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Sino-Cambodia FTA talks 
wrap up, signing to follow
Thou Vireak

C
AMBODIA and China 
wrapped up free trade 
agreement (FTA) talks 
on Monday, the Min-

istry of Commerce said.
The announcement was 

made during a video confer-
ence between Minister of Com-
merce Pan Sorasak and his Chi-
nese counterpart Zhong Shan.

The deal is expected to pro-

pel bilateral trade to $10 billion 
by 2023, the Chinese embassy 
in Phnom Penh said.

Bilateral trade between 
Cambodia and China was 
worth $9.42 billion last year, 
up 27.29 per cent from $7.4 
billion in 2018, data showed.

Once signed later this year, 
the deal will enable the liber-
alisation of trade in goods and 
services and provide greater 
market access for the King-

dom’s products, Sorasak said.
He said it will also broaden 

investment options and provide 
socio-economic benefits to the 
people of both countries.

The next step in the process, 
Sorasak said, will be for the 
two sides to complete their 
respective internal proce-
dures and prepare for a sign-
ing later this year.

“The successful conclusion 
of the FTA negotiations in 

such a short time exhibits the 
will of the two countries’ lead-
ers to forge closer, stronger 
and broader ties.

“The agreement reflects the 
long tradition of relationships 
as well as cooperation under 
the comprehensive partner-
ship between the two coun-
tries,” Sorasak said.

The two countries began to 
discuss the feasibility of a 
bilateral FTA in December 

and initiated the first round of 
negotiations in January.

Ministry spokesman Seang 
Thay told The Post on Tuesday 
that all terms of the deal have 
been agreed by both sides, 
which are deliberating on a 
suitable time for the signing.

“We hope that once the 
agreement comes into force, 
Cambodian exports to China

driving agriculture
while meeting with farmers in the presence of australian ambassador pablo Kang, prime 
Minister Hun sen thanked the country for helping Cambodian farming over the years. SPM

Delhi virus 
cases dip, 
but states 
lock down

Illness strikes 92 
in Poipet, leaves 
10 hospitalised

NEW Delhi recorded fewer 
than 1,000 coronavirus cases 
for the first time in seven 
weeks on Tuesday, even as 
more Indian states imposed 
restrictions to halt the spread 
of the pandemic.

India last week became the 
third country after the US and 
Brazil to hit one million cases 
but many experts say that with 
testing rates low, the true 
number could be much higher.

More than 28,000 people 
have died, with the western 
state of Maharashtra, home to 
Mumbai, suffering the highest 
death toll followed by the 
national capital Delhi and 
Tamil Nadu in the south.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s government imposed 
one of the world’s strictest lock-
downs in late March, but it has 
been steadily eased in recent 
months to lessen the devastat-
ing economic impact.

But, independently from the 
federal government, individu-
al states have been tightening 
restrictions as case numbers 
soared – including in Banga-
lore, Bihar and parts of Kerala 
and Tamil Nadu.

On Monday, authorities in 
the eastern state of West Ben-
gal, home to about 90 million 
people, imposed a strict lock-
down two days a week begin-
ning on Thursday.

All government and private 
offices will be closed and there 
will be no public transport. 
Private vehicles will be allowed 
for essential needs only.

The small northeastern state 
of Sikkim, bordering Tibet, on 
Monday also ordered a lock-
down until July 27.

Monday’s count of 954 new 
infections in the city marked 
the first time the daily tally was 
under 1,000 in 49 days, and was 
down from a peak of almost 
4,000 late last month. AFP

Long Kimmarita

NINETY-TWO villagers have 
fallen ill in a mysterious out-
break in Poipet town, 
Banteay Meanchey provin-
cial Department of Health 
director Le Chan Sangvat 
said on Tuesday. None of the 
cases are life-threatening, 
but 10 of the victims have 
been warded in hospital.

Chan Sangvat told The 
Post that all of them exhib-
ited similar symptoms – 
fever, skin rashes, muscle 
aches and joint pains.

Emergency response and 
immunisation teams tended 
to the ill and continue to mon-
itor their condition, he said.

Medical workers have 
drawn blood from all of 
them and are running tests 
for the mosquito-borne 
chikungunya virus, measles 
and rubella, he said.

The 92 have been briefed 
on personal hygiene, food 
safety and other disease pre-
vention measures, he said. 
They all hail from Poipet 
commune’s Kbal Koh, Poipet 
and Prey Kub villages.

The medical personnel are 
also working to sanitise living 
environments in the vicinity 
of the outbreak and are tak-
ing additional measures to 
curb the Aedes aegypti mos-
quito population in target 
villages, he said.

“The provincial health 
department continues to 
make every effort to research 
and intervene in all health 
issues that could eventually 
arise in these localities, in 
cooperation with local author-
ities,” Chan Sangvat said.

He called on people with 
suspected health problems
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Niem Chheng

THE fund to support poor 
families during Covid-19 
increased to $28 million in July 
and 50,000 more poor people 
were added to the list,  Prime 
Minister Hun Sen said while 
visiting farmers in Takeo prov-
ince on Tuesday. 

“The Ministry of Social 
Affairs reported the number 
of registered families had 
increased from 560,000 to 

610,000 and the budget grew 
from $24 million to $28 mil-
lion in July.

“We found 50,000 more poor 
families and we will continue 
to find them. If the Covid-19 
situation does not get better, 
we will continue the social 
assistance programme, 
although the State cannot help 
forever,” said Hun Sen. 

He said some families 
received $100 per month, 
depending on the number of 

family members. 
“Cambodia will not allow 

anyone to die. All provincial 
governors must check care-
fully in case these funds are 
not reaching those who are 
truly poor,” Hun Sen said.

The Ministry of Planning 
on Monday announced the 
procedures for identifying 
those eligible for the govern-
ment funding programme. 
The process is conducted 
once ever y three years 
through interviews and fam-
ily evaluations. 

To ensure transparency, the 
ministry is also creating repre-
sentative teams in each village 
consisting of five to seven 
members elected by the citi-
zens. These representatives 
conduct interviews with villag-
ers and check data with com-
mune and district councils, 
according to the ministry.

The ministry said three years 
is a long period, and family liv-
ing conditions can change. 
Some people migrate or raise 
their living standards.

Some families add more 
members, while some people 
get married. The ministry has 
new measures to identify the 
poor to request for IDPoor 
cards, the ministry said. 

Directorate General of Plan-
ning head Theng Panhathorn, 
said on Tuesday that as of July 
15, 613,564 families had 
received payments, while 2.8 
million people will receive 
funds on July 25.

The Ministry of Planning 
took back 6,000 IDPoor cards 
after noting that the card-
holders had improved their 
living conditions, said Pan-
hathorn.
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‘Change to 
labour law 
could hurt 
workers’
Long Kimmarita 

THE Ministry of labour and 
Vocational Training met with 
employer and union represent-
atives on Monday to continue 
discussions on draft amend-
ments to the labour law.

union representatives said 
the amendment would hurt 
workers.

About 80 officials and repre-
sentatives participated in the 
meeting at the Office of the 
Ministry of labour. 

Its minister Ith Sam Heng said 
the private sector has been con-
fronted with competition from 
other exporting countries and 
the government is cooperating 
to find a common solution. 

Sam Heng said the goal was 
to ensure the private sector 
continues to excel and can 
find ways to maintain sustain-
able production.

He said the government 
issued sharp reforms in March 
last year to prioritise the pri-
vate sector and encourage 
economic diversification.

Sam Heng said his ministry 
established a working group to 
study the possibility of amend-
ing the labour law to conform 
to the economic and social 
context.

The ministry created a tri-
partite working group consist-
ing of government officials 
and representatives of employ-
ers and employees to discuss 
amendments to the labour 
law and encourage social con-
versations on the matter.

Priority was given to increas-
ing production and keeping in 
line with Cambodia’s socio-
economic development.

President of the Coalition of 
Cambodian Apparel Workers’ 
Democratic union (C.CAWDu) 
Ath Thorn participated in the 
meeting on Monday and said 
the proposed amendments to 
the labour law signify a crucial 
loss of benefits for workers.

He said the amendment 
would reduce workers’ night 
shift pay from an addition of 
130 per cent of their wages to 
just 100 per cent. In the past, 
Thorn said night shift workers 
received 200 per cent addi-
tional pay. 

The amendment would also 
reduce public holidays for 
workers, he said.

Furthermore, the amendment 
would give more power to 
employers in dispute resolu-
tions because they could choose 
to solve issues through the court 
or arbitration, he said.

Thorn believes the amend-
ment will create an environ-
ment where most of the vic-
tims are workers. “I see the 
government so far has helped 
the employers a lot, so there 
should not be a loss of benefits 
for workers,” he said.

According to the Ministry of 
labour, there will be two more 
meetings in August.

Sam Heng said he believed 
the tripartite working group 
would find an appropriate 
resolution which would ensure 
the creation of jobs and pro-
tect the income of workers in 
the context of Covid-19.

Microfinance 
sector requests 
four CSOs to 
alter reports
Voun Dara

T
HE Cambodia Micro-
finance Association 
(CMA) has requested 
that four civil society 

groups change their reports 
from May 2019 to March 2020 
that accuse their members of 
predatory lending techniques.

The reports claimed that 
some rural families had been 
driven into so much debt that 
they had to sell their land or 
work indefinitely with no hope 
of paying their loans in full.

The CMA claimed the re-
ports were not true, but the 
civil society groups disagree.

The four groups that issued 
reports were the Cambodian 
league for the Promotion and 
Defence of Human Rights 
(licadho), Sahmakum Teang 
Tnaut (STT), the Cambodian 
Alliance of Trade unions 

(Catu) and the Centre for Al-
liance of labour and Human 
Rights (Central).

The Association of Banks in 
Cambodia (ABC) joined CMA 
in refuting the reports.

A joint-release said: “Some 
reports from civil society 
groups are not all accurate. 
It can give an opportunity to 
some bad people to incite and 
cause social disorder, which 
can affect the dignity of banks 
and financial institutions.

“They are the backbone of 
the national economy and 
security.”

On July 16, the four civil so-
ciety groups released letters 
saying their reports were true 
and would not be changed.

CMA chairman Kea Bo-
rann told The Post on Tues-
day that CMA does not have 
any additional response to 
the groups’ claims. 

“We have already said that 
the news and interviews with 
customers are different from 
the report of those civil society 
groups. We told people about 
this. It is the responsibility of 
those civil society groups to an-
swer for their reports,” he said.

ABC president In Channy told 
The Post on Tuesday that it still 
wants the reports changed.

“The letter clarified enough 
points. I do not want to give 
more comments about the 
meaning in the letter. I am stick-

ing to the letter,” said Channy. 
The civil society groups 

claimed that their reports 
cannot be changed.

In a joint statement, they 
said: “We will continue to pro-
tect the privacy of people who 
have chosen to share their 
stories with us on condition of 
anonymity. We encourage you, 
and all interested parties, to 
read the reports in full to bet-
ter understand their purpose, 
methodology, and findings.”

The deputy director of mon-

itoring at licadho Am Sam Ath 
confirmed on Tuesday that the 
reports won’t be changed.

He encouraged the CMA, 
ABC and relevant institutions 
to read and review the reports.

“Carefully read to understand 
the real purpose of this report. 
Our reports do not serve the 
interests of any political party. 
Our report would like to high-
light some of the impacts on 
the human rights sector aris-
ing from some parts of micro-
finance loans,” he said.

The reports claimed that some rural families had been driven into so much debt that they had to sell their 
land or work indefinitely with no hope of paying their loans in full. LICADHO

The number of registered families increased from 560,000 to 610,000 
and the budget grew from $24 million to $28 million in July. NSPC

IDPoor cardholder list grows 
to 610,000, budget hits $28M



Niem Chheng

PRIME Minister Hun Sen 
thanked Australia for helping 
the Cambodian farming sector 
over the years while placing 
an order from the country for 
2,000 rice-planting machines 
to donate to local farmers.

The prime minister ex-
pressed his admiration while 
meeting with farmers in Prey 
Kabbas district, Takeo prov-
ince in the presence of Aus-
tralian ambassador to Cam-
bodia Pablo Kang.

He recalled that in 1983, Aus-
tralia took the initiative not to 
recognise the Khmer Rouge 
at the UN when Australia was 
governed by the Labour Party.

Since then, a series of NGOs 
from Australia have come to 
Cambodia, and Australia has 
participated in the farming 
sector and worked with the 
Cambodia Agriculture Re-
search and Development In-
stitute (Cardi). 

He said he visited Australia 
during the tenure of Prime 
Minister John Howard. How-
ard took him to see a farm-
ing area because Australia 
knew Cambodia is a farming 
country and was seeking ag-
ricultural aid, which Australia 
could provide. 

Hun Sen said Australia helped 
Cambodia with the agricultural 
sector, including irrigation sys-
tems and technical training, 
breeding techniques and im-
ports to markets. He said he 
had sought foreign aid to build 
Cambodia and the countries 
that responded included Aus-
tralia, China, and South Korea. 

Kang told The Post on Tues-
day that Australia has been 
providing continuous support 
to the Cambodian agriculture 
sector since the 1990s.

Australia, he said, had sent 
agriculture experts to support 
Cambodia since the 1960s and 
worked with the International 
Rice Research Institute in 
Cambodia in the 1980s, which 
led to the establishment of 
Cardi in the late 1990s.

He said Australia’s current 
flagship programme is the 
Cambodia-Australia Agricul-
ture Value Chain Programme 

(Cavac), valued at around 
$100 million.  

Cavac’s objective is to im-
prove the productivity and 
competitiveness of Cambodi-
an farmers and their products. 
Cavac has constructed 10 ir-
rigation schemes in Takeo, 
Prey Veng and Kandal Prov-
inces since 2016. The schemes 
have supplied water for 12,000 
households, covering 9,000ha. 

Australia is also working 
with the Cambodian govern-
ment and private sector to 
support the broader mod-
ernisation of Cambodian ag-
riculture, Kang said.

When asked why Australia 
paid attention to the agricul-
ture sector, Kang said: “As a 
long-term friend and neigh-
bour, Australia’s development 
cooperation aims to build 
Cambodia’s resilience and re-
duce poverty.

“In both countries, agricul-
ture is an important economic 
pillar (employing 37 per cent 
of Cambodians) and we both 
have challenging climates. 
With these commonalities, 
much of Australia’s experience 
and expertise is useful to sup-
port the development of Cam-
bodia’s agriculture sector.”

Kang said Covid-19 had se-
verely impacted the tourism 
and garment sectors in Cam-
bodia and it is important that 
the Kingdom continue to de-
velop its agricultural products 
so that they can be sold inter-
nationally, earning important 
revenue for the nation.

The 2,000 rice-planting ma-
chines – 1,000 large machines 
and 1,000 smaller ones – the 
prime minister purchased on 
Tuesday will be handed over 
to the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries.

They will be distributed to 
households that need them. 
Poor households, who have 
no farmland, can use the ma-
chines to generate income [as 
outsource parties].

“Households that lack land 
can use the machines to do 
jobs to generate income and 
make money. I give them free of 
charge. No need to return them 
to me. As long as they do good, I 
am happy,” Hun Sen said.

PM thanks Oz for years 
of support in farming

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

THE Battambang provincial 
Department of Environment 
has dug up nearly 100 cubic 
metres of high-grade koki 
timber from the Stung Sangke 
riverbed in the Samlaut Mul-
tiple Use Area, said depart-
ment director Kort Boran. 

