
Thursday,  july  16, 2020 4000 rIEl

Is
su

e 
N

u
M

Be
R 

34
66

Intelligent . In-depth . Independent www.phnompenhpost.com

gov’t, Un set Up $1M 
scheMe to help
MIgRAnt woRKeRs

THE PHNOM PENH POST

NatIoNal – page 4

UnDp, oZ AID to 
shoRe Up IDpooR 
pRogRAMMe
NatIoNal – page 3

loAns to ReAltY, 
constRUctIon Up 
16% In FIRst hAlF
busINess – page 8

Us scRAps new 
vIsA oRDeR on 
Int’l stUDents
WoRlD – page 10

wIne sIsteRs 
tAKe on thAI 
booZe cARtels
lIfestyle – page 13

 Niem Chheng

T
HE Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB) 
predicts Cambodia 
will suffer 390,000 job 

losses this year due to the Cov-
id-19 pandemic. But it con-
gratulated the government for 
its response to the crisis and its 
cash transfer programme for 
the poor and vulnerable.

Last Wednesday, the ADB 
approved a $250 million loan 
to further help the government 
respond to the pandemic.

In an interview with The 
Post on Wednesday, ADB 
country director Sunniya 
Durrani-Jamal said the con-
cessional loan will have a 24-
year term, including a grace 
period of eight years.

The loan will have an inter-

est rate of one per cent per an-
num during the grace period, 
and 1.5 per cent thereafter.

Besides the loan, the ADB 
will provide grants to the 
Kingdom as well as techni-
cal assistance for its cash 
transfer programme.

Following the loan’s approv-
al, Cambodia will be eligible 
for support under the $5 mil-
lion Policy Advice for Covid-

19 Economic Recovery tech-
nical assistance programme, 
Durrani-Jamal said.

“Cambodia is facing an un-
precedented challenge from 
Covid-19. The recession in 
Cambodia will put pres-
sure on poor and vulnerable 
groups and the ADB esti-
mates that the coronavirus

ADB says Kingdom 
to lose 390,000 jobs
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Dengue cases in sharp decline
 Khorn Savi

A MINISTRY of Health report 
released on Wednesday 
revealed that dengue fever 
cases have decreased by about 
88 per cent in the first six 
months of the year compared 
to the same period last year.

The ministry said the den-

gue fever situation is normal 
but people must still take pre-
cautions to avoid contracting 
the mosquito-borne disease.

The report said there have 
been 3,339 recorded cases of 
dengue fever in the Kingdom 
this year, with four deaths 
reported.

In the first six months of 

last year, there were 28,285 
cases of dengue fever report-
ed, with 32 deaths.

The ministry said the cases 
were scattered throughout 
the country, with Preah Siha-
nouk, Pailin, Siem Reap, Kan-
dal, Kampong Thom, Takeo, 
Mondulkiri, Ratanakkiri and 
Preah Vihear provinces being 

the worst hit along with 
Phnom Penh.

“The conclusion at this 
time is that the dengue fever 
situation in Cambodia is nor-
mal thanks to the manage-
ment of the dengue control 
programme implemented 
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to the rescue
firefighters put out flames engulfing a furniture shop in phnom penh’s boeung Keng Kang I commune. two Chinese 
nationals were injured when a fire swept through the shop along Monivong boulevard on Wednesday. HENG CHIVOAN

BEIJING lashed out on Wednes-
day at Britain’s decision to ban 
Huawei equipment, saying 
London had become “America’s 
dupe” and vowing to take 
measures to protect the inter-
ests of Chinese companies.

The British government bowed 
to growing US pressure and 
pledged on Tuesday to remove 
Chinese telecommunications 
giant Huawei from its 5G net-
work by 2027, despite warnings 
of retaliation from Beijing.

“China will fully and sol-
emnly assess this matter, and 
will take a series of necessary 
measures to safeguard Chi-
nese companies’ legitimate 
rights and interests,” Chinese 
foreign ministry spokeswom-
an Hua Chunying said at a 
routine briefing.

“Any decisions and actions [by 
Britain] must come at a cost,” 
Hua said, without elaborating.

US officials hailed Britain’s 
decision, saying it showed a 
“growing international con-
sensus” that Huawei and other 
companies allegedly linked to 
the Chinese state pose a threat 
to national security.

Hua claimed London “[acted] 
in coordination with the US to 
discriminate against, suppress 
and eliminate” Huawei.

Huawei has become a pivotal 
issue in the geopolitical war 
between China and the US.

The US has also requested 
the extradition of Huawei 
executive Meng Wanzhou on 
fraud charges, worsening rela-
tions between China and Can-
ada, where she is currently 
under house arrest.

Beijing suggested that Britain 
might face further repercus-
sions for the move, and warned 
Chinese companies to think 
twice about investing there.

“This is an issue that seri-
ously threatens the security of 
Chinese investment in the UK, 
and is also a question of 
whether we can trust the UK 
market to remain open, fair 
and free from discrimination.

“We have also reminded all 
Chinese enterprises to attach 
great importance to the increas-
ing political security risks they 
face when conducting business 
in the UK,” said Hua. AFP

UK to face 
‘retaliation’ 
for decision 
on Huawei

STORY > 3



National
2 THE PHNOM PENH POST  july  16, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM
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across the country,” the report 
said.

last year, Cambodia suffered 
one of the worst dengue fever 
outbreaks in recent memory. 
There were 68,597 cases report-
ed and 48 deaths, representing 
a three-fold increase from 2018. 
The report said a severe out-
break typically occurs every six 
to seven years.

This year, the health minis-
try has prepared more than 
250 tonnes of Abate larvicide, 
more than 6,000 litres of mos-
quito repellent and nearly 
100,000 vials of serum.

According to the report, the 
ministry has reminded all citi-
zens to be proactive in eliminat-
ing the Aedes aegypti mosqui-
toes which cause dengue fever.

The mosquitoes lay their eggs 
anywhere stagnant water col-
lects, such as in motor vehicle 
tyres and discarded drink con-
tainers. The ministry said peo-
ple should clean their homes, 
sleep under mosquito nets and 
wear long sleeves clothes.

Citizens must also seek med-
ical attention promptly if they 
are suffering from symptoms 
of dengue fever, which include 
nausea, vomiting, headaches 
and joint pain. 

The report said people with 
fever should not self-treat 
themselves and should seek 
professional treatment instead 
to avoid harm.

leang Rithea, the dengue 
control programme manager 
at the National Centre for Par-
asitology, Entomology and 
Malaria Control of the Minis-
try of Health could not be 
reached for comment.

Ngy Mean Heng, the director 
of the Phnom Penh Municipal 
Health Department, said in 
the first six months of the year, 
the number of dengue fever 

patients in Phnom Penh 
decreased by about five times 
compared to last year.

Two deaths were reported dur-
ing the same timeframe in the 
capital last year, while this year, 
there have been no deaths. 

He said in Phnom Penh, 
most dengue fever cases were 
in Chaom Chao, Stung 
Meanchey 1, Stung Meanchey 
2 and Stung Meanchey 3 com-
munes – areas with large Aedes 
aegypti mosquito popula-
tions.

Mean Heng said destroying 
the mosquitoes’ habitats would 
decrease the number of dengue 
fever cases. Anywhere clean 
water can collect and pool is 
considered a prime target for 
mosquitoes to lay their eggs.

He said large banners implor-
ing citizens to destroy Aedes 
aegypti mosquito habitats are 
displayed in front of all health 
centres and referral hospitals.

“As long as people walk 
through the health centres they 
can learn about preventive 
care, but they refuse to practice 
it. Allowing mosquito to shelter 
will increase the chances of 
dengue fever spreading. If there 
were no mosquito shelters, 
there would be no dengue 
fever,” he stressed. 

Mean Heng said japan hard-
ly had any cases of dengue 
fever as there were no mos-
quito shelters since they dis-
pose of their rubbish well.

“Aedes aegypti mosquitoes 
lay eggs in clean water. They 
live in discarded motor vehicle 
tyres, plastic bags, water bottles 
and beer and juice cans. Aedes 
aegypti mosquitoes do not lay 
their eggs in sewage,” he said. 

Dengue fever cases, Mean 
Heng said, usually occur dur-
ing the rainy season from May 
to October while outbreaks 
can last until November or 
December.

Villagers from Kraing Leav comune’s Patlang village in Kampong Chhnang are living on land the government plans on using for an airport. supplied

Villagers seek intervention in 
K Chhnang airport land row
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

R
OlEA Ba’ier dis-
trict governor yong 
Saovuthy said on 
Wednesday that 147 

houses that have been sur-
rounded by fencing in Kraing 
leav commune’s Patlang vil-
lage, in Kampong Chhnang 
province were built on State 
land that was set aside for air-
port development. 

“Villagers want to submit a 
joint petition to the Ministry 
of land Management, urban 
Planning and Construction ask-
ing for land titles, but the gov-
ernment has already addressed 

this issue once before,” he said.
He said the government 

distributed the titles in the 
area surrounding the airport 
on October 27, 2012.

It also announced it was 
retaining 1,415ha to develop 
a future airport in the com-
mune. However, some resi-
dents still lived on the land, 
which posed an obstacle to 
the development process. 

Villager ung lom, 50, said 
her house was surrounded 
with a fence built by Air Force 
soldiers. She said families 
have no land in other places 
to cultivate crops if their 
houses are reclaimed by the 

authorities. “My family has 
lived and relied on this land 
since 1986,” she said.

Another villager Kim Chan-
thorn, 49, said he requested 
that the ministry inspect the 
area and grant legal titles for 
residents.

“In the past, the authorities al-
ready granted land titles to some 
residents in Kraing leav com-
mune. But those of us who live 
in this airport area have not yet 
been granted the titles,” he said.

Chanthorn said the author-
ities previously told villagers 
they could live and rely on the 
land for their livelihood until 
the government made a de-

cision, and then the authori-
ties would seek a solution for 
them accordingly.

Department of land Man-
agement, urban Planning and 
Construction director in Kam-
pong Chhnang, ly Sophea, said 
the provincial authorities on 
Wednesday assigned experts 
to study the case and check out 
the actual situation of the resi-
dents to address the matter.

“The villagers are living in 
a public location designed 
for airport development in 
Kraing leav commune. The 
local authorities are in the 
process of addressing the 
matter,” he said.

Citizens urged to root 
out mosquito shelters

Kim Sarom

A MAN was arrested in the 
capital on Monday for mur-
dering his pregnant wife by 
allegedly suffocating her with 
an axe handle.

Meanchey district police 
arrested the suspect in Stung 
Meanchey I commune’s Trea 
village and sent him to the 
Phnom Penh Municipal Court 
on Wednesday.

District police chief Meng Vi-
meandara could not be reached 
for comment on Wednesday. 

Commune police chief Mao 
Savoeun confirmed that the 22-
year-old suspect was sent to the 
Phnom Penh Municipal Court.

He said residents discovered 
the naked body of a woman 
in an old cottage in the village 
on the evening of july 11. The 
axe handle was left in the vic-
tim’s mouth. 

After his arrest, the suspect 
said he married the victim 
five years ago and they were 
scrap collectors. His wife was 
five-months pregnant and 
they frequently argued.

Citing the suspect, Savoeun 
said the victim had a tetanus 

disorder and regularly suffered 
from convulsions. On the night 
of the incident, he said his wife’s 
jaw closed and locked up.

The suspect said he inserted 
the axe handle into his wife’s 
mouth, which suffocated and 
killed her. When he realised 
she was dead he escaped.

Police have classified the 
case as murder.

Coroner Norng Sovann-
aroth confirmed on Wednes-
day that the victim died of 
suffocation and noted blood 
around her nostrils.

Man sent to court for  
killing pregnant wife

The suspect says he was trying to 
open his wife’s clenched jaw with 
the axe handle. police



NGO formed to 
protect natural 
resources and 
raise awareness

THE Ministry of Interior 
announced the creation of 
the Lover Environment and 

Society Association in a July 9 an-
nouncement. 

The president of the new associa-
tion, Chum Huot, said he wanted to 
raise awareness of human rights and 
protect Cambodia’s environment. 

The association, which is an NGO 
dedicated to protecting Cam-
bodia’s environment –including 
its rivers, lakes, coastline and 
forests – will be headquartered in 
Kampong Speu province.

“The vision is to create a society 
that values the environment ... a 
society in which every citizen is 
involved in conserving wildlife, for-
ests, natural resources and social 
justice,” Huot said.

He said one of the reasons the as-
sociation was created was to ensure 
that all of his conservation efforts 
are legal and in line with govern-
ment guidelines.

Cambodian Institute for Democ-
racy president Pa Chanroeun said 
on July 15 that there were many 
registered organisations and asso-
ciations in Cambodia, but most don’t 
serve a practical purpose. 

“The provision of rights or free-
doms for civil society organisations 
is still limited. And it depends on 
the political situation. In the past, 
if the political situation is tense, 
then freedom is restricted and 
even messages or expressions are 
restricted,” he said. Long Kimmarita
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Aid to shore up IDPoor programme
Voun Dara

T
HE uN Development Pro-
gramme (uNDP), with the 
support of the Australian 
government, donated 1,700 

computer tablets and software pack-
ages to the Ministry of Planning on 
Wednesday.

The donation will shore up Cam-
bodia’s social protection system 
with data collected on poor house-
holds expected to be completed the 
same day. The tablets will help to 
ensure poor families are not slip-
ping through the cracks and missing 
out on subsidies.

They will allow provincial-city 
planning departments, district, and 
commune authorities to register 
families who need to receive equity 
cards faster. It will help those families 
to get the subsidy as soon as possible, 
said a ministry press release.

Minister Chhay Thorn said at the 
handover ceremony that the King-
dom’s poor were affected by Covid-19, 
prompting the government to provide 
cash support through equity cards.

However, he said there were still 
some poor families who failed to 
register to receive the cards.

“To expedite their registration in the 
communes, the ministry has request-
ed an additional 1,700 tablets from 
the uNDP. I sincerely thank the uNDP 
and the Australian government, which 
contributed support,” Thorn said.

uNDP Cambodia country repre-
sentative Nick Beresford said the 
Australian government and uNDP 
provided the tablets to help expand 
the scope of the social protection 
system to ensure registered families 

receive the cash-transfer support.
Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Inter-

nationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), a 
German international development 
organisation, also donated €1 mil-
lion ($1.14 million).

“It’s a contribution to broaden the 
uN’s social protection work and build 
a partnership with GIZ to assist the 
Cambodian government in building 
a fully digital household identifica-
tion system,” Beresford said.

Australian Ambassador to Cambo-

dia Pablo Kang said the Australian 
government is proud that the sup-
port over the last 10 years, includ-
ing the provision of the tablets, has 
helped to build and maintain a sys-
tem to identify poor households.

“Due to the current poor household 
identification programme, cash subsi-
dies are helping to stabilise the econo-
my and society during this crisis.

“At the same time, it provides sup-
port to the poorest people in Cam-
bodia by using transparent crite-

ria, which is a good result of equity 
arising from the implementation of 
the development cooperation pro-
gramme between the Kingdom and 
Australia for many years,” Kang said.

The Ministry of Planning ‘s Director-
ate General of Planning director Theng 
Panhathorn is producing a report on 
the progress of implementation.

