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All inbound flights set 
to face added scrutiny
Khorn Savi

M
INISTRY of 
Health spokes-
person Or 
Vandine said 

on Monday that the min-
istry is monitoring all in-
bound flights, after it was 
announced that only those 
from Malaysia and Indonesia 
will be temporarily cancelled 

from August 1.
Vandine said on Monday 

that the two countries were 
identified as most Cambo-
dians who travelled home 
from the US, France, the 
Philippines, Saudi Arabia, 
Russia, Egypt and Mali came 
through them, and caused a 
spike in Covid-19 cases.

She was responding to crit-
ics who questioned why only 

flights from Malaysia and 
Indonesia were temporarily 
axed but not those from Chi-
na when an aviation com-
pany claimed it had the most 
flights to Cambodia.

Vandine also said: “Current-
ly, the global pandemic has 
not yet abated. We observed 
that a large number of coun-
tries didn’t carry out mea-
sures to test passengers be-

fore allowing them on board 
planes. So, this is a risk. 

“When a passenger is posi-
tive for the virus, the plane car-
rying it and passes it on to oth-
er individuals on the aircraft. In 
other words, it can pass from 
one country to another and 
from one area to another.”

She said the temporary

UXO blast kills boy, injures three
Soth Koemsoeun

A FIVE-YEAR-OLD boy was 
killed in Preah Vihear prov-
ince on Sunday when a B-40 
rocket he was playing with 
near his home exploded.

The boy’s father and his two 
young female cousins suffered 
injuries in the blast, which 
occurred in Kantuot com-
mune, Choam Ksan district.

District police chief O Seng 
on Monday identified the boy 
as Man Ma. His two cousins, 
10-year-old Bou Khim and 
eight-year-old Heng Sreypov 
suffered serious injuries in the 
explosion. The boy’s father 
and the girls’ uncle, Sam 
Saman, was sleeping close by 
and suffered minor injuries to 
his hands and shoulders.

Immediately after the inci-

dent, he said, police escorted 
the families of both girls to 
Preah Vihear Referral Hospital, 
where they were admitted.

Sreypov injured her left calf 
and hand and sustained an 
abrasion to her body while 
Khim suffered injuries to her 
right thigh and chest, he said.

“Their parents are taking 
care of them in hospital. We 
went to the scene right after 

the incident to assess the 
situation and questioned 
witnesses there,” Seng said.

Commune police chief Chan 
Hun on Monday said Saman 
found the B-40 rocket in a rice 
field three months ago. He 
tested it at the time to see if it 
would explode by placing it in 
fire and watching from a

Thai police 
probe case 
of Red Bull 
heir ‘Boss’
THAI police opened an internal 
investigation on Monday after 
charges were dropped against a 
billionaire Red Bull heir in a fatal 
hit-and-run case as outrage 
boiled over a perceived culture 
of impunity for the rich.

Vorayuth “Boss” Yoovidhya, 
the grandson of the co-found-
er of energy drink giant Red 
Bull Beverage Co Ltd, was 
accused of killing a police 
officer when he crashed his 
Ferrari in Bangkok in 2012.

One of the heirs to the fam-
ily’s multi-billion-dollar for-
tune, Vorayuth’s case received 
renewed public scrutiny after 
news on Friday that all charg-
es against him had been 
dropped last month.

The public has latched onto 
“Boss” as an example of the 
kingdom’s ultra-rich appar-
ently enjoying different stand-
ards, and have taken to social 
media to vent their anger.

Following a weekend of vit-
riol on Twitter which led to 
trending hashtags like #Boycot-
tRedBull and #BossRedBull, a 
police spokesman announced 
a change of heart.

Spokesman Krissana Patta-
nacharoen said: “Police Gen-
eral Jakthip Chaijinda has set 
up an investigation team. The 
15-day probe will find the facts 
and show transparency and 
justice to everyone to see 
whether the case followed 
police procedures.”

Police initially defended the 
decision, saying the attorney 
general’s office had sent them 
a letter in June informing 
them they were dropping the 
charges.

One of the charges of reck-
less driving causing death had 
several more years before the 
statute of limitations was set 
to expire.

But by Sunday afternoon, 
under pressure, the attorney 
general’s office announced it 
would set up a committee to 
investigate its own decision.

Red Bull’s maker TCP Group 
distanced itself from Vorayuth 
in a rare public statement on 
Sunday, saying he has never 
assumed any role in the com-
pany’s daily operations. AFP

a b-40 rocket exploded near a home in preah Vihear province, taking the life of a five-year-old and injuring three others. CMAA
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Niem Chheng

A RESEARCH report released by 
four civil society organisations 
on Monday warns that develop-
ment in the Boeung Tompun 
lake puts 1.2 million Phnom 
Penh residents, or half the city’s 
population, in danger of floods.

One thousand families are at 
risk of eviction, loss of income 
and food insecurity from un-
sustainable private develop-
ment, said the human rights 
groups report – Smoke on the 
water: A human rights and so-
cial impact assessment of the 
destruction of the Boeung Tom-
pun/Cheung Ek wetlands.

The 70-page report in Khmer 
and English was published by 
the Cambodian League for the 
Promotion and Defence of Hu-
man Rights (Licadho), Cam-
bodia Youth Network (CYN), 
Equitable Cambodia (EC), and 
Sahmakum Teang Tnaut (STT).

The report said 370,000 
to 380,000 cubic metres of 
wastewater is discharged into 
Boeung Tompun lake every 
day and it is filled with 77.66 
million cubic metres of sand.

It said large private compa-
nies developing in the area 
include ING Holdings, Chip 
Mong Land Group, AEON 
Mall, Orkide Villa and Borey 
Peng Huoth.

“If this activity continues, 
more than 1,000 families will 
be forced to leave their homes. 
The area of Boeung Tompun 
lake has been cut and divided 
for development companies 
according to a sub-decree 
between 2017 and 2019, and 
the area of the lake wetlands, 
which previously covered at 
least 1,500ha, will be reduced 
to only 107ha,” the report said.

The four organisations cit-
ed several human rights and 
environmental impacts, in-
cluding evictions, the loss of 
livelihoods, the loss of wild-
life species and pollution of 
the Bassac and Mekong riv-
ers due to inflow of untreated 
wastewater.

However, the report makes 
clear that the findings are 
only estimates and intended 
to inform the government of 
risks posed by the projects.

STT executive director Soe-
ung Saran said: “The Govern-
ment has the responsibility 
to ensure that it protects the 
people from human rights 
abuses. This report is designed 
to highlight the risks so the 

government can take action 
now where appropriate.”

The four organisations 
made recommendations for 
the government to consider 
in developing the area.

They include ceasing further 
development in the wetlands 
area until all land disputes 
and environmental and hu-
man rights impacts are clearly 
understood, ensure that more 
research is produced to fully 
understand the effects of the 
ING City project and the loss 
of wetlands, and resolve land 
disputes and evictions based 
on human rights principles.

The groups called on the 
government to adhere to hu-
man rights and promote trans-
parency, including releasing 
the names of sand-dredging 
environment licence holders.

Phnom Penh Municipal 
Hall spokesman Met Meas 
Pheakdey dismissed the re-
port’s findings.

“There is no need to re-
spond to this report because 
the results of the assessment 
are not clear, independent or 
balanced,” he said.

Government spokesman 
Phay Siphan said on Monday 
that the report does not ad-
dress the realities of the situa-
tion because the government 
and Phnom Penh Municipal 
Hall have already studied the 
environmental impact and pre-
pared proper water avoidance 
measures to prevent flooding.

He said Boeung Tompun lake 
is a reservoir for water from the 
Mekong in the rainy season 
and rainwater from highlands 
such as Kampong Speu, and 
parts of Takeo province. 

It is also a reservoir for wa-
ter flowing from the Stung 
Meanchey and Prek Ho rivers. 
The city has built a canal to pre-
vent water from those sources 
flowing into the lake and di-
verting it to Ta Mok Lake.

“I do not understand if the 
writers have studied Phnom 
Penh. Phnom Penh has been 
developing land from water 
areas for development since 
1958. At that time Orussey 
Market was a lake. Phnom 
Penh only had Wat Phnom 
and the Royal Palace,” he said.

He said drainage from the 
lake into the Mekong was also 
unaffected because the water 
was pre-treated. He said hu-
man needs are developing with 
a clear study of the impact.
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distance. When it didn’t, he 
thought it was safe and brought 
it to his home.

On the day of the incident, 
Ma and his two cousins played 
with the rocket close to the 
house and it exploded while 
Ma was handling it.

The explosion killed Ma 
instantly. After the incident, his 
parents gathered his remains 
for his funeral, Hun said.

“These kinds of incidents are 
commonplace in Kantuot com-
mune and other parts of Choam 
Ksan district, given the extent of 
mines and unexploded ord-
nance here. These areas used to 
be battlefields for Cambodia 
and Thailand and especially the 
Khmer Rouge,” he said.

Senior Minister in charge of 
Special Missions and first vice-

president of the Cambodian 
Mine Action and Victim Assist-
ance Authority (CMAA) Ly 
Thuch said on july 14 that the 
government released an out-
look and a clear-cut set of strat-
egies to put an end to the threat 
posed by mines and unexplod-
ed ordnance in the Kingdom.

He said the government 
plans to eradicate all mines 
and unexploded ordnance by 
2025 – an effort which will 
require human resources, 
tools and money.

Thuch called for national 
and international actors and 
relevant parties to further raise 
awareness about mines and 
unexploded ordnance.

He also called on local 
authorities to brief communi-
ties on mines and unexploded 
ordnance to prevent avoidable 
catastrophes.

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

POLICE arrested a man on 
Sunday for kicking his wife 
to death at Kraing Daun Tei 
village, Chaom Chao II com-
mune, in the capital’s Por Sen 
Chey district.

Phnom Penh Military Po-
lice director Maing Soklux 
told The Post on Monday 
that Chhem Ngih, 30, and a 

resident of Kandal village, 
in Phteah Rong commune, 
Phnom Kravanh district, Pur-
sat province, was arrested for 
killing his wife, Sok Khun, 39.

“The violence started because 
the husband was drunk and an-
gry that his wife refused to get 
him drinking water. He kicked 
her in the back causing her to 
fall and pass out. She died at the 
hospital,” Soklux said.

The suspect is being ques-
tioned by police.

Por Sen Chey district deputy 
police chief Chea Sovann told 
The Post a forensic police team 
inspected the scene to gather 
information from people and 
workers there. They then went 
to the Por Sen Chey Referral 
Hospital to review the autopsy.

“According to the autopsy re-
sults, the woman had bruises 

on her back and internal bruis-
es. Those bruises were likely the 
result of being beaten by her 
husband in the past. This result 
is consistent with the responses 
of relatives and workers who 
said the suspect beat his wife 
when drunk,” Sovann said.

He said the victim’s body 
has been handed over to rela-
tives to be taken to her home-
town in Pursat province.

Mine-action authority 
calls for all-inclusive 
demining initiative 

Man kicks wife to death in Phnom Penh

Land dispute villagers gather at 
PM’s office, seek intervention
Long Kimmarita

A 
GROuP of village 
families gathered in 
front of Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen’s office 

on Monday to petition him to 
intervene on their behalf in a 
land dispute.

The 33 families claim to 
have resided on the land for 16 
years until they were evicted.

The petition stated that in 
2004, the authorities moved 
339 families from Phnom 
Penh Thmey village, Phnom 
Penh Thmey commune, in 
Russey Keo district, to Chek 
Thmey village, Kouk Roka 
commune, Prek Pnov district. 

It said Phnom Penh Munici-
pal Hall tackled the issue for 237 
families and promised to pro-
vide solutions for the remain-
ing, but nothing happened. 

“The land on which the 
families reside was granted 
by Phnom Penh Municipal 
Hall to the Svay Chek Thmey 
community on September 21, 
2004,” the petition read.

Svay Chek Thmey commu-
nity chief Khieu Phally told 
The Post on Monday that all 
33 families have lived on the 
land for 16 years. He said 
now a man named Sok Heng 
claims to own it.

“We sent a petition to the 
Cabinet of Prime Minister 

Hun Sen because we have no 
solution. We are concerned 
that the court will seize our 
houses and send us to prison. 
We want the prime minister 
to find justice for us,” he said.

Phally said after sending 
the petition, district officials 
asked Phnom Penh Munici-
pal Hall to look into the issue 
for the citizens.

“After sending the petition, 
Prek Pnov district officials 
delivered us to the district of-
fice. Officials said the land we 

are settled on belongs to the 
State and no one has a right to 
occupy it. They have to wait 
for an answer from the mu-
nicipal hall,” he said. 

Prek Pnov district gover-
nor Sok Sambath told The 
Post on Monday that this is 
an old issue. He then hung 
up the phone.

Cambodian Human Rights 
and Development Associa-
tion (Adhoc) spokesperson 
Soeung Sen Karuna said he 
didn’t know who is right. 

There was no complaint on 
file from the citizens.

“Normally, sending a peti-
tion to the government hap-
pens when citizens face injus-
tice from officials or no one 
will handle their concerns.

“If they make a request 
to the national level, there 
should be a proper investiga-
tion of the issue. If possible, 
the State should consider al-
lowing them to settle down 
there because they face a lot 
of hardship,” he said.

A group of 33 families gather in front of Prime Minister Hun Sen’s office to ask for his intervention on their 
behalf in a land dispute. HONG MENEA

Report: Half of 
capital residents 
in danger of floods

The report said 370,000 to 380,000 cubic metres of wastewater is 
discharged into Boeung Tompun lake every day and it is filled with 
77.66 million cubic metres of sand. HONG MENEA
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Voun Dara

MINISTER of Information 
Khieu Kanharith said on 
Monday the ministry will 
permanently close any radio 
station that interferes with 
aircraft frequencies.

The minister said this at a 
signing ceremony of a joint 
statement on “Measures to 
Prevent and Eliminate Inter-
ference to Aircraft Radio”.

Three ministries are in-
volved – the ministries of 
Posts and Telecommunica-
tions; Information, and the 
State Secretariat of Civil 
Aviation. 

“The radio stations have to 
fix their radio frequencies. 
If they still cause problems, 
we will close the stations 
permanently. The important 
point is the owners of radio 
stations have to change or 
repair their tools to prevent 
airspace interference in 
Cambodia,” said Kanharith.

He said in some cases, a 
radio station has only one 
antenna. The owner then 
rents it to three or more radio 
stations nearby and that can 
cause problems with aircraft 
radio frequencies.

“If they do not follow the 
advice, we will close their ra-

dio stations. We have closed 
some stations already. For 
instance, we suspended ra-
dio 107 until it changed the 
broadcast tool to prevent the 
same problem.

“It is now allowed to op-
erate again. We also closed 
radio 102.3 in Siem Reap 
province. This station rented 
its antenna to other stations 
which interfered with the 
aircraft frequency,” he said. 

