
Soth Koemsoeun 

THE Department of Consumer 
Protection and Fraud Repression 
(CamControl) in Takeo province 
is preparing court cases against 
the owners of five petrol stations 
and depots in Donkeo town for 
irregularities in the quality and 
quantity of their petrol. 

Department director Por Leang 
Kong said CamControl filed com-
plaints against the owners 
because they violated the Law on 
the Management of Quality and 
Safety of Products and Services.

“I will send the cases to court 
on Wednesday or Thursday. We 
had reminded them to respect 
the Ministry of Commerce guide-
lines many times, but they failed 
to comply. We will continue to 
take legal action against others if 
we find irregularities,” he said.

Leang Kong said the legal action 
was in response to public con-
cerns about petrol prices, quan-
tity and quality at stations and 
depots in the province.

The five stations and depots 
were among a total of eight that 
CamControl inspected in col-
laboration with local authorities 
on Monday. He said officials 

tested the fuel with the depart-
ment’s mobile laboratories.

The CamControl report released 
on Monday said officials analysed 
the octane index of petrol and diesel 
and measured the fuel dispensed.

It said among the eight petrol sta-
tions and depots, only three met the 
department’s quality and quantity 
guidelines. Three others were not 
in compliance with the quantity, 
while the remaining two were not 
in compliance with either the qual-
ity or quantity guidelines.

None of the petrol stations and 
depot owners could be reached 
for comment on Tuesday.

Cambodian Investment Federa-
tion president Ley Sopheap, who 
also heads the Cambodian Phar-
macists Association, welcomed 
the crackdown. Without legal 
action, he said consumers will 
continue to lose benefits while the 
image of other law-abiding sta-
tions and depots will suffer.

“I support such legal action to 
be taken against all non-compli-
ant goods, not just petrol. Some 
shops use tricks to sell products 
that lack quality and quantity. If 
we are not aware, we will buy 
products that may affect our 
health,” he said.

Patrocinio Rivera

AN IMAGE of a fish of the 
family Balistidae with human-
like features made its rounds 
on social media after a Twitter 
user snapped a photo of his 
catch in Malaysia.

The original post has 
received 675 comments, 
8,200 retweets and more than 
14,000 likes as of Tuesday.

Astonishing and baffling 
netizens, it has spurred a 
flurry of memes and other 
photoshopped images based 

on creative takes on the unu-
sual fish.

There are some 40 different 
species of the fish – common-
ly known as “triggerfish” – 
which are normally found in 
Indo-Pacific waters and often 
spotted in Southeast Asian 

countries. They are known for 
their big lips, human-like 
teeth and strong jaw capable 
of ripping through shellfish.

Triggerfish tend to be solitary 
but can be seen in pairs. Males 
of some species may keep a 
harem of female mates. 
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Gov’t not using EU aid for poor

Fish with human-like teeth makes splash

Petrol stations, 
depots, busted 
for dishonesty

Niem Chheng

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen 
on Tuesday refuted as 
“baseless”, claims that 
the government had 

used financial aid from the EU 
to implement the programme 
to identify and support poor 
and vulnerable people during 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

The prime minister was 
responding to Roth Sothy, a 
Banteay Meanchey provincial 
resident and former opposi-
tion activist.

Speaking during a visit to a 
fish-breeding centre in Prey 
Veng province’s Peam Ro dis-
trict, Hun Sen said the govern-
ment had not used even a single 
cent of the EU fund to imple-

ment the cash handouts.
“You said [the government] 

had handed money to the peo-
ple using assistance from the 
EU. I tell you what Roth Sothy, 
Hun Sen’s government is not 
falling,” he said, adding that 
Sothy could have been in jail 
for his comments.

“Count yourself lucky that I did 
not order your arrest,” he said.

Hun Sen pointed out that 
Sothy had previously commit-
ted many mistakes and often 
fled to Thailand. He warned 
Sothy against repeating the 
offences, saying he could no 
longer escape now that Thai 
authorities have laid barbed 
wire along the borders to pre-
vent illegal crossings.

The prime minister reiterated 

that the government had enough 
forces and resources to deal with 
the Covid-19 situation.

“Not even a single cent of 
foreign aid has been used to 
control Covid-19. Civil serv-
ants have not faced salary cuts. 
As a matter of fact, they receive 
their salaries regularly.

“Cambodia is not lacking 
cash. Also, the salary is not 

taken from the reserved $3 
billion State budget. Our 
incomes have dropped, but 
we still have more than $400 
million per month [to spend]. 
[But] we spend only a little 
more than $200 million per 
month,” he said.

Sothy was previously on the

ContInued – page 5
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Voun Dara

BATTAMBANG and Banteay 
Meanchey provincial police 
say Thailand is not invading 
Cambodia after a series of 
social media posts about fenc-
es being built on the border 
raised alarms.

Banteay Meanchey police 
chief Ath Khem said on Tuesday 

the information on social media 
on Sunday and Monday was not 
true. The fences were erected on 
land far away from the border 
and did not affect Cambodia. 

The Thailand side erected 
the fences on its land along 
national roads and at some 
corridors to block people from 
going in and out illegally. 

“They erected [barbed wire 

fences] on their roads, not the 
border. When they cannot 
guard at checkpoints, they 
erect the fences. They do so, on 
their land very far away from 
the borders. Nothing is being 
reported to us,” Khem said.

He said illegal crossings 
remain a problem in Banteay 
Meanchey and the provincial 
police have tried to block 
Cambodians from crossing 
into Thailand in secret.

“According to news from 
inside [Thailand], Cambodian 
citizens made appointments to 
work there. Border officials 
here [Cambodia] have diffi-
culty blocking them, especially 
at the Poipet border checkpoint 
to the northern Dangrek Moun-
tain chains,” Khem said. 

Battambang provincial dep-
uty governor Soeum Bunrith 
said on Tuesday that Cambo-
dians still secretly migrated to 
Thailand in his area.

“We asked for understanding 
from the Thailand side on this 
matter. If Cambodians get caught 
we ask that they be sent back to 

Cambodia and then we keep 
them in quarantine as advised by 
the government,” he said.

Bunrith said the border in 
Battambang has not seen 
barbed wire fences.

International Chaom Border 
Police Chief Touch Ra said on 
Tuesday there is commercial 
trade on the Cambodia-Thai 
border, but citizens are not 
allowed to enter. 

“We talked with the Thai side 
already that there must not be 
any changes from the original 
state ... Everything must be the 
same,” Ra said.

Cambodian Institute for 
Democracy president Pa Chan-
roeun said there are two rea-
sons behind deploying barbed 
wires. The first is that Thailand 
is concerned about Covid-19 
and some Cambodians went to 
work there illegally. 

“The second reason, as 
Khmer people, we all know 
that barbed wire is for prevent-
ing illegal border crossing. 
Some of us have faced this 
before,” he said.
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Families living under the bridge will be able to move to their plots along the Stung Meanchey canal in Meanchey district. Hean Rangsey

Banteay Meanchey police chief Ath Khem said the fences were erected 
on land far away from the border and did not affect Cambodia. facebook

Royal Group CEO Kith Meng (left) and Asian Trails CEO Luzi Matzig. supplied

‘under bridge’ squatters get 
plots of land along PP canal
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

C
ITIZENS living under 
the Stung Meanchey 
Bridge can move to 
their plots along the 

Stung Meanchey canal with-
in two weeks, Phnom Penh 
municipal governor Khuong 
Sreng said. 

At a workshop analysing 
the development of the ca-
nal, Sreng said all sectors in 
the capital had developed 
over the past two decades. 
The economy has grown and 
there’s been an increase of 

citizens and vehicles.
He said there’s been a rapid 

increase of migrant workers 
moving from provinces to work 
in the capital, and some of them 
settle down on public land.

Currently, there are 562 
families living along the ca-
nal. The people living there 
clog the water flow and cause 
floods in the western part of 
the city, he said.

The Phnom Penh adminis-
tration advised authorities to 
raise the standards of poor 
communities according to 
the National Strategic Devel-

opment Plan which serves to 
lower poverty in communi-
ties in the Kingdom by 2030, 
Sreng said.

The administration is rais-
ing the standards of the Stung 
Meanchey community by pro-
viding 4m by 6m plots to each 
family currently living under 
the bridge. A street is also be-
ing built along the canal.

“The renovation of Stung 
Meanchey canal will be fin-
ished in july. Residents living 
under Stung Meanchey Bridge 
will move to live on their allo-
cated plots which are along 

the canal,” Sreng said.
Srey Mao, 22, lives in a gov-

ernment-built, zinc-roofed 
house under Stung Meanchey 
Bridge. She said her family is 
looking forward to living on 
their land with an ownership 
certificate. 

“Our family cannot afford 
to build a standard house, but 
we are ready to move to live in 
the new land organised by the 
authorities,” she said.

She expressed gratitude to 
the authorities for building 
her house equipped with wa-
ter and electricity.

Thai fence said to prevent illegal crossing

May Kunmakara

ROyAl Group Koh Rong De-
velopment Company and 
Sinohydro Corporation limit-
ed reached a $35 million deal 
on Tuesday to build a 70km 
road on Koh Rong Island.

The road will be 8m wide 
and is expected to take 16 
months to complete, accord-
ing to the plan approved by 
the Council for the Develop-
ment of Cambodia’s (CDC)
Inter-Ministerial Committee 
on October 9, 2010, a Royal 
Group press release said.

CDC deputy secretary-gen-
eral Chea Vuthy said at the 
signing ceremony in Preah 
Sihanouk province that the 
deal proves Royal Group’s 
commitment to the island’s 
development.

Royal Group has held the 
lease agreement with the 
government since February 
28, 2008, for the development 
of the island into a beautiful 
attraction for local and for-
eign tourists.

“I appreciate the Royal 
Group building good coop-
eration with the authorities 
and the people living on Koh 
Rong. Besides announcing 
the 70km road, I hope Royal 
Group will also start building 
other projects in the approved 
master plan,” Vuthy said.

Preah Sihanouk provincial 

governor Kuoch Chamroeun 
presided over the ceremony.

“With the construction of 
the road, the company will 
continue to build other vital 
infrastructure projects like 
drainage systems, and those 
for power generation and wa-
ter supply, and an airport.

“I believe there is a lot of 
need for the development 
of Koh Rong Island, par-
ticularly water treatment, a 
rubbish-recycling plant, and 
a power plant to sustain and 
beautify the island,” he said.

The master plan between 
Royal Group and the govern-
ment was approved by the 
CDC in 2008, and the island 
was officially handed over to 
the company.

The company has registered 
the land in line with sub-de-
cree No 114 and received 33 
long-term lease certificates.

One project is The Royal 
Sands, a five-star resort that 
opened in 2018. The resort is 
a joint venture between Royal 
Group and Asian Trails CEO 
luzi Matzig who invested $40 
million in the first phase of 
investment on the island.

Koh Rong is Cambo-
dia’s largest island at 78sq 
km and lies approximately 
22km to the northeast of Si-
hanoukville. It has 28 beaches 
and can be reached by boat in 
approximately 45 minutes.

Royal Group inks 
$35 million road 
deal on Koh Rong
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Khorn Savi

PRIME Minister Hun Sen said pre-
venting the spread of Covid-19 de-
pends on each citizen. He expressed 
concern that the pandemic will con-
tinue for longer.

Hun Sen said this after nine Cam-
bodian students who recently re-
turned to the Kingdom from Saudi 
Arabia were found to be infected 
with Covid-19.

They tested positive after 15 other 
Cambodian students on the same 
flight were confirmed to have con-
tracted the virus on Sunday. The 24 
students have since been admitted 
to the Chak Angre Krom Health Cen-
tre in Phnom Penh for treatment.

Ministry spokeswoman Or Van-
dine said some of the students are 
pursuing higher education and 
some are enrolled in master’s de-
gree programmes. They travelled to 
Cambodia during their vacation.

Hun Sen said every Covid-19 case 
in Cambodia has been imported and 
some of the patients had spread it to 
others in the Kingdom. Of all the cas-
es, half are Cambodians. No deaths 
have been reported in the Kingdom.

“The coronavirus is not over yet. 
Over 200 scientists wrote to the 
World Health Organisation [WHO] 
and said the disease can be trans-
mitted through the air.

“We do not know if it is true or not. 
If it is true, it would be a real disaster. 
We would have to take oxygen with us 
when it comes to breathing,” he said.

Vandine echoed Hun Sen’s concerns.
“I observe that the transmission of 

this disease has increased noticeably 
due to the lack of cautiousness. Each 
citizen must participate in prevent-

ing this virus from being transmitted 
within our community,” she said.

Hun Sen said he is concerned that 
more people among the 80 students 
might get infected.

He said he is also worried that citi-
zens no longer fear the virus. They 
are not cautious like before, as the 
government lifts measures such as 
reopening schools next month, and 
nightclubs and casinos too.

The government has also ap-
proved August 17 to 21 as holidays to 
compensate for this year’s cancelled 
Khmer New year celebration.

“Citizens had an excessive fear 
before, but now they are no longer 
afraid of it [virus]. Among 10 citi-
zens riding motorbikes on the road, 
10 wear helmets but only one wears 
a mask. I call on citizens to protect 
themselves and not transmit the vi-
rus to communities,” Hun Sen said.

The prime minister expects that 
reopening guesthouses and hotels 
during upcoming holidays will low-
er joblessness and increase income 
in the tourism sector.

He said factory workers who lost 
their jobs have increased to 170,000. 
Each of them receives $40 from the 
government each month. As of Mon-
day, $23 million has been spent on 
520,000 poor families, Hun Sen said.

“I declared to give funds for two 
months. If the situation still does not get 
better, we will give it for four months. 
We have prepared funds to support the 
people for 10 months,” he said.

The National Centre for Infectious 
Diseases announced on Tuesday that 
since january, out of a total of 46,861 
people who were tested for Covid-19, 
only 165 were declared positive. And 
of them, 133 had recovered.

Nine more students from 
Saudi Covid-19 positiveFish, frog farming promoted

Niem Chheng

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen told 
farmers to turn Covid-19 
challenges into opportuni-
ties to strengthen the ag-

ricultural sector for domestic and 
export needs. 

He called on Cambodians who re-
turned from Thailand to take part in 
the agricultural sector as the govern-
ment spends $5 million to expand 
fish and frog breeding jobs.

While visiting a fish breeding centre 
and meeting with farmers in Peam 
Ro district in Prey Veng province on 
Tuesday, Hun Sen told farmers that 
exporting agricultural products to 
markets in the region and the globe 
contributed to supply chains in a 
world facing the Covid-19 crisis.

The prime minister also pointed 
his finger at foreign media outlets. 
He said they alleged there were food 
shortages in Cambodia as they likely 
misunderstood measures to delay 
milled rice exports to mean Cambo-
dia lacked food.

