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Niem Chheng

R
ONG Chhun’s lawyers plan 
to file two appeals this week 
against a ruling to detain 
the Cambodian Confedera-

tion of Unions president. Bail is also 
being requested.

More than 140 civil society organisa-
tions and communities also released 
a joint statement asking that charges 
be dropped and Chhun released.

Chhun was arrested last Friday on 
charges of incitement to cause seri-
ous disorder to social security and 
spreading fake news after he posted 
on Facebook about land violations 
in Cambodia coming from across 
the Vietnam border. 

“The facts of the judge who ruled to 
detain him are not in line with Arti-
cles 203, 204 and 205 of the Criminal 
Code.  My client Rong Chhun is fit for 
the Phnom Penh Municipal Court to 

release him on bail temporarily.
“The charges have nothing to do 

with incitement because Chhun went 
to visit the border. He made a state-
ment highlighting his findings when 
he went to inspect the border.

“On all of these points, the deten-
tion is unjust and incorrect. Therefore 
we ask the Appeal Court to review the 
ruling,” his lawyer Sam Sokong said.

The court on Saturday ruled to place 
Chhun in pre-trial detention on charg-

es of “incitement to commit a felony or 
cause social unrest” under articles 494 
and 495 of the Criminal Code. 

Chhun was arrested after he went 
to meet with residents in Tbong Kh-
mum province’s Trapaing Phlong 
commune in Ponhea Kraek district. A 
resident claimed Cambodia had lost 
land to Vietnam and the Vietnamese 
authorities had pushed residents

Sanofi hit 
with charge 
over birth 
defects case

Union leader Chhun to 
appeal arrest, detention

FRENCH prosecutors have indict-
ed pharmaceutical giant Sanofi for 
manslaughter over birth defects 
linked to an epilepsy drug, in a 
long-running case that has also 
seen it charged with fraud.

The company said on Monday 
that the charges relate to the drug 
valproate, marketed as Depakine 
among other trade names, which 
studies say has caused disabilities 
in about 15,000-30,000 children 
whose mothers took the medicine 
while pregnant.

On the market since 1967, the 
drug is used to treat epilepsy, 
migraines and bipolar disorder.

But research found that when 
pregnant women took the drug, 
their children had an elevated risk 
– between 10 to 40 per cent – of 
congenital malformations, autism 
and learning difficulties.

Sanofi is facing separate charges 
of aggravated fraud and uninten-
tionally causing injury in 42 cases 
filed by families, but insists it had 
warned health authorities of the 
drug’s risks already in the 1980s.

On Monday, the company con-
firmed a report in Le Monde 
newspaper that prosecutors have 
now also charged it with man-
slaughter.

But in a statement, it insisted it 
had “fulfilled its obligation” of 
providing information on the 
drug and its side-effects, and said 
it “contests the validity of these 
proceedings”.

Sanofi said it has filed a legal
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Man dies in self-mutilation
Kim Sarom

A 27-year-old man bled to 
death in Siem Reap prov-
ince on Sunday after cut-
ting his genitals, hand and 
neck with a knife. Attempts 
to rescue him failed.

Siem Reap provincial seri-
ous crimes bureau chief 
Duong Sokha on Monday 
said authorities have not 

identified a motive for the 
man’s actions and do not 
know whether he was under 
the influence of drugs.

The incident occurred in 
S l a k r a m c om mu ne’s 
Slakram village at the home 
the victim, known as 
Nhanh, which he shared 
with an older woman.

Acting commune police 
chief Thim Rithea said 

Nhanh was an orphan and 
had been temporarily living 
with the woman. No one 
knew his real name.

At 11am on Sunday, Rithea 
said people witnessed 
Nhanh alone at his house. 
He was cutting his hand 
with a knife, creating a pool 
of blood on the ground. The 
witnesses called the police 
to intervene.

Rithea led police to the 
scene and found Nhanh 
standing in his room naked 
with blood on the floor.

The police chief said he 
asked the landlord to 
unlock the door so he could 
rescue Nhanh and called 
an ambulance.

“I knew that the victim
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exam blues
private schools in 12 provinces and phnom penh conducted grade 9 examinations on Monday and will continue on 
tuesday, as per the advice of the Ministry of education, youth and sport. HENG CHIVOAN
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Students won’t be tested 
before returning to school
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Niem Chheng

CAMBODIA and Vietnam for-
mally exchanged border maps 
on Monday despite criticism 
from former members of the 
Supreme Court-dissolved 
Cambodia National Rescue 
Party (CNRP) that the Kingdom 
is losing land in the deal.

The two countries said agree-
ment on the border is 84 per 
cent complete, leaving roughly 
16 per cent of the 1,270km bor-
der to be finalised. 

Cambodia Border Affairs 
Committee Chairman Var 
Kimhong explained the estab-
lishment of the 1/25,000 maps 
at the exchange ceremony 
where the two sides agreed on 
all 500 sets of border topo-
graphic maps at the Moc Bai 
border crossing, Tay Ninh 
province, Vietnam.

Cambodia Border Affairs Com-
mittee vice-chairman Koy Pisey 
and Vietnamese Border Affairs 
Committee vice-chairman Fung 
Thelong co-signed an agree-
ment at the handover and recep-
tion ceremony after they verified 
and agreed to accept the maps.

“These maps are modern 
ones in the 4.0 digital era, 
clearly showing borderlines, 
border markers and geograph-
ical situations. It is easy to 
use,” Pisey said.

Immediately after the map 

exchange ceremony, the 
former CNRP released a state-
ment voicing concern over the 
maps. The statement claims 
the maps were drawn by Viet-
nam through the 1985 border 
treaty and the 2005 Supple-
mentary Treaty.

“The CNRP understands that 
accepting new maps 1/25,000 
from Vietnam is like accepting 
land titles of Cambodia that 
were drawn by Vietnam. In this 
sense, the territorial integrity of 
Cambodia was demarcated by 
Vietnam,” the statement read.

In an interview with The Post 
on Monday, Kimhong rejected 
the CNRP claims as baseless 
and without research.

He said the maps were pro-
duced new by the Danish firm 
Bloom Info and later another 
company Niras took over the 
work, which was completed last 
year.  All phases of production 
were examined by the Cambo-
dian and Vietnamese sides.

The maps were also verified 
on the actual land to see wheth-
er aerial pictures are correct.  
After agreeing to the maps, both 
sides set marker locations and 
the companies put markers and 
borderlines into the maps as 
well as check them against what 
both sides agreed to.

Both sides plan to lodge the 
maps with the UN, Kimhong 
said.
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200m into Cambodian land. 
The Council of Ministers Joint Com-

mittee for Border Affairs and Ministry of 
Justice secretary of state Kim Santepheap 
denied Chhun’s statement. They said it 
misled the public and spread fake news.

A statement released on Monday by 
141 civil society organisations, asso-
ciations and local trade unions said the 
charges are a clear violation of his right 
to freedom of expression guaranteed by 
Cambodia’s Constitution.

The statement said this is not the first 
time Chhun has been arrested for his ac-
tivism. In October 2005, he spent three 
months in prison on charges of defama-
tion and incitement after being arrested 
for comments he had made about a Viet-
nam-Cambodia border agreement.

In January 2014, he was arrested again 
with 10 other human rights activists for 
publicly calling for the release of almost 
two dozen demonstrators arrested dur-
ing widespread protests that followed 

the 2013 national election.
“After more than a decade of harass-

ment by authorities, this latest arrest of a 
respected union leader is a direct threat 
to every Cambodian who exercises their 
constitutional right to freely express 
their beliefs,” the statement read.

Ministry of Justice spokesman Chin 
Malin said on Monday the joint state-
ment was made by civil society organi-
sations that had not carried out such 
activities. They have the rights and free-
doms to express their views but cannot 
put pressure on the court.

“The case of Rong Chhun, the jurisdic-
tion and the law enforcement and court 

proceedings in effect rest on facts and 
questions of law. Helping Chhun means 
showing sound evidence to prove that he 
didn’t commit the offence as charged,” 
he said.

The ministry on Monday also issued a 
press release, calling on people to stop 
the protests before authorities take le-
gal action against them.

“When people gather in front of the 
Phnom Penh Municipal Court to de-
mand Chhun’s release, it is not correct 
legally as the gathering serves to put 
pressure on the court. They could face 
charges under Article 522 of the Crimi-
nal Code,” the press release said.

‘Proceedings 
rest on facts, 
questions of law’

More than 140 civil society organisations and communities also released a joint statement asking 
that charges are dropped and Chhun released. HENG CHIVOAN

Khorn Savi

STUDENTS will not be tested 
for Covid-19 before resuming 
studies at 20 schools in Phnom 
Penh and some provinces af-
ter parents protested, saying 
the tests are not necessary.

Ministry of Education 
spokesman Ros Soveacha told 
The Post on Monday the min-
istry agreed with the Ministry 

of Health about the Covid-19 
testing during the phase-one 
reopening and decided not to 
proceed with it.

The move was also endorsed 
by Prime Minister Hun Sen.

“If students, parents or staff 
members have returned from 
an overseas trip before early 
June or have not travelled 
outside of Cambodia, they do 
not need to undergo a Covid-

19 test,” Soveacha said.
The decision came after 

parents protested last week, 
saying they were worried the 
testing could hurt children’s 
noses and was not neces-
sary because students have 
to travel back and forth every 
day from home to school.

The protest began after 
parents received letters from 
schools saying the education 

ministry required parents to 
agree to the testing before 
students could enter school 
campuses. Schools also re-
quired parents to pay $100 to 
$110 for testing per student.

Soveacha said the ministry 
always considers construc-
tive criticism from relevant 
sides.

A letter from a private in-
ternational school seen by 

The Post on Monday said it 
had withdrawn the testing 
agreement.

However, the letter said be-
fore sending their children 
to school, parents had to ac-
cept a six-point agreement 
such as explaining to children 
to consistently practice hy-
giene protocols, paying the 
full school tuition and taking 
weekly turns between school 

study and online.
If students fail to follow 

the guidelines of the school 
and the education ministry, 
the school has the right to 
stop students from entering 
school campuses.

Parents also had to attest 
that no family members had 
travelled abroad or contacted 
passengers from abroad from 
June 1.

Students won’t be tested before returning to school

Teenage kayaker drowns in 
severe Preah Sihanouk storm
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

A 
MAN drowned near Koh Rong 
town on Sunday in Preah Si-
hanouk province after he was 
swept to sea while kayaking 

during a severe rainstorm that rampaged 
through the region. The storm also col-
lapsed a tree onto two homes in Siha-
noukville, injuring a girl and two women.

Forty-one structures, including homes, 
schools and shops were damaged across 
Preah Sihanouk, Koh Kong and Kampot 
provinces, said National Committee for 
Disaster Management (NCDM) senior 
adviser Keo Vy.

The incidents occurred after 15 tourists 
were rescued from a sinking boat near Koh 
Rong town on Saturday and three tourist 
boats docked in the town sank on Sunday.

Koh Rong Sanloem commune police 
chief Veth Sopheak identified the drown-
ing victim as 19-year-old Saing Chhouen, 
a resident of the commune who worked 
for Moonlight Resort.

Sopheak said Moonlight Resort manage-
ment reported that Chhouen was kayaking 
along the beach on Sunday evening when 
strong waves swept him out of sight.

On Monday morning, after the wind 
and waves calmed down, another resident 
in the commune spotted Chhouen’s body 
floating in the sea about 200m off the coast 
of Koh Rong town. The witness alerted au-
thorities, who recovered the body.

Sopheak said: “In this case, the expert 
police concluded that it was a case of 
drowning because no suspicious marks 
were found on the victim’s body.”

In Sihanoukville’s Commune III, a girl 
and two women suffered injuries after 
the storm caused a large tree to fall on 
their house on Sunday evening.

Commune chief Kan Loeung told The 
Post that 12-year-old Chham Chanra and 
her two neighbours, Om Vanny, 34, and 
Heng Srey Phea, 36, were injured in the 
incident. All three victims are residents 
of Village 1’s group 1 in Commune III. 
They are being treated at Chamkar Chek 
Referral Hospital.

“They injured their heads because 
trees fell on their homes after heavy rain 
and strong winds on Sunday evening. 
Eight villagers’ homes were also dam-
aged during the storm,” Loeung said.

Nationwide, severe storms have killed five 
people and injured 54 this year, Vy said.

As of August 1, he said 800 houses 
had been destroyed by rainstorms in 
the country. Another 4,886 houses, and 
55 schools and public administration 
buildings were also damaged.

During the period, lightning strikes 
also killed 47 people and injured 34, 
apart from killing 59 cattle, said Vy.

He called on people to increase their 
awareness of flash floods, which can 
happen in regions along the Dangrek 
Mountains, the northeastern plateau 
and plains near waterways. There is in-
creased risk,  he said, as Typhoon Sin-
laku wreaks havoc in the region.

