
Voun Dara

T
HREE former senior 
officials of the Supreme 
Court-dissolved Cam-
bodia National Rescue 

Party (CNRP) have requested 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior Sar Kheng 
to remove the ban that bars 
them from politics.

Former members of the 
CNRP’s Permanent Commit-
tee and Board of Directors, the 
three are among senior oppo-
sition figures who have been 
banned from taking part in 
politics for five years under the 
2017 Supreme Court ruling.

The three are former CNRP 
Permanent Committee mem-
ber Son Chhay, and former 
members of the Board of 
Directors, Pheav Kimchhon 
and Va Samon.

“We request Deputy Prime 
Minister Sar Kheng to remove 
the prohibition on performing 
political acts so that we have 
the right to take part in politics 
again,” said the letter.

They based their request on 
the law on politics that allows 
those who are prohibited to 
participate in the arena again.

“I call on Deputy Prime Min-
ister Sar Kheng to check the 
procedure to allow us to take 

part in politics again,” the letter 
said.

Chhay could not be reached 
for comment on Thursday.

Former CNRP lawmaker Ou 
Chanrath said on Thursday he 
had not seen the request.

“I only know they may decide 
that way. I think their request 
is the first step in demanding 
the right to be a simple citizen 
so they do not have to fear 
talking and communicating.

“If they do not have the right 
to take part in politics, they 
have to be cautious even in 
speaking. Their lives, there-
fore, become difficult.

“This request is because as 
former high-ranking officials of 
CNRP, they still haven’t received 
a solution from the Supreme 
Court about the political pro-
hibition. Personally, it is nor-
mal for them to request it as 
this issue has been suspended 
for many years,” he said.

Ministry spokesman Khieu 
Sopheak said Sar Kheng had 
instructed experts to review 
the request.

“Samdech Kralahom Sar 
Kheng has ordered the Gen-
eral Department of Adminis-
tration, General Commis-
sariat of the National Police

Man hangs self after strangling three daughters
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

A WOMAN returned to her Phnom 
Penh Thmey home in Sen Sok district 
in the capital after work only to find 
her husband hanging and her three 
daughters strangled to death.

Sen Sok district police chief Hour Meng 
Vang told The Post on Thursday that Chea 
Sokchum, 40, a tuk-tuk driver, lived in a 
rented room in the commune.

Daughters Chum Mengchou, 16, 

Chum Mengchen, five and Chum 
Mengchien, four, were also found dead 
in the 9pm incident on Wednesday.

Police found four dead bodies in 
different parts of the house. Two girls 
were on the ground floor bed while 
the teen was in an upstairs room.

Sokchum’s body was on a ladder 
and his neck was tied with a krama. 
There was blood flowing from his 
nose, said Meng Vang.

“According to his wife, Dim 

Sokneath, 38, who is a garment fac-
tory worker, and the evaluation and 
examination of the bodies, we con-
cluded it was a murder carried out by 
the father. He killed his daughters 
and then himself,” he said.

After checking the bodies, police 
handed them over to the wife and 
relatives for the funeral, he said.

The man’s younger sister, Chea Sreyne-
ang, 27, who stays in a rented room near-
by, told The Post that at 9pm, she heard 

her sister-in-law scream. She went to 
check and saw her brother hanging and 
her two small nieces dead on the bed.

“I was extremely frightened and did 
not know what to do besides cry as I am 
pregnant too. My sister-in-law called 
neighbours to help lower her husband 
to the ground. She then went upstairs 
and screamed after finding her oldest 
daughter dead as well,” she said.

Sokneath told The Post her hus-
band had threatened to kill himself 

and the kids whenever there were 
disputes. On Wednesday, before leav-
ing for work at the factory, she said 
she had a small argument with him.

“I don’t know if it’s inhumanity. The 
police said my kids died from stran-
gling. After that, he hung himself 
using a krama,” she said. 

Phnom Penh Municipal Court 
forensic expert Nong Sovanroth, who 
checked the bodies, confirmed that 
the children were strangled.
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UN: No virtual schooling for 463M
AMID the Covid-19 pandemic 
and widespread school clo-
sures, at least one-third of 
affected students around the 
world lack access to virtual 
education, according to a UN 
study released on Wednesday.

In all, an estimated 463 mil-
lion children lack the equip-
ment or electronic access to 
pursue distance learning, said 
the UN Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) report. 

In a statement, UNICEF 
executive director Henrietta 
Fore said: “The sheer number 
of children whose education 
was completely disrupted for 
months on end is a global 

education emergency.
“The repercussions could 

be felt in economies and soci-
eties for decades to come.”

The UN estimates that 1.5 
billion children worldwide 
have been affected by lock-
downs or school closings occa-
sioned by the pandemic.

The report underlined gap-
ing geographical differences 
in children’s access to dis-
tance education, with far 
fewer affected in Europe, for 
example, than in Africa or 
parts of Asia.

The UN report is based on 
data gathered from roughly 
100 countries, and measured 

public access to the internet, 
television and radio.

Even children with adequate 
access may face other obsta-
cles to distance learning – 
whether the lack of a good 
workspace at home, pressure 
to do other work for the fam-
ily, or a lack of technical sup-
port when computer prob-
lems arise, the report said.

Among students around the 
world who are unable to access 
virtual education, 67 million are 
in eastern and southern Africa, 
54 million in western and cen-
tral Africa, 80 million in the 
Pacific and East Asia, 37 million 
in the Middle East and North 

Africa, 147 million in South 
Asia, and 13 million in Latin 
America and the Caribbean.

No figures were given for the 
US, Canada or Southeast Asia.

With the new school year 
soon getting underway in 
many countries – including 
in-person classes in many 
places – UNICEF urged gov-
ernments to “prioritise the 
safe reopening of schools 
when they begin easing lock-
down restrictions”.

Where reopening is impos-
sible, governments should 
arrange for “compensatory 
learning for lost instructional 
time”, the report said. AFPContInued – page 2

two students attend a virtual class from a treetop on a hill, where they can reach internet signals, in el tigre, el Salvador, last week. AFP



Ministry says 
La Nina will 
bring heavy 
rain, flooding

CAMBODIA will experience 
heavy rain and flooding from 
September to late October, 

similar to what the Kingdom 
experienced between 1981 and 
2010,  said the Ministry of Water 
Resources and Meteorology. 

Ministry spokesman Chan Youttha 
said based on information from me-
teorological stations in Asia, Europe 
and the US, Cambodia and other 
regional countries will experience 
the La Nina weather phenomenon. 

“From mid-September onward, 
La Nina will cover 60 per cent of 
Cambodia. We will experience a lot 
of rain and flooding. Other regional 
countries will also suffer this influ-
ence,” he said.

He said the Ministry is always pre-
pared for the dry and rainy seasons, 
especially when there are floods.

Youttha said development in 
some areas has affected water-
ways and the situation demands 
that waterway system preparations 
be improved.

The ministry has prepared a work-
ing group to monitor the situation in 
the capital and all provinces across 
the country. The ministry has also 
prepared machinery in case floods 
affect towns and homes. It plans to 
excavate land to release water and 
lessen the impact on citizens. 

Youttha called on citizens who 
have houses or farms in low-
lying land flanking waterways to 
pay increased attention and be 
extremely vigilant from mid-Sep-
tember to late October.

La Nina is a climate pattern that 
forms from the cooling of surface 
ocean waters and brings a lot of 
humidity and rainfall.

Cambodia experienced almost 
100 per cent La Nina weather 
changes in 2011 and witnessed 
torrential rain, rain-induced floods 
and flooding from the Mekong 
River. MoM Kunthear

Former CNRP Permanent Committee 
member Son Chhay speaks to reporters 
in 2016. honG Menea
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and the ministry’s law experts to check 
and give him opinions,” he said.

He said following the procedure of 
the interior ministry, it has to check 
before sending work to the prime 
minister who has to send a request to 
the King for his signature, he said.

Democratic Institute for Democ-
racy president Pa Chanroeun said as 
a citizen and a person whose work is 
related to democracy in Cambodia, 
it is high time politicians stopped 
bothering about political disputes 
and negotiate with one another to be 
able to work together.

He said this is the force that can serve 
citizens and tackle national issues.

“If we look at Khmer history over 
500 years, there was no time that we 
had a long period of happiness and 
peace, more so than after the elec-
tion in 1994 which Cambodia fol-
lows for democracy and respect for 
human rights,” he said.

Politicians need 
to ‘end dispute, 
negotiate and 
work together’ 

uNWtO lauds Cambodia for 
responsible restart of tourism
Niem Chheng

t
HE uN World tourism Organ-
isation (uNWtO) secretary-
general Zurab Pololikashvili 
commended the government 

for putting in place effective measures 
to contain the Covid-19 pandemic 
while resuming its domestic tourism. 

In a letter to Prime Minister Hun 
sen on august 21, Pololikashivili 
thanked the Kingdom for its active 
involvement in uNWtO’s activities 
during the pandemic. 

“We are delighted to see that Cam-
bodia has gradually restarted its do-
mestic tourism in a controlled manner 
and has put in place all the necessary 
safety and hygiene protocols as well 
as the requisite guidelines at tourist 
sites. this responsible restart is highly 
recommended by WtO.

“as you are aware, uNWtO is fa-
cilitating the reopening of tourism 

in cooperation with member coun-
tries and international organisations 
through the development of guide-
lines and recommendations for a safe 
and responsible restart of tourism ac-
tivities,” he said.

Pololikashivili said the recent re-
placement Khmer New Year holiday 
had contributed to facilitating a safe 
and responsible restart of tourism in 
the country. 

according to a Ministry of tourism 
report, there were 1.45 million people 
travelling during the rescheduled holi-
day from august 17-21. Of the number, 
14,000 were foreign tourists. Domestic 
tourists spent more than $100 million 
during the five-day holiday, the report 
said. 

Cambodia association of travel 
agents (Cata) president Chhay sivlin 
said the uNWtO’s letter of apprecia-
tion could encourage international 
tourists to travel in the Kingdom. 

“the letter is a positive sign for Cam-
bodia. It showed that we have received 
international attention for carrying 
out safety measures well. We are happy 
as we have demonstrated that we can 
bring Covid-19 under control. It can 
encourage people across the world to 
consider visiting Cambodia,” she said.

sivlin said during the holiday she 
had observed that Cambodians prac-
tised safety and hygiene measures 
well, especially at tourist attractions, 
with revellers wearing facemasks and 
maintaining social distancing.

the authorities, she said, had also 
prepared sanitisers for disinfection 
the virus and constantly reminded 
people to practice safety measures.

Within two weeks until thursday, 
Cambodia had not recorded any new 
cases of Covid-19. Of the 273 cases re-
corded since January, 264 have recov-
ered and been discharged from hospi-
tals. No one has died from the virus.

Health workers take the temperature of Khmer New Year revellers in Siem Reap town on August 17. SieM reap provincial adMiniStration

Pagodas prepare 
Covid measures 
for Pchum Ben
Mom Kunthear

MINIstER of Cults and Reli-
gions Chhit sokhon instructed 
directors of all provincial and 
municipal departments to 
work with Buddhist leaders to 
reduce the risk of Covid-19 
during the upcoming Kan Ben 
and Pchum Ben festivals.

the Kan Ben and Pchum Ben 
ceremonies this year will take 
place from september 13-17.

sokhon wants his officials to 
work with monks at all levels 
and pagoda chiefs throughout 
the capital and provinces to 
strengthen safety measures.

sokhon said in an announce-
ment on august 25 that people will 
travel to pagodas across the coun-
try for the Buddhist holidays.

In order to comply with Min-
istry of Health requirements, 
pagodas must be organised in 
an orderly manner and be hygi-
enic. they should also be envi-
ronmentally friendly and public 
rubbish bins should be set up.

“the pagodas must cooper-

ate with the local authorities to 
organise safety measures for 
the people who come to per-
form meritorious deeds. Pre-
pare and distribute alms appro-
priately to avoid waste. give to 
the armed forces and distribute 
to the poor, orphans and home-
less children,” sokhon said.

He said pagodas should be 
inspected and monitored to 
implement the recommenda-
tions of the prime minister and 
the Ministry of Health. Educa-
tional materials produced by 
the Ministry of Health should 
be shared widely and regularly 
in the pagodas. 

Health check stations should 
be set up for people entering 
the pagoda courtyards, temple 
or hall, including a thermom-
eter check and soap or alcohol 
for hand washing.

sokhon said people must wear 
masks, scarfs, or towels or cover 
their mouth when coughing or 
sneezing. they should also keep 
a personal distance of at least 
1.5m from each person.

Pchum Ben Day is one of 
Cambodia’s major festivals, 
which people throughout the 
Kingdom have traditionally 
celebrated without interrup-
tion. It starts from the first day 
of the lunar month until the 
15th. the 15 days are divided 

into Ben one and Ben two, and 
the last day is Pchum Ben.

serey sakor Daun sdoeung 
pagoda chief monk Im teang, 
told The Post on thursday that 
his pagoda in Preah sdech dis-
trict, Prey Veng province has 
always followed the Ministry 

of Health guidelines. 
“For the upcoming Kan Ben 

and Pchum Ben festivals, I do 
not yet know whether the gov-
ernment will allow gatherings 
or not. But I am prepared to 
share the information every 
day to the Buddhists around 

the pagoda to protect and pre-
vent Covid-19,” he said.

teang said he could not ban 
or limit the number of people 
who come to celebrate Kan 
Ben or Pchum Ben because of 
their respect for Buddhism, 
but he will follow the minis-

People make offerings to the monks at a pagoda in Chroy Changvar commune, in Phnom Penh’s Chroy Changvar district last year. hoG Menea



Soth Koemsoeun 

THE Health Ministry’s National 
Blood Transfusion Centre Cam-
bodia expressed extreme con-
cern on Thursday about a dras-
tic decline in blood donations 
in the first half of the year.

The centre received only 
6,000 units of blood – about 
11 per cent of last year’s 70,000 
units during the same period.

Cambodia lacks 20 to 30 
per cent of the blood it needs 
to save victims, said National 
Blood Transfusion Centre di-
rector Sok Po.

Po said the dwindling sup-
ply is dangerous when the de-
mand for blood has increased 
by 10,000 units year-on-year.

“We are very concerned over 

this lack of blood. The reason 
why so few people volunteer 
to donate blood is that our citi-
zens don’t understand the sig-
nificance of such a donation.

“We have not yet spread the 
word widely. In order words, 
people are still doubtful and 
believe donating blood harms 
their health.

“Let me stress that donat-
ing blood doesn’t cause health 
problems and even improves 
health. We will continue to ed-
ucate them about the benefits 
of blood donation,” he said.

