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Khorn Savi

A 
MINISTRY of Health 
official has warned of 
the possibility of Cov-
id-19 spreading 

through community transmis-
sion after the total infected cases 
in the Kingdom rose to 225.

Ministry spokeswoman Or 
Vandine told reporters on Sat-
urday that the possibility of 
community transmission can-
not be overlooked and that peo-
ple need to protect themselves, 
particularly during the upcom-
ing holidays next month.

“All revellers, please take 
extreme precautions as the 
risk of Covid-19 transmis-
sion is potentially present 
everywhere and at all times. 
Don’t get careless and don’t 
let your guard down even for 
an instant,” she said.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister 
Hun Sen said via Facebook on 
Sunday that flights from Ma-

laysia and Indonesia are tem-
porarily cancelled because 
the virus has largely been 
imported by passengers on 
flights from those countries.

“Don’t underestimate 
Covid-19 – this serious re-
spiratory disease is one of 
the gravest and devastating 
ones and no medicine cures 
it yet,” he said.

On Saturday, the ministry 
issued a letter confirming 
that Cambodia had decided 
to temporarily suspend the 
flights starting on August 1.

“From August to September 
our country will observe many 
national holidays. Hence, we 
must pay heed to preventive 
measures to minimise the 
spread of Covid-19,” it said.

Cambodia announced 26 
new cases on July 20. They 
involved 25 passengers trav-
elling from Egypt and Russia 
through Malaysia. Twenty-
three more cases were con-

firmed on Saturday from Ma-
laysia and Indonesia.

Although the latest cases were 
found in the Kingdom’s migrant 
workers and students, Hun Sen 
said last week that the govern-
ment would not forbid Cambo-
dians from returning home.

State Secretariat of Civil Avi-
ation spokesman Chea Aun 
told The Post on Sunday that 
the cancellation of inbound 
flights from Malaysia and 
Indonesia will not affect the 
economy as most of the pas-
sengers are Cambodian mi-

grant workers and students.
He said there are only one 

or two flights from Malaysia 
and Indonesia a week and 
most planes that land at the 
Phnom Penh International 
Airport were from China and 
South Korea.

UK’s HSBC 
says did 
not ‘frame’ 
Huawei

Flights from 
Indonesia, 
Malaysia 
cancelled

LONDON-BASED HSBC bank 
has denied Chinese media 
reports that it had “framed” tel-
ecom giant Huawei or “fabri-
cated evidence” that led to the 
arrest of a top company official.

Washington’s investigations 
into Huawei – for allegedly vio-
lating US sanctions on Iran – 
started before the bank’s 
involvement with the com-
pany in late 2016, the lender 
said on Saturday in its first 
public comments on Huawei’s 
legal battle in North America.

“HSBC has no malice against 
Huawei, nor has it framed 
Huawei,” the bank said in a 
statement posted on the Chi-
nese messaging app WeChat.

“HSBC has not fabricated evi-
dence or concealed facts, nor 
will it distort facts or harm any 
customer for our own benefit.”

The HSBC statement comes 
a day after Chinese media, and 
the People’s Daily, published 
reports accusing HSBC of lying 
about Huawei during an inves-
tigation by the US department 
of justice.

The probe led to Canada 
arresting Huawei’s chief finan-
cial officer Meng Wanzhou in 
December 2018.

Meng, the daughter of Hua-
wei’s founder, is under house 
arrest in Vancouver, Canada, 
fighting extradition to the US.

Washington says Meng had 
concealed Huawei’s alleged 
dealing with Iran from lenders 
including HSBC.

Meng’s lawyers last week 
said HSBC was well aware of 
Huawei’s activities in Iran but 
claimed ignorance to dodge 
further US punishment. The 
bank has come under pressure 
as Sino-US relations sour.

The lender has also come 
under fire in Britain for back-
ing a security law on Hong 
Kong – one of its biggest mar-
kets. AFP

Niem Chheng

MINISTRY of Justice spokesman Chin 
Malin on Sunday slammed two human 
rights organisations for issuing a baseless 
and untrue statement when claiming the 
government failed to keep a promise to 
alleviate prison overcrowding.

Amnesty International and the Cam-
bodian League for the Promotion and 
Defence of Human Rights (Licadho) 

on Thursday said the government 
needs to make good on a promise to 
free nonviolent offenders.

“In May, Minister of Justice Koeut Rith 
announced a range of reforms to Cam-
bodia’s judicial system. The promised 
reforms were intended to address the 
severe backlog of pending cases in 
Cambodia’s courts and the extreme 
overcrowding in its prisons through the 
expansion of alternatives to incarcera-

tion, including bail and suspended 
sentences, in addition to early and con-
ditional release for current prisoners,” 
the joint statement said.

Citing Minister of Interior Sar Kheng, 
the organisations said: “In a separate 
announcement in May, the interior min-
ister stated that prisoners may be released 
due to overcrowding and human rights 
concerns in Cambodia’s prisons. He gave 
an example that up to 10,000 prisoners 

could be released across the country.”
The organisations said they hoped 

that the government will disclose 
the number of prisoners released as 
part of this campaign after announc-
ing that more than 3,500 cases had 
been cleared this month.

“Amnesty International and Licadho 
condemn the Cambodian authorities’

ContInued – page 3

Justice spokesman: Prison remark ‘baseless’

Ministry spokeswoman or Vandine said the possibility of community transmission cannot be overlooked and 
that people need to protect themselves, particularly during the upcoming holidays next month. HENG CHIVOAN



Private school exam dates pushed back
Voun Dara

T
HE Ministry of Edu-
cation, Youth and 
Sport has postponed 
the grade 12 nation-

al examinations for private 
schools from August 17-18 
to August 27-28 so as not 
to clash with the upcoming 
national holiday scheduled 
from August 17-21. 

The government declared 
the August holidays to com-

pensate for the cancellation 
of the Khmer New Year holi-
days in April due to the Covid-
19 outbreak.

Minister Hang Chuon Naron 
(pictured) told private school 
directors to implement the 
change, but examinations 
will continue as planned.

Ministry spokesman Ros 
Soveacha said private schools 
are preparing the examina-
tions at their own institutions 
in cooperation with the min-
istry, and will follow Covid-19 
prevention measures.

Soveacha said because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, the minis-
try will allow private institutions 
to prepare grade 12 examina-
tions at their own institutions.

He said the reason for 
changing the examination 
dates is to ensure they do not 
clash with the five-day holi-
day from August 17-21.

“Private institutions must re-
quest a form from the ministry 
to organise the grade 12 na-
tional examinations so that we 
can check and acknowledge 
the application before the end 
of July,” said Soveacha. 

He said strict rules 
apply.

Each school 
has to prepare 
an examina-
tion centre 
and there 
must be only 
10 to 15 stu-
dents in each 
room. They 
have to fol-
low guide-
lines of the 
Ministry of 
Health and the 
World Health 

Organisa-
tion (WHO) 

during the 
examinations. 

No date 
has been 

s e t 

for examinations in public 
institutions. Right now, the 
ministry is telling students to 
continue distance learning. 

Cambodian Higher Edu-
cation Association (Chea) 
chairman Heng Vanda said he 

has asked Naron to allow 
grade 12 examinations 
in private institutions 
so private schools can 
continue their work in 

providing education in 
Cambodia. Chea counts 

more than 40 private 
schools as members. 

“We are discussing wheth-
er to let institutions prepare 

examination papers or if the 
ministry has to provide stan-

dard papers. We will discuss this 
issue more in the future so we 
can be prepared,” said Vanda.

Sovannaphumi School 
(SPS) CEO Khim Phon said 
his school will allow students 
in grade nine to take the fi-
nal examinations at school. 
Grade 12 students will wait 
to take their examinations 
at the same time as students 
from State schools when it is 
organised by the ministry.

“SPS has 1,146 students in 
grade nine and 916 students 
in grade 12 who have to take 
examinations this year. Grade 
nine students will take their 
examinations in our schools 
on August 3,” he said.

Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, the ministry will allow private institutions to prepare 
grade 12 examinations at their own institutions. SUPPLIED
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Koreans 
in PP drug 
crime sent 
to court
Kim Sarom

ANTI-DRuG Department 
police sent two Korean men 
to the Phnom Penh Munici-
pal Court on Sunday for 
attempting to send a bag of 
methamphetamine weigh-
ing over 1kg to South Korea. 
Authorities detained the pair 
at Tuol Tompoung I com-
mune, in the capital’s Cham-
karmon district. 

Department deputy chief In 
Song identified the suspects as 
51-year-old Song Min-soo, and 
50-year-old Choi Min-young.

“Experts from my depart-
ments have already questioned 
them and we sent them to 
court,” In Song said. Song Min-
soo had previously been issued 
an arrest warrant by Interpol 
while a South Korean court had 
also issued an arrest warrant 
for him.

In Song said neither suspect 
will be deported to South 
Korea as officials found evi-
dence of a crime committed 
in Cambodia. 

“The suspects attempted to 
send drugs to South Korea, but 
experts investigated and 
stopped them. They have to 
receive punishment in Cam-
bodia before being deported 
to South Korea,” he said. 

This operation was conduct-
ed on Thursday at 3:30pm and 
facilitated by Phnom Penh 
Municipal Court deputy pros-
ecutor Plang Sophal, he said.

The suspects were detained 
at Wisdom Apartment and The 
Diamond Home 1 apartment.

Officials confiscated 1.39kg 
of methamphetamine, a car, 
three mobile phones, two 
weighing scales and tools for 
packaging drugs, Song said.

www.phnompenhpost.com
CheCk the post weBsite 
for Breaking news

Catch of the day
a child shows off his net-fishing crew’s haul off koh Dach island along the Mekong river in the capital’s Chroy Changvar district. HONG MENEA



Long Kimmarita

FIFTY-NINE-YEAR-OLD Bun 
Pek died in Tbong Khmum 
province on Saturday after 
ingesting red toad’s eggs, said 
Choam Krovean commune 
police chief Beng Rithy. 

Pek was from the commune’s 
Robang Chroh village.

Health officials warned resi-
dents against eating the eggs 
in response to the incident.

Rithy said Pek ate the eggs 
with wine the morning after eat-
ing a portion of red toad meat, 
against the advice of his wife.

He said Memot district 
police examined his body and 
confirmed Pek died from poi-
soning caused by the eggs.

“At night, he ate its meat, and 
the next morning he took the 
eggs to drink with wine. His 
wife forbid him from eating 
the eggs and told him to 
beware of poison.

“He replied that it was okay 
because he used to eat them. 
His family is not poor ... but 

[they] still eat red toad’s eggs. 
We couldn’t rescue him at the 
hospital in time,” Rithy said.

Rithy said this is the first case 
of red toad egg poisoning this 
year in Pek’s village as most of 
the villagers knew that the 
eggs are poisonous.

Provincial health depart-
ment director Keo Vannak told 
The Post that it was common 
knowledge that red toad’s eggs 
contained toxins that could be 
life-threatening.

Vannak said the victim 
insisted on eating the red 
toad’s eggs and that it can be 
difficult to teach people not to 
eat certain foods.

A small number of people 
neglect to get poisoned patients 
to the hospital in time, which can 
cause the patient’s condition to 
worsen quickly, Vannak said.

“We will continue to spread 
the information so that our 
people can understand what 
food is toxic and not let them 
eat it again.

“In the past, we have edu-

cated [them], not just [on] red 
toad’s eggs, but other foods 
that are toxic. But some [peo-
ple] can be arrogant. They eat 
it despite knowing the dan-
gers,” Vannak said.

Vannak called on local 
authorities to continue to 
cooperate with doctors to 
change the behaviour of peo-
ple in all communities who 
still risk their lives by eating 
toxic foods. 

Last year, there was also a 
case of red toad’s egg poison-
ing in Koh Keo Krom village in 
Koh Keo commune, Lvea Em 
district, Kandal province.

One person died in the inci-
dent immediately after con-
suming steamed red toad’s 
egg with rice. The victim who 
vomited several times could 
not be saved.

The same year, three sisters in 
Puok district’s Trakiet village in 
Siem Reap province’s Muk Pen 
commune were also poisoned 
by the eggs. One of the sisters 
died from the poison.
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Continued from page 1

ongoing failure to decisively 
address the human rights crisis 
plaguing the country’s pris-
ons,” the statement said.

The organisations called for 
immediate action from the 
government, in particular, to 
release prisoners accused of 
misdemeanours or non-violent 
offences and prisoners held on 
politically motivated grounds.

