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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

TO ENCOURAGE farmers to increase 
agricultural production, Electricite du 
Cambodge (EdC) has cut the price of 
electricity used for irrigation at night 
to 480 riel (12 US cents) per kWh.

This follows a July 15 call by the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries requesting the EdC to cut 
the price of electricity for farmers.

The reduced price will be in effect 
daily from 9pm to 7am and is only 
valid for farmers using power to pump 

water for agricultural purposes.
NGO Coalition of Cambodian Farm-

er Community (CCFC) director Theng 
Savoeun said: “We are happy with the 
EdC’s electricity price reduction plan.”

Savoeun said many Cambodian 
farmers do not depend on rain to 
plan their harvests as they did in the 
past. Some farmers use as much as 
60 per cent of their rice fields to grow 
crops and vegetables with new high-
tech water systems and ploughing 
machines instead of cattle. 

“I call on the government to en-

courage the relevant ministries to in-
crease the use of irrigation systems to 
provide water support to farmers as 
well as reduce petrol prices,” he said.

Ministry spokesman Srey Vuthy con-
firmed that the plan’s goal is to encour-
age farmers to increase production.

“We do not have specific data on 
the numbers of farmers who will use 
this electricity plan. The ministry is 
encouraging its experts to collaborate 
with the mines and energy depart-
ments throughout the country to pro-
mote the plan to farmers,” he said.

Long Kimmarita

T
HE National Committee 
for Disaster Management 
(NCDM) launched a new 
information-sharing system 

over the weekend to safeguard vulner-
able citizens against floods and natu-
ral disasters amid the rainy season.

Areas along the Mekong and Tonle 
Sap rivers were identified as higher-

risk locations.
Speaking at the launch of the 

Platform for Real-time Information 
Systems (Prism) over the weekend, 
NCDM first vice-president Kun Kim 
said improving Cambodia’s disaster 
response was necessary to avoid ac-
cidents affecting citizens.

Kim announced several new mea-
sures to be taken, including “early 
warning of impending floods, pre-

paring [rescue] forces and prepping 
materials to save vulnerable people. 

“We must minimise risk and take ac-
tion to recover after floods,” he said.

NCDM spokesman Khun Sokha told 
The Post on Monday that all relevant 
departments and authorities at all levels 
will be required to use the Prism system.

He said relevant parties, especially sub-
national authorities, must prepare their 
disaster response strategies promptly.

“The rainy season starts from June, 
so at this time we cannot predict ex-
actly what will happen during the 
rainy season this year.

“We can only estimate that serious 
flooding is likely to occur between Au-
gust and September, which is when we 
need to be careful. Evacuation sites and 
resources must be prepared,” he said.

Government prepared for 
floods amid rainy season 

CoNtINueD – page 2

China slams 
UK’s Uighurs 
comments as 
‘slanderous’

Electricity price cut for farmers

CHINA hit back on Monday at com-
ments by Britain’s foreign secretary 
that accused Beijing of “gross” hu-
man rights abuses against ethnic and 
religious minorities in the northwest 
region of Xinjiang.

Rights groups and experts estimate 
that more than one million ethnic 
Uighurs and other mostly Muslim 
minorities have been rounded up 
into a network of internment camps, 
which China says are facilities for 
job-training and to steer people away 
from extremism.

British Foreign Secretary Domi-
nic Raab told the BBC on Sunday 
that it was “clear that there are 
gross, egregious human rights 
abuses going on . . . it is deeply, 
deeply troubling.”

But Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesman Wang Wenbin called the 
comments “nothing but rumours 
and slander”.

“The Xinjiang issue is not about 
human rights, religions or ethnic 
groups at all, but about combating 
violence, terrorism and separatism,” 
he said on Monday at a regular press 
briefing.

Raab said reports of forced sterilisa-
tions and mass detentions in Xinjiang 
required international attention, and 
that Britain “cannot see behaviour like 
that and not call it out”.

But Wang said the forced-sterili-
sation reports were “complete non-
sense”, and that the Uighur popula-
tion had more than doubled in the 
past four decades. AFP

tilting wall
the phnom penh Municipal Hall has ordered a firm to rebuild a 200m section of wall at the boeung trabek canal in 
Chamkarmon district after it was found to be tilting, causing safety and technical concerns. HONG MENEA STORY > 4
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Sokha said provincial-level authori-
ties need to know their action plans, 
and if an impending disaster posed 
a serious threat, national authorities 
need to be prepared to efficiently 
execute their plan. 

Citing the NCDM’s assessment, he 
said areas most likely to be affected 
by the floods are along the Mekong 
and Tonle Sap rivers.

Sokha said although current wa-
ter levels throughout the country 
are normal, the NCDM continues 
to monitor them regularly to ensure 
that an emergency can be declared 
at the earliest possible moment.

lover Environment and Society Asso-
ciation president Chum Hout said in the 
past, locals did not have much access to 
information when a flood occurred.

He said if sub-national and nation-
al authorities do not collaborate, the 
same problem may occur again.

“Previously, officials at the ministry-
level relied on the sub-levels without 
directly inspecting areas. So when peo-
ple are suffering, it [the response] won’t 
be effective. Some gaps led to repeated 
cases of citizens suffering,” he said.

Hout said to reduce and prevent 
the risk of flooding, the authorities 
must inform people living in flood-
prone areas promptly and take ap-
propriate rescue measures.

He said if the new measures put 
forward by the NCDM can be imple-
mented, the floods can be addressed. 
He said infrastructure in vulnerable 
areas should also be developed with 
possible floods in mind.

last August, nearly 8,000 families 
and some 8,000ha of agricultural 
land in eight provinces were affect-
ed by flooding and strong winds.

The provinces were Battambang, 
Kampong Thom, Kep, Koh Kong, 
Mondulkiri, Preah Sihanouk, Kam-
pot and Ratanakkiri, with the last 
three being the hardest hit.

The NCDM said at the time that 
7,999 families, 6,898 houses and 
5,447 animals were affected. Flood-
ing affected some 8,000ha of paddy 
fields and other crops while some 
300ha suffered moderate damage. 

‘Same issues 
occur when 
officials fail 
to cooperate’

Ministry to study 
Covid-19 effects 
before wage talks 

Plan launched for aviation sector upgrade

Remaining K Speu land cases ‘complicated’

Niem Chheng

THE Ministry of labour and Vocation-
al Training plans to carry out a study 
concerning the effects of the Covid-19 
situation on workers in the textile, gar-
ment and footwear sectors ahead of a 
meeting on the 2021 minimum wage.

The ministry on Monday informed 
business owners, managers and 
workers about the study, which will 
take the form of a survey into how the 
virus has impacted their livelihoods.

The general secretariat and the Na-
tional Council on Minimum Wage are 
conducting the survey from july 17-
31 with workers chosen randomly in 
Phnom Penh and the provinces.

labour ministry spokesman Heng 
Sour said on Monday: “They do this 
work during every negotiation on a 
minimum wage to guide the National 
Council on Minimum Wage.”

He did not reveal how many work-
ers will be interviewed.

Collective union of Movement of 
Workers president Pav Sina said three 

studies are carried out every year by 
representatives from factories, the 
ministry and unions. 

Sina said Covid-19 has dramatically 
affected workers who have been sus-
pended from work and lost benefits.

“They had their employment con-
tracts terminated. Some factories 
have shut down. union representa-
tives will have a working group to 
conduct the study into their liveli-
hoods soon,” he said. 

Sina is still requesting that a mini-
mum wage for workers be raised.

“I think the effects on the workers 
are very serious. If we don’t think of 
their livelihoods, it will affect their 
health,” he said.

The Garment Manufacturers Associa-
tion in Cambodia (GMAC) has request-
ed the ministry to delay negotiations 
on the 2021 minimum wage, saying it is 
vulnerable to the Covid-19 crisis. 

GMAC deputy secretary-general Ka-
ing Monica said on Monday the GMAC 
would discuss a minimum wage at the 
appointed time, like every year. This 

discussion would be based on two cri-
teria – social and economic.

Monika said the annual wage discus-
sion is held to review wage levels and 
doesn’t mean wages have to be raised 
every year.  Wage minimum levels can 
be raised, fixed or reduced based on 
social and economic criteria. 

He said the social criteria will 
focus on family situations, living 
standards, and inflation rates, but 
economic criteria has to focus on 
production volume and growth – 
whether it is positive or negative. 

Factors include Cambodia’s compet-
itiveness, free trade and other relevant 

points. A study should focus on sector 
revenue and employment numbers.

“GMAC will focus on the economic 
factors like employment productivity, 
the degree of competitiveness of the 
sector and job market impacts. We 
don’t study social impacts because 
we reference the figures from the Na-
tional Institute of Statistics.

“If we look at the actual Covid-19 sit-
uation, we will understand easily that 
we will not be able to raise wages when 
we look at the global and Cambodian 
economic situations. We should not 
expect a positive result from our wage 
discussion,” Monika said.

Niem Chheng

THE State Secretariat of Civil 
Aviation (SSCA) on Monday 
launched a six-point strate-
gic plan to develop the civil 
aviation sector from 2021-
2025. The plan focuses on 
safety, security, cooperation, 
services, infrastructure and 
human resources.

The plan was unveiled at a 
meeting chaired by Minister 
in charge of the SSCA Mao 
Havanall. 

SSCA spokesman Sin 
Chansereyvutha said 
flights entering and leaving 
Cambodia must improve 
their safety, operations, or-

der and management. 
Chansereyvutha said: 

“Strengthening aviation secu-
rity is a guarantee of national 
and international trust. It [the 
plan] is aimed at preventing 
and combating violations of 
the law such as bombings, 
terrorism, vandalism and 
threats to life and property.”

He said navigation and air 
traffic services will also be im-
proved as the sector looks to 
develop its infrastructure to 
be in line with international 
standards.

The development of air-
port infrastructure, he said, 
will increase air passengers 
and improve the sector’s abil-

ity to respond to consumer 
needs. Chansereyvutha said 
the SSCA has already trained 
its staff in basic, intermedi-
ate and advanced skills.

The SSCA will also include 
the Industrial Revolution 4.0 
strategy in its plans to prepare 
for a post-Covid-19 recovery.

Hong Vannak, the director 
of the Department of Inter-
national Economics at the 
Institute of International 
Relations, Royal Academy 
of Cambodia, said airlines 
and passengers around the 
world are facing problems.

As such, he said SSCA’s plan 
could be better implemented 
after the Covid-19 crisis.

Voun Dara

KAMPONG Speu provincial 
governor Vei Samnang pro-
vided an outline of land dis-
putes at a press conference 
on Monday on the progress 
and goals in his province.

He said last year, the provin-
cial administration received 
152 complaints of land dis-
putes. Of the number, 52 were 
solved, 57 were in the process 
of being solved and 43 were 
denied and sent to other de-
partments to be processed.

The provincial cadastral com-
mittee, he said, had received 
330 cases involving 1,646 fami-
lies and covering 129ha. The 
committee has solved 151 cases 
and is in the process of solving 
28. It rejected 150 complaints 
while one was withdrawn.

The governor said he wants 
to expedite the remaining 
cases but they were compli-
cated and required relevant 
documents which had yet to 
be submitted. Some of the 

cases are 10 years old.
Samnang said the provin-

cial administration was urg-
ing parties involved in the 
remaining cases to find an 
out-of-court solution.

He said systematic land title 
registration work had been 
carried out in 515 villages in 
the province. last year, 408,938 

plots had been entered into the 
system and 333,592 land titles 
were distributed to residents.  

NGO ACNCIPO director 
Chea Hean said the provin-
cial administration had many 
land cases yet to be solved.

“I requested that the pro-
vincial administration urge 
[cadastral officials] to expe-

dite solutions in land cases 
for residents so they can rely 
on it for their livelihoods.

“If residents are well-off, 
the authorities seem to solve 
them quickly because they 
demand solutions. But poor 
residents don’t see their cases 
solved quickly,” he said.

He said he was observing 
over 30 cases that the provin-
cial administration had not 
solved. When solutions could 
not be found, some cases 
were sent to national-level 
authorities for a solution.

Hean also appealed to the 
provincial administration to 
expedite the revocation of land 
from land concession compa-
nies in cases where the court 
issued a warrant. In some cas-
es, provincial authorities had 
yet to act on these warrants.

He said this enabled offend-
ers to continue occupying 
State land. If these problems 
are not solved, he said, they 
will only become more diffi-
cult in the future. 

Governor Vei Samnang said the provincial hall wants parties involved in 
the remaining cases to find an out-of-court solution. HENG CHIVOAN

The SSCA will also include the Industrial Revolution 4.0 strategy in 
its plans to prepare for a post-Covid-19 recovery. supplIEd

The study will take the form of a survey into how the Covid-19 pandemic has impacted 
the livelihoods of workers in the textile, garment and footwear sectors. HONG MENEA



Khorn Savi

STUNG Treng military po-
lice handed over seven right-
hand-drive cars to officials 
from the provincial Depart-
ment of Customs and Excise 
on Saturday after they were 
found to be illegally imported 
with fake plate numbers.

Right-hand-drive cars were 
banned from entering the 
Kingdom in 2015. However, 
they are used in Thailand, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Singa-
pore and India among others 
due to the traffic system in 
those countries. And many 
modern right-hand-drive 
cars are found in Cambodia, 

according to police.
The major red flag, ac-

cording to the police, are 
the plates, which cannot 
be traced. Ministry of Land 
Transport director-general 
Chhoun Von said cars that 
use police or Royal Cambodia 
Armed Forces (RCAF) plate 
numbers, like the seven, are 
not required to register at the 
ministry. 

“For illegally imported cars 
without tax, we do not regis-
ter them. If there is no regis-
tration, there is no plate num-
ber,” said Voun.

Stung Treng military police 
also seized 12 illegally im-
ported cars with fake plate 

numbers in May and handed 
them over to the department 
as well.

Affiliated Network for Social 
Accountability (Ansa) execu-
tive director San Chey said 
cars using RCAF and State 
plates represent a loss of Cus-
toms duties and taxes to the 
State coffers.

He said some cars with 
RCAF plates are used for il-
legal business, such as trans-
porting forest products and 
other illegal goods.

“We think fake plate num-
bers are produced by crimi-
nals. Plate numbers from the 
Ministry of Interior have a 
proper identity,” he said.