State Secretariat of Civil Avi-
ation Minister Mao Havan-
nall said the evolution of ra-
dio and television equipment 
means a lot of airwaves have 
signals close together, result-
ing in transmission between 
civil aviation radio waves and 
radio station waves.

“Pilots will always follow the 
order of a terrestrial control-
ler. If a pilot cannot receive 
information from the terres-
trial controller, it becomes a 
safety issue,” he said. 

Cambodian journalists As-
sociation (Cambo-jA) exec-
utive-director Nop Vy said in 
his experience of working in 
radio stations, many techni-
cal issues require oversight, 
but he urged transparency.

“I support signing on to 
conduct technical work with 
these institutions, but I en-
courage officials to do their 
jobs transparently. There are 
a lot of bad officials in our 
society who will use this op-
portunity for self-interest,” 
he said.

Continued from page 1

cancellation of flights serves 
to ensure the safety of Cam-
bodians.

“The cancellations serve 
to mitigate the risk of infec-
tions in Cambodia and re-
duce the possibility of com-
munity transmission. 

It is difficult for individuals, 
but it will be even more dif-
ficult if infection cases in the 
country increase,” she said.

In the past, the government 
suspended six fights from the 
uS, Germany, Italy, Spain and 
Iran, and Vandine stressed 
that the ministry was moni-
toring other flights too with 
the utmost care.

“Given the actual situa-
tion, when we observe infec-
tion cases rising, the min-
istry will have a discussion 
and propose a request to the 
head of the government for 
approval,” she said.

The ministry on Monday 
confirmed that four Covid-
19 patients had recovered, 
bringing the total to 147 pa-
tients recovered among 225 
total Covid-19 patients.

She said from january 27 to 
May 16 this year, Cambodia 
had cured all 122 Covid-19 
patients. Of the number, 83 
per cent were imported from 
abroad and 17 per cent of 
patients had contracted the 
virus from those who had im-
ported it from abroad.

She said of the 103 new 

cases, all were imported 
from aboard. As of july 27, 
Cambodia had imported up 
to 86 cases.

“The detection of cases over 
the last five days is worrisome 
for public health. When cases 
keep spiking, we have to be 
extremely cautious. When 
cases surge, it burdens the 
health system.  The use of 
budget resources for checking 
and treating those cases also 
increase drastically,” she said.

Starting from next month, 

citizens will observe many 
national holidays. In August, 
a five-day break is planned for 
Khmer New year.  The Pchum 
Ben festival follows in Sep-
tember and the Water Festival 
will be held in late October.

During the holidays, the 
Ministry of Health is con-
cerned that Covid-19 could en-
ter communities when citizens 
take trips to tourist destina-
tions and visit their relatives in 
their hometowns if measures 
aren’t implemented first.

Aircraft 
jamming 
stations 
to be axed

Health ministry concerned with 
Covid-19 spike before holidays

Former government official’s 
eight-year graft sentence to stay

ASEM13 delayed 
until ‘May or june’

Kim Sarom

T
HE Phnom Penh Ap-
peal Court on Mon-
day upheld the eight-
year prison sentence 

imposed on liem Bunroeun, 
the former director of the Ca-
dastral Department in Pur-
sat Province for demanding 
$100,000 from a landowner in 
exchange for a construction 
permit.

The Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court had previously found 
him guilty of the offence.

In court on Monday, pre-
siding judge Plong Samnang 
read the verdict in Bunroeun’s 
absence.

judge Samnang said Bun-
roeun had requested a four-
year reduction to his sen-
tence and the cancellation of 
an eight million riel fine.

“The convict also asked [the 
Appeal Court] to reduce his 
sentence and not seize his 
property. But the court cannot 
consider it because the convict 
was charged with three counts.

“So, the Appeal Court up-
holds the sentence and the 
property seizures according 
to the Phnom Penh Munici-
pal Court ruling,” he said.

A defence lawyer for Bunroe-
un who was absent at the Ap-
peal Court could not be reached 
for comment on Monday.

Samnang said Bunroeun 

had one month to file an ap-
peal with the Supreme Court.

Appeal Court records show 
Bunroeun was detained by po-
lice on july 27, last year, after a 
victim filed a complaint about 
him demanding $100,000 for a 
construction permit.

later, police detained Pursat 
provincial Cadastral Depart-
ment deputy director Cheang 
Vuthy and the official in charge 

of one-window services in the 
provincial hall Te Buntheng.

The Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court on February 27, this year, 
sentenced Bunroeun to eight 
years in prison on charges of 
misappropriating funds and 
ordered him to pay eight mil-
lion riel to the State coffers.

Vuthy was sentenced to 
three years in prison and 
fined five million riel, while 

Buntheng got two years im-
prisonment and a five million 
riel fine. Vuthy and Buntheng 
were convicted of the same 
crimes as Bunroeun.

The records also showed 
that Bunroeun owned a 
house in Borey Peng Huoth 
in Phnom Penh’s Stung 
Meanchey commune, two 
houses in Pursat, two sport 
utility vehicles and a car.

Voun Dara

CAMBODIA plans to forward 
a date for hosting the 13th 
Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) 
after the original November 
date had to be called due to 
Covid-19 concerns.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and International Coopera-
tion spokesman Koy Kuong 
said on Monday that May 
or june are the most likely 
months being considered, but 
nothing is firm at this point. 

ASEM officials unanimously 
expressed their understanding 
and support for Cambodia’s re-
quest to postpone ASEM13 to 
mid-2021 at a meeting in july. 

The 13th gathering – the first 
hosted by Cambodia – was 
slated to be titled: Strengthen-
ing multilateralism for com-

mon growth. But Cambodia 
proposed during a july 3 vid-
eoconference of members 
that the date be changed.

All members agreed it would 
be prudent to push back the 
date rather than meet on-
line, a concern for Cambodia 
given the opportunity to host 
and show off the country.

Cambodia became a mem-
ber of the Asia-Europe Sum-
mit in 2004 and was chosen 
to host it this year.

The 13th Asia-Europe Sum-
mit will involve the participa-
tion of the country’s top leaders 
and 53 member countries from 
Europe, Asia, and ASEAN.

The Asian-European po-
litical dialogue forum as it is 
formally known is meant to 
enhance relations and coop-
eration between partners.

Appeal Court records show Bunroeun was detained by police on July 27, last year, after a complaint about 
him demanding $100,000 for a construction permit. BOKORNEWS

Cambodia proposed during a July 3 videoconference of members that 
the original November date be changed due to Covid-19 concerns. 
FOREIGN MINISTRY

All inbound flights from Malaysia and Indonesia will be temporarily 
cancelled starting August 1. HENG CHIVOAN

Minister of Information Khieu Kanharith said the ministry will 
permanently close any radio station that interferes with aircraft 
frequencies. HEAN RANGSEY
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Kim Sarom

THE Supreme Court upheld a 
Court of Appeal ruling on july 
20 that lowered a murder sen-
tence from life to 30 years.

The ruling was upheld de-
spite a plea by the victim’s rel-
ative to keep the original life 
sentence handed down by the 
Kandal Provincial Court.

Tem Sary, a former body-
guard who confessed to shoot-
ing a man 15 times at a birth-
day party in 2016, requested 
the Supreme Court to lower 
his punishment to under 30 
years so he could earn a living 
to support his old mother.

The victim, Srey Chanvuthy’s 
relative requested the court to 
uphold the original trial court 
decision but did not make a 
formal statement to the judg-
es considering the case.

To Sary’s request, judge Khem 
Bun said the Supreme Court 
could not lower the punishment 

further as the Appeal Court had 
already reduced the prison sen-
tence. “The decision is accurate 
according to the law.

“The Supreme Court also 
cannot increase the punish-
ment [as per the relative’s re-
quest]. The suspect still has 
to compensate the family 120 
million riel [$29,281],” said 
judge Khem Bun.

Court files show that Chan-
vuthy and Sary were drinking 
beer to celebrate the birthday 
of the Chanvuthy’s grand-
child. They had a verbal ar-
gument and Sary shot Chan-
vuthy 15 times.

Kandal provincial court 
sentenced Sary to life impris-
onment in 2016 under Article 
200 of the Criminal Code al-
though he had fled.

Ang Snuol district police 
arrested Sary in 2018, and he 
was sent to prison. He ap-
pealed the life sentence and it 
was lowered to 30 years.

Top court upholds 
30-year murder ruling

Sar Kheng calls 
on populace 
to join police
Niem Chheng

A
T A Monday meeting 
to review the Police 
Academy of Cambo-
dia’s achievements 

between 2015 and 2019 and 
analyse cases of misconduct 
involving officers, Minister of 
Interior Sar Kheng called on 
citizens to apply to the acad-
emy as trainees.

He said all potential train-
ees must be examined first, 
and ordered police units to 
value and respect those who 
graduate.

He chaired the meeting on 
Monday, which analysed the 
implementation of the five-
year strategic plan for 2015-
2019.

Police Academy of Cam-
bodia director Seng Phally 
said during the five years, 
the academy prepared 209 
training courses which were 
attended by 20,996 trainees. 
On average the academy pre-
pared 42 training courses a 
year with an average of 4,200 
students.

Besides highlighting the 
academy’s many achieve-
ments, Phally shed light on the 
misconduct of police officials. 
He said offending officials 

had been educated and were 
made to sign contracts agree-
ing to cease their misconduct. 
They were also removed from 
their positions and fired from 
the police force.

Phally did not reveal the 
number of officials who had 
committed wrongdoing.

Sar Kheng lauded the acad-
emy’s achievements, espe-
cially the increase in domestic 
training courses and reduc-
tion in overseas training.

He said after completing 
the training course, police 
officials could defend territo-
rial integrity, maintain social 
security and order, and effec-
tively serve the public. They 
will have the ethics and pro-
fessional means to carry out 
their work, Sar Kheng said.

In the past, officials had 
been equipped with skills but 
they had no moral compass, 
he said. They would commit 
offences after their training.

“At times they would use 
their skills to fleece people. 
Those who uphold high stan-
dards, high morality, deep 
knowledge and underwent 
training must be held as ex-
amples to break free of the 
old mindset,” Sar Kheng said.

If workers aren’t develop-

ing and learning new skills, 
he said they could cause dis-
ruption in the workplace. A 
new focus will also be put on 
effective training to enable 
more officers to multitask.

The interior minister refer-
enced a case of a Phnom Penh 
police officer who committed 
fraud and trafficked drugs.

He was fired but he later 
applied to serve as an officer 
again. He passed the Police 
Academy of Cambodia exami-
nation, but Prime Minister Hun 
Sen knew about the incident, 
leading to the officer being re-
moved again from the force.

Sar Kheng encouraged 
qualified candidates to serve 
in local-level police forces 
due their deeper knowledge 
of their hometowns. They can 
easily work with residents and 
manage local areas, he said.

Democratic Institute of 
Cambodia director Pa Chan-

roeun said on Monday that the 
Kingdom is peaceful and safe, 
thanks to the protection of the 
police and armed forces.

Chanroeun acknowledge 
that though armed forces can 
work effectively, some lack 
moral fibre.

Others do not seem to fully 
grasp the principles of democ-
racy and human rights, he 
said. Their use of power can 
at times overstep boundaries 
and lead to acts of corruption.

“I want to see the armed 
forces, especially the po-
lice, making friends with the 
people. Our citizens are more 
afraid of the authorities than 
they are of the law.

“If they establish close 
relations, I believe police 
forces will gain admiration 
from the citizens. When citi-
zens respect the police, more 
people will obey the law,” 
Chanroeun said.

Minister of Interior Sar Kheng called on citizens to apply to the Police 
Academy of Cambodia as trainees. INTERIOR MINISTRY

Ang Snuol district police arrested Sary in 2018. pOLICE



Khouth Sophak Chakrya

MORE than 3,000 kranhuong 
and beng tree saplings are 
being planted on more than 
31ha of land in Preah Vihear 
province’s Chheb district af-
ter the area was reclaimed 
from offenders.

The land is specifically lo-
cated in O’Tuol Sokrom in 
Chheb I commune’s Chheb 
Koeut Village.

Chheb deputy governor 
Sok Monirith told The Post 
on Monday that police had 
discovered the clearing of 
31.87ha of permanent State 
land in the area. Police are 
searching for the offenders, 
but forestry administration 
officials also decided to re-
claim the cleared land.

“In order to restore the il-
legally bulldozed forest to 
agricultural land, the Preah 
Vihear province and forestry 
officials will replant more 
than 3,000 trees,” he said.

The planting ceremony was 

held on July 24 and attended 
by 150 community members 
and local officials.

Preah Vihear provincial 
Department of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries chief 
Poeng Trida said planting tree 
saplings and managing forest 
resources are being done sus-
tainably to benefit the young-
er generations.

“Planting trees restores the 
forest and helps people learn 
to participate in caring for the 
land,” he said.

Trida complimented forestry 
officials who cooperated well 
with partner organisations and 
institutions in the province on 
forest development. He said it 
was done through community 
agreements and funding ef-
forts to replant trees.

He said the participation of 
NGOs and other development 
partners in providing funds 
for the project was of extreme 
importance in supporting the 
forestry administration and 
local authorities.

Excess of 3,000 trees 
replanted in Chheb

National
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A Khmer Rouge reference  
repository opens in Takeo

ANA: Broken Buddha 
statues not result of 
a religious conflict

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

A 
KHMER Rouge Research 
Office and library opened 
in Takeo Province on Mon-
day to promote research 

and raise awareness about the Dem-
ocratic Kampuchea regime.

The project was officially inaugu-
rated on the campus of the Takeo 
Regional Teacher Training Centre 
by its backers, the Documentation 
Centre of Cambodia (DC-Cam) and 
the Ministry of Education, youth 
and Sport with support from the uN 
Development Programme (uNDP).

DC-Cam said in a press release 
that the centre welcomes research-
ers and the public, as well as docu-
ments related to the Khmer Rouge 
regime. The focus is on Takeo, which 
is part of the Southwest Zone in the 
Democratic Kampuchea regime.

Pheng Pong Rasy, the director of the 
Prey Veng Documentation Centre and 
Genocide Research and Education in 
Cambodia, told The Post that more 
than one million documents, including 
paper, photographs, film, audiotapes 
and actual documents (grave docu-
ments) will be kept in the Khmer Rouge 
Research Office and library in Takeo.

“These documents provide plenty 
of information on the history of the 
Khmer Rouge and a research resource 
for teachers, government officials, stu-
dents and people living in Takeo and 
neighbouring provinces,” he said.

The Khmer Rouge Research Office 
and library in Takeo province is DC-
Cam’s fourth representative centre 

along with the Anlong Veng Peace 
Centre in Oddar Meanchey prov-
ince, the Khmer Rouge Research of-
fice and library in Prey Veng and the 
Koh Thmor Documentation Centre 
in Tbong Khmum province.