But Malin said the govern-
ment never promised to release 
10,000 prisoners as claimed by 
the organisations. He said the 
groups were quoting Sar Kheng 
out of context and were mis-
leading the public.

“The justice ministry 
launched this campaign to 
clear a backlog of court cases. 
It adheres to speedy, rapid, just, 
fair and non-corrupt approach-
es and has clear goals, strate-
gies, plans and implementa-
tion programmes,” he said.

Malin said once a backlog of 
cases is addressed, prison 
overcrowding will be looked 
at. But it will not be an imme-
diate release as demanded by 
the organisations. “The cam-
paign is not intended to release 

a certain number of prisoners 
in a defined period.”

He said prisoners who 
behaved well could have a 
chance to be pardoned or 
given reduced sentences. 

judges also have the discre-
tion to decide if prisoners can 
be released on bail temporar-
ily or have their sentences sus-
pended.

Malin stressed that in May, 
Sar Kheng said prisoners may 
be released if they have served 
most of their sentence and 
their offences were minor.

But he added that when 
released, the burden of look-
ing after them would fall on 
local officials and police and 
there is no plan yet in place.

“Let’s say, for example, that we 
reduce the sentences of 10,000 
prisoners. [upon release,] they 
won’t go to just one or two prov-
inces, they’ll go everywhere.

“So, until that time, we will 
make a clear list of prisoners 
to be delegated to the police at 
all localities. We are also seek-
ing other means to help han-
dle those who are released. 
Nothing is set in stone yet, but 
we will keep on working at it,” 
Malin said.

Justice ministry spokesman Chin Malin said a statement by two human 
rights groups on prison overcrowding was wrong. Heng CHivoan

Rights groups’ call 
for release of 10,000 
prisoners dismissed

Tbong Khmum man dies from eating red toad eggs

Bun Pek (center in blanket) died in Tbong Khmum province on Saturday after ingesting red toad’s eggs 
despite being warned they can be poisonous. supplied

S Reap authorities provide 
veterans land concessions
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

S
IEM Reap provincial 
administration direc-
tor Sok Thol said on 
Sunday that provincial 

authorities were preparing a 
working group to update vet-
erans’ social land concessions 
in Khnar Sandai and Khun 
Ream communes in Banteay 
Srei district.

Thol said in 2017, the gov-
ernment issued sub-decree 
No 33 to cut 1,369ha for the 
Cambodia Veteran Associa-
tion (CVA) in Siem Reap prov-
ince to distribute to about 313 
families of homeless veterans. 
The sub-decree was meant to 
assist about 6,500 people.

“In the past, the CVA cut 
385ha to provide 150 veterans 
[with a way] to earn a living. 
But the remaining land has 
been invaded for farming by 
some people,” he said.

Thol said on july 24, pro-
vincial authorities held a 
meeting with the CVA to find 
a solution for the veterans as 
soon as possible.

At the meeting, CVA vice-
president and secretary-
general Kun Kim called on 
everyone illegally occupy-
ing the land, including the 
families of some soldiers, to 
return it to the association.

Sin Phorn, the commander 
of a sub-region military group 
in Siem Reap and president 

of the provincial CVA, told 
The Post that the association 
would take legal action against 
anyone who doesn’t comply.

“We want them [citizens and 
the army who encroached on 
the CVA land to be vigilant 
and responsible for their ac-
tivities. It’s better for them 
to return the land they are 
illegally occupying to our as-
sociation peacefully, rather 
than being forced by admin-
istrative action,” he said.

Phorn said the association 
and working groups of pro-
vincial and district authori-
ties are coordinating to find 
a solution.

If it’s discovered that mili-
tary families who have been 

living and earning a living on 
the veterans’ social land con-
cessions are poor, then a so-
lution will be found for them 
according to State policy.

Banteay Srei district gov-
ernor Khim Finan told The 
Post that “there will be some 
negative impacts during the 
update and the return of the 
land. But if we do not hurry 
and do it now, the invasion 
will be more complicated.”

He confirmed that accord-
ing to a survey of the district 
working group, ordinary peo-
ple, as well as military families 
have encroached on the land.

Some of the military fami-
lies settled on up to 5ha of 
land, Finan said.

Siem Reap officials are updating land concessions for veterans in Khnar Sandai and Khun Ream communes in Banteay Srei district. faCebook



Thou Vireak 

THE government has decided 
to build nearly 3,000km of 
sub-transmission electrical 
lines to cover all rural villag-
es, with a total project cost of 
about $82 million in the form 
of a soft loan from the Chi-
nese government.

The project was disclosed 
during a videoconference be-
tween Deputy Prime Minister 
and co-chair of the Cambo-
dia-China Intergovernmental 
Coordinating Committee Hor 
Namhong and his Chinese 
counterpart Wang Yi.

The meeting was held to 
discuss an action plan to es-
tablish stronger ties between 
the two countries.

Minister of Mines and Energy 
Suy Sem attended the meeting 
and said commencing phase 7 
of the project to connect rural 
areas to the electrical grid is 
the highest priority for Cam-
bodia’s energy sector.

He said the project includes 

22kV and 35kV sub-transmis-
sion lines with a total length 
of 2,970km. It will cover 133 
villages in 14 provinces.

The ministry’s General De-
partment of Energy director-
general Victor Jona told The 
Post on Sunday that Cambo-
dia’s high-voltage network cov-
ers every town and province in 
the country, but there is still no 
sub-network for rural areas.

Therefore, the project will 
help cover the two per cent 
gap in Cambodia’s current 
electricity supply.

He said that according to the 
plan, the project will need $82 
million. The money will be sup-
plied by the Chinese govern-
ment in the form of a soft loan to 
the Cambodian energy sector.

The agreement will be  
signed next month by Prime 

Minister Hun Sen when he 
travels to Beijing to witness 
the Cambodia-China Bilat-
eral Free Trade Agreement 
signing.

“I believe the plan is for the 
Prime Minister to go to Bei-
jing in August and sign the 
loan agreement. This project 
will help expand the electric-
ity network to rural areas in 
all villages,” he said.

Namhong told reporters 
that China would support 
eight emergency projects 
in Cambodia to develop its 
economy and society.

These include projects to 
connect rural areas to the 
electrical grid, infrastructure 
projects, roads, wells and 
ponds, rice warehouses and 
silos, and rural hospitals.

“After the meeting, the 
Chinese side agreed to all 
our requests, and they im-
mediately made a to-do list 
for working together to de-
velop our economy and soci-
ety Namhong said.

Police on 
hunt for 
assailants in 
Ratanakkiri 
murder

KON Mom district police 
on Sunday were search-
ing for two murder sus-

pects after a body was found at 
a banana plantation. The man’s 
throat had been slit.

The victim was found dead on 
July 24 at the Hoang Anh Gia 
Lai company in Serei Mongkol 
commune, Kon Mom district, 
Ratanakkiri province.

Kon Mom district police chief 
Pouk Borith said on Sunday that 
the victim, Kim Saroeun, 26, lived 
in Boeung Nay commune, Prey 
Chhor district, Kampong Cham.

Police said it is possible that 
more than one assailant was 
involved but declined to reveal 
the suspect’s identity.

“I am searching for the 
suspects. We will not reveal 
their identities so as not to alert 
them,” Borith said. 

The body was found around 
3pm on July 24 by workers who 
notified Serei Mongkol com-
mune police. A witness told po-
lice that at around 8pm on July 
23, the victim was drinking al-
cohol with another man. Around 
10pm the men went hunting for 
frogs and didn’t return. 

Police found two pairs of 
shoes and a knife, Borith said. 
Kim Sarom
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Namhong told reporters that China would support eight emergency 
projects in Cambodia to develop the economy and society. HENG CHiVoaN

The body was found around 
3pm on Friday by workers who 
notified Serei Mongkol 
commune police. FaCEBooK

Government to power-up 133 villages

More than $23M handed out to poor
Niem Chheng

T
HE Ministry of Social 
Affairs, Veterans and 
Youth Rehabilita-
tion said on Saturday 

that it completed transferring 
more than $23 million to poor 
people, covering more than 
530,000 households.

It is estimated that about 
30,000 poor households 
missed the deadline to re-
ceive the benefit.

The ministry said as the 
deadline fell on July 24, 
530,858 households, equal 
to 2,153,114 people, had re-
ceived more than 94,551 bil-
lion riel (about $23.2 million) 
from the government’s cash 
transfer programme for June.

The ministry told those who 
already received the financial 
support to collect their mon-
ey for July at any Wing agent 
from July 25, without having 
to go to the commune hall.

“Poor families and vulner-
able people who have valid 
equity cards and did not get 
it verified in June, and those 
who just received new equity 
cards can go to the commune 
hall to receive the money for 
July. The cash can be collect-
ed from July 25 and will run 
through for 30 days,” it said.

The ministry thanked rele-
vant ministries and institutions 
for actively enforcing the cash 
transfer programme and en-
abling it to progress smoothly.

It told recipients to cooper-
ate in order to make the pro-
gramme successful. It said 
the government policy is not 
to leave anyone out.

Ministry spokesman Touch 
Channy told The Post on 
Sunday that according to 
government figures, 560,000 
households should have re-
ceived the cash from this 
programme. But in reality, 
only 530,000 received it. The 
remaining 30,000 households 
weren’t heard from and possi-
bly had migrated.

He said for July, the govern-
ment is expected to spend 
$28 million on 610,000 house-

holds after 50,000 more were 
identified.

The government is also 
jointly implementing a pro-
gramme with four uN bod-
ies in Cambodia to support 
migrant workers who have 
returned from Thailand dur-

ing the Covid-19 crisis. The 
programme will cover all the 
35 districts of Battambang, 
Banteay Meanchey and Siem 
Reap provinces.

According to Ministry of In-
terior secretary of state Chou 
Bun Eng, about 60 per cent of 

the 100,000 workers returning 
from Thailand lived in these 
provinces.

The programme will fo-
cus on Covid-19 prevention, 
health education and the 
provision of health-protective 
materials.

Bun Eng said the pro-
gramme will be deemed suc-
cessful when migrant workers 
are no longer eager to go back 
to Thailand, where they risk 
being cheated by smugglers 
or arrested and deported.

“Another success of the pro-
gramme would be when peo-
ple can protect themselves 
from Covid-19. If they move 
in and out of Thailand, they 
risk catching the disease,” 
Bun Eng said.

She said should the pro-
gramme be successful, the 
government and uN bodies 
would implement it nation-
wide.

She said migrant workers 
who returned from Thailand 
should apply for equity cards 
if they are poor. But their old 
ID-poor cards could also be 
revoked if their living condi-
tions have improved.

“The government is not dis-
criminating against anyone. 
Whether they are people re-
turning from abroad or liv-
ing in the country, they are all 
Cambodians,” Bun Eng said.

For July, the government is expected to spend $28 million on 610,000 households after 50,000 more were 
identified. FaCEBooK

Government figures show that 560,000 households should have received the cash from this programme. FaCEBooK
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Ministry holds traffic law training 

P Sihanouk officials 
warn land thieves 
to leave State land

Soth Koemsoeun

THE Ministry of Public Works 
and Transport has invited more 
than 10,000 company repre-
sentatives to attend a road traf-
fic law training course. 

The training is to educate 
company managers so they 
understand the traffic law and 
can pass the knowledge to 
their employees.

The ministry invited 60 rep-
resentatives from 22 compa-
nies to attend the first training 
course on july 24.

“After completing this course, 
we plan to invite more than 
10,000 transport companies 
that registered with the Minis-
try of Commerce to also attend 
the traffic law training.

“We do this so key person-
nel gain knowledge to pass on 
to their colleagues,” said the 
ministry’s Road Traffic Safety 
Department director Prom 
Vantha.

He told those in attendance 
that staff training will help their 
employees understand the traf-
fic rules and apply them when 
they drive on the road.

“In addition, it’s to enable 

private institutions to under-
stand the road traffic law and 
join the government in pre-
venting traffic accidents in 
Cambodia,” Vantha said.

Ministry of Public Works and 
Transport secretary of state Min 
Manvy said traffic accidents are 
hidden killers and take the lives 
of five to six people per day.

“Traffic accident prevention 
is not just for ministries and 
police. It is about respecting 
the law. That is why we invite 

stakeholders to meet and learn. 
Then we can effectively reduce 
traffic accidents,” she said.

