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Ry Sochan

PRIME Minister Hun Sen has warned he 
will get tough against village, commune 
and district authorities if they register 
relatives who are not poor for the cash 
handout programme the government 
implemented to help vulnerable fami-
lies during the Covid-19 pandemic.

He said to guarantee transparency 
and integrity in delivering the cash 
handouts, he had issued a strict or-

der to the authorities at all levels to 
perform their work properly and 
with the utmost consistency.

To ensure poor people experienc-
ing real difficulties get government 
assistance, a working group had 
updated the registry of poor and 
vulnerable people, he said in a Face-
book post on Tuesday.

“I will take tougher action and will 
not forgive them [authorities] if any 
irregularities are found in any village, 

commune, or district. [Local authori-
ties] have to avoid colluding with 
their relatives who are not poor to get 
this cash handout,” the post said.

The prime minister stressed that the 
work would completely depend on lo-
cal authorities, including village chiefs 
and commune and district councils.

Hun Sen launched the cash hand-
out programme on June 24 to assist

Measles cases rise sharply

PM: Don’t dupe cash handouts

Khorn Savi

C
AMBODIA has recorded 341 
measles cases in the first four 
months of this year, a signifi-
cant increase from just 44 

cases in the same period last year.  
The World Health Organisation 

(WHO) confirmed the total on Monday 
and reported that 65 per cent of those 
infected had not been vaccinated.

“During the pandemic, it is more 
important than ever to maintain rou-
tine immunisation services to protect 
children and the community or face 
the risk of an increase in vaccine-
preventable disease outbreaks like 

measles,” said WHO Representative 
to Cambodia Dr Li Ailan.

Measles has surged globally in recent 
years. Although Cambodia received its 
measles elimination status in 2015, it is 
not immune from a resurgence, it said.

 WHO reports that most Cambodians 
are immunised at health centres and hos-
pitals, which conduct routine immunisa-
tions according to regular schedules.

Still, along with measles, Cambodia 
also faces rubella and pertussis out-
breaks. Officials warn that children must 
be immunised from these diseases to 
avoid additional strain on the public 
health system during the pandemic.

The Cambodia Ministry of Health 

established the National Immunisation 
Programme (NIP) to expand Cambo-
dia’s immunisation services in 2000.

The programme promotes the well-
being of all Cambodians by control-
ling, eliminating or eradicating tar-
geted vaccine-preventable diseases.

NIP, WHO, UNICEF and other partners 
work together closely to coordinate the 
programme’s immunisation activities.

Those organisations and other part-
ners also visit communities to conduct 
catch-up vaccinations and reach chil-
dren that are less likely to visit health 
centres and hospitals, such as in Cham 
and Vietnamese communities. 

The teams also advise the communi-

ties to learn about how to protect them-
selves from Covid-19, said the WHO. 

The Ministry of Health’s NIP man-
ager Ork Vichit declined to comment 
on Tuesday, referring questions to min-
istry spokesperson Or Vandine and Ly 
Sovann. But the two officials did not 
respond to The Post by press time.

Measles is highly contagious and 
predominantly responsible for acute 
respiratory diseases.

WHO said most who die from mea-
sles are children under the age of five.

From 2000 to 2018, the vaccine 
against measles saved the lives of 
more than 23 million people through-
out the world, it said.
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life saver
fishermen are recued after their boats sank in preah sihanouk province. two fishing boats sank in rough seas near 
Koh thas (island) on Monday while five fishermen were rescued by a tour boat. FACEBOOK

India bans 
59 Chinese 
mobile apps 
for ‘security’
INDIA on Monday banned 59 Chi-
nese mobile apps, including the 
wildly popular TikTok and WeChat, 
over national security and privacy 
concerns two weeks after a deadly 
Himalayan border clash between the 
nuclear-armed neighbours.

Relations between the world’s two 
most populous nations have been 
strained following the deaths of 20 
Indian troops and an unknown number 
of Chinese ones in hand-to-hand com-
bat on the western end of the high-alti-
tude, contested border in mid-June.

China has declined to reveal its 
casualties despite some Chinese 
news reports putting it at over 40.

The Ministry of Information Tech-
nology said in a statement:  “The apps 
are engaged in activities prejudicial 
to the sovereignty and integrity of 
India, defence of India, security of 
state and public order.

“[India] has decided to disallow the 
usage of certain apps. This decision is 
a targeted move to ensure the safety and 
sovereignty of Indian cyberspace.”

The statement said the move was 
taken after the ministry received sev-
eral complaints alleging theft of users’ 
data and violations of user privacy.

It was unclear when the ban would 
come into force.

Most of the applications are highly 
popular in India, including ByteD-
ance-owned video-sharing apps Tik-
Tok and Helo, file-sharing app SHA-
REit and Alibaba’s UC browser and 
UC News, with a combined user base 
of more than half a billion.

There are estimated to be about 120 
million TikTok users in India, making 
the South Asian nation of 1.3 billion 
people the app’s biggest internation-
al market. AFP
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Niem Chheng

THE president of the Royal Acad-
emy of Cambodia (RAC) Sok Touch 
asked all ministries and institutions 
to consult with the National Council 
of Khmer Language (NCKL) before 
creating a new word.

Touch said the request was made 
to prevent mistakes and keep the 
public from blaming the RAC for 
misused words as the NCKL comes 
under its purview.

At the press conference, which 
detailed the progress of the NCKL, 
he said some ministries had pre-
pared documents which had been 
approved by the National Assem-
bly but contained new words not 
brought to the attention of the RAC.

He said the public often criticised 
the RAC for incorrect terminology.

Touch thanked the Ministry of En-
vironment for always consulting with 
the NCKL concerning new words but 
criticized other ministries and in-
stitutions for developing new words 
without conferring with the RAC.

He said relevant institutions need 
to submit documentation for new 
words and initiate a dialogue before 
they start using them because some 
words cannot be understood and 
need explanations. He referenced a 
recent document approved by the 
Ministry of the Interior which con-
tained made-up words.

Touch said institutions must con-
sult with the Social Science and Real 
Science groups of the NCKL to work 
towards a joint decision on new 
words.

“Please send the form to be approved 
in the NCKL, so that the responsibility 

is for everyone [not just the RAC].
“Don’t just mention only one of-

ficial and say that you’ve called the 
RAC. The RAC receives the blame 
but the NCKL doesn’t know about 
the matter. That’s the problem, so 
let’s stop it,” he said.

NCKL president Hean Sokhom, 
said it can have a meeting once a 
week to review and decide on new 
words. Generally, each meeting can 
agree on between one and 10 new 
terms depending on the complexity 

of the words and the discussion.
He said ministries and private in-

stitutions can request the NCKL to 
assist in the creation of new terms 
before they use them.

He said the NCKL has published 
more than 3,000 new words, and 
4,000 more have yet to be approved. 
All new terms will be included in an 
online database from 2021.

The RAC said the NCKL has pub-
lished 11 newsletters and 11 techni-
cal glossaries defining words.

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

BANTEAY Meanchey police 
on Tuesday sent a couple 
and more than 6,000 meth-
amphetamine pills being evi-
dence to the provincial court. 

Provincial deputy police 
chief Ngeng Sochea, who is in 
charge of drug offences, told 
The Post the suspects Chhin 
Sampov, 51, and his wife Tuy 
Sothea, 47, live in Teuk Thla 
commune, in Sisophon town. 
They were arrested at home 
on Sunday with the pills and 
100g of other drugs.

“We observed the couple 
for months before arresting 
them. Residents told us they 
are drug traffickers,” Sochea 
said. He said police acted as if 
they were drug buyers to col-
lect evidence. 

“When police arrested Sam-
pov, they retrieved more than 
30 packets of drugs. “After 
questioning, it was decided 
to send the couple to court 
for drug trafficking,” he said. 

Banteay Meanchey Provin-
cial Court spokesman Teng Sa-
mai told The Post on Tuesday 
that the court has not charged 
them yet. “The case is under 
investigation,” he said. 
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‘Heading’ for safety
A man transports disposable styrofoam food containers via remorque along Sothearos Boulevard as his companion sits on a pile of sacks and holds on to retain balance. HENG CHIVOAN

Police bust 
couple for 
pushing 
narcotics

Accused offender cites 
‘consensual sex’ as 
grounds for appeal
Kim Sarom

A man convicted of having sexual 
intercourse with a 14-year-old girl 
in Phnom Penh in 2017 requested 
an Appeal Court judge to reduce his 
sentence on Tuesday.

His lawyer maintained the sex 
was consensual and his client didn’t 
know her age.

At the hearing, Van Kanan, 27, told 
the judge that he and the victim 
lived in the same village and he had 
known her for four to five months.

He said they would frequently 
have romantic conversations and 
he never asked about her age. The 
victim allegedly told him that she 
was in the 10th grade at Santhomuk 
High School. He said she had a big 
body and was 1.6m tall.

Kanan allegedly invited the victim 
to his rented room in Por Sen Chey 
district’s Chaom Chao commune 
to take care of him because he felt 
unwell. At that time, Kanan said she 
agreed to have sex with him.

Kanan said: “I filed a complaint to 
the Appeal Court to lower my pun-
ishment to six months because I tru-
ly had [consensual] sex with her.”

Reading the Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court’s original report at the appeal 
hearing, presiding judge In Vanvibol 
said on February 1, 2017, at 2:30 pm, 
the victim went to the suspect’s room, 
where he raped her.

The report said on February 2, 
2017, the victim told her mother, 
who then filed a complaint to the 
police to detain Kanan.

The municipal court later changed 
its charge of aggravated rape to sexual 

intercourse with a minor under 15.
Kanan was sentenced to four years 

imprisonment and ordered to pay 
20 million riel ($4,857) to the victim 
as compensation.