Forty-one structures, including homes, schools and shops were damaged across Preah 
Sihanouk, Koh Kong and Kampot provinces. pOLICE

Cambodia, Vietnam 
exchange border 
maps amid criticism



Amret microfinance 
Institution Plc signed 
a memorandum of 
understanding (moU) 

on monday with Vivo mobile 
Communications Co Ltd and 
metfone to accelerate mobile 
banking technology among 
Amret’s clients. 

“With digital technology 
developing rapidly over the  
past few years, Amret is  
looking to increase the cus-
tomer penetration of the Amret 
mobile App by offering a free 
Vivo smartphone for every loan 
approved between August 1 and 
October 31 this year. 

“For loans between $4,000  
and $9,999, borrowers will receive 
the latest model smartphone Vivo 
Y1s worth $109, while for loans 
greater than $10,000, borrowers 

will be entitled to a premium Vivo 
Y11 worth $139,” Amret’s chief 
sales officer tan Youhay said at 
the signing ceremony. 

to sweeten the deal even  
further, metfone – which is 
owned by Viettel Cambodia Pte 
Ltd – is offering a free SIm card 
with 1GB and 100 minutes of 
on-net calls. 

the partnership comes as 
Amret strives to explore new 
ways of promoting digitalisation 
among its customers to enhance 
cashless transactions through 
mobile banking. 

the offer is available to both 
new and existing customers who 
have loans approved during the 
three-month promotion period. 

“teaming up with two big 
brands like Amret and Vivo for 
a tripartite collaboration is a 

fantastic opportunity. As the lead-
ing telecommunications carrier in 
Cambodia, metfone has expanded 
its network coverage deep into 
rural communities. 

“this will definitely be of value 
to Amret’s clients as they will be 
able to conduct mobile banking 
transactions without having any 
worries about network connectiv-
ity,” said metfone vice general-
director Bui minh Binh. 

Amret’s chief commercial 
officer Alan Wee hailed the con-
tinuing use of innovation. 

“Our target segment for this 
offer is predominantly small to 
medium-scale farmers and agri-
business owners in rural areas. 

“We believe this is an innova-
tive way of helping empower 
our clients through the adoption 
of mobile banking technology 

for quicker and safer bank-
ing transactions in the current 
environment. 

“this is also in line with the 
National Bank of Cambodia’s 
push to promote cashless transac-
tions in the Kingdom,” said Alan. 

Vivo Cambodia’s chief market-
ing officer Zhang tao said the 
Vivo Y1s is being offered ahead 
of the model’s official launch.

“Vivo is known for its premi-
um innovative smartphones and 
is a popular brand in Cambodia. 
the Vivo Y1s model is scheduled 
for launch in the Kingdom in the 
middle of this month. 

“However, we are delighted  
to offer this latest model to  
Amret ahead of its official launch. 
this is our commitment to a 
successful promotion for Amret,” 
said tao. 

Amret signs MoU with Metfone and 
Vivo to further boost digital banking
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At the signing ceremony on Monday (from left),  Amret’s chief sales officer Tan Youhay, Metfone’s vice general-director Bui Minh Binh and Vivo’s chief marketing officer Zhang Tao. Supplied
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About Amret
Amret MFi is one of the leading financial 

institutions in Cambodia. A full subsidiary of 
the Advans Group, its reputable international 
shareholders include the FMo entrepreneurial 
development Bank, la Fayette participations 
and the international Financial Corporation, 
which is a member of the World Bank. 

As well as catering to the Kingdom’s micro, 
small and medium-sized enterprises (MSMes),  
Amret also offers a wide range of financial 
products and services to Cambodia’s unbanked 
and underbanked population. 

Amret provides both lending and deposit 
products to more than 500,000 clients ranging 
from low-income farmers to MSMes. With 158 
branches nationwide, it employs more than 
4,500 staff. Amret has assets of more than  
$1 billion and deposits exceeding $500 million.

Borrowers to receive free smartphones in promotion  
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Voun Dara

PRIVatE schools in 12 prov-
inces and Phnom Penh con-
ducted grade 9 examinations 
on Monday and will continue 
on tuesday, as per the advice 
of the Ministry of Education, 
Youth and sport.

Education ministry spokes-
man Ros soveacha (pictured) 
said each school had to organise 
its examination centre, which is 
checked by the ministry. ten to 
15 students are allowed to be in 
the same room, following World 
Health Organisation advice on 
maintaining social distancing.

In total, 138 examination 
centres with 646 rooms 
have been prepared for 
students.

the president of the Fed-
eration of Education services 
in Cambodia and co-founder 
of Westline International 
school Pech Bolene 
said the responsi-
bility of organis-
ing examinations 
– a task usually 
handled by the 
ministry – will 
increase the 
capabilities 
of schools.

“In the 

future, the ministry will likely 
want private institutions to 
manage the quality of education 
by themselves,” he said. 

Westline International 
school has eight campuses in 
Phnom Penh and 500 West-
line students will take the ex-
aminations, he said.

sovannaphumi school (sPs) 
CEO Khim Phon said: “the 
departments of education in 
Phnom Penh and the provinc-
es assigned representatives to 
check the process of examina-

tions in all centres. 
We have 1,146 

students who 
are taking the 
examination, 

of which 
597 are fe-
males. No 

one was ab-
sent [on Mon-

day].”

Private schools hold 
grade 9 exams, 
no student absent

Fate of suspended Prey Veng 
police officers still unclear
Soth Koemsoeun

t
HE fate of the seven 
Prey Veng anti-drug 
police officers sus-
pended on July 27 

on allegations of kidnapping 
and extortion is still being de-
cided, said a National Police 
spokesperson. 

the officers are accused of 
arresting alleged drug deal-
ers, torturing them and then 
extorting money from their 
families for their release. six 
families were victims of the 
scam.

National Police chief Neth 
savoeun suspended the an-
ti-drug department officers 
pending a decision, but they 
are still required to show up 
during working hours at the 
Prey Veng police station. 

Prey Veng provincial police 
chief Prum santhor apolo-
gised to the families and re-
turned their money in Mesar 
Brachan commune, Pea Re-
ang district, in Prey Veng, said 
the National Police website.

National Police spokes-
man Chhay Kim Khoeun 
said on Monday the case 
needs further investigation 
of the crimes committed to 
determine the proper pun-
ishment.

“I can’t comment much 
about the case because we 
are still investigating who will 

need to be demoted from their 
rank, who should be expelled 
from the National Police, who 
should be sent to court, and 
who will be temporarily sus-
pended from work. so, inves-
tigations are not complete at 
this point,” Kim Khoeun said.

santhor said the punish-
ment will reflect the violations 
of professional ethics and the 
disciplinary decisions of the 
National Police.

the case came to light after 
the July 20 arrest of two young 
men who claimed they were 

tortured at the police station 
until their parents handed 
over four million riel ($1,000). 
One police officer was sent to 
the provincial court.

a clarification from the Prey 
Veng provincial police ob-
tained by The Post on Monday 
states that according to the 
victims’ complaint, Prey Veng 
police have filed a case against 
anti-drug department deputy 
director tuoch theara, the al-
leged ringleader.

the victims, thai samad, 
26, and Hoeun Rath 28, allege 
they were pulled over in Kam-
pong Leav district, Prey Veng 
province by theara who drew 
his firearm and hit them.

Prey Veng provincial police 
chief Prum santhor could 
not be reached for comment 
on Monday. Prey Veng pro-
vincial court spokesman tep 
Phalla said he did not know 
if theara’s case had been sent 
to court. 

“I will look for the judge’s 
detention decision and let 
you know,” he said.

the suspended police offi-
cers are police chief in charge 
of drugs thong Vandy, anti-
drug department director Pov 
Chivoan, anti-drug depart-
ment deputy director tuoch 
theara, anti-drug bureau 
chief si Bo, and officers Heng 
Chanratana, seak Chanthoe-
un, and Yun Darasak.

National Police spokesman Chhay Kim Khoeun said on Monday the case 
needs further investigation of the crimes committed to determine the 
proper punishment. NATIONAL POLICE



Khouth Sophak Chakrya

T
HE Ministry of Justice 
is offering its support 
to help a Cambodian 
woman sentenced to 

death in Tay Ninh province in 
Vietnam, on a charge of cross-
border drug trafficking.

Justice Ministry spokesman 
Chin Malin told The Post on 
Monday the ministry is re-
viewing the case and collect-
ing the details.

The Tay Ninh court handed 
down the decision against 
Phnom Penh resident Meach 
Sreyneang, 27, on July 31.

She is accused of smug-
gling methamphetamine into 
Vietnam through the Moc Bai 
International Checkpoint in 
December, according to the 
Vietnam News Agency (VNA).

Under Vietnamese law, an 
offender found with more 
than 600g of heroin or co-
caine, or more than 2.5kg of 
methamphetamine will face 
capital punishment.

Malin said the sentence will 
be appealed.

“Meanwhile, the Ministry 
of Justice is studying and col-
lecting detailed information 
with the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International Co-
operation to find a legal strat-
egy that can be used to help 
the woman,” Malin said.

He said Cambodia will re-

quest punishment in the 
Kingdom. “In this case, the 
Vietnam court already tried 
the woman for cross-border 
drug trafficking. This case 
might fall under the prisoner 
transfer agreement.

“This case is still in the pro-
cess of being studied and we 
are collecting detailed informa-
tion. There is no specific law to 
be used as yet,” said Malin.

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Kuy Koung told The Post the 
consulate general of Cambodia 
in Ho Chi Minh City has been 
working to find justice for the 

woman since she was detained.
“The Tay Ninh provincial 

court gives 15 days to file 
a case to the appeal court. 
Meanwhile, the foreign affairs 
ministry will use all legal ways 
to help the lady,” Koung said. 

Adhoc spokesman Seung 
Sen Karona told The Post 
the government of Cambo-
dia should use the prisoner 
transfer mechanism.

“The government should use 
diplomatic means to ask for in-
tervention from Vietnam to take 
back this woman and punish 
her in Cambodia,” he said.

National
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was in a life-threatening situ-
ation, which is why I ordered 
an ambulance on standby. 
Once we could get him in cus-
tody, we could immediately 
send him to hospital consider-
ing how drenched in blood he 
was,” Rithea said.

He said he used a metal rod 
to smash the door open. He 
found Nhanh holding a knife 

in his right hand with cut marks 
on his neck and genitals.

He asked Nhanh to put down 
the knife so he could take him 
to hospital. Nhanh dropped the 
knife but kept it close at hand.

Rithea said Nhanh appeared 
exhausted and he approached 
the victim to help him get to the 
ambulance. But when Rithea got 
close, he said Nhanh punched 
him in the eye. Dizzied, Rithea 
backed out of the room.

Nhanh passed away due to 
blood loss in his room before 
he could be persuaded into the 
ambulance.

Rithea said according to 
residents living in the village, 
Nhanh hadn’t displayed 
strange behaviour before the 
incident.

“We cannot conclude if 
Nhanh was on drugs as the 
post-mortem has not been 
concluded yet,” Rithea said.

Kim Sarom

POLICE are searching for sus-
pects responsible for planting 
over 200 marijuana plants in 
Preah Bat Chonchum com-
mune, Kiri Vong district, in 
Takeo province. They burned 
the plants on Saturday and 
destroyed four water contain-
ers found at the site.

Kirivong district police chief 
Yuk Sarath told The Post on 
Monday the operation found 
marijuana in eight locations, 
but he did not know the exact 
number of plants. But another 
officer who asked to remain 
anonymous told The Post they 
found about 200 plants.

“The location was on a 
slope and the offenders se-
cretly grew the plants on a 
small parcel of land there. It 
was hard for us to find them 
on the mountain,” he said.

The operation started at 

7am on Saturday in Preah Bat 
Chonchum commune on over 
1,518sq km. The offenders es-
caped and police are search-
ing for them, he said. 

Takeo provincial deputy po-

lice chief Chheang Sun said on 
Monday the illegal marijuana 
plantation was well-hidden. 

“We cannot identify the sus-
pects yet because they left before 
authorities arrived,” he said. 

Marijuana plants destroyed

Man dies in room from blood loss

Khmer facing death 
in VN to get gov’t help

The Ministry of Justice is exploring legal options for a Khmer woman 
sentenced to death in Vietnam for drug trafficking. Tay NiNh CourT

Takeo Police found and burned 200 marijuana plants growing in eight 
Kiri Vong locations on Saturday. poliCe
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,500 17,900 17,900 17,500

2 GTI 3,060 3,060 3,060 3,060

3 PAS 14,960 15,480 15,480 14,740

4 PPAP 11,720 11,720 11,720 11,720

5 PPSP 2,220 2,300 2,300 2,220

6 PWSA 5,700 5,640 5,700 5,560

Date: August 3, 2020

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,095 1.3422 6.9818 105.70 4.2245 1.3756 31.22 0.7113 1.1764 1.3084

JaPaNEsE companies planning to 
start new businesses in India in col-
laboration with local It firms will 
receive financial assistance from the 
Japanese government, The Yomiuri 
Shimbun has learned.

the assistance will be provided to 
about 10 companies, including opti-
cal equipment-maker Olympus Corp 
and automobile giant suzuki Motor 
Corp, as part of the Japan-India dig-
ital partnership formed between the 
two nations’ governments in 2018.

the money is meant to support the 
companies’ efforts to draw on India’s 
outstanding human resources in the 
field of It.

the government will grant subsi-
dies totalling about 100 million yen 
($945,000) to the companies, which 
also include members of such indus-
tries as agriculture and clothing.

