
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

T
HE death toll from a gas 
explosion that rocked central 
Phnom Penh on Saturday has 
risen to four, the municipal 

fire department said on Sunday.
Department director Prom Yorn said 

five other people also sustained injuries 
in the fire which destroyed two houses 
and damaged another in Daun Penh 
district’s Boeung Raing commune.

Yorn said the dead included two of 
the gas cylinder shop owner’s chil-
dren – Lam Seng Hav, 27, and Lam 
Kim Lang, eight, – and two workers, 
Mao Sinat, 22, and Mon Makara, 18.

The injured include shop owner 
Prak Lamhong, 69, his wife Ly 
Soeurng, 49, their two daughters Lam 
Seng Tay, 19, and Lam Kimchou, 13. 
Lamhong’s 32-year-old brother Prak 
Sengkea was also hurt in the blaze.

Citing Lamhong’s accounts, Yorn 
said the fire started from a worker 
welding a leaking gas cylinder that 
exploded and spread flames to more 
gas cylinders.

“Bodies were charred and found 
by our firefighters under rubble and 
the iron frames of the building. The 
bodies were sent to the Stung 
Meanchey pagoda for final rites 
while the injured were admitted to 
hospital,” he said.

In expressing his condolences, 

Phnom Penh municipal governor 
Khuong Sreng contributed some 
money towards the funeral, which 
was organised by the family at the 
pagoda on Sunday morning.

The fire also damaged some elec-
trical cables of the state-run Electric-

ity du Cambodge (EdC).
As of Sunday, neither the EdC nor 

Lamhong’s neighbours whose two 
houses were damaged by the fire had 
filed a complaint for compensation.

According to a Ministry of Interior 
report, fires have killed 11 people, 

damaged 519 houses and injured 28 
in the first six months of the year.

The report attributed two main 
factors to the fires – electric faults (41 
per cent) and negligence (39 per 
cent). The remaining 20 per cent are 
under investigation.
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Four killed, five injured 
in capital gas explosion

Loan granted for rural connectivity Mistreated 
elephant set 
to retire in 
Cambodia

Voun Dara

THE World Bank’s Board of Executive 
Directors approved a $100 million 
credit from the International Devel-
opment Association (IDA) for a 
Cambodian Road Connectivity 
Improvement Project to enhance 
serviceability and economic oppor-
tunities in rural areas. 

In a news release, it said the project 
will connect service centres in rural 

areas, such as health centres, referral 
hospitals, schools and markets 
through the improvement of cli-
mate-resilient rural roads.

Improving selected sections of 
national roads will also reduce trans-
portation costs and road disruption 
risks, and help facilitate agriculture 
supply chains and tourism develop-
ment, the World Bank said. 

Its country manager for Cambodia 
Inguna Dobraja said access to health 

and school facilities and moving 
goods markets, in particular during 
the rainy season, has presented great 
challenges for people in rural areas. 

“The new project continues our 
commitment to supporting the devel-
opment of Cambodia’s infrastructure. 
It will help connect people to serv-
ices, reduce disruption and generate 
jobs for local communities during 
road construction, thus supporting 
economic recovery,” she said. 

Despite significant improvements 
in past years, transportation costs 
remain high in Cambodia. Roads are 
the predominant mode of transpor-
tation in the country and invest-
ments are needed, particularly in 
rural areas, the World Bank said.

“Rural roads account for more 
than 75 per cent of the road network, 
yet only five per cent are paved. With

A PAKISTANI court approved the 
relocation of a lonely and mistreated 
elephant to Cambodia on Saturday 
after the pachyderm became the sub-
ject of a high-profile rights campaign 
backed by US music star Cher.

Kaavan was kept in chains at Islam-
abad Zoo and exhibited symptoms of 
mental illness, prompting global out-
rage over his treatment and a petition 
demanding his release that garnered 
over 400,000 signatures.

The capital’s High Court ordered 
Kaavan’s freedom in May and 
instructed wildlife officials to find 
him a “suitable sanctuary”.

Authorities told a Saturday hearing 
that an expert committee had recom-
mended he be retired at a 10ha wild-
life sanctuary in Cambodia.

“The court has agreed with the pro-
posal,” Anis Ur Rehman, the chair-
man of Islamabad Wildlife manage-
ment board, said on Saturday.

Zoo officials have in the past denied 
that the Kaavan was chained up, 
instead claiming he was pining for a 
new mate after his partner died in 
2012.

But his behaviour – including signs 
of distress such as bobbing his head 
repeatedly – demonstrated “a kind of 
mental illness”, Safwan Shahab 
Ahmad of the Pakistan Wildlife Foun-
dation told reporters in 2016.

Kaavan’s plight drew the attention 
of Cher, who spent years calling for 
his freedom.

She tweeted in May that the court’s 
decision to order his release was “one 
of the greatest moments of my life”.

Arriving in Pakistan as a one-year-
old in 1985 from Sri Lanka, Kaavan 
was temporarily held in chains in 
2002 because zookeepers were con-
cerned about increasingly violent 
tendencies.

He was freed later that year after an 
outcry but it emerged in 2015 that he 
was once more being regularly 
chained for several hours each day.

Government minister Malik Amin 
Aslam said authorities would “free 
this elephant with a kind heart, and 
will ensure that he lives a happy 
life”. AFP
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the aftermath of the gas explosion which killed four and injured five in phnom penh’s daun penh district on saturday. Heng CHivoAn



High alert for Covid-19 as students return from abroad
Khorn Savi

CAMBODIAN students are 
returning from abroad in increas-
ing numbers to government test-
ing and quarantines that are 
awaiting them upon arrival.

On Sunday, 153 Cambodians, 
including 43 students from 
Egypt, and 98 military trainees, 
a student and a citizen from 
Russia, made it back to Cam-
bodia via Malaysia.

Some had graduated, some 
are on internships while others 
were on vacation, the Cambo-
dian Student’s Association in 
Egypt told The Post on July 19.

More than 1,000 Cambodian 
students studying abroad have 

returned to Cambodia, accord-
ing to the Ministry of Health. The 
authorities are on high alert.

Among a group of 80 Cambo-
dian students who returned 
from Saudi Arabia on July 10, 25 
tested positive for Covid-19.

There have been 171 detect-
ed Covid-19 cases, including 
foreigners and Cambodians. 
Five more passengers who 
travelled from the US tested 
positive on July 16, including 
three Cambodians and two US 
Embassy officials.

While most have been cured, 
authorities have dealt with 
some surprises.

A Cambodian woman who flew 
in from the US on July 15 “escaped” 

from a quarantine centre in a 
Phnom Penh hotel on July 17. She 
took a taxi to Kampong Cham and 
went to a restaurant and hair 
salon in the Kampong Cham 
market before police tracked her 
down and sent her back.

Ministry of Health spokes-
woman Or Vandine said the min-
istry had not yet determined the 
punishment or fines for those 
who flee quarantine centres.

 The government has also 
announced a five-day holiday 
from August 17 to 21 and 
expects it will provide an 
opportunity for people to trav-
el to tourist sites to help pro-
mote domestic tourism.

However, the Ministry of 

Health issued a directive to pre-
vent the spread of Covid-19 
during the holiday. Citizens 
must choose good environ-
mental tourism sites that have 
adequate airflow and avoid 
crowded karaoke bars, night-
clubs and large gatherings.

Prime Minister Hun Sen wrote 
on his Facebook page on July 19 
that all businesses must have 
gel or alcohol for hand washing. 
All travellers from abroad must 
follow the instructions of the 
Ministry of Health.

“Cambodians, as well as 
tourists who come to Cambo-
dia, must follow the instruc-
tions of the Ministry of Health,” 
Hun Sen wrote.
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Sokha on local tour, 
stays out of politics
Niem Chheng

F
ORMER Cambodia 
National Rescue Party 
(CNRP) leader Kem 
Sokha is touring the 

Kingdom to pay his respects 
to fallen heroes and learn 
about the effects of Covid-19 
on farmers and the tourism 
sector, one of his lawyers said.

But Sokha, the former pres-
ident of the Supreme Court-
dissolved CNRP who is on tri-
al for treason, has not carried 
out political activities banned 
by the court, stressed his law-
yer Chan Cheng. 

Sokha’s public appearanc-
es come after a long silence 
since the court allowed him 
to walk free – but not beyond 
the country’s borders – on No-
vember 10. His trial was post-
poned because of Covid-19.

Cheng told The Post on Sun-
day that Sokha travelled to 
Kampong Cham and Tbong 
Khmum provinces on July 6 
to learn about crops and live-
lihoods amid the pandemic.

On July 10, he went to Takeo 
province to pay his respects to 
the family of slain social ana-
lyst Kem ley. On Friday and 
Saturday, he visited Banteay 
Meanchey and Siem Reap 
provinces.

“These were not political ac-
tivities and did not violate the 
ban at all. He has gone there 
to pay his respects to fallen 
heroes such as Oknha Klaing 
Moeung, kings of the Angkor 
Wat temple and Nokor Thom 
[Angkor Thom]. He has prayed 
for peace for the country and 
its people,” Cheng said.

Meng Sopheary, another of 
Sokha’s lawyers, said he could 
visit general people, politi-
cians and his old colleagues 
but organising political activ-
ities is banned by the court. 

“It’s not the first time Sokha 
has left the house. Since No-
vember, he has left home 
several times but his move-
ments were not announced. 
Normally, if people stay put, 
they get bored and stressed. 
He leaves home for provinces, 

especially visiting his planta-
tion to get fresh air and see 
the landscape,” she said.

Former CNRP official Meach 
Sovannara who greeted Sokha 
in Banteay Meanchey said 
Sokha did not meet political 
activists, though some paid 
him a courtesy visit. He also 
visited former party members 
who are ill.

Ministry of Justice spokes-
man Chin Malin said an in-
vestigating judge decided 
that Sokha had been banned 
from carrying out political ac-
tivities and going abroad.

However, he said: “No in-
stitution can interpret the 
case of Kem Sokha except the 
court, which is independent.

“The court banned him from 
two things – going abroad and 
carrying out political activi-
ties. Whether his actions are 
political or not depends on the 
investigating judge, who is the 
one to define and determine 
the legality [of his activities].”

Kin Phea, the director of the 
Royal Academy of Cambo-

dia’s International Relations 
Institute, said Sokha’s visits 
confirmed that his situation is 
much relieved, especially after 
he had offered his condolenc-
es to Prime Minister Hun Sen 
whose mother-in-law passed 
away in early May.

He said pressure on Sokha 
went down as internal splits 
within the CNRP had ap-

peared and supporters for 
Sokha and Sam Rainsy, the 
CNRP’s self-proclaimed “act-
ing president”, criticised each 
other on social media.

“When it comes to an alli-
ance between Sokha and Rain-
sy, they are not united as one 
anymore. These two groups 
are waiting to see who leaves 
the CNRP first. Now, they are 

still afraid of each other.
“Strategically, or for politi-

cal goals, it is different already. 
They previously joined forces 
to fight a common enemy – 
the ruling Cambodian People’s 
Party. Now, Rainsy and Sokha 
dare not announce the estab-
lishment of a new party for 
fear that their supporters will 
lose confidence,” he said.

Kem Sokha (centre) receives a blessing at the Angkor Thom temple in Siem Reap province. p

Cambodian students wait for their flight at a Malaysian airport.  
cambodian embasssay in malaysia
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Soth Koemsoeun

CHHEB district authorities 
in Preah Vihear province are 
searching for suspects in an 
illegal logging case after eight 
cubic metres of timber were 
found hidden in the district 
last week.

District governor Soksan 
Dara said on Sunday that dis-
trict authorities are searching 
for the offenders, who also 
operated a wood processing 
factory without permission. 

On Thursday, officials re-
trieved three cubic metres 
without legal certificates in 
Chheb I commune. 

On Friday, authorities re-
trieved five more cubic me-
tres of timber in M’lou Prey I 
commune.

Dara said the confiscated tim-
ber was sent to the Preah Vihear 
provincial Forestry Administra-
tion for legal procedures.

“We are searching for offend-
ers, but we have not received 
any additional information 
from our officials. The offence 
was not committed by mer-
chants in this district because 

I asked some of our residents 
and they said that no one traf-
fics timber in this area.  It must 
be outsiders,” he said. 

Dara said the investigation 
was ordered by National Com-
mittee for Prevention and 
Crackdown on Natural Re-
source Crimes chairman Sao 
Sokha and Preah Vihear pro-
vincial governor Prak Sovann. 

The Post could not contact 
Forestry Administration pro-
vincial director Nuon Sok-
hom for comment. The pro-
vincial director of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries, Ping 
Trida, refused to comment.

District police chief Chhuon 
Mady said on Sunday that his 
authorities did not join the 
operation. He first received 
news about it from the media. 
The Forestry Administration 
did not request his forces for 
intervention.

“We did not join this op-
eration because the admin-
istration has enough forces. 
I always see them patrol and 
stop offences. The adminis-
tration will request help from 
me if needed,” Mady said.

Voun Dara

THE ministries of Public Works 
and Transport; Health; and 
Social Affairs, Veterans and 
youth Rehabilitation met on 
Friday and discussed a prakas 
which will define the condi-
tions to issue driver’s licences 
to people with disabilities.

General Department of land 
Transport director Chhoun 
Von  said: “We have agreed on 
the draft and will submit it to 
the management soon.”

Von said the conditions for 
issuing a driver’s licence to a 
person with a disability are 
similar to the ones govern-
ing driver’s licences for non-
disabled people. People with 
disabilities must apply with 
relevant documents such as 
their original identity card.

“But the important thing is 
that we have to look at their 
physical state. If a person 
with a disability wants to get 
a driver’s licence, we need to 
decide what kind of vehicle 
he can drive,” he said.