Kanan filed an appeal because he 
deemed the punishment and fines 
to be excessive, judge Vanvibol said.

“The court required the victim to 
be present at the hearing [on Tues-
day]. The answer of the victim made 
the suspect go to prison, but the vic-
tim is absent,” said judge Vanvibol.

Prosecutor Chea Met said the vic-
tim also filed a complaint to the Ap-
peal Court because she believed she 
received too little compensation.

Met said: “The lower court’s deci-
sion was right. I would like the court 
to uphold its original judgment. 
Medical examinations proved that 
Kanan raped the victim,” he said.

The victim’s lawyer Sin Sovorn said: 
“The evidence sent to the police was 
a broken button and a broken pants 
zipper. The forensic evidence also 
showed that it was rape,” she said.

Sovorn said her client did not agree 
to the 20 million riel compensation 
and asked for 40 million instead. 

Kanan’s lawyer who declined to be 
identified said it was wrong to con-
sider the crime as juvenile rape.

He said the victim used to tell Kanan 
that she was 16 years old. Furthermore, 
she only told her parents about the al-
leged rape when they questioned her.

“My client is not a sex offender. He 
had sex with the girl under mutual 
agreement. May the court please lower 
the punishment,” the lawyer appealed.

judge Vanvibol said he will an-
nounce his decision on july 13.

RAC: Consult institutions 
before coining new words

RAC president Sok Touch has asked all ministries and institutions to consult with the 
National Council of Khmer Language (NCKL) before creating a new word. RAC
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Ministry drafts 
law for better 
management 
of Nat’l Police

Weather warning issued for seaside

Niem Chheng

MINISTRy of Interior officials 
are drafting a law that will 
establish new formalities and 
procedures for governing the 
National Police. 

The drafting of the law started 
last year at the request of interior 
minister Sar Kheng, spokesper-
son Phat Sophanit said on Tues-
day. But he said he did not have 
details on the law because it has 
been changed several times.

Ministry secretaries of state 
Bun Honn and Chan Ean led 
the working group that 
reviewed the draft law two 
weeks ago.

The working group was work-
ing to prepare a draft law but 
needs to do more study on the 
procedures and experiences 
applied by other ASEAN mem-
bers and Australia, according 
to the ministry’s website.

Honn said Australia had 
helped and shared experiences 
with the working group, but 
Cambodia needs to look at sim-
ilar laws in ASEAN countries.

“The draft law about the gov-
erning of the National Police 

has 18 chapters and 90 articles, 
created to set the formality for 
governing the National Police 
in protecting security, social 
order, life, rights and freedom, 
public and private properties 
to serve the interests of the 
state and the citizens,” the 
website said.

The ministry said the draft 
law has the scope to govern all 
police officials if no other law 
is made to invalidate this law.

Neither Honn nor Ean could 
be reached on Tuesday to elab-
orate on why the draft law is 
being made now. 

Cambodian Institute for 
Democracy director Pa Chan-
roeun said on Tuesday that he 
could not comment on the 
draft law because has not seen 
its contents.

“However, I expect that the 
law on the governing of the 
national police will be made 
based on the principle of polic-
ing a democratic society.

“This law should become the 
mechanism for strengthening 
and extending the perform-
ance and quality of the Nation-
al Police,” Chanroeun said.

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

PREAH Sihanouk officials are 
warning boat operators to be 
cautious about weather condi-
tions that cause strong winds 
and high waves that can sink 
vessels and even damage 
homes.

Two fishing boats sank in 
rough seas near Koh Thas 
(island) on Monday while five 
fishermen were rescued by 
tour boat captain Tea Vichet. 

Preah Sihanouk Provincial 
Hall spokesperson Kheang 
Phearum told The Post on 
Tuesday the sea has waves 
between 1.5m and 2m and 
there is also strong winds.

To avoid any possible dan-
gers, fishermen, boat opera-
tors and tourists who travel to 
any islands in the province, 
especially Koh Rong and Koh 
Rong Samloem must be cau-
tious, he said.

“As for the boats that sank on 

Monday, five people would 
have died if there was no inter-
vention from Vichet’s team,” 
Phearum said.

Vichet told The Post on Tues-
day that it took his team two 
hours to rescue the fishermen. 
“It was a hard rescue and it 
took time because the wind 
was very strong,” he said.

Kampot officials reported 30 
houses were damaged at Tra-
paing Pov village, Prek Tnort 
commune, in Teuk Chhou dis-

trict due to the heavy rains and 
strong wind on Monday. 

“The houses were damaged 
severely and six of them 
entirely. No one died or was 
injured,” Prek Tnort com-
mune chief Kong Bunra told 
The Post. 

The Ministry of Water 
Resource and Meteorology on 
Tuesday announced strong 
rain in the Kingdom, espe-
cially in regions near the sea, 
from july 1 to july 7.

Preah Sihanouk Provincial Hall spokesperson Kheang Phearum said the sea has waves between 1.5m and 2m. facebook



Body urged to boost tourism
Thou Vireak

M
INISTER of 
Tourism Thong 
Khon urged US-
ASEAN Business 

Council (US-ABC) members 
on Monday via video confer-
ence to invest in the Cambo-
dian tourism sector.

Khon presented several tour-
ism investment opportunities 
to the council, which is an advo-
cacy group to foster economic 
growth and trade ties between 

the US and ASEAN, and en-
couraged its members to invest 
in the tourism community and 
the ecotourism sector.

“US-ABC promised to pur-
sue investment opportunities 
in tourism during the Covid-19 
crisis and once it is over. We also 
requested that it continue to 
cooperate with the ministry on 
projects,” he said on Tuesday.

Leaders from well-known 
companies including Google, 
Visa, Agoda and Expedia Group 
attended the meeting with the 

idea of drafting a plan to re-es-
tablish tourism cooperation.

US-ASEAN senior vice-pres-
ident and regional managing 
director Michael W. Michala, 
a former US ambassador to 
Vietnam, said at the meeting 
that he would urge coopera-
tion with Cambodia to help 
solve business problems, ac-
cording to a press release.

Khon said Covid-19 has 
impacted tourism with 2,956 
businesses employing 45,405 
people closed or suspended 

across the country.
“Job loss has a very negative 

effect on the economy and 
society,” he said.

Cambodia earned more than 
$18 million in revenue from tick-
et sales to Angkor Archaeologi-
cal Park in the first five months 
of the year, a 64.18 per cent drop 
from the same period last year, 
according to a press release from 
the Angkor Enterprise.

The number of foreign tour-
ists – 386,093 – is down 65.46 
per cent year-on-year.

Cambodia earned more than $18 million in revenue from ticket sales to Angkor Archaeological Park in the first five months of the year. afp
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poor and vulnerable citizens 
who have been affected by the 
pandemic. 

He said more than 560,000 
social security cards classi-
fied citizens as Levels 1 or 2 
(on a scale of poverty). 

The government has to pay 
100 billion riel ($25 million) per 
month to assist them. 

Ministry of Planning 
spokesperson Nop Korna-
vuth could not be reached for 
comment on Tuesday.

Advocacy and Policy In-
stitute (API) director Lam 

Socheat expressed hope that 
the procedure to update poor 
people would not be influ-
enced by political trends.

He said Hun Sen’s remarks 
highlighted the resolve of the 
national government. He urged 
officials to identify real poor 
people and give them cash as-
sistance to avoid criticism. 

If money was diverted from 
poor people who needed it, 
he said they might resort to 
protests later.

“To avoid protests, criticism 
and complaints, we must fol-
low the correct procedure,” 
he said.

‘Misappropriation of 
cash handouts could 
lead to protests later’

Prime Minister Hun Sen said more than 560,000 social security cards 
classified citizens as Levels 1 or 2 (on a scale of poverty). Hean Rangsey

Businesses shut amid Covid 
exempted from ‘payments’
Long Kimmarita

THE Ministry of Labour and 
Vo c a t i o n a l  Tr a i n i n g 
announced that businesses 
closed due to  the Covid-19 
pandemic do not have to pay 
“damages” and “prior notice 
payments” to workers.

The explanation was a 
response to a request by the 
Garment Manufacturers Asso-
ciation in Cambodia (GMAC) 
to clarify the laws as stated in 
Article 82, 87, and 91 of the 
Labour Law.

The ministry’s letter to 
GMAC dated June 29 said the 
labour law states that econom-
ic hardship or any special dif-
ficulties that cause the suspen-
sion of activities for longer 

than two months allows for the 
suspension of employment 
contracts.

That means, the letter said, 
the economic consequences 
for factories and enterprises in 
the textile, garment, footwear, 
travel products and handbags 
business as a direct result of 
Covid-19 is a reason that may 
be considered for the termina-
tion of employment contracts.

The ministry’s Department 
of Labour Inspection director 
Ouk Chanthou said some fac-
tories were directly affected by 
Covid-19, which was the rea-
son that led to the cancellation 
of all orders, suspension of 
acceptance of manufactured 
goods and non-payment of 
contracts.

He said based on this situa-
tion, businesses do not have to 
pay damages and prior notice 
payments.

Collective Union of Move-
ment of Workers president Pav 
Sina expressed regret over the 
decision, saying it was not 
transparent to workers at all. 

He said it was not only the 
employer who is impacted by 
the Covid-19 crisis, so the Min-
istry of Labour should set up a 
dialogue between stakehold-
ers before deciding the bene-
fits that workers receive.

Sina expressed his desire for 
the employer to show the 
effects of the Covid-19 disease, 
of not having purchase orders 
or payments from buyers, so 
that companies wil not take 
advantage of workers.

“We want to be transparent 
because workers are seriously 
affected. We want to be trans-
parent because, as of this time, 
we have no report on how 
much GMAC has been impact-
ed.