Ministry of Health techni-
cal director-general Hok Kim 
Cheng said on Thursday that 
donations remain limited.  He 
wants to encourage active par-
ticipation to save lives, he said.

“Donating blood is a gen-
erous act and of vital impor-
tance for victims at various 
hospitals which need blood. 
Research suggests it can be 
beneficial to the health of do-
nors. Donating blood reduces 
the recurrence of cancer and 
other health risks,” he said.

Phnom Penh resident Pich 
Chenda, who donates blood 
every three months, said on 
Thursday it is safe, painless, 
easy and helps communities.

“Knowing that my organisa-
tion initiates a voluntary blood 
donation programme, I signed 
up immediately because I feel 
I am assisting people. I am 
proud to be a donor because 
donating blood is like giving 
life,” he said.

National
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Ministry pleads for blood

VN ‘violates’ border 
with concrete shelter
Niem Chheng

K
aNDaL provincial 
authorities said the 
Vietnamese military 
are turning one of 

their 10 makeshift tents along 
the border into a concrete 
shelter.

In a letter to Kandal gover-
nor Kong Sophorn, provin-
cial police chief Chhoeun 
Sochet said the Vietnamese 
side originally built the tents 
for their soldiers on the dis-
puted zone to prevent illegal 
border crossing amid the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

He said eight Cambodian 
border police officers, seven 
soldiers from border pro-
tection unit 601, and Ka’am 
Samnor commune police 
went to inspect the structure 
in Tan Chau district in Viet-
nam’s an gaing province 
that borders Cambodia’s 
Ka’am Samnor commune in 
Loeuk Daek district.

There, they met their Viet-
namese counterparts who 
were constructing the struc-
ture made of wood with con-
crete pillars. Covered by a zinc 
roof, the structure, measuring 
20sqm in width and 3m in 
height, is located about 120m 
from the border.

“We met the Vietnamese 
chief of the 925 Vinh Xuong 
border post, demanding they 

halt the construction. But the 
Vietnamese side said they 
only followed the command 
of their superiors who told 
them to construct four [solid] 
shelters,” Sochet said.

He said the Loeuk Daek 
district governor also went to 
check the tents on Wednes-
day and told his Vietnamese 
counterpart again to halt the 
construction, but to no avail.

a local police officer said on 
condition of anonymity that 
since the Covid-19 outbreak, 
Vietnam had erected 10 tents 
along the unresolved border.

The Vietnamese authorities, 
he said, claimed they plan to 
replace the makeshift tents 
with solid shelters higher 
from the ground because the 
area is prone to flooding.

Var Kim Hong, the senior 
minister in charge of bor-
der affairs, told reporters at 
the Council of Ministers on 
Thursday that he was aware 
of the new structure, but had 
not received a detailed report 
from the provincial authori-
ties. He said the location is in 
a “white zone” that remains 
under negotiations.

“We have not reached an 
agreement. We’ve requested 
France for help on the re-
maining 16 per cent of our 
unresolved borders.

“We’ve requested the French 
president to guide us on how 

to transform the 1/100,000 
Bound Map into a 1/50,000 
map. But there is no result yet 
because we have not agreed 
with each other on the terms 
of reference,” he said.

The Ministry of Foreign af-
fairs and International Co-
operation spokesperson and 
Sophorn could not be reached 
for comment on Thursday.

Royal academy of Cambo-
dia president Sok Touch said 
with some border poles left 
from the French colonial era, 
some parts of the borders 
between the Ka’am Samnor 
crossing and Chrey Thom 
checkpoint have been de-
marcated, while some parts 
remain under negotiations. 

The new solid structure was 
built without mutual agree-
ment, he said.

“If Vietnam does not re-
move them, we have some 
steps to take – send a diplo-
matic note, call a meeting 
of both countries’ border 
committees and construct 
the same posts in the same 
distance from the borders. If 
they don’t respect us, we can 
respond in kind.

“We can use our forces to 
destroy those tents, but doing 
so would violate their territo-
rial sovereignty. So, the only 
way is to construct [tents] 
on our land just like them 
because Vietnam violated 

The centre received only 6,000 units of blood – about 11 per cent of last year’s 70,000 units. Hean Rangsey
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Soth Koemsoeun

tHE National Police Depart-
ment for Private security 
Management has instructed 
26 private security compa-
nies to provide addresses, 
contact numbers and addi-
tional documents that prove 
activity.

the firms have not been ac-
tive in providing private secu-
rity services and the depart-
ment could not contact them 
which made the number of 
private security firms inaccu-
rate, said the National Police.

the announcement said 
the department wished to in-
form all general directors of 
these private companies that 
are dormant to contact the 
department.

Department director Lim 
sokha Rasmey said 26 secu-
rity companies had registered 
but showed no signs of hav-
ing done security work.

sokha Rasmey said they 
need to send a company rep-
resentative to present his de-
partment with relevant docu-
ments.

“We do not know if a com-
pany is closed or not. If the 
company doesn’t have any 
operations, we will ask the 
Ministry of Interior to dereg-
ister it. But if the company 
has not closed yet, it must 
show up to discuss further 
solutions,” sokha Rasmey 
said.

sokha Rasmey said the 
private security sector is im-
portant in maintaining social 
security, public order and 
safety.

this, he said is especially 
true for private security 
agencies working in spe-
cial economic areas such 
as banks, money exchange 
shops, gold and diamond-
selling shops, supermarkets, 
public markets, modern ho-
tels, restaurants, resorts, 
guesthouses, boreys, fac-
tories, clubs and entertain-
ment venues.

PL (Cambodia) security 
Co Ltd marketing manager 
Nook Ne said on thursday his 
company, which has nearly 
300 security guards, has been 
serving customers actively 
and his security staff always 
cooperates well with law en-
forcement.

Ne said security guards who 
provide private security ser-
vices to enterprises and insti-
tutions undergo background 
checks for employment.

“We have been working in 
the security field for many 
years, but we have never had 
any problems with the au-
thorities or customers. We 
have helped to protect our 
customers’ properties,” he 
said.

The Post attempted to con-
tact several companies on the 
department’s list, but they 
could not be reached.

security firms told 
to prove activities 

Minister lashes 
out at critics of 
VN border map 
Mom Kunthear

M
INIstER of Na-
tional Defence 
tea Banh warned 
on thursday he 

will not forgive those who 
have criticised his Vietnam-
ese border map.

Critics have claimed the 
production of a 1/25,000-
scale map contributed to a 
loss of Cambodian land.

at thursday’s handover cer-
emony of the 1/25,000-scale 
map of Cambodia-Vietnam to 
35 relevant ministries and in-
stitutions at the Peace Place, 
the minister said the govern-
ment had carried out the 
best historical work and the 
1/25,000-scale map is a huge 
success for Cambodia.

“I cannot forgive some peo-
ple who alleged that the pro-
duction and the printing of 
this 1/25,000-scale map con-
tributed to the loss of land. It 
is for the success of the coun-
try that we have done it with 
difficulty,” he said.

He said those who have 
criticised the map will be held 
legally accountable.

the Cambodia Border af-
fairs Committee met on au-
gust 1 to discuss the work 

with the Vietnamese side at 
the Moc Bai International 
Checkpoint in tay Ninh prov-
ince. Both sides exchanged 
the agreed-upon map, which 
is 84 per cent complete.

the exchange of the map 
came after Prime Minister 
Hun sen and Vietnamese 
Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan 
Phuc signed an agreement 
recognising border poles of 
the two countries. 

Banh called the map true 
and unprecedented and said 
it will hang at the uN. 

“We planted poles to mark 
the border as we have never 
done before. But now we did it. 
We are very proud to print and 
hand it over to ministries and 
institutions for use,” he said.

Banh said Cambodia in-
tends to finish the job soon. 

On tuesday, Hun sen in-
structed Var Kimhong, the 
senior minister in charge of 
border affairs, to meet resi-
dents in tbong Khmum prov-
ince along the Vietnamese 
border who claim Cambodia 
had lost land to the neigh-
bouring country.

He told the senior minister to 
be open with the public on bor-
der demarcation with Vietnam.

Kimhong said on thursday 

that he would meet with resi-
dents in the province. But be-
fore going there, he requested 
the tbong Khmum provincial 
governor to take an accurate 
headcount of residents who 
had lost their land.

Cambodian Institute for 
Democracy president Pa 
Chanroeun told The Post on 
thursday that  the Cambodian 
Constitution, especially article 
35, stipulated about protecting 
and providing opportunities for 
citizens to express their views.

“all citizens have the right 
to ask questions and express 
their views and worries in a 
way they see fit. the authori-
ties should not punish them 
or silence the rights and free-
doms of citizens.

“Citizens should be well 

informed. the authorities 
should solve the problem 
transparently and correctly 
so that citizens might accept 
the best solution,” he said.

Police arrested Cambodian 
Confederation of unions presi-
dent Rong Chhun last month. 
He is being held in pre-trial 
detention on charges of incite-
ment and causing social unrest.

the arrest was made after 
he met residents in trapeang 
Phlong commune in tbong 
Khmum province who claim 
Cambodia had lost land to 
Vietnam.

the Joint Border affairs 
Committee denied the claims 
and regarded it as incitement 
and misleading the public 
and the international com-
munity.

Defence minister Tea Banh said those who have criticised the map will 
be held legally accountable. Hean Rangsey

Orm Bunthoeurn

KRaKOR district police chief 
Em Ron said a married couple 
was taken into police custody 
in Pursat province for illegally 
digging for ancient objects.

the amateur archaeologists 
were detained for digging at 
Point tumneap takol in ansar 
Chambak commune’s arong 
Pruoch village in the district.

“upon detaining this cou-
ple the police seized a metal 
detector, three shovels and a 
motorcycle,” he said.

He said the arrests were 
made when the couple took 
the detector to dig at Point 
tumneap takol to search for 
objects. the digging damaged 
land that is preserved as a na-
tional cultural wealth.

ansar Chambak commune 

chief sovath thy told The Post 
on thursday that the land had 
been excavated previously by 
some people. While the cou-
ple were digging out the soil, 
security guards and officials 
from the cultural department 
in the province arrested them.

“When officials of the cul-
tural department and security 
guards saw their activities, they 
reported it to the ansar Cham-
bak commune police. My offi-
cers brought them in,” he said.

the husband was said to be 
52 years old and his wife 41. 

they came from Kraya com-
mune’s Dei thmei village in 
Kampong thom province’s san-
tuk district to stay in trapaing 
Chan commune’s Kbal Damrei 
village in Kampong Chhnang 
province’s Boribor district and 
look for objects, thy said.

Police detain couple 
for unauthorised dig 
in preservation area

Officials said the digging in Pursat province’s Krakor district damaged 
land that is preserved as a national cultural wealth. police



Khorn Savi

THE Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sports has 
announced the reopening of 
some public schools from 
grades 9 to 12 across the coun-
try. But public schools of all 
levels can reopen only in four 
low-risk provinces such as 
Kratie, Stung Treng, Ratanak-
kiri, and Mondulkiri town.

The reopening of the second 
phase will start on September 
7 for some public schools and 
some private schools.

Secondary and kindergarten 
classes will be able to complete 
the second semester by the end 
of November, while primary 
schools can be completed by 
the end of December.

The high school diploma 
examination will be held on 
December 21 and the lower 
secondary school diploma 
examination session on 
November 30.

A new guideline from the 
ministry issued on Thursday 
said it will examine the possi-
bility of opening public schools 
in other capitals and provinces 
on a small scale. Private 
schools from kindergarten to 
high school reopening for the 
second stage must apply and 
sign an agreement with the 
Ministry in advance.

Educational institutions 
must implement disinfection 
measures by limiting the 
number of students in each 
classroom from 15 to 20 per 

room and implement a safety 
distance of at least two metres 
between students. 

Schools must keep campus 
entrances open to avoid con-
gestion and students standing 
in line should be 1.5m apart. 

They must also have a health 
room with a teacher in charge 
of first aid and medical exami-
nation of students and staff. 
Parents must provide informa-
tion about health and travel 
history while temperature must 
be taken before students and 
staff enter the classroom area.

Bak Touk High School in 
Phnom Penh, which has the larg-
est number of 12th-grade stu-
dents in the country, was select-
ed as the first school to reopen in 
the second phase and includes 
in-class study and distance learn-
ing using technology.

The ministry said other educa-
tional institutions that have not 
yet reopened must continue to 
teach from a distance, while it 
continues to cooperate with all 
stakeholders to assess the situa-
tion and evaluate the preparation 
of educational institutions’ read-
iness to open in the third stage.

The government announced 
the closure of all schools across 
the country in March and 
required both urban and rural 
students to study remotely 

through television programmes 
or Facebook to prevent the 
spread of Covid-19. 

The reopening of schools is 
divided into three phases. The 
first is for schools with high safe-
ty standards, the second for those 
with moderate safety standards 
and the third for schools with 
minimum standards.

In the first phase, 20 private 
international schools with 
high safety standards were 
allowed to reopen in August.

Ministry of Education 
spokesman Ros Soveacha told 

The Post it was not yet possible 
to confirm the number of pub-
lic and private schools that will 
open in the second phase.

Cambodia has so far prevented 
Covid-19 from spreading in the 
community, and Prime Minister 
Hun Sen recently announced 
the reopening of schools due to 
Cambodia’s success.  

The Kingdom has reported 
no new cases in the past 13 
days. A total of 273 cases have 
been reported since the pan-
demic began.  

The global pandemic of Cov-
id-19 has hit public health, the 
economy and education. 
UNICEF reported in June more 
than one billion students 
worldwide were out of school 
in 105 countries.

National 
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Ministry confirms reopening 
of selected schools in Kingdom

B Meanchey solar-energy project awarded
Thou Vireak

T
HE Council for the 
Development of Cam-
bodia (CDC) on Tues-
day approved Thai-

owned Ray Power Supply Co 
Ltd’s $39.8 million 30MW solar-
energy project in the Kingdom’s 
far northwestern province of 
Banteay Meanchey.

Located in Chhnuor 
Meanchey commune in the 
province’s southeastern Preah 
Net Preah district, the site is 
around 55km east of down-
town Poipet and a little over 
40km from the Thai border at 
its closest point.

Ministry of Mines and En-
ergy’s general Department 
of Energy director-general 
Victor Jona told The Post the 
company signed a power pur-
chase agreement with State-
run electricity supplier Elec-
tricite du Cambodge (EdC) 
at $0.076 per kilowatt-hour, 
which Jona described as “ac-
ceptable”.