“Foreign friends or newspapers 
used to write about three or four 
articles pointing at us. But today I 
want to confirm to those reporters 
that Cambodia will join the food 
supply chains in the region and also 
the world.

“Cambodia has four million hect-
ares of land [to cultivate], including 
plantations and rice. I expect the 
exports of milled rice, cashews and 
other food to grow,” he said.

Hun Sen also addressed the needs 
of the workforce as many manu-
facturing jobs have been lost. He 
stressed that 80 per cent of the work-
force used to be in agriculture.

He said jobs lost in the industrial 
and service sectors can return to 
agriculture because the land yields 
over three million tonnes of rice in 
the dry and rainy seasons, along 
with other industrial crops.

“We spend $25 million a month 
providing for people. I told [the gov-
ernment] to spend an additional $5 
million to help farmers.

“It is not excessive to invest in 
our farmers to breed fish. We are 
not afraid of investment because 
this investment is to create jobs for 
farmers and generate incomes. It is 
no less valuable than investments in 
schools,” he said.

Hun Sen also called on farmers 
to breed pigs and stressed that he 
recently denied the importation of 
one million pigs to Cambodia.

Minister of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries Veng Sakhon said the 
agricultural sector contributed 20.8 
per cent to the gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) last year.

In the first six months of this year, 
4,200 tonnes of milled rice was ex-
ported to 56 countries. Crops this 
year have been grown on nearly 
two million hectares, equivalent to 
76 per cent of the planned 2.5 mil-
lion hectares set aside for growing 
crops.

Royal Academy of Cambodia pres-
ident Sok Touch said the ministry 
was training and advising farmers 
on how to shape markets at home 
and abroad. “Cambodians must 
have the will to support domestic 
products to give them value,” he 
said.

Hun Sen called on Cambodians who returned from Thailand to take part in the agricultural 
sector as the government spends $5 million to expand fish and frog breeding jobs. akp



A fire caused by an electrical fault destroyed much of the temple. facebook

National
4 THE PHNOM PENH POST  july  15, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Kim Sarom

A TEMPlE at Boeung Khyang 
pagoda in Boeung Khyang 
commune’s Brolay village, 
Kandal Stung district, Kandal 
province, was damaged by 
fire on Monday.

Several Buddha statues 
were severely damaged in the 
fire, which was caused by an 
electrical fault. Police sent 
eight fire trucks to the scene 
to contain the fire.

District police chief Men 
Chanrith said authorities in-
tervened before the flames 
reached the rest of the temple.

“The fire almost destroyed 
the whole temple. However, 
the authorities intervened on 
time,” he said, and called on 
locals to be careful with fire 
because it damages proper-
ties and endangers lives.

Commune police chief 
Pring Ratha said on Monday 
that the incident occurred at 

around 11am, and the fire was 
extinguished by 12:30pm.

He said the temple was 
16m long, 8m wide and 14m 
high. The roof was made from 
wood and tiles and the floor 
was of concrete.

The damaged materials in 
the temple included one large 
and seven small Buddha stat-
ues, three pairs of large candles, 
two pairs of small candles, four 
carpets and five mats.

He said police used 73 cubic 
metres of water to extinguish 
the flames. One fire truck was 
from the district, two from 
Kandal, two from the Body-
guard Department, two from 
the Phnom Penh Interna-
tional Airport and one from a 
private company.

He said the intervention 
force included 10 district of-
ficials, three administrative 
police forces, district Military 
Police, village guards and 
nearby villagers.

Kandal temple, statues 
badly damaged in fire    

Tea Banh says Military Police 
turned into model institution
Voun Dara

D
EPuTy Prime 
Minister and Min-
ister of National 
Defence Tea Banh 

said the National Military 
Police has changed over the 
years through in-depth re-
forms and has become a 
model institution in provid-
ing quality services to protect 
the people.

Banh made the remarks 
while presiding over the 27th 
anniversary celebration of 
the establishment of the Na-
tional Military Police on july 
14, at Kambol Military Police 
School in Kambol district, 
Phnom Penh.

He said the Military Po-
lice cooperate with relevant 
ministries, institutions and 
authorities to combat natu-
ral resource crimes such as 
deforestation, illegal logging, 
forest fires, illegal wildlife 
exports, state forest land en-
croachment, illegal mining 
and other offences like drug 
and human trafficking.

“The Military Police has 
been actively involved in the 
protection of society and hu-
manity through disaster res-
cues, traffic accidents, fires 
and other cases while gaining 
the trust of the government.

“It has had to do an about-
face through in-depth reforms 

in the structure and strength-
ening of roles and responsi-
bilities, human resources de-
velopment, capacity building, 
and changing of attitudes.

“The Military Police has be-
come a model institution in 
providing quality services as 
a servant to protect the peo-
ple,” Banh said, adding that 

all these took time and effort 
to accomplish.

He said the Ministry of Na-
tional Defence is very proud 
of the officers and soldiers of 
the Military Police who have 
demonstrated courage, loy-
alty and patriotism.

Adhoc senior investigator 
Soeng Sen Karuna said that in 

principle, the Military Police is 
an independent body that is 
responsible for the safety and 
security of society and its peo-
ple. But the institution is still 
guided by political influence 
and lacks independence.

“The Military Police has an 
important role to play in mon-
itoring non-compliance with 
the rules and the enforcement 
of the law by other forces that 
do not perform their duties 
properly,” he said.

He said the Military Police 
has not fulfilled its duty based 
on independence or neutral-
ity, which is something it has 
always been criticised for by 
the people and civil society.

Deputy commander of the 
Royal Cambodian Armed 
Forces (RCAF) and com-
mander of the National Mili-
tary Police General Sao Sokha 
said at the ceremony that 
the Military Police’s achieve-
ments speak for themselves.

last year alone the Military 
Police conducted 2,837 crimi-
nal investigations, found 4,345 
suspects after investigations, 
and arrested 3,981 suspects.

“The Military Police has 
participated in rescue opera-
tions 6,332 times, including 
helping people in traffic ac-
cidents, strong winds, light-
ning, fire, flood, rain, building 
collapse, warehouse collapse 
and other cases,” he said.

National Military Police Commander Sao Sokha said the Military Police 
participated in 6,332 rescue operations to assist citizens last year. grk
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Continued from page 1

Banteay Meanchey provincial 
police’s wanted list for his 
involvement in a plan to bring 
Sam Rainsy, the self-pro-
claimed acting leader of the 
Supreme Court-dissolved 
Cambodia National Rescue 
Party, back to Cambodia on 
November 9 last year.

The government called the 
plan that of a treasonous rebel 
group.

National Police spokesman 
Chhay Kim Khoeun told The 
Post on Tuesday that Sothy 
committed similar offences in 
the past, but police are not 
looking to arrest him for now.

“He used to spread anti-
government information and 
fake news, like what Samdech 
[Hun Sen] mentioned,” Kim 
Khoeun said.

Ministry of justice spokes-
man Chin Malin said local 
authorities would decide 
whether to take legal action 
against Sothy for his remarks. 
Spreading false, exaggerated 
information and fake news 
with ill intention or the inten-
tion to disrupt society is a pun-
ishable offence, he said.

‘The local 
authorities 
will decide 
legal action’ 

Long Kimmarita

PuRSAT provincial authori-
ties are pursuing suspects re-
sponsible for a Facebook post 
which illegally advertised the 
sale of 2,000ha of State land.

Five men involved in the 
case have been arrested and 
will be sent to the provincial 
court on Wednesday. The land 
is located in Dambong Muoy 
Roy village of Krakor district’s 
Tnort Chum commune. 

Provincial deputy police 
chief Mo leda identified the 
five as Im Tith, 59; Im Chan-
thorn, 23; Chhit Virak, 23; Tiv 
Sochea, 49, and Ou Sary, 48. 
All of them hail from Kam-
pong Chhnang province.

leda said the five were ar-
rested as they were connected 
to the attempted sale of the 
land, which was transferred 
from an economic land con-
cession to a social land con-
cession by the government. 
The plan was to distribute the 
land to needy soldiers and 
poor people in the future.

“We know that they [sus-
pects] were selling State land 
to buyers. This information 
was obtained by authorities, 
so they arrested the sellers. 
In the posting, they have the 
plan and documents. We 
seized the documents as they 
are fake,” leda said.

He said the five suspects 
will face charges of fraud and 
illegal sale of State land by 
posting a message on Chhit 
Virak’s Facebook account.

The authorities, he said, 
had acted in time to prevent 
anyone from being cheated.

“We are looking for the 
mastermind behind the sale 
of the State land. We know 
that the suspect is living in 
Kampong Chhnang province 
after we questioned all five 
people involved. We are not 
able to give details about this 
suspect, as the matter is still 
under investigation.”

Kampong Chhnang and 
Pursat provincial Adhoc co-
ordinator Sam Chankea ap-
plauded the intervention by 
Pursat provincial authorities. 

Chankea said: “We ask the 
authorities to enforce the law 
and bring these scammers or 
those who secretly sell pub-
lic land to justice. Otherwise, 
there will be many victims 
cheated by those people and 
endless land disputes.”

Pursat provincial governor 
Mao Thonin told The Post 
that the authorities will take 
action by warning those com-
mitting illegal acts.

“If they commit illegal activ-
ities, they will be arrested. We 
must enforce the law without 
exception,” he said.

Voun Dara

THE Ministry of Public Works 
and Transport is launching free 
training for 180 Sihanoukville 
Autonomous Port lorry drivers 
to obtain licences.

General Department of 
land Transport director and 
ministry spokesman Chhoun 
Von told The Post that the 
training started on Monday at 
the port’s request.

“The ministry is training 
and teaching drivers on how 
to operate lorries. Most of the 
drivers lack proper licences 
for lorries,” he said.

Chhoun said most have li-

cences for cars but took jobs 
at the port. Driving lorries 
requires a different licence 
and training to drive them 
properly. The training con-
sists of three courses, each 
lasting a week.

“Students are taught based 
on their skill level. If they 
have yet to have a licence 
at all we teach them to get 
a Type B licence. If they al-
ready have Type C or D li-
cences we teach them to get 
a Type E licence, which is the 
type for lorries,” he said.

Alliance for Road Safety se-
nior adviser lim Sokchea said 
he supported the initiative. “I 

encourage the ministry to con-
tinue training drivers for com-
panies and other institutions.

“I encourage drivers receiv-
ing this training to take the 
relevant tests, according to the 
type of vehicles they drive.”

Von said the ministry would 
train lorry drivers free of charge 
at other institutions and com-
panies upon request until later 
this year. He said the training 
goes beyond the basics.

“We incorporate ethics into 
the courses on top of just 
teaching driving rules be-
cause they must understand 
road etiquette and good man-
ners,” he stressed.

Five arrested over 
‘fraudulent’ land 
sale on Facebook

Transport ministry offers free 
driving lessons to port drivers

labour minister appeals for 
opening of technical schools

Two questioned after 
drug bust in capital

Long Kimmarita

M
INISTER of la-
bour and Voca-
tional Training Ith 
Sam Heng said 

he wants the government to 
open technical schools under 
the Association of Technical 
and Vocational Higher Educa-
tion Institutions (ATVHEI).

Meeting with ATVHEI 
president Nop Norin on Mon-
day, Sam Heng said Covid-19 
is under control and no one 
has died in the Kingdom 
from the disease.

He said the ministry is exam-
ining the possibility of open-
ing workshops at technical 
schools first, and will consider 
all requests by the association 
before submitting them to the 
government for approval. 

“[The Kingdom] is opening 
the education sector in three 
phases. First is the higher-stan-
dard schools, including those 
for children of diplomats or in-
vestors who study in Cambodia.

“We are examining the pos-
sibility of opening workshops 
first. We are requesting to 
open the workshops and are 
waiting for government ap-
proval,” Sam Heng said.

He said a working group 
will monitor all private and 
public schools. And if they 
don’t follow the guidelines, 
they will be suspended.

Norin said the association 
has taken part in many so-
cial activities and encoun-
tered some challenges. While 
training schools are closing 
their doors nationwide be-
cause of Covid-19, he is re-
questing the ministry to re-
open vocational institutions 
under its management.

“[I] ask that institutes un-
der the management of the 
ministry reopen. I ask that 

students attend schools again 
by following the guidelines 
of the Ministry of Health be-
cause association members 
are encountering problems 
renting buildings and paying 
operating expenses,” he said.

labour ministry spokes-
man Heng Sour told The Post 
on Tuesday that classrooms 
are needed. He said technical 
and vocational education and 
training requires actual class-

rooms to practice lessons.
Government spokesman 

Phay Siphan told The Post 
that the decision to open the 
technical schools depends 
on the National Committee 
to Combat Covid-19.

“The government is trying to 
come up with measures to de-
crease risks related to Covid-
19. The committee will decide 
on the request after it has been 
studied,” Siphan said.

Kim Sarom 

A VIETNAMESE woman and a 
Cambodian man remain under 
questioning in Phnom Penh 
after being arrested on Sunday 
on charges of allegedly traf-
ficking in 202 small packets of 
drugs.

Phnom Penh Municipal Court 
spokesman Kuch Kimlong said 
on Tuesday that the Vietnamese 
suspect, Tun Chheng, 24, and 
Srey Vichet, 28, are being ques-
tioned by the prosecutor.

A military police officer who 
asked to remain anonymous 
said on Tuesday that a 10-year-
old boy was also with them.

Russey Keo district Military 
Police had been investigating Vi-
chet for selling drugs and bought 
some from her on july 12.

Vichet delivered the drugs 
as promised and was arrested. 
He then told police he bought 
the drugs from a Vietnamese 

woman at Phsar Toch Market 
in Tuol Sangke I commune, 
Russey Keo district.

Police had Chheng show 
them the woman’s house 
where they retrieved 202 small 
packets of methamphetamine 
and a scale. A boy who was in 
the house was not detained as 
he is a juvenile. 

Police have made arrests in 
more than 4,000 drug cases in 
the first six months of the year, a 
27 per cent increase compared 
to the same period in 2019.

The police detained more 
than 8,000 drug offenders, 
26 per cent more than in the 
same period in 2019, accord-
ing to the Ministry of Interior.

Of them, the report said 8,369 
were Cambodians, 96 Viet-
namese, two laotians, three 
Thai, 13 Chinese, and one each 
being Burmese, Indonesian, 
Singaporean, japanese, and 
Nigerian.