Pong Rasy said the establishment of 
the office is part of the Judicial Com-
pensation Project within the framework 
of the Extraordinary Chambers in the 
Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) in 2013.

ECCC’s mission is to “restore the hon-
our, dignity, emotional and social well-
being of civil parties, commemorate 
those who lost their lives, raise aware-
ness and understanding of Khmer 
Rouge history, and ensure that the 
Khmer Rouge will not happen again in 
Cambodian society in the future”. 

The establishment of the Takeo 
centre is in line with the spirit of the 
Memorandum of understanding 

(Mou) between the ministry and 
DC-Cam for 2018-2022 to create 
new education programmes.

Pong Rasy said this particular edu-
cation programme about the Cam-
bodian genocide aims to teach the 
Khmer Rouge history to a younger 
generation and teachers to better 
understand their country’s past.

“Through the presence of these pro-
vincial offices, DC-Cam can expand 
its document distribution activities to 
people in the less developed provinc-
es or areas outside of Phnom Penh.

“Despite Covid-19, DC-Cam will 
continue to share information to 
increase public awareness of the 
Khmer Rouge history. Even staying 
at home, people can use DC-Cam’s 
comprehensive database online to 
search for documents with the help 
of staff if needed,” Pong Rasy said.

Long Kimmarita

APSARA National Authority (ANA) 
experts have concluded that 21 
broken Buddha statues which were 
unearthed near Angkor Wat in April 
were buried by older generations 
to honour the broken figures, not 
because of religious conflicts, as re-
searchers have suggested.

The claim was made during a lec-
ture on Buddha statues at Angkor 
Wat on Monday at the Angkor Con-
ference Hall of the Apsara Authority 
Centre in Siem Reap province.

At the lecture, experts discussed 
the 21 broken statues, which were 
unearthed in front of the Ruot Preah 
Roi Preah Poan temple courtyard. 

Professor Im Sok Rithy, an ANA 
expert, said researchers had con-
cluded that the Buddha statues were 
buried because of religious conflicts 
between Brahmanism and Bud-
dhism supporters.

Sok Rithy said according to the re-
searchers, the conflict prompted those 
who were discontent with Buddhism 
to destroy and bury the statues.

However, he said this conclu-
sion was unfair because followers 
of Brahmanism and Buddhism 
had experienced good relations 
with each other since they entered 
Cambodia.

Those who believed in sacred stat-
ues, he said, had always put bro-
ken Buddha statues in their proper 
place, but it didn’t mean that they 
were left behind.

“At the Banteay Srei Temple, many 
wise men had striven to modify and 
change religion. Old Buddha stat-
ues might have been destroyed and 
buried. Many wise men have under-
stood this.

“Other wise men have not un-
derstood this because religious dis-
putes didn’t happen in Cambodia. 
Religious conflicts have happened 
in other countries, but not in Cam-
bodia,” Sok Rithy said.

In her presentation, Phin Vichea Sa-
chara said the statues which were un-
earthed had been buried properly.

She said some of the heads, hands, 
and legs of the Buddha statues had 
not yet been unearthed, and that 
some of the statues showed Buddha 
standing, while others had shown 
him meditating.

Post-Angkorian Buddha torsos, 
artistic statues and knives were also 
unearthed and were concluded to 
have originated from the Ruot Preah 
Roi Preah Poan temple. Experts 
theorised these artefacts might have 
been buried in the 1980s.

“We want to know if all of these 
Buddha statues were derived from 
the south of the temple. I want to 
put all these Buddha statues in their 
original place,” she said.

Vong Sotheara, a professor of 
history at the Royal university of 
Phnom Penh and a specialist in 
stone inscriptions, told The Post on 
Monday that no matter what ar-
chaeologists concluded, it is just in-
dividual views.

Saplings being planted on 31ha in Preah Vihear. Agriculture Dept

The Khmer Rouge research office will raise awareness of regime atrocities. Dc-cAm



Thou Vireak

THE Cambodian frozen food market 
is projected to reach $119.56 mil-
lion by 2024 at a compound annual 
growth rate (CAGR) of 3.9 per cent 
during 2019-2024, Dublin-based 
Research and Markets reported.

It said the increasing influence 
of Western food and an increase in 
tourism are the main factors for the 
growth of the market. Frozen foods 
are deemed to be safe and as a result 
demand for it in Cambodia has risen.

“Recently, Cambodians have adopt-
ed the trend of mini-meals, which has 
long been a part of Western culture. An 
increasing expatriate population and 
tourists are the target consumers for 
frozen food in the country,” it said.  

It said the market includes frozen 
foods such as meat and seafood, 
desserts, fruits and vegetables and 
ready-to-eat meals.

Products such as ice-cream and 
frozen yoghurt are in high demand 
in supermarkets, traditional grocery 
stores and online stores. 

Fast adoption of Western diet 
trends has led to a hike in the retail 
sales of packaged food, especially 
frozen and chilled food. 

The study shows that consum-
ers in Cambodia displayed higher 
demand for frozen desserts, frozen 
potatoes, and frozen meals.

Some importers in Cambodia spe-
cialise in servicing the hotel restaurant 
and institution (HRI) trade and have 
the appropriate frozen and chilled stor-
age and distribution infrastructure. 

Most of the modern food retailers, 
such as DFI Lucky and Thai Huot, also 
service the HRI trade through their re-
tail stores or wholesale operations.

Frozen seafood occupies the ma-
jor share in the frozen food product 

category in the Cambodia market. 
The Cambodian frozen food mar-

ket is growing at a steady pace with 
low production capacity. The de-
mand for frozen food in the market 
is majorly met through imports. 

The country has more importers 
and distributors than producers. At 
present, the market is dominated by 
international players, such as McCa-
in, Dira Frost, and Les Vergers Boiron. 

The share of local players in the 
market is quite low as frozen food 
requires high-capital requirements, 
such as individual quick freezers 
and cold storage facilities, which are 
out of reach for companies operat-
ing in the food and beverage market 
in Cambodia.
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,860 17,000 17,000 16,800

2 GTI 3,100 - 3,100 3,100

3 PAS 15,000 15,000 15,300 15,000

4 PPAP 11,500 11,500 11,500 11,500

5 PPSP 2,300 2,200 2,300 2,200

6 PWSA 5,600 5,640 5,640 5,500

Date: July 27, 2020

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,098 1.3391 7.0038 105.50 4.2525 1.3808 31.57 0.7122 1.1690 1.2837

Power provider set 
to go public on CSX
May Kunmakara

P
OWER transmission 
provider Pestech 
(Cambodia) Plc put 
on a roadshow on 

Monday in preparation for 
going public on the Cambo-
dia Securities Exchange (CSX) 
on August 12.

Pestech Cambodia, a 100 
per cent owned subsidiary 
of Malaysia-based Pestech 
International Bhd, hopes to 
raise approximately $3 mil-
lion from the listing.

The infrastructure company 
was established in Cambodia 
in 2010 and manages, designs 
and installs high voltage (HV) 
and extra-high voltage (EHV) 
substations, transmission lines 
and power cable systems.

Company chairman Lim 
“Paul” Pay Chuan said Cam-
bodia’s energy consumption 
increased from 4,051GWh in 
2013 to 12,015GWh last year at a 
compound annual growth rate 
of 19.9 per cent and demand is 
forecast to grow by 16 per cent 

to 13,981GWh this year.
He said Cambodia’s gen-

eration development plan is 
to increase domestic power 
production capacity from 
1,657MW in 2015 to 4,498 MW 
in 2025, and the government 
plans to build an additional 
1,750km of transmission lines 
by 2025, which will increase 
national grid coverage by 77.2 
per cent to 4,017km.

“Pestech Cambodia is well 
positioned and primed to ben-
efit from the growth of elec-
tricity consumption and from 
the government of Cambodia’s 
plan to develop the electricity 
infrastructure in the next five 
years,” Lim said during his 
roadshow presentation, which 
was via teleconference.

He said a CSX listing will 
provide an opportunity for 
the Cambodian public to in-
vest in the power industry in 
tandem with the growth of 
demand in electricity in the 
Mekong region.

“It’s a platform to attract 
strategic long-term investors 

and partners to increase the 
product portfolio of Pestech 
Cambodia.

“[We] want to further devel-
op Pestech Cambodia in terms 
of investment and asset build-
up in Cambodia to serve the 
Indochina market,” Lim said.

CSX vice-chairman Ha jong-
weon told The Post that the 
Pestech IPO amounts to 5.26 
per cent of total voting shares, 
which accounts for 3.9 million 
shares with an expected price 
of $0.76 per share. The total 
amount raised is expected to 
be approximately $3 million.

“The company has long-term 
plans and business strategies, 
including a greater market po-
sition in the power transmis-
sion and distribution segments, 
not only in Cambodia but also 
in neighbouring countries.

“Pestech is looking to ex-
pand power distribution ac-
tivities by seeking strategic 
partners through a secondary 
listing on the Stock Exchange 
of Thailand.

“Company visibility is im-

portant as it shows Pestech 
Cambodia has transparency 
and accountability to its in-
vestors,” Ha said.

CSX CEO Hong Sok Hour 
said Pestech Cambodia will 
become the 13th securities-
listed company in Cambodia 
and the second this year to 
raise funds through an equity 
public offering.

He said among the 12 se-
curities-listed companies on 

the CSX, six are stock-listed 
and the 12 total raised around 
$240 million.

CSX’s market capitalisation 
rose to $2.57 billion at the 
end of june, 4.5 times higher 
than last year while the index 
also rose 12 per cent over the 
same period.

“This trend shows that CSX 
is growing even though the 
economy is suffering from the 
impact of Covid-19. I encour-

age businesses to diversify 
their financing sources and not 
just rely on bank loans, which 
can become a burden or even 
a fatal blow to survival in times 
of crisis,” Sok Hour said.

Pestech opened for public 
subscription on july 27 and will 
close on August 4 while the allot-
ment of IPO shares to successful 
applicants is on August 7. The 
company plans to officially list 
on CSX on August 12.

Power transmission provider Pestech (Cambodia) Plc plans to officially list on CSX on August 12. 
Pestech (cambodia) Plc

The Cambodian frozen food market is projected to reach $119.56 million by 2024. PiXabaY

Frozen food 
market to 
reach $120M

May Kunmakara

ACLEDA Bank Plc and Kess Innova-
tion Plc are partnering to launch a 
fund transfer and cardless cash ser-
vice to streamline digital payments.

The partnership between Cam-
bodia’s largest bank and the locally-
owned digital fund transfer platform 
was announced last week as a way for 
customers to save time and reduce 
the cost of fund transfers and cardless 
cash deposits and withdrawals.

It is the second deal Kess has inked 
with a large bank in Cambodia, sign-
ing a similar partnership with Ad-
vanced Bank of Asia Ltd (ABA Bank) 
on july 24.

Acleda president and managing 
director In Channy said: “The pur-
pose of the cooperation is to ease 
customers into doing transactions 
such as fund transfers between 
banking accounts and a Kess e-
wallet account.

“This agreement will enable both 
parties to broadly expand fund 
transfer and cardless cash services 

throughout the country and en-
hance the development and use 
of FinTech to be even more conve-
nient, effective, efficient, and safe.” 

Kess chairman Pes Kimsrean said 
Acleda’s customers will experience a 
new technology that is fast, reliable 
and secure. “We are delighted to be 
strategic partners with Acleda Bank.

“After three years of hard work, we 
believe the market is now mature 
enough to use our flagship product 
Kess Chat, which connects local 
farmers to consumers and vendors 
to suppliers and accepts Wechat, 
Alipay, Visa, MasterCard, and Acleda 
ATM Card,” Kimsrean said.

Acleda Bank Plc said in May it 
had total assets of 25.01 trillion riel 
($6.15 billion), total outstanding 
loans of 16.22 trillion riel ($3.99 bil-
lion) and total deposits of 17.69 tril-
lion riel ($4.35 billion).

Banks unite with tech 
firm to ease transfers

www.phnompenhpost.com
CheCk The PoST webSiTe 
for breAking newS



THE Indonesian government is not 
likely to issue another global bond 
this year as it aims to focus on 
strengthening the local debt market 
while relying on domestic investors 
amid the pandemic.

“We currently have no plan to issue 
another global bond in the second 
half,” the Ministry of Finance’s financ-
ing and risk management director-
general Luky Alfirman said on Friday.

The government has raised a total 
of $9.9 billion from global bonds in 
the first half, including from dollar-
denominated bonds and global 
sukuk (sharia-compliant bonds) 
issued earlier this year, Luky said.

In the meantime, the government 
aims to attract more domestic inves-
tors to fund the country’s budget defi-
cit during the global health crisis, as 
foreign ownership of Indonesia’s sov-
ereign debt papers (SBNs) has fallen 
significantly to 29.6 per cent from 39 
per cent at the beginning of the year.

The government is planning to raise 
35-40 trillion rupiah ($2.4-2.8 billion) 
every two weeks throughout the 
remainder of the year through the pri-
mary market, Luky explained, adding 
that retail bonds would be worth 35-40 
trillion in the second half of the year.

“We want to attract investment from 
domestic investors to prop up financ-
ing because this will make [the debt 
market] more resilient” to global eco-
nomic shocks, Luky said, adding that 
it had a strategy in place to increase 
domestic ownership of SBNs.

Indonesia’s financial markets have 
been hit by the coronavirus pandemic 
this year as foreign investors have 
dumped 122.4 trillion rupiah in Indone-
sian assets as of this month, ministry data 
show, which has weakened the rupiah 
exchange rate and caused a spike in yields 
of government debts earlier this year.

To fund its Covid-19 fight, the gov-
ernment is planning to raise 900.4 
trillion rupiah in the second half of 

this year to cover for a widening 
budget deficit of 6.34 per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP).

The government’s 695.2 trillion 
stimulus was introduced to boost the 
economy, which is expected to shrink 
0.4 per cent at worst or grow one per 
cent at best.

Bank Indonesia agreed earlier this 
month to buy 397.5 trillion rupiah worth 
of government bonds and bear the 

interest cost of the central bank’s policy 
rate of four per cent to fund healthcare 
and social safety net programmes amid 
the coronavirus pandemic.

“We are currently setting up a spe-
cial account at the central bank and 
hopefully next week we may start the 
implementation,” Luky said, adding 
that the burden-sharing scheme 
would reduce SBNs in the financial 
market to around 453 trillion rupiah 

from June to December.
However, despite not issuing global 

bonds, the government is looking to 
raise $5.5 billion from multilateral 
organisations in the second half after 
raising $1.8 billion in the first half 
from five multilaterals, including the 
World Bank and the Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB).

“We are focusing on getting loans 
from our multilateral partners in the 
second half this year after focusing 
on raising funds from global bonds 
in the first half,” he added.