He said a working group dug 
for two months, from May 
7 this year to July 6. A trader 
from Sangke district named 
Ream Phearum was commis-
sioned to lead the project in 
the protected forest area in 
north-western Cambodia.

“Operators on this project 
found and collected nearly 
100 cubic metres of timber. 
Most of the timber is koki that 
was felled during the civil war 
in the 1980s. But the logs are 

still of good quality and can 
be processed into furniture or 
houses Boran said.

He said the efforts to extract 
timber buried underground in 
the Stung Sangke riverbed were 
made to provide quality timber 
for public and State use.

Citing claims by villagers in 
the area, Boran said thousands 
of cubic metres of timber had 
been logged in the 1980s, piec-
es of which measured over one 
metre in diameter.

The department paid six 
million riel to Phearum to ex-
plore the Borkit and Borlang 
riverbeds, which are at the 
head of the Stung Sangke Riv-
er in the area. “If we didn’t dig 
out the timber for public use, 
it would be very regrettable,” 
Boran said.

The working group for the 

project is storing the timber 
temporarily behind Chan 
Monisiha Pagoda in Samlot 
commune’s Samlot village in 
Samlot district.  

They will ask permission 
from the provincial Unified 
Command Committee to use 
machinery to transport the 
timber to the provincial De-
partment of Environment.

They will also seek permis-
sion from the Ministry of En-
vironment to organise and 
use the timber for public use 
according to legal procedure.

But residents in the village 
claim that Phearum is secret-
ly conducting an illegal min-
ing business in the area and 
using his title as head of the 
project as a cover. 

Yat Neang, 54, who resides 
in the commune, told The 

Post on Tuesday that over the 
last 30 years, the Borkit and 
Borlang rivers were sites of 
mining operations.

But mining in the area was 
prohibited after the govern-
ment decided to include the 
areas in the Samlaut Multiple 
Use Area, which is protected 
and conserved by rangers 
from the provincial Depart-
ment of Environment and the 

Maddox Jolie-Pitt Founda-
tion, an NGO focused on na-
ture conservation.

Neang said: “I see them us-
ing machinery to excavate soil 
near the edge of the river and 
to pump sand from the river 
onto a platform that was pre-
pared in that area. They do the 
work day and night. They dig 
mining soil near the edge of the 
river and then put it into sacks 

to transport them at night.
“The timber which was dug 

out included kronhuong, ph-
choek and koki varieties. But 
the timber was not transport-
ed – they collected it for stor-
age in one place.”

Samlot commune chief 
Thoem Proeung told The Post 
on Tuesday that in the past, 
people had pumped sand and 
pulled timber from the river-
beds. But after he reported 
the violations in writing to the 
Samlot district administra-
tion, the activity stopped.

“I don’t know what they do 
with the timber dug out from 
the riverbeds. But more im-
portantly, the area is protect-
ed and conserved,” he said.

Phearum could not be reached 
for comment on Tuesday. 

However, Boran said that 
Phearum had lost millions of 
riel by assisting the depart-
ment with the project and he 
denied any claims of illegal 
mining. “No illegal mining is 
taking place,” he said.
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Khorn Savi

EVEN though 26 more Cambodians ar-
riving from abroad tested positive for 
Covid-19 on Tuesday, the government 
has declared that it will not ban its na-
tionals from returning home.  

The 26 included five students, 20 mili-
tary trainees from Russia, and a 65-year-
old man from South Korea said the Min-
istry of Health. 

The infected were among 254 passen-
gers in two flights – 144 travelling from 
Egypt, Russia and Malaysia and 110 from 
South Korea. The flights arrived in Cam-
bodia on Sunday. 

The infected passengers were sent to 
quarantine centres at the Air Force Base, 
Hun Sen Borey Muoyruoy Knong High 
School, and some hotels. The ministry 
said the new Covid-19 cases bring Cam-

bodia’s total to 197.
Prime Minister Hun Sen told a gath-

ering of farmers in Takeo that he was 
shocked to receive the news.

The government strengthened mea-
sures at airports on May 20, requiring 
passengers to be quarantined 14 days.

Hun Sen said he will not ban citizens from 
abroad as he did to the 100 from Malaysia in 
April even if cases continue, citing the gov-
ernment’s updated prevention methods.

“Our students abroad enter the King-
dom and this is how the virus is transmit-
ted. If we do not take our citizens back to 
the Kingdom, where will they stay?

“We lacked prevention methods in 
our country before, so we requested our 
people in Malaysia to suspend their flight 
back to the Kingdom. But we sent money 
to our Embassy there for support and al-
lowed them to return later,” he said.

During the upcoming holiday from 
August 17 to 21, people can travel to var-
ious tourism sites, but they have to avoid 
large gatherings. Covid-19 in the world is 
not getting better, while some counties 
are facing new waves, said Hun Sen.

“People who wear masks are getting it 
[Covid-19] less. Carelessness is a cause, 
and people will take trips this upcom-
ing holiday. But they have to avoid large 
gatherings to prevent covid-19,” he said.

Ministry of Health spokesperson Or 
Vandine said the ministry will follow 
Hun Sen’s orders and help citizens re-
turn to the Kingdom.

“We will try harder to help citizens 
trapped abroad to return to the Kingdom 
while also preventing the transmission 
of Covid-19. It requires participation 
and practising quarantine and preven-
tion measures,” she said.

‘Kingdom won’t ban inbound locals’

App logs 160,000 foreigners

B’bang timber-hunting trader 
implicated in illegal mining

Khorn Savi

M
INISTER of In-
terior Sar Kheng 
praised the gov-
ernment for 

its efforts in managing and 
monitoring immigration at 
a meeting on the Foreigners 
Present in Cambodia System 
app (FPCS) on Tuesday. He 
said more than 160,000 for-
eigners from 183 countries 
have registered on the app.

Sar Kheng, who chaired the 
meeting at the Ministry of Inte-
rior, said despite criticism, the 
government has managed for-
eigners and immigrants well.

He said the current govern-
ment has better managed 
foreigners and immigrants 
since the interior ministry es-
tablished the General Depart-
ment of Immigration (GDI).

GDI director-general Kirth 
Chantharith said at the meet-
ing that Cambodia launched 
FPCS in mid-2019.

According to a ministry an-
nouncement, from July 1 on-
ward, foreigners not registered 
in FPCS would not be granted 
visa extensions. The announce-
ment sent foreigners rushing 
to register on the app.

Chantharith said: “It is note-
worthy that the number of reg-
istered [foreigners’] in the FPCS 

system has increased to more 
than 160,000 with 183 nationali-
ties and continues to grow daily. 

“The data shows that there 
are about 110,000 foreigners 
currently in Cambodia. For-
eigners who recently applied 
for visa extensions have reg-
istered their presence in the 
FPCS system.”

The GDI used a computer-
based foreigner management 
system before switching to the 
more user-friendly FPCS app. 

FPCS can be used on phones, 
iPads and computers and there’s 
no need to enter data line by 
line. Scanner technology within 
the app can retrieve informa-
tion from passports quickly.

Using the system allows 
authorities to monitor how 
many foreigners are currently 
in the country and how many 
enter and leave each day. 

A 2019 census data said 
89,786 immigrants from 11 
countries applied for tempo-

rary or permanent residency 
in the country. Among them, 
89,471 were Vietnamese. 

The Ministry of Interior also 
confiscated 37,436 irregular 
Cambodian administrative doc-
uments possessed by foreigners 
from 2017 to June 30, last year.

Currently, foreigners with ir-
regular documents are being is-
sued permanent residence per-
mits valid for two years by the 
Ministry of Interior to ensure 
they complied with the law.

Interior minister Sar Kheng lauded government efforts to keep tabs on foreigners. SAR KHENG VIA FACEBOOK

Nearly 100 cubic metres of high-grade koki timber was dug up from the 
Stung Sangke riverbed in the Samlaut Multiple Use Area. SUPPLIED
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Successful People Read The Post.Intelligent - In-depth - Independent

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
The Phnom Penh Post, the oldest independent media company 
in Cambodia, is seeking full-time candidates for the following 
positions:

SAlES ANd MArkETiNg ExECUTivES: FOUr pOSiTiONS

Main duties and responsibilities
Maintain good relationships with clients to inform and •	
update them on latest products and services
Service clients•	
Create branding activities for The Post•	
Represent The Phnom Penh Post when proposing and •	
soliciting advertisements and marketing campaigns
Find prospective clients and propose •	 advertising campaigns 
Build and maintain relationships with clients before and •	
after sales
Understand customers’ needs/feedback/complaints and •	
update market intelligence 
Assist clients in designing their advertisements and advise •	
them on effective media planning  
Meet monthly and quarterly sales targets•	
Perform other tasks as required by the commercial manager•	

Qualifications/experience required
Enjoy meeting people and be self-motivated, energetic and •	
committed, with excellent inter-personal, presentation and 

communication skills 
Work as a team with a positive, resourceful and sales-driven •	
attitude 
University qualification in business, marketing or three years’ •	
sales and marketing experience
Sales experience and a good understanding of media or •	
media agencies will be an advantage
Good English, both spoken and written•	
Able to work under pressure and meet tight deadlines  •	

Interested candidates are required to submit a photo-attached CV 
and cover letter with expected salary to the Human Resources and 
Administration Department at the following address no later than 
July 31, 2020.

Address: The Elements Condominium Level 7, Hun Sen Boulevard, 
Chak Angre Krom commune, Meanchey district, Phnom Penh.
Tel: +855 (0) 23 888 161 -162 
Email: jobs@phnompenhpost.com
www.phnompenhpost.com 
www.postkhmer.com

Post Media Co, Ltd is an equal opportunities employer.  
Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted for  an interview. 
Applications will not be returned.

Niem Chheng

FORMER CNRP president 
Kem Sokha was issued a re-
minder by a trial court judge 
on Sunday not to violate the 
terms of his bail as he has 
been traveling the country.

Sokha’s legal team said on 
Tuesday their client is aware of 
the border he can walk and has 
not violated the court order.

The remarks from Sokha’s 
lawyers came after the Phnom 
Penh Municipal Court presiding 
judge issued a letter reminding 
Sokha of his bail conditions.

Meng Sopheary, one of 
Sokha’s four defence lawyers 
said his travelling did not vio-
late the court’s ban because he 
has not travelled abroad or en-
gaged in any political activity.

judge Koy Sao informed 
Sokha in a letter that the trial 
chamber had received a report 
from a judicial police officer 
that Sokha performed some 
activities, especially in the 
provinces, including meeting 
with the people and gathering 
and meeting with supporters.

“To ensure respect for the 
obligations of the judicial re-
view, as well as the personal 
security and legitimate inter-
ests of the accused, the trial 
chamber is reminding the ac-
cused to have a spirit of strict 
respect and adhere to the obli-
gations imposed by the court.

“As stated, the warrant is 

valid until the verdict is an-
nounced in line with Article 
352 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure,” judge Sao wrote.

In response, Sopheary said: 
“Kem Sokha is aware of the 
prohibition of the investigat-
ing judge on the second point 
that prohibits his right not to 
conduct politics.

“And he always respects 
the obligations contained in 
the order of the investigating 
judge in the past, present, and 
future. He does what he has 
the right to do and does not 
exceed the court’s ban.”

Chan Chen, another of 
Sokha’s lawyers, said Sokha 
knows what he should and 
should not do. Visiting the 
provinces or meeting dozens of 
people by accident is a normal 
visit and not a political activity.

“It does not violate the bail. If 
it’s wrong just to meet a few doz-
en people who love him, it could 
be a ban on freedom. This letter 
is a reminder, but it can also be 
an immediate warning,” he said.

Sokha is on trial for “conspiracy 
with a foreign power”, or treason, 
but the trial has been adjourned 
due to the Covid-19 outbreak.

On November 10, Phnom 
Penh Municipal Court In-
vestigating judge Ky Rithy 
amended his bail condition, 
allowing Sokha to travel freely 
in Cambodia, but barred him 
from leaving the country and 
engaging in politics.

Sokha gets subtle 
warning over travel

Activist ban ‘spurs forest crimes’
Soth Koemsoeun

W
HIlE Ministry of Environ-
ment officials claim they 
and relevant departments 
implement forest protection 

and conservation measures responsibly, 
forest protection activists have expressed 
frustration over their inability to participate 
in patrols where illegal logging took place.

The activists complained they are 
barred from forest protection efforts and 
are being obstructed from carrying out 
patrols to protect illegal activity.

More than 60 monks, activists, com-
munity associations and civil society or-
ganisations issued a joint statement on 
Tuesday stating a ban on forest patrols 
provided the opportunity for criminals 
and especially companies, to log and 
transport timber from protected areas.

The activists are targeting two compa-
nies in particular – Think Biotech (Cambo-
dia) Co ltd, which exports timber through 
a partner company, Angkor Plywood Co 
ltd, according to the statement.

Both companies have continued to 
operate during the Covid-19 outbreak 
while forest activists, especially the Prey 
lang Community Network (PlCN), have 
been banned from entering the forest’s 
core area, activists said.

Activist Heng Sros said on july 20 that 
during the ban, logging and transporta-
tion of timber such as Beng, Koki, Sok-
rom, and other types of luxury wood were 
moved by hundreds of trailers every day.

He said Think Biotech had recently 
adopted a new strategy of no more saw-
mills, no depots or piles of timbers and 
no more storage warehouses so as not to 
leave any evidence of forest crimes.

Instead, activists claim the company’s 
chief of staff deployed workers to ac-

company trading partners into the forest 
to measure the wood in the forest and 
immediately transport it abroad.

“The government must allow us to 
enter the protected area to continue pa-
trolling the forest and investigating for-
est crimes. This is a sign of cooperation.

“We insist the government close this 
timber company to clarify a willingness to 
protect and preserve the forest,” Sros said.

Ministry secretary of state and spokes-
man Neth Pheaktra said on Tuesday the 
ministry and relevant authorities continue 
to implement the rules of protection and 
conservation of protected areas under its 
control responsibly and take action on nat-
ural resource crimes that have occurred.

“For issues related to issuing a licence 
to a company, please contact the Minis-
try of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries. 

I can’t comment on that,” he said.
Agriculture ministry secretary-general 

and spokesman Srey Vuthy could not be 
reached for comment.

Think Biotech representative lai Heang 
said on Tuesday that his company did not 
fell trees as alleged by the activists. Instead, 
it is planting tens of thousands of cassia and 
eucalyptus trees to supply the market.

Heang said the company has the right 
to cut trees it planted and has not used the 
opportunity to cut other trees. He called the 
allegations slander against the company.

“Nowadays, we are planting cassia and 
eucalyptus trees on almost 1,000ha, but 
we have to stop for a while because there 
is no rain and they would die. For tim-
ber, we fell only small trees on company 
land. This allegation is completely un-
true,” Heang said.

Activist Heng Sros said that during the ban, logging and transportation of timber such as Beng, 
Koki, Sokrom, and other types of luxury wood were moved by hundreds of trailers every day. 
HENG SROS VIA FACEBOOK



Pursat man 
arrested 
for raping 
daughter

PURSAT police arrested 
a father on Monday on 
accusations he raped 

his daughter. Anti-human traf-
ficking and juvenile protection 
chief at the provincial police 
station, Pol Chamroeun, said 
on Tuesday the man is being 
questioned but has confessed.

His daughter filed a com-
plaint against him on July 19 
at Phnom Kravanh district 
station, Pursat.