According to the draft of 
the prakas, Von said if a per-
son with a disability can drive 
normally, the transport minis-
try will allow them to take the 
driver’s licence examination.

The inter-ministerial declara-
tion aims to promote the rights 
of people with disabilities in 
Cambodia. Von said the prakas 
will determine the conditions 
for issuing a driver’s licence to 
a person with a disability and 
will determine what type of ve-
hicle they can drive. 

Senior adviser to the Coalition 
for Road Safety lim Sokchea 
said civil society organisations 
have been campaigning for the 
issuance of driver’s licences to 
disabled and illiterate people.

“Now, if the inter-ministerial 
committee has decided to is-
sue driver’s licences to disabled 
and illiterate people, it would 
be a very good thing. Because 
countries in Asia and the world 
have always had such incen-
tives,” Sokchea said.

She called on the transport 
ministry to set clear condi-
tions for the use of vehicles by 
people with disabilities.

“I urge that all vehicles used 
by the disabled be recognised 
by the transport ministry in 
line with national standards.

“It’s not enough to just is-
sue them a licence. We need 
to designate special vehicles 
for them and ask them to take 
the examination to get a driv-
er’s licence,” she said.

Illegal loggers on the 
loose in Preah Vihear

Gov’t mulls licences 
for Kindom’s disabled

King appoints new judges, 
and prosecutors nationwide

Two charged for producing coffee 
with illicit substances in Kandal

Niem Chheng

K
ING Norodom Si-
hamoni on Satur-
day ordered the ap-
pointment of 39 new 

judges and 15 new prosecu-
tors to carry out court duties 
nationwide as a group of vet-
eran judges and prosecutors 
were assigned to new jobs.

The 29 judges will cover 
court duties at 20 provincial 
courts while the 15 prosecu-
tors will be assigned to 14 
provincial courts. The new 
employees have the right to 
receive basic pay and other 
allowances defined by law. 

The King also issued a royal 
decree ordering changes to 
the roles of judges and pros-
ecutors at several regional 
appeal courts and provincial 
courts.

Another royal decree dated 
july 18 assigned new pros-
ecutors, judges, and chiefs 
to several different courts 
throughout the country. 

Two judges were transferred 
from the courts to serve as 
prosecutors at the Ministry of 
justice. Keo Sothea is the new 
Phnom Penh Municipal Court 
prosecutor and ly Sophana is 
the new Phnom Penh appeal 
court prosecutor. 

Supreme Council of Magis-
tracy spokesman Sam Prachea 
Meanith could not be reached 
for comment on Sunday. 

But ministry spokesman 

Chin Malin said there are a to-
tal of 500 judges and prosecu-
tors throughout the Kingdom.

Malin said Cambodia needs 
additional judges, and the re-
cent reshuffling and appoint-
ment of judges was normal 
procedure.

Former Cambodia National 
Rescue Party (CNRP) law-
maker Ou Chanroth said on 

Sunday that he had noted the 
changes, but doesn’t think it’s 
an effective measure in en-
suring justice for the people. 

Chanroth said: “To tell you 
the truth, the changes are 
not important. The number 
of officials or judges is not 
important. Rather, it is of vi-
tal importance to maintain 
effective work.

“To be effective in the justice 
system, we have to examine 
corruption. I still don’t believe 
that there will be effective 
justice so long as law enforce-
ment is corrupt and lax.

“Especially, the court sys-
tem is a powerful tool. But if 
the system itself is corrupt, it 
makes its work ineffective,” 
he said.

Long Kimmarita

KANDAl Provincial Court 
prosecutor Ek Sun Reaksmey 
has charged two coffee roast-
ers with illegally producing 
coffee with illicit substances.

On july 2, the Ministry of 
Interior’s Counter Counter-
feit Committee inspected and 
closed a coffee roaster busi-
ness which was mixing its 
coffee beans with soybeans 
in Kraing Mkak commune, 
Trapeang Khtoem village, in 
Ang Snuol district, Kandal 
province.

The provincial court’s warrant 
dated july 16 said Sun Reaks-
mey charged Thun Nath, 33, 
and luot leang, 24, with creat-
ing counterfeit products. Nath 
owned the roasting company 
while leang was the master-
mind behind the concoction.

The warrant said the ac-
cuseds’ confessions were 
enough to justify skipping an 
investigation and sending the 
case directly to trial.

Sun Reaksmey said Nath 
and leang had committed a 
breach of the law in produc-
ing coffee mixed with chemi-
cals without standards.

The coffee was produced 
without permission from the 
relevant ministries, did not 
comply with legal standards 
and posed a high risk to con-
sumers’ health and safety. 

“They were charged with mis-
demeanours under Article 63, 
which are punishable by a one-
month to one-year imprison-
ment and a fine of five million 
($1,222) to 10 million riel.

“They broke the law gov-
erning the quality and safety 
management of products and 
services. Therefore, it should 

be sent to be tried directly ac-
cording to the Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure.”

According to the defen-
dants, the coffee roaster 
opened in 2018 and Nath and 
leang learned the recipe from 
other people. They bought 
one tonne of coffee beans a 
month from Orussey Market 

at 15,000 riel per kg.
They use five 120kg-capac-

ity ovens to roast the beans. 
The mix uses butter, caramel 
syrup, artificial substances, 
food colouring, sugar, salt, 
fish sauce, rice wine, MSG, 
milk and soybeans.

The confession said the de-
fendants didn’t have a brand 
name because their business 
was family-run. It also said 
they admitted that the produc-
tion and distribution of their 
coffee was not permitted.

According to a Counter 
Counterfeit Committee report, 
police found 60 sacks of soy-
beans, six sacks of first-grade 
coffee beans, 10 sacks of sec-
ond-grade coffee beans and six 
sacks of roasted coffee beans.

They also found a butter 
mixing machine, a sugar mix-
ing machine and artificial 
substances used to give prod-
ucts a coffee scent.

undersecretary of state at 
the Ministry of Interior and 
Counter Counterfeit Commit-
tee vice-president Kem Cheat 
told The Post on Sunday that 
the committee’s standpoint 
was to focus on the health of 
the people.

“We will continue to inves-
tigate and crack down on all 
crimes. We will impose aggra-
vating circumstances and ask 
the judiciary to punish them 
under the law,” he said.

The King also issued a royal decree ordering changes to the roles of judges and prosecutors at several 
regional appeal courts and provincial courts. supplied

The accused used five 120kg-capacity ovens to roast the beans. The mix 
uses butter, caramel syrup, artificial substances, food colouring, sugar, 
salt, fish sauce, rice wine, MSG, milk and soybeans. ccc

Officials said the conditions for issuing a driver’s licence to a person 
with a disability are similar to the ones governing driver’s licenses for 
non-disabled people. social affairs ministry
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a changing climate, heavy 
rainfall and flooding pose 
increased risk of disruption for 
road connectivity. 

“Analysis conducted as a part 
of the project preparation indi-
cates that during floods more 
than 26 per cent of the popula-
tion in the project areas face the 
risk of losing access to emergen-
cy health facilities and schools.

“Another 18 per cent would 
have to spend 30 minutes 
more in travel time to reach 
hospitals. The selected road 
sections for investment pri-
oritise those that connect 
households to hospitals, 
schools and markets,” it said. 

The target project areas 
include Kampong Cham, 
Tbong Khmum and Kratie 
provinces with a combined 
population of over two million 
people, of whom 80 per cent 
live in rural areas.

This project will support the 
Ministry of Public Works and 
Transport and the Ministry of 
Rural Development with critical 

institutional development, 
including financing, road safe-
ty and maintenance, the 
release said.

Coalition for Road Safety sen-
ior official lim Sokchea said 
civil society organisations 
working for safer roads have 
urged the government to allo-
cate 10 per cent of any credit to 
be used for driver education.

“We want traffic equipment 
on the road to increase caution 
among citizens and protect 
them when they have to get 
used to using standard roads. 
Citizens tend to speed after road 
development, which can cause 
traffic accidents,” she said.

General Department of land 
Transport director Chhoun 
Von said on Sunday that the 
government has enhanced 
cooperation with all parties 
related to the infrastructure 
development plan.

“We not only work with the 
World Bank or Asian Develop-
ment Bank, but all develop-
ment partners to collaborate, 
especially in infrastructure 
construction,” he said.

‘We prioritise roads 
that link to hospitals’

Review of land case requested
Long Kimmarita

M
INISTER of jus-
tice Keut Rith has 
requested the 
Phnom Penh Mu-

nicipal Court to consider sus-
pending proceedings in a land 
dispute impacting 163 families 
in Thmey commune, in the 
capital’s Sen Sok district.

Rith wrote in a letter on Fri-
day saying he made his deci-
sion after receiving a com-
plaint from Chea Sarom, a 
representative of the families, 
requesting officials to inspect 

the 9,992sqm site in Rong 
Chak village.

“After reviewing the com-
plaint and relevant documents, 
it was found that confirmation 
of certain facts could not be re-
solved immediately,” he wrote 
in his letter to the court.

Rith requested the president 
of the Phnom Penh Munici-
pal Court and the prosecutor 
to suspend suspending the 
court proceedings until an 
investigation is carried out.

Sarom, who filed the com-
plaint with Rith, said the Su-
preme Court ruled in favour 

of the families in 2011 in a 
dispute with other parties – 
Pring Socheat, Houy Daravy 
and ung Seang Pang.

A new owner, Kim Kao, 
bought the land from those 
men and appealed to the 
Phnom Penh Municipal Court, 
which ruled in Kao’s favour.

Sarom said the families ap-
pealed and in 2018, the Court 
of Appeal overturned that 
ruling and invalidated Kao’s 
property ownership title.

Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court prosecutor Muth Dara 
issued a warrant on june 25 

charging six individuals of con-
spiring with officials to use fake 
public documents to sell other 
people’s real estate in 2018.

The six accused have been 
detained. They are the former 
owners Pring Socheat, ung 
Seang Pang and Houy Daravy 
and land management of-
ficials Banh uyta, Kim Subut 
and Ryu Dongyun. 

They are accused of con-
spiring to produce fake real 
estate identification certifi-
cates from the Department 
of land Management urban 
Planning & Construction.

The land dispute impact 163 families in Thmey commune, in the capital’s Sen Sok district. fresh news

Target areas include Kampong Cham, Tbong Khmum and Kratie. MPwT



Prostitution 
scheme busted 
in P Sihanouk

PREAH Sihanouk police sent four 
Chinese men and a Russian 
woman to the provincial court on 

Sunday after detaining them on Thurs-
day at a guesthouse for involvement in a 
prostitution case in Mittapheap district’s 
Commune II.

Provincial police inspector Tey Visal 
said besides the five detained suspects, 
16 males and 15 females engaged in 
prostitution services were allowed to 
return home.

Visal said: “I sent those five people to 
the court. They claimed that they rented 
a room from that guesthouse, but we 
have to investigate to know if they truly 
rented it.”

Police targeted three guesthouses 
offering sex services located in Com-
mune II.

The three establishments advertised 
on Facebook to attract customers and 
experts found the posts. Provincial police 
chief Chuon Narin tasked his experts with 
stopping these guesthouses from offer-
ing sex services.

One of the guesthouses posted in 
Chinese on Facebook, mentioning that 
beautiful and young women under 20 
were waiting to give warm and honest 
service to customers, he said.

The women included university 
students, workers, models, Europeans, 
Americans, Japanese, Koreans, Chinese, 
and Vietnamese. They charged between 
$79 and $319 per hour for sex services.

The four detained Chinese nation-
als said they had rented a room at one 
of the guesthouses. The owners of the 
guesthouses are Chinese nationals who 
are currently in China, Narin said. The 
Russian woman claimed to be a chef. Kim 

Sarom
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Police nab 11 Chinese nationals, 
rescue victim in kidnapping case 
Kim Sarom

M
INISTRy of Interior 
police is investigat-
ing a kidnapping case 
involving 11 Chinese 

suspects and a Chinese victim in 
Chhbar Ampov district’s Nirouth 
commune in Phnom Penh.

Mom Chek, the head of the legal 
Procedure Bureau at the Ministry 
of Interior’s Criminal Investigations 
Department, said on Sunday that 
his expert has already questioned 
the 11 Chinese men.

He believes there could be more 
related suspects and requested that 
the Phnom Penh Municipal Court 
allow him to detain the suspects for 
an additional 24 hours. The eleven 
were first detained on Friday.

Chek said: “According to legal 
measures, it was time to send them 
to court on Sunday. Because it is a 
criminal case that we have not fully 
investigated yet, we requested the 
court to allow us to detain them for 
an additional 24 hours.”

Hem Bonda, the head of the Seri-
ous Crimes Bureau at the ministry’s 
Criminal Investigations Depart-
ment, said on Sunday that before 
detaining the suspects, police re-
ceived a complaint from a Chinese 
man who is the victim’s friend. The 
man said a group of Chinese nation-
als kidnapped his friend on Street 
956 in Nirouth commune.

After receiving the complaint, the 
ministry’s Criminal Investigations 
Department deputy director Cheav 

Vibol led a crackdown in collabora-
tion with a prosecutor on Friday in 
Nirouth commune.

Citing the victim, Bonda said he 
came to Cambodia to seek a job. He 
answered a job announcement online, 
which was posted by the suspects. The 
victim contacted them and travelled 
to meet them in the commune.

The suspects allegedly handcuffed 
the victim and told him to call his 
family in China to send money in 
exchange for him. But the victim’s 
family asked for help from the vic-
tim’s friend, who filed the complaint 
which alerted police to the situation.