“We would like to see all the 
information from the affected 
factories so the union also has 
the ability to communicate 
directly with the buyers,” he 
said.

Sina expressed concern that 
as the Ministry of Labour gives 
greater priority to employers, 
they will use these reasons to 
terminate workers and escape 
from paying benefits. “It is 
becoming easier to terminate 
workers,” he said.

Factories and enterprises that are closed due to  the pandemic do not 
have to pay damages and prior notice payments to workers. Hong Menea
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PREK Pnov district authori-
ties have denied a report by 
NGO Sahmakum Teang Tnaut 
(STT) which claims that it 
continued to evict poor fami-
lies from their homes over the 
past three months while they 
struggled financially due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 

An STT report seen by The 
Post on Monday said: “Many 
poor citizens were evicted even 
though they are facing financial 
crises caused by Covid-19.”  

STT released the 56-page 
report about eviction and re-
settlement in june. It analysed 
the process of evictions and 
resettlements from 1982 to 
last year in Phnom Penh with 
a focus on human rights.

It found that most evictions 
were not done according to 
the human rights standard 
set by the uN.

In several cases, it claimed 
that the authorities did not 
properly inform residents be-
fore they were evicted.

Continuously evicting poor 
citizens during the spread of 
Covid-19 indicated that the 
government is acting in con-
tradiction to human rights 
standards.

“On june 20, the authorities 
bulldozed citizens’ houses in 
Boeng Chhouk community. 
Our members tried to con-
sult with authorities, but they 
bulldozed 13 houses without 
prior discussion.

“On june 11, Prek Pnov Mil-
itary Police and authorities 
forcefully evicted about 100 
families from their shelters in 
the Boeung Tamok lake area.

“On April 24, authorities 
took a bulldozer to Boeung 
Samrong lake, where 18 fam-
ilies living there claimed they 
had been there since 1979,” 
said the report.

Prek Pnov district governor 
Sok Sambath told The Post 
that a sub-decree in 2007 des-
ignated the Boeung Samrong 
lake area as state property.

Municipal hall officials are 
working with related authori-
ties to renovate the area and 
build a new path around the 
lake, which measures 300ha. 

“It [the path] is 80 per cent 
complete. The state compen-
sated citizens for the cost of 
fish [raised by citizens] in the 
pond. We have compensated 
the price of each fish and we 
are 90 per cent done provid-
ing the compensation. No one 
was evicted,”  Sambath said.

STT executive director Soeung 
Saran claimed in the report that 
some poor citizens were badly 
affected by Covid-19 and many 
lost their jobs and income.

“STT calls for the government 
to consider stopping evictions 
of poor people until Covid-19 
and its effects have gone. After 
this pandemic, we call for the 
government to respect its own 
citizens’ rights and conduct 
consultations before evicting 
them,” he said.

NGO report: Gov’t 
wrong to evict poor

Family rejects VICE News 
report, defends daughter
Long Kimmarita

THE family of a 14-year-old girl 
who posted “fake news” about 
Covid-19 casualties at her school 
and was later made to make an 
apology video revealing the truth 
has denied VICE News reports 
that she dropped out of school 
because of the incident.

The girl’s mother, Neang 
Sophoan, said her daughter 
did not drop out of school.

The june 25 VICE News report 
said the young student named 
Mey felt ashamed and was un-
able to continue her studies as 
a result of the ordeal.

VICE News also linked the 
story to the detention of sev-
eral former opposition activ-
ists, claiming that the govern-
ment was restricting freedom 
while using Covid-19 as an 
excuse.

Sophoan told The Post that 
the reason her daughter is not 
attending school is that schools 
around the country are closed 
to prevent the spread of Covid-
19. Therefore, VICE News’ 
claim is not true, she said.

“My daughter is still study-
ing, but the school is sus-
pended. [This incident] is 
not a problem for my family. 
My daughter said it, but her 
friends shared the news. She 
[daughter] didn’t know [about 
sharing]. They didn’t know 
that it’s not right to post un-
verified news,” Sophoan said.

Mey sent a voice message to 
a chat group with her class-

mates in March, saying: “I want 
to ask all the people of Kampot 
to please wear your masks 
properly. Three people have 
died here already. So everyone 
needs to protect themselves.”

After posting the message, 
one of her friends in the chat 
group shared it publicly, sur-
prising social media users. 

upon receiving the in-
formation, Kampong Trach 
district police who verified 
that the claims were untrue, 
immediately went to Mey’s 
school and educated her.

Provincial Department of 
Education head Tak Hav told 
The Post on Monday that when 

a student breaks the rules, 
there are always repercussions. 
The case seriously affected na-
tional security, especially dur-
ing the Covid-19 outbreak, and 
filming a public apology was 
the most appropriate course of 
action, he said.

Hav told The Post that Mey 
was not negatively impacted 
by being told to issue a public 
apology. He said she was only 
instructed to tell the truth in 
her own words.

He confirmed that Mey couldn’t 
have dropped out of school be-
cause schools had been closed 
nationwide since March.

In her videotaped apology, 

Mey explained that her state-
ments were not true.

“I apologise to my two 
teachers for saying that in 
Hua Chheav school, there 
were three deaths from Covid-
19. Actually, no such cases 
have happened in our school. 
This information is not true. 
I heard it from other people 
too, Mey said in the video.

“I talked about the news, and 
I don’t know who spread my 
voice message to others. I would 
like to point out to all people on 
Facebook that this school has 
no coronavirus cases.”

Kampot and Kep provincial 
investigator at human rights 

organisation licadho ub So-
vanchanthorn said he did not 
support the spread of fake 
news, which has caused social 
chaos. He said the authorities’ 
measures for this case did not 
badly affect human rights.

“At first, she sent a message a 
through a Facebook chat group 
saying that there was someone 
infected at her school, and then 
we investigated and found it 
was not true.

“The authorities did not 
infringe much on her rights 
but just wanted the girl to 
clearly state that the infor-
mation was untrue,” Sovan-
chanthorn said.

One-stop vehicle ownership 
transfer process streamlined
Voun Dara

T
HE ministries of Pub-
lic Works and Trans-
port and Economy 
and Finance (MEF) 

are working to quicken the 
procedure of an inter-ministe-
rial parkas – “Formality and 
Procedure on the Transfer of 
Vehicle Ownership”.

The prakas is intended to 
streamline and centralise the 
process including the pay-
ment of stamp duties through 
an automated system to ac-
celerate the service.

The Ministry of Public 
Works’ General Depart-
ment of land Transport chief 
Chhuon Von told The Post on 
Monday that the new proce-
dures were the idea of Minis-
ter Sun Chanthol. It is being 
led by Minister of Economy 
and Finance Aun Pornmon-
iroth as per the government’s 
policy to improve the provi-
sion of public services.

No longer will owners have 
to go to the Ministry of Pub-
lic Works to prepare docu-
ments and to the Department 
of Taxation to pay the stamp 
duty and then return to the 
Ministry of Public Works to 
proceed with the transfer.

Von said: “In the past, our 
citizens who need a service 
for the transfer of vehicle 
ownership had to go back 

and forth between ministries 
to transfer vehicle ownership. 
Through the inter-ministerial 
parkas, they only need to go 
to one place to pay the stamp 
duty and make the transfer.”

Von said the timing of the roll-
out is up to the general depart-
ments of the two ministries.

“We are pushing for the pra-
kas to enter into force as soon 
as possible. For now, we can-
not confirm when it can be 
enforced because we need to 
wait for the leaders of the two 
ministries to decide,” he said.

Ministry of Public Works 
spokesman Heang Sothe-

ayuth said the idea is to re-
duce complicated procedures 
and save time for citizens.

“The new transfer proce-
dure will take only one day 
if there is no change of plate 
number and two to three days 
if there is a change of the plate 
number,” Heang said.

The prakas is intended to streamline and centralise the process including the payment of stamp duties 
through an automated system to accelerate the service. mpwt

My daughter’s friends didn’t 
know that it’s not right to post 

unverified news
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 18,100 18,280 18,280 18,020

2 GTI 3,300 3,300 3,300 3,300

3 PAS 16,000 16,000 16,000 15,800

4 PPAP 11,520 11,600 11,680 11,500

5 PPSP 2,350 2,280 2,360 2,280

6 PWSA 5,860 5,820 5,880 5,720

Date: June 30, 2020

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,100 1.3693 7.0742 107.71 4.2825 1.3968 30.88 0.6837 1.1213 1.2266

Investment 
in Thailand’s 
EEC drops 18% 
in January-May

THE number of firms registering 
in Thailand’s Eastern Economic 
Corridor (EEC) from January-

May this year dropped 13.35 per cent 
year-on-year to 2,731, Department 
of Business Development director-
general Vuttikrai Leewiraphan 
announced on Monday.

Their total registered capital was 
6.790 billion baht ($220 million), 
down 18.32 per cent year-on-year.

The EEC covers Chachoengsao, 
Rayong and Chonburi provinces.

The real estate sector tops the 
rankings of new EEC registrations with 
443 firms and total registered capital 
of 1.413 billion baht, followed by the 
construction sector with 202 firms and 
total capital of 321 million baht, and 
real estate agents at 124 with regis-
tered capital of 369 million baht.

The current number of registered 
businesses in the EEC is 74,073 with 
total capital of 1.959 billion baht. Of 
these, 54,357 are in Chonburi, 13,909 
in Rayong and 5,807 in Chachoengsao.

Foreign investment in EEC firms 
has reached 788.156 billion baht, 
representing 40.22 per cent of total 
investment in the corridor. Foreign-
ers can take a maximum 49.9 per 
cent stake in Thai companies.

