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Youth told to sharpen skills 
Long Kimmarita

N
ATIONAL Bank of 
Cambodia director-
general Chea Serey 
on Wednesday 

warned the Kingdom’s youths 
of wasted opportunities and job 
losses in the future if they fail to 
constantly upgrade their skills.

Serey was speaking via an 

online video discussion under 
the theme, Addressing Skills 
Gap for a Resilient Youth in the 
Era of Covid-19 and Beyond. 
The virtual forum was joined by 
nearly 200 youths and experts 
from the government and civil 
society organisations. 

Young Cambodians, she said, 
should strengthen their techni-
cal skills to keep pace with the 

rapidly evolving world as Cam-
bodia reaches a turning point 
in the Covid-19 era.

She said a bulk of business 
transactions have moved 
online since the outbreak of 
the virus, while many brick-
and-mortar businesses con-
tinue to shut down.

“Young people need to study 
and seek more knowledge to 

keep up with the times and the 
evolution of the world because 
our skills alone are not enough. 
Our youths need to absorb new 
knowledge to respond to the 
current situation,” she said. 

Ministry of Posts and Tele-
communications secretary of 
state Kan Channmeta said 
youths should shift their focus 
from low-skilled labour to non-

labour-intensive skills. He said 
learning technology-related 
skills can be highly beneficial as 
there is demand in the sector.

“Our approach is to encour-
age young people to study day 
and night, no matter what the 
circumstances, because our 
youth are full of energy and

Bid to import 1M pigs rejected

EU-US data 
agreement 
invalidated

Niem Chheng

THE ministries of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries, and Commerce 
on Thursday rejected a request from 
a local business to import one million 
pigs a year from Thailand.

Officials said the proposal was 
rejected because it would affect 
local farmers’ livelihoods as Cam-
bodia pushes to produce more qual-
ity food.

The decision was made during a 
meeting between agriculture min-
ister Veng Sakhon and commerce 

minister Pan Sorasak on the import 
and export of pigs.

Director-general of the General 
Directorate of Animal Health and 
Production, Tan Phannara confirmed 
the two ministers decided to reject 
the request from BYG Worldwide 
Group Co Ltd (BYG).

“Currently we allow the import of 
6,300 pigs [per day from Thailand] to 
fill the demand gap in the country. If 
we allow more imports it will affect 
our farmers and companies.

“The ministries support the recom-
mendation of Samdech [Prime Min-

ister] Hun Sen to cut imports and 
increase local animal husbandry, fish 
farming and crop planting. This will 
create jobs for our people,” he said.

BYG sent the request to Hun Sen on 
July 9. It said it would donate pork to 
schools and military units every week, 
or to communities during holidays like 
the Pchum Ben festival. The import of 
the pigs would ensure food safety and 
create jobs for people, the letter said.

If the request had been granted, 
BYG would have imported the pigs

A CRUCIAL data arrangement between 
Europe and the US was invalidated on 
Thursday, throwing trans-Atlantic big 
tech into legal limbo.

The decision stemmed from a legal 
complaint by Austrian activist Max 
Schrems, who in 2015 scuppered a 
previous EU-US deal on which tech 
giants depend to do business.

Schrems’ legal assault began after 
the revelations by Edward Snowden of 
mass digital spying by US agencies, 
which the EU court at the time said 
were incompatible with European 
norms on privacy.

The previous decision struck down a 
deal called “Safe Harbour” that allowed 
for data transfers between Europe and 
US servers, throwing trans-Atlantic 
business into legal limbo.

Its replacement “Privacy Shield”, 
which is currently used by over 5,000 
US companies, has now been invali-
dated as well.

The judges said even though the deal 
requires that the US must comply with 
EU privacy laws, the deal’s provisions 
“do not grant Europeans actionable 
rights before the courts against the US 
authorities”.

However, the court said another 
arrangement, known as standard con-
tractual clauses, could stand, giving 
companies an alternative framework.

The case decided on Thursday origi-
nally focused on these complex claus-
es, an EU invention in which compa-
nies outside Europe commit to meeting 
EU laws on data and privacy.

But the arrangements are far more 
legally cumbersome for companies 
than a bilateral deal such as “Privacy 
Shield”.

During the hearings, judges turned 
their focus to “Privacy Shield” and a 
legal adviser to the court warned that 
it may be illegal. AFP
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through the Phnom Dey, Daung and O’ 
Smach international border checkpoints. 
ByG said it would pay taxes set by law.

Cambodia livestock Raisers Association 
director Srun Poav welcomed the minis-
tries’ decision to reject ByG’s proposal.

“The recommendation and the prac-
tice are good. This will help the country, 
farmers and those who have lost their 
jobs. It will help them to work in animal 

husbandry and agriculture.
“On behalf of the association, I am 

really happy that the relevant ministries 
rejected the request. If they allowed it, it 
would affect local prices and bring dis-
eases from outside the Kingdom. Our 
farmers would be jobless,” he said.

Sakhon said in a Facebook post that the 
meeting was held following Hun Sen’s rec-
ommendation on Tuesday to increase the 
local production of pigs, livestock and fish 
to serve local demands and for export.

He said the agriculture ministry is pro-
moting local livestock production to 
ensure Cambodia has enough quality sup-
plies. This, he said, will also improve local 
livelihoods by increasing investments in 
animal husbandry and creating jobs.

He said the relevant ministries will 
hold a meeting later this month to look 
into the possibility of increasing animal 
food production and reducing electric-
ity prices for such companies as recom-
mended by the prime minister.

Online education 
stirs concerns over 
child sexual abuse 
Soth Koemsoeun

NATIONAl Cambodian Coun-
cil for Children (NCCC) secre-
tary-general Nhep Sopheap 
has expressed concern over 
child sexual abuse on the 
internet as children have been 
studying online. 

Sopheap told The Post on 
Thursday she is concerned 
about child sexual exploita-
tion online because most 
children carry smartphones. 
But she is unsure whether, 
apart from learning, they are 
engaged in activities that can 
be manipulated.

A working group from the 
NCCC has been discussing 
plans to prevent online sexu-
al exploitation of children. 
she said.

“The main point we are con-
sidering is strengthening local 
governance by providing infor-
mation to parents or guardians 
to monitor their children’s 
activities more closely.

“Obviously, during Covid-
19, children learn online and 
the system is very broad. If 

they focus on the lessons it is 
very beneficial.

“But we are afraid they are 
not learning but turning to 
other things related to sexual 
exploitation. So, this is an issue 
that needs to be addressed 
urgently,” Sopheap said.

Child Protection unit (CPu) 
operations director james 
McCabe said on Thursday 
that preventing child sexual 
exploitation requires observ-
ing the children’s actions and 
if there are any noticeable 
problems, parents must 
report the matter to the 
authorities.

Most children know how to 
use the internet and online 
platforms. But they can be eas-
ily deceived, he said.

“CPu is proud to have a close 
partnership with Cambodian 
police in protecting children 
and investigating offences 
related to children, especially 
online crimes.

“It is a huge problem around 
the world. The CPu has found 
nine online crimes so far this 
year,” McCabe said.

A working group from the NCCC has been discussing plans to prevent 
online sexual exploitation of children. CNCC

Passenger arrivals abysmal
Khorn Savi

C
AMBODIA welcomed 
just around 20,000 
airline passengers in 
May and june as the 

State Secretariat of Civil Avia-
tion expects more arrivals for 
this month.

Its spokesman Chea Aun 
said on Thursday that the 
Kingdom normally welcomes 
15,000-20,000 passengers a 
day on average.

From February to April, 
there were only about 6,000-
7,000 passengers. This rose 
to 17,000 passengers in May 
and about 20,000 in june. He 
said he expects there will be 
around 25,000-30,000 pas-
sengers in july.

“The only passengers have 
been students and workers 
returning to Cambodia. Be-
fore, many tourists were en-
tering the Kingdom daily.

“The number of passengers 
is very low now. If we com-
pare the numbers entering 
the Kingdom from May to 
july this year to those who 
came on a single day before 
Covid-19, the numbers are al-
most equal,” said Aun. 

Ministry of Health secretary 
of state york Sambath said 
starting from May 20 the gov-
ernment allowed passengers 
from six countries – the uS, 
France, Germany, Italy, Spain 
and Iran – to enter Cambodia.

From then until july 15, more 
than 20,000 arrived including 

1,000 Khmer students. Most 
passengers were Chinese. 

From May 20, stricter rules 
were applied to all passengers 
from abroad and they have to 
be quarantined for 14 days.

The ministry announced 
on Wednesday that among 
80 students returning from 
Saudi Arabia, 25 were found 
positive for Covid-19, bring-
ing the total number of cases 
in the country to 166.

On Thursday, Prime Minis-
ter Hun Sen reminded citizens 
on his Facebook page to wash 
their hands with soap or hand 
sanitizers, wear facemasks 

and not be careless because 
there is a low infection rate.

“Individuals and sellers 
in all types of shops, coffee 
shops, restaurants, construc-
tion sites, hairdressers, clinics, 
dental offices and hospitals 
must provide hand sanitizers 
and masks for customers to 
prevent spreading the virus 
from one person to another. 

“Follow the advice of the 
Ministry of Health,” he said.

Despite warning about risks 
from abroad, Hun Sen released 
a sub-decree on july 15 allow-
ing officers, employees and 
workers to have time off from 

August 17 to 21 as a replace-
ment for the cancelled Khmer 
New year holiday in April.

The Ministry of labour 
and Vocational Training an-
nounced that all factories and 
enterprises have to pay sala-
ries to workers who will have 
a break during that time.

Businesses not able to give 
workers time off must sched-
ule different dates.

“If there is an agreement 
between employers and 
employees, the break can 
be granted differently from 
the scheduled date,” the an-
nouncement said.

Passenger arrivals are expected to increase to 25,000-30,000 in July. Fresh News

‘The import can bring diseases from outside’
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intelligence,” he said.
Channmeta said that branch-

ing off from labour-intensive 
jobs will diversify work oppor-
tunities for youths.

According to the uN Develop-
ment Programme’s (uNDP) 
post-discussion report, two-
thirds of Cambodia’s population 
is under the age of 30. The unem-
ployment rate of the working 
population (15-64 years old) is 
0.2 per cent for women and 0.3 
per cent for men.

However, the uNDP said the 
low unemployment rate does 
not reflect an accurate picture of 
the situation because of the 
quality of employment.

It said that over 85 per cent 
of the working population are 
employed in low-skilled, 
labour-intensive work, and 
over 51 per cent of jobs in 
Cambodia are unstable and do 
not offer regular salaries.

The uNDP said Cambodia’s 
education system and its 
labour market are at odds with 
the rapidly evolving technolo-

gy-driven economy and this 
could create an uncertain job 
future for youths.

“The arrival of Covid-19 has 
worsened the situation. youths 
are disproportionately affected 
by the crisis, with multiple 
shocks, including disruption to 
education and training. They 
have lost employment and 
income, and face greater diffi-
culties in finding jobs,” it said.

yan Sok Eng, a youth who 
participated in the discussion, 
said she understood the 
importance of strengthening 
young peoples’ skills and work 
capacities to be better 
equipped to succeed in the 
post-Covid world.

She said capacity-building 
could lead to better job oppor-
tunities and help youths avoid 
risks as companies close and 
lay off employees.

“I’m interested to continue 
developing my work capacity. 
I believe youths need to be 
innovative and proactive. For-
eign languages and knowledge 
of technology must be priori-
tised too,” she said.

‘youth must be proactive, 
tech must be prioritised’

M’kiri set to demarcate airport land
Long Kimmarita

MONDulKIRI provincial gover-
nor Svay Sam Eang said provin-
cial authorities are marking the 
boundaries of a 600ha portion of 
land 22km from Sen Monorom 
town to build a new airport.

Mondulkiri’s old airport will 
be transformed into a public 
garden.

Speaking at a press conference 
on Thursday on the progress 
and goals of the province held 
by the Government Spokesper-
sons unit at the Council of Min-
isters, Sam Eang said the old 
airport dates back to 1979 when 
Cambodia was liberated from 
the Khmer Rouge.

He said the airport is too 
small and the surrounding area 
is occupied by too many resi-
dents for it to be an effective 
airport in the modern age.

The old airport sits on 19ha 
and the Ministry of land Man-
agement, urban Planning and 
Construction is studying the 
province’s budget to ensure it 
can be transformed into a park. 

“Planes cannot park there [the 
old airport] and people are living 
around it. We stopped its flights 
according to the recommenda-

tions of Prime Minister Hun Sen. 
We will turn the airport into a 
garden Sam Eang said.

He said the new airport will 
be in O’Raing district’s Sen 
Monorom commune.

Sam Eang said provincial 
authorities had demarcated its 
boundaries to prevent 
encroachment. The authori-
ties are now waiting for invest-
ment partners and funds to 
develop the airport.

“We are only prepared to 
protect the 600ha. When the 
government has an invest-

ment budget, we will have the 
land and be able to avoid dif-
ficulties in developing the air-
port,” he said.

Ministry of Tourism spokes-
man Chuk Chumno told The 
Post on Thursday that experts 
were continuing their study of 
the airport development project, 
which is linked to a master plan 
of the tourism sector in the 
north-eastern provinces. 

He said when the project 
moves forward, it will improve 
all sectors in the province, 
especially tourism.

“We prepared this project, 
not only thinking of benefit-
ting the tourism sector, but 
also others as well.  When there 
is an airport in the future, it 
will attract direct flights in 
some target areas in ASEAN,” 
Chumno said.

Mondulkiri forest activist 
Kroeung Tola hailed the 
project, but he said after it 
was announced, powerful 
and wealthy people had 
scrambled to occupy the land 
around the 600ha, thereby 
causing disputes that affected 
its development. 

“We don’t know whose mis-
take it is. Every day we just see 
that when an airport is built, 
they grab land first and then 
they solve the dispute.

“This problem stems from 
either the local authorities or 
powerful people.  A series of 
compensations are to be 
offered. This is bad and it hin-
ders the development project.

Tola said he expects provin-
cial authorities will preserve 
the old airport sustainably with 
the interests of the people in 
mind. Some plots at the old 
airport, he said, had been man-
aged by the private sector.

Mondulkiri provincial governor Svay Sam Eang. HENG CHIVOAN

According to the UNDP post-discussion report, two-thirds of Cambodia’s 
population is under the age of 30. HENG CHIVOAN

Forest activist seeking PM’s 
intervention in ‘assualt’ case
Khorn Savi

F
OREST activist and 
member of the Tam-
puan indigenous 
group Chhorn Phalla 

on Thursday repeated claims 
that he had been beaten by 
a large group of people at a 
public forum in Ratanakiri 
province on july 8.

He also requested interven-
tion from Prime Minister Hun 
Sen to resolve the matter.

Phalla had called a press 
conference on Thursday after 
provincial authorities, police 
and lumphat district gover-
nor Nou The denied his claim.

The beating, he said, oc-
curred after he filed a com-
plaint against some citizens 
and officials for allowing 
land-stealing at the lumphat 
Wildlife Sanctuary and the 
Tampuans’ designated land.

Some citizens were angered 
by his accusation and at-
tacked him, he said.