He said more than 90 per cent of 
the 560,000 families identified thus 
far have already withdrawn their 
subsidy money.

Two injured, furniture shop 
destroyed in capital blaze

CamControl busts tainted food 

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

AT lEAST two Chinese nation-
als were injured when a fire 
swept through a furniture 
shop along Preah Monivong 
Boulevard on Wednesday.

Phnom Penh Fire Department 
Chief Prum yorn told The Post the 
victims, Chen Ting, 32, and his 
wife lin juan, 31, owned the 
Royal Casa Furniture Shop in 
Boeung Keng Kang I commune.

“The two victims were 
immediately rushed to the 
hospital for treatment. So far, 
our team has not found the 
cause of the fire,” he said.

The fire caused complete 
damage to the two-storey con-
crete building and burned the 
furniture inside.

Twenty-nine fire engines 
from five units were dispatched, 
including 13 from the Phnom 
Penh Fire Department, four 
from the Ministry of Interior, 
six from Chroy Changvar town, 
one from Khmer Brewery and 
five from Koh Pich town.

It took two hours to put out 
the fire.

More than 500 houses and 
225 buildings caught fire in the 
first six months of the year, 
killing 11 people and leaving 
28 injured, said a report from 
the Ministry of Interior’s Fire 
Prevention Department. 

Electrical faults caused 41 per 
cent of the fires and careless-
ness 39 per cent. The other 20 
per cent are still under investi-
gation, the report said.

Soth Koemsoeun

THE Tbong Khmum provincial 
Department of Consumer Pro-
tection, Competition and Fraud 
Prevention (CamControl) on 
Wednesday sent six types of 
vegetables back to Vietnamese 
merchants after chemical sub-
stances were found on them.

In a separate case, Svay Rieng 
CamControl officials retrieved 
almost 100kg of goods with 
chemical substances from sell-
ers in the province. 

Tbong Khmum provincial 
CamControl director Meas 
Mora said on Wednesday that 
experts analysed 14 types of 
goods imported from Vietnam 
through the Trapaing Phlong 
international border checkpoint 
in Ponhea Kraek district.

Six goods were contami-

nated – white onions, red 
onions, garlic, Chinese cab-
bage, lemons and carrots.

CamControl officials ordered 
the Department of Customs 
and Excise Office to send the 
vegetables back to Vietnam.

If merchants wished to 
import such vegetables again, 
they must show certificates 
provided by the countries of 
origin certifying that they do 
not contain chemical sub-
stances, Mora said.

“I call on importers of veg-
etables, fruits and food 
through border checkpoints 
to be more careful.

“They must only import goods 
of good quality, not food with 
prohibited chemical substances 
or expired foods that can affect 
the health of consumers. Oth-
erwise, they will be punished 

under the law,” he said. 
In a separate case, Svay Rieng 

CamControl officials on Wednes-
day confiscated and destroyed 
30kg of dried stingray and 65kg 
of yang li yi tofu which con-
tained Borax, a chemical clean-
ing product. The products were 
found at the Veal yun market.

Svay Rieng CamControl 
director Pheng Nil said experts 
checked 40 different types of 
goods at the market.

“Our officials found Borax 
in dried stingray and yang li 
yi tofu. We retrieved these 
goods and burnt them.

“We will continue to check 
other goods for chemical sub-
stances that can affect con-
sumer health. We call on sellers 
to cooperate with officials to 
check all types of goods in pro-
vincial markets,” Nil said. The fire in BKK1 destroyed the furniture shop. heng chivoan

Vietnamese vegetables will be sent back if they are found to be tainted with chemicals. aKP

Squatters under the Steung Meanchey Bridge in Phnom Penh as measures are being taken to identify the poor and needy. suPPLied



Niem Chheng 

T
HE UN and Cam-
bodia are creating a 
six-month $1 million 
programme to help 

migrant workers from Thai-
land who returned to Banteay 
Meanchey, Battambang and 
Siem Reap. 

Interior Minister Sar Kheng 
led a meeting on Wednesday 
with related ministries and 
the UN in Cambodia called 
“The Joint Programme to 
Support Returning Migrant 
Workers During the Covid-19 
Pandemic and Its Impacts”. 

“I hope this programme 
will be well implemented. If 
we do this work well for six 
months and use the money 
effectively, we will get more 
support from the UN,” said 
Sar Kheng.

Chou Bun Eng, a secretary 
of state at the Interior Min-
istry said during the meeting 
that from March 21 through 
July 13, more than 100,000 
Cambodians returned from 
Thailand – 58 per cent to the 
three provinces. 

Bun Eng said four UN in-
stitutions – the International 
Organisation for Migration, 
the World Health Organi-
sation, the UN Population 
Fund, and the UN Interna-
tional Children’s Emergency 
Fund requested to be allowed 
to cooperate with the govern-
ment. 

This project will provide 
information about Covid-19 

and its preventive measures, 
provision of mental health 
services, information on in-
fectious diseases, and mater-
nal and child health services, 
said Bun Eng. 

WHO representative to 
Cambodia Dr Li Ailan said 
she wanted Cambodia to pro-
vide a balance between pub-
lic health and economic ne-
cessity, including assistance 
to vulnerable citizens.

“I am pleased to see vulner-
able people, including mi-
grant workers, are being pri-
oritised in Cambodia.

“Cambodia has achieved 
many things in the past six 
months and responded great-
ly to Covid-19. It did this work 
with unity and we want to 
create a new normal situation 

for Cambodia,” she said.
Centre for Alliance of La-

bour and Human Rights ex-
ecutive director Moeun Tola 
said on Wednesday that the 
workers faced many obstacles 
returning to Cambodia, in-
cluding paying bribes to Thai 
and Cambodian authorities. 

They do not have money, 
they are unemployed, and 
they have no money to pay 
the bank. To tackle this is-
sue, some workers illegally 
crossed the border to work 
abroad while some went to 
Phnom Penh to find work.

Tola called for the govern-
ment to list returning workers 
and give them IDPoor cards so 
they can get supporting funds. 
The budget of $25 million per 
month, he said, should give 

priority to the poor and those 
who returned from Thailand.

“It is a good thing to focus 
on these three provinces, 
but there are a lot of people 
in Kampong Thom and Prey 
Veng also. There are more 
than three provinces and this 
programme should help the 
whole Kingdom.

“There are two ways to help 
them. The first is to make ID-
Poor cards for them. This way, 
we do not have to think fur-
ther. The second is to suspend 
or lower their debts. If they 
have to pay $200 per month in 
debts, we should allow them 
to pay a certain amount, not 
all they have,” Tola said.

He said he asked migrant 
workers about debts. Some 
claimed that they sold prop-
erties to pay the bank to pre-
vent confiscation

The National Bank of Cam-
bodia, Tola said, had promised 
to encourage banks and Micro-
finance Institutions to favour 
citizens in debt because of 
Covid-19, but these measures 
were not practised in reality.

National
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Soth Koemsoeun

KAMPONG Speu provincial 
authorities are on the hunt 
for Choeung Theng, a mili-
tary officer allegedly con-
nected to 191 pieces of ille-
gally acquired timber which 
police found concealed in 
Oral district’s Sangke Satoap 
commune.

Provincial Department of En-
vironment deputy director Nov 
Nak told The Post on Wednes-
day that the confiscated wood 
was second-grade timber. Two 

cars, a truck, an excavator and a 
motorcycle were impounded.

“We handed over all evi-
dence to environmental ex-
perts from the Phnom Oral 
Wildlife Sanctuary for fol-
low-up procedures. We are 
launching a manhunt for a 
suspect – we know his iden-
tity already,” he said.

Phnom Oral Wildlife Sanc-
tuary office deputy head Hul 
Mara said: “The suspect con-
cealed the timber at different 
locations.

“Some were buried under-

ground, some dropped in a 
pond and some concealed in 
a forest. So, we found all the 
timber. We are now launching 
a manhunt for the suspect 
and other relevant people.”

ACNCIPO director Chea 
Hean said on Wednesday that 
Theng, who is a 42-year-old 
captain of Military Region 3, 
is the timber owner.

“The suspect is an active 
forest criminal and the Kam-
pot Provincial Court issued 
an arrest warrant for him 
once previously. He was de-
tained in Prey Sar prison for 
forest crimes. 

“After leaving the detention 
centre, the suspect commit-
ted another crime in Oral 
district in Kampong Speu 
province. But this time, he es-
caped and we are launching a 
manhunt for him.” 

A provincial police report said 
Theng was previously caught 
transporting forest products 
and served time in jail.

Ministry of National Defence 
spokesperson Chhum Socheat 
could not be reached for com-
ment on Wednesday.

Hunt for military captain in 
K Speu timber crime case

UN to help migrant workers

The project will provide mental health services and maternal and child health services, among other benefits. supplied

‘The credit could ease 
poverty if spent wisely’
Continued from page 1

will lead to 390,000 job losses 
this year.

“Covid-19 will also exacer-
bate the vulnerability of the 
poor, given the limited diver-
sification of income sources. 
Social protection will be 
crucial to preventing a large 
increase in poverty and we 
congratulate the government 
on creating a $300 million 
budget for cash transfers in 
its policy response,” she said. 

The ADB’s financial sup-
port, she said, will be targeted 
at businesses, households 
and individuals that have 
been adversely affected by 
the crisis, with a special em-
phasis on poor and vulner-
able groups.

She confirmed that the ADB 
and other development part-
ners will work with the gov-
ernment to strengthen the 
implementation of the cash 
transfer programme.

“One of the things that we 
welcome about the govern-
ment’s design of this pro-
gramme is that it includes the 
“ID Poor On Demand” com-
ponent. This means that peo-
ple who suddenly lost their 
income because of Covid-19 
can access financial assis-

tance,” Durrani-Jamal said.
She suggested monthly 

expenditures for the pro-
gramme will surpass $25 mil-
lion as the number of benefi-
ciaries increase. The ADB, she 
said, was ready to help when 
this happens.

Several countries and inter-
national development part-
ners had financed tens of mil-
lions of dollars for Cambodia 
in response to Covid-19.

Ministry of Economy and 
Finance spokesman Meas 
Sok Sensan said the loan de-
tails will be released during 
the contract signing, which 
does not yet have a date.

People’s Centre for Devel-
opment and Peace president 
yong Kim Eng said the loan 
will help Cambodia’s eco-
nomic recovery and take poor 
families out of poverty if it is 
spent wisely.

“The loan must be spent 
transparently and effectively. 
It must be clearly audited by 
other agencies or by all rel-
evant stakeholders.

“Otherwise, our public 
debt will increase while the 
services or development 
projects are not effectively 
implemented. So, follow-up 
mechanisms and priorities 
must be set,” he said.

Illegally procured timber was found buried in the ground, concealed in 
forests and floating in ponds. facebook

The ADB’s support will be targeted at businesses, households and 
individuals that have been adversely affected by the crisis. supplied
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Voun Dara

KOH Kong provincial authorities 
said they would not approve the sale 
and purchase of land in protected 
areas without proper paperwork.

They vowed to weed out land cor-
ruption following a july 3 Facebook 
post by Prime Minister Hun Sen 
calling for the return of land to lo-
cals living in protected areas.

In an announcement on Tues-
day, officials said land transactions 
are taking place in protected areas 
around villages and communes, es-
pecially in Botum Sakor, Kiri Sakor 
and Thma Bang districts.

It said land documents would not 
be valid with just a thumbprint and 
without official stamps.

“Buying and selling land with 
just thumbprints between buyers 
and sellers without being checked 
by the authorities and district land 
officials is illegal.

“Officials in Koh Kong at all levels 
do not acknowledge the buying and 
selling of land that is not legal,” said 
the announcement.

Koh Kong provincial deputy 
governor and spokesman Sok So-
thy told The Post on Wednesday 
that Prime Minister Hun Sen had 
warned citizens and corrupt mer-
chants against conspiring to buy 
and sell land without informing 
the relevant authorities.

“In the future, people might claim 
that land in national parks belongs 
to them. They then sell it to another 
person without it being legally ac-
knowledged,” he said.

Sothy said citizens and mer-
chants should be careful or they 

will regret it. He said Hun Sen’s 
statement on giving land to citi-
zens is only for citizens living 
there, and not for merchants who 
want to buy land from residents 
without valid titles.

Provincial coordinator for rights 
group Adhoc, Thorng Chandara, 
said there are many land disputes 
in the province between companies 
and citizens or between individuals.

“Some citizens have settled on 
the land a long time ago. Some have 
been there since 1990, but authori-
ties have not issued titles to them,” 
he said.

Koh Kong environment officials, 
he said, have also been accused of 
refusing to issue land certificates to 
citizens whose land was measured 
and validated by youth volunteers.

In june 2012, the prime minister 
launched a land-titling scheme to 
be implemented by youth volun-
teers. Its mandate was to cover areas 
where families live without proper 
legal documentation on State land.

“To achieve transparency, teams 
must investigate and verify data of 
forest land that citizens are occu-
pying. There must be cooperation 
from relevant parties, including civil 
society groups,” he said.

Koh Kong Department of Envi-
ronment director Morm Phalla said 
on Wednesday that national and 
provincial working groups from the 
Ministry of Environment are pre-
paring joint teams to implement 
Hun Sen’s recommendations.

“joint teams are working in collab-
oration with local officials to inves-
tigate and verify data of forest land 
occupied by citizens,” he said.

Koh Kong warns against 
unlawful land transactions

journalists’ verdict upheld
Kim Sarom

T
HE Supreme Court on 
Wednesday upheld the ver-
dict of the Appeal Court to 
re-investigate the alleged 

crimes of former Radio Free Asia 
(RFA) reporters uon Chhin and yeang 
Sothearin.

Both were charged with espionage 
and producing pornographic con-
tent but in 2019, a municipal court 
judge ruled there was not enough 
evidence to convict them.

Instead of throwing out the case, 
the judge called for a re-investiga-
tion. The former reporters filed an 
appeal to stop the re-investigation.

Concerning the Supreme Court’s 
decision, Sam Chamroeurn, the 
lawyer for the two accused, told The 
Post that the ruling was unfair to his 
clients. 

“I find that law enforcement re-
mains limited. It doesn’t serve the 
purpose of the law,” he said.

In a separate case, the Supreme 
Court on Wednesday also upheld 
the prison sentence of Kong Mas, 
a former Cambodia National Res-
cue Party (CNRP) member who was 
charged with insulting the govern-
ment and inciting criminal activity 
in Phnom Penh last year

Court documents said the then 
32-year-old Mas created five Fa-
cebook accounts and used them 
to post offensive messages about 
government leaders from April to 
October 2018. He was found guilty 
last year under Articles 495 and 502 
of the Criminal Code.

In the social media posts, he also 
urged citizens to abstain from voting 
if the CNRP was left off the ballot.

He was sentenced to one year and 
six months in prison and was due to 
be released on july 19, but a separate 
court case he is involved in will keep 
him in jail until at least August 3.

judge you yuthara on Wednesday 
read the verdict in the absence of 
Mas and his defence lawyer.

Citing the prosecutor, judge yuthara 
said Mas wrote a message conceding 
he had written the social media posts 
which landed him in prison.

Mas’ defence lawyer Sam Sokong 
told The Post on Wednesday that the 
Supreme Court’s ruling was unjust.