Imported right-hand-drive cars 
with fake plates given to customs
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Stung Treng police collect 39 
home-made rifles from locals

Top court hears 
ex-officer’s plea 
over 2015 murder

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

S
ESAN district police 
on Monday handed 
over 39 home-made 
rifles to the Stung 

Treng provincial police to be 
stored after they were collect-
ed from locals.

District police chief Tes 
Phealep said citizens in the 
district handed over their 

guns following the safe vil-
lage-commune policy.

Phealep said: “I’m very happy 
to see our citizens stay aware 
and take these weapons to our 
police to keep them for further 
legal proceedings.  The 39 rif-
fles include an AK-44 rifle, two 
AK-47 assault rifles, a CKC rifle 
and home-made weapons.” 

Many rare wild animals 
have been shot and killed by 

home-made rifles in wildlife 
sanctuaries in Cambodia. 

On july 17, environment 
rangers caught two animal 
poachers hunting wild ani-
mals in Veun Sai-Siem Pang 
National Park in Ratanakkiri 
province’s Veun Sai district. 

The Ministry of Environ-
ment announced that during 
the crackdowns, police seized 
two dead red muntjacs, a 

stag, two home-made rifles, 
a small packet of gunpowder 
and a small box of pellets. 

The three animals were burnt 
at the scene, while the two rifles 
and the ammunition were kept 
temporarily at the provincial 
Department of Environment. 

The rangers built a case 
around two suspects who 
were referred to the court for 
legal proceedings.

Kim Sarom

THE Supreme Court on Mon-
day heard the appeal of Toem 
Sary, a former police officer 
convicted of murder over five 
years ago who asked the court 
to reduce his 30-year prison 
sentence.

Sary was previously sen-
tenced to life in prison by the 
Kandal Provincial Court be-
fore the Phnom Penh Appeal 
Court reduced his sentence to 
30 years.

At the courtroom on Mon-
day, the 35-year-old Sary told 
the judge he confessed to 

killing Srey Chanvuthy at his 
provincial court hearing. He 
acknowledged that the appeal 
court had already reduced his 
life sentence to 30 years.

“I filed an appeal with the 
Supreme Court because I 
don’t want to be jailed for up 
to 30 years. So, I ask the court 
to reduce my sentence at my 
request,” he said. 

Deputy prosecutor Chhoun 
Chantha said the provincial 
court sentenced him to life 
in prison under Article 200 of 
the Criminal Code.

An appeal court judge then 
reduced the sentence and 

amended his crime from pre-
meditated murder to murder 
accompanied by torture, cru-
elty or rape under Article 205 
of the Criminal Code.

Sary’s lawyer, Sin Sivorn, told 
the judge that at the time of the 
murder, Sary was very drunk. 

While he was drinking beer, 
Chanvuthy had a verbal dis-
pute with him.

Being a police officer who 
carries a gun, Sary could not 
control himself and shot and 
killed Chanvuthy.

“A drunken man relied on his 
power because he is a body-
guard with a gun.  He had a bad 

temper and didn’t think [before 
he acted]. However, I would like 
the court to reduce my client’s 
sentence,” Sivorn said. 

Presiding judge Khem Pon 
said a verdict will be an-
nounced on july 27. 

Sary was on the run from po-
lice for almost three years before 
Ang Snuol district police from 
Kandal province arrested him on 
April 1, 2018, in Takeo province.

He committed the murder 
on july 4, 2015, in Ang Snuol 
district’s Lomhach commune. 
The Kandal Provincial Court 
sentenced him to life in prison 
in absentia before his arrest.

The vehicles with untraceable RCAF licence plates have been turned over by the Stung Treng military police 
to the Department of Customs and Excise. FACEBOOK

Sary (centre) was on the run from police for almost three years before 
Ang Snuol district police arrested him on April 1, 2018. pOLICE

The stack includes a K-44 rifle, two AK-47 assault rifles, a CKC rifle and an assortment of home-made weapons. pOLICE

A drunken man relied on his 
power because he is a 

bodyguard with a gun.  He had 
a bad temper and didn’t think
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JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
The Phnom Penh Post, the oldest independent media company 
in Cambodia, is seeking full-time candidates for the following 
positions:

SAlES ANd MArkETiNg ExECUTivES: 4 pOSiTiONS

Main duties and responsibilities
Maintain good relationships with clients to inform and •	
update them on latest products and services
Service clients•	
Create branding activities for The Post•	
Represent The Phnom Penh Post when proposing and •	
soliciting advertisements and marketing campaigns
Find prospective clients and propose •	 advertising campaigns 
Build and maintain relationships with clients before and •	
after sales
Understand customers’ needs/feedback/complaints and •	
update market intelligence 
Assist clients in designing their advertisements and advise •	
them on effective media planning  
Meet monthly and quarterly sales targets•	
Perform other tasks as required by the commercial manager•	

Qualifications/experience required
Enjoy meeting people and be self-motivated, energetic and •	
committed, with excellent interpersonal, presentation and 

communication skills 
Work as a team with a positive, resourceful and sales-•	
driven attitude 

University qualification in business, marketing or three years •	
sales and marketing experience
Sales experience and a good understanding of media or •	
media agencies will be an advantage
Good English, both spoken and written•	
Able to work under pressure and meet tight deadlines  •	

Interested candidates are required to submit a photo-attached CV 
and cover letter with expected salary to the Human Resource and 
Administration Department at the following address no later than 
July 31, 2020.

Address: The Elements Condominium Level 7, Hun Sen Boulevard, 
Chak Angre Krom commune, Meanchey district, Phnom Penh.
Tel: +855 (0) 23 888 161 -162 
Email: jobs@phnompenhpost.com
www.phnompenhpost.com 
www.postkhmer.com

Post Media Co, Ltd is an equal opportunities employer.  
Only short-listed candidates will be contacted for an interview. 
Applications will not be returned.

Khorn Savi

A SERIES of land complaints 
were filed with the Mondulkiri 
Provincial Court on Monday 
by residents of lames and 
Pou lu villages who claim two 
community leaders stole land 
to sell.

The four indigenous plain-
tiffs also filed a complaint 
against an environment of-
ficial for not preventing the 
offences and against a couple 
– Kek Than and his wife Oeu – 
for land grabbing offences. 

According to court filings, 
Bou Sra community direc-
tor Toy Pak and member Den 
Kruoy cleared 2-3ha in the vil-
lages in 2014, while from 2019-
2020, he allegedly encroached 
on more than 10ha to sell 
to people outside the com-
munity. They also installed a 
boundary on another 50ha.

“land encroachment in the 
communities has been done 
at different areas which are 
1km from the Tuol Svay envi-
ronment office, but officials 
failed to act,” the complaint 
said.

This year, Than and Oeu 
allegedly stole the land and 
threatened lames villagers 
with a cleaver to stop them 
from growing rice.

Mondulkiri forest activist 
Kroeung Tola told The Post 
that land in Nam lear Wildlife 
Sanctuary is joint land between 

lames and Pou lu villages.
“The condition of commu-

nity land is for the use of res-
idents. It is not allowed to be 
sold to anyone. These people 
clear forest to sell and we 
cannot forgive them,” said 
Tola.

People in lames and Pou lu 
villages are asking the court 
to take back the land and 
make offenders compensate 
them for the price of the for-
est and fine them according 
to the law.

The Post could not reach Pak 
or Kruoy for comment.

Nam lear Wildlife Sanctu-
ary director Vuth Sarom said 
environment officials fulfil 
their roles in protecting this 
area. “They have the right to 
file a complaint. We have al-
ways fulfilled our duties,” said 
Sarom.

However, he said opportun-
ists claiming to be area resi-
dents are logging even after 
the government declared it 
would give land to citizens in 
protected areas.

Eang Mengly, the provincial 
coordinator for rights group 
Adhoc said forest offenders 
must receive punishment even 
if they are officials or rich.

“If the case is real, the court 
and authorities must have 
evidence of the offences the 
people of lames and Pou lu 
villages claim to have been 
committed,” Mengly said. 

M’kiri villagers take 
land cases to court 

Firm told to rebuild canal wall
Soth Koemsoeun

P
HNOM Penh munici-
pal authorities have 
ordered construction 
company ly Broth-

ers limited to rebuild a 200m 
section of wall at the Boeung 
Trabek canal in Chamkarmon 
district’s Phsar Doeum Thkov 
commune after it was found 
to be tilting, causing safety 
and technical concerns.

Phnom Penh Municipal 
Hall spokesman Meth Meas 
Pheakdey said on Monday 
that the construction com-
pany needs to study the wall’s 
technical specifications to 
ensure it follows the stan-
dards agreed upon before 
construction.

“We require the company to 
rebuild the entire tilted wall 
to ensure that there are prop-
er standards and techniques.  
I have not yet received any 
details about the cost,” Meas 
Pheakdey said.

He said the concrete wall 
is not in danger of collaps-
ing, but it is leaning and has 
shifted from its original place. 
Currently, there are no risk 
of injury or safety posed to 
workers or nearby residents, 
he said.

District governor Theng 
Sothol said on Monday that 
municipal officials ordered 
the company to drill into the 
ground to check the quality of 
the land properly before re-
building the wall to avoid any 

further tilts or a collapse. 
He said after receiving news 

that the wall was tilted on july 
14, he and Sam Piseth, the 
Phnom Penh Public Works 
and Transport Department 
director, immediately in-
spected the project.

“I think maybe the com-
pany built it wrongly, causing 
it to tilt during construction. 
The wall is not yet fully com-
pleted,” Sothol said.

Piseth refused to comment 
on the case and referred The 

Post to Meas Pheakdey.
ly Brothers limited’s chief 

of staff Sek Sreng said on 
Monday that the Boeung Tra-
bek canal has minor technical 
problems but the company is 
preparing to test the soil and 
rebuild the wall.

The finished wall will be 
1.7km-long on both sides of 
the canal. Sreng said authori-
ties are still working with citi-
zens to permit the construc-
tion to continue. 

“This construction causes 

some problems for citizens, 
but we have solutions for 
them. Some citizens cooper-
ated with authorities, while 
some asked for compensa-
tion, Sreng said.

“It therefore requires more 
time. My company only has 
to construct it. If the authori-
ties only solve the problems 
in some places, we will have 
to follow them. If authorities 
can solve [the issues] speed-
ily, we can construct quickly,” 
Sreng said.

Municipal Hall spokesman Meth Meas Pheakdey said the concrete wall is not in danger of collapsing, but it is 
leaning and has shifted from its original place. HONG MENEA



Soth Koemsoeun 

SANTUK district governor 
Touch Sokha said on Monday 
that three Forestry Adminis-
tration officers in Kampong 
Thom province sustained se-
rious and minor injuries in a 
clash with over 100 residents 
in the Anlong Thma forestry 
restoration station area in 
Boeung Lvea commune.

Officer Ang Buntha sus-
tained injuries to his right leg 
when he was hit by batons 
thrown by residents. To Rat 
suffered back injuries from 

axes thrown by residents. An-
other unidentified officer was 
hit on his left hand but his in-
juries were not bad. 

Before the clash, 35 For-
estry Administration officials 
in the province were planting 
over 10,000 tree saplings in 
the area when over 100 resi-
dents came to claim that the 
area belonged to them. They 
stopped the officials from 
planting the saplings and re-
moved them. 

“During that time, many 
residents armed with cleav-
ers, axes and batons shouted 
and officers withdrew. But 

two or three residents hurled 
axes at three officials leav-
ing them injured.  State cars 
suffered damage, but I don’t 
know if guns were fired or 
not,” Sokha said.

He said the land belongs to 
the state and the perpetra-
tors want it to sell resources 
to traders. 

“If they do lack land we 
would allow them to rely on it 
for their livelihoods, but they 
are not doing agricultural 
work,” he said.

Provincial Forestry Ad-
ministration head Bun So-

thy could not be reached for 
comment on Monday. De-
partment director Pen Van-
rith said he had received the 
information, but he did not 
know the actual situation. He 
referred questions to Sothy. 

Boeung Lvea commune 
chief Chhit Khoeun said on 
Monday that he took office 
in 2017, but residents were 
already there. So, he doesn’t 
know if the land belongs to the 
state or residents. 

“Those who live on the land 
today don’t possess correct land 
titles, but they have lived here 
for a long time,” he said.

National
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Long Kimmarita

THE Ministry of Public Works 
and Transport issued a direc-
tive dated july 14 transfer-
ring several services related 
to waterway transport to the 
Phnom Penh and provincial 
administrations.

Watercraft inspections and 
the issuance of watercraft 
identification cards and water 
transport business licences 
will be handled at a One Win-
dow Service Office (OWSO) 
instead of the ministry.

The ministry said the 
transfer of authority was 
made to make the processes 
quicker, more efficient and 
transparent.

The OWSO will only au-
thorise watercraft under 90 
horsepower with a capacity 
of 40 tonnes or less and a pas-
senger load of 50 or less. 

Operators of larger vessels 
will still have to apply for ser-
vices through the ministry.

The ministry said: “The 
capital and provincial ad-
ministrations must make 
regular reports on the in-
spections of watercraft tech-
nical specifications. They 
must provide business li-
cences to the transport and 
interior ministries.”

The directive states that all 
documents must be processed 
through the OWSO for easy 
management and implemen-
tation and information must 

be updated at least once a year.
The transport ministry’s 

General Department of Wa-
terway and Maritime Trans-
port and Ports general direc-
tor Mak Sideth told The Post 
on Monday that the revision 
of the forms and procedures 
are designed to share more 
of the workload with the sub-
national level.

Sideth said: “We will follow 
the government, which has 
transferred some services to 
the sub-national level. For 
watercraft over the capacity 
limited in the directive, they 
must get the same govern-
ment service at the transport 
ministry.”

He said the ministry will 
train officials at the OWSO to 

ensure they are knowledge-
able about the services of-
fered to citizens.

Cambodian Institute for 
Democracy president Pa 
Chanroeun praised the trans-
fer of power.

“It is also a way to reduce 
cost and congestion. People 
[used to] go to the district or 
provincial town or to Phnom 
Penh to seek these services.

“The change also reduces 
gatherings during Covid-19. 
I hope the government, as 
well as its partners, will con-
tinue to support and expand 
the quality and quantity of 
OWSOs to make it easier for 
our people to file paperwork 
and access public services,” 
Chanroeun said.

