.

His hours have been slashed 
because of the pandemic and 
he now only earns about 9,000 
pesos ($185) a month, half of 
which is used to pay the rent 
for the family’s apartment.

Online bartering groups 
have provided a lifeline to 
the Imperios and other Filipi-
nos hit hard by the country’s 
months-long virus restrictions 
that started in march and have 
sent the economy plunging 
into a deep recession.

At least 98 groups, some 
with tens of thousands of 
members, are operating 
across the archipelago, ac-
cording to an AFp tally. 

Nearly all of them started 
during the pandemic as many 
Filipinos resorted to the an-
cient trading practice to feed 
their families.

Google search volume in the 
philippines for the keywords 
“barter food” soared 300 per 
cent in may from April, ip-
rice Group found in a recent 
study, as lockdowns squeezed 
household budgets and made 
travelling about difficult. 

Its analysis of 85 popular 
Facebook barter groups, with 
more than two million mem-
bers in total, found food and 
other groceries were among 
the most sought-after items.

people post photos and 
specifications of the goods 
they want to swap, indicate 
what they want in return and 
then negotiate via the com-
ments section. 

After successfully bartering 
baby bottles that she no lon-
ger needed, Imperio swapped 
a baby’s down jacket and a 
ralph Lauren hoodie for 6kg 
of rice.

While the Nike slip-on shoes 
were traded for a chicken, a 
second pair has not had any 
takers after three weeks.

“Old items are more difficult 
to sell,” the 28-year-old said. 
“With bartering, it’s easier to 

convert them into food.” 

Swapping to survive
Jocelle batapa sigue 

launched bacolod barter 
Community four months ago 
out of frustration at not being 
able to go shopping and a de-
sire to help others.

Her husband held the fami-
ly’s only quarantine travel pass, 
which people were required 
to carry when they left their 
homes during the lockdown. 

“It’s difficult for me to get 
what I want when I tell my 
husband to buy it,” said sigue, 
who is a lawyer in the central 
city of bacolod.

the group has more than 
230,000 members with more 
joining every day, she said. 

sigue estimates thousands 
of items – from shampoo 

and birthday cakes to mobile 
phones and eyeliner – change 
hands on her site daily. 

“Without the pandemic, I 
don’t think the barter com-
munity would be popular,” 
she said.

An estimated 5.2 million Fili-
pino families had experienced 
“hunger due to lack of food to 
eat” at least once in the previ-
ous three months – the high-
est in nearly six years, a survey 
in early July by pollster social 
Weather stations showed.

but it is not just cash-
strapped people bartering 
their belongings. 

Others are taking the chance 
to dispose of goods they no lon-
ger need after quarantine mea-
sures upended normal life. 

Chona de Vega, 57, traded 
her hair-straighter and elec-
tric kettle for a bag of grocer-

ies and now plans to dispose 
of her iron.

“I have no use for it,” said 
de Vega, who lives in manila 
and spends most of her time 
at home because of travel re-
strictions.

Charles ramirez, who runs 
a 14,000-member bartering 
site in the capital, said a “big 
percentage” of his group live 
in poverty and mostly ask for 
groceries.

“people are realising that 
while they have no money, they 
have accumulated a lot of ma-
terial things (they can swap),” 
said ramirez, who set up his 
group in may after losing his 
job as a grocery wholesaler.

“It’s a depressing feeling, of 
course, having to let go of things 
you have accumulated just to 
be able to survive.” AFP

It’s a depressing feeling, of 
course, having to let go of 

things you have accumulated 
just to be able to survive



NFL commissioner Roger Goodell 
says the league is “very fortunate” to 
have few training camp Covid-19 
cases and in the best position pos-
sible to play a full 2020 season.

Goodell spoke Tuesday after the 
NFL released its latest coronavirus 
test figures, with only four players 
and six team staffers positive for the 
deadly virus from August 21-29.

With only a 0.1 per cent positive rate, 
Goodell says the NFL is prepared to do 
what it takes to complete the campaign 
from the September 10 opener finding 
Houston at Kansas City to the Super 
Bowl in February at Tampa, Florida.

“It will not be easy, and it will be 
different,” Goodell said. “But we are 
prepared.”

The NFL is set to stop the daily test-
ing of players on Saturday while the 
NFL Players Association wants the 
league to continue daily player testing 
as it has done during training camps.

The league plans to stage games in 
team home stadiums, most with no 
spectators but some with reduced 
capacity to allow for social distancing.

Goodell said he thinks some teams 
with no spectators to open the season 
might be able to open to fans later in the 
campaign and added that he does not 
see any advantage for teams with fans 
versus those with empty home venues.