Phalla said the Tampuans’ 
property was filled with plan-
tations, conservation land, 
burial grounds, and religious 
sites to make offerings.

“In 2016, land and forest 
in the wildlife sanctuary was 
sold to hundreds of Vietnam-
ese people.

“They logged the forest in 
the lumphat Wildlife Sanctu-
ary and the forest and land of 
the [Tampuan] community. I 
reported the case to the au-
thorities at all levels but no 
one stopped them.

“This is a contract that the 
authorities made to sell the 
forest to Vietnamese people 
to log and transport timber to 
Vietnam. In 2017, the defor-
estation escalated,” he said. 

He said he wanted the rel-

evant ministries and Hun 
Sen to seek justice for him. 
He said he was just following 
Hun Sen’s call on the people 
to protect natural resources.

“When I went to the forum, 
they beat me. I ran to the au-
thorities, I ran to lumphat 
district governor Nou The’s 
place for help.

“Samdech Hun Sen said 
publicly to prohibit defores-
tation. He hates anyone who 
logs forests. So, I remembered 
his words and I’m a forest 
protector along with him. 

“Samdech even hates any-
one who shelters under his 
political party to hide ille-
gal acts and commit forest 
crimes. I’m a forest protector 
along with him, but I have 
been victimised by offenders 
who beat me,” he said.

The issued a letter deny-
ing the claim and said Phalla 
talked off-topic and disrupt-

ed the forum. He said Phalla 
took photos and posted them 
on social media without per-
mission. Then, people took 
away his phones, The said.

Ratanakkiri provincial po-
lice also reported the case to 
the National Police, saying 
that Phalla took the forum 
floor and accused some citi-
zens and officials of allowing 
deforestation.

Police said Phalla grew an-
gry and caused disorder at 
the forum before the authori-
ties stopped him

Adhoc human rights group 
leader Ny Sokha said if vio-
lence is used against forest 
activists, it will make others 
afraid to participate in pro-
tecting the forests.

“I find that from now on, 
forest and natural resource 
protectors will no longer dare 
come forward because if they 
do, they will be mistreated.

“No one gets to the bottom 
of the case for them. So, this 
creates a negative influence. I 
think that the government will 
not ignore this case,” he said. 

But Ministry of justice and 
Cambodia Human Rights 
Committee (CHRC) spokes-
man Chin Malin said local of-
ficials stated that this was not 
a case of violence, rather peo-
ple could not restrain their 
anger and a scuffle ensued.

“In a legal landscape, he 
[Phalla] claimed that he has 
a clear basis of suffering 
from abuse and violence. He 
has the right to file a legal 
complaint supported by evi-
dence,” Malin said. 

He said he thought Phalla’s 
press conference was politi-
cally motivated.

“The press conference is a 
general and political matter that 
activists have always used for 
political gain,” he claimed.

Forest activist Chhorn Phalla (right) during a press conference on Thursday. supplIEd

Indian scholarships 
on ancient medicine 
courses announced 
Sangeetha Amarthalingam

THE Indian government is offer-
ing scholarships to Cambodian 
students to pursue six under-
graduate degrees in ancient 
healing courses – ayurveda, 
yoga, unani, siddha and home-
opathy (AyuSH) in India, its 
embassy in Phnom Penh said in 
a statement on Wednesday.

The deadline for the scholar-
ship application is july 31, said 
the embassy, adding that the 
courses for the 2020-2021 aca-
demic year are offered through 
the Indian Council for Cul-
tural Relations (ICCR).

“The acceptance of the 
courses at international level 
has resulted in growing 
demand from students to 
study at Indian institutions.

“The Ministry of AyuSH 
under its international fel-
lowship programme extends 
financial support to eligible 
foreign nationals for the 
course in premier institutes 
in India,” it said.

The five-and-a-half-year 
degree courses which include a 
one-year mandatory clinical 

training (internship) consist of 
Bachelor of Ayurvedic Medicine 
and Surgery, Bachelor of Siddha 
Medicine and Surgery, Bachelor 
of unani Medicine and Surgery, 
and Bachelor of Homeopathic 
Medicine and Surgery.

Applicants should be 18 
years and above at the time of 
admission in Indian universi-
ties, be fluent in English and 
must have completed 12 years 
of schooling with physics, 
chemistry and biology.

As for the three-year Bach-
elor of Science in yoga or Bach-
elor of Arts in yoga Shastra, 
prospective candidates must 
have completed 12 years of 
schooling and must be profi-
cient in English as well.

The Indian government will 
cover tuition fees and other 
compulsory fees, return air-
fare, monthly living allow-
ances of 8,000 rupees ($110), 
an annual contingent grant 
of 4,500 rupees, and monthly 
rental allowance of up to 
3,500 rupees.

Interested applicants can 
check the ICCR website for 
details.
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Wing (Cambodia) 
Limited Specialised 
Bank on Thursday 

partnered with Morakot Tech-
nology to assist microfinance 
institutions (MFis) and banks 
in their loan payment collec-
tions, which will help reduce 
their operating costs. 

Through this partnership, 
MFis and banks can now  
collect their loan payments 
via Wing’s financial ecosys-
tem using Morakot Technol-
ogy’s core banking system, 
ensuring convenience and 
more effective operating cost  
management. 

The customers of MFis and 
banks can opt to repay their 
loans through either Wing 
Cash Xpress outlets or by 
using the Wing Money App, 
which functions 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. 

“i believe that the partner-
ship with Wing will help our 

MFi and bank customers in 
providing better services to 
their clients. People can now 
pay back their loans through 
Wing agents without the need 
to visit the branch of their 
MFi or bank. 

“There are currently almost 
8,000 Wing agents across 
Cambodia. MFis and banks 
can now focus on getting new 
customers and disbursing new 
loans rather than on collec-
tions, which will ultimately 
improve productivity,” said 
Sophorth Khuon, the CEO of 
Morakot.

Established in 2015, Mora-
kot Technology has emerged 
as a leading core-banking 
system provider in Cambodia 
and currently serves 45 MFis 
and banks in the Kingdom 
and Myanmar. 

Wing and Morakot Tech-
nology share a common 
objective in using digital 
financial technology for the 
transformation of the financial 
services industry, especially 
in financial inclusion ranging 
from core banking systems to 
mobile banking.

“At Wing, it’s our com-

mitment to ensure that our 
customers enjoy a wealth  
of financial solutions in a 
convenient, secure and fast 
manner. 

“The integration of Wing’s 
financial systems and Morakot 
Technology is another avenue 
to leverage our financial 
technology for the benefit of 
those living in rural provinces 
as well as for MFis and banks 
in rural areas. 

“People need not travel 
long distances to repay  
their loans, while the  
financial institution can  

bring down their operating 
costs,” said Manu Rajan, the 
CEO of Wing.

Less than five per cent of 
MFis in Cambodia can af-
ford standard microfinance 
software as most of this was 
designed for banks. 

Customisation was con-
sequently needed and that 
required huge costs for MFis. 

Morakot Technology 
specialises in loan tracking 
and accounting processes for 
MFis and banks under a single 
central hub. 

The platform also integrates 

with the Credit Bureau of 
Cambodia’s database, which 
facilitates faster loan process-
ing and approval. 

As the leading mobile 
banking service provider in 
Cambodia, Wing has provided 
convenient access to finan-
cial services to Cambodians 
across the country through its 
Wing Money App, as well as 
its network of close to 8,000 
Wing Cash Xpress across the 
Kingdom. 

Established 12 years ago, 
Wing every year has close to 
10 million users. 

MFIs and banks across 
Cambodia can use 
Wing’s financial  
ecosystem through 
Morakot Technology  
to collect their loan  
payments, reducing 
their operating costs.

Wing partners with Morakot to help MFIs, 
banks provide better services to clients
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The senior management of both companies pose for a group photo after the signing ceremony. supplied Wing CEO Manu (left) and Morokot counterpart Sophorth Khuon. supplied

Voun Dara

THE Apsara National Author-
ity (ANA) on Wednesday again 
warned it will take legal action 
against individuals illegally sell-
ing land in Siem Reap province’s 
Angkor Archaeological Park. 

The ANA said some of the 
land being advertised for sale 
is located within the protect-
ed zones of the park.

ANA spokesman long Kosal 
told The Post on Thursday that 
the sales continued despite 
ANA’s repeated warnings.

“Some people and merchants 
are still selling and buying land 
in these areas. In the past, we 
sued these individuals,” he said.

The ANA is concerned that 
people from other provinces 
are buying land in Siem Reap 
to build structures or sell it for 
profit. This won’t work, Kosal 
said, because building con-
structions in the Angkor Ar-
chaeological Park is prohibited.

“I call on citizens, especially 
those who live in other prov-
inces not to be deceived by 
merchants who sell land in the 
Angkor Archaeological Park.

“you have to ask about the 
specific source of the land and 
find out whether it is located in 
the uNESCO World Heritage Site 
of Angkor. Do not buy the land if 
it is in this area,” he stressed. 

An ANA Facebook post on 
Wednesday said: “Individuals 
who sell land in the uNESCO 
World Heritage Site of Ang-
kor can face legal measures if 

they do not stop.”
The ANA called on the 

owner of a Facebook account 
named ChochChoub and 
other land sellers in areas of 
the Angkor Archaeological 
Park to stop their actions or 
face legal repercussions.

It also warned the public 
not to seek profit by buying 
land in these areas. If they 
have doubts regarding land 
management in the Angkor 
Archaeological Park, they are 
urged to contact the ANA by 
phone at 092 89 99 66. 

There are two zones of pro-
tected land in the Angkor 
Archaeological Park. Zone 1 
consists of important archae-
ological stations, while the 
Zone 2 contains archaeologi-
cal remains, said the ANA.

It said buying and selling 
land in these areas is forbidden 
by Royal Decree No 001, dated 
May 28, 1994. It is also prohib-
ited in Decision No 70, dated 
November 16, 2004, which set 
the standards for land use in 
Zone 1 and Zone 2 of Angkor.

Siem Reap provincial Adhoc 
investigator Sous Narin said 
buying and selling land in these 
areas was performed without 
permission from the authorities.

“We consider buying and 
selling land in the Angkor 
Archaeological Park an ille-
gal activity. Civil society does 
not support such activities. If 
people still do so, the authori-
ties will take legal measures 
for sure,” he said. 

land sellers in Angkor 
warned of legal action 

Ministry: use fertilisers wisely 
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

T
HE Ministry of Agri-
culture Forestry and 
Fisheries has encour-
aged farmers to in-

crease vegetables, fruits and 
rice-growing productivity by 
applying good agricultural 
practices (GAP).

This, it said, will help the 
Kingdom to supply such pro-
duce to the domestic and ex-
port markets.

The government has banned 
the import of vegetables, fruits, 
and other foodstuffs that con-
tain chemicals harmful to pub-
lic health. Farmers here are be-
ing educated about the proper 
types of fertilisers to use.

Ministry secretary of state 
Hean Vannhorn told The Post 
on Thursday that most farm-
ers were confused as fruits 
and vegetables grown with 
chemical fertilisers and pes-
ticides seemed as healthy as 
when organic fertilisers such 
as those from plants, kitchen 
waste and manure is used.

“Fruits and vegetables grown 
with natural fertilisers and those 
grown with chemical fertilisers 
produced by factories, accord-
ing to correct technical stan-
dards, provide the same health 
benefits,” Vannhorn said.

However, he said as a trade-
off, the use of natural fertil-
isers can help maintain soil 
quality in the long run. But 
growth is slow, which some-
times doesn’t meet market 
demands.

Chemical fertilisers such as 
urea and NPK are rich in nitro-
gen and potassium and grow 
vegetables and plants quickly 
to meet market needs. But us-
ing chemical fertilisers in the 
long term will damage soil 
quality and affect biodiversity.

“The ministry is encourag-
ing farmers to grow vegeta-
bles, fruits and rice according 
to the new safety rules that 
allow for the use of natural 
and chemical fertilisers at the 
same time,” Vannhorn said.

He said the ministry’s Agri-
culture Services Programme 
for Innovation, Resilience and 
Extension (Aspire) has helped 
farmers in Baren Krom vil-
lage, in Kandal province, to 

work as a Safe Vegetable Busi-
ness Group (SVBG) and de-
velop agricultural productiv-
ity using GAP principles.

The group includes produc-
ers of safe vegetables and sup-
pliers of seeds, organic fertilis-
ers and natural pesticides, as 
well as distributors of agricul-
tural products to the market. 
The cooperation along the 
production chain has made 
the SVBG successful, Van-
nhorn said.

The group also understands 
what constitutes safe vegeta-
bles supplied to the market. 

Khuth Kim Ang, an SVBG 
member in Baren Krom vil-
lage, has been growing safe 
vegetables successfully ac-

cording to technical guidance 
provided by Aspire officials.

“We cannot grow anything 
we want. We have a plan and 
grow vegetables under a pre-
agreed contract which in-
cludes price and quantity and 
sell to vendors who are also 
SVBG members,” he said.

Kim Ang said safe vegetables 
are those that do not accumu-
late agrochemicals that affect 
the health of consumers.

Still, he said the challenge 
in cultivating safe vegetables 
with new technology de-
mands a lot of capital. With-
out the commitment to grow 
safe vegetables under the 
SVBG, it may not be success-
ful, he said.

Farmers sprays insecticides on water convolvulus in Phnom Penh’s Meanchey district. HONG MENEA



Voun Dara

MINISTER of Education, Youth 
and Sport Hang Chuon Naron 
on Tuesday ordered private edu-
cational establishments to hold 
their high school diploma exam-
inations for the 2019-2020 school 
year on August 17 and 18.

If the schools are unable to 
hold the examinations them-
selves, private students will take 
the examinations with their 
public school counterparts at 
an undetermined date.

In a letter, he said all private 
educational establishments had 
to request high school diploma 
examinations from the ministry 
through the education depart-
ments in the capital and prov-
inces by this month for review 
and recognition.

Private schools must also 

attach the candidates’ names 
with the request.

“In case any private educa-
tional establishments are 
unable to hold examinations 
on their own, they have to wait 
and join examinations with 
students of public educational 
establishments,” he said.

Ministry spokesman Ros 
Soveacha confirmed on Thurs-
day that private education 
establishments can hold their 
tests on August 17 and 18. 

“The ministry and the Depart-
ment of Education, Youth and 
Sport will observe examinations 
when necessary to guarantee 
examination quality.

“But the ministry main-
tains its right to change the 
high school diploma exami-
nation dates at private educa-
tion establishments again if 

necessary,” he said.
 Cambodian Independent 

Teachers’ Association (Cita) 
president Ouk Chhayavy said 
the ministry should not have 
advised private educational 
establishments to hold their 
examinations ahead of public 
schools because this places more 
value on private education.

“I don’t agree with allowing 
private educational establish-
ments to hold the examina-
tions now because every year 
the private education estab-
lishments have to take the 
examinations at the same time 
public education establish-
ments take theirs,” she said.

She said if the examina-
tions take place, there will be 
little transparency as Covid-
19 will make them less close-
ly monitored.

