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Japan to resume flights to 
Cambodia in September
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya 

POLICE arrested a man in 
Khnat commune, in Siem 
Reap province’s Puok district 
on Friday after an electric trap 
he installed in his rice field to 
catch rats killed one villager 
and injured another.

District police chief Tep 
Pumsen identified the sus-
pect as Yai Yoeun, 57. The two 
victims are siblings. Phuon 

Phorng, 35, died while his 
21-year-old brother Phuon Pit 
sustained injuries. 

“The suspect admitted he 
installed the wire and con-
nected it to electricity sur-
rounding his rice field, but he 
had no intention of hurting 
anyone. He only wanted to 
catch rats,” Pumsen said. 

Minor crimes bureau chief 
Phoeung Chendareth said the 
law does not allow anyone to 

set up a trap like that. 
Citing the Ministry of Agri-

culture, Forestry and Fisher-
ies and the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, he said it is illegal to 
install electric wire in a rice 
field, water and other forest 
areas to catch animals.  

“His electric wire caused a 
person to die and another to 
sustain injury. He is charged 
with manslaughter and is 
being detained temporarily 

for a later hearing,” Chen-
dareth said. 

Phorng’s brother-in-law 
Chhay Nuon told The Post on 
Sunday the suspect’s family 
tried to find a solution with 
the victims’ family outside the 
court, but to no avail. 

“The suspect’s family 
begged us not to sue him and 
offered $5,000, but my young-
er sister and her mother-in-
law did not agree,” he said.

Long Kimmarita

THE Ministry of Labour and 
Vocational Training will now 
allow foreign workers to make 
up more than 10 per cent of 
certain enterprises’ staffs if 
they cannot find local workers 
to fill positions.

The announcement was 
signed by labour minister Ith 
Sam Heng in mid-August and 
said enterprise owners who 
fall under the scope of Article 

1 of the labour law can file a 
request to employ an increased 
amount of foreign workers.

The announcement further 
said the measure can be imple-
mented if the enterprise can-
not find enough Cambodian 
workers to fill their staff.

“To employ foreign workers, 
enterprise owners or manag-
ers must make letters asking 
for permission with written 
contracts of employment of 
each foreigner attached. Any 

enterprise owners or manag-
ers or any persons who 
infringe on regulations of the 
announcement are to be 
prosecuted according to the 
labour law,” it said.

Ministry spokesperson 
Heng Sour told The Post on 
Sunday that the decision aims 
to meet the needs of full-time 
production chains which 
operate 24 hours per day. 

Workforces in the night 
entertainment, agriculture 

and construction sectors were 
still lacking, Sour said.

“If enterprises cannot find 
or it is difficult to find Cam-
bodian workers, they can 
recruit foreign workers. We 
need production chains 24 
hours a day. If they have work 
but can’t find Cambodian 
workers, we need to be open 
to any workers,” he said.

According to a ministry Prakas 

Ministry to allow for 
more foreign workers

Mexican 
reporter’s 
killer gets 
50 years

Man dead after rat trap goes wrong

A MEXICAN judge has sen-
tenced the man convicted of 
ordering the 2017 murder of 
prominent journalist Mirosl-
ava Breach to 50 years impris-
onment, a singular judgment 
in one of the deadliest coun-
tries globally for media.

The sentence of Juan Car-
los Moreno, also known as 
“El Larry”, was announced 
by the state prosecutor’s 
office on Saturday. 

He had been convicted of 
being the “intellectual author” 
of Breach’s murder, one of the 
few such media killings to be 
solved in the country.

Mexico is regularly rated 
by journalism watchdog 
Reporters Without Borders 
as one of the most danger-
ous countries in the world 
for journalists.

Breach, who covered the 
country’s drug war, was one 
of 11 journalists murdered 
in 2017. More than 100 have 
been killed since 2000, but 
90 per cent of the murders 
remain unresolved.

Prosecutors said in a state-
ment that the 50-year sen-
tence set a precedent in cases 
involving crimes against free 
expression, adding it was the 
longest sentence to date for 
such crimes.

Propuesta Civica, a non-
governmental organisation 
that advocates for human 
rights and free expression, 
called for further investiga-
tions of others involved in 
Breach’s murder, as well as 
an inquiry into the “possible 
involvement of officials of 
the current government of 
Chihuahua”.

Breach, a 54-year-old vet-
eran crime and politics 
reporter for the newspapers 
La Jornada and Norte de Jua-
rez, was found dead inside 
her car with gunshot wounds 
to the head on March 23, 
2017, in Chihuahua state.

One of her last stories was on 
a war between two rival capos 
in the Juarez drug cartel.

Prosecutors said she was 
murdered “with premedita-
tion” after being sent intim-
idating messages meant to 
impinge on her freedom of 
expression.

Ramon Zavala, wanted for 
allegedly being the gunman 
who actually shot Breach, was 
himself killed in late 2017 by 
unidentified assailants. AFP

Fatal crash
Two vehicles are damaged after an accident on National Road 4. The National Police said there were 51 reported traffic  
accidents during the replacement Khmer New Year holiday, leaving 21 people dead and 70 injured. FACEBOOK
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issued in 2014 on the employ-
ment of foreign workers in the 
labour sector, enterprise owners 
or managers must recruit Cam-
bodian workers as a priority. 

the Prakas dictated that less 
than 10 per cent of workers in a 
labour job could be foreign. 

the Center for alliance of 
Labour and Human Rights (Cen-
tral) executive director Moeun 
tola said he was surprised at the 
ministry’s decision. 

He said the ministry should 
not have made this decision 
because currently, Cambodian 
citizens returning from abroad 
are facing unemployment.

“the ministry’s report said 
citizens returning from thai-

land are not less than 130,000. 
so, do these people have jobs? 
their main priorities are debts. 
I think that allowing more than 
10 per cent of foreign workers 
to work seems to open an 
opportunity to compete 
between foreign and Cambo-
dian workers,” he said.

tola observed that even 
though Cambodia has yet to 
have a law allowing enterprises 
to employ more than 10 per cent 
of foreign workers, some enter-
prises, especially in the agricul-
ture sector, had already 
employed a huge workforce of 
foreign workers. tola said he is 
concerned that making this legal 
could cause Cambodia to 
become a transit point for 
human trafficking.

Central: Increasing 
foreign workforce 
will pressure locals

Khorn Savi

MINIstRY of Health spokes-
woman Or Vandine recently 
announced that Cambodia 
will wait for approval from 
the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) before it admin-
isters Covid-19 vaccines to 
any of its citizens.

the announcement came 
after China and Russia de-
clared they had manufac-
tured Covid-19 vaccines fit 
for humans.

“to use any vaccine, it re-
quires proper checks. We do 
not know any specific infor-
mation from WHO about any 
vaccines that can be used and 
given to citizens officially,” 
Vandine said. 

 Recently, China developed 
its ad5-nCoV vaccine while 
Russia created its sputnik V 
vaccines. Both countries an-
nounced the vaccines could 
be used by people worldwide. 

the countries made their 
announcements after testing 
their vaccines and determin-
ing them effective against 
Covid-19. 

However, researchers from 
western countries are still 
concerned about the safety of 
the vaccine as it has not been 
acknowledged by the WHO. 

Vandine said further studies 
are being conducted to verify 
the safety of the vaccines.

Cambodia is a member of 
the global alliance for Vac-
cines and Immunisation 
(gaVI) and the ministry has 
already considered request-
ing vaccine support for Cam-
bodia, she said.  

according to a ministry 
press release, there have been 
no new Covid-19 cases in 
Cambodia over the past nine 
days. there were 38 recover-
ies over the timeframe, which 
increased the country’s total 
recoveries to 263 among 273 
total cases. ten people are 
being treated in hospitals for 
Covid-19. 

the ministry said there were 
no community transmissions 
of Covid-19 during the five-
day replacement Khmer New 
Year holiday. 

Prime Minister Hun sen has 
reiterated his calls for citizens 
to practise proper hygiene. 

“I call on people to further 
take care of their health to 
not get infected by Covid-19 
and follow the advice of the 
health ministry by wearing 
masks and washing hands 
with sanitiser. Covid-19 is a 
fast and hazardous pandem-
ic,” he said.

Cambodia to wait 
for WHO-approved 
virus vaccinations

BaKC presidential candidates 
state platforms for election
Niem Chheng

t
HE Bar association of 
the Kingdom of Cam-
bodia (BaKC) is set to 
elect a new president 

in October to replace outgo-
ing President suon Visal. 

Four prominent lawyers are 
vying for the position, includ-
ing Ly Chantola, sam sokong, 
Long Dara, and Ket Khy.  

the four candidates have ex-
pressed varying views on how 
to improve the institution. 

Chantola told The Post on 
sunday the role is an honour in 
the legal profession and society. 

“I always contribute to 
strengthening and promot-
ing BaKC and the legal pro-
fession. as BaKC president, I 
will have the opportunity to 
lead and issue policy and en-
force priority actions on be-
half of my fellow attorneys. 
I want to see excellence and 
prestige in the profession,” 
Chantola said.

He said should he be elect-
ed, he would enforce an eight-
point action plan that includes 
restricting the recruitment 
of lawyers who did not go 
through professional training, 
strengthening lawyer quality, 
and improving cooperation 
with relevant institutions.

Lawyer sam sokong said he 
wants to make the BaKC an 
independent institution. He 
wants to see lawyers trusted 
by the public and clients. 

“a lawyer is not an agent 
that brings a bribe to the 
court in order to win a case 
for a client,” he said.

should he be elected, he 
would strengthen discipline, 
qualifications, and coopera-
tion with international law-
yer associations in order to 
exchange knowledge and ex-
periences, and defend Cam-
bodians living abroad.

“I want the BaKC to be in-
dependent and not under 
orders from any person, in-

stitution, or political party. 
secondly, I want BaKC to be 
accepted locally and interna-
tionally. We want to connect 
with international lawyer as-
sociations and we want to 
defend our people outside of 
Cambodia,” sokong said.

Long Dara said he has at-
tempted to stand as a can-
didate for 10 years. He fights 
for this position because he 
wants to stop the increasing 
number of lawyers who en-
ter the profession based on 
experience and not profes-
sional training. He said an 

increasing number of lawyers 
has created “lawyer inflation” 
criticised by the public. 

should he be elected, he 
wants the public to under-
stand the role of lawyers and 
their dignity. He would make 
the profession a part of the 
government’s judicial reform 
efforts.

“In order to make my point 
applicable, I need participa-
tion from colleagues and their 
recommendations. I will dis-
cuss with the BaKC bar coun-
cil to contribute to the gov-
ernment’s efforts in making 

Cambodia a country under 
the rule of law,” Dara said.

Ket Khy said he would de-
liver a message about his pol-
icy on election day. But what 
he wishes to change within 
the BaKC is to put an end to 
some bad practices such as 
voting by proxy.

“Campaigning for votes by 
inviting others to a drinking 
party is also a bad practice. 
a qualified leader with good 
ethics cannot be elected 
through such practice. Drink-
ing together can be called 
vote-buying. this makes 

good candidates unable to 
win support if they don’t have 
money to throw a party to 
garner votes,” Khet Ky said.

Incumbent BaKC president 
suon Visal could not be reached 
for comment on sunday. 

BaKC deputy secretary-
general Liv sovanna said dur-
ing his two terms in office, 
Visal kept 90 per cent of his 
promises. 

He said Visal improved 
the capacity of lawyers who 
jumped into the field by expe-
rience. He also focused more 
on practice than theory in 

producing new lawyers.
sovanna said Visal started 

negotiating with lawyers as-
sociation in south Korea, 
thailand, and Malaysia –three 
countries with many Cambo-
dia migrant workers. 

When a Memorandum 
of understanding (Mou) is 
signed with each of them, 
poor migrants in those coun-
tries will be provided legal 
services, sovanna said.

an Mou with the lawyers 
association in thailand was 
almost completed but was 
postponed due to Covid-19. 
When signed, BaKC will sta-
tion three lawyers there for 
six months at a time. the plan 
will depend on the incoming 
president, he said.

sovanna said BaKC wants to 
be an institution that is trusted 
by clients and the public. 

a BaKC member who spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
also called for a fair election.    

“the coming BaKC election 
should be done on the basis 
of equality, transparency and 
lawyer professionalism. the 
profession is independent 
and free and it contributes to 
judicial sectors”.

He also requested the new 
BaKC president make the insti-
tution independent, free, digni-
fied, and free from corruption. 

Cambodia currently has 1,579 
lawyers and 408 apprentice law-
yers, according to BaKC.