“We may be having a lot of teams that 

will start with no fans in the beginning 
of the season and they evolve to fans,” 
Goodell said. “We do not believe it’s a 
competitive advantage.”

Dr Allen Sills, NFL chief medical 
officer, says the number of people in 
team travel parties will decrease, 
including owners, who will have lim-
ited locker room and field access and 
must first be tested for Covid-19 to 
be in either place.

Sills said coaches and sideline per-
sonnel must wear face masks during 
games under new protocol measures 
unveiled Tuesday.

NFL executive vice president Troy 
Vincent said players have the option 
to stage boycotts to protest police 
brutality and racial injustice, a move 
undertaken for three days last week 
by the NBA before players resumed 
the playoffs on Saturday.

“They all have the choice, that indi-
vidual choice and right to either sit 
out or protest,” Vincent said.

NFL players want the league to 
apply pressure upon local officials 
regarding police reform and account-
ability measures.

Goodell emphasized NFL social jus-
tice initiatives, saying the phrases “It 
Takes All of Us” and “End Racism” will 
appear in NFL end zones this season. 
The league is also making moves to 
encourage voter registration. afp
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Serena, murray move on with US Open wins
S

ERENA Williams’ quest 
for a record-equalling 
24th Grand Slam got 
off the mark as Andy 

murray rolled back the years 
with a vintage comeback at 
the US Open on Tuesday.

Six-time winner Williams 
powered past 96th-ranked 
Kristie Ahn after murray came 
from two sets down to win a 
five-set thriller in his first sin-
gles Slam match in 18 months.

The pair both progressed to 
the second round on day two 
of a US Open that is unrecog-
nizable from previous tourna-
ments, without spectators and 
with stringent measures to 
prevent Covid-19 infections.

Williams defeated Ahn 7-5, 
6-3 as she started the latest bid 
of her protracted pursuit to 
match margaret Court’s Grand 
Slam title with a straight-sets 
win at Flushing meadows.

The 38-year-old overcame 
the loss of her first service 
game in the opening set to 
advance at a virtually empty 
Arthur Ashe Stadium, where 
artwork by black artists is 
displayed in honor of the 
Black Lives matter movement 
against racial injustice.

“I was really happy with how 
I just fought for every point 
no matter how I was playing,” 
said Williams.

It has been more than three 
years since Williams won her 
23rd Grand Slam title at the 
2017 Australian Open – when 
she was already pregnant 
with daughter Olympia.

She has come close since, 
reaching four major finals 
only to come away empty-
handed, but should have 
a better chance this time 
around with several top play-
ers absent because of corona-
virus concerns or injury.

World number one Ashleigh 
Barty, the second-ranked Si-
mona Halep and Canadian Bi-

anca Andreescu – who stunned 
Williams in last year’s final – are 
all absent from the behind-
closed-doors tournament.

A title win for Williams 
would also see her become 
the most decorated women’s 
player at the US Open in the 
modern era. She is currently 
tied with Chris Evert on six.

Navarro tribute
murray secured a stunning 

4-6, 4-6, 7-6 (7/5), 7-6 (7/4), 6-4 
come-from-behind victory in 
a bruising 4hr and 39min en-
counter against Japan’s 49th-
ranked Yoshihito Nishioka.

The Scotsman, who who 
has barely played in 2020, 
said he had learnt a lot about 
his physical condition and the 
metal hip he received during 
surgery last year.

“I’ve just played a four-and-
a-half hour match when I 
never thought I’d be able to,” 
he told reporters. 

“I’m not sitting here with 
my hip throbbing and ach-
ing. I’ll be able to sleep fine 
tonight,” murray said.

Tenth seed Garbine mugu-
ruza, the 2016 French Open 
champion and 2017 Wimble-
don winner, advanced to 

round two with a 6-4, 6-4 vic-
tory over Japan’s Nao Havino.

She dedicated the win to com-
patriot Carla Suarez Navarro, 
who revealed Tuesday that she 
had been diagnosed with Hodg-
kin lymphoma and will require 
six months of chemotherapy.

“You know, she’s such a nice 
woman, so sweet, so kind, so 
humble. When these things 
happen to these good people, 
I feel, like, so sad about it,” 
said muguruza.

Also in the women’s draw, 
second seed American Sofia 
Kenin needed just over an 
hour to score a 6-2, 6-2 win 

over unseeded Belgian Yani-
na Wickmayer at Louis Arm-
strong Stadium.

And ninth seed Johanna 
Konta beat compatriot Heath-
er Watson 7-6 (9/7), 6-1 in a tie 
dubbed the “Battle of Britain.”

There was disappointment 
for 40-year-old Venus Williams 
though who bowed out in the 
first round for the first time in 
her career, losing in straight 
sets to Karolina muchova.