Three officers hurt in 
K Thom forest clash

One Window Service to 
issue watercraft licences

Fuel, gas business scrutinised
Voun Dara

PHNOM Penh Municipal Po-
lice chief Sar Thet instructed 
14 district police chiefs on 
Monday to increase law en-
forcement on people who op-
erate fuel stations and shops 
selling and refilling gas con-
tainers.

Thet made the statement 
while chairing a meeting to 
promote and implement 
measures by the Ministry of 
Health and Phnom Penh Mu-
nicipal Hall to inspect kara-

oke parlours and nightclubs 
as the venues are under order 
to transform into restaurants.

“District police chiefs must 
increase regular training for 
vendors who are in vulnerable 
businesses, such as fuel sta-
tions and shops selling and re-
filling gas, especially those that 
should have extinguishers in 
case a fire happens,” Thet said.

Phnom Penh municipal 
deputy police chief Neth 
Vantha told The Post the in-
struction is in line with Sub-
Decree 131 on conditions and 

measures to prevent fires.
“People do not understand 

or participate in this activity 
widely. People who are en-
gaged in the business of sell-
ing fuel and refilling gas have 
not yet complied with the law 
which does not allow busi-
nesses to sell risky goods in 
urban areas,” he said.

Vantha said the relevant de-
partments must implement 
the law because the sub-de-
cree has already been issued 
and it is valid to implement if 
citizens have violated it.

He said in line with the 
municipal police chief’s in-
struction, it is necessary to 
continue to apply the law 
more widely to vulnerable 
businesses such as fuel sta-
tions and shops selling and 
refilling gas.

Thet’s instructions, Vantha 
said, also came after a fire 
broke out in a house selling gas 
along Street 63, in Daun Penh 
district’s Boeng Reang com-
mune, Phnom Penh on Satur-
day. The fire killed four people 
and injured five.

Phnom Penh municipal deputy police chief Neth Vantha said the law does not allow businesses to sell risky goods in urban areas. police

The ministry said the transfer of authority was made to make the pro-
cesses quicker, more efficient and transparent. Hong Menea

If they do lack land we would 
allow them to rely on it for 

their livelihoods, but they are 
not doing agricultural work
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,260 17,300 17,300 17,080

2 GTI 3,250 3,250 3,250 3,250

3 PAS 15,500 15,500 15,560 15,500

4 PPAP 11,520 11,500 11,640 11,500

5 PPSP 2,290 2,290 2,290 2,280

6 PWSA 5,540 5,520 5,580 5,500

Date: July 20, 2020

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,090 1.3576 6.9901 107.15 4.2625 1.3902 31.84 0.6994 1.1460 1.2582

EQuITIES were mixed on Mon-
day as a spike in new coronavi-
rus infections across the planet 
forced governments to impose 
fresh containment measures, 
fuelling fears about the stutter-
ing economic recovery.

Traders are also keeping 
tabs on Europe, where lead-
ers are struggling to unite over 
an $860 billion rescue package 
for the battered Eu.

The rally that has charac-
terised equity markets since 
hitting a March low is show-
ing signs of stalling as the pan-
demic rages, with new infec-
tions from Australia to the uS.

An index of uS consumer sen-
timent last week showed it hit a 
three-month low this month.

“When coupled with the 
recent stickiness of jobless 
claims, the Michigan survey 
suggests some risk that the 
positive data surprises that 
dominated through june 
might have hit a brick wall,” 
said AxiCorp’s Stephen Innes.

AMP Capital Investors’ 
Shane Oliver added: “Our base 
case remains for the econom-
ic recovery to continue, but for 
the deep V rebound evident in 
much recent data to give way 
to a slower, bumpier recovery 
going forward.

“Shares are still vulnerable 
to a further correction or con-
solidation, with renewed lock-
downs and the uS presidential 
election being the main risks.”

Investors are keeping an eye 
on Washington, hoping law-
makers will press ahead with 
fresh stimulus measures for the 
world’s top economy, with un-
employment benefit bonus pay-
ments due to expire on july 31.

However, there are disagree-
ments over how much to pay 
and uS President Donald Trump 
is trying to include tax cuts. Fail-
ure to extend the scheme would 
have a catastrophic impact on 
poor families.

Shanghai jumped more than 
one per cent, resuming a rally 
that saw the composite index 
jump around 15 per cent in the 
first two weeks of this month 
before a sharp drop last week.

Hong Kong and Tokyo were 
each 0.1 per cent higher after 
reversing early losses, while 
there were also gains in Mum-
bai and Bangkok.

But Sydney and jakarta 
slipped 0.5 per cent, Singa-
pore lost 0.4 per cent and Wel-
lington gave back 0.3 per cent. 
Taipei and Seoul both lost 0.1 
per cent.

In early trade, london, 
Frankfurt and Paris all dipped 
0.2 per cent.

The corporate earnings sea-
son continues this week, with 
observers looking for compa-
nies’ commentaries, seeking 
clues about their outlooks.

European leaders remain 
unable to break a deadlock on 
their planned stimulus pro-
gramme, with a fraught sum-
mit going into a fourth day.

The talks have failed to yield 
agreement over the size and 
rules for the package of loans 
and grants to help drag Eu-
rope out of recession, with the 
Netherlands, Sweden, Austria, 
Denmark and Finland want-
ing to pare it back and impose 
strict rules on how it is used.

Still, analysts expect a deal 
to eventually be hammered 
out. AFP

Thou Vireak

CAMBODIA’S domestic and interna-
tional air freight volume contracted 
by about 30 per cent year-on-year to 
25,000 tonnes in the first half of this 
year, the State Secretariat of Civil 
Aviation (SSCA) reported.

At the same time, the Kingdom 
served 1.95 million air passengers 
during the period, tumbling 67.5 per 
cent from the year-ago period.

SSCA communications and pub-
lic relations director Khek Norinda 
told The Post on Monday that global 
travel restrictions implemented 

to prevent the spread of Covid-19 
have drastically reduced traffic at 
the Kingdom’s three international 
airports.

The economic slowdown has neg-
atively weighed on air cargo volume, 
he said, noting that Phnom Penh In-
ternational Airport has also experi-
enced sporadic spikes in air freight.

“We don’t expect a sizable chunk 
of activity to resume until the third 
or even fourth quarter of 2020. In 
any event, air traffic is unlikely to 
return anytime soon to the levels 
recorded in 2019 and in the years 
before,” Norinda said.   

Cambodia Association of Travel 
Agents (CATA) president Chhay Siv-
lin told The Post on Monday that the 
drop in passengers and air cargo 
during the period was due to a gov-
ernment ban on the issue of visas 
for tourists.

“Consequently, goods transport 
follows the same pattern. When 
there aren’t many tourists coming 
in and going out, the demand for 
goods declines in concordance.

“We still see people travel to Cambo-
dia looking for investment opportuni-
ties with high hopes of starting a new 
venture in our country,” she said.

The tourism sector has nearly flat-
lined due to the pandemic, she said, 
adding that about 90 per cent of its 
businesses have closed.

“We acknowledge the decline. 
As Covid-19 tightened its grip, the 
government stopped issuing visas 
for travellers. Now we only provide 
visas for businesspeople and diplo-
mats, not tourists, so the magnitude 
of the drop in passengers is bound 
to be huge,” Sivlin said.

Ministry of Public Works and Trans-
port spokesman Vasim Sorya noted 
the pandemic’s crippling effects on 
the Kingdom’s transport sector.

“The government has been work-
ing to build the infrastructure to 
help develop the socio-economy 
and find solutions to reduce trans-
port and logistics costs. It will not 
be easy to recover air transport,” he 
said.

Also on Monday, minister in 
charge of the SSCA Mao Havannall 
told a meeting on the preparation of 
the civil aviation development stra-
tegic plan 2021-2025 that the SSCA 
will do its part in shoring up devel-
opment of the air transport sector in 
observance of international safety 
standards.

Stock markets mixed 
as virus cases explode

Air freight volume falls 30%, traffic shrinks 67.5% in H1

SMEs the ‘engine’ of telecoms
May Kunmakara

C
AMBODIA’S wireless 
carriers recorded a 
drop in users as the 
coronavirus crisis 

squeezes economic activity.
But fixed broadband inter-

net subscriptions have seen a 
remarkable rise, underpinned 
by heightened demand from 
the small and medium-sized 
enterprise (SME) sector and 
an increase in social media 
users, said Telecommunica-
tion Regulator of Cambodia 
(TRC) spokesman Im Vutha.

As the telecom and infor-
mation and communications 
technology (ICT) industries 
emerge as the new focal point 
of the global economy, the 
TRC is thriving to equip the 
Kingdom with the appropri-
ate infrastructure, he said.

The number of active mo-
bile phone subscriptions 
across the Kingdom’s six op-
erators was 20,481,051 as of 
the end of May, inching down 
0.08 per cent from the end of 
May last year, data from the 
TRC show.

This figure is the equivalent 
of 124.09 per cent of the total 
population.

At the same time, the num-
ber of landline and fixed-line 
subscriptions numbered just 
52,480 as of the end of May, 
slipping 21.62 per cent from 
the end of May last year.

The number of mobile inter-
net subscriptions across Cam-
bodia’s seven providers also 
recorded a 2.36 per cent drop 
to 14,863,435, whereas fixed 
broadband internet subscrip-
tions across the Kingdom’s 37 
providers logged a 33.07 per 
cent climb to 249,132.

Meanwhile the number of 
Facebook users in the King-
dom reached 10.95 million, 
TRC data show.

TRC’s Vutha said the Covid-
19 pandemic’s impact on the 
telecom industry has been 
marginal and not a cause for 
concern to the development of 
the ICT sector in Cambodia.

He said: “The decline in 
number of mobile phone and 
mobile internet subscriptions 
during the time is negligible – 
the figure basically hit a ceil-
ing at 20 million, given that 
the total population is nearly 
16 million.

“Covid-19 primarily affected 
the mobility of people, particu-
larly evident in the sharp slump 
in international tourists and 
residents working in Cambodia 
– I am not worried about it.

“On the other hand, we re-
corded an increase in number 
of fixed broadband internet 

subscriptions of more than 30 
per cent due to a rapid surge 
in customers from the SME 
sector and the rising trend 
of social media users – from 
eight million to more than 10 
million.”

Vutha noted that there had 
been a rise in the usage of on-
line services during the first 
five months of this year as 
more schools and businesses 
develop an online presence.

“I am confident that as our 
5G network continues to ex-
pand, so too will the number 
of mobile phone subscrip-
tions and fixed internet users, 
further buoyed by a balloon-
ing number of SMEs.

“The spread of Covid-19 
will certainly not be a barrier 
for the development of the 
sector,” he said.

In May, the Ministry of Posts 
and Telecommunications urged 
all local telecom operators to 

inject funding for infrastructure 
and improve the quality of mo-
bile and internet services.

This came in a bid to handle 
the increasing demand from 
a growing number of people 
working from home and 
studying online.

It said in a statement: “All 
mobile telecommunications 
operators need to improve the 
quality of their telecommuni-
cations services everywhere, 
especially in urban areas and 
in new development areas.

“The ministry makes it clear 
that telecommunications op-
erators must guarantee the 
quality of mobile services to 
consumers in accordance 
with the terms of their licence. 
Any provision of poor quality 
mobile service is a dishonest 
act as stated in the Consumer 
Protection Act,” it said.

As of the end of the May, the 
Kingdom’s 4G network covers 
52.7 per cent of its geographi-
cal landmass, or 80.3 per cent 
of its total population, TRC 
data show.

Meanwhile, its 3G network 
covers 60 per cent of its land-
mass, or 85.1 per cent of its 
population, while 2G covers 
85.7 per cent of its landmass, or 
99.2 per cent of its population.

Meanwhile, State-owned 
Telecom Cambodia (TC), 
Cambodia Fibre Optic Com-
munication Network Co ltd 
(CFOCN) and Viettel (Cam-
bodia) Pte ltd have invested 
in the instalment of more 
than 44,251km of fibre optic 
cable in the Kingdom.

Viettel Cambodia is a sub-
sidiary of Viettel Group, the 
Vietnamese military-owned 
operator of Cambodian mo-
bile operator Metfone.

Fixed broadband internet subscriptions across the Kingdom’s 37 
providers logged a 33.07 per cent climb to 249,132. HONG MENEA
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China’s economic rebound to ‘continue’ in H2

VN banks to sell collateral 
assets amid rising bad debts

C
HINA’S growth re-
covery is set to con-
tinue in the second 
half of the year, and 

Beijing’s policies are expected 
to focus on narrowing the de-
velopment gaps amid the rap-
id and yet uneven rebound to 
consolidate the economy’s 
long-term resilience, econo-
mists said.

They expect the govern-
ment’s main objectives to 
continue to centre around 
stabilising employment and 
ensuring corporate survival 
while retaining policy room 
for any shocks generated by 
the potential resurgence of 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

While the world is still strug-
gling with the impact of the 
pandemic, China’s economy 
made a strong bounce-back 
in the second quarter, beat-
ing economists’ expectations 
by growing 3.2 per cent from 
a year earlier.

Analysts are now ponder-
ing the sustainability of such 
strong rebound momentum 
and how China’s policy may 
evolve in the second half of 
the year to keep its economy 
on a steady recovery path.

The general view among 
economists is that China’s 
recovery will continue in the 
second half but the sequen-
tial pace may be slower as the 
economy continues to face 
acute challenges such as per-
sisting unemployment pres-
sure and the possibility of the 
resurgence of the pandemic.

China will need to step up 
policy support to address 
some of the uneven patterns 
behind the strong rebound, 
economists said. For example, 
household consumption re-
mained subdued as national 
retail sales declined 1.8 per 
cent year-on-year last month, 
and the recovery of the servic-
es sector has fallen behind the 
country’s industrial produc-
tion and construction growth.

“The economy has recov-
ered well with respect to in-
dustrial production while 
services took a hit in the first 

half of the year. In the coming 
months, we will likely see this 
performance gap narrowing 
and economic growth acceler-
ating,” said Dominik Peschel, 
head of the economics unit for 
the Asian Development Bank’s 
resident mission in China.

Economists expect that 
more supportive policies will 
be rolled out to facilitate a 
stronger recovery of the ser-
vices sector and to spur do-
mestic consumption.