“According to the plan, the 
project will be connected to 
the national grid network in 
2021. This year the company 
is preparing the land and or-
dering the materials to oper-
ate the project,” he said, add-
ing that the solar farm would 
cover about 40ha.

He heralded the project as 
a reflection of the govern-
ment’s power diversification 
strategy “for Cambodia’s en-
ergy security”.

Bangkok-based B grimm 

Power Plc’s wholly-owned 
subsidiary, B grimm Solar 
Power 1, entered into a share 
purchase agreement with 
Pramote Laocharoenwong, 
who is not connected with 
the company, to acquire all 
shares of Ray Power Supply 
for $300,000.

This is according to B 
grimm Power’s filing to the 

Stock Exchange of Thailand 
(SET) in November.

The agreement gives B 
grimm Solar Power 1 the right 
to develop a ground-mounted 
solar farm project pursuant to 
the power purchase agreement 
for 30MW with the EdC with a 
20-year term, and distribute 
the electricity generated as lat-
er determined by the EdC.

Jona said the government is 
currently developing 450MW 
of solar energy capacity, of 
which 180MW have been 
connected to the national 
grid, with the remainder set 
to be online next year.

The EdC projects that elec-
tricity demand in the King-
dom will surge from the 
1.5gW last year to 2.3gW this 

year and 2.8gW next year.
EdC director-general Keo 

Rottanak said in July last 
year that the government will 
prioritise renewable energy 
development rather than hy-
droelectric power.

Speaking at a presentation 
on Cambodia’s 2020 energy 
vision, Rottanak said Cambo-
dia will expand its solar ener-

gy investment by 12 per cent 
by the end of this year and in-
crease to 20 per cent over the 
next three years.

He said solar power would 
be used to meet the increas-
ing electricity demands in the 
industrial and commercial 
sectors.

“We want to set up solar 
power plants in many loca-
tions. We believe solar power 
will provide lower prices. As 
EdC’s director, I do not want 
to see the Mekong River as 
part of the hydropower gen-
eration,” he said.

In January 2018, Cambodia 
issued new rules for the inte-
gration of solar power.

The Kingdom’s electricity de-
mands are currently covered 
by hydroelectricity and coal 
power, accounting for around 
48 per cent and 47 per cent of 
generation, respectively.

In November, Rottanak said 
Cambodia plans to spend 
more than $100 million on 
subsidies by next year to 
reduce electricity tariffs in 
a move to spur economic 
growth and relieve the finan-
cial burden on businesses 
and households, of which, 
he said the government has 
spent $95 million.

On the SET, B grimm Power’s 
(BgRIM’s) share price inched 
up 50 satang (1.6 US cents) 
or 1.05 per cent to close at 48 
baht ($1.54) on Thursday for a 
market capitalisation of 125.1 
billion baht, with 7.9 million 
shares traded.

The government is currently developing 450MW in solar energy capacity, of which 180MW have been connected to the national grid. HENG CHIVOAN

Institutions that have not yet 
reopened must continue to 

teach from a distance
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,360 17,220 17,400 17,220

2 GTI 3,500 - 3,500 3,500

3 PAS 14,780 14,700 14,800 14,700

4 PEPC 3,410 3,450 3,450 3,400

5 PPAP 11,680 11,680 11,680 11,680

6 PPSP 2,300 2,300 2,300 2,300

7 PWSA 6,100 6,100 6,100 6,000

Date: August 27, 2020

sOutH KOREa’s government 
and ruling party have agreed 
to allocate more than 20 tril-
lion won ($16.9 billion) of the 
2021 state budget to financing 
the “Korean New Deal” stimu-
lus package, party officials said 
on Wednesday.

they also vowed to keep up 
the current expansionary fis-
cal policy tone throughout 
next year, bracing for a pro-
longed economic downturn.

the decision came during a 
meeting held at the National 
assembly between the govern-
ment and the ruling Demo-
cratic Party of Korea (DPK) to 
draw up the state budget bill 
for next year.

DPK floor leader Representa-
tive Kim tae-nyeon said: “It has 
become impossible to predict 
when the Covid-19 pandemic 
will come to an end and the 
global economy may recover.

“as the global supply chain 
faces an unprecedented crisis, 
the key to economic recovery 
is finance.”

While requesting the gov-
ernment to expand the quar-
antine-related budget, the 
party official also stressed that 
economic programmes such 
as the New Deal, balanced 
growth, and youth subsidies 
should be amplified.

“It is the young generation 
that has taken the heaviest 
blow from Covid-19,” Repre-
sentative Kim said, calling for 
enhanced job training pro-
grammes and residential sub-
sidies for young people.

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Economy and 
Finance Hong Nam-ki vowed all 
efforts for expansionary fiscal 
operations in order to jumpstart 
the coronavirus-hit economy.

“the government will review 
and adjust its post-Covid-19 
measures in step with the lat-
est quarantine situations,” the 
top policymaker said.

He also said that finance will 
play a key role, suggesting that 
the government will prolong the 
current expansionary fiscal pol-
icy tone throughout next year.

Next year’s state budget plan 
“will seek to create and safe-
guard two million jobs, and sup-
port private consumption and 
public investment”, Hong said.

the finance minister espe-
cially placed focus on the Korean 
New Deal, the Moon Jae-in 
administration’s midterm eco-
nomic stimulus package to kick-
start the stalled economy and to 
empower new growth engines.

the programme, announced 
earlier this year, aims to inject 
160 trillion won into the econ-
omy and create 1.9 million 
jobs by 2025, while laying the 
groundwork for long-term 
economic growth.

“We will for sure inject 20 
trillion won or more as the 
[Korean] New Deal budget 
[next year],” he said.

another 20 trillion won will 
be spent on supporting young 
job seekers, under a pro-
gramme entitled “Youth Hope 
Package assistance”.

the 2021 budget bill is slated 
to be submitted to the Nation-
al assembly for approval next 
thursday, officials said.

DPK chief policymaker Rep-
resentative Cho Jeong-sik said: 
“We currently have the neces-
sary policy space as the coun-
try’s fiscal soundness is better 
off than that of the us, Japan, 
germany and other key econ-
omies.” THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS 
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aRDB to assess rice loan plans
May Kunmakara

t
HE state-owned ag-
ricultural and Rural 
Development Bank of 
Cambodia (aRDB) has 

agreed to assess the feasibility 
of Cambodia Rice Federation’s 
(CRF’s) request to increase 
the scope of its special loan 
scheme for rice millers to pur-
chase paddy during the harvest 
season starting next month.

CRF president song saran 
told The Post this after a meet-
ing with the aRDB on Wednes-
day to discuss the current situ-
ation of the rice market and 
readiness for the harvest and to 
ascertain the most effective way 
to provide government loans.

He noted that CRF members 
are lacking the funds needed to 
purchase paddy from farmers 
to hit this year’s export target.

“We appreciate the gov-
ernment’s continued special 
loans to the rice sector, which 
will help us in collecting paddy 
from farmers in the upcoming 
harvest season and stabilising 
the price of the crop.

“With the harvest season 
approaching, we proposed 
that the aRDB increase the 
amount of special govern-
ment loans this year as we 
plan to export around 800,000 
tonnes, which requires us to 
have between $80 and $100 
million,” saran said.

at the same time, the CRF 

has asked the aRDB to extend 
its loan repayment period to 
12 months to help rice mill-
ers buy paddy, he said, add-
ing that the current period is 
too short and could hinder its 
members’ ability to purchase 
paddy from farmers.

aRDB CEO Kao thach told 
The Post that the institution 
must first assess the situation of 
the harvest and estimate yields 
before forwarding the CRF’s re-
quests to the government.

“We must have a clear un-
derstanding of whether the 
projected upcoming harvest 

yield will require us to ex-
pand loans to the rice sector 
or not,” he said, adding that 
he will submit the requests to 
the government if the study 
deems them necessary.

Cambodia exported more 
than 426,073 tonnes of milled 
rice to the international mar-
ket in the first seven months of 
this year, climbing 38.3 per cent 
from 308,013 tonnes in the cor-
responding period last year.

the Ministry of agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries reported 
this, citing data from the gener-
al Department of Customs and 

Excise that was extracted from 
phytosanitary certificates.

the Chinese market topped 
the list of destinations with 
155,327 tonnes (accounting 
for 36.46 per cent), followed 
by European markets (144,247 
tonnes; 33.85 per cent), asEaN 
markets (57,064 tonnes; 13.39 
per cent) and other markets 
(69,435 tonnes; 16.3 per cent).

Last year, Cambodia ex-
ported 620,106 tonnes of 
milled rice to the internation-
al market, inching down 0.97 
per cent from 626,225 tonnes 
in 2018.

sK may help set up wholesale markets
Thou Vireak

tHE Ministry of agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries on 
Wednesday asked south Korea 
to help set up wholesale mar-
kets in the Kingdom for 
domestic agricultural prod-
ucts in a bid to promote culti-
vation and open new markets 
for local farmers.

Minister Veng sakhon made 
the plea to south Korean 
ambassador to Cambodia Park 
Heung-kyeong at a meeting on 
the progress of Korean-spon-
sored agricultural projects.

He said supporting infra-
structure for the Kingdom’s 
agricultural sector, notably 
shade net houses and irriga-
tion systems, has seen remark-
able headway in recent years.

“I raised a number of propo-
sitions and suggestions for the 
ambassador’s consideration in 
establishing the wholesale 
markets for agricultural prod-
ucts – and above all, vegetables 
– in Phnom Penh and in poten-
tial provinces.

“I hope the Korean govern-
ment will continue to back 
development of the [King-
dom’s] agricultural sector for 
it to further thrive in the 
future,” sakhon said.

KCCV Plantation Co Ltd 
general manager Neth ang-
kea told The Post that Phsar 
Doeum Kor, Phnom Penh’s 
largest vegetable wholesale 
market, is woefully incapable 
of meeting the needs of the 
Kingdom’s budding safe veg-
etable market.

He said a Korean-backed agri-
cultural products wholesale 
market would link the private 
sector with farmers and help 
them “find a market, boost con-
fidence in crop production deci-
sions to supply the market with-
out the looming fear of a dearth 
of buyers”.

KCCV Plantation operates 
the Phsar ahar sovatthepheap 
supermarket – also known as 
safety Food store – in Chroy 
Changvar commune’s Village 
3 in the capital’s northeast.

Bun sieng, the founder of 
Natural agriculture Village, a 
local vegetable wholesaler and 
distributor, welcomed and 
supported the initiative.

she said it will further help 
promote and create better 
market opportunities for Cam-

bodian agricultural products, 
as people become more aware 
of what good agricultural Prac-
tices (gaP) entail for growers.

“I think it’ll make it easier for 
buyers and sellers given the 
very small-scale alternative 
available today that is Phsar 
Doeum Kor.

“Buyers will be more readily 
able to identify which vegeta-
bles are Cambodian and which 
are imported,” sieng said.

Ministry spokesman srey 
Vuthy told The Post in april 
that the Kingdom is expected 
to supply 716,113 tonnes of 
vegetables this year, account-
ing for 68 per cent of total 
demand, he said. the remain-
ing 32 per cent must be 
imported from Vietnam and 
thailand.

$16.9B more for Korea’s 
‘New Deal’ financing

Cambodia exported more than 426,073 tonnes of milled rice to the international market in the first seven 
months of this year. HENG CHIVOAN

Finance minister Hong Nam-ki (centre) vows all efforts for expansionary 
fiscal operations in order to jumpstart the coronavirus-hit economy. YONHAP
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Price increase 
driving up pig 
production 
in Cambodia
Hin Pisei

I
MPROVEMENt in the 
price of live pigs has 
steadily pushed up do-
mestic pig production, 

Cambodia Livestock Raisers 
association (CLRa) president 
srun Pov said on thursday.

this comes amid government 
efforts to encourage investors 
and breeders to ramp up ca-
pacity to keep up with local de-
mand and enable the Kingdom 
to export in the future, he said.

Early last month, the Min-
istry of agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries issued a direc-
tive on stepping up agricul-
tural production promotion 
campaigns in a bid to increase 
food production and animal 
husbandry to meet domestic 
and international demand.

to solve the Kingdom’s food 
security issues in a timely 
manner, the order highlighted 
the need for initiatives cen-
tred on inspiring small-scale 
and family-run farms that 
raise short production-cycle 
species with a high turnover 
of animals.

the CLRa’s Pov told The Post 
that last year’s outbreak of af-
rican swine fever decimated 
pig farming in the Kingdom, 
especially among family-
raised livestock without the 
proper biosafety procedures 
in place.

Many pigs perished while 
the remainder fetched the 
disappointing prices of the 
time, he said.

But the price of live pigs in 
the Kingdom has rallied since 
the beginning of this year, he 
said, with the price currently 
at 13,000-13,500 riel ($3.18-
$3.30) per kg, up from just 
8,000 riel in the same time 
last year.

“the price of live pigs has 
been stable for about a month. 
this is a very good price that 
is sure to profit farmers,” Pov 
said, adding that large-scale 
and family-run farms have 
enjoyed productivity growth.

He said the daily local de-
mand for pork is currently 
between 8,000 and 9,000 pigs. 
the Kingdom must import 
2,000-3,000 pigs daily to keep 
up.

He stressed how vital bio-
safety and sanitation mea-
sures are to sustainable ani-
mal breeding.

Nhim savath, a former pig 
farm owner in Kandal prov-
ince who now supplies local 
farmers with weaner piglets 
and pig feed, said pig produc-
tion is making a strong come-
back from the days of asF as 
prices continue to rise and 
concerns over the lack of a 
market dissipate.

“I chose to stop raising 
pigs as there weren’t enough 
workers, but I stayed in the 
business because of the good 
market,” he said.

the ministry’s game plan to 

curb pig imports will unques-
tionably shore up domestic 
farming, as long as an epi-
demic doesn’t strike like asF 
did last year, he said.

soth Chantha, from a fam-
ily-run farm in Battambang 
province’s Banan district just 
southwest of the provincial 
capital, said she was raising 
30 pigs when asF hit, forc-
ing her to sell them at sharply 
lower prices.

the outbreak compelled 
her to quit and take up chick-
en-raising instead, she add-
ed. “I transformed the pigsty 
into a chicken coop. Raising 
chickens is easy and it doesn’t 
cost as much to buy chicks as 

it does piglets.” 
Early in February, srun sok-

hom, deputy director-general 
of the ministry’s general 
Directorate of agriculture, 
said the Kingdom consumed 
290,000 tonnes of meat last 
year while only 240,000 
tonnes was produced locally.