Cambodia logistics Associa-
tion (ClA) president Sin 
Chanthy said he supported the 
training because some drivers 
do not understand traffic laws. 
The training can give them the 
opportunity to ask questions.

“My association has more 
than 100 transport company 
members. So if they get addi-
tional training, I think it would 

be very good. And I call on my 
members to participate in this 
training. Normally, if we know 
the law, know the prohibitions 
or know how to store the right 
goods, it will not be illegal.”

Asia Injury Prevention (AIP) 
Foundation director Kim Pan-
ha said on Sunday that he also 
supports the training. He said 
he wants to create more pro-
grammes to educate workers 
and the public so that drivers 
know the law.

“We will continue to push for 
greater education outreach 
and plan to have a major press 
conference this year. We must 
work together to encourage 
officials and employees of pri-
vate companies. The law has 
to be enforced strictly, trans-
parently and fairly,” he said.

A report by the National Road 
Safety Committee said the 
number of traffic accidents 
declined by about 25 per cent in 
the first half of the year compared 
to the same period last year.

In the past six months, there 
have been 1,616 traffic acci-
dents resulting in 861 deaths, 
1,518 serious injuries, and 934 
minor ones.

Voun Dara

THE Preah Sihanouk Provin-
cial Hall has announced it will 
take action against land 
encroachments after a recent 
rise in such activities.

Spokesman Kheang Phearum 
told The Post on Sunday that 
logging and encroachment on 
State land were on the rise, 
especially in the Prey Nob and 
Stung Hav districts.

“The provincial administra-
tion does not support such ille-
gal acts and we are asking those 
behind the activities to with-
draw immediately,” he said.

Phearum said the activities on 
public and private land come at 
the same time the government 
announced it will allocate land 
to people who live on land con-
trolled by the ministries of Envi-
ronment, and Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries. This brought 
opportunists. 

Two people were arrested 
on july 24 for clearing and 
encroaching on State land in 
Prey Nob district. The police 
questioned them and deter-
mined they were not the mas-
terminds. The two were asked 
to sign a contract to stop such 
act iv it ies before being 
released.

The same day, the Siha-
noukville Department of Envi-

ronment released a statement 
on the occurrence of encroach-
ment on State land in Bit Traing 
commune, Prey Nop district.

“During an operation to pre-
vent land encroachment on 
july 24, authorities found a 
group of 30 people removing 
forest, growing crops, building 
cottages, and marking a land 
boundary as their ownership,” 
according to the statement.

Ca m b o d i a n  Na t i o n a l 
Research Organisation (CNRO) 
director Sok Sokhom said 
encroachment on State land in 
Stung Hav district has been 
happening for a long time, but 
there has not been any effec-
tive way to prevent it. 

“The authorities have acted 
on this issue, but land 
encroachment in protected 
areas in Stung Hav district still 
happens,” he said.

Environment ministry 
spokesman Neth Pheaktra said 
on Sunday that teams from the 
ministry are working in col-
laboration with Preah Sihanouk 
officials and other provinces to 
investigate people occupying 
State land in protected sites. 

“The ministry created teams 
to investigate and compile doc-
uments related to land that 
citizens are occupying in all 
provinces. It also includes Preah 
Sihanouk province,” he said.

Prey Nob and Stung Hav districts in Preah Sihanouk province have seen 
a recent uptick in land grabs. supplied

The Ministry of Public Works and Transport has invited over 10,000 com-
pany representatives to attend a traffic law seminar. transport ministry

Four suspects held for fraud, 
impersonating gov’t officials
Soth Koemsoeun

T
HE Kandal Provincial 
Court detained three 
suspects on Saturday 
for forging paper-

work and using fake Body-
guard unit documents.

In a separate case, the Kam-
pong Thom Provincial Court 
detained a suspect for imper-
sonating a police lieutenant 
general. 

Kandal Provincial Court 
spokesman Sou Sarin said on 
Sunday that all three suspects 
in the Kandal case are men, 
identified as Nhem Phoeun, 
36, Chan Phaneak, 28 and 
Phat Sovan, 31.  

“The judge charged the three 
suspects with forging public 
documents and using fake doc-
uments in public,” Sarin said.

Kandal provincial police 
chief Chhoeun Sochet con-
firmed that the suspects were 
detained for forgery.

CPC News quoted lak 
Mengthy, the head of the 
provincial police’s minor 
crime bureau, as saying that 
police detained the suspects 
because Phaneak, a former 
Bodyguard unit official [he 
stopped working there in 
2014] took a job as a driver for 
a Chinese national in Preah 
Sihanouk province. 

The Chinese national want-
ed a driver who had served the 
government to help him forge 
identities and documents.

The suspects asked Phoeun, 
a Bodyguard unit official, for 
his pistol license, mission let-
ters and Bodyguard unit ID 
to scan them and falsify them 
with Phaneak’s name.

Mengthy said in the CPC 
report that Phaneak had pre-
pared similar documents for 
Duok Mab, a current prisoner 

in Preah Sihanouk prison.
Some of the suspect’s as-

sociates, who had been paid 
between $160 and $220 each, 
escaped.

Sovan, who scanned and 
tampered with the docu-
ments, received between 
300,000 ($73) and 700,000 riel 
for his work.

Mengthy said in the CPC 
report: “When Chan Phaneak 
was detained, Nhem Phoeun 
and Phat Sovan admitted that 
they tampered with the docu-
ments for other people to re-
ceive money from them.” 

In a separate case, the Kam-
pong Thom Provincial Court 
detained Heng Ken Nady, 42, 
for impersonating a lieuten-
ant general. 

He had resided in Daun Penh 
district’s Srah Chak commune 

in Phnom Penh and was ar-
rested on Friday in Achar leak 
commune’s Prey Sralet village 
in Stung Sen town.

Kampong Thom provin-
cial prosecutor Sin Virak said 

on Sunday that the court 
charged him with using a 
uniform similar to the police 
or the military.

Kampong Thom provincial 
police chief Ouk Kosal said on 
Sunday that Ken Nady had pre-
viously worked at the Anti-Drug 
Department. He had imperson-
ated a lieutenant general after 
leaving Prey Sar prison. 

“We seized some exhibits 
such as a set of police uniforms 
with the stripes of a lieutenant 
general, 589 ceremonial $100  
banknotes and some other 
personal materials.

“He has not yet cheated 
other people. He has just told 
them that he is an official – he 
is enticing them to be cheat-
ed.  But his attempt to cheat 
failed when we arrested him,” 
Kosal said.

Evidence seized by police in a case being built against former Anti-Drug Department official Ken Nady . police

Nady, who recently completed a 
prison sentence, was caught with a 
police unform with the stripes signi-
fying a lieutenant general. police



Thou Vireak

CHINA has given the green 
light for five new companies 
to invest in Cambodia’s yellow 
banana plantations. Industry 
insiders said they are optimis-
tic that yellow banana exports 
to that country will double in 
2020.

According to the official Face-
book page of the Chinese Embas-
sy in Cambodia on Saturday, the 
Chinese Customs Administra-
tion decided to grant Sing He Yi 
Agriculture Co Ltd and four oth-
er companies official rights to 
export yellow bananas to the 
Chinese market. 

The approval of the five com-
panies brings the total number 
of companies allowed to export 
bananas to China to 15.

The Facebook page said: 

“These registered banana plan-
tations in Cambodia cover more 
than 8,000ha and 21 packaging 
plants, which will help increase 
Cambodia’s processing produc-
tion capacity and Cambodia’s 
competitiveness.” 

Longmate Agriculture Co Ltd 
director Hun Lak whose com-
pany invested in a 1,000ha 
banana plantation in Kampot 
province, told The Post on Sun-
day that allowing more compa-
nies to export yellow bananas 
from Cambodia would attract 
further investment.

He said China has a market 
demand of 12 million tonnes 
of bananas a year. “Cambo-
dia’s exports of yellow banan-
as to the Chinese market is 
increasing. Investment in 
crops will increase, which is a 
positive sign for Cambodia’s 

agricultural sector.”
He said he is optimistic that 

Cambodia’s yellow banana 
exports will double in 2020. 

In 2019, Cambodia exported 
more than 150,000 tonnes of 
bananas.

“Our banana exports may 
double to between 250,000 and 
300,000 tonnes this year due to 
increased investment and 
growth in cultivation land.

“The yield of bananas will 
increase accordingly, as long as 
the Chinese market is still open 
to Cambodia without export 
quotas. But we need to have 
hygiene standards in line with 
Chinese market demand,” he 
said.

Long Sreng Hua Jian Agricul-
ture Development Co Ltd CEO 
Heng Davy said last week that 
due to high demand for yellow 

bananas in the Chinese market, 
her company plans on expand-
ing its cultivated areas further.

Her company owns about 
200ha of yellow banana planta-
tions in Kampong Cham prov-
ince. “Currently, our supply to 
China is not meeting the vol-
ume of orders,” she said. 

Yellow banana exports to 
international markets from 
January 1 to July 8 this year 
reached 147,760 tonnes, an 
increase of more than 150 per 
cent compared to last year, said 
Minister of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries Veng 
Sakhon.

“Cambodia’s quality of yellow 
bananas and good trade rela-
tions have led to a steady 
increase in agricultural exports 
to international markets, espe-
cially in 2020,” he said.

Commerce 
ministry drafts 
e-commerce 
plan of action

THE Ministry of Commerce official-
ly approved a strategy to imple-
ment the country’s E-Commerce 

Law, paving the way for the promotion 
of a digital business model in line with 
the government’s goal of leapfrogging 
into the fourth industrial revolution, or 
digital economy.

Minister of Commerce Pan Sorasak, 
who chaired the inter-ministerial meet-
ing on July 23, said the plan is key to 
boosting competitiveness and streamlin-
ing business processes and will lead to 
improved productivity, increased exports, 
job creation and economic growth.

“Digital technology development is a 
response to Cambodia’s industrial devel-
opment policy for economic diversification 
by enhancing the capacity of local SMEs 
to connect to regional and global value 
chains,” Sorasak said. 

The government passed the e-com-
merce law in November as a response to 
the rapid development of e-commerce 
and online shopping.

The e-commerce strategy takes into 
account recommendations set out in 
other trade-related documents, in-
cluding the Cambodia Trade Integra-
tion Strategy 2019-2023.

“The effective implementation of 
the e-commerce strategy will further 
strengthen the development of the 
e-commerce sector and provides a new, 
efficient and competitive business model 
for using technology to adapt to the 
digital economy and market demands. 
May KunMaKara
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,000 17,100 17,100 16,800

2 GTI 3,100 - 3,100 3,100

3 PAS 15,000 14,740 15,240 14,740

4 PPAP 11,500 11,540 11,540 11,500

5 PPSP 2,250 2,250 2,250 2,250

6 PWSA 5,640 5,640 5,640 5,640

Date: July 24, 2020

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,100 1.3420 7.0162 106.36 4.2645 1.3856 31.70 0.7085 1.1604 1.2738

Special agro-industry zones on cards
Hin Pisei

T
HE Supreme National Eco-
nomic Council is collecting 
input on a plan to establish 
special agro-industry zones.

The council met on July 24 with 
representatives of the Cambodia 
Chamber of Commerce to discuss 
a “feasibility study to establish the 
special zone for special agro-indus-
trial sectors.”

The meeting served to examine 
the possibility of creating special 
zones for agro-industrial process-
ing plant clusters for domestic con-
sumption and export.

Cambodia Chamber of Com-
merce vice-president Lim Heng told 
The Post on Sunday that the estab-
lishment of special zones for the 
agro-industrial sector would be an 
important part of agricultural di-
versification and promote the pro-
duction and processing of domestic 
agricultural products. 

Heng said concentrating the loca-
tion of planting, production, pack-
aging and distribution in one place 
will provide convenience and has 
been the desire of the private sector 
for a long time.

He said special zones for agro-
industrial products may not be as 
large as special economic zones 
and can be built on a small scale 
in provinces and even villages and 
communes.

While the government is currently 
encouraging investment in the agro-
industrial sector, Heng said the cre-
ation of special zones will contribute 

to job creation and food security. 
“This is a good sign for farmers 

and those who want to invest in the 
agro-industry,” Heng said.

Cambodia Rice Federation vice-
president Chan Sokheang told The 
Post the creation of a special zone 
for the agro-industrial sector would 
help increase Cambodia’s rice pro-

duction capacity to another level.
But he said special zones would 

be particularly beneficial for weaker 
agricultural sectors. 