Peschel said that the resump-
tion of household consump-
tion will play a crucial role in 

the continuity of China’s recov-
ery in the coming months.

The prerequisites for do-
mestic consumption to pick 
up include the avoidance of a 
second wave of Covid-19, sup-
portive government policies 
aiming at stabilising employ-
ment and household incomes, 
and an improvement in con-
sumer sentiment, he added.

Meanwhile, policy efforts 
should continue to focus on 
ensuring that businesses – es-
pecially small and medium-
sized enterprises – obtain 
sufficient credit at a reason-

able interest rate as employ-
ment generation and im-
provements to people’s basic 
livelihoods largely depend on 
the capacity of businesses to 
continue employing staff in a 
challenging economic envi-
ronment, Peschel added.

Most economists see no 
imminent reversal of China’s 
overall policy easing stance 
after a senior official of the 
National Bureau of Statis-
tics said on Friday that the 
national economic recovery 
remains under pressure as 
the losses caused by the pan-
demic have not been fully re-
couped and getting the econ-
omy back to normal is still a 
strenuous task.

Wang jinbin, deputy dean 
of the School of Economics at 
Renmin university of China, 
said during an online forum 
on Saturday that China’s overall 
credit supply will likely be kept 
at a high level in the coming 
quarters and more fiscal spend-
ing can be expected to help the 
disaster relief effort and recon-
struction in the flood-affected 
southern regions.

Economists said China’s 
future policy will continue to 
reflect the central leadership’s 
idea of maintaining its strate-
gic focus and the bottom-line 
thinking to prevent the coun-
try’s economy from suffering 
unexpected damage given 
the highly uncertain outlook 
for the global economy.

“We think the continued 
growth recovery in the second 

quarter will not reverse the 
overall policy easing stance in 
the third quarter as economic 
activities have yet to fully return 
to normal, job market pressure 
persists and growth uncertain-
ties linger,” China economists 
at Swiss bank uBS said.

But the central leadership 
may reassess the mix of policy 
easing in the months to come 
as China’s growth normalises 
and external demand recov-
ers, they said.

yi Gang, governor of the 
People’s Bank of China, the 
central bank, said recently 
that the country needs to pre-
vent its supportive financial 
policy from diminishing in-
centives and the government 
needs to pay more attention 
to the policy’s side effects.

The country’s financial 
regulators have been keeping 
a vigilant eye on the recent 
rapid rise of asset prices as 
well as the potential growth 
of nonperforming loans in 
the banking sector amid con-
cerns that the rapid build-up 
of leverage and the poten-
tial surge of bad loans could 
jeopardise the stability of the 
country’s financial system.

Hua Changchun, chief 
economist at Guotai jun’an 
Securities Co ltd, said gov-
ernment policy needs to 
strike a balance between sup-
porting the economic recov-
ery and preventing financial 
risks and asset bubbles in 
capital markets. CHINA DAILY/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

A NuMBER of banks in Viet-
nam have announced plans 
to auction off their collateral 
assets in an attempt to speed 
up bad debt recovery.

On the website of Vietin-
bank Debt Management and 
Asset Exploitation Co ltd 
(Vietinbank), since the begin-
ning of this month, Vietinbank 
has put six properties up for 
sale worth at least 223 billion 
dong ($9.6 million). This value 
is based on the initial selling 
price of the auctioned assets.

The highest starting price is 
190 billion dong for the land use 
rights and ownership of houses 
and other properties attached 
to a 3.23ha land situated at the 
Can Tho Centre complex.

Other properties on sale in-
clude 2ha land plot use right 
at the Tam Hiep industrial 
park and port logistics at 10 
billion dong and nearly 90ha 
of rubber trees and attached 
buildings in Kon Tum prov-
ince’s Dak To district at more 
than 7.8 billion dong.

A collateral asset including 
30 land use rights and land-
attached assets with an area 
of more than 5ha in Hoa Binh 
province’s Ky Son district, will 
also be auctioned to handle 
debt worth 105 billion dong of 
Viet Thai Steel jSC.

By the end of March, total non-
performing loans of Vietinbank 
increased 56 per cent compared 
to the start of the year, driving 
the bad debt ratio to 1.83 per 
cent from 1.16 per cent.

Since April, joint Stock 
Commercial Bank for Invest-
ment and Development of 
Vietnam (BIDV) has also put 
up many properties for sale to 
resolve bad debts.

last week, BIDV’s Quang 
Tri branch put up four assets 
pledged as security for loans 
for sale with starting price of 
88 billion dong.

This month, BIDV also 
auctioned collateral assets 
of Truong Phat Investment 
Trading and Services jSC. The 
company’s debts as of Febru-
ary reached nearly 105 billion 
dong. The collateral asset is 
the land use right of 2,832sqm 
land in Hanoi’s Ba Dinh dis-
trict, being auctioned for at 
least 100.5 billion dong.

Earlier, BIDV’s Gia Dinh 
branch auctioned 65 apart-
ments in the Era Town project 
in Ho Chi Minh City’s District 7 
with the starting price ranging 

from 2.1 to 5.5 billion dong per 
apartment.

Saigon Thuong Tin Commer-
cial joint Stock Bank (Sacom-
bank) is also selling buildings, a 
sports complex and land in Ho 
Chi Minh City’s Binh Tri Dong 
district with the starting price of 
more than six trillion dong.

Adverse impacts of the 
Covid-19 pandemic have 
pushed many companies to 
their limits and forced banks to 
put their debts up for auction.

But as the real estate market 
has been in a difficult period 
since the latter half of last year, 
many high-value properties 
have struggled to find buyers.

Some of BIDV’s mortgages 
have been sold for the third time 
but have yet to be sold while as-
sets auctioned by Sacombank 
could not be transferred de-
spite the bank has reduced the 
selling price. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

China’s economy made a strong bounce-back in the second quarter, beating economists’ expectations by 
growing 3.2 per cent from a year earlier. XINHUA NEWS AGENCY/CHINA DAILY

BIDV’s Gia Dinh branch auctioned 65 apartments in the Era Town 
project. VIETNAMFINANCE.VN/VIET NAM NEWS
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Economic stars align, bringing 
fruits of progress into K Speu

Korea’s SPC widens overseas ventures

Hin Pisei

A 
fAvourAblE geo-
graphical location 
has prompted a 
steady rise in inves-

tors and enterprises setting 
up base in Kampong Speu 
province, its governor vei 
Samnang said on Monday.

He was speaking at a press 
conference on the progress 
and continuing work direction 
of the Kampong Speu Provin-
cial Administration held at the 
Council of Ministers.

He noted that the province, 
with a name that means “Port 
of Star fruits”, is located be-
tween two of the Kingdom’s 
major economic poles – Phnom 
Penh and Sihanoukville in the 
southwestern coastal province 
of Preah Sihanouk.

This in conjunction with 
the all-round implementation 
of the government’s national 

policy and strategies has led to 
the modest rise in investment 
in the province, he said.

As of the beginning of this 
month, there are 161 large 
factories across the province 
which employ a total of 120,734 
people, he said. of these, 143 
are in operation, while 18 are 
under construction.

There are currently 1,508 
small and medium-sized en-
terprises (SMEs) and handi-
craft workshops employing 
13,395 people, he added.

“The number of factory op-
erators coming to invest in 
Kampong Speu has increased 
little by little. In fact, in recent 
days, I have signed docu-
ments enabling two more 
factories to open.

“Even at this stage of Covid-
19, no one has yet to give 
up on coming here to set up 
shop,” Samnang said.

He said international in-

vestors have also expressed a 
keen interest on developing 
satellite cities in the province.

“Hong Kong investors are 
interested in the project and 
are making preparations, but 
I will refrain from disclosing 
the information for fear of 
raising land prices in the area 
out of the company’s invest-
ment budget,” Samnang said, 
refusing to elaborate.

Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce vice-president 
lim Heng recently told The 
Post that the province will see 
further investment growth 
with National road 4, which 
features prominently in the 
Cambodia Industrial Devel-
opment Policy 2015-2025.

from east to west, National 
road 4 crosses the province’s 
Samrong Tong district, Chbar 
Mon town and Phnom Sruoch 
district. It connects to Kandal 
province’s Ang Snuol district 

in the east and Preah Si-
hanouk province’s Kampong 
Seila district in the west.

“I believe that Kampong Speu 
province will draw in more in-
vestors when Cambodia enters 
into a free trade agreement 
with China soon,” he said.

Samnang added that the 
provincial administration 
collected 94.654 billion riel 
($23.67 million) in revenue, 
or 510 per cent of the annual 
target, while its expenditures 
were 75.043 billion riel, or 99 
per cent of the annual target.

Kampong Speu is divided 
into seven districts and Chbar 
Mon town which comprise 87 
communes further composed 
of 1358 villages.

The provincial capital Ch-
bar Mon encompasses Chbar 
Mon, Kandorl Dom, rokar 
Thom, Sopoa Tep, Svay Kra-
van communes which consti-
tute 56 villages.

WHIlE the Covid-19 pan-
demic has depressed the per-
formance of many businesses, 
the opposite is true for South 
Korean food company SPC 
Group, which has expanded 
its overseas business in recent 
months.

last month, SPC Group – 
owner of the country’s biggest 
bakery brand, Paris baguette 
– announced that it would 
launch the brand in Canada. It 
will be the seventh country the 
company has entered.

The Covid-19 pandemic 
means it will take longer than 
usual to find partner firms and 
conduct market research, ac-

cording to the food giant, but 
it is overcoming those difficul-
ties through different strate-
gies, it said.

SPC Group has been seek-
ing a foothold in the Americas, 
and is tapping into the Cana-
dian market after making ef-
forts to expand its business in 
the uS.

In Asia, the company es-
tablished a joint venture last 
year with Huot Sroeng Group 
Co ltd (HSG) for an entry to 
Cambodia.

The Kingdom became the 
third country in Southeast 
Asia behind vietnam and 
Singapore where the com-

pany has entered.
It said in a press release: “The 

food and beverage market is 
growing fast here in Cambo-
dia, and we expect to create 
synergy with two neighbour-
ing countries, vietnam and 
Singapore.

“We will do our best to make 
Paris baguette a top bakery 
brand in Cambodia, with the 
help of its brand and product 
quality,” it said, announc-
ing plans to import its other 
brands and develop produc-
tion infrastructure in the King-
dom.

In the same year, the com-
pany ploughed 40 billion won 

($33.2 million) into the con-
struction of a factory in China 
to serve the local market.

Thanks to all these efforts, 
the company’s overseas sales 
last year reached 422.2 billion 
won – about 20 per cent of the 
total sales of the affiliated Paris 
Croissant Co ltd, the operator 
of Paris baguette.

SPC Group currently oper-
ates about 400 Paris baguette 
stores in overseas markets in-
cluding the uS, france, Singa-
pore, vietnam and Cambodia.

Including its stores in South 
Korea, the company has 4,000 
bakeries around the globe. THE 

KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

fINTECH in Singapore has 
shown remarkable resilience 
even as the economy faces 
its worst downturn amid the 
coronavirus outbreak.

The surge in digital services 
use during the Covid-19 cri-
sis is expected to further en-
trench the republic as a global 
fintech hub.

The number of fintech 
companies in the city-state 
has grown to 1,000 this year.

This is up from 600 last year, 
which saw a net increase of 
about 4,900 jobs in financial 
services and fintech, said the 
Monetary Authority of Singa-
pore (MAS), the central bank.

reflecting unflinching in-
vestor focus on the industry, 
fintech firms in Singapore 
raised S$462 million (uS$332 
million) in equity funding in 
the first half of this year – 19 
per cent higher than over the 
same period last year, said 
bCG finTech Control Tower, 
a research-focused unit de-
veloped jointly by the boston 
Consulting Group and Ex-
pand research.

According to the Singapore 
Exchange (SGX), the most 
traded fintech-focused stocks 
in recent months include if-
ast, Synagie and Silverlake 
Axis. The trio have averaged 
a 21 per cent total return this 
year to july 15.

There is a good chance that 
some of Singapore’s home-
grown pure fintech compa-
nies will achieve unicorn sta-
tus – unicorns being start-ups 
with a value exceeding $1 bil-
lion – over the next few years, 
said Dr john Chessher, senior 
adviser at Singapore’s Stirling 
Coleman Capital.

Current contenders include 
Smartkarma, a platform 
which provides investment 
research, and

Everex, which is a block-
chain-based solutions pro-
vider for settlements, trans-
fers and currency exchange, 
Dr Chessher wrote in an SGX 
market update report.

“Singapore has put tremen-
dous effort into providing en-
couragement and support for 
fintech start-ups and having a 
high-profile pure fintech winner 
would be a confirmation that 
this strategy has been a success, 
as well as strengthening the 
country’s position as a preferred 
destination for international tal-
ent and capital,” he said.

Another measure of success 
in the fintech universe is the ac-
quisition of a start-up by a larger 

peer. back in March, for instance, 
Hong Kong-based AMTD Group 
acquired a controlling stake in 
PolicyPal, an insurtech firm with 
a digital insurance brokerage li-
cence from MAS.

Singapore’s fintech sector 
saw a total of S$188 million in 
merger and acquisition deals 
in the first six months of this 
year, said MAS.

fintech covers a broad 
range of verticals from mobile 
payments and crowdfunding 
to insurance.

It is a core part of the Smart Na-
tion initiative, launched in 2014 
to take Singapore to the forefront 
of digital transformation.

Singapore was ranked fourth 
among the top global fintech 
hubs – behind the San fran-
cisco bay area, london and 
New york – by the findexable 
Global fintech Index 2020.

Insurtech, lending and pay-
ments were the republic’s 
particular strengths.

The index tipped TenX, 
Quoine and Kyber Network as 
local fintech leaders.

Dr Chessher said the 
strength of the fintech indus-
try in Singapore owes a lot 
to the government’s multi-
pronged approach to pro-
mote its development.

“Singapore has arguably 
been unique in its fintech-
specific initiatives.

“In 2015, the MAS appointed 
a chief fintech officer who has 
focused on three key areas – 
helping financial institutions 
embrace and adopt digital 
technology, enabling fintechs 
to grow, and partnering with 
banks and other financial in-
stitutions,” he said.

In addition to the usual sup-
port given to early-stage busi-
nesses by entities, such as Start-
up SG, specific fintech hubs 
have been established and a 
number of government initia-
tives have provided impetus to 
local fintech development.