“We plan to produce 
335,000 tonnes of meat by 
2030 to fill the shortage and 
curb imports,” he said.

uN Food and agriculture 
Organisation data shows that 
the average Cambodian eats 
17.6kg of meat per year – in-
cluding 5kg of beef, 9.29kg 
of pork, 3.3kg of poultry and 
0.01kg miscellaneous meats.

The daily local demand for pork is currently between 8,000 and 9,000 pigs. The Kingdom must import 2,000-3,000 
pigs daily to keep up. HENG CHIVOAN

Economic ministers from ASEAN countries reviewed the implementation of economic 
initiatives in 2020 at a virtual meeting on Tuesday. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

asEaN ministers review economic plans
ECONOMIC ministers from asEaN 
member countries reviewed the imple-
mentation of economic initiatives in 2020 
at a virtual meeting on tuesday.

the 52nd asEaN Economic Ministers’ 
Meeting (aEM-52) was chaired by Viet-
namese Minister of Industry and trade 
tran tuan anh.

Delegates also looked at Covid-19 and 
the region’s response, including its ability 
to roll out a comprehensive recovery plan, 
and exchanged views on recommenda-
tions submitted by the special group in 
charge of asEaN’s economic integration.

Preparations for dialogues with part-
ners and regional businesses were also 
on the agenda.

Ministers approved documents submitted 
by senior asEaN economic officials, includ-
ing the asEaN digital integration index and 
terms of reference on the connectivity of 
asEaN innovative centres, which are among 
13 priority initiatives raised by Vietnam as 
asEaN Chair this year.

the remaining initiatives it proposed 
are still under consultation and are 

expected to be completed within the year, 
as scheduled.

Other matters debated included the 
upcoming negotiations over the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
(RCEP) agreement, which is set to be signed 
later this year, and the implementation of 
the Blueprint 2025 of the asEaN Econom-
ic Committee.

the bloc’s economic relations with 
partners such as China, Russia, Japan, 
Canada, south Korea, the us, Hong Kong 
(China), australia, New Zealand and the 
Eu were also tabled for discussion.

Despite the complexity of the Covid-19 
pandemic, Vietnam has made every effort 
to proceed with asEaN meetings in order 
to maintain economic cooperation 
frameworks and promote trade, invest-
ment, connectivity and innovation.

the country has proposed and engaged 
in regional initiatives to push ahead with 
economic recovery post-pandemic while 
maintaining regional and global produc-
tion and supply chains. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 
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Nissan picks thailand as sole regional production base
JaPaNEsE automaker Nissan 
Motor Co has closed its fac-
tory in Indonesia and plans to 
make thailand its lone manu-
facturing base in asEaN with 
a long-term business plan, 
thai Minister of Industry suri-
ya Juangroongruangkit said.

the minister was speaking 
after discussions with Nissan 
Motor (thailand) Co presi-
dent Ramesh Narasimha 
about Nissan closing its fac-

tory in Indonesia to consoli-
date the production base for 
export in thailand, its only 
base in the asEaN region.

Recently, the company 
launched Nissan Kicks, a 100 
per cent electric car without 
charging which brings the 
new e-Powers technology to 
the cars manufactured in 
thailand.

In addition, suriya said the 
company has announced a 

long-term business plan in 
thailand for both hybrid car 
manufacturing and electric 
cars, which has been approved 
by the Board of Investment.

this shows investor confi-
dence in the direction and 
policy of the government’s 
automotive industry develop-
ment, he said. this will ben-
efit employment and the 
economy of thailand further.

as for measures to support 

the production of electric cars 
in thailand, the ministry has 
reassured on car procurement 
for executives in government 
agencies and state enterpris-
es.

the ministry has assigned 
relevant agencies to discuss 
with the Budget Office to fur-
ther define the characteristics 
of electric vehicles which will 
allow government agencies to 
purchase electric cars for 

use.
suriya said other measures 

to support electric vehicles, 
such as additional benefits for 
people who buy electric vehi-
cles, will be discussed and 
pushed under the National 
Electric Vehicle Policy Com-
mittee to enable thailand to 
achieve its goal of becoming 
the world’s major electric vehi-
cle production base. THE NATION 

(THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Laos ups 
its coffee 
exports by 
100% to 
hit $40M
LaOs exported nearly 22,300 
tonnes of coffee beans, worth 
almost $40 million, during the 
first six months of this year, 
up from $20 million from the 
same period last year, the Lao 
Coffee association (LCa) 
said.

LCa chief of office sivixay 
Xayaseng said: “the increase 
was attributed to the increase 
of coffee prices in the global 
market this year as well as the 
coffee trees producing more 
berries than last year.”

the amount of coffee beans 
produced every year varies 
due to many factors, such as 
the climate and diseases that 
affect the coffee plants.

tougher measures enforced 
by the government have made 
it more difficult for foreign 
traders to illegally purchase 
coffee beans from farmers, 
and this is a key reason for the 
increase in exports.

sivixay said: “In previous 
years, some foreign traders 
purchased coffee beans from 
farmers. the coffee was then 
transported to other countries 
before being processed and 
then exported to the third 
countries.

“such illegal coffee exports 
posed problems for entrepre-
neurs in our association 
because the foreign traders 
purchased coffee beans with-
out paying any taxes, but Lao 
entrepreneurs had to pay 
export tax to the government, 
which made the production 
cost of Lao coffee higher.

“We appreciate the fact that 
authorities, from the central 
to local levels, took action 
against the illegal traders, 
which helped reduce such 
transactions,” he said.

this year, entrepreneurs 
bought arabica coffee beans 
from farmers for 1,500-3,200 
kip ($0.17-$0.35) a kg, depend-
ing on the period and quality 
of coffee, while the overall 
price of coffee beans ranged 
from 15,000-16,500 kip per 
kg.

the price of Robusta peeled 
coffee ranged from 11,000-
12,500 kip a kg this year.

thanks to the suitable 
weather conditions this year, 
the arabica coffee plants pro-
duced berries until January. 
the trees usually stop pro-
ducing berries in December.

Laos exports coffee to more 
than 26 countries in Europe, 
asia and the us. It shipped 
nearly 23,000 tonnes of coffee 
products worth almost $53 
million last year, down from 
nearly 33,000 tonnes in 2018 
worth more than $63 mil-
lion.

Currently, there are eight 
companies that purchase coffee 
from Lao farmers for export and 
sales within the country. VIEN-

TIANE TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Sangeetha Amarthalingam 

I
N PAST months, the novel 
coronavirus pandemic has ac-
celerated the need to diversify 
and strengthen supply chains 

to ensure security.
This, as trade becomes fragmented 

on the back of a slowly forming pro-
tectionist global economy because 
of restrictions on trade, investments 
and technology transfers.

No doubt sombre, this scenario 
would effectively be an overarching 
objective of governments and com-
panies, which overtakes cost and 
efficiency considerations, a recent 
Moody’s report said.

“High reliance on a single supplier 
[whether a single producer or a group 
of producers from the same country] 
creates the potential risk of supply 
shortages for companies and econo-
mies during pandemics, natural di-
sasters and geopolitical conflicts

“A major source of concentration 
risk is reliance on producers from 
China, which accounted for 20 to 25 
per cent of advanced economies’ to-
tal imports in 2019,” it said.

Therefore, Asian countries ex-Chi-
na are likely to benefit from diversi-
fication from that country, provided 
they have sound economic funda-
mentals, reliable infrastructure, suf-
ficient human capital stock, and lo-
cal geopolitical and supply security 
risk.

Although these supply chain shifts 
would occur in a multi-year process 
because China would retain some 
advantage over other economies, as 
pointed out by Moody’s, relocation 
by some companies might not oc-
cur due to the large Chinese market 
it serves.

But they could seek to add an ad-
ditional production base outside 
China; using the “China plus One” 
strategy for export. This makes 
Southeast Asia one of the regions  
ripe to capitalise on this predica-
ment due to its proximity and sound 
ecosystem.

This turn of events is good news 

in the long run for Cambodia whose 
economy is forecast to recoil to 
-1.9 per cent this year, no thanks to 
hived orders from the West where 
nearly 450 factories were suspended 
in the first half of 2020, apart from a 
crippled tourism sector.

The figures for that period are 
grim, to say the least.

For instance, garment, textile and 
footwear shipments – among its 
main exports – dipped 5.4 per cent 
year-on-year to $3.8 billion in the 
first half of 2020 while revenue loss 
from the tourism sector is said to hit 
$3 billion this year.

Conversely, milled rice exports 
grew 38.3 per cent to 426,073 tonnes 
from January to July compared to 
308,013 tonnes in the correspond-
ing period last year, owing largely to 
food security storage because of the 
pandemic and the contraction of 
EU’s regressive rice tax this year.

With the partial withdrawal of the 

EU’s preferential scheme which came 
into force on August 12 this year, 
Cambodia is in a fix as more pressure 
is laid on the government, subjecting 
it to threats of soft economic sanc-
tions unless it puts its house in order 
as civil rights demonstrations rage on 
over politically-linked arrests.  

This is something Cambodia has 
to work on, opined Stephen Higgins, 
co-founder and managing direc-
tor of investment and advisory firm 
Mekong Strategic Partners (MSP).

“Cambodia needs to work on its 
brand which has been somewhat 
damaged in recent years. It has been 
getting bad publicity and it needs to 
start reversing this,” he asserted. 

That aside, Covid-19 has shaken 
up the global economy which has 
re-drawn trade narratives away 
from modern-day globalisation, as 
disputes over tariffs endure between 
the US and China.

This could result in reduced de-
pendence on China in the global 
value chain (GVC) as part of risk 
mitigation efforts, Moody’s wrote.

The silver lining here is that it essen-
tially opens up trade flows between ad-
vanced economies and the rest of Asia 
or offshoring of activities to ASEAN.

Through trade regionalisation, 
economic integration can heighten 
as ASEAN is developed further to be-
come a trading bloc in its own right.

When asked, Ministry of Com-
merce spokesman Penn Sovicheat 
said global supply chain and value 
chain objectives are contained in 
the National Industrial Develop-
ment Policy 2015-2025.

They are aimed at utilising existing 
advantages to attract investment to 
special economic zones where clus-
ters can be formed.

“We stand to benefit from the shift 
as ASEAN becomes an attractive lo-
cation as a global production base.

“Cambodia is a relatively new site 
where cheap labour and agricultural 
land exist although we are preparing 
to shift to skilled labour and Industry 

4.0 along with other countries in the 
region,” he said.

The standard reply, which evaded 
questions on weak competitiveness, 
mentioned Cambodia’s leverage on 
its young labour force to accomplish 
its goal in industrial development 
while offering generous incentives 
to investors.

In addition, the trade integration 
strategy which enables export mar-
ket and product diversification is 
expected to help local producers to 
reach out to global markets by using 
the `compensation strategy’ rather 
than a competitive strategy to cre-
ate niche markets and promote own 
brand names.

“One of our expectations is to be-
come a food production and supply 
chain for the global market,” Sovi-
cheat said.

But does all this adequately pre-
pare Cambodia for the global trade 
reconfiguration?

Slipping into complacency
Anthony Galliano, the group CEO 

of corporate finance firm Cambodia 
Investment Management Co Ltd 
(CIM), said China’s dominant man-
ufacturing role has been challenged 
by the pandemic and US adminis-
tration’s protectionist policies.

Its role has also declined due to 
a continued shift away from low-
skilled manufacturing, as well as a 
location for final assembly.

Tariffs on Chinese imports directly 
impact manufacturers in the global 
supply chain, making Chinese goods 
and materials much more expensive 
and prompting manufacturers to 
circumvent tariffs.

“[Because of this] manufacturers 
will likely seek new suppliers who are 
not subject to the same tariffs as Chi-
na and this would benefit Cambodia 
as an integrated partner in ASEAN, in 
addition to its key geographic loca-
tion in the Mekong sub-region.

“More importantly, Cambodia 
benefits from access to European 

and US markets for certain goods 
under the Generalised System of 
Preferences (GSP) and remaining 
Everything But Arms (EBA) advan-
tages,” Galliano said.

Unfortunately, observers have said 
before that these schemes and their 
assured benefits are the very reason 
Cambodia slipped into complacency 
with little effort to drive skills up-
grades, technological advancement 
and robust policy enforcement over 
the years.

They put a damper not only on Cam-
bodia becoming a fastidious player in 
the supply chain shifts, but they might 
also hinder its progress as an active 
participant in the global value chain.

Shortcomings eclipse strengths
For nearly two decades, the pref-

erential tariff schemes enabled 
tax-free exports to the US and EU, 
boosting Cambodia’s economic 
growth at an annual average of sev-
en per cent.

Garment and footwear exports 
surged to over $9.5 billion in 2018 
from just $80 million in 1996 – a sec-
tor that employed 660,000 people 
two years ago, said a 2019 World 
Bank special report.

Footwear production alone put 
Cambodia among the top 10 pro-
ducers in the world, with exports 
valued at $1.04 billion in 2018.

In the 20-year period of meteoric 
growth, Cambodia participated in 
backward and forward global value 
chain (GVC) which saw it expand-
ing faster than Malaysia, Thailand, 
Vietnam, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, 
although it was from a low base.

An example of backward par-
ticipation in garment value chain 
involved making t-shirts out of im-
ported textiles from China and ex-
porting the final product to the US.

Forward participation in food 
and beverage value chain consisted 
of unprocessed cassava exports to 
Thailand which were processed into 
chips and re-exported.

According to the World Bank, 
measures of backward GVC partici-
pation showed that foreign value-
added in Cambodia’s export stood 
at $523 million at the end of 2015 
from $5 million in 1990.

But here’s the rub. Cambodia’s 
move up the value chain has oc-
curred with relatively little diversi-
fication or upgrading, the interna-
tional financial institution said.

Why? Because the nation is chal-
lenged by lower productivity, higher 
electricity and logistics costs, unof-
ficial fees and low backward links.

So, despite its strengths, such as 
trade openness, and having liberal 
economic policies and macroeco-
nomic, political and social stability, 
World Bank said they were eclipsed 
by the shortcomings.

“The combination of these fac-
tors [the challenges] results in high 
cost of doing business in the sector, 
which makes Cambodia less com-
petitive and creates a barrier to di-
versifying into similar productions 
and producing higher value-added 
products,” said the World Bank.

In any case, MSP’s Higgins finds 
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Against the odds – Is Cambodia a weak 

link to ASEAN’s global supply chain?

Cambodia hopes to be part of the global food supply chain in future. post stAFF

As a new normal in global trade diversification emerges, off-shoring opportunities arise in 
the region. But Cambodia might lose out in the fight for a larger slice of the investment pie

The 10 member countries of ASEAN are Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia,
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. 

