
THE bodies of at least 100 jade miners 
were pulled from the mud after a land-
slide in northern Myanmar on Thurs-
day, in one of the worst ever accidents 
to hit the perilous industry.

Scores die each year while working 
in the country’s lucrative but poorly 
regulated jade industry.

The disaster struck after an early 
bout of heavy rainfall close to the 
Chinese border in Kachin state, the 
Myanmar Fire Services Department 
said in a Facebook post.

“The miners were smothered by a wave 
of mud,” the statement said. “A total of 
113 bodies have been found so far.”

They had defied a warning not to 
work the treacherous open mines 
during the rains, local police said.

Rescuers worked all morning to 
retrieve the bodies from a mud lake, 
pulling them to the surface and using 
tyres as makeshift rafts.

The workers were scavenging for 
the gemstones on the sharp moun-
tainous terrain in Hpakant township, 
where furrows from earlier digs had 
already loosened the earth.

Photos posted on the fire service 
Facebook page showed a search and 
rescue team wading through a valley 
flooded by the mudslide.

Rescuers carried bodies wrapped 
in tarpaulins out of the mud lake as 
a deluge poured down from above.

Police said the death toll could have 
been even higher if authorities had 
not warned people to stay away from 
the mining pits the day before.

“It could have been hundreds of 
people dead – more than this, but the 
notice might have saved some,” super-
intendent Than Win Aung said.

Open jade mines have pockmarked 

Hpakant’s remote terrain and given it 
the appearance of a vast moonscape.

Landslides in the area are common, 
especially when rainfall hammers the 
muddy terrain during Myanmar’s 
notoriously severe monsoon season.

The workers combing through the 
earth are often from impoverished 
ethnic communities who are looking 
for scraps left behind by big firms.

A mudslide buried more than 50 
workers last year when a days-long 

recovery effort saw police digging 
through a “mud lake” to retrieve bod-
ies from the sludge.

Myanmar is one of the world’s main 
sources of jadeite. The mines are 
mired in secrecy, though Global Wit-
ness claims their operators are linked 
to former junta figures, the military 
elite and their cronies.

The watchdog estimated that the 
industry was worth some $31 billion 
in 2014. AFP
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Niem Chheng

M
ONEY laundering will now 
carry a penalty of up to five 
years in prison while those 
convicted of financing ter-

rorists will be jailed for up to 20 years, 
according to new laws promulgated by 
King Norodom Sihamoni and seen by 
The Post on Thursday.

Comprising nine chapters and 47 
articles, the laws aim to eliminate 
money laundering and terrorist fi-
nancing in Cambodia. 

The laws require reporting entities 
including banks, financial estab-
lishments, investment companies, 
money transfer services, real estate 
agents, casinos, NGOs and relevant 
services and businesses to regulate 
their activities and store detailed in-
formation about their clients.

Article 12 requires the reporting 
of cash transactions over a certain 
threshold and transactions flagged 
by the Cambodian Financial Intel-
ligence Unit (CAFIU).

If suspicious cash transactions in-

volve terrorist financing, they have 
to be reported within 24 hours.

Article 30 of the law states: “The 
government had to prepare mea-
sures to curtail cash use in com-
mercial transactions and encourage 
making non-cash payments.”

Penalties for disobeying the new 
laws could include warnings, fines, 
business licence revocations and 
the removal of officials or business 
managers from their positions.

Article 38 stipulates that money 
laundering crimes carry a prison 

sentence of between two and five 
years and a fine of 100 million to 
500 million riel ($25,000 to $50,000) 
in addition to penalties stipulated 
in the Criminal Code. Legal entities 
could be fined up to one billion riel.

Article 39 states that legal and indi-
vidual entities that fail to report trans-
actions as prescribed by the law will be 
fined and jailed for up to one month.

Article 44 states that terrorist 
financing crimes carry a prison

Cambodia armed with 
money laundering laws
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Over 100 die 
in jade mine 
landslide  
in Myanmar

Minister: 
Kingdom 
deserves 
applause
Niem Chheng

MINISTER of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation Prak 
Sokhonn on Thursday said Cam-
bodia had set a successful example 
by bringing the Covid-19 pandem-
ic under control. But he said the 
effort has drawn little attention 
from the international media.

Sokhon was speaking at a recent 
policy forum themed Cambodia’s 
lessons learned and shared experi-
ences in response to Covid-19, 
which was hosted by the National 
Institute of Diplomacy and Inter-
national Relations (Nidir).

The forum was held in coopera-
tion with the Cambodia Develop-
ment Training and Research Insti-
tute and the Asian Vision Institute.

It was attended by World Health 
Organisation (WHO) representa-
tive to Cambodia Dr Li Ailan, Insti-
tut Pasteur du Cambodge director 
Dr Laurence Baril, Ministry of 
Health spokesperson Or Vandine 
and other experts.

Sokhonn said it was up to the 
Nidir to educate foreign officials.

“In my viewpoint, [Nidir] is mak-
ing Cambodia’s voice heard in the 
international arena. No country has 
real knowledge of the truth. This 
policy forum is to share real experi-
ences in the fight against the global 
Covid-19 pandemic,” he said.

Sokhonn said Cambodia has also 
benefitted greatly from aid sent by 
friendly countries and the advice of 
international bodies like the WHO.

“We don’t have Covid-19-related 
fatalities. We didn’t lock down the 
country. We just banned some 
activities,” he said.

Sokhonn said Cambodia showed 
the world it has never forgotten the 
truth of humanitarian acts and 
human rights.

“Cambodia has conducted tests 
and provided treatment for Covid-19 
patients irrespective of whether they 
are Cambodians or foreigners. Cam-
bodia also saved 2,257 passengers on 
the “Westerdam” cruise ship.

“As my Prime Minister has said: 
‘How can we speak about human 
rights if the right to life is not 
respected?’” he said.

a woman grieves over dead bodies of miners recovered in the jade mining site in Kachin state, Myanmar, on thursday. AFP



Voun Dara

MINISTER of Social Affairs, 
Veterans and Youth Rehabili-
tation Vong Soth confirmed 
on Thursday that the imple-
mentation of the Cash Trans-
fer Programme For Poor and 
Vulnerable Households Dur-

ing Covid-19 had been imple-
mented for more than 80% of 
the over 560,000 families.

The programme was intro-
duced one week ago.

Soth’s confirmation came at a 
press conference on Progress on 
the challenges, dilemmas and 
protests of the Cash-In-Poverty 

Programme for Poor and Vul-
nerable People by Covid-19 at 
the ministry on Thursday.

“We are now handing out 
more than 80% of the Cash 
Transfer Programme For 
Poor and Vulnerable House-
holds During Covid-19 to 
more than 562,686 families 
nationwide,” Soth said.

He expected that within an-
other week, all of the hand-
outs will be disbursed to eli-
gible recipients. He said some 
complications which occurred 
during the implementation of 
the cash programme were mi-
nor compared to the overall 
results that was achieved.

Soth referenced a recent 
Facebook post by Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen which warned 
that authorities would face 
legal action if they defrauded 
the programme.

“This is an important mes-
sage to remind officials work-
ing on the programme to avoid 
affecting the people’s benefit. 
There is no deduction or ser-
vice fee payment in providing 
the benefit to people,” he said.

Soth said abnormalities with 
the implementation of the 
programme occurred in Prey 
Veng, Kampong Chhnang and 
Banteay Meanchey provinces. 
But the problems had been 
solved legally and the pro-
gramme resumed operations.

On June 24, the government 
issued a national budget pack-
age totalling $125 million to 
help 560,000 poor and vulner-
able people in the Kingdom 

during the Covid-19 crisis.
On June 30, Hun Sen an-

nounced that after the offi-
cial launch of the cash pro-
gramme, local authorities 
would be responsible for 
managing it.

Village chiefs and commune 
councillors were warned not 
to dupe the system by includ-
ing their rich relatives for the 
assistance.

Hun Sen said: “I will take 
serious action and no one will 
be exempt if it is found in any 
village or commune.”

The Ministry of Planning’s 
director-general of planning 
Theng Panha Thon told The Post 
that the update of poor families 
was in its second phase.

“We have officially discussed 
that we will be able to submit 
the figures [second update of 
the number of poor families] to 
the Ministry of Economy and 
the Ministry of Social Affairs, 
Veterans and Youth Rehabilita-
tion on July 7 or 8,” he said.

Ry Sochan

CAMBODIA, Thailand and Viet-
nam have urged Lao to better 
assess the trans-boundary im-
pacts and strengthen proposed 
measures to reduce any nega-
tive impacts as the 1,460MW 
Luang Prabang hydropower 
project moves forward.

At a special joint committee 
session of the Mekong River 
Commission (MRC) on June 
30, the three countries said 
they appreciated the Lao gov-
ernment’s submission of the 
project for prior consultation.

They praised Lao’s coop-
eration in providing addi-
tional data and documents 
and willingness to accom-
modate comments and rec-
ommendations from mem-
ber countries, according to a 
July 1 MRC press release.

“The joint committee called 
on the Lao government to 
consider and address the 
comments and recommen-
dations that were made in a 
technical review report and 
the official reply forms of the 
notified countries.

“The statement reflects stake-
holders’ concerns and sugges-
tions gathered from regional 
and national consultations. 

“It houses measures on 
how to avoid, minimise and 
mitigate potential adverse 
impacts from the project de-
velopment by paying greater 
focus on coordinated opera-
tions of the cascade dams,” 
MRC committee chairper-
son Somkiat Prajamwong 
said in the press release.

Cambodia National Mekong 

Committee (CNMC) secretary-
general So Sophort told The 
Post on Thursday that because 
Cambodia is located in the 
lower Mekong, development 
could have a negative impact. 
“The country which owns the 
project needs to address such 
impacts,” he said. 

Cambodia’s official reply form 
dated April 2 said Lao needed 
to further identify the environ-
mental impacts and consider 
the greater assessment and 
proper and effective mitigation 
plans and measures.

“The Government of Lao 
PDR remains committed to ad-
dressing key concerns and wel-
coming further engagement, 
information sharing, site visits 
and joint monitoring to ensure 

that the project does not cause 
significant transboundary 
impacts and that it provides 
direct and indirect benefits to 
all parties and stakeholders,” 
Chanthanet Boualapha, the 
joint committee member for 
Lao PDR and head of the Lao 
delegation said.

Cambodian Youth Network’s 
research and advocacy pro-
gramme manager Sar Mory 
told The Post on Thursday that 
past experiences have shown 
that before, hydropower con-
struction input was not collect-
ed from relevant stakeholders.

There was no consultation 
with stakeholders including 
civil society organisations, par-
ticularly from the people who 
suffered from the impact of hy-

dropower construction, he said.
“There was no clear respon-

sibility for transboundary im-
pacts. In-depth studies had not 
been done on how hydropow-
er projects built on the Mekong 
River would be impactful.

“For example, how the Don 
Sahong Dam and Xayaburi 
Dam would impact the lower 
Mekong countries, particu-
larly Cambodia and Vietnam.

“How the dams would impact 
fishery yields and decrease wa-
ter levels in the Mekong basin. 
How the falling water level im-
pacted the people’s livelihoods, 
fisheries, and agriculture culti-
vation on Mekong delta soil, 
are other examples.

“None of these issues was 
studied in detail,” Mory said.

Cash handout programme 80% complete
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Lao dam project raises concernsSchools to be 
reopened in 
‘three stages’ 
Voun Dara

W
ITH guidance 
from Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen, 
the Ministry of 

Education, Youth and Sport, 
is in the process of reopen-
ing schools in three stages. 
But no timeline has been set, 
ministry spokesperson Ros 
Soveacha said on Thursday.

Soveacha said the first stage 
will be to reopen the higher-
standard schools. Medium-
standard schools will be next 
and finally minimum-stan-
dard schools.

“The ministry has been 
collaborating with the min-
istries of Health and Econo-
my and Finance, to discuss 
wellbeing and socio-eco-
nomic factors,” he said.

Soveacha said his ministry 
would inform the public about 
the dates and closely monitor 
the first stage before proceeding 
to the second and third stages.

Minister of Health Mam 
Bun Heng, who chairs the 
Inter-Ministerial Committee 
to Combat Covid-19, held a 

meeting with Minister of Ed-
ucation Hang Chuon Naron 
to float the idea of gradually 
reopening schools in steps.

On July 2, the health min-
istry posted on Facebook: 
“The meeting was to review 
the possibility of gradually 
reopening some of the high-
er-standard international 
educational institutions. But 
the institutions must adhere 
to key principles in line with 
ministry measures to ensure 
against the spread Covid-19.”

Chuon Naron said in a June 
22 press conference that his 
ministry already has a strat-
egy to reopen the schools.