It is hoped that the assistance will help 
boost their businesses’ credibility and 
facilitate their operations in India.

In collaboration with India’s It 
giant HCL technologies Ltd, Olym-
pus will build a system in which doc-

tors can examine patients’ symptoms 
remotely by using endoscopes and 
smartphones. they hope to help 
solve the serious doctor shortage 
problem in India’s regional areas.

suzuki will also cooperate with an 
Indian It firm and NgO to develop a 
transit bus traffic control system in 
India’s rural areas, where public trans-
portation systems are underdeveloped.

Japan and India concluded a bilat-
eral partnership pact to cooperate in 
the digital field in 2018. they aim to 
develop internationally advanced 
businesses by combining Japan’s 
technical and funding capabilities 
with India’s digital technology.

they also plan to expand successful 
endeavours into other areas in asia 
and africa.

us and Chinese companies are 
now battling fiercely for leadership 
in the digital field, as Chinese com-
panies have grown rapidly.

Collaboration with Indian firms is 
believed to be a promising move for 
Japanese companies. THE YOMIURI SHIM-

BUN (JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Bicycle exports climbing in 
response to int’l demand
Hin Pisei

C
aMBODIaN bicycle ex-
ports totalled $241.7 mil-
lion during the first half 
of 2020, according to data 

from the general Department of 
Customs and Excise of Cambodia.

at that rate, this year’s total bicycle 
exports could surpass the $412.5 mil-
lion exported in 2019. In 2018, bicycle 
exports totalled $331 million.

More than half of the 1.1 million bi-
cycles exported during the first half of 
2020 were sent to the Eu. Other des-
tinations for the bicycles included 
the us, Britain and Japan, according 
to data obtained by The Post.

Cambodia imported 192,397 bicy-
cles totalling $4.34 million during the 
same period, Customs data showed.

according to a National Bank of 
Cambodia (NBC) report, in the first 
half of 2020, Cambodia’s total equalled 
over $7.01 billion, an increase of near-
ly three per cent compared to the 
same period last year. Bicycle exports 
increased by 18 per cent.

Hong Vanak, a researcher at the 
Royal academy of Cambodia, told 
The Post on Monday that while 
Covid-19 affected Cambodia’s ex-
port-oriented manufacturing sec-
tors, the bicycle export market did 
not decline.

However, the growth of bicycle 
exports would not be able to con-

tribute much to sustaining national 
economic growth, he said.

He said the market could reach sat-
uration and Cambodia would be well 
advised to diversify and increase ag-
ricultural exports to ensure the long-
term health of the export sector. 

Lim Heng, vice-president of the 
Cambodian Chamber of Commerce, 
recently told The Post that in the age 
of social distancing and a renewed 
focus on health, cycling has seen a 
surge in demand. 

He said favourable investment laws 
and an abundance of young workers 
will make bicycle assembly plants in 
Cambodia an attractive investment.

“the [upward] trend of bicycle ex-
ports is a very positive sign this year 
compared to last year,” he said.

according to Heng, most bicycle 
assembly plants in Cambodia are 
owned by taiwanese investors and 
located within the Bavet special 
Economic Zone in Bavet town, svay 
Rieng province.

sCg posts growth in Cambodia
May Kunmakara

tHaILaND construction materials 
producer siam Cement group (sCg) 
on Monday reported positive growth 
in the Cambodian market in the first 
half of the year.

according to the company’s Q2/2020 
report, sCg in Cambodia owned $382 
million worth of total assets, a year-
on-year increase of two per cent. 

For the period of H1/2020, sCg 
Cambodia reported sales revenue was 
$129.39 million, a 0.2 per cent increase.

the company also reported 
Q2/2020 revenue from sales at $62.48 
million, including sales from its 
cement manufacturing and building 
materials businesses, which 
decreased six per cent. 

sCg has stated it plans to ensure 
successful company operations and 
production, while cognisant of the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

that means putting full-blown 

business management into practice 
while protecting the health and well-
being of workers.

the company stated in a recent 
report: “It is our utmost priority during 
the Covid-19 pandemic to create a new 
norm of work called ‘Hybrid Work-
place’ that allows employees to choose 
to work on-site, from home or any-
where the company considers safe.”

the company reported the physical 
distancing guidelines have been 
applied in Cambodia and allow for 
greater flexibility and convenience 
for employees.

“Cambodia’s economy continues to 
be impacted by the outbreak and faces 
a dramatic economic slowdown. How-
ever, to capture market opportunity we 
will provide offerings that meet the 
needs of customers during the pan-
demic,” the company report said.

“While sCg isn’t in an industry 
severely affected like tourism or air-
lines, the company has constantly 

monitored and assessed the situation 
to stay on top in an environment of 
uncertainties,” said sCg president 
and CEO Roongrote Rangsiyopash.

Cambodia imported 879,394 tonnes 
of building materials worth $317.74 
million in Q1 to help stabilise the 
industry in anticipation of the impact 
caused by the pandemic, according to 
data from the Ministry of Commerce.

Broken down by category, the King-
dom imported 100,440 tonnes of 
steel worth $66.83 million, cement 
– 384,609 tonnes/$24.57 million – 
and construction equipment – 
394,346 tonnes/ $226.34 million – 
according to data from the 
Department of Planning statistics 
and trade Information under the 
commerce ministry’s general Depart-
ment of Domestic trade shows.

the Kingdom imported 4,667,077 
tonnes of building materials worth 
$1.70 billion last year, up from 3,181,142 
tonnes worth $1.07 billion in 2018.

Japan to provide financial 
aid to businesses working 
with Indian It companies

This year’s total bicycle exports is on track to outstrip the $412.5 million exported in 
2019. POST STAFF

CONstRuCtION of the route and 
foundations for the Laos-China Rail-
way has been achieved, and the lay-
ing of the tracks is over 20 per cent 
complete, according to a leading of-
ficial with the megaproject.

Laos-China Railway Co Ltd direc-
tor-general Xiao Qianwen updated 
Lao Prime Minister thongloun sisou-
lith on the progress of the 414.3km-
project during a visit to inspect con-
struction in Xay village, Xaythany 
district, Vientiane on thursday.

From Vientiane to the Laos-China 
border in Luang Namtha province, 
“the running of the track foundation 
is 100 per cent finished”, he said, add-
ing that placement of the steel tracks 
was 21.4 per cent completed.

Currently, 71 out of the 75 tunnels 
have been drilled, and 88 per cent 
of railway bridge construction has 
been completed. the installation of 
high voltage electricity poles is 57.4 
per cent complete.

However, some stations have not yet 
started construction due to the severe 
impact of the Covid-19 outbreak, and 
several areas are still in the process of 
mediation with landholders.

according to a member at the 
National assembly’s (Na’s) 8th leg-

islature last month, there was still a 
steady stream of public comment re-
garding unsettled compensation in 
Oudomxay and Vientiane provinces.

therefore, the Na recommended 
that relevant committees of both 
provinces continue working with 
those affected to come to a satisfac-
tory resolution.

During thongloun’s visit, he also 
emphasised that the company and 
related sectors mediate with the 
people living near the train stations 
in Vientiane and thanalaeng 12.7km 
along the track to resolve problems.

the investment project between 
both governments will see passen-
ger trains running at 160km/h from 
Vientiane to the Boten-Mohan bor-
der through the four provinces of 
Vientiane, Luang Prabang, Oudomx-
ay and Luang Namtha.

the 414.3km railway will feature 
198km of tunnels and 62km of bridges, 
and when operational, the journey from 
Vientiane to the Boten border cross-
ing in Luang Namtha province will be 
reduced from the present two days by 
road to less than three hours by train.

the railway is scheduled for com-
pletion at the end of next year. VIEN-

TIANE TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Laos-China railway bed in 
place, over 20% track laid



Business
7THE PHNOM PENH POST  august  4, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

tHE Indonesian government is 
set to provide cash transfers and 
working capital loans for micro, 
small and medium-sized enter-
prises (MsMEs) in its latest bid 
to boost economic growth amid 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Budi gunadi sadikin, the 
head of the national economic 
recovery task force, last week 
said the government would pro-
vide 2.4 million rupiah ($165) 
for 10 to 12 million MsMEs, as 
well as working capital loans of 
two million rupiah for MsMEs.

“We hope this assistance will 
maintain people’s income and 
be used as working capital to 
support their businesses,” he 
told reporters during a press 
briefing. “We will also add 
working capital loans with low 
interest for those who have al-
ready started businesses.”

the funds may be used by 
MsMEs to pay for daily needs 
and to restart business activi-
ties, said Budi, who is also the 
deputy state-owned enterpris-
es (sOEs) minister.

President Joko “Jokowi” 
Widodo has asked the national 
economic recovery task force 
to focus on boosting economic 
growth in the third quarter this 
year, as well as to maintain em-
ployment and income levels to 
prevent a recession this year, 
Budi went on to say.

MsMEs have been particu-
larly hit hard by the economic 
downturn, as the government 
expects the economy to grow 
by one per cent at best or 

shrink by 0.4 per cent at worst 
this year. It also forecasts a con-
traction of around five per cent 
in the year’s second quarter 
due to large-scale social restric-
tions (PsBB) to curb the spread 
of Covid-19.

the government has allo-
cated 695.2 trillion rupiah to 
strengthen the country’s virus 
response and boost economic 
growth, expanding the fiscal 
deficit to 6.34 per cent of gross 
domestic product (gDP).

On the same day, the govern-
ment also guaranteed working 
capital loans worth 100 trillion 
rupiah for labour-intensive 
businesses to help businesses 
survive the pandemic.

Minister of Finance sri Mu-
lyani Indrawati said the loan 
guarantee programme was 
expected to boost credit dis-
bursement from banks to busi-
nesses.

to be eligible for the gov-
ernment programme, labour-
intensive firms are required to 
employ at least 300 individuals, 
prove that their activities have 
been affected by the pandemic 
and have a good track record of 
paying back loans, according to 
the minister.

“We hope the credit guar-
antee scheme will restore the 
risk appetite of both banks and 
firms to help boost economic 
activity,” sri Mulyani said. “We 
will use all of our policy instru-
ments to improve supply and 
demand.” THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

a sHIFt to managing airports 
and motorways led to losses for 
France’s Vinci as the firm said 
on Friday it suffered a net loss 
of €294 million ($349 million) 
in the first half of this year.

the company holds a 70 per 
cent stake in the joint venture 
that operates Cambodia’s 
three international airports.

the firm entered those sec-
tors to balance out swings 
in the construction industry 
but coronavirus lockdowns 
scored a trifecta in disrupting 
all of those sectors.

Vinci had earned a profit of 
more than a billion euros dur-
ing the first half of last year.

Revenue in the first half of 
the year fell by 15 per cent, to 
€18.5 billion.

Most construction sites 
were forced to close during 
the lockdowns, with revenue 
down 11 per cent compared 
to the first half of last year. 
But work has resumed quickly 
and Vinci expects the revenue 
for that sector to fall this year 
between five and 10 per cent.

Vinci said orders have re-
sumed as well, including the 
landing of a big contract to 
build the new headquarters 
of French oil group total.

In the motorways unit, reve-
nue fell by 27 per cent to 1.9 per 
cent due to lower traffic levels 
following the introduction of 
lockdown measures. In the 
second quarter, most of which 
was covered by lockdowns, 
revenue fell by 46 per cent.

traffic levels fell 32.8 per 
cent for the first half but be-
gan recovering in May and 
had returned to nearly nor-
mal last month.

But Vinci said it still expects 
a 15-20 per cent contraction 
in overall traffic for the year.

at the airports division rev-
enue fell 45 per cent in the first 
half, and the drop was 89 per 
cent in the second quarter.

By passenger numbers, the 
drop was 96 per cent in the 
second quarter and Vinci ex-
pects a very slow recovery as 
it said passenger numbers for 
the year are likely to be down 

65 per cent.
Vinci did not give a forecast 

for overall revenue.
While the airports business, 

which currently has 45 airports 
worldwide including London’s 
gatwick, is likely to suffer for 
some time, Vinci has no regrets 
getting into the business.

“We are long-term people, 
we look far ahead,” said CEO 
Xavier Huillard when pre-
senting the results.

airport management con-
cessions often last dozens of 
years.

“there is no reason why 
air traffic won’t restart in the 
coming years,” he said. “We 
simply have to be patient.”