% share of US imports

ASEAN has been gaining market share in exports to the US while
China’s market share has plateaued

Source: TradeMap, Moody’s Investors Service



that Cambodia is still well-placed to 
benefit from supply chain shifts but 
that is subject to several conditions.

“Logistics needs to be dramatical-
ly improved, which includes better 
road and rail infrastructure. Wage 
increases, which are also closely re-
lated to productivity upgrades, have 

to be sensible.
“Multinational corporations 

[MNCs] are moving towards carbon 
neutral. Cambodia needs to shift its 
energy mix more towards renewable, 
otherwise MNCs and their supply 
chain will avoid it,” Higgins said.

In the Moody’s report, Thailand, 

Vietnam and Malaysia were cited as 
standing to benefit the most from 
trade and investment diversion 
from China.

But it also stated that developing 
countries such as Indonesia, Cam-
bodia and India would gain from the 
preferential access to the West.

On the whole though, competition 
will remain stiff, warned economist 
Dr Chheng Kimlong of independent 
think-tank Asian Vision Institute (AVI).

“[Because] Cambodia is not in a po-
sition to compete fiercely with other 
ASEAN member countries as the cur-
rent industrial base, labour market 
and private sector are relatively weak-
er and less competitive,” said the di-
rector of AVI’s Centre for Governance 
Innovation and Democracy.

To gain competitive and com-
parative advantages coming from 
emerging trends, Cambodia would 
need greater participation of the 
private sector in the promotion of 
technology and innovation.

“This includes the use of digital 
technologies in various social and 
economic platforms to boost domes-
tic productive capacities,” he said.

‘Only a trickle’
Local entrepreneur and advocate 

of the public-private partnership 
concept, David Van, submitted that 
the global supply chain would even-
tually be broken down to a more re-
gional format post Covid-19.

It is what the new normal dictates, 
he said, adding that Cambodia 
needed more `ammunition’ to posi-
tion itself in such a setting.

This is especially important as the 
“China plus One” strategy adopted 
by many investors like Korea and Ja-
pan has mostly benefitted Vietnam, 
Indonesia and Thailand.

“Only a trickle ended up in Cam-
bodia. [This setback is because] of 
the infrastructure, skilled manpow-
er and tax incentives that have been 
aggressively offered by [our] com-
petitive neighbours.

“It might help that our overhyped 
new investment law [which has been 
on the table] for the last few years is 

finally launched so that the Council 
for the Development of Cambodia be-
comes more proactive in securing such 
potential [investments],” Van said.

Similarly, CIM’s Galliano said in 
order to capitalise on shifting pro-
duction bases, the Kingdom has 
diversify its export outputs and 
destinations, increase product cat-
egories, reduce electricity costs, im-
prove connectivity in transport and 
logistics, and raise its labour market 
and skills.

It is also crucial that the manu-
facturing sector embrace digitalisa-
tion and tech development such as 
robotics.

‘Cannot replace China’
But all this diversification from 

China is not new, as it started before 
Covid-19 as result of rising relative 
land and labour costs.

Nevertheless, analysts including 
Moody’s have reported that this 
phenomenon would only have a 
negligible effect on China because 
companies continue to retain a 
manufacturing presence there to 
maintain access to its large market.

Yet, investments in other produc-
tion plants in a lower-wage economy 
elsewhere in Asia will ensue which is 
why Kimlong is confident Cambodia’s 
strategic location in the Mekong sub-
region can absorb some of the shift.

“However, Cambodia and ASEAN 
will not be able to replace China as 
a global production powerhouse in 
near future due to its fragmented lo-
gistics and infrastructure networks 
despite having lower labour cost ad-
vantages,” he said.

There is no denying that but what-
ever the outcome Cambodia has 
to first step up its game or lose out 
to its neighbours, who are already 
ahead in the race.

China accounts for a significant portion of total imports
of major advanced economies 2019

Source: UN Comtrade, Taiwan Ministry of Finance and Moody’s Investors Service
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Strategies to build robust supply chains post-COVID

Source:  Moody’s Investors Service

(Phnom Penh): After the Royal 
Government of Cambodia announced 
the closure of schools nationwide to 
prevent the outbreaks and transmis-
sion of COVID-19, the Kingdom’s 
learning system has shifted from on-
campus learning to online or distance 
learning.

 Harrods International Academy is 
one of the leading educational institu-
tions in Cambodia, that is fully ready 
to provide its quality online learning 
system (eLearning Platform) for all 
students. 

 Realising the longer impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Harrods 
International Academy has success-
fully developed its own eLearning 
platform to support the continuity 
of its students’ academic progres-
sion.

 “Harrods International Academy is 
extremely proud to be at the forefront 
of developing its own eLearning 
platform in response to COVID-19, 
impacting on Cambodia’s education,” 
said Principal Phillippa Barson of 
Harrods International Academy.

 This sophisticated eLearning 

system provides all students from 
Reception to Secondary with the op-
portunities to continue with the full 
range of subjects from their physical 
classes on campus. The teachers at 
Harrods International Academy are 
highly qualified and experienced 
in delivering lessons with the latest 
technological know-how to ensure 
that quality e-learning is provided. 
Parents or guardians can also 
monitor their child’s progress, home 
learning, as well as any additional 
support their child may need. 

 Harrods International Academy 
is a leading international school 
that uses rigorous assessments, 
world class international curricula 
including IEYC (International Early 
Years Curriculum), IPC (Internation-
al Primary Curriculum), with ad-
ditional Chinese language classes. In 
secondary, student participate in the 
Cambridge International Curriculum 
leading to the prestigious IGCSE 
examinations (International General 
Certificate of Secondary Education) 
and the high quality Cambodian 
National Curriculum. 

Harrods International Academy, Cambodia’s First International School to 
Introduce its very own eLearning Platform during the COVID-19 situation
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For more information or admission inquiries, please contact:
023 936 999, 010 296 688 - Olympic Branch
023 974 999, 061 296 688 - Boeung Keng Kang I Branch - Kindergarten Years
023 973 999, 077 296 688 - Boeung Keng Kang I Branch - Primary Years
FACEBOOK Page: https://www.facebook.com/HarrodsInternationalAcademy/
See our Video Graduation 2020: https://rb.gy/faamhl

Download the school App: 
• IOS: https://apple.co/3fmDL26
• Android: https://bit.ly/39QMp7V
https://harrods.edu.kh/  https://rb.gy/bh4cv6



EIGHTEEN melon-head-
ed whales washed up on 
the shores of Mauritius on 
Wednesday, the country’s 
fisheries minister said, dis-
missing any link to a dev-
astating oil spill earlier this 
month.

The whales, some of which 
were still alive when they were 
found and later died, were 
stranded on the southeastern 
beaches of Grand Sable, and 
some of them had injuries.

Fisheries minister Sudheer 
Maudhoo told a press confer-
ence that all 18 of the whales, 
a member of the dolphin 
family, had died, but that 
there was “no trace of hydro-
carbons on them or in their 
respiratory system”.

An autopsy of the animals 
was being carried out on 
Wednesday evening.

Local government official 
Preetam Daumoo told AFP 
that he, like many residents 
who found the bodies, feared 
the stranding was a result of 
the island’s recent oil spill.

Earlier this month a Japa-
nese-owned bulk carrier ran 
aground on a coral reef around 
10km from Grand Sable, spill-

ing over 1,000 tonnes of fuel 
into the pristine waters.

The broken stem of the 
vessel was sunk in the open 
ocean on Monday.

However experts said it 
was too soon to say what had 
caused the deaths of the ani-
mals.

Owen Griffiths of the Mau-
ritius Marine Conservation 
Society told AFP that “it is 
probably a very unfortunate 
coincidence”, referring to 
a similar stranding in 2005 
when 70 melon-headed 

whales stranded in the same 
area.

He said: “Likely they fol-
lowed a school of fish into the 
lagoon, got confused, could 
not find their way out to sea 
again and tried to head out to 
sea directly over the coral reef 
instead of finding the pass. 
In their panic and stress they 
collided with corals, became 
exhausted and died.

“At this stage we have no 
idea of cause of death. An au-
topsy with stomach content 
analysis and lung examina-

tion – to look for oil traces – 
needs to be done.”

Greenpeace called in a 
statement for an “urgent in-
vestigation” into the cause of 
the strandings.

Authorities and experts 
from Japan and Britain are 
still investigating the true ex-
tent of the ecological damage 
to an island whose economy 
depends heavily on tourism.

Initial reports suggest no 
major damage to the ocean 
floor or coral reef, however 
the remaining wreck is still 
grinding against the reef 
where it ran aground.

“If this situation continues, 
it could cause stress to the 
corals and could kill them,” 
said Noriaki Sakaguchi, an 
ecosystems expert with Japan 
International Cooperation 
Agency (Jica).

The team of Japanese ex-
perts on Tuesday said the 
spilled oil has also reached 
the soft soil of mangrove for-
ests along the coastline.

While there is no evidence 
of mangrove death yet, the oil 
could kill plants in the pro-
tected area in coming months, 
the team warned. AFP
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SCIENTISTS have found a 
radiation-resistant bacte-
ria can survive at least three 
years exposed in orbit, sug-
gesting simple life forms 
could manage the long jour-
ney between Earth and Mars 
unprotected.

The Japanese scientists 
behind the research said on 
Wednesday the finding lends 
credence to so-called “pans-
permia theory”, which pos-
its that microbes can travel 
from one planet to another, 
seeding life on arrival.

To test the theory, the re-
searchers deposited a bac-
teria called Deinococcus 
radiodurans outside the In-

ternational Space Station at 
an altitude of 400km from 
the Earth.

Despite enduring the 
harsh environment of outer 
space and exposure to strong 
uV and large temperature 
changes, the bacteria was 
still alive in parts after three 
years.

“I knew it would survive 
after carrying out various 
experiments in the lab, but 
when it came back alive, I 
was relieved,” Akihiko Yam-
agishi, study author and 
emeritus professor at Tokyo 
university of Pharmacy and 

Life Sciences, told AFP.
The results show that the 

bacteria could weather a 
journey between Mars and 
Earth, and opens up intrigu-
ing possibilities, he said.

“Everyone thinks the ori-
gin of life started on Earth, 
but the new findings indicate 
that other planets could also 
be where life began.”

Yamagishi and his team 
hope to carry out similar ex-
periments outside the Van 
Allen radiation belt, which 
would expose the bacteria to 
even more radiation.

Scientists believe that 
more than three billion years 
ago Mars was much warmer 

than today and was covered 
in rivers and lakes, condi-
tions which could have led to 
simple microbial life.

The discovery, published 
on Wednesday in the journal 
Frontiers in Microbiology, 
comes with Mars back in the 
headlines as three missions 
head for the Red Planet.

They include the Hope 
probe from the uAE, the 
Tianwen-1 from China and 
Mars 2020 from the uS, all of 
which are taking advantage 
of a period when the Earth 
and Mars are nearer to each 
other than usual. AFP

IRAN agreed on Wednesday 
to allow a uN watchdog the 
access it has requested to two 
alleged nuclear sites, as the 
head of the agency ended his 
first visit to Tehran.

The announcement came 
only hours after Iran’s arch foe 
the uS suffered a humiliating 
defeat when the uN blocked 
its controversial bid to re-im-
pose international sanctions 
on the Islamic republic.

The uS move had threat-
ened to torpedo a historic 
2015 accord under which Iran 
had agreed to curb its nuclear 
programme in exchange for 
sanctions relief.

The deal known formally as 
the Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action (JCPOA) has been 
hanging by a thread since uS 
President Donald Trump’s 
unilateral decision to with-
draw from it in 2018.

Iran has retaliated by gradu-
ally reducing its commitments 
to the JCPOA ever since.

But it agreed on Wednes-
day to grant the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
the access it has sought to 

two sites that were suspected 
of having hosted undeclared 
activity in the early 2000s.

“Iran is voluntarily provid-
ing the IAEA with access to 
the two locations specified by 
the IAEA,” the two sides said 
in a joint statement, adding 
they had agreed on dates for 
the access and the verifica-
tion activities there.

The announcement came 
at the end of IAEA director-
general Rafael Grossi’s first 
visit to Iran since the Argen-
tine took the post last year.

In their statement, the two 
sides said the agreement fol-
lowed “intensive bilateral con-
sultations” and that the IAEA 
had no further access requests.

They said: “Based on analy-
sis of available information to 
the IAEA, the IAEA does not 
have further questions to Iran 
and further requests for ac-
cess to locations.

“Both sides recognise the 
independence, impartiality 
and professionalism of the 
IAEA continue to be essential 
in the fulfilment of its verifi-
cation activities.” AFP

Study: Bacteria can 
survive cosmic trip

Iran allows uN access 
to alleged nuclear sites

Life in jail for mosque shooter
N

EW ZEALAND mosque gun-
man Brenton Tarrant was 
sentenced to life in prison 
without parole on Thursday 

for the massacre of 51 Muslim worship-
pers, with a judge calling him “wicked” 
and “inhuman”.

Judge Cameron Mander said that be-
hind Tarrant’s “warped” ideology was a 
“base hatred” that led him to attack de-
fenceless men, women and children last 
year in New Zealand’s worst terror attack.

“It is incumbent on the court to re-
spond in a way that decisively rejects 
such vicious malevolence,” Mander said 
as he announced a sentence unprec-
edented in New Zealand legal history.

The judge said Tarrant had failed in his 
aim of promoting right-wing extremism 
as he gunned down victims in cold blood 
but the New Zealand Muslim communi-
ty had still paid a terrible price.

Mander said: “It was brutal and beyond 
callous. Your actions were inhuman.”

Tarrant – a 29-year-old Australian white 
supremacist – sparked global revulsion 
on March 15, last year when he rampaged 
through two Christchurch mosques for 
20 minutes during Friday prayers.

He had admitted 51 charges of murder, 
40 of attempted murder and one of ter-
rorism over the attacks, after reversing 
an initial not-guilty plea.

Crown prosecutor Mark Zarifeh said 
the atrocity was “without comparison in 
New Zealand’s criminal history”.

“The offending was motivated by an 
entrenched racist and xenophobic ideol-
ogy . . . in my submission, the offender is 
clearly New Zealand’s worst murderer,” 
he said.

Zarifeh said life behind bars was “the only 
proper sentencing option” for Tarrant.

“No minimum period is sufficiently 
long to satisfy sentencing objectives given 
the gravity of the offending and the dev-
astating loss of life and injury,” he said.

Throughout the sentencing, Tarrant 

remained impassive as the court heard 
harrowing testimony from dozens of his 
victims and their families.