When police reached the scene, 
they found the victim handcuffed 

but not injured. The victim was ner-
vous and trembling, Bonda said.

The suspect initially thought that 
the police were part of the suspects’ 
group. The victim has recovered 
with the help of the Chinese Asso-
ciation of Cambodia.

“He can now talk on the phone as 
normal and feels better,” Bonda said.

Police have questioned the 11 Chinese suspects, who were detained on Friday. freSh newS

Police root out marijuana plants in Pursat’s Veal Veng district. police

Pursat police in pursuit of 
marijuana plant growers
Soth Koemsoeun

PuRSAT provincial authorities 
are searching for suspects who 
ran a marijuana growing oper-
ation on 2ha in Veal Veng dis-
trict’s Anlong Reap com-
mune.

In an investigation on Satur-
day which led them through 
kilometres of thick forest, 
authorities discovered and 
burnt 5,530 marijuana plants.

Veal Veng district police chief 
Theang leng said officers also 
found 30kg of dried marijuana 
at the location.  

Evidence seized included 
marijuana plants, dried mari-
juana, three tents and other 

materials used for growing the 
narcotic. Officials burnt them 
at the scene because transpor-
tation was limited to the area. 
No roads lead to the forest, 
said leng.

He said it wouldn’t take 
police long to track down the 
suspects.

Anlong Reap commune 
police chief Sok Nat said there 
are a lot of mountains in the 
area, which is 30km from 
National Road 55. When 
authorities came close to arriv-
ing at the scene, dogs barked 
at them, which could have 
alerted the suspects and 
helped them escape.

He said officials had to walk 

30km through the forest to 
reach the site. It was a good 
location for offenders to grow 
marijuana plants because it is 
hidden in a big forest. The sus-
pects used waterfalls to water 
their plants.

“We have identified the sus-
pects. According to villagers, 
there are four offenders. Three 
of them come from Kiri Vong 
district in Takeo while one is a 
villager there. They have all 
fled, but we are continuing to 
investigate,” Nat said.

He said authorities were first 
alerted to the marijuana plants 
by villagers who had been har-
vesting ivy in the forest and 
noticed them.
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,300 17,220 17,460 17,200

2 GTI 3,150 3,150 3,150 3,150

3 PAS 15,600 15,500 15,600 15,500

4 PPAP 11,600 11,600 11,600 11,600

5 PPSP 2,290 2,290 2,290 2,290

6 PWSA 5,600 5,600 5,600 5,600

Date: July 17, 2020

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,091 1.3576 6.9993 107.18 4.2655 1.3904 31.69 0.6990 1.1417 1.2564

Two SMEs may list on CSX this year
May Kunmakara

T
WO small and me-
dium-sized enter-
prises (SMEs) will 
list on the Cambodia 

Securities Exchange’s (CSX’s) 
Growth Board by the end of 
this year, Securities and Ex-
change Commission of Cam-
bodia (SECC) vice-president 
Sok Dara told The Post.

He said that since the first 
edition of the SECC’s Excel-
lent Programme (EP1) in 2018, 
some SMEs have expressed 
their desire to list on the board.

The capacity-building 
programme assists SMEs in 
ensuring quality and com-
petitiveness and creating a 
clear business plan.

It also helps them prepared 
proficient financial state-
ments and provides access 
to experts free of charge. 

Dara said the programme 
lasts for four months and is 
divided into three phases. 
EP1 had 73 companies par-
ticipating in the first and sec-
ond phases, with the SECC 
limiting the third phase to 
38 companies. Only 18 com-
pleted the programme.

He added that 10 of the 18 
companies received awards 
from the SECC. Of those, 
eight submitted a letter of in-
terest in listing on the CSX.

“Three of the companies 

have firmly engaged in the 
process, and among the three, 
two are on track to go public 
via initial public offering [IPO]. 
We expect the two companies 
to complete their proceedings 
by the end of this year.

“They may come from 
the construction and leas-
ing sectors [a first for the 
bourse], but we proceed 
with a realistic approach to 
their evaluation. The com-
panies have expressed their 
expectations for a listing by 
year’s end,” Dara said.

The CSX has struggled to 
attract a single SME since the 
launch of its Growth Board in 
late 2015. According to SECC 
regulations, companies are 
required to have a minimum 
of $500,000 in operating cap-
ital to list, compared to $7.5 
million on the main board.

Companies that list on the 
platform are also required to 
release one year of audited 
financial results, compared 
to the two years required for 
bigger companies.

Additionally, the results 

must show a positive net 
profit or positive operating 
cash flow with gross profit 
margin of at least 10 per cent.

CSX vice-chairman and 
chief operating officer Ha 
jong-weon recently told The 
Post that he expects the board 
to have its first listing soon.

He said: “We expect a few 
companies to list this year. 
They are now working with the 
initial public offering team.

“The board was created 
to encourage more compa-
nies to list publicly, espe-

cially SMEs and start-ups 
with good business models 
and growth potential,” Ha 
said, adding that the idea is 
for companies listed on the 
Growth Board to eventually 
join the Main Board.

A sub-decree issued last 
year gave substantial tax 
breaks to companies listed on 
the bourse. According to the 
regulation, companies that 
list in the next three years will 
enjoy a 50 per cent reduction 
on income tax and the can-
cellation of any tax debt.

The Cambodia Inter-cen-
sal Economic Survey 2014 
shows there were 513,759 
enterprises in the Kingdom 
that year, of which 97.6 per 
cent were micro-enterprises 
and 2.2 per cent SMEs.

Women-owned 26 per 
cent of SMEs and 62 per 
cent of micro-enterprises. 
About 150,000 are registered 
as manufacturing entities.

There are 12 listed firms 
in the Kingdom – six stock-
listed and six corporate 
bond-listed. The 12 compa-
nies have raised a combined 
$240 million and the stock 
index increased more than 
57 per cent last year over 
2018, CSX data show.

To date, more than 25,000 
individuals and companies 
have opened trading ac-
counts at CSX.

Philippines’ Covid-19 war chest hits $21B
THE Philippines’ war chest against the 
Covid-19 crisis inched up to $21.05 
billion as of mid-july, although still 
lower than most of its Southeast Asian 
neighbours when divided among the 
relatively bigger population.

japan-led Manila-based multilat-
eral lender Asian Development Bank’s 
(ADB’s) Covid-19 policy database 
compiled by its economic research 
and regional cooperation department 
showed that the country’s Covid-19 
package as of july 13 further rose from 
$20.1 billion last month, $19.8 billion 
in May and $16.5 billion in April.

The authors of the ADB database led 
by jesus Felipe included the sum of 
the measures that provided liquidity, 
encouraged credit creation in finan-
cial sectors and directly funded house-
holds, businesses and local govern-
ments reeling from the pandemic.

To date, liquidity support provided 
by the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
(BSP) – the central bank – reached 

264.7 billion pesos ($5.4 billion).
loan guarantees made available to 

badly hit small businesses amounted 
to 120 billion pesos, while long-term 
direct lending to businesses, farmers, 
fishers, schools and local govern-
ments contributed 18.5 billion.

Also part of the Philippines’ eco-
nomic war chest against Covid-19 were 
58.6 billion pesos in support to the 
health-care sector and front-liners as 
well as 464.4 billion pesos in non-
health dole-outs to vulnerable sectors 
such as poor families, displaced Fili-
pino workers here and abroad, rice 
farmers, taxpayers, tourism industry 
players and micro, small and medium 
enterprises, among others.

To avoid double-counting, the sum 
of the key economic measures against 
the Covid-19 pandemic did not include 
the 266.2 billion pesos in budget funds 
reallocated into Covid-19 response, 
central bank financing support for the 
national government worth 382 billion 

and the 206.9 billion in loans and 
grants secured from multilateral lend-
ers such as the ADB, the Asian Infra-
structure Investment Bank (AIIB), and 
the World Bank as well as aid agencies 
of bilateral partners such as Canada, 
the Eu, japan and the uS.

The ADB database also noted other 
uncategorised economic measures 
such as the 145 billion peso fiscal 
stimulus package under the proposed 
“Bayanihan 2” pending in Congress.

The Philippines’ measures to fight 
Covid-19 were equivalent to 5.72 per 
cent of gross domestic product (GDP).

If divided among the population, 
the package per capita was $197.33 for 
every Filipino.

The sum of the Philippine govern-
ment’s Covid-19 policies was the 
sixth biggest in Southeast Asia, after 
Singapore’s $92.1 billion, Thailand’s 
$84.1 billion, Malaysia’s $78.4 billion, 
Indonesia’s $63.4 billion and Viet-
nam’s $26.5 billion, while surpassing 

Cambodia’s $2.2 billion, Brunei’s 
$318 million, East Timor’s $254 mil-
lion, Myanmar’s $99 million and 
laos’ $8 million.

On a per-capita basis, seven South-
east Asian countries had larger Covid-
19 response than the Philippines – 
Singapore had the biggest at $16,331.80 
per person; Malaysia, $2,488.18; Thai-
land, $1,211.20; Brunei, $741.61; Viet-
nam, $277.40; Indonesia $237.02, and 
East Timor, $200.32.

The Philippines’ Covid-19 econom-
ic response per capita exceeded those 
of Cambodia ($136), Myanmar ($1.84) 
and laos ($1.11).

As a share of GDP, Brunei’s Covid-19 
package was equivalent to 2.7 per cent; 
Cambodia, 8.3 per cent; Indonesia, six 
per cent; laos, 0.04 per cent; Malaysia, 
22.1 per cent; Myanmar, 0.13 per cent; 
Singapore, 26.2 per cent; Thailand, 15.9 
per cent; East Timor, 8.7 per cent, and 
Vietnam, 10.1 per cent. PHILIPPINE DAILY 

INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

HK’s Cathay 
warns of 
$1.3B loss 
in first half
Hong Kong carrier Cathay Pacific Air-
ways ltd issued a profit warning on 
Friday, estimating it will suffer a his-
toric loss of HK$9.9 billion (uS$1.3 bil-
lion) in the first half of this year as it 
reels from the coronavirus pandemic.

The airline said in a statement: “The 
group will record a net loss attribut-
able to shareholders of approximate-
ly HK$9.9 billion, which compares to 
a net profit to shareholders of HK$1.3 
billion for the same period in 2019.”

like airlines worldwide, Cathay has 
been battered by the evaporation of 
global travel during the pandemic. 
But the carrier is especially vulnera-
ble because it has no domestic mar-
ket to fall back on.

In a stark illustration of the travel 
collapse, Cathay said june passenger 
numbers were down 99.1 per cent 
year-on-year.

Chief customer and commercial offic-
er Ronald lam said in the statement: 
“The landscape of international aviation 
remains incredibly uncertain with bor-
der restrictions and quarantine meas-
ures still in place across the globe.”

He added that there was a slight 
increase in the number of transit pas-
sengers following the easing of restric-
tions at Hong Kong’s airport but they 
are “yet to see any significant signs of 
immediate improvement”.

The airline also said 16 aircraft are 
“unlikely” to operate until summer 
next year, causing impairment charges 
amounting to around HK$2.4 billion.

On the cargo front, the carrier said 
there were fewer cargo-only passenger 
flights compared with May. Its cargo 
tonnage fell five per cent month-on-
month as demand for medical supplies 
waned following a peak month in May.

Hong Kong’s government came to the 
rescue of Cathay earlier this year with a 
HK$39 billion recapitalisation plan.

Cathay chairman Patrick Healy had 
described the bailout as the only way 
to save the airline from collapse.

Shareholders approved the plan on 
Monday.

under the proposal, Cathay will raise 
about HK$11.7 billion in a rights issue 
on the basis of seven rights shares for 
every 11 existing shares held, while pref-
erence shares will be sold to the govern-
ment via Aviation 2020 for HK$19.5 
billion and warrants for HK$1.95 billion, 
subject to adjustment.

Aviation 2020 will also have two 
“observers” to attend board meetings.

lam said Cathay has adjusted its over-
all capacity for july to approximately 
seven per cent and the airline hopes to 
operate up to 10 per cent of its normal 
flight schedule in August. AFP

Two SMEs from the construction and leasing sectors may list on the stock exchange by the end of this 
year. HENG CHIVOAN
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NARONG Paewpolsong, sec-
retary-general of Thailand’s 
Office of Vocational Educa-
tion Commission (OVEC), has 
released guidelines on the 
production of vocational per-
sonnel to support investment 
in the Eastern Economic Cor-
ridor (EEC), in a bid to attract 
investment in industries that 
require skilled personnel.

According to OVEC, the EEC 
will in five years require some 
475,000 workers, of which 
253,000 should have a vo-
cational education, 213,000 
should hold at least a bach-
elor’s degree, while the rest 
will need to have a master’s or 
doctorate, he said.

The industries targeted are 
automotive industry, which 
should need at least 53,000 peo-
ple, artificial intelligence 58,000 
personnel, tourism 17,000, ro-
botics 36,000, aviation 32,000, 
digital business 116,000, medi-
cal business 11,000, high-speed 

railway project 24,000, com-
mercial shipping 14,000 and 
logistics 100,000, he added.

To meet the potential de-
mand, he said, OVEC has 
adjusted curriculums in vo-
cational colleges in the three 
EEC provinces, namely Chon-
buri, Rayong and Chachoeng-
sao. There are 10 educational 
institutes that are equipped 
to produce personnel for 
the first S-curve industries, 
namely artificial intelligence 
electronics, tourism, biotech-
nology and food processing.

Personnel will also be re-
quired for new S-curve in-
dustries in other EEC prov-
inces, namely Chanthaburi, 
Sa Kaew and Trat along the 
border with Cambodia, as 
well as Prachinburi and Na-
khon Nayok, he said. The 
industries targeted here are 

automobiles, smart electron-
ics, tourism, food processing, 
industrial robotics, aviation, 
logistics and digital business.