Centre of Reform on Economics 
(Core) Indonesia research director Piter 
Abdullah urged the government to con-
sider the current economic condition 
before relying on domestic investors.

“The government’s strategy to 
strengthen the bond market is appropri-
ate but it will need economic growth that 
can create a new middle-class, as well as 
expansive monetary policy,” he said.

The Indonesian economy grew 2.97 
per cent in the first quarter, the slow-
est in 19 years. The government 
expects the economy to shrink up to 
5.08 per cent in the second quarter as 
the outbreak paralyses business activ-
ity. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Business
7THE PHNOM PENH POST  JuLy  28, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

SOuTH Korea’s SK Group is pushing 
for another initial public offering 
(IPO) of its health care affiliate SK 
Bioscience, just a month after SK 
Biopharmaceuticals’ record-breaking 
stock market entry last month.

SK Bioscience, a vaccine devel-
oper that was spun-off from SK 
Chemical in July 2018, will report-
edly file for listing next year.

NH Investment & Securities Co 
Ltd (NHIS) and Korea Investment & 
Securities Co Ltd (KIS) were the 
underwriters responsible for the 
blockbuster IPO of SK Biopharma-
ceuticals, a drug company that spe-
cialises in research and develop-
ment of treatments for central 
nervous system disorders.

SK Biopharmaceuticals shares were 
323 times oversubscribed, buoyed by 
the fact that it already has approval from 
the uS Food and Drug Administration 
for solriamfetol and cenobamate.

SK Bioscience is a vaccines research 
and manufacturing business that is 
pursuing Covid-19 vaccines research 
under a state-run project.

The Bill & Melinda Gates Founda-
tion funded $3.6 million for SK Bio-
science’s efforts to peg an optimal 
antigen for Covid-19.

On top of its own research, SK Bio-
science recently signed contract 
with AstraZeneca to contract man-
ufacture the latter’s Covid-19 vac-
cines in South Korea upon success-
ful completion of development.

SK Bioscience has experience in 
successful development of cell-cul-
tured flu vaccine, cervical cancer vac-
cine and paediatric enteritis vaccine. 
It also has its own good manufactur-
ing practice-abiding facility.

A company official said that SK 
Bioscience’s IPO will be carried out 
if it receives a “fair evaluation of its 
corporate value”.

SK Bioscience is 98.04 per cent 
owned by SK Chemical, which is 33.47 
per cent owned by SK Discovery, which 
is 40.18 per cent owned by SK Discov-
ery vice-chairman Chey Chang-won.

Chey Chang-won is a cousin of SK 
Group chairman Chey Tae-won, who 
has 18.44 per cent stake in SK Holdings. 
THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Prac restructuring won’t slow solar
Thou Vireak

T
HAILAND’S renewable en-
ergy developer and opera-
tor Prime Road Power Pub-
lic Co is establishing a new 

subsidiary to support the compa-
ny’s expansion in Cambodia, Japan’s 
NNA news agency reported.

NNA News said Prime Road will 
transfer its assets to the new subsid-
iary, which will have 32 million baht 
($1 million) of registered ordinary 
shares, according to a filing with the 
Thailand Stock Exchange.

The yet-to-be-named subsidiary will 
take over 100 per cent of Prime Road 
Alternative (Cambodia) Co Ltd (Prac) 
the company said in a statement.

The statement said: “The move is 
to restructure the holding company 
to support the expansion of foreign 
investment and project develop-
ments in Cambodia.”

Ministry of Mines and Energy’s 
General Department of Energy di-
rector-general Victor Jona told The 
Post on Monday the move will not 
affect a 60MW solar power project 
in Kampong Chhnang province, 
which is expected to connect to the 
national grid next year.

“We have made important prog-
ress, including the power purchase 
agreement and the project imple-
mentation agreement, so from now 
on the company will prepare the 
land for solar equipment installa-
tion,” Jona said.

Prac won the rights to the project 

at an Electricite du Cambodge (EdC) 
auction in September with a low bid 
of $0.03877 per kilowatt-hour, said 
the Asian Development Bank (ADB).

The 60MW project is part of a 100MW 
national solar park in Kampong Chh-
nang province, which is structured as a 
public-private partnership.

The facility will produce a capac-
ity of 78,000kW when finished in the 

fourth quarter of 2021 and will be op-
erated by EdC, according to NNA. 

EdC director-general Keo Rottanak 
said in July the government will prior-
itise renewable energy development 
rather than hydroelectric power. 

Rattanak said Cambodia will expand 
its solar energy investment by 12 per 
cent by the end of 2020 and increase to 
20 per cent over the next three years.

Prac’s revenue last year was 658 
million baht with a profit of 265 mil-
lion baht.

It expects revenue to climb further 
this year to 700 million baht from 
electricity sales committed in agree-
ments and 300 million baht from 
solar rooftop projects, according to 
its filing statement. Its first-quarter 
revenue was 187 million baht.

Exim Thailand posts $44M loss in first half
THE Export-Import Bank of Thailand 
(Exim Thailand) has reported a loss 
of 1.4 billion baht ($44.3 million) in 
the first half of this year after setting 
aside 5.4 billion baht as reserve for 
doubtful debts.

Exim Thailand president Phisit 
Sareewiwatthana said: “If the reserve 
were to be excluded, the bank would 
have recorded a profit of 1.1 billion 
baht in the first half of 2020.”

It is possible that the bank would 
increase the reserve in the second 
half of the year, depending on the 
export situation, he said.

“We estimate that by the fourth 
quarter, the situation would improve 

with around 70-80 per cent of cus-
tomers being able to continue their 
businesses,” he said. “We also esti-
mate annual operation revenue to 
contract, which is expected in the 
current economic situation.”

Exim Thailand’s non-performing 
loans (NPLs) in the first half of this 
year rose to 6.37 per cent from 4.6 per 
cent at the end of last year, up by 
roughly 30 per cent.

Outstanding loans were 126 billion 
baht, up 18 per cent from the same 
period last year which had recorded 
at 107 billion baht.

“It is notable that the export insur-
ance rate has jumped 70 per cent, 

from 37 billion baht in the same 
period last year to 97 billion baht,” 
added Phisit. “The reason is, export-
ers are uncertain about importers’ 
paying ability so they are opting to 
get an insurance.”

He said the bank has provided three 
packages to its customers, especially 
those rejected by commercial banks.

First was an export insurance pack-
age for small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) that have annual 
income less than 100 million baht or 
fewer than 50 employees, starting at 
only 100,000 baht with maximum 
coverage of two million baht.

Second was a loan package for 

medium-sized entrepreneurs at max-
imum 80 million baht per customer 
and interest rate of 3.75 per cent 
annually.

Third was the Thai Keng Exim pack-
age, which aims to support rotating 
fund at three million baht per cus-
tomer for entrepreneurs in competi-
tive industries such as industrial 
agriculture, biotechnology, food 
processing and cosmetics.

The loan will have a fixed interest 
rate of 4.75 per cent annually, and will 
be reduced to four per cent in case 
the entrepreneurs export to Cambo-
dia, Laos, Myanmar or Vietnam. THE 

NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vaccine 
maker SK 
Bioscience 
plans IPO

Cambodia will expand its solar energy investment by 12 per cent by the end of 2020 and increase to 20 per cent over the next three 
years. ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK

No global bonds in sight 
as Indonesia shifts focus

Foreign investors have dumped 122.4 trillion rupiah ($8.4 billion) in Indonesian assets 
as of this month. AFP



Feasibility study 
of Thai Phase II 
airport rail plan 
ready next month

The State Railway of Thailand (SRT) 
has hired a consultant to conduct a 
feasibility study on the plan to build 

Phase II of the high-speed rail system 
linking three international airports, said 
SRT Special Project chief and construc-
tion engineer Sucheep Sooksawang.

Phase II covers the 190km Rayong-
Chanthaburi-Trat extension, he said, 
after a market-sounding event for the 
project on Friday. Representatives from 
around 200 local and foreign private 
companies attended the event.

The study will be completed next 
month and submitted to the Cabinet next 
year. The SRT will then draw up a public-
private investment plan in 2022 before 
calling for constructors’ bids in 2024.

The SRT has three options for investment.
Under the first, a private company 

would invest in the construction, train 
system, trains, operation and mainte-
nance, while the SRT would allocate 
land plots.

Under the second, a private company 
would invest in the train system, trains, 
operation and maintenance, while the 
SRT allocates land and takes care of 
construction.

Under the third option, a private 
company would be responsible for 
operation and maintenance, with the 
SRT taking care of the rest.

The project is reportedly expected to 
cost 101.7 billion baht ($3.2 billion).

The 190km Rayong-Chanthaburi-
Trat extension will run in the vicinity 
of Cambodia. Chanthaburi borders 
Cambodia’s Battambang and Pailin 
provinces, while Trat borders Pailin, 
Battambang, Pursat and Koh Kong 
provinces.

Rayong, Chanthaburi and Trat were 
once part of the Angkor empire and are 
known in Khmer as Royang, Chanborei 
and Trach. THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS 
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VN firms up overseas investment
V

IETNAMESE firms 
have been increas-
ing their overseas 
investments in 

recent years in an effort to 
expand their global reach.

A Ministry of Planning and 
Investment report recently 
submitted to the govern-
ment showed that Vietnam 
registered $528.78 million in 
172 projects in 33 countries 
and territories last year, rep-
resenting a year-on-year in-
crease of 10.7 per cent. 

Of note, all the registered 
overseas projects last year 
were of private companies in 
Vietnam and there were no 
new overseas projects by State-
owned enterprises (SOEs).

The ministry said more 
private companies were in-
creasing investment abroad, 
such as Vingroup jSC, Vietjet 
Aviation jSC, Truong Hai Auto 
Corp (Thaco), FPT Group 
ltd, T&T Group jSC, Vietnam 
Dairy Products jSC (Vinamilk) 
and TH Group jSC, even to 
developed markets.

As of the end of last year, 
Vietnamese firms has so far 
registered to invest a total of 
$20.6 billion in 1,321 projects 
in 78 countries and territories.

Five companies with more 
than $1 billion in regis-
tered overseas investment 
were Vietnam Oil and Gas 
Group (PetroVietnam), Viet-
tel Group, Vietnam Rubber 
Group, Hoang Anh Gia lai 
Group (HAGl) and long 
Thanh Golf Investment and 
Trading jSC. 

Of the figure, some $9.49 
billion was disbursed, main-
ly in the sectors of mining 
($3.5 billion), telecommu-
nications ($1.61 billion), 

agriculture ($1.56 billion), 
electricity production ($809 
million), financial and bank-
ing ($787 million) and real 
estate ($384 million).

The ministry’s statistics also 
showed that the profit remit-
ted totalled $3 billion and 
around $363 million in profit 
was kept for reinvestment.

Around 10,000 labourers 
from Vietnam were working 
at its overseas projects.

laos was the largest re-
ceiver of Vietnamese over-
seas investment with a total 
registered capital of $4.9 bil-
lion, followed by Russia ($2.8 
billion), Cambodia ($2.7 
billion), Venezuela ($1.8 
billion), Myanmar ($1.3 bil-

lion), Algeria ($1.2 billion), 
the uS ($690 million) and 
Australia ($400 million).

The ministry’s statistics 
showed that SOEs regis-
tered to invest $13.8 billion 
abroad, $6.7 billion of which 
was disbursed.

PetroVietnam invested in 
27 projects abroad with a to-
tal registered capital of $7.1 
billion. Viettel had 10 over-
seas projects worth $3 bil-
lion. Vietnam Rubber Group 
invested in 23 projects worth 
$1.3 billion.

The ministry said that 
some overseas projects of 
SOEs were running efficiently 
while some were struggling.

It pointed out that around 

half of PetroVietnam’s over-
seas projects were stagnant or 
could not be implemented.

Vietnam National Coal and 
Mineral Industries Group was 
also seeking to transfer five 
projects in Cambodia and 
laos due to inefficiencies.

Vietnam Airlines was also 
seeking to divest from the 
loss-making Cambodia 
Angkor Air in which it held a 
stake of 49 per cent.

The ministry also warned 
about several risks in over-
seas investment.

Some projects were heav-
ily dependent of banking 
loans for capital, the minis-
try said, urging reviews to be 
carried out to ensure safety 

and efficiency for the bank-
ing system.

The ministry also warned 
about risks which might arise 
when investing in localities 
involved in armed conflicts 
or with political-social insta-
bilities, localities with legal 
risks and tax havens.

Currently, there were no 
regulations which set re-
quirements or limit invest-
ments in these risky locali-
ties, the ministry said.

The Government Office 
has asked the ministry to 
evaluate the results of 10 
years implementing the 
project of promoting over-
seas investment and devel-
op orientations for investing 
abroad by 2025 then report 
to Prime Minister Nguyen 
Xuan Phuc within the last 
quarter of this year.

The Ministry of Finance 
was asked to study amend-
ments to the law on State 
capital at enterprises to-
wards tightening overseas 
investment of SOEs to im-
prove efficiency.

The State Bank of Vietnam 
will cooperate with the Min-
istry of Planning and Invest-
ment to evaluate overseas 
investment of commercial 
banks, loans to overseas proj-
ects to ensure system safety.

A list of risky localities for 
investment would be devel-
oped to limit risks for Viet-
namese investors.

The ministry’s statistics 
revealed that Vietnamese 
firms invested $222.67 mil-
lion abroad in the first half 
of this year, up by 11.4 per 
cent against the same peri-
od last year. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Cambodia was the third largest receiver of Vietnamese overseas investment with a total registered 
capital of $2.7 billion. VIETTEL

Global demand for 
bicycles out-pedals 
industry, retailers
BIKES are booming across the globe 
as people seek to avoid crowded 
buses and trains for their daily com-
mutes in the wake of the coronavirus 
pandemic – or get back into shape 
after long months of lockdown.

But with sales exploding in many 
countries, the current cycling craze 
has left manufacturers and retailers 
out-pedalled by demand.

In Paris, where mayor Anne 
Hidalgo has been working hard to 
put cycling on the map, vastly 
increasing the number of bike lanes 
in recent years, would-be buyers 
often have to wait weeks to get their 
hands on a brand new velocipede.

“For three or four weeks now, I’ve had 
a dozen or so clients waiting. And I’ve 
had to return money to a few because 
I simply have no idea when I’ll have 
bikes for them,” independent Paris 
retailer Federico Mosca told AFP.

One customer, 31-year-old Nicolas, 
said he had visited as many as eight 
different shops before getting lucky.

And even then, he was forced to 
bust his budget and buy a more 
expensive model than planned 
because the cheaper bike he wanted 
was sold out.

“I was looking for a specific bike and 
had given myself a month to buy one, but 
it’s not available anywhere,” he said.

leading retail chain Decathlon said 
it too has waiting lists, but it can also 
refurbish second-hand bikes for 
more impatient customers.