The Phnom Kravanh district 
police station’s chief of serious 
crimes unit, Hun Chan Thea 
said the suspect, 50, was ar-
rested Sunday evening.

He said the victim, 20, is the 
oldest of three children and 
her parents divorced about 
seven years ago.

Citing the victim, Thea said 
the father had abused her since 
she was 12 and raped her when 
her mother was not around.

Thea said this was a regular 
occurrence until she turned 
16. She got married when she 
was 17. 

Then, on July 18, despite the 
victim’s husband being there, 
the suspect still insisted on 
having sex with her, according 
to the police. 

The suspect confessed to the 
police that he committed the 
act. He told them he wanted to 
have sex with her, but she did 
not agree and told the police. 
Kim Sarom
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Mondulkiri land-use 
committee established
Voun Dara

A 
NEW land-use com-
mittee will register 
State and indigenous 
land, and tackle land 

disputes in Mondulkiri, Min-
ister of land Management, 
urban Planning and Construc-
tion Chea Sophara said.

The committee’s formation 
is based on a july 3 directive 
by Prime Minister Hun Sen 
to provide land to citizens in 
protected areas.

Ministry secretary of state 
Sar Sovann will direct the 
land-use committee made up 
of 21 officials.

The committee will assem-
ble 12 teams in five districts to 
register State, private, and in-
digenous land in Mondulkiri.

“The committee’s duty is to 
register State land occupied 
by citizens in protected areas 
and indigenous community 
land to tackle land disputes in 
Mondulkiri,” said Sophara.

The committee is also re-
sponsible for collaborating 
with the ministries of Agricul-
ture, Forestry and Fisheries; 
Environment, and local au-
thorities, units and related par-
ties to carry out the duties and 
report on progress, he said.

land management minis-
try spokesman Seng lot said 
on Tuesday that the commit-
tee was established on the 

advice of Prime Minister Hun 
Sen who mentioned it on july 
3 at a plenary meeting of the 
Council of Ministers.

“We will first create a com-
mittee in Mondulkiri and ex-
pand to other provinces like 
Koh Kong,” lot  said. 

Hun Sen ordered the min-
istry to give land to citizens 
who have settled in protected 
areas like Koh Kong, Preah Vi-
hear and other provinces for 
more than 10 years. 

Mondulkiri deputy gover-
nor Cheak Mengheang said 
on Tuesday the provincial ad-
ministration has not received 
orders and he is waiting for 
Sophara to lead a july 28 

meeting about the work. 
“We will know about the 

mechanisms in the upcoming 
meeting. All members and relat-
ed people will follow the nation-
al committee’s order,” he said. 

Mondulkiri province has a 
total area of 14,288sqm and 
the terrain is forest, moun-
tains, plateaus and valleys.

The province has a total 
population of 90,949 people, 
equal to 21,478 families and 82 
per cent of citizens work in the 
agriculture sector. just one per 
cent have jobs related to hand-
crafts and 17 per cent work in 
the services sector, according 
to a news release by the pro-
vincial administration.

The committee will assemble 12 teams in five districts to register State, 
private, and indigenous land in Mondulkiri. moNDULKiri ToUriSm DEParTmENT

Ninety-two villagers have fallen ill in a mysterious outbreak in Poipet 
town, Banteay Meanchey province. SUPPLiED

Continued from page 1

to seek treatment at health 
centres and referral hospitals.

Blood samples, he said, have 
been sent to Institut Pasteur du 
Cambodge, the National Insti-
tute of Public Health and the 
provincial health department.

Chan Sangvat said the public 
will be informed when the 
results of blood tests come back 
from the three institutions.

The Poipet Referral Hospital 
noted that six patients were 
warded on Sunday following 
calls from the medical teams, 
and four more on Monday 
after it sent a working group to 
follow up on the outbreak.

It said the patients were 
treated free of charge. “The 

senior leadership of the hospi-
tal and the team of doctors 
have paid great attention to 
saving, treating and taking 
care of the patients.

“All patients have shown 
improved conditions so far. No 
one appears to be at serious 
risk,” it said.

Provincial health depart-
ment director Keo Sopheaktra 
told The Post on Tuesday that 
people exhibiting the telltale 
symptoms were told to main-
tain proper hygiene as rubella 
can be transmitted rather 
quickly via airborne droplets.

“The disease is not all that 
serious and is not transmitted 
by anything else. Once you 
contract rubella, it infects oth-
ers quickly,” he said.

‘All patients improve, 
no one at serious risk,’ 
Poipet hospital says

Ministries plan tourism skills 
training to boost job chances
Soth Koemsoeun

THE ministries of Tourism, 
and labour and Vocational 
Training have been developing 
programmes for young men 
and women in tourism and 
hospitality skills in Kratie, 
Stung Treng, Ratanakkiri, 
Mondulkiri and Preah Vihear 
provinces.

The programmes serve to 
develop professional skills 
and establish appropriate job 
opportunities in the tourism 
sector.

Tourism ministry spokes-
man Top Sopheak said the 
skills development programme 
is the second phase of tour-
ism-related vocational train-
ing and follows a recently 
completed four-year pro-
gramme that enrolled more 
than 2,000 young people from 
Preah Vihear, Stung Treng and 
Kratie provinces.

He said the second step will 
provide vocational education 
to young and low-skilled peo-
ple to access employment and 
increase income for their 
families.

“This project is in process 
and we are unsure how many 
participants will be involved 
in this training. But we have 
identified young people from 
the five target provinces. The 
project is meant to boost their 
skills as hoteliers, chefs and 
hospitality professionals,” 
Sopheak said.

He said the idea will also 

strengthen the skills of the 
ministry’s staff at the national 
and sub-national levels. 

“It creates a capable human 
resources function for the 
tourism sector. The provinces 
are eco-tourism destinations 
and this contributes to the 
creation of core training 
resources and core evaluators 
with clear professional skills”, 
Sopheak said.

Cambodia Hotel Association 
(CHA) president Clais Chenda 
said on Tuesday that she sup-
ports the project to train young 
men and women in tourism 

and hospitality because it helps 
young people gain the skills 
and experience to find jobs.

Chenda said the tourism 
sector’s level of service is still 
limited. Most staff do not have 
the personal and professional 
skills to work in the roles they 
are performing.

“Service in the tourism sec-
tor is still limited in Khmer, 
foreign languages and other 
technical skills. I think the 
ministry should consider more 
short courses or training to 
help them be able to do the job 
responsibly,” Chenda said.

The ministries of Tourism, and Labour and Vocational Training have 
been developing programmes for young men and women in tourism 
and hospitality skills in Kratie, Stung Treng, Ratanakkiri, Mondulkiri 
and Preah Vihear provinces. ToUriSm miNiSTrY



May Kunmakara

LONG known as an industrial 
zone that generates tens of 
thousands of jobs, the capital’s 
Veng Sreng area will welcome 
a new entrance of an attractive 
mix of much-loved homeg-
rown brands and internation-
al retailers, and a variety of 
dining options. 

Developed by Cambodian-
owned Urbanland and sched-
uled to launch in 2021, K Mall 
is set to tap into the Kingdom’s 
rising middle-class. 

Just minutes from the Stung 
Meanchey and Chaom Chao 
junctions, the community mall 
– a first in Veng Sreng – is stra-
tegically located on the famous 
Veng Sreng Boulevard. The mall 

is easily accessible via National 
Ring Road 3 and Hun Sen Boul-
evard from the South.  

With 12,000sqm of leasable 
space spread over three floors, 
K Mall exudes vibrancy with 
exciting food and beverage 
options, convenient grocery 
shopping, entertainment and 
stylish fashion offerings, creat-
ing a one-stop shop for the 
people’s daily needs. 

Hok Kang, managing director 
of Urbanland Asia Investment, 
said K Mall has achieved more 
than 50 per cent of its retail leas-
ing target and expect more to be 
signed in the coming months. 

“Buying into K Mall’s vision 
and its strategic location are 
some of the deciding factors 
for the support received from 

our retail partners. Much pre-
cision and details have been 
put into consideration of its 
interior design, bringing a 
whole new experience to shop-
pers and visitors. 

“We hope that our shoppers 
will enjoy the one-of-its-kind 
concept and modern architec-
ture, with an exciting tenant 
mix to cater to Cambodian 
lifestyle,” he said.  

Ann Sothida, the director 
CBRE Cambodia – the local 
affiliate of US commercial real 
estate services and investment 
firm CBRE Group Inc – said the 
mall market in Cambodia has 
been booming over the last few 
years. She said however that new 
players need to think of new 
ways to complement the existing 

ones in order to sustain. 
“K Mall is located along Veng 

Sreng Blvd, which is home to 
the capital’s lower and middle 
class. So the new tenants have 
to understand customer’s need 
and determine what to place 
in the mall. 

“It’s too early to say whether 
the mall will be successful. But 
I think it will be good in the 
next two years. Meanwhile, K 
Mall should differentiate itself 
and complement the mall 
market instead of competing 
with others,” she said. 

K Mall is part of the larger 
KMH Park, a new development 
masterplan by Urbanland Asia, 
which is a member of the ISI 
Group. In Phase 1, the six-hec-
tare development will include 

40 shophouses, a three-storey 
community mall, nine-storey 
office tower, football stadium, 
and leisure park. 

According to a CBRE Cam-

bodia report, as of the end of 
the first quarter of this year, 
there are 23 shopping malls 
totalling around 38ha in 
Phnom Penh.
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17300 17300 17300 17260

2 GTI 3250 - 3250 3250

3 PAS 15560 15500 15560 15420

4 PPAP 11520 11520 11520 11520

5 PPSP 2290 2250 2290 2250

6 PWSA 5600 5620 5620 5400

Date: July 21, 2020

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,093 1.3498 6.9907 107.27 4.2630 1.3901 31.69 0.7056 1.1445 1.2688

Continued from page 1

will grow around 25 per cent 
per annum, given the exten-
sive concessions accorded 
across a broad range of prod-
ucts,” he said.

Garment Manufacturers 
Association in Cambodia 
(GMAC) secretary-general Ken 
Loo previously told The Post 
that the FTA with China will 
strongly stimulate the King-
dom’s exports – not only in the 
garment sector.

There will be a greater flow 
of investment from China, he 
said.

“From what we have read 
from the Ministry of Com-
merce’s statement regarding 
the results of the third round 
of negotiations, exports from 
Cambodia are set to increase 
more than 20 per cent.

“At the same time, we will see 
more investment into the raw 
material supply for garment, 
footwear and travel goods, 
electronics and other indus-
tries. I believe the FTA will help 
other sectors much more than 
the garment sector,” said Loo.

Ministry of Economy and 
Finance permanent secretary 
of state Vongsey Vissoth told a 
press conference on July 8 that 
Prime Minister Hun Sen would 
lead a delegation of high rank-
ing officials to sign the FTA in 
Beijing on August 12.

China FTA 
beneficial 
to exports

CDC approves $31.7M animal farm
Hin Pisei

A
S PART of the gov-
ernment’s effort to 
secure private in-
vestments for food 

production, the Council for 
the Development of Cambo-
dia (CDC) earlier this week 
approved a $31.7 million 
investment project by Kang 
Hwa E&C (Cambodia) Co Ltd 
to build a commercial ani-
mal farm in Kampong Cham 
province.

The CDC permitted Kang 
Hwa E&C to build the farm, 
a processing plant and a 4.5 
MW solar power plant to be 
used there.

According to the provincial 
administration, there is cur-
rently one cattle farm, 15 pig 
farms, 17 chicken farms and 
15 duck farms in Kampong 
Cham.

Minister of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries Veng 
Sakhon told The Post on Tues-
day that investments in ani-
mal husbandry in Cambodia 
have steadily increased this 
year, with most funds being 
directed towards large-scale 
farms capable of exporting 
goods in the future.

Sakhon said the spread of 
Covid-19 has made investors 
more aware of the necessity 
of food.

“Animal husbandry in Cam-
bodia is evolving into a com-
mercialised industry, espe-
cially cattle and pig raising. 

The amount of investment in 
animal husbandry is higher 
than last year,” he said.

The current increase in ani-
mal husbandry, he added, is 
also a response to the govern-
ment’s policy to promote ag-
ricultural development.

Hong Vanak, an econom-
ics researcher at the Royal 
Academy of Cambodia, said 
investing in agriculture could 
be a big step forward for the 

Kingdom. In the past, the 
country regularly imported 
some meat products from 
neighbouring countries to 
meet domestic demand. 

“I think this is a good sign 
that not only will Cambodia 
be independent in supply-
ing domestic demand and 
be capable of exporting, it 
will also help create jobs for 
Cambodians,” he said.

He added that through gov-

ernment policies and favour-
able natural conditions, the 
agriculture sector in Cambodia 
will be stronger in the future.

Last Tuesday, Prime Minis-
ter Hun Sen said while visit-
ing farmers in Takeo prov-
ince’s Prey Kabas district 
that Cambodia must strive 
to strengthen its agriculture 
sector to export to the inter-
national market. 

He said the expansion of the 

agriculture sector is not only 
about rice exports, but also 
other products such as cas-
sava, mangoes, bananas and 
animal husbandry products.

“Cambodia must increase 
its capacity to produce what 
its people need and what the 
region and the world needs,” 
he said.

He added the spread of Covid-
19 shows that food demand is 
urgent, with some items being 
delayed or suspended.

“They can suspend travel, 
they can suspend buying 
clothes, they can suspend 
buying motorbikes and cars, 
but they cannot suspend buy-
ing things the stomach needs. 
So the countries that produce 
food are the ones that must 
be valued. The opportunity 
has come, we must turn this 
crisis into an opportunity for 
Cambodia,” he said.

On Monday, the CDC ap-
proved two other investment 
projects as well. The first is 
a cardboard factory owned 
by He Cheng Xing Packaging 
(Cambodia) Co Ltd in Phnom 
Penh’s Por Sen Chey district. 
The factory has a capital in-
vestment of about $2.3 mil-
lion and will create 180 jobs.

The second project is a leath-
er processing factory owned 
by Corium Leather (Cambo-
dia) Co Ltd located in Takeo 
province’s Samrong district. 
The factory received a capital 
investment of $2.5 million and 
will hire 291 employees. 

Investments in animal husbandry in Cambodia have steadily increased this year, with most funds being 
directed towards large-scale farms capable of exporting goods in the future. hong menea

K Mall is part of the larger KMH Park, a new development masterplan 
by Urbanland Asia, which is a member of the ISI Group. supplied

Capital’s bustling Veng Sreng to welcome new mall



RATANAKKIRI province’s two 
eastern neighbours, Gia Lai 
and Kon Tum in Vietnam’s 
Central Highlands region, have 
unveiled plans to expand mac-
adamia cultivation.

Gia Lai will grow the nut in 
coffee plantations and forests, 
its Department of Agriculture 
and Rural Development said.

The province has more than 
10,000ha of forest lands without 
forest trees, and macadamia trees 
could be planted there, it said.

Intercropping of macada-
mia trees in coffee farms would 
be increased as the former can 
provide shade and shield cof-
fee shrubs from winds besides 
providing an additional 
income equivalent to the 
income from coffee, it said.

The province has nearly 
100,000ha of coffee plantations 
where the macadamia could be 
intercropped, it added.

It shares a 19km frontier with 
Andong Meas district’s eastern 
Nhang commune and O’Yadav 
district’s Sesan, Pak Nhai, Yat-
ung and Pate communes in 
Cambodia’s Ratanakkiri.

The department’s deputy 
director Vu Ngoc An said mac-
adamia trees have been plant-
ed in the province since 2010 
mostly together with coffee.