Japan tops the EEC foreign invest-
ment rankings at 379.135 billion baht, 
followed by China at 83.767 billion baht 
and Singapore at 43.235 billion baht. 
THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Brakes put on auto imports
Hin Pisei

W
ITH the Covid-
19 pandemic 
cutting into 
the global ve-

hicle and parts manufactur-
ing industry and transform-
ing Cambodians’ spending 
habits, imports have seen a 
sharp decline this year.

Cambodia imported 
$600.903 million worth of ve-
hicles and parts in the first five 
months of the year, plunging 
17.39 per cent on a yearly ba-
sis from $727.358 million, data 
from the General Department 
of Customs and Excise show.

Broken down by catego-
ry, the Kingdom imported 
$96.654 million worth of 
motorbikes (down 15.43 
per cent year-on-year) and 
$251.385 million worth of 
cars (down 21.46 per cent).

It imported $17.448 mil-
lion worth of vehicles for 10 
or more passengers (down 
59.98 per cent), $171.065 
million worth of freight ve-
hicles (down 8.25 per cent) 
and $31.815 million worth of 
parts (down 12.74 per cent).

Imports of other vehicles 
were worth $32.536 million 
(up 22.86 per cent).

Ministry of Commerce 
spokesman Pen Sovicheat 
told The Post on Tuesday that 
the outbreak of Covid-19 had 

sapped the momentum of 
international trade in almost 
every country, notably that of 
non-agricultural products.

He said: “These slumps 
have become an overarching 
trend during these times.”

But as the world achieves 
and maintains better control 
over the Covid-19 situation, 
he said, signs of gradual re-
covery in import volumes 
have emerged.

“As Covid-19 eases, im-
ports are likely to take a big 

jump by the end of the year,” 
said Sovicheat.

Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce vice-president 
lim Heng said the domes-
tic market for vehicles had 
contracted significantly dur-
ing the Covid-19 era, and 
imports were expected to 
shrink accordingly.

“The Covid-19 disease has 
slashed demand for cars and 
motorbikes to almost zero,” 
he said, adding that lost in-
comes during the pandemic 

has forced people to think 
twice before investing in a 
new vehicle.

But once revenues return 
to pre-crisis levels, demand 
will rebound, he said.

Royal Academy of Cam-
bodia economics researcher 
Hong Vanak said the Covid-
19 crisis had roiled domestic 
demand and supply from 
producing countries.

“There are many reasons 
why the value of these im-
ports fell, including Cam-
bodians focusing a greater 
portion of their budget on 
food and trimming unneces-
sary spending, the strain on 
the logistics and transport 
sector, and factories abroad 
being hit by disruptions and 
uncertainties,” said Vanak.

He expressed his optimism 
that imports of vehicles and 
parts will see steady growth 
after the Covid-19 situation 
improves. “Things will likely 
return to growth once the 
borders open, but I do not 
anticipate a strong rebound.”

The Kingdom’s total im-
port and export volume was 
valued at $36.7 billion last 
year, data from the National 
Bank of Cambodia show.

Exports amounted to 
$14.53 billion and imports 
$22.19 billion, a year-on-year 
increase of 12.7 per cent and 
18.6 per cent, respectively.

Cambodia imported $600.903 million worth of vehicles and parts in 
the first five months of the year, down 17.39 per cent from $727.358 
million during the same period last year. HENG CHIVOAN

May Kunmakara

INSuRANCE and real estate 
operators have expressed 
their interest in listing on 
the Cambodia Securities Ex-
change (CSX), Securities and 
Exchange Commission of 
Cambodia (SECC) director-
general Sou Socheat said on 
Tuesday.

He told The Post that some 
of the companies in the two 
key sectors are in their initial 
planning and preparation 
stages to list corporate bonds 
and stocks on the CSX.

“We are working with the in-
surance and real estate com-
panies. Given how early in 
their preparation stages they 
are, we are unable to say at 
this time whether they will be 
ready by the end of the year or 
next year,” said Socheat, with-
out naming the companies.

CSX vice-chairman Ha jong-
weon also confirmed that 
there are several companies in 
the listing pipeline. They are 
working with their initial pub-
lic offering teams comprising 
an underwriter, an accounting 
firm and a legal firm.

“Some of them will submit 
documents to the CSX for re-
view soon. Some plan to list 
by this year and others to list 
early next year,” he said, with-
out disclosing further details

The CSX welcomed its first 
domestically listed company, 
the state-owned utility Phnom 
Penh Water Supply Authority 
(PWSA), on April 18, 2012.

As of the end of the first half 
of the year, the market has 12 
listed firms – six bond-listed 
companies and six stock-list-
ed companies.

The listed firms have raised 
$223 million in trading. Mar-
ket capitalisation increased 
58 per cent from $442 million 
in 2018 to around $701 mil-
lion last year. Trading volume 
increased nearly six-fold from 
$26,000 in 2018 to around 
$150,000 last year.

As of last year, there were 
five central counterparties 
in the derivatives market, 27 
derivatives brokers, five fund 
management companies 
and five trustees licensed by 
the SECC.

Insurance, 
real estate 
operators 
look to list

All clear for construction of 700MW coal plant
Thou Vireak

A 700MW coal-fired power plant in 
Preah Sihanouk province is set to begin 
construction soon, as authorities 
announce they have completed an envi-
ronmental and social impact review.

The $1.3 billion project is developed 
by Cambodia International Invest-
ment Development Group Co ltd 
(CIIDG), in coordination with partner 
Huadian Sihanoukville Power Gen-
eration Co ltd.

Huadian Sihanoukville Power Genera-
tion is a subsidiary of China Huadian Corp 
ltd, one of the five largest Chinese state-
owned power generation enterprises. 
China Huadian invested in the 338MW 
Russey Chrum Krom hydro-electric dam 
in Koh Kong province in 2009.

The project was approved by the 
Council of Ministers in May 2018 under 
a build-own-operate-transfer (BOOT) 
concession.

In BOOT projects, private entities 
receive a concession from the state to 

provide the capital for construction, 
design the project, build it to their spec-
ifications, own the facility and operate 
it for an agreed period of time.

At the end of that time, ownership of 
the facility reverts back to the govern-
ment and, presumably, revenues flow 
into public coffers.

Preah Sihanouk Provincial Hall 
spokesman Kheang Phearum told The 
Post on Tuesday that following comple-
tion of the impact review, provincial 
authorities met with CIIDG on Monday 
to discuss the results.

A national meeting will be held for final 
review and approval soon, he said.

The provincial administration sup-
ports the development of the power 
plant, which he said, will boost the 
province’s electricity supply.

“The project will greatly pay off for the 
people. It’ll create jobs for them and will 
also reduce electricity imports from 
neighbouring countries,” Phearum 
said, stressing the tourism and com-
mercial potential of the province.

The project will be built on 54.9ha of 
land in the province’s Stung Hav district, 
with construction scheduled to be com-
pleted by the end of 2022, he said.

“The power sector is absolutely central 
to the livelihoods of the people and fac-
tory business operators. The plant will 
provide electricity to Preah Sihanouk 
province and supply other provinces 
and Phnom Penh,” said Phearum.

In December, Electricite du Cam-
bodge (EdC) director-general Keo Rat-
tanak said the proposed power plant 
will be constructed in two phases, with 
each phase capable of producing about 
350MW (net) of baseload power.

Phase I is expected to be connected 
to the national grid by 2023, and Phase 
II is set to be integrated the following 
year, he said.

CIIDG already operates a $383 mil-
lion coal-fired power plant in Preah 
Sihanouk province. The 270MW capac-
ity plant was also split into two phases, 
with the second 135MW phase slated 
to be completed next year.

General Department of Energy direc-
tor-general Victor jona told The Post 
that the Kingdom generates most of its 
energy from hydropower dams and 
coal-fired plants, accounting for 
around 36-40 per cent and 32 per cent 
of power production, respectively.

The remainder, he said, comes from 
solar power and imports from neigh-
bouring countries.

He said the project will provide a sta-
ble base of electricity supply to all 
areas in need, such as housing, indus-
try, handicrafts and other services.

“The project will go ahead with the 
plan and a reasonable price can be 
acceptable in line with the govern-
ment’s electricity price reduction pol-
icy,” said jona.

The Kingdom’s power supply reached 
3,382MW last year, up 28 per cent from 
2,650.26MW in 2018, said a Ministry of 
Mines and Energy report.

This figure was 18 per cent higher 
than the Electricity Authority of Cam-
bodia’s 2,870MW target for the year.
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Vietnam’s economy unexpectedly expands
V

IETNAM’S gross 
domestic product 
(GDP) expanded 
1.81 per cent year-

on-year during the first half 
of this year, the lowest six-
month growth pace since 
2011, data from the General 
Statistics Office (GSO) show.

GSO deputy director-
general Nguyen Thi Huong 
told a press conference on 
Monday: “As the government 
prioritised the fight against 
the Covid-19 pandemic over 
economic growth, a positive 
growth rate in january-june 
still indicates strong efforts 
of both the government and 
society to maintain business 
operations while combating 
the Covid-19 pandemic.”

The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) slashed its 2020 
world economic growth fore-
cast further last week as the 
Covid-19 pandemic had great-
er damage to economic activ-
ity than initially predicted.

The IMF said it expected 
the global economy to recede 
by 4.9 per cent compared to 
a three per cent contraction 
previously forecast in April, 
adding that this prediction is 
much worse than during the 
2008-2009 financial crisis.

The organisation also fore-
cast sharp declines in GDP of 
large economies this year, with 
minus eight per cent for the uS’ 
GDP, -10.2 per cent for Europe, 
-7.8 per cent for Germany and 
-12.5 per cent for France.

The fund, however, has 

forecast Vietnam’s economy 
to grow 2.7 per cent this year, 
the highest in Asia.