“The Supreme Court is the highest 
court and its decision final, so we 
have nothing to protest,” he said.

Kol Sat, Mas’ wife, told The Post on 

Wednesday that police detained her 
husband in Phnom Penh at around 
9:30am on january 16, last year.

On july 19, this year, her husband 
was due to leave prison. But the 
Svay Rieng Provincial Court ordered 
the director of the Prey Sar prison to 
keep Mas detained for an additional 
15 days until August 3, because of 
another lawsuit filed by the Romeas 
Hek district governor.

Sat said her husband was arrested 
for criticising the district governor, 
who subsequently filed a complaint.

The Svay Rieng court imprisoned 
Mas for 15 days for “defamation and 
incitement of citizens to hate public 
officials” and made him pay a fine 
of 5,000,000 riel ($1,219).

RFA reporters Uon Chhin(left) and Yeang Sothearin at the Supreme Court. Hean Rangsey
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,400 17,300 17,600 17,100

2 GTI 3,300 3,300 3,300 3,300

3 PAS 15,600 15,980 15,980 15,600

4 PPAP 11,600 11,700 11,700 11,500

5 PPSP 2,290 2,290 2,290 2,290

6 PWSA 5,600 5,660 5,660 5,600

Date: July 15, 2020

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,088 1.3584 6.9896 106.92 4.2630 1.3888 31.50 0.7000 1.1430 1.2606

SOuTH Korean President Moon jae-in 
on Tuesday unveiled the road map of 
a “Korean New Deal” stimulus pack-
age that seeks to invest over 160 trillion 
won ($133 billion) and create 1.9 mil-
lion jobs over the next five years.

Asia’s fourth-largest economy came 
up with the extensive midterm fiscal 
package to recover from the persist-
ing Covid-19 fallout, as well as pro-
longed slow growth across the globe.

“The Korean New Deal is our new 
centennial blueprint, as well as a 
paradigm shift to leap forward into 
a pace-setting economic model,” 
Moon told a meeting with business 
leaders held at Cheong Wa Dae – the 
presidential Blue House.

“With the post-coronavirus era press-
ing upon us, we may no longer delay 
these historic changes such as climate 
change responsive actions and para-
digm shift into an inclusive society.”

The New Deal package primarily 
consists of two pillars – a Digital New 
Deal and a Green New Deal – along 
with projects on the sidelines to re-
inforce social safety nets, he said.

The latest move came nearly three 
months after he suggested the Ko-
rean New Deal policy frame to cre-
ate jobs and boost economic growth 
amid the epidemic fallout.

Following up on the president’s 
blueprint, the chief fiscal policy-
maker unrolled detailed target fig-
ures and action plans.

Deputy Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Economy and Finance Hong 
Nam-ki said: “The Korean New Deal 
is different from the uS New Deal 
which was mostly represented by 
the Hoover Dam and other con-
struction projects.”

“Instead, we shall focus on build-
ing a ‘data dam’ to establish an eco-
friendly, digital-driven infrastruc-
ture and prepare the ground for 
sustainable growth after Covid-19.”

The government’s idea is to inject 
some 160 trillion won until 2025, allo-
cating 58.2 trillion won for digital new 
deal projects and 73.4 trillion won for 
green new deal ones. The affiliated 
social safety enhancement sector will 
also account for 28.4 trillion won.

Of the total 160 trillion won bud-
get, government expenditure will 
account for 114.1 trillion won, while 
the remaining amount will be pro-
cured from local governments and 
the private sector, Hong explained.

As a result of the fiscal injection, the 
government expects to create 1.9 mil-
lion new jobs during the given period. 
THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

SK’s $133B 
‘New Deal’ 
set to create 
1.9M jobs

‘Safe vegetable’ Mou inked with japan firm

Two sets of 
measures for 
SMEs set up
May Kunmakara

T
HE Ministry of 
Economy and Fi-
nance introduced 
two packages of 

emergency measures to 
safeguard the small and 
medium-sized enterprise 
(SME) sector from the eco-
nomic onslaught caused by 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

This is according to a press 
release outlining the results 
of the SME Action Policy 
Committee’s first meeting, 
released on Tuesday.

The first package, imple-
mented in the immediate 
term, will centre on slash-
ing red tape and facilitating 
compliance for SMEs.

It also comprises feasibil-
ity work to explore support 
services for SMEs such as 
business and legal consult-
ing, registration, account-
ing, marketing, technical 
and financial relief through 
Cambodian SME Bank and 

the Agricultural and Rural 
Development Bank (ARDB).

The second package, im-
plemented in the short and 
medium-term, will focus on 
ecological support and com-
prises, inter alia, extended 
regulatory and implemen-
tation framework reforms, 
business support services, 
additional financial sup-
port, human resource de-
velopment, research and 
development solutions, and 
entrepreneurial mindset re-
sources.

Ministry secretary of state 
Phan Phalla told the meet-
ing that challenges in the 
SME sector stem from the 
established structural and 
ecological systems.

“Most notable is the bur-
den of compliance with the 
inconsistent implementa-
tion of regulations between 
relevant ministries and in-
stitutions. Their provision 
of business support services 
remains limited.

“SMEs’ abilities to manage 
technical issues, produc-
tion, business and finance 
are still low, and a wide gap 
remains in the access to fi-
nance,” Phalla said.

Minister Aun Pornmon-
iroth said the barriers fac-
ing SMEs must be system-
atically removed through 
inter-ministerial and inter-
institutional action.

He said this will lift the 
weight off their shoulders, 
unlock their potential and 
enable them to become 

productive engines of eco-
nomic growth, job creation 
and concrete income for the 
people.

SMEs will be able to fulfil 
domestic demand and en-
hance the Kingdom’s eco-
nomic potential, he said.

“To ensure the effective-
ness of the implementa-
tion, it is necessary to keep 
analysing, specifically, the 
definition, scope and turn-
over of SMEs and the possi-
bility to financially support 
them, prepare the relevant 

legal documents, create 
applicable indicators and 
monitor inter-sectoral and 
institutional implementa-
tion,” Pornmoniroth said.

The government in April 
launched the SME Bank 
with a $150 million capital 
investment to provide low-
interest loans to the sector.

It has also disbursed $50 
million in financing through 
the Agriculture and Rural 
Development Bank (ARDB) 
to support SMEs in the agro-
industrial sector.

May Kunmakara

THE Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries on Wednesday signed 
a Memorandum of understanding 
(Mou) with japan’s yamato Green Co 
ltd on the cooperation, investment 
and development of the Kingdom’s 
‘safe vegetable’ sub-sector for the 
domestic market and export.

The deal comes as part of the gov-
ernment’s ambitions to boost veg-
etable exports and take advantage of 
the Eu market, which issued Vietnam 
and Thailand “red cards” temporarily 
blocking their exports to the bloc.

The Mou was signed at the minis-
try for four main purposes, it said in 
a press release.

First, the deal will further strengthen 
the friendly relations and cooperation 
between Cambodia and japan with 
the latter’s hand in the development 
of the Kingdom’s agricultural sector.

Second, the contract will strengthen 
and expand cooperation in the invest-
ment and development of all stages of 
the vegetable production cycle from 

cultivation, processing, packaging 
and distribution. These will use state-
of-the-art technology from japan.

Third, the agreement will entail 
active engagement in improving the 
quality and safety of vegetables and 
the sustainability of supply to meet 
the demand and preferences of con-
sumers and export markets.

Fourth, the pact will enhance the 
capacity of producers through the use 
of value chain technology and access 
to market trend data and other input.

Speaking as a witness at the sign-
ing ceremony for the Mou, Minister 
Veng Sakhon said it clearly reflects 
the will of the japanese government 
to financially and technically sup-
port the development of the Cam-
bodian vegetable production net-
work and shape it to take advantage 
of the market’s needs.

He said the Mou’s four main objec-
tives illustrate the active participation 
in the implementation of the govern-
ment’s reform programme for the Cam-
bodian vegetable production sector.

They highlight the modernisation 

of all vegetable production chains, 
and the transformation of family 
operations into agro-industrial pro-
duction to ensure quantity, supply, 
quality and safety for domestic de-
mand and export, he said.

“In the context of economic growth, 
and especially during these circum-
stances, with the world facing the 
Covid-19 crisis, this [the Mou] provides 
a golden opportunity for our farmers 
to change their habits and methods of 
production from merely meeting the 
needs of their families, and to position 
themselves to produce for trade and to 
meet market demand – that is, from 
‘farmers to agri-traders’.

“The Mou signed today is suitable 
for both sides to meet each other’s 
needs concerning an interface with 
the vegetable production chain, start-
ing from growing, maintenance, har-
vesting, packaging, refrigeration and 
market delivery, as well as input and 
feedback, research and technical dis-
semination, et cetera,” Sakhon said.

On behalf of the company’s directors 
and stakeholders in the project, yamato 

Green Co ltd founder and CEO Kat-
suhito Nabeshima said he would strive 
to use all the resources available to bring 
the latest technology in the sector.

“Ten japanese companies will be 
involved in the comprehensive de-
velopment of this vegetable produc-
tion chain according to each skill, 
and of course, farmers as produc-
ers are indispensable partners in 
achieving this target,” he said.

On behalf of the companies, he 
asked the relevant ministries and in-
stitutions to fully cooperate to ensure 
the smooth and successful imple-
mentation of the project on all sides.

Sakhon said he believes that the 
project will improve and modernise 
the Kingdom’s vegetable production 
chain, rendering it more socio-eco-
nomically effective.

“We will be able to seize the oppor-
tunity to outpace export competition 
under the ‘Product of Cambodia’ 
brand, and this is our national pride.

“All stakeholders are kindly request-
ed to cooperate and make the project 
a success as planned,” he said.

Finance minister Aun Pornmoniroth said the MoU will enable SMEs to fulfil domestic demand and enhance 
the Kingdom’s economic potential. HONG MENEA
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The Covid-19 pandemic has 
harmed several key economic 
sectors in the Kingdom since the 
outbreak earlier this year. 

While the measures taken cer-
tainly helped curb the spread of 
the virus, many industries were 
hit. Revenue-generating sectors 
in the Kingdom such as real es-
tate, tourism, restaurants, hotels, 
aviation and exports, among 
others, have suffered heavily as 
economies around the world con-
tracted amid the crisis. 

The local economy reeled 

under pressure too as the jobs 
market shrank after industries 
slashed production, which led to 
a dip in household incomes.  

Many businesses switched to 
online platforms to maintain 
their commercial activities and 
offered their services without ma-
jor disruption. This allowed their 
employees to work from home 
as these companies continued to 
service their clients remotely.  

The Cambodian derivatives 
market was insulated as it allows 
investors to trade on derivative 

products such as foreign curren-
cies, gold, silver and crude oil 
via a high-tech trading platform 
that is recognised by the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission of 
Cambodia (SECC). 

While the derivatives market 
offers many different opportuni-
ties to generate profits, knowl-
edge, skill and experience are 
all important elements when it 
comes to investing in this sector. 

Investors should identify and 
mitigate risks to a very low level 
according to their investment 

strategies. Risk management also 
necessitates the proper selection 
of a derivatives brokerage firm 
and an approved derivatives 
representative, one licensed or 
accredited by the SECC. 

With a brokerage firm such as 
Golden FX Link Capital and a de-
rivatives representative can assist 
potential investors in analysing 
market volatility and provide ex-
pert investment advice to equip 
investors with professional trad-
ing know-how so they can make 
prudent investment decisions.

Derivatives market remains profitable as other sectors hit by Covid-19
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Golden FX Link Capital business manager   
Nhim Kosol

Kingdom’s stores to welcome 
local fresh milk vendor soon
Thou Vireak

K
HMER Fresh Milk 
Co ltd plans to sup-
ply the Cambodian 
dairy market with 

100 per cent local high-qual-
ity products under strict hy-
giene standards, co-founding 
partner Chy Sila told The Post 
on Wednesday.

Operating the commer-
cial dairy Kirisu Farm and 
processing plant, the com-
pany has a long-term vision 
to bring pure natural milk 
produced by modern agri-
cultural techniques and food 
preparation and processing 
under world-class hygienic 
standards to the Kingdom’s 
market, he said.

“We bring the latest technolo-
gy and are working with world-
renowned Israeli agricultural 
experts on raising dairy cows 
and crop production to help 
us with cultivation techniques 
and cow health care.

“We’ll process 100 per cent 
pure high-quality natural 
milk in line with international 
standards,” Sila said.

He said the company will 
stock shelves across Cam-
bodia next month with fresh 
milk, with fresh yoghurt and 
butter to follow soon.

The company is closely 
monitoring the market to de-
termine the price of its prod-
ucts, he added.

“Kirisu Farm plans to sell pure 
natural milk and fresh yoghurt 
in supermarkets, marts, restau-
rants and cafes in the city.

“Given that our country im-
ports 99 per cent of its milk, 
our products will be supplied 
locally to whittle that down,” 
Sila said.

In its preliminary phases, 
the processing plant is able 
to produce fresh milk at a rate 
of between 2,000 and 3,000 
litres per day and will be able 
to churn out 10,000 once the 
production line is fully on-
line, he said.

“The fresh milk market in 
Cambodia has seen increased 
demand in the last five years, 
as people have begun to bet-
ter understand the benefits of 
milk – that having a good deal 
of calcium proves valuable to 
child health and nutrition for 
the elderly,” Sila said.

He boasted that his com-

pany will provide the purest 
milk that Cambodians have 
ever tasted, and the invest-
ment will contribute to the 
government’s initiative to ac-
celerate progress in the de-
velopment of the Kingdom’s 
agricultural sector.

“Our products will help 
improve the health of Cam-
bodian children and provide 
healthy nutritious fares for 
the next generation which 
will become even more in-
clined to drink fresh milk.

“We have also brought the 
world’s most advanced agri-
cultural techniques to Cam-
bodia, which proves that we 
can also do the work under 
the same quality and ethical 
standards as other countries.

“We can mobilise and de-
velop human resources by 
training people in the latest 
techniques, and allure them 
into modern farming as well,” 
Sila said.

‘World-class heifers’
The company officially reg-

istered in july 2017 with capi-
tal investment of about $10 
million.

The 300ha farm lies in a se-
cluded valley in the shadow 
of Phnom Tamao mountain 
in Kandoeng commune’s 
ukasaing village in Takeo 

province’s Bati district, nearly 
40km south of Phnom Penh.

Khmer Fresh Milk CEO 
Rithy Chhor said Kirisu Farm 
is an innovative, high-tech 
dairy farm and milk produc-
tion plant several years in the 
making.

He said preparations to sup-
ply fresh milk to the market 
gained a lot of steam in the 
beginning of the year to en-
sure the company’s products 
hit the shelves within the year.

“We were delighted that we 
were able to manage bringing 
these world-class heifers into 
the country from Australia. It’s 
great to see how quickly they 
have settled in Cambodia and 
how healthy they are. Our farm 
has been built using the most 
sophisticated technologies.

“We would like to thank the 
government for making it easy 
for us to bring in heifers from 
Australia into the country.

“Due to Covid-19 pandem-
ic, it has been more com-
plicated getting our team of 
top international dairy farm 
agronomists and technology 
experts into the country.

“But thanks to the govern-
ment making the visa process 
easy for us, they all arrived in 
Cambodia on time.