Farmers normally intercrop 
100-150 macadamia trees per 
hectare of coffee field, he said.

The province has around 
600ha under macadamia, 
including 580ha in northeast-
ern Kbang district.

Kbang Bureau of Agriculture 
and Rural Development head 
Ma Van Tinh said farmers’ har-
vest of one to 1.5 tonnes of nuts 
per hectare in case of monocul-
ture and 500kg if intercropped.

They earn 50-150 million 
dong ($2,150-6,450) per hec-
tare per year, he said.

Raw nuts are bought for 
80,000-120,000 dong per 
kilogramme.

In recent years the decline in 
the prices of coffee, pepper 
and cashew, major crops in 
Gia Lai and Kon Tum, has 
caused many farmers to inter-
crop macadamia with coffee 
and pepper or switch com-
pletely to the nut to improve 
their livelihoods.

Macadamia offers higher 
incomes than coffee while the 
production cost is lower, farm-
ers have said.

Pham Van Vu planted 300 

macadamia trees in his 2ha 
coffee farm in Hai Yang com-
mune, Dak Doa district, Gia 
Lai in 2013, and they began to 
yield nuts three years later. 
“The harvest has been increas-
ing steadily since 2017.”

He harvested one tonne last 
year and earned more than 100 
million dong from it, he said.

He hopes to harvest 1.5 
tonnes of nuts this year and 
earn 160 million dong.

Traders rate the quality of 
macadamia in Hai Yang higher 
than in other places, and so 
farmers there do not need to 
worry about being able to sell 
their produce, he added.

Dak Doa district Agriculture 
Service Centre director Diep 
Dai Quoc said his centre plans 
to provide farmers with mac-
adamia seedlings for inter-
cropping on 5ha.

At 85km from Cambodia, 
Hai Yang would zone growing 
areas to develop macadamia 
into a specifically identified 

local product, he said.
The commune has 20ha under 

the nut, most of them interplant-
ed in old coffee orchards.

It has an establishment that 
buys raw nuts and produces 
macadamia essential oil and 
other products, which are sold 
to major cities like Ho Chi Minh 
City, Hanoi and Danang.

Meanwhile, Kon Tum prov-
ince, north of Gia Lai, plans to 
cultivate macadamia trees on 
1000ha by 2025, its Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Rural 
Development said.

It said the province is an 
ideal location for tropical trees 
that require high humidity.

It shares a 140km frontier 
with Taveng district’s eastern 
Taveng Loeu commune and 
Andong Meas district’s Nhang 
commune in Ratanakkiri.

Provincial Sub-department of 
Plant Protection director Doan 
Nang Ruong said for sustaina-
ble development, the Vietnam 
Macadamia Association (VMA) 
should provide quality seed-
lings to farmers, and province 
authorities should link enter-
prises across the country with 
local farmers to ensure demand 
for the nuts.

The department’s deputy 
director Tran Van Chuong too 
said the province needs the 
support of the association to 
source quality seedlings.

There are many sources of 
macadamia seeds in the market, 
but they offer low yields, are 
plagued by pests and result in 
low value, dissuading farmers 
from growing the trees, he said.

The provincial People’s Com-
mittee should offer incentives 
to attract investment in mac-
adamia processing, and the 
association should help iden-
tify businesses that buy mac-
adamia and make highly proc-
essed products, he added.

VMA deputy chairman 
Nguyen Lan Hung said Kon 
Tum has a lot of lands suitable 
for growing the nut, and inter-
cropping of macadamia with 
coffee should be increased 
since the former would also 
shield the coffee shrubs from 
the sun and winds.

Tran Trung Anh, a farmer in 

the province, said that, similar 
to Gia Lai, one to 1.5 tonnes of 
nuts could be harvested per 
hectare in case of monoculture 
and 500kg if intercropped.

It also nets farmers 50 to 150 
million dong per hectare per 
year, he said, with raw nuts 
bought for 80,000-120,000 dong 
per kilogramme as in its south-
ern provincial neighbour.

Kon Tum and Gia Lai have 
suitable climate and soil for 
macadamia plantation and 
convenient transport to places 
like Ho Chi Minh City and 
neighbouring provinces.

But having a source for seed-
lings is an important factor.

The association already has 
nurseries in the Central High-
lands region that provide qual-
ity seeds to farmers.

Macadamia trees have been 
planted in Kon Tum since 
2013, mostly together with cof-
fee. It has around 350ha under 
the nut now, whose output is 
estimated at 30 tonnes a year.

With its neighbours pushing 
for ramped-up macadamia 
production, will Ratanakkiri 
follow suit, given its similar 
climate and soil conditions? 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Recovering Thailand 
doesn’t need IMF help
T

HAILAND has no 
need to ask for help 
from the Internation-
al Monetary Fund 

despite Covid-19 causing a 
sharp economic contraction, 
capital outflows and deterio-
ration in the labour market, 
says the central bank’s chief.

Bank of Thailand governor 
Veerathai Santiprabhob (pic-
tured) acknowledged it would 
take time for the economy to 
recover to pre-pandemic lev-
els. But he vowed to extend this 
year’s 500 billion baht ($15.8 
billion) soft loans package into 
next year to fuel the recovery.

Veerathai was speaking at the 
central bank’s symposium on 
how local businesses can sur-
vive in the post-Covid-19 era.

The pandemic has hit econ-
omies around the world hard, 
prompting over 100 countries 
to ask for IMF rescue packages. 
But Thailand would not be one 
of them, said the BOT chief.

“For people raising con-
cerns over whether we will 
have to ask for IMF help, the 
answer is that we do not need 
it, despite 102 members al-
ready requesting IMF aid,” 
said Veerathai.

The Thai economy is ex-
pected to fall further than 
many in the region this year, 
with worse to come in the 
second quarter before it grad-
ually recovers, he said, fore-
casting the economy could 
return to pre-Covid-19 levels 
by the end of next year.

He said that no single policy 
could handle the current cri-
sis effectively, and the gov-
ernment needs to coordinate 
many policies and measures.

For its monetary policy, the 
central bank has this year cut 
its key policy rate three times to 
a historic low of 0.5 per cent.

Capital has flowed out of the 
country but not at an alarming 
rate, given that Thailand is still 
running a small current ac-
count surplus. So the country 
could maintain a low interest 
rate, he said. However, local fi-
nancial markets are also flood-
ed with liquidity, which togeth-
er with excess liquidity in the 
global market could cause the 
baht exchange rate to fluctuate 
greatly, he cautioned.

“The central bank’s big-
gest concern is employment, 
because the Covid-19 pan-
demic has adversely affected 
the labour market in both the 
services and manufacturing 
sectors, where large numbers 
of workers were laid off,” he 
said. Even if the pandemic 
situation improves, many 
workers may not be able re-
turn to work, he warned.

He pointed out that current 
overcapacity and many facto-
ries had also installed robots 
to replace workers.

As a result, new graduates 
will find it more difficult to get 
jobs over the next two years.

“The challenge during this 
two-year period of how to 
ensure new graduates aren’t 
scarred is a cause for con-
cern,” he warned.

He was optimistic, however, 
that bad debt in the banking sys-
tem will not lead to a repeat of 
the 1997 Asian financial crisis.

“The impact of Covid-19 
will definitely see non-per-
forming loans [NPLs] rise, but 
as we have implemented pre-
emptive measures, NPLs will 
not spike,” he said.

Debt restructuring will allow 
everyone to survive and avoid 
the prospect of a 1997 finan-
cial crisis scenario, he said.

Regarding its soft loan pack-
age, the central bank will ex-
tend the deadline for applica-
tions from the end of this year 
to the end of 2021, he said.

Moreover, the central bank 
is in talks with the Thai Credit 
Guarantee Corp(TCG) over 
credit insurance after the 
two-year soft loan 
package ends, Veer-
athai added.

The central bank 
predicts the Thai 
economy will 
contract 8.1 
per cent 
this year as 
exports and 
tourism are 
hard hit by the 
virus crisis. It 
forecasts the 
econo-

my will now gradually start to 
recover as lockdown restric-
tions have been eased.

Meanwhile, Somkiat Tangkit-
vanich, president of the Thai-
land Development Research 
Institute, predicted a rise in 
the number of poor along with 
a deterioration of the govern-
ment’s fiscal position in the 
next five or six years.

The virus impact will see 
more people working from 
home. For businesses to sur-
vive, they have to cut costs, di-
versify risk and connect with 
networks. Holding cash will be 
the best option, he suggested.

Strong businesses may have 
an opportunity to ac-

quire small region-
al businesses at 

cheaper pric-
es. New busi-
nesses may 
emerge, as 
did e-com-

merce giant 
Alibaba when 

SARS hit China 
last decade, he 

added. THE NATION 

(THAILAND)/ANN

Farmers normally intercrop 100-150 macadamia trees per hectare of coffee field. Afp

R’kiri neighbours expand 
macadamia cultivation

Macadamia offers higher 
incomes than coffee while the 

production cost is lower



Vietnam says 
new airlines 
not allowed 
until 2022

No new airlines will be al-
lowed to open in Vietnam 
until 2022 at the earliest, 

Deputy Prime Minister Trinh 
Dinh Dung has announced.

Dung said until the aviation 
industry has fully recovered 
from the fall-out of the Covid-19 
pandemic, no new airlines will 
be considered.

His ruling conforms propos-
als submitted by the Ministry of 
Transport (MoT) in May.

The announcement will come 
as a blow to a number of new 
airlines that were hoping to take 
to the skies soon.

Kite Air of hospitality group 
Thien Minh and Vietstar Airlines 
of Vietstar Airlines Multirole 
Corporation were racing for 
permits.

With the ministry’s decision, 
these airlines must continue to 
wait for permits.

Minister of Transport Nguyen 
Van The said: “In the most 
optimistic scenario, only in 2022, 
the local aviation market could 
reach the result it did in 2019.”

According to the ministry, 
Viet Nam has 214 aircraft, but 
right now less than half are 
being used.

To ensure the State manage-
ment of aviation to develop sus-
tainably in the future, the MoT 
suggested focusing on restoring 
the domestic air travel and solv-
ing the difficulties for the local 
airlines. VIET NAM NEWS
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Australia extends record stimulus 
spending as ‘Covid recession’ looms
A

uSTRAlIA will extend 
record stimulus 
spending into next 
year, the government 

announced on Tuesday, out-
lining multibillion-dollar 
measures to shield the labour 
market from the ravages of the 
rolling coronavirus crisis.

Prime Minister Scott Mor-
rison said that supplements 
to the unemployed and busi-
nesses struggling to retain 
staff would continue until at 
least the end of the year, and 
likely beyond.

With Australia poised to fall 
into its first recession in al-
most 30 years and struggling 
to tame now double-digit un-
employment, the government 
will increase stimulus spend-
ing on two income support 
programmes to around A$86 
billion (uS$60 billion).

The government has al-
ready doled out around $30 
billion to almost one million 
companies which have seen 
their turnover slashed.

The money has allowed 
around 3.5 million staff to be 
retained, according to gov-
ernment estimates.

Morrison, who dubbed 
it the “Covid-19 recession”, 
said the stimulus programme 
“has saved businesses and it 
has saved livelihoods”, as he 
announced measures that 
would trash his much-vaunt-

ed election promise to deliver 
a budget surplus this year.

In a move to limit the dam-
age to public coffers, he said 
aid would be slightly less gen-
erous and recipients would 
face tougher requirements to 
gain access.

Still, Treasurer josh Fryden-
berg described the support 
package as “the largest single 
economic measure” any Aus-
tralian government had ever 

launched, and said the hit to 
the economy was the biggest 
in at least 100 years.

Rolling crisis 
The announcement came 

after roughly five million Aus-
tralians in the country’s sec-
ond-largest city Melbourne re-
entered lockdown in a bid to 
stop a new wave of the virus.

Two million Australians 
lost their jobs or saw hours 
significantly cut between 

February and May, and the 
Melbourne outbreak may 
compound the crisis.

Australia has detected more 
than 12,000 cases of Covid-19 
and there are currently 3,000 
active cases of coronavirus in 
Victoria, the state which in-
cludes Melbourne.

Analysts with AMP Capi-
tal predicted the Melbourne 
lockdown wound mean un-
employment was unlikely to 

fall below 10 percent before 
September, when the support 
programmes had been due to 
elapse.

“Continued income sup-
port was essential,” said AMP 
chief economist Shane Oli-
ver. “Given the likely long tail 
of high unemployment, its 
likely that income support 
measures will also have to be 
extended next year.”

Victoria Premier Daniel 
Andrews praised Melbourne 
residents for their widespread 
adoption of masks in public, 
ahead of it becoming com-
pulsory in the city from mid-
night Wednesday.

“It makes a massive differ-
ence, a profound contribution, 
to our fight against this enemy,” 
he told a press conference.

Andrews also welcomed the 
continuation of federal stimu-
lus spending, saying local gov-
ernment would likely roll out 
more economic support mea-
sures to those industries strug-
gling in the hard-hit state.

“Wherever is the greatest 
hardship will be the greatest 
degree of support and I think 
that is a really important prin-
ciple,” he said.

“In practical terms it will 
make a big difference to peo-
ple knowing that support will 
be there not until September, 
but indeed quite some time 
after that.” AFP

Supplements to the unemployed and businesses struggling to retain staff would continue until at least the 
end of the year, and likely beyond. AFP

Ant Group plans concurrent 
IPOs in Shanghai, Hong Kong
ANT Group, which operates the mobile payment 
service Alipay, said on Monday that it has started 
discussions for a concurrent listing of its shares 
on the Shanghai and Hong Kong bourses.

The decision to float shares on the STAR Mar-
ket in Shanghai, a Nasdaq-like board, as well as 
the Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing ltd, will 
“help the company accelerate its goal of digitis-
ing the service industry in China and driving 
domestic demand”, said a statement issued by 
the fintech giant and affiliate of e-commerce 
giant Alibaba Group Holding ltd.

“The innovative measures implemented by the 
Shanghai STAR Market and the stock exchange 
of Hong Kong have opened the door for global 
investors to access leading-edge technology 
companies from the most dynamic economies 
in the world, and for those companies to have 
access to the capital markets,” Ant executive 
chairman Eric jing said in a news release.

Ant did not disclose the size of its planned listing 
nor the timing. But the Hangzhou-based com-
pany is targeting a valuation of more than $200 
billion, according to sources quoted by Reuters.

Ant, which provides services from digital 
payment to online financing, said it aims to 
create the infrastructure and platform to sup-
port the digital transformation of the service 
industry. It also strives to “enable all consum-
ers and small businesses to have equal access 
to financial and other services that are inclu-
sive, green and sustainable”.

“Becoming a public company will enhance 
transparency to our stakeholders, including 
customers, business partners, employees, 
shareholders and regulators,” jing said. 
“Through our commitment to serving the 
underserved, we make it possible for the whole 
of society to share our growth.”

Charles li, chief executive of the Hong Kong 
bourse, said in a tweet that they look forward 
to welcoming the world’s most innovative and 
progressive global companies.

“We are delighted that Ant Group has today 

confirmed that they will be seeking a listing on 
HKEX,” li said. “Their intention to float an IPO 
in Hong Kong, as well as in the mainland mar-
ket, affirms Hong Kong’s role as the world’s 
leading international IPO market.”

In a separate statement, the Shanghai Stock 
Exchange said Ant’s decision demonstrates the 
attraction and global competitiveness of the 
STAR Market as the “first choice” for innovative 
technology companies in China to get listed.