French bike sales doubled in May 
and june compared to the same 
months last year, according to the 
sporting and cycling federation.

Sales are booming in most coun-
tries around the world.

Decathlon calculated that in 
Europe overall, sales “have increased 
two- and even three-fold”.

In China, demand has increased 
five-fold since the lockdowns were 
eased.

And in the uS, sales of bikes have 
exploded, with online purchases 
alone skyrocketing in May by 5,000 
per cent over the figure for the same 
month last year.

Overall uS sales, both online and 
in-store, jumped by 81 per cent year-
on-year to $1.1 billion in May, accord-
ing to People for Bikes, a coalition of 
manufacturers and retailers.

Broken chain
But in addition to runaway demand 

from the end consumer, lockdowns 
have also made it difficult for European 
and uS manufacturers to obtain parts.

The Confederation of the Euro-
pean Bicycle Industry (Conebi) esti-

mates that 45 to 50 per cent of parts 
for all bikes sold in Europe are 
imported from Asia.

European Bicycle Manufacturers’ 
Association (EBMA) secretary-gener-
al Moreno Fioravanti said the industry 
has “lost three months of production 
of components, and our stockpiles 
were used up in only two months”.

Pancho Pimentel, marketing chief 
for Summit Bicycles, which has five 
stores in California, said “there are 
shortages everywhere, from bike 
brands to parts”.

Cycling “works off of a global supply 

chain that has been interrupted due to 
Covid-19 and its consequences are 
being seen in every category”, he said.

Conebi reported that 7.3 million 
bikes and e-bikes were imported 
into Europe last year, principally 
from Taiwan and Cambodia.

The world’s leading manufacturer, 
the Taiwan-based Giant, saw its Euro-
pean sales increase by 140 per cent 
year-on-year last month, driven in 
particular by sales of e-bikes.

Its order book is full until the first 
half of next year and it is similarly 
optimistic for the second half.

However, Conebi director-general 
Manuel Marsilio said the bike short-
age was not as bad as some people 
might suggest.

He said: “There was some shortage 
because of two months of lockdown, due 
to the fact that Eu production stopped.

“But our bike industry is working 
very hard to fill the gap. It is a very 
positive thing that we have so many 
small and medium-sized makers all 
over Europe, who are very flexible.

“Most Eu producers will continue to 
work also in july and August, so there 
won’t be a halt in the summer.” AFP

Conebi reported that 7.3 million bikes and e-bikes were imported into Europe last year, principally from Taiwan and Cambodia. POST STAFF 



Cambodia’s $100 
million derivatives 
market is certainly 
moving full steam 

ahead, with even the fallout of 
the Covid-19 pandemic failing 
to slow the industry’s progress. 

more and more Cambodi-
ans are taking advantage of 
the convenience of trading on 
digital platforms to test their 
investment skills in the de-
rivatives market to earn extra 
money, which is continuing to 
fuel growth in an industry that 
is still in its infancy.

Golden FX Link Capital 
Co Ltd CEo Chea sothea said 
that with trading being largely 
online-based, performance in 
the industry had picked up 
pace despite the impact of the 
coronavirus outbreak.

“The derivatives industry is 
growing steadily and healthily. 
according to the sECC [securi-
ties and Exchange Commission 
of Cambodia], trading volume 
in 2017 was only $5 million, 
but this increased to more  
than $100 million last year.  
so far this year, we have 
already achieved 80 per cent of 
the trading volume conducted 
in 2019.

“We are certain that we 
can surpass the 2019 figure 
this year. since it is an online 
business, the public is able to 
trade 24 hours a day, five days 
a week. People can trade using 
their computers or tablets, or 
even with their smartphones. 
This is one great advantage 
of the derivatives business,”  
said sothea.

a derivatives market is 
the mechanism through 
which financial instru-
ments such as future 
contracts or options  
are traded.

derivatives trad-
ing in the Kingdom 
made its mark after 
the launch of the 
Cambodian deriva-
tives Exchange (CdX) 
in 2016, and currently 
more than 100 financial 
instruments includ-
ing options and futures 
contracts can be traded 
through the various bro-
kers licensed by the sECC. 

The spot trading of gold, 
currencies and crude oil is 
currently proving popular 
among Cambodian investors. 

Golden FX Link, which 
started operations in 2016, is 
a major player in the growing 
derivatives industry. 

according to the sECC’s 
first quarterly report, the 

company has emerged 
as the top deriva-

tives broker in 
the Kingdom 
based on trading 
volume. Thirty 
derivatives 
brokers drive the 
sector.

“The total 
number of trad-
ing transactions 
keeps increasing 

from month to 
month. The higher 

number of transac-
tions reflects greater 

knowledge of the 
market and means more 

participation from mar-
ket players, especially 
traders and investors. 
it is good for the 
industry and for the 
development of our 
national economy.

“more people are 
aware of the deriva-
tives market because 
our mission is to edu-

cate the public on this. along 
with the sECC and the CdX, as 
well as carrying out face-to-
face training via video and 
Facebook, we have conducted 
workshops in 24 provinces and 
Phnom Penh. 

“We have a strong work-
force – with customer service, 
risk management and business 

teams who supply daily analy-
sis to our clients so that they 
are well updated on movement 
in the market,” said sothea.

Golden FX Link uses the 
metaTrader 4 electronic trading 
platform as an online solution 
for investors, who can see  
the live streaming of prices  
and charts, place orders and 

manage their accounts. 
Cambodia is witnessing a 

new phenomenon – one that is 
already proving itself resil-
ient to even the most power-
ful of shocks – and with its 
capital and derivatives market 
continuing to expand, the 
Kingdom’s financial sector is 
further supported. 

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus
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Golden FX Link: Derivatives market 
primed for healthy, steady growth

Golden FX Link Capital Co Ltd CEO Chea Sothea. 

Golden FX Link Capital staff carry out a public awareness campaign. 

A series of educational workshops carried out across the Kingdom with the help of the SECC has aided the rapid growth of the derivatives market. 
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THE British government on 
Sunday defended its decision 
to impose an immediate 
requirement for passengers 
arriving from Spain to self-
isolate amid a resurgence of 
coronavirus in the popular 
holiday destination.

The new rules took hold at 
midnight on Saturday, hours 
after being announced, caus-
ing uncertainty for holiday-
makers and leading to criti-
cism from travel industry 
leaders.

“I think it’s quite poor that 
they did it so instantaneously,” 
Philip Bradby, 55, told the 
domestic Press Association 
after returning early to Britain 
from Barcelona.

But Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs Dominic Raab said the 
government was required to 
take “swift” action.

“The data we got was on Fri-
day, it showed a big jump right 
across mainland Spain. That 
was then assessed yesterday 
afternoon and we took the 
decision as swiftly as we 
could,” Raab told Sky News’ 
Sophy Ridge On Sunday pro-
gramme.

“We can’t make apologies for 
doing so,” he added.

“I understand it is disruptive 
for those going through this . . . 
but we must though be able to 
take swift, decisive action.”

Passengers arriving in Brit-
ain will have to self-isolate for 
two weeks following the surge 
in cases.

A British government 
spokesman said: “The joint 
Biosecurity Centre together 
with Public Health England 
has updated their coronavirus 
assessments of Spain based on 
the latest data.

“As a result, Spain has been 
removed from the lists of 
countries from which passen-
gers arriving in England, Scot-
land, Wales and Northern Ire-
land are exempted from the 
need to self-isolate.”

Britain is advising against all 
but essential travel to main-
land Spain, but that does not 
apply to the Canary Islands or 
the Balearic Islands.

Barely a month after Spain 
ended its months-long state of 
emergency, new infections 
have been rising.

Secretary of State for Trans-
port Grant Shapps was caught 
in the ruling as he is currently in 
Spain for his summer break.

The labour Party called the 
decision “frankly shambolic”, 
with Shadow Secretary of State 
for Health and Social Care 
jonathan Ashworth saying 
holidaymakers had been left 
“confused and distressed”.

Tui, Britain’s biggest tour oper-
ator, said the government should 
have given them “more notice of 
this announcement”. AFP

Fresh killings 
in Darfur as 
Sudan readies 
to send troops
u

N OFFICIAlS on 
Sunday reported a 
fresh massacre of 
more than 60 peo-

ple in Sudan’s West Darfur, as 
the country’s prime minister 
promised fresh troops for the 
conflict-stricken region.

Attackers targeted mem-
bers of the local Masalit com-
munity, looting and burning 
houses and part of the local 
market, a statement said.

Around 500 armed men at-
tacked Masteri town, north of 
Beida, in Darfur on Saturday 
afternoon, said the statement 
from the uN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitar-
ian Affairs (OCHA).

“This was one of the latest 
of a series of security inci-
dents reported over the last 
week that left several villages 
and houses burned, markets 
and shops looted, and infra-
structure damaged,” said the 
statement, from the OCHA’s 
Khartoum office.

Following Saturday’s attack 
on Masteri, around 500 lo-
cal people staged a protest 

demanding more protection 
from the authorities.

On Sunday, Prime Minister 
Abdalla Hamdok said the gov-
ernment would send secu-
rity forces to conflict-stricken 
Darfur to “protect citizens 
and the farming season”.

“A joint security force will be 
deployed in the five states of the 
Darfur region to protect citizens 
during the farming season,” 
Hamdok’s office said in a state-
ment after he met a delegation 
of women from the region.

The force will include army 
and police forces, it said.

On Friday, armed men 
drove into a village and killed 
20 civilians returning to their 
fields for the first time in 
years, an eyewitness and a 
tribal chief said.

The impoverished west-
ern region has seen years of 
conflict since an ethnic mi-
nority uprising prompted 
the government to launch 
a scorched-earth campaign 
that left 300,000 people dead 
and displaced 2.5 million.

Violence in Darfur has 

eased since Bashir’s ouster by 
the army amid mass protests 
against his rule last year.

The government and a co-
alition of nine rebel groups, 
including factions from the 
region, signed a preliminary 
peace deal in january.

Farmers displaced in the 
conflict had since started to 
return to their land under a 
government-sponsored deal 
reached two months ago, in 
time for the july-November 
planting season.

But the bloodshed has con-
tinued, particularly over land 
rights, according to expert 
Adam Mohammad.

“The question of land is one 
cause of the conflict,” he said.

“During the war, peasants 
fled their lands and villages to 
camps, and nomads replaced 
them and settled there.”

The recent killings have 
targeted the African farming 
communities in conflict with 
the nomadic Arab tribes over 
the land.

In late june and early july, 
hundreds of protesters camped 
for days outside a government 
building in the Central Darfur 
town of Nertiti to demand that 
the government beef up secu-
rity after multiple killings and 
looting incidents on farmland 

and properties.
After Saturday’s attack on 

Masteri, around 500 local peo-
ple staged their own protest 
demanding more protection.

“The escalation of violence 
in different parts of Darfur 
region is leading to increased 
displacement, compromis-
ing the agricultural season, 
causing loss of lives and live-
lihoods and driving growing 
humanitarian needs,” said 
the OCHA statement.

Bashir is wanted by the In-
ternational Criminal Court 
over charges of genocide and 
crimes against humanity in 
the conflict. AFP

Douglas threatens Hawaii, Hanna downgraded
THE uS state of Hawaii braced for Hur-
ricane Douglas on Sunday as the storm 
approached the Pacific archipelago 
after the year’s first Atlantic hurricane 
lashed Texas.

The Category One hurricane had 
moved north of Maui as of 3:00pm 
(0100 GMT Monday) and was about 
145km east of the capital Honolulu, the 
National Hurricane Centre said.

Douglas was packing winds of up to 
140km/h.

It is rare for hurricanes to make landfall 
in Hawaii. Should Douglas do so, it will 
be only the third storm in modern his-
tory, the last two being Hurricane Dot in 
1959 and Hurricane Iniki in 1992.

Earlier on Sunday, Hurricane Hanna 
was downgraded to a tropical storm 
after lashing coronavirus-hit Texas.

A hurricane warning was in effect for 
Maui county, although local media 
reported that skies began clearing over 
the island by mid-afternoon. Maui 
mayor Mike Victorino said there were 
no reports of serious damage.

Hurricane warnings were also in 
effect for Kauai county, as well as Oahu 
– the island on which Honolulu, a city 
of just under 350,000 – is located.

The National Hurricane Centre said 
earlier on Sunday: “Gradual weakening 
is forecast during the next 48 hours, but 
Douglas is expected to remain a hurri-
cane as it moves through the islands.”

The NHC said the storm was expect-
ed to bring life-threatening and poten-
tially destructive surf and rainfall of up 
to 15 inches on higher terrain.

In Honolulu, Mayor Kirk Caldwell 
opened evacuation centres with space 
for 1,600 people – but warned they 
should be used as a “last option” and 
that those needing shelter would need 
to have a mask or face covering, have 
their temperature taken and comply 
with social distancing requirements, 
local media reported.

He tweeted on Sunday evening: “If you 
are sheltering away from home today, 
please remember that #COVID19 is not 

taking a break for the storm. Please con-
tinue to wear a mask and physically dis-
tance as much as is practical.”

Meanwhile, Storm Hanna was 
downgraded to a tropical depression 
on Sunday.

It was still packing winds of around 
55km/h an hour as of 4:00pm (2100 
GMT), after crossing from the lone Star 
state over northeastern Mexico, the 
National Hurricane Centre said, adding 
that it should dissipate by Monday.

There were no immediate reports of 
casualties or widespread damage, and 
both Mexico and Texas had lifted all 
coastal storm warnings by afternoon.

Damage appeared limited in the 
immediate aftermath of Hanna’s arriv-
al on Padre Island, a 182km-long bar-
rier island off the Texas coast, around 
5:00pm (2200 GMT) on Saturday.

Images captured by CBS showed 
roads and a caravan park in the Texas 
coastal city of Corpus Christi strewn 
with debris and downed trees.

Some motorists even braved flooded 
roads, while one hardy storm-watcher 
was seen calmly taking pictures of the 
beach from a wind-swept promenade.

local authorities were readying for 
the possibility of tornadoes into the 
evening in southern Texas, as the Amer-
ican Red Cross opened three shelters 
across the state in preparation.

Images shared by the National 
Weather Service office in Corpus Chris-
ti showed water lapping at the city’s 
bayfront Art Museum of South Texas.

The Texas State Aquarium said it 
would be closed following some storm 
damage.

Hanna hit as Texas faces a huge surge 
in Covid-19 infections, with officials 
instituting a state-wide mask mandate 
to curb the spread of the disease.