“I am happy to report that all 
is on track and we are proud 

that the project is still close 
to its pre-Covid-19 schedule,” 
Chhor said.

Khmer Fresh Milk is a long-
term partnership between Sin-
gapore-based Cambodia-laos-
Myanmar Development Fund II 
managed by Emerging Markets 
Investment Advisers (EMIA), 
Nexasia, a japanese fund based 
in Singapore, and the founders 
group consisting of highly suc-
cessful Israeli and local Cambo-
dian entrepreneurs.

Technology partner Afimilk 
Agricultural Cooperative ltd, 
an Israeli company, is one of 
the largest suppliers of dairy 
farm technology and man-
agement in the world.

Afimilk has successfully 
set up and run many similar 
projects around the world, 
including in Vietnam, Ban-
gladesh and China.

There are currently two 
dairy farms in Cambodia – 
Moo Moo Farm in lvea Em 
district’s Arey Ksat commune 
in Kandal province which has 
about 200 cows and produces 
between 1,300-1,500 litres of 
fresh milk per day.

Techo Sen Russey Trip Dairy 
Farm in Chheb district’s Chheb 
II commune in Preah Vihear 
province covers 70ha and has 
a production capacity of about 
600 to 700 litres per day.

Patrocinio Rivera

EAST Timor imported $597 
million worth of goods last 
year, soaring 27 per cent from 
$470 million in 2018, reported 
Portugal’s lusa News Agency, 
citing data from the Ministry 
of Finance.

Of this, 37.9 per cent came 
from Indonesia, 16.2 per 
cent from Hong Kong, 14.6 
per cent from Singapore and 
14.4 per cent from mainland 
China, the ministry’s General 
Directorate of Statistics said 
in its annual External Trade 
Statistics Report 2019.

Portugal, the country’s for-
mer colonial power, was 14th 
on the list, exporting $5.4 
million worth of goods, lusa 
reported.

East Timor mainly imported 
fuel – accounting for around 
25 per cent of the total – fol-
lowed by vehicles, cereals, ma-
chinery, beverages and iron.

The country exported an 
all-time record of $182.3 mil-
lion worth of goods last year 
since it gained independence 
from Indonesia in 2002, with 
crude oil included in the fig-
ure for the first time last year.

Nearly half of all shipments 
went to Singapore, with the 
next largest markets being 
Malaysia, japan and China.

East Timor exported more 
than 7,000 tonnes of coffee (its 
main export) last year, worth 
$18.32 million, of which about 
half went to Indonesia.

Kingdom’s support
Cambodia exported 

$212,880 worth of goods 
to East Timor in 2018 and 
imported $5,300, reported 
online platform Trading 
Economics, citing the uN 
COMTRADE database on in-
ternational trade.

The two countries have 
consistently vowed to broad-
en bilateral trade and invest-
ment relations for the ben-
efits of the two countries and 
peoples.

Cambodia was the first 
ASEAN member to support 
East Timor’s bid to join the 
10-nation bloc, which it an-
nounced in 2011. Member-
ship would dramatically 

boost its economy, trade and 
investment.

At an April 17 meeting 
with the Green Trade Com-
pany, under the Ministry of 
Commerce, and the Cambo-
dia Rice Federation (CRF), 
East Timorese ambassador 
to Cambodia Ermenegildo 
“Kupa” lopes proposed a 
plan for the Kingdom to start 
exporting rice to East Timor.

‘Rice is ready’
At a meeting with lopes on 

june 9, Minister of Commerce 
Pan Sorasak said the Kingdom 
“has already prepared 30,000 
tonnes of rice for export, and 
we ask the Timorese side to 
evaluate the ins and outs of 
the plan and get back to us 
with its feedback”.

He also called on East 
Timor’s private sector to invest 
in a rice mill in the Kingdom.

The revenue generated 
from the Kingdom’s milled-
rice exports has plunged in 
the last few months, with the 
97,408 tonnes shipped to the 
international market during 
the May-june period raking 
in just $54 million, or $554.37 
per tonne.

This weighed down the 
average per-tonne value of 
milled-rice shipments in 
the january-june period to 
$663.88. Meanwhile, the 
equivalent for the whole of 
2019 was $807.93.

Even at the May-june rate, 
30,000 tonnes of milled rice 
would add $16.6 million to 
the Kingdom’s exports to East 
Timor, far eclipsing all previ-
ous data.

lopes said East Timor is in-
tent on importing rice from 
Cambodia and added that 
it could export crops to the 
Kingdom as well.

He also mentioned that his 
country could provide 3,000 
fuel sector jobs to Cambodians.

East Timor imported 6,800 
tonnes of rice in the first two 
months of this year, around 
5,000 tonnes less than the 
year-ago period, Port Author-
ity of Timor-leste (Aportil) 
data show.

No official data has been 
released for the subsequent 
months.

Timor imports up 
27%, Cambodian 
rice sale pending

In its preliminary phases, Khmer Fresh Milk’s processing plant is able to produce fresh milk at a rate of 
between 2,000 and 3,000 litres per day and will be able to churn out 10,000 once the production line is fully 
online. FRESH NEWS



Hon Hai Technology Group (Fox-
conn) has proposed the Vietnamese 
government to allow enterprises in 
industrial zones (IZs) to purchase or 
lease-purchase social housing units 
for their workers.

The proposal was raised when 
Foxconn faced difficulty in develop-
ing three social housing projects 
near IZs where its factories were 
located.

Those included the project covering 
9.9ha worth more than one trillion 
dong ($43.3 million) near Binh Xuyen 
2 IZ in Vinh Phuc province, Van Trung 
social housing project covering 16.7ha 
with a total investment of 3.4 trillion 
dong in Van Trung IZ, Bac Giang prov-
ince, and 6.3ha Golden Park worth 2.9 
trillion dong in Que Vo IZ, Bac ninh 
province.

Foxconn proposed companies 
operating in these three IZs to be 
allowed to represent workers to pur-
chase or lease-purchase social hous-
ing units to meet the housing demand 
of their workers, which would help 
promote the development of social 
housing projects for workers which 
were facing a severe shortage.

Foxconn said that its survey found 
most workers had urgent demand for 
houses to settle down but even social 
housing units for workers were unaf-
fordable for them. 

Vietnam Lawyers Association’s 
Hoang Van Dao said that in accord-
ance with the Law on Housing 2014 
there were no regulations allowing 
foreign companies to buy social 
housing units.

If the proposal is approved, it will 
be necessary to develop specific 
mechanisms for these projects or to 
amend the established laws which 
would require the approval of the 
national Assembly, Dao said, adding 
that the amendment process would 
not be simple.

nguyen Trong ninh, the director of 
the Ministry of Construction’s Hous-
ing and Real Estate Market Manage-
ment Agency, told the Lao Dong 
(Labour) online newspaper that such 
a proposal must be given careful con-
sideration because it requires amend-
ments to the established law.

An expert in urban management 
Tran Quoc Viet said that allowing 
enterprises to purchase or lease-
purchase houses for workers could 
be put into consideration as workers 
at IZs had high demand for homes.

Viet, however, warned that if the 
proposal was approved, it was neces-
sary to pay attention to problems 
which might arise such as higher 
housing prices for workers.

Vietnam national University of 
Agriculture’s nguyen Quang Hoc said 
allowing foreign companies to buy 
social housing units might cause a lot 
of problems.

Hoc said it was difficult to manage 
who they leased the social housing 
projects to, whether they were work-
ers or not. In case the workers quit 
their jobs and changed accommoda-
tion, the problem would be who 
would own the houses.

Hoc stressed that foreign compa-
nies operating in Vietnam must com-
ply with the country’s laws. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Loans to realty, construction up 16%
Hin Pisei

T
HE total outstand-
ing loans extended 
to the real estate and 
construction sec-

tor by banking institutions 
in Cambodia amounted to 
nearly $7.69 billion as of the 
end of the first half of this 
year, the national Bank of 
Cambodia (nBC) said in its 
Semi-Annual Report 2020 re-
leased on july 8.

This is a 16.23 per cent climb 
from the more than $6.61 bil-
lion posted at the end of last 
year, the nBC said.

overall outstanding loans 
in the banking industry 
reached $26.7 billion on 
june 30, of which the real es-
tate and construction sector 
accounted for 28.8 per cent.

Loans in the sector ac-
counted for 11.6 per cent 
($3.097 billion) of personal 
mortgages, 9.2 per cent of 
construction ($2.456 billion) 
and eight per cent of real 
estate transactions ($2.136 
billion).

overall outstanding loans in 
the banking industry reached 
$24.5 billion on December 
31, of which the real estate 
and construction sector ac-
counted for 27 per cent.

Sectoral loan accounted 
for 10 per cent $2.450 bil-
lion) of personal mortgages, 
10 per cent of construction 
($2.450 billion) and seven 
per cent of real estate trans-
actions ($1.715 billion).

nBC governor Chea Chanto 
cited a number of Covid-19 
repercussions emerging in the 
Kingdom’s banking sector.

“The primary risks are a 
prolonged Covid-19 and a 
fall in people’s incomes and 
businesses which would 
constrain growth in deposits 
and credit, trigger a wave of 
debt restructuring, provoke 
cracks in the real estate and 
construction sector and 
decelerate foreign capital 
inflows into the Kingdom’s 
banking sector.

“Although Cambodia has 
taken effective measures to 
control the spread of Covid-
19, the construction sector 
in Cambodia is also facing a 
decline due to in part foreign 
funding are from overseas.

“With all these challenges, 
Cambodia’s economy is ex-
pected grow negatively in 
2020, at the lowest rate since 
1995,” Chanto said.

Cambodia will be set to 
make a V-shaped economic 
recovery next year if the 
novel coronavirus can be 

contained by the end of the 
year, he said, noting that the 
growth rate would fall short 
of 2009 levels due to a slow 
recovery in the tourism, 
construction and real-estate 
sector in the short-term.

Soeng Phorn, senior vice-
president and credit division 
head at Acleda Bank Plc, told 
The Post on Wednesday that 
his bank had seen a slight 
decline in mortgages in the 
first half of this year.

The bank, he said, focused 
on lending to the hardest-

hit sectors, especially small 
and medium-sized enter-
prises (SMEs).

“At Acleda, the number 
of mortgage loans fell just 
less than one per cent in the 
first half from the end of last 
year, but I expect a second-
half rebound,” Phorn said.

He said the outstanding 
value of his bank’s mortgage 
loans totalled $142 million 
as of june 30.

Sam Soknoeun, the presi-
dent of both the Global Real 
Estate Association and KW 
Sam Sn Realty Co Ltd, said 
banking industry loans are 
a vital backbone in boost-
ing the national economy 
and affording Cambodi-
ans the opportunity to buy 
their own homes as fewer 
now have the cash in hand 
needed to go through with 
the purchases.

“The rise in bank mort-
gages bodes well for the real 
estate sector in Cambodia to 
remain a favourable forward 
pace,” he said.

But as the number of bank 
mortgages rises, the trend 
towards buying homes from 
developers with instalment 
pay plans increases sub-
stantially, he warned.

In a more upbeat tone, So-
knoeun said mortgage lend-
ing in the Kingdom’s bank-
ing industry will further 
accelerate down the line, as 
interest rates plunge even 
lower to catch up to other 
countries.

Reform needed to give 
jakarta property a kick
EXPERTS have urged the jakarta 
administration to reform its building 
permit (IMB) acquirement proce-
dures to weather the economic 
impacts of Covid-19.

jakarta Property Institute (jPI), a 
non-profit group that mediates dia-
logue between the government and 
real estate players, have urged the 
government to expedite IMB acquire-
ment to attract investment and pro-
vide job opportunities amid the cur-
rent economic woes.

Currently, it takes three to four 
years to acquire an IMB, and then an 
additional 18 to 36 months to finish 
the building construction. In total, it 
takes six years for a building to be 
constructed, the jPI has noted.

jPI executive director Wendy Har-
yanto said on july 9: “During times 
where the number of layoffs has 
reached 6.8 million nationally, we need 
a sector that can provide job opportu-
nities quickly and massively.”

High-rise commercial and residen-
tial property construction has pro-
vided 450,000 job opportunities 
between 2018 and this year in jakar-
ta, jPI data shows. Meanwhile, the 
property and construction sector 
have contributed to 17.6 per cent of 
the Indonesian capital’s regional 
gross domestic product (GDP).

Wendy stated that the influx of 
investment and projects from the 
sector could contribute greatly to the 
city’s employment rate and overall 
economy.

The ongoing health crisis has wors-
ened the unemployment rate in the 
country. The government has esti-
mated that some 5.5 million people 
may lose their jobs this year, pushing 
Indonesia’s unemployment rate to 
between 8.1 and 9.2 per cent, up from 
5.28 per cent last year.

Wendy said: “There is still a potential 
for investment even though it’s leaning 
toward the residential sector.”

A recent survey held by online prop-
erty marketplace 99.co and rumah123.
com found that 76 per cent of the sur-
veyed respondents were still looking 
for a residential property this year 
amid the economic downturn.

Based on the marketplace survey, 
a quarter of the respondents, most of 
whom were millennials living in 
Greater jakarta, were looking for 
houses priced between 250 and 500 
million rupiah ($17,500 and $35,000) 
or one and two billion rupiah.

However, while there was still poten-
tial for demand, Wendy said the pains-
taking process for developers to obtain 
an IMB and file all required licences 
had caused prices to go up while simul-
taneously dissuading investors.

The World Bank’s 2020 Ease of 
Doing Business (EoDB) index esti-
mated that it took 191 days to com-
plete construction permit require-
ments for a standard warehouse in 
jakarta, above East Asia and Pacific 
countries’ average of 132 days.

The cost of a permit in the capital has 
also proven to be expensive, at around 

8.5 per cent of property value, nearly 
double the average 4.5 per cent of 
property value in East Asia and Pacific 
countries, according to the EoDB.

Ernst and young senior adviser Ber-
nardus Djonoputro said that besides 
cumbersome regulation, the con-
struction and property sector are also 
facing high liquidity risk and immense 
pressure for shareholder returns due 
to the impact of Covid-19.

“The unprecedented downturn and 
limited access to capital is forcing us 
to work hard and innovate in all 
aspects of our sector,” he said.

The pandemic has brought woes to 
the country’s construction sector, as 
inconsistent site closures and supply 
chain disruption caused by the health 
crisis are adding to project costs.

Bandung Institute of Technology 

School of Business and Management 
lecturer Aries Firman said developers 
must adopt data analytics and utilise 
automation during their property’s con-
struction to increase efficiency during 
times when liquidity was scarce.

To avoid regulatory hurdles, Aries 
also urged developers to make com-
prehensive plans prior to the physical 
construction phase.

“There are many developers that plan 
as they go. When they are faced with 
compliance issues, they have to take a 
step back because they didn’t anticipate 
them to begin with,” he said.