“Although it does not help the rice 
sector much, I fully support the idea 
of creating a special zone for agro-
industry because it is an important 
part of supporting the increase in 

production capacity,” he said.
In the first three months of the 

year, Cambodia exported a total of 
2.93 million tonnes of agricultural 
products, including paddy, milled 
rice, cassava, corn, cashew, banana 
and mango and rubber, said a Min-
istry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries report.

Yellow bananas blossoming with Chinese investment

In 2019, Cambodia exported more than 150,000 tonnes of bananas. 
HEnG CHIVOan

The meeting between the Supreme National Economic Council and the Cambodia Chamber of Commerce served to examine the possibility 
of creating special zones for agro-industrial processing plant clusters for domestic consumption and export. CaMBODIa CHaMBEr OF COMMErCE



BCPG Public Co, a leading 
renewable energy enterprise 
under Thailand’s Bangchak 
Corp Pcl, has said it is prepar-
ing to enter the new business 
of District Cooling Systems 
(DCS) for buildings in the 
country’s newly emerging cit-
ies and eventually foray into 
Cambodia.

BCPG president and CEO 
Bundit Sapianchai said: “DCS 
is a new business under the 
green energy initiative that 
has potential markets in of-
fice buildings, shopping 
malls, convention centres, 
community malls, airports, 
universities, industrial estates 
and mixed-use buildings.

“Thailand has many poten-
tial customers in emerging 
urban areas, and we are aim-
ing to penetrate markets in 
neighbouring countries too, 
including Cambodia, Laos, 
Myanmar and Vietnam.”

Recently BCPG partnered 
with Singapore’s Keppel DHCS 
Pte Ltd and TeamGroup Pte 
Ltd as a joint bid winner of 
DCS development in the Chu-
la Smart City project.

Bundit said: “The project 
will cover commercial areas 
in Bangkok’s Suan Luang and 
Sam Yan areas, which is un-
der the management of Chu-

lalongkorn University.
“The DCS to be installed in 

the areas will have a cooling 
load of 18,000 refrigeration 
tonnes. The feasibility study 
will begin in 2022 and the 
project is expected to start 
within 2027.”

He added that Chula Smart 
City will be a pilot project in 
energy conservation that fea-
tures renewable energy and 
the use of innovations in en-
ergy management.

“It is expected that these 
innovations will help reduce 
energy cost within the project 
by 35-50 per cent.

“The project has a conces-
sion contract of 20 years and is 
expected to generate income 
of 7.5 billion baht [$240 mil-
lion] with an investment re-
turn ratio at over 10 per cent.

“BCPG is also planning to 
extend the success of smart 
energy projects in newly 
emerged cities in Thailand 
and neighbouring countries.

“Examples of these proj-
ects are Peer to Peer Trad-
ing, which uses blockchain 
technology, the energy trad-
ing town at Sukhumvit 77 
[T77 project] and the Smart 
University project in Chiang 
Mai.” THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Bangchak subsidiary 
taps new green energy 
business, to expand

Dong Thap seeks 
ways to stimulate 
e-commerce boom
E-COMMERCE is developing 
rapidly in Vietnam but needs 
a new push to reach rural are-
as and help small and medi-
um-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
close the gap with large enter-
prises, experts have said.

They were speaking at a 
workshop on Overview of 
Vietnam e-Commerce: speed-
ing up after the Covid-19 pan-
demic held across the border 
from Cambodia’s Prey Veng 
province in Dong Thap on 
Wednesday (July 22).

The digital business environ-
ment would help reach more 
customers in rural areas in plac-
es like the Mekong Delta to in-
crease the competitiveness with 
large firms, the experts said. 

E-commerce is an effec-
tive tool for SMEs in rural ar-
eas since they do not need to 
invest in brick-and-mortar 
stores and distribution sys-
tems, but many in the delta re-
gion have not grasped or fully 
exploited its advantages and 
remain focused on traditional 
sales channels, they said.

The workshop, attended 
by provincial authorities and 
hundreds of business execu-
tives from the delta region, was 
held to share and update infor-

mation on e-commerce devel-
opment trends in the country.

To help local businesses bet-
ter understand the rules and 
procedures of participating on 
Tiki, one of the leading e-com-
merce platforms in Vietnam, 
Tiki training manager Nguyen 
Chi Hung spoke about registra-
tion procedure, effective sales 
processes and special support 
for Dong Thap enterprises in 
designing booths and posting 
products on the Tiki website.

The Vietnam E-Commerce 
Association also work with 
four modern e-commerce 
platforms including Tiki, La-
zada, Sendo and Shopee to 
signed a strategic cooperation 
with the provincial Depart-
ment of Industry and Trade to 
help local enterprises selling 
their products more smoothly 
on e-commerce floors.

Dong Thap has a number 
of agricultural products in-
cluding specialities that are 
in great demand, but most 
of them are still distributed 
through intermediaries and 
traditional markets.

Every year in the province, 
as well as in the delta, farmers 
struggle to sell their products, 
and in some provinces they 

suffer losses when prices fall 
due to excessive supply.

It shares a 50km frontier 
with Peam Chor district’s Koh 
Roka and Koh Sampov com-
munes, Preah Sdach district’s 
Preah Sdach and Banteay 
Chakrei communes and Kam-
pong Trabek district’s Peam 
Montear commune in Cam-
bodia’s Prey Veng province.

E-commerce is thus seen 
as a new avenue for them to 
seek new customers and even 
expand globally, experts said.

Dong Thap People’s Com-
mittee deputy chairman 
Pham Thien Nghia said the 
province pays special atten-
tion to and seeks to create 
favourable conditions for de-
veloping e-commerce.

The number of businesses 
entering e-commerce is in-
creasing, he said.

In future the province will 

continue to support businesses 
with developing e-commerce 
by organising training courses, 
coordinating with Lazada to 
promote local products, en-
couraging businesses to go 
on modern e-commerce plat-
forms, building free websites 
for businesses, and developing 
digital brands for the province’s 
key products, he added.

Dong Thap-based Chanh 
Thu Fruits Import Export Co on 
April 18, 2019 became the first 
Vietnamese enterprise to ship 
mangoes to the US market.

Dong Thap has more than 
9,650ha of mango varieties 
with annual output of 127,000 
tonnes, leading other prov-
inces in the Mekong Delta re-
gion, then-provincial People’s 
Committee deputy chairman 
Nguyen Thanh Hung said on 
the same day. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Dong Thap People’s Committee deputy chairman Pham Thien Nghia says 
the province pays special attention to and seeks to create favourable 
conditions for developing e-commerce. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS
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Governor: 2019 a success for Takeo’s garments
Thou Vireak

L
AST year proved to be a 
banner year for Takeo’s gar-
ment, textile and footwear 
(GTF) sector as 46 enter-

prises opened factories in the prov-
ince and were expected to absorb 
11,606 workers, provincial governor 
Ouch Phea said on Thursday.

Of these, 27 produce garments, 11 
manufacture shoes and shoe acces-
sories, five make bags and bag straps, 
while the rest churn out other goods, 
Phea told a press conference on the 
province’s progress and work direc-
tion at the Council of Ministers.

The industrial and handicrafts sec-
tors are linchpins of the southern prov-
ince’s embryonic economy, he said.

“The garment sector has had a 
hand in developing the province’s 
manufacturing industry and en-
sured a rich diversity, in conjunction 
with agriculture, trade and services, 
all of which have raised the econo-
my to new heights,” Phea said.

He added that there were 307 small 
and medium-sized enterprises and 
handicraft workshops operating in 
the province last year, employing 
3,244 people.

He said Takeo boasts enough elec-
tricity to supply to enterprises as they 
cautiously emerge from the Covid-19 
crisis. The province has a substation 
connected to a national grid capable 
of supplying 66MW of electricity.

Takeo is divided into nine districts 
and Donkeo town, which comprise 
100 communes composed of 1,119 
villages.

The provincial capital Donkeo en-
compasses Baray, Roka Knong and 
Roka Krao communes which consti-
tute 40 villages.

No official data has been pub-
lished on factory closures in the 

province stemming from Covid-19.
However, Ministry of Labour and Vo-

cational Training spokesperson Heng 
Sour on July 8 told a press conference 
on government Covid-19 response 
measures at the Ministry of Economy 
and Finance that, nationwide, 450 gar-
ment and footwear factories suspend-
ed work, while 83 factories closed in 
the first half of this year.

Cambodia Chamber of Commerce 
vice-president Lim Heng told The 
Post on July 19 that the Kingdom 
offers the potential for high invest-
ment returns on footwear plants, 
notwithstanding the EU’s possible 
withdrawal of tariff preferences on 
its exports to the European market.

The European Commission (EC) 
in February announced the partial 

withdrawal of the Everything But 
Arms (EBA) scheme, citing a serious 
and systematic violation by Cambo-
dia of principles in the four core hu-
man and labour rights.

The suspension affects one-fifth 
or €1 billion ($1.14 billion) of Cam-
bodia’s annual exports to the EU’s 
27-nation bloc.

The decision would take effect on 

August 12, unless the Parliament ob-
jects. The partial withdrawal would 
affect selected garment and foot-
wear products, and all travel goods 
and sugar, the EC said.

Heng said that with its strong 
trade relations with many countries, 
the Kingdom will easily secure other 
markets for its footwear products.

“I don’t think there’ll be any ob-
stacles for the Cambodian footwear 
products market. Down the line, 
Cambodia’s market will balloon 
even further, especially with Eur-
asia, as well as China and South Ko-
rea once free trade agreements with 
them come into effect,” he said.

Finance ministry secretary of state 
Vongsey Vissoth told a public forum 
on Macroeconomic Management 
and Budget Law 2020 on January 30 
that a surge in new factories outside 
of the garment and travel goods sec-
tors augurs well for the Kingdom’s 
prospects of economic diversification 
and job creation for Cambodians.

“There are two other wellsprings of 
jobs – rising exports to the US and in-
creasing employment in the garment 
industry,” he said, adding that exports 
to the US increased by more than 30 per 
cent in 2018 and 47 per cent last year.

The number of factory openings in 
Cambodia rose sharply last year, with 
269 new plants starting operations, a 
51 per cent year-on-year increase, the 
Ministry of Industry, Science, Tech-
nology and Innovation reported.

This brings the total of factories 
operating in the Kingdom to 1,730.

The Kingdom exported $9.325 bil-
lion worth of GTF goods, up 11 per 
cent from 2018, the industry minis-
try reported.

National Bank of Cambodia data 
show that the Kingdom’s total 2019 
exports were worth $14.53 billion, 
up 12.7 per cent from 2018.

Takeo provincial governor Ouch Phea said 46 enterprises opened factories in the province and were expected to absorb 11,606 
workers. HONG MENEA



The securities market 
was set up primarily 
to develop Cambodia’s 
financial sector and to 

promote sustainable economic 
growth. 

Investors can invest in a 
range of financial instruments 
in the  securities market, such 
as stocks, corporate bonds and 
derivatives products, as well as 
unit funds of a joint venture 
project approved by the Securi-
ties and exchange Commission 
of Cambodia (SeCC). 

To ensure a significant return 
from their investments in the 
securities market, investors need 
to have sufficient knowledge of 
the financial products they are 
intending to invest in.

Stocks 
Stocks are much sought 

after financial instruments 
among investors around 
the world and in Cambodia. 
Investing in stocks entitles a 
shareholder to own a portion 
of the company, with the level 
of ownership depending on the 
number of shares held.  

Shareholders receive 
dividends in proportion to the 
number of shares held, with the 
profit earned by the issuer and 
shared biannually or annually. 

Shareholders are able to earn 
capital gains through selling 
their shares when the value in-
creases, while they can convert 
stocks into cash easily and at 
any time by disposing of their 
shares in the market. 

Corporate bonds
Corporate bonds are a type 

of debt securities that represent 
a loan agreement between bond 

issuers (including state-owned 
enterprises) and investors 
(bondholders). 

Bondholders are lenders 
whose returns are based  
on predetermined interest  
rates (coupon rate), with its 
value fluctuating based  
on the prevailing market  
interest rate. 

Additionally, bondholders 
will receive full payments from 
the company (principal and 
interest) after maturity (the 
maturity date could range from 
one to 10 years, or even up to 
20 years).

The returns on a bond are 
also termed “yield”. Corpo-
rate bonds can be converted 
into cash by being sold in the 
market, but the conversion of 
bonds takes longer than stocks 
due to their lower liquidity. 