He added that there are al-
ready 370 teaching personnel 
in place to help with this task.

Apart from eyeing the devel-
opment of a new workforce for 
the EEC area, he said, OVEC 
is also developing vocational 
institutes so they can upgrade 
to centres for specialised 
technical education in both 
targeted industry groups and 
advanced industries.

There are currently 92 voca-
tional institutes with neces-
sary faculties such as aircraft 
mechanics, rail systems, petro-
chemicals, power generation, 
commercial marine shipping, 
smart farming, mechatronics, 
robotics, digital technology, 
modern automotive and avia-
tion business, he said.

He added that OVEC has 
submitted a budget request 

of 1.132 billion baht ($35.75 
million) for building both a 
workforce and teaching staff.

Narong said: “Though this 
project only requires 1.1 billion 
baht, we can develop existing 
teachers and boost the teach-
ing force to 2,490 people.

“Increasing the number of 
people who complete their 
studies in vocational college 
or pick up a bachelor’s degree 
by 65,570, including 20,750 
students in these fields, will 
make them an important re-
source for the country.”

Apart from building a high-
ly-skilled workforce for indus-
try, he said, OVEC also aims 
to open schools to teach Eng-
lish and Mandarin languages 
to 700,000 students, as well 
as a job-seeking institute for 
vocational students. THE NATION 

(THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Thailand planning for 
highly skilled workers 
for EEC in five years

R’kiri-M’kiri 35kV low-voltage 
subtransmission goes online
Hin Pisei

A 
lOW-VOlTAGE sub-
transmission line 
with a 35kV capac-
ity from Ratanakkiri 

province south to Mondulkiri 
province went online on Fri-
day as State-run energy util-
ity Electricite du Cambodge 
(EdC) ramps up efforts to 
electrify the Kingdom’s north-
east corridor.

Victor jona, the director-
general of the Ministry of 
Mines and Energy’s General 
Department of Energy, told 
The Post this on Sunday.

Subtransmission systems 
generally operate at lower 
voltages than their main-
transmission counterparts. 
Installation is more affordable 
and is typically reserved for 
smaller substations in urban 
outskirts and rural areas where 
electricity demand is lower.

jona added that another 
EdC team is preparing an ad-
ditional 230kV high-voltage 
transmission line from Kratie 
province east to Mondulkiri, 
which is set to be completed 
by the end of the third quarter 
or beginning of the fourth.

“After connecting the 35kV 
subtransmission line, we 
will connect a large strategic 
cable with a voltage of 230kV 
from Kratie to Mondulkiri.

“The high-voltage transmis-
sion line will be a significant 
driver of regional economic 
growth, will reinforce the at-
tractiveness of the tourism, 
industrial and processing 
sector, and will ensure the 

long-term sustainability of 
the power supply,” jona said.

The 230kV high-voltage dis-
tribution network is on loan 
from China, he said, adding that 
the lower Sesan II hydropower 
dam in Stung Treng province 
and the Don Sahong dam in 
laos’ Champasak province are 
the main sources of electricity 
connected to the national grid 
and for use in the region.

Champasak borders Stung 
Treng and Preah Vihear prov-
inces.

The $781 million lower Ses-
an II is located near the con-
fluence of the Sesan and Sre-
pok rivers in Sesan district’s 
Phluk commune in Stung 

Treng province and was in-
augurated by Prime Minister 
Hun Sen in September 2017.

jona said: “Transmission of 
electricity through national 
[high voltage] transmission 
lines is a highly secure and 
safe source of electric supply.”

He said the national grid 
now covers nearly 100 per 
cent of the Kingdom.

EdC managing director Keo 
Rottanak told online media 
outlet Fresh News on Satur-
day that the 150km-long 35kV 
subtransmission line was a 
victory for the Kingdom.

He said: “Mondulkiri prov-
ince’s electricity supply is 
mainly sourced from Viet-

nam, along with small hydro-
power sources in the province 
with the aid of the japanese 
government.”

jona previously said elec-
tricity demand is growing at 
an average of 16-18 per cent 
annually, although it soared 25 
per cent last year from 2018.

Cambodia can currently 
generate about 70 to 80 per 
cent of total domestic elec-
tricity consumption, he said.

The Kingdom increased 
its electricity supply to 
2,870.65MW last year, up 
from 2,650.26MW in 2018, the 
Electricity Authority of Cam-
bodia (EAC) said in its 2019 
annual report.

The Kingdom increased its electricity supply to 2,870.65MW last year, up from 2,650.26MW in 2018. 
HENG CHIVOAN

Footwear investments still kicking
Hin Pisei

INVESTMENT in Cambodia’s 
footwear manufacturing 
industry is still kicking as the 
Covid-19 pandemic runs ram-
pant around the globe.

The Council for the Develop-
ment of Cambodia (CDC) issued 
a final certificate of registration 
for Mann long Shoes Co ltd’s 
$10.3 million footwear factory 
in Kampong Cham province.

located along National Road 
6 in Phdav Chum commune’s 
Chheu Teal village in Cheung 
Prey district, the project is 
expected to provide 3,379 jobs, 
the CDC said in a statement on 
Thursday.

Cambodia Chamber of Com-
merce vice-president lim 
Heng told The Post on Sunday 
that the Kingdom offers the 
potential for high investment 
returns on footwear plants, 
notwithstanding the Eu’s pos-
sible withdrawal of tariff pref-
erences on its exports to the 
European market.

The European Commission 
(EC) in February announced the 
partial withdrawal of the Every-
thing But Arms (EBA) scheme, 
citing a serious and systematic 
violation by Cambodia of prin-
ciples in the four core human 
and labour rights.

The suspension affects one-
fifth or €1 billion ($1.14 billion) 

of Cambodia’s annual exports 
to the Eu’s 27-nation bloc.

The decision would take 
effect on August 12, unless the 
Parliament objects. The partial 
withdrawal would affect 
selected garment and footwear 
products, and all travel goods 
and sugar, the EC said.

Heng said that with its strong 
trade relations with many 
countries, the Kingdom will 
easily secure other markets for 
its footwear products.

“I don’t think there’ll be any 
obstacles for the Cambodian 
footwear products market. 
Down the line, Cambodia’s 

market will balloon even fur-
ther, especially with Eurasia, 
as well as China and South 
Korea once free trade agree-
ments with them come into 
effect,” he said.

He noted that investors 
weigh their options at great 
length before embarking on a 
new venture.

CDC secretary-general Sok 
Chenda Sophea said in Febru-
ary that the number of applica-
tions filed to the CDC has not 
declined despite the Covid-19 
threat and the fact that Cam-
bodia could lose 20 per cent of 
its preferential trade with 

Europe beginning in August.
He said Cambodia remains a 

very attractive destination for 
foreign investment. “While 
some projects have been sus-
pended or cancelled, new inves-
tors have come in,” he said.

In just the first week of this 
month, the Council for the 
Development of Cambodia 
(CDC) approved three new 
investment projects worth more 
than $14.4 million. They are 
expected to generate 625 jobs.

Phoenix Artist Materials 
(Cambodia) Co ltd’s $7.3 mil-
lion picture frame and paint 
factory is expected to offer 230 
jobs, while Smart Silver Star Co 
ltd’s $5.1 million light bulb 
and lamp parts manufacturing 
plant will provide 180 jobs, 
said the CDC.

Both are located in the Man-
hattan (Svay Rieng) Special 
Economic Zone in Bavet town’s 
Bavet commune, in Svay Rieng 
province.

Chang Zhou Hua Mei Da 
Textiles (Cambodia) Co ltd’s 
$2 million textile and facemask 
manufacturing plant is located 
in Sihanoukville Special Eco-
nomic Zone (SSEZ) – the King-
dom’s largest industrial park 
– in Bit Traing commune’s Pou 
Thoeung village in the prov-
ince’s Prey Nop district.

The CDC expects the facility 
to create 215 new jobs.

The EU said the partial withdrawal of its Everything But Arms (EBA) 
scheme would affect selected garment and footwear products, and all 
travel goods and sugar. pOST STAFF

we can develop existing 
teachers and boost the 

teaching force to 2,490 people
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Countries around the world 
are slowly lifting Covid-19 lock-
downs and cautiously reopen-
ing their economies to varying 
degrees in a bid to contain the 
fallout of the pandemic.

Aiming for a gradual return 
to normal life and a rebound 
in economic activity, the Cam-
bodian government recently is-
sued a proclamation allowing 
the reopening of shops, restau-
rants, schools and casinos, re-
quiring businesses to maintain 
high hygiene and safety stan-
dards for their customers.

Royal Academy of Cambodia 
economics researcher Hong 
Vanak sat down with The Post’s 
May Kunmakara to talk about 
the financial repercussions of 
Covid-19 and the economic 
recovery game plan laid out by 
the government in response.

What will current govern-
ment measures do to help in 
economic recovery and social 
protections?

The government has spent 
some $25 million monthly to 
help poor households – this 
is just a short-term bailout 
to deal with the Covid-19 
epidemic and there may be a 
further injection of capital if 
it pushes more families closer 
to and below the poverty line.

But taking a quick glance at 

its long-term economic diver-
sification strategy for beyond 
the crisis, the government has 
nearly completed a free trade 
agreement with China, the re-
gion’s largest economy.

It is also negotiating a simi-
lar deal with South Korea and 
is studying the possibility of 
establishing one with India 
as well.

How will reopening the coun-
try sooner, rather than later, 

help ease the strain on the 
economy?

Though the Covid-19 situ-
ation does not seem to have 
abated much, it is paramount 
that countries around the 
world remove the measures 
that increased economic 
risks.

Of note is the uS and Europe, 
where the unemployment rate 
is fairly high. The uS’ job cre-
ation did little to remedy the 
losses, especially in the small 

and medium-sized enterprise 
(SME) sector.

Whether the predicament 
posed by the disease is ta-
pering or not, I figure that 
all countries will eventually 
pursue reopening policies. 
But we must all learn to live 
within the “new normal” of 
infection prevention.

National reopening is a 
critical gateway to economic 
restoration. Here in Cambo-
dia, many economic activi-

ties are gradually starting to 
pick back up, such as hotels, 
restaurants, shops, markets 
and schools. 

Reopening the economy is 
the starting point, and is key 
in keeping it afloat. The debt 
crisis will only ratchet higher 
if we do not do so within the 
coming three to six months.

just reopening will not alle-
viate the mounting debt bur-
den among our people who 
remain indebted to the bank-
ing and microfinance sector 
as they cannot earn income, 
with some asking for loan re-
structuring.

What is your take on the steps 
the government has taken to 
shore up the SME sector?

The government has set up 
an SME-focused bank, which 
is a first for Cambodia. These 
have existed for a long time 
in developed countries in the 
region and around the world 
to help promote their SMEs

In developed countries, the 
SME sector is a pivotal engine 
of the national economy that 
churns out jobs, generates 
substantial tax revenue and 
helps curb capital outflow. 
For instance, the japanese 
and South Koreans all con-
sume their own products.

It is the choice of the con-
sumer whether to consume 
imported products or not.

Thus the increased consid-
eration in reinforcing the lo-
cal SME sector bodes well for 
our economic resilience.

How effective have the gov-
ernment’s economic restora-
tion plans been?

I think that the policies the 
government has put in place are 
quite respectable and have re-
sulted in a moderate response.

Though the State’s perfor-
mance falls short of the level 
of developed countries, I 
stand firm in my belief that 
the government’s approach 
was a huge step, which has 
made history.

We’ve never had institu-
tions such as the Small and 
Medium Enterprise Bank of 
Cambodia or the Agricultural 
and Rural Development Bank 
of Cambodia here before.

What will global economic re-
covery look like compared to 
the 2008-2009 Financial Crisis?

Of course, the 2020 health 
crisis far surpasses the 2008-
2009 Financial Crisis and oth-
er crises in recent memory. 
Containing the Covid-19 dis-
ease soon would lead to the 
global economic situation 
making the speediest recov-
ery from crisis on record.

Everything is springing 
back into action and cash is 
flowing anew, unlike the stag-
nation seen during the peak 
of the financial crisis.

Many countries are open-
ing up, and a vaccine against 
Covid-19 would further accel-
erate the recovery.

This interview has been edited 
for length and clarity.

long-term policy vital to reopen economy

Royal Academy of Cambodia economics researcher Hong Vanak says the government’s approach was a huge 
step, which has made history. SUPPLIED
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Viettel ‘must lead’ VN telecom market
VIETTEl Group is a strong 
brand name and it needs to 
continue to maintain its lead-
ing position in Vietnam’s tele-
communication industry and 
high ranking in the Southeast 
Asian region as well as Asia.

National Assembly (NA) 
chairwoman Nguyen Thi Kim 
Ngan made the statement 
during a visit to Viettel on 
Thursday.

Recognising and appre-
ciating the achievements 
of Viettel, she emphasised 
that these results have con-
firmed the important role of 
State-owned enterprises in 
the socialist-oriented market 
economy in Vietnam.

Viettel is a Vietnamese 
brand known not only in the 
country but also around the 
world. As an economic spear-
head, Viettel has been con-
tributing to the nation.

Viettel operates in Cambo-
dia through its subsidiary Viet-
tel (Cambodia) Pte ltd under 
the brand name Metfone.

Ngan said: “Viettel needs 
to continue focusing on re-
search and production activi-
ties and become the centre of 
the hi-tech defence industry 
complex, laying the founda-
tion for our country to be able 
to own high-tech equipment 
and weapons.”