Last week the International 
air transport association said 
global air traffic will not re-
turn to levels seen before the 
coronavirus pandemic until 
at least 2024. AFP

Indonesia set to give 
cash transfers, working 
loans for 12M MsMEs

Vinci logs 
$349M 
net loss in 
first half

Registration of firms soars 
to 1,687 with online process
Thou Vireak

t
HE number of com-
panies initiating the 
registration process 
on the government’s 

newly-launched business E-
Registration Platform has sky-
rocketed to 1,687, taking full 
advantage of the reduced red 
tape and shorter timeframe.

six ministries and state-
run institutions have been 
integrated into a business 
registration system on the 
platform, also known as the 
single Portal, which was 
launched on June 15 by gov-
ernment representatives.

the six ministries and state 
institutions listed in the system 
are the ministries of Interior; 
Economy and Finance; Com-
merce; and Labour and Voca-
tional training, as well as the 
general Department of taxa-
tion and the Council for the 
Development of Cambodia.

another six are planned to 
be incorporated shortly.

Finance ministry spokes-
man Meas soksensan told 
The Post on sunday that as of 
July 29, 287 companies had 
successfully registered on the 
single Portal. that figure was 
just 47 in mid-July.

soksensan said 323 compa-
nies were under final review, 
while 929 others have cleared a 
preliminary review and are “reg-
istered for reservation”, awaiting 
the final review. another 144 are 

under preliminary review.
Companies took eight days 

on average to register their busi-
nesses on the portal, he said.

“under the initiative of Min-
ister [aun Pornmoniroth], the 
system has greatly facilitated 
the registration procedure for 
online businesses in harmony 
with the government’s Indus-
try 4.0 development policy 
which aims to modernise the 
technology infrastructure,” 
soksensan said.

He said the single Portal 
would require companies to 
complete a one-time busi-
ness registration form, taking 
a maximum of eight days.

“the goal [of the platform] 
is to build a better investment 

environment and attract more 
investment to Cambodia.

“this is the duty of the 
Ministry of Economy and Fi-
nance which seeks to ensure 
macroeconomic stability. at 
the same time, we want our 
economy to grow under fa-
vourable investment condi-
tions, compelling us to cut a 
lot of red tape,” he said.

He noted that all data submit-
ted by the companies under the 
single Portal will be automati-
cally forwarded to all ministries 
and state-run institutions in-
corporated into the system.

“With this registration, we 
see a better investment en-
vironment and competition, 
because the faster the online 

registration, the faster they 
can grow enterprises, and the 
main goal of the government 
is to strive to encourage busi-
ness registration in all systems 
to boost economic growth 
through taxation,” he said.

Finance ministry secretary 
of state Phan Phalla has said 
that the commerce ministry 
cut registration fees under 
the scheme by 50 per cent, 
while the registration tax on 
the new registration docu-
ments was waived.

“Businesspeople are no lon-
ger required to take a photo and 
scan their fingerprints immedi-
ately after listing,” he said.

Commerce ministry spokes-
man seang thay last month 
said registration via the single 
Portal will reduce costs and 
save time.

He lauded the portal as an in-
depth government reform to at-
tract investors to the Kingdom.

“this is another success story 
for the government, and as one 
of the ministries in the team 
behind the registration system, 
we are pleased to hear that the 
system is working smoothly.

“We invite people and in-
vestors who are considering 
opening a business in Cam-
bodia to use this system and 
get registered quickly, and 
save on fees while you’re at 
it,” thay said.

the single Portal can be ac-
cessed at registrationservices.
gov.kh.

The number of companies initiating the registration process on the 
government’s newly-launched business E-Registration Platform has 
skyrocketed to 1,687. HONG MENEA

Vinci said it suffered a net loss of €294 million ($349 million) in the first 
half of this year. AFP

Minister says no meat 
in sino-Cambodian Fta
Hin Pisei

MINIstER of agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries Veng sakhon 
told The Post on thursday that 
although Cambodia and China 
will soon sign a free trade agree-
ment (Fta), meat exports won’t 
be approved anytime soon 
because of the strict require-
ments applied to them.

However, meats are on the 
list of products to be consid-
ered in the Fta.

sakhon said importing and 
exporting meat products are 
notoriously tricky because of 
a slew of rules governing the 
process.

He said the Ministry of agri-
culture, Forestry and Fisheries 
asked Chinese authorities for 
permission to export fish to Chi-
na, but they never responded.

sakhon said experts from 
countries approving meat im-
ports typically need to inspect 
a host of factors before accept-
ing a sale including breeding 
locations, cleaning methods, 
slaughter methods, storage 
and freezing procedures.

In the past, he said cattle were 
imported from australia to be 
raised in Cambodia and export-
ed to the Chinese market. But 
the programme failed when the 
Chinese side refused to recogn-
ise the standard of the meat.

“agriculture and meat trans-
portation exports won’t be 

easy until we contact a Chi-
nese company that wants to 
invest in Cambodia by bring-
ing technology,” he said.

Chairman of the Fta Nego-
tiation group with China sok 
sopheak said at a press confer-
ence last week that more than 
340 types of Cambodian frozen 
goods will be exported to China, 
the largest market in the world.

through the Fta, the two 
sides will further push to at-
tract Chinese and other foreign 
investors to set up factories for 
export to China and other des-
tinations. an emphasis will be 
placed on investment in ani-
mal husbandry.

“We have enough capacity 
to produce goods for export 
to China, especially vegeta-
bles, fruits, fish, meat [pigs, 

chickens, ducks, cows and 
goats],” he said.

although the government 
is currently has strived to 
expand domestic animal 
husbandry, the country can’t 
meet its demands for meat.

Director of the Cambodia Live-
stock Raisers association srun 
Pov said exports could increase 
in the next two to three years if 
foreign investment comes in, 
especially from China.

“Cambodia is a very favour-
able country for animal hus-
bandry, so through this, I hope 
that Chinese investors will come 
to invest in animal husbandry 
for export to China,” he said.

according to Pov, Cambodia 
currently imports more than 
4,000 pigs a day from neigh-
bouring countries.

Importing and exporting meat products are notoriously tricky because 
of a slew of rules governing the process. POST STAFF
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Kilat Events Manage-
ment is reinventing 
the way the industry 
operates with the in-

novative “Virtual Venue”, which 
promises to greatly increase 
reach at a fraction of the cost of 
a physical event.

“the Virtual Venue is a new 
innovation that allows us to 
continue our passion for events, 
in accordance with Covid-19 
precautions and measures. it’s 
the ultimate digital events solu-
tion able to cater to all a client’s 
needs. 

“the flexibility of the Virtual 
Venue allows it to adapt to a 
huge range of events – con-
ferences, e-gaming, concerts, 
product launches and much 
more. the beauty of the Virtual 
Venue is that it is able to reach 
huge audiences at a dramatically 
lower cost than a ballroom-
based event,” said Kilat’s head of 
accounts alex Dance. 

Kilat thrives in an increas-
ingly competi-
tive industry 
by constantly 
innovating to 
“raise the bar”, 
Dance says.

“Our ethos 
is to always 

raise the bar for our clients. if 
a client says ‘we want this’, we 
will say ‘okay, you can have 
that, but what about this – why 
don’t we do it even bigger? let’s 
do something that has never 
been done before in Cambodia’. 

“We strive to be 
the first to do these 
kind of things by 
bringing in different 
technologies – and 
we pride ourselves 
on being the most 
dynamic events 
company in Cam-
bodia,” he said. 

Kilat means 
“lightning” in Malay, 

and it can also be used 
to describe something 
done with such excel-
lence that it is difficult 
for others to follow. and 
with this at its core, 
Kilat Events Manage-
ment attracts a num-
ber of top names. 

Boasting H&M, Manulife 
Hong Kong, tiger Beer, anchor 
Beer, Emirates, Chevrolet and 
Oppo among its clients, Kilat 
has also serviced clients such as 
Smart and supported the major 
international music artists they 
have bought to the Kingdom, 
including american singers 
Charlie Puth and Demi lovato, 
as well as K-pop star Rain.

“We are fortunately ap-
proached by many types of ma-
jor industry players, and due to 
a wide network within the asean 
events industry, we also service 
international clients executing 
here in Cambodia,” Dance said. 

With Cambodia cautiously 
entering the “new norm”, Kilat 
– following a “record year in 
2019” – aims to remain strong 
in the market by being dynamic 
and flexible.

“Earlier this year we expand-
ed to create a digital marketing 
and R&D department, which in-
cludes talented young Cambodi-

ans. the team is responsible for 
our lED content, for example. 

“they recently put together 
an EDM Virtual Venue sample 
video. this would have been 
outsourced before, but now  
we can do it all in-house,” 
Dance said.

With the market relatively 
young in comparison with its 
neighbours, Cambodia’s events 
management companies work 
across all segments, Dance says. 

“apart from weddings, no one 
event company champions just 
one sector of the industry, which 
includes conferences, concerts 
and gala dinners, for example. 

“Concerts are our forte as 
we have all the equipment, the 
sound, the lighting, the screens, 
experienced programmers – we 
can put on a big, big show.  
We are renowned for the big 
international standards. and 
this is what we want to bring  
to Cambodia.

“Kilat is unique due to the 

fact we have a fully functioning 
technical department with our 
own equipment, allowing us to 
bring innovative ideas and set 
higher technical standards,” the 
Briton said.  

Kilat’s virtual events are 
ongoing, with a range of inter-

esting initiatives being launched 
online such as “tech talk with 
Kevin” and other programmes 
and content, while the popular 
Battle of the Bands is set to re-
turn to the Kingdom’s television 
screens in October on MytV. 

“For sure, a shift towards the 
digital realm has already taken 
place and we feel events will 
remain like this to an extent. 
live and integrated marketing 
campaigns are most likely the 
future. that being said, physi-
cal, tangible events will con-
tinue, albeit with stricter health 
and safety precautions. 

“We have to be flexible and 
adapt to the social changes, 
like in any other industry. Our 
resilience has prompted innova-
tion, and we are now able to 
offer digital marketing services 
in addition to the Virtual Venue. 

“We will continue to 
development fresh initiatives 
and strive for an even brighter 
future,” Dance said.  

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus
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Kilat’s ‘Virtual Venue’ redefining 
the events sector in the Kingdom

Smartphone manufacturer Oppo is among its clients. Kilat works with Manulife on the Move Fair at the Angkor Wat Half Marathon. Kilat aims to remain strong in the market by being dynamic and flexible. 
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eVents management

”
Our ethos is to  
always raise the bar 
for our clients. We 
will say: ‘let’s do 
something that has 
never been done 
before in Cambodia

Alex DAnce / kilaT’s  
Head Of aCCOunTs

The Virtual Venue is described as ‘the ultimate digital events solution able to cater to all a client’s needs’. 
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afghanistan gov’t 
urges taliban to 
extend ceasefire
t

HE afghan government on 
sunday urged the taliban 
to extend a rare ceasefire 
hours before it was due 

to end, as a contentious prisoner 
swap between the two warring sides 
edged closer to completion.

Officials said there were no reports 
of fighting between the enemies 
across much of afghanistan during 
the three day truce that marked the 
Muslim festival of Eid al-adha.

However the calm was broken 
on sunday evening when gunmen 
stormed a prison in Jalalabad in east-
ern afghanistan, leaving at least three 
people dead and several wounded.

amaq, the extremist Islamic state 
(Is) group’s news outlet, announced 
that the Is was responsible for the 
prison raid, the sItE Intelligence 
group tweeted.

the taliban denied involvement 
in the assault.

the prison held more than 1,700 in-
mates, most of them fighters from the 
taliban and Is, a security source said.

as the brazen attack on the prison 
commenced, a “large number” of 
prisoners managed to escape, ah-
mad ali Hazarat, the head of Nan-
garhar provincial council told aFP.

security forces launched a city 

wide search to track them down.
Meanwhile, President ashraf 

ghani and the taliban have both 
indicated that long-delayed peace 
talks could begin straight after Eid.

“We look forward to it,” sediq 
sediqqi, spokesman to ghani told 
aFP when asked if the authorities 
were keen on extending the ceasefire.

“We hope the taliban will not re-
sume violence.

“the afghan government’s actions 
and steps taken in the peace process 
must be reciprocated by the taliban.”

under a deal signed by the taliban 
and the us in February, the “intra-af-
ghan” peace talks were slated to start 
in March, but were delayed amid po-
litical infighting in Kabul and as an 
agreed prisoner swap dragged on.

the deal stipulated that Kabul would 
free around 5,000 taliban prisoners in 
return for 1,000 afghan security per-
sonnel held captive by the taliban.

the National security Council on 
sunday said a further 300 taliban 
prisoners had been released since 
Friday, taking the total number freed 
so far to just over 4,900.

the taliban say they have already 
fulfilled their commitment.

authorities however have refused 
to free hundreds of inmates accused 

of serious crimes that the group had 
requested for release, adding that 
a gathering of afghan elders would 
decide their fate.

the rare respite from violence al-
lowed some afghans to safely visit 
relatives for Eid celebrations after 
long periods apart.