Widow Ambreen Naeem told the court: 
“Since my husband and son passed away, 
I’ve never had a proper, normal sleep. I 
don’t think I ever will . . . His punishment 
should continue forever.”

Tarrant accepted the sentence and 
waived his right to speak at the sentencing.

Fearing Tarrant may use the platform 
to spout extremist ideology, the court 
had imposed tight restrictions on re-
porting of proceedings.

Before sentencing, Tarrant, a former 
gym instructor, had sacked his legal 
team and declared he would represent 
himself.

Instead, court-appointed lawyer Pip 
Hall made a brief one-line statement on 
his behalf before the judge delivered his 
sentence.

Hall said: “Mr Tarrant does not oppose the 
application that he should be sentenced to 
life imprisonment without parole”

Arguing against life behind bars, coun-

sel assisting the court Kerry Cook said 
Tarrant’s views had changed while he 
had been jailed and he had offered to 
meet the families in “restorative justice” 
session.

“Given his age, lack of previous record 
and guilty pleas, there is a prospect of 
rehabilitation,” he told the court, saying 
a whole-life sentence breached funda-
mental human rights.

Zarifeh said Tarrant’s belated descrip-
tion of his actions as “unnecessary, abhor-
rent and irrational” were questionable.

Zarifeh said Tarrant “said he had a poi-
soned emotional state and was terribly 
unhappy . . . He felt ostracised by society 
and wanted to damage society as an act 
of revenge.

“Yet at the same time, the offender de-
scribed the offending as definitely an act 
of terrorism.”

The atrocity shocked New Zealand 
and prompted Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern to immediately tighten gun laws 
and pressure social media giants to curb 
online extremism. AFP

Brenton Tarrant will now go down in history as New Zealand’s first convicted terrorist, and the 
first person in the country ever sentenced to life imprisonment without parole. POOL/AFP

Eighteen whales die after oil spill

The whales were stranded on the southeastern beaches of Grand 
Sable, and some of them had injuries. AFP

Everyone thinks life started on 
Earth, but the new findings 
indicate that other planets 

could also be where life began
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tHE Mekong Delta province of Kien 
giang has adjusted the zoning of the 
marine protected area of Phu Quoc 
National Park on Phu Quoc Island.

Of the more than 40,909ha of the 
Phu Quoc Marine Protected area, the 
strictly-protected zone covers more 
than 7,087ha, including some 6,658ha 
for seagrass conservation in the north-
east of the island and nearly 429ha for 
coral conservation in the south.

the zone for ecological recovery 
covers more than 11,537ha, includ-
ing some 11,363ha for seagrass eco-
system recovery in the northeast 
and 174.68ha for coral ecosystem 
recovery in the south.

there is also 1,212ha for seagrass 
and another 8,605ha for coral in 
the 9,817ha service-administrative 
zone.

a buffer zone of about 12,467ha 
has also been set up to minimise the 
impact of socio-economic activities 
on seagrass and coral conservation.

to promote conservation and tap 
the potential the protected area 
holds, Kien giang authorities are 
perfecting cooperative models be-
tween the Phu Quoc National Park 
and related parties, with consid-
eration given to using new tech-
nologies to recover ecosystems and 
resources and creating new liveli-
hoods for local people.

authorities are also stepping 
up communications to raise pub-
lic awareness, developing aquatic 
breeding facilities, strictly manag-
ing fishing activities, and boosting 
environmental monitoring.

Kien giang province borders 
takeo province’s Kiri Vong district 
and Kampot province’s Banteay 
Meas and Kampong trach districts 
in Cambodia.

Once a part of the Kingdom but 
now incorporated into Kien giang, 
Phu Quoc is also known by its Khmer 
name Koh tral, which translates as 
“weaving shuttle island”, hinting at 
its spindle-like shape.

It is Vietnam’s largest island at 
some 590,000sq km, almost the 
same size as singapore.

the Phu Quoc National Park, 
which has mountains, dense tropi-
cal jungle, hiking trails, and wildlife, 
spreads over more than half of the 
island.

Phu Quoc is close to most of 
southeast asia and part of interna-
tional freight routes, and less than 
two hours by air from the capitals of 
many countries in the neighbour-
hood.

It has had an international airport 
since 2012, with travellers flying di-
rectly to the island enjoying a 30-day 
visa-free stay. International airlines 
operate both commercial and char-
ter flights to the island.

Phu Quoc is set to become one of 
the country’s three special econom-
ic administrative zones along with 
Van Don in the northern province of 
Quang Ninh and Bac Van Phong in the 
south-central province of Khanh Hoa.

It received more than five million 
visitors last year, up 30 per cent from 
2018, including 541,600 foreigners. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

VN border province adjusts 
zoning in Phu Quoc protected 
area for marine conservation

Beijing: Controversial 
Myanmar border city 
project ‘not part of BRI’
B

EIJINg has dis-
tanced itself from a 
controversial $15 bil-
lion Myanmar bor-

der city allegedly being built 
around gambling by Chinese 
investors.

the shwe Kokko New City 
in Myanmar’s Kayin state “is 
a third-country investment 
and has nothing to do with 
the Belt and Road Initiative 
[BRI]”, the Chinese embassy 
in Myanmar said in a state-
ment posted on Facebook on 
tuesday night.

the project is under inves-
tigation by the Myanmar gov-
ernment over the legality of 
its operations.

Beijing’s position on cross-
border gambling is “consis-
tent and clear”, it said.

“Chinese capital is not al-
lowed to invest in foreign 
casinos, Chinese citizens are 
not allowed to participate in 
foreign casino operation, and 
foreign casinos are not al-
lowed to attract Chinese citi-
zens to gamble,” it said.

China is strengthening co-
operation with Myanmar on 
law enforcement, it added.

It is “stepping up efforts to 
crack down on cross-border 

illegal and criminal activities 
such as illegal gambling and 
telecommunications fraud, 
so as to safeguard social secu-
rity and ensure the safety of 
people’s lives and property in 
both countries”.

shwe Kokko city, also called 
Yatai City, is a $15 billion in-
dustrial and entertainment 
project near the thai border 
being jointly developed by 
the Yatai International Hold-
ing group and a company 
owned by former ethnic mi-
litia members integrated into 
the Myanmar army.

Yatai is led by China-born 
businessman she Zhijiang, 
who reportedly obtained Cam-
bodian citizenship in 2017.

Myanmar media have high-
lighted how Chinese work-
ers appeared to have poured 
into Kayin state, while re-
ports by organisations, such 
as civil society group Karen 
Peace support Network and 
us Congress-funded us In-
stitute of Peace (usIP), have 
raised concern that the proj-
ect would serve transnational 
gambling networks and be-
come a money-laundering 
hub.

usIP cited Yatai City as 

one of the worrying develop-
ments, as “complex transna-
tional networks of Chinese 
investors, forced out of Cam-
bodia for illegal gambling ac-
tivity, are relocating to Karen 
state to build three megaci-
ties as a hub for casinos”.

Karen state is the former 
name for Kayin state.

While Yatai has received 
central government approval 
to build only high-end villas 
worth $22.5 million on 10ha 
of land, it has been marketed 
as a 12,000ha project with 
blockchain-powered infra-
structure.

Yatai’s promotional mate-
rial has identified casinos as 
a top source of the city’s rev-
enue even though the Myan-
mar government has yet to 
issue a licence to any casino 
in Kayin state.

Within the city, many 
transactions are conducted 
through Fincy, a phone ap-
plication by a singapore 
start-up which allows users to 
exchange currencies and pay 
merchants.

On google’s Play app store, 
Fincy calls itself “the exclu-
sive provider of financial ser-
vices in Yatai City”.

according to the app’s co-
founder Douglas gan, Fincy 
is used to pay salaries and is 
adopted by 90 per cent of the 
merchants in the city.

In an earlier interview with 
The Straits Times, he said 
Yatai had approached his 
company first about using 
the Fincy app.

“they approached us, say-
ing they have a city, and they 
are trying to build a smart city 
and they really think this Fin-
cy app can help them because 
the nearest bank is a 10-hour 
drive away. and we thought 
okay, if they are going to mar-
ket it for us, why not?”

He said the transaction siz-

es in the Myanmar city were 
relatively small, usually tens 
of dollars.

Meanwhile, technology de-
veloped by BCB Blockchain, 
another venture led by gan, 
is used to automatically cal-
culate, collect and store data 
on water and power usage on 
a trial basis in the project.

In a statement to The Straits 
Times, BCB’s chief technology 
officer Vanessa Koh said: “We 
hold zero tolerance to illegal 
activities and unethical prac-
tices.

“BCB Blockchain was ap-
proached by the developers 
of the Yatai City project in late 
2018, as it sought to use the 

BCB Blockchain to power its 
development.

“as the blockchain develop-
ers of an open-source platform, 
BCB has thus far solely focused 
on advising the project on the 
integration of a smart utilities 
management system.

“as BCB neither owns any of 
the hardware and technology, 
the company is merely act-
ing in an advisory role on the 
aforementioned integration.”

“While we are not involved 
in all aspects of Yatai City’s de-
velopment, BCB will cooperate 
with relevant authorities when 
needed to help facilitate a reso-
lution,” she said. THE STRAITS TIMES 

(SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The Shwe Kokko New City is under investigation by the Myanmar government over the legality of its 
operations. KAREN NEWS

suicide bombers in Philippine 
attack ‘were widows of militants’
tWO female suicide attackers who 
carried out a double bombing in the 
southern Philippines were the wid-
ows of militants who had worked for 
the Islamic state- (Is-) linked abu 
sayyaf group, the army chief said on 
Wednesday.

the pair blew themselves up in a 
coordinated attack on Jolo island in 
Muslim-majority sulu province on 
Monday, killing or wounding scores 
of security forces and civilians in the 
country’s deadliest attack this year.

the death toll from the blasts has 
risen to 15 with 74 wounded, the 
armed Forces of the Philippines 
(aFP) said in a statement, blaming 
abu sayyaf for the attack.

aFP Chief of staff Lieutenant gen-
eral gilbert gapay said: “the abu 
sayyaf group will not deter us from 
nor shake our resolve to bring an 
end to their violence.

“Our troops on the ground con-
tinue to be on high alert to deter 
similar attacks.”

site Intelligence, a us-based 
group that monitors online com-
munications among Muslim mili-
tant groups, claimed that the Is East 
asia province had issued a state-
ment claiming responsibility for the 
attacks, Philippine Daily Inquirer 
reported earlier this week.

army chief Lieutenant general Ci-
rilito sobejana identified the female 
bombers as Inda Nay and Nanah.

In a text message to reporters, sobe-
jana said Nanah was the wife of Nor-
man Lasuca, who is considered the 
Philippines’ first home-grown suicide 
bomber.

Lasuca and another attacker blew 

themselves up outside a military 
camp on Jolo in June last year, kill-
ing several soldiers and civilians.

Inda Nay was the wife of talha 
Jumsah, also known as abu talha, 
who acted as liaison between abu 
sayyaf and the Is group. He was 
killed in November in a shoot-out 
with security forces on Jolo.

authorities are checking if Nanah 
was Indonesian.

sobejana has called for martial law 
to be imposed in sulu – a chain of 
islands that has long been a strong-
hold for abu sayyaf – to “bring back 
normality” and enable the military 
to control the movement of people.

But secretary of National Defence 
Delfin Lorenzana has rejected the 

request. “there will be no martial 
law,” he said late on tuesday.

Listed by the us as a terrorist or-
ganisation, abu sayyaf is a loose net-
work of Islamist militants blamed for 
the Philippines’ worst terror attacks 
as well as kidnappings of foreign 
tourists and Christian missionaries.

Monday’s explosions happened 
near a Catholic cathedral on Jolo 
where two suicide bombers blew 
themselves up in January last year 
killing 21 people. that attack was 
blamed on a group linked to abu 
sayyaf.

suicide attacks were once very 
rare in the Philippines, but since July 
2018 there have been five, including 
the latest blasts. AFP

Suicide attacks were once very rare in the Philippines, but since July 2018 there have 
been five. AFP
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Opinion

R
aPID economic develop-
ment over the past two dec-
ades has transformed the 
southeast asia region to the 

point where it is able to participate in 
international production networks 
which allows more exports of manu-
factured products, textiles and other 
primary high-quality valued-added 
products. 

this transformation is due in part 
to foreign investors who have been 
attracted to the region because of 
favourable labour conditions, growth 
of connectivity and innovation and 
regional political stability as driven 
by the asEaN vision. these changes 
have provided many additional 
growth opportunities for the region, 
which have in turn improved the 
wellbeing of asEaN peoples through 
income generation and employment. 

as the region has embarked on 
continued progress on the develop-
ment of quality infrastructure, con-
nectivity and innovation are keys for 
the region to ensure prosperity and 
sustainable development.

However, we can anticipate that 
post-Covid-19 economic recovery 
will drive increased economic activi-
ties and energy demand in all sectors 
which indicates the need to sufficient 
investment, especially in secured 
energy infrastructure and other hard 
and soft infrastructures, to fill the 
infrastructure gaps. 

to satisfy this growing demand, 
huge energy-related infrastructure 
investment is necessary between now 
and 2040. the East asia summit (Eas) 
Energy Outlook 2019 projects $430-
440 billion will be necessary in the 
power generation sector, including 
$149-226 billion for refineries and 
$16-28 billion for liquefied natural gas 
terminals (Kimura & Han ed 2019).

More broadly, the International 
Energy agency (IEa) Outlook 2017 
projects $2.1 trillion will be required 
for oil, gas, coal and power supply. 
More than 60 per cent of investment 
goes to the power sector with trans-
mission and distribution (t&D) 
accounting for more than half of the 
total necessary investment. 

the region is very fortunate to have 
different stakeholders supporting 
infrastructure improvement in a 
manner that bridges the missing 
links in asEaN region. In this sense, 
asEaN should focus on key develop-
ment partners that promote long-
term development sustainability, 
especially the focus on quality infra-
structures, building human resources 
and bringing in knowledge and inno-
vation to the region.

For example, Japan has been pio-

neering and promoting quality infra-
structure for many years in order to 
empower asia to be a growth centre 
and drive the global economy. Most 
importantly, at the group of 20 in 
Osaka in June last year, Japan suc-
cessfully launched the initiative G-20 
Principles for High-quality Infrastruc-
ture Investment which is key to pro-
mote investment for sustainable 
development. the principles take 
into account many aspects of sus-
tainability to ensure that quality 
infrastructure is in harmony with 
local environment, communities and 
people’s livelihoods through generat-
ing local employment and facilitating 
technology transfer.

so far, Japan has committed $110 bil-
lion for quality infrastructure in asia 
from 2015-2020 which will accelerate 
financial resource mobilisation from 
private companies around the globe 
into the region. this is in line with 
Japan’s global commitment to promote 
high-quality infrastructure investment 
to address sustainable economic 
growth, reducing poverty and disparity. 

