
THE Philippines plunged into 
recession after its biggest quar-
terly contraction on record, 
data showed on Thursday, as 
the economy reels from Covid-
19 lockdowns that have 
wrecked businesses and thrown 
millions out of work.

Gross domestic product 
shrank 16.5 per cent year-on-
year in the second quarter, the 
Philippine Statistics Authority 
said, when the country endured 
one of the world’s longest stay-
at-home orders to slow the 
spread of the virus that has dev-
astated economies globally.

It followed a revised 0.7 per 
cent contraction in the first 
three months of the year and 
marked the biggest reduction 
in economic activity since 
records began in 1981, during 
the Ferdinand Marcos dictator-
ship. It is the country’s first 
recession in three decades.

The outlook for the archipela-
go is bleak, with the number of 
coronavirus infections surging 
past 115,000 this week – a more 
than fivefold increase since ear-
ly June when the economy-crip-
pling restrictions were eased.

Acting Secretary for Socioeco-
nomic Planning Karl Chua said: 
“Without doubt, the pandemic 
and its adverse effects are testing 
the economy like never before. 
But unlike the past, the Philip-
pines is now in a much stronger 
position to address the crisis.”

As health workers struggle to 
cope with the influx of patients, 
more than 27 million people in 
Manila and four surrounding 
provinces on the main island of 
Luzon – which accounts for 
more than two-thirds of the 
country’s economic output – 
returned to a partial lockdown 
for two weeks on Tuesday to help 
ease the strain on hospitals.

But President Rodrigo 
Duterte, who was reluctant to 
tighten restrictions after mil-
lions lost their jobs in the first 
shutdown, has warned that the 
country cannot afford to remain 
closed for much longer.

“The problem is we don’t 
have money anymore. I cannot 
give food and money to people 
anymore,” he said on Sunday.

The country’s economic woes 
have been exacerbated by a drop 
in remittances from the legion of 
Filipinos working abroad who 
typically send money to their 
families every month, which 
fuels consumer spending – the 
main driver of growth. AFP
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Long Kimmarita

M
INISTRY of 
Health spokes-
woman Or Van-
dine said on 

Thursday that the chikungu-
nya outbreak in the Kingdom 
has spread to 15 provinces. 
Some 1,700 people are now 
suspected to have the disease.

Vandine urged people to 
prevent its further spread 

by eliminating shelters for 
the Aedes aegypti mosqui-
toes which are attracted to 
standing water and breed 
anywhere water collects.

She told The Post that the 
National Dengue Control 
Programme of the National 
Centre of Parasitology, En-
tomology and Malaria Con-
trol published a report on 
Wednesday revealing the 
number of suspected cases. 

She said the numbers varied 
greatly in each province.

“According to the previous 
report, we had the disease 
in 12 provinces. But now we 
have three more provinces 
– Kampong Thom, Battam-
bang and Kandal,” she said.

The other remaining prov-
inces with cases are Stung 
Treng, Pailin, Pursat, Oddar 
Meanchey, Kampot, Tbong 
Khmum, Takeo, Preah Siha-

nouk, Preah Vihear, Banteay 
Meanchey, Kampong Cham 
and Siem Reap.

Out of the suspected pa-
tients tested in Banteay 
Meanchey, Oddar Meanchey, 
Preah Vihear, Siem Reap, 
Stung Treng, Preah Sihanouk 
and Battambang provinces, 
72.4 per cent were positive for 
chikungunya, Vandine said.

Chikungunya hits 15 
provinces, says gov’t

ContInueD – page 3

Kingdom’s exports to US up 23% 
Thou Vireak

CAMBODIAN exports to the 
US market ballooned 23 per 
cent to $2.75 billion in the first 
half of this year from $2.24 bil-
lion in the same period last 
year, data from the US Census 
Bureau showed.

The growth was under-
pinned by shipments of trav-
el-related products such as 

handbags, backpacks and 
suitcases, which are granted 
preferential tariffs under an 
amendment to the US’ Gen-
eralised System of Prefer-
ences (GSP) programme that 
went into effect in July 2016.

Since then, the Kingdom’s 
exports to the US have enjoyed 
significant growth every year.

However, Cambodian-
made clothing and footwear 

products are not included in 
the GSP regime.

Meanwhile, the data show 
the Kingdom imported 
$114.6 million worth of goods 
in the six months ended June 
30, slipping 45.43 per cent on 
a yearly basis.

Garment Manufacturers 
Association in Cambodia 
(GMAC) secretary-general Ken 
Loo noted that the US has 

become the primary recipient 
of the Kingdom’s core exports.

“Garments, shoes and trav-
el goods remain our main 
exports to the US,” he said.

Ministry of Labour and 
Vocational Training spokes-
man Heng Sour said the King-
dom exported $3.784 billion 
worth of garment, textile and

bharatiya Janata party (bJp) activists and supporters shout slogans as they celebrate before the groundbreaking ceremony of the Ram 
temple in ayodhaya, new Delhi, on Wednesday. India’s supreme Court ruled in november that a temple could be built in ayodhya. AFP

Philippine 
economy 
slides into 
recession
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Khorn Savi

THE National Assembly stand-
ing committee approved three 
draft laws on Thursday to be 
submitted to the expert com-
missions for review.

The National Assembly’s 
Commission for Economy, Fi-
nance, Banking and Audit will 
review and study two draft 
laws – the Control, Use and 
Management of State Proper-
ty; and Management of Com-
mercial Gambling.

 Another draft law before the 
Commission for Legislation 
and Justice is on the adoption 
of treaties between Cambodia 
and South Korea involving as-
sistance for criminal justice.

National Assembly spokes-
man Leng Peng Long could 
not be reached for comment 
on Thursday. 

The draft on State property 
control was written to strength-
en legal frameworks, structures 
of institutions and boost the ca-
pacity of institutions in manag-
ing State property.

It is meant to better clarify 
the definition of State assets 
and reduce the risk of collu-
sion and private overlap of 
ownership, according to back-
ers. It was sent to the Council 
of Ministers in early July.

The definition of State prop-
erty includes land, under-

ground, mountains, seas, sea 
floors, beaches, skies, islands, 
rivers, creeks, lakes, forests, 
natural resources, economic 
and cultural centres, defence 
bases of the country and other 
such constructions.

The draft on the manage-
ment of commercial gam-
bling is designed to control 
the casino sector and other 
commercial gambling strictly 
and effectively.  

The law determines areas 
where gambling will be al-
lowed or commercial gam-
bling disallowed.

It strengthens the capacity 
of institutions and regulatory 
controls of commercial gam-
bling operations. The law also 
introduces stricter measures 
against money laundering 
and terrorist financing.

Ministry of Justice spokes-
man Chin Malin told The Post 
on Thursday that the draft 
law on criminal sector as-
sistance between Cambodia 
and South Korea is one that 
Cambodia has made with 
other friendly countries to 
stop transnational crimes.

“In general, the countries 
agree to assist each other in 
criminal law enforcement, 
including the handing over of 
convicts, and exchanging in-
telligence and documents in 
legal proceedings,” he said.

Niem Chheng

S
ECRETARY of state and 
permanent vice-chair 
of the National Com-
mittee for Counter Traf-

ficking of Cambodia (NCCT), 
Chou Bun Eng, said on Thurs-
day that despite the challenges 
of Covid-19, it stopped 79 cases 
of human trafficking and sexu-
al exploitation.

“When it comes to the crack-
down, in the six months of this 
year, we stopped 79 cases of 
human trafficking – an in-
crease of one case from 78 in 
the same period last year.

“We cracked down on 29 
cases of human trafficking 
associated with 36 suspects 
[three foreigners]. Of the 29 
cases, there are 190 victims.

“This year, sexual exploita-
tion cases dropped by 16 cases 

from 66 to 50, because many 
entertainment services have 
been suspended,” she said.

Bun Eng further said there 
were not many cases of in-
ternational human traffick-
ing because the borders of 
neighbouring countries had 
been closed and many flights 
cancelled. 

But even though Thailand 
had closed its borders to Cam-
bodia to stop Covid-19 infec-
tions, nearly 1,000 Cambodians  
were cheated by brokers. They 
had tried to enter Thailand, but 
Thailand sent them back. 

Bun Eng said: “Those ar-
rested are victims of human 
trafficking because they got 
cheated by brokers who traf-
ficked them for profit. 

“They [the migrants] can-
not find jobs. They have just 
paid money to brokers who 

said they will take the victims 
to meet with employers. But 
when they arrive in Thailand, 
they got nothing but were ar-
rested and sent back.”

She encouraged citizens 
considering going to Thai-
land to stay vigilant against 
schemes because they stand 
to lose money.

Minister of the Interior and 
NCCT chairman Sar Kheng 
said at an NCCT meeting on 
Thursday: “Working groups 
should please enforce the 
law. Continue to monitor and 
investigate human traffick-
ing brokers and identify their 
new scams to crack down on 
them in time.

“Additionally, all police units 
should strengthen discipline 
and maintain the dignity of 
forces.  Avoid doing wrong. 
Strengthen professional eth-

ics and orders that lead to a 
possible penalty.”

He recommended that the 
working group against hu-
man trafficking and relevant 
authorities compile and share 
systematic and national-level 
data smoothly to solve issues. 
They should especially share 
the issues with the interna-
tional community, he said.

Sar Kheng requested bet-
ter relations between relevant 
units. Hopefully, data on pen-
alties for human trafficking 
will be sent quickly to the gen-
eral secretariat of the NCCT. 

“All ministries, institutions, 
units at national and sub-na-
tional levels should continue 
to cooperate and support 
implementing policies and 
measures of the government 
strictly to overcome obstacles 
and challenges,” he said.
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Theatres to reopen; Covid-19 recoveries rise
Khorn Savi

CAMBODIA’S cinemas and 
theatres will get the green light 
to reopen although no official 
date has been set, the Ministry 
of Culture and Fine Arts 
announced.

Movie theatres were closed 
in March. Before reopening, 
the owners of cinemas and 
theatres have to request a form 
and sign an agreement with 
the Ministry of Culture and 
Fine Arts promising to follow 
proper safety measures and 
standard operating principles, 
the announcement said.

The ministry said the goal is 
to alleviate the economic bur-
den and encourage artistes.

While that is good news for 
theatre owners and workers, 
Covid-19 has re-emerged 
recently with a rash of new 
cases that have driven up the 
country’s total. But recoveries 
are also on the rise.

The Ministry of Health 
reported on Thursday that 
eight more people have recov-

ered from Covid-19, bringing 
the total recovered to 210. 

Thirty three remain hospi-
talised while the overall 
number of cases detected in 
Cambodia stands at 243.

Among those who were dis-
charged from hospital on 
Thursday were five Cambodi-
ans, including three UN Blue 
helmets who contracted the 
disease in Mali and two who 
travelled from Indonesia.

All were allowed to leave 
Chak Angre Health Center 
after a negative result from a 
second test.

The other three recovered 
people were a 32-year-old 
Indian man who arrived from 
India and a 53-year-old Indo-
nesian woman who arrived 
from Indonesia.

They were allowed to leave 
the Khmer-Soviet Friendship 
Hospital after a negative result 
from the second test. Another 
was a senior US embassy offi-
cial receiving medical treat-
ment at the embassy.

The US Embassy posted on 
Facebook on Wednesday that 
altogether, four of its officials 
have tested positive for Covid-

19 upon returning to Cambo-
dia from the US. 

The Ministry of Health report-
ed that until July, almost all cases 
in Cambodia were imported 
from abroad through flights 
from Malaysia and Indonesia.

Meantime the two Cambo-
dian men who returned to 
Cambodia from Malaysia on 
July 23 and escaped from quar-
antine in Prey Veng on Monday 
were ordered to be quarantined 
for an additional 14 days.

Prey Veng provincial deputy 
governor Chan Tha told The 
Post on Thursday that 13 peo-
ple who had come into contact 
with the two have also been 
quarantined for 14 days.

“Those 13 people were not 
infected. As for the two men, 
we took their sample to test 
and the result will be out on  
Saturday,” said Chan Tha. 

Prime Minister Hun Sen on 
Thursday posted on his Face-
book to again remind people 
to protect themselves from 
Covid-19 even if no one had 
died of it in Cambodia.

Assembly okays 
land, gambling, 
crime draft laws

Committee vows to strengthen 
human trafficking prevention

Interior Minister Sar Kheng requests better relations between relevant units to tackle human trafficking more effectively. Sar Kheng via FacebooK

The bills will be submitted to the expert commissions for review. na

Movie theatres were closed in March due to the pandemic. hong Menea
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Long Kimmarita

NEaRLY 50 Cambodian students have 
won scholarships to study in Japan, ac-
cording to the Ministry of social affairs, 
Veterans and Youth Rehabilitation. 

the 48 students are recipients of JDs 
and MEXt scholarships, the ministry 
said on Facebook.

the JDs scholarship programme was 
launched by the Japanese government 
in 2000 and is offered by Cambodia’s 
Ministry of Education, Youth and sport 
and the government of Japan to support 
human resource development. 

JDs targets highly capable, young gov-
ernment officials and others who are 
expected to engage in formulating and 
implementing social and economic de-
velopment plans and become leaders 
after earning Master’s degrees in Japan. 
there are 857 Cambodia JDs scholars 
currently in that country.

the MEXt scholarship started in 1993 
and is the largest scholarship for study-
ing in Japan with more than 1,100 schol-
ars, ranging from skilled workers to doc-
toral students.

the scholarships are provided by the 
Ministry of Education, Culture, sports, 
science and technology of Japan (MEXt). 
MEXt currently offers four types of schol-
arships – students carrying out research, 
undergraduates, those in technology col-
leges and specialised training colleges.

the Ministry of Labour website said: 
“From 1993 to the present, thousands of 
Cambodian students have gone to study 
in Japan, including some short courses.