In case of bankruptcy, bond-

holders have priority to receive 
payments before shareholders.

Derivatives 
A derivatives product is a 

financial instrument where 
its value is based on one or 
more underlying assets. Such 
common assets are stocks, 
bonds, precious metals, crude 
oil, natural gas and agricultural 
products. 

While investing in deriva-
tives can result in high profits 
in a short period of time, it 
is associated with high risk, 
which is why they are often 
termed “high risk-high return” 
investments. 

Investors can trade in major 
currency pairs – eUR/USD, 
USD/JPY, GBP/USD, USD/ChF, 
AUD/USD, NZD/USD, USD/
CAD, eUR/GBP – crude oil, coal 
and agricultural products (corn, 

beans and wheat). Investors can 
trade 24 hours a day, five days 
a week, and they can withdraw 
their profits or cash in any time 
if they wish to exit the market.

Collective investment schemes (CIS)
Collective investment 

schemes (CIS) are a type of busi-
ness model allowing any fund 
management company to raise 
funds or cash from a group of 
investors and/or the public to 
invest in a specified project. 

Funds can be channelled into 
real estate, stocks, bonds, the 
agricultural sector, technology 
or other lower risk projects.  

These investment portfolios 
are managed by fund managers 
who have years of experience 
in that field. The returns and 
profits are shared proportionally 
based on the amount of invest-
ment from each investor. 

Investment opportunities in 
Kingdom’s securities market
The Phnom Penh Post and the Securities and Exchange Commission of Cambodia (SECC) are jointly publishing a series of articles to 

create greater awareness of the role of the commission and the securities market in the Kingdom. This is the third in the series.

The securities market can be the ideal place to grow your money provided you make the right investment decisions. SuPPliEd

Monday, july 27 , 2020  www.phnoMpenhpost.coM

List of stock and bond issuers on the CSX  
and Central Counterparty

Stock Issuers

1 Phnom Penh Water Supply Authority

2 Grand Twin international (Cambodia) Plc

3 Phnom Penh Autonomous Port

4 Phnom Penh Special Economic Zone

5 Sihanoukville Autonomous Port

6 Acleda Bank Plc

Bond Issuers

1 Hattha Kaksekar limited

2 lOlC (Cambodia) Plc.

3 ABA Bank

4 Phnom Penh Commercial Bank Plc

5 RMA Cambodia Plc

6 Prasac  Microfinance institution

Central Counterparty (CCP) licensed by SECC

1 Cambodian derivatives Exchange Co, ltd

2 Phnom Penh derivatives Exchange Plc

3 Royal Financial Corporation Co, ltd

4 Gold Financial Global investment Co, ltd

5 Global liquidity Exchange Co, ltd

There are 30 derivatives brokers licensed by the SECC. For detailed 
information on each broker, please visit www.secc.gov.kh.

Prepared by: The Securities and Exchange Commission  
of Cambodia’s Department of Research, Training, Securities 

Market Development and International Relations.
E-mail: edu@secc.gov.kh; phone: 023 885 611

Disclaimer: This article has been compiled solely for informative 
and educational purposes. It is not intended to offer any 

recommendations or as investment advice. The Securities and 
Exchange Commission of Cambodia is not liable for any losses or 

damages caused by using it in such a way.
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A GlOBAl team of scientists have 
identified 21 existing drugs that stop 
the replication of SARS-CoV-2, the 
virus that causes Covid-19.

A study published in the journal 
Nature said four of these compounds 
were determined to work synergisti-
cally with Remdesivir, a current stan-
dard-of-care treatment for Covid-19.

“Remdesivir has proven successful at 
shortening the recovery time for patients 
in the hospital, but the drug doesn’t work 
for everyone who receives it.

“That’s not good enough,” said 
senior author of the study Sumit 
Chanda, Professor at Sanford Burn-
ham Prebys Medical Discovery In-
stitute in the uS state of California.

“As infection rates continue to rise 
in America and around the world, the 
urgency remains to find affordable, ef-
fective, and readily available drugs that 
can complement the use of Remdesi-
vir, as well as drugs that could be given 
prophylactically or at the first sign of 
infection on an outpatient basis.”

In the study, the research team per-
formed extensive testing and validat-
ing studies, including evaluating the 
drugs on human lung biopsies that 
were infected with the virus.

They also evaluated the drugs for 
synergies with Remdesivir and estab-
lished dose-response relationships be-
tween the drugs and antiviral activity.

Out of the 21 drugs that were effec-
tive at blocking viral replication, the 
scientists found 13 have previously en-
tered clinical trials for other indications 
and are effective at concentrations, or 
doses, that could potentially be safely 
achieved in Covid-19 patients.

Two are already approved by the uS 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
– Astemizole (allergies), Clofazamine 
(leprosy), and Remdesivir have re-
ceived the emergency use authorisa-
tion from the agency (for Covid-19).

Four of the drugs worked synergis-
tically with Remdesivir, including the 
Chloroquine derivative Hanfangchin A 
(Tetrandrine), an antimalarial drug that 
has reached Phase III clinical trials.

Chanda said: “This study sig-
nificantly expands the possible 
therapeutic options for Covid-19 
patients, especially since many of 
the molecules already have clinical 
safety data in humans.

“This report provides the scientific 
community with a larger arsenal of 
potential weapons that may help bring 
the ongoing global pandemic to heel.”

The researchers are currently testing 
all 21 compounds in small animal mod-
els and “mini lungs”, or lung organoids, 
which mimic the human tissue.

If these studies are favourable, the 
team will approach the uS FDA to 
discuss clinical trials evaluating the 
drugs as treatments for Covid-19.

Chanda said: “Based on our current 
analysis, Clofazimine, Hanfangchin 
A, Apilimod, and ONO 5334 repre-
sent the best near-term options for 
an effective Covid-19 treatment.

“While some of these drugs are cur-
rently in clinical trials for Covid-19, we 
believe it’s important to pursue ad-
ditional drug candidates so we have 
multiple therapeutic options if SARS-
CoV-2 becomes drug-resistant.” THE 

STATESMAN (INDIA)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

uS consulate in China readies to close
W

ORKERS removed the 
uS insignia from the 
consulate in the Chi-
nese city of Chengdu 

on Saturday, one day after Beijing or-
dered its closure as relations deterio-
rated in a Cold War-style standoff.

The Chengdu mission was ordered 
shut in retaliation for the forced clo-
sure of Beijing’s consulate in Houston, 
Texas, with both sides alleging the oth-
er had endangered national security.

The deadline for the Americans 
to exit Chengdu remained unclear, 
but AFP reporters saw a worker on a 
small crane removing a circular uS 
insignia from the front of the con-
sulate, leaving just a uS flag flying.

Three moving company trucks en-
tered the uS consulate building on 
Saturday afternoon, and cleaners were 
seen carting large black rubbish bags 
from the consulate in the early hours 
of the morning. One of them split and 
appeared to contain shredded paper.

At least ten bags were removed 
from the building.

Other staff were seen carrying 
boxes, moving trolleys and wheeled 
suitcases inside the building.

Beijing says closing the Chengdu con-
sulate was a “legitimate and necessary 
response to the unreasonable measures 
by the united States”, and has alleged 
that staff at the diplomatic mission en-
dangered China’s security and interests.

Washington officials, meanwhile, said 
there had been unacceptable efforts by 
the Chinese consulate in Houston to 
steal uS corporate secrets and propri-
etary medical and scientific research.

The last Chinese diplomats left 
the Houston consulate on Friday 
as a 72-hour deadline to close the 
mission passed. Officials there were 
seen loading large sacks of docu-
ments and other items onto trucks 
and throwing some in bins.

Beijing on Saturday said uS agents 
“forcibly” entered the Houston con-
sulate.

The building “is China’s national 
property”, the statement read, citing 
the Vienna Convention on Consular 
Relations and the Sino-uS Consular 
Treaty. It added that the uS “must not 
infringe on the premises . . . in any way.

“China has expressed its strong dis-
satisfaction and firm opposition to 
the uS forcibly entering the Chinese 
Consulate General in Houston and 
has lodged solemn representations 
. . . China will make a proper and nec-
essary response in this regard”.

Tensions have soared between the 

two powers on a range of fronts in-
cluding trade, China’s handling of 
the novel coronavirus and a tough 
new security law for Hong Kong, 
with uS officials this week warning 
of a “new tyranny” from China.

Closing the uS consulate in Chengdu 
was a “legitimate and necessary re-
sponse to the unreasonable measures 
by the united States”, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs said on Friday.

“The current situation in China-
uS relations is not what China de-
sires to see, and the uS is respon-
sible for all this”, it said.

Foreign ministry spokesman Wang 
Wenbin told reporters that some uS 

staff in the Chengdu consulate “were 
engaged in activities outside of their 
capacity, interfered in China’s inter-
nal affairs, and endangered China’s 
security and interests”.

The Chengdu consulate, estab-
lished in 1985, has been at the centre 
of past controversy. It was included 
on a top-secret map leaked by in-
telligence analyst Edward Snowden 
showing uS surveillance worldwide.

The mission was also where senior 
Chinese official Wang lijun fled in 
2012 from his powerful boss Bo Xilai, 
who was then head of the nearby me-
tropolis Chongqing and has since been 
jailed for life for corruption. AFP

N Korea reports first suspected virus case
NORTH Korea declared its 
first suspected coronavirus 
case on Sunday, becoming 
one of the last countries 
to do so as the number of 
people infected worldwide 
passed 16 million.

The isolated, impoverished 
state had until now insisted 
that it had not detected a 
single Covid-19 case – even 
as the pandemic swept 
the planet, overwhelming 
health systems and trashing 
the global economy.

The hermit kingdom’s 
medical infrastructure is 
seen as woefully inadequate 
to deal with any epidemic.

At least 645,000 people 
around the world have suc-
cumbed to the respiratory 
disease, with North Korean 
arch-rival the uS the worst-
hit country by far.

“The vicious virus could be 
said to have entered the coun-
try,” leader Kim jong-un said, as 
reported by the official Korean 
Central News Agency (KCNA).

Authorities locked down 
the city of Kaesong, near the 
frontier with South Korea, as 
state media said a defector 
who left for the South three 

years ago had returned and 
was suspected to be infected 
with the coronavirus.

leader Kim jong-un con-
vened an emergency polit-
buro meeting on Saturday 
to implement a “maximum 
emergency system and issue 
a top-class alert” to contain 
the virus, the KCNA reported.

KCNA said a defector who 
had left for South Korea three 
years ago returned on july 
19 after “illegally crossing” 
the heavily fortified border 
dividing the two countries.

But there have been no re-
ports in the South of anyone 
leaving through what is one 
of the world’s most secure 
borders, replete with mine-
fields and guard posts.

The patient was found in 
Kaesong city, which borders 
South Korea, and “was put un-
der strict quarantine”, as would 
any close contacts, KCNA said.

It was a “dangerous situ-
ation … that may lead to a 
deadly and destructive disas-
ter”, the media outlet added.

Kim was quoted as saying 
officials on Friday took the 
“pre-emptive measure of to-
tally blocking Kaesong city”.

Nuclear-armed North Ko-
rea closed its borders in late 
january as the virus spread 
in neighbouring China.

It imposed tough restric-
tions that put thousands of 
people into isolation, but 
analysts say the isolated 
state is unlikely to have 
avoided the contagion.

China and North Korea share 
a 1,400km border that is espe-
cially porous during the winter 
when frozen rivers allow peo-
ple to cross more easily in and 

out of the two countries.
Dozens of North Koreans 

cross the border to smuggle 
black market goods every day 
and analysts have said they 
may have carried the virus 
into the isolated country be-
fore the borders were closed.

“There’s no question the 
coronavirus in the North is 
imported from China,” said 
Go Myong-hyun, an analyst 
at the Asan Institute for Pol-
icy Studies, noting the heavy 
border traffic and China’s 

high total number of cases.
But Pyongyang was sin-

gling out the case from the 
South to highlight defectors 
as “dangerous beings”, Go 
said, as the North ramps up 
pressure against Seoul.

South Korea is currently re-
cording around 40 to 60 new 
infections a day, with most 
of them imported cases.

Earlier this month Kim 
warned against any “hasty” 
relaxation of anti-coronavi-
rus measures, indicating the 
country would keep its bor-
ders closed for the foresee-
able future.