Furthermore, he added that develop-
ers could use building plans from a 
design library rather than start from 
scratch and consolidate their value 
chain to improve efficiency and reduce 
cost. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vn may let 
int’l firms 
buy social 
housing units 
for workers

Real estate mogul Sam Soknoeun said banking industry loans are a vital backbone in boosting the 
national economy and affording Cambodians the opportunity to buy their own homes. HEAN RANGSEY

High-rise commercial and residential property construction has provided 450,000 job 
opportunities between 2018 and 2020 in Jakarta. THE JAKARTA POST
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Apartment for Rent
Located at west of Independence 
Monument, 2 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen, lot of sunlight.
Price: $1,200/month

Apartment for Rent
Located at North West of Russian 
Market, 1, 2 and 3 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen and balcony. 
Price: $700, $900, and $1800/M

Apartment for rent
Located near Russian Market, 2 
bedrooms, open living room, bal-
cony, fully furnished, nice kitchen, 
lot of sunlight. 
Price: $1,200/month

Renovated apartment for rent 
Located: Near Royal Palace
2 bedrooms, well renovated, 
Fully furnished, good security, 
many facilities around.  
Price: $750/month

Garden Villa for rent in BKK1
2 floors, 5 bedrooms, spacious 
living room, fully furnished, big 
kitchen and balcony. Good for 
residence or office.
Price: $7,000/month

Villa for rent in North Bridge 
Very big garden, 5 bedrooms, 
large living room, fully furnished, 
western kitchen, big balcony, 
very safe and quiet.
Price: $3,500/month 

Villa for rent 
Located in Sangkat Boeung Pro-
lit, Khan 7 Makara, 6 bedrooms, 
living room, kitchen, many facili-
ties around, safe and quiet.
Price: $5,000/month

Modern villa for rent 
In Grand Phnom Penh, 5 bed-
rooms, large living room, modern 
designed, fully furnished, modern 
kitchen, big balcony.
Price: $1,700/month

Villa for rent in Bassac Garden City
2 floors, 4 bedrooms, large living 
room, fully furnished, modern 
kitchen, big balcony,  
safe and quiet.
Price: $3,500/month

Villa for rent next to BBK1
7 bedrooms, large living room, 
partially furnished, big balcony, 
some trees, very safe 
and quiet. 
Price: $3,000/month

Office space for rent
On main street, size from 
200sqm to 400sqm, 7 floors,  
2 lifts, parking, open space,  
very safe.
Price: $14/sqm 

Office space for rent 
Located at west of Olympic 
Stadium, size from 840sqm to 
500sqm, 2nd floor, 2 lifts, park-
ing, open space, very safe.
Price: $16/sqm 

Shophouse for rent near AEON 2
Located in borey The Premier 
Land near AEON 2, 
6 bedrooms, good for office  
and business.
Price: $1,500/month

Shophouse for rent 
Located in Borey Penghout The 
Star Diamond, Road 60m, 
Land size:4.5m x 20m, 
House size: 4.5m x 12m, 
Price: $1,200/month

APARtMENt fOR RENt/SAlE VillA fOR RENt OffiCE SPACE /ShOPhOuSE fOR RENt

#113 Mao Tse Toung Blvd, No 2FD1
Phone: (+855) 95 955 777
Email: info@c21mekong.com.kh
www.c21mekong.com.kh
facebook.com/C21Mekong

089 200 300  
012 390 390tel: 

Email : info.epiagency@gmail.com
http://www.easypropertyrealty.com
#19DE0, St. 172, Sangkat Chey Chomnes, Khan Doun Penh.
Tel: 015 777 586 / 061 777 586 / 011 777 587

#35, Street.P10D, Borey Peng Huoth The Star Polaris 1, 
Sangkat Niruoth, Khan Chbaampov, Phnom Penh,  
E-Mail: info@katappraisal.com  / www.katappraisal.com
089 888 366, 089 888 277 | 089 888 377, 089 888 755

Address: #394 - 396 (Home City Building), Street 71, 
Chamkarmon, Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Email: info@towncity.com, www.towncity.com

Single Villa (type deluxe) 
Location: Borey Bassac Garden City 
Sangkat Tonle Bassac
Land size: 14 x 21.5m 
House size: 10m x 12m 
Price: $1,500,000 (Negotiable)

Villa for rent at BKK1 
Location: Sangkat Boeung Keng Kang 
1, Khan Chamkamorn, 
House size: 12m x 21m
Land size: 18m x 30m
Price: $4,500/month

Villa lC2 for sale 
Location: Borey Penghuoth The Star 
Natural, Street 371
House size: 5.1m x 7.2m
Land size: 5.1m x 15m
Price: $150,000 (Negotiable)

Villa Queen for sale
Location: Borey Chipmong, Street 371, 
in front of PC Market
House size: 9m x 12m
Land size: 14m x 23m
Price: $1,000,000 (Negotiable)

Single villa for sale
Location: Borey Villa Town, Hun Sen 
Blvd, next to ISPP
House size: 8.47m x 13.47m
Land size: 12.3m x 23m
Price: $750,000 (Negotiable)

Mesong tower for sale
Location: Diamond Island, Tolebassac, 
Chomkamon,
House size: 47-66sqm
Bedroom: 1 unit
Price: $100,000 (Negotiable)

land for sale (lS:l84)
Land size: 20x30M, 
Location: Borey Kang Meng, Sangkat 
Prek Kompers, Khan Dongkor,  
Phnom Penh City 
Price: $170,000 (Negotiable)  

land for sale (lS: l64) 
Land size: 30x43M 
Location: Sang Kat Prek Eng, Khan 
Chbar Ampov 
Phnom Penh
Price: $320,000 (Negotiable)

land for sale (lS:l68)
Land size: 618m2
Soft title 
Location: Prek Eng, Chbar Ampov, 
Phnom Penh
Price: $200,000

land for sale (Code:lS:l64)
Land size: 40m x72m
Location: Veal Sbov 
Chbar Ampov  
Phnom Penh
Price: $1,300,000

Villa for sale (code VS.l24)
Land size: 8m x22m
House size: 6m x12m
Location: Peng Hout Boeng Snor,
Chbar Ampov, Phnom Penh
Price: $350,000

Villa for sales (CodeVS.l21) 
Land size: 8.59x22m 
House size: 6x12m, location: N.98 
St.E-01: Borey Peng Huot Berg Snor, 
Chbar Ampov 
Price: $390,000

link house for sale
Land size :  4.1m x 14m
House size :  4.1m x 12m 
Location :  Borey Leng Navatra 
Sangkat Chaom Chau 
Price: $67,000 (Negotiable)   

Shop house for sale at Borey Peng 
huoth Boeung Snor
Land Size :  4.5m x 21m 
House Size : 4.5m x 14m
Location : Sangkat Niroth 
Price: $290,000 (Negotiable)  

flat for sale
Land size :  4.2m x 20.5m 
House Size :  4.2m x 13m 
Location :  Borey Lim Chheanghak  
Veal Sbov
Price: $69,800 (Negotiable) 

Olympia condo SOhO type for sale  
Size : 45Sqm 
Location : Sangkat Orussey,  
Khan 7 Makara
Phnom Penh
Price : $13,000 (Negotiable)

Villa lC1 for sale
Land Size : 5.2m x 14m 
House Size : 5.2m x 7m 
Location : Chea Sophara, Borey Peng 
Huoth The Star Premier
Price: $84,500 (Negotiable)  

twin Villa for sale at Borey Peng 
huoth PC market
Land Size : 6m x 16m
House Size : 6m x 12m 
Location : Chak Ang Re Luer 
Price : $385,000 (Negotiable)

land for sale
Land Size: 11.5m x 150m
Title: Hard
Location: Prek Eng 
Chbar Ampov, Phnom Penh
Price: $400/m2

land for sale
Land size: 17,089m2 
Location: Dang Kao
Phnom Penh
Cambodia
Price: $180/m2 (Negotiable)

land for sale 
Land: Size 32m x 54m
Location: Chaom Chau
Khan Porsenchey
Phnom Penh
Price: $350/m2

land for sale
Land size: 16m x 22m 
Location: Prek Eng 
Chbar Ampov 
Phnom Penh
Price: $120,000

house for sale
Land size: 5m x 20m
House size: 4.2m x 15.2m
Location: Preak Hor
Ta Khmoa, Kandal
Price: $65,000 

house for sale
Land size: 4.5m x 15m
House size: 4.5m x 10m
Location Preak Hor Ta Khmao, 
Kandal
Price: $51,500
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world

NORTH Korea took a positive tone 
in reports about South Korean 
Minister of unification nominee 
lee In-young and about the coun-
try’s new special adviser to the 
president on foreign affairs and 
national security, Im jong-seok.

“There is much anticipation to-
wards lee In-young and Im jong-
seok,” the North’s propaganda out-
let uriminzokkiri said on Tuesday, 
citing a commentary in the South’s 
online outlet jaju Sibo.

“Attention is drawn to their future 
moves as both have made critical 
remarks about the RoK [Republic of 
Korea]-uS working group.”

As the North Korean outlet 
abridged the 1,600-character arti-
cle into about 600 words, it directly 
quoted phrases such as “must up-
hold the idea of uri minzok kiri” 
(which means “among our Korean 
race”), “courage to confront the 
uS” and “must make them get rid 
of the RoK-uS working group, the 
Terminal High Altitude Area De-
fence [uS anti-ballistic missile 
defence system] and RoK-uS joint 
military drills.”

Meari, another one of the North’s 
propaganda outlets, said South Ko-
reans had demanded that their gov-
ernment be self-reliant and discard 
its submissive attitude toward the 
uS, citing a survey by South Korean 
pollster Realmeter.

The North’s propaganda radio sta-
tion Tongil Voice on Tuesday said 
South Korean civic groups were call-
ing for the disbandment of the RoK-
uS working group and the withdraw-
al of uS forces from South Korea.

The latest reports from Pyongyang 
come more than two weeks after it 
stopped bitterly denouncing Seoul. 
THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

NK strikes 
hopeful tone 
on South’s 
appointees

Beijing alerts countries on rising 
uS meddling in South China Sea
B

EIjING has called 
on countries to re-
main vigilant to 
Washington’s ten-

dency toward militarisation 
in the South China Sea and 
jointly safeguard regional 
peace and stability.

State Councillor and Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs Wang 
yi made the remark in a vid-
eoconference on Tuesday 
with Philippine Secretary of 
Foreign Affairs Teodoro lo-
pez locsin jr.

The uS continues to dis-
turb tranquillity in the 
South China Sea by send-
ing advanced warships and 
aircraft to flex its muscles 
there, Wang said.

On Monday, uS Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo said in 
a statement: “Beijing’s claims 
to offshore resources across 
most of the South China Sea 
are completely unlawful.”

Wang said the statement 
violated Washington’s com-
mitment not to take sides 
in territorial disputes in the 
South China Sea, deliberate-
ly sowed discord between 
China and ASEAN countries 
and attempted to create 
conflicts between regional 
nations and undermine re-
gional stability.

Such a practice of back-
tracking will only harm the 
credibility of the uS, he said.

China will continue to 
work with the Philippines 
and other countries in the 
region to deal with maritime 
issues through dialogue and 
consultation and conclude 
a code of conduct in the 
South China Sea at an early 
date, Wang said.

Wang told his Philippine 
counterpart: “Dealing with 
the South China Sea issue 
requires us to look forward 
together instead of going 
back to the past.”

locsin said bilateral mari-
time disputes should not and 
will not affect the friendship 
between the Philippines and 
China.

The Philippines would like 
to resolve disputes relat-
ing to the South China Sea 
through friendly bilateral 
negotiations and promote 
maritime cooperation with 
China, he said.

In response to Pompeo’s 
remarks, ministry spokes-
man Zhao lijian on Tuesday 

said Beijing has never striv-
en to build a “maritime em-
pire” in the South China Sea, 
and he urged Washington to 
stop its attempts to disrupt 
and sabotage regional peace 
and stability.

Pompeo said in his state-
ment that Beijing has of-
fered no coherent legal basis 
for its nine-dash line claim 
in the South China Sea 
“since formally announcing 
it in 2009”, and the Arbitral 
Tribunal’s decision on the 
South China Sea in 2016 is 
final and legally binding on 
China and the Philippines.

Zhao told a daily news 
briefing that the Chinese 
government published the 

location Map of the South 
China Sea Islands, on which 
the interrupted lines are 
marked, in 1948.

The lines have not been 
questioned by any country 
for a very long time, Zhao 
said, adding that China’s 
territorial sovereignty and 
maritime rights and interests 
in the South China Sea have 
sufficient historical and legal 
basis and are consistent with 
relevant international law 
and international practice.

He refuted Pompeo’s re-
marks about the arbitration 
case, saying that China will 
not accept abuse of inter-
national maritime law by 
the uS by hyping the South 

China Sea arbitration case to 
serve its political purposes.

The uS is a troublemaker 
undermining peace and sta-
bility in the South China Sea 
region, which is obvious to 
the international community, 
he said, adding: “We urge the 
uS to stop making trouble on 
the South China Sea issue.”

China will continue to 
safeguard its sovereignty 
and security in accordance 
with the law and maintain 
friendly cooperation with 
regional countries, he said.

Also on Tuesday, Zhao 
announced that China will 
impose sanctions on Mary-
land, uS-based contractor 
lockheed Martin Corp for 
its involvement in the latest 
uS arms sale to Taiwan.

The company is the main 
contractor for a $620 mil-
lion upgrade package for 
Taiwan’s Patriot surface-to-
air missiles, which was ap-
proved by the uS last week.

The sanctions are neces-
sary measures to safeguard 
national interests, Zhao said, 
calling on the uS to end its 
military ties with Taiwan and 
stop selling weapons to the 
island in order to avoid fur-
ther harming Sino-uS ties 
and cross-Straits stability.

Taiwan Affairs Office of the 
State Council spokeswoman 
Zhu Fenglian said the Dem-
ocratic Progressive Party 
authority’s efforts to seek 
“independence” are due to 
fail, and these moves will 
only undermine peace and 
stability across the Taiwan 
Straits and bring disaster to 
people on the island. CHINA 

DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

China’s foreign ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian said the country will continue to safeguard its 
sovereignty and security in accordance with the law and maintain friendly cooperation with regional 
countries. XINHUA NEWS AGENCY

uS rescinds order denying visas for foreign students
THE uS government rescinded its 
controversial decision to revoke for-
eign student visas whose courses 
move online due to coronavirus, a 
federal judge said on Tuesday.

The universities of Harvard and 
MIT – with the support of a number 
of other institutions, teachers’ unions 
and at least 18 uS states – had taken 
legal action against the move that uS 
Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE) announced on july 6.

“The government has agreed to rescind” 
the decision as well as any implementa-
tion of the directive, judge Allison Bur-
roughs said in a brief hearing.

Harvard and MIT earlier this month 
had asked the court to block the order 
announced by ICE that students 
must leave the country if their class-
es are only online, or transfer to a 
school offering in-person tuition.

The measure was seen as a move by 
President Donald Trump’s administra-
tion to put pressure on educational 
institutions that are adopting a cau-
tious approach to reopening amid the 
global Covid-19 pandemic.

The universities say in their lawsuit 

that the order would harm students 
“immensely”, both personally and 
financially.

It describes the order as “arbitrary 
and capricious” and says it threw uS 
higher education “into chaos”.

There were more than one million 
international students in the uS for the 
2018-2019 academic year, the Institute 
of International Education (IIE) said.

The court gave no reason for the 
Trump administration’s flip, and the 
president did not immediately react 
on Tuesday.

The university of Southern Califor-
nia in a statement: “We are thrilled 
that the government backed down.