“graduated scholars returning to Cam-
bodia are now working in research insti-

tutions, government institutions, NgOs 
and the private sector, which has helped 
develop the country and build a stronger 
national economy.” 

the ruling Cambodian People’s Party’s 
youth wing chief, Hun Manet, held a 
gathering of scholarship recipients in 
the capital on thursday. It included gov-
ernment officials and alumni.

Manet said Japanese scholarship hold-
ers are a potential resource for Cambodia 
and will contribute to the economic and 
social development of the Kingdom.

“Learn to create relations and friendship 
with other students and take the opportu-
nity to become Cambodia’s ambassadors. 
Promote the culture as well as civilisation, 
tourism and the rich potential of Cambo-
dia,” he told the scholarship winners.

sam sopheap, a representative of the 
scholarship winners, expressed his com-
mitment and said the students will bring 
the good knowledge and experience 
gained from Japan to contribute to the 
further development of the Kingdom.

“as a representative of JDs and MEXt 
scholarship’s winners, I would like to ex-
press my deep gratitude to Dr Hun Ma-
net for organising this gathering.

“I commit to returning with the good 
knowledge and experience gained from 
Japan to contribute to our existing de-
velopment under the leadership of 
samdech techo Prime Minister [Hun 
sen] who has transformed the country 
from empty hands to be equal to other 
countries both regionally and globally,” 
sopheap said.

Continued from page 1

“Please be careful in pro-
tecting yourself amid the 
rainy season [when] mosqui-
toes [like to] breed,” she said.

she said most of the people 
suspected of having the dis-
ease had recovered and re-
turned to their homes. Only 
a small number are being 
treated in hospitals.

the suspected cases, she 
said, had increased notice-
ably in siem Reap – from 467 
cases to 674. Kampong Cham 
from 146 to 280 cases, Kandal 
from 142 to 164 and Banteay 
Meanchey from 211 to 227. 

a press release issued by the 
health ministry on July 23 said 
the first case of chikungunya 
appeared in 1953 in africa. 
the disease was detected for 
the first time in Cambodia by 
the Institut Pasteur du Cam-
bodge in 1961, with more 
cases reported in 2011.

the press release said chi-
kungunya is a viral illness 
transmitted by mosquitoes 
that caused the sudden onset 
of fever and severe joint pain.

Patients may also suffer from 
fatigue, muscle pain, head-
aches and rashes. It is usually 

not life-threatening and people 
usually recover within weeks. 
But if chikungunya is com-
pounded by another disease 
such as dengue fever or malar-
ia, it can be life-threatening.

Vandine said the anti-den-
gue larvicide abate is 33 per 
cent effective in preventing 
chikungunya infections and 
eliminating mosquito shel-
ters. sleeping under nets is 66 
per cent effective, she said.

siem Reap resident Bou 
savy told The Post on thurs-
day that three of his five chil-
dren had been infected with 
chikungunya for one month 
and are being treated at a pri-
vate hospital.

“I don’t know where children 
can go to play because when it 
rains, the grounds become wet 
and around the house there’s a 
forest and grass too.

“Quite a few people who 
came to the hospital said they 
have the same illness.  around 
my house, there are chikun-
gunya patients too. this dis-
ease spreads quickly.

“so, we have to maintain 
hygiene and clean houses of 
all stagnant water containers 
because mosquito spray is not 
effective for long,” he said.

students granted Japan scholarships
‘We must clean houses 
of mosquito shelters’

swiss agency to strengthen 
tourism sector with tVEt

severe drought takes 
toll on 40,000ha rice 
crops across country 

Niem Chheng

t
HE swiss agency for 
Development and 
Cooperation (sDC) 
through swisscon-

tact Cambodia will conduct 
training courses in tourism 
skills for youths, students and 
employees in the tourism and 
reception sectors.

the courses will take place 
in five northeastern provinc-
es at a projected cost of more 
than $9 million. 

the Ministry of tourism 
and swisscontact Cambo-
dia signed a Memorandum 
of understanding (Mou) on 
Wednesday to provide tech-
nical and vocational educa-
tion and training (tVEt) in 
five target provinces – Kratie, 
stung treng, Ratanakkiri, 
Mondulkiri and Preah Vihear.

tVEt falls under the sec-
ond phase (2020-2024) of the 
sDC’s skills Development 
Programme (sDP), said the 
ministry.

Wednesday’s signing cer-
emony was presided over by 
Minister thong Khon and 
sDC deputy director of Coop-
eration Nadia Ottiger.

“as the hospitality industry 
in Cambodia continues to 
expand, the supply of expe-
rienced and skilful staff is in-
adequate to meet the growing 
demand.

“sDP successfully intro-
duced an in-house training 
model called “Hospitality 
Kampuchea” in phase 1. It is 
currently the only hospitality 

training programme that is 
aligned with the Cambodian 
Qualification framework,” 
said an sDC press release.

Ministry of tourism sec-
retary of state Pak sokhom 
said the second phase was 
initiated with a human re-
source development plan 
and the courses are meant to 
be springboards to careers as 
participants learn vocational 
and life skills.

apart from students and 
employees in the tourism 
sector, the project is aimed 
at strengthening the skills of 

ministry staffers at the nation-
al and sub-national levels. 

“the second phase focuses 
on developing skills, boost-
ing job opportunities, and 
strengthening entrepreneur-
ship through technical prac-
tises that were taught during 
training,” sokhom said.

around 12,000 disadvan-
taged women and men, low-
skilled workers and more than 
900 trainers, staff and manag-
ers will benefit from the sDP, 
the press release said. 

It is estimated that 1,740 
low-skilled workers will also 

benefit from the training pro-
gramme and 170 hospitality 
business owners/managers, 
provincial tourism trainers, 
and industry trainers will 
be included in the capacity 
building activities.

the ministry has worked 
with sDC in Kratie, stung 
treng and Preah Vihear prov-
inces to train 160 people in 
reception and tourism skills. 

the ministry also trained 
389 employees working in the 
tourism sector, 480 tourism 
community members, and 91 
trainers.

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

DROugHt has destroyed over 
40,000ha of rice crops in Bat-
tambang, Banteay Meanchey 
and other provinces while wa-
ter sources across the country 
continued to dry up, further 
threatening its survival.

a high-ranking official from 
the National Committee for Di-
saster Management (NCDM) 
said on thursday it will be dif-
ficult to pump enough water 
to affected areas. 

NCDM adviser Keo Vy told 
The Post the damaged rice 
crops were planted by farmers 
in May and June and farmers 
expected to harvest in august or 
september. But climate change 
has altered the schedule.

“Meanwhile, over 40,000ha 
of rice crops in Cambodia are 
in danger due to water short-
ages while another 5,000ha 
have been damaged,” Vy said.

He said the provinces most af-
fected are Battambang, Banteay 
Meanchey and Kampong thom.

While these regions face wa-
ter shortages, others like the 
Cardamom Mountains and 
Northeast Plateau have been 
hit by fierce storms, includ-
ing three sinlaku or small ty-
phoons, which cause severe 
regional flooding. 

Despite the deluge, farmers 
say rainfall density is still low 
and a reason for concern.

Battambang provincial 
Department of agriculture 
director Chhim Vachira told 
The Post on thursday that 
drought in the past weeks 
seriously damaged 17,981ha 
of rice crops in, Bavel, thma 
Koul and Banan districts 
and 1,000ha were wiped out. 

Farmers are trying to replant.
“there was rain in some parts 

of Bavel and thma Koul districts 
on Wednesday, but rainfall den-
sity is still low. It is a concern for 
us in being able to pump water 
to rescue rice crops,” he said.

Banteay Meanchey provin-
cial Department of agricul-
ture, Forestry and Fisheries 
director Pang Vannaseth told 
The Post in July that 3,030ha 
of rice crops in Mongkol Borei 
and sisophon were damaged 
entirely and another 6,600ha 
in Mongkol Borei seriously 
damaged from a lack of rain. 

“We hope that rain will save 
all these rice crops,” Van-
naseth said.

Kampong thom provincial 
Department of agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries direc-
tor Pen Vannarith said on 
thursday that up until august 
4, farmers in Kampong thom 
planted rice crops during the 
rainy season on 207,038ha.

this is equal to 97.06 per 
cent of the 213,300ha in the 
cultivated land plan, but a 
decrease of 8,260ha from the 
same period last year.

It is predicted that drought 
conditions will increase in some 
areas around sekong River, ses-
an River and srepok River in the 
northeast part of Cambodia, 
a report by the Mekong River 
Commission (MRC), cited by 
aKP press on thursday said.

the MRC’s Regional Flood 
and Drought Management 
Centre said there will be a se-
vere drought in the coming 
weeks that will cause serious 
drought in some areas of Ra-
tanakkiri, Mondulkiri, stung 
treng and Kratie provinces, 
said the report.

A resort in Dak Dam commune, in Mondulkiri’s O’Raing district. The training courses will take place in five 
northeastern provinces at a projected cost of more than $9 million. HONG MENEA

Hun Manet said the scholarship holders will contribute to socio-economic development. HuN MANEt
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Edenbridge Asia Partners Ltd, as the official representative of the brand owners 
MARTELL, ABSOLUT, JAMESON, HAVANA CLUB, JACOB’S CREEK, 
GEORGE WYNDHAM and PERRiER-JOUëT, proudly announces the issuance 
of exclusive distribution licences by the Royal Government of Cambodia. Contact 
number: +855 69936674.

Pernod Ricard (Cambodge) Co., Ltd. has been appointed by Martell Mumm 
Perrier Jouet, The Absolut Company AB, Irish Distillers International Limited, 
Havana Club International S.A. and Pernod Ricard Winemakers Pty Ltd to be 
sole exclusive distributor in the territory of Cambodia and is holder of the exclusive 
distribution licence.

Founded in 1811, Maison Perrier-Jouët is one of France’s most historic and 
distinctive Champagne houses, renowned for its elegant floral Champagnes that 
reveal the true essence of the Chardonnay grape.

Martell is the oldest of the great Cognac 
houses. With 305 years of passion and 
precision passed down through the 
Martell family, Martell Cognac is one 
of Pernod Ricard’s leading international 
brands.

Absolut Vodka is crafted through a 
holistic journey borne from the Swedish 
tradition in vodka making. The brand is 
produced with a “One Source” philosophy 
and exported to many countries all over 
the world. 

Jacob’s Creek was first launched in 
1976 and is named after a stream that 
runs through the renowned Barossa 
Valley wine region in South Australia. 
Jacob’s Creek is rooted in 165 years of 
winemaking tradition and is continu-
ously winning accolades in international 
wine competitions. 

Jameson is a blend of pot still and fine 
grain whiskeys of grain and maize, as well 
as malted and unmalted irish barley. The 
brand was established in 1870 and is the 
leading irish whiskey in the world today. Paying homage to the spirit and 

legacy of its founder, George Wyndham 
wines are bold and robust with a strong 
backbone.

Havana Club is the world’s best-
selling, high-quality authentic Cuban 
rum. Proudly made in Cuba, where the 
rich, nutrient-dense volcanic soil results 
in the extremely high quality of any 
produce grown on the island, whether 
fruit, vegetables, tobacco or – of course 
– sugarcane.
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

T
HE Wildlife Conser-
vation Society (WCS) 
and the Ministry of 
Environment are re-

questing help to save the en-
dangered clouded leopard and 
its habitat from extinction.

WCS country director Ken 
Serey Rotha told The Post on 
Thursday the clouded leopard 
is listed as a rare animal by the 
International Union for Conser-
vation of Nature (IUCN) and is 
under threat around the world.

In Cambodia, the clouded 
leopard lives in the northeast, 
southwest and north of the 
country.

“There is no study about 
this animal in Cambodia as 
yet, but we have observed that 
clouded leopard numbers are 
dropping in some regions of 
the Kingdom.

“The population has de-
clined due to the loss of habi-
tat and food shortages. The 
clouded leopard is a threat-
ened species,” Rotha said.

The first photographs of the 
clouded leopard in the north-
ern plains of Cambodia were 
taken in Preah Vihear during a 
WCS-supported PhD survey.

It was conducted by Tokyo 
Metropolitan University wild-
life conservationist Ai Suzuki in 
collaboration with the Forestry 

Administration in 2012-2013.
Besides the clouded leop-

ard, the team captured pho-
tographs of 30 other rare 
animals, including the Asian 
elephant, sun bear, gaur and 
other birds in the regions.

“The northern highlands of 
Cambodia are important rare 
shelters for endangered animals 
as well as places where other 
wild animals live,” Rotha said.

Rotha said clouded leopards 
are found from the Himalayas 
down to southern China, Bhu-
tan, India, Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Burma, Nepal, Thai-
land, Cambodia and Vietnam.

“Because of its attractive-
ness, this beautiful animal has 

become a target for hunters 
and poachers. The destruc-
tion of their habitat has also 
contributed to their decline.

“Scientists and conserva-
tionists are working to under-
stand more about their num-
bers, but it’s difficult because 
clouded leopards are noctur-
nal,” he said.

Ministry of Environment 
spokesman Neth Pheaktra 
said to protect endangered 
animals and biodiversity in 
Cambodia, citizens must 
take part in protecting wild 
animals and prevent land en-
croachment, hunting, trap-
ping and the consumption of 
wild animals.