Those initiatives include 
the Global Trade Connectiv-
ity Network, which aims at 
digitising trade financing, 
and Project ubin, which in-
vestigates the use of distrib-
uted ledger technology and 
blockchain for clearing and 
settlement activities.

last year, MAS announced 
that it would issue up to five 
digital banking licences.

The April award of 5G licenc-
es will also open up a range of 
new possibilities in the fintech 
sector. THE STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Singapore’s fintech 
displaying resilience 
amid Covid downturn

Kampong Speu provincial governor Vei Samnang (left) said there were 161 large factories across the province as of the beginning of this month. SUPPLIED

Fintech firms in Singapore raised S$462 million (US$332 million) in 
equity funding in the first half of this year – 19 per cent higher than over 
the same period last year. THE STRAITS TIMES
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Independence Hotel 
in Sihanoukville has a 
range of special deals and 
events in place to entice 

vacationers as the Kingdom 
looks forward to a week-long 
public holiday in August. 

A five-day national holiday 
from August 17-21 has been 
approved to make up for the 
Khmer new Year holiday in 
April that was postponed due 
to the covid-19 outbreak.

“Independence Hotel is 
pleased to welcome visitors for 
the replacement Khmer new 
Year holiday. 

“We are looking forward 
to celebrating the holiday in 
grand style with our guests,” 
the hotel’s general manager 
eap Boun Kean told The Post.

The iconic hotel, built 
in 1964 and known as the 
“Grand dame” of the King-
dom’s hospitality sector during 
cambodia’s “Golden Age” of 
the 1960s, has its sights firmly 
set on offering guests the 
highest levels of luxury as the 
sector regroups after the major 
disruption from the covid-19 
outbreak.

considered the showpiece 
of cambodia’s optimism fol-
lowing independence from 
France in 1953, King Father 

norodom Sihanouk invited 
Jacqueline Kennedy to stay 
there, while the glamour 
continues with film stars and 
other celebrities as guests. 

“Independence Hotel has a 
long and storied history. Rich 
in heritage, we are very proud 
of this iconic art deco hotel 
and its priceless peninsular 
location on the beautiful  
cambodian coast.

“With great value rooms 

and an array of food choices, 
there is something for all 
holidaymakers and weekend 
vacationers,” said Boun Kean.

Set over 35ha of unspoiled 
natural beauty and boast-
ing such features as a 45m 
ocean view infinity pool, the 
Jouvence Spa and Jacuzzis, 
Independence Hotel is the 
perfect place to relax and be 
pampered.

And with attractive stayca-

tion offers, it is 
the ideal time 
to do so. Guests 
can stay three 
nights while pay-
ing for only two, 
and those staying 
more than seven nights 
will receive a 30 to 50 per 
cent discount, with up to 
50 per cent off meals.

Staycation deals are 
available over two 

periods – in midweek from 
Monday afternoon to Friday 
morning, and at weekends 
from Friday afternoon to 
Sunday evening or Monday 
morning. prices are around 20 
per cent lower on weekdays.

“Room rates start from $70 
in the whole week at least 
until the end of July. 

“In the higher category, we 
offer good value on minibar 
items – some with 75 per cent 
off – and 50 per cent off laun-
dry,” Boun Kean said.

The hotel has also added 
the extra convenience of early 
check-in from 11am and late 
check-out until 4pm. The 
industry standard is 12pm and 
2pm respectively.

Once the tallest building 
in cambodia, affectionately 
known as prampi jawn – 
“seven storeys” – it remains a 
huge presence in the cambo-
dian hospitality sector with 
its high levels of luxury and 
attention to the market. 

“Independence Hotel is 
running super deals on our 
Sea pavilion and pool Villa. 
Staying at our pool Villa, 
with the sea as the backdrop, 
you will share unforgettable 
moments in this two-bedroom 
accommodation with its own 
private pool.

“The Sea pavilion, a 12-
unit building spread over two 
floors, offers a quiet loca-
tion, and the whole of it can 
be booked out to enjoy extra 
seclusion,” Boun Kean said. 

With guests able to hire the 
entire Sea pavilion, he says 
enjoying the same levels of 
privacy as the hotel’s famous 
guests has never been more 
accessible.

“Independence Hotel has 
always been in fashion with 

high-profile celebrities. 
We are consistently a 
top destination for them 
because we provide  
many of the qualities 
they seek in a resort, 

especially privacy and 
discretion.

“The lush 
green expanses 
of Indepen-
dence Hotel 
provide the 
secluded 
tranquility 
and security 

they de-
mand, and our 

exceptional staff 
are well trained to 

provide luxury service. 
“As with First Lady 

Jacqueline Kennedy and our 
other distinguished guests, we 
will be pleased to treat all our 
new guests to the very best in 
luxury and service,” he said. 

9

With Independence Hotel offers, 
basking in glamour so accessible

Independence Hotel has a range of facilities to relax and be pampered in. supplied 
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hospitality

”
With great value 
rooms and an array 
of food choices, there 
is something for all 
holidaymakers and 
weekend vacationers

Eap Boun KEan / general 
manager

The resort of 
choice for famous 
guests including 
former First lady 
Jacqueline Kennedy, 
the historic 
Independence Hotel  
in Sihanoukville is 
offering a range of 
attractive new deals

General manager Eap Boun Kean. supplied
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Talk of uS troop cut rattles SK

Hong Kong tightens virus restrictions as new cases rise

R
EPORTS over the 
weekend of the uS 
weighing a possible 
troop reduction in 

South Korea put officials in 
Seoul on edge again.

A Ministry of National De-
fence official, however, tried to 
play down the media specula-
tion, saying adjusting the uS’ 
military presence in South Ko-
rea has not been discussed.

“There has been no discus-
sion between the two countries 
regarding the reduction of the 
uS forces here, nor a notification 
from the uS,” the official told 
The Korea Herald, declining to 
comment further on the report.

The Wall Street Journal on 
Friday reported that the uS De-
partment of Defence in March 
offered the White House op-
tions to cut the current level of 
about 28,500 troops stationed 
in Korea, as part of a broader 
re-examination of reposition-
ing and potentially reducing 
military deployments world-
wide, citing an unnamed uS 
military official.

The report said no decision has 
yet been made on the troop cut.

The Pentagon reviewed such 
possibilities in response to the 
White House’s request last fall 
for options on extracting troops 
worldwide, including from Asia, 
the Middle East, Europe and Af-
rica, the report added.

Defence authorities had come 
up with broad ideas by Decem-
ber, and in March they refined 
several options and presented 
them to the White House, in-
cluding some for South Korea.

“We won’t comment on 
press speculation,” a Pen-
tagon official told yonhap 
News Agency in regards to 
the report. “We routinely re-
view global force posture, 
our forces remain postured 
to respond to any threat, and 
the president has been clear 

and consistent regarding cost 
sharing worldwide.”

This echoes a statement 
by the uS defence secretary 
Mark Esper, released on the 
same day, saying the uS is 
working toward “reallocating, 
reassigning and redeploying” 
its forces spread around the 
world, in accordance to its 
National Defence Strategy.

He added that the military 
will also start reviewing the In-
do-Pacific Command – which 
the uS Forces Korea is part of 
– in the coming months.

uS President Donald Trump 
recently decided to remove 
9,500 uS troops from bases 
in Germany by September, 
bringing the number there 
to 25,000 from 34,500, saying 
Berlin has been “delinquent” 
in its contributions to NATO.

uS’ sudden troop cut in one 
of its closest European allies 
over cost issues raised concern 
that it could mull similar ac-
tion in South Korea, as the two 
remain at odds over shoulder-

ing costs for the upkeep of uS 
forces in the republic.

Washington and Seoul have 
yet to conclude the defence 
cost-sharing talks for this 
year, even after the previous 
pact, the Special Measures 
Agreement, expired at the 
end of last year, amid Trump’s 
demand for South Korea to 
pay significantly more.

Trump initially asked Seoul 
to pay $5 billion – a five-fold in-
crease from the previous year’s 
1.04 trillion won ($864 million) 
– because “rich countries” like 
South Korea should contribute 
more for their defence.

After rounds of negotia-
tions, the two were close to 
reaching an agreement until 
Trump rejected what Seoul 
called its “best offer” of a 13 
per cent hike from last year. 
The uS is reportedly now re-
questing $1.3 billion – an in-
crease of about 50 per cent 
from the previous year.

Observers view the uS’ latest 
threat to cut military personnel 

as intended to gain leverage on 
the drawn-out negotiations.

A senior uS administration 
official stressed that Seoul 
and other uS allies should 
“contribute more”, while not-
ing the defence cost talks be-
tween Seoul and Washington 
are still ongoing.

The official said: “The pres-
ident has been clear in the 
expectation that our allies 
around the world, including 
South Korea, can and should 
contribute more.”

Former uS national security 
adviser john Bolton, in his re-
cent memoir The Room Where 
It Happened, said Trump had 
threatened to pull out uS troops 
from Seoul multiple times to 
pressure Seoul to pay more.

Bolton in a recent interview 
with local media outlet Chosun 
Ilbo said Trump could consider 
reducing the level of troops in 
Korea before the uS presiden-
tial election in November, if he 
feels it to be necessary. THE KOREA 
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uS RAPPER Kanye “yeezy” 
West broke down in tears on 
Sunday at the chaotic launch 
of his unlikely campaign to 
oust Donald Trump as presi-
dent in November elections.

Wearing a bullet-proof 
jacket marked “security”, 
West gave a rambling speech 
in which he claimed that he 
had wanted his wife, Kim Kar-
dashian, to get an abortion 
and that renowned uS aboli-
tionist Harriet Tubman “never 
actually freed the slaves”.

West told the event in 
Charleston, South Carolina, 
how he had wanted his wife 
to get an abortion when she 
was pregnant with North, 
their oldest daughter. He then 
revealed his father also had 
wanted to abort him.

“My dad wanted to abort 
me. My mom saved my life. 
There would’ve been no 
Kanye West because my dad 
was too busy,” West said, 
bursting into tears.

He later shouted: “I almost 
killed my daughter! I almost 
killed my daughter!”

At another point during his 
speech, he said: “Harriet Tub-
man never actually freed the 

slaves, she just had the slaves go 
work for other white people.”

West’s speech, clips of 
which went viral on social 
media, provoked confusion, 
anger and concern for the 
musician’s mental health.

The event was for registered 
guests only, and all attendees 
were required to sign a Covid-19 
liability release form as well as 
wear masks and practice social 
distancing, uS media reported.

less than four months 
ahead of November’s election, 
West, 43, raised eyebrows on 
july 4 when he announced on 
Twitter that he would chal-
lenge Trump.

He has offered virtually no 
details about his campaign, 
but the hip-hop star – who fa-
mously wore a “Make Ameri-
ca Great Again” cap to a 2018 
Oval Office meeting with 
Trump – said he no longer 
supports the president.

Reports began circulating in 
uS media last week that West 
had dropped out of the race.

He missed the deadline in 
several states to be listed on 
the presidential ballot, but he 
is listed on the ballot in Okla-
homa. AFP

HONG Kong’s civil servants will re-
sume working from home starting 
on Monday and the government will 
provide only emergency and essential 
services to contain the latest corona-
virus outbreak, Chief Executive Carrie 
lam Cheng yuet-ngor announced.

lam told a press briefing on Sun-
day that the arrangement will last till 
july 26, given the “grave” coronavirus 
situation. She added that a ban on all 
outdoor activities may also be taken 
into consideration.

The city recorded 108 new corona-
virus cases in just eight hours from 
4pm to midnight of Saturday, with 83 
locally-transmitted cases – the high-
est daily spike, a government brief-
ing on Sunday heard. Among them, 
48 were from unknown sources.

The city’s total cases had reached 
1,885 by the end of Saturday, includ-
ing 12 deaths.

But the government did not dis-
close the number of confirmed cases 
number in the past 17 hours.

Speaking to the media, lam also 
announced that the mandatory 

mask-wearing arrangement will be 
applied to all indoor public venues 
and that a ban on evening dine-in 
services would be extended for an-
other seven days to july 28.

Currently, restaurants are forbid-
den to provide dine-in services from 
6pm to 5am.

From july 5 to Saturday, the city has 
recorded 519 new coronavirus cases, 
including 411 locally transmitted ones.

lam said the government will use 
lei yue Mun Holiday Village and 
AsiaWorld-Expo as quarantine fa-
cilities for asymptomatic and stable 
coronavirus patients. An additional 
2,000 quarantine units will be added 
to a site in Penny’s Bay already being 
used for the purpose.

The government may continue to 
use Chun yeung Estate, a public hous-
ing complex, as a quarantine facility if 
the situation requires, lam said.

Centre for Health Protection head 
Chuang Shuk-kwan warned at a 
press conference on Sunday that the 
local medical system could collapse 
if the situation fails to improve.

She also urged people who go to wet 
markets to wash their hands regularly, 
especially after they touch things or 
pay with cash, because the virus may 
be able to stay in the environment.

“Paper money is something that 
you cannot sanitise with alcohol. 
So after touching it, try not to touch 
your eyes or noses or mouth, and 
wash your hands quickly,” she said.

She also said that the virus was 
“stronger”, or more infectious, than 
they’d noticed in March. That’s be-
cause she saw some cases in which 
the virus seems to be able to infect 
others during short contacts, or just 
a few minutes, involving someone 
who didn’t have a mask on.

The Hospital Authority said 19 Covid-
19 patients were in critical condition, 
with 14 people in intensive care wards.

After the government rolled out 
more social-distancing measures 
amid a third wave of the novel coro-
navirus outbreak, Hong Kong Ocean 
Park said on Sunday it will extend its 
temporary closure until further no-
tice. CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Kanye West launches 
bid for uS presidency

Hong Kong Chief Executive Carrie Lam (centre) said a ban on all outdoor activities may 
also be taken into consideration given the ‘grave’ situation. CHINA DAILY

Kanye West broke down in tears on Sunday at the chaotic launch of his 
campaign to oust Donald Trump as president in November elections. AFP

The Wall Street Journal reported that the US Department of Defence offered the White House options to cut 
the current level of about 28,500 troops stationed in South Korea. YONHAP NEWS AGENCY
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HCMC 
transport 
projects 
‘sluggish’
lACK of funds is the main rea-
son for the slow progress of 
several major transportation 
works in Ho Chi Minh City 
(HCMC), the municipal Peo-
ple’s Council heard at a session 
last week.