Another veteran, Belgium’s 
37-year-old Kim Clijsters, also 
fell at the first hurdle. 

Clijsters making a come-
back for the second time in 

her career and playing in her 
first Grand Slam draw since 
2012, was beaten in three sets 
by Ekaterina Alexandrova, 
losing 3-6, 7-5, 6-1.

Thiem advances
In the men’s competition, 

No2 seed Dominic Thiem pro-
gressed to round two when op-
ponent Jaume munar retired 
after the second set at Louis 
Armstrong Stadium.

munar abandoned before 
the start of the third set, with 
Austria’s Thiem leading 7-6 
(8/6), 6-3.

Thiem now faces India’s 
Sumit Nagal, who became the 
first Indian man since 2013 to 
the reach the second round of 
a Grand Slam event with a 6-1, 
6-3, 3-6, 6-1 win over Bradley 
Klahn of the United States.

The US Open is taking place 
in a spectator-free bubble at 
the US National Tennis Cen-
ter in New York.

Players movements are 
tightly controlled and every-
one onsite is being tested 
regularly to minimize the risk 
of infection.

Argentina’s Guido Pella ac-
cused tennis chiefs of oper-
ating a double-standard over 
the handling of French player 
Benoit Paire’s positive Covid-
19 case.

Paire was withdrawn on Sun-
day but several French players 
who had been in contact with 
him were allowed to remain 
in the tournament under en-
hanced safety protocols.

Pella was excluded from last 
week’s Western & Southern 
Open, a US Open tuneup, de-
spite testing negative after his 
trainer contracted the virus.

“I am mad at them because of 
that, because they change the 
rules when Benoit tested posi-
tive. So I want to know why,” he 
said after being knocked out in 
the first round. afp

Goodell says NFL has chance to complete full season

Andy Murray won a stunning come-from-behind victory against Japan’s 49th-ranked Yoshihito Nishioka. afp

NFL commissioner Roger Goodell says the league is in the best position possible to play a full 2020 season. afp
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Snooker 
great Hendry 
comes out of 
retirement

Seven-time world champion 
Stephen Hendry, aged 51, 
announced on Tuesday that 

he will come out of retirement to 
play the next two seasons on the 
World Snooker Tour.

The Scot saw Ronnie O’Sullivan 
move to within one of his record 
tally of world championship titles 
last month at the Crucible.

Hendry originally retired in 
2012 after a quarter-final defeat 
in Sheffield, despite having hit a 
maximum 147 break in that year’s 
championship.

“I’m excited to have the oppor-
tunity to enter some tournaments 
over the coming two seasons,” 
he said.

“I’ve really enjoyed picking 
up my cue again recently at the 
World Seniors and after some 
coaching I feel a little more confi-
dent in my game.

“I’ve always missed the buzz of 
competing and although I have no 
expectations in terms of perfor-
mance, this felt like a good time to 
explore getting back to the table.”

Hendry won his maiden world 
championship in 1990, the first of 
four final wins over Jimmy White, 
and last lifted the trophy in 1999.

“He is a giant of the sport and I 
know that all eyes will be on him 
every time he takes to the table in 
the coming months,” said World 
Snooker Chairman Barry Hearn.

Hendry has claimed 36 rankings 
titles in total, a mark O’Sullivan 
passed to set a new record of 37 
with his latest Crucible triumph. afp

Seven-time world champion 
Stephen Hendry, 51, announced 
on Tuesday he will come out of 
retirement. afp

Nuggets come back from 3-1 deficit 
to beat Jazz in seven game series
N

IKOLA Jokic had 
30 points as the 
Denver Nuggets 
reached the east-

ern Conference semi-finals 
with a thrilling 80-78 game 
seven victory over the Utah 
Jazz on tuesday.

the 25-year-old serbian 
star, who also had 14 re-
bounds and four assists, had 
been taking a back seat to 
Canadian scoring phenom 
Jamal murray in the series, 
but Jokic busted out in the 
winner-takes-all showdown 
in Orlando, Florida.

“We didn’t quit. We just 
didn’t want to quit. I am glad 
we won the game,” said Jokic.

murray scored 17 points and 
michael porter finished with 
10 points and nine rebounds 
for the Nuggets, who advanced 
in a series for the first time in 
franchise history after being 
3-1 down, becoming just the 
12th team in league history to 
achieve such a comeback.