“Our international students are a vital 
part of the uSC community, and they 
deserve the right to continue their edu-
cation without risk of deportation.”

Most uS colleges and universities 
have not yet announced their plans 
for the fall semester but Harvard has 
said all its classes for the 2020-2021 
academic year will be conducted 
online “with rare exceptions”.

Some 40 per cent of undergradu-
ates will be allowed to return to cam-

pus, but their instruction will be con-
ducted remotely.

It says packed classrooms endanger 
the health of students and teachers.

Trump has branded the decision 
“ridiculous” as he takes a bullish 
approach to reopen the country 
ahead of November’s presidential 
vote when he seeks re-election.

Despite the continued progression 
of coronavirus throughout the uS – 
which has confirmed more than 3.4 
million cases, with more than 136,000 
deaths – Trump has aggressively insist-
ed that schools must open this fall.

The uS president has threatened to 
withhold federal funding from schools 
that refuse to reopen and criticised 
guidelines from the uS Centers for 
Disease Control for the safe reopening 
of educational institutions, saying 
they are too rigid and expensive.

Cracking down on immigration is 
one of Trump’s key issues, and he has 
taken a particularly hard stance on for-
eigners since the health crisis began.

last month, he froze until next year 
the issuing of green cards – which 
offer permanent uS resident status 

– and some work visas, particularly 
those used in the technology sector.

“Thankfully, this attack on students 
is over,” said Andrea Flores, deputy 
director of immigration policy for the 
American Civil liberties union, fol-
lowing the ruling.

“But the administration will undoubt-
edly continue in its failure to protect 
the people in America by using the 
pandemic for its hateful agenda to dis-
mantle our immigration system, rath-
er than creating a coordinated response 
for the future of our nation.” AFP

There were more than one million international students in the US for the 2018-2019 
academic year. AFP
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Indonesian doctors still prone to virus
W

ITH the Covid-19 pan-
demic still accelerat-
ing at an alarming rate, 
healthcare workers re-

main prone to the virus and social per-
secution, a medical association and 
human rights association have said.

The Indonesian Medical Associa-
tion (IDI) on Monday reported that at 
least 61 doctors across Indonesia had 
died in the fight against Covid-19.

“In the past week, 14 doctors have 
died [of Covid-19],” IDI spokesper-
son Halik Malik told The Jakarta Post 
on Monday. “It is the highest number 
of cases reported within a week, and 
they mostly came from East java.”

On Monday alone, the IDI an-
nounced the deaths of five doctors 
from the coronavirus, namely Abdul 
Choliq from Probolinggo of East java, 
Zulkiflie Saleh from Banjarmasin of 
South Kalimantan, Arief Agustono 
Hadi from lamongan of East java, 
Budi luhur from Gresik of East java 
and Deni Chrismono Raharjo from 
Surabaya of East java.

“Many doctors were unable to get 
access to swab tests. Many died even 
before being tested,” Halik explained, 
adding that the government needed 
to provide healthcare workers with 
access to polymerase chain reaction 
(PCR) tests in every health facility.

Indonesian Nurses Association 
(PPNI) data show that at least 167 
nurses nationwide were confirmed 
to have had the disease so far.

However, PPNI chairman Harif Fa-
dhilah said the East java PPNI alone 
had recorded at least 277 nurses who 
were Covid-19 positive in the province. 
He went on to say that with many cas-
es that went unreported, he assumed 
that the total number of nurses with 
Covid-19 might exceed 400.

“It is hard for us to verify the ac-
tual number as nurses usually report 
their health status voluntarily. Some 
may also not report their positive 
Covid-19 result due to negative stig-
ma, work pressure and many other 
factors,” he said.

Harif added that the PPNI had re-
corded 43 deaths of nurses nation-

wide as they battled against the vi-
rus, 11 of them in East java.

The PPNI also received reports 
that nurses working in non-Covid-19 
referral hospitals were still dealing 
with shortages of personal protective 
equipment (PPE).

Amnesty International Indonesia 
on Monday released a report docu-
menting the experiences of health-
care workers on the front line battling 
the Covid-19 pandemic, saying that 
the government is accountable for 
the deaths of many medical workers 
in the country because of the disease.

The organisation’s report revealed 
that as of Monday at least 89 health-
care workers – 60 doctors, 23 nurses 
and six dentists – in Indonesia had 
died because of the virus.

“Not only do healthcare workers 
have to work extra hours during the 
pandemic, but they are also being 
unfairly paid and dealing with fear of 

the risks of Covid-19 on a daily basis,” 
Amnesty International Indonesia ex-
ecutive director usman Hamid said 
in a webinar entitled Global report: 
Health workers silenced, exposed, at-
tacked on the same day.

In addition, the organisation reported 
that as of june 12, at least 878 healthcare 
workers in Indonesia had contracted 
Covid-19, at least 225 of them resid-
ing in East java province – the current 
Covid-19 epicentre in the country.

usman said: “Those are the num-
bers that are able to be verified by 
organisations like us. If only the gov-
ernment also verifies the report on 
the matter, the actual numbers might 
be higher than what we provided.”

Amnesty International Indonesia 
also reported that as of june 2, at 
least 189 health workers had been 
laid off due to the crisis resulting 
from the pandemic.

usman said: “Health workers have 

also experienced stigma and vio-
lence because of their job.”

The organisation has recorded 
eight cases of healthcare workers 
being rejected from their respective 
rooming houses. In one instance, lo-
cal residents rejected the funeral of 
a nurse who had died of Covid-19, 
near a residential complex.

usman said: “We urge the state to 
take its response to Covid-19 seri-
ously and to better protect those 
healthcare workers who are battling 
the pandemic at the forefront.

“The state must ensure adequate 
compensation for health workers 
and protect those who have faced re-
prisals for raising health and security 
concerns to prevent further unjust 
treatment against health workers.”

As of Tuesday, Indonesia had re-
corded 78,572 confirmed cases of 
Covid-19 with 3,710 fatalities. THE JA-

KARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

IDI spokesperson Halik Malik said the government needs to provide healthcare workers with access to polymerase chain reaction 
(PCR) tests in every health facility. THE JAKARTA POST

THAIlAND suspended all inbound 
flights on Tuesday after an Egyptian 
soldier skipped self-quarantine 
and went to a shopping mall before 
testing positive for Covid-19.

The country has not recorded a 
domestic case of the virus for 50 
days, winning praise for its strict 
lockdown which has so far con-
trolled infections.

It had been gingerly reopening 
its airspace, hoping to use the low 
virus rates to tease back visitors 
to an economy flatlined by the 
collapse of tourism.

But all inbound flights will be 
stopped after the group of Egyp-
tian soldiers entered via the mil-
itary-controlled u-Tapao airport, 
in Rayong province, without any 
virus screening.

They were meant to self-quar-
antine at a hotel before flying out 
the next day but instead went to 
a nearby shopping mall. One sol-
dier in the group later tested posi-
tive for the disease.

Authorities are now scrambling 
to trace around 1,700 people at the 
mall and the surrounding area.

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-
cha said he took “all responsibil-
ity” for the oversight and issued a 
rare apology for undermining the 
public’s “confidence and safety”.

He told a televised address: “It hap-
pened because people did not re-
spect the rules. All inbound flights are 
halted – there are no more approvals 
until we can solve the problem.”

Thailand, which receives daily 
repatriation flights, had imposed 
a 14-day state quarantine on a 
few approved groups of foreign-
ers allowed in – like spouses of 
Thai nationals, work permit hold-
ers and foreign students.

But aircraft crew and diplomats 
were exceptions allowed to self-
quarantine.

The Egyptian man arrived on a 
military flight with 30 other officers 
on july 10 after a 24-hour round trip 
to Chengdu, China. They departed 
for Egypt the following morning.

After the incident, a health min-
istry official said that eight Egyp-
tian military flights approved to 
travel through the kingdom later 
this month had been cancelled.

The Egyptian embassy issued a 
statement Tuesday night express-
ing “its most sincere regrets and 
sympathies to all those who may 
have been adversely affected by 
this unfortunate incident”.

Authorities are also trying to 
trace the movements of the daugh-
ter of Sudan’s charge d’affaires who 
entered the country on july 10 and 
stayed in a busy Bangkok condo 
instead of an embassy residence.

Prayut’s action appears to have 
also put a pin in plans for “travel 
bubbles”, which the tourism-re-
liant kingdom had proposed last 
month to allow entry of travellers 
from selected Asian countries with 
similarly low levels of the virus.

The incidents drew widespread 
anger from Thais on social media, 
with the hashtag “damn the gov-
ernment, damn its supporters” 
trending on Twitter.

Thailand has recorded just 
3,200 cases and 58 deaths, despite 
being the first country outside of 
China to record a case.

But the virus has taken a toll 
on the economy, with growth ex-
pected to contract between six 
and 10 per cent this year, leaving 
millions jobless. AFP

Thailand 
halts flights 
after foreigner 
tests positive

August 10 target to restart M’sia-S’pore travel
MAlAySIA and Singapore have agreed 
to start cross-border travel for long-
term pass holders and essential busi-
ness and official travellers.

The target is to have the necessary 
systems and processes in place on 
August 10.

Malaysian Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Hishammuddin Hussein and 
his Singapore counterpart Dr Vivian 
Balakrishnan announced this in a 
joint statement on Tuesday.

The reciprocal “green lane” will al-
low travel for essential business and 
official purposes between the two 
countries. Those eligible will have to 
abide by measures, including taking 
Covid-19 swab tests and submitting 
their itineraries.

The periodic commuting arrange-
ment will allow Malaysia residents and 
Singapore residents who hold long-
term immigration passes for business 
and work purposes in the other coun-
try to enter that country for work.

After at least three consecutive 
months in their country of work, they 
may return to their home country for 
short-term home leave, and thereaf-
ter re-enter their country of work to 
continue work for at least another 
three consecutive months, said the 
statement.

The proposed August 10 date will 
give the relevant agencies of both 
governments time to finalise the 

standard operating procedures of the 
two initiatives, said the statement.

The requirements, health protocols 
and application process involved for 
entry and exit into Malaysia and Sin-
gapore will be published 10 days be-
fore their implementation.

Also, on Tuesday, Balakrishnan said 
via Facebook: “Singapore and Malay-
sia share deep and extensive ties, and 
cross-border people-to-people inter-
actions and economic exchanges are 

important to both countries.
“Through these travel arrange-

ments, we hope to progressively and 
safely restore these exchanges and 
address the needs of different groups 
of travellers.”

Malaysia imposed a movement 
control order on March 18 to stem 
the spread of coronavirus cases in 
the country.

It has been in a “recovery phase” 
since last month, although its inter-

national borders remain shut.
On june 8, Singapore gradually 

reopened its borders by launching 
a “fast lane” agreement with China 
which allowed the resumption of es-
sential business and official travel.

But restrictions apply, such as trav-
ellers having to seek approval from 
the authorities.

Currently, long-term pass holders 
arriving in Singapore – other than 
those who have spent the last 14 days 
in certain countries or regions – have 
to serve a 14-day stay-home notice 
period at dedicated facilities.

Malaysia and Singapore have also 
agreed to develop other schemes for 
cross-border movements, such as a 
daily cross-border commuting pro-
posal for work purposes for travellers 
from both countries.

This will take into account the re-
quired health protocols and available 
medical resources in both countries 
to ensure the safety of the citizens of 
both sides.

Balakrishnan said in the Facebook 
post that these other schemes will 
take time as the necessary public 
health protocols and available medi-
cal resources of both countries need 
to be considered.

“I would, therefore, seek the patience 
of fellow Singaporeans, as we navigate 
these challenges carefully.” THE STRAITS 

TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The reciprocal ‘green lane’ will allow travel for essential business and official purposes 
between the two countries. THE STRAITS TIMES
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Many residents of 
Cambodia stranded 
in Thailand amid 
Covid-19 need help 

I’m writing on behalf of a 
group of foreign residents of 
Cambodia who have been 
trying for the past two weeks 
to organise a charter flight 
from Bangkok to Phnom 
Penh. We have made some 
progress, but things are mov-
ing slowly and the clock is 
ticking as the Thai govern-
ment appears to move ahead 
with plans to end its amnesty 
period for non-permanent 

residents of Thailand. 
What the Thai government 

does not appear to consider 
is that many of us who have 
been stranded here since 
March are actually legal 
residents of neighbouring 
Southeast Asian countries – 
in our case Cambodia – and 
have been unable to return 
via direct travel routes de-
spite our best efforts. 

Two weeks ago my col-
league and I, both working 
for a Danish humanitarian 
organisation, initiated an ef-
fort to secure a direct charter 
flight to Phnom Penh. Direct 
flights to the city were termi-

nated in April, and we have 
been in Thailand since then. 
Having families with young 
children, we are reluctant 
to return via South Korea, 
which appears to be the only 
viable option. Not only is the 
trip long and arduous, but we 
will be put at risk of contract-
ing the coronavirus, being 
on a connecting flight from 
Incheon with travellers from 
all over the world. 

After two weeks of discus-
sions with our group and 
others trying to get a direct 
flight to Phnom Penh, we are 
ready to give up the effort 
and return via South Korea. 

And this is assuming we can 
secure that flight, which ap-
pears possible to book only 
through travel agents. What 
about independent travellers 
who don’t have such access 
to agents as I do, thanks to 
my company? How are we 
expected to leave Thailand 
when it is logistically not 
possible to do so?

The absurdity of this situ-
ation is striking. The Thai 
government is set to end its 
amnesty for non-permanent 
residents, people who have 
remained here for various 
reasons such as to secure 
access to medical care. 

We are professionals who 
simply wish to return to 
our country of residence, 
Cambodia, but are unable to 
do so without risk due to the 
absence of direct outbound 
flights. 

I sincerely hope that by 
bringing this issue to the 
attention of the media, we 
might make some progress in 
urging the Thai government 
to enable the safe return of 
travellers to their countries 
of residence. After all, we just 
want to go home. And for us, 
home is Cambodia.

Kristen Rasmussen 

letter to the editor

Send letters to: newsroom@phnompenhpost.com or PO Box 146, Phnom Penh, Cambodia. The Post reserves the right to edit letters to a shorter length.
The views expressed above are solely the author’s and do not reflect any positions taken by The Phnom Penh Post.

T
HE year 2020 is a 
mere seven months 
old, but it’s already 
been a bumper year 

for natural disasters – the 
devastating Australian bush-
fires in january, broken heat 
records, the most damaging 
locust plague in 70 years in 
parts of East Africa, a super 
cyclone in the Bay of Bengal, 
and the worst drought in 
centuries in Central Europe.

Most damaging of all, of 
course, has been Covid-19 – a 
consequence of our increas-
ingly close contact with hith-
erto undisturbed ecosystems. 
The pandemic has revealed 
the massive and unpredicta-
ble interconnectedness 
between natural environ-
ments and global economies.

Damage to ecosystems 
across the world and the result-
ing loss of biodiversity has 
received less attention than 
other sustainability challenges 
– climate change risks, pollut-
ants, poverty and conflict.

yet the biodiversity crisis is 
a direct risk to humankind. It 
is hard to quantify given the 
heterogeneity of ecosystems, 
and it is very hard to solve. 
However, what is certain is 
that we have not found a way 

to continue to grow and 
develop that interacts with 
the natural world in a sus-
tainable way.