Huong said that amid the 
gloomy forecasts for global 
economic growth, the posi-
tive GDP result for Vietnam 
had shown the determination 
and efforts of the country’s 
whole political system in the 
fight against pandemic and 
its priority for people’s health 
and lives, even at the expense 
of economic benefits.

She said: “This is a solid 
foundation for the Vietnamese 
economy to sustain growth 
and avoid contraction. The 

data show all-level authori-
ties, enterprises and people’s 
success in concurrently com-
bating the pandemic, main-
taining production and busi-
ness activities, and gradually 
bringing the economy to the 
pre-pandemic status.”

GSO reported on Monday 
that in the second quarter, 
Vietnam’s GDP rose by just 0.36 
per cent year-on-year, which 
was the lowest since quarterly 
records began in Vietnam 30 
years ago, said System of Na-
tional Accounts Department 
director Duong Manh Hung.

This was attributed to the 

economy being hit hardest 
by the Covid-19 pandemic in 
the second quarter, when the 
government ramped up so-
cial distancing measures, the 
GSO said.

It added that the agro-for-
estry-fisheries sector grew 1.72 
per cent, industry-construction 
rose 1.38 per cent, while the ser-
vices sector contracted 1.76 per 
cent between April and june.

In the january-june period, 
agriculture, forestry and fish-
ery increased by 1.19 per cent 
(contributing 11.89 per cent 
to overall growth), industry 
and construction rose by 2.98 

per cent (contributing 73.14 
per cent) and the service sec-
tor climbed by 0.57 per cent 
(contributing 14.97 per cent).

Manufacturing and pro-
cessing was the driving force 
of the economy in the first six 
months with an expansion 
of 4.96 per cent, along with 
wholesale and retail with a 
growth rate of 4.3 per cent, as 
well as finance, banking and 
insurance with 6.78 per cent.

Two months after the end of 
social distancing in Vietnam, 
economic activities have 
gradually returned to normal 
and led to a surge of 27.9 per 
cent month-on-month in new 
business formations to 13,700 
in june, said the GSO. 

june also witnessed a sharp 
month-on-month increase of 
23.4 per cent in combined reg-
istered capital to 139.1 trillion 
dong ($5.97 billion). Employ-
ees recruited by new enterpris-
es rose 9.4 per cent to 100,000.

However, the number of 
newly-established enterpris-
es in the first six months was 
more than 62,000 with regis-
tered capital of a combined 
697.1 trillion dong, down 7.3 
per cent in number and 19 per 
cent in value year-on-year.

Average registered capital 
per newly-established enter-
prise was 11.2 billion dong 
during this period, down 12.5 
per cent year-on-year.

The GSO noted that 25,200 
enterprises resumed opera-
tions, up 16.4 per cent against 
the comparable period last 

year, bringing the total num-
ber of newly-registered and re-
instated enterprises in the six-
month period to 87,200, down 
1.5 per cent year-on-year.

During this period, the 
number of enterprises that 
temporarily ceased opera-
tions surged 38.2 per cent 
year-on-year to 29,200.

The number of enterprises 
which completed procedures 
for bankruptcy fell five per 
cent to 7,400.

CPI rises 0.66%
Meanwhile, the country’s 

consumer prices in june 
climbed 0.66 per cent com-
pared to May and up 3.17 per 
cent compared to the same 
period last year.

The GSO’s Huong said seven 
out of 11 key commodity and 
services groups posted increas-
es, of which, transportation 
saw the highest increase as the 
prices of petroleum products 
climbed after a long losing 
streak since the lunar New year 
and the prices of pork contin-
ued to escalate in early june.

The Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) in the second quarter 
of this year fell 1.87 per cent 
compared to the previous 
quarter and surged 2.83 per 
cent compared to the same 
period last year.

In the first six months of this 
year, the average CPI jumped 
4.19 per cent year-on-year. 
This is the highest level re-
corded from 2016 to 2020. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Manufacturing and processing was the driving force of the economy in the first six months with an expansion 
of 4.96 per cent. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS
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REVISION of laos’ law on Tax 
will raise more taxes, result in 
more efficient enforcement of 
the law and ensure better inte-
gration with domestic sectors 
and the region.

This was the message from 
lao Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Finance Som-
dy Duangdy when address-
ing the National Assembly on 
Monday.

Changes to the law are also 
expected to boost productivity 
and ensure the accurate and 
full collection of taxes. This will 
bolster the state’s budget and 
thus strengthen national socio-
economic development.

Somdy explained the im-
portance of the tax law and 
the role it had played in tax 
collection over past decades.

“The existing law on Tax 
plays a significant role and is 
an important tool in tax man-
agement and revenue collec-
tion. Over time, it contributes 
to the implementation of na-
tional socio-economic devel-
opment plans,” he said.

The most important goals 
of the current tax law are to 
attract more investment, en-
sure effective business opera-
tions, promote production, 
and improve integration with 
the regional and international 
communities, he said.

He added that the tax law 
had resulted in an impressive 

contribution to revenue col-
lection in past years.

“In 2019 alone, the revenue 
collected from the tax and 
custom sectors contributed 
29.1 per cent of domestic in-
come, or 4.4 per cent of gross 
domestic product [GDP],” 
said Somdy, noting that this 
came from several categories 
of tax and customs duty.

He said the contribution of 
the current tax law was im-
measurable but that revision of 
some chapters and articles was 
required to ensure it was more 
compatible with other domes-
tic regulations and those of the 
region and the world.

“The existing law requires 
amendment because some 
of the content or messages 
in certain articles are not suf-
ficiently specific and can pro-
vide loopholes for personal 
gain and other undesirable 
outcomes,” said Somdy.

He said amendment of the 
law would not only enable 
greater compatibility with 
international treaty partners 
but closer association with 
the business sector and rev-
enue management.

It would also contribute to 
the overall reform of the fi-
nance sector until 2030 and 
the strategic development 
plan of the finance sector un-
til 2025, he said. VIENTIANE TIMES/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Revision of tax law 
set to boost revenue 
collection in lao PDR

Mainland allows cross-border 
wealth flows with HK, Macao
T

HE Chinese mainland moved 
to further deepen its economic 
ties to Hong Kong, allowing 
two-way, cross-border pur-

chases of wealth products.
As per detailed announced, a pilot 

programme will facilitate cross-border 
purchase of wealth management prod-
ucts (WMPs) by residents in the Guang-
dong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay 
Area (GBA), the People’s Bank of China 
(PBoC), the country’s central bank, 
said on Monday.

Regulators on Monday announced the 
kick off of a long anticipated programme 
dubbed “Wealth Management Connect”, 
which will allow residents of Hong Kong 
and Macao special administrative re-
gions and those living in nine cities on 
the mainland to buy financial products 
in each other’s markets.

This will help residents of the two off-
shore centres and those living in nine 
mainland cities to place accumulated 
cash across the border. Cross-boundary 
remittance under the programme will 
be handled in a “closed-loop” through 
the bundling of designated remittance 
and investment accounts, the PBoC said 
in a joint statement with the monetary 
authorities of Hong Kong and Macao.

Chinese mainland residents in the 
GBA will be allowed to open special 
investment accounts with the banks 
in Hong Kong and Macao to buy their 
qualified WMPs, while residents in Hong 
Kong and Macao can buy WMPs sold by 
mainland banks operating in the GBA, 
the PBoC said in an online statement.

It said cross-border capital flow under 
the programme will be capped, while 

individual investors will be granted a 
quota on their WMP investments.

Fund flows under the northbound and 
southbound connect will be subject to 
aggregate and individual investor quo-
tas, said the PBoC. The date of a formal 
launch and other details will be sepa-
rately announced.

Beijing has also pledged commitment 
to the city’s status as a finance hub. 
Mainland investors boosted share pur-
chases over the past months through 
the so-called stock connect link while 
a number of high-profile Chinese firms 
listed shares in Hong Kong.

Chief Executive Carrie lam Cheng 

yuet-ngor has lobbied for more financial 
integration, telling mainland officials 
that the city should become a global hub 
for private wealth and a more prominent 
offshore Renminbi centre.

The city should be “promoting greater 
connectivity” between its financial markets 
and mainland China’s, she said in june.

In May, the nation’s financial regula-
tors announced a wide-ranging plan to 
streamline cross-border transactions 
and investments between Hong Kong, 
Macao and southern Chinese cities. Pol-
icy makers seek to turn the GBA into a 
high-tech centre to rival California’s Sili-
con Valley. CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Residents in Hong Kong and Macao can buy wealth management products sold by mainland 
banks operating in the Greater Bay Area. AFP

VN farming eyes higher export value
FOREIGN countries tighten-
ing import regulations will af-
fect Vietnam’s exports of farm-
ing products, especially fruits, 
forcing the local agricultural 
industry to reorganise pro-
duction, experts have said.

China is boosting food 
safety inspection, quarantine 
and traceability for imported 
goods, especially on fresh, 
chilled and processed agri-
cultural products, meat and 
seafood for prevention of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, said the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Rural Development.

Meanwhile, South Korea’s 
Ministry of Food and Drug 
Safety has a list of requirements 
for enterprises exporting food.

This is a temporary control 
solution for this year due to 
the impacts of the Covid-19 
pandemic.

If Vietnamese enterprises do 
not meet those requirements, 
they will struggle to export lo-
cal farming and food products 
to those markets, especially 
fresh fruits, experts have said.

Nguyen Manh Hung, board 
chairman of Nafoods jSC, a firm 
that exports processed fruits to 
60 markets, said Vietnam’s en-
terprises must have a strategy 
to overcome trade barriers. 

Hung said Vietnam wants to 
become an agricultural prod-
uct supplier on the world mar-
ket. To reach the target, the 
agricultural sector must build 
a value chain system to link all 
stages together, especially the 
processing stage. The sector 
also must digitise material re-
gions for efficient traceability.