Labour minister Ith Sam Heng said a working group will monitor all private and public schools as they reopen 
and if they don’t follow the proper guidelines, they will be suspended. LABOUR ministRy

Police have made arrests in more than 4,000 drug cases this year. gRk

Driving lorries requires a different licence and training to drive them properly. The training offered by the 
transport ministry consists of three courses, each lasting a week. tRAnspORt depARtment
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May Kunmakara

MALAYSIAN-owned interna-
tional trade shows organiser 
AMB Tarsus Exhibitions (Cam-
bodia) Pte Ltd will hold the 
10th edition of Cambuild in a 
bid to encourage economic 
recovery in the Kingdom from 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Cambuild ’20, the Kingdom’s 
largest international building 
and construction industry 
exhibition, is scheduled for 
October 22-24 at the Koh Pich 
Exhibition and Convention 
Centre.

AMB Tarsus Exhibitions’ par-
ent company AMB Tarsus 
Events Group has announced 
that it will provide an “eco-
nomic recovery package” 
(ERP) to assist suppliers to the 
construction and building sec-

tor in their recovery from the 
health crisis.

Cambuild ’20 project manager 
Kha Somaly said the initiative 
will complement government 
efforts to stimulate economic 
activity and generate jobs.

She said: “I hope companies 
will take advantage of this ERP 
to increase sales as the econo-
my improves.

“Cambuild ’20 will also sup-
port the hospitality industry as 
over 1,000 overseas partici-
pants from China, Taiwan, 
Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand 
and Vietnam are planning to 
attend.”

Capital investment in the 
Kingdom’s construction sector 
chalked up a striking 13.3 per 
cent growth rate to reach more 
than $3.84 billion for the first 
half of this year, data from the 

Ministry of Land Manage-
ment, Urban Planning and 
Construction show.

The Ministry of Economy 
and Finance on Sunday sub-
mitted a letter to Prime Minis-
ter Hun Sen asking him to 
revise the requirements for 
international arrivals to the 
Kingdom in a move to shore 
up the economy.

Foreign travellers, includ-
ing investors, business peo-
ple, company staff, traders, 
skilled workers and families 
are required to buy a 20-day 
insurance policy for $90 while 
still making a $3,000 deposit, 
it said.

Capital investment in the 
construction sector climbed 
13.26 per cent year-on-year to 
more than $3.84 billion in the 
first half of this year, reported 

the land ministry.
It said it received 2,522 appli-

cations for construction 
projects during the period, up 
475 or 23.20 per cent from the 
2,047 received in the first half 
of last year.

Between 2000 and last 
month, the ministry approved 
50,968 construction projects, 
worth $56,961,393,522, it said 
in its report.

During the period, 2,830 
consultancy services, building 
design and construction com-
panies registered. But, it said, 
only 1,241 still hold valid 
licences.

Between 2005 and last 
month, there where 1,945 
projects at least five storeys 
tall, of which 114 were 30-39 
storeys tall and 46 were over 40 
storeys tall.

Construction 
begins on new 
urban area in 
VN’s An Giang

ConstruCtion began on the 
sao Mai tay Cai Dau new urban 
Area project worth 1.2 trillion 

dong ($52 million) in Vietnam’s An 
Giang province on sunday.

Covering 62ha, the area is located 
in Chau Phu district’s Cai Dau town, 
about 20km from the border with 
takeo province’s Kiri Vong district in 
Cambodia.

sao Mai Group Corp (sao Mai Group) 
is the project’s developer.

Provincial People’s Committee chair-
man tran thanh nha said the new 
urban area will create a driving force 
for the development of the province’s 
western region.

sao Mai Group director-general 
Le thanh thuan said construction is 
scheduled to be completed in 2025.

the project will include a trading and 
service area, market, parks, villas, 
townhouses, commercial townhouses, 
office buildings and areas for cultural, 
physical training and sport activities.

it is expected to boost the district’s 
economic restructuring towards mod-
ernisation.

in the near future, the company plans 
to develop three more large-scale 
projects on a total area of 200ha in the 
province, with an estimated capital of 
more than six trillion dong. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

THE PHNOM PENH POST  jULY  15, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM6

Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,100 17,700 17,700 17,080

2 GTI 3,300 3,300 3,300 3,300

3 PAS 15,300 15,500 15,600 15,300

4 PPAP 11,500 11,520 11,580 11,500

5 PPSP 2,240 2,280 2,290 2,240

6 PWSA 5,660 5,500 5,680 5,500

Date: July 14, 2020

usD / KHr usD / CAD usD / CnY usD / JPY usD / MYr usD / sGD usD / tHB AuD / usD Eur / usD GBP / usD

4,096 1.3623 7.0165 107.32 4.2700 1.3932 31.57 0.6952 1.1366 1.2522

CHINESE telecoms giant Hua-
wei Technologies Co on Mon-
day night said it recorded 454 
billion yuan ($64.9 billion) in 
revenue in the first half of this 
year, marking a 13.1 per cent 
increase year-on-year, despite 
US government restrictions 
and the challenges created by 
Covid-19.

Huawei’s carrier, enterprise, 
and consumer businesses 
achieved 159.6 billion yuan, 36.3 
billion yuan, and 255.8 billion 
yuan in revenue, respectively, 
the company said. Its net profit 
margin stood at 9.2 per cent.

It said in a statement that as 
countries around the globe are 
grappling with the Covid-19 
pandemic, information and 
communications technolo-
gies have become not only a 
crucial tool for combating the 

virus, but also an engine for 
economic recovery.

Huawei reiterated its com-
mitment to working with car-
riers and industry partners to 
maintain stable network oper-
ations, accelerate digital trans-
formation, and support efforts 
to contain local outbreaks and 
reopen local economies.

It said: “The complex exter-
nal environment makes open 
collaboration and trust in 
global value chains more im-
portant than ever.

“Huawei has promised to con-
tinue fulfilling its obligations to 
customers and suppliers, and to 
survive, forge ahead, and con-
tribute to the global digital econ-
omy and technological devel-
opment, no matter what future 
challenges the company faces.” 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Huawei revenue up 
13.1% in first half 
despite challenges

Farmers ‘not hurt’ by exports to US
Hin Pisei

C
AMBODIA Rice Federation 
(CRF) officials have refuted 
claims that the Kingdom’s 
rice exports to the US will 

hurt farmers there.
This comes as the USA Rice Fed-

eration (USA Rice), a global advo-
cate for all segments of the US rice 
industry, testified at the US Interna-
tional Trade Commission (USITC) 
hearing late last month, supporting 
the removal of rice from a list of eli-
gible commodities under GSP.

USA Rice said the US has long pro-
vided GSP benefits to developing 
countries, providing duty-free access, 
though it is only for parboiled rice.

For least-developed countries like 
Cambodia and Myanmar, all rice is eli-
gible for duty-free access into the US.

USA Rice submitted a petition to 
the Office of the US Trade Represen-
tative (USTR) in March, which has 
since moved forward into the formal 
review process.

Information seen by The Post 
last week said as part of the 2020 
Annual Review for modification 
of the GSP programme, the Trade 
Policy Staff Committee (TPSC) has 
decided to accept certain product 
petitions for review.

“USTR accepted the petition to re-
move rice products from GSP. It’s under 
consideration. USITC held a hearing 
on whether rice should be removed.

“USITC will submit a confidential 
report to USTR by August 31. USTR 
is expected to issue a ruling on or 
before October 31, and becomes ef-
fective on or before November 1,” 
the TPSC said.

It said the countries affected are 
Thailand, India (which lost GSP sta-
tus in june last year), Pakistan, Brazil, 
Vietnam, Argentina and Cambodia.

CRF president Song Saran told a 
meeting at the Ministry of Commerce 
on Monday: “US imports of Cambo-
dian rice are not a detriment to their 
farmers because only 2,000 tonnes 
are shipped there per annum.

“These are of the indica rice, or-

ganic and fragrant romduol vari-
eties, which are different from the 
ones grown in the US.”

US farmers are more known to 
grow varieties such as japonica rice, 
and its medium-grain variant Cal-
rose, he said.

CRF secretary-general Lun Yeng told 
The Post on Tuesday that although 
striking rice off the list of eligible com-
modities under GSP would stifle ex-
ports to the US, its impact on overall 
rice exports would be miniscule.

He noted that the Kingdom exported 
about 2,000 tonnes of rice to the US last 
year and just slightly more than 1,000 
tonnes in the first half of this year.

“Taking into account that ship-
ments to the US market account for 
less than one per cent of Cambodia’s 
total rice exports, there won’t be 
much of a repercussion,” Yeng said, 
acknowledging that small-scale or-
ganic-rice farmers would face most 
of the risks of the transition.

Local media reported Yeng as say-
ing that with the removal of GSP, a 
$20 per tonne tax will be applied on 
imports of Cambodian rice.

Commerce ministry spokesman 
Seang Thay told The Post that his 
ministry currently does not have 
any concrete measures in place to 
respond to a potential withdrawal.

Monday’s was a “technical meet-
ing to gather feedback and no spe-
cific decisions have been made so 
far”, he said.

Cambodia exported 1,819 tonnes 
of milled rice to the US market worth 
$1.672 billion last year and 1,100 
tonnes worth $1.014 billion in the first 
six months of this year, Thay said.

The Kingdom exported 397,000 
tonnes of milled rice to the inter-
national market in the first half of 
this year, surging 41 per cent from 
the year-ago period, data from the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries show. The exports reeled 
in $264 million in revenue.

The primary markets for the King-
dom’s milled rice are China, the EU, 
the UK and other countries in the 
ASEAN bloc.

The Kingdom exported 397,000 tonnes of milled rice to the international market in the 
first half of this year, surging 41 per cent year-on-year. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM

Int’l trade show organiser set to build 
up virus-hit construction suppliers
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Central bank of laos imposes new 
regulation for currency exchanges
THE Bank of the lao PDR has 
come up with a new adminis-
trative rule designed to admin-
ister currency exchange busi-
nesses amid the appreciation 
of international currencies 
against the lao kip.

Governor of the central 
bank, Sonexay Sitphaxay on 
july 2 signed the bank’s Deci-
sion on Currency Business as 
the national currency depreci-
ated against the Thai baht and 
uS dollar.

The Bank of the lao PDR 
made a strong commitment at 
the recent session of the 
National Assembly that it 
would try its best to maintain 
the value of the lao kip against 
major international currencies 
within a five percent range.

According to the new decision 
on currency exchanges, which 
is accessible on the central 
bank’s official website, individu-
als and legal entities, who want 
to operate a currency exchange 
business must obtain a licence 
from the central bank.

Only legal entities which 
conduct business in connec-
tion with hotels and tourism 
and meet the requirements are 
eligible to obtain the currency 
exchange business licences 
from the central bank under 
this new rule.

Once approved, the busi-
nesses must strictly comply 
with rules and orders imposed 
by the central bank or face 
serious penalties, including 
fines and cancellation of their 

business operating licence.
Based on Chapter 7 of the 

currency exchange business 
decision, money exchange 
service providers who defy the 
rules of the central bank will 
be warned first with repeat 
offenders issued with fines or 
even forced to close.

According to the rules, cur-
rency exchanges must not 
offer services outside of their 
declared business venues or 
face fines of three million kip 
($332.50) per infringement.

Money exchange service 
providers are also banned 

from engaging in direct cur-
rency exchanging with com-
mercial banks. Otherwise, they 
face fines of five million kip 
per instance.

Another rule the businesses 
must follow is setting their 
exchange rates in line with the 
regulations and the central 
bank’s rate or face fines of five 
million kip per infringement.

In addition, the businesses 
must display their exchange 
rates so that central bank offi-
cials can easily inspect fluctua-
tions of the rate. They also need 
to report their exchange rate to 

the central bank daily or face 
fines of 100,000 kip per day.

under the bank’s Decision 
on Currency Exchange Busi-
ness, the Bank of the lao PDR 
has made the business licens-
ing and approval process 
transparent as part of meas-
ures to encourage money 
exchange service providers to 
obtain an operating licence.

The Currency Exchange 
Business decision also details 
the requirements and time-
frame used to consider and 
approve the licences. VIENTIANE 

TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Flash data: S’pore enters technical recession
S

INGAPORE’S econo-
my shrank by 12.6 per 
cent year-on-year in 
the second quarter, 

according to advance esti-
mates from the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry on Tues-
day, as circuit breaker mea-
sures to stem the coronavirus 
pandemic took their toll.

The decline in gross do-
mestic product (GDP) is 
worse than the 10.5 per cent 
drop economists had antici-
pated in a Bloomberg survey. 
It is also much worse than in 
the first quarter when GDP 
turned negative for the first 
time in a decade, with the 
economy contracting by a re-
vised 0.3 per cent.

The ministry said the GDP 
plunge was due to the circuit 
breaker measures that were 
implemented from April 7 to 
june 1 to slow the spread of 
Covid-19, as well as weak ex-
ternal demand amid a global 
economic downturn.

On a quarter-on-quarter 
basis, the economy shrank 
a record 41.2 per cent in the 
three months to june – enter-
ing a technical recession for 
the first time since 2009. A 
technical recession refers to 
two straight quarters of quar-
ter-on-quarter contraction.

Minister Chan Chun Sing 
said the numbers show the 
extent of the challenges facing 
Singapore amid the pandemic 
and the effort required to re-
store the economy, adding that 
the figures were expected.

He said in a Facebook post: 
“The road to recovery in the 
months ahead will be chal-
lenging. We expect recovery to 
be a slow and uneven journey, 
as external demand continues 
to be weak and countries bat-
tle the second and third waves 
of outbreaks by reinstating lo-
calised lockdowns or stricter 
safe distancing measures.”

Domestically, the pace of re-
covery will also depend on how 
well Singapore manages the 
public health situation and suc-
ceeds in keeping infections in 
the community low, he noted.

NTuC assistant secretary-
general Patrick Tay in a separate 
Facebook post said the report 

“paints a sombre and worrying 
outlook for the Singapore econ-
omy for the rest of 2020”. 

Calling on Singapore workers 
to brace themselves, Tay said 
he expects “a sharp spike in re-
trenchments and unemploy-
ment figures as well”, ahead of 
second-quarter labour market 
figures to be released at the 
end of this month.

The ministry in May forecast 
a full-year contraction of sev-
en per cent to four per cent – 
making the current recession 
Singapore’s worst-ever since 
independence in 1965.

The second-quarter slump 
was led by the construction 
sector that shrank by 54.7 per 

cent on a year-on-year basis, 
a significant deterioration 
from the 1.1 per cent decline 
in the first quarter.

The ministry said: “Con-
struction output weakened 
on account of the circuit 
breaker measures which led 
to a stoppage of most con-
struction activities during the 
period, as well as manpower 
disruptions arising from ad-
ditional measures to curb the 
spread of Covid-19, including 
movement restrictions at for-
eign worker dormitories.”

On a quarter-on-quarter 
basis, the construction sector 
shrank by 95.6 per cent in the 
second quarter, far worse than 

the 12.2 per cent contraction 
in the first three months.