More than 30,000 North Ko-
rean civilians have fled their 
homeland since the penin-
sula was divided at the end of 
the 1950-1953 Korean War.

Most flee across the po-
rous frontier with China 
and it is very rare for them 
to cross the heavily guarded 
inter-Korean border.

But the number of escapees 
has dwindled in recent months 
– with just 12 new arrivals from 
April to june compared to 320 
in the same period last year – 
due to border closures over the 
virus, Seoul officials said. AFP

Chinese police march outside the US consulate in Chengdu as US personnel evacuate the building. AFP

Study names 
21 existing 
drugs to fight 
coronavirus

Leader Kim Jong-un convenes an emergency politburo meeting on 
Saturday to implement a ‘maximum emergency system and issue a 
top-class alert’ to contain the virus, KCNA reported. KCNA/KNS/AFP
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Indonesia set to have highest 
rate of child Covid-19 deaths
M

ORE than 300 
children in In-
donesia, includ-
ing newborn ba-

bies and those below six are 
believed to have died from 
Covid-19, a phenomenon 
that could see the country 
having the world’s highest 
rate of child deaths from the 
novel coronavirus.

This is the gloomy forecast 
of the Indonesian Paediatric 
Society (Idai), which reported 
51 child deaths since March 
17 out of a total of 2,712 con-
firmed cases as of july 20.

It pointed out that another 
290 out of 7,633 young chil-
dren suspected to have the 
disease might have died from 
the virus.

Idai chairman Aman Bhakti 
Pulungan on Thursday said 
Indonesia has “recorded the 
greatest number of child 
deaths [from the virus] in 
ASEAN and even Asia.

“As the pandemic is not 
yet over, Indonesia will like-
ly have the highest rate of 
child deaths from Covid-19 
in the world,” he added, not-
ing that no such deaths have 
been reported in neighbour-
ing Singapore, Malaysia and 
Thailand.

Indonesian health officials 
blame the high number of child 
deaths from the virus, which 
mostly kills the elderly, on their 
underlying health conditions, 
like malnutrition, as well as 
poor health facilities.

Idai said 45 children who 
died from Covid-19 had such 
maladies as central nervous 
system infection, tuberculo-
sis, gastrointestinal infection, 
acute malnutrition and den-
gue haemorrhagic fever.

Dr Aman added that late di-
agnosis and treatment caused 
the death of most of the chil-
dren below the age of six.

“There were a lot of children 
who received treatment less 
than 24 hours, 36 hours or 48 
hours before they died,” he 

said. “Some were diagnosed 
only after they had died.”

A 40-day-old baby in Pa-
mekasan, East java, died of 
Covid-19 on june 21 after al-
legedly contracting the virus 
from neighbours who had 
visited the family a few weeks 
earlier.

The disease also claimed 
the life of a nine-month-old 
child in Mataram, West Nusa 
Tenggara, on May 23.

Similarly, a 15-month-old 
girl died in Batam on May 23, 
a day after her mother took 
her to a hospital because she 
had a fever and diarrhoea.

Tjetjep yudiana, who heads 
the provincial health agency 
of the Riau Islands, told The 
Straits Times: “She was about 
to be tested but she died. She 
was underweight, so her im-
mune system was weak.”

Children make up almost 

one-third, or 83 million, of In-
donesia’s population of nearly 
270 million.

Dr Aman has suggested that 
children with symptoms such 
as diarrhoea and fever should 
be tested for the coronavirus.

jasra Putra, a commissioner 
of Indonesian Child Protection 
Commission, has called on the 
country’s health authorities to 
swab the children of parents 
being tested. “If their parents 
are tested, the children must 
also be tested,” he said.

Tests can also help the 
government to map out the 
situation and generate health 
service policies in line with 
their needs, like distributing 
vitamins to boost children’s 
immunity, he added.

Nahar, the deputy for child 
protection at the Ministry of 
Women Empowerment and 
Child Protection, said the 

government has been trying 
to increase testing across the 
country.

“If many more people are 
tested, the infection to chil-
dren can be prevented,” added 
Nahar, who, like many Indo-
nesians, goes by one name.

Another concern highlight-
ed by jasra is that more than 
half of the infected children 
contracted the disease from 
their parents.

With the easing of social 
restrictions in many parts of 
the country, the chances are 
high that more children be 
stricken by Covid-19.

He said parents need to be 
educated about health pro-
tocols, like the wearing of 
masks, so that they do not 
become carriers, bringing the 
disease home to their chil-
dren. THE STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

A 57-yEAR-OlD man in Danang has 
been confirmed as positive for the 
novel coronavirus, marking the first 
case of community transmission of 
Covid-19 in Vietnam in 100 days.

Acting Minister of Health Nguyen 
Thanh long announced the news at a 
meeting of the National Steering Com-
mittee for Covid-19 Prevention on Sat-
urday morning with the government. 

The patient who lives in the cen-
tral city’s lien Chieu district had 
three positive tests on Thursday and 
Friday.

The result of the fourth test from 
the National Institute of Hygiene 
and Epidemiology came back posi-
tive on Saturday morning.

It is unclear how the man, who is 
now on a ventilator, contracted the 
virus.

The last community transmis-
sion of the SARS-CoV-2 virus in 
Vietnam was on April 16.

The Ministry of Health said the pa-
tient has remained at home in lien 
Chieu district for the past month 
and didn’t travel out of town.

On july 7, he went to take care of 
his mother at Ngu Hanh Son health 
centre in Danang. The day before, 
he went to visit his mother after she 
was moved to Danang Hospital.

On july 17, he developed a fever 
and felt unwell. On the evening of 
the same day, he went to a cousin’s 
house for dinner. On july 18, he 
went to a wedding at the For you 
Palace on 2-9 Road in Danang.

On july 20, his fever had not abated 
and he developed a cough. He went 
for a check-up at Danang C Hospital 
and was diagnosed with pneumonia 
and was hospitalised. His samples 
were taken for Covid-19 testing and 
were found to be positive twice. 

At least 105 people that had con-
tact with the man have tested nega-
tive for Covid-19, Minister long said.

The Ministry of Health sent a 
team of professionals to Danang 
to help with quarantine the same 
day while Cho Ray Hospital in Ho 
Chi Minh City has also sent highly 
skilled doctors to the central city to 
aid the treatment of the patient.

The ministry will conduct mass 
screening of at-risk areas in Dan-
ang, using quick test kits made in 
Vietnam.

In an attempt to prevent the risk, 
authorities have decided that flights 
bringing Vietnamese back from oth-
er countries as well as those carry-
ing overseas experts to Danang will 
be redirected to another location.

Danang is still a major tourist at-
traction for domestic tourists and 
before today had not recorded a 
Covid-19 case since April.

Of the 416 cases in Vietnam, as 
many as 365 patients have been 
given the all-clear for the coronavi-
rus, while the rest are being treated 
at medical establishments across 
the country. No deaths have been 
recorded.

There are currently 11,815 people 
who had close contact with Covid-19 
patients or entering Vietnam from 
pandemic-hit regions being quar-
antined, including 147 at hospitals, 
10,993 at other facilities, and 675 at 
home. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

THE Covid-19 outbreak gave 
Thai education an unexpect-
ed leg-up by forcing even the 
most resistant teachers to learn 
how to deliver lessons through 
video conferencing, Thailand’s 
Minister of Education Nata-
phol Teepsuwan said.

In an interview with The 
Straits Times last week, he said 
less than 50 per cent of Thai 
teachers had basic digital skills 
like video conferencing before 
the pandemic. But some 98 
per cent are now proficient.

“They learned from their 
fellow teachers, younger 
teachers. They learned among 
themselves. They learned 
from their children. They 
learned from whomever they 
could, without full assistance 
from the ministry of educa-
tion,” said Nataphol. “It was a 
blessing in disguise.”

Thailand’s education min-
istry postponed the school 
reopening date from May 18 
to july 1 to give itself time to 
prepare for a second wave of 
Covid-19 infections, he said.

During that period, it read-
ied a distance learning system 
using both online as well as 
dedicated television channels.

The ministry initially told 
teachers to prepare to do this 
for the long haul, but later re-
started classroom lessons as 
the coronavirus outbreak in 

Thailand eased. The kingdom 
has not seen any community 
transmission in two months.

Budget funds that went un-
used for activities cut short 
by the pandemic, like scout 
camps, were redirected to 
purchasing the equipment 
needed for remote learning.

Nataphol said: “To my sur-
prise 98 per cent of teachers 
around Thailand now have 
some basic digital skills. They 
had acquired them over the 
40 days. Amazing ... but of 
course, they had thought that 
they would have to go online 
and teach for a long period.”

These digital skills came in 
handy last week when over 
200 schools in Rayong prov-
ince had to be shut down over 
a possible new outbreak.

An Egyptian military officer 
on a layover in u-Tapao air-
port was found to be infected 
only after he had left Thailand. 
During his transit, he had vis-
ited a Rayong shopping mall.

“We had postponed the 
school re-opening in prepa-
ration for cases like this,” said 
Nataphol. As remote teaching 
arrangements kicked in dur-
ing this temporary shutdown, 
there was “no interruption” in 
learning, he said. Schools in 
Rayong re-opened on july 20. 
THE STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Vietnam sees first local transmission case in 100 days

Outbreak ‘forced Thai 
teachers to get digital 
skills’, minister says

Thailand’s education minister Nataphol Teepsuwan says less than 50 
per cent of Thai teachers had basic digital skills like video conferencing 
before the pandemic. MINISTRY

The Ministry of Health says the patient has remained at home in Lien Chieu district for 
the past month and didn’t travel out of town. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

The Indonesian Paediatric Society (Idai) reports 51 child deaths since March 17 out of a total of 2,712 
confirmed cases as of July 20. PIXABAY
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T
HE amended labour Code of 
Vietnam includes a number of 
positive and important provi-
sions, including a definition of 

sexual harassment. These changes 
were accepted by the National Assem-
bly on November 20, last year.

The new labour Code defines sexu-
al harassment in the workplace for 
the very first time in Vietnamese 
labour legislation, hence it is clearly 
an important step forward.

It also contains other progressive 
changes to empower women in the 
world of work allowing them access 
to work of any kind by eliminating a 
list of occupations from which wom-
en had been traditionally excluded.

Other provisions should help 
ensure that having a family does not 
mean losing access to work given 
that the new labour Code clearly 
mandates the creation of kindergar-
tens and nursing accommodation.

As with all legislation, the proof will 
be in its implementation and enforce-
ment. Vietnam must now walk the talk.

To ensure this, careful attention 
should be focused on the develop-
ment of the implementing decrees, 
which will set out how the labour 
Code will be applied and enforced in 
practice, once it enters into force on 
january 1, next year.

The Informal Ambassadors and 
Heads of Agencies Gender Policy 
Coordination Group advocated for the 
definition of sexual harassment in the 
labour Code and are now closely fol-
lowing the development of the Decree 
to Guide Policies on Female Workers 
and to Ensure Gender Equality.

The draft of that decree was pub-
lished this month by the Ministry of 
labour, War Invalids and Social Affairs 
(MolISA). For it to be effective, how-
ever, five areas of concern must be 
addressed before the final draft decree 
is submitted to the Ministry of justice.

First, both surveys in Ho Chi Minh 
City, Danang, Thai Nguyen and Dong 
Nai and consultation workshops 
organised with the support of uN 
Women, CARE International, Deut-
sche Gesellschaft fur Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit GmbH (GIZ), and 
the Scaling up Nutrition Civil Society 
Network (SuN CSA) indicate an illus-
trative, non-exhaustive list of behav-
iour that constitute sexual harass-
ment should be included in the 
decree to ensure clarity for both 
employers and employees.

International experience shows it 
should be made clear, at the very 
least, that sexual harassment can 
take three different forms – physical, 
verbal and non-verbal. This approach 

is also supported by the Code of Con-
duct on Sexual Harassment in the 
Workplace that was developed by 
MolISA, the Vietnam Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (VCCI), and 
the International labour Organisa-
tion (IlO) in 2015.

Second, the approach to sexual 
harassment in the workplace must be 
victim-centred. This is fundamental 
and has to be a key tenet of both the 
implementing decree and its actual 
implementation and enforcement.

A common defence is that the 
alleged perpetrator was just trying to 
be funny or friendly. This is unac-
ceptable. Receptiveness to this 
defence would be indefensible.