The sector should change 
farmers’ mindset in terms of 
production. Meanwhile, large 
enterprises needed to help 
farmers and cooperatives 
standardise agricultural pro-
duction processes, said Hung.

Vina T&T Group chairman 
and CEO Nguyen Dinh Tung 
said his company and others 
were promoting the develop-
ment of material regions to 
produce clean farming prod-
ucts, aiming to improve ex-
port value and increase their 
domestic market shares.

Agricultural expert Dang 
Kim Son said there was a high 
demand for agricultural prod-
ucts at home and abroad. 
Therefore, during the pan-
demic, enterprises needed 
to find solutions to maintain 
production and to promote 
links with farmers.

This, he said, would help 
them overcome the difficult 
period at present and be able 
to restore trading of farm pro-
duce once the pandemic ends 
in the world.

He recommended enter-
prises focus on building links 
among processing plants 
and raw material regions to 
ensure quality by using high 
technology in production and 
processing. 

The Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Development aims 
to improve the quality of mar-
ket forecast to help localities 
and businesses devise suitable 
production and business plans.

As one of the major fruit 
exporters, Nguyen Thu Thu 
Hong, director of the Chanh 
Thu Import Export Co ltd in 
the Mekong Delta province 
of Ben Tre, said Chanh Thu 

exported a small volume of 
dragon fruits to Australia 
per year because it was a de-
manding market.

Businesses that export fruits 
to this market must purchase 
fruits from GlobalGAP-certi-
fied farms to ensure they are 
free of pesticide residue ac-
cording to Australian regula-
tions, said Hong.

Therefore, Vietnam’s fruit 
production industry needs 
to expand the material re-
gion supplying fruits meeting 
international standards for 
quality and food safety.

The industry must also 
implement requirements of 
plant quarantine and trace-
ability. The best way is to build 
a production chain from pro-
duction to consumption.

le Son Ha, head of the Plant 
Quarantine Department un-
der the Plant Protection De-
partment, said Vietnamese 
fruits had been exported to 
many strict markets such as 
the uS, South Korea, Austra-
lia, Canada and japan, ac-
counting for more than 30 per 
cent of national fruit exports.

However, local fruit faced 
competition from other coun-
tries. For instance, Cambo-
dia had promoted exports of 
mango to South Korea while 
China had expanded dragon 
fruit production. 

That had forced the Viet-
namese fruit industry to work 
towards large-scale produc-
tion and ensuring food hy-
giene and safety requirements 
on global markets, said Ha. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vietnamese fruits have been exported to many strict markets such as 
Japan. AFP
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AT lEAST 32 people died after a ferry 
capsized and sank on Monday in the 
river Buriganga in the Bangladeshi 
capital Dhaka following a collision, 
said rescuers, who found one man 
alive in a “miracle” hours later.

A dozen people were initially listed 
as missing.

The Morning Bird was hit from 
behind by another ferry around 
9:30am local time (0330 GMT) during 
the morning rush hour, when the 
country’s largest river port is packed 
with vessels.

A Zahidul Islam, a diver in the fire 
brigade, said: “We have recovered 32 
bodies . . . We located the ferry more 
than 50 feet [15m] deep in the river.

“I think we have recovered most of 
the bodies. The rest can only be recov-
ered if the ferry can be salvaged and 
lifted . . . it looked like it was stuck in 
the mud at the bottom of the river.”

More than 12 hours after the sink-
ing one passenger was found alive.

Fire brigade spokesman Kamrul 
Islam said rescuers were trying to 
raise the vessel when they saw the 
35-year-old man, Suman Bapary, 
floating in the river.

He said: “He was in the sunken ship 
. . . all these 13 hours. We don’t know-
how. But it is a miracle.”

Coastguard spokesman commander 
Hayet Ibne Siddique said earlier that 
at least 50 people were believed to have 
been on board the vessel, which has a 
capacity of 150 passengers.

The ferry had departed from central 
Munshiganj district. It sank as it was 
about to moor at Sadarghat, Dhaka’s 
main river port used by hundreds of 
boats to travel to the country’s south.

Bangladesh Inland Water Transport 
Authority chief Commodore Golam 
Sadeqk said the single-deck ship was 
“not overcrowded” and sank “due to 
carelessness”.

He said the vessel had been cleared 
to carry passengers until September.

Witnesses told local television sta-
tions many passengers appeared to 
be stuck in the ferry’s cabins.

Siddique said the deceased were 
put in body bags before they were laid 
in rows at the harbour front. Another 
boat would later arrive to lift the 
damaged vessel from the water.

Masud Hossain said he was on 
board the ferry with two uncles when 
the accident happened.

“It took no more than five minutes 
to sink,” he told local newspaper The 
Daily Star, adding that the body of 
one of his uncles had been found, but 
another was still missing.

“I thought I was going to die today 
. . . I somehow managed to open the 
window of the cabin [in the ferry] and 
come out.”

Another survivor told reporters that 
“those who were on the roof of the 
ferry jumped and survived.

“But those who were inside the 
deck were trapped and possibly they 
have all died.”

Relatives gathered at Sadarghat to 
search for their family members, 
despite coronavirus social distancing 
concerns.

“I still don’t know what happened 
to them,” a man, looking for his 
cousin and another relative, told 
reporters. AFP

Trump briefed on Russian bounties 
in February, says The New york Times
u

S PRESIDENT Donald 
Trump received a writ-
ten briefing about alleged 
Russian bounties offered 

to Afghan militants to kill uS troops 
as early as February, The New York 
Times said on Monday in a new report 
undercutting the uS president’s asser-
tion that he was not told of the threat.

Trump has come under increasing 
pressure to explain mounting media 
reports saying he was informed that 
Russian military intelligence had of-
fered and paid cash to Taliban-linked 
militants for uS soldiers’ deaths – 
and did nothing in response.

The Times, citing two unnamed offi-
cials, said the claim had been includ-
ed in a written version of the presi-
dent’s daily briefing in late February. 
CNN confirmed the story but cited an 
official saying the document was pro-
duced “sometime in the spring”.

Trump has denied being informed of 
the assessment while the White House 
on Monday said the claim had been 
kept from him because the intelligence 
underpinning it was unverified.

The president is known for not regu-
larly reading the daily brief, preferring 
to rely on conservative media reports 
on the day’s big issues – but he is re-
portedly orally briefed by intelligence 
officials up to three times a week.

Crucially, the officials told the Times 
the Russia assessment was consid-
ered sufficiently serious and credible 
to include in a May 4 article in the 
CIA’s classified World Intelligence Re-
view, its flagship intelligence product.

The White House briefed a small 
group of Republican lawmakers on its 
position on Monday but top congres-
sional Democrats have demanded that 
all members of Congress be briefed by 
the intelligence community.

“The questions that arise are: was 
the president briefed, and if not, 
why not, and why was Congress 
not briefed,” House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi said in a letter to Director of 
National Intelligence john Ratcliffe 
and CIA director Gina Haspel.

The Times previously reported 
that uS intelligence officers and 
special forces in Afghanistan began 
raising the alarm as early as janu-
ary and that the National Security 
Council (NSC) held an interagency 
meeting in late March to discuss 
possible responses – but the White 
House didn’t authorise any action.

“I am disgusted by Trump’s incom-
petence,” tweeted Tammy Duckworth, 
a former uS Army helicopter pilot and 
combat veteran who is now a Demo-
cratic senator from the state of Illinois.

“He either didn’t know that Rus-
sia was offering bounties for kill-
ing American troops or didn’t care 
enough to remember a briefing that 
told him. Neither is acceptable for a 
Commander in Chief.”

Since the Times first broke the sto-
ry on Friday, several uS and British 
media outlets have reported the uS 

intelligence conclusion that Russia 
offered cash incentives for dead uS 
troops in Afghanistan.

The mushrooming scandal comes 
with Trump trying to withdraw troops 
from the conflict-torn country – one 
of the Taliban’s key demands – and 
end the uS’ longest war.

Trump on Sunday denied having 
been briefed on the matter, as the 
reporting renewed questions about 
his reluctance to confront Russia 
over behaviour that, if accurate, 
would represent a serious national 
security challenge.

He tweeted: “Intel just reported to 
me that they did not find this info 
credible, and therefore did not re-
port it to me or @VP.”

But even in Republican ranks, 
there were expressions of concern 
at the gravity of the allegations.

Thom Tillis, a Republican on the 

Senate Armed Forces Committee, 
tweeted: “If intelligence reports are 
verified that Russia or any other coun-
try is placing bounties on American 
troops, then they need to be treated 
as a state sponsor of terrorism.”

Ratcliffe and national security ad-
viser Robert O’Brien condemned 
leaks to the media over the intelli-
gence in statements late on Monday.

O’Brien said: “Because the allega-
tions in recent press articles have 
not been verified or substantiated by 
the intelligence community, Presi-
dent Trump had not been briefed on 
the items.

“Nevertheless, the administra-
tion, including the National Security 
Council staff, have been preparing 
should the situation warrant action.”

Meanwhile, the Pentagon said in a 
statement it had “no corroborating 
evidence” for the allegations. AFP

China passes nat’l security legislation for HK
THE Standing Committee of 
the 13th National People’s 
Congress unanimously 
passed national security leg-
islation for Hong Kong which 
legal experts say will fully 
protect the human rights and 
freedoms people currently 
enjoy in the special adminis-
trative region (SAR), multiple 
local media outlets in the city 
reported on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, Ministry of For-
eign Affairs spokesman Zhao 
lijian on Monday said China 
will impose visa restrictions 
on uS citizens who have 
“behaved egregiously” over 
Hong Kong-related issues, in 
response to visa restrictions 
from the uS.