“A lot of teams would have 
just given in, especially when 
you consider we’ve been here 
57 days away from our fami-
lies,” Nuggets coach michael 
malone said.

the Nuggets will face the 
Los Angeles Clippers in the 
Western Conference semi-fi-
nals. the first game is thurs-
day in the NbA’s quarantine 
bubble in Florida.

tuesday’s game finished 
with a wild sequence that 
included Utah’s mike Conley 
throwing up a desperation 
shot at the buzzer that ringed 
the basket but failed to drop.

“It looked good, man. 
sometimes, it’s just the way 
it works,” Jazz star Donovan 
mitchell said.

“We fought hard and came 
back. I’d go to war with any 
one of these guys in the lock-
er room, any one of these 
coaches. We could’ve easy 

chalked it up in the first half. 
We have grit and fight. that’s 
all you can really ask for.”

mitchell also had a chance 
to tie it on Utah’s previous 
possession but he lost the ball 
on a drive to the basket. Den-
ver immediately went down 
to the other end but they 
missed an easy layup on their 
final possession of the game 
that would have sealed it.

mitchell led the Jazz with 22 
points and nine rebounds.

Celtics stretch lead 
In the eastern Conference, 

Jayson tatum scored a career 
playoff high 34 points and 
marcus smart drained five 
three-pointers in the fourth 
quarter as the boston Celtics 
rallied to beat toronto 102-99 
in game two of their series.

Kemba Walker finished with 
17 points and Jaylen brown had 
16 points and eight rebounds 
for the Celtics, who grabbed a 
2-0 lead in the best-of-seven 
eastern Conference semi-final. 

“marcus smart has been a 
winner since he’s gotten here,” 
said Celtics coach brad ste-
vens of smart, who finished 

with 19 points and six threes. 
“We’ve been in the playoffs 
every year since he’s been here 
and that’s not a coincidence.”

the teams were tied 28-28 
at the end of the first quarter 
but the defending NbA cham-
pion raptors led 78-70 head-
ing into the fourth.

O.G. Anunoby scored 20 
points, Fred VanVleet finished 
with 19 points and seven as-
sists and pascal siakam tallied 
17 points for the raptors, who 
had chances to pull even but 
made some uncharacteristic 
mistakes down the stretch.

Kyle Lowry made a pair of 
free throws with 61 seconds 
remaining to cut the Celtics 
lead to just one, 100-99, but 
that was as close as toronto 
would get.

Losing has been an unfamil-
iar feeling for the raptors in the 
NbA bubble. toronto had only 
lost one game during the seed-
ing round, a 122-100 setback to 
the Celtics. 

toronto had an eight-game 
winning streak heading into 
the start of this series but 
have now lost both games to 
boston. afp

Nikola Jokic of the Denver Nuggets reacts to a play during game seven against the utah Jazz. getty images/afp

The Ultimate Fighting Championship will help train a range of Chinese Olympic athletes. afp

UFC teams with China to prepare athletes for Olympics
tHe Ultimate Fighting Cham-
pionship will help train a range 
of Chinese Olympic athletes to 
get them in shape for next 
summer’s delayed tokyo 
Games and the beijing 2022 
Winter Olympics under a deal 
announced on Wednesday.

Although UFC-style mixed 
martial arts is not an Olympic 
sport, the Us-based promo-
tion has reached a “multi-year” 
agreement with the Chinese 
Olympic Committee allowing 
the country’s best athletes to 
draw on UFC expertise and 
use its multimillion-dollar 
performance institute in 
shanghai.

Zhang Weili, China’s first and 
only UFC champion, is among 
those who have been using the 
facility since it opened in June 

2019. China is a major growth 
market for the UFC.

Chinese Olympic athletes in 
a number of sports including 
swimming, cycling, speed 
skating and track and field 
have already been working 
with the UFC for the past 18 
months, it said.

Chinese competitors will be 
able to tap into UFC’s knowl-
edge of strength and condi-
tioning, sports science, physi-
cal therapy and nutrition.

“UFC is proud to partner 
with the Chinese Olympic 
Committee and be a valuable 
resource for their athletes,” 
said Kevin Chang, its Asia-
pacific senior vice-president.

“UFC built this (shanghai) 
facility to demonstrate its 
strong commitment to China 

and to serve elite-level athletes 
who want to develop their 
skills and achieve excellence 
in their respective sports.”

the tokyo 2020 Games were 
shifted from this summer to 
next because of the coronavi-
rus pandemic, meaning the 
beijing Winter Games will 
come just six months later.

“We are delighted to work 
with the UFC and send elite 
athletes to the UFC perform-
ance Institute shanghai to take 
part in physical and recovery 
training,” the Chinese Olym-
pic committee said.

“We hope UFC’s scientific 
training system provides help 
for Chinese athletes to pre-
pare for the 2021 tokyo Olym-
pics and 2022 beijing Winter 
Olympics.” afp
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