The uS is the hardest-hit country in 
the coronavirus pandemic, with some 
4.2 million cases, and authorities will 
have to figure out how to safely shelter 
residents forced out of their homes by 
future hurricanes this season. AFP

uK backs 
travel rule 
change 
for Spain

Protesters demonstrate in the Sudanese capital Khartoum in solidarity with rallies in the Central Darfur 
town of Nertiti demanding the government beef up security in the region. AFP

Storm Hanna was still packing winds of around 55km/h an hour as of 4:00pm (2100 GMT), 
after crossing the US state of Texas over northeastern Mexico. RAMMB/NOAA/AFP
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SPORTING animal ears and 
stuffed hamster toys, hundreds 
of young protesters gathered 
Sunday at Bangkok’s Democ-
racy Monument to call for the 
government’s dissolution, the 
latest subversive show of creativ-
ity from the kingdom’s nascent 
pro-democracy movement.

As dozens of police watched, 
the protesters sang a parody 
of the theme song for Hamta-
ro – a popular japanese an-
ime character that is a spar-
kly-eyed hamster – replacing 
the lyrics with the refrain “dis-
solve the parliament”.

The demonstrators brought 
a different mood from a week 
ago when thousands of young, 
black-clad Thais shouted vit-
riolic anti-government rap 
songs at the monument.

But the message remains 
the same, as boom-box wield-
ing Thais started to jog around 
the monument in an apparent 
symbolic attempt to show how 
the kingdom’s politics fall into 
a cycle they wish to break.

“I want a future where people 
can fight for democracy,” said 
Bowie, a 27-year-old lawyer who 
only provided his nickname.

“We need the freedom to fight 
because this government attacks 
everyone that is not on their 
side,” he said before running to 
join his fellow protesters.

The kingdom’s rambunc-
tious political scene has long 
been defined by coups and 
deadly street protests.

The current government 
headed by former army gen-
eral-turned-premier Prayut 
Chan-o-cha is regarded as 
part of the pro-military royal-
ist establishment.

But a freefalling economy due 
to the coronavirus epidemic, 
and the recent disappearance 
of a pro-democracy activist has 
stoked the anger of younger in-
ternet-savvy Thais who are well-
versed in viral movements.

The Hamtaro theme was 
chosen for its viral potential in 
other countries, said jessie, a 
19-year-old university student.

Most notably, the jaunty cho-
rus – “The most delicious thing 
is sunflower seeds” – has been 
changed to “The most delicious 
thing is the people’s taxes”.

“They should use our taxes 
to develop our country,” jes-
sie said.

“We are scared but for us, it 
is important to start speaking 
up about it,” she told AFP. “We 
need change right now.”

Sunday’s gathering was the 
latest in a string of rallies across 
the country, displaying a deep 
well of discontent among young 
Thais from all walks of life.

The day before, lGBT activ-
ists gathered at Democracy 
Monument to call for mar-
riage equality and demand 
for Prayut’s resignation.

The premier said last week he 
was “worried” for the parents 
of the young protesters and de-
fended keeping the emergency 
laws in place – which critics say 
is a way to erode freedoms.

The kingdom’s powerful army 
chief, General Apirat Kongsom-
pong, called on Friday for all 
Thais to keep their minds “neu-
tral”, especially on social media.

“Although I am the army 
chief, I speak as a Thai citizen 
that whatever you do, you will 
regret it when looking back,” 
he said. AFP

Thai youths resort 
to subversive anime 
in anti-gov’t protests

Southeast Asian nations look 
to border bubbles amid Covid
S

OuTHEAST Asian 
countries have to bal-
ance public health con-
cerns with economic 

gains if they want to open in-
traregional green lane travel 
during the novel coronavirus 
pandemic, experts say.

There is a need for travel 
bubbles given the close cross-
border business and personal 
ties within the region, they 
said. Singapore’s and Malay-
sia’s move to open a recipro-
cal green lane on August 10 
is seen as a guide for other 
ASEAN member countries.

Singapore and Malaysia are 
the first ASEAN countries to 
launch an intraregional travel 
bubble.

A joint statement issued on 
july 14 by the two countries’ for-
eign ministries said they agreed 
to establish a green lane.

It will enable cross-border 
travel for business travellers 
and work permit holders as 
long as they abide by Covid-19 
prevention and public health 
measures “mutually agreed 
upon by both countries”.

The measures include the 
visitors’ undergoing a swab test 
and presenting an itinerary. 
The two countries also agreed 
to announce the requirements, 
health protocols and applica-
tion process involved for entry 
and exit into Malaysia and Sin-
gapore this month.

Other ASEAN countries, 
too, are mulling intraregional 
travel bubbles. Brunei, for ex-
ample, has set up a commit-
tee to study proposals for a 
green lane with neighbouring 
countries.

Thailand said on july 22 that 
it will allow more than 100,000 
migrant workers from Cam-
bodia, laos and Myanmar to 
gradually enter the country, 
but they will be tested for the 
coronavirus upon arrival.

jeremy lim, director of 
global health at the National 
university of Singapore’s 
(NuS’) Saw Swee Hock School 
of Public Health, said the Ma-
laysia-Singapore green travel 
lane is one way to reopen 
travel within ASEAN.

This will open a path to ex-
pand from bilateral to multi-
lateral travel arrangements, 
he said.

“There is so much interac-
tion across ASEAN in terms of 

economic, societal and famil-
ial relationships. Hence there 
are clear costs to all countries 
with border closures.”

Cross-border movements 
can complicate contact trac-
ing, testing and isolation 
procedures, he said. But he 
believes this can be resolved 
if the countries synchronise 
Covid-19 prevention and 
public health measures.

He cited Singapore’s and Ma-
laysia’s agreement, and noted 
that the two countries’ synchro-
nisation process will be “highly 
iterative”. Both countries will be 
sharing their respective data, 
insights and experiences to 
learn from each other.

lim said: “It might look 
messy, but there is no choice. 
Every country is learning and 
evolving with new knowl-
edge.”

Sumit Agarwal, low Tuck 
Kwong Professor at the NuS 
School of Business, said a 
travel bubble “won’t help 
much economically, but it 
will be good for people”.

Agarwal said easing busi-
ness travel among a few 
countries will not contribute 
significantly to gross domes-

tic product (GDP) growth. 
However, partially reopen-
ing borders will at least allow 
Southeast Asians to move 
freely, allowing them to re-
connect with their families.

Early this year, ASEAN coun-
tries closed their borders to 
control the Covid-19 outbreak.

But while this measure 
helped the region limit the 
number of Covid-19 cases, 
it also came at a huge socio-
economic cost. The border clo-
sures choked investment flows, 
slashed tourism receipts, drove 
out migrant workers and kept 
families apart.

The huge socio-economic 
cost of border closures attests 
to the interconnectedness of 
ASEAN countries. There were 
nearly 50 million intra-region 
arrivals in 2018, representing 
about 47 per cent of total ar-
rivals, according to the ASE-
AN Statistical yearbook 2019.

Southeast Asian citizens 
have also studied and worked 
in each other’s countries, re-
sulting in close personal ties, 
such as in the case of Singa-
pore and Malaysia.

Each day, more than 450,000 
people cross the land bridge 

that connects the city-state 
with the southern Malaysian 
city of johor Bahru, making 
it one of the world’s busiest 
land borders.

ASEAN leaders have recog-
nised the ties that bind the 
region. In a statement issued 
after their 36th ASEAN sum-
mit in june, leaders called for 
the “interconnectedness in 
the region by facilitating to 
the extent possible the essen-
tial movement of people, in-
cluding business travel, while 
ensuring the safeguarding of 
public health in line with our 
efforts to combat the Covid-
19 pandemic”.

Chanchai Tanatkatrakul, 
principal for the Thailand of-
fice of the global consultancy 
firm Roland Berger, said cre-
ating travel bubbles is one 
way for an ASEAN country to 
“slowly and confidently re-
open” its borders.

“The first step is to test the 
travel bubble and to see if this 
can be done. We can’t rush 
this,” he said, noting that 
the entry of just one infected 
traveller “can leave a lot of 
pain in society”. CHINA DAILY/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Singapore’s and Malaysia’s move to open a reciprocal green lane on August 10 is seen as a guide for other 
ASEAN member countries. THE STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)

The protesters sang a parody of the theme song for Hamtaro – a popular 
Japanese anime character that is a sparkly-eyed hamster – replacing 
the lyrics with the refrain ‘dissolve the parliament’. AFP

A new bridge over Hoa Binh canal in An Giang province’s Phu Tan district is 
one of 581 new rural bridges built over the last five years in the province. 
MT.GOV.VN/VIET NAM NEWS

An Giang builds hundreds of rural bridges
juST south of Cambodia’s 
Takeo and Kandal provinces, 
more than 806 billion dong 
($35 million) has been mobi-
lised over the last few years 
to build 581 new rural bridg-
es in Vietnam’s An Giang 
province.

The Cuu long (Mekong) 
Delta province earlier this 
month reviewed its five-year 
project on using private invest-
ment for rural bridges. 

The province has numerous 
canals, ditches and rivers that 
have caused difficulties for 
transportation and local eco-
nomic development, espe-
cially in rural areas.

Provincial Department of 
Transport director Nguyen 
Phu Tan said the project 
achieved 120.7 per cent of the 
target, exceeding the plan of 
100 bridges.

The project was estimated to 
cost 1.5 trillion dong, includ-
ing 480 billion from the private 
sector and the remainder from 
the State Budget.

As a result, the total of 806 
billion dong exceeded the tar-
geted amount. 

Tan said: “The province 
gained success in the project 
thanks to the joint efforts of 
local government, residents 
and sponsors.”

Residents contributed 
117,164 workdays and donated 
more than 1,500sqm of land to 
build the bridges.

The province plans to build 
seven new bridges in Tinh Bien 
district, with a total cost of 11.5 
billion dong. The district 
shares a 20km border with 
Cambodia’s Kiri Vong, Koh 
Andet and Borei Cholsar dis-
tricts in Takeo province.

Many bridges are expected 
to be built in Chau Doc city in 
the coming time.

Provincial People’s Commit-
tee vice-chairman le Van 
Nung praised the contribu-
tions of organisations, busi-

nesses and sponsors that took 
part in social charity activities 
in the province, including 
building new rural bridges.

He called on them to con-
tinue supporting the project in 
the 2020-2025 period.

He asked local authorities to 
have a regular maintenance 
plan to ensure quality and 
long-term use of the bridges.

The committee awarded cer-
tificates of merit to 148 organ-
isations, businesses and spon-
sors for their contributions to 
the implementation of rural 
bridges in the province in the 
2016-2020 period. VIET NAM NEWS/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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y
ET again, my hometown 
finds itself at the centre of 
controversy. Houston just 
can’t catch a break.

In a shocking, perplexing move, the 
Chinese Consulate-General there was 
informed by the uS State Depart-
ment that it had to close in a matter 
of days, with no warning and no rea-
son given aside from a specious list of 
evidence-free accusations.

This bizarre attack hits close to home, 
and I mean that quite literally. Houston 
is only an hour’s drive from the Texas 
county where I was raised, and having a 
consulate a stone’s throw away was 
especially useful for my move to Beijing.

Without the Houston facility I would 
have had to either travel across the 
country to get visa approval or pay for 
a proxy service, both of which were 
well outside my price range.

An error on my part necessitated 
repeat trips – don’t remove staples on 
certified documents, folks! – and it 
was the convenience of the Houston 
location that made it feasible for me 
to get my paperwork done while 
between jobs, living at home and col-
lecting unemployment.

So when I heard the news I thought 
of the many people who counted on 
that consulate, particularly Houston’s 
sizable Chinese population. Where 
will they go? What financial and logis-
tical hurdles will they have to leap to 
access basic consular services?

It’s clear the State Department and 
the Trump administration don’t care. In 
fact, I’d wager they consider it a bonus.

It’s not as though his government 
has done anything for the poor and 
working-class people of the uS, least 
of all immigrants – they’ve been hit 
hardest by the Covid-19 pandemic, 
and the jaw-droppingly bad job the 
uS has done in fighting the virus has 
only made things worse.

With millions of cases, over a hun-
dred thousand dead, tens of millions 
out of work and countless evictions 
looming, Trump’s approval ratings 
are at a near-historic low.

An election in only four months 
demands a new plan to prop up those 
plummeting poll numbers, and it 
appears Trump and his team are rely-
ing on an old favourite: “Blame China.”

It’s the spaghetti strategy, so named 
for the technique chefs use to check 
if pasta is ready – “throw it at the wall 
and see what sticks”.

First, they tried to claim that Covid-
19 was cooked up in a Chinese lab. 
Then, they pushed a theory of an 

accidental leak.
Neither instance of finger-pointing 

caught on, as people who actually 
know what they’re doing – the virolo-
gists, epidemiologists and medical 
doctors whose advice is routinely 
ignored by the Trump administration – 
dismissed those fever-dream delusions 
as impossible, or so close to impossible 
it wasn’t worth consideration.

When outright blaming China for 
the pandemic proved to be a dud, the 
uS government decided to ratchet up 
tensions in other ways; booting out 
Chinese journalists through arbitrary 
quotas, restricting visas for Chinese 
researchers, heightening its attacks 
on Chinese tech companies and 
applying broad, punitive sanctions 
over bogus “human rights” concerns.

The hope was with enough distrac-
tions the people would forget all 
about the appalling mismanagement 
of a deadly pandemic.

But the case count kept rising, and 
few took the bait. Public anger only 
intensified after the brutal murder of 
George Floyd and a second wave of 
infections brought the economy to 
another screeching halt.

So further escalation was in order, 
naturally – because when you’ve dug 
yourself deep into a hole, the only 
sane solution is to dig your way out.

Hence the closure of the consulate 
in Houston. The purpose here is two-
fold – continue antagonising China 
for all the aforementioned reasons, 

but also to trigger a response in kind.
This is another well-worn page from 

the uS playbook. Make a nakedly 
aggressive move, then when the target-
ed country does something in return – 
which it must – accuse them of the 
very thing you did in the first place.

The ever-compliant media sells this 
narrative well, reporting the initial 
provocation dispassionately, if at all, 
and saving the alarmist rhetoric for 
the “enemy” country’s reciprocal act.

We’ve seen it happen with the uS’ 
withdrawal from the Iran nuclear 
agreement, the moving of its embas-
sy in Israel to jerusalem, its military 
activity on the Korean Peninsula and 
countless other incidents.

Which means now that China’s for-
eign ministry has announced it has 
instructed the uS consulate in 
Chengdu to close, we can expect the 
usual theatrics from Western politi-
cians and media.

A cursory mention of the inciting 
incident will, at best, be included a 
few paragraphs down in stories about 
China’s decision, long after most peo-
ple have stopped reading.

But we shouldn’t fall for such a trans-
parent ploy. Ordering the closure of the 
uS consulate in Chengdu is not an act 
of an aggression, it’s a reaction to one. 
What’s more, it isn’t even proportional.

The Chinese consulate in Houston 
served the entire uS South, including 
Texas and Florida – two of the most 
populous states in the country. 