National
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Voun Dara

THE Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sport collaborated 
with the Ministry of Posts and 
Telecommunications and Cell-
card to release a Distance Edu-
cation app on Tuesday, a new 
programme which will make it 
easier for students and teach-
ers to access educational con-
tent through mobile devices.

Cellcard will offer a “Cellard 
Free Data Distance Education 
Programme” which provides 
free data for teachers and stu-
dents accessing educational 
material on the app between 
6am and 11am.

Minister Hang Chuon Naron 
said in a joint press release: 
“We moved 10 years ahead of 
time to introduce digital edu-
cation to the education sector 
in Cambodia.” 

He said digital education in 
the context of the Fourth In-
dustrial Revolution will play 
a crucial role in transforming 
the digital economy. The sec-
tor, he said, requires human 
resources to manage and ad-
minister smart systems.

“To advance to a digital 
economy, digital education 
shall be in place. Cambodia 
can change the Covid-19 crisis 
into an opportunity by estab-
lishing e-learning platforms to 
maintain quality, equity, inclu-
siveness and life-long learning 
to students,” he said.

Chuon Naron said the min-
istry has been establishing 
the foundation for digital 

education in response to the 
technological age.

He said teachers and rel-
evant stakeholders have re-
ceived technical training to 
better deliver online educa-
tion to students. 

The press release said 
that the distance education 
app will provide a series of 
teaching videos in line with 
the standard curriculum of 
the education ministry for 
grades 9-12.

Cellcard CEO Ian Watson 
said: “This is a great innova-
tive programme for Cellcard to 
support the government in its 
efforts to keep students learn-
ing during this time and as the 
operator, we are here for them 
and support them in their 
studies and future careers.”

Ministry of Education 
spokesman Ros Soveacha said 
the ministry had been collab-
orating with all stakeholders 
to advance digital education 
to Cambodian students.

“This work is part of the 
ministry’s vision for digital 
education and in line with 
the Education Strategic Plan 
2019–2023,” he said. 

Soveacha said in collabora-
tion with the Ministry of Infor-
mation, the education ministry 
has been broadcasting teach-
ing material on channel TVK2.

It also established three dig-
ital forums to deliver online 
education at www.youtube.
com/moeys,www.?facebook.
com/moeys.gov.kh, and www.
elearning.moeys.gov.kh.

New data-free distance 
education app on rollMinister orders regulations 

on unified data connectivity
Long Kimmarita

M
INISTER of Inte-
rior Sar Kheng 
has instructed 
officials from his 

ministry and the Ministry of 
Economy and Finance to pre-
pare regulations before 
launching data connectivity 
between the General Depart-
ment of Identification (GDI) 
and Cambodia Data Exchange 
(CamDX) on a unified IT  
platform.

The directive came at a 
meeting on the integration of 
data downloads at the inte-
rior ministry on Thursday.

Sar Kheng said the man-
agement of the programme 
should be made as a draft 
sub-decree to expand the 
scope of the implementation 
in the framework of the entire 
government.

“It should be prepared as 
a sub-decree because inter-
ministerial prakas prepara-
tion would lead to many an-
nouncements given that the 
GDI databases will be con-
nected to the data of many 
other relevant ministries and 
institutions,” he said.

The CamDX system is a 
platform for unified data 
exchange and modelled on 
standardised software used 
by the government of Esto-
nia, according to a presenta-

tion by a senior GDI official 
posted on the Ministry of In-
terior’s website.

The data links have five 
special points and are based 
on Estonia’s successful ex-
perience in organising e-
government, including the 
use of ecosystem forms, pro-
viding high security in data 
exchange, non-interference 
with the management of data 
of institutions that own data, 
and the monitoring system. 

GDI director-general Kang 
Sokhorn said the CamDX data 
connection came up after the 
Ministry of Economy and Fi-
nance submitted a request to 
the government that the GDI 
cooperate in setting up an in-
ter-ministerial working group 
with private companies.

Through data connectivity 
with GDI, the ministry has reg-
istered and verified the identi-
ty of over 100 companies.

Sokhorn called it a tenta-

tive implementation because 
the project has not been 
launched formally.

He said data from GDI also 
had a clear limit, which can-
not be used beyond what 
is agreed-upon and that all 
further requests require a dis-
cussion first.

“[I] ask that language be 
prepared for an inter-minis-
terial announcement before 
launching this data link suc-
cessfully,” he said.

Sar Kheng said the programme management should be prepared as a sub-decree. sar kheng via facebook

Private establishments told 
to hold high school exams

Students take Grade 12 exams at Preah Sisowath High School in Phnom Penh last year. post staff
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,300 17,500 17,500 17,280

2 GTI 3,280 3,280 3,280 3,280

3 PAS 15,500 15,600 15,660 15,500

4 PPAP 11,600 11,600 11,600 11,600

5 PPSP 2,300 2,300 2,300 2,230

6 PWSA 5,600 5,600 5,600 5,600

Date: July 16, 2020

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,090 1.3527 7.0005 107.06 4.2705 1.3933 31.68 0.6982 1.1392 1.2543

Hin Pisei 

THAIlAND’S largest conve-
nience-store operator CP All 
Plc plans to bring the Bellinee’s 
coffee brand to the Cambodi-
an market early next year, the 
Cambodian Embassy in Bang-
kok said via Facebook.

CP All cited the market po-
tential and favourable environ-
ment for the franchise business 
in Cambodia in its announce-
ment, the embassy said.

The plan was unveiled during 
a meeting at the embassy on 
Wednesday between Cambo-
dian ambassador to Thailand 
Ouk Sorphorn and Charahts 
likitkunawong, adviser to CP 
All CEO and managing director 
Tanin Buranamanit.

Charahts boasted of the Bell-
inee’s brand’s popularity in 
Thailand and lauded Cambo-
dia’s sound investment policies 
and robust economic growth.

Keen on the plan, Sorphorn 
highlighted Cambodia’s high 
degree of appeal for tourists 
and the rapid influx of inter-
national investors.

At the same time, he asked 
Bellinee’s Bake & Brew to 
study the market, potential 
competition and strategic lo-
cations in Cambodia.

An official at the embassy 
told The Post on condition 
of anonymity that CP All has 
signed a deal with a local 
company for the franchise, 
which was scheduled to open 
in Cambodia this year.

But Covid-19 put those plans 
on the back burner, he said. 
The company now expects 

the inauguration to take place 
sometime early next year.

CP All manages a broad, di-
verse portfolio of operations 
such as commercial centres, 
supermarkets, financial ser-
vices, education and food.

Its more well-known establish-
ments include 7-Eleven, All Cafe, 
eXta, CP Retailink, 24 Shopping, 
Caffe Muan Chon, Thai Smart 
Cared, the higher education in-
stitute Panyapiwat Institute of 
Management and Makro.

Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce (CCC) vice-presi-
dent lim Heng told The Post 
on Thursday that investors’ 
interest in bringing well-
known foreign brands to 
Cambodia reflects investor 
confidence in the Kingdom in 
terms of political stability and 
economic viability.

This, he said, is because 
investors study a country’s 
investment potential, domes-
tic purchasing power and the 
macroeconomic situation 
at length before introducing 
well-known brands.

He said the CCC regularly ad-
vertises at international events 
to entice more famous brands 
to open shop in Cambodia.

“Having more franchise com-
panies is an indication of how 
well-off a country is, in both 
political and economic terms,” 
Heng said, adding that the pres-
ence of franchises in turn draws 
in larger clusters of investors.

Internationally renowned 
brands are highly valued for 
their quality, from their man-
agement, products, work stan-
dards and hygiene, he said.

Plan brewing to bring 
hit Thai coffee brandSME scheme writes first loan

Thou Vireak

T
HE Small and Medi-
um Enterprise Bank 
of Cambodia (SME 
Bank), a state-owned 

bank with $100 million in 
government financing for 
loans to SMEs, announced its 
first loan.

In April, the Ministry of 
Economy and Finance rolled 
out its “SME Co-Financing 
Scheme 2020” (SCFS) joint 
venture with SME Bank and 
a number of financial institu-
tions in conjunction with the 
bank’s soft launch.

Canadia Bank Plc, a partner 
in the venture, provided the 
first loan under the scheme. 
The client then purchased an 
insurance policy at Sovanna-
phum life Assurance Plc to 
expand his tuk-tuk carriage 
assembly business nation-
wide.

Sovannaphum life is a joint 
venture company between 
Muang Thai life Assurance 
Plc and Canadia Investment 
Holding Plc, the holding com-
pany of Canadia Bank.

SME Bank CEO Dexter 
Tan said co-financing would 
make it easier for SMEs in 
Cambodia to access loans 
and expand their businesses.

“This is our first client and it 
is imperative that clients have 
business insurance for their 
business stability,” he said.

The SME Bank has allocat-
ed about 10 per cent of its to-
tal capital to SMEs, Tan said, 
expressing his hopes that the 
full $100 million would be re-
leased by the end of the year.

There are currently 33 fi-
nancial institutions – SME 
Bank, 23 commercial banks, 
two specialised banks, five 
microfinance deposit-taking 
institutions (MDIs) and two 
microfinance institutions 
(MFIs) – participating in the 
SCFS.

SMEs can borrow up to 
$200,000 for working capital 
and $300,000 for investment 
capital with a maximum in-
terest rate of seven per cent 
per annum and a repayment 
period of seven years.

Canadia Bank CEO Ray-
mond Sia Say Guan said his 
bank was delighted to pro-

vide the first loan under the 
scheme.

Even during the ongoing 
health crisis, he said, Canadia 
Bank’s goal is to continue lend-
ing under the SCFC in support 
of the Kingdom’s SMEs.

He said: “We are proud that 
our bank will provide loans 
to Cambodians. Even though 
our economy is declining due 
to the global health crisis, our 
banks are still able to stabilise 
our lending to clients to grow 
their businesses, for example, 
like this first customer.”

Sovannaphum life CEO 
Tan jiak Hiang said his com-
pany is thrilled to support the 

national SCFC initiative in 
providing an insurance policy 
to the recipient of SME Bank’s 
first loan.

He said: “Our credit life insur-
ance is specially designed for 
all business owners and loan 
borrowers. It provides a guar-
antee to customers via contin-
ued collateral ownership.

“In case an untimely death 
occurs during the loan’s ten-
ure, Sovannaphum life will 
activate the credit life insur-
ance policy to pay off all out-
standing loans to the bank on 
behalf of the customer. Thus, 
the financial burden won’t fall 
to the family,” Tan said.

The recipient of the first loan under the scheme (second left) used it to purchase an insurance policy at 
Sovannaphum Life to expand his tuk-tuk carriage assembly business nationwide. HEAN RANGSEY

Stocks drop as virus spikes, China data can’t lift gloom
ASIAN markets fell Thursday as inves-
tors fretted over fresh spikes in virus 
infections around the world and the 
re-imposition of lockdowns, while 
forecast-busting economic growth 
data out of China was unable to break 
through the unease on trading floors.

While markets have been rallying 
since hitting their low points in March 
– thanks to government support and 
the easing of lockdowns – traders have 
had to juggle hopes for economic 
recovery with the reality of a deadly 
virus that is sweeping the globe.

Geopolitical tensions, particularly 
between China and the uS, were also 
fanning uncertainty.

Beijing said the world’s second big-
gest economy expanded 3.2 per cent 

in the second quarter, much better 
than the 1.3 per cent tipped in an AFP 
poll of economists, indicating that 
China is well on the road to recovery 
after months of lockdowns that 
caused a first-quarter contraction.

However, while the reading was wel-
comed, analysts said investors had 
largely priced-in a recovery and point-
ed to a worse-than-expected drop in 
retail sales in june – a small rise had 
been forecast – suggesting that con-
sumers are still reluctant to spend.

The retail sector has taken on an 
increasingly significant role in Chi-
na’s economy as leaders look for con-
sumers, rather than trade and invest-
ment, to drive growth.

Stephen Innes at Australia-based 

AxiCorp Financial Services Pty ltd 
said: “No matter how much stimulus 
and fiscal sugar you try to entice con-
sumers with, they will not leave their 
apartment and go on a spending 
spree until they feel confident the 
landscape is virus-free.”

Shanghai plunged more than four per 
cent, extending a recent sell-off after 
soaring around 15 per cent this month, 
with analysts suggesting funds working 
for authorities on the mainland are sell-
ing shares to avert another bubble and 
bust similar to the one seen in 2015.

Hong Kong lost two per cent and Syd-
ney and Singapore fell 0.7 per cent with 
Seoul 0.8 per cent lower. Taipei, Bang-
kok and Wellington also fell, although 
Mumbai, Manila and jakarta rose.

london, Paris and Frankfurt were 
all down in early trade.

Investors are growing increasingly 
worried about a surge in infections in 
several countries that had been reopen-
ing their economies confident they had 
controlled or tempered their out-
breaks.

On Thursday, the head of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) warned 
that the world economy was “not out 
of the woods”, despite signs of improve-
ment, with challenges including a pos-
sible second wave of infections.

IMF managing director Kristalina 
Georgieva said in a blog post that 
the $11 trillion in stimulus provided 
by Group of 20 (G20) nations helped 
to prevent a worse outcome, but 

“these safety nets must be main-
tained as needed and, in some cas-
es, expanded”.

Oil markets dropped after rallying 
more than two per cent Wednesday on 
signs of a huge drawdown in uS inven-
tories, which boosted demand hopes.

Investors were also looking to an 
expected pick-up in output from major 
producers, who have embarked on a 
massive output cut since earlier this 
year to fight a global glut that sent pric-
es crashing below zero. 

However, the Opec+ grouping 
expects the increase in oil will be off-
set by improving demand and com-
pensatory reductions by countries 
that had not made big enough cuts 
previously. AFP
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Thou Vireak

T
HE state-run Techo 
Startup Center (TSC) 
has set up the Digital 
Agricultural Supply 

Chain Platform (DASCP) in a 
move to promote productiv-
ity of enterprises, economy 
and younger generation in ru-
ral areas and advance poverty 
reduction and food security.

The TSC is based in the Roy-
al university of Phnom Penh 
(RuPP) on Russian Federa-
tion Boulevard (Street 110) in 
Tuol Kork district’s Teuk la’ak 
I commune in the capital and 
is operated by the Ministry of 
Economy and Finance.

Speaking at a workshop on 
Wednesday, TSC digital tech-
nology coordinator Dr Ty Ma-
kararavy  said the digitalisation 
of the agricultural sector offers 
a major potential boon to the 
economy through increased 
productivity, cost efficiency 
and market opportunities.

She said the platform also 
purports to transform com-
munications across value 
chain actors, enabling inclu-

sivity, and to optimise the 
use of resources as well as to 
adapt to rapid change. 

The TSC will shore up the 
DASCP through the Khmer 
Agriculture Suite (KAS) of dig-
ital applications for the rural 
economy, which comprises 
an open digital platform, a 
Challenge Fund and an out-
reach campaign, she said.

TSC’s role in the Sustain-
able Assets for Agriculture 
Markets, Business and Trade 
(SAAMBAT) project is to in-
vigorate the burgeoning ru-
ral economy through digital 
technology and improve ag-
ricultural products’ access to 
the market, she added.