The services-producing in-
dustries contracted by 13.6 per 
cent on a year-on-year basis 
in the second quarter, steeper 
than the 2.4 per cent decline 
in the previous quarter.

The only bright spot in the 
economy was the manufac-
turing sector that grew by 2.5 
per cent year-on-year in the 
April to june period. How-
ever, the growth was slower 
than the 8.2 per cent pace 
achieved in the first quarter.

Manufacturing growth dur-
ing in the second quarter was 
primarily aided by a surge in 
biomedical manufacturing, 
the ministry said. Still, weak ex-
ternal demand and workplace 
disruptions during the circuit 
breaker period weighed on 
output in the chemicals, trans-
port engineering and general 
manufacturing clusters.

On a quarter-on-quarter 
basis, the manufacturing sec-
tor shrank by 23.1 per cent, a 
sharp reversal from the 45.5 
per cent expansion in the pre-
ceding quarter.

The advance estimates for 
the second quarter are largely 
based on data from April and 
May, coinciding with the two-
month-long circuit breaker 
measures.

Singapore started to relax 
the circuit breaker measures 
on june 1 and entered phase 
two of economic reopening on 
june 19, allowing most retail 
shops and restaurants to re-

sume business while observing 
social distancing measures.

Revised second-quarter es-
timates – to be released in Au-
gust – are likely to reflect the 
impact of the reopening.

“The worst is likely over,” 
said Selena ling, head of trea-
sury research and strategy at 
Oversea-Chinese Banking 
Corp ltd (OCBC).

She said with the GDP al-
ready compressed by 6.5 per 
cent in the first six months, 
some stabilisation may start 
to emerge from the third quar-
ter onwards. However, growth 
will remain in the negative ter-
ritory through the year.

DBS Bank ltd senior econ-
omist Irvin Seah said private 
consumption that had col-
lapsed amid the circuit break 
period has started to recover. 
On top of that the unprece-
dented fiscal measures, in the 
form of four stimulus packag-
es in four months, would also 
start to show up in GDP.

ling said that given the sig-
nificant front loading of fiscal 
and monetary policy, there is 
a relatively high bar for addi-
tional stimulus.

However, she added, some 
of the budget measures tar-
geting jobs may potentially 
be extended if the Singapore 
labour market continues to 
soften further.

OCBC expects full-year 
GDP to contract by 5.5 per 
cent, while DBS predicts a 5.7 
per cent slump. THE STRAITS TIMES 

(SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The GDP plunge was due to the circuit breaker measures that were implemented to slow the spread of Covid-19. 
THE STRAITS TIMES

Only legal entities which conduct business in connection with hotels and tourism and meet the requirements are 
eligible to obtain the currency exchange business licences from the central bank under this new rule. SUPPLIED
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Fisheries exports struggling to 
remain afloat, need gov’t push
Thou Vireak

C
AMBODIA exported 1,372 tonnes 
of fisheries products to the inter-
national market in the first half 
of this year, sinking around 80 

per cent from 8,710 tonnes in the same 
period last year, a Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries report said.

Fresh products accounted for 1,140 
tonnes, or 83.1 per cent, which was down 
79.1 per cent from the 5,460 tonnes re-
corded in the first half of last year. Pro-
cessed products accounted for just 232 
tonnes, or 16.9 per cent, which plummet-
ed 93 per cent on a year-on year basis.

Minister Veng Sakhon told The Post on 
Tuesday that the government is actively 
pursuing to boost aquaculture, expand 
domestic supply capacity and increase 
exports in the long-term.

He added that the government plans 
to technically and financially support 
between 50,000 and 100,000 families to 
raise fish and frogs in plastic tents, which 
can produce young in just three months.

“I believe that through these efforts, 
the private sector will be able to ac-
knowledge that Cambodia is able to 
step up its hatchery rearing methods to 
upgrade fisheries exports to the interna-
tional market to match its needs.

“We need to reinforce our breeding and 
growing systems to meet [international] 
standards as the government leadership 
improves the freight forwarding indus-
try,” Sakhon said.

In the first half of this year, freshwater 
fisheries harvests reached 165,230 tonnes, 
up 1.62 per cent year-on-year, while ma-
rine fisheries were 57,160 tonnes, up 1.10 
per cent, ministry data show.

Fish and shrimp aquaculture account-
ed for 135,415 tonnes, or 82.0 per cent, 
a year-on-year gain of 20 per cent. Rev-
enue from fisheries-related services to-
talled 341,484,360 riel ($83,000)

The ministry’s Fisheries Administration 
director-general Eng Chea San told The Post 
that most of Cambodia’s fisheries products 
is exported to Vietnam and Thailand.

He said the Kingdom’s fisheries output 

is set to explode in the next two-to-three 
years buoyed by a nationwide boom in 
aquaculture, most notably along the 
coast and the Tonle Sap river.

Heng Matine owns a farm called Vihear 
Suor in Khsach Kandal district’s Vihear 
Suor commune in Kandal province which 
is home to more than 50,000 Cantor’s giant 
soft-shell turtles (Pelochelys cantorii).

Though there is high demand on the 
market, he said, fewer people are farm-
ing the turtles, due to the large volume 
of imports from neighbouring countries, 
especially Vietnam.

Matine told The Post: “Imported Can-
tor’s soft-shell turtles cost less than do-
mestically grown ones, bringing down 
local farming by more than 50 per cent 
within the last two years or so.”

He described the average Cantor’s soft-
shell turtle sold on the market as being 
one-year-old, weighing 1kg and costing 
$10. Those weighing less than 1kg can 
cost around $7-$8.

He called on the government to boost 

domestic production, create new jobs 
for farmers and increase incomes.

He estimated that the Kingdom’s de-
mand for the soft-shell turtle is about 
four tonnes per day, of which around 60 
per cent is imported from Vietnam.

“I ask the government to help curb the 
import of Cantor’s soft-shell turtles so that 
local farmers can expand their breeding 
capacities to meet market demand and 
provide additional investment capital.

“The Cantor’s soft-shell market is very 
hot right now, especially among Chinese 
consumers,” Matine said.

Cambodia exported 14,100 tonnes of 
fisheries products to the international 
market last year, down 2.25 per cent 
from 14,500 tonnes in 2018.

The Fisheries Administration reported 
that it expects aquaculture production in 
the Kingdom to yield 740,000 tonnes in 
2024, through the implementation of the 
Strategic Planning Framework for Fisheries 
2015-2024 and the National Strategic Plan 
for Aquaculture Development 2016-2030.

China firm scopes out 
Battambang tourism 
and culture prospects
Thou Vireak

A CHINESE firm branded Ang-
kor Culture Investment and 
Development Group is consid-
ering pursuing cultural and 
tourism opportunities in Bat-
tambang province, provincial 
deputy governor Soeum Bun-
rith said.

The company is based in 
yunnan province and operates 
in the Kingdom as Angkor 
International Culture Invest-
ment and Development (Cam-
bodia) Co ltd.

Bunrith said company rep-
resentative Wang yin Ping met 
with provincial governor 
Nguon Rattanak to discuss 
investment opportunities in 
the province early this month, 
noting that the company is 
currently investing in a cul-
tural and tourism centre in 
Siem Reap province.

During the meeting, he said, 
Rattanak asked the company to 
consider the agricultural sector 
– highlighting the vast potential 
of its rice sub-sector – and the 
hotel sector to promote devel-
opment in the province.

“They [the company] are very 

interested in the potential that 
our province has to offer and 
they are deliberating on which 
promising field they should 
venture into,” Bunrith said.

In October, the Council for 
the Development of Cambo-
dia (CDC) granted the com-
pany a licence for its $27.5 
million large-scale Cambodia-
China Cultural Park tourism 
project in Siem Reap town’s 
Slakram commune.

There are currently 619 reg-
istered companies and enter-
prises operating in the prov-
ince, including rice mills, 
cassava and corn processing 
plants, cement factories, phar-
maceutical factories, pulp and 
paper mills, and shoe factories, 
data from the Battambang Pro-
vincial Administration show.

The province welcomed 
668,322 tourists last year, gain-
ing 8.12 per cent from 2018. Of 
these, 100,744 were interna-
tional tourists.

Between 2012 and last year, 
the province’s construction 
sector saw considerable 
growth, with 839 real estate 
projects worth a total of 
$76,184,410.

IMF predicts worst Mideast downturn in half century
THE International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) on Monday again 
sharply lowered its Middle 
East and North Africa eco-
nomic forecast, to its lowest 
level in 50 years, over the “twin 
shock” of the coronavirus pan-
demic and low oil prices.

The region’s economy will 
contract by 5.7 per cent this 
year, and shrink by as much as 
13 per cent in countries torn 
by conflict, the Washington-
based IMF warned.

The economic malaise will 
see poverty and unemploy-
ment rise, stoking social unrest, 
and send budget deficits and 
public debt surging, it said.

In its regional economic out-
look update, the IMF projected 
the economies of the Middle 
East and North Africa to con-
tract by 5.7 per cent this year, 
2.4 percentage points lower 
than its April forecast.

The projection is the lowest in 
over 50 years, World Bank data 
show, and comes after the region 
posted modest growth last year.

The battered energy-based 
economies of the Gulf Coop-
eration Council (GCC) states 
are forecast to shrink by a hefty 
7.1 per cent, 4.4 percentage 

points lower than April.
IMF Middle East and Central 

Asia Department director 
jihad Azour said: “The region 
has been facing a crisis like no 
other – a twin shock that 
affected the normal functions 
of their economies during the 
confinement measures.”

Mideast countries applied 
some of the most stringent 
lockdowns and measures 

against the coronavirus, halt-
ing most economic activities.

Oil prices plunged by about 
two-thirds in a freefall as the 
global economy ground down 
to prevent the spread of the 
coronavirus. They have par-
tially recovered to around $40 
per barrel.

Azour said the region’s oil-
exporting countries are 
expected to lose around $270 

billion of energy revenues, 
“which is a big drop”.

Unrest, instability
The IMF said that the region’s 

hardest-hit countries will be 
those that are “fragile and in 
conflict situations”, with their 
economies forecast to contract 
by as much as 13 per cent.

Gross domestic product (GDP) 
per capita in those unstable 

countries is expected to plum-
met from $2,900 in 2018-2019 
to just $2,000 this year.

The report said: “This is a dra-
matic downturn that will aggra-
vate existing economic and 
humanitarian challenges and 
raise already high poverty levels.

“Social unrest could be 
rekindled as lockdown meas-
ures are lifted.”

Azour warned that job loss-
es, together with worsening 
poverty and inequality, could 
create stability challenges for 
governments in the region.

job losses “will come on top 
of an already high level of 
unemployment, especially at 
youth level”, he said. 

The IMF said that large and 
growing deficits are expected 
to push public debt levels to 95 
per cent of GDP among Middle 
East oil importers by the end 
of this year.

Debt levels are forecast to 
grow rapidly in Sudan to 258 
per cent of GDP, in lebanon to 
183 per cent and in Egypt over 
90 per cent, it said.

Azour said the woes of oil-
importing nations are also 
compounded by a sharp drop 
in remittances from their 

nationals working overseas, 
who have been put out of work 
due to the pandemic.

The IMF report also warned 
that the potential decline in 
expatriate workers – who 
account for more than 70 per 
cent of the labour force in some 
oil-exporting countries – would 
also dampen their recovery.

Some 25 million expatriates 
work and live in the six GCC 
states, forming half of the popula-
tion of the group which takes in 
regional powerhouse Saudi Ara-
bia and the uAE along with Bah-
rain, Kuwait, Oman and Qatar.

Oxford Economics predicted 
in May that employment across 
the GCC could fall by 13 per 
cent this year, with job losses of 
some 1.7 million in Saudi Ara-
bia and 900,000 in uAE.

Azour said that with so few 
certainties in the current envi-
ronment, the situation could 
be even worse than forecast.

“We are in an odd situation 
where the level of uncertainty is 
still high – uncertainty about the 
capacity to control the pan-
demic and its expansion, uncer-
tainty about the recovery itself, 
and also uncertainty about the 
oil prices,” he said. AFP

The Kingdom exported 1,372 tonnes of fisheries products to the international market in the first 
half of this year. HENG CHIVOAN

The company is currently investing in a cultural and tourism centre in 
Siem Reap province. HONG MENEA

The battered energy-based economies of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states are forecast to shrink by a 
hefty 7.1 per cent. AFP



SK’s Kaist says 
interferon a 
cause of Covid 
inflammations

THE Korea Advanced Institute of 
Science and Technology (Kaist) 
on Monday said its researchers 

have identified interferon as the cause 
of cytokine storm in severely affected 
Covid-19 patients.

Interferon is a type of cytokine that 
has been known to bring up antiviral 
defences against infections. While they 
have been known as the good cytokines, 
the researchers at Kaist believe they 
may trigger adverse effects in Covid-19 
patients.

This finding may provide grounds for 
new treatment approaches that target 
interferon, Kaist said.

A cytokine storm, or hyper-inflamma-
tory response, occurs when too much of 
cytokine is released, and the body starts 
to attack its tissues.

Cytokine storms are suspected of caus-
ing detrimental progression of Covid-19, 
but what causes this cytokine storms have 
been unclear, posing a hurdle in treating 
medium-grade Covid-19 patients.

In their latest research, the Kaist sci-
entists separated the immune cells from 
a Covid-19 patients’ blood and applied 
single-cell-RNA-sequencing method to 
analyse their characteristics.

Regardless of the degree of the SARS-
CoV-2 infection, the researchers repeat-
edly found tumour necrosis factor and 
interleukin-1 in patients’ immune cells.

In comparing light and medium-grade 
patients, the researchers could see that 
a cytokine response called interferon 
was especially pronounced in medium-
grade patients.

This study was published in Science 
Immunology on Friday under the title 
Immunophenotyping of Covid-19 and 
influenza highlights the role of type I 
interferons in development of severe 
Covid-19.

Lee Jeong-seok and Park Seong-wan 
from Kaist’s Graduate School of Medical 
Science and Engineering, and Depart-
ment of Biological Sciences, participated 
in the study as lead researchers. THE 

KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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uAE Mars probe set to make history
T

HE uAE plans to make his-
tory on Wednesday with 
the scheduled launch of the 
“Hope” mission, which will 

make it the first Arab nation to send 
a probe to Mars.

A rocket carrying the unmanned 
spacecraft is due to take off from japan’s 
remote Tanegashima Space Centre at 
5:51am local time (3:51am in Cam-
bodia) although poor weather could 
delay lift-off until later in a launch win-
dow that runs until August 13.

The Emirati project is one of three 
racing to Mars, including Tianwen-1 
from China and Mars 2020 from the 
uS, taking advantage of the period 
when the Earth and Mars are nearest 
– a mere 55 million kilometres apart.