Chengdu, though an important loca-
tion and the site of the westernmost 
uS consulate, serves a relatively 
small group of people.

And let’s be frank – your average uS 
citizen in China is, to put it mildly, in a 
privileged position. I doubt whatever 
inconveniences they’ll face getting to 
the Guangzhou consulate will be any-
thing close to the difficulties their Chi-
nese counterparts are experiencing.

In any event, it’s hard to imagine 
there’s a terrible rush to enter the uS 
right now.

If those Americans want to complain, 
though, they shouldn’t be knocking on 
China’s door. This situation is entirely 
the uS’ doing, and we need to shout 
this indisputable fact from the rooftops.

That’s what it’ll take to beat back 
the waves of misinformation coming 
from Trump’s State Department. 
Contrary to popular belief, China has 
stayed committed to a peaceful reso-
lution of its differences with the uS – 
and all it’s gotten for its trouble is one 
provocation after another.

I’m reminded of the old Tom and 
Jerry cartoons, where Tom the cat 
would torment Spike the dog over 
and over, taunting and harassing him 
just past the end of Spike’s leash. For 
a while, it was great fun for Tom – 
until the leash came off.

you can guess what happened next. 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Opinion
Ian Goodrum

Houston consulate closure a 
desperate, boneheaded move

In a shocking, perplexing move, the Chinese Consulate-General there was informed by the US State Department that it had to close in a 
matter of days, with no warning and no reason given aside from a specious list of evidence-free accusations. AFP

The author is a US writer with China Daily.
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Around the NGOs
local NGO 
plans to gift 
rural farmers 
a ‘gold canal’
Hong Raksmey

R
ESIDENTS of two 
communes in Kam-
pong Cham province 
have grown tired 

of spending their money to 
pump water from a faraway 
lake, which requires them to 
travel long distances and pay 
fees at each pumping station.

For the last two years, 
droughts have starved their 
crops of water, and they are 
running out of money in an 
attempt to keep their crops 
hydrated.

The thousands of families 
living in Cheung Prey and Ta-
ing Krasaing communes in 
Batheay district, mostly farm-
ers, need a canal.

Although it hasn’t been built 
yet, it’s already been dubbed 
the ‘Gold Canal’ or the ‘Silver 
Canal,’ because of the per-
ceived treasures it will bring 
to scorched farms. 

Sorn Fim, a 55-year-old 
farmer from Cheung Prey’s 
Trabek village, owns about 
2ha of farmland. “These two 
years, local crops are almost 
decimated because there is 
no water at all,” he says.

Trabek village chief Hour 
Heng says many farmers in 
the village, which has about 
140ha, have faced a severe 
drought and low river levels 
for two consecutive years.  

Heng, who owns nearly 2ha 
of farmland, tells The Post 
that “about 80 per cent of rice 
crops have dried out. Very 
little crops can be saved by 
pumping underground wa-
ter. But the quality is not very 
good since vegetable crops 
can hardly survive it”.

Watching seedlings dry out 
before they could grow in his 
home commune of Cheung 
Prey, Thoeun Sarorn decided 
to start raising funds to build 
an irrigation system that 
could supply the commune’s 
farms year-round.

The 40-year-old founder 
of NGO Increase Food Secu-
rity and Development (Ifsad) 
says: “Previously, we experi-
enced dry spells often and our 
crops did not yield because of 
the shortage of precipitation.

“Crops died just before 
bearing grain. Farmers don’t 
guarantee food security. It 
affects their [the farmers] 
livelihoods and also chil-
dren’s studies because their 
parents have to work outside 
and leave their children alone 
with their grandparents.” 

Sarorn suffered from mal-
nutrition as a poor child 
growing up in the commune, 
and he has not forgotten this. 
He raised funds from friends 
to create Ifsad to develop his 
home commune through vol-
unteer work. 

“To earn confidence from 
donors, we registered as an 
NGO in 2008 to develop com-
munities via agriculture, edu-
cation and health,” he says. 

The organisation has al-
ready built an irrigation 
system about 4km-long to 
store rainwater for crops. If 
it doesn’t rain, there’s no wa-
ter to disburse. But having a 
canal could secure water for 
farmers throughout the year.

“Most of the communities’ 
crops are dying out. In some 
places, people have a pump-
ing well and can get under-
ground water. 

“Our goal is to help com-
munities have a water supply 
all year round. Previously we 
helped build a 3-4km canal 
to store water, but it only has 
seasonal water,” Sarorn says. 

He says climate change has 
caused the two-year-long 
drought in the communities, 
which were so affected that 
members asked Ifsad for as-
sistance to build a canal. 

“We plan to build a 5m deep 
canal about 2km to the reser-
voir and then install a pump-
ing station [connecting] to a 
smaller canal about 6-7km 
long.”

The canal and pumping sta-
tion, Sarorn says, would cost 
about $150,000.

“If we can make it happen, 
we will help communities a 
lot. Normally, when plant-
ing rice seedlings, they [the 
farmers] have to pump water 
in four to five phases to reach 
their rice fields, he says.

“When we have a new ir-
rigation [system], they will 
need to pump only once be-
cause we will have a station 
and a machine [installed] for 
them,” he says.

Sarorn, who also volunteers 
in the communities, says lo-
cal farmers are eagerly antici-
pating the arrival of a canal to 
change their fortunes.

“They think that if it can 
be built, this canal will be as 
good as gold and can bring 
them treasures because it 
can provide them water for 
generations. The water reser-
voir that flows into the canal 
would be connected to the gi-
ant Tonle Sap lake,” he says.

Cheung Prey commune 
chief Ven Sam Ol says the ca-
nal would benefit both Ch-
eung Prey and Taing Krasaing 
communes. In Cheung Prey, 
Sam Ol says 80 per cent of its 
2,101 families rely on agricul-
ture. 

Sam Ol tells The Post: “It’s 
really good because this year 
our crops are fruitless. I can 
say that it is a gold canal or 
silver canal.”

He says authorities have 
spoken with farmers who 
own land where the canal 
would pass through and have 
preserved the space. 

“One canal will have two 
roads on either side for 

people to use. The southern 
road will be 7m wide and 
the northern one will be 3m 
wide while the canal will be 
7m wide, Sam Ol says. 

“The canal can provide us 
with water for rice seedlings, 
vegetables and daily usage 
year-round. Now, 50 per cent 
of people in Cheung Prey 
commune use tap water while 
the other half use groundwa-
ter, ponds and rainwater.”

In line with the govern-
ment’s fight against poverty, 
Ifsad wants people to work 
in their communities rather 
than seeking opportunities 
elsewhere. 

Sarorn says that “they can 
take care of their children and 
live together with their old 
parents too. We are part of the 
government’s mission to pro-
mote people’s livelihoods.”

Aside from agriculture as-
sistance, raising funds to build 
waterways and providing 
seeds and water buckets, Ifsad 
operates several other chari-
ties. In the past, Ifsad invited 
volunteer physicians to treat 
people in the two communi-
ties in Batheay district. 

“Australian doctors have 
a mission here every year. 
They come to cure people for 
free. This is part of our mis-
sion. We don’t have many 
resources but we seek people 
who want to help poor fami-
lies,” Sarorn says.

Teachers have also volun-
teered in the communities.

“Previously, we hired Eng-
lish teachers to teach chil-
dren in communities without 
charging a fee. Recently we 
built a computer centre and 
offered English classes with 
low school fees, or free of 
charge. We have a small pond 
in the community which was 
dug to raise fish for food.”

Sarorn says that even a $1 
or $2 donation can make a 
difference as he plans to build 
the canal step-by-step. 

When farmers have proper 
irrigation for their crops, 
communities can take com-
fort knowing their food source 
is secure, he says. 

For more information or to 
make a donation to help in 
the building of the ‘gold canal,’ 
email ifsad-director@gmail.
com or call 012 907 794. 

After a two-year drought, rural farmers in Kampong Cham province are desperate for an efficient method to water their crops. supplied

Thoeun Sarorn founded an NGO to help develop the commune he grew up in as a poor, malnourished child. suppliedIncrease Food Security and Development (Ifsad) has donated water jugs to residents in the past. supplied



Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Central New York city and lake
  7 Dye out?
 11 They replaced cassettes
 14 Large wasp
 15 A sign of things to come
 16 Quick plane trip
 17 Bread, proverbially
 19 She wears a wool coat
 20 Touch up, say
 21 Natural flat-top
 22 Wisdom tooth e.g.
 25 Black & Decker is one
 27 Cry of enlightenment
 28 Brother or sister
 30 Hither’s partner
 31 Completely engrossed
 33 Hispanic house
 36 Princess’ crown
 40 Ivy League apparel
 43 Prefix meaning “sun”
 44 Ben Franklin flew one
 45 Where pirates moor
 46 Capture, as a crook
 48 Follower of Robert E. Lee
 50 Woman with a good habit

 51 Strands in a diner
 56 Up to the present time
 58 Word with “sugar” or “candy”
 59 Lord’s prayer word
 61 Flow like water
 62 A sergeant may order one
 66 Inn beverage
 67 The “A” in A.D.
 68 Native American tribe (var.)
 69 Chicken ___ (childhood affliction)
 70 Grows older
 71 Lacking in vitality
DOWN
  1 Understanding cries
  2 “I’m ___ Rappaport”
  3 Pitcher’s stat
  4 Prefix with “red” or “structure”
  5 Puts off until later
  6 At the acme
  7 Largest book size
  8 ___ acids
  9 With great skill
 10 WSW’s opposite
 11 It could be rosy or dimpled
 12 Use a divining rod
 13 Bit of broccoli
 18 Salt-cured pork

 21 Stark raving type
 22 Winter’s end
 23 Windy City landing site
 24 Carnation holder
 26 Speck of dust
 29 Neat drinkers decline it
 32 Sudden pain
 34 Vail vehicle
 35 Sitting normally, as on a horse
 37 Muscle weakness
 38 Casino show
 39 Looks ___ everything
 41 Noted pairs guardian
 42 Itsy-bitsy
 47 Fit in
 49 Gotham City protector
 51 Fragment, as of paper
 52 Sao ___, Brazil
 53 Architectural wing, e.g.
 54 Tin-lead alloy
 55 Folded-over munchies
 57 Tonsorial operation
 60 Ferber or Best
 62 LAX regulators
 63 Head-butt
 64 A.L. or N.L. city
 65 Ad ___ committee

“TEAM WORK” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution
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Lifestyle

France’s love affair 
with cinema tested 
by the coronavirus

‘I 
am sick of Netflix. I 
am sick of an algo-
rithm serving me up 
the same old thing,” 

said anne-Sophie Duchamp 
as she put on her face mask to 
enter an arthouse cinema on 
Paris’ left Bank.

“We’ve been stuck at home 
for months” because of the 
lockdown, she added, as she 
bought her ticket to see British 
director mike leigh’s  acerbic 
1988 comedy, High Hopes.

“Why should I stay at home 
any longer when in Paris you 
can find a whole century of 
masterpieces showing in little 
cinemas every day.”

While cinema audiences 
across the world have been 
reluctant to venture back 
into the dark, not for the first 
time the French were seen as 
something of an exception.

as one of the most cine-
phile countries in the world, 
film-makers and cinema 
owners have been counting 
on the French love affair with 
the silver screen to help save 
their skins.

Duchamp, who is in her 
forties, insisted that going to 
a socially distanced cinema 
was “no more dangerous than 
going to the supermarket”.

a poll late last month just 
before cinemas reopened af-
ter an eight-week lockdown 
showed that 18.7 million 
people – almost a third of the 
population – planned to go 
see a film in the next month.

Hollywood no-shows
But the reality has turned 

out be rather more disap-
pointing for cinemas, who are 
only allowed to be half full, 
with a free seat either side of 
each filmgoer.

With Hollywood delaying 
the release of blockbusters 
like Tom Cruise’s Top Gun 2 
and Wonder Woman 1984 that 
would normally drive sum-
mer ticket sales, multiplexes 
in particular are suffering.

There was a further blow on 
Thursday when Christopher 

Nolan’s spy drama Tenet was put 
back for a third time by Warner 
Brothers until august 12.

“It is much tougher than we 
imagined,” said aurelie Delage, 
manager of the six-screen Cin-
emascop megarama at Garat 
in western France.

It is so grim in fact that “I 
am not looking at figures”, she 
told aFP. “This can’t last.”

Only small arthouse cinemas 
seemed to be bucking the trend, 
although there was some good 
news on Wednesday as weekly 
admissions broke the one-mil-
lion mark for the first time since 
the end of the lockdown, helped 
by the success of the French 
comedy Divorce Club.

Encouraging as the 13 per 
cent week-on-week rise was, 
it is still only a third of the 
business cinemas were doing 
this time last year. 

“People have been stuck in-
side during the lockdown and 
now they want to be out in 
the air, on a bar or restaurant 

terrace when the weather is 
good,” Delage argued.

yet the French have been 
far more enthusiastic than 
their neighbours, with Ger-
man cinema entries down to 
just 17 per cent of normal lev-
els and the situation in Spain 
even more catastrophic at 
just 13 per cent.

Chance for small films
Only the Dutch have been 

as phlegmatic, according to a 
study by Comscore.

This has given hope to inde-
pendent film-makers who see 
a chance of stepping into the 
gap, insisting that the public 
are hungry for new movies.

uS director michael Covino 
will release his cycling bro-
mance The Climb, a big hit at 
last year’s Cannes film festival, 

in France next week, having 
resisted the temptation to put 
it out on a streaming service.

“The best place to see a 
comedy is in a cinema with 
other people,” he said.

The clear run has also proba-
bly helped the black comedian 
jean-Pascal Zadi’s broad satire 
Tout simplement noir (Very 
Simply Black) become a hit.

Some half a million people 
have flocked to see him take a 
hammer to racial stereotypes 
in a fortnight.

French actor-director ma-
thieu Kassovitz – who has a 
walk-on role in the comedy 
– is also going ahead with the 
25th anniversary re-release 
of his classic La Haine, with 
race and police violence once 
again in the spotlight.

Kassovitz is convinced there 
is pent-up demand “to go out 
to see films”.

“That is why there is a quite 
a lot of re-releases this sum-
mer to rekindle that desire,” 

he told aFP.
But what cinema owners 

across Europe really want, said 
marc-Olivier Sebbag of the 
French Cinemas Federation, 
is for the big Hollywood stu-
dios to start releasing their new 
movies in Europe without wait-
ing for cinemas on the other 
side of the altantic to reopen.

“I hope we will be listened 
to,” he added.

In the meantime Hugo Be-
namozig, co-director of the 
French adventure flick send-
up, Terrible Jungle, starring 
Catherine Deneuve, is gung-ho 
about its release next week.