“The Shanghai Stock Exchange will hold on to 
the mission of the STAR Market and continue to 
support more high-quality companies to apply 
for listing. We will improve and expand the STAR 
Market to promote the high-quality develop-
ment of the Chinese economy,” it said.

A concurrent listing on the two exchanges 
would be the first such fundraising exercise by a 
privately held company. Alipay and its local wal-
let partners served more than 1.2 billion users 
across the world by june 2019, the company said 
in October. CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Ant said it aims to create the infrastructure and 
platform to support the digital transformation of the 
service industry. LONg WEI/CHINA DAILY



A GERMAN man goes on trial 
on Tuesday for a deadly shoot-
ing targeting Jews in the east-
ern city of Halle last year, one 
of the worst acts of anti-Semit-
ic violence in Germany’s post-
war history.

Stephan Balliet, 28, is accused 
of shooting dead two people in 
October after he tried and 
failed to storm a synagogue.

He has been charged with two 
counts of murder and multiple 
counts of attempted murder.

Prosecutors say Balliet used 
explosives and firearms to try 
to gain access to the synagogue, 
where 52 worshippers were cel-
ebrating Yom Kippur, the holi-
est day in the Jewish calendar.

After failing to break through 
the synagogue’s locked wood-
en door, he shot dead a female 
passer-by and a man in a near-
by kebab shop.

He filmed the assault and 
livestreamed it on the internet. 

The attack shocked Germany 
and fuelled alarm about rising 
right-wing extremism and anti-
Jewish violence, 75 years after 
the end of the Nazi era.

Chancellor Angela Merkel, 
who attended a vigil at a Ber-
lin synagogue after the attack, 
said the bloodshed in Halle 
showed Germany had “to do 

more” to protect Jews.
Prosecutors said Balliet made 

a “very comprehensive” con-
fession, confirming “far-right 
and anti-Semitic motives”.

Balliet also published docu-
ments online that called for 
the killing of all Jews.

His video of the attack will be 
shown in court. Balliet faces an 
additional charge of incitement 
to hatred for denying the Holo-
caust in the footage.

A report in the Spiegel mag-
azine said a psychological 
assessment of Balliet conclud-
ed that he has a complex per-
sonality disorder with ele-
ments of autism.

However, he was deemed to 
be aware of his actions and not 
exempt from criminal respon-
sibility, the report said.

Baillet “described the fatal 
shots fired at his two victims 
in Halle without emotion” and 

appeared disappointed that he 
had failed in his attempt to 
enter the synagogue, psychia-
trist Norbert Leygraf was cited 
as saying. 

If convicted, Baillet could 
face life in prison.

The trial is being held at the 
district court in Magdeburg 
and scheduled to last until 
mid-October.

The synagogue’s heavy wood-
en door still bears the bullet 

holes from the assault and will 
soon be removed and used for 
a communal art project. 

President Frank-Walter Stein-
meier, seen by many as Ger-
many’s moral compass, said in 
his Christmas speech last 
December that it was “a mira-
cle” the door had resisted the 
attack, saving dozens of lives.

“It also symbolises what we 
stand for. Are we strong and 
resistant? Do we stand by each 
other enough?” he asked.

The Halle attack came three 
months after the murder of 
local pro-migrant politician 
Walter Luebcke in the western 
city of Kassel, allegedly by a 
known neo-Nazi.

The trial, in that case, began 
last month, with prosecutors 
claiming 46-year-old suspect 
Stephan Ernst was motivated 
by “extreme right-wing politi-
cal convictions”.

In February this year, a gun-
man with apparent far-right 
beliefs killed nine people at a 
shisha bar and a cafe in the city 
of Hanau, near Frankfurt.

Interior Minister Horst See-
hofer has since declared far-
right extremism the “biggest 
security threat facing Germa-
ny”, promising a beefed-up 
security response. AFP
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South Korea’s first-ever 
military communication 
satellite launched in US
SOUTH Korea’s first-ever 
military communications 
satellite has been successfully 
launched by private operator 
SpaceX, Seoul said on 
Tuesday, as it looks to build up 
its defence capabilities.
The ANASIS-II is intended to 
enhance the South’s ability to 
defend itself against the 
nuclear-armed North, which 
invaded in 1950.
A Falcon 9 rocket carrying the 
satellite blasted off from Cape 
Canaveral Air Force Station in 
Florida, Seoul’s Defence 
Acquisition Programme 
Administration (DAPA) said in 
a statement.
SpaceX confirmed the satellite 
deployed about 32 minutes 
after lift-off, on Monday 
afternoon local time.
DAPA said the launch made 
South Korea the 10th country 
in the world to own a military-
only communications satellite, 
which will provide “permanent 
and secured military 
communications”.
The satellite is expected to 
reach its orbit of 36,000km in 
two weeks and South Korea’s 
military will take over the 
system in October after 
testing, it added.
Seoul is looking to enhance its 
military capabilities as it 
pushes to end an arrangement 
under which, if war breaks out, 
American commanders will 
have authority over their 
combined forces.AFP

China gov’t threatens 
‘consequences’ over 
UK extradition move
CHINA on Tuesday warned of 
“consequences” after Britain 
suspended its extradition 
treaty with Hong Kong in 
protest of a controversial new 
security law in the territory.
London’s decision threatened 
to put Sino-British ties under 
further strain, days after the UK 
vowed to remove all Huawei 5G 
equipment from its networks, 
and as British politicians 
criticise China for its treatment 
of ethnic minority groups.
A statement on the website of 
the Chinese embassy in Britain 
criticised the suspension of the 
treaty and said: “The UK side 
has gone even further down the 
wrong road”.
“China urges the UK side to 
immediately stop interfering in 
Hong Kong affairs, which are 
China’s internal affairs,” the 
statement said.
Australian Foreign Secretary 
Dominic Raab confirmed the 
widely expected move in 
parliament on Monday, despite 
repeated Chinese warnings 
that Britain was making a 
grave foreign policy error and 
risked reprisals.
“The government has decided 
to suspend the extradition 
treaty immediately and 
indefinitely,” he said, adding 
that the security law 
undermines key British 
assumptions about the 
extradition treaty. AFP

Trump backs 
masks, Eu aid 
plan approved
u

S PRESIDENT Don-
ald Trump changed 
his tune in favour 
of face masks as a 

tool to combat the novel coro-
navirus in the uS, as European 
leaders on Tuesday agreed on 
a massive aid package for their 
pandemic-ravaged economies.

The virus has infected more 
than 14.6 million people and 
killed over 600,000 of them, 
with a fresh alarm being 
sounded over its accelerating 
spread in Africa.

And despite rising hopes for 
two vaccine candidates, there 
are few options available to 
combat the spread of Covid-
19, though they do include 
face masks – which Trump 
and his political allies refused 
to encourage for months.

But he changed direction on 
Monday, tweeting a photo of 
himself wearing a mask with 
the message: “We are united 
in our effort to defeat the In-
visible China Virus, and many 
people say that it is Patriotic 
to wear a face mask when you 
can’t socially distance.”

uS authorities are strug-
gling to handle the crisis 
as infections surge towards 
four million, with more than 
140,000 deaths, and Trump 
has been slammed for his 

management of the crisis.
The president is scrambling 

to respond to public anger 
just over 100 days from the 
November election, with the 
human toll rising and the uS 
economy devastated.

Tens of millions of Ameri-
cans have been left jobless, 
and the extra unemployment 
benefits keeping some from 
poverty are set to expire at the 
end of this month.

Diana Yitbarek, 44, who has 
been unemployed since April, 
said: “I’m still struggling to 
pay the bills and I’m still look-
ing for a job. And nowadays 
it’s hard to find one because 
everything is closed.”

Across the Atlantic, Eu-
ropean leaders agreed on a 
landmark stimulus package 
worth €750 billion ($858 bil-
lion) to help pull the bloc out 
of the deepest recession in its 
history.

The package will send tens 
of billions of euros to coun-
tries hit hardest by the virus, 
most notably heavily indebt-
ed Spain and Italy that had 
lobbied hard for a major ges-
ture from their Eu partners.

“Deal!” tweeted Eu Council 
chief Charles Michel, whose 
job was to guide the talks, 
which saw strong resistance 

from some countries against 
sending money to nations 
they consider too lax with 
public spending.

With even richer nations 
struggling, experts have 
warned that the impact would 
be harshest in poorer regions 
of the world like Africa.

There are fresh concerns 
about the continent, particu-
larly South Africa, where the 
death toll crossed 5,000 over 
the weekend.

The South Africa situation 
could be “a warning” for the 
rest of the continent, the World 
Health Organisation’s emer-
gency chief Michael Ryan said.

“I am very concerned right 
now that we are beginning 
to see an acceleration of dis-

ease in Africa,” he added.
Latin America has already 

been hammered, with Brazil 
– the second worst-hit nation 
– crossing 80,000 deaths on 
Monday.

Two studies offered new 
hope on Monday of a poten-
tial vaccine, however.

One trial among more 
than 1,000 adults in Britain 
found that a vaccine-induced 
“strong antibody and T cell 
immune responses” against 
the novel coronavirus. 

A separate trial in China in-
volving more than 500 people 
showed most had developed 
widespread antibody im-
mune response.

An effective vaccine is con-
sidered key for a return to nor-

mality, particularly for travel 
and large religious gatherings 
like the Hajj.

The massive annual Is-
lamic pilgrimage has been 
dramatically scaled down by 
Saudi authorities this year to 
around 1,000 compared with 
the usual 2.5 million people.

until a vaccine is developed, 
many fear they will have to 
balance the Covid-19 risk with 
the need to make ends meet.

“We have to learn to live 
with the virus,” said Daniel 
Bailo, a vendor at a hiking and 
fishing store in Argentina’s 
capital Buenos Aires.

“If we don’t, the economic 
damage will be worse than 
the damage caused by the vi-
rus.” AFP

Man on trial for synagogue attack in Germany

US President Donald Trump is scrambling to respond to public anger just over 100 days from the November 
election, with the human toll rising and the US economy devastated. AFP

Stephan Balliet is accused of shooting dead two people after an attempt to storm a synagogue in Halle. AFP



THE Malaysian government pumped 
in an economic stimulus package 
worth some 295 billion ringgit ($69.2 
billion) aimed at helping Malaysians 
and businesses tide over during the 
movement control order (MCO), says 
Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin.

If the MCO had to be enforced again, 
it would be counterproductive to the 
efforts made by the government, and 
the nation would stand to lose two bil-
lion ringgit daily while millions of Ma-
laysians would also lose their source 
of income, said Muhyiddin.

Over 2.75 million jobs have been 
saved under the wage subsidy and 
worker retention programme intro-
duced under the Prihatin and Pen-
jana economic recovery packages in-
troduced by the government, he said.

“Besides that, over 800,000 busi-
nesses, including micro and small 
and medium enterprises (SMEs) be-
came beneficiaries of these packages.

“These packages were estimated 
to have contributed to more than 
three per cent of the country’s gross 
domestic product (GDP) this year.

“If the MCO had to be enforced 
again, one of the impacts would in-
clude the estimated GDP growth in 
2021 not being achieved.

“Businesses would have to close 
again and the unemployment rate 
which was at 5.3 per cent in May 
2020 might increase sharply.

“This is something that we must 
avoid, ” he said during a televised 
special address on Monday.

Spelling out some initiatives rolled 
out by the Perikatan Nasional govern-
ment during the MCO, Muhyiddin 
said to date, 11.14 billion ringgit has 
been channelled to 10.4 million Ban-
tuan Prihatin Nasional aid recipients.

As many as 1.4 million e-hailing 
drivers have also received cash al-
lowance of 500 ringgit, amounting 
to 34 million ringgit in total while 
477,000 taxi drivers, tour guides and 
bus drivers had received cash allow-
ance of 600 ringgit or a total of 28.8 
million ringgit.

“As many as 7.7 million consumers 
also received a 50 per cent discount 
on their electric bill worth 312.32 
ringgit in total and 1.4 million us-
ers received a 15 per cent discount 
worth 185.75 million ringgit.

“Meanwhile, 65 per cent of house-
holds received the moratorium on 
bank loan payments altogether 
worth 38.4 billion, ” he said.

In aid for entrepreneurs, Muhyiddin 

said as many as 545,000 micro-entre-
preneurs had received the Prihatin 
special grant worth 1.6 billion ringgit 
in total.

A total of 7,000 people received the 
Bank Simpanan Nasional microcre-
dit facility worth 247 million ringgit 
while over 23,000 people received 
the Tekun microcredit facility worth 
177 million ringgit.

“Wage subsidy amounting to 7.4 bil-
lion ringgit has also been channelled. 
This initiative has given benefits to 
834,000 employers and 6.7 million 
workers nationwide, ” he added.

Muhyiddin said he believed that many 
Malaysians affected by the Covid-19 
pandemic had received benefits from 
the government’s aid programmes. THE 

STAR (MALAYSIA)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

T
RUST in key Thai in-
stitutions has been 
broken among the 
new generation and 

pro-democracy alliances.
The political gathering on 

Saturday evening was the 
largest street demonstration 
against the government over 
the past six years, since the 
2014 military coup. This points 
to a momentum for new polit-
ical forces driven largely by the 
young generation.

Over 1,000 youth and pro-
democracy alliances joined 
the protest organised by Free 
Youth movement and the Stu-
dent Union of Thailand at De-
mocracy Monument in Bang-
kok. Many observers were of 
the view that the turnout was 
larger than expected.

The large political protest 
gains significance as it was 
against the backdrop of the 
Covid-19 pandemic and 
threw a challenge to authori-
ties to use their power under 
the emergency decree.

It was also the first major 
street protest following sev-
eral flash mobs organised 
in universities and second-
ary schools in February be-
fore the coronavirus started 
spreading.

Students paused their politi-
cal activities during the pan-
demic, and the government, 
due to fears of the infection 
spreading rapidly, imposed 
lockdowns, declared a state of 
emergency and night curfews.

Now that many lockdown 
restrictions have been re-
laxed, except the state of 
emergency, student activism 
is returning to the political 
arena with more fervour.

“I have no fear, I signed a 
death warrant when I left Ray-
ong to join today’s protest,” 
Mike-Panupong Jatnork, a 
determined 23-year-old from 
eastern Rayong province, said 
in his speech at the protest 
site on Saturday.

He is among youth groups 

who protested against Prime 
Minister Prayut Chan-o-
cha when the PM visited the 
province on July 15, following 
public outrage over a virus-in-
fected Egyptian soldier being 
allowed by Thai authorities to 
freely roam the province.

“I told my mother don’t 
worry about me and she said 
she supported my cause as it 
was for the good of the coun-
try,” said Mike-Panupong, a 
pro-democracy leader of the 
youth network in the east-
ern region.

Several key events led to stu-
dents’ large street protest on 
Saturday. The turning point 
was when the Constitutional 
Court disbanded the Future 
Forward Party in February. 
Before that, Thailand’s judi-
ciary had already been widely 
criticised for taking sides with 
the military since it toppled an 
elected government in 2014.

“Independent organisa-
tions are not independent, 
as those running such or-

ganisations were picked by 
the previous military govern-
ment,” said Titipol Phakde-
ewanich, dean of the faculty 
of political science at Ubon 
Rathchathani University.

Many political observers 
are worried about the safety 
of youth protesters and other 
political activists. “Even uni-
versity administrators have 
been muzzled by the govern-
ment via annual budget allo-
cation tools,” said Titipol.