From left: Sam Sokong, Long Dara, Ly Chantola and Ket Khy. supplied

Siem Reap provincial authorities inspect visitors for Covid-like symptoms 
during the replacement Khmer New Year holiday. siem reap provincial hall

A lawyer is not an agent 
that brings a bribe to the 
court in order to win a 

case for a client
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Mom Kunthear 

tHERE were 51 reported traffic 
accidents during the replace-
ment Khmer New Year holiday, 
leaving 21 people dead and 70 
injured. Most of the accidents 
occurred in Phnom Penh.

according to a report by the 
National Police released over 
the weekend, the accidents 
involved 59 motorbikes and 
30 vehicles.

Institute for Road safety 
director Kong Ratanak told 
The Post on sunday that dur-
ing the five-day holiday, some 
citizens failed to properly fol-
low traffic laws. the casual-
ties break the recent trend of 
declining accident numbers 
before the holiday, when po-
lice rigorously enforced the 
new traffic law sub-decree 
throughout the country.

“this indicates the effective-
ness of law enforcement and 
it shows that people are afraid 
of police more than the law. 
During the holiday, there were 
traffic police deployed at im-
portant places, but they were 
there to facilitate traffic and 
not to strengthen the law.

“We want equal law en-
forcement with transparency 
and persistency on a regular 
basis,” Ratanak said. 

He said people have generally 
flouted traffic law for a long time 
and it is difficult to change their 

bad habits in a short period. 
“the first thing we need to 

do is to let them know that law 
enforcement is equal and no of-
fenders will be forgiven,” he said. 

according to the National 
Police, the traffic accidents oc-
curred in Phnom Penh and the 
provinces of Pursat, Battam-
bang, Kandal, takeo, Oddar 
Meanchey, Banteay Meanchey 
Preah Vihear, svay Rieng, Kam-
pong speu and Kratie. 

the report said 3,891 ve-
hicle owners were stopped 
and fined for violating  traffic 
law over the holiday, 2,882 of 
them were motorbike riders.

the new traffic law sub-de-
cree, which increases traffic 
fines three to five-fold, aims 
to decrease the number of ac-
cidents this year.

the government felt com-
pelled to enact the measure 
after the number of injuries 
and deaths jumped dramati-
cally from 2018 to 2019.

Road traffic offences, the 
National Police said, includ-
ed driving without a helmet, 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol and failing to obey 
traffic lights and signs.

they also included turning 
offences, driving overweight 
vehicles, driving without reg-
istration plates, using a phone 
while driving, driving without 
a licence and not wearing 
safety belt.

Soth Koemsoeun

EIgHt people were injured in 
five fires over the replacement 
Khmer New Year holiday from 
august 17 to 21, according to 
the National Police’s Depart-
ment of Fire Prevention, Ex-
tinguishing and Rescue.

Department director Neth 
Vantha said on sunday that 
causes of the fires included 
electrical failures, gas explo-
sions and arson.

He said the fires occurred in 
stung treng, Kep, siem Reap, 
Preah sihanouk and Kan-
dal provinces. the fires also 
damaged three houses and 
a handicraft factory and de-
stroyed a shed.

“Eight people were mildly 
injured but no one was seri-
ously injured. When a fire 
occurs, our forces intervene 
immediately because it can 
cause a lot of damage to our 
people’s property,” he said.

according to a department 
report, one of the fires de-
stroyed a home in slakram 
commune’s treang village in 

siem Reap town on august 18.
the report said the home 

belonged to 63-year-old Khun 
Mao, a housewife living in the 
commune. Her wooden home 
with a zinc roof measured 
35sqm. No one was injured in 
the fire, which officials said was 
caused by an electrical failure.

another house in tomnup 
Roloak commune’s Village 1 
in Preah sihanouk province’s 
stung Hav district almost burnt 
down completely after 35-year-
old In Rath thea set fire to it. 
thea, who is believed to be 
mentally ill, is the son of the 
homeowner and started the fire 
after getting in a verbal dispute 
with his mother, 68-year-old 
Ngov Mom. the house mea-
sured 54sqm, according to dis-
trict police chief Ros Kei.

Kei said Rath thea had tried 
to set fire to his house several 
times before but was stopped 
by neighbours in time. 

“the perpetrator [Rath 
thea] was arrested and taken 
to the district police for ques-
tioning and further legal ac-
tion,” Kei said.

Road accidents spike 
over five-day holiday

Holiday fires injure eight, 
damage five structures

Ministry fires back against 
CsO plea to free protesters

More severe storms in the forecast 

Mom Kunthear

M
inistry of Justice 
spokesman Chin 
Malin on sun-
day responded 

to 79 civil society organisa-
tions calling for the release of 
protesters who were detained 
earlier this month for de-
manding the release of union 
leader Rong Chhun.

Chhun was arrested after 
accusing the government of 
ceding land to Vietnam as 
part of the new demarcation 
lines on the eastern border. 

the arrest sparked a wave of 
protests, during which more 
than 10 people were arrested.

Malin told The Post that is-
suing a statement pressuring 
or demanding that the court 
release the accused and drop 
charges was not legal and will 
not have any effect on the 
court’s decision.

“Determining the guilt, 
crime and punishment of the 
accused is the exclusive juris-
diction of the court based on 
the facts and the law in force. 
the only legal way to protect 
the accused in a democratic 
society and the rule of law is to 
participate in court proceed-
ings,” Malin said.

the Centre for alliance of La-
bour and Human Rights (Cen-
tral) executive director Moeun 
tola told the Post that the civil 
society groups’ statement was 
merely a call for citizenship. 

tola said the Constitution 
states the country is owned 
by all people. He said in the 
past, authorities had used se-

curity forces to crack down on 
protesters, which he said is il-
legal as they are not judicial 
police officials.

Malin said while the Consti-
tution states that citizens have 
the freedoms of gathering, ex-
pression and protest, the exer-
cise of these rights cannot go 
beyond legal limits. 

He said people must look 
thoroughly at the Consti-
tution to determine which 
actions are the implemen-
tations of rights and which 
actions violate the law.

“Peaceful protest in cooper-
ation with the authorities and 

in line with security, safety 
and public health measures 
are exercises of the rights 
guaranteed by the Constitu-
tion and the law,” Malin said. 

But he stressed that it is il-
legal to hold protests without 
prior notice and cooperation 
with the authorities. such pro-
tests, he said, can cause vio-
lence and social unrest, and 
affect public order and na-
tional security. Putting pres-
sure on the judiciary, which is 
an independent institution, is 
also against the law, he said 

“authorities are required to 
take all possible measures to 

prevent this. and the protest-
ers must be held accountable 
according to the law in force,” 
Malin said.

the statement issued by the 
79 civil society groups on au-
gust 18 expressed deep regret 
over the authorities’ use of vi-
olence against protesters dur-
ing recent demonstrations.

In the statement, they ad-
vocated for the release of the 
protesters and the cancel-
lation of all charges against 
them. It also urged the gov-
ernment to fully respect citi-
zen’s right to freedom of ex-
pression and assembly.

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

MINIstRY of Water Resource 
and Meteorology spokesman 
Chan Yutha told The Post on 
sunday that some areas close 
to mountains, the northern 
and north-eastern plateau 
of Cambodia, and especially 
the low-lying areas of the up-
per Mekong River basin, will 
experience medium to heavy 
rains until early next month. 

the announcement came 
after a 31-year-old fisherman 
identified as Chhem Chheng 
disappeared on Koh Rong san-
loem in Preah sihanouk prov-
ince on thursday night while 
fishing during a severe storm.

Yutha said tropical storm 
Bavi – known in the Philip-
pines as tropical storm Betty – 
did not hit Cambodia because 
the storm had moved to the 
Korean peninsula. 

But another pressure system 
sprawling from Myanmar to 
China’s southern coast moving 
across the north of thailand 
and Vietnam is developing into 
a new typhoon. Its effects will be 
felt in the upper Mekong River 
basin in Cambodia, Yutha said. 

“this situation will bring 
much more rainfall in areas of 
the upper Mekong River basin 
and the northern and north-
eastern plateaus of Cambodia, 
especially close to the Cambo-

dia-Vietnam border. Mekong 
River water will also continue 
to rise gradually in hydrologi-
cal stations,” he said.

He further said that from 
early september to late Octo-
ber, scattered rain showers of 
varying severity will affect the 
country, especially in coastal 
areas. thunder and lightning 
strikes are expected to de-
crease marginally, he added. 

Yutha called on the people 
to exercise increased cau-
tion for rain-induced floods 
which will especially affect 

areas near mountains and the 
low-lying areas of the upper 
Mekong River basin.

On sunday, the water level of 
the Mekong River at the hydro-
logical station in stung treng 
province rose to 7.01m. the 
water level of the hydrological 
station in Kratie province rose to 
15.70m and the water level of the 
Chaktomuk hydrological station 
in Phnom Penh rose to 5.58m, 
according to the ministry. 

Koh Rong sanloem com-
mune police chief Veth so-
pheak told the Post on sunday 

that the missing fisherman re-
sides in Commune I’s Village 
III in sihanoukville, and dis-
appeared off the west coast of 
Koh Rong sanloem.

Citing a relative of the vic-
tim, he said on the day of the 
incident, rains and huge waves 
rocked Chheng’s boat, causing 
him to fall in the sea. 

“as of sunday, our police 
forces launched a rescue 
and search operation on wa-
ters and in the area, but they 
didn’t come across the victim 
yet,” he said.

Justice ministry spokesman Chin Malin said issuing a statement demanding the release of the more than 10 
protesters is not legal and will have no effect on a decision. hong menea

Police search for a fisherman who went missing in a storm off Koh Rong Sanloem on Thursday night. police

The aftermath of a road accident on National Road 4. facebook



Woman found 
in canal after 
attempted rape

THREE men have been arrested 
for allegedly drowning a wom-
an in a canal last Wednesday 

in Boeung Preah commune, in Prey 
Veng province’s Ba Phnom district. 

Commune police chief Yi Thoeun 
told The Post on Sunday the primary 
suspect is Kim Rath, 20. He was ac-
companied by Horn Long, 18, and a 
third named Panha.

He said before the incident, the 
three suspects went to drink and sing 
karaoke at a restaurant in Reak Chey 
commune’s Tapech village. After sing-
ing karaoke between 8pm and 9pm, 
they left on one motorcycle together.

While riding on a village road they 
met the victim and asked her to ride 
with them. They ran out of gas and 
Long and Phana walked the motor-
bike first, leaving the victim and Rath 
to follow behind.

Rath said during questioning that 
when his partners left, it was dark 
at night and he wanted to rape the 
26-year-old victim. The victim was 
bigger, however, and tried to fight 
back until they fell into the water 
where she drowned.

Thoeun said while there was no 
evidence proving the suspect raped 
the woman as all of her clothes were 
on her body, he could be charged 
with murder. 

“The man said she drowned. But I 
think the victim could not drown for 
no reason,” he said.

The victim’s mother told police her 
daughter had a mental disorder.

Thoeun said the authorities will 
send the three suspects to the Prey 
Veng provincial police for further 
action. KIM SAROM

Orm Bunthoeurn

THREE people were arrested 
in Sihanoukville on Saturday 
for robbing a Chinese man at 
an ABA Bank.

Preah Sihanouk provincial 
police chief Chuon Narin told 
The Post on Sunday three Chi-
nese people were apprehend-
ed and the case will be sent to 
the court on Monday.   

He said the Chinese victim 
went to withdraw money at 
the ATM. When he came out, 
the suspects used two knives 
to stab him and dragged him 
into a car to rob him – or pos-

sibly kidnap him if there was 
a lot of money.

“Having received a tip 
through our hotline, we imme-
diately launched a search and 
caught the assailants within 
the hour,” he said.

The provincial Criminal 
Police identified the victim as 
He Jin, a 28-year-old con-
struction contractor.

The three suspects are Nang 
Lifu, a hotel cashier, Cheng 
Liangping, a restaurant work-
er, and Zheng Xianjin, a staff-
er at a supermarket. All are 38 
and reside in Phnom Penh, 
Narin said.

Police found two knives and 
four mobile phones. 

“They rented a hotel room, but 
hadn’t stayed for long before 
committing the crime,” he said. 

He said police promptly 
arrived at the scene after 
receiving tips from witnesses, 
but the suspects had already 
fled.

The police then brought the 
victim to the minor crimes 
bureau to file a complaint and 
continued to search.

At around 7pm, police found 
the suspects hiding at a casino 
in Commune IV’s Village 4 and 
arrested them.
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Voun Dara

THE Kampong Speu Provincial Court is 
investigating seven Samrong Tong dis-
trict police officers over a drunken shoot-
ing spree that took place last Wednesday 
on the grounds of the district hall.

Kang Pheary, deputy district police 
chief in charge of security, is at the 
centre of the investigation.  