But unlike the two other ventures, 
the uAE’s Mars probe will not land 
on the Red Planet.

“Hope” – or “al-Amal” in Arabic – is 
expected to reach Mars’ orbit by Feb-
ruary next year, marking the 50th an-
niversary of the unification of the uAE, 
an alliance of seven sheikhdoms.

Once there, it will loop the planet 
for a whole Martian year – 687 days.

The probe is expected to detach 
from the launch rocket about an 
hour after blast-off, which is when 
the uAE Mars mission’s deputy proj-
ect manager Sarah al-Amiri said the 
real excitement will begin.

Amiri, who is also Minister of State for 
Advanced Sciences, earlier this month 
told AFP: “In my heart of hearts, I’m 
looking forward to the initial 24 hours 
after separation, and that’s where we 
see the results of our work.

“It is when we first get the signal 
when we know that every part of the 
spacecraft is functioning when the 
solar panels are deployed when we 
hit our trajectory and are headed to-
wards Mars.”

Keiji Suzuki from Mitsubishi Heavy 
Industries ltd, which is carrying the 
Hope probe into space, said that 
with thunderstorms forecast there 
was doubt over whether the launch 
would take place on schedule.

“The weather is going downhill,” he 
told a briefing on Monday. “However, 

the current forecast is not for severe 
thunderstorms all the way through, 
so our current assessment is that 
there are chances for a launch.”

The uAE – which is better known 
for its skyscrapers, palm-shaped 
islands and mega attractions – has 
in recent years been pushing to ex-
pand its space sector.

While the objective of the Mars 
mission is to provide a comprehen-
sive image of the weather dynamics 
in the Red Planet’s atmosphere and 
pave the way for scientific break-
throughs, the probe is a foundation 
for a much bigger goal – building a 
human settlement on Mars within 
the next 100 years.

The uAE also wants the project 

to serve as a source of inspiration 
for Arab youth, in a region too often 
wracked by sectarian conflicts and 
economic crises.

Dubai has hired architects to imag-
ine what a Martian city might look like 
and recreate it in its desert as “Science 
City”, at a cost of around 500 million 
dirhams (136 million dollars).

And in September, Hazza al-Man-
souri became the first Emirati in 
space, part of a three-member crew 
that blasted off on a Soyuz rocket 
from Kazakhstan, returning home 
after an eight-day mission in which 
he became the first Arab to visit the 
International Space Station.

Several dozen probes – most of them 
from the uS – have set off for the Red 

Planet since the 1960s. Many never 
made it that far or failed to land.

The drive to explore Mars flagged 
until the confirmation less than 10 
years ago that water once flowed on 
its surface.

The mission’s project manager 
Omran Sharaf told Monday’s brief-
ing: “What is unique about this mis-
sion is that for the first time the sci-
entific community around the world 
will have a holistic view of the Mar-
tian atmosphere at different times 
of the day at different seasons.

“We have a strategy to contribute 
to the global effort in developing 
technologies and science work that 
will help one day if humanity decides 
to put a human on Mars.” AFP

Palestinians arrested ‘for backing annexation’ on TV
THE Palestinian Authority (PA) 
has arrested several people who 
said they would favour Israeli 
annexations in parts of the West 
Bank, corroborating sources 
say, despite Ramallah’s denial.

In an Israeli television report 
aired in early june, several Pal-
estinians in the occupied West 
Bank are heard expressing the 
hope of becoming Israelis if 
annexation under an Israeli-
uS plan moves forward.

The comments by those 
interviewed directly contradict 
the PA’s total opposition to any 
West Bank annexations, a view 
shared by an overwhelming 
majority of the Palestinian 
public, according to surveys.

The Palestinians featured in 
the programme were captured 
by hidden camera and their 
identities concealed in the 
broadcast through blurred 
faces and distorted voices.

“I want an Israeli identity 
card,” one Palestinian is heard 
saying. Another stated that he 

didn’t see “Israelis as enemies 
– their government is the ene-
my”. And a third said he “chose 
Israel” and wasn’t afraid to 
speak out publicly.

The prominent Israeli jour-
nalist who made the report, 
Tzvi yehezkeli, said at least six 
people who spoke out in 
favour of annexation were 
subsequently arrested by the 
PA’s security services.

“I was surprised to see that 
even though I’ve blurred the 
faces of all the people I filmed 
and distorted their voices, the 
Authority has reached and 
arrested [some] of them, it’s 
just amazing,” he told AFP.

Contacted by AFP, several PA 
security sources rejected the 
claims.

“We have not arrested anyone 
in connection with this case,” 
Palestinian interior ministry 
spokesman Ghassan Nimr told 
AFP, while Palestinian police 
spokesman louay Arzeikat also 
denied anyone was being held 

over the report.
Israel had set july 1 as the 

date from which it could decide 
on the implementation of the 
Middle East plan proposed by 
uS President Donald Trump 
and backed by Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu.

It proposes Israel’s annexa-
tion of its jewish settlements 
and the jordan Valley in the 
West Bank, a Palestinian terri-
tory occupied since 1967 by 
the jewish state.

No announcement has so far 
been made on annexation – a 
move that would violate inter-
national law – but Netanyahu 
has said talks with Washington 
are ongoing.

Palestinian leaders have 
warned annexation would shat-
ter any hopes for enduring peace 
and a two-state solution and risk 
sparking a new uprising.

Some 88 per cent of Palestin-
ians oppose the “Trump plan”, 
according to a poll last month 
by the Palestinian Centre for 

Policy and Survey Research, 
and 52 per cent even said they 
would support a return to 
armed struggle.

There have been waves of 
demonstrations against 
annexation and the Trump 
plan across the West Bank in 
recent weeks.

Nonetheless, yehezkeli, who 
has been a correspondent in the 
Palestinian territories for nearly 
25 years, told AFP he realised 
there are also many Palestinians 
who do not share the outright 
opposition of their leaders.

Some interviewees had told 
him that “we don’t care about 
annexation” and that “the 
Palestinian Authority has 
failed” and was “corrupt”, he 
said, adding that he regretted 
not airing all those comments 
on television.

He insisted he had been told 
of their subsequent arrests by 
their families and stressed that 
he felt “responsible”.

One Palestinian contacted by 

AFP said his relative, who had 
criticised the PA in the report, 
had been held for several weeks 
by Palestinian police and was 
due to face a court soon.

The individual said he was 
also in favour of annexation 
and, despite “fear” of being 
arrested, added he remained 
hopeful “that Israel will give us 
citizenship”.

Some Palestinian commen-
tators say such statements 
reflect the deep dejection of 
people who have spent dec-
ades under occupation, denied 
the peace and prosperity they 
had long hoped for.

“Why did those people say 
that?” asked Shawan jabarin of 
the Palestinian rights organisa-
tion al-Haq. “They said that 
because they have lost hope in 
peace, in a two-state solution.

“We can’t take this question 
out of context. The context is 
– there is injustice, occupation, 
oppression, and the Palestinian 
Authority doesn’t act for the 

Palestinian national interests 
. . . They failed to bring peace.

“The question is – is Israel 
ready to accept them as full 
citizens, equal citizens?”

Netanyahu late in May said 
Palestinians who find them-
selves on annexed land will 
not obtain Israeli citizenship.

Their status will remain 
unclear since they will no longer 
be answerable to the PA either.

Israel annexed east jerusa-
lem in 1967, but the Palestin-
ians still claim the sector as the 
capital of their future state. 
Palestinians living in East jeru-
salem do not have Israeli citi-
zenship but residence cards.

Only Israeli Arabs – descend-
ants of the Palestinians who 
remained on their land after 
the creation of Israel in 1948 
– have full Israeli citizenship.

But some face discrimina-
tion in a country that passed a 
law in 2018 defining it as “the 
nation-state of the jewish peo-
ple”. AFP

‘Hope’ – or ‘al-Amal’ in Arabic – is expected to reach Mars’s orbit by February next year. mOHAmmED bIN RASHID SPAcE cENTRE
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TO AVOID a repeat of cross-
border financial fraud that 
implicated local financial 
institutions, it’s time for Con-
gress to ease the Philippines’ 
antiquated bank secrecy law 
while the government tightens 
enforcement against such 
crimes, Secretary of Finance 
Carlos Dominguez III said.

Security analyst and anti-
money laundering consultant 
Stephen Cutler noted that the 
Philippines seemed “to attract 
financial fraud”.

He cited the involvement of 
local banks in the Bangladesh 
Bank cyber heist in 2016 and 
the more recent controversies 
involving Australia’s Westpac 
Banking Corp and Germany’s 
Wirecard AG.

Cutler blamed the Philip-
pine financial sector’s vulner-
ability to fraudulent activities 
to shortcomings in enforce-
ment of regulators such as the 
Securities and Exchange Com-
mission (SEC), central bank 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
(BSP) and the Anti-Money 
laundering Council (AMlC).

He also blamed a weak whis-
tle-blower programme covering 
crimes in the private sector.

Dominguez said the vulner-
ability could be addressed by 
focusing on enforcement – 
detection, prosecution and 
conviction.

He admitted that the SEC, 
for instance, had a poor record 
of law enforcement of finan-
cial fraud perpetrators.

“For example, [there were] 
no convictions of pyramid 
scheme operators,” he noted, 
even as the SEC had been 
going after these Ponzi 
schemes. He said he had dis-
cussed how to address the 
concern with the SEC.

He added that the passage of 
the proposed measure to get 
the country’s bank secrecy law 
in line with international best 
practices would be necessary 
to prevent the involvement of 
domestic players in global-
scale financial crimes.

The Department of Finance 
and the BSP have been push-
ing to lift bank secrecy for tax 
purposes and automatic 
exchange of information as 
well as amendments to give 
more teeth to the Anti-Money 
laundering Act (Amla).

Congress had been luke-
warm to proposals to ease the 
law, which had been in place 
since 1955, although the Phil-
ippines and lebanon remained 
the only countries still restrict-
ing access to bank accounts.

In March, Dominguez said 
the Amla “remains a weak tool 
against money laundering and 
other unlawful activities.

“Tax evasion and other 
financial wrongdoings are not 
among the predicate crimes 
listed under the law that would 
allow the AMlC to examine 
bank accounts after securing 
a court order.

“This leaves us powerless in 
going after tax evaders and 
other criminals using funds for 
other illegal activities,” he said. 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Indonesia bill for police power to curb 
‘community disease’ flagged as ‘threat’
A

N ARTIClE in Indo-
nesia’s controversial 
omnibus bill on job 
creation that broad-

ens the scope of the National 
Police’s authority has raised 
concerns among activists and 
observers who fear the bill 
will increase the potential for 
abuses of power.

Article 82 of the omnibus 
bill grants the police the au-
thority to take action to pre-
vent and contain the spread 
of so-called “community dis-
ease” as well as to monitor the 
propagation of beliefs that 
are deemed to undermine the 
unity of the nation.

The article does not provide 
a detailed definition of “com-
munity disease”, but mentions 
homelessness, prostitution, 
gambling, drug abuse, drunk-
enness, human trafficking, 
loan sharking and extortion.

The Indonesian legal Aid 
Foundation (ylBHI) has spo-
ken out against the bill, ex-
pressing concern it would be 
used as a justification for the 
violation of human rights and 
to suppress minority groups.

ylBHI spokesperson Siti 
Rakhma said during a webi-
nar on Sunday: “A detailed 
explanation of what is meant 
by ‘community disease’ is not 
provided. The bill also does 
not explain which ‘beliefs’ 
could potentially threaten the 
unity of the nation.

“I am afraid that any form of 
mass protest will be considered 
a ‘community disease’ or as 

propagating beliefs that could 
undermine national unity.

“The bill could also pose a 
threat to the rights of minor-
ity groups,” she said.

Ahmadiyah spokesperson 
and activist yendra Budiana 
echoed Siti’s concerns, saying 
that “followers of Ahmadiyah 
have long been persecuted by 
the authorities and the police, 
who claim that Ahmadiyah is a 
so-called ‘community disease’”.

He cited the persecution 
faced by Ahmadiyah followers 
in Depok, West java, in 2017, 
when police and the Public Or-
der Agency (Satpol PP) sealed 
the Al-Hidayah mosque, con-

fiscated the mosque’s CCTV 
footage and made sure the 
mosque would not be used by 
Ahmadiyah followers.

Engkus Ruswana, a repre-
sentative of the Syncretic Be-
liefs Council, also questioned 
the plan to expand the police’s 
powers, as he argued they had 
long been a prominent actor 
in undermining tolerance to-
ward minority groups. “I wish 
the law was not used as a tool 
to eradicate us.”

Furthermore, Article 82 also 
gives the police the author-
ity to issue business licences 
in the security service sector. 
The bill amends Article 15 of 

Police law No 2/2002, which 
gives the police the author-
ity to only issue operational 
permits for businesses in the 
security service sector.

The bill also gives the police 
a direct role in educating spe-
cial police units, security task 
forces and civil servant inves-
tigators.

Essentially, Article 82 of the 
omnibus bill extends the po-
lice’s authorities in three main 
categories – monitoring and 
public security, business licens-
ing and training and education.

Ombudsman official Ninik 
Rahayu said the police’s ex-
panded roles would be “too 

overwhelming” for the police 
to handle, as it would require 
additional administrative 
tasks to be performed.

“The bill indicates that the 
police will perform all func-
tions, from creating regu-
lations to monitoring and 
corrective maintenance [in 
education],” Ninik said dur-
ing the discussion.

She added that the in-
creased administrative role of 
the police in issuing business 
licences was redundant, as the 
government already provided 
an integrated online single 
submission (OSS) system for 
business licensing managed 
under the Investment Coordi-
nating Board (BKPM).

Former deputy chairman 
of the Corruption Eradication 
Commission (KPK) laode M 
Syarif also expressed concerns 
about the bill, arguing that 
granting an institution too much 
authority could lead to abuses of 
power and corruption.

laode said: “By giving an in-
stitution more authority, the 
potential for abuse [of power] 
increases.

“Besides, the omnibus bill 
does not provide any safeguards 
to monitor and keep in check 
the powers [given to the police].

“In particular, giving the po-
lice an administrative function, 
which is beyond their capacity, 
only opens up chances for cor-
ruption. The police will not only 
act as law enforcement but also 
as a regulator,” he said. THE JA-

KARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Master plan for VN’s Phu Quoc in PM’s hands
THE Kien Giang provincial 
People’s Committee has sub-
mitted a master plan on sus-
tainable development for Phu 
Quoc island until 2040 to Viet-
namese Prime Minister Nguy-
en Xuan Phuc for approval.

The master plan focuses on 
marine, coastal and island devel-
opment to build a comprehen-
sive infrastructure system linked 
with the infrastructure of the 
country and Mekong Delta.