The chairwoman said Viettel 
should strengthen its pioneer-
ing role in creating digital life 
and digital society in Vietnam. 
This is both a requirement and 
the responsibility of the cor-
poration in the role of a tech-
nology-leading enterprise.

Viettel has built a digital 
infrastructure and important 
solutions for the government, 
the NA, ministries and sec-
tors in many important socio-
economic fields.

Ngan added: “Viettel needs 
to continue promoting its 
pioneering role in creating 
digital life and digital society 
in Vietnam, building Vietnam 
with a digital economy and 
managing the country with 
digital technology.”

After 30 years of develop-
ment, Viettel has continu-
ously grown and become one 
of the economic spearheads, 
combining defence-security 
tasks with socio-economic 
development, as well as cre-
ating jobs. It has been an in-
novative and effective State-
owned enterprise.

last year, the group’s rev-

enue reached 251.5 trillion 
dong ($10.8 billion), increas-
ing 4,700-fold from 2000. It 
posted pre-tax profit of 39.4 
trillion dong, a 27,000-fold 
jump from 2000. Viettel con-
tributed 38 trillion dong to 
the State budget last year.

In its five-year period of 
2015-2020, Viettel achieved 
revenue of 1.23 quadrillion 
dong and profit of 200 tril-
lion, contributing 195 trillion 
to the State budget.

Viettel has been the most 
valuable brand in Vietnam 
and also the leading position 
in Southeast Asia and ninth 
in Asia. It took the 28th po-
sition out of the world’s 150 
most valuable telecoms with 
a brand value of $5.8 billion.

When joining the telecom-
munication market, Viettel 
created opportunities for 

everyone to have a mobile 
phone. It created an explosion 
of broadband internet thanks 
to 4G coverage of up to 97 per 
cent of the population.

Viettel has become the larg-
est network operator in Viet-
nam with 65 million mobile 
subscribers, accounting for 54 
per cent market share and 5.8 
million optical cable internet 
subscribers, accounting for 
41.5 per cent of market share.

It has a super wide band net-
work with 360,000km of fibre 
optic cable to most districts 
and communes; 120,000 base-
transceiver stations (BTSs); 
five storage centres following 
international standards, lead-
ing the data centre market.

Viettel’s overseas invest-
ment has also prospered after 
14 years. It takes the lead in 
some foreign markets such as 
Cambodia, laos, Timor, Bu-
rundi, Mozambique and sec-
ond position in Haiti.

According to the evaluation 
of the Global System for Mo-
bile Communications Associ-
ation (GSMA), Viettel is in the 
Top 20 largest telecom com-
panies having overseas invest-
ment in the world in terms of 
subscribers with more than 50 
million customers.

Viettel has researched, pro-
duced and mastered telecom 
infrastructure, helping ensure 
information safety and secu-
rity for Viettel and the nation’s 
network. From last year, Viet-
tel has focused resources to 
research and develop 5G BTSs 
and 5G chip production. VIET 
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National Assembly (NA) chairwoman Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan said Viettel 
must become the centre of the hi-tech defence industry complex. VIETTEL



North Korea 
‘focused’ on 
Covid-19 cure

North Korea, which 
has yet to report a sin-
gle case of Covid-19, is 

currently conducting clinical 
trials for a novel coronavirus 
vaccine, the South’s Yonhap 
News Agency reported, citing 
the North’s State Commis-
sion of Science and technol-
ogy’s online portal Mirae.

With Pyongyang asserting 
the safety and immunogenic-
ity of the candidate vaccine 
following animal tests, 
scientists are deliberating 
beginning the clinical study’s 
third phase.

Development of the vaccine 
is led by a medical biology in-
stitute run by the Academy of 
Medical Science which pur-
portedly uses angiotensin-
converting enzyme 2 (ACE2). 
Pyongyang claims that trials 
started this month.

North Korea added that the 
State Academy of Sciences’ 
bioengineering branch has 
also undertaken research 
and vaccine development, 
Yonhap reported. Post staff

World
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MORE than 400 Indonesian 
members of Tabligh, a multi-
country Muslim missionary 
movement, have been taken to 
Indian courts over the past few 
days for violating immigration 
and quarantine policies in the 
South Asian country.

Meanwhile, Malaysia has 
brought home from India – via 
chartered flight – 62 of its citi-
zens who are members of 
Tabligh, after they were freed 
of similar charges by the Indi-
an authorities.

At least 17 of India’s 28 states 
have reported Covid-19 cases 
linked to a Tabligh religious 
gathering in New Delhi, local 
media reported.

judha Nugraha, director for 

citizens’ protection at Indone-
sia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
on Friday said 150 Indonesians 
went on trial on Tuesday, fol-
lowed by 197 on Wednesday 
and 89 on Thursday.

He said the 436 Indonesians, 
who were stranded in India 
after attending an Islamic gath-
ering, were accused of violating 
their visas as well as the Epi-
demic Disease Act and, there-
fore, contributing to the spread 
of the novel coronavirus.

During the court hearing, most 
of the defendants admitted to 
the violations but said they had 
not intended to break the law.

The judge has yet to hand 

down a sentence, but accord-
ing to previous cases in which 
Tabligh members from other 
countries were found guilty, the 
fines ranged from 5,000 rupees 
to 10,000 rupees ($67 to $134).

judha said the Indonesian 
government had provided 
legal assistance to the accused 
individuals, including helping 
them be temporarily released 
on bail so that they can be 
housed in better shelters while 
awaiting sentencing.

Meanwhile, 96 Malaysians 
who were stranded in India, 
including the 62 Tabligh mission-
aries, arrived at Kuala lumpur 
International Airport yesterday 
morning, the Free Malaysia 
Today news site reported.

Malaysia’s Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Hishammuddin Hussein 
said the Malaysians, who were 
stranded due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, will undergo 14 days 
of mandatory quarantine at two 
designated centres.

The 62 missionaries had 
been stranded since March 
and were detained by the Indi-
an authorities for abusing their 
social visas to carry out reli-
gious activities.

Hishammuddin said in a 
statement: “However, a large 
number have gone through 
the legal process and have 
been freed of the charges.” tHE 
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Eu looks toward recovery 
as global virus deaths spike 
E

u lEADERS were due 
to meet for a third day 
on Sunday to try and 
agree on a giant post-

coronavirus economic recov-
ery plan as the global death 
toll climbed to more than 
600,000, a tally showed.

The pandemic, which has 
spawned economic may-
hem worldwide, also saw 
the Group of 20 (G20) – the 
world’s most industrialised 
nations – consider extending 
debt relief for coronavirus-hit 
poor countries in the second 
half of this year.

Eu leaders in Brussels re-
mained deadlocked on Sat-
urday over the Covid-19 re-
covery plan due to resistance 
from the Netherlands and its 
“frugal” allies – Austria, Den-
mark, Finland and Sweden.

European Council president 
Charles Michel was expected 
to propose another plan to 
the 27 leaders at noon (1000 
GMT) on Sunday after his 
blueprints for a €750 billion 
($850 billion) package were 
refused by the richer north-
ern member states.

Michel’s latest proposal 
would keep the total recovery 
budget at €750 million but 
shift the balance slightly from 
grants – down from €500 mil-
lion to €450 million – to loans, 
which rise from €250 million 
to €300 million, according to 
a document seen by AFP.

Dutch Prime Minister Mark 
Rutte has insisted member 
states retain final approval 

of any funding – an effective 
veto – for recipients.

He says Eu oversight is nec-
essary to oblige countries like 
Spain and Italy to reform their 
economies to handle future 
crises better.

Michel’s latest plan in-
cludes a “super emergency 
brake” that gives any country 
a three-day window to trigger 
a review by all member states 
of another’s spending plans.

Meanwhile Barcelona, one 
of Europe’s most visited cit-
ies, effectively went back into 
lockdown on Saturday.

Spain’s Covid-19 death toll 
of 28,420 is one of Europe’s 
worst and the country has 
identified more than 150 
new virus clusters across the 
country.

The regional government 

of Catalonia urged nearly 
four million residents of met-
ropolitan Barcelona to stay 
home unless necessary, ban-
ning gatherings of over 10 
people and shutting cinemas, 
theatres and nightclubs, af-
ter the number of new cases 
tripled in a week.

The virus has now killed 
600,523 people and infected 
over 14.2 million worldwide, 
a count based on official data 
showed, as the disease contin-
ues to surge across the globe 
despite months of unprec-
edented lockdowns.

The number of deaths linked 
to Covid-19 has doubled in just 
over two months, and more 
than 100,000 new deaths have 
been registered in the three 
weeks since june 28.

The uS, the hardest-hit 

country in the pandemic, on 
Saturday added more than 
60,000 new cases, raising its 
total to 3.7 million, with al-
most 140,000 deaths.

France, where masks will be 
compulsory in indoor pub-
lic spaces from Monday, was 
closely watching coronavi-
rus clusters in neighbouring 
Spain, Prime Minister jean 
Castex said, less than a month 
after the border between the 
two countries was reopened.

When asked about pos-
sible border closures, Castex 
responded: “It is a real issue 
that we also need to discuss 
with the Spanish authorities.”

India hit one million cas-
es on Friday, the day Brazil 
topped two million – although 
the World Health Organisa-
tion said Brazil’s contagion 
has “plateaued” with the rate 
of infection stabilising after 
77,000 deaths.

World Bank president David 
Malpass on Saturday called 
for a debt suspension initia-
tive for poorer coronavirus-
hit countries to be extended 
through the end of next year, 
while multiple charities said it 
needs to be stretched through 
2022 to avert a “catastrophe 
for hundreds of millions of 
people”.

In their final statement after 
virtual talks hosted by Riyadh, 
G20 ministers and bankers 
said they would “consider a 
possible extension of the [debt 
suspension initiative] in the 
second half of 2020”. afP

China’s Xi calls for much 
stronger flood measures
CHINESE President Xi jinping 
called on Friday for much 
stronger measures in flood pre-
vention and rescue work and 
urged relevant departments to 
give priority to the safety of 
people’s lives and property.

Xi, who is also secretary-
general of the Communist 
Party of China (CPC) Central 
Committee, made his remarks 
while presiding over a meeting 
of the Standing Committee of 
the Political Bureau of the CPC 
Central Committee.

Xi stressed that flood pre-
vention and rescue work mat-
ter to the safety of people’s 
lives and property, food secu-
rity, economic security, social 
stability and State security.

As the nation will secure vic-
tory in the building of a mod-
erately prosperous society and 
shaking off absolute poverty at 
the end of this year, Xi said it 
is critically important to do a 
good job in flood prevention 
and rescue work.

Since the floods hit southern 
China in june, relevant local 

Party committees, government 
departments as well as the Peo-
ple’s liberation Army and 
armed troops have coordinated 
their efforts in flood relief and 
rescue work, and have achieved 
positive results, he said.

Xi urged authorities to shoul-
der their responsibilities for 
flood prevention and control 
work, strengthen coordination 
and synergies in anti-flood 
efforts, take more effective meas-
ures, do solid work in monitor-
ing and early warning, prepare 
well for contingency plans, 
materials and human resources 
for flood prevention and put 
them in place in advance.

Participants of the meeting 
underlined the need to inten-
sify coordination between dif-
ferent areas, leverage the 
strength of professional agen-
cies and build up synergies 
among various provinces, 
departments and military and 
civilian forces, a news release 
issued after the meeting said.

Party committees and gov-
ernments at all levels should 

take responsibility and go to 
the frontline to guide flood 
control work, it said.

The meeting also underlined 
the importance of improving 
the level of precise early warn-
ings, particularly for heavy 
rainfall, typhoons, torrential 
floods and mudslides, and 
pre-warning information 
should be released in a timely 
way to villages, households 
and individuals, it added.

While engaging in flood con-
trol and disaster relief efforts, 
it said, authorities should at 
the same time carefully plan 
reconstruction to restore pro-
duction and help people 
return to their normal lives as 
soon as possible.

Serious efforts must be made 
to assist poor, flood-affected 
residents so that they do not 
fall back into poverty because 
of a disaster, it said.

The participants also stressed 
the need to improve the coun-
try’s disaster prevention capac-
ity, strengthen weaknesses in 
key infrastructure construction 

and build up anti-disaster sys-
tems and capacity, it added.

Ever since the flood hit areas 
of southern China, the CPC 
Central Committee has pri-
oritised flood prevention and 
rescue work.

On May 19, before the floods, 
while presiding over a meeting 
of the Political Bureau of the 
CPC Central Committee, Xi 
urged relevant departments 
and local governments to 
make all-out efforts to protect 
people’s lives and property.

Since last month, continuous 

downpours have lashed large 
parts of southern China, and the 
waters of many rivers in affected 
areas have exceeded warning 
levels. Some 20.27 million resi-
dents have been affected by 
heavy floods in 24 provincial-
level regions across China.

Also this month, some 89,000 
houses have been damaged, 
and direct economic losses 
have amounted to 49.18 bil-
lion yuan ($7 billion), the Min-
istry of Emergency Manage-
ment said on Thursday. CHINa 
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Indonesians face 
India visa charges 
after Tabligh event 

EU leaders in Brussels remained deadlocked on Saturday over the 
Covid-19 recovery plan due to resistance from the Netherlands and its 
‘frugal’ allies – Austria, Denmark, Finland and Sweden. afP

Since last month, continuous downpours have lashed large parts of 
southern China, and the waters of many rivers in affected areas have 
exceeded warning levels. afP

The 436 Indonesians were 
stranded in India after 

attending an Islamic gathering
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Man jailed for 12 years in legal first for VN
I

N A legal first, a man has 
been jailed in Vietnam 
for killing another man 
14 years ago in the uK.