Kampong Speu provincial police 

chief Sam Samuon told The Post on 
Sunday that Pheary and six other of-
ficers were sent to court on Friday. 

“The prosecutor is continuing his 
investigation to determine whether 
they used illegal weapons that do not 
belong to their unit,” he said.

He said instead of safeguarding the 
security of citizens during the five-day 
replacement Khmer New Year holiday, 
Pheary and the other six drank beers 

and shot their guns. 
District police chief Khut Sophal 

said the gunfire came after Pheary 
and the others were drunk.  

He said the seven officers fired two 
guns owned by Pheary and Kann Saoly. 
The other officers are Dorn Sokhom, 
Mann Bunnara, Mann Bunnarek, Ny 
Spheak and Pring Longdy.

He said the suspects fired 11 shots, 
but did not pose a danger to residents.  

Adhoc senior investigator Soeng Sen 
Karuna requested the officers be in-
vestigated with transparency and pun-
ished under the Criminal Code. 

“We want illegal weapons used by 
police officers to be checked. Case 
of police buying weapons to use on 
their own is a danger because the 
weapons are hard to track. 

“If the weapons belong to the unit they 
can be identified,” Sen Karuna said.

Seven police officers accused of drunken shooting spree

Japan to restart flights to Cambodia
Khorn Savi

 

JAPAN will resume flights to Cam-
bodia next month for business 
travellers and long-stay passen-
gers, Japan’s Minister of Foreign 

Affairs Toshimitsu Motegi announced 
at a meeting with Prime Minister Hun 
Sen over the weekend. 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and In-
ternational Cooperation Prak Sok-
honn was also at the meeting, which 
raised the importance of a gradual re-
opening, according to a press release 
issued by the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of Japan (MOFA).

Japan will allow travel stating next 
month for travellers who stay long if 
they quarantine for 14 days, Motegi 
was quoted as saying. 

“Motegi stated Japan will accept schol-
arship students from Cambodia as soon 
as possible,” the press release said. 

Motegi stated that Japan supports 
the democratic process in Cambodia. 
Regional and international issues, 
including the South China Sea and 
North Korea, were also discussed. 

Hun Sen expressed his deep appreci-

ation to the Japanese government for its 
assistance to Cambodia to help Cam-
bodians who are working or studying in 
Japan. Reopening travel will strengthen 
the relationship, push economic prog-
ress and investment and trade between 
the two counties, the release said. 

“Hun Sen requested All Nippon Air-

ways [ANA] reopen flights to enable 
travel between the two counties and in-
crease the size of trade and investment,” 
according to Hun Sen’s Facebook page. 

Cambodian-Japanese goods trade 
was worth around $2 billion last year. 
The Kingdom exported $1.2 billion in 
products and imported $0.8 billion.

Sokhonn and Motegi also discussed 
the implementation and progress of 
some major projects in Cambodia, 
including the development of the 
Preah Sihanouk Port – a new contain-
er port in Preah Sihanouk province – 
and National Road 5. 

The project is expected to contrib-
ute to the expansion of investment 
activities and increase trade between 
the two countries.

Kin Phea,  the director of the Royal 
Academy of Cambodia’s International 
Relations Institute, said Japan did not 
raise issues related to human rights 
and democracy despite the urging of 
civil society organisations.

 “Japan is very careful about raising 
issues to discuss with its partners, 
especially Cambodia. We rarely see 
Japan raise internal issues to discuss 
with any top leaders of Cambodia, 
which means it respects the internal 
sovereignty of Cambodia. 

“Japan does not play the role as a 
spokesman for organisations to talk 
with top leaders of the country as it is 
not the diplomatic attitude of Japan,” 
he said.

Japan’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Toshimitsu Motegi (left) announced a resumption of 
flights between the two countries starting next month. SpM

Three Chinese arrested 
in S’ville knifing, robbery

Three Phnom Penh residents were arrested in Sihanoukville after robbing a man at an ATM. pOlIce
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USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,087 1.3253 6.9535 106.75 4.1930 1.3732 31.15 0.7140 1.1791 1.3067
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,300 17,260 17,300 17,200

2 GTI 3,300 3,300 3,300 3,300

3 PAS 14,700 14,220 14,700 14,220

4 PEPC 3,530 3,500 3,550 3,460

5 PPAP 11,700 11,700 11,700 11,700

6 PPSP 2,300 2,300 2,300 2,300

7 PWSA 5,740 5,760 5,780 5,740

Date: August 14, 2020

aN elevated fiscal deficit will 
result in growing public debt, 
which will ramp up pressure 
on laos’ debt servicing capac-
ity amid the Covid-19 crisis.

the government has esti-
mated the budget deficit will 
rise from 6.69 trillion kip ($733 
million), equal to 3.7 per cent 
of the country’s gross domes-
tic product (gdP), to 10.3 tril-
lion kip (5.7 per cent of gdP).

Chairman of the National as-
sembly’s Planning, Finance and 
audit Committee, senior econ-
omist dr leeber leebouapao, 
told Vientiane Times recently 
the government is seeking ways 
to address the country’s debt 
following a revenue shortfall.

He said: “there are two forms 
of debt. the first one is the debt 
sourced to finance infrastruc-
ture development projects, and 
the second form is the liability 
in which the government bor-
rowed as a guarantee for state-
owned enterprises.

“there are several ways that 
the government can handle 
its debt – by converting debt 
into investment, negotiating 
for debt reprofiling and sell-
ing shares of state-owned en-
terprises or assets which the 
government used as guaran-
tee for loans.”

the government may attempt 
to issue bonds to mobilise more 
funds or borrow more money 
from various sources to repay 
debts and address the projected 
budget deficit, dr leeber said.

Critics say borrowing more 
money to address the deficit 
is feasible in the short-term, 
but in the longer term, the 
deficit could drag the country 
into rising chronic debt.

In the long run, the govern-
ment needs a strategy to manage 
the deficit and ensure the coun-
try’s debts are under control.

according to the latest edi-
tion of the World Bank’s lao 
economic Monitor unveiled 

in June, the public external 
debt of laos is trending up-
ward and shifting toward bi-
lateral creditors.

the World Bank also stated 
that public debt is expected 
to rise to around 65 per cent 
to 68 per cent of gdP this 
year, leaving laos at high risk 
of debt distress.

the external debt servicing 
burden (interest and principal) 
is expected to increase to more 
than $1.2 billion this year, up 
from $842 million last year.

“Preliminary Ministry of 
Finance projections suggest 
that overall external pub-
lic sector debt repayments 
amount to around $4.5 billion 
during 2020-2023 or about 
$1.1 billion each year [about 
55 per cent of domestic rev-
enues each year on average],” 
the World Bank said.

In June, Prime Minister thon-
gloun sisoulith told the National 
assembly that the government 
will issue bonds for the rest of 
this year to repay debts.

He said the government will 
also shift its debts owed to pri-
vate companies, which carry 
out state investment projects, 
to commercial banks.

Besides, the government will 
concentrate on revenue collec-
tion and cutting spending on 
non-essential projects which 
do not guarantee economic re-
turns, thongloun said.

economists have recom-
mended the government to 
aid the private sector, notably 
small and medium-sized en-
terprises, and lower their pro-
duction costs to boost pro-
ductivity for exports, he said.

It’s important for laos to 
seriously improve the invest-
ment climate to attract for-
eign investment and grow the 
export sector, which in the 
long run will be good for the 
economy, he added. VIENTIANE 

TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Fiscal deficit ramps up 
pressures on lao gov’t

Plan to shore up trade with vN
May Kunmakara

t
He vietnamese gov-
ernment has green-
lighted an infrastruc-
ture development 

strategy in a move that could 
bring it a step closer to a tar-
get of $5 billion in annual bi-
lateral trade with Cambodia 
set by the prime ministers of 
both countries.

vietnamese Prime Minister 
Nguyen Xuan Phuc issued a plan 
to implement a Memorandum 
of understanding (Mou) on the 
development and connection 
of border trade infrastructure 
between the two aseaN neigh-
bours, the state-controlled 
vietnam News agency (vNa) 
reported on Friday.

vNa said: “the implementa-
tion started on august 19 and 
will last until October 2022. If 
the Mou is extended, the plan 
will continue to be carried out 
for three more years.

“In the two years 2021 and 
2022, they will carry out sur-
veys for the building of at least 
a border market; run activi-
ties to encourage vietnamese 
and Cambodian businessmen 
to invest in border trade in-
frastructure; increase related 
trade and investment promo-
tion events; and support firms 
in introducing and distribut-

ing goods at border markets, 
trade centres and trade fairs.”

a source at the vietnamese 
embassy in Phnom Penh told 
The Post on sunday that the 
vietnamese government grant-
ed the technical and financial 
assistance required to set up a 
border market Kingdom-side.

“Our government has just 
passed a law that agreed in 
principle for [vietnam’s] Min-
istry of Industry and trade to 
help the Cambodian side to 
build a border market. Fund-
ing will be covered in full by 
vietnamese grant aid,” said the 

source, hinting that the south-
eastern svay Rieng province 
could be the chosen host for 
the market.

during Cambodian Prime 
Minister Hun sen’s visit to Ha-
noi in October, the two coun-
tries signed several Mous on 
cooperation.

Four were aimed at rein-
forcing bilateral investment 
and trade cooperation, trade 
connectivity infrastructure 
along the border, investment 
synergy and collaboration in 
the electric power sector.

the source said Covid-19-

fuelled fears have not deterred 
the vietnamese government’s 
resolve to keep its borders open 
to the exchange of goods.

“Our government aspires to 
ensure that border crossings 
remain open as usual to goods 
trade while enforcing strict 
measures to control the dis-
ease, thereby honouring the 
two countries’ commitments 
on developing trade facili-
ties along the border and ex-
changing information on the 
pandemic,” the source added.

Cambodian Ministry of 
Commerce spokesman seang 
thay could not be reached for 
comment.

the Kingdom’s exports to 
vietnam slipped 7.5 per cent to 
more than $592 million in the 
first seven months of this year 
while imports contracted 3.7 
per cent to over $2.395 billion, 
data from the embassy show.

the two countries share a 
1,137km land border which 
passes through nine Cam-
bodian provinces – Kampot, 
takeo, Kandal, Prey veng, 
svay Rieng, tbong Khmum, 
Kratie, Mondulkiri and Rat-
tanakiri and ten vietnamese 
provinces of Kien gian, an 
giang, dong thap, long an, 
tay Ninh, Binh Phuoc, dak 
Nong, dak lak, gia lai and 
Kon tum.

The Vietnamese side of the Phnom Den-Tinh Bien border gate in An 
Giang province’s Tinh Bien district, across from Takeo province’s Kiri 
Vong district in the Kingdom. BIENPHONG.COM.VN/VIET NAM NEWS

two Chinese firms invest in PPseZ
Thou Vireak

tWO Chinese-owned manufacturers 
have decided to invest in the Phnom 
Penh special economic Zone (PPseZ) 
despite Covid-19.

PPseZ is a 357ha industrial park in Kam-
bol district’s Kantaok commune on the 
western outskirts of the capital and is oper-
ated by the Cambodian-listed Phnom 
Penh special economic Zone Plc (PPsP).

PPsP on august 14 said businesses in 
PPseZ continue to make headway and 
investors are keeping pace and even 
expanding in the face of sweeping Covid-
19-related concerns.

It said the two companies were drawn 
into PPseZ by its potential and the perks 
the Kingdom provides investors.

Incorporated on May 15, seikawa (Cam-
bodia) technology Co ltd is the local arm of 
Zhuhai, guangdong-based manufacturer of 
plastic parts for electrical and electronic 
devices Zhuhai seikawa Plastic Products Co 
ltd and will supply a well-known Japanese 
high-tech company in the Kingdom.

PPsP quoted the company as saying that 
the benefits of cut logistics costs and delivery 
time were key reasons for the decision.

Incorporated on May 5, WCFO (Cam-
bodia) Co ltd is the local arm of Hong 
Kong-based WCFO Communication Co 
ltd, which produces fibre-optic devices 
and exports them to Japan and the us.

PPsP said WCFO “is looking at Cambo-
dia as a new production base due to the 
fact that the labour is young, trainable 
and affordable, and the preferential treat-
ment to Cambodia from developed coun-
tries, especially [given] the situation of 
[the] on-going us-China trade issue. 

“during this hard time, we need to keep 
trying and [have] hope for [a] better 
[tomorrow]. Meanwhile, looking for or 
creating new opportunities is very impor-
tant,” it quoted WCFO as saying.

Cambodia Chamber of Commerce vice-
president lim Heng on sunday said the 
investment is a perk from the Chinese 
government’s trillion-dollar Belt and Road 
Initiative project.