If they waited till after the 
summer, “our film might be 
drowned” by the dam-bust of 
uS blockbusters which have 
been held back by the coro-
navirus, he said. AFP

Cinema-goers in Paris purchase film tickets following the opening of French theatres as the country moved 
to ease restrictive Covid-19 measures. AFP

why should I stay at home 
any longer when in Paris you 

can find a whole century 
of masterpieces?
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Ronaldo powers juve to ninth straight title
C

RISTIANO Ronaldo 
powered juventus to 
their ninth straight 
Serie A title on Sun-

day in a 2-0 win over Sampdor-
ia that put them over the line 
with two matches to spare.

Ronaldo opened the scor-
ing deep into first half stop-
page time in Turin and then 
had a hand in Federico Ber-
nardeschi netting the second 
after 66 minutes.

The five-time Ballon d’Or 
winner missed a late pen-
alty but Maurizio Sarri’s side 
moved seven points ahead of 
second-placed Inter Milan to 
seal a 36th ‘Scudetto’.

The title is Sarri’s first and 
extends a record run which 
Antonio Conte started with 
three titles from 2012 and 
Massimiliano Allegri contin-
ued with the following five.

Sarri’s team had missed the 
chance to wrap up the title on 
Thursday when the ‘Old lady’ 
of Italian football fell to a 2-1 
defeat at udinese.

But they made no mistake 
at the Allianz Stadium despite 
being pushed hard by Claudio 
Ranieri’s Sampdoria, one of 
the most in-form teams since 
the return of Serie A from the 
three-month coronavirus 
lockdown.

“It is the most beautiful 
success, even the most dif-
ficult because we wanted it 
and suffered,” said defender 
leonardo Bonucci.

“We started on a new 
path with a lot of scepticism 
around us, we gave every-

thing, despite some slip-ups. 
“It was a complicated year 

for everyone in the world, it 
was difficult to return after so 
many months not playing.”

Ronaldo ‘delight’
Despite his 35 years Ron-

aldo shrugged off the quick 

succession of matches played 
in hot summer weather after 
the lockdown, bringing his 
tally to 31 this season.

The Portuguese striker has 
scored 10 goals since football 
returned in Italy on june 20, 
more than any other player in 
Europe.

He also matched former 
Italy World Cup winner Felice 
Borel, who was the last player 
to score 31 goals for juventus 
in the 1933-34 season.

But he remains three goals 
behind Serie A’s leading scor-
er Ciro Immobile, who scored 
a hat-trick earlier in lazio’s 

5-1 win over Hellas Verona.
“Delighted for the second 

consecutive championship 
and to continue building 
the history of this great and 
splendid club,” said Ronaldo 
on Instagram.

“This title is dedicated to 
all juventus fans, in particu-

lar to those who have suf-
fered and are suffering from 
the pandemic that has taken 
us all by surprise by over-
turning the world. 

“It was not easy! your cour-
age, your attitude and your 
determination were the 
strength we needed to face 
this tight final of the cham-
pionship and fight to the end 
for this title that belongs to all 
of Italy. 

“A big hug to you all!”
The breakthrough came in 

the final move of the first half, 
when Pjanic cleverly rolled 
a pass across the penalty 
area to allow Ronaldo to lash 
home his 31st league goal of 
the season.

juventus made sure of the 
title in second half when Ber-
nardeschi pounced on the re-
bound of a Ronaldo shot and 
tapped in a decisive finish.

Sampdoria had no way back 
into the game and had to play 
the final 20 minutes a man 
down when Morten Thorsby 
was sent off for a second yel-
low card.

But the match could prove 
costly for juventus before the 
return leg of their Champions 
league last 16 tie against lyon 
on August 7, when they need 
to overturn a 1-0 deficit from 
the first match in France.

Danilo took a knock, while 
influential forward Paulo Dy-
bala limping off with a mus-
cular problem early in the 
match will be a worry for Sarri 
with lyon’s visit to Turin less 
than two weeks away. afp

Cristiano Ronaldo (right) scored his 31st goal of the season in Juventus’ league-clinching win against Sampdoria on Sunday. afp

‘1,200km every weekend’: 
Quartararo’s road to victory

Houston 
defeats 
Chicago to 
win Cup

FABIO Quartararo revealed 
Sunday the challenges he had 
to overcome, including regular 
1,200km road trips, which 
have put him on the path to a 
potential world MotoGP title.

The 21-year-old Frenchman 
claimed his second successive 
win in the coronavirus-delayed 
championship at the Andalucia 
Grand Prix, backing up his 
Spanish GP triumph on the 
same jerez track last weekend.

As he warmly embraced his 
“idol”, and seven-time elite 
class champion Valentino 
Rossi on the podium, Quar-
tararo recalled his tough route 
to the pinnacle of the sport.

“It was not easy. When I was 
seven years old we used to take 
a van with my father to go to 
Spain and we did more than 
1,200 kilometres every week-
end for training, for races,” he 
explained.

“you can imagine how hard 
it was and I never stopped 
travelling between the ages of 
seven and 15.

“In France, there were three 
or four riders who were fight-
ing for the championship but 
when I arrived in Catalonia, 
there were 15 . . . and they were 
going faster than me.”

Six years on from those 
exhausting cross-border road 
trips, Quartararo is already the 
first French rider to win mul-
tiple MotoGP races.

He has done it on a yamaha 

satellite bike but in 2021 he 
will ascend to the factory team 
replacing 41-year-old Rossi, 
who was third on Sunday.

“To be on the podium with 
Valentino is fantastic,” said 
Quartararo who still owns a 
photo of him and the great Ital-
ian taken when he was a child.

Sunday’s victory was also a 
triumph of will and stamina with 
air temperatures at 36 degrees 
and the track at a melting 59.

“Halfway through I looked at 
how many laps were left and 
when I saw it was still 12, I said 
‘wow, that’s too long’,” said 
Quartararo who eventually 
came home 4.5 seconds ahead 
of Maverick Vinales, his 2021 

teammate.
“My hands were so hot.”
Sunday’s win gives the 

French rider a 10-point lead in 
the championship over Vinal-
es while defending champion 
Marc Marquez sat out the race 
after undergoing surgery on a 
broken arm.

In a truncated season, Quar-
tararo knows he already has 
the advantage.

“Marc will come back for 
Brno (the next race), Maverick 
is very strong, Vale (Rossi) is 
back on the podium.

“The championship is very 
short so if it’s possible to have 
as few rivals as possible, it’s 
good for us.” afp

SOPHIE Schmidt’s penalty 
sparked Houston to a 2-0 vic-
tory over Chicago Sunday to 
win the National Women’s Soc-
cer league Challenge Cup.

The 32-year-old Canadian 
midfielder, a two-time Olympic 
bronze medalist, scored in the 
fifth minute as the Dash downed 
the Red Stars in the empty 
home stadium of Major league 
Soccer’s Real Salt lake.

Chicago defender Kayla 
Sharples pulled down Hou-
ston’s Kristen Mewis in the 
penalty area to set up the 
opportunity and Schmidt 
blasted the ball past Red Stars 
goalkeeper Alyssa Naeher.

Houston’s Shea Groom add-
ed a second goal in the first 
minute of stoppage time to 
secure the trophy.

More than 2,000 Covid-19 
tests, all negative, were taken 
by players from eight teams 
over the past month in a bub-
ble quarantine at suburban 
Salt lake City, utah.

That was after the Orlando 
Pride were forced to drop out 
of the event due to six players 
and four staff members testing 
positive for coronavirus last 
month before traveling to 
utah.

Women’s World Cup-win-

ning stars Megan Rapinoe, 
Tobin Heath and Christen 
Press were among top players 
who withdrew from the four-
week tournament.

Both Houston and Chicago 
advanced from the quarter-
finals on penalties after goal-
less draws and into the final 

with one-goal semi-final 
wins.

The final capped a big week 
for the league, which began 
play in 2013. The NWSl 
announced an expansion team 
in los Angeles for 2022 and 
welcomes a new club in lou-
isville for 2021. afp

The 21-year-old Fabio Quartararo won his second successive MotoGP 
race Sunday, becoming the first French rider to win multiple races. afp

Sophie Schmidt, shown training with the Canadian national team, opened 
the scoring for the Chicago Dash with a goal in the fifth minute. afp
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Wickets, runs and socially distanced fans
S

uRREy cricketers 
Mark Stoneman and 
Ryan Patel on Sunday 
experienced some-

thing no other sportsmen in 
England have enjoyed since 
March when they strode to 
the wicket at The Oval – ap-
plause from a crowd desper-
ate to witness live action in 
the flesh after the coronavirus 
lockdown.

The Premier league football 
season has been played out in 
empty stadia – cardboard cut-
outs of fans at some grounds 
proving no substitute for noise 
and atmosphere.

Frankie Dettori and wonder 
mare Enable were applauded 
into the winners enclosure 
at Ascot after a historic third 
victory in the King George VI 
and Queen Elizabeth Stakes 
on Saturday by 30 people.

However, they were on-course 
staff, trainers and owners.

Stoneman and Patel had 
1,000 members – mostly from 
Surrey but some from rivals 
Middlesex – to cheer them 
on a day that even the unpre-
dictable British weather did 
not wish to ruin with the sun 
making welcome if sporadic 
appearances.

The spectators, some drink-
ing beer, some in Panama 
hats, sat in alternate rows due 
to social distancing rules.

Those who came as a group 
or a couple could sit beside 
each other in the 1845 Stand 
named after the year the club 
was founded.

Richard Gould, the long-
serving Surrey CEO, told AFP 
that lessons had already been 

learned from Sunday’s pilot 
scheme – others follow at the 
world snooker champion-
ships on Friday and Glorious 
Goodwood racing festival 
next Saturday.

“Primarily how you allocate 
seats,” he said.

“Normally with online tick-
eting systems you fill your 
boots in terms of selling seats 
but this is a different scenario.

“you don’t really want to be 
a trained epidemiologist just 

to place people in seats.
“We looked at a variety of 

models regarding socially dis-
tanced seating and that has 
been a challenge.”

The members may have 
been there for a day’s live 
cricket but for long-time 
member David Wright it was 
one he doubted he would see.

“Probably six or eight weeks 
ago I thought, no probably 
won’t get to see anything,” he 
told AFP.

“But now I’m firmly of the 
view that this is perfectly pos-
sible. It’s a nice moment.

“We’re back and it feels like 
you have never been away.”

‘Provides reassurance’
Wright, who fell under 

cricket’s spell watching it on 
TV with his father back in the 
1970s, says he would be fine 
travelling farther afield to 
watch his beloved Surrey. 

“I would be there like a 

shot,” said Wright, who at-
tended Sunday’s game with 
three friends.

“This feels perfectly safe. 
Everyone wearing masks 
[when indoors] and one-way 
systems, the way we are seat-
ed in the ground.

“I hope this is the start - not 
a one-off.”

Gregory Mumford joked it 
was great for once the crowd 
at a friendly match “outnum-
bered the Surrey pigeons.”

Mumford had brought his 
wife with him although he said 
she had been initially reluctant.

“I think it got to the point 
when we started to visit fami-
ly there was a natural progres-
sion to do different things.

“Coming here it is nice to 
come back to familiar territory.

“It provides reassurance 
more than anything.”

Mumford acknowledges that 
unlike him and his wife, who 
live close to the south london 
ground, some might think 
twice about coming if they had 
to travel by public transport.

However, he believes attend-
ing the cricket can do wonders 
for the state of mind.

“There’s been a lot of talk 
about mindfulness during 
lockdown,” he said.

“A good day at the cricket 
ticks a lot of boxes.

“you are in the open air 
with a crowd with whom you 
can communicate if you wish 
or be in your own thoughts.

“There can be a lot of posi-
tives coming here.”

Cafe owner Gail Hadley has 
been coming to see Surrey for 
“donkey’s years” and said she 
was very impressed with the 
way Surrey had dealt with the 
social distancing.

“I think the way they’ve 
done it, it’s really well done,” 
she told AFP.

That’s music to Gould’s ears 
who acknowledges hosting 
such a pilot scheme is no bad 
thing for the profile of the club.

“Always good for the pro-
file,” he said smiling. “We like 
to show off sometimes, every-
one does.” AFP

Thompson snaps seven-year win drought at 3M Open
AMERICAN Michael Thompson 
snapped a seven-year uS PGA title 
drought on Sunday, making birdies 
on two of the last three holes to win 
the 3M Open by two strokes.

Thompson, the 2012 uS Open runner-
up, rolled an impressive bunker shot 
within three feet of the cup at the par-4 
16th and holed a 15-foot birdie putt at 
the par-5 18th to secure his first tour 
triumph since the 2013 Honda Classic.

“I don’t know what to say. This is so 
exciting,” Thompson said, his voice 
cracking with emotion as he fought 
back tears.

“I played such good golf today. I 
stayed within myself. I played within 
myself. This means so much to me.”

Thompson fired a four-under par 67 
in the final round to finish on 19-under 
265 to defeat compatriot Adam long 
by two shots after 72 holes at TPC Twin 
Cities in Blaine, Minnesota.

World number 218 Thompson, who 
said his family could not be with him 
to celebrate due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, last won 166 starts ago.

His breakthrough booked the 35-year-
old into next week’s WGC Memphis 
event, next month’s PGA Champion-
ship, the uS Open in September and 
the Masters in November.

“It has been a long time,” Thomp-
son said. “To know I have security for 
two more years, to get in all those 

tournaments, it’s just so exciting.”
level with long at the tee on the 

reachable par-4 16th, Thompson 
smacked his tee shot into a greenside 
bunker, then blasted out of the sand 
to inside three feet and made his 
birdie putt to seize the lead alone.

After missing a 15-foot birdie putt 
on the par-3 17th, Thompson dropped 
his third shot just inside 15 feet and 
sank the putt for the victory.

long, who made the cut on the 
number, went 63-64 on the weekend, 
with his career-best 16 birdies in the last 
two rounds giving him a share of the lead 
with Thompson in the clubhouse.

“Ball-striking was a lot cleaner,” 
long said of his weekend. “I had more 
birdie opportunities. I just tried to 
keep the pedal down and make as 
many birdies as I could.

“The way scoring is around here, I 
knew I would have to keep making 
birdies.”

long, ranked 110th, won his only PGA 
title in january 2019 at the Desert Clas-
sic as a rookie. He shared second last 
November at the Mayakoba Classic.

A third-place pack on 268 included 
2011 Masters champion Charl Schwart-
zel of South Africa, Sweden’s Alex 
Noren, Argentina’s Emiliano Grillo and 
Americans Robby Shelton, Charles 
Howell, Max Homa, Cameron Tringale, 
Tony Finau and Richy Werenski. AFP

The friendly cricket match between Surrey and Middlesex on July 26 marks the first time spectators have attended a live sports event in England 
since the coronavirus lockdown restrictions suspended all sport in March . AFP

American Michael Thompson snapped a seven-year US PGA title drought on Sunday. AFP
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