He said this will start with 
high-standard schools. But over-
crowded ones, with students not 
able to comply with the Ministry 
of Health and WHO guidelines, 
will not be reopened.

There are three million 
general education students, 
said Chuon Naron, but only 
about 1.5 million of them 
have access to digital learn-
ing services. The other 1.5 
million students depend on 
textbooks, he said.

The first stage is to reopen higher-standard schools. Medium-standard 
schools is next and finally minimum-standard schools. HENG CHIVOAN

A fisherman starts his boat engine as his son looks on along the Mekong River in Luang Prabang, Laos. MRC

Social Affairs minister Vong Soth. 
HENG CHIVOAN
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

MONDulKIRI provincial po-
lice are searching for a group 
of suspects accused of illegal-
ly mining gold after a mem-
ber was killed in a mine shaft 
in Chung Phlas commune’s 
Pu Tung village in Keo Seima 
district, on Monday.

The provincial police chief 
in charge of serious crimes 
unit, Hou Dara, told The Post 
on Thursday that a week ago, 
a group of villagers from 
Kratie province contacted 
a man named Doem Vanda 
from Pu Tung and together 
they illegally mined gold in 
the area.

At 10:30am on Monday, vil-
lagers witnessed Vanda and 
four other migrant work-
ers quietly leaving the mine 
shaft. They investigated and 
found a man’s body in the 
shaft. Authorities were alert-
ed immediately.

Dara said the victim was 
35-year-old Soeun linath 
from Chroy Banteay com-
mune’s Khach Tob village, in 
Kratie province’s Prek Pras-
ap district.

 linath’s body was exam-
ined by officials who discov-
ered that he sustained an 
injury to the back of his head 
and fell. Authorities gave the 
victim’s body to his family to 
conduct the last rites.

“However, authorities have 
not yet concluded if this was 
a murder or work-related ac-
cident caused by the victim’s 
negligence. It was an illegal gold 
mining operation,” Dara said.

He said at this time, police 
are searching for Vanda and 
his partners to detain them 
for questioning.

Keo Seima district gover-
nor Nuon Saran told The Post 
that last year, the authorities 
banned all family businesses 
involving gold mining in Pu 
Tung village due to rampant 
unauthorised mining.

Workers lives’ were often 
threatened because they 
didn’t have the technical 
knowledge to carry out min-
ing activities properly. 

He said almost all the gold 
mines in the area were filled 
by provincial authorities 
and officials. Some of the 
previous owners of the mine 
shafts requested to demolish 
and fill them on their own.

“The death of a worker in 
the mine shaft is probably a 
work-related accident, not a 
crime,” Saran said.

He said the mine shaft 
where the incident occurred 
has not yet been filled. Au-
thorities have erected a fence 
to preserve evidence pend-
ing further examination by 
provincial experts.

Man killed during 
illegal gold mine 
operation in M’kiri

Drought poses threat to rice 
crop in Banteay Meanchey
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

M
ORE than 
1,300ha of pad-
dy in Banteay 
Meanchey prov-

ince’s Mongkol Borei district 
has been damaged and an-
other 13,000ha affected by a 
shortage of irrigation water, 
district governor Roth Da Si-
nong said on Wednesday.

Da Sinong told The Post 
that drought has caused 
some water sources to dry up, 
leaving many families across 
the district facing a shortage 
of clean water. Rice fields in 
Soeu, Chamnoam and Bot 

Trang communes, he said, 
have been wiped out.

“I checked the situation on 
Tuesday and the 13,000ha 
of winter rice could be de-
stroyed in the next week if it 
does not rain,” he said.

He said Banteay Meanchey 
provincial authorities are col-
laborating with the Battam-
bang provincial authority to 
pump water from the Bavel 
Dam in Battambang province 
to rice fields facing shortages.

Da Sinong said water 
pumped from other areas 
should go to the people, not 
rice farmers.

“Pumping water from oth-

er areas at this time should 
support only the daily life of 
the people. It’s not to irrigate 
rice fields because many 
of our families are short of 
clean water,” he said.

Although some areas are 
facing water shortages for ir-
rigation, rainy season rice 
cultivation in the province 
has seen rapid growth.

Farmers have cultivated 
252,320ha of rice, equal to 96 
per cent of the cultivation plan’s 
270,000ha as of Thursday, said 
Banteay Meanchey provincial 
Department of Agriculture di-
rector Pang Vannaseth.

In one Mongkol Borei dis-

trict, he said, farmers have 
cultivated more than 50,000ha 
of rice while the area faced 
water shortages. 

The Ministry of Water Re-
sources and Meteorology is fore-
casting medium to strong rains 
in the country from july 4 to 7.

The national wet season 
rice crop reached almost 1.8 
million hectares, equivalent 
to 69.24 per cent of the 2.5 
million hectare plan.

Export of agriculture prod-
ucts has increased more than 
four million tonnes, according 
to a report on the cultivation of 
rainy season rice obtained by 
The Post on Wednesday.

Residents pump water for irrigation in Banteay Meanchey province. faceboook

B’bang governor grilled over graft 
Long Kimmarita

BATTAMBANG provincial 
deputy governor Sou Arafat 
was questioned by the anti-
corruption unit (ACu) in 
Phnom Penh on Wednesday 
about land corruption in Koas 
Krala district involving Oknha 
Sorng Thorn.

ACu head Om yentieng told 
The Post on Thursday said the 
probe is ongoing and there are no 
details to comment on as yet.

“We have taken him for 
questioning but I need some 
time. After finishing with him 
I will issue a press release,” 
yentieng said.

The questioning is related to 
the arrest of Thorn, who owns 
5,000ha covering a fourth of 
Koas Krala district. He was 
taken in by ACu on Saturday.

Prime Minister Hun Sen 
also issued a sub-decree end-
ing Mao Sochan’s tenure as 
Koas Krala district governor, 
although it is unclear if both 
issues are related.

Battambang provincial gov-
ernor Ngoun Ratanak told The 
Post on Wednesday that Arafat’s 
detention is part of an ACu 
investigation into land corrup-
tion in Koas Krala district.

“We don’t know if this deputy 

governor is involved as a sus-
pect or just a witness. It depends 
on the additional investigation 
about whether it is an admin-
istration issue or individual 
one. let the ACu carry out its 
investigation,” he said.

NGO Adhoc’s officer in Bat-
tambang yin Mengly said on 
Wednesday that Arafat used to 
head a provincial commission on 

land dispute resolution in Koas 
Krala district and was close to 
Thorn until there was a conflict 
between them about a year ago.

Mengly said Thorn gave 
some land to the deputy gov-
ernor to keep as state land in 
return for a hard title for his 
remaining land.

He said both parties filed a 
complaint against each other 

and Arafat allegedly faked 
some land documents.

“The deputy governor is 
involved with the land issue in 
Koas Krala district. But the ACu 
has not put forward any 
detailed documents to the 
public. It is hot news and I think 
when the ACu finishes its 
investigation, it should issue a 
statement,” Mengly said.

Battambang provincial deputy governor Sou Arafat. facebook
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Soth Koemsoeun

PHNOM Penh Municipal Po-
lice chief Sar Thet has ordered 
three police officers to be pun-
ished and educated after they 
used excessive force in appre-
hending a suspect on june 29.

The officers, operating in 
Kbal Koh commune, Chbar 
Ampov district, were caught on 
video beating a drug suspect.

The police department 
website said the officers were 
riding motorbikes while in-
vestigating a drug deal. In the 
process of making an arrest, 
they handcuffed a suspect and 
took him to a motorbike where 
one pressed a knee down the 
suspect’s neck and kicked him.

The incident was caught on 
video and posted on Facebook, 

drawing public criticism.
Citing Sar Thet’s speech, Fresh 

News said on Wednesday that 
the officers abused their au-
thority in catching the suspect.

“It is the experience of our 
police officers to follow orders 
and principles advised by Na-
tional Police chief Neth Savoe-
un. I will educate them not to 
repeat their action,” Thet said.

Chbar Ampov district police 
chief Mao Soeut said on Thurs-
day that the officers were sent 
to the Phnom Penh Municipal 
Police Office for punishment, 
but he didn’t know the level of 
punishment. 

As for the suspect, Re lon-
greach, police will send his 
case and the small package of 
drugs to the court on Wednes-
day, Soeut said.

Policemen punished 
for using ‘excessive 
force’ on drug suspect

WWF: urgent action needed 
to protect endangered fish 
Khorn Savi

O
N THE occasion 
of Cambodia’s Na-
tional Fish Day on 
Wednesday, the 

World Wildlife Fund (WWF-
Cambodia) and the Fisher-
ies Administration urged law 
enforcement officials to take 
urgent action to protect en-
dangered Mekong fish from 
extinction.

They warned that Giant Barb, 
lsok Barb, Giant Goonch, Me-
kong Tiger Perch, Elephant-ear 
Gourami and Mekong Fresh-
water Stingray are being traded 
in Cambodia and trafficked to 
other countries.

The findings are the result 
of a january assessment that 
the six were among 35 types 
of fish being sold in markets 
in Kratie province.

Fishermen and residents 
were also interviewed.

The study found three main 
locations for endangered fish 
trafficking, including Koh 
Knhae, O’ Maras and Tbong 
Khla. The fish are trafficked to 
markets in Stung Treng, Ra-
tanakkiri, Vietnam and laos.

 They are also trafficked to 
markets in Phnom Penh and 
Siem Reap by lorry from a fish 
collection site in Sambo dis-
trict’s Sandan commune.

“It is illegal to trade endan-
gered fish. It poses a serious 

threat to Cambodia’s fisher-
ies resources, especially the 
mega fish species and the 
Mekong Irrawaddy Dolphins, 
which are considered the 
Kingdom’s living treasure,” 
the report said.

 Fisheries Administration 
director-general Eng Che-
asan said fishermen, buy-
ers and middlemen do not 
understand much about the 
fisheries law and relevant leg-
islation to protect resources, 
especially endangered fish 
species that need protection 
from extinction.

“I urge all relevant authori-
ties to increase awareness 

about the fisheries law … and 
encourage fishing communi-
ties and the locals along the 
Mekong River to diversify in-
come activities,” said Cheasan.

WWF-Cambodia country 
director Seng Teak wants to 
boost education about the 
law and create laws to fight il-
legal electro-fishing activities 
and stop fish harvesting and 
trade routes.

 “I appeal to authorities at all 
levels to tighten their law en-
forcement efforts and enhance 
regular monitoring mecha-
nisms at the fish markets and 
trading points while imposing 
severe penalties on those who 

illegally fish in prohibited river 
sections,” he said.

 Giant Barb and lsok Barb 
are classified as critically 
endangered globally and 
in Cambodia, while Giant 
Goonch, Mekong Tiger Perch, 
Elephant-ear Gourami are 
classified as endangered in 
the Kingdom.

There was a 38 per cent 
increase in illegal gillnetting 
from December last year to 
May,  compared to the same 
period from 2018 to last year. 
The use of long-line hooks 
also increased by 46 per cent, 
the report said.

An endangered Isok barb sold at Phae Leur market in Kratie town. WWF Cambodia

Officers are seen kicking and kneeling on the suspect’s neck. FaCebook
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Yang Sophorn (front left) at a protest in Phnom Penh. CATU

union head warned 
over factory protest
Long Kimmarita

T
HE Ministry of labour 
and Vocational Train-
ing on Wednesday 
issued a warning let-

ter to the Cambodian Confed-
eration of unions (CCu) pres-
ident yang Sophorn for her 
alleged role in organising a 
factory protest in Sen Sok dis-
trict the same day. 

Hundreds of factory work-
ers from Violet Apparel (Cam-
bodia) Co ltd protested in 
front of the factory in O’Bek 
Ka’am commune, causing a 
roadblock. The workers de-
manded benefits from the 
company, which has declared 
bankruptcy.

The letter stated: “This 
union president led and incit-
ed factory workers to threaten 
and pressure employers for 
their wages, which is illegal 
according to labour law.”

The ministry’s Department 
of labour Dispute direc-
tor Chrun Theravong said 
in the letter that the protest 
also caused traffic conges-
tion. Theravong said Sophorn 

forced employees to protest to 
achieve individual objectives.

“Having workers gather to-
gether also contradicted the 
government’s measures in pre-
venting the spread of Covid-19.

“After receiving the letter, she 
[Sophorn] has to stop her ac-
tions. If she does not follow the 
warning letter, her union will be 
sued and face the law,” he said. 

Sophorn said she helped 
the workers because she had 
suffered injustices as well. As 
the CCu president, she said 
she must help workers de-
mand their benefits.

“I did not incite or push 
workers to do any illegal acts. 
They just demanded their 
benefits from the factory, 
which is required to provide it 
to them by law,” she said. 