He said the Kingdom is also reaping the 

benefits of the sino-us trade war, especially 
evident in the soon-to-be-signed Cambodia-
China bilateral free-trade agreement.

“the two companies have seized the 
opportunity to invest in our country to 
produce and export to China, the us, as 
well as europe and aseaN countries as 
well. We are pleased to have this many 
investors come and invest in Cambo-
dia,” Heng said.

PPsP customer service manager Hak 
serey told The Post in May that there are 
108 companies operating in PPseZ. “Cur-
rently, the project is full and we are plan-
ning to expand into another area.”

PPseZ saw $1.139 billion in trade vol-
ume last year, up 14 per cent from 2018, 
reported PPsP.

Ministry of economy and Finance data 
show that Cambodia exported $2.688 bil-
lion worth of goods through special eco-
nomic zones (seZs) last year, up 27 per 
cent over 2018.

there were 465 companies operating in 
the Kingdom’s 54 seZs employing more 
than 100,000 workers.

Laos’ external debt servicing burden is expected to increase to more 
than $1.2 billion this year, up from $842 million last year. SUPPLIED
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Cambodian-thai trade sees 
H1 jump, despite pandemic
May Kunmakara

C
aMBODIaN-tHaI bilateral 
trade hit 82.02 billion baht 
($2.6 billion) in the first half of 
this year, enjoying 2.27 per cent 

growth while thailand’s two-way trade 
with its other neighbours plummeted 
due largely to Covid-19.

thailand’s cross-border trade fell 9.18 per 
cent from January-June on a yearly basis, 
Bangkok Post reported on august 18, citing 
data from the Department of Foreign trade.

thailand’s bilateral trade with Malaysia 
sank a whopping 26.81 per cent to 109.4 bil-
lion baht, trade with Laos slid 7.09 per cent 
to 92.29 billion baht, while trade with Myan-
mar shrank 13.65 per cent to 86.74 billion.

Department director-general Keerati 
Rushchano said Covid-19 and lockdown 
measures to curb its spread dealt a crush-
ing blow to trade and tourism as well as the 
overall economy, in thailand and neigh-
bouring countries, Bangkok Post reported.

However, he said cross-border trade is 
picking up as thailand discusses the option 
of reopening trading channels with its neigh-
bours as demanded by the private sector, 
the Nation reported. so far, 40 border check-
points have been reopened on the thai side.

Keerati admitted that total border 
trade this year will not reach the target of 
1.1 trillion baht, which had been revised 
from the previous 1.5 trillion baht target, 
despite improvement in business.

trade with China’s southern provinces 
shot up 16 per cent to 41.69 billion baht, 
while trade with singapore climbed 13.70 
per cent to 41.69 billion baht, but trade 
with Vietnam plunged 23.89 per cent to 
29.9 billion baht, the Nation reported, 
citing data from the department.

Keerati said thailand had been forced 
to shutter all but 25 of its 42 border 
checkpoints, which narrowed export 
channels, the Nation reported.

Cambodia Chamber of Commerce vice-
president Lim Heng noted the limited 
scope of cross-border trade restrictions be-
tween the two kingdoms during the crisis.

He said: “We don’t have any issues con-
cerning the import and export of goods 
between our two countries. the govern-
ments mainly restrict the movement of 
people in a bid to combat the spread of 
the [novel] coronavirus.

“the positive growth in trade with 
thailand highlights the very good coop-
eration between the two leaders in pro-
moting the economies of our two neigh-
bouring countries.”

Ministry of Public Works and transport 
undersecretary of state Vasim sorya told 
The Post on July 22 that thailand will pro-

vide another 140km of rail by september 
in a move to improve the quality of goods 
transportation between the two countries. 

He said that after the northern railway 
is upgraded, it will be able to carry 20 
tonnes and increase the speed to up to 
70km/h from the current 30km/h.

the total volume of trade between 
Cambodia and thailand reached $9.41 
billion last year, up 12 per cent from 
$8.38 billion in 2018.

Cambodia’s exports to thailand were 
worth $2.2 billion last year, up 195 per 
cent from $768 million in 2018, while 
imports were worth $7.14 billion, down 
six per cent from $7.61 billion in 2018.

the majority of Cambodia’s exports to 
thailand comprise gemstones, jewel-
lery, agricultural products and alumini-
um. Cambodia’s imports from thailand 
mainly consist of fuel, motorcycles, cars, 
gemstones and jewellery.

a JaPaNese government 
agency dealing with natural 
resources has announced the 
successful excavation of rare 
metals including cobalt and 
nickel from the seabed of the 
country’s exclusive economic 
zone.

Domestic rare metal pro-
duction has been a pressing 
issue for Japan as the nation 
is highly dependent on China 
for such metals that are es-
sential to lithium-ion battery 
production.

the seabed mining site is 
located about 900m below sea 
level, off the southern coast of 
the Pacific island of Minami-
torishima.

the Japan Oil, gas and 
Metals National Corporation 
(JOgMeC), commissioned 
by the Ministry of econo-
my, trade and Industry, last 
month excavated about 650kg 
of cobalt-rich crust, a mineral 
deposit containing the rare 
metal.

JOgMeC reported that 
through its excavation re-
search, it discovered the area 

containing enough cobalt 
to meet Japan’s demand for 
about 88 years and enough 
nickel for about 12 years.

Cobalt and nickel are es-
sential materials for lithium-
ion batteries, which are used 
in electric cars and other ve-
hicles.

Japan has relied on imports 
of such highly scarce metals 
for almost the entirety of its 
domestic consumption.

With the advent of the ul-
tra-fast 5g communication 

standard, the use of these 
materials in communications 
equipment is also rapidly in-
creasing, and their trading 
prices are rising worldwide.

Domestic rare metal produc-
tion will also help to strength-
en the competitiveness of Ja-
pan’s domestic industry.

the ministry has plans to in-
spect the drilling technology 
with an aim toward mass pro-
duction, saying the excava-
tion’s success is a big step to-
ward the domestic production 
of rare metals. THE YOMIURI SHIM-

BUN (JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Japan unearths 
rare metals needed 
to make batteries

Thailand will provide another 140km of rail by September to improve transport of goods. HENg cHIvOAN cobalt and nickel are 
essential materials for 

lithium-ion batteries, which 
are used in electric cars
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CHINEsE e-commerce giant 
alibaba group Holding Ltd said 
it would steer clear of looming 
geopolitical tension and adjust 
international businesses ac-
cordingly after it reported high-
er-than-expected sales in the 
second quarter of this year.

In an earnings’ call late on 
thursday, its chairman Daniel 
Zhang said the company has 
decided to cease operations 
of its popular uC Browser app 
and other innovation-related 
initiatives in India, after New 
Delhi banned them along 
with other Chinese apps.

He said: “globalisation is 
our long-term strategy, but in 
the near term we are closely 
monitoring the changes in 
the geopolitical environment, 
and also the national policy 
of other countries, and we 
will adjust our strategies ac-
cording to this change.”

Meanwhile, he said alibaba 
is “closely monitoring the latest 
shift in us government policies 
toward Chinese companies”.

“Management expects there 
will be limited impact on 
group financial performance,” 
alicia Yap, head of Pan-asia 
Internet Research at Citigroup 
global Markets asia, wrote in 
a research note following the 
earnings announcement.

“alibaba reiterated its mis-
sion to make it easy to do 
business anywhere . . . Mean-
while, the company will closely 
monitor the latest implications 
of us government policies to-
ward Chinese companies given 
its fluid situation,” she said.

Hangzhou-based alibaba 
saw revenue jump 34 per cent 
year-on-year to 153.8 billion 
yuan ($22.2 billion) for the 
three-month period ending 
June 30, with growth dynam-
ics reverting to its core tmall 
and taobao e-commerce 
marketplaces after experi-
encing stagnation in the first 
quarter owing to Covid-19.

analysts from JPMorgan 
Chase & Co said in a report 
earlier this month that geo-
political tension between the 
two major economies could 
exert a negative impact on 
the growth of Chinese inter-
net companies such as ali-
baba, tencent Holdings Ltd 

and NetEase Inc in the mid-
to-longer term as they might 
encounter obstacles to inter-
national expansion.

the increasingly compli-
cated international environ-
ment has propelled Chinese 
companies to take political 
risks into substantial consid-
eration. that includes locali-
sation efforts and full com-
pliance, such as forging local 
partnerships and common 
interest groups, said Ray-
mond Wang, global partner at 
consultancy Roland Berger.

But one bright spot of alib-
aba’s international layout has 
been Lazada, its southeast 
asian footprint that recorded 
over 100 per cent year-on-
year order growth.

Yap said: “With strength in 
technology, global supplier 
sourcing network and diversified 
marketplace strategies, and en-
gaging social network approach, 
alibaba is confident to ride on 
structural growth demand of the 
southeast asian region.”

at home, the company ac-
counts for more than 800 mil-
lion monthly active users on 
its mobile retail platforms, 
and reported its core plat-
forms have “recovered to pre-
Covid-19 levels across the 
board”, chief financial officer 
Maggie Wu said on thursday.

But it still faced mounting 
pressure from both upstart 
Pinduoduo, which lured rural 
and small-township buyers 
with cheaper bargains, and 
Meituan, backed by tencent, 
in fierce competition for mar-
ket share in food deliveries.

alibaba’s full line-up and lead-
ership in bigger-ticket items 
indicates its post-pandemic 
recovery might take longer than 
its smaller rivals, according to 
steven Zhu, an analyst at re-
search firm Pacific Epoch.

the company said it will 
continue to foster new ways 
of marketing, such as using 
livestreaming to demonstrate 
its products.

Chinese economy expand-
ed by over three per cent in 
the second quarter, making 
it the first major economy to 
bounce back to growth since 
the start of the pandemic. CHI-

NA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

alibaba monitoring 
geopolitical tensions 
to adjust its strategy

VN shareholders get ready 
to rake it in, despite Covid-19

D
EsPItE the difficul-
ties inflicted by the 
Covid-19 pandem-
ic, several compa-

nies plan to pay dividends at 
surprisingly high rates.

sabeco song tien trading & 
service JsC (sst) recently an-
nounced that it will pay a 2019 
dividend in cash at an aston-
ishing rate of 347.6 per cent, 
meaning every shareholder 
will receive 34,760 ($1.50) for 
each share they have.

the payout date is sched-
uled for september 15.

With four million shares 
outstanding, the company 
plans to spend about 139 bil-
lion dong to pay the dividend. 
Previously, in 2018, the com-
pany paid cash dividends at a 
huge rate of 207 per cent.

sst was established in 2006 
and the company mainly pro-
duces and trades beer, wine 
and soft drinks. 

the company has not an-
nounced its financial state-
ments for the quarters of 
2020. Last year, its beer output 
reached 269 million litres. Net 
revenue hit 5.08 trillion dong 
and post-tax profit was 147 
billion dong, up by 21 per cent 
and 61 per cent, respectively, 
compared to 2018. Earnings 

per share in 2019 stayed sig-
nificantly high at 34,937 dong.

at the 2020 annual general 
meeting of shareholders, sst 
announced a plan to pay a 
2020 dividend at a rate of 
194.6 per cent. It forecast a 
post-tax profit decrease of 42 
per cent to 85 billion dong.

another brewer saigon Beer 
Western JsC (WsB) has also an-
nounced it will pay a 2019 divi-
dend at a relatively high rate of 
50 per cent instead of the initial-
ly planned rate of 40 per cent.

Due to the severe impacts 
of the Covid-19 pandemic 
and strict new penalties for 
drink drivers, most brewers 
have suffered sharp drops in 
sales consumption.

Beer firms saw consump-
tion fall by 40-50 per cent in 
the first two months of this 
year, while restaurants and 
catering services lost 70-80 
per cent of customers com-
pared to the same period last 
year, the Vietnam Beer al-
cohol Beverage association 
(VBa) said.

the VBa said Decree 100, 
which took effect on January 
1, slapped heavy sanctions on 
inebriated drivers, leading to 
plunging sales of booze.

the industry has suffered 

again since the beginning of 
2020 as the spread of Covid-
19 forces companies to an-
nounce layoffs and stores 
selling non-essential prod-
ucts are requested to shutter.

But according to the brew-
ers, the capital for dividend 
payment was sourced from 
their undistributed profit 
earnings last year.

West Coach station JsC 
(WCs) also surprised share-
holders after announcing 
a plan to spend 129 billion 
dong to pay 2019 dividend at 
a rate of 516 per cent.

Every shareholder will re-
ceive 51,600 dong for each 
share they have. 

In 2018, the company paid a 
dividend at a high rate of 400 
per cent, meaning each share-
holder received 40,000 dong 
for every share they owned.

the company, listed on 
the Hanoi stock Exchange, 
earned 157 billion dong in 
revenue and 86 billion dong 
in pre-tax profit last year.