SAAMBAT was launched 
on February 3, financed by a 
$53.3 million loan and $1.2 
million grant from the Inter-
national Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD), a $57.6 
million loan from European 
Investment Bank (EIB) and 
$12.41 million in contribu-
tions from the Kingdom, the 
IFAD said.

The five-year project, in 
partnership with the finance 

ministry and Ministry of Ru-
ral Development, will run 
from 2020 to 2025. It aims to 
boost incomes and food se-
curity for 200,000 families in 
the Kingdom.

Dr Makararavy said TSC 
teams are working on the 
DASCP to collect, pre-process 
and analyse data and formu-
late predictions via the KAS 
and other sources through 
means of automation and 
semi-automation to serve the 
basis of future innovative ap-
plications.

She said the KAS is an open 

digital platform for agricul-
tural value chains that har-
nesses the power of emerging 
technology and innovation 
to address core challenges 
in productivity and distribu-
tion.

She added that the KAS is sat-
ellite-based and is developed 
under different service provid-
ers. Its applications (KAS-Fresh, 
KAS-Market, KAS-Kontra, and 
KAS-Book) will share data with 
the core platform.

“It will help to promote ru-
ral infrastructure, skill devel-
opment, enterprise develop-

ment and digital technology,” 
Dr Makararavy said.

TSC start-up development 
specialist Khoeurn Saksonita 
added that the Challenge 
Fund will provide grants to 
start-ups in digital agriculture 
value chains to encourage de-
velopment and testing of in-
novative digital applications. 

“It is provide digital literacy, 
encourage the adoption [and 
use of technology,] and link 
innovators to value chain ac-
tors [farmers, traders, and en-
trepreneurs],” she said.

The DASCP is also a part-

nership with commercial 
partners in the private sector 
for the roll-out of applications 
linked to the KAS, she said. 
“We will cooperate with pri-
vate partners, with key chain 
actors and with start-ups to 
solve product and distribu-
tion issues.”

It is also an ecosystem for 
research, building digital re-
silience for agricultural value 
chains and the identification 
of value chain actors’ con-
cerns and needs, which aims 
to shape a favourable digital 
landscape, Saksonita said.

Gov’t rolls out 
platform to 
stimulate rural 
agri-business

Post Staff

SMARTluy Plc, a subsidiary of a Ma-
laysian-owned Smart Axiata Co ltd, a 
leading telecommunications service 
provider in Cambodia, and cash-
less payment platform Pi Pay Plc on 
Monday have completed their merg-
er after receiving approval from the 
National Bank of Cambodia (NBC) 
and the Ministry of Commerce.

Currently, Smart Axiata serves eight 
million subscribers under its ‘Smart’ 
brand, and is part of Malaysian tele-
communications conglomerate Axiata 
Group Bhd. Its network coverage is 99 
per cent of the Kingdom’s population.

Axiata Group said in a filing to Ma-
laysia’s stock exchange Bursa Malay-
sia on Wednesday that it had received 
a notice from the NBC and the min-
istry of the successful application for 
the merger when the legal existence 
of Smartluy terminated and was con-
tinued with Pi Pay as a single entity.

It said: “The cessation of Smartluy 
will not have any material effect on 
the earnings or net assets of the Axi-
ata Group for the financial year end-
ing December 31, 2020.

“The cost of investment of Smart-
luy is $2 million. None of the direc-
tors or major shareholders of Axi-
ata or persons connected with them 
have any interest, direct or indirect, 
in the said cessation.”

Earlier this year, both companies 
opted for a voluntary disclosure of the 
merger that once completed, is expect-
ed to “lead as well as shape the King-
dom’s promising payment ecosystem”.

A joint statement said: “NBC’s swift 
approval process is certainly a big 
boost towards further cementing Pi 

Pay’s leadership position in the digi-
tal payment landscape in Cambodia 
post-merger completion.”

Smartluy employees will join the 
Pi Pay team at the completion of the 
merger, while Smartluy customers, 
agents as well as vendors will mi-
grate to Pi Pay, the statement said.

Existing Smartluy customers will 
be able to transfer their wallet bal-
ances to new Pi Pay accounts before 
the integration phase following the 
completion of the merger, it said.

last month, Pi Pay CEO Tomas 
Pokorny said the merger will provide 
Pi Pay with an array of new opportu-
nities and resources to leverage on.

“With Smart, Pi Pay will be better 
equipped to support the govern-
ment’s agenda of reducing barriers to 
digitalisation and widen digital pay-
ments adoption among consumers as 
well as merchants, including among 
small retail businesses,” he said.

Smart Axiata CEO Thomas Hundt 
said then: “This positive development 
has been envisioned in line with the 
overarching strategy of strengthening 
our digital business portfolio while 
introducing various innovative, life-
style and entertainment value propo-
sitions for our millions of customers.

On the Bursa Malaysia, Axiata 
Group’s share price fell six sen (1.4 uS 
cents) or 1.76 per cent to close at 3.35 
ringgit ($0.78) on Thursday for a mar-
ket capitalisation of 30.72 billion ring-
git, with 1.32 million shares traded.

launched in 2017, Pi Pay has 
quickly expanded its user base to 
nearly 300,000, logging more than 
$350 million in transaction value and 
boasting 4,500 merchant locations 
across the Kingdom.

Smartluy, Pi Pay complete 
merger after gov’t approval

The TSC will shore up the digital platform through the Khmer Agriculture Suite (KAS) of digital applications for the rural economy, which 
comprises an open digital platform, a Challenge Fund and an outreach campaign. HENG CHIVOAN

May Kunmakara

THE General Department of Cus-
toms and Excise’s revenue collection 
plummeted 16.2 per cent to $1.272 
billion in the first half of this year 
from $1.517 billion compared to the 
corresponding period last year.

The global health crisis has pre-
cipitated a global demand and sup-
ply shock which has muted import-
export activity in the Kingdom, 
leading to the lacklustre figures, said 
the department’s director-general 
Kun Nhem.

He said vehicle tax revenue sank 
31.7 per cent and tax collected on 
construction materials shrunk 28.2 
per cent. Meanwhile, tax revenue 
on petrol import gained 5.5 per cent 
and tax collected on other products 
climbed 3.1 per cent.

“By and large a key source of the 
department’s revenue collection, 
vehicle imports experienced a con-
siderable downswing, more nota-
bly in the second quarter of 2020,” 
Nhem said.

He said the value of the Kingdom’s 
imports and exports dipped 9.4 and 7.5 
per cent, respectively. Garments saw a 
7.5 per cent slip in export value, but ag-
ricultural products saw a 14.5 per cent 
rise, with paddy, milled rice and natu-
ral rubber increasing the most.

Nhem said: “The decline in exter-
nal trade volume and slump in cus-
toms and excise revenue in the first 
half of 2020 was a consequence of a 
number of factors, principally the 
spread of Covid-19 which has over-
wrought the domestic market and 
Cambodian export and struck inter-
national trade flows hard.”

Royal Academy of Cambodia 
economics researcher Hong Vanak 

added: “Although our government 
encouraged maintaining the level 
of imports and exports, with em-
phasis on neighbouring countries, 
we still saw that the volume of our 
imports and exports were lower 
than before due to the spread of the 
coronavirus.

“This is bound to affect the coun-
try’s revenue collection as well.

“This may pose a serious issue for 
our country given that revenue from 
customs and excise is even greater 
than revenue collection from taxation.

“We hope that our economy – and 
other economies – reopening will 
remedy our tax collection revenue 
in the second half,” he said.

The largest sources of customs 
and excise revenue were vehicles 
and machinery (accounting for 42.4 
per cent), petroleum and energy 

(21.6 per cent), and other products 
and construction materials (34.7 per 
cent), department data show.

Nhem said: “The General Depart-
ment of Customs and Excise will 
optimise revenue collection in the 
second half to raise to means to sup-
port the country’s economic growth 
during the tough times of the Covid-
19 pandemic.”

last year, Cambodia collected 
some $6 billion in revenue, up more 
than $1.485 billion from the govern-
ment’s $4.56 billion target. Of that, 
the department took in $2.26 billion 
while the General Department of 
Taxation (GDT) netted $2.3 billion.

The GDT collected $1.68407 bil-
lion in tax revenue in the first half 
of this year, up $181.68 million or 12 
per cent compared to the same pe-
riod last year, its data show.

Customs nets $1.3B in first half

The General Department of Customs and Excise collected nearly $1.3 billion in revenue 
in the first half of this year. FRESH NEWS



Sangeetha Amarthalingam

T
HE real estate sector is 
in the doldrums. Low 
foreign investments 
and pending projects 

are expected to slow growth 
by five to six per cent this year 
compared to 10 to 15 per cent a 
year ago, said Cambodia Valu-
ers and Estate Agents Associa-
tion president Chrek Soknim.

“This could be the new nor-
mal for the sector which relies 
heavily on foreign investment 
[to expand],” he said.

Since the start of 2020, some 
68 per cent of high rise con-
dominium projects were sus-
pended while the rest experi-
enced delays, Soknim said in 
a previous interview.

This phenomenon has an in-
direct effect on the economy.

High-rise condominium 
projects essentially made up 
the latest construction boom, 
the World Bank said in its lat-
est economic update, warn-
ing that the end of the boom 
on the back of the pandemic 
could have a relatively muted 
impact on jobs.

“The Covid-19 outbreak has 
resulted in unprecedented de-
mand shocks, while the prop-
erty market already appears 
well-saturated after almost a 
decade-long [of] construction 
and real estate boom,” it said.

Worldbridge International 
Group founder and chairman 
Rithy Sear acknowledged 
a marked slowdown in the 
condominium sector on the 
onset of the pandemic, but 
there has been an uptrend 
beginning June.

“We believe the market will 
stabilise and supply will not 
change significantly for the 
next few years,” said the de-
veloper who pioneered afford-
able housing in Cambodia.

Economist Chheng Kim-
long expects recovery to pre-

Covid-19 levels to take up two 
years or more.

Although, he noted that in 
recent months, foreign di-
rect investments from China, 
South Korea and Taiwan, 
as well as wealthier ASEAN 
member countries have con-
tinued despite the pandemic.

“The investments are a re-
assurance that the sector re-
mains attractive for investors 
who are captivated by the 
[presently] low land lease rates, 
generally low land prices, and 

conducive terms on loans and 
interest repayments,” he said.

In the meantime, sub-issues 
will dictate the new normal in 
the sector, CBRE Cambodia 
senior director James Hodge 
pointed out.

Like other sectors, real estate 
has been impacted by the pan-
demic and investors, develop-
ers and occupiers continue to 
adjust to the changes.

The adjustments that are be-
ing seen in the real estate sector 
vary by the industry with an im-

pact that is visible. For instance, 
the office space sector is af-
fected by the need to prioritise 
employee safety and health.

“What that means is in-
creased focus on social dis-
tancing measures and even 
a re-think of the workplace 
strategy, to allow for remote 
working and better technol-
ogy enablement.

“Every real estate sector has 
been influenced in some way 
by Covid-19, and are facing 
short-term challenges as well 

as the need to adjust for the 
longer term,” said Hodge.

The mature market mark
For some 10 years now, the 

sector grouped together with 
construction has been the 
largest among four economic 
pillars which maintained the 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
at an average seven per cent.

Investments grew exponen-
tially, driven mostly by Chinese 
investors, which helped to raise 
the profile and landscape of the 
country, and inadvertently the 
land price, particularly where 
mixed developments and pub-
lic infrastructure projects were 
concerned.

From 2005 to June 2020, 
114 out of 1,945 five-storey 
and above projects featured 
30 to 39-storey towers, while 
46 comprised 40-storey sky-
scrapers.

Based on World Bank’s data, 
over 50 per cent of total for-
eign direct investment (FDI) 
originated from the greater 
China region (Hong Kong and 
Taiwan) in recent years, half 
of which was apportioned for 
the real estate and construc-
tion sector.

In 2019, the sector received 
the largest share of 51 per 
cent of total approved FDIs-
valued at $3.5 billion, with 
43 per cent of that coming 
from China.

In the first half of this year, 
Land Management, Urban 
Planning  and Construction-
Ministry showed that ap-
proved construction projects 
rose 13.3 per cent year-on-year 
to 2,522 construction projects 
with a total capital investment 
of $3.8 billion.

Out of that, 2,097 projects 
were residential ($1.8 billion), 
220 commercial, 36 borey proj-
ects (gated community), 45 
factories and 19 hotel projects.

Anthony Galliano, CEO of 
Cambodia Investment Man-
agement, said while Chi-
nese investors have provided 
short-term support for the 
Kingdom’s real estate market, 
it will likely be insufficient to 
halt an unpleasant deteriora-
tion in liquidity, rental prices, 
and real estate values, that 
can be quite substantial if the 
Covid-19 impact persists.

He felt that globally there is 
a sense of false optimism that 
the coronavirus economic ef-
fect has moderated and that 
economies will vigorously re-
bound, even though the Covid-
19 effect and its economic con-
sequences are still haunting 
key global economic centres 
such as the US and India.

Galliano said the real estate 
market in the Kingdom may 
have finally hit the maturing 
market mark on the trajec-
tory, rather than an emerging 
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The new normal – Taking stock of 

Cambodia’s real estate sector

Construction boom on the back of Covid-19 could have a relatively muted impact on jobs. Heng cHivoan

as the Kingdom’s largest economic sector comes to terms with the effects of covid-19, industry 
players contemplate the changes it has to contend with till the economy recovers

FDI Inflow into Cambodia Real Estate Sector in 2019
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market, as pertains to the main 
cities of Phnom Penh, Siha-
noukville, and Siem Reap.

“Investors would be bet-
ter off placing money on the 
table by investing in land, 
especially in the outer prov-
inces; provided titling is se-
cure, which is still on offer at 
reasonable prices.

“The main city commercial 
and residential sectors may 
be headed towards an acute 
downward price adjustment, 
with saturation in supply and 
heightened drop in demand,” 
he added.

Traditionally, the sector is 
divided into residential and 
commercial. Transactions in 
the overall residential seg-
ment have been slow but 
there has been a slight uptick 
in the domestic market re-
cently.

However, the commercial 
segment continues to languish, 
particularly Grade A office 
space, priced above $25,000 for 
a unit, Soknim said.

“Grade A office space is of-
ten preferred by international 
companies but lack of inves-
tors in the present period 
has resulted in vacancies. 
Some property owners have 
reduced the price to match 
Grade B office spaces [$10,000 
to $15,000],” Soknim said.

In its 2020 second quar-
ter (2Q20) report titled `How 
bad is the real estate market’s 
cold?’, CBRE Cambodia stated 
that five new projects consist-
ing four Grade C buildings and 
one Grade B office space were 
completed, providing 27,100 
square metres.

Over the quarter, the av-
erage occupancy rate saw a 
downward adjustment of 4.5 
per cent, primarily due to 
new supply in the market and 
lack of transactional activity 
outside of lease renewals.

By the end of 2020, the mar-
ket expects another 64,000 
square metres spread over 
three grades.

Substantial pricing pressure
In May, the World Bank 

highlighted a potential rise 
in non-performing loans 
(NPLs), whether in mortgages 
or credit to the construction 
and real estate sector.