The effects of human 
action on the natural world 
are profoundly damaging – 
deforestation, land degrada-
tion, pollution of the water, 
air and soil, hunting and har-
vesting, and climate change.

And as our population 
increases and our pursuit of 
economic growth continues, 
so the threat intensifies.

We lost an average of 60 per 
cent of the population of ver-
tebrate species between 1970 
and 2014.

Three-quarters of the land 
on earth has been “severely 
altered” by human actions 
and two-thirds of the marine 
environment. Around a mil-
lion species are at risk if we 
do nothing.

Our dependence of biodi-
versity for food, raw materi-
als, medicine and weather 
makes this trend extremely 
worrying.

Around 70 per cent of can-
cer drugs are organic or 
derived from natural prod-
ucts, for instance. Production 
of over 75 per cent of global 
food crop types relies on ani-
mal pollination.

In economic terms, the 
World Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF) estimates the cost of 

inaction on ecosystem decline 
at $9.87 trillion over 2011-2050.

like many sustainable 
development challenges, 
protecting and restoring bio-
diversity remains extremely 
complex – for investors, poli-
cymakers and communities 
around the world.

So perhaps there is a risk, 
that as policymakers and 
companies focus on tackling 
Covid-19, and then on 
increased debts, balance 
sheet damage and weak prof-
its, that other sustainability 
issues might get pushed into 
the background.

However, as we seek to build 
back better from the current 
social, economic and environ-
mental crisis, we have an 
opportunity to integrate an 
urgent and sizeable response 

to the biodiversity crisis at glo-
bal and systemic levels. And 
we think investors can take a 
lead in three key ways.

First, they can support the 
development of a robust 
methodology for measuring 
biodiversity loss, conserva-
tion and enhancement. More 
data will allow the measure-
ment of biodiversity risks, 
and enable markets to inte-
grate these in valuation.

Second, investors can allo-
cate assets towards compa-
nies which operate in envi-
ronmentally sustainable 
ways and which produce bio-
diversity-positive technolo-
gies. A simple analysis con-
tains evidence to suggest that 
such companies have out-
performed in recent years.

And third, asset manage-

ment firms should embed bio-
diversity protection at the 
heart of their approach to 
responsible investment 
through engaging with issuers, 
proxy voting and disclosure.

If anything, the pandemic 
should accelerate the focus 
on sustainable investing, 
rather than distract from it. 
While governments are fire-
fighting, investors can step 
up and play a pivotal role, 
with potential long-term 
benefits for themselves – and 
for the planet as a whole.

The pandemic should 
accelerate the focus on sus-
tainable investing, rather 
than distract from it. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The writer is co-head of Global ESG 
Research, HSBC.

Opinion
Ashim Paun

Devastating bushfire in Australia is one of the world’s numerous natural disasters this year. AfP
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One vine day: 
Wine sisters 
take on Thai 
booze cartels
S

ISTERS Mimi and Nik-
ki have battled Thai-
land’s tropical climate, 
chased off elephants 

from their vineyards and won 
over a sceptical public to their 
award-winning wine. Now 
they’re taking on the “unfair” 
booze laws critics say ben-
efit the kingdom’s billionaire 
booze monopolies.

Rows of Syrah, Viognier and 
Chenin Blanc grapes stretch 
across the 40-acre (16.2ha) 
GranMonte Estate in the foot-
hills of Khao yai National Park.

The elevated terrain, three 
hours outside of Bangkok, 
provides unexpectedly fertile 
ground for grapes and an escape 
from city life, complete with a 
rust-coloured guesthouse that 
could be pulled straight from a 
Tuscany tourism advert. 

As they snap selfies in be-
tween the vines visitors run 
into Nikki lohitnavy, 33, who 
studied oenology in Australia 
and now steers the science 
behind each bottle.

She painstakingly experi-
ments with grape varieties to 
see how they respond to the 
climate – it takes at least six 
years to see if a decent wine 
will emerge from the ground.

The plot of land was once a 
cornfield, but their father Vi-
sooth transformed the terrain 
into trellised vines and as a 
teenager Nikki joined him in 
the fields.

younger sister Mimi was 
not interested in the viticul-
ture, but today, she heads the 
label’s marketing, calling it 
her “mission to put Thai wine 

into the market”. 
The kingdom’s wine remains 

an outlier – grapes grown in 
warmer temperatures tend to 
produce tannic wines, some-
thing that seasoned drinkers 
eschew. 

But after more than two 
decades in business, Gran-
Monte is gaining recognition 
especially for its progress in 
tropical viticulture.

“Winemakers around the 
world want to know what we 
do here because the climate is 
changing so they have to adapt 
to warmer temperatures and 
higher rainfall in their regions 
too,” Nikki told AFP.

Its proximity to a national 
park also poses an unusual 
pest control issue as hungry 
elephants occasionally tres-
pass through their vineyard, 
prompting calls from the sis-
ters to rangers for help.

 Que Syrah Sera
Despite the gains, the long 

term future of the GranMon-
te wines is clouded by the 
kingdom’s heavily restrictive 
booze laws.

Thailand has a strange re-
lationship with alcohol. A de-
voutly Buddhist kingdom, it 
also has the highest alcohol 
consumption rate in Southeast 
Asia, according to the WHO.

A web of rules, including 
high import taxes on alcohol, 
hefty fines for breaches and a 
licensing culture where bars 
require friends at local police 
stations, can make drinking a 
complicated business.

Then there’s the 2008 Alco-

holic Beverage Control Act, a 
law forbidding the display of 
booze logos on their products, 
as well as any advertising that 
could “directly or indirectly 
appeal to people to drink”. 

It’s aimed at controlling 
consumption, but in effect 
clips the wings of small pro-
ducers who do not possess 
the same reach to customers 
as established brands.

“I can’t show clearly a bottle 
of my wine, I can’t post on 
social media what the wine 
tastes like, or how or why it’s 
good,” says Mimi, who wor-
ries that their website might 
fall afoul of the law. 

Critics say it has always 
been unevenly enforced, al-
lowing booze giants to ce-
ment their brand recognition, 
spraying their logos via non-
alcoholic drinks like soda 
water on giant billboards and 
public transport. 

The market leader - Thai 

Beverage - makes the ubiqui-
tous Chang lager. The firm is 
owned by Sirivadhanabhakdi 
family, the kingdom’s third 
richest family with $10.5 bil-
lion in wealth according to 
Forbes, and their portfolio 
includes massive downtown 
Bangkok real estate projects 
and hotels. 

Together with Boon Rawd 
Brewery – which produces 
Singha and leo – the duopoly 
are unrivalled in reach and 
capital. 

Neither responded to mul-
tiple requests for comment. 

Thailand’s booze laws are un-
characteristically responsive to 
changes in drinking culture.

Online alcohol sales – which 
surged during the pandemic 
lockdown - are now in the regula-
tors’ crosshairs, potentially clos-
ing down another revenue route 
for small alcohol producers. 

GranMonte lost 30 mil-
lion baht ($964,000) in three 

months during the shutdown 
– and Mimi says their recov-
ery will be further hampered 
by new rules slated to ban all 
online booze sales.

Monopoly players
But Nipon Chinanonwait, 

director of the Ministry of 
Health’s Alcohol Control 
Board, rejects criticism that 
established giants are given 
an unfair advantage.

“Both big and small com-
panies face the same proce-
dure,” he told AFP, while the 
ministry insists the laws are 
there only to prevent under-
age drinking.  

The sisters have teamed up 
with dozens of small-scale 
craft brewers, importers and 
bars to petition the govern-
ment to axe the advertising 
law, and to halt the impend-
ing online booze sales ban. 

“People cannot live like 
this,” said brewer Supapong 

Pruenglampoo, who hid his 
Sandport Brewing Facebook 
page from public view in fear 
of being arrested and having 
to pay a fine.

“In these Covid times, [the 
fines] are impossible to pay,” 
he told AFP. 

But in an unequal kingdom, 
any efforts to change the mo-
nopoly culture are bruising. 

It’s “a reflection of how Thai-
land operates,” says Mimi.

“The lawmaking, the en-
forcement and everything 
surrounding it is to benefit 
the small group of people 
holding most of the wealth in 
Thailand,” she said. 

As Nikki tastes their recent 
batch of Syrah grapes kept in 
imported barrels, she says the 
challenges to start were nu-
merous. 

Now, they are working to 
stay on top.

“It’s our passion – we like it 
so we do it,” she says. AFP

Amazon smart cart lets shoppers skip the checkout
AMAZON on Tuesday intro-
duced a smart grocery cart 
that will let shoppers skip 
checkout queues.

Amazon’s latest cashierless 
shopping innovation comes as 
merchants and customers 
strive to do business while 
reducing risk of exposure to 
coronavirus.

Dash Carts that use discrete-
ly embedded sensors and 
cameras to tally prices of items 
placed inside will debut in an 
Amazon grocery store to open 
in Southern California later 
this year.

“It’s a new smart shopping 
cart that makes a quick gro-
cery trip even quicker by 
allowing you to skip the check-
out line,” the technology titan, 
which owns the Whole Foods 

market chain, said in a post.
“When you’re done shop-

ping, you’ll simply exit through 
the store’s Amazon Dash Cart 
lane, and your receipt will be 
emailed to you.”

Each cart uses computer 
vision software and sensor 
data to identify what is put 
inside, showing a running total 
along with item descriptions 
and prices on a display, accord-
ing to Amazon.

using a Dash cart requires a 
smartphone loaded with the 
Amazon application, which 
synchs by scanning a QR code 
and then charges the purchase 
to the credit card on file, the uS 
based company explained.

Amazon early this year began 
offering its “just walk out” tech-
nology to other retailers in a 

move aimed at boosting the use 
of the cashierless store system.

“just Walk Out technology 
enables shoppers to simply enter 
a store, grab what they want, and 
just go,” the website said.

The move came shortly after 
Amazon launched its first full-
size grocery store in Seattle 
using the cashierless model.

Amazon has already opened 
more than 20 smaller Amazon 
Go stores using the same sys-
tem, including in New york, 
Chicago and San Francisco.

The Go stores allow pre-
registered customers to skip 
the cashier and allow their 
credit cards to be billed for 
their purchases, with the tech-
nology detecting what they 
take and return to the shelves. 
AFP

Sisters Mimi and Nikki have faced many battles in building their successful winery. Their latest fight is with billionaire booze monopolies. AFP

Dash Carts use discretely embedded sensors and cameras to tally prices of items placed inside. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Collapsed
  5 Beyond large
  9 Big hit
 14 Touched the tarmac
 15 Long time period
 16 Tunable drum
 17 Ark builder
 18 Woes
 19 Cookies in a box lunch, perhaps
 20 Classic bouquet tosser
 22 Snow White and the dwarfs, e.g.
 23 Punch-drunk
 24 Near
 26 Profit’s other side
 29 Go over old ground
 33 Certain Buddhist
 37 “The Gift of the ___”
 39 “The Night of the Hunter” 

screenwriter
 40 Chicago business area
 41 Roadies travel on them
 42 CD-___ (computer inserts)
 43 Ill-mannered type
 44 Leering look
 45 Breastplate of Zeus or Athena
 46 Maintain as true

 48 Cotton on a stick
 50 Wolf of Mexico
 52 Dick Tracy’s topper
 57 Sternward
 60 Vessel of the Pilgrims
 63 Word before Puffs or Krispies
 64 Lightbulb  in toons
 65 Stick for spreading
 66 Clairvoyant’s deck
 67 South American monkey
 68 National League team
 69 Inscribed pillar
 70 Move, emotionally
 71 Unsightly eyelid problem
DOWN
  1 Jamaican marijuana
  2 So one can hear
  3 Tasty dish
  4 Lucy’s best friend
  5 Afro or fade
  6 Wrinkly tangelo
  7 Neuter
  8 Big Bertha’s birthplace
  9 Moe or Larry
 10 “Alice in Wonderland” character
 11 Whistle when a cop comes
 12 Gin flavor

 13 “... why ___ thou forsaken me?”
 21 Martial arts award
 25 Eye part with color
 27 Dirty air
 28 Bellow and Steinberg
 30 Highly excited
 31 It’s good for the long haul
 32 Oil giant
 33 Goya subject Duchess of ___ 
 34 House topper
 35 Deer foot
 36 Prank victim once a year
 38 Increased
 41 Grant has a famous one
 45 First homicide victim
 47 Take for a spin?
 49 Cause of many a split
 51 Leaves out
 53 Morrison’s band
 54 Little hooter
 55 Like an oboe’s sound
 56 Levitated
 57 Recites lines
 58 Vessel with rows?
 59 “God’s Little ___”
 61 Mine opening
 62 Himalayan mystery creature

“SPRING FORWARD” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

Lifestyle

No surpise as video 
game industry faces 
its #metoo moment 

A
FTER years of sim-
mering controversy 
over sexism in the 
video game indus-

try, change may be on its 
way after outrage came to a 
boil with a C-suite massacre 
at ubisoft.

Following online allega-
tions of sexual misconduct, 
the publisher of Assassin’s 
Creed and Far Cry launched 
a probe, resulting in the de-
parture over the weekend of 
the company’s chief creative 
officer.

The head of human re-
sources also left, as did the 
chief of operations in Canada 
where the game maker has its 
biggest studios.

CEO and co-founder yves 
Guillemot acknowledged that 
“ubisoft has fallen short in its 
obligation to guarantee a safe 
and inclusive workplace envi-
ronment for its employees”. 

The executive ousters were 
a high-profile victory for the 
#metoo movement in the 
male-dominated video game 
publishing industry that has 
a reputation for hostility to-
wards women.

Accusations on social me-
dia of sexual harassment and 
abuse have targeted a num-
ber of video game publishers, 
as well as people in the gam-
ing community around the 
Twitch platform.

In 2014, two prominent 
women developers became 
the targets of an online ha-
rassment campaign known as 
gamergate and seen by many 
as a backlash to growing pres-
sure about sexism.

‘Toxic’
Women ubisoft employees 

described as “toxic” the work 
culture at the company, par-
ticularly at its Canadian stu-
dios.

One woman who asked for 
her name not be used told 
AFP that “working on Far Cry 
cost me two burnouts, psy-
chological and sexual harass-

ment and humiliation, and 
human resources never both-
ered to listen to me”.

One employee said on so-
cial media that shortly after 
arriving at ubisoft a team 
leader told her she was hired 
because she was “cute” but 
that “to everyone’s surprise 
you do your job well”.

She discovered a mailing 
list where men describe what 
women are wearing “so guys 
can go take a look”.

She then received com-
ments about her looks, un-
welcome invitations from 
superiors and was “regularly 
pinched on the butt and 
breast” while using a passage-
way between buildings. 

A former employee said, “at 
ubisoft people who do bad 
things are unfortunately pro-
tected. They are often highly-
placed and if you go to human 
resources or to managers they 

usually do nothing.”
Another put the blame on 

the “work hard, play hard” 
culture inside the company.

“That is where one creates a 
climate that is not safe, where 
inhibitions are lowered and 
people engage in predatory 
behaviour.”

Lara’s transformation
On ubisoft’s creative teams 

only one in five employees 
are women.

Isabelle Collet, a French re-
searcher who has long stud-
ied the issue in the IT indus-
try overall, said “getting more 
women requires a willingness 
to better welcome them”.