It forecast revenue and 
post-tax profit down 17 per 
cent and 22 per cent this year, 
respectively, compared to the 
previous year, reaching 130 
and 54 billion dong.

WCs leaders said the Covid-

19 pandemic had caused a 
sharp drop in their earnings in 
the first few months of the year 
as many transport firms were 
forced to stop working because 
of social distancing orders.

as the pandemic is being 
contained effectively, trans-
portation activities are re-
suming but demand had not 
yet come back to normal.

WCs closed on Friday at 
194,000 dong per share.

Cuu Long Fish JsC (aCL) 
has recently announced it 
will pay the 2019 dividend in 
stock at a rate of 135 per cent.

aCL reported 1.4 trillion 
dong in net revenue last year, 
down 16 per cent year-on-
year. Post-tax profit touched 
141.7 billion dong, down 38.5 
per cent year-on-year.

Clever group Corp (aDg) 
last month announced a plan 
to issue 3.44 million shares to 
pay the 2019 dividend at a rate 
of 41.6 per cent. It also plans to 
issue 6.09 million bonus shares.

Vietnam National trade 
Fair & advertising Company 
(Vinexad) has also paid a 
2019 dividend at a rate of 70 
per cent in cash. Vinexad has 
charter capital of more than 
12.2 billion dong. VIET NAM NEWS/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

WCS plans to pay 2019 dividends at a surprisingly high rate of 516 per cent. TINNHANHCHUNGKHOAN.VN/VIET NAM NEWS

aDB loans thailand $1.5B as it edges near debt limit
DEsPItE public debt approach-
ing its limit of sustainability, 
thailand’s Ministry of Finance 
denies that the country is on the 
brink of bankruptcy and will 
take a further 48 billion baht 
($1.5 billion) loan from Manila-
based Japanese-led multilateral 
lender asian Development 
Bank (aDB) late this month.

Local media are speculating 
that the government is facing 
financial collapse following a 
Cabinet-approved Public Debt 
Management Office (PDMO) 
plan to borrow an additional 
214 billion baht to finance a 
potentially larger budget defi-
cit than expected.

PDMO director-general 
Patricia Mongkhonvanit on 

thursday said the government 
has adequate treasury reserves 
but admitted it needs to bor-
row more in case revenue falls 
further than estimated.

the national budget passed 
for fiscal year 2020 totals 3.2 tril-
lion baht. to plug the gap left by 
a projected shortfall in revenue, 
the government originally 
planned to borrow 469 billion 
baht. However, the budget bill 
allows the government to bor-
row as much as 680 billion baht 
to cover the deficit, meaning 
another 214 billion baht can be 
borrowed, Patricia noted.

If the government borrows 
the full 680 billion baht, public 
debt will rise to 52.4 per cent 
of gross domestic product 

(gDP), up from the current 
45.83 per cent, she said.

Public debt is expected to 
rise further to 57.8 per cent of 
gDP in the 2021 fiscal year 
(October 2020 to september 
2021). the ministry has set the 
sustainable public debt limit 
at 60 per cent of gDP.

she said: “It is too early to say 
whether we’ll need to raise the 
limit beyond 60 per cent of gDP 
because [sustainability of] debt 
levels depend on changing eco-
nomic conditions.”

By global standards, thai-
land’s public debt is still rela-
tively manageable, given debt 
in some countries is above 100 
per cent of gDP.

Economists have been urg-

ing the thai government to 
spend more to boost the econ-
omy and help workers and 
small businesses suffering the 
impact of Covid-19.

However, thai public debt is 
under strong pressure from 
the sharp economic contrac-
tion and high cost of dealing 
with coronavirus fallout.

Patricia said the government 
also plans to borrow one tril-
lion baht under the Covid-19 
recovery emergency decree.

Part of that total is $1.5 bil-
lion (48 billion baht) from the 
aDB, the contract for which 
will be signed by the ministry 
late this month or early next 
month, she said. THE NATION (THAI-

LAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

PDMO director-general Patricia Mongkhonvanit said the Thai government 
has adequate treasury reserves but admitted it needs to borrow more in 
case revenue falls further than estimated. MINISTRY OF FINANCE
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VIDEO app tiktok on saturday 
said it will challenge in court a 
trump administration crack-
down on the popular Chi-
nese-owned platform, which 
Washington accuses of being a 
national security threat.

as tensions soar between 
the world’s two biggest 
economies, President Don-
ald trump signed an execu-
tive order on august 6 giving 
americans 45 days to stop 
doing business with tiktok’s 
Chinese parent company 
ByteDance Ltd – effectively 
setting a deadline for a poten-
tial pressured sale of the app 
to a us company.

tiktok said in a statement: 
“to ensure that the rule of law 
is not discarded and that our 
company and users are treated 
fairly, we have no choice but to 
challenge the executive order 
through the judicial system.

“Even though we strongly 
disagree with the adminis-
tration’s concerns, for nearly 
a year we have sought to en-
gage in good faith to provide 
a constructive solution.

“What we encountered in-
stead was a lack of due pro-
cess as the administration 

paid no attention to facts 
and tried to insert itself into 
negotiations between pri-
vate businesses.”

ByteDance said in a sepa-
rate statement that the suit 
would be filed on Monday, 
us time.

tiktok’s kaleidoscopic 
feeds of short clips feature ev-
erything from dance routines 
and hair-dye tutorials to jokes 
about daily life and politics. 
It has been downloaded 175 
million times in the us and 
more than a billion times 
around the world.

trump claims tiktok could 
be used by China to track the 
locations of federal employ-
ees, build dossiers on people 
for blackmail, and conduct 
corporate espionage.

the company has said it has 
never provided any us user 
data to the Chinese govern-
ment, and Beijing has blasted 
trump’s crackdown as political.

the us measures come 
ahead of November 3 elec-
tions in which trump, be-
hind his rival Joe Biden in the 
polls, is campaigning hard on 
an increasingly strident anti-
Beijing message. AFP

LEaDINg Kremlin critic alex-
ei Navalny, who has suffered 
a suspected poisoning, was in 
a stable condition in hospital 
on saturday after being flown 
to Berlin following a standoff 
over his medical evacuation 
from Russia.

a convoy including two yel-
low ambulances brought Na-
valny from Berlin’s tegel air-
port to the renowned Charite 
hospital just after 10:20am 
local time (0820 gMt).

“Navalny’s condition is 
stable,” Jaka Bizilj, the head 

of the Cinema for Peace foun-
dation that brought Navalny 
to germany in a chartered 
medical plane, told aFP.

Berlin’s Charite hospital 
confirmed in a statement that 
it had admitted Navalny and 
was carrying out an “exten-
sive medical diagnosis”.

the 44-year-old lawyer and 
anti-corruption campaigner, 
one of President Vladimir Pu-
tin’s fiercest critics, went into 
a coma after falling suddenly 
ill on thursday on a plane to 
Moscow that had to make an 
emergency landing in Omsk.

aides say they believe Naval-

ny was poisoned, apparently 
via a cup of tea at the airport, 
and blamed Putin, though Rus-
sian doctors said tests showed 
no trace of any poison.

Doctors treating him in 
Omsk had refused to let Na-
valny leave but reversed 
course after his family and 
staff demanded he be allowed 
to travel to germany.

as the plane left Omsk, 
Navalny’s wife Yulia thanked 
supporters via Instagram for 
their “persistence”.

“Without your support, we 

wouldn’t have been able to 
take him!” she wrote.

the Omsk regional health 
ministry on saturday said caf-
feine and alcohol were found 
in Navalny’s urine, but “no 
convulsive or synthetic poi-
sons were detected”.

Navalny’s spokesman Kira 
Yarmysh said he had neither 
drunk alcohol nor taken any 
medication.

the air ambulance arrived 
in Omsk on Friday morning 
but Russian doctors initially 
said Navalny was too “un-
stable” to be moved, before 
relenting later that day. AFP

tiktok plans to sue 
over trump’s siege 
on popular video app

Kremlin critic Navalny 
‘stable’ in Berlin hospital

West african delegation ‘very 
hopeful’ after meeting Mali junta

thousands flee 
California fires, 
more blazes feared

a 
WEst african del-
egation visiting Mali 
to push for a speedy 
return to civilian 

rule following a coup said it 
was “very hopeful” on sat-
urday after meeting with the 
country’s military junta and 
the president it ousted.

the head of the delegation 
from the regional Economic 
Community of West afri-
can states  (ECOWas) bloc, 
former Nigerian president 
goodluck Jonathan, said de-
tained Malian president Ibra-
him Boubacar Keita was do-
ing relatively well.

“We saw him, he’s very fine,” 
said Jonathan, who had earlier 
met for half an hour with the sol-
diers who seized power on au-
gust 18, including new strong-
man Colonel assimi goita.

Jonathan told aFP that ne-
gotiations were going well 
and he was “very hopeful”.

Rebel soldiers seized Keita 
and other leaders after a mu-
tiny on august 18, dealing an-
other deep blow to a country 
already struggling with a bru-
tal Islamist insurgency and 
widespread public discontent 
over its government.

Mali’s neighbours have 
called for Keita to be reinstat-
ed, saying the purpose of the 
delegation’s visit was to help 
“ensure the immediate return 
of constitutional order”.

ECOWas Commission chief 
Jean-Claude Kassi Brou late 
on saturday said the talks 
took place in a “very open at-
mosphere and we felt a real 
desire to move forward.

“We hope to be able to fina-
lise everything by Monday,” 
he added.

Ismael Wague, spokesman 
for the junta which calls itself 
the National Committee for 
the salvation of the People, 
also said the negotiations 
were going “very well”.

a source close to the junta 
told aFP that the ECOWas 
envoys had made a “good im-
pression”.

the source said: “We under-
stand that heads of state, like 
Ivory Coast’s alassane Ouat-
tara, are working for an easing 
of tensions, for a peaceful solu-
tion, even if they have firmly 
condemned our seizing power. 
We are open to discussion.”

the envoys also visited the 
Kati military base outside the 
capital Bamako where the 
coup began and which has 
become a new centre of pow-
er, the source said.

President Keita has been 
held at the base since the coup, 
along with Prime Minister 
Boubou Cisse and other high-
ranking government figures.

thousands of jubilant Mali-
ans took to the streets of Ba-
mako on Friday to celebrate 
the toppling of Keita, who 
was re-elected in 2018 but be-
came the focus of widespread 
discontent.

the rally, originally organised 
as an anti-Keita protest by a 
loose coalition that has led 
months of mass rallies against 
him, was recast to “celebrate the 
victory of the Malian people”.

“I am overjoyed! We won,” 
said Mariam Cisse, 38.

But it was a different story 
on saturday, when several 
dozen people who tried to 
rally in Bamako were dis-

persed by police.
abdoul Niang, an activist of 

a pro-Keita party, said: “We are 
here this morning to show that 
we do not agree with the coup. 
But people attacked us with 
stones, then the police took 
advantage of this aggression 
to disperse our supporters.”

there has been internation-
al pressure to restore order, 
the us on Friday suspending 
military aid to Mali, with no 
further training or support of 
the country’s armed forces.

the ECOWas delegation 
will meet with the ambassa-
dors in Mali of the five per-
manent members of the uN 
security Council – Britain, 
China, France, Russia and the 
us – on sunday morning, ac-
cording to the programme 
seen by aFP. AFP

sOME of California’s largest-
ever fires raged across the us 
state on saturday, forcing 
tens of thousands from their 
homes as forecasters warned 
of further blazes sparked by 
lightning.

several thousand lightning 
strikes in recent days ignited 
fires that left thick smoke 
blanketing the region.

the total area burned for 
all the fires in California this 
week is “close to one million 
acres [400,000ha]”, CalFire 
public information officer 
Jeremy Rahn said.

the agency said on twitter: 
“More lightning is anticipated 
tomorrow and into tuesday – 
everyone must remain alert 
and have an evacuation plan.”

the National Weather ser-
vice added: “With severe 
drought and exceptionally 
dry fuels present, dry thun-
derstorms could spark addi-
tional wildfires this weekend.

“the western us and great 
Plains are shrouded under a 
vast area of smoke due to ongo-
ing wildfires that extend from 
the Rockies to the West Coast.”

the two largest blazes – 
dubbed the LNu Lightning 
Complex and the sCu Light-
ning Complex – have burned 
about 600,000 acres and de-
stroyed 565 structures.

the LNu fire covered 314,207 
acres by saturday morning, 
making it the second-largest 
fire in California history. It was 
15 per cent contained.

the sCu fire had burned 
291,968 acres and was the third-
largest fire in state history. It was 
10 per cent contained.