It noted that the share of 
outstanding bank credit fi-
nancing to the combined 
construction, real estate, 
and mortgage businesses 
amounted to 31.1 per cent or 
$7.7 billion (28.6 per cent of 

GDP) by end-2019.
This concern was also 

flagged by global ratings firm 
Moody’s Investors Service 
Inc in its latest credit report, 
although it mentioned that 
mortgage lending, which is 
backed by fundamental de-
mand, is usually associated 
with lower NPLs.

Still, a significant rise in 
credit growth to the real estate 
and construction sectors is at 
particular risk of a slowdown.

Growth in lending to the sec-
tors was driven by rapid ex-
pansion in the condominium 
sector since 2014, fuelled by in-
terest from foreign purchases 
in China, Singapore, Taiwan, 
Malaysia, Korea and Japan.

“It is likely predominantly 
speculative, particularly in 
the high-end or luxury con-
dominium sector where sup-
ply is projected to increase. 
Any sharp decline in prices is 
likely to be triggered by gen-
erally weaker economic con-
ditions abroad, particularly 
in China. Such a reversal in 
construction activity could 
have adverse implications for 
the real economy, including 
through impacts on employ-
ment,” the report said.

Acknowledging the poten-
tial rise of NPLs, Kimlong said 
the government and real es-
tate developers should man-
age the risks of loan defaults 
by individual borrowers in the 
real estate and construction 
sector, although the National 
Bank of Cambodia claimed 
that they are manageable.

Hodge concurred, adding 
that the figures on the trajec-
tory of NPLs for the second 
quarter would be more tell-
ing as it is the quarter that the 
pandemic’s economic impact 
started to be felt.

Meanwhile, the correction 
in pricing as predicted by 
Moody’s is already apparent, 
proven in CBRE’s research 
where rents and prices dis-
played a negative trajectory 
across the sector in 2Q20.

Quarter-on-quarter (QoQ), 
the market witnessed a further 
downward correction of sales 
prices in both the mid-range 
and high-end segments.

The mid-range sales prices 
weakened by 4.6 per cent while 
the high-end sector adjusted 
downward by four per cent.

However, the affordable 
sector held steady with an 
adjustment of only -0.65 per 
cent, bringing the average 
sales price in the segment to 
$1,539 per square metre.

“There was a rise in the 
number of short-term dis-
counts offered by developers 
this quarter, as well as some 
softening in negotiations 
which have widened the gap 
between quoting and achieved 
prices,” CBRE wrote.

Galliano said pressure over 
the condominium segment is 
a result of high dependence 
on foreign buyers whereas 
the commercial market is 
partially underpinned by 
FDIs establishing a presence 
and requiring real estate for 
corporate investment.

Until there is a return to a 
degree of normalcy and a hint 
of rebound, real estate will 
be under substantial pricing 
pressure as a result of falter-
ing global economies and 
lack of mobility of real estate 
buyers and businessmen.

“Foreign businesses are 
playing a waiting game before 
entering closed or locked-
down markets, effectively 
resulting in economic inertia 
for FDI in these countries, 

with exception to large cor-
porate expansion,” he said.

How bad is the real estate 
market’s cold?

CBRE’s Hodge said financ-
ing is likely to become tighter 
as risks have increased and 
this could add to the sector’s 
stress as it moves towards the 
second half of 2020.

The impact varies con-
siderably depending on the 
sector and sub-market that 
is considered, so one cannot 
say that the pandemic has af-
fected everyone equally.

“For instance, investments 
which are attractive to do-
mestic buyers remain largely 
robust but the difficulties of 
international travel and the 
significant impacts on export 
markets and consumers are 
affecting a range of industries 
and sectors.

“Therefore, we can expect 
some further softening of pric-
es as developers and landlords 
compete for investors and oc-
cupiers,” Hodge opined.

Having said that, the impact 
of the pandemic is ongoing 
which makes the situation 
unclear over how much real 
estate markets are adjusting 
as a result of it.

“[However] this stage in the 
cycle will also present many 
parties with an opportunity, 
allowing them to access the 
market at lower price points 
and potentially help drive 
innovation in the sector,” 
Hodge said.

Whatever the outcome, one 
thing is for sure - the new nor-
mal for 2021 to 2023 will be 
dotted with fewer high-rise 
buildings and few construction 
projects, until the global econ-
omy returns to normal post-
Covid-19, Kimlong mused.

 Approved FDI project values
(percent of  total, 2019)

Source: Cambodian authorities and World Bank staff estimates
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INDIA and the Eu on Wednes-
day resolved to combat terror-
ism in all its forms and manifes-
tations, including its financing, 
and counter radicalisation as the 
two sides signed a civil nuclear 
cooperation agreement and 
endorsed a roadmap to further 
strengthen their strategic part-
nership over the next five years.

At the 15th India-Eu Summit 
held via video conferencing, 
Indian Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi gave a clarion call to 
all democratic countries to 
come together to deal with 
new economic challenges in 
the post-Covid-19 world.

Briefing reporters on the 
summit, Vikas Swarup, Secre-
tary (West) in the Ministry 
External Affairs, confirmed 
that the ongoing border ten-
sions with China and that 
Pakistan’s continued support 
to terrorism against India fig-
ured during the summit.

The Eu was represented by 
European Council president 
Charles Michel and European 
Commission president ursula 
von der leyen.

Asked if there was any dis-
cussion between the two sides 
on the Bilateral Trade and 
Investment Agreement (BITA) 
which was being negotiated 
for over a decade, Swarup said 
both sides had committed 
themselves to take forward the 
negotiations expeditiously 
and arrive at a consensus.

In his address, Modi said he 
wanted the India-Eu relation-
ship to strengthen further and 
was working towards this.

“We must work on a long-
term strategic perspective. We 
must also build an action-
oriented agenda which can be 
implemented. India and the 
Eu are natural partners. Our 
partnership is useful for peace 
in the world.”

Highlighting that both India 
and the Eu share universal 
values like democracy, plural-
ism, inclusiveness, respect for 
international institutions, 
multilateralism, freedom and 
transparency, he made a strong 
pitch for even stronger rela-
tions between the two sides, 
particularly in the post-Covid-
19 era. He lamented the fact 
that Europe had to bear the 
brunt of the pandemic.

Noting that India has sent 
medicines to nearly 150 coun-
tries, he stressed that the coun-
try’s pharma companies could 
contribute to the global attempt 
to deal with the pandemic.

The agreement on civil nucle-
ar cooperation between the 
European Atomic Energy Com-
munity and the Indian authori-
ties will focus on collaboration 
between Eu research pro-
grammes on new ways of using 
nuclear energy and similar 
activities on the Indian side, 
officials said. THE STATESMAN (INDIA)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

China warns 
of retaliation 
for uS ‘HK act’
C

HINA condemned the 
uS on Wednesday 
after uS President 
Donald Trump signed 

the “Hong Kong Autonomy 
Act” into law, and said it will 
take countermeasures to safe-
guard its legitimate interests.

The Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs said in an online state-
ment that sanctions would be 
imposed against relevant uS 
individuals and entities.

The act slams the National Se-
curity law for Hong Kong and 
threatens to place sanctions 
on China, which is a violation 
of international law and basic 
norms governing international 
relations and constitutes gross 
violations of China’s domestic 
affairs, the ministry said.

Hong Kong affairs are purely 
China’s internal affairs and 
admit no foreign interference, 
the statement said, adding 
that Beijing urges Washington 
to correct its mistakes, refrain 
from implementing the act 
and stop any interference in 
Hong Kong affairs and other 
domestic affairs of China.

The liaison Office of the 
Central People’s Govern-
ment in the Hong Kong Spe-
cial Administrative Region 
(HKSAR) said on Wednesday 
that Washington’s meddling 

in Hong Kong affairs and its 
threat are acts of “bullying” 
driven by “hegemonic logic”.

The office said in a state-
ment that no external forces 
will undermine China’s re-
solve and confidence in safe-
guarding its national sover-
eignty and security as well as 
the long-term prosperity and 
stability of the HKSAR.

uS economic sanctions will 
not substantially affect Hong 
Kong, but instead will severely 
dampen its own interests in 
the region, it said.

The Hong Kong and Ma-
cao Affairs Office of the State 
Council also expressed strong 
indignation. It said in a state-
ment that the National Secu-
rity law for Hong Kong has 
taken effect and will be imple-
mented rigorously.

Any act that endangers na-
tional security will be seriously 
punished without regard for 
external opinions, it said, add-
ing that uS attempts to block 
the law’s implementation will 
never succeed.

The HKSAR government on 
Wednesday said it will fully 
cooperate with the central 
government in taking coun-
termeasures to frustrate uS at-
tempts at hegemony.

The uS moves, using human 

rights, democracy and autono-
my as an excuse, are a product 
of its own political calculations, 
the HKSAR government said, 
and the act constitutes a viola-
tion of international law and 
an attempt to make trouble in 
Hong Kong and contain China.

The HKSAR government 
said the uS law and presiden-
tial order ending Washing-
ton’s preferential treatment 
for Hong Kong have no legal 
force for the financial institu-
tions of Hong Kong.

Political leaders, legal ex-
perts and scholars in Hong 
Kong and the Chinese main-
land also slammed the so-
called “Hong Kong Autonomy 

Act” as arrogant.
Hong Kong Executive Coun-

cil member Regina Ip lau 
Sukyee said the sanctions are 
meant to retaliate for the Na-
tional Security law for Hong 
Kong and deliberately distort 
the city’s constitutional status.

Tian Feilong, an associate 
professor at the law School of 
Beihang university, said the 
Sino-British joint Declaration 
doesn’t form the constitution-
al foundation of Hong Kong, 
and that’s where the uS didn’t 
have a correct understanding 
of the city’s autonomy under 
the “one country, two sys-
tems” principle.

The act, a zero-sum tactic, 

will backfire and harm uS 
economic interests, including 
uS companies doing business 
with the city, Tian said.

Fabio Massimo Parenti, an 
Italian professor and geopo-
litical expert, said the sanc-
tions and the act constitute 
“unbelievable” political inter-
ference in another country’s 
internal affairs.

Parenti, a professor at China 
Foreign Affairs university, said 
if the roles were reversed, and 
China had approved a law in-
cluding international repercus-
sions for the uS in response to 
social injustice against its mi-
norities, there would be pan-
demonium. CHINA DAILY/ANN

Twitter hit by hack targeting high-profile users
THE official Twitter accounts 
of Apple Inc, Elon Musk, jeff 
Bezos and others were hijacked 
on Wednesday by scammers 
trying to dupe people into 
sending cryptocurrency bit-
coin, in a massive hack.

The list of accounts comman-
deered simultaneously grew 
rapidly to include joe Biden, 
Barack Obama, uber Technolo-
gies Inc, Microsoft Corp co-
founder Bill Gates, bitcoin spe-
ciality firms and many others.

“We are aware of a security 
incident impacting accounts 
on Twitter,” the messaging 
service said in a tweet.

“We are investigating and 
taking steps to fix it. We will 
update everyone shortly.”

The Biden campaign said 
Twitter locked down the 
hacked account quickly and 
removed the bogus tweet.

Twitter disabled the ability to 
tweet from validated accounts, 
those with the official blue 
checkmarks, for about two 
hours while working on a fix.

“Most accounts should be 
able to Tweet again,” the Twitter 
support team said in an evening 
update of the situation.

“As we continue working on 
a fix, this functionality may 
come and go. We’re working to 

get things back to normal as 
quickly as possible.”

The duplicitous posts, which 
were largely deleted, were fired 
off from the array of high-pro-
file accounts telling people 
they had 30 minutes to send 
$1,000 in bitcoin in order to be 
sent back twice as much.

“This is a SCAM, DO NOT 
participate!” Gemini crypto-
currency exchange co-founder 
Cameron Winklevoss warned 
from his official account on 
Twitter.

“This is the same attack/
takeover that other major 
crypto twitter accounts are 

experiencing. Be vigilant!”
 The site Blockchain.com, 

which monitors transactions 
made in cryptocurrencies, said 
a total of 12.58 bitcoins, worth 
almost $116,000, had been sent 
to the email addresses men-
tioned in the fraudulent tweets.

The tweet that appeared on 
Musk’s Twitter feed said: “Hap-
py Wednesday! I am giving 
back Bitcoin to all of my fol-
lowers. I am doubling all pay-
ments sent to the Bitcoin 
address below. you send 0.1 
BTC, I send 0.2 BTC back!”

It added that the offer was 
“only going on for 30 minutes”.

The fake messages that 
appeared on the accounts of 
other famous personalities 
made similar promises of 
instant riches.

The scammers also hacked 
accounts belonging to ride-
share heavyweight uber, as 
well as those belonging to bit-
coin trading companies.

The account of uS President 
Donald Trump, which has 
more than 83 million follow-
ers, was not hacked.

“Given the accounts that got 
hacked more recently [such as 
Apple, uber, Gates, Musk], I 
am now leaning towards this 
being an internal compromise 
of a Twitter system, not an API 
[application programming 
interface] attack from a social 
aggregator service,” bitcoin 
authority and author Andreas 
Antonopoulos said in a tweet 
from his @aantonop account.

Rachel Tobac of cybersecu-
rity firm SocialProof Security 
llC theorised that hackers got 
control of a Twitter employee’s 
administrative access to “take 
over a prominent account and 
tweet on their behalf”.

As evening arrived on Twitter 
home turf in San Francisco, 
the company continued to 
investigate what happened.

A version of the scam invited 
people to click on a link at which 
they would be exploited.

“All major crypto Twitter 
accounts have been compro-
mised,” Winklevoss warned in 
a tweet.

Among the hacked accounts 
was @gemini used by the cryp-
to-exchange, said his twin 
brother and co-founder Tyler 
Winklevoss.

“@Gemini’s twitter account, 
along with a number of other 
crypto twitter accounts, has 
been hacked,” Tyler Win-
klevoss said in a tweet.

BitTorrent Inc CEO justin 
Sun is offering a $1 million 
reward for finding the Twitter 
hackers and bringing them to 
justice, media reports said.

Twitter has been target by 
hackers in the past.

In March 2017, the accounts 
of Amnesty International, the 
French economics ministry 
and the BBC’s North America 
service were broken into by 
hackers believed to have been 
loyal to Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

last August, a series of insult-
ing or racist messages were 
posted on the personal account 
of Twitter founder jack Dorsey 
without his knowledge. AFP

India, Eu 
vow to fight 
terror, ink 
nuke deal

The Hong Kong government said it will fully cooperate with the central government in taking 
countermeasures to frustrate US attempts at hegemony. XINHUA NEWS AGENCY

The official Twitter accounts of Apple, Elon Musk, Jeff Bezos and others 
were hijacked by scammers. AFP



LONG-STANDING corruption 
in Indonesia’s natural resourc-
es sector could worsen the 
climate crisis and hurt the 
country’s efforts in mitigating 
it and adapting to the ensuing 
changes, an anti-corruption 
activist has said.

Indonesia Corruption Watch 
(ICW) researcher Egi Primay-
ogha said widespread corrup-
tion in the uncontrolled ex-
ploitation of natural resources 
could lead to greater use of dirty 
energy through burning coal as 
well as greater environmental 
damage, such as deforestation.