“I managed to visit my village for 
the first time in two years,” said 
Khalil ahmad from volatile uruzgan 
province, a hotbed for insurgents.

“there were many taliban check 
posts on the way, but they did not 
bother anyone.”

shahpoor shadab, a resident from 
Jalalabad, told aFP that “Eid feels 
different, parks are full with people.

“You almost forget that there has been 
a war in this country for 40 years.”

Kabul resident Fawad Babak, a 

shopkeeper, was sad that it was the 
last day of the ceasefire.

He said: “I’m a little disheartened 
. . . the killing and bloodshed may re-
sume again tomorrow.”

In restive Zabul province, several 
residents recited poems calling for 
the ceasefire – only the third official 
halt in fighting in nearly two decades 
of conflict – to be made permanent.

“Peace is everybody’s need and as-
piration,” said sardar Wali, who took 
part in the poetry session.

“this is a great opportunity to ex-
tend the ceasefire today and start 
intra-afghan talks tomorrow.”

Deadly violence has rocked af-
ghanistan since the taliban-us deal 
was agreed, with more than 3,500 
afghan troops killed in attacks by 
the insurgents, ghani said. AFP

Kabul says just over 4,900 Taliban prisoners have been released so far. AFP

MICROsOFt announced on sunday 
it would continue talks to acquire the 
us operations of popular video-shar-
ing app tiktok, after meeting with 
President Donald trump who seem-
ingly backed off his earlier threats to 
ban the Chinese-owned platform.

“Following a conversation between 
Microsoft CEO satya Nadella and 
President Donald J trump, Microsoft 
is prepared to continue discussions 
to explore a purchase of tiktok in 
the us,” the company said in a state-
ment, acknowledging the “impor-
tance of addressing the president’s 
concerns” over national security.

Microsoft added that it would con-
tinue negotiations with ByteDance, 
tiktok’s Chinese parent company, 
with the intention of “completing 
these discussions no later than sep-
tember 15”.

the statement came after trump 
on Friday said he would ban the app, 
which is especially popular with young 
audiences who create and watch its 
short-form videos and has an estimat-
ed one billion users worldwide.

tiktok should be sold or blocked 
in the us, treasury secretary steven 
Mnuchin told aBC earlier on sun-
day, while secretary of state Mike 
Pompeo said on Fox News the presi-
dent would “take action in the com-
ing days concerning a broad array of 
national security risks that are pre-
sented by software connected to the 
Chinese Communist Party”.

tiktok denies it could be a tool 
for Chinese intelligence, with its us 

general manager Vanessa Pappas 
declaring on saturday: “We’re not 
planning on going anywhere.”

“the us would be the biggest loser 
if it banned tiktok,” Daniel Castro, 
vice-president of the think tank In-
formation technology & Innovation 
Foundation, said on saturday.

“all of its data centres are outside of 
China, and there is no evidence that it 
presents a national security threat.”

trump said he would use an ex-
ecutive order to ban tiktok, or the 
International Emergency Economic 
Powers act, a law granting the presi-
dent powers to regulate internation-
al trade in the face of an “unusual 
and extraordinary threat” from 
abroad to us foreign policy, nation-
al security or the economy.

His threat has caused great con-
cern for us tiktok users, particu-
larly content creators who make 
money on the platform.

Many of them have posted links 
to their Instagram or Youtube ac-
counts so as not to lose followers if 
the platform is ultimately blocked.

In its statement, Microsoft said it 
plans to “build on the experience 
tiktok users currently love, while 
adding world-class security, privacy, 
and digital safety protections”.

Buying tiktok would give Micro-
soft a chance to break into the social 
networking market.

the It group currently owns the 
professional networking platform 
LinkedIn, and teams, an internal mes-
saging service for companies. AFP

Microsoft pursuing buyout 
of tiktok’s us operations

Nasa astronauts brought home
tHE us’ first crewed spaceship to fly 
to the International space station 
(Iss) in nearly a decade returned 
safely to Earth on sunday, splashing 
down in the gulf of Mexico.

the successful mission, carried 
out jointly by spaceX and Nasa, 
demonstrated that the us once 
again can send its astronauts to 
space and bring them back.

spaceX Crew Dragon Endeavour’s 
four main parachutes gently floated 
down to the water after the vessel 
landed off the coast of Pensacola at 
2:48pm (1848 gMt).

It was the first water landing for a 
crewed us spaceship since the 1975 
apollo-soyuz mission.

Pilot Doug Hurley, one of two as-
tronauts on board along with Com-
mander Bob Behnken, said: “It’s 
truly our honour and privilege.

“On behalf of the Nasa and spaceX 
teams, welcome back to planet 
Earth and thanks for flying spaceX,” 
replied spaceX’s Mike Heiman, to 
laughter in the control room.

several civilian boats swarmed the 
landing zone as a recovery ship sped 
to the scorched capsule and brought 
it aboard.

the hatch opening was briefly 
delayed as a team worked to stop a 
leak of rocket fuel vapour.

around an hour after splashdown, 
the astronauts exited the capsule 
and now await a helicopter ride to 
shore, followed by a plane trip to 
Houston where they will re-unite 
with their families.

us President Donald trump – 
who had travelled to Florida for the 

capsule’s launch two months ago – 
hailed its safe return.

“thank you to all!” he tweeted. 
“great to have Nasa astronauts re-
turn to Earth after very successful 
two month mission.”

the us has had to rely on Rus-
sia for rides to space since the last 
space shuttle flew in 2011.

tropical storm Isaias, which had 
scuppered Endeavour’s original 
landing site in the atlantic, was 
nearing Florida’s east coast on sun-
day, hundreds of kilometres away.

the mission is also a major win for 
Elon Musk’s spaceX, which was found-
ed in only 2002 but has leap-frogged its 
way past Boeing, its main competitor 
in the commercial space race.

the us has paid the two compa-
nies a total of about $7 billion for 
their “space taxi” contracts, though 

aerospace giant Boeing’s efforts 
have badly floundered.

the Crew Dragon capsule per-
formed several precise procedures 
to return home safely.

First, it jettisoned its “trunk” that 
contains its power, heat and other 
systems, which burned up in the at-
mosphere.

Endeavour then fired its thrusters 
to manoeuvre itself into the proper 
orbit and trajectory for splashdown.

as it re-entered the atmosphere 
at a speed of around 28,000km/h, it 
experienced temperatures of 1900 
degrees Celsius.

this caused a brief but expected 
communications blackout.

Endeavour then deployed two sets 
of parachutes on its descent, bring-
ing its speed down to a mere 24km/h 
as it hit the ocean. AFP

SpaceX Crew Dragon Endeavour’s four main parachutes gently floated down to the  
water after the vessel landed off the coast of Pensacola at 2:48pm (1848 GMT). NASA/AFP

Continued from page 1

challenge to the indictment.
under the French legal system, 

charges do not automatically result in 
a trial as prosecutors can decide not to 
proceed based on a lack of evidence.

Last month, a French court 
ordered the state to pay thousands 
of euros in damages over the scan-
dal, saying officials should have 
ensured the drug was not taken by 
pregnant women.

the court found that health offi-
cials knew about the risk of birth 
defects from Depakine in 1983, and 
of learning disabilities and autism 
from 2004.

another 500 complaints have been 
lodged with France’s national com-
pensation agency for medical acci-
dents, which has already proposed 
a €6.5 million ($7.6 million) package 
for Depakine victims.

sanofi, a France-based multina-
tional, is working on a candidate vac-
cine against the novel coronavirus 
with Britain’s gsK, for which it will 
receive up to $2.1 billion from the us 
government.

the company has had a presence 
in Cambodia since 1993 through 
the joint venture sanofi (Cambo-
dia) Co Ltd.

sanofi deals 
with flurry 
of claims 
for damages
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tHaI Prime Minister general Prayut 
Chan-o-cha, has ordered an autopsy 
after Jaruchat Madthong, a key wit-
ness in the high-profile hit-and-run 
case allegedly involving Vorayuth 
“Boss” Yoovidhya, was killed in a 
motorcycle accident, Deputy gov-
ernment spokeswoman traisuree 
taisaranakul said on sunday.

the prime minister has vowed to 
pursue justice in the case and punish 
any officer who has committed an 
offence, traisuree said.

saman and ta Wang-Moon, the 
adoptive parents of Jaruchat, were 
contacted by government officials. 
the couple agreed to release the body 
for the post-mortem but requested 
the completion of religious ceremo-
nies being held on sunday.

Jaruchat was killed in a motorcycle 
accident in the early hours of thursday. 
somchai tavino, 50, who was involved 
in the fatal crash with Jaruchat, told 
Chiang Mai police that he did not know 
the deceased before the incident.

However, police study of CCtV 
footage showed on saturday that the 
two had met before the bike accident 
occurred. Police then summoned 
somchai to question him again.

On being confronted by the evi-
dence, somchai revealed that they 
had met at a liquor shop and per-
suaded each other to continue drink-
ing at another shop before they rode 
away on their motorcycles. somchai 
claimed that he had misinformed the 
police initially as he was drunk.

Chiang Rai native Jaruchat was one 
of two key witnesses in the case against 
Vorayuth. Jaruchat had testified that 
the Ferrari was travelling at around 
50-60km/h when his car crashed into 
a bike ridden by a policeman, causing 
his death on september 3, 2012. THE 

NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Philippine President Duterte restores 
Covid-19 restrictions around Manila
P

REsIDENt Rodrigo Duterte 
late on sunday restored 
stricter quarantine restric-
tions around Metropolitan 

Manila after the Philippines tallied 
four straight days of record increas-
es in coronavirus infections, and 
health workers warned of a collapse 
of the healthcare system.

Duterte told a late-evening broad-
cast after meeting with his minis-
ters: “the cry of the moment . . . is 
well taken, and they are right, the 
health workers . . . We agree that you 
are bone-weary, both from the pres-
sure and also the uncertainty and 
fear of getting Covid and not having 
anything in return.”

He approved a recommendation 
from a task force overseeing efforts to 
slow the virus’ spread to put the capi-
tal – home to about 12 million people 
– and a nearby region back on “modi-
fied enhanced community quaran-
tine” from tuesday to august 18.

Only those buying food and sup-
plies and going to work will be al-
lowed to leave their homes.

Quarantine passes will again be 
required, and non-essential busi-
nesses that were allowed to reopen 
recently, such as barbershops and 
salons, may have to shut down.

Churches have already an-
nounced that they will again close 
their doors.

Duterte said: “We’re doing our very 
best. sorry, Manila.”

But he balked at putting Metro 
Manila back on hard lockdown.

“We don’t have money anymore. 
I cannot give food and money any-
more to the people,” he said.

Duterte lifted on June 1 a sweep-
ing, two-month lockdown enforced 
around Metro Manila, as he sought to 
walk the fine line between protecting 
the country’s more than 107 million 
people from Covid-19 while reviving 

the economy facing its biggest con-
traction in more than three decades.

after easing the lockdown, more 
factories and offices were allowed 
to restart their operations. Malls re-
opened, and restaurants again wel-
comed diners.

trains, buses, taxis, ride-sharing 
services and motorised rickshaws 

were back on the road.
In past weeks, churches were again 

holding masses.
Recently, gyms, Internet cafes, tu-

torial and review centres, pet clinics 
and drive-in cinemas were also al-
lowed to reopen.

the government required the 
wearing of masks, and enforced so-

cial distancing rules. still, cases of 
Covid-19 spiked.

On sunday, the Department of 
Health reported 5,032 additional 
cases, its largest single-day increase 
on record, taking the country’s con-
firmed cases to 103,185.

that followed three straight days 
of record increases.

since the lockdown was lifted, 
the country has recorded close to 
75,000 cases.

the Philippines, with its current 
rate of infections, is forecast to over-
take Indonesia this week in terms of 
total cases, making it southeast asia’s 
new epicentre of the pandemic.

With cases continuing to soar, 80 
groups representing 80,000 doctors 
and a million nurses on saturday 
said the Philippines was losing the 
fight against the disease.

“the health sector cannot hold 
the line for much longer,” they said 
in a letter to Duterte.

“We are waging a losing battle 
against Covid-19, and we need to 
draw up a consolidated, definitive 
plan of action,” they said.

they called for a two-week “tim-
eout”, so that the government and 
the health sector could draw up a 
better plan. the ones in place were 
not working, they insisted.

“Our healthcare system has been 
overwhelmed,” they said, adding 
that many doctors and nurses were 
resigning “because of fear, fatigue, 
and poor working conditions”.

addressing them, Duterte said: 
“We are aware that you are tired. 
But we don’t have anywhere else to 
go. You were the ones who have the 
education, the know-how.

“You tell us about your agony, 
and you tell us you’re ready to quit. 
I plead with you, ‘Please don’t’. Our 
countrymen need you.” THE STRAITS 

TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Hanoi tests more than 50,000 people back from Danang
HaNOI authorities have traced 
more than 72,000 people who 
returned to the Vietnamese cap-
ital from Danang since July 8.