National
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May Kunmakara

CAMBODIA’s Ministry of 
Posts and Telecommunica-
tions is reviewing a draft sub-
decree on a national internet 
gateway that would optimise 
and improve network man-
agement and online security.

Minister Chea Vandeth said 
at a meeting on Tuesday that 
the ministry has been assigned 
to develop a clear legal frame-
work to govern the gateway.

“The draft sub-decree is 
aimed at mobilising national 
revenue and enhancing inter-
net speed and connectivity in 
Cambodia. Today’s meeting 
was to obtain input from tele-
communications operators to 
improve the draft,” he said.

Vandeth told operators 
a prakas on service quality 
would be provided and em-
phasised that the connection 
fee would be low.

To avoid placing a further 
financial burden on the oper-
ators, the ministry’s technical 
team would hold additional 
discussions with operators 
for their input and opinions.

The ministry announced in 
February that it planned to 
adopt a Single Internet gate-
way (SIg) system to optimise 
network management and 
online security in the country. 

An internet gateway is a 
network “node”, which con-
nects two different networks. 
A SIg, installed at a national 
level, would bring all net-
works seeking to connect with 
other networks in Cambodia 
through this single gateway.

Ministry spokesman Im 
Vutha previously told The 
Post that a national SIg would 
create a one-stop system to 
bring all overseas internet 

connections through a single 
port. This would allow opti-
mal network management.

“This is a national project 
to create a common internet 
gateway in Cambodia. Now 
more than ever, management 
of the internet has to be safe 
and secure for general use.

“Currently there are a lot of 
gateways such as VoIP, telecom-
munications, and submarine 
cable networks. We are looking 
at finding a way to change this 
into a single national port to 
ensure we can control internet 
usage, and make it safer and 
more secure,” he said.

Vutha said the SIg is required 
due to the increasing number of 
people accessing the internet, 
which can have both positive 
and negative consequences.

He said a SIg will help pre-
vent people from falling vic-
tim to online scams and pre-
vent the use of the internet to 
threaten national security.

The latest data from the 
Telecom Regulator of Cam-
bodia (TRC) said the number 
of fixed internet subscribers 
sharply increased 33.07 per 
cent to 249,132.

The number of Facebook us-
ers reached 10,950,000 in the 
first five months of the year 
while the number of mobile in-
ternet subscribers of the seven 
operators reported a drop of 
2.36 per cent to 14,863,435.

Cambodia’s 4g coverage cur-
rently covers 52.7 per cent of the 
Kingdom or 80.3 per cent of the 
total population. Meanwhile, 
3g covers 60 per cent or 85.1 
per cent of the total 15 million 
population and 2g covers 85.7 
per cent or 99.2 per cent.

Three operators, of which one 
is State-owned, have laid nearly 
44,251km of fibre optic cable.

Orm Bunthoeurn

MORE than 30 Cambodian-
Muslim families protested 
the construction of a road 
running through Kampong 
Chhnang province’s Chhong 
Kos village on Wednesday af-
ter they noticed a portion of 
an ancestral graveyard along-
side the road was damaged.

The Cambodian-Muslim 
community also noticed the 
road was being built at a high-
er elevation, another reason 
they protested the construc-
tion, said Mat Sary, an imam 
(religious leader) in the com-
munity located in Kampong 
Chhnang town’s Khsam com-
mune.

Sary serves as a coordina-
tor between the community, 
the authorities and the road 
construction company. He 
told The Post on Wednesday 
that the road construction 
company intends to fill the 
road with soil to allow people 
to travel and they also plan to 
fill the graveyard.

But the villagers said they 
are afraid the company won’t 
fill in the land at their ances-
tor’s grave area after they fin-
ish the road construction. 

“I’ve talked to the company 

and they’ve agreed to fill in 
the land for them first before 
they continue to fill land for 
road construction,” he said. 

Authorities also agreed to 
the request of Cambodian-
Muslims to protect the grave-
yard and fill it to be a half me-
tre higher than the road.

Rem El, a representative 
of the Cambodian-Muslim 
community, said the grave 
area had been in use since 
1958. El said there may have 
been thousands of ancestral 
burials there.

Fresh News quoted him on 
Wednesday as saying that on 
Tuesday evening, the road con-
struction team damaged and 
almost destroyed graves as they 
performed their work. Identifi-
cation plaques were removed. 

Provincial governor Chhour 
Chandoeun said the con-
struction started a long time 
ago and the village mosque’s 
chief, residents and himself 
had agreed on the plan.

The deputy village chief of 
Chhong Kos village, San Kriya 
said: “The grave land will be 
filled for gardening and [will 
be] fenced. We will put up a 
sign designating it as a place of 
worship for Cambodian Mus-
lims,” Kriya said.

Internet gateway to 
streamline security

K Chhnang Muslims 
protest to save graves

WCS: Clock ticking to save 
endangered clouded leopard 

ANA restoring Damrei Krab temple
Soth Koemsoeun

APSARA National Authority acting direc-
tor of the Department of Conservation 
of Monuments Outside Angkor Park, 
Chhean Ratha, said a project is under-
way to restore Damrei Krab temple in 
Phnom Kulen, Siem Reap province.

Over the years, roots, overgrown veg-
etation and thieves making off with 
pieces of the temple have damaged its 
structural integrity.

The project to restore the temple, lo-
cated in Khnang Phnom commune’s An-
long Thom village, in Svay Leu district, 
began on July 20 and will be completed 
by December 31.

The ANA has decided to strengthen the 
decaying roof around the temple’s tower, re-
pair the east gate and fill cracks in the wall.

Ratha said the Damrei Krab temple was 
badly damaged by rain and vegetation, 
which caused the foundation to collapse 
on the west side, causing many small and 
large cracks. Roots had grown into the 
wall, widening the cracks.

Moisture has also rotted the upper part of 
the temple and damaged the middle section.

Besides natural causes, thieves and 
smugglers have left their mark, stealing 
bits of bas relief and picking away at the 
temple’s foundations causing it to shift.

Ratha said: “In the past, there were stud-
ies [conducted] by French and Cambo-
dians. E. Aymonier studied [the temple] 
in 1904, E. Lunet in 1911, H. Parmentier 
in 1927, P. Dupont in 1938, E. Hansen in 
1969 and more recently, I am the one who 

studied the temple further since 2009. 
“In 2015, the ANA, in collaboration with 

the Archaeology and Development Foun-
dation (ADF) of Phnom Kulen, conducted 
excavations, research and studies of risk 
maps to aid the construction project.” 

He said the temple is made of brick 
and features three towers built on a sin-
gle hill with a wall around it.

Damrei Kreb is one of the many temples 
built in the Kulen style during the reign of 

King Jayavarman II (AD. 802-850) at the 
beginning of the Angkorian civilisation.

ANA spokesman Long Kosal could not 
be reached for comment on Thursday.

An ANA report released on July 30 said 
its deputy director-general Kim Sothin led 
a technical team to hold a traditional reli-
gious ceremony for the project on July 28.

The report said the project aimed to 
restore the temple to attract tourists and 
preserve it for future generations.

In Cambodia, the clouded leopard lives in the northeast, southwest and north of the country. wcs

The Damrei Krab temple was badly damaged by rain and vegetation, which caused the foundation 
to collapse on the west side, causing many small and large cracks. apsara national authority



Hin Pisei

A
FTER Cambodian 
mango exports to 
China became a re-
ality, the Kingdom 

now hopes to be able to ship 
Pailin longan to Asia’s larg-
est market by the end of next 
year or early in 2022, Ministry 
of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries senior official Ngin 
Chhay said on Thursday.

Chhay, the director-general 
of the ministry’s General Di-
rectorate of Agriculture, was 
speaking at a press confer-
ence on Measures to Promote 
Agricultural Products on the 
World Market held at the 
Council of Ministers.

On June 9, Cambodia and 
China officially agreed to ex-
port 500,000 tonnes of fresh 
mangoes a year, paving the 
way to boost the Kingdom’s 
agricultural crop exports to the 
Chinese market.

But the quota is out of the 
Kingdom’s reach due to its 

limited capacity to sterilise, 
process and package the fruit 
in an export-ready manner.

Explaining the timeframe 
for Chinese approval of Pailin 
longan exports, Chhay said 
China’s General Administra-
tion of Customs assesses ap-
plications for import approval 
on a one-by-one basis, which 
they see through to the end.

As the Kingdom has not de-
livered its first shipment of 
mangoes – despite receiving 
approval – Chinese customs 
has not begun a new product 
assessment process, he said.

“As soon as our first batch 
of mangoes is shipped, the 
Chinese side will surely 
come inspect and evaluate 
Pailin longan.

“We expect that the mango 
shipment will go out early in 
2021 and that we’ll get the all-
clear to export Pailin longan 
to China by the end of 2021 or 
early in 2022,” Chhay said.

He said the Kingdom has 
submitted an assessment 

report on risks – especially 
pests and diseases – on Pailin 
longan, while a private com-
pany is currently investing in 
a sterilisation and packaging 
plant in Pailin province.

Chinese authorities also 
conduct phytosanitary in-
spections on a one-by-one 
basis, he added.

“There’s no telling if they’ll 
be keen on inspecting the 
packaging plant immediately 
after the Cambodia-China 
bilateral free trade agreement 
[FTA] comes into effect,” 
Chhay said.

Cambodia is scheduled 
to sign the FTA with China 
in Beijing later this month, 
with Prime Minister Hun 
Sen as a witness.

In addition to Pailin lon-
gan, Chhay said, the ministry 
is preparing applications for 
other potential crops for ex-
port to China such as pepper, 
edible bird’s nest, durians, fra-
grant coconuts, dragon fruits 
and red corn. “After Pailin lon-

gan, we can focus on pepper 
and edible bird’s nest.”

Cambodia exported 2.68 mil-
lion tonnes of agricultural prod-
ucts in the first seven months 

of this year, up 9.06 per cent 
compare to the same period 
last year, the ministry reported. 
Exports to China amounted to 
286,790 tonnes.
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,300 17,400 17,400 17,200

2 GTI 3,060 - 3,060 3,060

3 PAS 15,000 14,960 15,000 13,480

4 PPAP 11,680 11,680 11,680 11,680

5 PPSP 2,300 2,300 2,300 2,300

6 PWSA 5,720 5,660 5,720 5,660
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footwear (GTF) products to the 
international market in the first 
half of this year, dipping 5.4 per 
cent from more than $4 billion 
in the same period last year.

He said this when speaking 
at a press conference on the 
government’s  Covid-19 
response measures held at the 
Ministry of Economy and 
Finance on July 8.

“The root cause for the slump 
is the repercussions generated 
by Covid-19, resulting in orders 
incrementally drying up. This 
downturn not only affects the 
garment sector in Cambodia, 
but the whole world,” he said.

In the first half of this year, 
he said 450 garment and foot-
wear factories in Cambodia 
suspended work while 83 fac-
tories closed.

Of these, he said 10 have 
turned to manufacturing face 
masks, which are currently in 
high demand in the interna-
tional market.

Notwithstanding the drop in 
GTF exports logged in the first 
half, finance ministry perma-
nent secretary of state Vongsey 
Vissoth underscored the sub-
stantial growth in shipments 
of bicycles and milled rice 
seen during the period.

He told the conference: “Gar-
ment exports to European 
markets were down but those 
to the uS have come roaring 
back, which is why our exports 
dropped a smidge.”

A National Bank of Cambo-
dia report released on March 
4 said the Kingdom’s trade 
deficit with the rest of the 
world continued to widen last 
year to $7.76 billion, a more 
than 31 per cent increase com-
pared to the previous year.

The Kingdom imported 
some $22.34 billion worth of 
goods last year while it export-
ed only $14.63 billion.

The central bank’s figures 
showed that the year-on-year 
growth rate in imports was 18.6 
per cent last year, while exports 
lagged at 12.7 per cent.

Cambodia mainly exported 
textiles, shoes, rice and bicy-
cles and imported oil, vehicles, 
construction materials, food 
and beverage, and raw materi-
als for the manufacturing sec-
tor, the report said.

uS’ orders 
come back 
following 
virus hiatus

Longan shipments to 
China ‘maybe’ by 2022

E-market platform to feature women’s products
Thou Vireak

MOTIVATED to introduce 
local products to the interna-
tional market, two Cambodian 
women entrepreneurs on Sat-
urday launched the WeMall 
e-commerce platform in their 
mission to integrate the King-
dom into the regional and glo-
bal supply chain.

The e-marketplace was co-
founded by Touch Socheata 
and Heang Omuoy.

Socheata told The Post on 
Thursday that central to the 
platform’s objectives is linking 
products made by Cambodian 
women to the world.

“We want to ensure that our 
local products have a strong 
market and are readily accessi-
ble and easy to find once upload-
ed to the platform,” she said.

WeMall currently has a cata-
logue of more than 600 local 
items, ranging from bamboo 
handicrafts, metal sculptures, 
jewellery, silk weaving, shoes 
and bags.

She stressed that the quality 
of Cambodian products is 
comparable to that of imported 

ones and that the platform pro-
vides access to items that would 
be difficult to find elsewhere.

At the same time, she said, 
Cambodians in recent years 
have been turning to the internet 
in record numbers, and more so 
during the Covid-19 era.

“I’ve seen a huge surge in 
online shopping. We believe 
that the launch of the e-mar-
ketplace will garner a lot of 
support from local and foreign 
buyers, and we hope to see 
orders from abroad post-Cov-
id-19,” Socheata said.

Australian ambassador to 
Cambodia Pablo Kang, who 
participated in the launch cer-
emony on Saturday, voiced his 
support for the entrepreneurial 
ladies and their endeavours.