Zhao announced the mat-
ter at a daily news confer-
ence. He said the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative 
Region (HKSAR) national 
security legislation is purely 

China’s domestic affair, and 
no foreign country has the 
right to interfere in it.

The announcement came 
one day after the Standing 
Committee of the 13th 
National People’s Congress 
opened its 20th session, at 
which a report was made on 
the draft national security 
law for Hong Kong.

The uS, which has threat-

ened sanctions on China over 
the legislation, announced 
on Friday visa restrictions on 
Chinese officials over the 
HKSAR affairs.

Zhao said: “The uS will 
never succeed in its attempt 
to obstruct, through so-called 
sanctions, China’s efforts to 
push forward the national 
security law for Hong Kong.”

The central government is 

firmly determined to safe-
guard China’s sovereignty, 
security and development 
interests, carrying out the 
“one country, two systems” 
principle and opposing any 
foreign interference in Hong 
Kong affairs, he added.

He also dismissed the “Hong 
Kong Autonomy Act” and a 
resolution passed by the uS 
Senate that threatened sanc-
tions on Chinese individuals, 
entities and financial institu-
tions and criticised the 
national security legislation 
for Hong Kong.

China is firmly opposed to 
and has lodged solemn rep-
resentations with the uS over 
the passage of the bill and the 
resolution, said Zhao.

By passing the bill and the 
resolution, the uS Senate has 
denigrated the Hong Kong 
national security legislation, 
interfered seriously in Hong 

Kong affairs and China’s 
domestic affairs and violated 
international law and the 
basic norms guiding interna-
tional relations, he said.

The bill and the resolution 
are only “a piece of wastepa-
per”, Zhao said, urging the uS 
not to go ahead with them, or 
even use them as an excuse 
for imposing so-called sanc-
tions on China.

“Otherwise China will take 
resolute and powerful response 
and countermeasures, and the 
uS will take all the conse-
quences,” he added.

The Hong Kong national 
security legislation aims to pro-
tect China’s sovereignty, secu-
rity and development interests, 
guarantee long-term stability 
and prosperity in the SAR and 
ensure the steady implementa-
tion of the “one country, two 
systems” principle, he said. 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

At least 32 
people die in 
Bangladesh 
ferry crash

Several US and British media outlets have reported the US intelligence conclusion that Russia offered cash incentives for dead US 
troops in Afghanistan. AFP

Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesman Zhao Lijian. MINISTRY
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THAIlAND’S National Se-
curity Council has outlined 
the criteria for allowing for-
eign businesspeople into the 
country under a “business 
bubble” arrangement expect-
ed to start in july.

Council secretary-general 
General Somsak Rungsita said 
those without a Thai work per-
mit will have to ask permission 
from state agencies such as 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
or Board of Investment (BoI).

A joint committee will also 
be set up to consider permis-
sions, added Somsak, speak-
ing in his role as chairman of 
the panel on easing Covid-19 
restrictions.

The committee will com-
prise representatives of the 
foreign ministry, BoI, the 
Ministry of Public Health and 
the National Economic and 
Social Development Council.

Criteria for allowing entry to 
businesspeople will include 
the severity of the Covid-19 
outbreak in their countries 
and the economic value to 
Thailand of their visit.

Priority consideration will be 
given to investors in mega-proj-
ects in the Eastern Economic 
Corridor and elsewhere.

The committee will also focus 
on Thailand’s ability to track 

business arrivals, he added.
Foreign business travellers 

will be tested for Covid-19 
three times – in their country 
of origin, on arrival in Thai-
land and before departure.

So far, Singapore, South 
Korea, japan, Hong Kong 
and China have asked to 
form “business bubbles” 
with Thailand, said Somsak. 
Meanwhile, entry for Chinese 
businesspeople would be 
considered on a province by 
province basis.

Those with Thai work per-
mits will need to show a 
health certificate showing 
they are not infected with 
Covid-19, along with health 
insurance covering medical 
treatment in Thailand.

Both the Centre for Covid-
19 Situation Administration 
and the government were now 
studying the criteria, he added.

Meanwhile, tourists are un-
likely to be allowed into Thai-
land any time soon, since more 
time was needed to prepare for 
“travel bubbles”, he said.

“Travel bubbles” will match 
countries at low risk of Covid-
19 contagion and allow free 
flow of visitors between them 
without the need to quaran-
tine. THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Thailand’s ‘business 
bubbles’ to let in only 
high-value travellers

NGOs: At least 122 children 
killed in Philippine drug war
A

T lEAST 122 children 
have been killed in 
the Philippines’ war 
on drugs – often 

deliberately, two NGOs said 
on Monday, urging the uN to 
take action.

The NGOs fear that the true 
figure is way higher, they said 
in a report, as the uN Human 
Rights Council prepares to as-
sess the situation in the Phil-
ippines.

President Rodrigo Duterte’s 
hardline anti-drugs campaign 
has come under fire from rights 
activists who say police are en-
couraged to use lethal force on 
drug suspects and thousands 
have been killed since 2016.

Monday’s report, entitled 
How Could They Do This To 
My Child?, was jointly pub-
lished by the World Organisa-
tion Against Torture (OMCT) 
and the Children’s legal 
Rights and Development 
Centre (ClRDC, Philippines).

The report documents 122 
killings of children, aged from 
one to 17 years old, between 
july 2016 and December last 
year, throughout the country.

OMCT secretary-general 
Gerald Staberock told report-
ers in a virtual briefing: “The 
122 is only the tip of the ice-
berg – there may be many 

more in the country.
“Imagine if you would have 

seen these 122 cases on cam-
era. Imagine the outcry.”

The human rights situation 
in the Philippines is due to 
be raised at the uN Human 
Rights Council in Geneva, 
Switzerland which was sched-
uled to start its 44th session 
on Tuesday.

The council asked uN High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights Michelle Bachelet to pre-
pare a written report and pres-
ent it at the session, followed by 
an “enhanced interactive dia-

logue” on its findings.
The report, published in 

early this month, says the war 
on drugs has led to systemat-
ic and widespread killings in a 
context of near-impunity.

The Philippines is one of 
the 47 countries currently sit-
ting on the council.

The NGOs’ report sets out 
recommendations for the 
council, including for the 
creation of an independent 
commission of inquiry into 
human rights violations in 
the Philippines, with a special 
focus on children.

Their report identified four 
recurring sets of circumstances 
in which children were killed.

They were direct targets, 
sometimes as witnesses of 
other killings; proxies when 
the real targets could not be 
found; killed due to mistaken 
identity, or killed by stray bul-
lets in police operations.

The report highlighted six 
cases, including that of a sev-
en-year-old boy it said was 
killed because he had wit-
nessed an adult being mur-
dered by local authorities.

It said the youngest victim 
was 20 months old.

Seven children had been 
killed between january and 
March this year, it found.

The war on drugs has also 
resulted in a sharp increase in 
arrests and detentions of chil-
dren, the report said.

The report said it is estimated 
that there may have been up to 
27,000 extrajudicial killings in 
Duterte’s anti-drug campaign.

Staberock accused the in-
ternational community of 
largely turning a blind eye to 
human rights abuses in the 
Philippines.

He also said that impunity 
had fuelled a climate of fear 
where victims were unwilling 
to come forward. AFP

At least 122 children have been killed in the Philippines’ war on drugs. 
PUBLIC DOMAIN

jokowi uses reshuffle threat to spur Cabinet into action
INDONESIAN President joko 
“jokowi” Widodo’s fiery speech 
in a recent meeting with mem-
bers of his Cabinet, which was 
circulated on Sunday, appears 
to be a sign of his frustration at 
the lack of progress in the fight 
against the Covid-19 pandemic 
and a threat that he will reshuf-
fle his ministerial team if no 
progress is made in the effort.

Presidential Chief of Staff 
Moeldoko said on Monday 
that before delivering the 
speech on june 18, in which he 
threatened to replace minis-
ters who failed to deliver 
results in the Covid-19 fight 
and disband government 
agencies, jokowi had issued 
frequent warnings to Cabinet 
members whom he consid-
ered were not doing enough in 
dealing with the pandemic 
and its economic impacts.

Moeldoko, who goes by one 
name, told reporters: “The 
president is concerned that his 
aides think that this is a nor-
mal situation. They [ministers] 
need to be reminded, and the 
last [warning] was the latest 
among many.”

Among many issues that 
jokowi was most concerned 
about were health care and the 
delivery of social aid, he said.

“After we looked into it, there 
were issues that needed to be 
discussed, such as how to 
build synergy between the 
BPjS Kesehatan [Health Care 
and Social Security Agency], 
regional administrations and 
the Health Ministry, the issue 
of data collection on health-
care workers and complicated 
regulations,” said Moeldoko.

In a video released on Sunday 

by the president’s press office, 
jokowi delivered an uncharac-
teristically angry speech, say-
ing that he would resort to a 
Cabinet-shakeup, disband gov-
ernment agencies or issue 
another government regula-
tion in lieu of law (Perppu) if 
ministers failed to effectively 
deal with the pandemic and its 
economic impact.

The video was a recording of 
a closed-door Cabinet meeting 
on june 18, the first to be 
arranged during the pandemic 
with health protocols in place.

jokowi said in the speech: “I 
will take any extraordinary 
steps for our 267 million citi-
zens. These could be disband-
ing institutions, or it could be 
a [Cabinet] reshuffle, I have 
thought of many options.”

He urged members of his 
Cabinet to go the extra mile in 
the effort to accelerate the 
implementation of several 
policies, specifically mention-
ing the government’s social aid 
programme as well as finan-
cial incentives for the coun-
try’s health workers, as he 
highlighted the slow disburse-
ment of the government’s 
Covid-19 response budget.