It seeks to promote sustain-
able development, culture, 
environmental protection, 
security, and harmonisation of 
economic growth with the 
conservation of historical and 
cultural relics.

under the plan, the Phu 
Quoc Economic Zone will be 
developed into a hub for trade 
and tourism services to attract 
domestic and international 
visitors, a political and cul-
tural centre and a science and 
technology centre.

It will prioritise the develop-
ment of coastal and riverine 
areas and public green spaces 
to improve the quality of life 
for locals.

It will be key to creating a 
legal basis for the manage-
ment of investment projects.

Blessed with white sand, 
turquoise beaches and pleas-
ant weather almost all year 
round and with two-thirds of 
its area covered in tropical 
forests, Phu Quoc, nicknamed 
“pearl island”, is a holiday-

goers’ paradise.
Once a part of Cambodia, it 

is also known by its Khmer 
name Koh Tral, which trans-
lates as “weaving shuttle 
island”, hinting at its spindle-
like shape.

It is Vietnam’s largest island 
at some 590,000sq km, almost 
the same size as Singapore. 

The Phu Quoc National Park, 
which has mountains, dense 
tropical jungle, hiking trails, 
and wildlife, spreads over 
more than half of the island.

Phu Quoc is close to most of 
Southeast Asia and part of inter-
national freight routes, and less 
than two hours by air from the 
capitals of many countries in 
the neighbourhood.

It has had an international 
airport since 2012, with travel-
lers flying directly to the island 
enjoying a 30-day visa-free 

stay. International airlines 
operate both commercial and 
charter flights to the island.

Phu Quoc is set to become 
one of the country’s three spe-
cial economic administrative 
zones along with Van Don in 
the northern province of 
Quang Ninh and Bac Van 
Phong in the south-central 
province of Khanh Hoa.

It received more than five 
million visitors last year, up 30 
per cent from 2018, including 
541,600 foreigners.

Phu Quoc district People’s 
Committee vice-chairman 
Pham Van Nghiep said a pro-
posal to upgrade Phu Quoc 
island district into a city has 
received the approval of 96.28 
per cent of its people.

The feedback has been sub-
mitted to the People’s Com-
mittee of Kien Giang province, 

where Phu Quoc is located.
Nghiep said the island held 

a poll on the proposed estab-
lishment of Phu Quoc island 
city in which almost all of its 
64,263 residents voted.

They also voted for a pro-
posal to establish Duong Dong 
ward (currently Duong Dong 
town) and An Thoi ward by 
merging Hon Thom commune 
into An Thoi town.

last month province author-
ities collected public feedback 
on the proposal to convert the 
island district into a city.

The city will have a population 
of more than 177,500, two wards 
– Duong Dong and An Thoi – and 
six communes – Ham Ninh, 
Duong To, Ganh Dau, Bai Thom, 
Cua Duong and Cua Can.

The province will soon sub-
mit the proposal to the Nation-
al Assembly for approval. If 
approved, Phu Quoc will 
become the first island city in 
Vietnam, Nghiep said.

It currently faces problems 
related to its growing popula-
tion, education, healthcare, 
trade, tourism, and security, 
and becoming a city would 
enable Phu Quoc to address 
them, he said.

“The establishment of a city 
will play an important role in 
asserting the country’s sover-
eignty over its waters and 
islands.”

In 2018, the government 
gave the green light for the 
province to hire a foreign con-

sultant to draw up a master 
plan to develop the island into 
a special administrative and 
economic zone.

Most large corporations 
such as Vingroup, Bim Group, 
Sun Group, CEO Group have 
invested in Phu Quoc, which 
has attracted more than $15 
billion so far.

There are more than 300 
projects worth over 361 trillion 
dong ($15.6 million), said the 
Kien Giang provincial People’s 
Committee.

Currently, there are over 600 
lodgings, including hotels and 
resorts, with nearly 20,000 
rooms on the island. It expects 
to have 12,000 five-star hotel 
rooms by the end of this year.

A master plan to develop Phu 
Quoc into a special administra-
tive-economic zone offers 
many incentives to investors.

It will have the best mecha-
nisms and incentives in the 
whole country, provincial 
authorities have said.

Its corporate and personal 
income tax rates are the lowest 
in the country, while land rents 
are waived for the first four 
years and cut by 50 per cent for 
the next nine. 

It is seeking approval to 
offer 99-year land leases to 
investors.

The incentives continue to 
attract large investments 
from both local and interna-
tional firms. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Philippines 
presses on 
to lift bank 
secrecy law

Article 82 of the omnibus bill grants the police the authority to take action to prevent and contain the spread 
of so-called “community disease” as well as to monitor the propagation of beliefs that are deemed to 
undermine the unity of the nation. ANTARA/THE JAKARTA POST

Phu Quoc is blessed with white sand, turquoise beaches and pleasant 
weather almost all year round. AFP
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C
ASES continue to 
emerge of depres-
sion caused by work 
in japan. It is essen-

tial for both the public and 
private sectors to create 
workplaces where employees 
can have peace of mind.

According to japan’s 
Health, labour and Welfare 
Ministry, as many as 2,060 
people applied for workers’ 
compensation for mental ill-
nesses caused mainly by job 
stress in fiscal 2019. Of this 
number, 509 applications 
were accepted. Both figures 
are record highs. This situa-
tion cannot be overlooked.

The most common cause of 
mental illness was so-called 
power harassment, including 
harassment, bullying and 
physical violence. A typical 
example is depression caused 
by being reprimanded every 
day by a superior and being 
told to quit one’s company.

Instructions and advice are 
necessary in the course of 
business, but speaking and 
behaving in a manner that 
causes mental illness in other 
people should never be 
allowed.

under the revised law on 
general promotion of labour 
policy, large companies have 
been obliged to take steps to 
prevent power harassment 
from june. The revision will 
be applied to small and mid-

size companies in April 2022. 
It is important to implement 
effective measures, such as 
setting up consultation desks 
and educating employees.

Not only serious power har-
assment, but also working 
long hours can lead to suicide 
in some cases. It was learned 
last month that workers’ com-
pensation was granted in the 

case of a male employee of 
Mitsubishi Motors Corp, as he 
committed suicide due to 
extreme fatigue stemming 
from long working hours.

There may be places where 
the working environment is 
deteriorating due to constant 
excessive work caused by 
labour shortages. Companies 
must pay close attention to 

the health of their employees.
Overtime is limited to a 

maximum of 720 hours a 
year. Although small and 
midsize companies have 
been subject to the new 
restriction since April, a sur-
vey by a private organisation 
found that about 20 per cent 
of these companies are not 
ready to comply.

Not a few companies have 
no full-time personnel in 
charge of labour affairs and 
lack expertise. The govern-
ment has set up a support 
centre for the promotion of 
work style reform in each 
prefecture and provides con-
sultations and seminars. 
Hopefully, the government 
will raise awareness of the 
support centre in tandem 
with a subsidy system for the 
improvement of working 
environments.

A structure in which compa-
nies make unreasonable 
demands on subcontractors 
tends to cause excessive 
labour. The nature of the trans-
actions should be scrutinised.

Teleworking is spreading as 
a countermeasure against 
Covid-19. A close watch 
should be kept so that this 
does not lead to power har-
assment or long working 
hours. There are concerns 
that online instructions tend 
to be unilateral and are given 
day and night. Managing 
working hours is also difficult.

Companies must deter-
mine the amount of work 
that employees are to do 
based on their abilities and 
working hours, and provide 
employees with opportuni-
ties to come to the office and 
meet face to face.

It is necessary to make 
detailed changes in the work-
place environment, in 
response to changes in socie-
ty. THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN (JAPAN)/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

THE Philippine House of Representa-
tives’ denial of the ABS-CBN franchise 
is an attack that brings us back to the 
brink of dictatorship in 1972, the last 
time the network was shut down.

The Concerned Artists of the Phil-
ippines decries how the House effec-
tively killed the bid for a franchise.

We grieve with the many artists and 
creatives, media workers, and the 
thousands of other employees and 
workers of the network, whose liveli-
hoods and collective welfare are 
shaken by the shutdown.

May all the artists, media workers, 
and celebrities remember the names 

of the congresspeople who shut this 
network down, and let them know 
that they have acted in a manner 
unbefitting of public servants. 

We have the power to express and 
act against those who have thrown 
away all concern for the people’s wel-
fare. We condemn how the country’s 
largest broadcast network was killed 
by those in government, starting with 
President Rodrigo Duterte himself 
whose threats triggered the turn of 
events leading to this development.

We will remember how the 70 
members of the Congress committee 
acted against the interests of the Fili-

pino people, not heeding all the 
appeals, protests, and facts that sup-
ported the renewal of the network’s 
franchise. The people will hold them 
responsible for any resulting layoffs, 
any denial or limitation in informa-
tion, and any attacks on press free-
dom and expression resulting from 
this shutdown.

We salute the 11 representatives 
who voted no to the denial of the 
#ABSCBNfranchise. In doing so, they 
said yes to press freedom, workers’ 
welfare, and our right to be informed.

This setback heightens the existing 
state of inequality, hardship, and 

silence amid the nation’s woes. This is 
the least that we need at this point of 
the pandemic, when our Covid-19 
infections are breaching the highest 
records so far for the Philippines and 
in Southeast Asia, and when the gov-
ernment is stumbling over the inaccu-
racies and intricacies of its own data.

We continue to support the call to 
#DefendPressFreedom and #Iba-
likAngABSCBN, wherever this next 
stage of the battle is taken. There is 
the struggle for free expression to be 
waged. And there is an anti-terrorism 
law to junk and defy. PHILIPPINE DAILY 

INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Opinion
Editorial

Create workplaces where employees 
feel safe from harassment, overwork

Attack on ABS-CBN brings us back to 1972

Staff members work behind transparent sheets as a preventive measure to stop the spread of Covid-19 at a 
city hall in Fukaya, Saitama prefecture. In Japan, as many as 2,060 people applied for workers’ compensation 
for mental illnesses caused mainly by job stress in fiscal 2019. AfP
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One man’s waste is another man’s house
Kheng Sokkunthea

A
S THE world struggles to 
reduce plastic consump-
tion, a Cambodian social 
entrepreneur is working 

hard to upgrade his methods of 
turning plastic waste into ecological 
construction material.

Eco-Bricks is the brainchild of Sok 
Thy, who was inspired to start the 
business after realising the environ-
mental damage that plastics cause.

He acted on his inspiration by 
travelling to several Asian coun-
tries to learn about the technology 
involved in turning plastic into an 
environmentally-friendly construc-
tion material that is almost indistin-
guishable from clay bricks.

Founded in 2019, the social en-
terprise collects plastic waste from 
schools and communities to make 
plastic bricks, clean up the environ-
ment, create more jobs in the commu-
nity and provide an opportunity for 
low-income families to have shelter.

“Our enterprise cooperates with 
directors of some secondary and 
high schools nearby to teach stu-
dents how to properly divide rub-
bish. Also, we work closely with 
communities to educate local peo-
ple in waste separation, Thy says.

The bricks are partly made from 
plastic materials. The 39-year-old 
Thy says the product is a great way 
to encourage people not to dispose 
of their plastic waste in public.

Global NGO Plastic Oceans says 
people produce around 350 million 
tonnes of plastic annually. About 
half of it is single-use.

As he pondered the negative im-
pact of plastic on nature, Thy rea-
lised he could do something to help 
the planet.

Its takes at least one hundred 
years for plastic bags to decompose 
and Thy decided they could be put 
to use instead of being left to slowly 
rot. Training courses in ecological 
brick production in Thailand, India 
and Malaysia gave him the expertise 
to bring the practice to Cambodia. 

In addition to the knowledge he 
gained from the training courses, he 
took special online ones from Chi-
nese and Filipino specialists on how 
to make plastic bricks.

“Travelling and e-learning en-
abled me to gather the courage to 
begin my own production in Kandal 
province,” Thy says.

Thy’s plastic bricks are longer and 
larger than typical clay bricks. They 
have special small holes which con-
stitute an insulation system to trap 
heat. The bricks are 15cm by 30cm 
by 10cm.

It is not clear how much of plastic 
is converted to produce each brick, 
but Thy offers a brick to anyone in 
the community for every 2.5kg of 
plastic waste they collect.

“Plastic materials like bags, cut-
lery, straws and containers are col-
lected and delivered to the enter-
prise for cleaning and drying. Then 
it is packed tightly and can be used 
as a building block,” he says. 

The holes in the interlocking 
bricks make building fences, garden 
enclosures and gateways effortless. 

Thy’s bricks also promote afford-
able homes. He claims that the 
bricks make building faster and 
people can do it themselves.

Thy also claims that his Eco-Bricks 
are five to six times stronger than clay 
bricks which require cement, sand 
and water during construction.

“Eco-Bricks can be deconstructed 
and moved without cement. Building 

gateways and interior decorations do 
not require cement, which makes it 
simple and easy to re-arrange.

“However, if you use them to build a 
house, you need a cement mix. Build-
ers should use a blend of cement and 
water to cover an Eco-Bricks wall for 
it to last long, he says.

Thy says people hoping to build a 
home with Eco-Bricks should con-
sult a construction company.

If workers do not know how to build 
a house with the plastic bricks, Thy 
says he can teach them.

His enterprise has also created 
several jobs for locals. In addi-
tion to their salary, workers are 
provided with a room to stay, 
three free meals per day and a 
safe working environment.

Eco-Bricks, he says, are of high 
quality and durable. He brought 
Eco-Bricks and his brick-making 
machine to be tested at the labo-
ratory of the Institute of Technology 
of Cambodia.

The laboratory tested the brick’s 
quality and measured its strength.

last year, Thy’s bricks were pre-
sented at the Science and Tech-

nology Now 
i n novat ion 
workshop at 
the Institute 
of Technol-

ogy of Cambodia.
Eco-Bricks won the recent Smart-

Spark Cohort 5 contest and has been 
shortlisted for the National Entre-
preneurship Awards 2020.

Despite its success, Eco-Bricks’ 
output is limited.

Thy says: “At the moment, the en-
terprise is not able to produce many 
Eco-Bricks. The manufacturing pro-
cess requires us to have four automat-
ic machines. Sadly, we have only two. 

“Some processes need to be man-
aged manually as well. The lack of 
brick-making machines has de-
creased our quantity, increased our 
working days and called for more 
workers. We have the skill, but lack 
money,” he says.

Eco-Bricks cost about $8.50 per 
one square metre, which calculates 
to about 33 bricks.

“Eco-Bricks are more expensive 
than clay bricks. However, if we cal-
culate the total cost, Eco-Bricks save 
money. Eco-Bricks are longer and 
bigger than typical bricks.

“using Eco-Bricks, we do not need 
cement. If you spend $10,000 to 
build a house from simple bricks, 
that house may cost only $3,000 
with Eco-Bricks,” Thy says.