Rahm said about 2,600 fire-
fighters are tackling the two 
blazes, out of 13,700 battling 
“nearly two dozen major fires”.

California governor gavin 
Newsom said on Friday: “We 
simply haven’t seen anything 
like this in many, many years.”

Wineries in the famed Napa 

and sonoma regions, which 
are still reeling from blazes in 
recent years, are under threat.

assemblyman Jim Wood 
of the Healdsburg district 
in sonoma told The Los An-
geles Times: “Many of these 
firefighters have been on the 
lines for 72 hours, and every-
body is running on fumes.

“Our first responders are 
working to the ragged edge of 
everything they have.” AFP

Former Nigerian president Goodluck Jonathan (centre) said detained Malian president Ibrahim Boubacar 
Keita was doing relatively well. AFP

Some of California’s largest-ever fires raged across the US state on 
Saturday, forcing tens of thousands from their homes as forecasters 
warned of further blazes sparked by lightning. AFP

caffeine and alcohol were 
found in Navalny’s urine, but 
‘no convulsive or synthetic 

poisons were detected’
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LaOs’ National Regulatory authority 
(NRa) for the uXO/Mine action sec-
tor has set a target to clear and destroy 
unexploded ordnance (uXO) on over 
7,000ha of land this year.

the target was reported last week 
at a uXO sector Working group meet-
ing to summarise its activities over 
the first six months of this year and 
plans for the remainder of the year.

the meeting was attended by Min-
ister of Labour and social Welfare and 
NRa board chairman Dr Khampheng 
saysompheng, uN Development 
Programme (uNDP) resident repre-
sentative Ricarda Rieger, us ambas-
sador to Laos Dr Peter M Haymond, 
government officials and foreign 
ambassadors.

Dr Khampheng told the meeting 
that the Covid-19 pandemic had 
impacted uXO operations, especial-
ly clearance projects which were sus-
pended. However, the NRa contin-
ued other activities such as mine risk 
education via radio programmes.

NRa head of office Chomyaeng 
Phengthongsawath reported that for 
the last six months of this year the 
authority would continue to aim to 
clear 7,761ha and conduct technical 
surveys to identify confirmed hazard-
ous areas (CHa) on 42,130ha.

they will continue to conduct non-
technical surveys in 796 villages and 
continue mine risk education in 402 
communities.

the NRa reported that during the 
first six months, 2,239ha of land 
were cleared, 7,870ha of CHa were 
identified, and 310 villages sur-
veyed. Clearance teams destroyed 
44,868 items of uXO including 
33,521 cluster munitions.

From 2021-2025, the NRa is aiming 
to clear 50,000ha of land, conduct 
non-technical surveys in 2,776 vil-
lages and technical surveys to iden-
tify CHa on 250,000ha, and under-
take mine risk education in 3,000 
communities.

according to the National uXO Pro-
gramme (uXO Lao), during the first six 
months of the year, they were able to 
clear 966ha comprising 965ha of farm-
land and destroy 13,454 uXO items 
including 12,236 cluster munitions.

Mine risk education units com-
pleted activities in 109 villages with 
73,227 participants including 31,963 
children and 41,264 adults.

In addition, a total of 1,366ha, 
including 1,333ha of agricultural land 
was identified as hazardous.

the programme has been working in 
the nine uXO-affected provinces of 
Huaphan, Luang Prabang, Xieng 
Khuang, Khammuan, savannakhet, 
saravan, sekong, as well as Champasak 
and attapeu which border Cambodia.

uXO Lao has set a target to clear 
1,423ha of land and carry out non-
technical surveys in 17 villages and 
technical surveys on 1,889ha.

uXO is an obstacle to economic and 
social development, contaminating 
land that could otherwise be used for 
agriculture, industry, tourism and the 
construction of infrastructure.

Laos is the most heavily bombed 
country in the world per capita. 
throughout the second Indochina War 
(1964-1973), over two million tonnes 
of ordnance were dropped on Laos, of 
which 30 per cent failed to explode.

Over 270 million cluster munitions 
were dropped from us aircraft, leav-
ing an estimated 80 million live 
bomblets (bombies) scattered and 
buried around the country. VIENTIANE 

TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

thailand to extend state of emergency 
amid fears of second Covid-19 wave
t

HaILaND plans to extend 
its state of emergency till 
the end of next month to 
stave off a potential second 

wave of coronavirus infections, de-
spite not recording any local trans-
mission for close to three months.

the one-month extension is the 
fifth since the initial order in March.

“We can’t afford to have any second 
wave of infections, especially now we 
are in the normal phase . . . opening 
businesses and restarting activities,” 
Ministry of Foreign affairs deputy 
spokesman Natapanu Nopakun told 
a Friday briefing by the Centre for 
Covid-19 situation administration.

Officials say the emergency decree 
allows the state to cut red tape and 
streamline its response to the Covid-
19 outbreak, adding that it does not 
affect people’s daily lives since the 
country lifted its curfew in June.

However, the blighted economic 
outlook has helped fuel anti-gov-
ernment protests led by young peo-
ple, which continue to gather steam 
nationwide. On sunday, over 10,000 
people massed in Bangkok demand-
ing that the Constitution be amend-
ed and fresh elections be called.

thailand so far has detected 3,390 
infections, including an additional im-
ported case reported on Friday. New 
outbreaks in erstwhile regional front 
runners like Vietnam and New Zealand 
have put thai officials on their guard.

still, asEaN’s second-largest econ-
omy has allowed state schools to re-
sume normal operations last week 
instead of staggering attendance.

spectators will also be allowed 
back into stadiums next month for 
the local football league.

strict border controls continue 
to batter thailand’s tourism- and 
export-dependent economy, which 
shrank 12.2 per cent in the april-to-
June quarter from a year earlier, the 

sharpest contraction since the asian 
financial crisis in 1998.

thailand’s central bank expects a 
full-year decline of 8.1 per cent.

Hotel and airfare subsidies to 
stimulate domestic tourism have so 
far drawn a tepid response, prompt-
ing the government to look into rais-
ing the benefits and extending them 
to corporate travellers.

the poor jobs outlook is fuel-
ling mounting protests around the 
country, with demonstrators criti-
cising inequality which they say is 
perpetuated by the military-backed 
government led by Prime Minister 
Prayut Chan-o-cha, a former army 

chief who staged the 2014 coup.
the peaceful protests, which start-

ed in university campuses and have 
gradually moved to the streets, have 
been swelled in recent weeks.

Protesters have also begun calling 
for a reform of the monarchy, a sub-
ject previously considered untouch-
able in a kingdom where defaming 
or insulting the king, queen or heir 
apparent is punishable by up to 15 
years in jail.

High school students have also 
rallied in support of the protesters 
by wearing white ribbons and doing 
three-finger salutes while singing 
the national anthem.

In response to reports of school 
administrators intimidating these 
students, the state has reminded 
schools to allow students lawful ex-
pression of dissent.

scores of activists arrested this week 
and later released on bail included ar-
non Nampa, a lawyer who first made 
the call for monarchy reform, as well 
as a musician Dechathorn Bamrung-
muang whose group’s rap against the 
government has gone viral.

they have been charged with 
sedition and other offences like 
violating health and traffic regu-
lations. THE STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Montara oil spill victims seek aid 11 years on
FRIDaY marked the 11th anniversary 
of the Montara oil spill, in which hun-
dreds and thousands of barrels of oil 
spilled into the timor sea following 
an explosion at an offshore rig.

Despite more than a decade of suf-
fering the impacts, the affected resi-
dents of timor Island in Indonesia’s 
southernmost province East Nusa 
tenggara (Ntt) are still fighting for 
justice and demanding compensa-
tion from rig operator Ptt Explora-
tion and Production (PttEP) aus-
tralasia and the australian 
government.

PttEP australasia is a wholly-
owned subsidiary of thai state-con-
trolled PttEP Pcl.

Montara victim advocacy team 
head Ferdi tanoni said on Friday in 
Kupang: “Ntt residents, especially 
the ones living in West timor, are 
demanding that the australian gov-
ernment immediately compensate 
more than 200,000 residents that 
have suffered [from the oil spill]. 
some have even passed away.”

He added that his team demanded 
that President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo to 
write a letter to australian Prime Minis-
ter scott Morrison regarding the issue.

the oil spill occurred on august 21, 
2009, following an explosion at the 
Montara oil rig. For 74 days, gas and 
oil from the rig gushed in the timor 
sea, approximately 690km west of 
Darwin and 250km southeast of Rote 
Island, East Nusa tenggara.

Ferdi alleged that then-australian 
minister for natural resources and 
energy, Martin Ferguson, had down-
played the environmental impacts of 
the oil spill.

But, he said the australian govern-
ment’s Montara Commission of Inquiry 
“quoted a baseless statement from the 
rig operator that between 300 and 400 
barrels of oil were spilled every day.

“It is estimated that the total area 
affected by the spill was around 
90,000sq km.”

the australian Conservation Foun-
dation and other environmental 

groups, Ferdi said, discovered that 
the oil spill had destroyed the ecosys-
tem in the surrounding area, home 
to many marine animals and birds.

Local organisation West timor Care 
Foundation has published its docu-
mentation on the incident, which 
had affected the livelihood and health 
of 300,000 coastal residents in Ntt.

the spill was also estimated to 
cause long-term damages to unchart-
ed tropical habitats as well as local 
tourism and the fishing and pearl 
farming industries.

PttEP Indonesia general affairs man-

ager afiat Djajanegara said the com-
pany would abide by the laws of the 
country in which it was operating.

the oil company is currently facing 
a class-action lawsuit in australia, 
filed by more than 13,000 seaweed 
farmers in Ntt affected by the oil 
spill. the farmers demanded that the 
company compensate them 2.7 tril-
lion rupiah ($183 million) for losses 
incurred after the incident.

afiat told The Jakarta Post on Fri-
day: “We’re still waiting for the court’s 
ruling on the lawsuit.”

the australian Embassy in Jakarta 
was not immediately available for 
comment.

PttEP previously proposed to the 
Indonesian government to initiate a 
$5 million out-of-court settlement 
through its corporate social respon-
sibility scheme.

But the government demanded the 
appointment of an independent 
assessor to survey the damage caused 
by the spill in order to get “a fair value 
of the damage”.

the Coordinating Ministry for Mari-
time and Investment affairs said the oil 
company had not agreed to the provi-
sion, though PttEP had stated it would 
still wait for the ministry to approve 
such a plan for the settlement.

Coordinating maritime and invest-
ment minister spokesperson Jodi 
Mahardi was not immediately avail-
able for comment on the matter. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Laos plans 
to remove 
uXOs on 
7,000ha

The one-month extension is the fifth since the initial order in March. AFP

The oil spill occurred on August 21, 2009, following an explosion at the Montara oil rig. 
AFP
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a
s gOVERNMENts 
and businesses 
rushed to close 
down or freeze 

activities to contain the Covid-
19 pandemic and focused 
resources on frontline servic-
es, the essential work of dem-
ining has continued in Cam-
bodia. the country remains 
one of the most mine affect-
ed in the world, with an esti-
mated four to six million 
remnants posing a continued 
threat to its population. 

Both Covid-19 manage-
ment and mine clearance are 
primarily about saving lives. 
With early action from the 
Cambodian government and 
low levels of infection in the 
southeast asia region, Cam-
bodia has so far escaped 
community transmission of 
Covid-19 and has a zero-
mortality rate to date. the 
same is not true for death 
and injury from mines. there 
have been 39 casualties from 
mines and explosive rem-
nants of war in Cambodia 
since Covid-19 was declared 
a pandemic in March this 
year. as we consider priority 
areas of work during the pan-
demic, we cannot afford to 
cut back on this essential 
lifesaving humanitarian work 
– for more than one reason.

Beyond its direct ability to 
save lives, mine clearance is 

critical to agricultural pro-
duction in Cambodia. agri-
culture is one of the few sec-
tors doing well despite the 
pandemic. according to Min-
ister of agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries Veng sakhon, 
exports of milled rice have 
significantly increased this 
year, up 38 per cent in the 
first seven months of this 
year compared to the same 
period last year. this high-

lights the urgent need to 
decontaminate mine-affect-
ed fields and give them back 
to communities for produc-
tive use.