Prayut himself issued a pub-
lic threat to a member of the 
opposition party during an 
annual budget debate in Par-
liament. “Beware”, Prayut said 
threateningly during the an-
nual budget bill debate on July 
3, sparking protests in Parlia-
ment from the Move Forward 
Party and on social media 
platforms among netizens.

“Stop intimidating peo-
ple” is among three key de-
mands of the protesters, the 
other two being dissolving 
Parliament and writing a 

new Constitution.
The Prayut government is 

accused of using the state of 
emergency and other draco-
nian security laws to silence 
political voices, though Pr-
ayut denies the accusations.

Anusorn Tamajai, chair-
man of Pridi Banomyong In-
stitute, supports the idea of 
rewriting the Constitution, 
to make it more democratic.

“Now top-down reform is 
needed, to ensure a smooth 
political transition,” he said.

Titipol does not think 
there will be any immediate 
changes in Thai politics, as 
he believes the current gov-
ernment will stay in power 
for its full four-year term. 
“We may see major changes 
in the next general election,” 
Titipol added.

A recent political poll 
showed that Move Forward 
Party, a successor to the 
now-disbanded Future For-
ward Party, was the most fa-
voured by respondents.

“We will do our best to 
put forward reforms for the 
country, including fighting 
to cut the military budget,” 
said Teerajchai Phunthumas, 
the Move Forward Party MP.

Critics believe the govern-
ment is delaying local elec-
tions because they fear the 
rise of Move Forward Party, 
given that protests against 
the government have inten-
sified this year.

A large number of first-time 
voters and pro-democracy 
groups had voted for the Fu-
ture Forward Party during 
a generational election in 
March last year. Now the par-
ty is fighting in Parliament, 
while its supporters have tak-
en the fight to the streets.

Free Youth has vowed 
to organise street protests 
again if the government 
does not respond to their 
demands within 14 days.

Prayut himself is facing 
political chaos in the co-
alition government led by 
Phalang Pracharat Party, as 
four key ministers quit the 
Cabinet and the ruling party 
recently due to infighting in 
Phalang Pracharat.

Combined with a sharp 
economic contraction caused 
by the Covid-19 fallout, these 
factors have led to a loss of 
confidence in the government 
among the general public, not 
just the youth.

Thailand is obviously un-
der high political pressure 
on many fronts, as more and 
more people are demanding 
change.

The new generation and 
pro-democracy alliances 
demand full participation in 
decision-making and want 
transparency in how the 
country is run.

They have shown that they 
have completely lost faith 
and patience in the roles of 
key institutions and are fight-
ing to create new democratic 
ones. THE NATION (THAILAND)/ANN
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THE top leader of Southeast Asian 
terror group Jemaah Islamiah (JI) 
was sentenced to seven years’ jail on 
Monday by an Indonesian court for 
inciting others to commit an act of 
terrorism. Para Wijayanto, 56, was 
named as the emir of JI in 2009.

Prosecutors said he was instru-
mental in recruiting, training and 
raising funds for Indonesian mili-
tants who went to Syria between 
2012 and 2018 to fight alongside 
those opposed to the regime of Pres-
ident Bashar al-Assad.

He and his wife were arrested on the 
outskirts of Jakarta in July last year.

“The defendant purposely incited 
others to commit terrorism,” presid-
ing judge Alex Adam Faisal said at a 
hearing room at East Jakarta district 
court. Wijayanto was not in court for 
the verdict and followed proceedings 
through video conference from a 
lock-up at the Jakarta police station.

The judge, who described Wijayan-
to as being educated, knowledge-
able and have good communication 
skills, stressed that JI was banned by 
the Indonesian government.

The JI network, which is affiliated 
to terror group Al-Qaeda, was behind 
the most deadly terror attack in the 
country – the Bali bombings in 2002 
which killed more than 200 people, 
many of whom were foreigners.

Prosecutors said Wijayanto, who 
is also known as Abu Faiz, sent two 
fellow militants, Patria and Askary, 
to Syria in 2012 to establish contact 
with the Free Syrian Army and Jab-
hat al-Nusra, a terror organisation 
fighting government forces in the 
Syrian civil war.

Both militants were tasked with 
evaluating and mapping out pos-
sible routes for other Indonesian 
militants to travel to Syria. It is not 
known how many Indonesian mili-
tants were eventually sent to the 
war-torn country.

The objective, said prosecutors, 
was for those militants to eventually 
return to Indonesia and use their 
battle experience to establish an Is-
lamic state at home.

“The defendant . . . had wished to 
proclaim an Islamic state based on 
syariah law in a region where the 
people accept Islam as the national 
principle . . . and to expand the ter-
ritory worldwide . . . and to free any 
country under the control of infi-
dels,” the indictment read. “With 
such a plan, JI would some day want 
to create chaos in Indonesia that 
would, in turn, induce fear and in-
security among the general public.”

Police believe the JI has been recon-
stituted and are calling it “Neo-JI” as 
it goes about recruiting members to 
achieve its aim of setting up a caliph-
ate in Indonesia, former police spokes-
man Dedi Prasetyo said last year.

Security agencies say the original 
JI was decimated in Indonesia fol-
lowing a series of operations, but 
counter-terrorism experts have 
warned that young militants are con-
tinuing to be recruited and the terror 
network may have expanded in the 
country to a 2,000-strong force. The 
“Neo-JI” term was coined by the po-
lice to describe this new threat.

Under Wijayanto’s leadership, JI 
was active in courting local clerics 
and was setting up Islamic boarding 
schools. It was also running busi-
nesses to raise funds while provid-
ing entrepreneurship training for 
members. THE STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

JI head gets 
seven years 
for ‘inciting 
terrorism’

Thai gov’t faces growing rebellion

M’sia gives $69B to help citizens, businesses

Police attempt to hold back protesters from entering the Democracy Monument to hold an anti-govern-
ment demonstration in Bangkok on Saturday. AfP

A vendor waits for customers at a headscarve shop in Kuala Lumpur. Millions of  
Malaysians would lose their source of income If the MCO had to be enforced again. AfP
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M
ANy countries have 
voiced concerns for 
being forced to choose 
between China and the 

uS amid the two countries’ rising 
disputes on trade and national secu-
rity, and their refusal to make such a 
choice will be critical to the future of 
a multilateral world.

Singaporean Prime Minister lee 
Hsien loong last month said South-
east Asian countries are especially 
concerned, and must avoid being 
caught in the middle or forced into 
making invidious choices.

Other Asian nations, too, don’t want 
to be forced to choose between Chi-
na and the uS, he added.

Eu foreign policy chief josep Borrell 
has repeatedly said the Eu does not 
want to choose sides between China 
and the uS, and instead would use its 
own interests and values as a compass 
to chart its future course of action.

The leaders of African and latin 
American countries, too, have 
expressed similar concerns.

yet Beijing has not forced any 
country to choose sides. It is Wash-
ington that has been coercing coun-
tries to make such a choice by abus-
ing its economic, financial, 
technological and military might.

The uK government’s announce-
ment on july 14 that it would stop 
purchasing Huawei Technologies Co 
ltd’s telecommunications equipment 
by the end of this year and exclude 
Huawei from its 5G network by 2027 is 

a typical example of a country being 
forced to choose sides by the uS.

This is borne out by the fact that uS 
President Donald Trump claimed cred-
it for the uK’s decision just hours after 
the latter made the announcement.

Speaking at a news conference in 
the Rose Garden, Trump said: “We 
convinced many countries, many 
countries, and I did this myself for 
the most part. I talked many coun-
tries out of using it.”

Apart from banning Huawei from uS 
networks and prohibiting the Chinese 
telecom giant from using chips made 
by uS companies, Washington has also 
declared that it will not share intelli-
gence with partner countries that allow 

Huawei to help build or use Huawei 
equipment in their 5G networks.

Also, Vice-President Mike Pence and 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo have 
made multiple trips to Europe as part of 
the uS’ coercive diplomacy and smear 
campaign against China and Huawei.

And uS National Security Adviser Rob-
ert O’Brien’s visit to Europe this week 
was also part of the same “mission”.

The uK buckling under uS pres-
sure is exactly the kind of scenario 
that many countries want to avoid.

The u-turn Britain has made on its 
decision in january to allow 35 per cent 
of Huawei equipment has not only 
undermined the British government’s 
credibility, it will also delay its 5G roll-

out by two to three years, and cost it 
billions of dollars, not to mention the 
souring of China-uK relations.

Further, the uK’s capitulation will 
encourage the uS to bully other 
countries on the pretext of national 
security concerns, and violate inter-
national norms.

The uK learned a bloody lesson by 
following the uS into the 2003 Iraq 
war, which was launched based on 
lies and uS coercion that “you are 
either with us or with the enemy”.

The good news is that Germany 
and several other Eu member states 
have said that they will not ban any 
vendor completely from their 5G net-
works, which reflects the Eu’s princi-
ple of making its own independent 
decision and championing multilat-
eralism, which is its motto for the 
upcoming 75th annual session of the 
uN General Assembly.

Most countries have suffered the 
negative impacts of unilateralism 
and trade protectionism practiced by 
the uS over the past three and half 
years, and realised the devastating 
effects of the uS policies.

And the Covid-19 pandemic has fur-
ther exposed the wrong direction the 
uS could lead its people and world into.

The uS’ efforts to destroy Huawei 
instead of taking measures to 
strengthen its enterprises and boost 
its economy by containing the novel 
coronavirus at home is nothing but a 
zero-sum game which all countries 
should reject and condemn. CHINA DAI-

LY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

THE age of space develop-
ment has shifted from a state-
led era to one in which private 
companies play a leading 
role. It is important for japan 
to utilise the private sector to 
keep pace with global trends.

The government has com-
piled the Basic Plan for Space 
Policy as a guideline for future 
space policy. Currently, the 
japanese space industry is an 
about one trillion yen ($9.3 
billion) market, but the gov-
ernment plans to double that 
figure by the early 2030s.

until now, the state has been 
responsible for space develop-
ment, which costs a lot of mon-
ey. With the cost of launching 
rockets decreasing in recent 
years, businesses that use small 
satellites for communications 

and big data analysis are 
thought to be promising.

It is necessary to nurture 
new markets by incorporat-
ing such technologies as 
autonomous driving.

The uS National Aeronau-
tics and Space Administration 
(NASA) has outsourced the 
transportation of supplies 
and personnel to the private 
sector since the retirement of 
its space shuttle fleet.

In May, start-up Space 
Exploration Technologies 
Corp (SpaceX) successfully 
sent two astronauts to the 
International Space Station 
(ISS) on its own spacecraft.

This marked a major turn-
ing point in reviewing the 
roles of the government and 
the private sector, and utilis-

ing the vitality of the private 
sector for space development 
more than before.

Start-ups such as Interstel-
lar Technologies Inc of 
Hokkaido, which is attempt-
ing to launch a rocket, and 
Space One Co, which is cur-
rently building a launch-pad 
in Wakayama prefecture, are 
attracting attention in japan.

The government should 
encourage new entrants and 
support the growth of the 
industry.

The basic plan also stipu-
lates that japan will partici-
pate in the Artemis pro-
gramme, a uS project to send 
astronauts to the moon. In 
the late 2020s, japanese 
astronauts may stand on the 
moon for the first time.

Competition over the natural 
resources on the moon is 
expected. japan should use the 
Artemis project as a foothold to 
join the competition, to expand 
the possibilities for the devel-
opment of natural resources.

Through its involvement in 
the operation of the ISS, 
japan has sent japanese 
astronauts into space and 
acquired know-how. By par-
ticipating in the project, 
japan should demonstrate its 
international presence in 
space development.

China is stepping up its 
efforts be a “space power”. It 
has embarked on the con-
struction of a space station 
and exploration of the moon. 
Space has become the stage 
for a supremacy race 

between the uS and China.
Space development is also 

closely related to military 
affairs. The basic plan calls for 
strengthening national securi-
ty, including the development 
of technologies for satellites 
capable of detecting missiles.

The government plans to 
strengthen cooperation with 
the uS in space surveillance, 
apparently with an eye on 
China’s recent experiments 
in destroying satellites.

The situation involving 
space is rapidly changing. 
Technological progress is 
also remarkable. A long-term 
strategy that can respond 
appropriately to the chang-
ing times is essential for the 
government. THE YOMIURI SHIM-

BUN (JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The author is chief of China Daily EU Bureau 
based in Brussels.
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Reject US coercion to choose sides 

Help private sector grow Japan’s space industry

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo have made multiple trips to Europe as part of the US’ 
coercive diplomacy and smear campaign against China and Huawei. XINHUA NEWS AGENCY
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‘I am their god 
parent’: Former 
turtle poacher 
turned saviour
A

ZIZ MuSTAFFA used 
to collect turtles’ eggs 
from a Malaysian 
beach and sell them. 

But nowadays, he makes a liv-
ing as a ranger protecting the 
creatures’ nesting sites. 

His transformation is one 
success in an uphill struggle 
to defend the endangered 
reptiles who swim ashore to 
the tropical country from the 
South China Sea to lay their 
eggs in the sand. 

Several species, including 
Green turtles, Hawksbills and 
leatherbacks, nest on Malay-
sia’s coasts, where the spec-
tacle of babies hatching and 
scurrying into the sea has long 
been a major tourist draw.

But their numbers have 
dwindled dramatically due 
to worsening maritime pol-
lution, coastal development, 
and people snatching their 
eggs, which are a popular lo-
cal delicacy.

Conservationists have how-
ever been making progress. 
As well as persuading some 
people like Aziz to change their 
ways, Terengganu state, a ma-
jor nesting site, has announced 
it will ban the trade in eggs.

“The turtles and eggs are 
our national treasure,” Aziz, 
44, told AFP, after watching a 
group of the reptiles emerge 
from the sea and lay eggs on 
a beach on Redang Island, in 
Terengganu.

“I feel I am their god parent 
and I want to protect them 
for future generations. It gives 
me joy to see the huge turtles 
returning here to nest.”

The 20-strong group of fe-
males came ashore at night, 
crawling up Chagar Hutang 
beach, with Aziz watching 
alongside several other con-
servationists.

‘Voracious appetite’
They dug holes and laid 

thousands of eggs, before 
swimming back into the sea. 
On the same 350m beach, one 
of the busiest nesting sites in 
Malaysia, baby turtles were 
hatching and scurrying into 
the waters.

Humans are far from the 
only threat they face – moni-
tor lizards eat their eggs, 
while many are gobbled up 
by sharks and predatory fish 
as soon as they make it into 
the waters.

Aziz, from a poor fishing 
family on the island, remem-
bers how he used to hide 
in the bushes by the beach 
and race out to grab the eggs 
shortly after they were laid, 
with brawls often breaking 
out between rival collectors.  

The eggs were then sold to 
local traders or eaten, and 
were a key source of protein 
in limited diets, although that 
started to change as incomes 
increased and different food 
options became available. 

At the same time, Aziz rea-
lised there were more benefits 
for the local community in 
protecting turtle nests than 
raiding them, as growing 
numbers of tourists flocked to 
the island to see the creatures.

“I realised that if these mi-
gratory species are protected, 

the villagers on Redang would 
be able sustain their liveli-
hoods,” he said.

So he started working for 
university Malaysia Tereng-
ganu’s turtle research unit to 
protect the creatures, earning 
about $400 a month.

He now works with two oth-
er rangers and a group of vol-
unteers to safeguard the eggs 

from poachers and predators 
like monitor lizards. 