Nearly 50,000 of them have 
undergone rapid testing for 
Covid-19, of whom 11 tested 
positive for the sars-CoV-2 coro-
navirus in the first instance.

after confirmatory polymer-
ase chain reaction (PCR) tests, 
10 obtained negative test 
results while one is pending.

Municipal Department of 
Health director Nguyen Khac 
Hien on saturday said all 127 
people who had interactions 
with the two infected people in 
Hanoi, Patient 447 and Patient 
459, have tested negative for 
the novel coronavirus.

However, they will be tested 
again. Meanwhile, they will be 
placed under close medical 
observation.

Hanoi Centre for Disease 
Control deputy director 
truong Quang Viet said some 
health stations in the city have 
been overloaded and test kits 
are running out due to the 
increasing number of people 
registering for rapid testing.

the centre has sent 78,000 test 
kits out of the 80,000 available 
to health stations, thus there are 
only 2,000 kits left in stock.

the municipal Department 

of Health is requesting the 
Ministry of Health to provide 
another 20,000 testing kits.

Hanoi had encouraged peo-
ple who have returned from 
pandemic-hit areas to declare 
their health conditions. those 
with signs of cough, fever, short-
ness of breath must immedi-
ately contact medical facilities. 

the city’s authorities said 
some people continued their 
tours to many provinces in the 
central region after visiting the 
beach city and it was necessary 
to get their medical declarations 
together with those who returned 
from Danang by road and rail.

a working group consisting of 
experts from the Hanoi Medical 
university have volunteered to 
go to Danang city to participate 
in training and supporting test-
ing procedures for Covid-19.

the members of the working 
group are key experienced 
staff of the university who have 
tested nearly 10,000 samples 
at the university’s lab during 
the pandemic.

ta thanh Van, principal of the 
university, said the team will go 
to the central province and stay 
there for as long as required.

the health ministry on sun-
day said it will test the entire 
1.1 million population of Dan-
ang for the coronavirus, as 

reported by the Tuoi Tre 
(Youth) newspaper.

More than 800,000 people had 
travelled to the coastal city since 
July 1 and returned to their home 
provinces and cities, it said.

Meanwhile, the National steer-
ing Committee for Covid-19 Pre-
vention and Control confirmed 
the country’s sixth coronavirus 
death on sunday evening.

the 53-year-old woman, 
known as ‘Patient 429’, is from 
Danang. she had several 
underlying conditions includ-
ing chronic renal failure, dia-
betes and heart issues.

she was treated for chronic 
renal failure at Danang Hospi-
tal from July 19-30. she tested 
positive for the sars-CoV-2 
virus on July 27.

she had breathing difficul-
ties and suffered an acute res-
piratory failure on saturday 
and had to undergo endotra-
cheal intubation.

the patient had to undergo 
continuous dialysis and was 
put on a ventilator on sunday. 
she stopped breathing and was 
pronounced dead at 4:30pm.

the cause of death has been 
announced as acute heart fail-
ure, heart attack, chronic renal 
failure and diabetes with Cov-
id-19 infection.

Nearly 280 Vietnamese citi-

zens from 24 European and 
african countries were brought 
home on sunday, with their 
flight landing at Van Don Inter-
national airport in the north-
ern province of Quang Ninh.

the flight was arranged by 
Vietnamese and French 
authorities, and the national 
flag carrier Vietnam airlines.

also on sunday, more than 

230 Vietnamese citizens in 
thailand were brought home 
on a flight organised by Viet-
namese and thai authorities 
and budget carrier Vietjet air.

More flights are expected to 
be organised to repatriate 
overseas Vietnamese citizens 
according to their wishes, the 
pandemic situation and quar-
antine capacity at home.

a total of 230 Vietnamese 
citizens were flown home from 
the Republic of Korea by a 
flight of budget carrier Vietjet 
air on saturday. 

Right after landing at the air-
port, all passengers were given 
health check-ups and then 
sent to quarantine areas under 
current regulations. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

thai PM calls 
for autopsy 
of witness in 
Red Bull case

Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte approved a recommendation from a task force 
overseeing efforts to slow the virus’ spread to put the capital and a nearby region back 
on ‘modified enhanced community quarantine’ from Tuesday to August 18.MALACANANG 
PRESIDENTIAL PALACE/AFP

The health ministry said it will test the entire 1.1 million population of Danang for the coronavirus. VIETNAM 
NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS
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F
ROM small barter societies to 
the world-wide acceptability 
of fiat money (mainly paper 
money or coin), the evolution 

of payment methodologies through-
out human history has not been any-
thing short of astonishing.

One of the newest members of this 
evolution is bitcoin, which has been 
defined as an “online communica-
tion protocol that facilitates the use 
of virtual currency, including elec-
tronic payments”.

the Financial action task Force 
(FatF), an independent inter-govern-
mental body as well as a global money 
laundering and terrorist financing 
watchdog, defined virtual currency as “a 
digital representation of value that can 
be digitally traded and functions as a 
medium of exchange, and/or a unit of 
account, and/or a store of value but 
does not have the status of legal tender”.

therefore, virtual currencies may be 
considered as a private mode of 
exchange. However, it does not reflect a 
sovereign guarantee of the value or legal 
tender status in any manner whatsoever.

Virtual currency is distinguished 
from fiat currency and also distinct 
from e-money, which is a digital rep-
resentation of fiat currency used to 
electronically transfer value denomi-
nated in fiat currency.

In the era of digitalisation, a major-
ity of the countries are allowing 
transactions through virtual curren-
cies. However, not all governments 
are laying down a bed of roses for the 
use of virtual currencies (such as bit-
coin) in their jurisdictions.

In Bangladesh, virtual currencies 
neither have the status of legal tender 
nor does it fall within the ambit of 
the definition of “currency” or “coin” 
as defined under the Foreign 
Exchange Regulations act, 1947 (the 
“act of 1947”) and the Bangladesh 
Bank Order, 1972.

Interestingly enough, section 2(b)
(ii) of the act of 1947 kept its door 
open for introducing new currencies 
by empowering Bangladesh Bank to 
declare some physical or non-physi-
cal instruments as currency.

this means that the Bangladesh 
Bank has the power to treat the virtu-
al currency as a legal currency by 
publishing a notification under the 
provisions of the act of 1947.

However, instead of declaring the 
virtual currency as a legal currency, 
Bangladesh Bank has prohibited the 
dealing of virtual currencies or crypto-
currencies (such as Bitcoin, Ethereum, 

Ripple, Litecoin) by two cautionary 
notices issued in 2014 and 2017.

Collectively, these two cautionary 
notices connoted that transactions of 
virtual currencies are not supported by 
the act of 1947, the Money Laundering 
Prevention act, 2012, or the anti-ter-
rorism act, 2009 and banks are to 
refrain from making such transactions.

Last year, in a circular directing 
banks to take safeguards against ille-
gitimate online payment through 
international cards, Bangladesh Bank 
termed the purchase of cryptocurren-
cies as an illegitimate online payment.

until recently, a similar sort of pro-
hibition was enforced in India by its 
central bank, the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI).

In 2018, RBI banned cryptocurren-
cies stating, inter alia, all entities reg-
ulated by RBI are not to deal in virtu-
al currencies including bitcoin or 
cryptocurrencies.

However, in a historic judgment 
passed on March 4, 2020, the supreme 
Court of India has lifted the ban on 
cryptocurrencies transaction in India.

In the case of Internet and Mobile 
association vs. RBI, India’s apex 
Court held, amongst other issues, 
that the RBI had failed to provide 
enough empirical data to demon-
strate that virtual currencies had any 
adverse impact on the traditional 
economy and found a total ban on 

trading in virtual currencies to be 
disproportionate and excessive.

Resultantly, the ban of RBI has 
been quashed and India has added 
one more badge on its shoulder of 
digitalisation and globalisation.

the trend in globalisation is adopt-
ing major changes smoothly. Daw-
dling in this aspect may result in a 
major setback for a country in the 
very competitive global market.

It is a widely popular notion of juris-
prudence that law ought to be dictated 
by reason, morality and conscience, 
and changes in laws should be justified 
on two grounds – reason and the will of 
the people regulated by the laws.

Changing laws on the ground of 
reasonableness makes the legal sys-
tem just and effective. One does not 
have to look very far to find reasona-
bleness behind allowing the transac-
tion of cryptocurrency.

It has been reported that Bangla-
desh’s Minister of state for Information 
and Communication technology (ICt) 
said in an event that the time has come 
to think about cryptocurrencies like 
bitcoin and other virtual currencies, 
and he will request Bangladesh Bank to 
think about virtual payment systems.

It was also reported that currently 
around 100 billion taka ($1.2 billion) 
is spent annually for shopping online 
and he expects the 200 billion mark 
to be crossed by 2025.

With the vision of digitalising the 
country, the government is investing 
a lot of money and effort into the ICt 
sector. a remarkable growth in the 
number of freelancers working in the 
ICt sector from Bangladesh has been 
witnessed in recent years.

Experts are seeing this as a way of 
diversifying the modes of bringing in 
foreign currency into Bangladesh. 
since these earnings are in millions, 
soon foreign investments may be 
seen in this sector.

Virtual currencies such as bitcoin 
can very soon become the principal 
mode of transaction in disbursing 
remuneration of online labour. In 
such a situation, if virtual currency 
transactions are prohibited in Bangla-
desh, the freelancers may fall behind 
in acquiring their online earnings.

also, in the era of globalisation, vir-
tual currencies can become a great 
means of liberalising the economy 
and display the government’s role as 
a facilitator, which helps to create an 
enabling environment for foreign 
investment in Bangladesh.

the consequence of this will be an 
increase of confidence on the part of 
foreign investors regarding the ease 
of doing business in Bangladesh. THE 

DAILY STAR (BANGLADESH)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Banning cryptocurrencies: A hurdle 
in the way of digitalisation?

In the era of digitalisation, a majority of the countries are allowing transactions through virtual currencies. However, not all governments 
are laying down a bed of roses for the use of virtual currencies (such as bitcoin) in their jurisdictions. PIXABAY

Md Khademul Islam Choyon and Nafiz Ahmed are 
an Advocate and apprentice lawyer, respectively.

Opinion
Md Khademul Islam Choyon 

and Nafiz Ahmed
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Around the NGOs
a beacon of hope for poor, disadvantaged
Roth Sochieata

t
WIN sisters Chiea sieang Ee 
and Chiea seang Eng used to 
wake up to only leftover rice 
for breakfast. they had no 

school materials, proper clothes to 
put on, or snacks during school break 
time. they also slept on a shared bed 
with other family members.

as is common in large farming 
families, the twins were among eight 
children and they were eventually 
sent to an NgO in Kampong speu 
when their parents could not afford 
to care for them anymore.

“We were introduced to the NgO 
by our aunt. she saw that our family 
condition was quite tough and she 
wanted to take both of us to the Full 
gospel assembly Cambodia Child 
Care Centre (Fga CCCC) where she 
worked as a house mom.

“a family with eight children posed 
a big challenge for our parents,” said 
seang Eng, now 25 years old. the twins 
spent the next 12 years at Fga CCCC, 
which became their second home.

Fga CCCC’s mission is to support 
orphans, street children and those 
from poverty-stricken homes. ac-
cording to the organisation, it pro-
vides a family atmosphere for the 
physical, educational, emotional, 
and spiritual development of chil-
dren during their stay.

Its director sonny Foo shuan sai 
says: “the Centre was built to help 
street children, orphans and children 
from poor families. But over the years 
we have also taken in disadvantaged 
children who are at risk from human 
trafficking, physical abuse and men-
tally unsound parents.”

Located in Chbar Mon town in 
Kampong speu province, Fga CCCC 
was opened in 1996 by a Malaysian 
couple – tan Hock Chye and Mabel 
tan – who was sent on this mission 
by their church in Malaysia.

the founders retired in 2004 and 
passed the baton to another couple. 
today the Centre is run by sonny 
and his wife, Kim.

sonny tells The Post: “I first came to 
Fga CCCC in December 1997 as part 
of a ministry team to celebrate Christ-
mas with the children. that is when I 
was first introduced to the founders.

“With my wife and children, I 
visited again in 2001 and 2003 to 
teach. It was during the latter visit 
that my wife and I felt a calling to 
help the children here.”

With the help of the Ministry of 
social affairs and its department in 
Kampong speu, children in need 
were identified and encouraged to 
enrol at the Fga CCCC.

since Fga CCCC opened its doors, 
294 children have enrolled and 109 of 
them have graduated from grade 12. 
today, about 56 children live there.

sonny says that children receive 
full support for their needs includ-
ing clothes, food, learning materials 
and even health insurance. they re-
ceive a formal education in schools 
and are trained in computer literacy 
and English in the Centre.