She said she was unhappy 
with the warning letter and 
will stand firm as president of 
the CCu to continue protect-
ing the rights of workers by 
demanding benefits legally.

“I still stand by members 
demanding their benefits. 
The ministry issued the warn-
ing letter to me because it af-

fected its interests. I am angry 
because I used my right to 
help my members facing in-
justice,” she said.

A factory worker at Violet 
who asked to remain anony-
mous said she had worked 
for the factory since 2003. She 
told The Post on Thursday 
that the factory suspended 
workers in May.  

On june 25, the factory 
declared bankruptcy and 
promised to provide benefits 
by Wednesday, the worker 
said. But the factory changed 
course, deciding to give few-
er benefits and pushed the 
delivery date back to july 6, 
which angered the workers.

The protest was not the re-
sult of union intervention, 
she said. Rather, they banded 
together to demand money 
that was promised and owed 
to them by law. 

“It is not right for the fac-
tory not to pay its workers. 
We suffered a lot and we even 
owe money to others. I am old 
now. I cannot find a new job. 
Getting $100 won’t be enough 
for me,” she said.

Kingdom in the ‘right direction’
Continued from page 1

sentence of 10 to 20 years. 
Anyone who knowingly engag-
es in offering property, funds 
or other services to entities 
involved with terrorism is lia-
ble to be prosecuted.

On May 7, the Eu requested 
its parliament to add Cambo-
dia and 11 other countries to 
a list of states that “pose sig-
nificant threats” to the Eu’s 
financial systems for failures 
to tackle money laundering 
and terrorism financing.

In February last year, Cambo-
dia was also re-listed in the “grey 
list” of the Financial Action Task 
Force (FATF), a decision Cam-
bodia said was “unfair”.

Transparency International 
Cambodia executive director 
Pech Pisey said on Thursday 
that the adoption of the law 
on anti-money laundering 
and terrorist financing is a 
welcome step in the right di-
rection for Cambodia.

He encouraged the govern-
ment and relevant authorities 
to enforce the law effectively 

and comply with anti-money 
laundering obligations. He 
said it should perform its due 
diligence by properly check-
ing on customers and invest-
ments and keep records of 
suspicious activities.

“I also see the need for en-
hancing the competency of the 
CAFIu and relevant authorities 
to investigate and prosecute 
money laundering and terror-

ist financing offences.
“Effective domestic and in-

ternational cooperation is also 
fundamental as money laun-
dering and terrorist financing 
are often linked to interna-
tional crimes,” he said.

last week, the King pro-
mulgated a law on combating 
proliferation financing, which 
concerns the offering of finan-
cial services which lead to the 
proliferation of nuclear, chem-
ical, or biological weapons.

The law consists of eight 
chapters and 24 articles.

Article 20 of the law states 
that individuals who sell or 
rent property to a unit consid-
ered to be terrorists will be im-
prisoned for up to 15 years and 
fined up to 200 million riel.

Separately, Prime Minister 
Hun Sen will chair a Cabinet 
meeting on Friday to review 
and approve two new draft 
laws – a bill on management, 
use and handling of state 
property and a draft law on 
commercial gambling man-
agement – said a notice issued 
by the Council of Ministers.

Family and residence books 
put under commune control
Soth Koemsoeun 

THE Ministry of Interior has 
announced that the authenti-
cation of residence books and 
family books will now fall 
under the purview of the com-
mune instead of district 
administrations.

A ministry press release enti-
tled Transferring of the police 
chiefs in providing residence 
and family books dated july 1 
said the announcement aimed 
to define the transferring of 
authority in the management 
of residence books and family 
books to make it easier and 
quicker for citizens to list their 
home addresses and family 
members. 

The press release said the 
transfer of management covers 
the provision of family books, 
making duplicates of residence 
book, certifying residence let-
ters, documenting new family 
members, confirming residen-
tial relocation and making data 
adjustments in the residence 
lists in line with the law.  

The decision was made under 
the guidance of the General 
Department of Identification. 

The press release said a new 
announcement will be made 
in the future to clarify guide-
lines for the new system.

The ministry’s General 
Department of Identification 
director-general Kang Sokhorn 
could not be reached for com-
ment on Thursday. 

Advocacy and Policy Insti-
tute (API) director lam Socheat 
on Thursday supported the 
move, saying the transfer of 
duties would bring public 
services closer to residents 
and reduce complexities. 

He said he encouraged all 
commune police officials to 
pay attention to their work and 
abide by the laws and guide-
lines set by the ministry to 
avoid any irregularities. 

“Services, functions and 
authorities will be moved from 
the top level to a more local level. 
The closer the authorities are to 
the people, the better it is.

“However, I am unsure how 
the sub-level officials will per-
form their work according to 
legal standards. We are con-
cerned about forgery and col-
lusion with immigrants in the 
documents. So, the top-level 

officials should heed this point 
seriously,” he said.

Kampong Chhnang province’s 
Krang Skear commune police 
chief Khuon Khorn said on 
Thursday that he had yet to see 
the ministry’s announcement. 

Previously, if residents want-
ed to make residence books or 
family books, they had to 
endure a two-step process dur-
ing which they would first apply 
to the village or commune 
chiefs before their applications 
were sent to district police sta-
tions for final approval.

Khorn said the timeframe to 
create or edit residence and fam-
ily books will be between three 
days to over a week depending 
on the police’s workload.

“I think if the ministry leaves 
the tasks to the commune police 
stations, our citizens will not 
spend any more time waiting 
than they did before. Previously, 
we had to wait for a week or 
more and our police station offi-
cials had to deliver the family 
books or residence books direct-
ly to the citizens,” he said.

A 1997 government sub-de-
cree stipulated that family 
books were to be used to cer-
tify family members.

Every Khmer family living in 
Cambodia has to have a fam-
ily book, while foreigners are 
not allowed to have them. 
Anyone who committed for-
gery or acted against the sub-
decree is liable to face legal 
repercussions.

A couple receive their family book 
in Prey Veng province. GenerAl 
DepArTmenT of IDenTIfICATIon

Police confiscate $2,200,000 in 
cash brought in by two foreigners  
at an airport last year. polICe



On behalf of the 
embassy of the United 
States of america, I 
invite all Cambodians 

to join americans everywhere in 
celebrating the fourth of July! 

Today, as US ambassador to 
the Kingdom of Cambodia, I am 
proud to commemorate both 
our 244th Independence Day 
and the 70th anniversary of 
the establishment of diplomatic 
relations between our two 
countries.

The United States and Cam-
bodia first established official 
ties 70 years ago this month, 
after US envoy Donald R heath 
presented his credentials to 
King Sihanouk in July 1950. 

This was three years before 
Cambodia’s own indepen-
dence, and the United States 
subsequently made many 
contributions to the Kingdom’s 
early development as a free and 
independent nation.

This year is a special year for 
the US-Cambodia relationship. 
In collaboration with our Cam-
bodian friends and partners, we 
are commemorating the 70th 
anniversary by highlighting 
areas of successful collabora-
tion between our two countries, 
our shared history and common 

values, and the enduring con-
nections between the Cambo-
dian and american people.

each month, the US embassy 
spotlights an area of our sus-
tained cooperation – including 
agriculture, youth, education, 
trade, gender equality, the en-
vironment, and democracy and 
human rights, among others. 

Our partnership has yielded 
positive results in Cambodia, 
including post-conflict recovery 
and accountability, economic 
development, improved nutri-
tion, regional integration, 
expanding commerce and 
impressive gains in combating 
infectious diseases. 

The United States has ben-
efited too. We remain grate-
ful for Cambodian assistance 
in accounting for american 
personnel missing from the 
Indochina conflict period and 
for Cambodia’s contributions to 
Un peacekeeping operations.

like families and neighbours, 
we have weathered some dif-
ferences throughout the past 
70 years. 

nonetheless, the bedrock of 
the US-Cambodia relationship 
endures – dynamic people-to-
people ties, and the nGOs, uni-
versities, students, businesses, 

and tourists who foster under-
standing and strengthen bonds 
that can bring us through any 
challenge, including the current 
global pandemic.

Justice and equality are 
cornerstones of american  
democracy and our nation. 

On Independence Day, we 
take pride in our history, even 
as we acknowledge that we do 
not always meet the ideals of 
our nation’s founding. 

Through the full and free 
participation of all american 
voices, we can bring about 
peaceful change to become a 
“more perfect union” – the  
goal of all democracies.

as we were 70 years ago, 
americans are committed to 
a healthy, prosperous and 
independent Cambodia, and 
to helping all Cambodians 
enjoy the democratic prin-
ciples enshrined in their own 
constitution. 

Thank you for joining us in 
celebrating america’s 244 years 
of independence and in looking 
forward to many more years of 
friendly ties between the United 
States and Cambodia. 

Ambassador  
W Patrick Murphy

US Ambassador’s message 
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aS The american community 
celebrates our Independence Day in 
Phnom Penh, many of us will reflect on 
what it means to be an american living 
in the Kingdom of Cambodia. 

Those of us who have chosen to re-
main in Cambodia during the Covid-19 
period have knowingly demonstrated 
a profound commitment to the nation 
and the people of Cambodia. 

We have decided to meet the un-
precedented challenges of Covid-19 
together with our Cambodian brothers 
and sisters despite the risks to personal 
health and business, and distance from 
family members.

This resolve and spirit in the face of 
adversity are precisely what americans 
celebrate on the 4th of July. 

I believe we share this same spirit 
with the people of Cambodia, who 
themselves have overcome incredible 
hardships. 

This is one reason why I think ameri-
cans and Cambodians share a special 
closeness.

I reflect this bond personally – 
through my veins flows the blood of 
parents born in the United States and 
Srok Khmer – the Cambodian homeland. 

The United States offered our family 
a respite from war and the opportunity 
to build a new life. 

as a family, we have much to 
celebrate as americans. as a former 
United States army soldier, our Inde-
pendence Day also takes on a special 
significance. 

I fought for my country in both Iraq 
and afghanistan, learning the sacrifice 
and significant burden of war.

What I have found most remarkable 
about war is the human capacity for 
forgiveness and reconciliation. 

even though the United States fought 
a bitter war of independence against the 
british monarchy, we are now countries 
with the closest of bonds. 

likewise, the people of Cambodia 
and the United States share bonds of 
friendship, culture and commerce that 
benefit both countries immensely, 
despite having a complicated historical 
relationship. 

This feeling of open collaboration 
in building a future together gives me 
endless optimism about the US-Cambo-
dia relationship.

Remarkably, approximately 32 per 
cent of all exports from Cambodia are 

shipped to the United States – we are 
the largest single country trading part-
ner for the Kingdom. 

This trade represents hundreds 
of thousands of manufacturing jobs 
and the consequent support of these 
families. 

I am proud of this – as an  
american and as a Cambodian.

as with all special times, this  
Covid-19 period will pass, and we  
will find ourselves defined by our  
actions when times were hard. 

Our american businesses have 
worked to support our Cambodian col-
leagues through these times, something 
I am personally proud of. 

as new business models and value 
chains emerge, amCham will work 
hard to strengthen the bonds that make 
us all successful together.

This Independence Day, I will 
raise my glass to the United States of 
america, knowing that I am among  
my trusted friends and family here in 
Srok Khmer. 

To all americans sharing this day 
with us in Phnom Penh, on behalf of 
the amCham board of Governors – 
cheers! 

Message from AmCham Cambodia 
President Allen Dodgson Tan
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Bretton G Sciaroni 
AmCham chairman emeritus 
and founding member

TODay the american 
Chamber of Commerce 
in Cambodia is a dynam-
ic, growing organisation, 

contributing to the growth of the 
Kingdom’s economy and improv-
ing Cambodian-american rela-
tions. but it was not always so. 

founded more than 20 years 
ago, it represented a small group 
of US citizens working in Cambo-
dia. although I was an original 
board member, as was Michael 
hayes, the founder of The Phnom 
Penh Post, amCham was the 
brainchild of Kevin Whitcraft, a 
member of a famous entrepre-
neurial family in bangkok. 

Kevin founded RMa, a major 
player in the business commu-
nity here whose american prod-
ucts include ford, John Deere, 
Pizza Company and Krispy 
Creme Donuts, among others. he 
was familiar with the amCham 
in Thailand and thought we 
should replicate it here.

Kevin then moved on to other 
opportunities. It was at that time 
that I became chairman, primar-
ily because no one else wanted 
to do the job! little did I know 
at the time that it would become 
almost a lifetime appointment! 

In the early days, amCham 
was known as the american 
Cambodian business Council 
(amCam) because the Ministry 
of Commerce would not let busi-
ness associations use the title 
of “chamber of commerce” as it 

only recognised the Cambodia 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The ministry later relented 
and allowed any business as-
sociation to use the phrase – and 
amCam became amCham.