Creating livelihood oppor-
tunities is especially impor-
tant with the influx of 
migrant workers returning to 
Cambodia from thailand due 
to Covid-19. a survey under-
taken of 320 migrant workers 
in mine-affected areas of the 

country revealed that over 
half have not yet found 
employment. Without any 
timeline in sight as to how 
long they will stay in their 
home country, there is a 
pressing need to ensure they 
have productive, mine-free 
land to work on.

since the start of the pan-
demic, mine clearance oper-
ators in Cambodia have con-
tinued to operate at full 

capacity to deliver these 
results. they have imple-
mented new measures to 
comply with health and 
hygiene guidelines set out by 
the Cambodian government 
and the World Health Organi-
sation. Yet these changes to 
protocol have not come with-
out challenges. Health and 
sanitary equipment need to 
be purchased, field training 
and meetings are difficult to 
hold while adhering to social 
distancing guidelines, and 
travel between minefields 
has become increasingly 
challenging. 

supporting mine clearance 
operators to make these 
required shifts and continue 
to deliver lifesaving work is 
critical to the efforts of the 
Clearing for Results project 
supported by the Cambodian 
Mine action and Victim 
assistance authority, uNDP 
Cambodia, the australian 
Department of Foreign affairs 
and trade, the Korea Interna-
tional Cooperation agency, 
and New Zealand. Operating 
since 2006, this is the first 
pandemic the project has 
worked under. While it 
presents new challenges, it 
also brings important oppor-
tunities for mine clearance 
work to save lives across the 
country and to build resil-
ience for Cambodia’s steps 
beyond recovery.

DEsPItE it coming at a time of 
increased tensions between China 
and australia, the announcement by 
the Chinese Ministry of Commerce 
last week that it had begun an anti-
dumping investigation into imports 
of wine from australia, although it 
will be unwelcome news for austral-
ian wine producers, should not be 
over-interpreted.

according to the Chinese Ministry 
of Commerce, the probe is a normal 
anti-dumping investigation that is 
being conducted at the request of the 
China alcoholic Drinks association 
on behalf of domestic wine producers.

China’s imports of australian wine 
more than doubled to 12.08 million 
litres between 2015 and 2019, with 
the association claiming that austral-
ian wine producers had cut their 

prices to take the market share from 
local companies.

the ministry has pledged that the 
investigation, which will look at 
imports of australian wine in contain-
ers holding two litres or less last year 
and evaluate any damage done to the 
Chinese wine industry from 2015 to 
2019, will be conducted in a fair and 
just manner in accordance with the 
law, taking into account the com-
ments of australian stakeholders.

although the move comes after Chi-
na decided to apply anti-dumping tar-
iffs on australian barley in May and to 
suspend beef imports from four aus-
tralian companies due to their viola-
tion of the agreed requirements, none 
of these developments are anything 
more than normal trade measures.

Nor should it be overlooked that 

this is only the second trade remedy 
investigation China has launched 
into australian products, while aus-
tralia has launched more than 100 
trade remedy investigations against 
Chinese products since the two 
countries established bilateral ties.

In recent years, australia has been 
imposing a staggering amount of tar-
iffs on some Chinese products, 
including iron and steel, aluminum 
and chemical products, which has 
not only harmed the interests of aus-
tralian consumers but also damp-
ened Chinese companies’ enthusi-
asm for the australian market.

some australian politicians and 
media seem to willfully ignore the fact 
that China has remained the largest 
source of exports to australia in recent 
years. China’s demand for australian 

beef accounts for about one-fourth of 
australian’s beef exports, and last year 
about one-third of australia’s wine 
exports was destined for China. 
Hence, to some extent, the anti-
dumping investigation may serve to 
raise australians’ awareness of the 
importance of bilateral cooperation in 
trade and other fields.

China has always attached great 
importance to bolstering sound eco-
nomic ties with australia; otherwise, it 
would not have tied the economic 
knot with australia in the form of their 
2015 free trade agreement. Canberra 
should know therefore that at the con-
clusion of the investigation, which 
could last up to 18 months, the final 
ruling will be objective, impartial and 
fair, and based on the merits of the 
case. CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The writer is UNDP Cambodia’s 
Resident Representative.

Opinion
Nick Beresford

Mine clearance in a pandemic

China’s wine probe a normal trade remedy move

Cambodia remains one of the most mine affected in the world, with an estimated four to six million remnants 
posing a continued threat to its population. SuppLIED



Kheng Sokkunthea

U
SING bamboo and 
traditional Khmer 
designs to create 
cups and utensils, 

local online retailer Organic 
Lifestyle is blending purpose 
and fashion to encourage 
consumers to quit single-use 
plastics.

Founded by Ngeu Sovan-
narith in October last year, 
the online shop sells bamboo 
alternatives to daily use items 
typically made from plastic, 
such as straws, mugs, chop-
sticks and toothbrushes.

The shop’s first item was 
an eco-friendly straw made 
from grass.

“After our launch, our team 
worked hard to produce oth-
er daily use items which are 
harmless to the atmosphere 
and environment,” Sovan-
narith says. 

We sell natural products that 
provide alternatives to plastics. 
They are sustainably sourced 
and we aim to offer affordable 
prices so everyone can take 
part in reducing plastics.”

The entrepreneur says his 
aim is to promote cultural 
heritage and raise environ-
mental awareness through 
his eco-friendly products. 

Some of his most popular 
products are bamboo mugs 
and bottles engraved with 
traditional symbols by a team 
of professional artists.

One of the best-selling de-
signs is of characters from 
Lakhon Khol, or traditional 
Khmer masked theatre.

The art form was inscribed 
on the UNESCO’s list of In-
tangible Cultural Heritage in 
Need of Urgent Safeguard-
ing in 2018.

“We have created an artistic 
design that is quite appealing 
among our customers, espe-
cially young people,” Sovan-
narith says.

We engraved the characters 
from Lakhon Khol masked 
dance, such as Hanuman, on 
the bamboo water bottle and 
mugs to preserve our tradi-
tions and protect the environ-

ment. The purpose of doing 
that is to encourage users to 
be alerted to and be grateful 
for our amazing culture.” 

The mugs and bottles also 
feature designs from Lakhon 
Bassac folk theatre, a tradi-
tional art form with very few 
remaining performers.

Yantra designs with geomet-
ric rows of ancient Khmer text 
believed to bestow protective 
powers are also available.

In addition to the tradi-
tional designs, customers can 
also order mugs or bottles 
customised with their names, 

pictures and any short text 
they want.

The mugs range from $13 
to $19, while the Lakhon Khol 
mug sells for $4.90 and in-
cludes a straw.

The bamboo bottles can al-
legedly maintain the temper-
ature of drinks for 24 hours.

“It takes us two weeks from 
selecting the Lakhon Khol 
face mask design to produc-
ing the final bottle. Once we 
have chosen the character, 
we need to study its details 
and characteristics. We will 
then imitate the design on a 

computer to get the right as-
pect ratio. Then, we sketch 
the face mask on the bottle 
before carving it carefully to 
make it smooth and beauti-
ful,” says the owner.

Sovannarith says Lakhon 
Khol is a cultural heritage that 
Cambodians have to preserve 
and that is why he engraves 
the masked characters on his 
mugs. 

The owner takes $0.50 from 
each Lakhon Khol mug and 
donates it to local art associa-
tions and Lakhon Khol artists 
who are working to safeguard 

this endangered art form.
“I want to remind myself 

and others to care for our leg-
acy. That is why I use the tradi-
tional and cultural symbol on 
our daily use. We are so lucky 
to have a beautiful culture and 
art. We together should be 
proud of what we have before 
it is gone,” says Sovannarith.

Organic Lifestyle has done 
well since it opened, and 
Sovannarith noticed many 
youths placing orders. 

“I am glad to see more youths 
order these bamboo designs 
with Khmer art, it means a lot 

to me. I feel like people love 
this creative idea beyond more 
than I ever thought,” he says.

Sovannarith says he wants 
the country to remove some 
of its plastic and start utilis-
ing environmentally friendly 
products.

“I will produce more recy-
clable and reusable products to 
give clients more options to live 
a healthier lifestyle,” he says.

For more information, visit 
Organic Lifestyle on Face-
book, email organiclifestyle-
cambodia@gmail.com or call 
015 253 253. 
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Art & culture
Organic Lifestyle purges plastic with bamboo

Local entrepreneur Ngeu Sovannarith is in favour of ditching plastic for bamboo when it comes to essential daily items. Custom engravings are offered for thermal bottles and mugs. supplied

Sovannarith says he chose traditional Khmer designs to highlight Cambodia’s rich cultural history. supplied Sovannarith’s mugs and bottles range in price from $4.90 to $19. supplied
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Automotive Asia (Cambodia) Limited, the importer and distributor of Audi vehicles in the 
Kingdom, officially launched two new models — Audi A6 45 TFSI and Audi A7 Sportback — at its 
showroom in the capital on August 21. The two models are equipped with latest technology and  
comes with exciting designs and safety features. The vehicles offer a smooth powerful drive and 
suitable for both normal road and off-road driving.

Audi A6 45 TFSI and Audi A7 Sportback 
models enter Cambodia
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The American Chamber of Commerce in Cambodia’s (AmCham) regular networking event 
on August 13 welcomed a special guest – new executive director Travis Mitchell. Members and 
friends of AmCham attended the event held at a leading hotel in the capital. “I am delighted to join 
AmCham, and I am looking forward to connecting with members of the private sector, creating 
opportunities for growth and investment, and cultivating ties between American and Cambodian 
business people,” Mitchell said.

AmCham welcomes new executive director
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The 74th anniversary of India’s Independence Day was celebrated in Phnom Penh on August 15. The ceremony commenced with the 
unfurling of India’s national flag by Ambassador of India to Cambodia HE Ms Manika Jain. About 150 people from the Indian community 
in the Kingdom and invited guests attended the event, which was held on a small scale due to the Covid-19 pandemic. The programme 
included a cultural performance by children of the Indian community.

India’s 74th Independence Day celebrations in Phnom Penh
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Representatives from The Phnom Penh Post and the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport met on 
August 10 to discuss the memorandum of understanding (MoU) inked earlier this month to promote 
the government’s education plans. The meeting was chaired by Post Media Co Ltd COO James Ong and 
ministry spokesman Ros Soveacha. Also present was the ministry’s Department of Information and Asean  
Affairs director Seng Janine, who signed the MoU with Post publisher and CEO Ly Tayseng.

Post, ministry discuss education promotion plans 
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Cambodia Co Ltd planted some 600 tree saplings last month as part of an environment protection 
drive aimed at balancing secure ecosystems and sustainable food production. Around 150 of the  
Bangkok-based food conglomerate’s staff took part in the tree-planting campaign in Kampong Speu 
province to tackle global warming and promote a greener environment. Held near CP Cambodia’s pig 
farm in the province and nearby communities, 100 coconut trees and 200 Kro Nhoung species were 
planted, as well as 200 Beng and 100 Chan Kiri saplings.

CP Cambodia plants 600 trees in green drive    
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Entrepreneur and “Cambodian Master Chef Luu Meng” – the founder of Almond Hotel and the Yi Sang chain – celebrated the 12th 
anniversary of the hospitality brand by hosting a luncheon for his team and the media earlier this month. The first Almond Hotel and Yi Sang 
Chinese Restaurant were launched on August 8, 2008. The Almond Hospitality group now boasts nine restaurants and two boutique business 
hotels. To mark the anniversary, Almond is offering unlimited dim sum during afternoon tea throughout August and September. 

Almond Hotel and Yi Sang celebrate 12th anniversary
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Beaver projects
  5 Sired, biblically
 10 White-crested duck
 14 Golden calf, for example
 15 Decrease, as support
 16 Painted metalware
 17 California woman’s 

imperfection?
 20 Coin with a hole in it
 21 Weaves together
 22 Wide gap
 25 Rash treatment
 26 Nibbled on
 29 It may be rolled out in the rain
 31 Intelligence, slangily
 35 At all times, in verse
 36 Internet message
 38 Civil wrong
 39 Treasure Island locale
 43 A little of this and a little of that
 44 Little role for a big star
 45 In poor health
 46 Not real
 49 Balkan native
 50 Scot’s “No way!”
 51 Deal breaker?