Collet said: “video game 
publishers today are real 
companies that should have 
real tools against harass-
ment”.

But she added that the 
sector was “not necessar-
ily worse” than medicine or 
journalism.

Fanny lignon, a researcher 
at France’s CNRS research 
institute said: “What is an-
noying is that sexism can be 
more common in other types 
of media without one neces-
sarily realising it”.

There has been some change 
in the representation of wom-
en in the games themselves.

In the successful Lara Croft 
game, the heroine morphed 
from excessively voluptuous 
and scantily-clad to a more 
normal body covered by 
clothes appropriate for her 
adventures.

“Many games are now 
without stereotypes, but 
some still engage in them 
extensively, and that usually 
includes a hypersexualistion 
of bodies,” said lignon.

“Women are slender and 
well proportioned, men have 
more varied builds but most 
are young and athletic. We 
end up with a vision that is 
similar to that presented by 
other media, like advertising 
for example,” she added.

On the other hand, lignon 
pointed to ubisoft’s 2018 As-
sassin’s Creed Odyssey for of-
fering users choices of wom-
en characters with real bodies 
of warriors.

“We’re seeing more women 
characters emerge that are a 
bit ‘badass’,” she said.

But a brawny Abby in the 
game The Last of Us Part 2 re-
leased in june has kicked up a 
storm of comments about her 
“unrealistic” body for a wom-
an – illustrating that some 
gamer stereotypes remain 
well-entrenched. AFP

Ubisoft CEO and co-founder Yves Guillemont ackkowledged that his company has fallen short in its obligation 
to guarantee a safe and inclusive workplace for employees.  AFP

Many games are now without 
stereotypes, but some still 

engage in them extensively



ALEX Rodriguez and Jennifer 
Lopez have recruited three NFL 
figures as part of their ambitious 
bid for ownership of the New 
York Mets baseball franchise, 
ESPN reported on Monday.

ESPN say that Hall of Fame 
linebacker Brian Urlacher, 
Super Bowl-winner Travis 
Kelce and former Dallas Cow-
boys ace DeMarco Murray 
have joined the Rodriguez-
Lopez investor group.

“We couldn’t be more excited 
to have such high-quality indi-
viduals as part of our group,” 
ESPN quoted Lopez and Rod-
riguez as saying.

Former New York Yankees 
legend Rodriguez and pop 

star Lopez, who are engaged 
to be married, have submit-
ted a $1.7 billion bid for the 
Mets, according to reports.

Hedge fund billionaire Steve 
Cohen, who was close to tak-
ing over the team last year 
before a deal collapsed, has 
reportedly bid $2 billion for 
the club.

While Rodriguez and Lopez 
have reportedly pumped $300 
million of their own fortune 
into the bid, it was not clear 
how much other investors had 
contributed.

“Being a former athlete and 
having a chance to be a part of 
a group trying to purchase a 
professional team, it’s pretty 

cool,” Urlacher told ESPN.
“It’s especially cool to be 

involved with Alex. Alex is the 
man.”

Kansas City Chiefs tight end 
Kelce described the proposed 
the takeover deal as a “a crazy 
opportunity.”

“I had a chance to meet Alex 
Rodriguez a couple years ago 
and just told him how much of 
a fan I was as a kid of him,” 
Kelce said.

“I’m very thankful for the 
success that I’ve had in the 
NFL, to have an opportunity 
like this come across the table. 
I couldn’t think of a more 
unique set of people to be in 
charge of this.” afp
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Woods cautious about return at Memorial
T

IGER Woods admitted 
Tuesday that concern 
over the coronavirus 
delayed his return to 

the PGA Tour as he prepares to 
play his first event since Feb-
ruary at this week’s Memorial 
Tournament in Ohio.

The former world number 
one has not played since ap-
pearing in the Genesis In-
vitational in Los Angeles in 
February but will tee off at 
Muirfield on Thursday chas-
ing a sixth victory in the Jack 
Nicklaus-hosted event.

The 44-year-old 15-time ma-
jor winner said Tuesday he had 
contemplated returning to the 
tour earlier but had wanted to 
see how the first few events of 
the post-coronavirus shutdown 
fared before coming back.

“I just felt it was better to 
stay at home and be safe,” 
Woods said on Tuesday. 

“I’m used to playing with 
lots of people around me or 
having lots of people have a 
direct line to me, and that puts 
not only myself in danger but 
my friends and family, and 
just been at home practicing 
and social distancing and be-
ing away from a lot of people.

“Coming back and playing 
the tour, in my case over the 
20-some-odd years I’ve been 
out here, that’s really hard to 
say, that I’m used to having 
so many people around me 
or even touch me, going from 
green to tee.

“That’s something that I 

looked at and said, well, I’m 
really not quite comfortable 
with that, that whole idea.”

Memorial organisers had 
initially planned to allow fans 
on the course at this week’s 
tournament, but abandoned 

that idea as Covid-19 cases 
across the United States be-
gan to skyrocket.

‘Going to be different’
On Monday, PGA Tour officials 

confirmed that the remainder 

of the 2019-2020 season would 
take place without fans.

It means Woods will tee off 
on Thursday alongside world 
number one Rory McIlroy 
and Brooks Koepka without 
the customary horde of spec-

tators that usually follows 
him around a course.

“It’s going to be different, 
there’s no doubt about it,” 
Woods said. 

“For most of my career, 
pretty much almost every 

competitive playing round 
that I’ve been involved in, I’ve 
had people around me, spec-
tators yelling, a lot of move-
ment inside the gallery with 
camera crews and media.”

Woods, who is making only 
his fourth tournament appear-
ance of the season this week, 
said he has improved his health 
during the long layoff.

A stiff back hampered his 
performance at the Genesis in 
February, but Woods said he 
had not been troubled since.

“I feel so much better than I 
did then,” Woods said.

“I’ve been able to train and 
concentrate on getting back 
up to speed and back up to 
tournament speed.

During Woods’ layoff, the 
US was convulsed by nation-
wide protests against rac-
ism following the death of 
unarmed African-American 
man George Floyd during his 
arrest by police in Minneapo-
lis on May 25.

Woods said he applauded ef-
forts of Black Lives Matter ac-
tivists to bring about change.

“I think change is fantastic 
as long as we make changes 
without hurting the inno-
cent, and unfortunately that 
has happened. Hopefully it 
doesn’t happen in the future, 
but a movement and change 
is fantastic,” Woods said.

“That’s how society devel-
ops. That’s how we grow. That’s 
how we move forward. That’s 
how we have fairness.” afp

A rested and healed Tiger Woods will return to the PGA Tour this week but the usual masses of fans who support him will be absent. getty images/afp

Japan sumo body to allow 
fans for July tournament

A-Rod, J-Lo recruit NFL stars 
for Mets bid worth close to $2B

JAPAN’S sumo association 
said Monday it would allow 
fans to watch its July tourna-
ment at a Tokyo arena despite 
a recent spike in coronavirus 
cases in the capital.

About 2,500 spectators a day, 
or 25 per cent of the indoor 
facility’s capacity, will be 
allowed to attend the 15-day 
tournament, which has been 
delayed until July 19 by the 

outbreak, the sport’s govern-
ing body said on its website.

It will be the first “basho” or 
tournament of the ancient 
sport with spectators since 
January. There are usually six 
tournaments across Japan 
each year.

The May tourney was can-
celled following one behind 
closed doors with some rituals 
amended, including the tradi-

tional ladle of water that a win-
ning wrestler offers to the next 
in the ring.

In May, a 28-year-old sumo 
wrestler died after contracting 
coronavirus, becoming the 
sport’s first Covid-19 fatality.

The association had origi-
nally planned to organise the 
upcoming tournament with-
out spectators but has decided 
to admit fans “by thoroughly 
taking measures to prevent 
infections inside the facility.”

Under its guidelines, fans 
will be asked to wear masks, 
avoid shouting and “refrain 
from shaking hands with riki-
shi” or sumo wrestlers.

The decision came after a 
fresh surge in coronavirus cases 
in Tokyo, where the number of 
new infections reached a single-
day record of 243 last week.

The government has lifted a 
national state of emergency 
imposed to contain the virus, 
but the public are still urged to 
observe good hygiene prac-
tices and social distancing.

The pandemic has already 
forced a one-year delay to the 
summer Tokyo Olympics, and 
suspended everything from 
sumo to the summer high-
school baseball tournament 
– an enormously popular 
event that receives extensive 
television coverage.

Since last week, however, a 
limited number of spectators 
have been allowed in stadiums 
for professional baseball and 
football league matches. afp

Fans attending the tournament will be asked to wear masks, avoid shouting 
and ‘refrain from shaking hands with rikishi’ or sumo wrestlers.  str/afp 

Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce has been linked to a bid to buy the New York Mets. afp 
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Marquez duo 
make MotoGP 
history, team 
up at Honda 
M

OTORCyClING 
is often a fam-
ily affair, and yet 
before Alex Mar-

quez joined Marc at Honda 
for this season two brothers 
had never raced together for 
the same team in MotoGP.

Honda had more obvious 
options than Alex Marquez 
as replacements for another 
Spaniard jorge lorenzo this 
season, including japanese 
rider Takaaki Nakagami and 
Frenchman johann Zarco. 

But Marc Marquez, who is 
27, dreamt of riding along-
side his younger brother at 
the highest level and the 
team heeded its six-time 

world champion and signed 
24-year-old Alex, although 
the team announced on 
Monday that it would only 
be for one year.

Next season Alex will drop 
to satellite team lCR while 
29-yer-old Pol Espargaro, also 
the younger of a pair of rac-
ing Catalan brothers, will join 
from KTM. Espargaro’s broth-
er Aleix rides for Aprilla.

Other brothers to have rid-
den at the same time include 
the French Sarrons, Domin-
ique and 250cc world cham-
pion Christian, on rival teams 
in the 1980s and early 1990s.

The Marquez brothers will 
become the first to race for the 

same team when the corona-
virus-delayed MotoGP season 
kicks off in jerez this weekend.

Marc Marquez began his 
phenomenal career by win-
ning the 125cc, now Moto3, 

title, in 2010 at the age of 17.
He won the Moto2 title in 

2012 and the MotoGP title in 
his first full season in 2013 
and repeated the triumph 
in 2014, 2016, 2017, 2018 and 
2019.

Alex has taken a little longer.
He won Moto3 in 2014 

and finally took the Moto2 
in 2019, a good progression 
when compared with anyone 
except his brother.

The two kids from Cervera, 
discovered motorcycling young, 
pushed by their father julia.

They developed under the 
guidance of Emilio Alzamora, 
the 1999 125cc world champion. 

“Marc and I have been rac-
ing together since we were 
very young, more or less every 
weekend,” said Alex in 2014. 

“I spend most of my time 
with him. Besides being my 
brother, he’s my best friend.”

When Alex won the Moto2 
title last year, after a crisis of 
confidence caused by crashes 
in 2016, his brother said he 
was “even more satisfied” than 

if he had won the crown.
“It’s difficult to be ‘the 

brother of’ and he’s under a 
lot of pressure,” said Marc. 
“Today he gave a champion-
ship ride. He’s not ‘the brother 
of’, he’s Alex Marquez.”

Mark, who is 1.69m, and 
Alex, who is 1.8m, were in-
separable until they were 
confined during the corona-
virus pandemic that delayed 
their season.

‘I’m here to learn’
“We train and do almost 

everything together,” said 
Marc. “I think it’s good for 
both of us. We help each oth-
er all the time.”

Together for the first time in 
the same category, the broth-
ers face a new challenge: to 
preserve their bond while 
negotiating the complicated 
relationship between team-
mates: partners in the garage 
and rivals on the track.

“Having Marc as a team-
mate is the best way to find 
out as quickly as possible 

what this class is like, the se-
crets of Honda and to learn 
everything I can,” said Alex, 
whose goal is to be MotoGP 
rookie of the year.

“I hope that soon I will be 
able to say that he is one of 
my rivals. This year it will be 
nothing like that: I’m here to 
learn as much as I can from 
him.”

Marc agrees that this should 
be a season of brotherly co-
operation.

“I have my own goal and my 
teammate’s goal is different,” 
Marc said. 

“But it’s certain that one day 
we could find ourselves fight-
ing for a race, or even a title. I 
hope so. But I’m telling you: on 
the circuit, everyone sees their 
own interests and tries to give 
100 per cent of themselves.”

Honda’s decision to allow 
Alex just one season to learn 
at his brother’s side means 
that if he becomes a true 
competitor to Marc, the sib-
ling rivalry will not break out 
in the team garage. afp

Man utd’s Solskjaer says he ‘never lost faith in De Gea’
OlE Gunnar Solskjaer says he 
has never considered dropping 
David de Gea “for a one second” 
as the Spanish goalkeeper pre-
pares to make his 400th appear-
ance for Manchester united.

Signed as a wiry 20-year-old 
from Atletico Madrid in 2011, 
the ‘keeper overcame initial 
struggles to establish himself as 
one of the best shot-stoppers in 
the Old Trafford giants’ history.

De Gea was a fax machine error 
away from joining Real Madrid 
in 2015 but the goalkeeper is now 
committed to united until at 
least 2023 and will make his 
400th outing for the club against 
Southampton on Monday.

The 29-year-old has won unit-
ed’s player of the year award for 
four of the six seasons since Alex 
Ferguson retired but questions 
over his position continue, with 
Dean Henderson impressing on 

loan at Sheffield united.
yet Solskjaer has retained belief 

in a goalkeeper he recently called 
the best in the world, even during 
a shaky spell last season.

Asked if he had considered 
dropping him or taking him out 
of the firing line, the united boss 
said: “It did not cross my mind 
for one second. Not at all.

“To be a Man united goalkeeper, 
you have to have a strong mental-
ity. David has a strong mentality 
and he has been here for so long.

“He is now going to come up to 
400 games and you don’t do that 
by being afraid of the limelight 
or being afraid of Old Trafford.”

De Gea usurped Peter Sch-
meichel’s tally of 398 united 
appearances in Thursday’s 3-0 
win at Aston Villa, with Alex Step-
ney now the only goalkeeper to 
have played for the club more.

It will take a while to match his 

figure of 539 but Solskjaer is 
convinced the Spaniard has 
plenty of years in him yet.

“He has come out and said he 
wants to play many, many more, 
maybe 10 more years,” said the 
united boss.

Solskjaer said De Gea, who 
won the Premier league in 2013, 
was driven by a desire to win the 
top trophies with united, who 
have slipped from their position 
of dominance in English football 
since Ferguson left the club.

“I don’t think he’ll be happy until 
he wins the bigger trophies because 
staying at Man united in this time 
and not having won more, I think 
that’s something that he will feel is 
a black dot in his career.”

united host Southampton on 
Monday, with the chance to 
leapfrog Chelsea and leicester 
into third place in the Premier 
league. afp

Repsol Honda Team’s Spanish rider Alex Marquez will ride alongside his brother Marc during this year’s MotoGP season. afp

Alex (right) and Marc Marquez started racing young, spurred on by their father Julia. afp

De Gea usurped Peter Schmeichel’s tally of 398 United appearances in last Thursday’s 3-0 win at Aston 
Villa, with Alex Stepney now the only goalkeeper to have played for the club more. afp
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