It is the first time a trial has 
been held in Vietnam for an 
offence committed in a for-
eign country.

le Minh Tu, 47, was sen-
tenced to 12 years in prison at 
the Hung yen provincial Peo-
ple’s Court for the killing of 
44-year-old Tran Nguyen who 
died after being badly beaten 
in November 2006.

Detective Chief Inspector 
(DCI) justin O’Keefe of Gwent 
Police said: “This was the first 
time a trial was held in Viet-
nam for a foreign offence. It’s 
taken years of work liaising with 
a range of authorities, but we 
never lost hope that we would 
see the outcome we now have.”

Hung yen provincial Peo-
ple’s Court Chief judge le Van 
Tuan told Viet Nam News: 
“Right after receiving the 
case, we have closely worked 
with relevant authorities from 
the uK, followed all appropri-
ate procedures to ensure the 
right person is prosecuted for 
the right offence.

“The case has proved the ef-
fective co-operation between 
the two countries. A repre-
sentative from the uK Em-
bassy attended the court on 
Monday, saying the uK was 
very pleased with the helpful 
co-operation from Vietnam.”

Nguyen had been brought 
to the uK in the back of a 
lorry in 2006 and was ille-
gally employed looking after 
a cannabis factory.

That factory was raided by a 
rival gang and the drugs sto-
len, and Nguyen was thought 
to have been the “inside man” 
in the robbery.

As punishment, he was tak-
en from Newport to a house in 

london where he was beaten 
and tortured.

The gang even telephoned 
his wife in Vietnam so she 
could hear him being beaten 
on the phone.

They told her she must pay 

more than one billion dong 
($50,000) or “be prepared to 
collect your husband’s corpse”.

After the attack, he was driv-
en back to Wales and dumped 
outside the Royal Gwent Hos-
pital where he later died.

In 2008, three Vietnamese na-
tionals went on trial at Cardiff 
Crown Court and were eventu-
ally convicted of manslaughter 
and jailed for a total of 23 years.

The fourth suspect, le Minh 
Tu, fled the country and was 

not arrested at the time. Police 
in the uK had information he 
was first living in Germany, 
then the Czech Republic be-
fore returning to Vietnam.

DCI O’Keefe added: “In 2007, 
the Vietnamese government 
passed a law that no Vietnam-
ese national could be extradited 
to face criminal charges which 
presented us with a problem.

“Every month for the last 
13 years I have been in com-
munication with the National 
Crime Agency, or the Home 
Office, or the British Embassy 
in Hanoi to see what we could 
do to try and progress this.”

Now, 14 years since the as-
sault, he has been captured 
by police in Vietnam, tried 
and convicted of the unlawful 
killing, he said.

DCI O’Keefe said: “This has 
been one of the most logisti-
cally challenging enquiries 
ever faced by Gwent Police. 
For a considerable time, we 
didn’t know the identity of the 
victim or the circumstances 
leading to his death.”

“Tran Nguyen’s family have 
been through a horrendous 
ordeal and have had to wait 14 
years for this verdict. I hope it 
brings some form of comfort 
or closure to them.

“It demonstrates that no mat-
ter what the offence or where in 
the world offenders may be, we 
can track them down and we 
can bring them to justice.”

In 2008, a trial was held in the 
uK that, at the time, was one of 
the most expensive ever con-
ducted in Welsh legal history. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Philippine gov’t nurses get pay hike 18 years overdue
IT TOOK nearly two decades before 
nurses working in the Philippines’ 
public hospitals and government 
agencies got the pay hike that a law 
had provided, and it came amid the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Secretary of Budget and Manage-
ment Wendel Avisado on Friday 
issued Budget Circular No 2020-4, 
which finally implemented Section 
32 of Republic Act No 9173, or the 
Philippine Nursing Act of 2002, which 
gave nurses a minimum monthly 
base pay of Salary Grade (SG) 15 
amounting to between 32,053 and 
34,801 pesos ($649 and $705) in state-
run health institutions.

Prior to this circular, entry-level 
government nurses were paid SG 11 
rates, or 22,316-24,391 pesos per 
month, depending on the salary step, 
under the Salary Standardisation law 
(SSl) 5 which raised the pay of civil-
ian government personnel from 
january 1 this year.

Budget assistant secretary Rolando 
Toledo said 6,627 currently in nurse 
1 positions in different government 
agencies will benefit from the salary 
upgrade.

Camille Ayap, 30, who started work-
ing as a contractual nurse at a public 
hospital in Nueva Ecija province in 
january last year, expected to be 
among them.

She told Philippine Daily Inquirer: 
“I’m really happy and thankful. It’s 
not bad, considering that the govern-
ment’s budget is also limited, and we 
have this unprecedented Covid-19 
pandemic happening.”

The bigger pay “will really help me 
and my family”, the mother to a 
9-year-old daughter said.

Ayap took and passed the nursing 
board examination only last year, 10 
years after graduation as she had to 
take care of her growing child.

Her “job order” position paid a mea-
sly 505 pesos per day, or 11,000 pesos 
a month, and she didn’t have benefits 
like those enjoyed by tenured nurses.

The plight of overworked and under-
paid nurses in the Philippines is again 
in the spotlight as the Covid-19 pan-
demic sweeps across the country.

Among the first casualties of the 
new coronavirus disease were health 
workers, many of them nurses.

In Cebu City, where a surge in Cov-
id-19 cases was reported last month, 
many overworked and demoralised 
nurses complained of lack of govern-
ment and private sector support and 
threatened to leave their jobs.

In Manila, the local chapter of Filipino 
Nurses united at the government-run 
San lazaro Hospital last week reported 
that medical front-liners, including 
nurses, were suffering from “physical, 
emotional and mental” stress.

It said 40 of San lazaro’s personnel 
had tested positive for the coronavirus.

The nurses cited the shortage of per-
sonal protective equipment (PPE) and 
complained of being instructed to 
reuse PPEs even after 12-hour shifts 
and for not being given sufficient sup-
port in terms of transportation, accom-
modation and stress debriefing.

The hospital management acknowl-
edged the 40 infections and said the 
complaints had all been addressed.

Avisado said the Department of 
Budget of Management (DBM) circu-
lar “shall take effect immediately” 
and those in nurse 1 positions will 
now start to get SG 15 salaries.

The upgrading of the pay grade was 
“effective not earlier than january 1, 
2020”, according to the circular.

Avisado and other DBM officials 
did not immediately reply when 
asked whether the nurses could get 
back pay.

A study by the Philippine Nurses 
Association (PNA) in 2017 showed 
that there were 31,396 nurses in 800 

public hospitals that year. In addi-
tion, 23,547 worked at various com-
munity health centres and another 
35,365 were employed in 1,172 pri-
vate hospitals, the PNA said.

On june 17, Ang Nars party list, which 
had petitioned for the implementation 
of Section 32 of RA 9173, said in a state-
ment that the Supreme Court released 
the finality of judgment of its ruling last 

year upholding its validity.
Then Senior Associate justice Anto-

nio Carpio, who authored the ruling, 
said Section 32 of RA 9173 was valid, 
but it did not grant Ang Nars’ petition 
to order its implementation because 
enforcing the minimum salary “would 
require a law passed by Congress pro-
viding the necessary funds for it”. PHIL-

IPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Le Minh Tu, 47, was sentenced to 12 years in prison at the Hung Yen provincial People’s Court for a murder in the UK. GWENT POLIcE/VIET NAM NEWS

Overworked nurses in the Philippines will finally see a long-awaited bump in salary. PHILIPPINE  DAILY INQUIRER
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Flights from Thailand not 
banned, airlines’ decision 
free from gov’t interference
I AM WRITING to you regarding a letter 
to the Editor from Kristen Rasmussen 
that was published in The Post on july 
16 under the heading “Many residents 
of Cambodia stranded in Thailand amid 
Covid-19 need help”. 

As we have carefully read what 
Rasmussen tried to communicate, 
we found a sense of insecurity and 
frustration that she and other stranded 
foreigners in Thailand might have 
trying to return to their home coun-
tries. However, there are some points 
that we feel the need to clarify so that 
The Post readers would have a better 
understanding of the situation and in 
order to avoid misleading information.

1.  We are all in the same difficult 

situation. The measures that the Thai 
government put in place to curb the 
spread of Covid-19, including the 
border shutdown and restrictions on 
international travellers, are meant 
for the wellbeing of people who are 
residing in Thailand, both Thais and 
foreigners. Public health officials, 
village health volunteers, and people 
from all walks of life have been 
working extremely hard to help in 
this fight. The measures have proved 
to be relatively efficient, enabling 
Thailand to enter phase 5 of the 
relaxation of measures on july 1. The 
success of our attempts is based on 
a whole-of-society approach and the 
Thai government has never ignored 
the plight of either residents or non-
residents in Thailand who have been 
affected by these measures.

2.   Temporary stay for stranded for-
eigners in Thailand. Further measures, 

or relaxation of measures, will depend 
on the situation we encounter. The 
relevant Thai authorities continue to 
carefully review the impacts and ne-
cessities of existing measures regularly 
while trying to strike a balance be-
tween protecting people’s health and 
minimising the adverse effect on them, 
of which foreigners who might find 
themselves stranded in Thailand after 
the border shutdown are included.

3.  Return to Cambodia by a direct 
flight from Thailand. Currently, 
chartered flights and outbound com-
mercial flights are not prohibited. It 
is indeed up to the airlines to decide 
whether to operate given the demand 
of travellers between Thailand and 
Cambodia in the midst of the strin-
gent immigration measures imple-
mented by both countries to stem the 
spread of Covid-19. The Thai authori-
ties cannot interfere in this business 

decision of the airlines.
We wish to extend our best wishes 

to Rasmussen and would like to let 
her know that we understand her 
situation as well as that of other 
foreigners stranded in Thailand. But 
by bringing the issue to the atten-
tion of the media without having a 
full understanding of the big picture 
is not helpful and misleading. The 
Thai embassy in Phnom Penh can be 
contacted and is willing to provide 
information as well as find practical 
solutions to the issue as best as we 
can. As indicated above, we are all 
affected by Covid-19. May I therefore 
encourage all of us to stay strong and 
pull through this together. It is only 
with patience and wisdom that will 
lead us to win this fight in the end.

Pichit Boonsud
Thai embassy in Phnom Penh

letter to the editor

Send letters to: newsroom@phnompenhpost.com or PO Box 146, Phnom Penh, Cambodia. The Post reserves the right to edit letters to a shorter length.
The views expressed above are solely the author’s and do not reflect any positions taken by The Phnom Penh Post.

T
RADE protectionism 
and geopolitical ten-
sions, as the Interna-
tional Monetary 

Fund warned in a report it 
released on Wednesday, may 
jeopardise the global recov-
ery.

Facing such complicated 
and precarious international 
environment, China must be 
forward-looking and make as 
thorough preparations as 
possible for all foreseeable 
eventualities.

So while continuing to 
implement policies to pro-
mote employment, produc-
tion and consumption, poli-
cymakers should avoid 
overusing monetary and fis-
cal policies so they leave 
themselves some policy 
room if needed.

With this in mind, some 
financial officials have hinted 
that the authorities could 
withdraw the unusual mone-
tary stimulus adopted in the 
first half of the year. Although 
the strong second quarter 
performance would have not 
been possible without the 
timely and accommodative 
monetary and fiscal policies 
adopted by the central 
authorities, a flexible policy 

stance would put China in a 
better position to handle any 
contingencies in the coming 
months regardless of how the 
domestic and international 
economic situation evolves.

China registered 3.2 per 
cent year-on-year growth in 
the second quarter of the 
year, versus a 6.8 per cent 
contraction in the first quar-

ter, indicating the world’s 
second-largest economy has 
a solid base for further 
expansion in the second half 
of the year.

In the first two quarters 
combined, China’s GDP con-
tracted by 1.6 per cent on a 
yearly basis, according to 
data released by the National 
Bureau of Statistics on Thurs-

day. This impressive second-
quarter performance beat 
general market expectations 
and showed that the Chinese 
economy is on a steady 
recovery track of having got 
an initial grip on the spread 
of the novel coronavirus in 
the country.

As the effect of those poli-
cies continue to unfold, they 

will help support China’s 
economic activities in the 
second half of the year.

But with the Covid-19 pan-
demic running wild in other 
parts of the world, global 
economic and trade activities 
in the second quarter will 
remain subdued, which will 
adversely affect Chinese 
exports and foreign invest-
ment in the country. None-
theless, confidence in China’s 
prospects remains high.

Responding to a letter he 
received from representa-
tives of the Global CEO 
Council, Chinese President 
Xi jinping said that he 
appreciated the firm confi-
dence they expressed in 
China’s development and 
their commitment to stay-
ing rooted in China. He 
thanked them for their con-
structive suggestions on 
China’s economic develop-
ment, and pledged that Chi-
na will keep deepening 
reform and expanding 
opening-up.

Telling them that they had 
made the right choice to stay 
in China, he stressed that the 
country will improve the 
business environment for 
Chinese and foreign enter-
prises and foster new oppor-
tunities and create new pros-
pects for them. china daily/asia 

news network

Opinion
Editorial

Confidence in Chinese economy 

The skyline of Shanghai’s Lujiazui financial district. China registered 3.2 per cent year-on-year growth in the 
second quarter of the year, versus a 6.8 per cent contraction in the first quarter. afp
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Art & culture
Short film to 
shine light on 
struggles of 
indigenous
Kheng Sokkunthea

A
FTER living near 
and learning about 
indigenous commu-
nities in northern 

Cambodia, filmmaker ly Polen 
became so enamoured and in-
spired by them that he wrote 
a film script describing their 
struggle.

In May, his latest film script, 
entitled Further and Further 
Away, won a Southeast Asian 
Short Film Grant worth about 
$5,000 at the Singapore Inter-
national Film Festival.