Municipal Department of 
Transport director Tran Quang 
lam said in the past five years, 
the Vietnamese city’s transport 
sector has been developing 
well, contributing signifi-
cantly to socio-economic 
development.

The average road area has 
reached 2.2km per square 
kilometre of land, and trans-
portation works account for 
12.2 per cent of urban con-
struction in terms of area, he 
said.

But most major works are 
not completed on schedule, he 
admitted.

The city has been unable to 
mobilise an amount of 372 tril-
lion dong ($16 billion) required 
for them.

Since 2017, no build-transfer 
projects have been undertaken 
due to problems related to 
paperwork, he said.

The city administration said 
it had attracted investments 
for BOT (build-operate-trans-
fer) projects to upgrade sev-
eral major transport works 
such as National Highway No 
1A, National Highway No 22, 
ung Van Khiem Street and 
Binh Trieu Bridge.

But lam said “these projects 
have been suspended under 
the National Assembly’s Deci-
sion No 437” on policies on 
investment in transportation 
works.

The city administration has 
mapped out major programmes 
to eliminate the hurdles faced 
by the city in developing trans-
port infrastructure.

lam said these include the 
issue of Decision No 27 on 
land acquisition and clearance 
procedures.

Priority should be given to 
Belt Road No 2 and No 3 and 
highways to connect HCMC 
with provinces in the Southern 
Focal Economic Zone, and 
widening National Highway 
No 1A, No 50, No 22, and No 
13, he said.

Public transport must be 
developed and private vehi-
cles need to be restricted, he 
said.

Studies in other countries 
show that even with good 
infrastructure urban traffic 
problems could not be solved 
without efficient management 
by authorities, he said.

The funds required for trans-
port infrastructure could be 
raised through land auctions, 
he said.

The city authorities are also 
considering collecting fees for 
the use of infrastructure at 
ports, he said.

If approved, this could fetch 
three trillion dong per year, he 
estimated.

The money could be used to 
invest in infrastructure at ports 
such as Hiep Phuoc, Cat lai and 
long Binh in District 9, he added. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

I
NDONESIA’S  State-owned en-
terprises (SOEs) are keen to meet 
the military’s needs for locally 
made equipment as instructed 

recently by President joko “jokowi” 
Widodo, with some of the defence 
firms still filling previous orders.

State-owned weapons and ar-
moured vehicle manufacturer PT Pin-
dad recently secured contracts from 
the Ministry of Defence to make 625 
million rounds of ammunition for de-
livery later this year, president direc-
tor Abraham Mose told The Jakarta 
Post on july 15.

The firm was also finalising a con-
tract for the purchase of its recently 
released Maung 4x4. Pindad aimed to 
produce 500 of the light tactical vehi-
cles to be delivered to the ministry by 
the end of this year, he added.

The plan emerged after defence 
minister Prabowo Subianto personal-
ly tested the tactical vehicle in Sentul, 
West java, on july 12.

The move was a follow-up after 
jokowi told his ministers in a Cabinet 
meeting on july 7 to accelerate spend-
ing, including that of the ministry.

jokowi also told the ministers to 
stop foreign procurement and start 
buying local products from SOEs.

Although its budget was reduced 

from 131.18 to 122.44 trillion rupiah 
($8.9 to $8.3 billion), the ministry still 
has the largest budget of all ministries 
and State agencies.

Defence analyst Curie Maharani of 
BINuS university said jokowi’s direc-
tive should be taken as a note for the 
ministry to increase spending amid 
adverse economic circumstances and 
to prioritise procurement through the 
domestic defence industry, which has 
limited buyers for its products.

Curie said: “The president’s state-
ment should be read as a warning 
for the defence ministry to better tar-
get its spending amid unfavourable 
economic situation, as procurement 
from domestic [defence industries] 
is more urgent, because the life and 
death of the defence industries are 
determined by orders from the gov-
ernment as the main – and often the 
only – customer.”

State-owned electronics maker PT 
lEN Industri, which has defence elec-
tronics as one of its business lines, has 
backlogs for defence contracts worth 
1.3 trillion rupiah, most of which were 
signed at the end of last year and are 
still in the production line.

lEN Industri’s revenue from defence 
electronics increased from 524 billion 
rupiah in 2018 to 1.04 trillion last year.

Its president director Zakky Gamal 
yasin told the Post on Thursday: “In 
the last two years, the defence elec-
tronics business line recorded signifi-
cant growth.”

Company executives have also said 
the government had approached lo-
cal defence industries, including to 
support its development to reduce 
imported components and in turn to 
export some of its products.

Abraham said: “Exports needs to be 
end-to-end from upstream to down-
stream [industries]. We need to build 
a plant to process raw materials, such 
as a brass cap plant for ammunition 
and a propellant plant for small-cal-
ibre bullets.

“I can see that the defence ministry 
plans to develop upstream industries 
so that we can gradually reduce our 
imports, whether it is for ammuni-
tion, armoured vehicles or weapons.”

Pindad is conducting a feasibility 
study to build a brass cap plant that 
is expected to be finalised by the end 
of this year.

lEN Industri’s Zakky said SOEs in the 
defence sector were in constant coordi-
nation with the government concern-
ing the latter’s procurement plans.

lEN Industri is currently modernis-
ing the electronic system of Indone-

sian Navy corvette KRI usman Harun, 
in partnership with French firm Thal-
es, in an 800 billion rupiah contract, 
Zakky added.

The electronics maker is also current-
ly developing a medium-range radar for 
the Indonesian Air Force in a 375 billion 
rupiah contract in partnership with 
Italian defence giant leonardo SpA.

Meanwhile, PT DI is currently pro-
ducing two CN235-220 medium trans-
port aircraft for the Senegalese and 
Indonesian air forces and an NC212i 
light transport aircraft for the Indo-
nesian Air Force, its president Elfien 
Goentoro told the Post recently.

PT PAl is building the third batch of 
its own 60m KCR-60 fast missile ship, 
which consists of the fifth and sixth 
ships in the class, for the Indonesian 
Navy, corporate secretary Rariya Budi 
Harta told the Post on Sunday.

He said: “The two warships are be-
ing built complete with sensor, weap-
ons and command [sewaco] systems.

“We are installing a sewaco system 
in two previously built warships; the 
contract only included the construc-
tion of the platform.”

The shipbuilder was also building a 
naval hospital vessel that was about 
65 per cent complete, Rariya said. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

VIENTIANE authorities have 
given the green light to three 
companies for a pilot project 
to redirect overhead electrical 
cables underground as part 
of long-term beautification 
plans for the lao capital’s 
downtown.

Vientiane Director of Post 
and Telecommunications 
Sikhone Onsiphansa told lao 
media recently that authori-
ties have agreed to assign 
three companies to undertake 
the pilot project to improve 
three main thoroughfares in 
the city.

The plan will target 23 Sing-
ha Road from Patouxay Mon-
ument to the Ministry of Fi-
nance, Kaysone Phomvihane 
Road from Patouxay Monu-
ment to Phonsa-ard traffic 
lights, and from the Presiden-
tial Office traffic lights to Ma-
hosot Hospital lights.

The companies will be re-
sponsible for funding the 
pilot project, which once 
complete, will be assessed 
by relevant officials to deter-
mine whether to continue 
the reorganisation of electric-
ity lines along other roads in 

Vientiane.
Sikhone explained that in-

stalling underground electri-
cal cables was a long-term 
aim of Vientiane, which would 
require a considerable invest-
ment to ensure the lines were 
out of sight.

A launch date for the pilot 
project was yet to be deter-
mined by officials, he added.

According to authorities, 
taking cables underground 
had additional advantages 
such as having lower trans-
mission losses, lower main-
tenance costs, and lines were 

less likely to be impacted by 
severe weather.

The latest initiative follows 
a beautification project along 
lane Xang Avenue that kicked 
off in 2014 under the supervi-
sion of Vientiane authorities.

The project comprised 
the construction of symbols 
relevant to the history of 
Vientiane’s main thorough-
fare such as elephants, while 
electricity poles were painted 
green in line with one of the 
city’s official slogans.

Other related planned work 
included repaving the side-

walks, painting buildings, 
houses and shops along both 
sides of the road, and planting 
flowering shrubs and trees.

City officials said the trans-
formation of lane Xang Av-
enue is aimed at making the 
capital a safer, more modern, 
orderly and attractive place to 
live, work and visit.

Authorities hoped the up-
grade would also go some 
way to addressing traffic con-
gestion which has become 
a growing concern in recent 
years. VIENTIANE TIMES/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Indonesia’s domestic procurement 
priority a benefit for defence SOEs

Vientiane to send power lines underground

State-owned weapons and armoured vehicle manufacturer PT Pindad recently secured contracts from the Ministry of Defence to make 625 million rounds of ammunition for delivery 
later this year.THE JAKARTA POST
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A 
RECENT survey of 
ASEAN small and 
medium-sized busi-
nesses showed that 

eight in 10 have made tech-
nology their top investment 
priority. This is not a surprise 
given the rapid growth in 
e-commerce, even before the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

The number of digital con-
sumers nearly tripled 
between 2015 and 2018, with 
double-digit growth expected 
in many ASEAN countries. 
Now, the pandemic has great-
ly accelerated the shift 
towards digitalisation and 
e-commerce. Consumers are 
becoming more comfortable 
ordering goods and services 
online due to lockdowns and 
social distancing rules, which 
means SMEs have no choice 
but to offer services online. 
For many SMEs, if not all, this 
transition has taken on exis-
tential proportions: those that 
do not move online are facing 
a real threat to survival.

Even though it has become 
indispensable, e-commerce 
will not be a profitable ven-
ture for all SMEs. While it 
provides access to new con-
sumers in online marketplac-
es, it also brings new compe-
tition. In a traditional model, 
SMEs make use of locational 
advantage, build long-term 
personal relationships with 
their suppliers and custom-
ers, and have some control 
over pricing strategy. These 
advantages are less relevant 
in e-commerce – a world of 
algorithms and optimisation.

The most important conse-
quence of competition is that 
pricing decisions are out of 
SMEs’ hands. In the online 
marketplace, SMEs are not 
free to charge the price that is 
required to cover their costs 
since there will be numerous 
other businesses offering a 
very similar product at a 
cheaper price. Rather, they 
will have to sell at the prevail-
ing market price if they are to 
capture any market share. 

However, the prevailing mar-
ket price may not be enough to 
cover the costs for all SMEs. 
Consequently, those whose 

production costs are lower 
than the market price can be 
profitable and survive online, 
but those who do not have low 
enough costs will be forced to 
operate at a loss. Such compe-
tition will affect SMEs whether 
or not they choose to embrace 
e-commerce as their custom-
ers will eventually move online, 
so it is best for SMEs to 
embrace e-commerce.

New strategies
SMEs that decide to enter 

the online marketplace not 
only face the regular costs of 
running a business but also 
need to face new costs. These 
include online advertising 
and customer acquisition 
(achieving visibility online is 
very difficult and SMEs need 
to know how to make them-
selves stand out); maintaining 
high ratings (e-commerce is 
driven by ratings rather than 
by personal relationships that 
were important in the tradi-
tional model); managing 
higher volume trade and 
inventory, which may need 
specialised software; handling 
returns and exchanges, which 
is very important in online 
business; dealing with logis-
tics companies; and many 
more. In order to succeed, 
SMEs will need to find ways 
to implement these new strat-
egies while at the same time 
lowering their costs of run-

ning their businesses. These 
challenges demand a differ-
ent set of skills.

larger enterprises stand to 
benefit immediately from 
e-commerce because they 
can hire workers who are 
skilled at meeting these chal-
lenges. By lowering their costs 
through optimising back-end 
business processes, large 
businesses can make a profit 
even when offering very low 
prices. The question then is 
whether small enterprises can 
compete and thrive online in 
the presence of giant plat-
forms that not only provide 
the platforms but also com-
pete for customers. 

There is an argument to be 
made for SMEs to focus on 
niche markets where they can 
cultivate a group of loyal cus-
tomers with high-quality prod-
ucts that allows them to charge 
above market prices. However, 
competition still limits this 
possibility. Due to the relative 
ease of entering the online 
business and serving any cus-
tomer from any location, com-
petitors will seek to enter prof-
itable market segments, driving 
down prices. Cost competitive-
ness will thus be the ultimate 
arbiter of success.

In the short-term, skills of 
the entrepreneurs will be one 
of the key determining fac-
tors for the success of SMEs 
in online business. Entrepre-

neurs who have the skills to 
operate in the digital world 
will face a lower cost of 
entering into e-commerce 
than someone who has to 
learn these skills anew. 

Reducing skills gap
The competencies required 

not only include technical 
skills such as digital literacy 
for creating an online store 
and processing online orders. 
Entrepreneurs also need to 
have the necessary interper-
sonal skills to deal with many 
customers from a much wid-
er geographic location, han-
dling their special requests 
and addressing any problems 
with the orders. The high vol-
ume of transactions needed 
to make a profit creates a 
greater demand on cognitive 
skills necessary for business 
optimisation, data-driven 
decision-making (even when 
the reports themselves are 
generated by the e-com-
merce platforms), and man-
agement at a larger scale.

The best hope for SMEs is if 
the skills gap is reduced as 
much as possible. For exist-
ing businesses that want to 
go digital, the government 
could provide a “digital 
extension” service that will 
support SMEs’ transition to 
the online marketplace. This 
service could be provided 
privately with government 

support, or entirely run by 
government, similar to the 
agricultural extension servic-
es for the agricultural sector. 
Such services can help 
enhance the skills of the 
entrepreneurs and improve 
their competitiveness. Spe-
cific technical skills such as 
digital marketing can be pro-
vided to existing workers 
through upskilling and 
reskilling programmes, 
which will then support 
SMEs transition to e-com-
merce by increasing access to 
skilled workforce. In the 
longer term, creating a skills 
development system will be 
necessary to ensure that 
increased digitalisation does 
not widen the digital divide. 
This means that public edu-
cation systems need to be 
reformed to provide high-
quality cognitive, socio-emo-
tional and technical skills 
that will enable SMEs to nav-
igate the digital marketplace.