Over the years, amCham  
has greatly profited from its 
partnership with the US embas-
sy. This has been demonstrated 
in many ways. 

We have held joint meetings, 
dinners and events. We have 
joined successive US ambas-
sadors on business missions to a 
variety of destinations, including 
Singapore, bangkok and the US. 

The most recent such mission 

was the delegation ambassa-
dor Patrick Murphy took to the 
Indo-Pacific business forum in 
bangkok in november last year, 
in conjunction with the asean 
Summit.

The amCham partnership with 
the US embassy is demonstrated 
also by virtue of the existence of 
the Overseas Security advisory 
Council (OSaC). an organisation 
led by the embassy’s regional 
security officer, it focuses on a 
variety of issues of interest to the 
expatriate population. 

This unique body knows of 
no parallel entity in the business 
community.

amCham has also participat-
ed in regional and international 
business groups. We have long 
been a member of an associa-
tion of amChams in the region, 
originally known as aPCaC 
– the asia Pacific Council of 
american Chambers. 

We also have been repre-
sented at Operation Doorknock, 
held in Washington, DC, every 
summer. In addition, we send our 
executive director to the regional 
meetings of the executive direc-
tors of all the regional am-
Chams. We even hosted such a 
meeting years ago in Siem Reap.

The Cambodian amCham 

also has long been an affiliate of 
the US Chamber of Commerce in 
Washington, DC. We have visited 
the US Chamber many times 
over the years and recently even 
had a senior representative visit 
us in Cambodia.

We also have substantial 
interaction with the US-asean 
business Council, a business 
association comprised of many 
major corporations. 

It has a business mission to 
Cambodia on a nearly annual 
basis, and amCham typically 
gives a country briefing to them. 
among the major corporations 
represented here locally include 

Coca-Cola, Chevron, ford, Ge 
and Dupont, among others. 

In addition to outreach to the 
national, regional and interna-
tional business communities, 
amCham has an active pro-
gramme of interaction with the 
Royal Government of Cambodia, 
in order to improve the economy 
and Cambodia-US relations. 

In recent years we have 
hosted receptions, speeches, 
and luncheons for a variety of 
government officials, includ-
ing the Ministers of Commerce, 
education, Public Works and 
Transport, and labour, and their 
staff, as well as members of the 
national assembly and the  
anti-Corruption Unit.

amCham also interacts with 
the american community in 
general. We participate in the 
usual US activities, such as the 
4th of July party, Memorial Day 
party, Thanksgiving dinner and 
the Marine Corps ball, as well as 
other annual events.

looking to the future, we can 
confidently say that amCham’s 
best days are still to come. 

Under the dynamic leader-
ship of the current amCham, 
led by chairman allen Tan and 
executive director erich Phillips, 
we have witnessed a dramatic 
growth in members, committees 
and activities. 

We are aided in this effort  
by an active board of Gover-
nors and capable staff. So the 
contributions of amCham to 
Cambodian-american relations 
will continue well into the future. 

The best is yet to come! 

Best is yet to come from growing AmCham

January saw the promotion 
of US-Cambodia partnerships in 
agriculture – one of the build-
ing blocks of the Kingdom’s 
GDP and a sector that employs 
millions of Cambodians. The 
US contributes significantly 
to cooperation centred on 
agriculture, sharing innova-
tive technology, training and 
expertise, and US best practices 
for the benefit of Cambodian 
farmers.

February marked youth, ed-
ucation and technology. The US 
government has been a strong 
partner in supporting develop-
ment and progress in these key 
sectors, essential for Cambodia’s 
social and economic develop-
ment. The embassy has worked 
with Cambodia to strengthen 
STeM – science, technology, 
engineering and mathemat-
ics – education and early grade 
reading, as well as fostering 
STeM innovation and english 
language instruction.

March put the spotlight on 
Women and Gender equality, 
highlighting the important role 
of female professionals in vari-
ous fields in Cambodia – from 
cultural preservation to educa-
tion to law enforcement, as well 
as US commitment to lGbTQ+ 
and equality issues.

April promoted US-Cam-
bodian collaboration on the 
environment and the many 
programmes the US embassy 
has implemented to end the 
illegal wildlife trade, preserve 

forests, train forest rangers, and 
offer support in water resource 
management. The US embassy’s 
own efforts to reduce its impact 
on the environment was also 
highlighted.

May was a public health-
themed month, a particularly 
important focus this year due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic. The 
US is a longstanding and strong 
partner in helping Cambodia 
curb diseases such as malaria 
and tuberculosis, assisting in 
hIV prevention, contributing 
to blood banks and promoting 
healthy behaviours.

June promoted people-to-
people ties and the foundation 
of our bilateral relationship with 
Cambodia. Many Cambodians 
have participated in US govern-
ment exchange programmes, 
such as fulbright and ySealI, 
while the large Cambodian-
american population in the US 
also links our two nations. 

July is the keystone month 
for the US embassy’s year-long 
commemoration of the 70th an-
niversary of the establishment 
of US-Cambodia diplomatic 
relations. On July 11, 1950, US 
diplomat Donald heath pre-
sented his credentials to King 
Sihanouk. Throughout July we 
will highlight the US’ history 
of cooperation with Cambodia 
over the past 70 years.

August is humanitarian as-
sistance month, highlighting US 
contributions such as humani-

tarian demining, disaster and 
emergency relief, and historical 
projects to improve Cambodia’s 
infrastructure.  

September spotlights 
US-Cambodia trade and invest-
ment. Through free trade and 
investment the US helps create 
economic opportunities for 
american and Cambodian busi-
nesses and workers that benefit 
both our countries. 

October focuses on strong 
US-Cambodia cooperation in 
law enforcement, including the 
many US agencies that work 
closely with their Cambodian 
counterparts to reduce crime 
and support the criminal justice 
system and the rule of law.

November highlights 
regional cooperation and  
asean. Strong and sovereign 
partners are key for Cambodia’s 
social and economic develop-
ment. During this month we 
will highlight the opportunities 
and benefits of promoting com-
mon national interests within 
asean through mutual coopera-
tion and dialogue.

December puts the focus 
on human rights and democracy. 
The Universal Declaration of hu-
man Rights, a historic document 
on human rights, was signed 
on December 10, 1948. The US 
is proud to be a partner with 
Cambodia in supporting, respect-
ing and promoting human rights 
– one of the cornerstones of a 
genuine democracy. 

Events mark 70 years of US-Cambodia ties 

AmCham members attend the Annual General Meeting 2019 in Phnom Penh. 



PeoPle are looking 
forward to a return to 
their favourite enter-
tainment venues as 

Cambodia reopens cautiously 
after measures taken to combat 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

However, with cinemas 
still temporarily shuttered, the 
closures are taking a huge toll 
on the Kingdom’s once vibrant 
movie sector, a major industry 
player told The Post.

“We are down to a skeleton 
staff of 30 per cent of pre-out-
break levels, while cinemas in 
Cambodia are currently running 
at around 30-50 per cent. 

“They need to be paid, and 
without income we cannot last 
more than four months – and 
we are now approaching that,” 
said lao Phany, the general 
manager of the Kingdom’s lead-
ing film distributor Westec 
Media limited.

With movie houses in neigh-
bouring Vietnam having re-
opened on May 9, with Thailand 
and laos following suit at the 
beginning of last month, Phany 
said she hopes the Cambodian 
government will allow the King-
dom’s movie houses to start up 
their projectors again soon.

“Safety is obviously of para-
mount importance. Capacity 
will be reduced to allow for  
social distancing, while staff 
and cinema-goers will be re-
quired to wear face masks.

“We understand the govern-
ment’s caution, but the ongoing 
closure is drastically harming 
cinema chains, such as legend 
Cinemas and Major Cineplex, 
and distributors.

“Businesses in associated 
sectors, including food and 
beverage and transport, are also 
being affected. The ripple effect 
is huge,” Phany said.

Attention was drawn to 
reports that the cinema indus-
tries in both China and the US 

are facing likely crises due to 
the affects of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

A survey from the China 

Film Association has warned 
that 40 per cent of cinemas in 
the Asian giant could go out of 
business. 

Millions of Chinese have 
enjoyed watching films online 
during cinema closures thanks 
to a wide range of streaming 
services, and thousands of cin-
emas could close permanently 
as a result, the BBC said.

There are now more than 
12,000 cinemas in China, ac-
cording to market research firm 
IBISWorld. But four out of 10 
said they “are very likely to 
close” in the near future, the 
BBC reported the China Film 
Association survey as finding. 

This could mean nearly 5,000 
cinemas going bust as a result 
of the pandemic.

In the US, AMC Theatres, 
the world’s biggest cinema 
chain, said last month that it 
has “substantial doubt” it can 

remain in business after closing 
locations across the globe dur-
ing the coronavirus pandemic, 
CNN reported.

AMC Theatres, which closed 
its cinemas earlier this year, 
expects to have lost between 
$2.1 billion and $2.4 billion in 
the first quarter of this year.

Phany said the Kingdom’s 
burgeoning movie industry was 
also in danger.

“The brakes are being put 
on the development of cinema 
in Cambodia. We need to get 
the industry out of the danger 
zone,” said Simon Choo, execu-
tive director of Westec Media 
limited.

With cinemas using the lock-
down to thoroughly clean their 
premises and movie schedules 

having been put in place,  
the Kingdom’s movie theatres 
are all set to reopen their  
doors to action-starved  
film buffs.

“The key genres we are  
focusing on are horror, ro-
mance, action and comedy. A 
mixture of local and foreign 
titles, 70 per cent will be movies 
held back due to the outbreak, 
while 30 per cent will be re-
runs.

-“We are ready to enter-
tain Cambodia again – while 
making sure safety precautions  
projectorsare in place – with 
the eagerly anticipated Disney 
blockbuster Mulan expected 
next month. We are just wait-
ing for the green light,” said 
Phany. 
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With Kingdom’s film sector in peril, 
projectors are ready to roll again

Cambodia’s cinema projectors have been switched off since April due to measures to combat the Covid-19 outbreak. AFP

A demonstration of seating arrangements and precautionary measures to be in place when cinemas eventually reopen. suPPlied

Cinemas have used the lockdown to thoroughly clean their premises. suPPlied

Westec Media Limited general manager Lao Phany. suPPlied
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As industry 
insiders offer 
dire warnings 
of continued 
closures, movie 
players outline 
strategies to 
safely reopen 
Cambodia’s shut 
down cinemas
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 18,180 18,300 18,300 18,100

2 GTI 3,100 3,300 3,300 3,100

3 PAS 15,900 15,800 16,020 15,800

4 PPAP 11,500 11,600 11,600 11,500

5 PPSP 2,320 2,350 2,350 2,320

6 PWSA 5,660 5,700 5,700 5,660

Date: July 2, 2020

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,100 1.3581 7.0658 107.39 4.2860 1.3926 31.08 0.6934 1.1295 1.2520

Thou Vireak

THE Cambodia Rice Federation 
(CRF) has asked the state-owned 
Agricultural and Rural Development 
Bank (ARDB) to extend its loan repay-
ment period to 12 months to help rice 
millers buy paddy.

The request was made on Wednesday 
at a meeting with Cambodia Chamber 
of Commerce (CCC) Kith Meng on the 
progress and impact of Covid-19 on the 
private sector at the CCC.

CRF president Song Saran told The 
Post that the current ARDB loan 
repayment period is too short and 
could hinder its members’ ability to 
purchase paddy from farmers.

He said he stressed to the CCC that 
the upcoming harvest season would be 
especially harsh, with members scram-
bling to buy a slow supply of paddy.

“Most of our members say the 
repayment period goes by too quick-
ly and it is not effective in helping buy 
paddy,” he said. “We suggest offering 
longer [repayment terms] on loans 
for stockpiling.”

Saran said the rice sector needs 
between $80 and $120 million in 
capital investment to hit the big one-
million-tonne milestone in milled-
rice exports.

Chan Pich, general manager of rice 
miller and exporter Signatures of Asia 
Co ltd, said approval of the CRF’s 
request would be a boon for the pri-
vate sector’s paddy purchase target.

He said his company plans to buy 
200,000 tonnes of the new fragrant vari-
ety of paddy Sen Kra’op during its har-
vest season, which begins next month.

“We would like a longer [repay-
ment] period to make the best use of 
our loans. The time is too tight, leav-
ing us in a precarious position. Giving 
us as long as a year would be a real 
blessing,” he said.

ARDB CEO Kao Thach could not be 
reached for comment on Thursday. 
However, the CRF’s Saran said ARDB 
had accepted the proposal and prom-
ised to forward it to the government 
for review and approval.

In March, the ARDB released a $50 
million fund to provide low-interest 
loans to enterprises and entrepre-
neurs in the agricultural industry 
ranging between $10,000 and 
$300,000.