“Villagers on Redang Island 
now enjoy a stable income 
from tourism as a growing 
number of people want to 
watch the Green turtles lay 
eggs,” he said.

Centuries-old tradition
Mohamad uzair Rusli, a 

biologist working on saving 
sea turtles at the university, 
agreed that giving locals a 
way to earn money from look-
ing after the creatures was 
the best fashion to safeguard 
their future.

But he warned that without 
tackling the “voracious appetite” 
for eggs – considered an aphro-
disiac by many – the creatures 

faced an uncertain future.
licensed collectors are still 

allowed to operate in Tereng-
ganu, on the northeast coast 
of peninsular Malaysia, and 
the sale of most species’ eggs 
remains legal.

But state authorities have 
pledged to ban the trade in all 
turtle eggs by the end of this 
year, following sustained pres-
sure from conservation groups.

Currently Terennganu only 
prohibits the trade in eggs 
of leatherback turtles, after 
their numbers fell dramati-
cally, but not other species 
commonly found in the state.

However, changing a cen-
turies-old tradition will be 
tough. 

On a recent visit, eggs were 
being sold openly at a busy 
market in state capital Kuala 
Terengganu, with buyers pay-
ing the equivalent of $12 for 10.

Trader Nor jannah said busi-
ness was brisk, and brushed 
off suggestions that eating the 
eggs was a threat to turtles. 

“It is impossible turtles will 
become extinct,” said the 32-
year-old. “I have been eating 
and selling turtle eggs since I 
was 12.” afp

Serbian president 
Aleksandr Vucic to 
fulfil his hoop dreams
SERBIAN President Aleksandar Vucic 
has enrolled in a sports college to ful-
fil what he called his boyhood dream 
of becoming a basketball coach.

“For the second time in my life I 
became a student . . . in a wish to 
become a basketball coach for kids,” 
Vucic said on Instagram on Saturday.

“you would not believe how happy 
I am that after many years I am start-
ing to realise my boyhood dreams.”

Vucic, 50, who is a law graduate, posed 
in the photo with his student ID book 
from the Belgrade-based college of sports 
and health and a small basketball.

Vucic told a pro-government tab-

loid in june that his unfulfilled wish 
was to become a basketball coach in 
basketball-mad Serbia.

“There is nothing nicer than spend-
ing Saturdays and Sundays with 
young players, children whom you 
can teach something,” he told the 
Kurir daily.

Asked whether he had bigger ambi-
tions, he said his dream was to train 
children from a “small club”.

Vucic is fan of both basketball and 
football.

He became prime minister in 2014 
and took over the presidency in 2017. 
afp

Several turtle species, including Green turtles (pictured), Hawksbills and Leatherbacks, nest on Malaysia’s coasts. afp 

Volunteers digging a green sea turtle nest for hatched and unhatched eggs on on Redang island. afp
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Creator of Moscow Olympics mascot dies
V

IKTOR Chizhikov, the Rus-
sian illustrator behind the 
memorable Mishka bear 
mascot of the 1980 Moscow 

Olympics, died on Monday aged 84, 
his publisher said.

The children’s book illustrator came 
up with the cuddly bear to represent 
the controversial Games, boycotted 
by countries including the uS.

The publisher AST Deti an-
nounced his death on Facebook, 
calling him the “brightest represen-
tative of the post-war generation of 
book illustrators”.

Chizhikov won a contest among 
Soviet artists to draw the mascot.

The bear Mishka wore a belt fea-
turing the Olympic rings. He was 
reproduced in merchandise from 
badges to china figurines that have 
now become highly collectable.

At the closing ceremony, a giant 
balloon figure of the bear was carried 
into the centre of a Moscow stadium.

At the same time, people sitting in 
the stands held up flash cards to cre-
ate a composite image of the bear 
shedding a tear.

Finally, the helium-filled figure 
flew off as Soviet stars performed a 
song with the lyrics: “Goodbye, our 
affectionate Mishka, go back to your 
fairytale forest.”

“When the bear flew off, half the sta-
dium was crying,” then-chief coach of 
the uSSR ski team leonid Tyagachev 
told RT television on Monday.

“Everyone remembered that, not 
just the uSSR team members but 
the whole world and the viewers 
were blown away.”

“usually I don’t like my drawings,” 
Chizhikov said at a talk at Moscow 
International Book Fair last year, 
adding he usually spotted things he 
wished he could change.

“I’ve been looking at the Olympic 
Mishka for 40 years. I can’t see any 
flaws.”

The uSSR had scant regard for 
copyright and Chizhikov did not own 
the rights to the image, losing a court 
case against NTV television channel 
in 2010, Sports.ru website reported.

He commented at the time that 
he was not surprised since he had 
seen T-shirts with the image on sale 
at souvenir stands for 30 years and 

“they haven’t paid me a ruble”.
Born in Moscow to architect parents, 

Chizhikov started out as a cartoonist 
whose work appeared in the satirical 
magazine Krokodil, aimed at adults, as 
well as in numerous children’s publi-
cations with print-runs of millions.

“My debut in print was on February 
23, 1952,” he recalled, saying he used 

the fee for a cartoon in a newspaper for 
municipal workers to buy his mother a 
bottle of perfume and go to the cinema.

“No one could have been hap-
pier,” he said.

At the time, drawing for magazines 
was the route to becoming a book il-
lustrator, he said.

He went on to illustrate popular 

children’s books including Soviet re-
workings of Western classics.

He illustrated a Soviet version of 
Hugh lofting’s Doctor Dolittle as 
well as the Soviet versions of AA 
Milne’s Winnie the Pooh books.

He also worked with Sergei 
Mikhalkov, the author of the Soviet 
anthem praising joseph Stalin. afp

Tunisia opens its beaches for tourists after lockdown
TOuRISTS are back on Tunisia’s 
beaches after charter flights 
resumed to the North African 
country following a break of 
more than three months due to 
the coronavirus pandemic.

Some 155 mask-clad holiday 
makers from France, Germany 
and luxembourg were greeted 
late last week on the resort island 
of Djerba with temperature checks 
– but also by hostesses offering 
them bouquets of jasmine. 

“We can’t save the whole sea-
son, but we will do everything 
we can to save part of it,” said 
Tourism Minister Mohamed Ali 
Toumi, who was at the airport 
to welcome the luxair flight.

Tunisia, a country of some 11.5 
million people, has officially reg-
istered 1,374 novel coronavirus 
infections and 50 deaths.

It reopened its borders on 
june 27, and travellers from 
countries it classifies as “green”, 
including France, Germany and 
luxembourg, are not subject to 
any coronavirus restrictions.

“you have managed the health 
crisis better than us,” said 
Patrick, a Frenchman in his six-
ties who arrived with his son for 
10 days in the Tunisian sun.

Tourism accounts for 
between eight and 14 per cent 
of Tunisia’s GDP, and employs 
around half a million people.

The novel coronavirus crisis 
has hit the sector hard.

Tourism revenues declined by 

around 50 per cent between 
january 1 and july 10, compared 
to the same period last year, 
according to official figures.

Authorities are counting on 
health regulations to reassure 
tourists and the sector, and 
have halved hotel capacity in 

order to comply with anti-
coronavirus measures.

“We are determined to strict-
ly apply the health protocol,” 
the tourism minister said.

Authorities are hoping for a 
revival of the sector in early 2021.

Elsewhere in North Africa, 

Morocco announced Sunday a 
further easing of its own novel 
coronavirus restrictions, allow-
ing tourist establishments to 
operate at full capacity but 
keeping borders closed.

A “third phase” of easing was 
set to come into effect on 

Monday, authorities said in a 
statement, as part of “the con-
tinued implementation of 
measures necessary for a grad-
ual return to normal life and 
restarting the economy”.

Tourist businesses are now 
allowed to “use 100 per cent of 

their capacity, without exceed-
ing 50 per cent in common 
areas” such as restaurants, pools 
and indoor sports facilities.

But the kingdom will keep its 
borders closed “until further 
notice”, except for returning 
Moroccans and residents.

Since june, Morocco has 
allowed cafes, restaurants and 
shops to reopen and for 
domestic tourism to restart.

A state of health emergency 
remains in place in Morocco 
until August 10.

Cultural centres, libraries, 
museums and archaeological 
sites are also allowed to reopen 
“without exceeding 50 per cent 
capacity”, the statement said,  
and gatherings and activities 
with fewer than 20 people are 
also allowed.

Wedding parties and funeral 
gatherings remain prohibited, 
and cinemas and public pools 
will stay closed, a statement 
said.

The country of 34 million 
has officially registered over 
17,000 novel coronavirus cases 
and around 270 deaths since 
March.

Authorities placed parts of 
the northern city of Tangiers 
back into lockdown last week 
after new clusters of infection 
appeared, and locked down 
the coastal town of Safi earlier 
in the month after an outbreak 
at a factory. afp

Viktor Chizhikov’s iconic bear ‘Mishka’ captured the attention of the entire world, including people in the US, which boycotted the Games. afp

European tourists sunbathe poolside on the Tunisian island of Djerba now that the country has lifted Covid-19 travel restrictions. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Syllables sung while skipping
  6 Like the dry season
 10 Tailor’s meeting place?
 14 Hulk of pro wrestling
 15 Comedian Carvey
 16 One-time Canadian major 

leaguer
 17 Any obsolete item
 20 Wax-winged flier of myth
 21 Against the rules
 22 Address for a gentlewoman
 25 Ernest, in “From Here to Eternity”
 26 Road Runner’s remark
 30 Aid a felon
 32 Bug
 35 Feeling of hatred
 41 It may be opened at a party
 43 Surpassed
 44 Make more efficient
 45 Word with “heaven”
 47 Winter hazard
 48 Book with legends
 53 Upper-story room
 56 “Born Free” beast
 58 Portion of a mountain range

 63 Hit film of 1985
 66 Russian range or river
 67 Reference books?
 68 Hindu attire
 69 Man or boy
 70 It may lead to a conclusion
 71 Cast off from the body
DOWN
  1 Bangkok citizen
  2 Campus mil. grp.
  3 Turkish honorific
  4 Secluded habitat
  5 Per ___ (yearly)
  6 Fuss 
  7 U.K. mil. branch
  8 By deadline
  9 Willie Wonka’s creator
 10 Art photo shade
 11 Right on the money
 12 Orbital extreme
 13 It may be below a crest
 18 Org. founded by Juliette Gordon 

Low
 19 Diminutive seasonal helper
 23 Statistics and such
 24 Inactive
 26 Type of lettuce

 27 A great lake
 28 Flubs
 29 Brad of Hollywood
 31 Like a Granny Smith apple
 33 “La,” at La Scala
 34 Tallies
 36 Prefix with “classic” or “natal”
 37 Stoic and alcohol endings
 38 Certainly not nice
 39 “Render therefore ___ Caesar ...”
 40 Hobo concoction
 42 Golf stroke
 46 Resurrection Day
 48 Set of records
 49 Princess’s crown
 50 Like some anesthesia
 51 Foot-leg connector
 52 Two of a kind
 54 World currency org.
 55 Partner of effect
 57 Achy from a workout
 59 For men only
 60 Casual affirmative
 61 Cornea and lens neighbor
 62 Ending with “slug” or “song”
 64 Witch
 65 Tokyo, in the past

“A TENSE SITUATION” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution

Lifestyle

WhatsApp boasts 75 per cent penetration among internet users in the Middle East. AFP

Middle East activists 
thwart online hoaxes
B

ROWSE through 
Arabic-language so-
cial media pages and 
you could walk away 

thinking Covid-19 is a uS hoax, 
isn’t deadly and can be swiftly 
cured with a garlic clove.

Arabic pages on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram are 
brimming with fake news 
stories on the novel corona-
virus, from benign inaccu-
racies to full-throated con-
spiracy theories. 

As authorities work to stem 
the spread of the novel coro-
navirus, activists across the 
Middle East are stepping up 
to combat the Arabic “info-
demic” they say is as danger-
ous as the infection itself.

“We correct the news and 
save lives,” said Baher jas-
sem, an Iraqi activist from the 
Tech 4 Peace collective, which 
switched from its four-year 
campaign against fake political 
and economic news to setting 
the record straight on Covid-19.

Every few hours, the collec-
tive’s Facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter pages publish screen-
shots of fabricated news stories 
about the virus, from claims 
about new remedies to celeb-
rity deaths from the illness or a 
reassuring wave of recoveries.

The pictures are marked 
with a red stamp reading 
“fake post”, accompanied by 
a correction and links to more 
accurate information. Their 
accounts reach more than 
one million followers.

“We don’t just want to expose 
lies. We want to spread aware-
ness about the coronavirus, the 
right way to protect yourself, 
the wrong remedies that are cir-
culating,” jassem told AFP. 

The corrections campaign 
could not have come soon-
er: the region appears to be 
experiencing a long-feared 
Covid-19 spike.

Iraq’s daily case rate in-
crease exploded to more than 
2,000 in late june, nearing 
3,000 per day this month.

lebanon, Oman and Al-
geria saw peaks of daily new 
cases in mid-july, while Saudi 
Arabia and jordan witnessed 
crests in late june but appear 
to be stabilising. 

Doctors in Iraq blame on-
line misinformation: their 
patients have insisted coro-
navirus is an American con-
spiracy, or people are actually 
dying from a sarin gas attack, 
or that Iraq’s blistering heat 
would halt the virus’s spread.

Medics say such false infor-
mation could make people less 
likely to wear masks in public, 
abide by social distancing or 
wash their hands regularly.

‘This is personal’
Misinformation about 

Covid-19 has been spreading 
in various languages since the 
pandemic’s early days, but the 
proliferation in Arabic is par-
ticularly dangerous because 
of the lack of quality report-
ing, activists told AFP. 

Indeed, Reporters Without 
Borders has noted authori-
ties’ tightening control over 

media in the Middle East in 
2020, specifically over infor-
mation relating to Covid-19.

As a result, activists said, 
news consumers are suspi-
cious of the information they 
find in traditional outlets and 
more likely to entertain con-
spiracy theories.

“Media literacy is non-exis-
tent. Iraqis can go on Facebook 
and Twitter but are not really 
equipped to see 50 different 
sources and differentiate what’s 
fact and what’s fiction,” said 
Faisal al-Mutar, a uS-based 
Iraqi activist and founder of 
Ideas Beyond Borders.

IBB has partnered with 
Wikipedia to translate more 
than 250 detail-rich pages on 
Covid-19’s origins and spread 
into Arabic.

It’s no easy task given the Ara-
bic language’s diverse dialects, 
said volunteer translator Issam 
Fawwaz, based in the northern 
lebanese city of Tripoli. 

“The scientific terms aren’t 
standardised. A term used in 
Syria, lebanon or jordan is 
totally different from Egypt 
or Morocco,” while some 

English terms have no Arabic 
equivalents, 33-year-old Faw-
waz told AFP.

But conviction in the impact 
of his work has kept him going.

“This is personal for me. I 
was one of those people that 
used to believe fake news, but 
I was lucky to have people 
who pushed me to use my 
brain,” he said. 

“One person persuaded by 
a fake news story can spark a 
calamity in his community.”

Fighting fire with fire
Fatabayyano, a jordan-based 

platform founded in 2014 
whose name translates to “Ver-
ify”, is fighting fire with fire. 

“Fake news spreads faster 
than real news – and the 
amount of misinformation on 
WhatsApp is absolutely huge,” 
said Motaz al-Thaher, Fata-
bayyano’s media manager. 