This risk can be significantly miti-
gated by inserting the phrase “regard-
less of the intentions of the alleged 
perpetrator” or by the insertion of a 
similar phrase that clearly signals the 
sentiment that the experience of the 
alleged victim must be central, not the 
intentions of the alleged perpetrator.

Another common excuse used to 
defend inappropriate conduct is that cer-
tain behaviour is a part of societal and/or 
workplace culture in a specific country or 
enterprise. Such relativist excuses are 
inexcusable and leave victims powerless.

For both those and other reasons, it 
would be a serious mistake to allow 
the employer to establish a code of 
conduct as they see fit, leaving its 
content to their discretion, and 
moulded according to the nature or 
character of their business.

Whether one works in a textile fac-
tory, an office building or a bar, acts 

of sexual harassment should be 
defined and enforced in a consistent 
manner and always prohibited.

Third, although it is commendable 
that the definition of the workplace 
in the draft decree now includes the 
digital workspace which will now be 
much more relevant in both the cur-
rent Covid-19 and future post-Covid 
world, it should also include the daily 
commute, especially when transpor-
tation is provided by the employer.

This international standard has 
been established in IlO Convention 
190 which will enter into force on june 
25, next year and Vietnam should take 
pride in being ahead of the curve in 
this area, now that it has the vehicle of 
a new implementation decree that 
goes into effect in january next year.

The fourth major concern with the 
draft decree is the employers’ need for 
clarity and specificity to develop effec-
tive codes of conduct in their work-
places, in particular in relation to 
response and prevention mechanisms.

While roles and responsibilities are set 
out in broad terms in the draft decree, 
significant questions remain unan-
swered. There is no good reason for this.

These queries can and should be 
addressed by using the international 
standards in the 2019 IlO-uN Wom-
en Handbook on Sexual Harassment 
in the Workplace as well as the 2015 
Code of Conduct on Sexual Harass-
ment in Vietnam.

Fifth and last, as was advocated 
regarding the definition of sexual har-
assment in the labour Code itself, the 
decree should encompass both quid pro 

quo sexual harassment and harassment 
that creates a hostile work environment.

The distinction between these two 
different types of sexual harassment 
acknowledges that inappropriate 
behaviour does not merely concern 
the direct exchange of sexual favours 
for work or career benefits (quid pro 
quo harassment), but may also entail 
unwanted acts, comments or non-
verbal behaviour of a sexual nature 
that results in a general atmosphere 
that makes for an uncomfortable or 
unsafe work environment (hostile 
work environment harassment).

This distinction has been recog-
nised and has been part of interna-
tional standards for many years, and 
it would be unfortunate if Vietnam 
missed this opportunity to apply uni-
versally recognised international 
concepts and standards when it has a 
clear opportunity to adopt them.

As Co-Chairs of the Informal Ambassa-
dors and Heads of Agencies Gender Poli-
cy Coordination Group, we, on behalf of 
the Group, respectfully but strongly 
encourage MolISA and the government 
to include the above recommendations 
in the implementing decree, so as to truly 
guarantee that it fulfils the new labour 
Code’s vision, aspiration and objective of 
ensuring access to both a safe workplace 
for all genders and greater empower-
ment of women in the world of work. 
 VIETNAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Opinion
Kamal Malhotra 

and Maria Jesus Figa Lopez-Palop

VN must walk talk on sexual harassment

An illustrative list of behaviour that constitutes sexual harassment should be included in Labour Law decrees to ensure clarity for both 
employers and employees. AFP

UN Resident Coordinator in Vietnam Kamal Mal-
hotra and Spanish ambassador to Vietnam Maria 
Jesus Figa Lopez-Palop are the Co-Chairs of the 
Informal Ambassadors and Heads of Agencies 
Gender Policy Coordination Group.
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Art & culture

Cambodian artist finds Hollywood success
Roth Sochieata

u
SING paint, airbrushes 
and a variety of other 
tools of the trade, Cam-
bodian makeup artist 

Dou Poth Molita spends her work-
days transforming movie actors into 
imaginary creatures.

The work is intensely precise and 
the results look incredibly life-like.

The los Angeles-based Poth Mol-
ita, who prefers to be known as Ap-
ple, has 35 film credits to her name 
on IMBD, a reflection of the time she 
spent dedicated to the craft once she 
realised it was her calling.

Movie makeup involving special 
effects is not a widely known skill in 
Cambodia and Apple is hoping to 
change that by sharing her technical 
skills in her homeland.

“I enjoy spending my nights, sitting 
for one to five hours just doing make-
up and painting myself. To me, it’s like 
taking a trip and going on an adven-
ture. It’s relaxing and almost like med-
itation. I also love mixing the beauty 
looks with gore and scary makeup.

“I wake up every day excited to 
find new makeup inspiration. The 
process of having the picture in my 
head, starting to do it and finally see-
ing the result of my work is the great-
est feeling I’ve had,” Apple says.

Apple grew up in Stung Treng prov-
ince and became interested in make-
up during her senior year studying for 
a Bachelor’s degree in education at the 
Pannasastra university of Cambodia.

The self-taught makeup artist 
dropped out of school and decided 
to chase after her dream of doing 
special-effects makeup for a living.

One of her friends is a movie produc-
er and after noticing her talent, asked 
Apple to be the makeup artist for his 

film. She took the job and her first of-
ficial film credit became Run, an ama-
teur zombie movie shot in Cambodia.

“Back then I knew nothing about 
makeup or film. I just happily accepted 
[the offer], the 28-year-old Apple says.

“In 2012, I created a formal page 
to post a bunch of photos from my 
makeup practice on myself, and I re-
ceived lots of compliment from my 
foreign and Khmer friends,” she says.

She started to get noticed and soon 
received offers to apply makeup on 
more movie sets.

Sensing an opportunity, Apple 
established Apple Makeup Gallery 
in 2016 to introduce special-effects 
makeup to aspiring like-minded 
young Cambodians.

“What started mostly as a personal 
challenge for myself eventually got 
so much attention from teenagers 
in Cambodia.

“I developed my creativity and 
learned to interact with a wide va-
riety of people while working with 
film crews and clients. I believe in 
being open to taking risks and trying 
new techniques,” Apple says.

Her English proficiency also played 
a role in advancing her career. She was 
able to communicate and make friends 
with filmmakers who would later in-
clude her in their movie projects.

During her time in the industry, 
she’s worked at fashion photoshoots, 
movie sets and training workshops.

But her passion is for special-effects 
makeup techniques often used in hor-
ror movies and creative fashion shoots. 

Her work took her to photoshoots 
across Asia and in 2016, she worked 
on Angelina jolie’s Golden Globe-
nominated movie, First They Killed 
My Father.

The film is based on the true story 
of Cambodian-American loung ung, 

a young girl who is forced from her 
home in Phnom Penh during the 
Khmer Rouge takeover and separated 
from her family. It was filmed in Siem 
Reap, Battambang and Phnom Penh.

“In the film, I worked closely with 
the department head of makeup. He 
kept encouraging me to go to Amer-
ica or England to study. He said I 
was so talented. In the end, I got a 
scholarship to study in the uS at a 
cinema makeup school in 2017 and 
graduated in 2018,” she says.

In the uS, Apple took courses on 
special effects and creature design. 
She dramatically developed her 
skills and gained entry into Holly-
wood after she volunteered for jobs.

For the first couple of months, it 
was hard to get by, but as more peo-
ple saw her work, they were mes-
merised and captivated by her cre-
ativity and professionalism. “Now 
I have people calling and emailing 
me every day,” she tells The Post.

“I have done 10 to 15 films in America 

such as Judgement Call, Airport Security 
Squad, Lisa and Liza, Harana, The Wall 
and many more,” she says.

Apple says she had to be cautious 
while working with people because 
they were strict and highly demanding.

“you need to reach their standard. 
Only you can have your work promoted. 
If you want to be an international make-
up artist, you need to be open to what-
ever is new to you. Never stop learning. 
Keep developing yourself,” she says.

Her work is influenced by nature, 
Khmer architecture, culture and 
everything around her. She’s also 
inspired by sea and jungle creatures 
and wants to raise environmental 
awareness, especially for endan-
gered species in Cambodia.

“In my makeup art, I use hand paint-
ing. Sometimes I use airbrushes, but I 
combine other materials as well. It can 
be a sponge, paper, fake flowers or 
spray paint. It used to take me a very 
long time to finish one but if I do it with 
professional people, I go as fast as pos-
sible and it takes four hours maximum 
for the basic creatures.” she says. 

For one of her actresses-turned-
creatures, Apple created a Moth-
er Earth character using leaves, 
branches and earth-toned makeup 
to complete her vision. The final 
look blends nature and animal, with 
the actresses’ arms turning into 
branches and her fingers into twigs.

Apple says she is motivated to 
share her talent with others.

“After Covid-19 ends, I’m plan-
ning to go back and open a school in 
Cambodia. I hope to create a bridge 
between the two countries by bring-
ing people from Hollywood to teach 
there and inviting Cambodians to 
the uS if they want to learn. 

“Hard work pays off. your dream is 
always worth fighting for,” she says.

Model Sidney Rubinoe posing in her Mother Earth costume and makeup. COURTESY OF DillOn MORningSTaR

Apple poses as mythical monkey god Hanuman in makeup she applied herself.        
COURTESY OF DillOn MORningSTaR

Cambodian makeup artist Apple (left) with Charli Hueston  as the ‘Apsara Robot’. COURTESY OF DillOn MORningSTaR



A groundbreaking ceremony was held on July 18 for the Le Condé BKK1 housing project located 
in the capital’s popular Boeung Keng Kang I commune. The 43-storey Le Condé BKK1 project is being 
developed by international developer Wangfu Guoji International Real Estate Development Co, Ltd. 
Deputy Prime Minister HE Yim Chhay Ly was special guest at the ceremony. 

Le Condé BKK1 project breaks ground
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Urban Hub Cambodia, the developer of the Urban Village condominium project, opened  
pre-launch sales of the Sky Prime Building H at a ceremony in the capital on July 18. The new 
condominium project is the fourth building in Urban Village Phase 2, which is located along Samdech 
Hun Sen Boulevard. Some 200 potential buyers visited the Urban Village showroom at the Factory 
Phnom Penh to view the project.

Urban Village opens Sky Prime Building H sales
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LG Electronics in Cambodia and GGear Group on Thursday 
jointly launched the latest LG Brandshop in the capital’s Tuol 
Kork district to meet growing consumer demand. LG’s eleventh 
premium showroom in the Kingdom will offer the South Korean 
multinational’s electronic products. GGear Group is the main LG 
Electronics supplier and retailer in Cambodia. The first LG Brandshop 
was launched on Monivong Boulevard in November 2018.

Eleventh LG Brandshop outlet opens in Tuol Kork 
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Malaysian Ambassador to Cambodia HE Eldeen Husaini Mohd Hashim led a delegation to the Kingdom’s  911 Special Forces Airborne 
Base in Kandal province last Thursday. During the visit, Eldeen met with 911 Special Forces Commander HE Lieutenant General Chap 
Pheakdy, who is also Deputy Commander of the Cambodian Army. During the tour, the delegation, which comprised Malaysian diplomats, 
was given a briefing by the special forces team. The visit aimed to strengthen military ties between the two Asean member nations.