The government in May decided to 
cut the annual interest rates from six 
to five per cent for working capital 
and from 6.5 to 5.5 per cent for capi-
tal investment, without service 
charges.

Rocky road for logistics after dull H1
Hin Pisei

D
ESPITE the significant 
jump in movement of agri-
cultural products for 
export, no remarkable 

gains in freight transport activity have 
been recorded over the past six 
months, industry insiders have said.

Border closures and a sharp de-
cline in orders for textile products 
from Cambodia stemming from the 
Covid-19 outbreak have stifled the 
transport sector.

Cambodia logistics Association 
(ClA) president Sin Chanthy told 
The Post on Thursday that despite 
the current surge in agricultural 
product exports – especially milled 
rice – overall activity in the sector 
saw minimal growth last month 
compared to March, April and May, 
with goods shipments falling in vir-
tually all segments.

He added that the general quiet-
ness in the industry may be due to 
foreign investors not reinstating 
their orders despite the slowly stabi-
lising Covid-19 situation, leading to 
goods transport and shipping of raw 
materials to fall in suit.

“The volume in goods transport 
now is in the ballpark of just 30-40 
per cent of pre-Covid figures. Freight 
transport activity is only slightly up 
from three to four months ago,” said 
Chanthy.

He said international air freight is 
nearly nonexistent while transport via 
water and land has been largely muted.

The sector will see even greater 
headwinds if health authorities can-
not claim victory over Covid-19, he 
said with a sense of uncertainty.

Established as a non-profit asso-
ciation in March 2004, the ClA in 
April announced that it had changed 
its name from the Cambodia Freight 
Forwarders Association, or Camffa.

SHA Transport Express Co ltd CEO 
and co-founder Khut Saroeun noted 

that some countries have begun to 
reopen to limited freight traffic as 
Covid-19 fears subside.

Continuing relative stagnation will 
deal a significant blow to the trans-
port sector, he said.

“Even though the Covid-19 situa-
tion has improved, goods deliveries 
at my company have not gone back 
up, as shipping volumes remain low 
compared to before the beginning 

of the Covid-19 outbreak,” he said.
A formal free trade agreement 

(FTA) with China is expected to be 
signed later this year, which experts 
say will spur the Kingdom’s econo-
my and greatly increase freight ac-
tivity due to the massive scale of the 
world’s most populous nation.

Minister of Commerce Pan Soras-
ak has said the FTA will result in a 20 
per cent rise in exports to China.

Prasac secures $150M 
loan from shareholder
May Kunmakara

CAMBODIA Securities Exchange-
listed Prasac Microfinance Institu-
tion ltd (Prasac) received another 
$150 million loan from its new share-
holder KB Kookmin Bank (KB) to 
secure its financial stability and 
expand lending capacity amid the 
Kingdom’s ongoing fight against the 
spread of Covid-19.

The loan from the Seoul-based 
lender will be divided into two 
tranches – a seven-year $50 million 
subordinated loan and a three-year 
$100 million credit facility, Prasac 
said in an announcement received 
by The Post on Thursday.

Prasac executive vice-president Say 
Sony said the funds are part of its plan 
to strengthen its capital base and liquid-
ity to support businesses growth.

It will enable his institution to pro-

vide more loans to its micro, small 
and medium-sized enterprise 
(MSME) customers and enable them 
to sustain their businesses, he said, 
noting that most of the Kingdom’s 
MSMEs are owned by women.

“Despite this time of uncertainty, 
Prasac has been able to garner trust 
from KB Kookmin Bank through these 
credit facilities. This shows the unshak-
en confidence in Prasac and Cambo-
dia’s financial sector as a whole and 
outlook for the country’s sustained 
economic recovery,” said Sony.

KB global business managing director 
Choi Chang-su said the loan is a part of 
his bank’s effort to enable MSMEs to 
contribute more fully to the economic 
recovery from the pandemic.

“We are pleased to be working with 
Prasac on this facility so that it can be 
channelled to MSMEs in Cambodia. 
The move seeks to generate econom-

ic recovery and growth, and employ-
ment amidst this unprecedented 
situation,” said Choi.

In mid-April, KB finished paying 
$603.4 million for a 70 per cent stake 
in Prasac and plans to buy the 
remaining 30 per cent stake in Prasac 
two years after the transaction and 
finalise the acquisition.

Prasac officially listed a corporate 
bond on the CSX on May 5, issuing 
1,272,000 shares for the public offer-
ing with a total issue amount of 127.2 
billion riel ($31.8 million).

Its total assets stand at $3.390 billion 
as of the end of last month, its total loan 
portfolio grew to $2.659 billion, and 
deposits reached $1.928 billion.

CRF requests 
year-long 
loans for 
rice millers

Industry insiders have said no remarkable gains in freight transport activity have been recorded over the past six months. HENG CHIVOAN

Prasac received another $150 million loan from KB. HONG MENEA



Sangeetha Amarthalingam

C
AMBODIA is in the 
process of devising 
its post-Covid-19 
economic recovery 

plan just as the infection rate 
inched up to 141 following a 
40-day hiatus, in what is now 
seen as the second phase.

Globally, 10.8 million cases 
have been reported along 
with 6.03 million recoveries 
and 519,050 fatalities.

A few reports say the rate of 
transmission has stabilised in 
some parts of the world while 
experts in Italy have conclud-
ed that the virus mutation 
that country is becoming less 
virulent. However, details are 
still moot.

What is certain though is 
the overall cognisance by 
analysts that the global econ-
omy is expected to pick up in 
the second half of the year.

But in Cambodia, the path 
is less clear, particularly plans 
for two of its key growth sec-
tors – tourism and export 
manufacturing – which were 
nearly decimated by Covid-19. 
Official data shows that some  
256 factories have suspended 
operations  while 169 enter-
prises in the tourism sector 
have closed shop. Together, 
more than 150,000 workers in 
these industries have become 
jobless or face paycuts.

Over the months, a series of 
monetary and fiscal measures 
were implemented by the cen-
tral bank and government but 
rumblings are becoming prom-
inent in the business commu-
nity over where the strategies to 
get past the gloomy economic 
landscape are.

This year, gross domestic 
product (GDP) is forecast to 
contract to -1.9 per cent, com-
pounded by an exacerbation 

anticipated with the partial 
withdrawal of the EU’s Every-
thing but Arms (EBA) scheme.

To top that, a shortfall in the 
revenue base comprising ex-
ports and construction would 
move the authorities to dip 
into the national savings of 
22.2 trillion riel ($5.4 billion) 
as of December 31, 2019, the 
World Bank said. It expects  
domestic financing need to 
amount to about five percent 
of GDP.

The plunging revenue this 
year could result in an overall 
fiscal deficit including grants 
widening to nine per cent of 
GDP – down from a surplus 
of 0.5 per cent last year. How-
ever, given the authorities’ 
liquidity (savings), recourse 
to domestic (central bank) 
financing to fill the widening 
overall fiscal deficit is not ex-
pected, World Bank said.

Having said that, it does not 
dismiss any notion that Cam-
bodia might borrow to finance 
the exit plan as income falls.

In addition, foreign direct 
investment is projected to 
fall while mainland China, its 
largest investor at 40 per cent 
in 2019, gets back on its feet 
to continue supporting Cam-
bodia’s real estate and con-
struction sectors.

Put together, all these will 
drive a decline in foreign re-
serves to $16.8 billion, repre-
senting 6.8 months of prospec-
tive imports in 2020, compared 
to $18.7 billion last year. 

It will be a tough transition 
for the country in the coming 
months, which is why Cam-
bodia should make haste with 
the recovery plan.

Up to now, some $1 billion 
out of a maximum of $2 bil-
lion allocation has been ex-
pended in four stages of the 
Covid-19 measures via cash 

outlays for the poor and un-
employed, purchase of medi-
cal equipment and cross-sec-
tor tax exemptions.

Two weeks ago, the govern-
ment announced budget cuts 
for its institutions and sectors. 
It said capital expenses in the 
economic sector will likely slip, 
making up only 6.4 per cent of 

GDP in 2021, down by 5.3 per 
cent compared to this year.

These expenses will be used 
to diversify the economy, in-
crease competitiveness in 
the private sector and attract 
public investment.

Of the cuts, public adminis-
tration expenses will be sliced 
to 6.4 per cent in 2021 or only 

two per cent of GDP as op-
posed to the 2020 budget.

This means that financial 
bonuses including 50,000 riel 
($12.5), dished out twice to 
public officials during Khmer 
New Year and Pchum Ben Fes-
tival, will be held back in 2021.

According to the Ministry of 
Economy and Finance secre-
tary of state Phan Phalla, mea-
sures to fortify the recovery plan 
are proving to be a challenge as 
the ministerial team works ̀ day 
and night’ to release it. 

“It is not easy [because] we 
have to listen to all stakehold-
ers on how we can recover 
to move forward. It is taking 
some time to formulate,” he 
explained.

There is a lot at stake, par-
ticularly when funds are short 
and an outstanding loan of 
$7.6 billion as of December 
31, 2019, hovers in the back-
ground. Outstanding loans 
are projected to expand to 
$8.4 billion in 2020.

However, there is neither a 
plan to seek to restructure the 
loans borrowed from bilat-
eral and multilateral partners 
nor appeal for a moratorium 
on debt repayment, said min-
istry spokesman Meas Sok-
sensan. This year, the gov-
ernment is expected to meet 

its debt service payment of 
$404.4 million.

Will the tax holiday remain?
In March, the government 

waived taxes for affected parties 
in the garment and footwear, 
and tourism sectors till May be-
fore being extended to July.

While this was a positive 
move for businesses, it would 
affect this year’s revenue tar-
get after rising to a whopping 
27.8 trillion riel including 
grants last year. Of course, it 
was underpinned by taxes on 
goods and services, consist-
ing mainly of the value-added 
and excise taxes from domes-
tic businesses and imports.

In the first five months of 
this year, some $1.3 billion 
in tax revenue was collected 
but critics are sceptical if it 
can hit beyond $2 billion this 
year. Last year, overall tax rev-
enue stood at $2.2 billion.

The scepticism is also due 
to the possible partial with-
drawal of some 20 per cent 
tariff on Cambodian exports, 
valued at around $1.1 billion, 
commencing in August.

With more than 40 per cent 
of its revenue-generating prod-
ucts such as garments, travel 
bags, and sportswear hit, Cam-
bodia might have to absorb 
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Where is Cambodia’s exit strategy

that can save the economy?

Some 256 garment factories have suspended operations, affecting over 130,000 workers. Hong cHivoan

With the prospect of being slammed by a double whammy, the government is working on an 
economic recovery plan to deliver it from covid-19 and the EU’s partial withdrawal of the 
Everything But arms scheme in the next two to three years

 The outbreak is projected to hit hard this year’s
fiscal performance afterbudget surpluses

General government operations (percent of  GDP)

Sources: Budget settlement laws; World Bank staff  estimates and forecast
Note: e = estimates; f = forecast.
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$100 million in tax on the items.
Considering this, would tax 

exemptions for hard-hit busi-
nesses continue? “We are not 
sure [of extending further] as 
it is valid in July. We will assess 
again and see what we need 
to do again,” Phalla said.

Also uncertain is the contin-
uation of several other mea-
sures such as the suspension 
of the National Social Security 
Fund payments and tourism 
licence renewal fees, delay 
of the seniority payment for 
2020, and injecting liquidity 
in banks and financial institu-
tions to support outstanding 
loan restructure and low-in-
terest loan provision.

‘. . . tourism businesses going 
bankrupt’

Compared to the region, 
neighbouring countries Myan-
mar, Thailand and Malaysia 
have already rolled out their 
recovery plans for the next two 
to three years.

Malaysia has outlined 40 ini-
tiatives in its 35 billion ringgit 
($8.2 billion) post Covid-19 
fiscal stimulus budget to help 
economic sectors including 
small- and medium-sized en-
terprises and citizens while 
Thailand has passed a 1.9 tril-
lion baht ($61 billion) budget 
to do the same and more.

So, what about Cambodia? 
Over the months, demands 
have been made by business 
communities to keep the 
measures sway until the glob-
al situation improves.

A call by the Cambodia Ho-
tel Association (CHA) to the 

government involves a lon-
ger tax holiday, 25 per cent 
reduction on electricity tariff 
and removal of tourism tax.

“A lot of tourism businesses 
are going bankrupt. The sec-
tor is still in a bad way al-
though there has been a slight 
increase from domestic tour-
ism. But this is not contribut-
ing much to our economy.

“We want the government to 
help us survive past Covid-19 so 
that we can continue to operate 
when all this is over,” said Clais 
Chenda, president of CHA.