WhatsApp boasts 75 per 
cent penetration among in-
ternet users in the Middle 
East, according to a 2019 
study by the Northwestern 
university in Qatar.

People use it to stay in 
touch with friends and family, 
but also to share links, photos 
and audio messages on cur-
rent affairs, often unverified.

There are few regulations 
to fight misinformation on 
WhatsApp, Thaher said, as 
messages are encrypted and 
the platform can’t flag suspi-
cious messages the way Face-
book and Twitter can.

So Fatabayyano created its 
own channel, sending fact-
based coronavirus reporting 
to thousands of WhatsApp 
users simultaneously. 

The messages include links to 
long science-based Arabic ar-
ticles on Fatabayyano’s website, 
bright virus-related graphics on 
its Instagram page and punchy 
one-minute videos to its nearly 
800,000 Facebook followers. 

“Rumours are viruses too!” 
reads the new caption under 
the campaign’s logo. AFP

we don’t just want to 
expose lies. we want to 

spread awareness
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Deeney denies locker room 
fight during Watford defeat
W

ATFORD captain 
Troy Deeney has 
slammed re-
ports there was 

a fight during half-time of 
Nigel Pearson’s final match in 
charge of the Premier league 
strugglers.

Pearson was surprisingly 
sacked on Sunday with just 
two games left in Watford’s 
battle to avoid relegation.

Hayden Mullins has been 
appointed interim boss, with 
the Hornets three points 
above the relegation zone.

Amid claims that Pearson’s 
demise was hastened by a 
heated row during Friday’s 3-1 
loss at relegation rivals West 
Ham, Deeney told beIN Sports: 
“I just want to put it out there, 
there was no fight at half-time.

“It is 2020, you don’t do that 
any more and certainly with 
all the cameras you would see 
a lot more if that was the case.

“The gaffer didn’t put his 
hands on anybody. He was 
just frustrated and had a firm 
talking to us. No one was 
fighting, no one was punched 
and no one was tickled. There 
were no hands thrown.

“Second of all Troy will not 
be picking teams because I 
have read that online as well. 
I am player-coach apparently. 
Anything else I have missed 
out? We wasn’t locked in so a 
lot of interesting things.”

Deeney admitted he was sur-
prised by the decision to sack 
Pearson, who was Watford’s 
third permanent manager of 
the campaign after javi Gracia 
and Quique Sanchez Flores.

The 56-year-old guided the 
Hornets to notable triumphs 
over Manchester united and 
liverpool, but will not finish 
the job he started in Decem-
ber.

“you get to a point in foot-

ball where you are not sur-
prised any more, but I would 
say this one surprised me and 
took me back a bit,” Deeney 
added.

“I wasn’t anticipating that was 
going to be the situation we’d 
walk into on Sunday. We had an 
up and down week before.

“We won two games 
[against Norwich and New-
castle] and you’d like to think 
we would have got a better 
result against West Ham, but 
that wasn’t to be and the club 
made a decision.”

Mullins was also in charge 
against leicester and Crystal 
Palace in December before 
Pearson arrived.

Now he is focused on secur-
ing Watford’s survival.

“One of the things we have 
had to deal with in the last 
couple of days is the manager 
leaving. However that has 
come about is something we 

can’t let dissuade us from our 
focus. Our focus are the last 
two games,” he told reporters 
on Monday.

“We know the manager was 
a big part of it, but the club 
have made a decision and us, 
the players and staff have to 
be professional enough to fo-
cus on the next two games.”

Earlier, Pearson had ex-
pressed his regret at not be-
ing able to finish the job he 
started at Watford.

In a post on his official 
Twitter account on Monday, 
Pearson said: “I’ve been over-
whelmed by the well wishes 
I’ve received from Watford 
supporters and the football 
community. Thank you all for 
your kind messages.

“Although not able to finish 
the task I was brought in to 
achieve, I wish Watford all the 
best for their final two games. 
Cheers, Nige.” afp

THE Ballon d’Or will not be 
awarded this year due to 
the extraordinary condi-
tions created by the corona-
virus pandemic, organisers 
France Football announced 
on Monday.

It will be the first time the 
trophy given for the world’s 
best men’s footballer has not 
been awarded since English-
man Stanley Matthews won 
the inaugural edition in 1956.

“There will be no edition in 
2020, because it turns out, af-
ter thoughtful consideration, 
that all the conditions are not 
met,” said Pascal Ferre, the 
editor of the magazine.

The Covid-19 outbreak saw 
all major football leagues shut 
down in March, with the Ger-
man Bundesliga the first to 
resume behind closed doors 
in May.

France Football said it 
would be unfair to vote on 
the world’s best player when 
some leagues, including the 
French ligue 1, cancelled 
their seasons early.

Ferre also suggested that it 
would not be right to judge 
players based on games played 
without spectators present.

“We believe that such a 
singular year cannot . . . be 
treated as an ordinary year,” 
he added.

“Two months [january and 
February], out of the eleven 
generally required to form 
an opinion and decide who 
should lift the trophies, repre-
sent far too little to gauge and 
judge, without forgetting that 
the other games were played 
– or will be played – in unusu-
al conditions [behind closed 
doors, with five replacements, 
Champions league’s Final 8 
played in a single game].”

lionel Messi won a record-
breaking sixth Ballon d’Or 
last year.

The women’s Ballon d’Or, 
which was first awarded in 
2018, has also been cancelled, 
as have the Kepa Trophy, giv-
en to the best young player, 
and the yashin award for best 
goalkeeper.

“This decision, which was 
taken of course with all the 
group stakeholders, does not 
delight us but it seems to be 
the most responsible one,” 
said Ferre.

“Protecting the credibil-
ity and legitimacy of such an 
award also means ensuring 
its flawlessness over time.”

France Football added that 
it was looking forward to hold-
ing a ceremony in 2021, but 
that this year it would instead 
organise a vote for the all-time 
greatest men’s XI. afp

EGAN BERNAl flew into Madrid on 
Monday on a special flight for Co-
lombian athletes and said his sights 
are set on defending his Tour de 
France title.

“I will be meeting with my team in 
Andorra and we will prepare for the 
races,” said Bernal at Madrid airport. 

The flight carried 110 sportsmen and 
women including road cyclists Nairo 
Quintana of Arkea-Samsic, Rigoberto 
uran of EF Pro Cycling and Miguel An-
gel lopez of Astana, as well as double 
Olympic BMX champion Mariana Pa-
jon, fencers, footballers and judokas. 

None of them will have to be quar-
antined in Spain because they passed 
coronavirus tests before embarking 
in Colombia, where cities such as Bo-
gota and Medellin are in strict lock-
down because of the pandemic.

Bernal said he plans to travel to 
neighbouring Andorra, where he will 
meet his Ineos team to prepare for 
the season and the Tour, which will 
run from August 29 to September 20. 

“The best thing is to go step by 
step,” said Bernal, for whom his pri-
ority is “to go to the training camp, 
to see at what level I am at”. 

“It’s been a long time since I’ve 
competed, but no one is competing, 
it’s a different season,” added the 
23-year-old. 

He said he wanted to “enjoy the 
races that [are scheduled] before the 
Tour de France, and there we will see 
in what [shape] I am, in what level 
are my colleagues and from there 
everything will start.”

Quintana, who was hit by a car 
while training near his home in 

Boyaca in central Colombia in early 
july, said that, after two weeks rest, 
he was ready for training.

“We will take Covid tests and start 
training sessions”, said Quintana, 
who said he was not afraid of pos-
sible contagion during races. 

“We are supposed to have bio-se-
curity protocols to ensure that every 
time we get to a competition none 
of us are infected,” he said. 

The pandemic has forced a change 
in the cycling calendar. The resched-
uled Tour de France will start an 
over-crowded autumn calendar with 
the World Championships in Swit-
zerland starting on the day the Tour 
ends and running September 20-27, 
the Giro d’Italia is on from October 
3-25 and the Vuelta a Espana from 
October 20 to November 8. afp 

Ballon d’Or will not 
be awarded in 2020 
due to coronavirus

Egan Bernal returns to Europe 
and starts Tour de France prep

Former Watford coach Nigel Pearson was fired with two games remaining in the Hornets’ season. pool/afp  

Bayern Munich’s Polish forward Robert Lewandowski had a strong case 
to win the Ballon d’Or, with 51 goals in 43 games this season. pool/afp

Colombian cyclist Egan Bernal arrived in Europe on Monday to start preparing for the 
Tour de France, which he won last year. pool/afp 
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Historic Ronaldo puts juve on title brink
C

RISTIANO Ronaldo put 
juventus on the brink of a 
ninth consecutive Italian 
league title on Monday af-

ter he scored twice in a 2-1 win over 
lazio to become the first player to hit 
50 goals in Serie A, la liga and the Pre-
mier league.

juventus ended a three-match win-
less run thanks to Ronaldo’s second-
half brace that moves them eight 
points clear of second-placed Inter 
Milan with four games remaining.

Maurizio Sarri’s side could win the 
title on Thursday against lowly udi-
nese, or on Sunday at home against 
Sampdoria, depending on their ri-
vals’ results this week.

“We are missing four points, only 
after we have achieved them will we 
then be able to think about the goal 
achieved,” said Sarri.

“All the games are difficult now, 
and in the space of six days, we play 
three games. So, we must stay fo-
cused and think about securing the 
missing points.”

Sarri added: “Cristiano is an im-
pressive player because he has the 
extraordinary ability to complete a 
quick recovery between games.

“Not only physically, but, above 
all, mentally: he is a champion with 
his feet, but also with his head.”

Ronaldo grabbed the first goal from 
the penalty spot just after the break 
and was handed a tap-in three min-
utes later by teammate Paulo Dybala.

The Portuguese has scored 30 
goals this season, equal with lazio’s 
Ciro Immobile, who ended his three-
match drought with a late penalty. 
His second was his 50th goal in Serie 
A, after also passing the landmark in 
England and Spain.

The 35-year-old is now looking to 
become the first player to finish top 
scorer in three of the top five Euro-
pean leagues. 

He also did so in England and 
Spain.

“Records are always important, 
but the team victory is more impor-
tant,” said Ronaldo.

“I’m helping the team to win. It’s 

important to win the title. There are 
four games left and we know that 
Serie A is a difficult championship.”

lazio’s hopes of a first Serie A title 
since 2000 are effectively over as the 
defeat leaves them fourth, 11 points 
adrift of the leaders.

just one point had separated ju-
ventus from lazio when Serie A 
returned last month following the 
three-month coronavirus lockdown.

But Simone Inzaghi’s side have 
been hit by injuries and poor form 
since the return, losing five of eight 
games, with four of those defeats 
coming in the last five matches.

Both sides had early chances with 
Felipe Caicedo coming close early for 
the visitors behind closed doors at the 
Allianz Stadium, and an Alex Sandro 
header clipping the woodwork.

lazio goalkeeper Thomas Strako-
sha got his hand to push an angled 
Adrien Rabiot effort over the bar 
with Ronaldo heading wide.

An Immobile rocket from the edge of 
the box hit the bottom of the post with 
goalkeeper Wojciech Szczesny beaten.

lazio could thank defender Man-
uel lazzari for a goal-line clearance 
just after the break as Dybala threat-
ened and Ronaldo tried to finish 

amid chaos in front of goal.
But the hosts got their chance 

when a Bastos handball was con-
firmed after a VAR review.

Ronaldo stepped up to slot in on 51 
minutes and added a second after a 
luiz Felipe blunder allowed Dybala 
to gain possession with the Argentine 
powering up the pitch, before teeing 
up the Portuguese to finish off.

The five-time Ballon d’Or winner 
missed a hat-trick when his header 
hit the crossbar after 66 minutes.

lazio pulled a goal back with 
seven minutes to go after a Bonucci 
foul on Immobile, who converted 

the resulting spot-kick.
“There is a bit of regret because af-

ter the lockdown we had a lot of prob-
lems,” said Inzaghi, whose side had 
beaten juventus twice this season, 
in the reverse league fixture in Rome 
and the Italian Super Cup final.

“At the end of the game I congrat-
ulated the lads because despite the 
problems we showed character.

“The important thing is we want 
to celebrate a return to the Champi-
ons league after 13 years.”

lazio are in the final Champions 
league berth 11 points ahead of city 
rivals Roma. afp

NFl, players union agree to daily Covid-19 testing
NFl players will receive daily test-
ing for Covid-19 during the first 
two weeks of pre-season training 
camps after an agreement 
between the league and the play-
ers union, officials said Monday.

Allen Sills, the NFl’s chief 
medical officer, said players 
would be tested daily for two 
weeks until the positive test 
rate fell below five per cent. 
Once that threshold was 
reached, testing would switch 
to every other day.

If the positive test rate 
remained higher than five per 
cent, players would continue 
to receive daily testing.

Monday’s agreement settles 
one of the thorniest issues that 
has dogged talks between the 
NFl and the NFl Players Asso-
ciation over safety protocols to 
be used during pre-season. 

Players had argued for daily 
testing, a request team owners 
had balked at.

In a co-ordinated series of 

Tweets released on Sunday, sev-
eral NFl players voiced concern 
over safety issues, warning the 
season could be jeopardised if 
no action was taken.

“If the NFl doesn’t do their 
part to keep players healthy 
there is no football in 2020. It’s 
that simple,” said Cleveland 
Browns player Myles Garrett.

“I am concerned. My wife is 
pregnant. Training camp is about 
to start... and there’s still no clear 
plan on player health and family 
safety,” added Seattle Seahawks 
quarterback Russell Wilson.

NFl physician Sills mean-
while said Monday he expected 
the rules to be adapted as train-
ing and the season progressed.

“There’s no finish line with 
health and safety, and I think 
these protocol are living, breath-
ing documents, which means 
they will change as we get new 
information,” Sills told ESPN.

“They will undoubtedly be 
changing over time, which is what 

we usually see in medicine.”
Players reporting for duty at 

team facilities for the first time 
meanwhile will be required to 
test negative twice before being 
allowed on the premises.

“We recognize that, as play-
ers and coaches and staff come 
in, they’re going to be coming 
in from all over the country 
and in some cases the world,” 
Sills said. “So we want to take 
a slow approach here.”

24 hours
Sills said the league expected 

to receive test results within 24 
hours, noting that teams were 
anxious to ensure they did not 
strain testing resources for the 
general public in their respec-
tive markets.

“Any decision that we make, 
whether it’s around testing or 
screening or treatment or 
games, we want to make sure 
that we are in no way having a 
negative impact on the public 

health situation,” Sills said.
“That is acutely true when 

you speak about testing. We 
have had ongoing and exten-
sive discussions with multiple 
parties around that issue.”

The deal is indicative of a 
compromise between the own-
ers and the players.

“Our union has been push-
ing for the strongest testing, 
tracing and treatment proto-
cols to keep our players safe. 
The testing protocols we 
agreed to are one critical factor 
that will help us return to work 
safely, and gives us the best 
chance to play and finish the 
season,’’ the union said in a 
statement Monday.

The call for daily testing by NFl 
players comes amid cries of out-
rage by some officials who com-
plain that pro sports leagues are 
clogging testing labs and getting 
results back immediately while 
others have to wait weeks to find 
out of they have Covid-19. afp

Ronaldo put Juventus on the brink of a ninth consecutive Italian league title on Monday and is the first player to hit 50 goals in Serie A, La Liga and the Premier League. afp

The NFL has agreed to daily coronavirus testing for players, a demand 
that owners had previously balked at. Getty imaGes/afp
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