Every year, the grant pro-
gramme selects the two short 
film scripts with the most com-
pelling stories. Father’s Farther 
from Vietnam was also chosen 
this year. Film projects from 
Thailand, the Philippines, Ma-
laysia, Indonesia and Singa-
pore were considered. 

Further and Further Away 
is about a young indigenous 
couple preparing to seek better 
fortunes in the city after their 
rural home is chosen as the site 
for a development project.

Polen started writing the 
story in 2017 after living near 
an indigenous community in 
northern Cambodia.

“I can say that it was nature 
that inspired me to write this 
story. I have seen our young 
generation drift further and 
further away from nature.

“Our society is becoming 
more materialistic. There is 
nothing wrong about material-
ism, but at a certain point, we 
have to know the limit of our 
needs and take responsibility 
in preserving nature. Without 
nature, the entire Earth can’t 
survive, Polen says.

The film, which will be shot in 
the Bunong language and last 
about 30 minutes, is scheduled 
to start production this year. 

Polen admitted that this 
kind of film can earn him rec-
ognition but not wealth. But 
the medical student-turned-
filmmaker chooses to follow 
his dream and passion for 
bringing people’s real-life sto-
ries to the screen.

“In 2012, I quit my medical 
schooling and ventured into a 
journey of filmmaking through 
self-teaching. I am now an in-
dependent filmmaker.

“Since the beginning when I 
started making films, I started 
watching more independent 
films, especially European 
ones. I explored new places 
and listened to people’s real 
life stories. I learned a lot 
from watching films and ob-
serving people,” he says. 

During the past eight years, 
Polen has made about seven 

short films and several short 
documentaries. They have won 
awards at international film 
festivals and in Cambodia. 

But the filmmaker is facing 
a shortage of funds. unlike 
commercial filmmakers, in-
dependent filmmakers find it 
harder to generate money. 

In 2015, his film Colourful 
Knots won first place at Trop-
fest SEA in Malaysia. In 2017, 
Red Ink took home the first 
prize at the Cambodian Na-
tional Short Film Festival.

Colourful Knots was shared 
widely on social media after it 
won the award. 

It’s about the last mean-
ingful moments of a little 
girl who has cancer. She en-
counters a pure and beautiful 
friendship with two kids who 
sell jasmines on the streets. 

The film is meant to reveal 
the real meaning of life. Even 
though a person may die to-
morrow, today we can still 
make our lives memorable.

His second film, IVA, tells 
the story of a little girl who 
saves her beloved dog in dan-
ger. Polen was still an amateur 
filmmaker when he shot it. 

“I was not knowledgeable at 
all about filmmaking during 
that time. I made it out of pas-
sion. The film still makes me 
feel very nostalgic, to think 
back at that time of my in-
nocence in filmmaking. But, 
I could feel that it was such a 
pure and exciting experience. 

“Also, the film dealt with 
the story of animal abuse. 
And since I was little, I saw 
so many cases where people 
killed pets, such as dogs, to 
eat. It’s a heartbreaking story, 
for me,” Polen says.

He says independent films 
often deal with more sensitive 
topics than commercial films.

“I like to shoot independent 
films as I believe they bring 
audiences closer to the beauty 
of reality, especially when they 
expose social issues, he says.

“Independent films often 
highlight small issues and 
small voices we rarely hear 
in mainstream media plat-
forms. And I believe that we, 
the people, should open our 
mind to listen to those voices 
to understand and see better 
the society that we live in.”

Commercial films are also 
important for the local film 
industry, as they bring in 
money, he says. 

Polen believes that in film-
making as well as in society, 
there needs to be a balance 
between commercial and in-
dependent endeavours. 

He plans on making his first 
feature film in two or three 

years. Polen says he is filled 
with peace and happiness as 
he continues his filmmaking 
journey, even though he’s not 
making much money. 

“My success is not about 
making a lot of money because 
I think that films are an art form 

which can change and inspire 
people. It’s not just about mak-
ing money. A powerful film can 
change someone’s thoughts and 
behaviour and it can change 
society too,” Polen says.

Through films, the self-
taught filmmaker can tell Cam-

bodian stories to the world.
“Cambodia lacked a film 

school during my time, but 
somehow I never regret not 
being able to go to film school. 
I believe that filmmaking is a 
form of art which mostly re-
quires experience, creativity 

and observation.
“For me, being successful 

is about being content and 
happy by doing what we love. 
When we do what we love, we 
feel so satisfied, even when 
we have to face obstacles or 
challenges.”

A still from Further and Further Away, which will be shot in the Bunong language. supplied

Ly Polen accepting an award from Minister of Culture and Fine Arts Phoeurng Sackona. supplied

Polen accepting an award at an international film festival. supplied
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Knai Bang Chatt Boutique Resort and the National Council for Sustainable Development hosted a 
three-day “Circular Economy Strategy” workshop earlier this month. The event promoted recycling as 
part of their efforts to better manage waste in the tourism haven of Kep. The workshop was held with the 
support of the United Nations Development Programme and the Swedish Embassy in Cambodia. 

The Maybank Foundation presented 150 face masks handwoven in the Kingdom to the Asean 
secretariat in a symbolic gesture in Jakarta last Monday. The foundation, the corporate responsibility  
arm of Malaysia-based banking conglomerate Maybank Group, delivered the consignment to Asean 
secretary-general HE Lim Jock Hoi. The 150 masks are to be distributed to the 10 permanent representatives 
of the regional bloc in the Indonesian capital. Part of the financial institution’s drive towards combating 
the Covid-19 outbreak, 250 Cambodian women in the Maybank Women Eco-Weavers programme have 
made 111,111 of the cotton and silk face masks.

Knai Bang Chatt promotes recycling

Handwoven Cambodian masks reach Asean secretariat 
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 Sovannaphum Life Assurance Plc last Thursday issued its first credit life policy under the “SME 
Co-Financing Scheme 2020”. Initiated by the government, the scheme is also supported by the newly 
established Small and Medium Enterprise Bank of Cambodia (SME), Canadia Bank Plc and several 
other financial institutions.  

Malaysian entrepreneur Robin Tay launched his Big Koffee Tree (BKT) outlet offering a uniquely 
blended aromatic coffee in the capital last Tuesday. Some 20 invited guests – including Malaysian 
Ambassador to Cambodia Eldeen Husaini Mohd Hashim – accompanied by diplomats from the 
embassy attended the soft launch. 

Sovannaphum’s first policy under SME co-financing   

Soft launch of Big Koffee Tree  
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Lifestyle

Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Word before “a prayer” or “a 

clue”
  6 Tug-of-war need
 10 ___ up (energizes)
 14 Inappropriate looker
 15 “Urn” homonym
 16 What gives irises their color
 17 Go from C’s to B’s, e.g.
 20 Arm decoration
 21 Absolute power
 22 NASA’s domain
 25 Flower that blooms in the fall
 26 Dashing style
 30 Ewe’s offspring
 32 Stuffed Italian morsels
 35 Awkward state
 41 Proceed, say
 43 Ruby’s victim
 44 Lip woe
 45 “Buzz off!”
 47 One enjoying the sights
 48 “Ristorante” course
 53 Little bird of prey
 56 Balticrepublic
 58 Rasta’s music
 63 Revealing too much beforehand
 66 Sea eagle

 67 Ta-ta in Turin
 68 Morning waker-upper
 69 “This ___ on me!”
 70 Weigh by lifting
 71 Dined at home
DOWN
  1 Ball thrower?
  2 Ottoman official
  3 Place for a quarter
  4 Politico Gingrich
  5 Groups of three
  6 Exerciser’s unit
  7 Rower’s necessity
  8 President ___ (acting head)
  9 Green feeling?
 10 Some big cats
 11 Big to-do
 12 Ziti alternative
 13 Attendant of Bacchus
 18 Bucket go-with
 19 Important historic period
 23 Reached ground
 24 Dependable money-maker
 26 “Cogito, ___ sum”
 27 Vientiane locale
 28 Confess openly
 29 One of a noted nautical 

threesome
 31 Elaborate inlaid work
 33 Parent of 53-Across
 34 Oft-flipped items?
 36 Rod and Todd’s animated dad
 37 In ___ (existing)
 38 Nautical greeting
 39 Not gracious, as a loser
 40 Nightstand water vessel
 42 Hammer or hacksaw, e.g.
 46 Submarine sandwich
 48 Basil-based sauce
 49 Ghostlike
 50 Shop-’til-you-drop site
 51 Population centers
 52 What goes in nose to make 

noise?
 54 Prior, to poets
 55 Roadster maker
 57 Move stealthily
 59 Mountain pass in India
 60 Way in or out
 61 “Nay!” sayer
 62 First garden
 64 Nincompoop
 65 “Wayne’s World” zinger

“NICE DEMONSTRATION” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution

Former mall manager Anna Bergstrom stands in front of ‘ReTuna’ complex, the world’s first second-hand 
shopping center in Eskilstuna, Sweden. AFP

People work on the recycling line sorting newspapers in Eskilstuna. The city plans to capture more CO2 than 
it emits and be independent of fossil fuels by 2045. AFP

N
OT content with the 
average neighbour-
hood thrift store, a 
city in Sweden has 

opened a whole shopping 
mall dedicated to giving pre-
owned items new life.

The mall, located an hour’s 
train ride west of Stockholm in 
the city of Eskilstuna, consists 
of 13 stores and covers 5,000 
square metres, employing be-
tween 50 and 65 people.

It has been named ReTuna, 
a play on Eskilstuna, which 
began an effort to reinvent 
itself as an ecological city in 
the 1990s. 

“We are traditionally an 
industrial town, we have 
had our difficulties and we 
thought we have to find some 
things that can build confi-
dence and where we can take 
responsibility,” the city’s may-
or jimmy jansson told AFP, 
adding that city leaders were 
now trying to develop it “into 
a modern industrial town”.

ReTuna, inaugurated in 
2015, was named “the world’s 
first shopping mall designat-
ed for repaired, recycled and 
restored items” by the Guin-
ness Book of World Records 
in 2020.

Some way from the giant 
shopping malls of major cit-

ies, the complex still attracts 
some 250,000 to 300,000 visi-
tors a year, according to Anna 
Bergstrom, who was in charge 
of ReTuna until early 2020.

Spread across two floors the 
boutiques sell used tech gad-
gets, books, children’s toys 
and home goods, as well as a 
slew of other products. 

“you can basically do all 
kinds of shopping here that 
you do in regular stores: 
furniture, clothes, flowers, 
sports articles, building ma-
terials, almost everything,” 
Bergstrom said.

The mall, where a slight hint 
of the signature smell of sec-
ond-hand clothing reigns, also 
offers a one-year course in the 
design of recycled products.

‘Kopskam’
Buying second-hand has 

seen a surge in Sweden, 
where “kopskam” (buying 
shame) and “flygskam” (flight 
shame) are weighing on the 
consciences of Swedes.

Sweden is aiming to be an 
ecological leader by becom-
ing carbon neutral by 2045.

By then Eskilstuna wants 
to capture more CO2 than it 
emits and be independent of 
fossil fuels.

Equipped with a state-of-

the-art waste-sorting centre, 
the city already recycles or 
transforms most of its waste 
into energy.

But the green image has 
some blemishes. Cars fill the 
city’s streets and car parks, in-
cluding the ReTuna car park.

Although the buses in the 
city centre already run on 
biogas, “there is still a lot to 
be done to reduce carbon 
dioxide emissions,” jansson, 
the city’s social democratic 
mayor for the last 10 years, 
admitted.

Eskilstuna – home to Volvo’s 
construction equipment divi-
sion and stainless steel giant 
Outokumpu of Finland – ad-
opted a “Climate Plan 2020” 
in 2012 to become green-
house gas neutral by the end 
of the decade. 

In 2016 a list of “50 envi-
ronmental promises”, rang-
ing from the development of 
renewable energies to bicycle 
paths, was also adopted.

Earlier this year, the oppo-
sition Green party noted that 
there are “a number of goals 
that have not been met.”

Citing worries over whether 
Eskilstuna would be able to 
reach the climate goals, they 
called on the city’s leaders to 
step up their efforts. AFP

Thrift shop mall lures 
Swedish eco-shoppers 
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Zidane silences critics with la liga title
F

EW expected Zin-
edine Zidane to leave 
Real Madrid and even 
fewer expected him 

to come back as coach.
And yet almost 500 days 

later, he has won the la liga 
title, without fuss, without 
even the improvements he 
was promised.

On Thursday, in an empty 
Alfredo di Stefano Stadium 
at Real Madrid’s training 
ground, he hoisted another 
trophy, his second in la liga 
and 11th overall as coach.

Zidane currently wins a tro-
phy every 19 games on aver-
age and while three Champi-
ons league titles out of three 
was historic, this might be his 
most impressive yet.

When he was reappointed 
in March last year, Madrid 
president Florentino Perez 
said Zidane had come again to 
launch “a glorious new era”.

But standing next to him 
was Madrid’s third coach of 
the season, taking over a team 
12 points behind Barcelona, 
having just been knocked out 
and outplayed by Ajax in the 
Champions league.

Most thought it was a mis-
take, the coach that had gone 
out on the highest of highs re-
turning to a team in tatters.

Cristiano Ronaldo was gone 
and it seemed those that 
remained had lost the hun-
ger. “We will change things, 
for sure, and for the years to 
come,” Zidane said.

Change, though, would have 
to wait and then it never real-
ly came at all. Zidane saw out 
a miserable 11 games of last 
season where performances 
grew worse not better.

Anticipation of a summer 
overhaul increased as Ma-

drid’s newspapers published 
polls revelling in which 
of the world’s best players 
should arrive.