SMEs competitiveness in 
online business also depends 
on policy and provision of 
government services, which 
need to be improved rapidly 
with SMEs’ interests in mind. 
Efficiency of infrastructure 
will be important. For exam-
ple, bottlenecks in border 
procedures can interfere with 
a just-in-time inventory busi-
ness model designed to lower 
cost. Thus, for SMEs to make 
it online, the government 
needs to increase investment 
in enabling infrastructure. 
likewise, direct financial sup-
port will be needed to help 
SMEs cover costs of going 
online. Enabling policy will 
also be crucial. 

As SMEs compete with one 
another and with larger busi-
nesses, we need to ensure that 
competition policy does not 
favour larger businesses by cre-
ating fixed costs that only a 
large-scale operation can cover. 
Overall, the principle behind 
any strategy to enhance SME 
participation in e-commerce 
should be to ensure that they do 
not face avoidable disadvantag-
es in their cost structure com-
pared to larger firms. THE NATION 

(THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Rashesh Shrestha is an economist at 
the Economic Research Institute for 
ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA). The views 
expressed are entirely his own. 

Opinion
Rashesh Shrestha

To thrive in e-commerce, SMEs 
need the right skills and gov’t help 

SMEs that decide to enter the online marketplace also need to face new costs, including managing higher 
volume trade and inventory which may need specialised software. Afp
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Golan rock art reveals ancient culture clues
T

HE chance discovery 
of lines carved into 
the boulders of an 
ancient tomb in what 

is now the Israeli-occupied 
Golan Heights could offer 
new insight into an enigmatic 
culture that thrived thou-
sands of years ago. 

In a small clearing in the 
yehudiya nature reserve, be-
tween yellow weeds and shad-
ed by eucalyptus trees, huge 
dark basalt boulders and slabs 
form a small roofed chamber 
that opens to the east.

The megalithic structure 
is one of the thousands of 
so-called dolmens scat-
tered around northern Israel 
and the wider region, burial 
tombs erected some 4,000-
4,500 years ago in the Inter-
mediate Bronze Era.

Today, on the plateau cap-
tured in 1967 from Syria, with 
Israeli soldiers securing the 
frontier just 23km away, sci-
entists seek to shed light on 
the region’s distant past.

The identity and beliefs of 
those who built the monu-
ments remain largely un-
known. But a recent seren-
dipitous finding of rock art 
might change that.

About two years ago, “when 
one of the rangers here in 
the park walked her daily 
walk, she looked inside and 
saw something carved in the 
walls,” said uri Berger, an 
archaeologist with the Israel 
Antiquities Authority.

The ranger contacted the 
IAA, and “when we looked 
inside we saw this is not just 
lines carved or some stains 
on the wall, this is rock art,” 
Berger said.

The lines form the shapes 
of six horned animals of vary-
ing sizes, three facing east and 
three facing west, with two of 
them – likely a male and female 
– directly facing each other.

Another horned animal is 
carved into the interior of one 
panel, facing the other six.

The zoomorphic depictions, 
hidden in plain sight since 
study of the dolmens began 
200 years ago, were the first 
to be discovered in the region 
and a major development for 
Berger and his research part-

ner, Gonen Sharon.
Sharon, an archaeology 

professor at the Tel-Hai col-
lege in northern Israel, is re-
sponsible for a previous land-
mark discovery.

just north of the nature re-
serve, outside the northern 
Galilee kibbutz Shamir, Sha-
ron was hiking with his chil-
dren in 2012 on a field with 
some 400 dolmens spread 
across it. 

Crawling into the shade of 
the largest monument, Sha-
ron sat down, looked up at the 
huge slab roof of the dome 
and said he noticed “weird 
shapes” that didn’t look like 
natural formations.

“It looked like someone 
made them,” he recalled.

The markings were found to 
be a series of man-made carv-
ings resembling tridents.

“It turned out this was the 
first artwork done in the con-
text of dolmens in the Middle 
East,” Sharon said.

The Shamir carvings, un-
noticed by generations of 
researchers, reinvigorated ar-
cheological study in the area.

One of the sites revisited 
was inside an industrial zone 
near Kiryat Shmona, a town 
northwest of Shamir, where 
three small megalithic struc-
tures that survived the zone’s 
development a few decades 
ago are surrounded by circles 
of stones.

On the relatively rounded 
capstone of the largest dol-

men there, two sets of short 
parallel lines are carved into 
each side of the rock, with a 
longer line carved below cre-
ating the image of closed eyes 
and a grimacing mouth fac-
ing the sky.

“The grooves don’t seem to 
be functional,” said Sharon. 
“To us they look like a face.”

‘Letter from the past’
The stone monuments have 

“altered the landscape” of 
northern Israel, said Berger.

But their prominence has 
also made them targets for 
antiquities theft, which largely 
stripped remains that could 
provide clues to their creators.

Small pieces of ceramics, 
metal spearheads and daggers, 

bits of jewellery and beads and 
some bones are found at the 
sites from time to time, Sha-
ron said. “But it’s very rare to 
find” anything, and such finds 
are very scattered.

“We know very little of the 
actual culture of the people 
who built them.”

With the discovery of the 
art carved into the stones, 
“we can say something that 
is much more than what we 
knew for 200 years,” said 
Berger.

The rock art findings – pub-
lished in a recent article by 
Sharon and Berger in the 
journal Asian Archaeology – 
display the animal drawings 
in this ancient culture for the 
first time and presented the 

larger pattern of visual pre-
sentation in the region.

Berger said the drawings 
raise new questions about the 
people who created them.

“Why those animals? Why 
in these dolmens and not 
others? What made this one 
special?”

The slow but steady ac-
cumulation of artistic finds 
brings scholars “closer and 
closer” to the subjects of 
their research, “to the civili-
sation you’re looking to know 
about,” Berger said.

To Sharon, “this is like a letter 
from the past starting to sug-
gest what was the world of cul-
ture and symbolism beyond 
just building and erecting very 
large stones.”afp

Uri Berger (left) a regional archaeologist for the Israeli Antiquities Authority and Gonen Sharon (right) display engravings in a rock bearing images of animals from the Bronze age. afp

Archaeologist Uri Berger points out markings that were found to be a series of man-made Golan carvings 
resembling tridents. afp

On a plateau captured in 1967 from Syria, Israeli scientists seek to shed light on the region’s distant past. afp



Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Small matter?
  5 Military trainee
 10 Reason for a parental reprimand, 

perhaps
 14 One-horse carriage
 15 PR firm’s concern
 16 Part of the eye
 17 Place with many paintings
 20 It may be wrapped in seaweed
 21 Flavorful root bark
 22 HMO workers
 24 Important historical time
 25 Lady Remington, for one
 29 Given to eaves-dropping
 31 It runs slowly in the woods
 34 Kachina doll carver
 35 Sun-baked
 37 Iridescent shell layer
 39 A trader’s duties, say
 42 “Second” preceder
 43 “Meet Me ___ Louis”
 44 Petty quarrel
 45 Call at the poker table
 46 With competence
 48 Like Welsh rarebit
 50 “Carte” or “mode” preceder
 51 “Now I’ve got it!”

 52 Deficit
 57 “I’ll be ready in a ___”
 62 Site of the National Aquarium
 64 Sad word for “poor Yorick”
 65 Flood blocker
 66 Lot measurement
 67 Depend (on)
 68 Spiral-horned African antelope
 69 High-school department
DOWN
  1 They strike along the Nile
  2 “O Brother, Where Art ___?”
  3 Rowboat pair
  4 Imaginary tale
  5 Operative’s employer
  6 Off-kilter
  7 Android on the Enterprise
  8 Breakfast foods
  9 Makes fun of
 10 Antibacterial drug, informally
 11 Assert positively
 12 Word sung twice after “Que”
 13 Simon ___
 18 Hoarfrost relative
 19 “Voice box”
 23 “Darn it!”
 25 Adjusts with a wedge
 26 Clown on “In Living Color”

 27 Big-time tablet maker
 28 16th-century bowed stringed 

instrument
 29 Silly goose
 30 Track chances
 31 Aim improver
 32 Elaborate tapestry
 33 Kind of cash or officer
 36 Transportation mode
 38 Vaulted nook
 40 Broadway area
 41 Carve in stone
 47 Present a poser to
 49 Pilgrim to Mecca
 50 ___-craftsy
 51 Woody the director
 52 Work out with a pug
 53 Excavation result
 54 Tough type of exam
 55 Biblical victim
 56 Volcanic output
 58 Islamic leader
 59 “___ Few Dollars More” (East-

wood film)
 60 Sitar part
 61 Triumphant cry
 63 Knight or Nugent

“ANY IN A STORM” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution
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uS vacationers find 
travel options scarce
A

FTER months stuck 
at home, stir-crazy 
uS workers have 
finally reached the 

long, hot days of summer only 
to watch their vacation hori-
zons dim, with travel options 
shrinking as the country’s 
coronavirus cases soar.

“All I’ve been doing this year 
is cancelling trips,” 61-year-
old Keith Gibbons said with a 
sigh, a new reality that the gov-
ernment contractor called 
“very frustrating”.

Trips abroad are mostly out 
– the overwhelming majority of 
countries now bar uS citizens 
amid a sharp resurgence of 
Covid-19. The country’s 
caseload has climbed to over 3.7 
million – more than one-fourth 
the world’s total – and deaths 
have reached over 140,000.

As for cross-country trips, it’s 
not that simple – in the vast uS, 
laws on mask-wearing and social 
distancing vary dramatically, and 
sometimes confusingly, from 
one jurisdiction to another.

Some states are even impos-
ing quarantines on visitors. 
Hawaii, for example, has 
ordered those arriving on the 
Pacific archipelago to self-
quarantine for 14 days.

Its governor, David Ige, 
announced on Thursday that 
beginning September 1, visi-
tors will also have to submit to 
a coronavirus test within 72 
hours of departing for the state 
and present proof of a negative 
result upon arrival in Hawaii. 

Meanwhile, New york has 
extended its list of uS states – 
totalling 22 now – whose citi-
zens will be required to self-
quarantine after arriving in the 
northeastern state. 

And in the city of Chicago 
visitors from 17 states must 
self-isolate for two weeks – or 
face fines of up to $500 a day.

Complicating travel plans, the 
summer destinations of Florida 
and California are among the 
hardest-hit by Covid-19, even if 
the popular Disney World park 
in Orlando, Florida has partially 
reopened and a Disney-linked 
shopping district in California 
reopened earlier this month.

As for ocean cruises, a popu-
lar travel option in normal 
years, they remain banned by 
a federal “No Sail Order” 
through September.

‘It doesn’t seem wise’
At this point, Gibbons said: 

“It doesn’t seem wise to go 
anywhere, either because of 
the local health situation or 
because the hotels and other 
establishments are taking 
steps to deal with the virus in 
a manner that makes the trip 
less interesting. 

“I you want to go to a nice 
hotel for the weekend but the 
restaurants are closed, the pool 
is closed, services are limited, it 
doesn’t sound like a lot of fun.”

Saher Rizvi, a 40-year-old 
neurologist in Washington, 
was supposed to leave in early 
july for a 10-day vacation to 
Monaco with her husband and 
two sons, aged five and seven. 
The trip had to be cancelled. 

Today, she draws a sharp red 
line – her family will not travel 
by plane or by train.

“I don’t think it is safe,” said 
Rizvi, who as a physician has 
followed the evolution of the 
pandemic closely.

While some people may have 
to travel by plane or train for 
important professional pur-
poses or for family emergen-
cies, “for pleasure, it just seems 
like the risk/benefit doesn’t 
seem worthwhile,” Rizvi said. 

Instead, her husband had 
been trying to persuade her to 
rent an RV for a road trip, but 

she has her doubts.
“From a Monaco vacation to 

the RV, well,” she burst out 
laughing, making clear that 
the lure of travelling in a com-
pact camper was not compat-
ible with the level of luxury she 
expected from a hotel over-
looking the Mediterranean.

Summer vacation has long been 
a staple in the uS. This year has 
not been kind to the country..

The recent surge in Covid-19 
infections – coupled with the 
devastating blow to the econo-
my and jobs – has sharply 
impacted travel plans, accord-
ing to the uS Travel Association 
(uSTA). Bookings for future air-
plane and hotel reservations 
dropped a sharp 73 per cent 
year-on-year early this month.

A recent survey by the 
research institute longwoods 
International found that 76 
per cent of Americans were 
prepared to change their trav-
el plans for the next six months 
because of the pandemic. 
Indeed, 45 per cent have 
already cancelled their plans.

“I can’t complain. A lot of 
people have lost their lives, or 
are sick; others lost their jobs. 
So I’m fortunate that I’ve still 
got a job and have these choic-
es to make,” Gibbons said.

At this point, Gibbons has 
successively cancelled planned 
trips to Florida, Delaware and 
Portugal.

uSTA, which represents the 
hotel, restaurant, leisure and air-
travel sectors, said most people 
are now planning to travel by car 
and to stay relatively close to 
home, even if a few hardy souls 
are taking the chance of travel-
ling to national parks. 

The result? With domestic 
travel spending expected to 
drop by 40 per cent, this year 
will be no holiday for the trav-
el and leisure sectors. AFP

A woman and her kids wear masks while visiting Walt Disney World in Orlando, Florida. People in the US are 
eager for summer travel but they are finding their options extremely limited. AFP



Olympic figure skater Ekaterina 
Alexandrovskaya dies aged 20
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Ryoko Tani (in white) won Gold medals at the Sydney 2000 and Athens 
2004 Olympics and is considered ‘the best female judoka ever’. afp 

Kaori Matsumoto (right), nicknamed ‘the beast’, was the only Japanese judoka to take home Gold at the London 2012 Olympics. It was later 
revealed that her Olympic coach beat athletes with bamboo swords while calling them ‘ugly’ and telling them to ‘die’.  afp

japan’s women grapple for judo equality
juDO’S founder jigoro 

Kano was decades ahead 
of his time by empower-
ing women to take up the 

sport that prizes technique 
over brute force.

But japan’s female judoka  
(judo practicioners) have 
long grappled for equality, 
enduring discrimination and 
a headline-grabbing abuse 
scandal even while they were 
winning recognition with 
their brilliance on the mat.

Kano told his early disciples 
the more subtle form of the 
martial art as practised by wom-
en at the time “would be the real 
legacy” of judo – more so than 
power-based judo by men.