“But most importantly, we provide 
them with love and encouragement 
to see them through their difficul-
ties and give them a helping hand 
towards success,” says sonny.

the need for computer literacy was 
noticed by The Post and this month 
the paper and HBs Law Firm and No-
taries donated laptops to the Centre.

“We want to thank The Post for vis-

iting the children and making this 
donation on behalf of itself and HBs 
Law Firm and Notaries.

“the children are very happy and 
thankful to have the computers to 
help them learn, especially with the 
closure of schools during the Covid-
19 pandemic,” sonny says.

several children who have finished 
high school were enabled to pursue 
their studies in Phnom Penh and 
Fga rented a house in the capital to 
accommodate the tertiary students 
and continued to support their edu-
cational needs.

“We take children from age six 
years and above and provide them 
with education until they complete 
high school. some of those who are 
academically-inclined may contin-
ue to receive support for their ter-
tiary studies,” says sonny.

after years of living and learning 
at Fga CCCC, sieang Ee became an 
accountant in a private company 
while seang Eng is now an adminis-
trative officer in a school.

they tell The Post: “We experienced 

a comfortable and happy life in the 
Centre – one that our family could 
never afford. We learned a lot there.

“We had nice food to eat, a good 
place to stay, people encouraging 
and guiding us to make the right 
decisions in our lives, and a good 
house mom who took care of us 
when we were sick.

“We were allowed to have new ex-
periences and to communicate with 
people from various countries. We 
enjoyed our lives tremendously.”

at Fga CCCC, children have extra 
lessons after school and learn com-
munal responsibility through par-
ticipation in duties like maintaining 
the cleanliness of their rooms and 
the grounds.

On special occasions like Khmer 
New Year, and birthdays, Fga CCCC 
prepares a small celebration with 
games, performances and dances 
which all the children take part in 
and enjoy together.

“Children are allowed to visit their 
homes twice a year – Pchhum Ben and 
Khmer New Year. We provide them with 

transportation so they can go home to 
visit their families,” says sonny.

the children also have opportunities 
to learn some skills like planting, arts 
and craft and music. Older children 
are assigned to accompany interna-
tional visitors to the villages to teach 
English and educate the local children, 
often acting as interpreters for them.

“When children reach high school, 
we encourage them to be involved in 
social activities that can help them im-
prove themselves. this way they also 
learn to serve others as good citizens.

“Often, they help by working 
with medical teams and volunteers 
mostly from Malaysia, the us and 
singapore,” says sonny.

He says the Fga CCCC does not 
expect anything from the children 
in return for the years of support 
they receive. “We just want them to 
grow up to be good,morally-upright 
citizens who will serve the country 
as best as they can.

“One way for them to achieve this is 
to study hard, graduate from universi-
ty and help their families to come out 

of poverty. Our greatest happiness is 
to see them successful,” says sonny.

However, he says that Fga CCCC 
recently started an alumni associa-
tion at the behest of some of those 
who had already left, graduated from 
university and started working.

“they wanted to do something for 
us and suggested paying the fees for 
one student in university. We agreed 
to this suggestion, and they started 
a sponsorship Fund among them-
selves, but nobody is forced to con-
tribute to this scholarship.

“It is strictly voluntary for those 
who are willing and financially 
able,” stresses sonny.

He says he and Kim are proud to 
see the children they helped bring 
up get married and provide for their 
own families.

Like a proud parent, sonny says 
that one of them is now a manager 
at a Brown Coffee branch, while an-
other is a senior official at Canadia 
Bank. Yet another is an architect 
who runs his own company. Others 
have become teachers, engineers, 
and entrepreneurs.

tharc sreythoa, 28, who spent 
seven years at Fga CCCC says: “My 
family and my life now are full of 
blessings from god. I’m working as 
a dentist in angkor Dental Labora-
tory in Phnom Penh,” she says.

But sonny says Fga CCCC contin-
ues to face challenges in keeping the 
children focused on their life goals, 
realising their full potential and 
providing for their needs. “We work 
within a budget from the sponsors 
but the cost of maintenance is ever-
increasing,” he says.

Despite the challenges, sonny and 
Kim continue to be passionate for 
Cambodians. “as long as we are able, 
we will continue to help. We thank 
god for the fruit that has come from 
Fga CCCC and hope for more to be 
blessed by the work here,” he says.

the Full gospel assembly Cambo-
dia Child Care Centre (Fga CCCC) is 
located in Chbar Mon city in Kam-
pong speu province. It can be con-
tacted by phone at 012 842 969.

The Full Gospel Assembly Cambodia Child Care Centre provides a sanctuary and community for children unable to be provided for by their parents at home. supplied

The Post management visited the centre to donate laptop computers. YOusOs ApdOulRAsHiM



Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Too clever by ___
  5 Creme de la creme
 10 ___ gin fizz
 14 Hip bones
 15 Communist hero
 16 Mansard, e.g.
 17 Fall fast asleep
 20 Redhead’s secret, perhaps
 21 “Good as gold” and “fresh as  

a daisy”
 22 Environmental problem
 25 Bright star
 26 Feeling blue
 29 One teaching econ, e.g.
 31 Give, as an apology
 35 Ascot, for one
 36 Bacteria in uncooked food
 38 1,000 to start?
 39 What the glass ceiling is
 43 Fourth of July sight
 44 1945 meeting place for the Big 

Three
 45 Auto fuel
 46 Honoring, in a way
 49 Man the bar
 50 Food morsel
 51 Layer cake section

 53 It may cover a diamond
 55 Mouseketeer toppers
 58 Artist’s prop
 62 Take forever
 65 Boxer’s target
 66 Reduce by 50 percent
 67 Turkish honorific
 68 Employed
 69 Resin in adhesives and paints
 70 Dog’s bark
DOWN
  1 Word with “dive” or “five”
  2 Shaving cream additive
  3 King of beasts
  4 Mythical forest-dwellers
  5 Letter that forms a right angle
  6 Flowery Hawaiian welcome  
  7 Invisible, indelible and India
  8 Promotional link
  9 Inspire with love
 10 Land once known as Serendip
 11 Theater seating area
 12 Awed exhalations
 13 The eastern newt
 18 Fool around (with)
 19 Viewed while happening
 23 Huge 1977 film killer

 24 Foolish or scatterbrained
 26 Type of car, nurse or sergeant
 27 Airline-seat locale
 28 Skim, as milk
 30 Parade component
 32 Dog, Down Under
 33 “Pomp and Circumstance” 

composer
 34 Biddy’s bed
 37 Coastal feature
 40 Not tranquil
 41 Large European volcano
 42 Military training groups
 47 Singer Simone
 48 Japanese serving girl
 52 Pertaining to kidneys
 54 Tree with oblong leaves  

and fruit
 55 Heckler’s chorus
 56 Ill at ___ (uncomfortable)
 57 Vaccine developer Jonas
 59 Starch used in pudding
 60 It’s often tested with “Hello!”
 61 Book sheet
 62 Oxlike African antelope
 63 Climbing plant
 64 Escorted

“ON THE MOVE” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution
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a 
stolen cutter, CCtV 
footage, phone taps, 
loose-tongued sus-
pects . . . this is how 

an artwork by famed street 
artist Banksy painted on the 
door of the Bataclan club in 
Paris was discovered in Italy 
18 months after being stolen.

at 4am on January 26, 2019, 
three men wearing hoodies 
and masks take a cutting tool 
to the metal door of the Bata-
clan. 

It is not just any old door, 
but the emergency exit of the 
famous Parisian music venue 
where 90 people were mur-
dered by Islamic state gun-
men on November 13, 2015. 

the stencilled white im-
age is of a “sad young girl” in 
homage to the victims of the 
Bataclan attack. 

It is all over in just a few 
minutes: the thieves load 
the door into the back of the 
Citroen van, whose number 
plate has been made illegible, 
according to captured CCtV 
footage. 

“It was an important inves-
tigation” for the officers, some 
of whom had worked on the 
Bataclan attack, a source 
close to the case tells aFP. 

By “honing in” on phones 
located in the vicinity of the 
Bataclan at the time and then 
along the route taken by the 
getaway van, tracked using 
surveillance cameras, police 
are able to identify and tap 
the lines. 

a year later, police de-
tain three men suspected 
of breaking into a DIY shop 
in the Isere department in 
southeastern France. 

a cutting tool is among the 

stolen objects and one of the 
suspects boasts of having 
been involved in a break-in 
in Paris.

With a link now established 
between the suspects and 
the theft of Banksy’s “the sad 
young girl”, police use wire-
taps and surveillance to track 
down the receivers of the sto-
len artwork.

according to the investiga-
tors’ findings, the artwork is 
taken first to Isere, then to 
the south of France and from 
there on to Italy.

‘Like trying to re-sell the 
Mona Lisa’

In Italy, the painting is ini-
tially hidden in a hotel in tor-
toreto, in the central region of 
abruzzo. 

But when the hotel under-
goes renovation work, it is 
relocated to an abandoned 
farm in sant’Omero, some 15 
km away. 

the hotel’s owner, an ac-
quaintance of one of the men 
suspected of receiving stolen 
goods, Mehdi Meftah, says he 
did not know what the bulky 
package contained. 

Police decide to detain the 
whole gang, but the arrests 
are hampered by the coro-
navirus lockdown, the source 
tells aFP. 

In a joint operation with 
Italian police, the investiga-
tors seize “the sad young girl” 

in abruzzo on June 10. 
the attendant publicity 

forces police to speed up the 
arrests and a total of nine 
people are detained in France 
in the following days. 

two are charged with rob-
bery in an organised gang 
and another four with receiv-
ing stolen goods, including 
Mehdi Meftah.

the 39-year-old, with his 
bouncer-like looks and tat-
toos, founded the luxury t-
shirt brand “BL1.D”, which 
has an 18-carat gold ingot 
sewn into the neckline. He 
is suspected of ordering the 
theft. 

“His accomplices say he 
wanted to keep the door for 
one of his houses,” says the 
source close to the investiga-

tion, acknowledging that try-
ing to re-sell such an artwork 
would be “very difficult”. 

“It would be like trying to 
re-sell the Mona Lisa,” his 
lawyer, Yves sauvayre, tells 
the weekly newspaper, Jour-
nal du Dimanche, denying his 
client had ordered the theft. 

“He was presented with a 
fait accompli. He agreed to 
take the door to help out old 
acquaintances. He didn’t pay 
a penny,” the lawyer says. 

at the moment, the artwork, 
handed back to France by the 
Italian authorities, is under 
seal and is being guarded by 
Paris police. AFP 

the investigation 
that led police to  
stolen Banksy in Italy

A policeman stands guard near a piece of art attributed to Banksy, that was stolen at the Bataclan in Paris in 
2019, and found in Italy. AFP

‘It was an important 
investigation’ for the officers, 
some of whom had worked 

on the Bataclan attack 



Sport
15THE PHNOM PENH POST  august  4, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

L
EWIs HaMILtON said he 
feared he may not have 
made it home when a last 
lap puncture almost de-

railed his charge to a record seventh 
British grand Prix victory on sun-
day.

“I didn’t think I would make it 
round the last two corners,” admit-
ted the world champion.

the front left tyre of his Mercedes 
had delaminated and deflated on 
his final lap, leaving the six-time 
world champion to nurse his car 
to the finish as second-placed Max 
Verstappen hunted him down.

“I just can’t believe it,” said the 
championship leader. 

“It was heart-stopping. I backed off 
and stayed chilled and was so glad it 
happened on the straight – not on a 
high-speed corner like Copse. that 
would have been a disaster.”

Hamilton claimed a record seventh 
home win – passing alain Prost’s total 
of six home wins in France - to increase 
his career total to 87, four short of Mi-
chael schumacher’s record of 91.

He also passed ayrton senna’s 
record of most races led from start 
to finish with his 20th lights-to-flag 
victory, but he conceded it was a 
race finish like nothing he had pre-
viously experienced.

“up until that last lap everything 
was relatively smooth-sailing,” said 
Hamilton. 

“[teammate] Valtteri [Bottas] was 
really pushing incredibly hard, I was 
doing some management of the 
tyres. then, when I heard his went, I 
looked at mine and it seemed fine.

“In the last few laps, I started to 
back off and then on the last lap it 

deflated. that was a real heart in the 
mouth moment.

“You could see it falling off the 
rim. From then, I was just managing 
it and I was just praying to get round 
and not be too slow.”

‘Survival instincts took over’
“I have definitely never experi-

enced anything like that on the last 
lap and my heart nearly stopped.

“I could hear him [Verstappen] 
catching me. It was 30 seconds, 20, 
19, 15, 10 and then seven. a horrible 
feeling. I thought he would catch 
me on the line, but thankfully I got 
it home.

“I had to stay cool. I had no choice. 
My survival instincts took over.”

Reminded that the weather fore-
cast for next weekend’s 70th anni-
versary grand Prix, at the same cir-
cuit, is for higher temperatures and, 
on softer tyres, more wear problems, 
Hamilton said he was not intending 
to worry.