He said at a discussion on 
Tuesday: “This will hamper 
our transition to renewable 
energy sources.”

Indonesia has been work-
ing to reduce deforestation in 
the remaining tracts of tropi-
cal rainforest.

Tropical rainforests are im-
portant natural “lungs” that 
adsorb and store carbon and 
other greenhouse gases that 
are responsible for the plan-
et’s increasing temperature.

The country is also moving 
toward the increased use of 
renewable energies and phas-
ing out fossil fuels.

Egi added that natural re-
source management in the 
country was still prone to graft in 
many areas, in particular licens-
ing, spatial planning and moni-
toring corporate adherence to 
environmental regulations.

He highlighted that bribery 
was still rampant in licens-
ing, with companies brib-
ing regional leaders with the 
authority to issue business 
permits for natural resource 
exploration and exploitation.

Supian Hadi, the regent of 
East Kotawaringin in Central 
Kalimantan, was named as a 
corruption suspect early last 
year for alleged abuse of pow-
er in issuing business licences 
to three mining companies in 
2010-2012.

The Corruption Eradication 
Commission (KPK) estimat-
ed that the bribery case had 
caused state losses of more 
than 5.8 trillion rupiah ($396 
million) in revenue from baux-
ite production, as well as from 
the environmental damage 
caused by mining activities.

Graft has also marred spa-
tial planning in natural re-
source management, with 
companies bribing officials 
to illicitly convert forests into 
mines or plantations.

For example, the KPK pros-
ecuted former Riau governor 
Annas Maamun for accept-

ing over 1.5 billion rupiah in 
bribes from companies that 
converted forest areas in 
three regencies into oil palm 
plantations.

Annas was sentenced to 
seven years in prison in 2015 
but was granted clemency 
by President Joko “Jokowi” 
Widodo in November. The 
graft reportedly caused five 
billion rupiah in state losses.

Egi added that corruption 
had also contributed to the 
poor monitoring of business-
es’ environmental responsi-
bilities, such as mine recla-
mation, as well as losses to 
the state from unpaid taxes, 
royalties and other tariffs.

Mining companies are man-
dated under a 2010 government 
regulation on mine reclamation 
to submit their environmental 
restoration plan when they ap-
ply for the mining permit.

The latest research by the 
Mining Advocacy Network 
(Jatam) shows that at least 
3,092 open-pit mines had not 
been reclaimed as of April. 
Jatam also estimated that at 
least 143 people, mostly chil-
dren, had been killed in acci-
dents linked to mining pits.

Egi said: “There is a problem 
with weak supervision due 
to the lack of will among law 
enforcers and officials in [con-
ducting] surveillance. We sus-
pect collusion between min-
ing companies and officials.”

The recent political move by 
the House of Representative 
in passing the revised Mining 
Law had also benefited min-
ing companies, he said.

Egi pointed to Article 169A 
of the revised law, which he 
said allowed miners to re-
sume operations at their 
mining concessions under a 
special mining permit (IUPK) 
instead of a contract of work.

The revision would also al-
low seven coal miners that are 
subsidiaries of large conglom-
erates to extend their mining 
contracts, meaning that coal 
production would continue 
despite the country’s target to 
achieve a 23 per cent renew-
able energy mix by 2025.

KPK deputy chair Lili Pintauli 
Siregar asserted the anti-graft 
body’s commitment in eradi-
cating corruption in the natu-
ral resources sector through 
its National Movement to Save 
Natural Resources (GNP-SDA), 
which had been producing 
research-based policy recom-
mendations since it launched 
the initiative in 2009. THE JAKARTA 
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Metro Manila to stay locked 
under GCQ until end of July
W

ITH the continuous in-
crease in confirmed Covid-
19 cases in the Philippines, 
President Rodrigo Duterte 

has opted to once again extend the gen-
eral community quarantine (GCQ) over 
Metro Manila until July 31.

Duterte’s spokesman Harry Roque an-
nounced on Wednesday night that Du-
terte “agreed” to keep Metro Manila un-
der GCQ after a “lengthy discussion” with 
members of the Inter-Agency Task Force 
for the Management of Emerging Infec-
tious Diseases (IATF) and experts from 
the University of the Philippines (UP).

Roque said Duterte initially agreed to re-
turn Metro Manila to the more stringent 
modified enhanced community quarantine 
(MECQ) as proposed by the UP to curtail the 
further spread of the respiratory disease.

However, Roque said Duterte changed 
his mind after Covid-19 response chief 
implementer Carlito Galvez and Secre-
tary of the Interior and Local Govern-
ment Eduardo Ano appealed to keep 
Metro Manila under GCQ, which has 
been its status for six weeks now, citing 
the promise of the region’s mayors to im-
plement stricter enforcement of health 
protocols and quarantine restrictions.

He said: “So the president agreed not 
to put Metro Manila again under MECQ 
for the next two weeks.

“But it was clear from the discussion 
that the spread of Covid in Metro Manila 
has not slowed down. It’s possible that it 
would return to MECQ after two weeks.”

Secretary of Health Francisco Duque III 
said the country’s case doubling time – or 
the time it takes for new cases to increase 
two-fold – is now between eight and 12 
days, way better from the 2.5 days during 
the initial phase of the pandemic.

Duque also cited the improved mortal-
ity doubling time, which he said was now 
under the “moderate risk” classification.

But there has been a continued rise 
in Covid-19 cases nationwide – which 
health authorities attributed largely to 
the country’s improved testing capacity 
and the increased contact among the 
population as a result of the relaxation 
of quarantine measures to reopen the 
pandemic-battered economy.

Meanwhile, Philippine police are be-
ing deployed to ensure people who test 
positive for the coronavirus and cannot 
self-isolate at home are taken to state-run 
quarantine centres, sparking warnings on 
Wednesday of potential rights violations.

The move comes as authorities step 

up efforts to slow the rapid spread of the 
disease by increasing testing, re-impos-
ing lockdowns, and building dozens of 
quarantine centres to isolate patients 
with mild symptoms.

To clamp down on local transmission, 
police are accompanying health workers 
to the homes of people who have tested 
positive and taking them to government 
facilities if their homes are considered in-
adequate for self-isolation or if they live 
with “vulnerable” people, officials said.

Defending forced quarantine as legal, 
Roque said: “We prefer that the asymp-
tomatics and the mild cases voluntarily 
surrender and confine themselves in 
isolation centres.

“It’s a paid-for vacation in an air-con-
ditioned facility. It’s not as if they are go-
ing to . . . the gulag and to the jails.”

Ano had sparked an outcry on Tues-
day when he said police would search 
for infected people and threatened im-
prisonment for anyone who tried to hide 
Covid-19 symptoms.

“House-to-house police searches have led 
to thousands of gruesome killings in the gov-
ernment’s sham drug war,” said local rights 
group Karapatan, referring to Duterte’s con-
troversial campaign against drugs.

“These searches would only intimidate 
patients and their families – and what are 
the police going to do when patients refuse 
to come with them, shoot them dead?”

The National Union of Peoples’ Law-

yers said it would “sow fear in our com-
munities and trample on our rights”.

The police on Wednesday appeared to row 
back on Ano’s comments, saying officers 
would serve as a “last resort” to get people 
with the virus into quarantine centres.

“We will not, on our own, knock on the 
doors of individual houses,” Guillermo 
Eleazar, police deputy chief for opera-
tions, told a local radio station.

“We will accompany the town’s local 
task force against Covid-19 led by health 
workers.”

To handle the growing number of 
cases, the government plans to build 50 
quarantine facilities, Secretary of Pub-
lic Works and Highways Mark Villar an-
nounced on Monday.

Villar on Wednesday said he had tested 
positive for the virus.

The Philippines already has more than 
8,300 quarantine centres with over 73,000 
beds. The average utilisation rate is 32 per 
cent, Department of Health figures show.

The country has had 10 consecutive 
days of over 1,000 newly reported cases, a 
significant number of which were record-
ed in Metro Manila, which remains as the 
epicentre of the contagion in the country.

To date, there are 58,850 Covid-19 cas-
es nationwide, of whom nearly half, or 
29,015, are in Metro Manila.

Meanwhile, 20,976 patients have so far 
recovered and 1,614 have died. PHILIPPINE 

DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK, AFP

Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte has opted to once again extend the general community 
quarantine (GCQ) over Metro Manila until July 31. PIXABAY

Indonesia has been working to reduce deforestation in the remaining 
tracts of tropical rainforest. AFP

VIETNAM has loaned almost 
337 trillion dong ($14.5 bil-
lion) to more than 12 million 
households nationwide un-
der the social policy credit 
programme over the past five 
years, helping improve local 
lives and reduce poverty, Viet-
nam Bank for Social Policies 
(VBSP) figures show.

The statistics were revealed 
on Wednesday at a telecon-
ference which reviewed the 
five-year implementation of 
the Secretariat’s Directive No 
40 on promoting the Party’s 
leadership in social policy 
loans.

Thanks to the loan poli-
cy implemented since late 
2014, more than 2.1 million 
households have escaped 
poverty. The percentage of 
poor households in multidi-
mensional poverty fell from 
9.88 per cent in 2015 to under 
three per cent this year.

The Party Central Commit-
tee’s Economic Commission 
head Nguyen Van Binh said: 
“Vietnam has accomplished 
UN Millennium Development 
Goals and has become a role 
model of poverty reduction 
and hunger alleviation for 
other developing countries.”

Among Vietnam’s socio-
economic development poli-
cies, social policy loans are 
seen as innovative and hu-
mane solutions relevant to 
the country’s practical situa-
tion, he said.

He added that the secretari-
at’s directive which was issued 
in November 2014 on promot-
ing the Party’s leadership in 
social policy loans shows the 
special attention of the Party 
towards poor people.

“The social policy credit is an 
important key to the national 
target programme on sustain-
able poverty reduction. It has 

provided huge loans to poor 
people,” Binh said.

Over the past five years, 
nearly 346,000 students ac-
cessed the loans to continue 
studying while more than 1.5 
million gained employment, 
including 24,000 labourers 
going abroad to work.

More than 7.3 million water 
supply and hygienic works in 
rural areas and nearly 142,000 
houses for households and 
other beneficiaries were con-
structed.

So far all localities nation-
wide have collaborated with 
the VBSP to provide the loans.

Tran Quoc Vuong, a stand-
ing member of the Party Cen-
tral Committee’s Secretariat, 
praised local authorities, the 
Vietnam Fatherland Front, 
State Bank of Vietnam and 
VBSP for effective implemen-
tation of Directive 40.

However, sustainable pov-

erty reduction remains a chal-
lenge amid rapid internation-
al integration. Vietnam faces 
risks of re-impoverishment 
due to natural disasters. State 
budget on poverty reduction 
is limited compared to in-
creasing demands of the poor 
and other beneficiaries.

He urged more effective 
implementation of social 
policy loans to support poor 
and disadvantaged people in 
the context of diseases and 
climate change which have 
affected local production 
and livelihoods, especially 
those from ethnic minority 
groups and living in moun-
tainous remote areas in 
northern and Mekong Delta 
provinces.

He highlighted the impor-
tance of mobilising sources 
from businesses and social or-
ganisations in providing loans. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Millions exit poverty via social policy loans

Graft in resources 
sector could ‘hurt’ 
climate initiatives
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Opinion

T
HE ocean provides 
humans with many 
valuable live-sus-
taining resources. Its 

global economic value of $24 
trillion dwarfs the largest 
sovereign wealth funds 
owned by Norway, the united 
Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia 
and China, which total $3.1 
trillion, according to the 
World Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF) and Boston Consult-
ing Group in 2015. 

The ocean’s economic val-
ue derives from marine living 
resources at $6.9 trillion, 
shipping lanes at $5.2 trillion, 
the productive coastline at 
$7.8 trillion and carbon 
absorption at $4.3 trillion.

However, the vastness of the 
ocean also creates challenges 
to monitor and enforce all 
activities taking place in it. 
The ocean’s economic value is 
dwindling rapidly due to hab-
itat destruction, pollution, 
impacts of climate change 
and overfishing. The Food 
Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) found in its latest 
report that 34.2 per cent of 
the global fish stock had been 
overfished, up from 31.4 per 
cent and 33.1 per cent in 2016 
and 2018 respectively.

Furthermore, one in every 
five fish found in the market 
is likely to be illegally caught 
or unreported, making ille-
gal, unreported and unregu-
lated (Iuu) fishing one of the 
primary drivers of overfish-
ing as Sjarief Widjaja et al say 
in their report Iuu Fishing 
and Associated Drivers 
(2020).

The lucrative potential of 
the fisheries sector is appeal-
ing to many. Some business 
players have taken advantage 
of lax monitoring on the 
ocean to reap maximum 
profit by engaging in Iuu 
fishing. Worse, law enforce-
ment officers across the 
globe have often found 
crimes that were associated 
with Iuu fishing, such as 
human rights abuses, human 
trafficking, document forgery 
and tax evasion.

Vessels involved in this 
crime often use forged 

licences and registrations 
documents, and flags of con-
venience to obscure the ben-
eficial owners. The owners 
often cloak themselves in 
shell companies and com-
plex ownership structures. 
They also employ cheap 
labour, who are recruited 
through deception, and 
abuse them physically and 
mentally.

These crimes are commit-
ted in an organised manner 
by actors from various 
nationalities. This fits the 

definition of transnational 
organised crime (TOC) under 
the uN Convention Against 
Transnational Organised 
Crime adopted in 2000.

Following these findings, 
governments and experts 
have been pushing for the 
acknowledgment of the con-
nection between Iuu fishing 
and TOC and encourage 
countries to take necessary 
actions against Iuu fishing.

Evidence of TOC in the 
fishing industry can be found 

in several cases in Indonesia. 
In 2015-2019, Indonesia suc-
cessfully ended the opera-
tions of three notorious fish-
ing vessels. All three vessels 
committed TOC to support 
their Iuu fishing operations.

FV Viking, apprehended in 
2016, was owned by a Span-
ish national through shell 
companies run by an Austral-
ian national and a Singapo-
rean financier. FV Viking was 
identified to have committed 
criminal offences, including 
countless forgery of docu-

ments to support illegal fish-
ing operations in Southern 
Atlantic waters.

Other examples are MV 
Andrey Dolgov and MV Nika, 
which are connected to a 
Russian national domiciled 
in South Korea who orches-
trated similar crimes as FV 
Viking.

In 2015, Indonesia also 
dealt with gross human 
rights abuses committed by 
fishing companies affiliated 
with Thai owners in Benjina.

The successes stemmed 
from political will and strong 
leadership shown by the gov-
ernment to combat fisheries 
crime. Indonesia also man-
aged to build strong coopera-
tion with international part-
ners, notably Interpol and 
likeminded countries. In 
investigating FV Viking, Indo-
nesia and Norway established 
a Multilateral Investigative 
Support Team (Mist), which 
enabled a joint investigation.

In handling MV Andrey 
Dolgov and MV Nika, Indo-
nesia took advantage of 
Interpol’s Regional Investiga-
tive and Analytical Case 
Meeting (RIACM). Through 
this mechanism, Indonesia 
and Interpol managed to 
gather enforcement officers 
from Australia, South Korea, 
the uS and Panama to take 
enforcement measures in 
various jurisdictions.