To be fair, the government has 
responded to some industry 
pleas, such as those the Garment 
Manufacturers Association 
of Cambodia (GMAC), which 
scored a few nuggets including 
the exemption of not paying 
damages or prior notice pay-
ments to workers for businesses 
that closed due to the pandemic. 
Now, it wants the government 
to suspend negotiations on the 
minimum wage revision.

But these actions mean the 
government is going to be 
saddled by the burden that 
befalls workers who have not 
only become unemployed but 
might find difficulty securing 
jobs soon in the current eco-
nomic climate.

Some guidance can be found 
in Cambodia’s glossy forward-
looking strategies such as 
its Industrial Development 
Policy, and National Strategic 
Development Plan but weak 
governance and coordination 
has stymied efforts to deliver 
the manufacturing sector from 
a labour-intensive industry.

“The government has this 
handy document [NSDP 
2019-2023] which can be re-
ferred to to re-allocate some 
urgent priorities and addi-
tional plans,” said local entre-
preneur D Van.

However, he opined that the 
documents like many which 
can be found in third world 
countries, have flawless attri-
butes and remain as technical 
documents. There are a lot of 
jargons, motherhood-state-
ments, ambiguous generalities 
and past year data.

“[But] the challenges at 
hand are unique, comprising 
structural and external envi-
ronment. [are not properly ad-
dressed]. That is why we want 
to hear what the government 
has in store for the economy 
post-Covid-19,” he said.

Van said for the plan to suc-
ceed there has to be a proper 
concept that creates an eco-
system for priority sectors 
and space for a participative 
mindset.
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Cambodia’s outstanding public debt, by creditor
(US$ million and percent of  total)

Source: Cambodian authorities.
Note: ADB = Asian Development Bank; RoK = Republic of Korea; WBG = World Bank Group.
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Myanmar to hold 
general election 
in November

MYANMAR will hold its next 
general election on November 8, 
the country’s election commis-

sion announced on Wednesday, in a test 
for the country’s fledgeling democratic 
government led by Aung San Suu Kyi.

The Nobel laureate ushered her 
National League for Democracy (NLD) to 
a landslide victory in 2015 polls after five 
decades of military rule.

A political prisoner once hailed as a 
moral icon by western governments, 
Suu Kyi’s image has been tarnished by 
a brutal military crackdown in Myan-
mar’s west that forced around 750,000 
stateless Rohingya Muslims to flee into 
neighbouring Bangladesh.

She appeared at an international tribunal 
in The Hague to defend the army against 
allegations of rape, arson and mass killing 
in the campaign, which rights groups have 
said was tantamount to genocide.

Her promises of a soaring economy 
after her party’s election have largely 
failed to materialise, while some ethnic 
minority groups say their concerns have 
gone unheard by her government.

But “Mother Suu”, as she is referred to 
by much of the country’s public, remains 
a widely loved figure within Myanmar.

Her party’s main challenger is the 
military-backed Union Solidarity and 
Development Party, which oversaw the 
country’s transitional government for 
five years before Suu Kyi took office.

Yangon-based political analyst Richard 
Horsey said the elections are unlikely to 
bring a change in government given Suu 
Kyi’s popularity.

But “they will further consolidate elec-
toral democracy in a country that was 
under authoritarian rule for so many 
decades”, he said.

The poll will be held on the back of the 
coronavirus pandemic, which has post-
poned political campaigns and wrought 
havoc on election plans around the world.

The Southeast Asian country appears 
to have largely escaped the outbreak, 
registering some 300 cases and six deaths 
so far – though experts suspect the low 
number is partly due to limited testing. AFP
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China: Security law ‘guardian’ of Hong Kong prosperity
THE National Security law for Hong 
Kong marks a “milestone” in the 
cause of “one country, two systems”, 
a Hong Kong and Macao affairs offi-
cial said on Wednesday.

The State Council’s Hong Kong and 
Macao Affairs Office deputy director 
Zhang Xiaoming told a news confer-
ence in Beijing that the new law, 
which took effect on Tuesday night, 
serves as a “guardian” for Hong Kong’s 
prosperity and stability and is a “turn-
ing point” for Hong Kong’s develop-
ment to “get back on track”.

The Standing Committee of the 
13th National People’s Congress 
(NPC), the top legislature, on Tuesday 
unanimously passed The law of the 
People’s Republic of China on Safe-
guarding National Security in the 
Hong Kong Special Administrative 
Region (HKSAR).

It came into force as soon as the full 
text was published about one hour 
before the start of Wednesday, which 
was the 23rd anniversary of Hong 
Kong’s return to Chinese sovereignty.

As of 8pm on Wednesday, police 
had arrested over 300 protesters, 

including nine suspected of violating 
the National Security law. The rest 
were arrested for suspected unlawful 
assembly, disorder in public places, 
reckless driving and possession of an 
offensive weapon.

The first two arrested who were sus-
pected of breaking the new law, a man 
and a woman, were found carrying a 
flag and a placard, respectively, advo-
cating “Hong Kong independence” 
amid an illegal assembly on Hong Kong 
Island on Wednesday afternoon.

The new law says anyone who 
organises, plans, commits or partici-
pates in committing secession shall 
be guilty of an offence.

Zhang said: “Hong Kong’s unique 
status as an international financial, 
trade and shipping centre is owing to 
the backing and support of the Chinese 
mainland, and in turn it has leveraged 
its strengths to support the mainland’s 
reform and modernisation.”

However, if national security offend-
ers are still allowed to turn the city into 
a springboard for conducting subver-
sion against the mainland, Hong Kong 
would lose its status and its prosper-

ity would be gravely undermined, he 
said, reiterating that the law serves as 
a high-hanging sword over only a tiny 
number of offenders as well as a deter-
rent to external forces.

China’s “one country, two systems” 
principle is pioneering and unprec-
edented and thus bound to be fraught 
with challenges during its advance-
ment and face problems that need to 
be addressed, he said.

Since Hong Kong’s return to China 
in 1997, the NPC Standing Commit-
tee has exercised its constitutional 
power on matters concerning the 
Basic law, HKSAR’s mini-constitu-
tion. Enactment of this law is the 
most significant initiative taken by 
the central government to address 
issues related to Hong Kong.

Zhang said it is also the second 
major law specifically tailored for 
Hong Kong by the central govern-
ment, following the Basic law.

He said the new law is sure to face 
scepticism and concerns, but it fully 
complies with the “one country, two 
systems” principle.

Zhang criticised some foreign pol-

iticians’ comments that the Chinese 
government is trying to advance a 
“one country, one system” agenda in 
Hong Kong.

“If we are going to make one sys-
tem, this matter would be far simpler. 
We could have imposed our national 
laws such as the Criminal Procedure 
law straightaway on the HKSAR. Why 
would we bother to create so much 
work to tailor-make a law for Hong 
Kong?” he said.

He said some international voices 
have misunderstood the concept of 
China’s “one country, two systems” 
and have criticised China for eroding 
Hong Kong’s autonomy whenever the 
central authorities exercise their 
powers according to law.

“’One country, two systems’ is our 
state policy. No one cherishes it more 
than we do, no one understands its true 
meaning better than we do and no one 
has more power to define and explain 
our policy than we do,” he added.

China unveiled the full details of 
the National Security law on Tuesday 
night, laying out penalties, with the 
heaviest being life imprisonment for 

four categories of crimes – secession, 
subversion, terrorism and collusion 
with foreign forces.

North Korea’s official Rodong Sin-
mun newspaper on Thursday lauded 
the new law and announced 
Pyongyang’s full support of China 
amid the deepening Sino-uS rivalry.

It said: “The most pressing issue is 
that the uS is pestering China’s 
socialist system, calling it a dictator-
ship and outright denying the regime 
. . . Sino-uS relations are snowballing 
into an all-out confrontation.”

“We fully support the Chinese people 
in their struggle . . . as the uS continues 
to pressure China from all directions.

“Socialism is the Chinese people’s 
strategic choice, and it is the unwa-
vering will of the Chinese party and 
government to firmly adhere to it and 
continue to develop it.

“Our people are confident that the 
Chinese people will conquer all chal-
lenges and hurdles, and attain great 
achievements in its efforts to build 
socialism with Chinese characteris-
tics,” it said, as translated by The Post. 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Putin granted right to extend rule till 
2036 in landslide referendum result
R

uSSIANS overwhelmingly 
approved a package of con-
stitutional changes in a na-
tionwide vote, partial results 

showed on Wednesday, allowing Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin to potentially ex-
tend his two-decade rule until 2036.

With just over 85 per cent of bal-
lots counted after the end of seven 
days of voting, 77.8 per cent of vot-
ers had supported the reforms, elec-
tion commission figures cited by 
Russian state agencies show.

There had been little doubt of voters 
backing the changes, which Putin an-
nounced earlier this year and critics 
denounced as a manoeuvre to allow 
him to stay in the Kremlin for life.

But top Kremlin critic Alexei Na-
valny slammed the results as a 
“huge lie” that did not reflect real 
public opinion.

The amendments had been passed 
weeks ago by Russia’s parliament and 
copies of the new constitution were 
already on sale in bookshops, but 
Putin had said voter approval was es-
sential to give them legitimacy.

The reforms include conservative 
and populist measures – like guar-
anteed minimum pensions and an 
effective ban on gay marriage – but 
crucially for Putin also reset presi-
dential limits allowing him to run 
twice again after his current six-year 
term expires in 2024.

Turnout as of 2000 GMT was about 65 
per cent, the election commission said.

The Kremlin pulled out all the 
stops to encourage voting, with 
polls extended over nearly a week, 
the last day of voting declared a na-
tional holiday and prizes – includ-
ing apartments, cars and cash – on 
offer to voters.

Initially planned for April 22, the 
referendum was postponed by the 
coronavirus pandemic but resched-
uled after Putin said the epidemic 
had peaked and officials began re-

porting lower numbers of new cases.
In a final appeal to voters on Tues-

day, Putin said the changes were 
needed to ensure Russia’s future 
“stability, security, prosperity”.

State television showed Putin vot-
ing on Wednesday at his usual poll-
ing station at the Russian Academy 
of Sciences, where he was handed a 
ballot by an electoral worker wear-
ing a surgical mask and gloves. 

Dressed in a dark suit and tie, Putin 
was not wearing any protective gear.

At a polling station in Vladivostok 
in Russia’s Far East, 79-year-old Val-
entina Kungurtseva told AFP that 

she supported the reforms.
She said: “For us as pensioners, 

it’s very important that they will in-
crease our pension every year . . . As 
long as we have a good president, 
life will be good.”

In the second city, Saint Petersburg, 
20-year-old Sergei Goritsvetov said 
he opposed the reforms but doubted 
it would make any difference.

“I voted against and I hope there 
will be many of us, but I don’t know 
what it will change,” he said. “At least 
I expressed my opinion.”

Navalny had said Putin, 67 and in 
power as president or prime minister 

since 2000, wants to make himself 
“president for life” and called for a 
boycott, calling the vote illegitimate.

“We have just watched a show 
with a planned finale,” he wrote on 
his blog after polls closed.

“Putin will not leave himself,” Na-
valny wrote, “not until we begin to 
come out to the streets by the hun-
dreds of thousands, by millions.”

The opposition divided and failed 
to mount a serious campaign, with 
some voting “no” and others staying 
home. There were only small pro-
tests in central Moscow and Saint-
Petersburg on Wednesday. AFP

State television showed Putin voting on Wednesday at his usual polling station at the Russian Academy of Sciences, where he was 
handed a ballot by an electoral worker wearing a surgical mask and gloves. SPUTNIK/AFP
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T
HE Covid-19 pandemic is 
caused by severe acute respi-
ratory syndrome coronavirus 
2 (SARS-CoV-2), and its cases 

have been on a rapid rise in the Philip-
pines since March. Simultaneously, the 
Philippines is facing a probable out-
break of dengue fever, a known tropical 
disease which normally kicks in during 
wet season but is recently believed to 
be present all year round. It is currently 
on its record high in Singapore.

In August last year, the Department 
of Health (DOH) declared a national 
dengue fever epidemic, sounding a 
public health alarm when it recorded 
more than 146,000 dengue cases dur-
ing the first half of last year, or a 
whopping 98-per cent increase com-
pared to the same period in 2018, 
with more than 700 deaths. 

unknown to many, there are now 
two species of mosquitoes that carry 
the dengue virus, according to the 
DOH website: Aedes aegypti and 
Aedes albopictus.