He tweeted: “Honoured to help 
this morning with the launch of 
the new #WeMall e-commerce 
platform for female business 
entrepreneurs selling products 
only made in Cambodia.

“Great to meet strong wom-
en role models, including 
some Cambodian alumnae 
making a difference during 

#COVID19,” he said, replacing 
the word “Cambodia” with 
“flag of Cambodia” e-mojis 
and adding “woman technolo-
gist [light skin tone]” and 
“thumbs up [medium skin 
tone] e-mojis.

The e-marketplace platform 
can be accessed at wemall.shop.

Den Mas, president of the Sil-
ver Sculpture Village Associa-
tion and owner of the Den Mas 
Handicraft business in Kandal 
province’s northwestern Pon-
hea Leu district, which features 
on WeMall, told The Post that 
the platform will widen the 
market for her products.

Though popular among 
Thais, she said, domestic sales 
of silver and copper sculptures 
remain lacklustre.

“I call on Cambodians to 
embrace domestic products 
and do their part to preserve 
this ancestral form of metal 
sculpting,” Mas said.

Socheata added that WeMall 
will focus solely on non-food 
products in its first phase.

With the support of all stake-
holders, producers will be pro-
vided the opportunity to capture 

a large market share, she said.
“We want our youth to sup-

port Cambodian products and 
then use our e-marketplace to 
bring them to the internation-
al market.

“We are working with our 
partners to guarantee that our 
products comply with relevant 
standards,” Socheata said.

The government passed its 
e-commerce law in November 
to contribute to the rapid 
development of the sector in 
the Kingdom, including online 
shopping.

The Ministry of Commerce 
recently approved a strategy to 
implement the law, paving the 
way for the promotion of a dig-
ital business model in line with 
the government’s goal of leap-
frogging into the fourth indus-
trial revolution, or digital 
economy.

Minister Pan Sorasak on July 
23 said the plan is key to boost-
ing competitiveness and 
streamlining business proc-
esses and will lead to improved 
productivity,  increased 
exports, job creation and eco-
nomic growth.

A senior agriculture ministry official says the Kingdom has submitted 
an assessment report on risks – especially pests and diseases – on 
Pailin longan. POST STAFF

(From left to right) Touch Socheata, Australian ambassador to Cambodia 
Pablo Kang and Heang Omuoy. PABLO KANG VIA TWITTER



Sangeetha Amarthalingam

B
Y THE end of this 
year, Cambodia 
would have conclud-
ed its first Free Trade 

Agreement (FTA), and with 
no other than China.

In the background, the par-
tial withdrawal of the EU’s Ev-
erything but Arms (EBA) pref-
erential scheme would have 
taken its course on several lines 
of garment and footwear prod-
ucts – a process that might cost 
Cambodia approximately €1 
billion or one-fifth of its annual 
exports to the bloc.

Added to the impact from 
the Covid-19 pandemic, Cam-
bodia’s gross domestic prod-
uct is projected to regress to 
-1.9 per cent this year, official 
data showed.

Talks on the FTA between 
both parties started late last 
year, rapidly culminating in a 
signing within eight months, 
perhaps the fastest on record 
for bilateral agreements, ob-
served Dr Lily Yan Ing, lead 
adviser for Southeast Asia at 
the Economic Research Insti-
tute for ASEAN and East Asia 
(ERIA).

At the time of writing, little is 
known about the contents of 
this FTA, on the basis that the 
text was never shared publicly.

Fundamentally, it aims to 
enhance economic coop-
eration between the nations, 
unloading its benefits on the 
people through trade liberali-
sation in goods and services, 
and increased investments.

But the speed in which talks 
were completed, possibly 
due to the economic urgency, 
and in secrecy at that, elicits 
a level of suspicion over the 
outcome of the agreement, 
which could result in a lop-
sided deal benefitting the 
stronger assertive party, in-
cluding its influence over dis-
pute settlements.

Dr Yan Ing, a former se-
nior adviser on trade and in-
vestment at the Indonesian 
President’s Office, agreed that 
should be the case because 
smaller countries tend to de-
pend a lot on the larger coun-
tries in terms of the share of 
trade investments.

“It is also [the strength] of 
the negotiation team. We 
have to be honest with our-
selves that, like most devel-
oping countries, we probably 
do not have enough lawyers, 
trained analysts, and econo-
mists to stand up for what our 
nations need,” she said.

This could leave Cambodia 
vulnerable to demands by 
powerful parties to amend 
domestic policies which un-
dermine national interests 
and security. At times, chang-
ing government policies can 
result in investors suing them 

for loss of profit and alleged 
unfair trade practices.

To give an idea, as of De-
cember 31, 2019, out of 1023 
known investor-state dispute 
settlement cases, only 674 
have concluded, 343 are pend-
ing and six are unknown. The 
disputes are usually onerous, 
highly technical and often 

conducted in secret.
At the same time, the idea of 

signing the FTA amid a pan-
demic is somewhat discon-
certing as it could restrict the 
regulatory and policy space 
which is presently requiring 
unprecedented measures to 
deal with the impact.

Analysts have cautioned 
that there could be future 
pandemics given that the 
world has experienced vi-
rus outbreaks such as SARS, 
MERS, Zika, swine flu and 
bird flu, which could force 
governments to enforce lock-
downs in future.

On this pretext, Cambo-

dia might need to add in a 
health exception at the very 
least, to make sure it covers 
all chapters in their FTA be-
fore it is signed and ratified 
so the Kingdom does not get 
caught out by the clauses in 
the agreement.

For instance, rules and 
commitments in the FTA 

might need to be reviewed to 
implement government mea-
sures in times of crises such 
as capital controls, sovereign 
debt restructuring or even 
manufacturing health prod-
ucts to meet local needs. 

Cambodian think-tank 
Asian Vision Institute’s Cen-
tre for Governance Innova-
tion and Democracy direc-
tor Dr Chheng Kimlong does 
not think such commitments 
were included.

“It’s hard to focus on two 
different areas in one go. A 
separate discussion or nego-
tiations can be conducted lat-
er if both governments wish 

to emphasise joint economic 
recovery strategies amid 
Covid-19 and other structural 
challenges and strategic co-
operation,” he said.

Understandably, the effects 
of the FTA will likely take sev-
eral months, if not years, to 
materialise.

“The agreement is a long 
way off from coming into ef-
fect. Only negotiations have 
been concluded and it still 
needs to be signed and rati-
fied by both parties,” said Dr 
Jayant Menon, visiting senior 
fellow at the Institute of South-
east Asian Studies-Yusof Ishak 
Institute in Singapore.

But what makes the FTA in-
teresting is that it falls outside 
the jurisdiction of the China-
ASEAN FTA that was signed in 
2010, and the impending Re-
gional Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership (RCEP) 
involving all 10 ASEAN mem-
bers plus six countries, in-
cluding China.

Also, Cambodia has in its 
pipeline, FTAs with South Ko-
rea, India, the UK and Eurasia 
Economic Union, comprising 
East European nations and 
Russia.

Separately, Cambodia has in 
force 16 bilateral investment 
treaties (BITs) and 14 treaties 
with investment provisions 
(TIPs), mostly via ASEAN.

So, why sign an FTA with 
China?

Jayant says bilateral FTAs 
are supposed to be able to go 
further and deeper than plu-
rilateral ones and therefore 
potentially have real effects on 
trade and investment flows.

“This could happen here, 
although a lot of the cross-
border trade is informal or un-
recorded, and occurs outside 
official channels,” he said.

The relationship between 
China and Cambodia dates 
back 2,000 years with a docu-
mentation of the life and cul-
ture of Khmer people by Chi-
nese envoy Zhou Danguan, 
and regular visits by Admiral 
Zheng He, a Ming Dynasty 
navigator, during his world 
voyages in the 15th century.

In the mid-1950s, Chinese 
Prime Minister Zhou Enlai, 
impressed by Cambodian 
Prime Minister Prince Noro-
dom Sihanouk’s leadership in 
gaining independence from 
the French, struck up a friend-
ship with him when they met 
in Bandung, Indonesia.

This paved the way for dip-
lomatic ties that have lasted 
until now.

Today, China is the largest 
foreign direct investor in Cam-
bodia, accounting for 43 per 
cent of a total investment of 
$3.5 billion in 2019, mostly in 

real estate and construction.
Bilateral trade grew 27.3 per 

cent to $9.4 billion in 2019, 
said the Chinese embassy in 
Phnom Penh, with total two-
way trade expected to hit $10 
billion by 2023.

But while trade expanded 
between the nations, so did 
Cambodia’s negative trade 
balance, otherwise known as 
a trade deficit.

In 2018, bilateral trade 
amounted to $7.4 billion 
but the trade deficit stood at 
$6.02 billion, up from $4.5 
billion in 2018.

Unlike China which exports 
raw materials for manufac-
turing and construction to 
Cambodia, the latter only 
exports around $800 million 
worth of agricultural prod-
ucts to China.

In the past, China has lib-
eralised 94.1 per cent of tar-
iffs under its FTA with ASE-
AN, whereas Cambodia has 
removed 89.9 per cent of tar-
iffs based on the six-digit HS 
(harmonised system) code.

Under the Sino-Cambodian 
FTA, China will remove an-
other four per cent, bring-
ing its total tariff waiver for 
Cambodia’s exports to 98 per 
cent tariffs, while Cambodia 
waives a meagre 0.1 per cent 
of tariffs on Chinese imports.

The tax waivers will be 
gradually reduced in the next 
10 years.

Cambodia expects an addi-
tional 340 items to some 10,000 
items to be exempted from tax, 
Ministry of Commerce secre-
tary of state Sok Sopheak, who 
led the FTA negotiations, said 
late last month.

For now, exempted items 
include pepper, dried chilli, 
cashew nut, garlic and honey, 
he said, adding that there are 
sufficient means to produce 
goods for export to China 
such as vegetables, fruits, fish 
and meat.

Cambodia hopes to add 
milled rice, natural rubber 
and sugar into the tax-ex-
empted list leading up to the 
ratification of the agreement.

On the other hand, China 
will have more than 9,500 
tax-free items for export in 
the coming years.

This can pose a challenge to 
Cambodia because cheaper 
Chinese products than local-
ly- produced goods can wors-
en Cambodia’s trade balance. 
But this is most likely not a 
major concern in the FTA. 

“The focus of the deal is to 
promote some exports of agri-
cultural products and agro-in-
dustrial goods,” Kimlong said.

No benefit vs costs study
However, this is mere spec-

ulation as the government 
has yet to share the textual 
content of the FTA which will 
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What’s the deal with Cambodia 

and China’s FTA?
Cambodia’s Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with China kicks off a series of FTAs in future but for now, 
critics wonder what else the parties could bring to the table apart from what it already has to date

Exports, Imports and Trade Balance
in percent of GDP, Q1 2015 – Q4 2019

Source: General Department of Customs and Excise, and National Bank of Cambodia staff calculation
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It is probably driven 
more by political rather 

than economic 
imperatives
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be made public after the sign-
ing, tentatively on August 12.

“That would be too late be-
cause the deal is done,” said 
an analyst, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity due 
to his close working relation-
ship with global south gov-
ernments.

Similarly, it is uncertain if 
Cambodia commissioned 
economic modelling on the 
likely impact on its exports 
and goods trade balance with 
China, given that the tariffs 
will be removed.

The economic modelling 
is commonly done by some 
governments before signing 
or ratifying FTAs to ensure the 
benefits outweigh the costs.

When asked, Sopheak said 
answers to a series of ques-
tions submitted to him would 
be handled by Kemvichet 
Long, deputy director-gener-
al for International Trade at 
the Ministry of Commerce.

However, on the question 
of whether the study was 
conducted, Kimlong said, “I 
don’t think so.”

Then how can Cambodia 
sign and ratify an FTA if it 
does not know whether the 
benefits outweigh the costs?

“The government has made 
some assessment of the po-
tential gains from the deal. 
The Ministry of Commerce 
must have done so and con-
sulted with various govern-
ment bodies,” he replied.

China’s dominant role
However, ERIA’s Yan Ing is 

confident that the FTA deal 
will be in favour of China 

which continues to face trade 
tensions with the US.

“The tension among busi-
nesses and the US society has 
been escalating. It’s the same 

in China. I don’t think the ten-
sions will ease in reality, even 
if it does at the political level 
or if [US presidential candi-
date] Joe Biden takes over the 

administration,” said the se-
nior economist.

Based on this premise, Yan 
Ing opined that China must 
have first initiated the bilat-
eral FTA in a desperate bid to 
relocate some of its vast in-
vestments.

And using its dominance as 
the second-largest economy, 
coupled with the likelihood 
of it becoming the largest in-
vestor, particularly in most 
Asian countries, means that it 
might have taken the lead in 
the Cambodia-China FTA.

“I see very little value-add-
ing for Cambodia in terms of 
tariff reductions, but on the 
positive side – and I am trying 
to understand Cambodia and 
putting myself in its shoes – I 
think Cambodia is trying to 
increase investments from 
China because investments 
in China have been leaving.

“[This] are either Chinese-
origin investors or foreign in-
vestment in China [who] are 
trying to relocate their invest-
ments. Of course, the reloca-
tions are either to Vietnam, 
Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia 
and perhaps to some extent 
Cambodia and other ASEAN 
countries,” Yan Ing said.

Accordingly, this would be 
China’s third bilateral FTA in 
Southeast Asia, more than a 
decade after it signed with 
Singapore and Thailand.