Other initiative such as Free and 
Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP) of the us, 
Japan, australia and other regional 
partners has also been well received 
by asEaN as an alternative or to 
some extent as complementary to 
other initiatives for infrastructure 
investment. 

Further, to promote the principles 

of high-quality infrastructure, the us, 
Japan and australia announced the 
Blue Dot Network in November last 
year as a multi-stakeholder initiative 
for governments, the private sector 
and civil society to join hands in 
order to promote high-quality infra-
structure investment. 

More specifically, Japan’s promo-
tion of quality infrastructure in 
southeast asia region can be seen in 
their efforts to enhance asEaN’s con-
nectivity through core land and mari-
time corridors and soft infrastructure 
development. the land corridors are 
the high-quality hard infrastructure 
development connecting the south 
China sea and the Indian Ocean, 

developing the southern Economic 
Corridor (sEC), connecting Ho Chi 
Minh, Phnom Penh, Bangkok and 
Dawei as well as East-West Economic 
Corridor (EWEC) that expands from 
Danang to Mawlamyaing in Myan-
mar as a trading centre and seaport 
to connect southeast asia to India 
and other regions.

another hard infrastructure devel-
opment is the Maritime Economic 
Corridor which consolidates connec-
tivity through the development of 
port, port-associated industries as 
well as energy and information and 
communication technology networks 
in major cities. this allows the 
Mekong sub-region to connect to 
Malaysia, singapore, Indonesia, Bru-

nei and the Philippines, thus enhanc-
ing connectivity in all of asEaN.

In recent years, China also invested 
hugely in asia infrastructure through 
its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). It 
calls for strengthening “people-to-
people bonds” and creating “win-
win” cooperation between Chinese 
and host country stakeholders. How-
ever, if BRI is to be successful, the 
principles of high-quality infrastruc-
ture initiative will need to be consid-
ered in all infrastructure investments, 
and local communities developing 
BRI projects will have to play an 
active role and the host-country 
stakeholders will need to improve the 
quality of their governance systems. 

to facilitate the quality infrastruc-
ture investment, asEaN will need to 
work more toward institutional con-
nectivity to facilitate international 
commercial trade and policies, 
removing behind-the-border issues 
as fast as possible. Innovation 
through research and development 
can increase capabilities and human 
resource development to attract 
more industrialised investment and 
high industrial technology. 

People-to-people connectivity in 
asEaN has also improved and the 
region will be deeply integrated not 
only in economic aspects, but also 
social and environmental aspects 
such as health insurance and envi-
ronmental regulation and standards. 

the region is moving toward inno-
vative development (Industry 4.0) in 
which policies will be needed to facil-
itate the backbone of economies 
such as small and medium-sized 
enterprise (sME) development, high-
ly efficient economies, smart cities, 
smart agriculture – basically innova-
tions in all sectors. strengthening 
institutional frameworks, establish-
ing procedures, providing access to 
support services, credit markets and 
finance, technology upgrading, mar-
ket expansion, entrepreneurship, can 
promote inclusive growth and devel-
opment in the region. 

asEaN should be bold in facilitat-
ing all the investment opportunities 
guided by clear principles for quality 
infrastructure to promote sustainable 
development. asEaN should also be 
responsive to the risks caused by the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

the countries and asEaN as a 
group may need to work on a “green 
deal recovery” to bring back normal 
economic activities as soon as possi-
ble through various measures includ-
ing financing green projects and pro-
mote quality infrastructure into the 
economic recovery package. THE JAKAR-

TA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The writer is senior energy economist at the Eco-
nomic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia 
(ERIA). The views expressed here are personal.

Opinion
Han Phoumin

ASEAN must aim for quality energy

Post-Covid-19 economic recovery will drive increased economic activities and energy demand 
in all sectors which indicates the need to sufficient investment, especially in secured energy 
infrastructure and other hard and soft infrastructures, to fill the infrastructure gaps. pIXABAY

ASEAN should be bold in facilitating 
all the investment opportunities 

guided by clear principles for 
quality infrastructure 
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NY’s Central Park unveils ‘real women’ statue
I

t’s a small but significant foot 
in the door of an urban land-
scape completely dominated 
by white men – On Wednesday, 

New York’s Central Park inaugu-
rated its first statue honoring “real 
women,” two of them white and one 
black, all of them pioneers in the 
struggle for women’s rights. 

In its 167-year history, the park has 
seen some 30 statues installed over 
its vast 340ha. But they have hon-
ored only white men and fictional 
women – like alice in Wonderland at 
a tea party with the Mad Hatter, or 
a life-size statue of Juliet, in tender 
embrace with her Romeo, near the 
theater that hosts shakespeare in 
the Park plays.

On Wednesday, that “bronze ceil-
ing” was shattered, as former us 
secretary of state Hillary Clinton 
said at the statue’s inauguration, 
which was streamed online.

the new statue represents so-
journer truth (1797-1883), susan B. 
anthony (1820-1906) and Elizabeth 
Cady stanton (1815-1902) – cam-
paigners for the rights of women 
and blacks, gathered around a small 
table where they appear to be ab-
sorbed in intense discussion, “not 
dreaming but working,” in the words 
of sculptor Meredith Bergmann. 

Its inauguration comes a week 
after the 100th anniversary of the 
ratification of the 19th amendment 
to the us Constitution, which gave 
women the right to vote.

None of the three women lived to 
see that day, but without them it like-
ly would not have come when it did.

the statue sits alongside one of 
the park’s most popular paths, the 
so-called Literary Walk, not far from 
statues of shakespeare, the poet 
Robert Burns and the author, politi-
cian and historian sir Walter scott.

It represents the culmination of a 
seven-year effort, said Pam Elam, who 

heads the Monumental Women asso-
ciation, which fights for wider recog-
nition of women’s role in history.

“What we all seek is nothing less than 
a full and fair historical record . . . that 
reflects the contribution of all women 
and people of color, and we won’t stop 
until we win that,” Elam said.

the road to the statue’s inaugura-
tion has been anything but smooth, 
reflecting the intense debate in the 

us about the historic treatment of 
women and blacks. 

that debate escalated sharply with the 
anti-racism protests that followed the 
death at police hands of george Floyd 
in late May, prompting the removal in 
some cities of statues honoring Con-
federate leaders, and even Christopher 
Columbus, linked to the enslavement 
or oppression of minorities.

the original plan for the statue in-

cluded only anthony and stanton, 
both white women, prompting criti-
cism that it neglected the historic 
role of black women. 

so planners added sojourner 
truth, a prominent abolitionist who 
once delivered an impassioned plea 
for women’s rights now famous as 
her “ain’t I a Woman?” speech.  

statues of women are rare not just 
in Central Park but all around New 

York. City officials have commit-
ted themselves to dedicating more 
monuments to women.

an early beneficiary of that ef-
fort will be shirley Chisholm (1924-
2005), a Brooklyn native who in 1968 
became the first black woman ever 
elected to Congress – her statue is 
slated to be completed by the end 
of this year and be installed at that 
borough’s large Prospect Park. afp

Reeves brings sunny ‘Bill & Ted’ sequel to dark world
FEatuRINg a young Keanu 
Reeves, a madcap time-trav-
elling plot and a supply of the 
most bodacious catchphras-
es, 1989’s Bill & Ted’s Excellent 

Adventure has become a cult 
comedy classic.

three decades on, the hit 
that launched Reeves’ career 
is back for a third movie – and 

its air-headed, good-natured 
heroes’ message to “be excel-
lent to each other” is needed 
now more than ever, its crea-
tors told aFP.

“It’s certainly fortuitous,” co-
writer Chris Matheson said 
ahead of Friday’s release of Bill 
& Ted Face the Music.

“We didn’t have any sense 
when we started back up, that 
their ingenuousness about the 
world was somehow going to be 
more resonant,” he told aFP.

“But as things got darker and 
darker in the world – starting, 
let’s see, November 2016 per-
haps – there was a sense of like, 
‘Huh . . . it might be really, real-
ly nice to spend some time 
with them now.’”

Reeves – who went on to 
become a top Hollywood 
a-lister with Point Break, Speed 
and The Matrix – is riding high 
again thanks to the John Wick 
films, and a viral internet cam-
paign dubbing him the nicest 
guy in Hollywood.

He has also been key to get-
ting the latest Bill & Ted off the 
ground. Matheson and co-
creator Ed solomon (Men in 
Black) began writing the latest 
film more than a decade ago, 
after the star confirmed his 
willingness to return in a press 
interview.

speaking at a press confer-
ence held online due to the 
pandemic that has killed 
180,000 americans and shut 
down Hollywood, Reeves told 
journalists that Bill and ted’s 
sunny spirit has “more impact 
just because of the situation 
that we find ourselves in.”

Reeves even resisted 
attempts to make the duo’s 
behavior darker. 

“We’d write scenes where Bill 
and ted were dishonest, were try-
ing to trick somebody,” recalled 
Matheson. “and he would say, 
‘No, they wouldn’t do that.’

“and he ended up being 
right – these guys just don’t 
do that. and that’s meaning-
ful. that’s Keanu.”

Midlife crisis on steroids
In the film, things haven’t 

turned out exactly as planned for 
the pair of wannabe rock stars 
from san Dimas, California.

Now married with kids, their 
hopeless band Wyld stallyns 
has failed to write the proph-
esied rock anthem that will 
unite the world.

and the clock is ticking – 

providing the film’s midlife-
crisis-on-steroids plotline.

Reeves and returning co-star 
alex Winter – now a renowned 
documentary-maker – are 
joined by newcomers samara 
Weaving and Brigette Lundy-
Paine, who play their daughters, 
as well as a few old favorites.

the film itself endured a 
long and difficult path to the 
screen, reportedly hindered by 
studio bosses nervous about 
its aging stars in a Hollywood 
obsessed with youth-focused 
franchise “reboots.”

But for its creators, “Bill & 
ted” could not exist without 
Reeves and Winter – both 55 
– who met in the original 
film’s audition and remain 
close friends, regularly spend-
ing thanksgiving and other 
holidays together.

“alex and Keanu’s friendship 
permeates the entire film 
series,” said solomon.

“We didn’t want to do a ver-
sion where they had become 
successful and now weren’t 
speaking to each other . . . 
Because we knew they would 
never separate.” afp

Visitors snap a selfie in front of Central Park’s statue to ‘real women’, the first in the park’s 167-year history. afp

Keanu Reeves is bringing back Bill & Ted because the world needs to be a little more excellent. afp



French minister defends ‘precious’ topless rights
FRANCE’S interior minister on 
Tuesday defended the right of 
women to sunbathe topless on 
beaches, after a police warning 
for a group who stripped off on 
the southern coast sparked a 
social media outcry.

French gendarmes patrol-
ling a beach in Mediterranean 
seaside town Sainte-Marie-la-
Mer last week asked a group of 
topless sunbathers to cover up 
in response to a complaint 
from a family, the local gen-
darmerie said in a statement 
on Facebook.

It acknowledged their 
actions had been “clumsy” but 
said the officers aimed wanted 
only to calm the situation, 
insisting there had been no 
official order to ban topless 
sunbathing in the town.

But their actions prompted 
an avalanche of criticism on 
social media, where users 
wondered if the practice was 
now out of bounds.

“Is Sainte-Marie-la-Mer now 
Saudi Arabia?” wondered one 
user, while others slammed a 
creeping “prudishness” in 
France.

“It was wrong that the women 
were warned about their cloth-
ing,” interior minister Gerald 
Darmanin wrote on Twitter.

“Freedom is something pre-
cious. And it is normal that offi-
cials can admit their mistakes.”

“You will always see me in 
uniform,” the spokeswoman 
of the French gendarmerie 
Maddy Scheurer wrote on 
Twitter, adding a smiling emo-
ji. “But topless sunbathing is 
allowed on the beach at Sainte-
Marie-la-Mer. It was clumsi-
ness by two gendarmes who 
had the best intentions.”

Topless sunbathing in France 
is legally not considered to be 
sexual exhibitionism although 
it can be halted by local direc-
tives outlawing certain styles 
of dress.

But far from everyone in 
France takes their tops off on 
the beach these days and top-
less sunbathing has become 
less popular in recent years.

Surveys show that younger 
women are increasingly con-
cerned about sexual harass-
ment and body shaming on 
the beach.

Less than 20 per cent of 
French women aged under 50 
now sunbathe topless, com-
pared with 28 per cent 10 years 
ago and 43 per cent in 1984, 
according to a recent survey by 
pollster Ifop of over 5,000 Euro-
peans including 1,000 French.

This makes the French less 
willing to bathe topless than 
some other Europeans, with 
almost half of Spanish women 
saying they bathe topless and 
34 per cent of Germans. afp
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Topless sunbathing has declined in France in recent years, but it still has staunch defenders, including the country’s interior minister. afp

Biggie’s crown, 
Tupac’s love letters 
headed to auction
T

EENAGE Tupac’s 
love letters and fel-
low rapper Biggie’s 
iconic crown will 

hit the auction block next 
month in Sotheby’s first ever 
sale devoted to hip hop.

The letters and crown will 
headline the September 15 
sale that features more than 
120 lots including cloth-
ing, jewellery, art and other 
ephemera of the genre born 
in the Bronx.

The crown is the headgear 
that The Notorious B.I.G. – fa-
mous for hits including Juicy, 
Big Poppa and Hypnotize – 
wore during his last recorded 
photoshoot in 1997, just three 
days before his shock murder 
in Los Angeles.

The photographer Barron 
Claiborne, who took the now 
immortal image of the artist 
born Christopher Wallace, 
put the rap artefact up for 
sale where it’s expected to go 
for $200,000 to $300,000.

It’s quite a sum for a crown 
made of plastic that Sean 
“Diddy” Combs, at the time 
Biggie’s label owner, at first 
worried would make the hip 
hop superstar look like the 
Burger King rather than the 
King of New York.

“You’re not so much selling 
the object as selling the story 
that’s behind it,” explained 
Cassandra Hatton, the se-
nior specialist at Sotheby’s 
behind the auction set to be-

come an annual event.
“It’s something that we all 

recognise. All you have to 
say is ‘Biggie’s Crown’,” she 
told AFP. 

“Even my grandma – and I 
love Grandma, but she’s not 
hip,” laughed Hatton. “She 
knew what Biggie’s crown 
was.”