 53 Plane reservation
 55 Narrow, elevated pathway
 58 Buddhist sacred city
 62 Site of a famous mission
 65 Pro’s foe
 66 Improve, in writing
 67 It keeps on rolling
 68 Part of a hammer head
 69 Emulate a high roller
 70 Marco Polo crossed it
DOWN
  1 It may be slipped
  2 Month on the Hebrew calendar
  3 One-quarter of tetra-
  4 Jargon, e.g.
  5 Breakfast companion
  6 Drop the ball, literally or 

figuratively
  7 “Anything ___”
  8 Change with the scenery
  9 Magnetic flux units
 10 Abruptly disconnected, in music
 11 Look of distaste
 12 Building annexes
 13 Soaking
 18 Render ineffective
 19 Transparent sheet

 23 Shangri-la resident
 24 Swiss currency
 26 Fabled moralist
 27 Dabbling ducks
 28 Bud Grace comic strip
 30 Sixths of an inch, to a printer
 32 Sign of spring
 33 Syllables sung while skipping
 34 Arrange, as hair
 37 Rickey fruits
 40 Middle of a square, sometimes
 41 Bone-dry
 42 Shade of blue
 47 Crowing time
 48 Gives a speech
 52 Tiptoe’s opposite
 54 Angle indicator in geometry
 55 Support for the elderly?
 56 Put into the pot
 57 Joint for a beggar?
 59 The Earth turns on it
 60 Indian gown
 61 Sailing the waves
 62 What some yellow-bellied birds 

suck
 63 Stopover
 64 Like 33

“SAME PLACE?” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution

Lifestyle
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In 2013, Steven McGonigal quit his career as an accountant and started hunting rabbits–often considered pests 
in Ireland–full-time. Shunning poisons and guns, McGonigal relies on traditional methods to catch his prey. AFP

The practice of rabbit catching with ferrets dates back centuries. AFP

On burrowed time: the 
last Irish rabbit catcher
s

tEVEN Mcgonigal 
crosses a pockmarked 
field in the north of 
Ireland with a box of 

unruly ferrets while his dog, 
Fudge, sniffs out rabbit war-
rens.

as the lurcher does his 
work, Mcgonigal covers the 
openings with nets before 
releasing a single ferret down 
the hole to flush out the occu-
pants inside.

For five minutes, the fer-
ret races around the under-
ground tunnels, poking its 
head out of dotted holes like 
a whack-a-mole. 

Mcgonigal looks on in 
twitchy anticipation.

then, in a split-second blur 
of grey fur, a rabbit emerges 
tangled in a net. Mcgonigal 
sprints over, grasps it by the 
legs and neck and dispatches 
it with a deft tug.

“It’s the traditional way,” 
the 37-year-old former ac-
countant told aFP in a field 
outside Carndonagh at the 
northern edge of Ireland.

“We don’t damage the 
ground, we’re not laying poi-
sons, we give the rabbits a 
quick and clean death – and 
that’s most important.”

Unique appeal 
Mcgonigal is said to be Ire-

land’s last traditional rabbit 
catcher, preferring ferrets, 

dogs, spades and nets instead 
of modern guns and poison.

Rabbits – fluffy, cute and 
doe-eyed to many, and kept as 
household pets – are consid-
ered pests in the countryside.

they are greedy consumers 
of vegetation, their warrens 
compromise buildings, and 
their breeding rate can quick-
ly inflate numbers.

as well as gardeners and 
farmers, Mcgonigal has built 
up a client list for his services 
including schools, golf cours-
es and oil refineries.

Becoming the last rabbit 
catcher in Ireland’s emerald 
outdoors is a far cry from his 
former accounting job.

“I was getting to where I was 
looking forward to going out, 
I was starting to dread going 
back in,” he said of his previous 
number-crunching profession.

after a childhood spent own-
ing ferrets, fishing and shoot-
ing, taking the career leap to 
full-time rabbit catcher in 2013 
was a natural step, he said.

But he admitted that the 
sometimes grisly demands of 
killing rabbits by hand is not 
for everyone. 

“It doesn’t appeal to a lot of 
people,” he conceded.

Environmental impact 
the practice of rabbit catch-

ing with ferrets dates back 
centuries.

an illustration in the 14th-
century manuscript, the tay-
mouth Hours, depicts a lady 
sending a dog or a ferret down 
a warren to drive a rabbit out 
into a net.

Mcgonigal believes that 
while the ancient hands-on 
method may be distasteful to 
some, it remains the best way 
to cull numbers.

“the problem is nowadays 
. . . people are building houses 
further and further and fur-
ther, and they’re encroaching 
into the countryside every 
day,” he said.

as human and animal king-
doms become increasingly in-
tertwined, less refined meth-
ods of hunting have become 
popular – and damaging.

Lead shot from guns can 
taint the soil and poisons can 
be indiscriminate, leaving 
animal corpses underground 
with no indication of how 
many have been killed.

Mcgonigal’s technique 
leaves no trace and allows 
him to precisely measure the 
number of rabbits he has re-
moved from the landscape, 
which he believes keeps the 
ecosystem and food chain 
better calibrated.

“Nobody loves rabbits more 
than me,” he said. “But we 
have to keep the balance – the 
countryside is always about 
the balance.” AFP 



Povetkin knocks out 
Whyte’s dream of belt

Sport
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Psg eye first Champions League trophy
t

HE uEFa Champions 
League final in Lisbon 
will be the first played 
behind closed doors 

and could also see the Paris 
saint-germain (Psg) of Ney-
mar and Kylian Mbappe win 
the trophy for the first time, 
but a Bayern Munich side led 
by the prolific Robert Lewan-
dowski block their path.

It is a mouthwatering show-
down between two of Europe’s 
super-clubs, with Psg eager 
to cap their rise in the last de-
cade under Qatari ownership 
and Bayern hoping to lift the 
trophy for the sixth time.

such an occasion deserves 
to be played in front of a full 
stadium, but the cavernous, 
65,000-seat Estadio da Luz 
will be empty.

No fans are allowed in, as 
has been the case through-
out this unprecedented ‘Fi-
nal Eight’ tournament in 
the midst of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

“It is true that it will be odd to 
play behind closed doors. We 
would have liked to have our 
supporters there but I know they 
are supporting us where they 
are. But this is still the Champi-
ons League,” said Mbappe on 
saturday (local time) during a 
virtual press conference.

the competition was sus-
pended for five months be-
fore finally resuming earlier in 

august, with two-legged ties 
done away with in the quar-
ter-finals and semi-finals.

“You still feel all the tension. 
Everyone wants to win it, es-
pecially with this unusual for-
mat. Everyone will remember 
this for a long time because of 
the tragic events surrounding 
it,” Mbappe added.

While the atmosphere in 
the ground will be surreal 

for the few hundred allowed 
to attend, the match prom-
ises to be fascinating, pitting 
together two teams whose 
domestic dominance is al-
most total and who were both 
comfortable winners in the 
semi-finals.

‘Go down in history’
Psg sealed their place in 

their first Champions League 

final by beating RB Leipzig 3-0. 
they are the first French 

representative to get this far 
since Monaco in 2004 and can 
become just the second team 
from Ligue 1 to win European 
club football’s biggest prize, 
after Marseille in 1993.

“this is exactly why I came 
here. I always said that I wanted 
to go down in my country’s his-
tory. [this] is another chance 

to do that,” said Mbappe.
If Psg represent the nou-

veau riche, Bayern are one of 
the continent’s traditional gi-
ants. this is their 11th final.

the last of their five victo-
ries came in 2013. Four start-
ers from that 2-1 final win 
over Borussia Dortmund at 
Wembley – goalkeeper Man-
uel Neuer, Jerome Boateng, 
David alaba and thomas 
Mueller – could play here, 
although Boateng is a doubt 
with a hamstring injury.

When, in 1974, Bayern won 
their first European Cup, a 
young Psg outfit were only 
just winning promotion to 
France’s top flight.

Leaving aside their storied 
past, Bayern appear the most 
formidable team in Europe 
just now.

their 3-0 semi-final win 
over Lyon was their 20th con-
secutive victory. they are un-
beaten in 29 matches since 
December last year under 
coach Hansi Flick.

they have already pocketed 
a german league and cup 
double, with the Bundesliga 
title their eighth in a row.

they have won all 10 
matches in the Champions 
League this season, scoring 
42 goals, including a 7-2 win 
at tottenham Hotspur and 
the 8-2 quarter-final demoli-
tion of Barcelona.

Bayern’s ‘small advantage’
Lewandowski has 55 goals 

this season. But he is more 
than ably supported.

Bayern take the risk of play-
ing with a dangerously high 
defensive line. 

Yet it remains to be seen if 
they can afford to take that 
risk against Psg’s attack of 
Neymar, Mbappe and angel 
Di Maria.

“We’ve always played with 
a high line and ultimately 
we’ve got results doing that so 
we won’t change too much,” 
Flick insisted.

the French champions, under 
german coach thomas tuchel, 
have themselves lost once since 
November 1, last year, and they 
overturned that 2-1 reverse in 
Dortmund in the last 16 by win-
ning the return leg.

“It is a small advantage for 
Bayern that they are used as a 
club to playing these games. I 
accept that, but it is not a deci-
sive advantage,” said tuchel.

Neymar is in fine form and 
Mbappe has recovered from 
an ankle injury, while tuchel 
was optimistic playmaker 
Marco Verratti would start af-
ter a calf problem.

However, there remains a 
doubt over goalkeeper Keylor 
Navas, three times a Champi-
ons League winner with Real 
Madrid, after he missed the 
semi-final. afp

PSG forward Neymar controls the ball in practice at Luz Stadium in Lisbon. His team will try to continue their 
Cinderella tournament with a win over powerhouse Bayern Munich in the Uefa Champions League final. afp

DILLIaN Whyte’s hopes of 
a world heavyweight title 
fight suffered a major set-
back when former Olympic 
champion alexander Povet-
kin twice came back off the 
canvas to knock out the Brit-
ish fighter.

Whyte, 32, had been the 
WBC’s number-one contend-
er for over two years and was 
hoping victory behind closed 
doors on saturday would pave 
the way for a world title shot 
at either defending champion 
tyson Fury or Deontay Wilder.

Whyte twice put Russian 
40-year-old Povetkin down in 
the fourth round but was then 
knocked out in fifth by the for-
mer WBa world champion.

“I didn’t feel I would finish 
the fight like this. I was con-
fident in the fourth round 
even after going down twice,” 
Povetkin told sky sports after 
winning the bout courtesy of a 
devastating left hook.

Promoter Eddie Hearn add-
ed: “When the punch landed, I 
thought it was a dream. I can’t 
believe it.

“two heavy knockdowns 
from Whyte – people felt it was 
over. this is the drama of heavy-
weight boxing. One punch 
completely changed the fight.

“It is a shock. He wasn’t that 
much of an outsider – we 
knew how good Povetkin was. 
It was a thrilling knockout on a 
thrilling night.” afp

Man u captain arrested for assault
MaNCHEstER united cap-
tain Harry Maguire was re-
leased from greek police 
custody saturday, tV footage 
showed, pending a hearing 
on assault charges on the is-
land of Mykonos.

Local tV footage showed 
Maguire leaving a courthouse 
on neighbouring syros island, 
apparently accompanied by 
members of his legal team, 
and boarding a dark minivan.

His lawyer Constantinos 
Darivas had earlier told greek 
sports website gazzetta.gr 
that the England centre-back 
had denied the charges, and 
was in “fine condition” de-
spite spending two nights in 
detention since his thursday 
night arrest.

greek tV channel Mega said 
Maguire’s father had flown to 
greece to be at his son’s side.

the case is being heard on 
the island of syros, the ad-
ministrative hub of the Cycla-
dic island group that includes 
Mykonos.

the local prosecutor is ex-
pected to set a date for the 
hearing.

the £80 million ($104 mil-
lion) defender was arrested 
late thursday after what 
greek police described as an 
“altercation” between two 
groups of British tourists on 
Mykonos.

Mega said Maguire had be-
come enraged after someone in 

the other group struck his sister.
a greek police statement 

on Friday said that three men 
aged 27, 28 and 29 had been 
arrested in Mykonos.

the police said an officer 
was punched on the scene, 
and that a second fight had 
broken out at the local police 
station where the three men 
“strenuously resisted [arrest], 
pushing and striking three of-
ficers.”

One of the suspects then tried 
to bribe the officers to hush up 
the incident, the police said.

the suspects are accused of 
assault, resisting arrest, verbally 

insulting and threatening the 
arresting officers, and attempt-
ed bribery, the police said.

Four Mykonos officers sus-
tained slight injuries in the 
fracas, the authorities said. 

Mykonos is popular with 
sports stars and celebrities 
for its all-night nightlife and 
beaches.

united on Friday said in 
a brief statement they were 
“aware of an alleged incident 
involving Harry Maguire in 
Mykonos last night.”

“Contact has been made 
with Harry, and he is fully co-
operating with the greek au-

thorities.
“at this time we will be mak-

ing no further comment,” the 
club added.

united’s 2019/20 season 
ended sunday in a 2-1 defeat 
to sevilla in the Europa League 
semi-finals.

But the club will be back 
in pre-season training in two 
weeks and could begin the 
new Premier League cam-
paign in less than a month.

On Monday, Maguire tweet-
ed: “time to go away, reflect, 
recover and be ready to come 
back stronger next season. 
afp”

Harry Maguire was released  Saturday after he was arrested for assault in Greece.  afp

Dillian Whyte’s hopes of a world heavyweight title suffered a blow when 
Alexander Povetkin KO’d the British fighter. Getty ImaGes/afp
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