But things have changed. In 
the past years since its region-
al FTAs, the global narrative 
on China has shifted, heavily 
laced with criticism over its 
overarching investments and 
quid pro quo demands.

However, this did not shake 
Cambodia’s relationship with 
China, whom it has largely 
benefitted from via aid and 
nearly $5 billion worth of 
loans.

On a general level, since 
Cambodia is already a rela-
tively open economy with 
low tariffs, an FTA with an im-
portant trade and investment 
partner like China can be 
beneficial in economic terms, 
Jayant said.

If it can address the many 
non-tariff barriers that cur-
rently impede trade, then the 
benefits will be even larger.

“This FTA with Cambodia 
might help China strengthen 
and cement existing diplo-
matic and political ties.

“It is probably driven more 
by political rather than eco-
nomic imperatives. China 
may be looking to shore up 
its allies in a region growing 
increasingly suspicious of its 
motives as it pursues a more 
aggressive stance concerning 
the South China Sea, in par-
ticular,” he said.

But Jayant warned that 
Cambodia’s growing depen-
dence on China increases 
its vulnerability to external 
shocks emanating from just 
one source.

“To reduce this risk, Cam-
bodia should look to further 
diversify its trade and invest-
ment flows, so that it is not 
overly dependent on one or a 
few trading partners.

“This FTA should be consid-
ered carefully in the context 
of how it affects the diversifi-
cation objective, or how it in-

creases dependency,” he said.

Can it make up for EBA 
losses?

Ministry of Economy and 
Finance spokesman Meas 
Soksensan flatly said no.

“The FTA is not compensa-
tion for the EBA. It is a win-
win agreement,” he stressed.

Kimlong concurred, add-
ing that the FTA is not likely 
to cover the losses due to the 
different product line and 
categories to China.

“However, there is an ur-
gency and vital significance 
in diversifying export markets 
and trade partnerships with 
the rest of the world to reduce 
risks,” he said.

Associate professor Sam-
reth Sovannroeun, an eco-
nomics lecturer at a Japanese 
university, said: “To me, this 
should be considered in dif-
ferent dimensions.

“In terms of the substitution 
of the market, the Cambodia-
China FTA will not help to 
make up the possible loss 
from the partial withdrawal 
of the EBA scheme, given that 
China is also an exporter of 
garment products.

“It is hard to consider that 
Cambodia can increase its 
export of these products to 
China, after this FTA comes 
into effect, at least in the 
short-term.

“However, in terms of ex-
port value, this FTA may help 
to make up the loss from the 
partial withdrawal, although 
the extent to which it can 
help is the subject for detailed 
investigation.”

Source: Investment Dispute Settlement Navigator , UN Conference on Trade & Development (Dec 31, 2019)
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Vattanac Bank is 
embarking on a two-
pronged strategy – 
featuring both digital 

and physical infrastructure 
expansion – to position itself 
as a people’s bank and brace 
for sustainable growth in the 
Kingdom’s competitive banking 
sector.

the home-grown bank 
launched its effortless and 
highly secure digital mobile 
banking app last week to 
bolster its digital banking in-
frastructure and remain ahead 
of the curve. 

In addition, the 17-year-old 
bank plans to add four more 
branches later this year, which 
are earmarked for Poipet, Pailin, 
Kampong thom and Kampong 
chhnang towns. 

Leveraging on the growing 
demand for digital banking and 
the proliferation of mobile tech-
nologies changing the banking 
landscape, Vattanac Bank is 
venturing into the digital space 
to provide even more efficient 
services to its growing clientele 
– both far and near. 

“Mobile banking is an es-
sential service in cambodia 
now, and many customers are 
embracing it. Mobile banking 
will be a key product for us.

“Our bank has been review-
ing customers’ needs, and the 
situation today necessitates the 
need for cashless transactions 
and more efficient ways of 
conducting transactions without 
customers going to the bank. So 
we recognise that digital bank-
ing is gaining importance.

“We can see that as we ex-
pand our operations, there is a 
need for such [mobile banking] 
services to compete effectively 
with other banks. We have 
received positive responses from 
our customers and this will help 
in our business growth, particu-
larly outside Phnom Penh as we 
expand,” said Vattanac Bank 
cEO chan Kok choy. 

the app, developed by the 
bank’s digital banking team, is 
designed to cater for all users, 
even non-tech savvy custom-
ers, and is built with an array of 
appealing and exciting easy-to-
navigate functions.

Several functions have been 
incorporated into the 
app, such as the 

viewing 
of account balances, seamless 
fund transfers, bill payments 
for Electricite du cambodge 
and Phnom Penh Water Supply, 
instant notifications and card 
management, as well as credit 
card statements and payments. 

It even caters 
for such basic func-

tions as mobile phone top-ups.
“this is where we take pride 

[as] it’s so easy and so safe. We 
took into consideration even the 
smallest things when designing 
the app. 

“One important feature is 
cash transfers, with the app 
very personalised for users, 

which is also in line with Vat-
tanac Bank’s motto – ‘Your 
Personal Bank’,” chan said. 

the bank has not compro-
mised on security features,  
he added. 

“Security is paramount to 
make sure your money is safe, 
and we have invested in a very 
secure app. 

“It has undergone strict 
penetration testing and has ob-
tained certification from thales, 
an international technology 
company renowned for data 
security solutions. 

“While we are satisfied with 
the safety features, it is also 
important that it is easy to use 
and that the user experience 
must be good,” chan said. 

Stressing the need for a 
“balanced expansion approach”, 
chan said the bank has its 
sights firmly set on physical 
expansion as well as its digital 
payment technologies. 

“there is a need for a bal-
ance between mobile banking 
and having a physical presence 
in some provinces. Being a 
cambodian bank, our ambition 
is to have a presence all over 
the Kingdom. 

“Banking is not a short-term 
investment, and as a local bank 
this is our long term vision. We 
are here for the long haul, not 
the short term. We feel we are 
ready today – it is time for us to 
open more branches,” he said. 
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Vattanac Bank rolls out mobile 
app to power into digital race 

As well as the mobile app to further boost its banking services, the financial institution is expanding its physical presence. Vattanac Bank CEO Chan Kok Choy. 

The bank’s head office is located in the towering Vattanac Capital building in Phnom Phenh. 
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DINOSAURS loom in the imagination 
as forces of nature, but a new study that 
identifies the first known case of cancer 
in the creatures shows they suffered 
from the debilitating disease too.

A badly malformed Centrosaurus 
leg bone unearthed in the Alberta, 
Canada badlands in 1989 had origi-
nally been thought by palaeontolo-
gists to be a healed fracture.

But a fresh examination of the 
growth under a microscope and using 
a technique also employed in human 
cancer care determined it was actu-
ally a malignant tumour.

Study co-author Mark Crowther 
said: “The cancer discovery makes 
dinosaurs more real.

“We often think of them as mythical 
creatures, robust and stomping 
around, but [the diagnosis shows] 
they suffered from diseases just like 
people.”

The findings were published in the 
August issue of The Lancet Oncology.

Most cancers occur in soft tissues, 
which are not well-preserved in fossil 
records, noted Crowther, a dinosaur 
enthusiast and chair of McMaster Uni-
versity’s medical faculty in Canada.

He said: “Oddly enough, under a 
microscope, it looked a lot like human 
Osteosarcoma.

“It’s fascinating that this cancer 
existed tens of millions of years ago 
and still exists today.”

Osteosarcoma is an aggressive bone 
cancer that still afflicts about three out 
of one million people each year.

In this horned herbivore that lived 
76 million to 77 million years ago it 
had metastasised and likely hobbled 
the giant lizard, the researchers said 
in the study.

But neither late-stage cancer nor a 
predator looking to make a meal out 
of slow and weak prey is believed to 
have killed it.

Because its bones were discovered 
with more than 100 others from the 
same herd, the researchers said, it’s 
more likely they all died in a sudden 
disaster such as a flood, and that prior 
to this catastrophe the herd protected 
the lame dinosaur, extending its life.

Lead researchers Crowther and 
David Evans, curator of vertebrate 
palaeontology at the Royal Ontario 
Museum in Toronto, and their team 
sifted through hundreds of samples 
of abnormal bones at the Royal Tyrrell 
Museum in Drumheller, Alberta, to 
find the bone with a tumour, which is 
about the size of an apple.

The team also used high-resolution 
computed tomography (CT) scans, a 
multidisciplinary diagnostic tech-
nique used in human cancer care.

Crowther said dinosaurs would 
probably have been at higher risk of 
Osteosarcoma, which affects youths 
with fast-growing bones because they 
grew very quickly and big.

He said: “In terms of the biology of 
cancer . . . you often hear about envi-
ronmental, dietary and other causes 
of cancer. Finding a case from more 
than 75 million years ago you realise 
it’s just a part of life.

“You have an animal that surely 
wasn’t smoking [a leading cause of 
cancer in humans] and so it shows 
that cancer is not a recent invention 
and that it’s not exclusively linked to 
our environment.” AFP
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Emergency aid lands in Lebanon as 
world offers support, condolences
C

OUNTRIES dis-
patched emergen-
cy medical aid, field 
hospitals, rescue 

experts and tracking dogs 
to Lebanon on Wednesday 
as the world reacts swiftly to 
a vast Beirut explosion in a 
nation already close to eco-
nomic collapse.

The blast centred on the 
city’s port caused massive 
destruction and killed at least 
113 people, heaping misery 
on a country in crisis.

gulf states were among the 
first to respond, with Qatar 
sending mobile hospitals to 
ease pressure on Lebanon’s 
medical system, strained by 
the coronavirus pandemic.

A Qatari air force plane de-
livered hundreds of collaps-
ible beds, generators and 
burn sheets in the first of a 
convoy of flights to Beirut.

Kuwait also sent medical 
supplies as the Lebanese 
Red Cross said more than 
4,000 people were being 
treated for injuries after the 
explosion, which sent glass 
shards and debris flying.

A greek C-130 army trans-
port plane bearing a dozen 
rescuers landed at Beirut’s 
airport, itself damaged in 
the catastrophic blast.

Algeria said it would send 
four planes and a ship with 
humanitarian aid, medical 
teams, firefighters, supplies 
and construction materials.

Lebanon’s Prime Minister 
Hassan Diab has called on 
“friendly countries” to support 
a nation reeling from its worst 
economic crisis in decades as 
well as a coronavirus outbreak 
that has infected over 5,000 
people and killed 68.

As emergency crews 
hauled survivors from the 
rubble of demolished build-
ings, France said it was send-
ing search and rescue ex-

perts aboard three military 
planes loaded with a mobile 
clinic and tonnes of medical 
and sanitary supplies.

President Emmanuel Ma-
cron is set to travel to Leba-
non on Thursday, the first 
world leader to do so after 
the disaster, as France seeks 
to swiftly push reconstruc-
tion in its former colony.

“France is at the side of 
Lebanon. Always,” Macron 
tweeted in Arabic.

Prosecutors in France also 
opened an investigation into 
the blast, which wounded 21 
French citizens.

Britain’s Queen Elizabeth 
II sent a message to the pres-
ident of Lebanon, saying she 
was “deeply saddened” by 
the blast.

US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo, in a phone call with 
Diab, offered Washington’s 
assistance and stressed “our 
solidarity with and support for 
the Lebanese people as they 
strive for the dignity, prosper-
ity and security they deserve”.

Cyprus, parts of which felt 
the blast roughly 240km, said 
it was sending eight police 
tracking dogs and their han-
dlers aboard two helicopters.

From Europe, authorities 
in the Netherlands, Czech 
Republic and Poland offered 
an array of assistance includ-
ing doctors, police and fire-
fighters, together with rescue 
experts and sniffer dogs.

Italy said it had sent 14 
firefighters specialised in as-
sessing chemical risks and 

damaged structures to pro-
vide technical support.

President Hassan Rou-
hani of Iran, itself battling 
the Middle East’s deadliest 
coronavirus outbreak, said 
Tehran stood “ready to offer 
medical and medicinal aid 
and help treat the injured”.

The World Health Organisa-
tion said it was sending trauma 
and surgical kits from its Dubai 
base after the “shocking event” 
that comes at a “particularly 
difficult time in Lebanon”.

“Many hospitals are over-
whelmed with casualties 
and people are still looking 
for the injured and the dead, 
so it’s a very sad day,” said 
the UN agency’s emergen-
cies director Michael Ryan.

In a statement, the World 

Bank group said it “stands 
ready to deploy its expertise to 
undertake rapid damage and 
needs assessment and to de-
velop a reconstruction plan as 
per international standards”.

Unusually, neighbouring Is-
rael offered humanitarian aid 
– to a country with which it is 
still technically at war – via in-
ternational intermediaries.

In the coastal city of Tel 
Aviv, Lebanon’s flag was pro-
jected onto the city hall on 
Wednesday evening.

US President Donald Trump, 
who said the explosions looked 
like “a terrible attack”, without 
giving any evidence, said: “Our 
prayers go out to all the vic-
tims and their families . . . The 
United States stands ready to 
assist Lebanon.” AFP

Intensive farming ‘heightens pandemic risk’
INTENSIVE farming makes future 
pandemics such as Covid-19 more 
likely as wild animals carrying dis-
eases known to infect humans are 
forced into increasingly close contact 
with us, a research report showed on 
Wednesday.

Writing in the journal Nature, a team 
of researchers from University College 
London (UCL) warned that animal 
pathogens are increasingly likely to 
make the leap to humans as land-use 
changes benefit animal hosts.

The UN estimates that three-quar-
ters of land on Earth has been severe-
ly degraded by human activity since 
the start of the industrial era.