Dengue fever (DF) or dengue hem-
orrhagic fever (DHF), which affects 
the body’s multi-organ system, is dif-
ficult to distinguish from Covid-19 
because they share similar clinical 
and laboratory features, according to 
Dr Rey D Acis, president of the Phil-
ippine College of Integrative Medi-

cine and Homotoxicology (PCIMH). 
In other countries, for example, 

many frontliners described cases that 
were wrongly diagnosed as dengue but 
later confirmed to be Covid-19, and 
perhaps vice versa. Hence, research on 
co-infections with arboviruses and 
SARS-CoV-2 need to be done immedi-
ately and thoroughly for our health 
experts, policymakers and implement-
ers to consider in their tasks.

In the midst of this complex epide-
miological scenario, the Philip-
pines’ already fragile healthcare 

system is facing the risk of collapse 
amid multiple socioeconomic 
issues, like the grievances of private 
hospitals over PhilHealth. With mil-
lions of Filipinos depending entirely 
on PhilHealth, this scenario can 
certainly be critical as people begin 
to ask which agency or government 
entity will shoulder the cost of hos-
pitalisation due to dengue fever 
once Philhealth’s funds no longer 
allow it.

If dengue fever outbreak starts, this 
burden would be even greater, espe-

cially among cities and municipalities 
since the country’s healthcare system 
has been devolved to the local govern-
ments. Covid-19 alone has great 
potential to overwhelm the country’s 
health system, only in our fourth 
month of battle against the virus.

Another concern is the critical uti-
lisation rate of hospitals and their 
ICu surge capacity, based on the 
assumption that a secondary Covid-
19 transmission might occur aside 
from the reported ongoing surge of 
active coronavirus patients in our 
cities due to wider testing coverage 
being conducted.

With the number of active Covid-19 
patients still on the rise, there may 
not be enough intensive care units to 
accommodate even 30 per cent of 
hospitalised patients with dengue, 
and other patients needing critical 
care that impact on Covid-19 patients 
in hospitals. The lack of specific diag-
nostic tests, especially the real-time 
RT-PCR, would also make it challeng-
ing for all concerned.

The availability of a vaccine for both 
dengue and Covid-19 is still uncertain. 
The authorities should remain vigi-
lant, proactive, and on top of the 
game to prevent another health crisis 
looming on the horizon to happen. 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

WITH so many convenient 
plastic products available in 
our daily life, discarding such 
waste has become a global 
issue. Efforts should be made 
to reduce as much as possi-
ble the amount of plastic 
consumed.

Starting Wednesday, plastic 
shopping bags in japan now 
cost money in principle. These 
bags, which customers have 
taken for granted they would 
get for free when shopping at 
supermarkets and conven-
ience stores, have to be pur-
chased for about ¥2 to ¥5 
(0.019 to  0.047 uS cents) each. 
This move can be described as 
a major step in the history of 
environmental measures.

It has not been stipulated 
how companies should use the 
money collected from charging 
for plastic shopping bags, but 

some are applying it to activi-
ties to protect the environment. 
It is important for businesses to 
promote their position in this 
regard, to gain understanding 
from customers.

Charging for plastic shop-
ping bags has been prompted 
by the serious level of marine 
pollution. Plastic waste does 
not decay, and is washed 
ashore around the world. It 
has also been discovered in 
the stomachs of whales and 
seabirds. There are further 
concerns over what impact 
microplastics – very small 
fragments of plastic broken 
down by waves and sunlight – 
will have on the ecosystem.

European countries have 
already imposed some regula-
tions on plastic shopping 
bags. In japan, shops in Toya-
ma and yamanashi prefec-

tures became pioneers in 
2008 in charging for these 
bags. This policy later spread 
to other prefectures and 
municipalities, and some 
supermarket chains and other 
businesses started charging 
for such bags on their own. 

Bags such as those contain-
ing 25 per cent or more of 
biomass, which includes 
plant-derived materials, are 
not subject to mandatory 
charges because they are 
deemed to have less impact 
on the environment.

yoshinoya Co, the operator 
of a gyudon beef-on-rice 
bowl restaurant chain, and 
McDonald’s Co (japan), 
among other companies, will 
reportedly continue to offer 
plastic bags free of charge by 
changing their materials. 
Their aim is to avoid confu-

sion at the counter and allow 
staff to serve customers as 
efficiently as possible.

Amid the Covid-19 pan-
demic, some consumers pre-
fer using plastic shopping 
bags to those they bring on 
their own for hygiene rea-
sons. Hopefully companies 
will consider appropriate 
measures depending on their 
type of business and the cir-
cumstances of their stores.

Plastic waste is a deep-root-
ed issue, as shopping bags 
account only for about two 
per cent of the total amount 
discarded. It is surely impor-
tant to recognise that charg-
ing for plastic shopping bags 
is only a part of what must be 
done regarding this issue.

It is essential to further pro-
mote, for example, efforts to 
reduce the amount of plastic 

used in food packages, con-
tainers, bottles, home appli-
ances and other items, as well 
as to recycle this material.

In the long term, it will be 
necessary to develop technol-
ogy that enables the low-cost 
production of plastic that eas-
ily breaks down and has no 
environmental impact.

Plastic is made from petro-
leum. It should not be forgot-
ten that incinerating plastic 
releases carbon dioxide and 
causes global warming.

japan ranks second in the 
world after the uS in terms of 
the volume of plastic waste 
per capita. Hopefully manda-
tory charges for plastic shop-
ping bags will serve as an 
opportunity to review our 
plastic-dependent lifestyle. 
THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN (JAPAN)/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Ron Enrilenarca, Health Reform & Advocacy 
Group, Philippine College of Integrative 
Medicine and Homotoxicology.

Opinion
Ron Enrilenarca 

Dengue, Covid-19 combo could 
crash Philippine healthcare system

Charging for plastic bags a major step 

According to the Philippines’ Department of Health, there are now two species of mosquitoes 
that carry the dengue virus: Aedes aegypti and Aedes albopictus. AfP



W
HILE her 
friends sleep off 
hangovers, 23-
year-old Van-

essa Peduzzi is doing a dawn 
check on her livestock, one of 
a growing number of Italian 
youths ditching the fast lane 
for a farmer’s life.

“It’s a tiring, demanding job, 
but I like it,” she told AFP as 
she walked through the wood-
lined pastures high above 
Lake Como in northern Italy 
to show off the building she 
is slowly restoring and trans-
forming into a farmhouse.

“I chose this life. This is where 
I want to be, surrounded by na-
ture and animals,” she said.

Peduzzi is a trained chef, 
but has downed her ladles to 
become a donkey and cow 
breeder instead in Alpe Bed-
olo, some 813m above sea 
level, near the border with 
Switzerland.

“I started last year with two 
little donkeys. I didn’t have any 
land or a stable, so I had a friend 
lend me a meadow,” she said.

“The situation has got a bit 
out of hand,” she laughed. She 
now owns some 20 donkeys – 
15 of which are pregnant – as 
well as about 10 cows, five 
calves and five heifers.

‘Not an easy choice’
Jacopo Fontaneto, of Italy’s 

main agricultural union Cold-
iretti, said after years of moun-
tain life being out of favour 
among Italians, “we have seen 
a good return of young people 
in the last 10 to 20 years”.

There has been a 12 per cent 
rise in the number of people 
under 35 at the helm of agri-
cultural businesses in the past 
five years, Coldiretti said in a 
study of data from last year.

It said women make up al-
most a third of the total of 
new entries to farming.

The sector was seen as “ripe 
for innovation” and working 
the land “is no longer con-
sidered the last resort of the 
uneducated” but something 
parents would be proud of.

Nonetheless, Fontaneto ad-
mits: “It’s not an easy choice.”

Instead of computer screens 
or checkout tills, those on re-
mote pastures stare at “the 
most beautiful countryside 
you can dream of”, but it is 

also “a life of sacrifice”, with 
little opportunity for wild 
nights on the town, he said.

Youngsters can also help 
modernise the profession by 
bringing in new technologies 
or investing in online sales.

Though it can be a lonely 
existence, Peduzzi has made 
friends on the job – all of 
her donkeys and cows have 
names, she said fondly, as she 
introduced Beatrice, Silvana, 
Giulia, Tom and Jerry.

“I’ve had this passion since 
I was a little girl,” she said, 
stroking a black cow with dra-
matic white-ringed eyes.

“My grandparents, who had 
an inn, had dairy cows. They 
made butter, cheese. And as a 
child I used to accompany my 
father when he took his cows 
to the mountain pastures,” 
she remembered.

‘A goddess’
Peduzzi, wearing a colour-

ful bandanna and striding 
through the long grass, says 
her father was not pleased 

with her new career choice 
at first because he knows the 
challenges involved – but he 
has since come around.

She rises early. From 6:30am 
(0430 GMT) she is with her an-
imals, checking that they are 
well and giving them water.

“It’s not a walk in the park. 
Sometimes you have to call 
the vet, help the animals to 
give birth,” she said.

“When people my age are get-
ting ready on a Saturday to go 
out for drinks, I’m getting ready 
to go to the barn,” she added.

But she’s not alone. Her 34-
year-old partner is helping 
restore the farmhouse. And Pe-
duzzi said she would much pre-
fer to spend any day of the year 
in the fields than to have to face 
a shopping trip in town filled 
with noise, traffic and smog.

“Here, I feel like a goddess,” 
she said smiling.

For now, she sells animals 
and meat, but is hoping to 
expand soon to milking her 
cows and donkeys and mak-
ing cheese. AFP
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Walkie, no talkie: Japan city bans pedestrian phones
A TokYo suburb on Wednesday 
imposed Japan’s first ban on a 
habit seen around the world – 
pedestrians glued to their phone 
screens while walking, some-
times dangerously oblivious to 
their surroundings.

Visitors arriving at the rail-
way station in Yamato city 
were greeted with banners 
announcing the new prohibi-
tion, which applies to all foot 
journeys around the neigh-
bourhood’s public roads, 
squares and parks.

“using smartphones while 
walking is banned. Please 
operate your smartphones 
after you stop walking,” a 
recorded female voice cau-

tioned travellers.
There is no punishment for 

those unable to tear them-
selves away from their screens 
in the street but the suburb of 
240,000 wants to use the ordi-
nance to highlight the dangers 
of scrolling while strolling.

The unusual move appeared 
to have broad support from 
citizens both young and old, 
with very few people on the 
streets of Yamato spotted 
breaching the new rule.

“I often see people using 
mobiles while walking. They are 
not paying attention to things 
around them. Elderly people 
may not be able to dodge them,” 
said 64-year-old kenzo Mori.

“using a mobile phone is 
addictive . . . People seem to 
feel they cannot stop looking 
at their mobile and they have 
to feel connected with friends 
all the time,” he told AFP.

Teenager Arika Ina said she 
often saw people looking at 
their screens while walking 
and believed the habit was 
dangerous.

But she said people should be 
walking around without being in 
thrall to their phones as a matter 
of common decency, and ques-
tioned the need for legislation.

“I don’t think we need an 
ordinance to ban it. You can 
stop it by being a little bit more 
careful,” the 17-year-old said.

Research by Japanese mobile 
giant NTT Docomo Inc in 2014 
found that pedestrians lost 95 
per cent of their field of vision 
while staring down at a smart-
phone.

The company ran a computer 
simulation of what would occur 
if 1,500 people traversed the 
road outside Tokyo’s Shibuya 
station – the busiest pedestrian 
crossing in the world – while all 
simultaneously looking at their 
smartphones.