Indeed, a key principle of 
judo is “ju yoku go wo seisu” 

(roughly translated as “soft-
ness subdues hardness”), 
meaning that physically 
weaker judoka can use an op-
ponent’s power against them.

Kaori yamaguchi, who won 
judo bronze at the Seoul Olym-
pics in 1988 and now sits on the 
japanese Olympics Committee, 
said the revered Kano had “a very 
advanced spirit” for his time.

As the first Asian member 
of the IOC, Kano’s inclusion 
of women – and foreigners – 
was central to his philosophy 
that “judo must be open” and 
a contributor to world peace.

However, after Kano’s death 
in 1938, women’s judo in ja-
pan was considered merely 
an add-on and competition 
was only open to women from 

1978, yamaguchi told AFP.
At Olympic level, men’s judo 

debuted at the Tokyo 1964 
Olympics but women’s judo 
only appeared as an exhibi-
tion sport in Seoul in 1988 be-
fore becoming a fully-fledged 
sport in Barcelona 1992.

‘Moving robot’
Women’s judo in japan shot 

to prominence with the rise 
of the legendary Ryoko Tani 
– considered by the Interna-
tional judo Federation after 
her retirement as the “best 
female judoka ever.”

The super-popular Tani was 
seven-time World Champion 
in the under-48kg class and 
her Gold medals in Sydney 
2000 and Athens 2004 cata-

pulted her to national star-
dom and boosted the profile 
of women’s judo in japan.

The crunch for women’s 
judo in japan came in london 
when, to the shame of a na-
tion used to a gold rush from 
the sport, Kaori Matsumoto 
was the only judoka to return 
with a gold medal.

Matsumoto, known as “the 
beast” for her outward expres-
sions of competitive spirit, “saved 
the face of the judo community” 
in london, said yamaguchi.

But it later emerged that the 
coach of the women’s team in 
the run-up to the 2012 Games 
had been using a bamboo sword 
to beat athletes, calling them 
“ugly” and telling them to “die.”

The abuse scandal was front-

page news in japan and sparked 
a wholesale overhaul in training 
methods for women’s judo. 

Matsumoto said the train-
ing “completely changed” be-
fore the next games in Rio.

Haruka Tachimoto, who won 
gold in Rio, said that she had 
been like a “moving robot” until 
the change in regime. “I was just 
doing what I was told to do.”

After coming seventh in 
london, she realised she had 
to force through reform her-
self. “I wanted to change . . . I 
watched and listened to vari-
ous things and people, and 
studied not only my competi-
tors but also myself.”

yamaguchi, who spoke to 
women in the japan team who 
suffered abuse at the time, said 

“men could have endured the 
same thing without complain-
ing,” because the traditional 
norm of not talking back to 
your instructors was so strong 
among men.

It was “women’s spirit of buck-
ing mainstream values” that 
changed the system, she said.

Despite better equality for 
female judoka, there is still a 
glass ceiling when it comes to 
the coaching set-up, she said.

“It was very regrettable that 
we couldn’t have a female head 
coach for the women’s national 
team for Tokyo 2020 even though 
there are many women who are 
qualified,” yamaguchi said.

“I hope we’ll have a female 
head coach for the 2024 Paris 
Games,” said yamaguchi. afp

juST one in four people in japan 
want to see the coronavirus-delayed 
Tokyo Games held next year, with 
most backing either further delay or 
a cancellation, a new poll shows.

Only 23.9 per cent of respondents 
in the three-day nationwide poll 
published Sunday said they wanted 
to see the 2020 Games held next 
year.

The survey carried out by Kyodo 
News Agency found 36.4 per cent of re-
spondents back a further delay of the 
Games, while 33.7 think the flagship 
event should be cancelled altogether.

Most of those backing a delay or 
cancellation said they simply didn’t 
believe the pandemic could be con-
tained in time for the Games, now 
scheduled to open on july 23, 2021.

A separate survey carried out over the 
weekend by the Asahi Shimbun news-
paper found 33 per cent of respondents 
backed holding the Games next year, 
with 61 per cent supporting another 
postponement or cancellation.

Tokyo 2020 was postponed in March 
as the coronavirus spread across the 
globe, marking the worst disruption 
to the Olympics since two editions 
were cancelled during World War II.

The nationwide polls echo a sepa-

rate survey carried out last month 
of Tokyo residents, which found just 
over half of respondents backed ei-
ther further delay or cancellation.

japanese and Olympic officials 
have made clear that a further post-
ponement is not on the table.

But concerns are rising in japan about 
a new wave of infections, with the capi-
tal Tokyo registering record numbers of 
daily new cases in recent days.

International Olympic Committee 
president Thomas Bach said last week 
the Tokyo Olympics could be “a unique 
milestone for the entire world” noting 
they “will be the first worldwide gath-
ering after coronavirus.”

But Bach warned that the unprece-
dented health situation meant multi-
ple scenarios were being considered 
in planning the format for Tokyo.

He said the scenario of holding the 
Games without spectators had been 
examined, although he stressed that 
he was opposed to the idea.

The telephone survey conducted 
by Kyodo News obtained responses 
from 1,045 people.

The Asahi poll published over the 
weekend obtained 2,097 responses 
in a telephone survey on Saturday 
and Sunday. afp

Only one quarter of    
japanese want Tokyo 
Olympics next year: pollEKATERINA Alexandrovskaya, who 

represented Australia at the 2018 
Olympics in Pyeongchang, has died 
aged 20 after falling out of a window in 
Moscow, her coach said on Saturday.

There was no immediate comment 
from Russian law enforcement agen-
cies but Alexandrovskaya’s coach 
Andrei Khekalo told AFP the young 
woman had fallen from a sixth-floor 
window in central Moscow.

Russian media said she had left a 
note reading “lyublyu [I love]”, sug-
gesting it could have been a suicide.

Khekalo said Alexandrovskaya 
missed a training session in january 
and was afterwards diagnosed with 
epilepsy and quit the sport.

Even before she was diagnosed 
with epilepsy she suffered from de-
pression, he added.

“I tried to get her to stay in sport at 
my own peril,” Khekalo said.

He said she was particularly good 
at pairs skating. “She was fearless. She 
was like a fish in the water,” he added.

Overlooked by the Russian system, 
Alexandrovskaya switched countries 
and partnered up with Harley Wind-
sor, who eventually became Austra-
lia’s first Aboriginal athlete to take 
part in the Winter Olympics.

The pair were crowned world ju-
nior champions in 2017, claiming 

Australia’s first global figure skat-
ing title and getting the nod for the 
Olympics in Pyeongchang.

Windsor said he was “devastated 
and sick to my core about the sad 
and sudden passing of Katia”.

“The amount we had achieved dur-
ing our partnership is something I can 
never forget and will always hold close 
to my heart,” he said on Instagram.

Peter lynch, president at Ice Skat-
ing Australia, called Alexandrovska-
ya “a brilliant athlete with incredible 
drive and determination”.

She and Windsor “did what many 
thought impossible”, he said in a 
statement.

“Together they created greatness 
that will rest in the Australian record 
books for many years.” afp

Figure skater Ekaterina Alexandrovskaya’s coach says the former world junior       
champion was recently diagnosed with epilepsy and also suffered from depression. afp 



FABIO QUARTARARO became the 
first French rider to win a Moto 
Grand Prix since 1999 as he took 
the flag in the season-opening race 
in Spain on Sunday after Marc Mar-
quez had a heavy crash and broke a 
bone in his arm.

Quartararo, 21, who rides for the 
Yamaha satellite outfit, had started on 
pole position and his main threat was 
removed when reigning world cham-

pion Marquez crashed out on lap 20.
“It’s the most beautiful day of my 

life,” an ecstatic Quartararo said as 
his team celebrated. 

“We need to enjoy this, it’s not ev-
ery day you have your first MotoGP 
victory!” he added.

Six-time world champion Mar-
quez had already come off the track 
on the fourth lap of a race held in 
sweltering conditions but just man-

aged to hold on and get back in con-
tention.

But worse was to come on the 20th 
lap when the Spaniard, who was ly-
ing third, lost control and came off 
his bike which then hit him on the 
arm as man and machine bounced 
across the infield gravel.

Marquez was taken away from 
the track in an ambulance and his 
Repsol Honda team later said he 

had broken his right humerus and 
would require an operation.

“A fall at Turn 3 while fighting for 
the podium has resulted in a bro-
ken right humerus for @marcmar-
quez93, who will travel to Barcelona 
for surgery,” the team tweeted.

Yamaha rider Maverick Vinales 
took second place and Ducati’s An-
drea Dovizioso was third.

The first race of a season delayed 

and truncated by the coronavirus 
pandemic was run without specta-
tors. The riders observed a minute’s 
silence before the start in memory 
of victims of the virus.

Marquez has already earmarked 
Quartararo as his most serious chal-
lenger this season and this first vic-
tory for a Frenchman in MotoGP 
since Regis Laconi in Valencia in 
1999 will only confirm that view.

Quartararo used the cornering abil-
ity of the Yamaha to pull away from 
his rivals and had stretched his lead to 
as much as six seconds at one point.

His victory was the first for a Ya-
maha satellite team in MotoGP.

Along with Marquez, it was also 
a bad start to the season for Italian 
great Valentino Rossi as he came off 
on lap 19 when in tenth place, crush-
ing his hopes of scoring points.

Rossi, the 41-year-old nine-time 
world champion, has already been 
told he will be replaced in Yamaha’s 
main team next year when Quarta-
raro steps up from Yamaha SRT.

There was some success for the 
Rossi family though when his half-
brother Luca Marini won the Moto2 
race in Jerez.

The next MotoGP will take place 
on the same Jerez circuit next Sun-
day. afp
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JON RAHM became the 
first Spaniard since Seve 
Ballesteros in 1989 to hold 
golf’s world No1 ranking, 

fending off a late challenge 
Sunday to win the US PGA 
Memorial tournament.

Rahm holed out an amaz-
ing 31-foot chip shot at the 
par-3 16th and, despite a two-
stroke penalty that turned it 
from a birdie to a bogey, took 
a three-stroke victory over 
American Ryan Palmer that 
boosted him over Rory McIl-
roy atop the rankings.

“I don’t know how to de-
scribe it,” Rahm said. “It has 
been a goal since I was 13-, 
14-years-old.”

Rahm was among the Span-
ish youth inspired by the feats 
of Ballesteros, a five-time 
major champion who died in 
2011 at age 54 of brain cancer.

“Seve is a very special player 
to all of us, and to be second to 
him, it’s a true honour,” Rahm 
said. “Anytime I can join Seve 
at anything, it’s incredible.”

Rahm said the moment 
was difficult to comprehend 
in part because his thoughts 
were with his family, two 
members of which have died 
from Covid-19.

“It’s hard to process right 
now,” he said. “There are so 
many things going through 
my mind right now that have 

nothing to do with golf.”
Rahm fired a three-over par 

75 in the final round to fin-
ish on nine-under 279 with 
Palmer second. England’s 
Matthew Fitzpatrick was 
third on 283 after a closing 
68 while Australia’s Jason Day 
and England’s Matt Wallace 
shared fourth on 284.

Rahm began with a four-
shot edge and made the turn 
ahead by eight before drop-
ping four strokes in a five-
hole span with a bogey at the 
10th, double-bogey at 11 and 
a bogey at 14 as Palmer pulled 
within three.

That’s when the 25-year-old 
made his amazing chip shot 
at 16.

“That’ll probably go down 
as my greatest chip shot. I 
don’t know if I’ll ever do bet-
ter than that,” Rahm said.

“Luckily, I pulled out proba-
bly the best short game shot I 
will ever have. That was unbe-
lievable. For that to go in, that 
was exactly what I needed.”

Jack Nicklaus, the 18-time 
major winner who hosts the 
event at Muirfield Village in 
Dublin, Ohio, called the shot 
“spectacular” as he congratu-
lated Rahm with a fist bump 
at the 18th green.

Rahm, who won a US PGA 
event for the fourth year in a 
row, was given a two-stroke 

penalty after television slow-
motion cameras showed his 
ball moved when he pushed 
down on the grass behind it 
shortly before his incredible 
chip, although it didn’t change 
the lie and was imperceptible 
to Rahm himself.

“I did not see or feel any-
thing,” said Rahm, who 
agreed with the decision after 
watching a video replay.

“It did move. It is a pen-
alty. I’ll accept it,” Rahm said. 
“Unfortunate as it is to have 
something like this happen, it 
was a great shot.

“Had I seen it, I would have 
said something, but the cam-
era had to zoom in to see it.”

The tournament was the 
sixth of the season for the 
US PGA, all without specta-
tors, since the tour returned 
in June from a three-month 
coronavirus pandemic shut-
down.

Tough conditions
Rahm, who won his first US 

PGA event when leading af-
ter 54 holes, was upset after 
a bogey at 10 and finding a 
water hazard off the tee at the 
par-5 11th, slamming his club 
into the ground on his way to 
double bogey.

“Conditions were so tough. 
I knew I wasn’t going to play 
18 perfect holes. I knew some-

thing was going to go south,” 
Rahm said.

“It was so firm, so windy, 
and then we started to get 
drizzle. Any little mistake was 
going to get punished.”

Palmer sank a 13-foot birdie 
putt at the par-3 12th and 

Rahm stumbled again with a 
bogey at 14, finding a green-
side bunker and missing a five-
foot par putt, to leave the lead 
at three shots with four to play.

“When I missed the putt on 
14, I said, ‘That’s enough,’” 
Rahm said.

Palmer had a 12-foot birdie 
putt at 16 when Rahm blasted 
out of the deep grass, landed 
the ball just onto the green 
and watched it roll into the 
cup. Palmer settled for par, 
his charge blunted for good. 
afp

Jon Rahm wins PGA 
Memorial to seize 
world number one

Jon Rahm became the first Spanish golfer to reach the world No1 ranking since Steve Ballesteros achieved 
the feat in 1989. afp

Quartararo celebrates on the podium after winning the Spanish Grand Prix at the 
Jerez racetrack in Jerez de la Frontera. afp

Fabio Quartararo’s win marked the first for a French MotoGP racer since 1999 and the 
first overall for a Yamaha satellite team. afp

Quartararo wins, Marquez crashes in MotoGP opener
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