“If it’s hotter and worse, it’s not for 
me to stress about now.”

Hamilton raised his right arm with 
a clenched fist on the podium and 
later added that he was happy at 
the much improved demonstration 
of drivers’ solidarity in the pre-race 
anti-racism ceremony that took 
place on the start-finish line before 
the national anthem.

“I spent a lot of time talking to se-
nior people and in the end we had 
everyone on board,” he said. 

“Everyone agreed that we had not 
done enough to this point and we 
needed to make it look much better 
set up, planned and prepared – a lot 
more professional.” afp

Hamilton ekes 
out victory after 
‘heart-stopping’ 
puncture in Britain

PHILaDELPHIa Eagles coach 
Doug Pederson has tested 
positive for Covid-19, becom-
ing the second NFL coach to 
test positive for the coronavi-
rus, but remains asymptom-
atic, the NFL club announced 
sunday.

New Orleans saints coach 
sean Payton contracted Covid-
19 in March, when the global 
pandemic first struck the 
united states, but has since re-
ceived medical clearance.

Pederson, 52, coached the 
Eagles to victory over the New 
England Patriots in the 2018 
super Bowl and suited up as 
a reserve quarterback for the 
green Bay Packers in their 
1997 super Bowl triumph 
over New England.

“We received confirmation 
this evening that head coach 

Doug Pederson tested posi-
tive for Covid-19,” the Eagles 
said in a statement.

“Pederson is asymptom-
atic and doing well. He is 
currently in self-quarantine 
and in communication with 
the team’s medical staff. the 
organization is following the 
protocols established by the 
NFL and the NFL Players as-
sociation.

“any individuals in close 
contact with Pederson at our 
facility have been notified 
and will continue with daily 
testing procedures and com-
pliance with all protocols be-
fore returning to the facility.”

Pederson will continue to 
lead virtual meetings with 
players while assistant coach-
es will handle on-site duties 
in training camp. afp

ItaLIaN sprinter sonny Col-
brelli of the Bahrain-McLaren 
team won a bunch sprint 
on stage two of the four-day 
French Route d’Occitanie race 
on sunday after a 174.5km 
run from Carcassonne to Cap 
Decouverte.

Britain’s Chris Froome and 
Colombian tour de France 
champion Egan Bernal are 
warming up on the race for the 
upcoming tour which embarks 
from nearby Nice on august 29.

after embarking from the for-
tified city of Carcassonne with 
its medieval citadel the pair fin-
ished with the main pack being 
cheered on by a scattering of 
masked locals at the finish line 
at an adventure park.

saturday’s stage winner, 
French sprinter Bryan Coquard, 
came home second and keeps 
hold of the overall lead until 
Monday’s mountain stage.

the run out is Bernal’s first 
race in Europe since the tour 
of Lombardy last October and 
he and the others face a real 

test on Monday’s third stage 
which culminates with a long, 
tough climb.

Ineos sports director ga-
briel Rasch said the first two 
days had been about protect-
ing Bernal.

“tomorrow is a gC [general 
classification] day, so for us it is 
a big day and we’re going to ride 

the race how we want,” he said.
“We can dictate the pace 

and make it ‘our race’,” he told 
the Ineos website.

Bernal is 12th overall with 
fellow tour de France winner 
Froome down in 85th spot.

Rasch has taken over the 
role of affable Frenchman Ni-
colas Portal, who died from 

heart failure in March.
Ineos team principal Dave 

Brailsford said that for the 
tour, a new arrangement 
would be found.

“We’re going to take more of 
our directors than usual to the 
tour. For now, gabba [Rasch] 
has taken on the lead role,” said 
Brailsford, who added Portal 
was keenly missed by the team.

some sections of Monday’s 
summit finish on the Col de 
Beyrede are at a staggeringly 
tough 17 per cent incline, with 
one 1km section with an aver-
age of 12.

an early fall sunday saw 
French hope Romain Bardet 
nursing a badly grazed left el-
bow and shoulder.

a 24-hour traffic ban has 
already been imposed on the 
tough summit finish on Mon-
day where spectators can 
climb on foot or by bike in an 
attempt to avoid the kind of 
pop up motorhome villages 
that straddle summit finishes 
on the tour de France. afp

Eagles’ Pederson 
becomes second 
NFL head coach to 
contract Covid-19 

Bernal and Froome keep pace as 
Colbrelli wins Occitanie second stage

Italy’s Sonny Colbrelli of team Bahrain-Mclaren celebrates as he 
crosses the finish line at Cap Decouverte in France. pool/afp 

Hamilton celebrates his record-breaking seventh home win by spraying thrid-placed Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles Leclerc 
with champagne. Hamilton now has 87 Formula One wins, four shy of Michael Schumacher’s record 91. pool/afp

Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton suffers a puncture to his front left tyre near the finish of the Formula One British Grand 
Prix at the Silverstone motor racing circuit in Silverstone, central England. afp
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Rockets explode on the NBa-best Bucks
R

ussELL Westbrook 
scored 31 points and 
James Harden added 
24 sunday to rally the 

Houston Rockets over NBa 
overall leader Milwaukee 120-
116 despite a big night for gi-
annis antetokounmpo.

the Bucks led 112-104 af-
ter Khris Middleton’s three-
pointer with 3:14 to play, but 
Houston closed the game 
with a 16-4 run.

“It’s amazing,” Westbrook 
said. “We fought through. 
adversity showed up and we 
showed off. all the guys in our 
locker room showed up to 
play for 48 minutes.”

the Rockets went 21-of-
61 from three-point range, 
matching an NBa record for 
the most three-point attempts 
by a club in a non-overtime 
game, with Danuel House hit-
ting four and Harden among 
five other players who landed 
three from outside the arc.

“You have to make the right 
reads and trust your team-
mates and that’s what I tried 
to do all night long,” said 
Westbrook.

the Rockets also rallied 
from seven points down in 
the final minute to defeat Dal-
las on Friday.

Westbrook, on a career-best 
run of 36 consecutive games 
with 20 or more points, hit 
10-of-21 from the floor, 1-of-3 
from beyond the arc, and 10-
of-12 free throws. Harden had 
six steals, seven rebounds and 
seven assists.

greek big man antetokoun-
mpo led the Bucks with 36 
points, 18 rebounds and eight 
assists. Middleton had 27 
points and 12 rebounds and 

Brook Lopez added 23 points 
and 12 rebounds.

“We’ve got to keep execut-
ing at the end of close games,” 
antetokounmpo said. “We 
weren’t able to do that. We’ve 
got to find the open man and 
hit more shots.”

Tatum leads Celtics
the Rockets improved to 42-

24, level with utah for fourth 
in the Western Conference 

and only one game behind 
Denver, while the Bucks fell 
to 54-13, still the best record 
in the NBa and six games bet-
ter than toronto to top the 
Eastern Conference.

In the other feature inter-
conference game, Jayson 
tatum scored 34 points and 
Jaylen Brown added 30 to 
spark the Boston Celtics over 
Portland 128-124.

gordon Hayward added 22 

points for the Celtics, includ-
ing two crucial free throws with 
three seconds to play to help 
seal a Boston win after squan-
dering a 24-point advantage.

Boston opened the game 
by making 9-of-12 shots, five 
of them for three points, for a 
26-15 lead and stretched their 
advantage from there before 
the trail Blazers rallied.

Portland’s Damian Lillard 
had 30 points and 16 assists 

while Jusuf Nurkic added 30 
points and nine rebounds for 
the trail Blazers.

DeRozan seals it for Spurs
the san antonio spurs, 

powered by 21 points and 
10 rebounds from Dejounte 
Murray, edged eighth-place 
Memphis in a Western Con-
ference game. 

DeMar DeRozan completed 
a 108-106 win by sinking two 

free throws with one second 
remaining, the last of his 14 
points. grizzlies rookie star 
Ja Morant had 25 points and 
nine assists in a losing cause.

the Memphis loss ensured 
a playoff spot for the Dallas 
Mavericks even before they 
took the court for a 117-115 
loss to the Phoenix suns. It will 
be the first Dallas post-season 
appearance since 2016.

Phoenix’s Devin Booker 
scored 30 points and Ricky Ru-
bio added 20, both hitting key 
free throws in the final minutes 
to preserve the suns’ lead.

Luka Doncic led Dallas 
with 40 points while Kri-
staps Porzingis added 30 for 
the Mavericks.

Caris LeVert scored 34 
points, 14 of them in the last 
seven minutes, to spark the 
Brooklyn Nets over Washing-
ton 118-110. 

Jarrett allen had 22 points 
and 15 rebounds and Joe Har-
ris scored a season-high 27 
points for Brooklyn, which 
moved seven games ahead of 
the ninth-place Washington 
in the Eastern Conference.

the Wizards must be within 
four games of eighth to force 
a play-in series and they have 
only six games remaining.

Orlando stayed half a game 
ahead of Brooklyn by routing 
sacramento 132-116 behind 
25 points from terrence Ross 
plus 23 points and 11 re-
bounds from Nikola Vucevic.

the Magic’s victory joy was 
dampened by a third-quarter 
left leg injury to Jonathan 
Isaac, who had just worked 
his way back from a left knee 
injury. He exited the court in a 
wheelchair. afp

thomas outduels Koepka for WgC win, World No1
JustIN thomas reclaimed the world 
No1 ranking on sunday by outdueling 
defending champion Brooks Koepka 
down the stretch to win the WgC st 
Jude Invitational by three strokes.

thomas, who began the day four 
shots off the lead, fired a five-under par 
65 final round to thwart Koepka’s 
repeat bid and take the title at tPC 
southwind in Memphis, tennessee, on 
a 72-hole total of 13-under 267.

“It means a lot, especially with how 
I felt like I did it,” thomas said. “In the 
past, I struggled with coming from 
behind. I got wrapped up in how far I 
was behind and how many people.”

the 27-year-old became the third-
youngest us Pga tour player in the past 
60 years to reach 13 career wins, behind 
tiger Woods and Jack Nicklaus and just 
ahead of Rory McIlroy.

Koepka, who seeks a third consecutive 
Pga Championship victory next week 
in san Francisco, closed with a double 
bogey after finding water off the 18th tee 
and slid into sharing second on 270 with 
us compatriots Daniel Berger and Phil 
Mickelson and England’s tom Lewis.

thomas, the 2017 Pga Champion-
ship winner, jumped from third past 
McIlroy and top-ranked spaniard Jon 
Rahm to retake world No1, a spot he 
held for four weeks in 2018.

“It was a hard-fought day, but it 
meant a lot,” thomas said.

three weeks ago, thomas squandered 
a three-stroke lead with three holes to 
play, two bogeys dropping him into a play-
off with Collin Morikawa that he lost.

“I feel like I learned a lot from that,” he 
said. “I just didn’t get ahead of myself any-
time those last two, three holes, where I 
felt like my mind was kind of wandering 
and maybe thinking about winning.

“I basically just told myself to shut 
up and figure out what you’re doing 
because I could lose that tournament 
just as easily as I won it.

“I was really proud of myself to stay in 
the moment and get it done,” he said.

‘Unbelievably lucky’
a back-nine shootout saw Koepka, 

thomas, Berger and 54-hole leader 
Brendon todd deadlocked with Lewis 
for the lead on 11-under, while austral-
ian Jason Day, american Chez Reavie 
and England’s Matthew Fitzpatrick 
were on 10-under.

Koepka sank a birdie putt from just 
inside 10 feet at the par-4 13th to seize 
the lead at 12-under.

thomas found the left rough at 15 
but blasted his approach to six feet and 
made the birdie putt to match Koepka 
for the lead.

thomas then sent his tee shot way 
right at the par-5 16th, but recovered by 
blasting to the low rough just left of the 
fairway and dropped his approach three 
feet from the cup, tapping in a birdie to 
claim the lead alone at 13-under.

“I got unbelievably lucky,” thomas 
said. “somehow, that calmed me down. 
You usually only get lucky like that 
when you win the tournament.

“Luckily, I hung on and stayed patient 
and positive.”

Koepka scrambled on 16 but missed 
an eight-foot par putt to fall two adrift, 
only to sink a 40-foot birdie putt at the 
par-3 17th to move back within a stroke 
as he walked to the 18th tee.

But Koepka sent his tee shot into the 
water and put his third into a greenside 
bunker, sealing the victory for thomas.

Mickelson matched a third-place 
effort at Pebble Beach for his best result 
of the season, as the world’s top golfers 
set their sights on tPC Harding Park 
and next week’s first major tournament 
of a year in which Covid-19 has played 
havoc with the schedule.

the British Open was called off, the 
Pga was moved from May to next 
week, the us Open shifted from June 
to september and the Masters moved 
from its traditional first major spot in 
april to November. afp

Russell Westbrook scored 31 points and James Harden added 24 on Sunday to rally the Houston Rockets over Milwaukee 120-116. afp

Justin Thomas reclaimed the No1 ranking on Sunday with win at WGC St Jude. afp
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