Malaysian envoy visits 911 Special Forces Airborne Base
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Canned meat brand
  5 Guard on the deck
  9 Milky way?
 14 Beginning of a conclusion
 15 Swirling current
 16 Italian white
 17 Not as much, to a professor?
 20 Presley’s birthplace
 21 Title for Laurence Olivier
 22 Serve up mixed drinks
 23 Poem full of praise
 24 Locust or fly
 26 Like a koala bear
 28 Commits a boo-boo
 30 What some keepers keep
 34 Warmed the bench
 37 Guitarist’s device
 39 Skylit courtyards
 40 Hoisted with one’s own petard
 44 Verbally retract
 45 Lose it during a debate
 46 “Told ya!”
 47 Ruler with absolute power
 49 No mere spectator
 51 Use shears
 53 Omega predecessor

 54 Miss identification?
 57 Hop-drying kiln
 60 Biting breeze
 62 Lathered (up)
 64 What not even the richest  

person on Earth has
 67 1,000 kilograms, to a Brit
 68 Popular lunch bag munchie
 69 Eagle of the sea
 70 Mary-Kate or Ashley
 71 Ballet costume
 72 Drink for Robin Hood
DOWN
  1 Brief fracas
  2 Like a peacock?
  3 Showing shock
  4 Small burrowing rodent
  5 Asset
  6 Newspaper money-makers
  7 15th of March, say
  8 Line of a song
  9 Take off the shelf
 10 Canine’s canines
 11 Test one’s courage
 12 Tied up
 13 Sax player’s purchase
 18 River through Hamburg

 19 Part of D.E.A.
 25 Kind of boat or train
 27 TV dinner platform
 29 Daytona measurement
 31 Interesting historical periods
 32 Egypt’s main water supply
 33 Out of harm’s way
 34 Seven card poker game
 35 Ground floor apartment
 36 Turn’s partner
 38 Ship deck
 41 Crowning event
 42 City northeast of St. Etienne
 43 Response to a sneeze
 48 Antler prong
 50 Situation for tear gas
 52 Turn on a point
 54 Part of a steeple
 55 Reddish-brown dye
 56 Whipped by a whisker
 57 Snorkel’s dog
 58 Missing from the base
 59 Some family tree members
 61 Land in the Andes
 63 “May I speak?”
 65 Marshy area
 66 Like a prof. emeritus

“2 X 3” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution

Lifestyle
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B
uSINESSES have 
proclaimed sup-
port for the protests 
against racism to-

wards African Americans 
happening across the uS, 
including perhaps the most 
iconic of them all: ubiquitous 
fast food chain McDonald’s. 

“Today we stand with black 
communities across Amer-
ica,” read a message posted 
in june on the brand’s social 
media accounts that listed 
the names of several African 
Americans killed by police 
and declaring: “He was one 
of us. She was one of us. They 
were all one of us.”

For Marcia Chatelain, a pro-
fessor of history and African 
American studies at George-
town university in Washing-
ton, McDonalds’s support for 
the biggest civil rights pro-
tests to hit the uS in decades 
came as no surprise.

As she writes in her book 
Franchise: The Golden Arches 
in Black America, the rela-
tionship between McDon-
ald’s and black Americans is 
uniquely complex – a story 
of empowerment running up 
against the limits of capital-
ism and inequality.

“McDonald’s is staying on 
brand,” Chatelain told AFP 
of the restaurant’s support 
for the protests. “They have 
consistently taken a position 
when they knew that that 
position was going to be sup-
ported not only by its con-
sumer base, but also expand 
its profile.”

Rising from ashes
With nearly 39,000 restau-

rants in 119 countries and 
revenues of $21.1 billion in 
2019, McDonald’s is among 
the largest fast food chains 
in the world and the golden 
arches of its logo are perhaps 
more tied to the concept of 
American capitalism than 

any other brand’s.
The company’s roots are 

in the post-World War II life-
style changes that took place 
in the uS, but Chatelain said 
its involvement in black com-
munities can be traced to the 
aftermath of rioting that hit 
many uS cities in 1968.

“Opening up franchising to 
African American communi-
ties allowed for the cultiva-
tion of incredibly wealthy 
people who were then able 
to contribute to a number of 
philanthropies, whether it’s 
historically black colleges and 
universities or local commu-
nity efforts,” Chatelain said.

The push was in line with a 
trend prominent under for-
mer uS president Richard 
Nixon towards black capital-
ism, or the encouragement 
of building African American 
wealth through business.

That approach, Chatelain 
said, can’t address the long 
history of racist lawmaking in 
the uS.

“It doesn’t necessarily eradi-
cate the racism that has exac-
erbated the racial wealth gap, 
that creates discriminatory 
practices in lending, and also, 
it doesn’t solve the problems 
of people who will never be 
millionaires.”

Consider the role of McDon-
ald’s in job creation. Black-
owned franchises offered 
African Americans jobs that 
Chatelain said were “impor-
tant in the sense that they’re 
readily available, and they 
can be accessible to people 
without high levels of what 
we call formal training.”

But McDonald’s employees 
lack access to health care, 
paid sick leave and child care 
for parents, all of which “ex-
acerbates turnover, and then 
(McDonald’s) take advantage 
of the turnover to not create 
benefits,” Chatelain said.

That tension persists to this 

day as the company faces a 
unionization effort known as 
“Fight for $15,” which includes 
a $15 per-hour minimum 
wage among its demands.

Going backwards?
McDonald’s in the 1980s ran 

advertisements highlighting 
its hiring of African American 
employees and directors, but 
cracks have emerged recently 
in that narrative.

A lawsuit filed in january by 
two executives accuses the 
company of a “continuing 
pattern and practice of inten-
tional race discrimination.”

Business Insider reported 
last year that black franchis-
es make $68,000 net less per 
month than the average, and 
that according to the National 
Black McDonald’s Operators 
Association, the number of 
African American-run fran-
chises dropped from 304 at 
the end of 2008 to 222 by the 
end of 2017.

“There is a sense that Mc-
Donald’s has gone back-
wards,” said Chatelain.

The company’s declaration 
of support for the racial jus-
tice protests spurred by the 
police killing of George Floyd 
in Minneapolis was done 
alongside many other top uS 
brands.

Chatelain sees that as an 
opportunity for all uS work-
ers to push for better condi-
tions, including employees of 
McDonald’s.

“I think that if McDonald’s 
was really interested in the 
quality of black lives and want-
ed to signal that black lives 
matter, that they could start 
with their workers,” she said. 

“This is an incredible op-
portunity to do more than 
just give donations but to 
think about paid sick leave, 
about child care, about ac-
cess to health care benefits as 
well as raising wages.”AfP

McDonald’s and uS 
black community in 
a complicated bond

McDonald’s has long been considered a champion of the US black community but the relationship is complex 
and some accuse the food giant of going backwards when it comes to racial progress. AfP



STUART BROAD sparked a top-or-
der collapse after starring with the 
bat as England reduced the West In-
dies to 137-6 at stumps on the sec-
ond day of the decisive third Test at 
Old Trafford on Saturday.

England had slumped to 280-8 after 
losing four wickets for 18 runs before 
No 10 Broad’s swashbuckling 62 took 
them to a first-innings total of 369.

When bad light forced an early 
close, the West Indies were 232 runs 
behind, needing 33 more to avoid 
the follow-on. 

West Indies captain Jason Holder 
was 24 not out and Shane Dowrich 
10 not out.

The veteran new-ball duo of Broad 
and James Anderson, paired togeth-
er for the first time this series, both 
had stumps figures of 2-17.

“We were hoping to get 400 at the 
start of the day, that was our plan, 
but we’re happy with getting over 
350,” Broad told Sky Sports.

“With our discipline with the ball, 
we’ve had a great day,” he added, 
with England looking to win this 
three-match series 2-1 and regain 
the Wisden Trophy.

‘Played his shots’
West Indies fast bowler Kemar 

Roach, who earlier took his 200th 
Test wicket in a return of 4-72, ad-
mitted his side were in a tough spot.

“We started well but Stuart Broad 
came in and played his shots and things 
went his way,” Roach told the BBC. 

“Things drifted a bit and we’re in 

a difficult position now but the guys 
will fight it out.”

Broad struck with just his fourth 
ball to have West Indies dangerman 
Kraigg Brathwaite caught at slip by 
England captain Joe Root for one.

John Campbell, dropped on 10 by 
normally reliable second slip Ben 
Stokes, looked increasingly assured 
while making 32.

But fast bowler Jofra Archer, back 

after being omitted from England’s 
113-run win in the second Test for 
breaching the bio-secure regulations 
governing this series, produced a rib-
high delivery that left-hander Camp-
bell could only fend to gully.

Anderson, England’s all-time lead-
ing Test wicket-taker, then struck either 
side of tea on his Lancashire home 
ground as the tourists declined to 59-4.

The struggling Shai Hope was 

caught behind for 17 after being 
squared up by a full-length Ander-
son delivery that moved away late – 
a desperately difficult ball to play.

Anderson then had Shamarh Brooks 
inside edging to wicketkeeper Jos But-
tler with one that cut the other way.

In a campaign that marks inter-
national cricket’s return from lock-
down, Broad’s classic nip-backer had 
Roston Chase lbw (leg before wicket) 

to the leave the West Indies in dire 
straits at 73-5.

Jermaine Blackwood, who made 
a match-clinching 95 in the West 
Indies’ four-wicket win in the first 
Test, looked good during his 26.

But Blackwood was bowled be-
tween bat and pad by Chris Woakes 
to give all of England’s pace quartet 
a wicket, with Stokes unable to bowl 
because of a quad injury.

Dowrich was lucky when he got in 
a tangle against an Archer bouncer, 
only for the ball to just clear the back-
pedalling Rory Burns in the gully. 

England resumed on 258-4 after 
losing the toss.

Ollie Pope was 91 not out and But-
tler unbeaten on 56 -- his first Test 
fifty in 14 innings. 

Pope, however, failed to add to his 
score.

In sight of his second Test century, 
Pope had already been dropped by 
Rahkeem Cornwall in the slips when 
Shannon Gabriel clean bowled him 
to end a fifth-wicket stand of 140.

Buttler was well caught low down 
for 67 by Holder at second slip.

But Broad, who has a highest Test 
score of 169, counter-attacked with 
his first fifty at this level in just over 
three years. 

On a ground where he was hit on 
the face by a bouncer from India’s 
Varun Aaron in 2014, left-handed 
batsman Broad pulled Roach for six 
as the new ball started to soften.

Broad completed a 33-ball 50 before 
hitting to deep midwicket. afp

Sport
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JUSTIN SMOAK and Chris-
tian yelich smacked home 
runs and players from both 
teams were hit by pitches 

sparking a social-distancing 
shouting match as the Milwau-
kee Brewers trampled the Chi-
cago Cubs 8-3 on Saturday.

The fourth inning began with 
a shouting match between the 
two dugouts thanks in part to 
not having fans in the eerily-
quiet Wrigley Field ballpark. 

But with the numerous 
health and safety measures 
in place because of the global 
pandemic the umpires made 
sure the players stayed on 
their side of the field.

“I think this is going to be 
part of this season,” Brewers 
manager Craig Counsell said. 
“Both dugouts can hear each 
other and umpires can hear 
everything. There’s talking 
that goes on in game you nev-
er hear with all the fans here. 
It’s just part of the game.”

Cubs manager David Ross 
said not having fans means 

teammate chatter can be 
heard by the other team.

“I think if you’re in the dugout 
now in this environment, you’re 
going to expect some of that,” 
Ross said. “That’s going to spark 
some intensity. I don’t know 
how it all kind of started.”

Smoak and yelich each 
blasted their first home runs 
of the season, and Ben Gamel 
added a two-run triple for Mil-
waukee. yelich belted 44 home 
runs last season. Lorenzo Cain 
finished three-for-four with a 
double and an RBI. 

Kyle Schwarber hammered 
a two-run homer to lead the 
Cubs at the plate. 

Chicago’s Javier Baez 
reached base three times with 
a pair of singles and a hit by 
pitch in the first inning. 

The Brewers Omar Nar-
vaez was hit by pitches in the 
fourth and fifth innings.

Chicago’s Schwarber said 
the new coronavirus proto-
cols mean  physical contact 
between players could result 

in a suspension.
“We’re going to have to be 

careful with the new rules 
and not be able to go into 
each other,” he said.

Cubs Japanese right-hander 
yu Darvish gave up three runs 
on six hits in four innings. He 
walked none and struck out five.

Elsewhere, Victor Robles 

finished with a home run 
and four RBIs as the reign-
ing World Series champion 
Washington Nationals domi-
nated the New yankees 9-2 at 
Nationals Park.

The Nationals, who were 
held to just one hit in Thurs-
day’s rain-shortened loss, had 
to overcome five errors and 

the absence of star pitcher 
Stephen Strasburg.

Erick Fedde started for Stras-
burg, who was scratched due to 
a nerve problem in his hand.

Fedde allowed two runs on 
four hits in four innings. He 
struck out three, walked one and 
threw 68 pitches to 19 hitters.

Robles finished a triple shy 

of the cycle and produced his 
second career game with at 
least four RBIs. 

The centre fielder had a 
two-run double, and added a 
two-run homer in the fourth 
off rookie Mike King. Robles 
missed a chance at getting 
the cycle when he struck out 
in the eighth. afp

Cubs lose to 
Brewers at a 
Wrigley field 
without fans 

Broad sparks West Indies collapse in Test decider

With no fan noise the teams could hear the other’s dugout chatter, almost sparking a bench-clearing. afp

Stuart Broad ignited a top-order run with his bat to give England a decisive lead over the West Indies. pool/afp
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