An insatiable surge in food con-
sumption means that one-third of all 
land and three-quarters of all fresh-
water is given over to agriculture.

Land used for farming is expanding 
every year, often to the detriment of 

natural havens such as forests, home 
to wild animals that carry numerous 
diseases from which humans can fall 
ill.

The UCL team looked at more than 
6,800 ecological communities from six 
continents and found that animals 
known to carry pathogens – such as 
bats, rodents and birds – are more 
common in landscapes intensively 
used by humans.

They said their findings show a clear 
need to change how we exploit land 
in order to reduce the risk of future 
pandemics.

Rory gibb, from UCL’s Centre for 
Biodiversity and Environment 
Research, said: “The way humans 
change landscapes across the world, 
from natural forest to farmland, has 
consistent impacts on many wild ani-
mal species, causing some to decline 
while others persist or increase.

“Our findings show that the animals 
that remain in more human-dominat-
ed environments are those that are 
more likely to carry infectious dis-
eases that can make people sick.”

More than half of agricultural land 
increase is being carved out of Earth’s 
forests, according to the UN’s biodi-
versity panel.

Covid-19, which has infected more 
than 18 million people and killed 
more than 700,000, is almost certain 
to have originated in animals before 
passing to and spreading among 
humans.

The novel coronavirus is just one of 
several deadly viruses that have made 
the leap from animals, which carry 
thousands of types of microbes that 
may be harmful to humans.

And as the disease reservoir gets 
squeezed ever tighter, the risk of leaks 
rises.

Research co-author Kate Jones said 
the findings showed how govern-
ments should view agriculture and 
food supply as intrinsically linked to 
human health.

She said: “As agricultural and urban 
lands are predicted to continue 
expanding, we should be strengthen-
ing disease surveillance and health-
care provision in those areas that are 
undergoing a lot of land distur-
bance.”

David Redding, also a UCL co-au-
thor, said he hoped the research would 
change the way people think about 
sacrificing nature for food.

He said: “I think it is important that 
we make a strong and persistent link 
between economically driven [often 
from Western markets] land-use 
change and indirect costs to local and 
global human populations, such as 
zoonotic disease outbreaks.” AFP

Dinosaurs got 
cancer too, 
new research 
report reveals

Gulf states were among the first to respond, with Qatar sending mobile hospitals to ease pressure on Lebanon’s medical system, strained by 
the coronavirus pandemic. AFP



Thailand mulls 
plan to entice 
expats to travel

THAILAND’S Ministry of 
Tourism and Sports aims to 
introduce travel packages to 

lure some two million expatriates in 
the country to travel locally.

The move aims to boost domestic 
tourism, with price promotions for 
accommodations and attractions 
equal to those offered to Thai tou-
rists, Minister Phiphat Ratchakitpra-
karn said on Wednesday.

Phiphat said because of the 
present Covid-19 situation, foreign 
tourists were unable to visit the 
country, “so we decided to stimulate 
domestic tourism through foreign 
expatriates in our country”.

The ministry will also discuss 
with the prime minister the need to 
reduce ticket prices for expatriates 
who visit various attractions and 
national parks.

The Tourism Authority of Thailand 
(TAT) expects the tourism sector to 
benefit to the tune of 10 billion baht 
($320 million) from the expatriate 
travel package.

Governor Yuthasak Supasorn said 
TAT would issue special cards to 
expatriates to show at accommo-
dations and attractions so they can 
avail of discounted prices.

Yuthasak also said that TAT aimed 
to increase revenue generated in the 
tourism industry this quarter.

The ministry reported that 6.7 
million foreign tourists visited 
Thailand in the first half of the year 
– a decrease of 66 per cent com-
pared to the same period last year. 
Cambodians accounted for 165,019. 
THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Just south of Cambodia’s 
Prey Veng and svay Rieng 
provinces, Vietnam’s Long an 
province and neighbouring 
Ho Chi Minh City have agreed 
to develop 23 transport works 
to enhance traffic connections 
between the two localities.

Long an provincial Depart-
ment of transport deputy 
director Nguyen Hoai trung 
said the city and provincial 
people’s committees earlier 
this week assigned its respec-
tive departments of transport 
to quickly complete legal pro-
cedures for the projects. 

the construction projects are 
expected to begin next year.

seven urgent works that 
will start first are expected to 
better serve travel needs and 
goods transport, ensure traffic 
safety and reduce pressure on 
National Highway 1a.

Of the seven, four routes will 
be upgraded and expanded 
with funds from the state 
budget under the medium-
term spending plan from 2021 
to 2025.

they include Nguyen Van 
Bua street in Ho Chi Minh 
City’s Hoc Mon district, con-
necting Provincial Road 824 
in Long an’s Duc Hoa district, 
with an estimated cost of 2.8 
trillion dong ($120 million). 

Le Van Luong street in the 
city’s Nha Be district will link 
with Provincial Road 826C in 
Long an’s Can giuoc district at 
a cost of one trillion dong.

about 5.1 trillion dong will 

be used for Long Hau street in 
the city’s Nha Be district and 
Provincial Road 826E in Long 
an’s Can giuoc District.

an upgrade and expansion 
will also take place on Na-
tional Highway 50 on a section 
extending from the city’s Binh 
Chanh district to Long an’s 
Can giuoc District.

the two localities also 
agreed to build an 8.6km par-
allel road to National Highway 
50, with an estimated cost of 
4.3 trillion dong. 

Long an will build a new 
7.5km route in Duc Hoa dis-
trict that connects with north-
west Ho Chi Minh City from 
Nguyen thi tu and Vinh Loc 
streets in the city’s Binh Chanh 
district to Duc Hoa District, at 
a cost of 6.4 trillion dong.

Ho Chi Minh City plans to 
spend 3.3 trillion dong to link 
the city’s Vo Van Kiet street 
with provincial roads 822, 823, 
823B and 825 in Long an’s Duc 
Hoa district.

Long an is situated in an 
advantageous location in the 
southern Key Economic Re-
gion, serving as a bridge be-
tween Ho Chi Minh City and 
the Mekong Delta’s 12 prov-
inces and one city, as well as 
Cambodia.

It borders Prey Veng prov-
ince’s Kampong trabek dis-
trict and svay Rieng province’s 
svay Chrum, Kampong Ro and 
Chantrea districts and Bavet 
town in the Kingdom. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

New roads to connect 
HCMC with Long an

tycoon charged in singapore
I

NDONEsIaN tycoon and 
CEO of singapore-listed 
offshore and marine 
company Kingsing Ener-

gy group Ltd (Ks Energy) Kris 
taenar Wiluan was slapped on 
Wednesday with 112 charges 
concerning violations of sec-
tion 197 of singapore’s secu-
rities and Futures act, which 
deals with false trading and 
market-rigging transactions.

Kris, also founder of Indo-
nesia’s Citramas group, was 
accused of instructing his 
employee, Ho Chee Yen, to 
instruct a trading represen-
tative from CIMB securities 
(singapore) Pte Ltd to execute 
trades in the shares of Ks En-
ergy through the trading ac-
count of Pacific One Energy 
Ltd – a company controlled 
by Kris – on various occasions 
between December 2014 and 
september 2016, to “push up” 
the share price of the main-
board-listed company.

For her alleged role, Ho, 56, 
faces 92 counts of violating the 
securities and Futures act.

If convicted, offenders can 
be jailed for up to seven years 
and fined a maximum of 
s$250,000 (us$180,000).

Kris, 71, who was ranked 
Indonesia’s 40th richest man 
by Forbes in 2009 with a per-
sonal net worth of $240 mil-
lion, was also accused of in-
structing Ngin Kim Choo, a 
CIMB securities trading rep-
resentative servicing the trad-
ing account of Pacific One, to 
execute trades in Ks Energy’s 

shares, “with a purpose to 
push up” its prices, on several 
occasions between May and 
July 2016, and in June 2015.

Ho was accused of “abetting 
by intentionally aiding” Kris by 
relaying his instructions to Ngin 
and Yeo Jin Lui, another trader 
with CIMB securities, to exe-
cute trades in Ks Energy shares, 
between December 2014 and 
september 2016, through Pacif-
ic One’s trading account “with a 
purpose to push up the price of 
the securities”.

Represented by senior Coun-
sel Jimmy Yim and Mahesh Rai 
of Drew & Napier LLC, Kris is 

out on court bail of s$250,000. 
Ho, who is represented by Chia 
Kok seng of KsCgP Juris LLP, is 
out on court bail of s$70,000. 
Both have also surrendered 
their passports.

In 2017, Kris and his son 
Richard James Wiluan were in-
terviewed by the Commercial 
affairs Department (CaD) in 
its investigations into the po-
tential contravention of sec-
tion 197 of the securities and 
Futures act. at the time, Kris 
posted police bail and was 
released after his interview 
while Richard was released 
without requiring bail.

the company told the singa-
pore Exchange (sgX) in april 
2017 that: “Both have informed 
the board that they have and 
will continue to cooperate fully 
in the investigations, includ-
ing granting access to all their 
electronic data, It equipment 
and data storage devices from 
January 2015.”

Ks Energy added that it has not 
been approached by the CaD 
regarding its investigations.

shares of Ks Energy, currently 
on sgX’s watch-list, closed flat 
at 1.6 singapore cents (1.2 us 
cents) on Wednesday. THE STRAITS 

TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Indonesian tycoon Kris Taenar Wiluan has been hit with 112 charges concerning violations of Section 197 of 
Singapore’s Securities and Futures Act, which deals with false trading and market-rigging transactions. 
THE STRAITS TIMES

aFD, Eu strive to preserve Lao biodiversity
tHE Eu in cooperation with 
agence Francaise de Devel-
oppement (aFD) in Laos has 
agreed to provide €6.5 mil-
lion ($7.7 million) in support 
to protect biodiversity and 
implement integrated man-
agement of biodiversity-rich 
areas in Laos.

this project is being 
implemented by the NgO 
Wildlife Conservation so-
ciety (WCs) and financed 
thanks to a €5 million grant 
from the Eu and a €1.5 mil-
lion grant from aFD.

the initiative will imple-
ment integrated manage-
ment of three biodiversity-
rich areas comprising Nam 
Et Phou Louey National 
Park, Huaphan province, 
parts of Borikhamsay prov-
ince and the Xe Champhone 
Ramsar wetland in savan-
nakhet.

the agreement was signed 
at the Residence of France 
recently by Eu ambassador 
to Laos Leo Faber and aFD 
director for Laos Matthieu 
Bommier, with French am-
bassador to Laos Florence 
Jeanblanc-Risler in atten-
dance.

the ceremony was wit-
nessed by the Ministry of 
agriculture and Forestry’s 
Department of Planning 
and Finance deputy direc-
tor-general Dr Phommy 
Inthachack and the minis-
try’s Department of Forestry 
deputy director-general 
santhong southammakoth.

Bommier remarked that 
“the protection of biodiver-
sity is a priority for aFD, par-
ticularly given the COP15 
meeting [15th meeting of 
the Conference of the Par-
ties] on biodiversity sched-
uled to take place in Kun-
ming in early 2021”.

Further cooperation be-
tween the Eu, aFD, WCs and 
the Lao authorities was in 
the interests of people and 
the environment, he said.

He noted that aFD has 
been financing a biodiver-
sity protection project in the 
Nam Kading National Pro-

tected area since the end of 
2018.

Last year, aFD and the 
Eu decided to extend their 
support to new areas distin-
guished by the richness of 
their biodiversity – Nam Et-
Phou Louey National Park 
and Xe Champhone Ramsar 
wetland, he said.

He added that the proj-
ect’s objectives include im-
plementing an integrated 
landscape approach with 
communities and public ad-
ministrations, but also sup-
porting communities and 
farmers in their empower-

ment through the develop-
ment of biodiversity con-
servation enterprises and 
involving the private sector 
in mitigating the social and 
environmental impacts of 
major investments and in-
frastructure projects.

Work will be carried out 
in parallel with local and 
central authorities to feed 
into national policies and 
strengthen the governance 
of protected areas in Laos, 
he said.

the Eu ambassador said 
Laos is home to some world-
class rainforests, with excep-

tional biodiversity, includ-
ing hundreds of threatened 
species, making the country 
an evolutionary hotspot of 
diversity.

Faber added that Laos also 
boasts unique and globally 
significant biodiversity; the 
greater annamites has the 
highest concentration of 
endemic species for a con-
tinental area in the world 
and is ranked as one of the 
world’s 200 most important 
bioregions.

the establishment of Laos’ 
protected area system in the 
1990s strongly represents 
the country’s unique bioge-
ography, he said.

the network of Nation-
al Protected areas covers 
roughly 15 per cent of the 
country’s total land area, he 
said. Despite this extensive 
network of protected areas, 
the country’s forest estate 
and biodiversity have been 
strongly affected by human 
activities.

to promote better manage-
ment of protected areas and 
secure the countries unique 
natural capital, he said, it is 
essential to develop techni-
cal, institutional and finan-
cial models that enable the 
enforcement of regulations, 
empower local communities 
to better steward natural re-
sources, and engage private 
companies in green business 
practices that leverage con-
servation financing. VIENTIANE 

TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The initiative to protect biodiversity in Laos is being implemented by the WCS and financed thanks to a 
€5 million grant from the EU and a €1.5 million grant from AFD. DELEGATION Of THE EuROPEAN uNION TO THE 
LAO PDR
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Opinion

W
HILE the Covid-19 pan-
demic rages, more than 
100 low- and middle-in-
come countries will still 

have to pay a combined $130 billion 
in debt service this year – around half 
of which is owed to private creditors. 
With much economic activity sus-
pended and fiscal revenues in free 
fall, many countries will be forced to 
default. Others will cobble together 
scarce resources to pay creditors, cut-
ting back on much-needed health 
and social expenditures. still others 
will resort to additional borrowing, 
kicking the proverbial can down the 
road, seemingly easier now because 
of the flood of liquidity from central 
banks around the world.