TOC in fisheries massively 
drain marine living resourc-
es, undermines human 
rights, mocks legitimate fish-
eries business environment, 
and threatens maritime secu-
rity. These practices can still 
be found today.

During the Covid-19 pan-
demic, illegal fishing is likely 
to escalate as a result of 
reduced monitoring at sea, 

especially in the Africa and 
Asia regions.

Countries must therefore 
develop a shared under-
standing of TOC in fisheries 
and formally support the 
2018 International Declara-
tion Against Transnational 
Organised Crime in the Glo-
bal Fishing Industry (the 
Copenhagen Declaration). To 
date, only 28 countries have 
signed the declaration.

Based on our experience, 
political will, strong govern-
ment leadership, interagency 
cooperation and internation-
al cooperation are the pre-
requisites for effective 
enforcement against fisheries 
crimes. These elements shall 
be complemented with 
strong laws that adopt corpo-
rate criminal liability with 
severe criminal punishments 
and extraterritorial principles 
to ensnare perpetrators 
abroad.

Governments should also 
consider prohibiting registers 
for foreign fishing vessels to 
operate in their waters to 
combat fisheries crimes.

Closing access for foreign 
fishing vessels has had posi-
tive impacts on Indonesia. 
The country enjoyed a boost 
in fish stock from 7.3 million 
tonnes in 2013 to 12.54 
tonnes in 2017, and the fish-
ermen savour economic 
improvement. The tax reve-
nue from the fisheries sector 
neared $138 million in 
December last year.

Banning foreign fishing 
vessels from operating in 
sovereign waters, including 
Exclusive Economic Zones, 
will contribute significantly 
to the prevention of fisheries 
crimes and to drive sustaina-
ble fisheries management. 

Mas Achmad Santosa is the 
founder and CEO of Indone-
sia Ocean justice Initiative. 
januar Dwi Putra is an ocean 
governance specialist and 
formerly worked on the Pres-
idential Task Force to Com-
bat Illegal Fishing (Satgas 
115). THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Mas Achmad Santosa is the founder 
and CEO of Indonesia Ocean Justice 
Initiative. Januar Dwi Putra is an ocean 
governance specialist and formerly 
worked on Indonesia’s Presidential 
Task Force to Combat Illegal Fishing.

Opinion
Mas Achmad Santosa 
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Eliminate transnational organised 
crime in fishing industry

The notorious Panama-flagged vessel MV Nika wanted by Interpol for illegal fishing is seized by Indonesian 
authorities. REGINA SAFRI/SATuAN TuGAS 115/AFP

Governments should also 
consider prohibiting registers 
for foreign fishing vessels to 

operate in their waters
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Brazilians in 
BKK1 show 
off real steak
Roth Sochieata

A
T THE front door of 
the glass-exterior 
restaurant in Boeung 
Keng Kang I a man-

nequin in colourful carnival 
costume welcomes a mix of 
local and international diners 
to sample and savour a vari-
ety of Brazilian-style meats.

While Amigos Brazilian 
Steakhouse boasts a nice de-
cor with clean and comfort-
able seating it’s the 15 kinds 
of meat on offer that sets the 
churrascaria apart.

Amigos was founded by the 
two Brazilians friends, Michel 
Peter and Daniel lira, who 
have worked in Singapore, 
Vietnam, Malaysia and laos 
before settling in Cambodia.

When thinking about what 
to name the restaurant, the 
founders thought about friend-
ship and the hardships they 
have gone through together. 

They were also looking for 
something simple that people 
could easily comprehend and 
recognise. Amigos is Spanish 
and means “friends” in English 
and “pouk mak” in Khmer.

They opened Amigos last 
year following the success of 
their other Brazilian restau-
rant, Samba, which is now 
under new ownership.

“We were the first and only 
Brazilian steakhouse at that 
time. But our first one was 
called Samba in Toul Kork. Then 
we opened another one near 
Independence Monument.

”For Amigos, we only have 
one in Cambodia and it opened 
last November.” says Peter, 43.

The restaurant is a two-storey 
building decorated with com-
fortable tables, chairs and sofa 
around the buffet stations.

It also has a few private rooms 
for private gatherings and spe-
cial occasions where diners 
can enjoy personal space with 
their family and friends.

Amigos serves organic, 
high-quality, selective meats 
imported from the uS, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. 

Peter, as an owner and chef, 
says he follows the same 
concept as Brazilian culture 
steakhouses he has worked in 
– buffets and grills.

He says he designed the at-
mosphere to make custom-
ers feel like they are in Brazil. 
The quality of the taste, espe-
cially how they cut and serve 
the meat, which is cautiously 
cooked by him and his part-
ner, Daniel and another chef 
from Brazil.

The restaurant focuses on 
the meat while the buffet is 
just a compliment. And pa-
trons flock to enjoy various 
meats because they know it 
will taste delicious. 

“Because we’ve been here for 

quite long, we’ve gained the 
trust of our patrons. We have 
our regular customers. They 
have tried other restaurants 
but they tell us they come 
back because of the quality 
and service,” Peter says.

The food is not 100 per cent 
Brazilian but mixed with a bit 
of Asian and Western mean-
ing the ingredients can be 
easily sourced here.

More than 60 per cent of 
their diners are local custom-
ers who come for the beef 
rib and the uS and Brazilian 
cheese bread.

A tender steak from the rib, 
for example, has a marbled 
texture – various amounts of 
intramuscular fat – that yields 
a great taste.

Brazilian cheese bread is a 
small, baked cheese roll made 
with tapioca flour, milk, eggs, 
olive oil, and cheese.

“It’s a popular snack and a 
breakfast dish in Brazil. The 
taste is elegantly fine and just 
right for Cambodia,” Peter says.

But Peter says interna-
tional clients prefer more for 
western-like steak dishes. He 
stresses the importance of 
cutting and serving steak that 
is unique to the authenticity 
of a Brazilian restaurant.

“While the customers have 
their buffet, the staff comes 
around frequently to each 
table holding a stick of vari-
ous meats and describing the 
names of the cuts for each 
customer,” he says.

Amigos is open for lunch with 
a $9.95 per person meal and 
dinners starting at $16.50 each.

The price of a meal depends 
on how many types of meat a 
customer wants, but also in-
cludes a  buffet of hot dishes, 
salad, cold cuts, desserts and 
fruits. Prices range from a 
$9.95 set with six grill types to 
$29.95 with 15 types. 

Grill types are Beef Rib, 
Beef Hump, Rump Steak, Sir-
loin Steak, Garlic Steak, Beef 
with Chinese, Smoked Duck 

Breast, Smoked Pork Ham, 
Chicken Wings, Pork Sausag-
es, Dory Fish Fillet, Chicken 
Heart, lamb of leg, Shrimp 
Bacon and Pork Char Siew. 

Co-founder Daniel lira, 36, 
says: “Every week we change the 
menu so customers can come 
and have something new.

“Before Covid-19, we aver-
aged around 2,000 custom-
ers per month. It’s a tougher 

situation now and we average 
around 200 customers.”

To keep them coming, the 
founders have tried to be 
more cautious of hygiene and 
they have done some promo-
tion, including making Face-
book videos to gain trust.

“We want to improve by 
adding items – more salads, 
desserts and seafood so that 
the customers know they have 

more choices,” Peter says.
Still, the biggest challenge is 

understanding the wants and 
needs of their patrons.

“It was hard for us to main-
tain the quality and consistency 
of food. Some can say it’s a bit 
salty, others sweet. last time it 
tasted good but now it doesn’t.

“Therefore, we tell our 
staff to go around and check. 
Sometimes we will join them 

to ask about the food, the 
lighting and the temperature 
to make sure customers are 
satisfied. If not it will be cor-
rected immediately.

“We have trained our local 
staff to be more professional 
and authentic to what we did 
in Brazil. That they should 
not just simply say the meat 
when the customers ask, 
they need to tell them what it 
tastes like,” lira told The Post.

The friends plan to open 
another restaurant next year 
with the same concept but 
a broader space in the same 
neighbourhood. The name 
of the restaurant will be 
Amigos Prime.

The partners say many cus-
tomers have requested a bigger 
space that can accommodate 
up to 200 people for events like 
weddings, company parties, or 
birthday celebrations.

For now, Amigos offers ca-
tering service for events in 
Phnom Penh and other prov-
inces. 

Contact: 078 853 441; 081 
956 220; and 078 853 441

Amigos Brazilian Steak-
house is located at 245CEo, 
Street 63 corner with Street 
400, in BKK1, Phnom Penh. 
Contact number 078 853 441; 
081 956 220.

Amigos Brazilian Steakhouse boasts a nice decor with clean and comfortable seating and private dining. yousos apdoulrashim

Brazilian-style steaks are often grilled on skewers. yousos apdoulrashim

The staff at Amigos are trained to describe the meat being served. yousos apdoulrashimThe owners are proud of the buffet but meat is the main attraction. yousos apdoulrashim



Céline Cornu

F
ILM star Marcello Mas-
troianni, John F. Kenne-
dy, even Prince Charles 
– all have donned 

handmade ties from one shop 
in Naples so famed for its artisa-
nal finery some devotees boast 
thousands.

The painstaking needle-
work cannot be rushed, de-
spite demand for E. Marinella 
ties usually far outstripping 
production.

In Naples, the tiny shop near 
the sea remains much as it was 
when it opened in 1914, with its 
wood-framed windows, chan-
delier, and counter where the 
red, blue, polka dot or diamond-
patterned ties are displayed.

Maurizio Marinella, 64, 
who is the third generation 
to head up the company, says 
his family’s success in the 
southern Italian city, which 
struggles with poverty and 
unemployment, was “a kind 
of miracle”.  

“It all started in 20 square 
metres in Naples, where every-
thing is a little more difficult 
than elsewhere,” he told AFP. 

Maurizio’s grandfather Eu-
genio wanted to create “a little 
corner of England in Naples” in 
this city with its view of Mount 
Vesuvius, offering men’s shirts 
and accessories with fabrics 
shipped directly across the 
Channel. 

Little by little, however, the 
tie became Marinella’s signa-
ture piece.

‘Maniacal’ care for detail
The silk is still hand-printed 

in Macclesfield, England, and 

the ties themselves are sewn 
by hand in a workshop close 
to the boutique, which em-
ploys 20 seamstresses.

Loyal customer Rudy Girar-
di has been frequenting the 
shop since his late teens and 
now boasts “thousands of 
Marinella ties”, costing from 
between €130 ($149) to €215.

“The tie is fundamental,” 
he says, as a sign of “respect”, 
and he loves Marinella for its 
“maniacal care for every de-

tail”. 
He changes his ties several 

times a day, selecting a colour-
ful one in the morning, some-
thing a little more institutional 
in the afternoon, and an ele-
gant option for upmarket din-
ners.

Each Marinella tie takes 
about 45 minutes to make, with 
ten steps in all, from cutting the 
silk to doing the stitching, and 
adding the loop and label.

“It’s precision work, com-

parable to that of a gold-
smith. We work on half-
millimetres,” says Maria 
Rosaria Guarino, 60, who 
has worked for the company 
for 38 years.

Customers can personalise 
the length, width or thickness 
of the ties.

Every day, about 150 ties are 
produced. But the demand pre-
coronavirus crisis was much 
higher – as much as double or 
even triple. And in the three 

months leading up to Christ-
mas, it could be “as high as 900 
ties a day”, Marinella said.

The company had ruled out 
making more, however, saying 
it would compromise quality. 
“Each tie is a unique work of art”, 
he says, admitting that “quality 
is almost an obsession” for him. 

Personalities from all over 
the world have donned the 
ties, including Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl – a “giant for 
whom we made ties 65 centi-

metres longer than normal”.

‘Pamper them’
Almost every day, Sunday in-

cluded, from 6:30am, Marinel-
la is at the shop to “welcome, 
pamper the customers, offer 
them coffee”, in the pure Nea-
politan tradition.

While the brand had a 
turnover of €18 million in 
2019, it is expected to suffer 
a “significant” drop this year 
because of the coronavirus 
epidemic, which forced the 
shop to close, stopped tour-
ism and saw many formal 
events cancelled.

The sector has suffered 
in general, even before the 
pandemic. 

Exports of ties, bow ties and 
neckties fell by 10 per cent be-
tween 2015 and 2019, with Chi-
nese products making up 46.5 
per cent of the market, com-
pared to 13.6 per cent for Italy, 
according to the International 
Trade Centre (ITC). 

Fads are to blame: young-
sters have gone off ties, and 
some big firms and banks have 
made wearing one optional.

“Fortunately, fashions are 
cyclical. Lately we’ve seen a 
bit of a shift away from street 
wear to classic fashion, where 
the tie is the cardinal point,” 
notes 25-year-old Alessandro 
Marinella, who represents the 
company’s fourth generation.

He wants to shift the house’s 
focus “towards a ‘total look’, 
including women’s wear”, a 
move begun a few years ago, 
so that the humble tie now 
represents less than half the 
company’s turnover – though 
all of its reputation. afp
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Handmade ties from Italy with a British twist

Tintin and the mystery of the duelling mummies
Matthieu Demeestere

THE mummified corpse of Ras-
car Capac thrilled and terrified 
generations of young fans of 
the Tintin comic book story The 
Seven Crystal Balls.

Now, Herge’s fictional Inca 
has sparked a row between 
rival Belgian tourist attrac-
tions, each of which displays a 
mummy they say inspired Tin-
tin’s creator.

The very serious Art and His-
tory Museum is in Brussels’ 
Jubilee Park, near where Herge 
used to live, and he was known 
to frequent its collections.

The museum’s Andean mum-
my, squatting upright with knees 
bent, appears similar to the 
haunting effigy in the author’s 
illustrated tale of the be-quiffed 
reporter Tintin’s adventure.

Curators thought they had 
established the link beyond 
doubt 10 years ago, but the 
Pairi Daiza safari park in 
southern Belgium is touting a 
rival mummy.      

Last week, the popular zoo 
began marketing an exhibit of 
the “authentic mummy nick-
named Rascar Capac”.

The royal museum is not tak-
ing this well, and has all but 
accused the zoo park of false 
advertising.         

“We don’t attract visitors by 
promising them pandas,” 
sniffed museum director gen-
eral Alexandra de Poorter.

The zoo has expressed regret 
over an “argument started by the 
royal museums” but admits that 
“no one can say for sure which 
mummy inspired Herge.”

If there is confusion, it dates 
back until at least 1979, when 
the 2,000-year-old preserved 
corpse now on display at the 
zoo appeared in Brussels at an 
exhibit titled “Tintin’s museum 
of the imagination”.

The collection was assem-
bled to mark the 50th anniver-
sary of the 1929 release of the 
boy reporter’s first book-length 

adventure, Tintin in the Land 
of the Soviets.

Author and illustrator Georges 
Remi – better known under his 
pen name Herge – attended the 
show, adding some credibility to 
the mummy’s significance.

But this, according to the Art 
and History Museum’s curator 
of Latin American relics, Serge 
Lemaitre, was a mistake. 