Thy says he aims to produce envi-
ronmentally friendly products at a low 
price which are harmless to the envi-
ronment and enable lower-income 
families to build affordable shelters. 

He is currently raising funds to 
purchase the machines he needs to 

assemble high-quality bricks. 
With the machines, he can 

lower his production cost 
as well.

Thy is also seeking 
investors to help him 

develop sustainable 
construction ma-
terials and get his 

message out to 
encourage peo-
ple to recycle. 

“Most impor-
tantly, this enter-

prise is taking trash 
which has a negative 

impact on the environ-
ment and society and 

turning it into something 
that benefits local commu-

nities,” he says.
For more information, visit 

the Eco-Bricks Facebook 
page or call 093 214 466 or 
085 224 466. 

Entire homes can be built with Sok Thy’s Eco-Bricks. For big projects, Thy advises using professionals. supplied

Eco-Bricks are made from discarded plastics which are collected and compressed. supplied The holes in Eco-Bricks act as insulators and trap heat. supplied
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On Syrian river, 
craftsmen revive  
‘norias,’ water 
wheels of yore
O

N a riverbank in Syria’s 
Hama, Mohammed Sultan 
tinkers away on a giant wa-
ter wheel, one of a dwindling 

number of artisans able to restore the 
city’s ancient wooden landmarks.

used for centuries to bring wa-
ter to gardens and buildings on the 
shores of the Orontes River, the wa-
ter wheels or “norias” of Hama are 
believed to be unique worldwide, 
according to uNESCO.

The touristic landmarks have 
largely been spared by Syria’s nine-
year war, but some have fallen into 
disrepair or seen part of their timber 
stolen or burnt.

“It’s our duty to bring them back to 
life,” the 52-year-old said, sweat form-
ing on his forehead after hammering 
a tenon into a freshly cut wood beam.

Nearby passers-by pose for pictures 
at the feet of the huge dark wooden 
wheel he is fixing, the city’s largest and 
oldest, known as the Mohammadia.

Twenty-two metres in diameter, 
the wheel rises high above the water 
level and is believed to date back to 
the 14th century.

“The norias are Hama’s spirit,” 
Sultan told AFP, as children splash 
around in the Orontes.

“Without them, the city would be 
dead and drab.”

‘Giving back to my city’
Clambering up and down a stone 

staircase to the wheel’s centre, Sul-
tan replaces some wood along one 
of its massive spokes.

“When I work with my colleagues 
to fix the norias, I feel like I’m giving 
something back to my city,” said the 
artisan, who has 22 years of experi-

ence in his unique field.
“I forget how tired I am as soon as 

one starts turning again.”
Hama city, north of the capi-

tal Damascus, was mostly spared 
fighting during the war, though 
battles did at times rage in the 
nearby countryside.

In other parts of Hama province, 
10 of the region’s 25 norias have in 
recent years stopped their slow, 
creaking rotation above the water-
line.

The water wheels are believed to 
have originated in the Arab medi-
eval era, but a mosaic dated 469 BC 
suggests they could have existed 
even earlier, uNESCO says.

Held together by an assortment of 
walnut, pine, poplar and oak wood, 
they once carried small wooden 
boxes that scooped up water each 
time they plunged into the river.

The wheels drew from the Orontes 
to irrigate nearby gardens, as well 
as supply water to mosques, public 
baths and homes on its banks.

Though no longer the case today, 
the wheels remain the pride of the 
city, drawing in droves of tourists 
before the war and featuring on Syr-
ian banknotes.

“We continue to give great impor-
tance to restoring these historical rel-
ics in view of their symbolic value,” 
Hama mayor Adnan Tayyar said.

“It’s impossible to visit Hama with-
out stopping by the norias,” he added.

Last of the noria craftsmen
Ahd Saba al-Arab, head of the Hama 

noria authority, said he hoped visitors 
would soon flock back to the city.

But maintenance of the water 

wheels was becoming increasingly 
difficult, he said.

This was because the right wood 
had become expensive and in short 
supply, and there was now “a great 
scarcity of artisans with the right 
know-how”.

The number of suitably skilled 

craftsmen has fallen from 35 to just 
nine, after many died or emigrated 
during the conflict.

Ismail, another of the last surviving 
experts, says he is proud to be able to 
carry on a tradition “all done by hand”.

“The norias are the city’s backbone,” 
said the bespectacled man in his fifties.

But, moving agilely from one side 
of the Mohammadia to the other, he 
is worried about the next generation’s 
lack of interest in the profession.

“Our craft is transmitted from 
father to son, but today we can no 
longer pass it on to our children,” 
he said. afp

The wheels drew from the Orontes to irrigate nearby gardens, as well as supply water to mosques, public baths and homes on its banks. afp

“Norias’ are believed to have originated in the Arab medieval era, but a mosaic dated 469 BC suggests they could have existed earlier. afp

WHEN Europeans retreated 
into their homes to observe 
strict stay-at-home rules to con-
tain the coronavirus, dolphins 
and whales on the Mediterra-
nean coast basked and thrived 
in a hitherto unknown calm.

But the return of tourists, 
noisy boats and heavy sea 
transport with the end of lock-
downs in France and other 
Mediterranean littoral coun-
tries has signalled the return 
of danger and harm caused by 
human activity for underwater 
creatures.

Nowhere is this more true 
then in the crystalline waters 
outside France’s second big-
gest city of Marseille, a nature 
reserve important for wildlife 
but also thronged with day-
trippers in the summer sea-
son.

“As soon as the pleasure 
boaters came back, we saw 
footage that really annoyed 
us,” said Marion leclerc from 
the conservationist organisa-
tion Souffleurs d’Ecume (Sea 
Foam Blowers).

In one video, three teenagers 
jump from a boat close to a 
finback whale while wearing 
snorkelling masks, which is 
dangerous for both animal 

and human, said leclerc. 
“We’re speaking of an animal 

that weighs 70 tons,” she 
lamented.

“Many forget that the Medi-
terranean is also a home, 
where animals rest, feed and 
reproduce,” leclerc said.

The Mediterranean Sea is 
home to more than 10,000 spe-
cies, despite only amounting 

to one per cent of the Earth’s 
oceans.

But the sea which separates 
Africa from Europe draws 25 
per cent of marine traffic.

Heavy traffic increases the 
risk of fatal collision with the 
sea mammals.

“It’s the first cause of non-
natural mortality for big ceta-
ceans,” said leclerc.

Reduce speed
Out of the 87 marine mam-

mals in the world registered by 
the uN, 21 have been spotted 
in the Mediterranean. Most of 
them are considered at risk of 
extinction.

On a bright summer’s morn-
ing, a group of fifty striped 
dolphins splash around an 
inflatable blue speedboat off 

la Ciotat bay a short boat ride 
from Marseille.

“We need to reduce our 
speed and place ourselves par-
allel to their trajectory to avoid 
cutting their path. They come 
and play if they want to,” said 
laurene Trudelle, at the helm 
of the boat belonging to the 
scientific research group 
GIS3M.

The lockdown brought mar-
itime traffic to an almost com-
plete standstill, giving dol-
phins and whales the 
opportunity to explore areas 
from which they are normally 
kept at bay by tourists. 

All scientific studies were 
put on hold in the Mediterra-
nean during lockdown, but 
marine drone manufacturer 
Sea Proven got the necessary 
authorisation and funds from 
Prince Albert II of Monaco to 
continue observations in the 
Pelagos Sanctuary, a marine 
area protected by Italy, Mona-
co and France. 

 
‘Reversible pollution’

Bioacoustics researchers 
from a Toulon university team 
who analysed Sea Proven’s 
data, observed a 30 decibel 
decrease in noise on the coast-

al areas as a result of the total 
lack of pleasure boaters.

And the silence allowed the 
aquatic creatures to interact in 
areas between two and six 
times as large, said researcher 
Herve Glotin.

“The lockdown period showed 
that we really are responsible for 
the noise in the bays and that 
this pollution is completely 
reversible,” Glotin said.

“When you think that reduc-
ing boats’ speed by 10 per cent 
in areas highly populated with 
marine mammals would be 
enough to significantly decrease 
sound pollution and the risk of 
collision” Glotin added.

The Quiet Sea research 
project also saw the amount of 
hydrocarbon – the principal 
component of petrol – halve 
during lockdown. 

“It’s really good for biodiver-
sity, so indirectly for all of the 
food chain,” said Glotin.

No binding international law 
obliges ship-owners to pre-
serve marine mammals’ natu-
ral habitat. 

But since 2017, France requires 
boats that are over 24 metres in 
the Pelagos Sanctuary to have 
onboard equipment which 
detects the animals. afp

Marion Leclerc and Larene Trudelle scouring the Mediterranean on a boat belonging to scientific research 
group GIS3M. Leclerc says she’s been disappointed by human behaviour since lockdowns eased in France. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Socket inserts
  6 Hobbling gait
 10 Proof of surgery
 14 Bridal path
 15 Nabisco classic
 16 Sound quality
 17 Adjust a trip odometer, e.g.
 18 Sound hoarse
 19 Bombastic speech
 20 Course-changing light
 22 Decorative sewing kit
 23 It may have a silver lining?
 24 Synchronized
 26 Campus building dedicatees
 30 Stampede stimulus
 32 Wife of a rajah
 33 Atlantic food fish
 35 Country west of Togo
 39 Rousseau romance
 41 Photo-___ (camera sessions)
 42 Perfects
 43 In a suitable manner
 44 Is dishonest, in a way
 46 Pearl Harbor ship of 1941
 47 Undomesticated
 49 Grill or bistro

 51 Cut with a scalpel
 54 You need one in a canoe
 55 Before you know it
 56 Foregather
 63 Anderson of “WKRP in Cincinnati”
 64 All tucked in
 65 Low point
 66 Queries
 67 Accumulated traditions or beliefs
 68 Fine fiddle
 69 Screen material
 70 Explorer Ponce de ___
 71 Relative of a canary
DOWN
  1 Hair line?
  2 In ___ of (rather than)
  3 Gorby’s former domain
  4 Place between hills
  5 Places atop
  6 Deep ravine
  7 Its capital is Teheran
  8 High plateau
  9 Sturdy fabric
 10 Relax on a sofa, e.g.
 11 Ring-tailed animal
 12 Nero’s year
 13 Tend to a loose shoelace

 21 Cornea and lens neighbor
 25 Close by, in poems
 26 Geographical region
 27 Magic item of folklore
 28 Army outfit
 29 Feature of high-end cabinets
 30 See-through item
 31 Recess in church
 34 Burger and fries go-with
 36 Poker contribution
 37 Warm, in a search
 38 Wan
 40 Facial features
 45 Use a brand
 48 Bring back to mind
 50 Concert venues
 51 Ayatollah’s faith
 52 Hangman’s loop
 53 ___ out (nods off)
 54 Salt Lake City neighbor
 57 Orchestra tuner
 58 Stout’s detective Wolfe
 59 Kind of preserve
 60 Month on the Hebrew calendar
 61 South American monkey
 62 “___ go bragh”

“4 OF A TRIPLE CROWN” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution

Lifestyle

I
N the majestic plains 
of the Maasai Mara, the 
coronavirus pandemic 
spells economic disaster 

for locals who earn a living 
from tourists coming to see 
Kenya’s abundant wildlife.

Even before the virus arrived 
in Kenya mid-March, tourism 
revenues had plummeted, with 
cancellations coming in from 
crucial markets such as China, 
Europe and the uS.

According to the tourism 
ministry, the sector has lost $750 
million this year – roughly half 
of the total revenue in 2019.

“We were fully booked in 
june but now we have zero 
bookings. Nothing. It’s terri-
ble,” said jimmy lemara, 40, 
the manager of an eco-lodge 
in the private Ol Kinyei con-
servancy.

In the Maasai Mara, one 
of Africa’s most highly-rated 
wildlife reserves located in 
the vast flat plains of the Great 
Rift Valley, the local Maasai 
community, traditional herd-
ers who make up 2.5 per cent 
of the population, now de-
pend almost exclusively upon 
tourism for their livelihood.

In a unique model set up to 
engage local communities in 
tourism, enabling them to see 
the value of wildlife and thus 
protect it, the Maasai now get 
revenue from renting their 
land to form private wildlife 
conservancies.

Some work as cooks, guides 
and security guards in the lodg-
es while others give tours of 
their traditional homes or sell 
homemade crafts to tourists.

‘Survival mode’
People in Talek, a dusty 

town situated at one of the 
entrances to the Maasai Mara 
national reserve, are gloom-
ily buckling down, hoping for 
better days.

Kenya has announced in-
ternational flights will resume 
on August 1, but the high sea-

son is already lost.
“Since December, work has 

been extremely low, and now 
we’re in survival mode hoping 
to make 150 to 200 shillings 
($1.4 to $1.9) a day, to be able 
to buy a meal,” said Ibrahim 
Sameri, 38, whose small me-
chanic workshop can gener-
ate up to $30 a day in the high 
season.

Nalokiti Sayialel normally 
sells bead necklaces and 
bracelets to tourists passing 
through.

“It’s been three months that 
I haven’t sold anything,” the 
45-year-old told AFP.

“This is terrible. Everything 
is stuck. Everything is shut 
down. (I have) never seen 
something like that”, said tour 
guide Petro Nautori who has 
had no work since january.

The Maasai Mara national re-
serve, run by the Narok county 
government, extends to the 
north with several privately-
managed conservancies rent-
ing land from the Maasai who 
in exchange do not graze their 
cattle or settle there.

This model has since 2005 al-
lowed the doubling of the hab-
itat for wildlife in this area.

On average, each land 
owner earns $220 per month, 
far more than the minimum 
wage in the area.

Forced to sell livestock
However like other conser-

vancies, Ol Kinyei is strug-
gling and has agreed to only 
pay half the usual rent to the 
Maasai, after having to pay 
back deposits to tourists who 
cancelled their holidays.

The salaries of lodge employ-
ees have also been cut by half.

Some Maasai families are 
having to turn to selling their 
precious livestock to earn 
money.

“Because we’re getting little 
and it’s not enough to sustain 
the family for a living, I had 
to sell two goats worth about 
12,000 shillings to put on top 
of what I’m getting to keep 
me going,” said julius Sanare, 
41, head chef at the eco-lodge 
in Ol Kinyei.

However livestock markets 
have been shut due to coro-
navirus prevention measures.

Residents said the Maasai 
are instead selling their ani-
mals on the black market for 
a pittance to unscrupulous 
buyers taking advantage of 
their desperation.

Mohanjeet Brar, managing 
director of Porini safari camps 

which run two conservan-
cies and several lodges in the 
Mara, said the “catastrophic” 
situation could threaten the 
existence of the reserves.