The results showed that two-
thirds would not make it to the 
other side without incident, 
with 446 person-to-person 
collisions and 103 people 
being knocked over. AFP

Pedruzzi is building a farmhouse in Alpe Bedolo near the Swiss border to care for her cows and donkeys. AFP

Vanessa Peduzzi prefers 
peaceful walks in her open 
meadow to the raucous 
nights on the town many of 
her peers indulge in. AFP

A man walks past a sign which reads in Japanese ‘Using mobile phones 
while walking is forbidden’ in Yamato city, Kanagawa prefecture. AFP

Young Italians 
pick cows over 
clubbing in Italy
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Bedouin, for one
  6 Grain husks
 11 Blazing
 14 TV studio sign
 15 They form central angles
 16 “How ___ you?”
 17 Boisterous celebration
 19 ATM need
 20 Haberdashery item
 21 Waited and wanted
 23 Infant Native American
 26 Antiknock fluids
 27 Doles out
 28 Insistence on traditional 

correctness
 30 Scotsman
 31 Argument
 32 Move back, as a tide
 35 Zeta’s follower
 36 Like Mona Lisa
 38 Second-smallest st.
 39 ___ Plaines, Ill.
 40 Be quiet, in scores
 41 Royal honorific
 42 “At the ___ Core” (Burroughs 

novel)
 44 Make harmonious

 46 Out-of-date
 48 Feeling such a fool
 49 Martin’s partner in classic TV
 50 Less difficult
 52 “Do ___ say, not ...”
 53 Welcoming warmly
 58 “___ the Good Times Roll”
 59 Like many a Poe tale
 60 Winter warmer-upper
 61 Cry in “A Christmas Carol”
 62 Parks, Bonheur and Ponselle
 63 Abrasive board
DOWN
  1 ___ de plume
  2 Common tip jar item
  3 Disfigure
  4 Reduce engine heat
  5 Timber problem
  6 Have a  

hankering for
  7 Maori war dance
  8 Way in for a miner
  9 Fish propeller
 10 Engaged in combat
 11 What an arbitrator hopes  

to find
 12 Corbeled bay window
 13 Guards, as a hockey goal

 18 A pope may lead it
 22 Surprise cries
 23 Called by loudspeaker
 24 Get ___ start (run behind)
 25 Happy about
 26 “___ go bragh”
 28 Whines
 29 Feet or tons, e.g.
 31 Having a fortune
 33 Swiss capital, to the Swiss
 34 Run, as a dye
 36 Less familiar
 37 Actor Dillon
 41 Hollywood hopeful’s hope
 43 “It just came to me!”
 44 Where to find most humans
 45 From that point on
 46 Big name in dental products
 47 “___ turn” (unlucky board game 

activity)
 48 “... ___, dust to dust”
 50 They’re good  

listeners
 51 Hit ballad for Sarah McLachlan
 54 Summer zodiac sign
 55 Beverage cooler
 56 Neither go-with
 57 Writer Talese

“JOY TO THE WORLD” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

A man prays at Hagia Sophia in Istanbul, once the holy centrepiece of Byzantine Christianity. AFP

Tourists depart Hagia Sophia, a UNESCO World Heritage site. AFP

Five things to know 
about Hagia Sophia
A 

TOP Turkish court 
on Thursday delayed 
a decision on the 
status of the Hagia 

Sophia, the world-famous 
Istanbul landmark which is 
now a museum after serving 
as a church and a mosque.

Following a hearing lasting 
a mere 17 minutes, the court 
announced that it would 
make a ruling within 15 days 
on whether the  Hagia So-
phia will be converted into a 
mosque.

Here are five things to know 
about the Hagia Sophia:

What is the Hagia Sophia?
The edifice was first built 

as a church between 532 and 
537AD under emperor justin-
ian I and is considered the 
most important Byzantine 
structure.

After the Ottoman con-
quest of Constantinople (now 
Istanbul) in 1453, it was con-
verted into a mosque before 
being opened as a museum in 
1935 after the secular modern 
Turkish republic was estab-
lished in 1923.

It was added to the list of 
uNESCO world heritage sites 
in 1985.

What is its official status now? 
The Hagia Sophia remains 

a museum and hosts millions 
of tourists every year.

It was Turkey’s most popu-
lar tourist attraction last year 
with 3.8 million visitors.

There has been more reli-
gious activity inside the mu-
seum in recent years – Erdo-

gan recited the first verse of 
the Quran in 2018.

Why has this become an issue 
now?

There has been a long legal 
process leading up to Thurs-
day’s hearing.

The Constitutional Court in 
September 2018 turned down a 
plea by an independent heritage 
association to open the building 
up for Muslim worshipping.

The main opposition secu-
lar Republican People’s Party 
(CHP) has accused the gov-
ernment of using the issue to 
distract voters from economic 
woes and other issues follow-
ing the coronavirus pandemic.

“Erdogan appears to be re-
sponding to a drop in voter 
support, which is likely a fall-
out of Turkey’s Covid-19-in-
duced economic downturn,” 
said Tugba Tanyeri Erdemir, a 
research associate at the uni-
versity of Pittsburgh.

Erdogan’s supporters praised 
him for getting involved with 
lavish celebrations this year 
for the anniversary of the 1453 
conquest of Constantinople, 
encouraging him to be more 
proactive, said Erdemir.

As early as 1994 when he 
was running for mayor of Is-
tanbul, Erdogan promised to 
open the building to Muslim 
worshippers.

What is the international 
community’s position?

The uS and neighbouring 
Greece, which keeps a close 
eye on the state of Byzantine 
heritage in Istanbul, have ex-

pressed concern over a pos-
sible status change.

“We call on the Govt of 
#Turkey to maintain it as a 
@uNESCO World Heritage 
site & to maintain accessibili-
ty to all in its current status as 
a museum,” Sam Brownback, 
the uS ambassador-at-large 
for international religious 
freedom, tweeted on june 25.

After passages from the Quran 
were read inside the Hagia So-
phia, the Greek foreign ministry 
said it was “an unacceptable at-
tempt to alter the site’s designa-
tion as a monument” and “also 
an affront to the religious senti-
ment of Christians” worldwide.

A ruling to change the status 
would hurt Turkish-Greek rela-
tions, which are already strained 
over migration and drilling in 
the eastern Mediterranean.

What would it change for 
visitors?

Tourists could still visit 
the Hagia Sophia even if it is 
transformed into a mosque as 
they are able to see the Blue 
Mosque nearby.

But the example of the 
Hagia Sophia of Trabzon in 
northern Turkey, opened to 
Muslim worship in 2013, may 
give pause for thought.

“The number of visitors 
dropped significantly follow-
ing its transformation into a 
mosque, especially because 
visitors could no longer ap-
preciate the church’s famous 
frescoes,” Erdemir said, add-
ing that this had a negative 
impact on locals who depend 
on tourism revenues. AFP
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Giannis Antetokounmpo believes winning this season’s NBA crown will be harder than ever and should not be diminished. NBAE/GEtty imAGEs/Afp

Bucks’ Antetokounmpo ready 
for ‘toughest’ NBA challenge
M

IlWAuKEE Bucks 
star Giannis An-
t e t o k o u n m p o 
believes winning 

this season’s NBA crown will 
be harder than ever, dismiss-
ing suggestions a champion-
ship victory will be diminished 
by the coronavirus shutdown.

As 22 teams prepare to head 
for Orlando for the NBA’s re-
start on july 30, some critics 
have argued that the four-
month pandemic shutdown 
means there will forever be 
an asterisk against the even-
tual winners.

However, Antetokounmpo is 
in the opposite camp insisting 
that the unique circumstanc-
es of the campaign make it the 
“toughest” NBA champion-
ship in history to claim.

“I feel like a lot of people say 

that there’s gonna be a star next 
to this championship,” reign-
ing NBA MVP Antetokounmpo 
said on a conference call ac-
cording to ESPN.

“I feel like, at the end of the 
day, this is gonna be the tough-
est championship you could 
ever win – because the circum-
stances are really, really tough 
right now. So, whoever wants it 
more is going to be able to go 
out there and take it.”

NBA teams playing in Orlan-
do will be kept in a “bubble” at 
Disney World for the remain-
der of the season, with lim-
ited family contact during this 
time, according to reports.

Antetokounmpo believes 
that will only add to the chal-
lenge over the final months of 
the season.

“I feel like, as I said before, 

this is the toughest title,” An-
tetokounmpo said. “Obvious-
ly, you go somewhere without 
your family for four months, 
three months, and you haven’t 
played basketball for three-
and-a-half, four months.

“Obviously, whoever team 
wants it more, has gotta be 
mentally prepared for all the 
situations and gotta go out 
there and execute.

“Whoever wants it more, 
whoever is mentally prepared 
for all this, what’s going on in 
Orlando, that’s the team that’s 
gonna come out on top.”

Antetokounmpo mean-
while is unfazed by the esca-
lating coronavirus situation 
in Florida, where cases have 
skyrocketed in the weeks 
since the NBA confirmed its 
return to action.

“Everybody has concerns 
about their health,” he said. 
“Nobody wants to put them-
selves in risk out there, but at 
the end of the day, that’s what 
the NBA chose, and we’re 
gonna resume the games, and 
we’ve all gotta do our job.

“And my job is to play bas-
ketball and go out there and 
support my teammates, and 
represent the city. But for sure, 
I think me, my teammates, my 
family – especially my mom – 
everybody has concerns about 
our health, and my health.”

The Bucks head into the re-
start as the favorites to reach 
the NBA Finals from the East-
ern Conference. The Bucks 
led the East by 6.5 games 
when the season was halted 
in March, with a record of 53 
wins and only 12 losses. Afp

The NHL still hopes the Stanley Cup will be hoisted somewhere this 
season and the league is eyeing Canadian hubs. GEtty imAGEs/Afp

THE National Hockey league 
(NHl) favours Toronto and 
Edmonton as hub cities for its 
return from a Covid-19 shut-
down and in a separate devel-
opment is planning to send 
players to the 2022 and 2026 
Olympics, multiple reports 
said on Wednesday.

Canada’s The Sports Net-
work and ESPN reported that 
the league wants the two Ca-
nadian cities as hosts for East-
ern and Western Conference 
playoff games in its restart 
plan, which is set to see train-
ing camps open on july 10.

The NHl had reportedly 
trimmed its candidates for 
hub hosts to those two mar-
kets plus Chicago and las Ve-
gas, but rising Covid-19 posi-
tive cases have been reported 
at record levels in the uS in 
the past week.

No deal will be official until 
the league and NHl Players 
Association sign and ratify 
a new collective bargaining 
agreement.

TSN also reported the ten-
tative deal would allow NHl 
players to participate in the 
2022 Beijing and 2026 Milan-
Cortina Winter Olympics after 
the league skipped the 2018 
Pyeongchang Winter Games. 

NHl players had competed in 
every Olympics starting at Na-

gano in 1998 until two years ago.
The NHl shut down its 2019-

2020 season on March 12 over 
Covid-19 concerns with just 
over three weeks remaining 
in the campaign ahead of two 
months of Stanley Cup playoffs.

An NHl return to the ice 
plan will send 12 teams each 
from the East and West into 
bubble environments with 
daily testing in two hub cities.

The top four teams in each 
conference will play each other 
to determine playoff seedings 
while the other eight clubs 
meet in best-of-five play-in se-
ries, those winners facing the 
higher seeds to start the best-
of-seven playoff rounds.

The NHl has not an-
nounced a return timetable 
other than planning to have 
teams gather next week to be-
gin workouts.

The league and union have 
worked on a new collective 
bargaining deal and report-
edly could have it ready for 
signing by Friday or Saturday.

Terms reportedly include a 
return opt-out option for any 
player and an extension of all 
contracts that were due to ex-
pire Wednesday.

The NHl is likely to stage 
the Stanley Cup Final in Oc-
tober, more than a year after 
the season launched. Afp

Media reports: NHl 
eyeing Canadian hub 
cities, Olympic return

Russian Athletics misses deadline to pay doping fine
RuSSIA’S Athletics Federation 
(Rusaf ) missed the deadline 
on Wednesday to pay part of a 
million-dollar fine handed 
down by the world athletics 
body, jeopardising some Rus-
sian athletes’ hopes of com-
peting internationally. 

“Rusaf does not have the 
money to pay the fines 
imposed by World Athletics,” 
the federation’s president 
yevgeny yurchenko told state 
news agency TASS.

He dismissed the federa-
tion’s “numerous critics”, say-
ing his organisation “did eve-
rything possible” to source the 
money and pay the sum.

Russia was given the july 1 
deadline to pay $5 million – 
part of a fine imposed for 
breaching anti-doping rules – 
in order for the country’s clean 
athletes to be able to qualify to 
compete under a neutral flag.

The approval process for 
neutral athletes was put on 
hold last November after World 
Athletics said Rusaf had 
obstructed ongoing anti-dop-
ing investigations.

Russia has been fighting for 
readmission to World Athletics 
since it was banned in 2015 over 
repeated doping scandals.

Russia’s athletes missed the 
2016 Olympic Games over the 

ban and were anticipating the 
Wednesday deadline with con-
cerns over their participation in 
the Tokyo Games, now resched-
uled for August next year due to 
the coronavirus pandemic.

In a statement published on 
social media, Rusaf said the 
federation’s presidium held a 
meeting on Tuesday, but did 
not specify whether the fine 
was discussed.

Athletes reacted to the post 
with exasperation and criticism. 
Pole vaulter Anzhelika Sidorova 
commented on Instagram with 
a face-palm emoticon, while 
heptathlete Artem Makarenko 
posted a picture of a coffin.

World champion high jump-
er Maria lasitskene blasted 
yurchenko, who was elected 
president in February on the 
promise to overhaul the fed-
eration and convince World 
Athletics to allow clean Rus-
sian athletes to compete.

yurchenko “betrayed clean 
athletes”, said lasitskene, who 
has emerged as a leading Rusaf 
critic and voice for clean Rus-
sian athletes.

lasitskene, Sidorova and hur-
dler Sergey Shubenkov last month 
wrote a letter to President Vladimir 
Putin, urging him to take note 
of the “catastrophic situation” 
in Russian athletics. Afp

Russian Minister of Sport Oleg Matytsin attends a conference on Russia’s 
athletic federation. Afp
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