From Latin america’s lost decade in 
the 1980s to the more recent greek 
crisis, there are plenty of painful 
reminders of what happens when 
countries cannot service their debts. 
a global debt crisis today will push 
millions of people into unemploy-
ment and fuel instability and vio-
lence around the world.

this nightmare scenario is avoidable 
if we act now. the origins of today’s 
looming debt crisis are easy to under-
stand. Owing to quantitative easing, the 
public debt (mostly sovereign bonds) of 
low- and middle-income countries has 
more than tripled since the 2008 global 
financial crisis. sovereign bonds are 
riskier than “official” debt from multilat-
eral institutions and developed-country 
aid agencies because creditors can 
dump them on a whim, triggering a 
sharp currency depreciation and other 
far-reaching economic disruptions.

Back in June 2013, we worried that 
“shortsighted financial markets, 
working with shortsighted govern-
ments”, were “laying the groundwork 
for the world’s next debt crisis”. Now, 
the day of reckoning has come. this 
past March, the uN called for debt 
relief for the world’s least-developed 
countries. several group of 20 coun-
tries and the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) have suspended debt 
service for the year, and have called 
upon private creditors to follow suit.

unsurprisingly, these calls have fall-
en on deaf ears. the newly formed 
africa Private Creditor Working group, 
for example, has already rejected the 
idea of modest but broad-based debt 
relief for poor countries. as a result, 
much, if not most, of the benefits of 
debt relief from official creditors will 
accrue to the private creditors who are 

unwilling to provide any debt relief.
the upshot is that taxpayers in 

creditor countries will once again 
end up bailing out excessive risk tak-
ing and imprudent lending by private 
actors. the only way to avoid this is 
to have a comprehensive debt stand-
still that includes private creditors. 
But without strong action from the 
countries in which debt contracts are 
written, private creditors are unlikely 
to accept such an arrangement. 
these governments therefore must 
invoke the doctrines of necessity and 
force majeure to enforce comprehen-
sive standstills on debt service.

Sovereign-debt buybacks
But standstills will not solve the sys-

temic problem of excessive indebted-
ness. For that, we urgently need deep 
debt restructuring. History shows that 
for many countries, a restructuring 
that is too little, too late merely sets 
the stage for another crisis.

More often than not, an inadequate 
restructuring is followed by another 
restructuring within five years, with 
enormous suffering on the part of 
those in the debtor country. Even 
creditors lose, over the long run.

Fortunately, there is an underused 
alternative: voluntary sovereign-debt 
buybacks. Debt buybacks are wide-
spread in the corporate world, and 

have proved effective both in Latin 
america in the 1990s and, more 
recently, in the greek context. and 
they have the advantage of avoiding 
the harsh terms that typically come 
with debt swaps.

a buyback programme’s principal 
objective would be to reduce debt 
burdens by securing significant dis-
counts (haircuts) on the face value of 
sovereign bonds, and by minimising 
exposure to risky private creditors. 
But a buyback programme could also 
be designed to advance health and 
climate goals, by requiring that the 
beneficiaries spend the money that 
otherwise would have gone to debt 
service on creating public goods.

as we explain in a recent proposal, 
a multilateral buyback facility could 
be managed by the IMF, which can 
use already available resources, its 
New arrangements to Borrow func-
tion, and supplemental funds from a 
global consortium of countries and 
multilateral institutions.

In the long term, a predictable, 
rules-based debt-restructuring mech-
anism, modelled after the us’ munici-
pal bankruptcy legislation (“Chapter 
9”) is needed. that would be in keep-
ing with the recommendations of the 
post-2008 uN Commission of Experts 
on Reforms of the International Mon-
etary and Financial system.

the usual objection to such proposals 
is that they would destroy the interna-
tional capital market. But experience 
shows otherwise. One can’t squeeze 
water from a stone. there will be 
restructuring – the only question is 
whether it will be orderly. Our proposals 
would aid in achieving this objective, 
and thus strengthen capital markets.

ultimately, though, our concern 
should not be with the health of capi-
tal markets, but with the welfare of 
people in developing and emerging-
market countries. there is an urgent 
need for debt relief now, in the midst 
of the pandemic. It has to be compre-
hensive – including private creditors 
– and more than just a stay of debt. 
We have the tools to do it. We only 
need the political will. 

oseph E stiglitz, a Nobel laureate in 
economics and university professor 
at Columbia university, is chief econ-
omist at the Roosevelt Institute and a 
former senior vice-president and 
chief economist of the World Bank. 
the jakarta post/asia news network

How to prevent the looming  
sovereign-debt crisis

A man walks past the he National Debt Clock in New York City last year. A global debt crisis today will push millions of people into  
unemployment and fuel instability and violence around the world. afp

Joseph E Stiglitz, a Nobel laureate in economics 
and university professor at Columbia University, 
is chief economist at the Roosevelt Institute and a 
former senior vice-president and chief economist 
of the World Bank.
Hamid Rashid is chief of Global Economic 
Monitoring at the UN Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs.

Opinion
Joseph E Stiglitz and Hamid Rashid
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Rustic touches, 
blast from the 
past: Cafe1967 
serves up style  
Roth Sochieata

a
s the rollercoaster 
year of 2020 contin-
ues to disrupt lives 
the world over, it’s 

nice to know that one can still 
relax and enjoy a nice drink 
at a cosy cafe that takes you 
back to the 1960s.

Cafe 1967 on street 134 of-
fers classic vibes and decora-
tions that might be unique for 
youngsters but nostalgic for 
the older crowds.

the cafe’s street-side sign 
shows a woman resembling 
legendary 60s Cambodian sing-
er, Ros sereysothea, holding up 
a steaming hot cup of coffee.

It caught the attention of 
a recent satisfied customer 
who was cruising by on his 
trusty Honda C100, a classic 
bike made in 1964 that looked 
right at home parked in front 
of the cafe.

the brown faux stain marks 
on the vintage red and white 
chequerboard floor give the 
cafe character, evoking a sense 
of the past gone by. the walls 
are a mix of brick and modern-
istic tiles imprinted with alter-
nating geometric patterns.

Old rotary telephones and 
a traditional wooden Khmer 
chessboard invite patrons to 
take an old-fashioned selfie 
or indulge in a game before 
drinks arrive.

Mean Pitou, the owner of 
Cafe 1967, started out with 
a coffee cart in september 
2019. thanks to the rich taste 
of his coffee, he became suc-
cessful enough to open the 
sit-in cafe in May.

the 29 year-old-owner and 
former Institute of Foreign 
Languages student says his 
inspiration for the retro theme 
of the cafe came from hearing 
blissful stories of Cambodia 
in the 1960s.

He was so moved by the sto-
ries that he felt an urge to rec-
reate them. He hopes people 
in his cafe can communicate 
with each other with the same 
love and respect people held 
for each other in the 60s.

“I truly cherish all the tra-
ditional and Khmer cultures 
back in the old days. I have 
heard lots of good stories from 
my grandfather since I was lit-
tle. I also did further research 
on the subject. I am thrilled 
to see how people were so re-
spectful and helpful towards 
one another,” Pitou says.

He says he wanted to de-
liver that feeling to the young 
Khmer generation of today. 
the year 1967 doesn’t hold 
any special significance for 
Pitou. He chose to name his 

business Cafe 1967 because 
he believes seven is a lucky 
number.

Before opening the cafe, he 
ran several businesses with-
out much success. the two 
that survived are his cafe and 
his beekeeping business.

Pitou says he and the cafe’s 
co-founder trained for almost 
a year before they opened.

“It wasn’t easy for us. We 
spent a year training and test-
ing coffee every day until we 
became sick. I’m not a coffee 
person at all and had to make 
so much effort to overcome it.”

after an intense year, he 
now says his cafe offers exclu-
sive flavours which resulted 
from tinkering with different 
formulas.

“Everything we use here is or-
ganic. [Our] coffee comes from 
a few different areas in south 
america. the honey is 100% 
pure from our own beekeeping 
business in Pailin and prices 
are affordable,” says Pitou.

the most popular drinks are 
the Cafe au Lait, Honey Pas-
sion tea and Honey Coffee.

Cafe au Lait is a French-
inspired drink made of cof-
fee and condensed milk. the 
smooth aftertaste and rich 
aromas linger in the mouth 
long after the last sip. 

Honey Passion tea is made 
with organic ingredients and 
sweetened naturally with 
honey. Pitou says the drink 
improves kidney functions.

the Honey Coffee’s unique 
taste has gained a small fol-
lowing and Pitou claims it can 
help regulate blood pressure.

Drinks cost between 5,000 
riel ($1.25) to 8,000 riel each. 

“additionally, we have Cam-
bodian sandwiches, called 
‘nom pang sach’ in Khmer, 
which also popular among 
our customers.”

Pitou says the sandwiches 
contain minced pork, satay 

and butter served on a half-
baguette.

He estimates his customers 
are 90 per cent locals and 10 
per cent foreigners and says 
many of them have support-
ed him since his days man-
ning the coffee cart.

the cafe was organised to take 
advantage of fresh air, and clas-
sic songs from the past com-
bined with chatter and laughter 

to bring the cafe to life. 
“We have customers who tell 

us that when they’re here, they 
feel like they are dwelling in 
that classic vibe. One customer 
even rides his old motorcycle 
from 1964 to come to our cafe.

“Recently, I hired my grand-
father who is already 82 years 
old as my brand ambassador. 
He is very supportive and can 
always be found in the cafe,” 

Pitou says of Dr Chheng srea, 
the dean of the dentistry fac-
ulty of science at the univer-
sity of Health sciences.

Pitou says two factors make 
his cafe stand out.

“One is quality without ex-
ception. By this I mean the 
ingredients we use will always 
remain the same quality. If 
there are days we are told that 
the coffee is not so good, we 

immediately change it. We’re 
not thinking about how to 
earn more profit by lessening 
our ingredients or anything.

“One more thing is this quote 
that we apply in the cafe: ‘En-
tering as a guest, going out as 
a family.’ When they’re in for 
the first time, they don’t re-
ally know me but as we start 
to talk, we create a bond and 
make them feel like we are all 
one family.” Pitou says. 

a strong advocate for pro-
tecting the environment, 
Pitou says he is looking for a 
supplier to find an alternative 
to plastic cups. He offers a 500 
riel discount to any customer 
who brings their own cup. 

“It is not much, but I want 
to help build a habit in people 
to not just throw away all the 
plastic they use. I hope in the 
future others will also have 
the same idea to help the en-
vironment as well.

“Now I have one customer 
who always brings their cup 
to me and I am happy that 
I can see this kind of habit 
starting,” Pitou says.

Cafe 1967 is open from 7am to 
7pm and is located at No 91E0, 
street 134, Mittapheap com-
mune, Prampi Makara district, 
Phnom Penh. Deliveries are 
available through Nham24.

Cafe 1967 brand ambassador Dr Chheng Srea, 82, can often be found enjoying a cup of coffee at his grandson’s nostalgic cafe. supplied

The cafe is an homage to the past with rustic touches, classic music and a warm atmosphere. Yousos ApdoulrAshim

Revisiting the past isn’t expensive as drinks cost between $1.25 and $2. Yousos ApdoulrAshim The Honey Coffee, Cafe au Lait and Honey Passion Tea are hot sellers. Yousos ApdoulrAshim
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Hemingway’s nickname
  5 Fourth-down option
  9 ___-Saxon
 14 Contents of Pandora’s box
 15 From a distance
 16 One who won’t settle down
 17 Have no chance at winning
 20 “Peter, Peter, pumpkin ___”
 21 Mother-of-pearl sources
 22 Buddy and binary
 25 “___ Maria”
 26 Little ___ (Manhattan 

neighborhood)
 28 Says further
 32 Having star potential
 37 Advance warning
 38 Revenge or tennis, for example
 41 Ark measure
 42 Kind of view
 43 Type of pattern or pilot
 44 Sharp mountain ridge
 46 One thing to do at Sundance
 47 Winter warmer
 53 Remove from the action
 58 One pointing at a target

 59 Living dangerously
 62 Broadcast
 63 Grown-up grigs
 64 Big splash aftermath?
 65 Clergyman’s abode
 66 Rain unit
 67 Crash prelude
DOWN
  1 Some organ features
  2 Quell, as concerns
  3 Property maps
  4 Up until this point
  5 Sidekick
  6 Ship not associated with 7-Down
  7 Org. in “From the Earth to  

the Moon”
  8 Like a war dance
  9 Camera viewpoint
 10 Failure for 7-Down
 11 FBI operative
 12 Type of duck or excuse
 13 Rapturous rhymes
 18 Word before “so!” and “not!”
 19 The Midshipmen
 23 Knuckleball catcher
 24 Beefy dish
 27 Pueblo building material

 28 Swiss heights
 29 Printer’s notation
 30 Cart for heavy loads
 31 Eyelid woe
 32 Knowing when to be silent, e.g.
 33 Chills and fever
 34 Where many cultures thrive
 35 Broadcast, as radio waves
 36 Monarch catcher
 37 Common connection
 39 Commend, as for outstanding 

service
 40 Field of expertise
 44 Sharing a family tree
 45 Like a raccoon’s tail
 46 Water park chute
 48 “Go, team!”
 49 Annoys
 50 Open Eskimo boat
 51 Atom-splitting Nobelist
 52 Unshackled
 53 Unwanted email
 54 Trojan princess of opera
 55 “Dagnabbit!”
 56 “The windows to the soul”
 57 Fancy-schmacy jug
 60 U.N. workers’ grp.
 61 Dosage amt.