“If the landowners are not 
getting any revenue, they can’t 
feed themselves, they can’t 
send their kids to schools, 
they would have no option 
but to look at other forms of 
land utilisation,” he said.

“Fencing it off, selling it to 
people, building businesses 
. . . all those alternate land 
uses don’t go together with 
wildlife and elephants and 
big cats and so this would be 
completely lost,” he said.

“And once it’s lost, if you 
look at Kenya and its very fast 
population growth rate and 
good economic growth over 
the last few years, it would be 
lost forever. It would be a real 
shame.” AFP

Kenya tourism drop 
threatens future of 
wildlife sanctuaries

Tourists have long flocked to Kenya’s majestic savanna to see animals like the giraffe graze in their habitat 
but coronavirus is killing the tourism industry and impacting wildlife reserves. AFP

This is terrible. Everything is 
stuck. Everything is shut 

down. (I have) never seen 
something like that
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Washington 
Redskins to 
change name 
after protests
T

HE Washington Red-
skins confirmed 
Monday the team is 
changing its name 

following pressure from spon-
sors over a word widely criti-
cized as a racist slur against 
Native Americans.

Washington announced 
on july 3 that the Redskins 
name had been placed under 
review after a wave of rallies 
against racial injustice swept 
across the united States fol-
lowing George Floyd’s death 
on May 25.

“Today, we are announcing 
we will be retiring the Red-
skins name and logo upon 
completion of this review,” the 
NFl team said in a statement.

A replacement name was 
still being worked on, the 
statement added.

Washington owner Dan 
Snyder had long resisted calls 
to change the team’s name 
but faced mounting demands 
to rethink that position as 
protests erupted against sys-
temic racism after the death 
of Floyd, an unarmed African-
American man, during his ar-
rest by police in Minneapolis.

Native American leaders 
had written to the NFl com-

missioner Roger Goodell last 
week demanding an imme-
diate change of the team’s 
name, logo and mascot.

Washington’s announce-
ment was applauded by Ray 
Halbritter, an Oneida Na-
tion representative and head 
of the “Change the Mascot” 
campaign.

“The NFl and Dan Snyder 
have finally made the right 
call and Change the Mascot 
commends them for it,” Hal-
britter said in a statement.

“This is a good decision 
for the country . . .  it closes 
a painful chapter of denigra-
tion and disrespect toward 
Native Americans and other 
people of color.”

uS lawmaker Deb Haaland, 
one of the few members of 
Congress who identifies as 
Native American, also saluted 
the move. 

“About time,” Haaland 
wrote. “It shouldn’t take a 
huge social movement & pres-
sure from corporate sponsors 
to do the right thing, but I’m 
glad this is happening.”

Intense pressure from the 
team’s most powerful cor-
porate partners are widely 
believed to have forced the 

Washington move.
FedEx, which purchased 

the naming rights to the 
team’s stadium through 2025 
for $205 million, confirmed 
earlier this month it had re-
quested the change.

“We believe it is time for a 
change,” PepsiCo had also 
said, while Nike removed the 
team’s merchandise and gear 
from its website.

Bank of America said as a 
sponsor, it had “encouraged 
the team to change the name.”

Goodell had also lobbied 
the team behind the scenes 
to consider a name change, 

according to reports.

Never say never?
The team was established 

in 1932 as the Boston Braves 
and took on its current name 
in 1933 before moving to the 
uS capital four years later.

until now, Snyder had em-
phatically rejected requests 
to drop the Redskins tag.

“We’ll never change the 
name,” he told USA Today in 
2013. “It’s that simple. NEVER 
– you can use caps.”

President Donald Trump 
meanwhile had criticized 
Washington’s announcement 

that the team name was un-
der review.

“They name teams out of 
STRENGTH, not weakness, 
but now the Washington Red-
skins & Cleveland Indians, 
two fabled sports franchises, 
look like they are going to be 
changing their names in or-
der to be politically correct,” 
Trump tweeted last week.

Washington’s statement on 
Monday said Snyder and head 
coach Ron Rivera were “work-
ing closely to develop a new 
name and design approach 
that will enhance the stand-
ing of our proud, tradition 

rich franchise and inspire our 
sponsors, fans and commu-
nity for the next 100 years”.

The Washington Post re-
ported that the team had 
a preferred choice for a re-
placement name, but were 
working through trademark 
issues surrounding the tag.

Rivera, one of only a hand-
ful of minority head coaches 
in the NFl and also the son 
of an army officer, said earlier 
this month that he believed 
the new name should show 
respect to Native American 
culture while giving a nod to 
the uS military. afp

Blackwood stars as West Indies beat England by four
jERMAINE Blackwood made a superb 
95 as the West Indies beat England by 
four wickets in the first Test at South-
ampton on Sunday.

The West Indies, set 200 to win on 
the last day, were reeling at 27-3 after 
England fast bowler jofra Archer’s 
early double strike.

Blackwood, however, held firm 
until, in sight of just his second Test 
century, he drove England stand-in 
captain Ben Stokes to james Ander-
son at mid-off, with the visitors need-
ing just 11 more runs to win. 

But john Campbell, forced to retire 
hurt on one after being struck on the 
toe by Archer, returned to hit the win-
ning runs.

West Indies captain jason Holder, 
the world’s top-ranked Test all-round-
er ahead of Stokes, was 14 not out.

The match was a personal and tac-
tical triumph for Holder, who took a 
Test-best 6-42 in England’s lowly first 
innings 204 after Stokes, leading the 
side in the absence of joe Root, won 
the toss and batted.

Although they hold the Wisden Tro-
phy, the West Indies have not won a 
Test series in England for 32 years.

But this victory put them 1-0 up 
with two to play in a behind closed 
doors series ahead of next week’s sec-
ond Test at Old Trafford.

It was a thoroughly deserved suc-
cess for the West Indies, who went 
ahead with their tour despite more 
than 44,000 deaths in Britain from the 
coronavirus during the pandemic.

“It is right up there with the best 
victories we’ve had as a group,” Hold-
er told Sky Sports.

Holder sparked a collapse that saw 

England lose five wickets for 30 runs late 
Saturday when he dismissed Stokes. 

‘Best day I’ve had in Tests’ 
“To me, yesterday was probably the 

best day I’ve had in Test cricket,” said 
Holder.

“It was a hard, long toil and the 
bowlers really put it in. Every time I 
asked a bowler to come up and give 
a spell, they came up and gave a mas-

sive effort.”
Stokes, while relieved to be back in 

action, said England’s first innings 
had been the key to the game.

“First and foremost it is great that 
we’ve been able to get back onto the 
park and play some international 
cricket,” he said. “It was a bit strange.

“Ideally we would have liked to have 
got a lot more runs in the first innings.

“We got ourselves into some great 

positions at times with the bat and 
unfortunately we weren’t ruthless 
enough to make our innings count.”

Windies spearhead fast bowler 
Shannon Gabriel was named man-
of-the-match following combined 
figures of 9-137, including 5-75 in the 
second innings.

“I’m still a bit stiff but thankfully there 
is a couple of days to recover before the 
next Test match,” said Gabriel.

“Coming here, the guys were con-
fident after playing them back in the 
Caribbean. We knew we could get the 
job done.”

But it might have been a different 
story for England on Sunday had they 
not given Blackwood several reprieves.

The 28-year-old jamaican had 
made just five when he edged off-
spinner Dom Bess only for Stokes, 
moving at slip, to drop the chance.

And he had moved on to 20 when 
wicketkeeper jos Buttler floored a 
one-handed catch off Stokes. 

leg-byes were signalled but Black-
wood would have been out on review 
had Buttler held on.

England then squandered a possi-
ble run-out chance when Zak Craw-
ley fumbled. 

But with West Indies needing exact-
ly 100 more for victory, Barbados-
born quick Archer defied a docile 
pitch to produce a rearing 90 mph 
delivery that Roston Chase, on 37, 
could only divert to Buttler via his 
glove and helmet.

It was the end of a valuable stand of 73.
The diminutive Blackwood pressed 

on, cover-driving both Bess and 
Anderson, England’s all-time leading 
Test wicket-taker, for two of his doz-
en boundaries in a 154-ball innings.

Archer had earlier made a useful 23 
before he was last man out in Eng-
land’s second innings 313.

He then reduced West Indies to 7-2, 
having gone wicketless in the first 
innings after being selected ahead of 
dropped veteran Stuart Broad.

Archer got Kraigg Brathwaite to 
play on and had Shamarh Brooks lbw 
(leg before wicket) for a duck. afp

The NFL team has long-resisted calls to change its name, which many have called racist. afp

Jermaine Blackwood had a 95 as the West Indies beat England by four wickets in the first Test at Southampton on Sunday. afp
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Man City Champions league dream alive
M

A N C H E S T E R 
City have be-
come the domi-
nant force in 

English football over the past 
decade but are still waiting 
for the final piece in the Abu 
Dhabi project jigsaw – the 
Champions league title.

Backed by Sheikh Mansour’s 
immense wealth, inspired by 
Pep Guardiola’s managerial 
genius and boasting a cast 
of superstars, the club have 
greedily scooped up 11 major 
trophies in nine years.

yet the prize that has elud-
ed them is the Champions 
league, which the owners 
crave above all else.

Monday’s ruling from the 
Court of Arbitration for Sport 
(CAS), lifting a two-season 
uefa ban from European 
competition, will give Guar-
diola’s men a huge lift for this 
season and next as they chase 
elusive European glory.

They can now prepare for 
the second leg of their last-
16 tie at home against Real 
Madrid, leading 2-1, safe in 
the knowledge that they will 
be back at Europe’s top table 
next season.

City’s great fear was if CAS 
upheld uefa’s ban, imposed 
in February, players would 
look to elsewhere and Guar-
diola himself could even lose 
interest.

Now they can not only re-
tain their best players, but 
look to recruit more talent in 
a bid to take back the Premier 
league title from liverpool.

“From a footballing per-
spective, it is good to know 
that Pep Guardiola may 
now extend his contract as 
City manager beyond next 
season, continuing to raise 
coaching standards in this 
country,” said the Times.

“It is a joy to know that 
Kevin De Bruyne, the finest 
midfield player in the world 
on present form, may stay 
on, enchanting audiences 
with his extraordinary pass-
ing style.”

City have already lifted the 
league Cup this season and 
are well-placed in the FA Cup.

But they know that to be 
considered a member of the 
established European elite, 
they must win the Champi-

ons league.

Corporate giant
The club’s transformation 

from Premier league also-
rans into a European force 
over the past 12 years has 
been remarkable.

For so many years they were 
the perennially underachiev-
ing neighbours of mighty 
Manchester united.

But under Mansour and 
chairman Khaldoon Al 

Mubarak, the struggling 
club have become a global 
footballing behemoth.

When Mansour and his Abu 
Dhabi united Group pur-
chased City from Thailand’s 
Thaksin Shinawatra for £210 
million ($265 million) on 
September 1, 2008, they ar-
rived to find a club languish-
ing in united’s shadow after 
finishing 32 points behind 
the champions the previous 
season.

City’s inferiority complex 
was well-founded after de-
cades of failure. When united 
won an unprecedented treble 
of Champions league, Pre-
mier league and FA Cup in 
1998/99, City were languish-
ing in the third tier.

It is a different story at the 
Etihad now after four Premier 
league titles in the past nine 
seasons as well as a wealth of 
cup success.

The squad is brimful of 

international talent, led by 
global stars such as Kevin 
De Bruyne, Raheem Ster-
ling and Sergio Aguero, with 
Guardiola demanding the 
highest standards.

“People forget that 10 years 
ago it was unthinkable that 
City would get to this place,” 
one former senior City execu-
tive told Britain’s Daily Mail 
newspaper in 2018 – a decade 
after the takeover.

“Building the club that 
Guardiola took over meant 
building a world-class team. 
Players had either never 
heard of us or weren’t inter-
ested in us.”

Mansour’s first signing for 
City was Robinho, a Brazilian 
forward then regarded as one 
of the world’s most promising 
youngsters.

That set the tone for the 
decade to come as Mansour 
kept spending until the silver-
ware finally rolled in, starting 
with the club’s first FA Cup for 
42 years in 2011. 

Then in a landmark mo-
ment, Roberto Mancini’s side 
stole the Premier league title 
from united’s grasp in 2012 
thanks to Aguero’s last-gasp 
winner against QPR.

Ferguson retired in 2013, 
sparking a decline at Old Traf-
ford and paving the way for the 
club he derided as the “noisy 
neighbours” to fill the power 
vacuum in spectacular style.

The changes have not just 
been on the field, with huge 
investment also made in the 
state-of-the-art City Football 
Academy, while Mansour’s City 
Football Group now have nine 
clubs in their global empire.

City are among the favou-
rites to lift the Champions 
league this season – a suc-
cess that would now taste all 
the sweeter. afp

Manchester City will be free to chase its Champions League mission after the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CSA) lifted a two-season Uefa ban. afp

Houston Rockets guard Russell Westbrook (right) announced he has tested positive for Covid-19. afp

Houston’s Westbrook 
positive for Covid-19
NBA star Russell Westbrook revealed 
Monday he has tested positive for 
Covid-19 as the league gears up for its 
return in Florida later this month.

Houston Rockets guard Westbrook, 
the 2017 Most Valuable Player and 
one of the biggest names in the NBA, 
said in a statement he was feeling 
well and was in isolation.

“I tested positive for Covid-19 prior 
to my team’s departure to Orlando,” 
Westbrook said on Twitter. 

“I’m currently feeling well, quar-
antined and looking forward to 
rejoining my teammates when I am 
cleared. Thank you all for the well 
wishes and continued support,” the 
31-year-old wrote.

“Please take this virus seriously. Be 
safe. Mask up!”

Westbrook was one of several Rock-
ets players who did not travel to 
Orlando, where the NBA will resume 
its season on july 30 after a four-
month shutdown due to the corona-
virus pandemic.

As well as Westbrook, fellow super-
star james Harden and Cameroon 
international luc Mbah a Moute also 
did not travel, although the team has 
not given a reason for their absence.

Rockets coach Mike D’Antoni on 
Sunday said Westbrook, Harden and 
Mbah a Moute were “working in their 
own home base.”

“We’re still expecting them in a few 
days,” D’Antoni said. “you never know, 
but we think we’ll get them back in 
here by the middle of the week.

D’Antoni would not comment on 
why the players had not travelled 
with the team.

“These are things that people are 
dealing with,” he said. “We’re not 
going to get into why not. They’re on 
their way.”

Westbrook is one of several NBA 
players positive for Covid-19, joining 
a list which includes Brooklyn’s Kevin 
Durant, Boston’s Marcus Smart and 
utah jazz duo Rudy Gobert and Dono-
van Mitchell. afp 
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