The mummy in question had 
been bought by a Belgian col-
lector in the 1960s, long after 
Herge published the Seven 
Crystal Balls book in 1948.

French connection?
“And in the first frames serial-

ised in 1941 in the newspaper Le 
Soir, Rascar Capac was hairless 
and had very bent knees, just like 
our mummy,” Lemaitre says.

Herge lived near the Jubilee 
Park – still a popular spot in 
Brussels’ European quarter – 
and knew the museum and its 
curator Jean Capart well.

Capart even seems to have 
been fictionalised as Profes-
seur Bergamotte – or Professor 
Hercules Tarragon in the Eng-
lish-language version of The 

Seven Crystal Balls.
Not only that, but items drawn 

from other pieces in the muse-
um’s ethnographic collections 
have appeared in the Tintin 
tales, notably a Peruvian figu-
rine that inspired its eponymous 
twin in The Broken Ear.

The museum is thus confident 
in its claim, but – as is often the 
case in a Tintin mystery – the 
plot may have a further twist, 
according to independent 
expert Philippe Goddin.

“We should stop arguing. 
Herge looked at lots of Inca 

mummies, but his first sketch-
es of Rascar Capac are essen-
tially based on a drawing in the 
Larousse dictionary,” he said.

This is an explanation that 
will not suit anyone in Bel-
gium, where tourist attractions 
have seized upon any Tintin 
link to exploit as a key draw.

The drawing in the Larousse 
was based on a mummy 
brought back from Peru by the 
19th-century French explorer 
Charles Wiener and is today in 
the Quai Branly Museum . . . in 
Paris. afp

Maurizio Marinella (left) and his son Alessandro usually can’t keep up with demand for their custom-fit handmade ties, which cost between €130-€215. afp

Serge Lemaitre, the Art and History Museum’s curator of Latin American relics, poses with the museum’s Andean mummy it believes inspired the Tintin character Rascar Capac. But 
the Pairi Daiza safari park in southern Belgium advertises its mummy (right) as the ‘authentic mummy nicknamed Rascar Capac’. afp 
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Beaver-built barricade
  4 Definite Mensa reject
  9 Medieval clubs
 14 Stretch of history
 15 Swahili or Zulu
 16 Cather’s “___ Lady”
 17 Weather vanes?
 20 Trumpeter Armstrong
 21 Short and sweet
 22 Immediately, on memos
 23 Ness adversary
 26 Ram’s partner
 29 Campaign pro
 30 Weighted lassos
 31 Short news clip
 32 Surface-___ missile
 33 Regional populations
 35 Certain look-alike
 38 Reactions to bad jokes
 39 “Fear of Flying” author Jong
 40 Ponies up
 41 Not-so-pretty snow
 42 Doctor’s letters?
 45 “___ more time!”
 46 They’re the pits
 48 Winglike
 49 Nasal passages

 51 Work one’s fingers to the bone
 52 Times when the sun is 

southernmost
 57 Some cookies
 58 ___ now and again
 59 John Lennon’s quartet?
 60 Insects with stingers
 61 Dogpatch first name
 62 Hog’s haven
DOWN
  1 Fold of skin under the throat
  2 Melodic composition
  3 Instruction book
  4 Large wading bird
  5 Castellaneta who voices Homer 

Simpson
  6 Officeholders
  7 Legendary Giants slugger Mel
  8 Supercharged engines
  9 ’50s first lady
 10 Windward’s opposite
 11 New Year’s Eve shower
 12 Slow or fast ender
 13 Elm and Downing (abbr.)
 18 Ice-cream serving
 19 Museum decoration
 23 Articles on a rack
 24 Et ___ (“and others”)

 25 Mailed boxes
 27 Cut off gradually
 28 Swimming center?
 30 City on the Rhine
 31 Hawkeye State
 32 Brewed beverages
 33 Cloud-nine feeling
 34 Scratcher’s target
 35 Republic on the Caspian
 36 Woman who are senior members  

of a group
 37 Sagolike starch
 38 Fed. documents producer
 41 Teases with backtalk
 42 “___ to go, people to see”
 43 “I ___ a clue!”
 44 Formal
 46 Salad greens
 47 Feminine pronoun
 48 1996 Olympic torch lighter
 50 Up above
 51 Ocular annoyance
 52 Utterance of amazement
 53 CPA’s recommendation
 54 Reproductive gametes
 55 Headed up
 56 ___ Lanka

“FOOTBALL POOL” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

Jiri Danzinger, 40, studies his blueprint rolling press in the eastern village of Olesnice. AFP

Czech craftsmen Jiri Danzingerprints a wax on a textile in his blueprint workshop in south Moravia. AFP

Art to dye for: Czech 
craftsmen carry on 
blueprint traditions
F

OR jiri Danzinger, set-
tling on a line of work 
was a no-brainer: he 
grew up in a Czech 

family with a long tradition in 
blueprint dyeing.

The 40-year-old craftsman 
is the 11th generation of a 
family living off the uNESCO-
listed technique in the east-
ern village of Olesnice.

“Nobody ever forced me, 
but I also never had another 
job offer,” the bespectacled 
Danzinger told AFP in one of 
the Czech Republic’s two sur-
viving blueprint workshops, 
his hand resting on an age-
old rolling press.

Blueprint, which made its 
way to Europe in the 17th 
century, uses so-called resist 
printing, which involves dip-
ping a large wooden stamp – 
typically with a floral pattern 
– into a gum arabic paste.

Artisans like Danzinger 
then apply the pattern to 
white cotton fabric before 
submerging it in a tub of wa-
ter dyed indigo blue.

When he pulls out the fab-
ric using a creaky handle, it is 
blue but the design remains 
white.

Clover and oat grass
uNESCO added blueprint 

dyeing to its Intangible Cul-

tural Heritage list in 2018 
following a joint bid by the 
Czech Republic and Austria, 
Germany, Hungary and Slo-
vakia – where the technology 
has also survived.

“We live in a poorer region 
so we use simple motifs such 
as clover or oat grass,” said 
Danzinger, whose workshop 
has 250 different designs.

“Wealthier regions use fan-
cier patterns,” he added before 
smoothing wrinkles from a fab-
ric using a rattling rolling press.

Marketa Vinglerova, deputy 
head of the textile collection 
at Prague’s Museum of Dec-
orative Arts, said blueprint 
came to Europe from Asia, 
notably the traditional indi-
go-dyeing countries of India, 
Indonesia and japan.

Thanks to the Dutch East 
India Company, founded in 
the 17th century to trade with 
the Far East, blueprint made 
its way to the Dutch court and 
then to central Europe, includ-
ing the Baltics and Poland.

“It was popular among aris-
tocrats but then it spread to 
small towns and villages and 
the nobility abandoned it,” 
Vinglerova said.

“For a long time, it was the 
only decorative technology 
the villagers could afford.”

Olesnice’s dyeing tradition 

dates back to 1520. Before in-
digo, dyers used woad leaves 
to turn scarves, bed covers 
and aprons blue.

Face masks
Danzinger’s workshop 

makes a range of products 
from stuffed toys to bags, 
handkerchiefs and ties.

During the coronavirus cri-
sis, it switched to making face 
masks after the government 
made face coverings manda-
tory in public.

From one day to the next, “we 
were churning out face masks 
at full speed. We agreed it was 
necessary,” Danzinger said.

The workshop first produced 
white cotton masks to hand 
out to local residents, but later 
also supplied the police as the 
country faced a nationwide 
shortage of medical material.

“When we met the demand 
after two weeks, we started 
producing blueprint face 
masks. We sold more than 
1,000 of those by the end of 
june,” Danzinger said.

In the renovated village house 
where he lives and works, Dan-
zinger said he feels a lifelong 
“obligation” to continue what 
his ancestors started.

“People come and go but 
the craft will hopefully stay 
the same forever.”
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DAllAS Cowboys quarter-
back Dak Prescott (pictured, 
AFP) will play the 2020 NFl 
season on a one-year “fran-
chise” player contract worth 
$31.4 million after failing to 
get a long-term deal done 
with the team.

Prescott had turned down 
a five-year deal worth more 
than $34 million annually 
that included $110 million in 
guaranteed money, the Fort 
Worth Star Telegram reported, 
saying the quarterback had 
wanted a four-year deal.

While neither side would 
budge before Wednesday’s 
deadline for teams to reach 
long-term deals with their 
franchise-tagged players both 
seemed content for Prescott to 
continue on a one-year basis.

Prescott did that in 2019, 
playing for $2.1 million in 
the final year of his rookie 
contract and passed for 4,902 
yards and 30 touchdowns 
with just 11 interceptions.

Another such season would 
set the stage for multi-mil-
lion-dollar deals to come.

Other teams locked 
up key players for 
multiple seasons 
before Wednesday’s 
deadline.

The Tennessee Ti-
tans agreed to 
terms with 
running 
b a c k 
Derrick 
Henry on 
a four-year 
deal worth 
a reported $50 
million shortly be-
fore the deadline.

Henry earned the 2019 league 
rushing title, capping a 1,540-
yard, 16-touchdown season 
with a strong 211-yard outing in 
a playoff-clinching Week 17 win 
over the Houston Texans.

In the postseason he led 
the Titans to upset wins over 
the New England Patriots and 
Baltimore Ravens before Ten-
nessee fell to the Kansas City 
Chiefs in the AFC Champion-
ship game.

Wednesday’s deadline was 
no big deal for Super Bowl 
champions Chiefs, who inked 
quarterback Patrick Mahomes’ 
contract extension worth a 
possible $503 million.

The Cleveland Browns in-
vested Wednesday in defen-
sive standout Myles Garrett, 
who signed a five-year con-
tract extension that will run 
through the 2026 season.

The Browns did not reveal 
the terms of the deal with 
the top pick in the 2017 NFl 
draft, but ESPN reported it 
was worth $125 million.

That would make the star 
pass-rusher the highest-paid 

defensive player in NFl 
h i s t o r y. 

afp

Cowboys’ Prescott 
to play 2020 season  
on ‘franchise’ deal

Premier record 
out of reach as 
liverpool lose 
at the Emirates
Kieran Canning

V
IRGIl van Dijk held 
his hands up to an 
uncharacteristic error 
that cost liverpool 

the chance to set a new Premier 
league record points tally as Ar-
senal came from behind to beat 
the champions 2-1.

just a third league defeat of 
the season for jurgen Klopp’s 
men means the Reds cannot 
now match Manchester City’s 
record 100 points from two 
seasons ago.

Sadio Mane put liverpool 
in front as the visitors domi-
nated for the first 30 minutes 
at the empty Emirates.

But Van Dijk’s slack pass al-
lowed Alexandre lacazette to 
equalise before Alisson Beck-
er also produced a rare mis-
take to allow lacazette to tee 
up Reiss Nelson for the win-
ner just before half-time.

“The goals we give them as a 
present,” said Van Dijk. “If you 
give the goals away like we did 
today, including myself, you 
get what you deserve.”

liverpool have now dropped 
points in four of their seven 
games since the Premier 
league’s restart compared to 
just two prior to the shutdown.

But Van Dijk said there was 
no shortage of motivation 
after clinching a first league 
title in 30 years.

“It’s too easy to say that,” 

he added. “If you watch the 
game, until I made the mis-
take there was nothing wrong. 
I take the blame for it I take it 
as a man and we move on.”

Arsenal boss Mikel Arteta’s 
mind appeared to be already 
focused on Saturday’s FA Cup 
semi-final against his former 
side Manchester City as he left 
top scorer Pierre-Emerick Au-
bameyang on the bench among 
five changes from defeat in the 
north london derby to Spurs.

But victory kept the Gun-
ners’ chances of European 
football next season alive 
by moving up to ninth and 
within two points of seventh-
placed Tottenham.

“To put a defeat away be-
fore a semi-final, it’s a good 
medicine,” said Arteta of his 
side bouncing back.

“To beat this team you know 
how many good things you 
have to have. you have to have 
moments in the game where 
you take your chances, you 
have to defend in many mo-
ments they way we did tonight, 
and you need a bit of luck and 
today we had all of that.”

liverpool, by contrast, were 
at full strength bar the ab-
sence of injured captain jor-
dan Henderson and it showed 
for the first half an hour as the 
visitors’ dominated.

liverpool deservedly took 
the lead in the 20th minute 
with a slick move as Andy Rob-

ertson provided his 10th assist 
in the Premier league this sea-
son with a low cross that was 
met on the stretch by Mane.

However, Klopp blamed a 
lack of concentration after go-
ing ahead for two rare slack 
moments that cost them the 
match.

“Twice (there was) massive 
lack of concentration,” said 
the German. “We did a lot of 
things well but you cannot 
win football games when you 
concede goals like these.”

lacazette pounced on just 
Van Dijk’s second error leading 
to a goal in 88 Premier league 
games since his £75 million 

move from Southampton in 
january 2018 to score his third 
goal in four games.

The signings of Van Dijk and 
Alisson transformed liver-
pool’s defensive record under 
Klopp, but the Brazilian then 
followed his centre-back’s 
example by gifting away pos-
session to lacazette and the 
Frenchman’s cross was dis-
patched by Nelson for his first 
Premier league goal.

liverpool were camped in 
Arsenal’s half for the second 
45 minutes, but found no way 
through to see the chance of 
surpassing City’s centurions 
slip away. afp

Virgil van Dijk (in black) admitted his poor pass may have cost Liverpool 
the game and its chance to record 100 Premier League points. afp 

The Tokyo Olympics could become the first Olympics to be cancelled in peace time. afp

IOC chief Thomas Bach 
reluctant to hold Tokyo 
Games without spectators
BANNING fans from the Tokyo Olym-
pics is “clearly something we don’t 
want”, International Olympic Commit-
tee chief Thomas Bach said, adding that 
“multiple scenarios” were under con-
sideration for the rescheduled Games.

Bach said safety was the top concern 
for organisers of the Tokyo Olympics, 
which were due to start next week but 
have been postponed for a year over 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

But he clearly signalled his reluctance 
to hold the Games at empty stadiums, 
now a common sight in sport as other 
competitions make a tentative return 
from virus-enforced shutdowns.

“Olympic Games behind closed 
doors is clearly something we do not 
want,” the IOC president told report-
ers in a video call.

“So we are working for a solution of 
the Olympic Games which, on one 
hand, is safeguarding the health of all 
the participants and, on the other hand, 

is also reflecting the Olympic spirit.”
Bach and japanese Prime Minister 

Shinzo Abe have both warned that it 
would be hard to postpone the Games 
beyond 2021, raising the nightmare 
scenario of the first Olympics to be 
cancelled in peace time.

“The first priority is about the safe-
ty of all participants of the Olympic 
Games,” said Bach.

“For this reason, we are working now 
on multiple scenarios of the organisation 
of the Games with regard to the health 
situation of which we do not know how 
it will be in one year from now.”

Tokyo governor yuriko Koike last 
month told AFP she would make a 
“120 percent effort” for the Games to 
go ahead, pledging the Olympics 
would be safe despite the pandemic.

On Wednesday Tokyo moved its 
coronavirus alert to red, the highest 
level, after a resurgence of cases in 
japan’s capital. afp
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