Kylian Mbappe or Neymar? 
“I would like them both,” said 
Perez.

Zidane did not want them 
all but there was one he des-
perately wanted, Manchester 
united’s Paul Pogba, who he 
was convinced could change 
everything.

yet Pogba stayed put and 
so too did Gareth Bale, who 
Zidane was assured would be 
sold. “It would be best for ev-

eryone,” he said.
Hazard did sign, for 100 mil-

lion euros ($114 million), but 
arrived overweight and then 
got injured, the opening se-
quence of his nightmare first 
year in Spain.

Instead of a sparkling new 
era, Zidane was handed more 
of the same but when the 
inevitable questions came 
about broken promises, he 
refused to stoke the fire.

“The decisions that are up to 
me are on the pitch,” he said.

The trouble was those were 
no better. Draws against Val-

ladolid and Villarreal were 
followed by humiliation in 
Paris. Defeat by Real Mallorca 
in October left Zidane on the 
brink of the sack.

“I know how this works,” 
said Zidane, with jose 
Mourinho ready, but perhaps 
that jolted the players, who 
beat Galatasaray 1-0 and be-
gan to turn the tide.

Zidane grows bolder 
Zidane escaped and grew 

bolder. Fede Valverde came 
into his midfield and proved 
the catalyst for change, the 

uruguayan bringing dyna-
mism and chaos to an all-too 
predictable midfield.

“He’s amazing,” said Kroos. 
“I love this player.”

The defence tightened too, 
conceding nine goals during a 
crucial run of 21 games unbeat-
en either side of Christmas.

Ferland Mendy proved a 
more reliable alternative to 
Marcelo at left-back while in 
goal, Thibaut Courtois blos-
somed.

“Even as someone who pre-
fers exciting, attacking foot-
ball, the defence is the most 

important thing right now,” 
Zidane said.

In attack, he trusted two 
young Brazilians, Vinicius 
junior and Rodrygo, and be-
tween them, Karim Benzema 
found arguably the best form 
of his entire career.

“My job is to transmit a 
sense of calm in the difficult 
moments,” he said. “To be 
quiet, patient and positive.”

That ability to exude con-
fidence and diffuse pressure 
appeared even more valuable 
as Barcelona descended into 
turmoil and sacked Ernesto 
Valverde, the coach that at 
least kept the team happy, 
and winning.

And when the coronavirus 
pandemic hit, Madrid’s play-
ers reacted better, coming back 
revitalised, more determined 
than ever that an 11-match 
sprint would end with a trophy. 

“After lockdown there was 
something very particular,” 
said Zidane on Wednesday. 
“I could see it in training. The 
players wanted something.”

Zidane had a bigger squad 
than Barcelona’s but his will-
ingness to rotate became key.

Tournaments have also 
been his strength and perhaps 
he rekindled that mentality. 
With no time for training, the 
message was simple: Win.

In that sense, Zidane has 
silenced the doubters, even if 
it remains to be seen whether 
he can rebuild a team or rep-
licate his success elsewhere.

But just as this Madrid were 
a mess without him, with him 
they are celebrating again.

Few expected him there but 
Zidane was right in his first 
press conference. “Change is 
for the future, The important 
thing is I’m back.”afp

NFl players say virus attitudes must change for safety
THE NFl’s players union said Fri-
day attitudes towards coronavirus 
health protocols must change for 
pre-season training camps to be 
held safely.

In a conference call with reporters, 
the NFl Players Association said the 
union had so far failed to reach agree-
ment with the National Football 
league over preparations for the 
upcoming season.

The NFl has maintained that training 
camps will open as scheduled, meaning 
that some clubs will start reporting for 
duty as early as next week.

However NFlPA president j.C. Tret-
ter said players were far from happy 
with the attitude of some coaches 
towards Covid-19 as teams prepare 
to return to camp.

“We’ve had coaches say the proto-
cols are too much to ask, coaches 
come forward saying, ‘Everyone’s 
going to get sick, so we might as well 
all get sick together,’” said Tretter. 
“Those attitudes can’t happen. There 
are consequences to getting sick.”

Tretter, a center for the Cleveland 
Browns, noted that his position 
requires him to go virtually face-to-
face with an opponent at the line of 
scrimmage before the offensive and 
defensive lines crash together.

Risk mitigation
“At this time more than any, I have 

a very dangerous job,” Tretter said. 
“This is going to be a battle of risk 

mitigation and providing opportuni-

ties for guys to make safe decisions.”
The NFlPA on Thursday spoke to 

doctors with teams located in areas 
of the uS where coronavirus cases 
are skyrocketing, including Arizona, 
Miami, Tampa Bay and jacksonville.

union executive director DeMau-
rice Smith said the physicians main-
tained that training camps could 
open safely.

“The doctors last night said, with 
a couple of reservations, that it was 
safe to open training camp,” Smith 
said.

“They provided their medical rea-
sons. The league has made the deci-
sion that they want to start training 
camp on time. The role of the union 
is to hold them accountable on how 
to make sure it’s safe.”

The NFlPA and NFl remain split 
however on the issue of testing. 

The union wants players tested 
daily; the NFl is planning to test play-
ers every other day.

“We believe daily testing is part of 
how to maximize our chances of fin-
ishing the season,” Smith said.

The union also wants the league to 
cancel all preseason games. The 
league has already slashed the 
number of preseason games in half 
to two, but players want the games 
scrapped altogether.

“To engage in two games where 
players would be flying all over the 
country and then engaging with each 
other to work, and to do that prior to 
the season, doesn’t increase the like-

lihood of starting and finishing the 
season on time,” Smith said.

The NFl reiterated on Friday that 
it expects the league to start on time 
following a virtual owners meeting.

“We will continue to implement the 

health and safety protocols devel-
oped jointly with the NFlPA, and 
based on the advice of leading med-
ical experts, including review by the 
CDC,” the league said.

“We will address additional issues 

in a cooperative way. All decisions 
will be made in an effort to put us in 
position to play a full regular season 
and postseason culminating with the 
Super Bowl which is the shared goal 
of the clubs and the players.” afp

Real Madrid coach Zinedine Zidane is hoisted in the air by his players after securing his second La Liga title. afp

NFLPA president J.C. Tretter (center) said players are far from happy with the attitudes of some coaches towards Covid-19. afp



A DRAMATIC 82nd-minute try by Sio 
Tomkinson capped a thrilling sec-
ond-half Otago Highlanders fight-
back as they snatched a 33-31 Super 
Rugby victory over the Waikato Chiefs 
in Hamilton on Sunday.

A dejected Chiefs captain Sam Cane 
said it was like “trying to hold back a 
wave” as the Highlanders, down 31-7 
early in the second half, stormed 
home with four unanswered tries.

It was the second win for the High-
landers in New Zealand’s post-coro-
navirus Super Rugby Aotearoa com-
petition.

And both have come against the 
winless Chiefs, whose coach Warren 
Gatland has now presided over five 
straight defeats.

Gatland, the celebrated British and 
Irish Lions coach who returned to 
New Zealand after steering Wales to 
the World Cup semi-finals last year, 
had also seen his Chiefs team lose to 
the Highlanders in the dying seconds 
in their opening Super Rugby 
Aotearoa match last month.

On that occasion in Dunedin, Gatland 
watched as his son Bryn slotted the 
match-winning drop goal for the High-
landers just before the final whistle.

A similar outcome in the return 
fixture Sunday did not look likely as 
the Chiefs raced into a 24-0 lead after 
20 minutes with three converted tries 
and a penalty, aided by a string of 
mistakes from the visitors. 

The Chiefs had a 24-7 cushion at 
half-time and extended the lead to 
31-7 with another try soon after the 
restart before the Highlanders clicked 
and clawed their way back.

Highlanders captain Ash Dixon said 
there were stern words at half-time to 
cut out their unforced errors.

‘Hurts to lose like that’
“In that first half we were well off 

the pace and the Chiefs came out 
really well and we couldn’t contain 
them and gave away a lot of silly pen-
alties,” he said.

“But once we got to the right end of 
the field and played a bit of ball things 
happened.”

Cane said the Chiefs had enough 
opportunities to win but let them-
selves down.

“It certainly hurts to lose one at the 
death like that. We had the win in our 
grasp and we’re pretty disappointed,” 
he said.

The opening burst from the Chiefs 
produced tries to Lachlan Boshier 
and Anton Lienert-Brown, capitalis-
ing on an ineffectual defence, while 
hooker Bradley Slater found the line 
from a lineout drive. 

Damian McKenzie landed all three 
conversions and a penalty to give the 
Chiefs a solid buffer before the High-
landers moved the scoreboard with 
a try to Marino Mikaele-Tu’u.

Slater scored his second try, again 
from a lineout drive, two minutes 
into the second half to have the 
Chiefs ahead 31-7.

But they could not hold back the 
determined Highlanders who were 
fired up by All Blacks scrum-half 
Aaron Smith who featured in all four 
of their second-half tries, scoring one 
himself.

Mitch Hunt, Jona Nareki also 
touched down before Tomkinson’s 
dart to the line for a try from Smith’s 
precision pass on the last play of the 
match levelled the scores 31-31. 

Hunt kept his cool to convert from 
almost in front of the posts and com-
plete the comeback with the High-
landers scoring 26 unanswered sec-
ond-half points. afp
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City stunned 
as Arsenal FC 
reach record 
21st FA final

M
IKEL Arteta 
hailed Arsenal’s 
“great chemistry” 
as the secret to 

their shock 2-0 win over Man-
chester City as Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang fired his club to 
a record 21st FA Cup final.

Gunners boss Arteta out-
witted City manager Pep 
Guardiola with an astute 
counter-attacking scheme 
and Aubameyang struck in 
each half as Arsenal executed 
the plan to perfection.

Arsenal will face Chelsea 
or Manchester united, who 
meet in the other semi-final 
on Sunday, in the final at 
Wembley on August 1.

Arteta captained Arsenal to 
FA Cup triumph six years ago 
and, in his first season in charge 
of the north London club, the 
Spaniard has led them back to 
the final of a competition they 
last won in 2017.

“We have great chemistry, 
they really believe in what we 
are trying to do and you can 
sense that. They deserve it,” 
Arteta said.

“To beat the best you need 
to take your opportunities 
and when you have to defend 
you have to put everybody on 

the line.
“I’m extremely happy and 

proud of our players, but it’s 
very sad we cannot enjoy this 
moment with our fans.”

Just days after beating 
Premier League champions 
Liverpool, Arsenal offered 
further evidence that Arteta 
could be the man to restore 
them to the glory days of the 
Arsene Wenger era.

Arsenal had lost their previ-
ous seven meetings with City, 
including a 3-0 drubbing in 
their first game after the coro-
navirus hiatus.

But, thanks to Arteta’s mas-
terstroke, Arsenal handed 
Guardiola’s side a first Wemb-
ley defeat in their last 10 visits.

“We’ve had an incredible 
week to beat the best two teams 
in Europe. It doesn’t happen 
every day,” Arteta said.

“I don’t care who plays, I can 
trust them. We made changes 
and everyone was ready.

“We had to suffer in many 
moments. We had to be really 
well organised and minimise 
the spaces.”

City, unbeaten in their previ-
ous 22 domestic cup ties, were 
well short of their best and 
Guardiola had no excuses.

“We didn’t play good. The 
only regret is not to lose the 
game, that can happen, but 
it is that we did not play the 
first half like we play the sec-
ond,” Guardiola said after 
City mustered just one shot 
on target, their fewest since 
2018 against Liverpool in the 
Champions League.

“We started low and without 
the way you have to play. We 
are always ready many times 
but today we were not.

“I knew they play five at the 
back and with high pressing. 
They defended well. It hap-
pened against Liverpool too 
so we knew it. But we were 

not good.”

Rope-a-dope plan
With second place in the 

Premier League secured, 
City have to focus on the re-
sumption of their Champions 
League challenge in August, 
when they defend a 2-1 first 
leg lead against Real Madrid 
in the last 16. 

“Now we have two weeks,” 
Guardiola said. “We want-
ed to play the FA Cup final, 
one week before the Madrid 
game, to be in rhythm, but we 
missed this chance.”

Arteta knows City well after 
his time as Guardiola’s assis-

tant and he set out to exploit 
their weakness against coun-
ter attacks, using Aubamey-
ang and Nicolas Pepe to get 
behind City’s attacking full-
backs Kyle Walker and Benja-
min Mendy.

Aubameyang made them 
pay in the 19th minute.

At the climax of an 18-
pass move, Pepe’s deep cross 
caught Walker dozing and 
Aubameyang eluded him to 
slide a fine finish off the far 
post from a tight angle.

It was the kind of incisive, 
imaginative attack that City 
usually torment Arsenal with, 
but for once it was the men in 

red celebrating.
The Gabon striker’s 24th 

goal of the season was a re-
minder why Arsenal are so 
desperate to get him to sign a 
contract extension.

Defending deep, Arsenal 
were putting their bodies in 
the way of everything to keep 
City at bay.

Arteta’s rope-a-dope plan 
brought a rich reward in the 
71st minute.

City left themselves open 
at the back and Aubamey-
ang beat the offside trap as 
he accelerated onto Kieran 
Tierney’s sublime pass before 
slotting under Ederson. afp

Highlanders storm back from 
31-7 down to stun Gatland’s Chiefs

Defender Kieran Tierney (center) and midfielder Grant Xhaka celebrate Arsenal’s win over Manchester City to reach the FA Cup final. afp

Highlanders player Shannon Frizell leaps for the ball in a stunning 31-7 Super Rugby 
comeback win against the Waikato Chiefs. afp
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