Tupac in love
The other cornerstone of 

the September auction is a 
collection of 22 signed love 
letters penned by Tupac 
Shakur to his girlfriend Kathy 
Loy when he was a teenager 
in Baltimore.

Tupac – whose hits includ-
ed California, Changes, Dear 
Mama and All Eyez On Me – 
was also gunned down, just 
months before Biggie. Both 
murders of two of hip hop’s 
most influential stars remain 
unsolved.

The 42 pages of intimate 
messages written in the de-
liberate yet shaky cursive of 
an adolescent paint a vul-
nerable portrait of the lyrical 
Tupac in love, both eager to 
profess his heart’s desire and 
insecure that he could lose 
his high school sweetheart.

“I love you now more than 
ever. So forgive me for carry-
ing on. I love you beautiful. 
Still love me?” he writes in 
one letter signed: “With All 
My Heart, Tupac Shakur.”

“Will you call me tonight at 

11:40? Just to check to see if 
I’m okay,” the nascent rap-
per wrote in a postscript.

The letters are expected 
to sell for at least $60,000 to 
$80,000.

The sale intends to trace 
the development of hip hop 
from its birth in the late 1970s 
through the “Golden Age” of 
the mid-1980s to mid-1990s 
to the present day.

A portion of the proceeds 
will go to non-profit commu-
nity organisations, including 
the music and DJ programme 
Building Beats aimed at en-
gaging underserved youth.

The charity aspect was 
important, Hatton said, be-
cause “the sale is about cel-
ebrating the history of hip 
hop and how much of an im-
pact it’s had on culture.”

“We wanted to support or-
ganisations that themselves 
supported the preservation 
of the history of hip hop.”

The auction is unique not 
only in that it’s the first of its 
kind at a major internation-
al house, but also because 
the majority of the consign-
ers are artists themselves 
or their estates, rather than 
collectors.

“That’s kind of a big con-
versation in the art world – 
do the artists get any benefit 
from the sale of their art,” 
Hatton said. 

In this case, she said: “We 
can absolutely say yes.” afp

A crown worn by rapper Biggie Smalls – The Notorious B.I.G. – will hit the auction block next month in Sotheby’s 
first ever sale devoted to hip hop. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Solid home base
  5 Tilts to one side
 10 Developer’s reference
 14 “And miles ___ before I sleep” 

(Frost)
 15 Hawaii “hi”
 16 Prevalent
 17 Secured, as a victory
 18 Mortise’s woodworking mate
 19 Desktop graphic
 20 Tyrannizing
 23 Lummoxes
 24 Forgets to mention
 25 Like a CIA operation
 28 Some former tadpoles
 30 Singletons
 31 Tablet maker of note
 33 Weep
 36 Game you can lose only once
 40 Winter clock setting in Vt.
 41 Arachnids found in dust
 42 Make up ground
 43 Waxy buildup site
 44 Start of Richard III’s plea
 46 Plug projection

 49 Gold measurement
 51 Not knowing one’s head from 

one’s tail
 57 Iris locale
 58 Like a turkey’s wattle
 59 Get ___ a good thing
 60 “Dadgummit!”
 61 Counting everything
 62 Common Maine tree
 63 “If all ___ fails ...”
 64 Achieve harmony
 65 Hasenpfeffer, e.g.
DOWN
  1 Show signs of life
  2 Centers of activity
  3 Like fine wines
  4 Like a ghost, say
  5 Tennis racket strings, once
  6 All eyes and ears
  7 Discouraged behaviors
  8 “You” of yesteryear
  9 Turned state’s evidence
 10 Spectrum formers
 11 African antelope
 12 Brewing
 13 Serves beer after beer
 21 Word in the Postal Service creed

 22 The Beverly Wilshire, for one
 25 Center
 26 Encumbrance
 27 Suit option
 28 Grand-scale poetry
 29 Seasonal strain
 31 Industrious insects
 32 “Before,” when before
 33 “You are here” symbol
 34 He gave us a lift
 35 Nota ___ (take notice)
 37 Insect stage
 38 Common inhalant
 39 Diva’s self-indulgences
 43 Make one’s blood boil
 44 Diamond-shaped pattern
 45 Was afflicted with
 46 Overly proper person
 47 Be in competition with
 48 Parts, as a curtain
 49 Groucho Marx prop
 50 Viewpoint
 52 “Heat of the Moment” band
 53 “You ___?” (butler’s question)
 54 Group of troops
 55 Fewer than few
 56 Was told about

“R&R IN THE R&D DEPARTMENT” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

Qiu Kai, a beekeeper in Changxing county, Zhejiang province, introduces his locally-produced wares during a 
livestream. Local governments have encouraged farmers and beekeepers to promote sales of agricultural 
products. XINHUA NEWS AGENCY/CHINA DAILY

China’s rural bloggers 
cultivate loyal fans 
with realistic videos 

R
uRaL China is now 
becoming the birth-
place for the next 
generation of social 

media influencers, generating 
revenues for and promoting 
the development of villages, 
experts said this week.

“Rural China is giving birth 
to the next generation of in-
ternet celebrities,” said Clay-
ton Dube, director of univer-
sity of southern California 
(usC)’s us-China Institute, 
during a webinar entitled 
Rediscovering the Chinese 
Countryside in the Age of So-
cial Media.

During the current Covid-19 
pandemic, with people stuck 
at home, many viewers in 
China and around the world 
have turned to videos made by 
farmers, rural couples, and en-
terprising youngsters for a re-
spite from their stressful lives.

On the sideline of the we-
binar, usC’s professor Han Li 
explained that one of the first 
that started this trend was 
Qiaofu Jiumei, meaning the 
ninth sister of a clever woman 
in English.

Her nephew, a college stu-
dent with a degree in media 
studies, returned to her home 
province guangxi and started 
the programme by recording 
her everyday life before using 
short videos and social media 
platforms to sell products on 
the internet.

“Her character and person-
ality allow viewers to connect 
with her, the video format is 
simple in quality, authentic, 
with an amateur feeling to it, 
as if she is genuinely trying 
to share her real life with the 
viewers,” Li says.

Viewers watch as Jiumei 
plants and harvests veg-
etables, cooks local dishes, 
hangs out with her family 
and neighbors, and takes her 
wares to market. to date, she 
has three million followers on 
tiktok and Youtube, many of 
them from outside China.

“these viewers are attracted 
by the exotic rural environ-
ments that are very different 
from urban living, with their 
pleasing visuals, slower pace, 
harmonious family life and 
the ability to consume their 
products from a distance,” 
says Li.

Dube points out that these 
types of blogs draw much of 
their appeal on Youtube for 
Western viewers as a form of 
“Orientalism “that relies on 
a more romanticised view of 
rural life in China and other 
parts of asia.

“It’s a utopian, timeless, apo-
litical image of rural, yet high-
cultural, China,” he adds.

another unexpected side 
effect of the celebrity status 
of these rural bloggers is their 
growing power as market in-
fluencers.

By establishing an online 
communal sales portal for 

the fresh fruits and vegetables 
grown locally by other farm-
ers from her village, Jiumei 
has been able to support her 
own family and make a for-
tune for her home village.

Meanwhile, they attract big 
Chinese internet companies 
which then lure them onto 
their platforms to capture 
their followers.

Dianxi Xiaoge, a young lo-
cal woman living in Baoshan, 
China’s southwestern Yun-
nan province, has enjoyed an 
even bigger bonanza from her 
homespun, bucolic blogs.

unlike most of the other 
rural bloggers who rely on 
a more authentic, amateur 
style of camerawork, Dianxi 
Xiaoge, now with 2.4 mil-
lion followers on tiktok and 
5.8 million followers on You-

tube, specialises in highly-
stylised, artistic and profes-
sional cinematography.

Capitalising on the return to 
the global simpler life move-
ment, Dianxi Xiaoge has built 
an even bigger brand for her-
self and attracted millions of 
devoted followers around the 
world, which generates enor-
mous revenues for her and 
her web-provider, and at the 
same time helps promote the 
development of rural China.

the Chinese government 
has long been committed to 
eradicating poverty in Chi-
na, promoting engagement 
of China’s youth in rural af-
fairs, and encouraging urban 
workers to return to rural 
provinces to help foster their 
economic development.

Over the past few decades, 
until rural bloggers came 
along, this had been an up-
hill battle, since rural living 

in China had acquired the 
stigma of poverty, unsanitary 
conditions, and the sad as-
sociation of parents having to 
leave their children at home 
with grandparents to go off to 
work in the city.

But now that there is a real 
opportunity for enterprising 
farmers to become internet 
celebrities, things are looking 
up and more urban Chinese 
are heading back to their 
roots in their home provinces 
to try their luck.

Jiumei, who used to work in a 
noodle factory in the city before 
returning to her village, said in a 
recent interview, “I used to think 
only the very beautiful or hand-
some could become internet ce-
lebrities, but now a village wom-
an like me can become one.” 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

These viewers are attracted by 
the exotic rural environments 
that are very different from 

urban living
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NBa walkout sparks historic sport boycott
t

HE Milwaukee Bucks led a 
historic sporting boycott on 
Wednesday over the us po-
lice shooting of a black man, 

forcing the NBa to halt its playoff 
schedule and prompting a wave of 
walkouts across multiple sports.

the NBa postponed its entire 
slate of Wednesday fixtures after the 
Bucks refused to play game five of 
their Eastern Conference first-round 
series against the Orlando Magic in 
protest over the shooting of afri-
can-american man Jacob Blake in 
Kenosha, Wisconsin on sunday.

Blake was seriously injured after 
being shot point blank in the back 
seven times by police officers in a 
confrontation captured on video.

“Over the last few days in our 
home state of Wisconsin, we’ve seen 
the horrendous video of Jacob Blake 
being shot in the back seven times 
by a police officer in Kenosha, and 
the additional shooting of protes-
tors,” the Bucks players said in a 
statement explaining their boycott.

“Despite the overwhelming plea 
for change, there has been no ac-
tion, so our focus today cannot be 
on basketball.”

the Bucks’ no-show prompted the 
NBa to scrap two other games sched-
uled for Wednesday – Houston’s clash 
with Oklahoma City thunder and the 
Los angeles Lakers’ matchup with 
the Portland trail Blazers.

at an emergency meeting of NBa 
teams in Florida late on Wednesday, 
the crisis threatened to put the en-
tire season in jeopardy, with LeB-
ron James’ Los angeles Lakers and 
Los angeles Clippers both voting to 
abandon the season. all other teams 
voted to continue.

It was not immediately clear 
whether the Lakers and Clippers 
would continue the season as 
scheduled. 

a walkout by two of the NBa’s 
strongest teams and title contenders 
– as well as its biggest star – would 
deal a devastating blow to the credi-
bility of the season. the NBa’s Board 
of governors is meeting on thurs-
day to address player concerns.

Boycotts spread
the boycotts spread to other 

sports, with the Milwaukee Brew-
ers’ game against the Cincinnati 
Reds becoming one of several Major 
League Baseball games to be post-
poned.

In tennis, two-time grand slam 
champion Naomi Osaka abruptly 
announced her withdrawal from 
the Wta Western & southern Open 
semi-finals, where she was due to 
play on thursday.

“as a black woman I feel as though 
there are much more important 
matters at hand that need immedi-
ate attention, rather than watching 
me play tennis,” Osaka said.

In a statement released late on  
Wednesday, atP/Wta organisers 
said all play scheduled for thursday 
had been postponed in recognition 
of the fight against racial inequality.

Elsewhere, the Women’s NBa 
postponed its scheduled fixtures 
for Wednesday, while Major League 
soccer also called off five of six 

games.

Dramatic escalation
the NBa postponements marked 

a dramatic escalation in the league’s 
calls for social justice, which have 
reverberated across the sport in the 
months since the killing of unarmed 
black man george Floyd by Minne-
apolis police in May.

Lakers superstar James voiced 
solidarity with the Bucks decision in 
a tweet shortly after the boycott was 
announced. 

“WE DEMaND CHaNgE. sICK OF 
It,” James wrote.

the NBa’s players union also 
backed the protest. 

“the players have, once again, 
made it clear – they will not be silent 

on this issue,” National Basketball 
Players association executive direc-
tor Michele Roberts said in a state-
ment.

Renewed anger had swept the NBa 
after sunday’s shooting of Blake.

the 29-year-old was shot repeat-
edly in the back as he attempted to 
get into his car, which contained his 
three children.

Protests have erupted in Kenosha 
since the shooting, with two people 
killed after a teenager opened fire 
on demonstrators with an assault 
rifle on tuesday.

‘Horrifying, maddening’
the NBa’s coronavirus-halted sea-

son resumed last month in Orlando 
against the backdrop of nationwide 

protests following Floyd’s death.
NBa teams have knelt in protest 

during the pre-match playing of 
the us national anthem, while the 
words “Black Lives Matter” have 
been painted onto each court stag-
ing games in Florida.

Players, many of whom took part 
in protests against Floyd’s killing, 
have been allowed to wear jerseys 
bearing social justice messages.

the first hints of boycotts over 
Blake’s shooting came from toron-
to Raptors coach Nick Nurse, who 
revealed that his players had dis-
cussed refusing to play their game 
with Boston on thursday.

Boston Celtics coach Brad stevens 
described Blake’s shooting as “hor-
rifying.”

“Our thoughts are with Jacob 
Blake and his family and obviously 
that video was horrifying, awful,” 
stevens said. “to think of three kids 
being in that car, it’s ridiculous.

“these are hard times. With the 
pandemic going on, with this con-
stant wave of inequality – it’s mad-
dening.”

the Los angeles Clippers african-
american coach Doc Rivers con-
trasted the latest shooting with the 
apocalyptic rhetoric at this week’s 
Republican Party convention.

“all you hear is Donald trump and 
all of them talking about fear,” Riv-
ers said in remarks on tuesday.

“We’re the ones getting killed. 
We’re the ones getting shot. We’re 
the ones that are denied to live in 
certain communities.

“We’ve been hung, we’ve been shot. 
all you do is keep hearing about fear. 
It’s amazing to me why we keep lov-
ing this country and this country 
does not love us back.” afp

The Milwaukee Bucks led a historic sporting boycott on Wednesday over the US police shooting of a black man, forcing the NBA to halt its playoff schedule. afp

Naomi Osaka abruptly announced her withdrawal from the WTA Western & Southern 
Open semi-finals, where she was due to play on Thursday. Getty imaGes/afp

Clippers coach Doc Rivers contrasted the latest shooting with the apocalyptic rhetoric 
at this week’s Republican Party convention. afp
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