“NOT WORKING” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

Bulgaria’s once-bustling Black Sea beaches sit mostly empty as the tourism sector, which accounts for 
roughly 12 per cent of the economy of the EU’s poorest country, has collapsed. AFP

‘W
E need at 
least 100 
c h a r t e r 
flights a 

day,” says Plamen Kopchev, 
head of the hotel owners’ as-
sociation in Bulgaria’s mam-
moth Black sea resort of sun-
ny Beach, laid waste by the 
coronavirus pandemic.

But the trouble is, only a 
fraction of those flights have 
been arriving, a disaster for 
a resort Kopchev explains “is 
made for mass tourism” – a 
model that some Bulgarians 
have long been questioning 
and which now lies in tatters.

Bulgaria is the poorest 
country in the European 
union and will be dealt a body 
blow by the virtual collapse of 
its tourism sector, which ac-
counts for 12 per cent of an-
nual economic output.

Initially, Bulgaria managed 
to control its infection num-
bers but after easing its lock-
down comparatively early, it 
has found itself in the midst 
of a fresh spike.

With more than 12,000 in-
fected and a peak of 330 new 
cases a day in late July, the 
country has been hit with 
travel restrictions from several 
western European countries.

British tourists who would 
normally be thronging the 
fine golden sands are no-
where to be seen, while the 
occasional Czech, Polish or 
Romanian family scurries to 
the beach through the de-
serted alleys or enjoy having a 
hotel pool to themselves.

Rows and rows of sunbeds 
and umbrellas lie empty while 
hawkers selling inflatable 
flamingos and other beach 
must-haves wait idly by.

“Our turnover is down 90 
per cent from last year, there 
are simply no foreigners and 
Bulgarian visitors are few,” 
beach bar manager Nedelin 
Yankov, 37, told aFP.

“Our bar is open and that’s 

fine with us even if the hotel 
is only 15 per cent full,” said 
Czech teacher Lenka svobo-
dova, 35, who ventured on 
holiday with three friends.

‘Years of turbulence’
the government has tried 

to tackle the crisis by launch-
ing a campaign to encour-
age Bulgarians to holiday at 
home.

In addition, the tourism min-
istry decided to subsidise char-
ter flights and allow in tourists 
with a negative virus PCR test 
from several neighbouring 
non-Eu countries, as well as 
from Israel and Kuwait. 

But those efforts seem to 
have largely been in vain.

Figures from Burgas airport, 
which services sunny Beach, 
show a 98 per cent drop in 
charter flights in June, fol-
lowed by 87 per cent in July 
when fewer than 400 out of an 
expected 2,800 planes arrived. 

there is little hope the num-
bers will pick up for the rest of 
the season.

the collapse is unprec-
edented and “tragic” says 
Kopchev, adding: “None of us 
ever imagined anything like 
this could befall us.”

He says that of sunny 
Beach’s more than 150 ho-
tels, more than half have not 
opened and many of those 
that have may well have to 
close early.

“Mass tourism as we knew 
it probably won’t end but will 
go through years of turbu-
lence,” Kopchev said, citing 
an estimate from a german 
tour operator that visitor 
numbers at sunny Beach will 
likely only return to pre-virus 
2019 levels in 2022.

Last year, 9.3 million foreign 
tourists visited Bulgaria and 
the government had hoped 
for an increase this year.

Where are the Bulgarians?
the crisis may be hitting the 

economy but some say there 
may be some positives to take 
from it, especially those who 
have long been advocating a 
rethink of Bulgaria’s tourism 
model and the construction 
boom it has helped fuel.

Rampant construction all 
along the coast – even in pro-
tected nature reserves – has 
put off many Bulgarians from 
holidaying at home, despite 
the government’s efforts.

they have instead largely 
been heading to neighbour-
ing turkey and greece.

Even the long queues at the 
Kulata border crossing and 
the greek requirement for a 
recent negative coronavirus 
test have not deterred Bulgar-
ians from heading south.

“It’s a pity but our whole 
Black sea coast is dotted with 
bigger or smaller villas, ho-
tels and all kinds of buildings, 
many still under construc-
tion, others abandoned,” en-
vironmental activist Kremena 
Vateva, 38, told aFP.

In theory, construction is 
banned within 100m of the 
seashore outside urban areas 
but Vateva points to various 
loopholes that need closing in 
the legislation.

New construction work on a 
small beach bordering alepu 
marsh, a protected area south 
of Burgas, prompted Vateva 
to organise a series of protests 
this summer under the motto 
“sea without concrete”.

she is an optimist when it 
comes to the prospects for 
improving the country’s trea-
sured coast.

“It’s not too late yet,” Vateva 
says.

“the important thing is to 
. . . repair the damage that’s 
already been done and make 
so that no new outrageous 
things happen,” she adds.

Whether that can be made 
to fit with Bulgaria’s ambition 
to revive its tourism sector re-
mains to be seen. AFP

Bulgaria’s Black sea 
tourism – ‘sunny 
Beach’ to dark storms 



FABIO QUARTARARO will be eyeing a 
third straight MotoGP win at Brno on 
Sunday as reigning champion Marc 
Marquez is demoted to watching from 
the sidelines after undergoing surgery 
for the second time on his broken arm.

Quartararo, the 21-year-old French Ya-
maha rider who tops the MotoGP rank-
ings with 50 points from two races, has 
never reached the podium at Brno.

But his back-to-back wins at Jerez in July 
make him the man to watch on the 5.4km 
circuit in the Czech Republic’s second city.

Quartararo said: “Brno is a track that 
I really like. We know from last year that 
we can be fast there and that we have 
the performance, even if it is not the best 
place for our bike.

“There are a lot of great corners that 
make up the circuit but the last corner 
is one of the best. You have to go in with 
a lot of corner speed but also prepare to 
take the perfect line for the straight.

“It’s great to be going there after tak-
ing two wins and we’re looking at fight-
ing for the podium this weekend. Our 

expectations are high and I can’t wait!”
Quartararo leads the rankings 10 

points ahead of Yamaha factory team 
rider Maverick Vinales of Spain.

Italy’s Ducati rider Andrea Dovizioso, 
the Brno winner from 2018 and last 
year’s runner-up, is third.

Marquez, who took the 2019 honours 
at Brno before earning his sixth world 
championship title, broke his right arm 
in a heavy crash in the season opener at 
Jerez.

He underwent surgery and appeared 
to be ready for the second Jerez race a 
week later, but eventually pulled out af-
ter struggling to keep pace in qualifying.

The 27-year-old Spaniard had another 
operation on Monday and his Repsol 
Honda team said on Tuesday he would 
be replaced by German test rider Stefan 
Bradl at Brno.

The team said in a statement: “After 
undergoing a second operation on his 
injured right arm, Marc Marquez and 
HRC have decided that the world cham-
pion will not ride in the Czech Republic 
in order for him to recover more.”

Weather forecasters predict a hot, sun-
ny weekend for Brno.

The race will again be held without 
spectators because of the coronavirus 
pandemic which has wreaked havoc on 
this year’s MotoGP calendar, with only 
13 confirmed events for the season and 
all those outside Europe cancelled. 

Following this weekend’s stop in the 
Czech Republic, MotoGP will move on 
to neighbouring Austria for two races on 
August 16 and 23. afp

Fabio Quartararo (left) will be eyeing a third straight MotoGP win at the Czech Grand Prix on 
Sunday as reigning champion Marc Marquez is sidelined after surgery. afp

Quartararo eyes hat-trick in Brno
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D
UTCH cyclist Fabio Jako-
bsen was in a coma, fight-
ing for his life on Wednes-
day after he was thrown 

into and over a barrier at 80km/h in 
a sickening conclusion to the open-
ing stage of the Tour of Poland.

Footage showed 23-year-old Jako-
bsen, of the Deceuninck-Quick Step, 
racing elbow-to-elbow with fellow 
Dutchman Dylan Groenewegen of 
Jumbo-Visma as both men franti-
cally tussled in a tight sprint to the 
line in Katowice.

However, Jakobsen came off 
worst, somersaulting over the barri-
ers before colliding with a photogra-
pher after Groenewegen had veered 
suddenly to the right, squeezing his 
rival into the security wall.

“His condition is very serious. His 
life is directly threatened,” Tour of 
Poland doctor Barbara Jerschina 
told Polsat Sport.

“Unfortunately, it is a serious head 
and brain injury. He has lost a lot of 
blood.”

Governing body, the UCI said they 
strongly condemned the “dangerous 
behaviour” of Groenewegen.

Deceuninck-Quick Step team boss 
Patrick Lefevere described Groe-
newegen’s move as a “criminal act”.

Later on Wednesday, his condition 
was described by hospital officials 
as “serious” but “stabilised”.

“The patient was transported in se-
rious condition, he was placed in a 
cerebral coma. His condition has sta-
bilised. He has multiple injuries to his 
head and chest,” said Pawel Gruenpe-
ter, a neurologist at the hospital in Sos-
nowiec in the south of the country.

“He will be in an intensive care unit 

and will undergo craniofacial surgery. 
The intervention of specialists in jaw 
and plastic surgery will be necessary. 

“The time of the operation will de-
pend on the patient’s state of health,” 
he told TVP Sport television.

The incident comes a year to the day 
after the death of 22-year-old Belgian 
sprinter Bjorg Lambrecht, who died 
after falling and hitting a concrete 
structure on the 2019 Tour of Poland.

Groenewegen went on to win the 
stage but was later disqualified with 

the stricken Jakobsen declared the 
winner.

The UCI said it “strongly condemns 
the dangerous behaviour of Dylan 
Groenewegen [Jumbo-Visma], who 
sent Fabio Jakobsen [Deceuninck-
Quickstep] into the barriers a few 
metres from the finish, causing a 
collective crash at the end of the first 
stage of the Tour of Poland”.

‘Criminal act’
A statement added: “Groenewe-

gen was disqualified from the race 
by the commissaires’ panel.

“The UCI, which considers the be-
haviour unacceptable, immediately 
referred the matter to the disciplin-
ary commission to request the im-
position of sanctions commensurate 
with the seriousness of the facts.”

Patrick Lefevere, general manager 
of the Deceuninck-Quick Step team, 
tweeted: “I am going to court. These 
kinds of actions must be outside cy-
cling. It is a criminal act, sir.”

Jumbo-Visma, meanwhile, offered 
its “sincere apologies” for Groe-
newegen’s behaviour.

“Our hearts go out to Fabio Jakobsen 
and others involved in today’s terrible 
crash on the Tour of Poland,” they said.

“Accidents like these should not 
happen. We sincerely apologise and 
will discuss internally what happened 
before we make another statement.”

Others who crashed in the ensu-
ing pile-up included Marc Sarreau 
of Groupama-FDJ as competitors 
became entangled in a desperate 
bid to avoid each other as well as the 
debris from the destroyed barriers.

“Marc Sarreau suffers an impor-
tant trauma to the shoulder and also 
from multiple tearing of the liga-
ments. He is going to need further 
medical tests,” tweeted his team.

Damien Touze “remained con-
scious despite the fall. He is in hos-
pital for further examinations”, his 
Cofidis team tweeted.

The drama came at the end of the 
first stage, raced over 198km from 
Chorzow to Katowice in southern 
Poland.

Jakobsen is considered a rising star 
of the sprint in the peloton who made 
his name in 2019 with two stage wins 
on the Vuelta a Espana, one of the 
sport’s three Grand Tours.

Having turned professional in 2018 
with Patrick Lefevere’s Quick-Step 
team, Jakobsen donned the Dutch 
champion’s jersey in June last year. 

In last year’s Tour of Poland he was 
third on the opening stage.

Groenewegen, 27, is a four-time 
stage winner on the Tour de France, 
including the final stage in 2017 on 
the Champs Elysees in Paris. afp

Jakobsen in coma after Tour of Poland crash

Dutch cyclist Fabio Jakobsen was in a coma after he was thrown into and over a wall at 80km/h at the Tour of Poland. afp

Three-time Grand Slam winner Andy Murray is among four players 
handed a wild card for the Western & Southern Open. afp

THREE-TIME Grand Slam 
winner Andy Murray is among 
four players handed wild 
cards for this month’s relocat-
ed Western & Southern Open, 
organisers said on Monday.

Former Wimbledon and 
US Open champion Murray 
was given a slot alongside US 
players Tommy Paul, Tennys 
Sandgren and Frances Tiafoe 
for the event, a warm-up for 
the Grand Slam in New York 
which begins on August 31.

The Western & Southern 
Open is normally staged in 
Cincinnati but was moved to 
New York as a one-off in order 
to minimise Covid-19 risks for 
players travelling to compete 

at Flushing Meadows.
Murray was a winner in 

Cincinnati in 2008 and 2011, 
making him one of six former 
winners entered in this year’s 
tournament alongside Daniil 
Medvedev, Novak Djokovic, 
Grigor Dimitrov, Marin Cilic 
and Rafael Nadal.

It will be Murray’s first ATP 
Tour appearance of 2020. The 
33-year-old Scot has twice 
had hip operations and has 
not played an official tour 
match since the Davis Cup 
last year.

The tournament takes place 
from August 20-28 at the USTA 
Billie Jean King National Ten-
nis Center in New York. afp

Murray to play NYC 
US Open warm-up
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