“We have budgeted 75 trillion 
rupiah [$5.2 billion] but only 1.5 
per cent has been disbursed. All 
the money that’s supposed to be 
for the people is stuck there. The 
much-anticipated social aid 
programme should be disbursed 
quickly . . . This is an extraordi-
nary [situation],” he said.

He said he would be willing 
to risk his “political reputa-
tion” to deal with the ramifica-
tions of policies taken during 
the pandemic.

This is not the first time 
jokowi has used the threat of a 
reshuffle to spur his Cabinet 
into action. In February, dur-
ing a private meeting with 
social media celebrities and 
influencers, the president said 
he would replace Cabinet min-
isters who failed to adapt and 
deliver results.

last week, during a visit to 
Surabaya, East java, which has 
become the latest hot spot for 
Covid-19, jokowi warned of a 
health and economic crisis as 
the pandemic continued to rav-
age the country. During a meet-
ing with local officials there, he 
set a two-week deadline for offi-

cials to contain the pandemic.
He said: “I will closely moni-

tor the situation after two 
weeks and see if there’s good 
progress on this.”

‘This is what we needed’
Political analysts said that 

jokowi’s june 18 statement 
marked a shift in his approach 
to the worsening pandemic, 
which has so far killed more 
than 2,600 people and infected 
more than 50,000.

Kunto Adi Wibowo, the exec-
utive director of local pollster 
KedaiKOPI, said that with his 
recent statement jokowi want-
ed officials in his government 

to have a more disciplined 
approach in tackling Covid-19, 
although the warning might 
well be too little, too late.

“This video should have 
been [released] in March. This 
is what we needed in early 
March,” Kunto said, referring 
to the first cluster of Covid-19 
cases that the government 
announced at the time.

Researcher at the jakarta-
based Centre for Strategic and 
International Studies (CSIS) 
Noory Okthariza said although 
jokowi used his speech to test 
the waters of a possible reshuf-
fle, he did want members of 
his Cabinet to drop their busi-

ness-as-usual attitude in deal-
ing with Covid-19.

“I think jokowi wants to con-
vey a message through the 
firm stance that he displayed. 
In the previous reshuffle, he 
allowed some Cabinet issues 
to be discussed by the public 
and members of his ruling 
coalition before finally decid-
ing to reshuffle the Cabinet.”

Noory also questioned why it 
took so long for the president’s 
team to make the speech pub-
lic, which gave the impression 
he “had failed in his previous 
attempts to get his ministers to 
take Covid-19 more seriously”.

united Development Party 
(PPP) lawmaker Arsul Sani said 
jokowi’s criticism of his minis-
ters was warranted as some 
Cabinet members had been 
ineffective in their work.

Arsul said: “Some members of 
the Cabinet communicate [their 
policies] with the public but do 
not coordinate with other min-
isters, resulting in different 
approaches to some issues, 
such as in the issue of quaran-
tine, the relaxation of large-scale 
social restrictions [PSBB] and of 
foreign workers from China, 
among other matters.”

Meanwhile, Democratic Par-
ty politician Ossy Dermawan 
said the timing of the video’s 
release could indicate that it 
was only a publicity stunt.

“Why was this [video] con-
tent released to the public 
now? It’s not surprising that 
many people think this is part 
of the president’s attempt to 
shift the blame or that it is only 
publicity stunt, but I don’t 
have the exact answer.” THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Indonesian President Joko ‘Jokowi’ Widodo has issued frequent warnings to Cabinet members whom he considered 
were not doing enough in dealing with the pandemic and its economic impacts. ANTARA/THE JAKARTA POST
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D
EVElOPING countries in 
Asia and the Pacific are 
experiencing unbalanced 
Covid-19 tolls.

Grim milestones in infections and 
deaths have left many devastated. 
yet, we must look at the economic 
and social impacts in small-island 
developing states (SIDS), where set-
backs are likely to undo years of 
development gains and push many 
people back into poverty.

Compared to other developing coun-
tries, SIDS in the Asia-Pacific region 
have done well in containing the 
spread of the virus. So far, available 
data indicates relatively few cases of 
infections, with 15 deaths in Maldives, 
Guam and the Northern Mariana 
Islands. yet, while rapid border clo-
sures have contained the human cost 
of the virus, the economic and social 
impacts of the pandemic on SIDS will 
place Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDG) even farther out of their reach. 

This is worrying as SIDS in Asia and 
the Pacific were only on track to reach 
SDG 9: industry, innovation and Infra-
structure, and SDG 12: Responsible 
Consumption and Production, as they 
had in fact regressed in SDG 8: Decent 
Work and Economic Growth, a crucial 
driver of inclusive development and 
key to reaching all SDGs.

One reason SIDS economies have 
been severely impacted by Covid-19 
is their dependence on tourism. 
Tourism earnings exceed 50 per cent 
of GDP in the Maldives and Palau 
and comprised 30 per cent in Samoa 
and Vanuatu in 2018. Measures to 
contain the pandemic, including 
restricting entrance and halting 
international travel, will have a pro-
found impact on the development of 
these economies this year and 
beyond, with estimates of interna-
tional tourist arrivals declining glo-
bally by 60-80 per cent this year. The 
pandemic has particularly affected 
the cruise ship industry, which plays 
an important role in many SIDS. 

The severe impact of Covid-19 on 
these economies is also a result of 
heavy reliance on fisheries, which rep-
resent a main source of SIDS marine 
wealth and bring much-needed pub-
lic revenue. The coronavirus crisis will 
jeopardise these income streams as a 
result of a slowdown in fisheries activ-
ity. However, it is important to note 
that the pandemic may also create a 
small window for stocks to recover if it 
leads to a global slowdown of the 
commercial fishing industry.

Despite the tourism and fisheries 
sectors’ susceptibility to shocks, the 
uN Economic and Social Commis-
sion for Asia and the Pacific’s latest 
report, The Asia-Pacific Countries 
with special needs development 
report: Leveraging ocean resources for 
the sustainable development of small 
island developing states, emphasises 
fisheries and tourism will remain 
drivers of sustainable development 
in small island developing states in 

Asia and the Pacific. They are among 
the most important sectors in their 
contribution to output and their 
importance for livelihoods. 

In the short term, addressing the 
consequences of the pandemic must 
take priority, but the long-term glo-
bal context will usher in an era sup-
portive of tourism development in 
Asia-Pacific SIDS. This is due to an 
increasing demand from the emerg-
ing middle class of developing Asia 
and an ageing society in developed 
countries on the Pacific Rim.

As part of the post-virus recovery, 
new foundations for sustainable tour-

ism and fisheries in Asia-Pacific SIDS 
must be built. These sectors must not 
only have extensive links to local com-
munities and economies, but also be 
resilient to external shocks. Enhanc-
ing economic resilience must focus on 
building both the necessary physical 
infrastructure and creating institu-
tional response mechanisms. 

For example, a “green tax” for tour-
ists can generate revenues for envi-
ronmental protection. Such fees 

serve as additional benefit for local 
populations and regulate the impact 
of tourism on the SIDS’ fragile natu-
ral environment. SIDS may consider 
innovative financing instruments 
such as blue bonds and debt for con-
servation swaps to expand their fiscal 
space. Open data sharing, and the 
collection, harmonisation and use of 
fisheries data can be strengthened for 
integrated and nuanced analysis on 
the state of fish stocks.

Given the limited capacity of the 
healthcare systems of many Asia-Pa-
cific SIDS, shutting down access to 
these economies was a wise and nec-

essary short-term policy choice. 
Opening “travel bubbles” with coun-
tries where the virus has been brought 
under control is now important. 

In the longer term, the effective 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development must take 
priority. This entails ensuring sustaina-
ble use of existing ocean resources and 
developing sectors that provide pro-
ductive employment, including specif-
ic types of tourism and fisheries. 

SIDS can do more to embrace the 
blue economy to foster sustainable 
development, and greater regional 
cooperation is an important element 
for creating an enabling framework. 
Regional cooperation is especially 
important given the nature of fisher-
ies as a common property resource 
and the remote locations of most 
Asia-Pacific SIDS.

Covid-19 has provided a stark 
reminder of the price of weaknesses in 
health systems, social protection and 
public services. It also provides a histor-
ic opportunity to advocate for policy 
decisions that are pro-environment, 
pro-climate and pro-poor. Progress in 
our region’s SIDS through sustainable 
tourism and fisheries are vital compo-
nents of a global road map for an inclu-
sive and sustainable future. THE NATION 

(THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana is the UN  
under-secretary-general and executive 
secretary of the UN Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific.

Opinion
Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana

Sustainable tourism, fisheries key 
to growth in post-Covid Asia-Pacific

A tourist walks along the Paradise Island Resort’s main beach on the Kaafu atoll some 20km north of Male, Maldives. Afp

Opening travel bubbles with 
countries where the virus has 
been brought under control is 

now important
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App aims to streamline ambulance services
Hong Raksmey

T
WO years ago, Puth-
vibol Vathana wit-
nessed a traffic ac-
cident on a street in 

Phnom Penh. He helped the 
victim to safety but could only 
wait in horrible suspense for 
an ambulance to arrive. 

“No different from what 
others would do, I just helped 
carry him aside and waited 
for the authorities to call an 
ambulance,” says Vathana, 24. 
The victim did not survive.

Since that night, he’s often 
worried that he could be the 
next victim because traffic ac-
cidents are a daily occurrence 
in Cambodia and injured vic-
tims are often left unattended 
for too long.

To help solve this issue, 
Vathana developed Chuoy 
App (Help). 

Based on a six-month sur-
vey of 100 people chosen at 
random, he found that most 
people did not know how to 
contact an ambulance and 
were afraid to conduct first 
aid on victims. 

Vathana, a doctorate student 
at the Health Science Institute 
who has a master’s degree in 
public health from the Nation-
al Institute Of Public Health, 
created the app with friends 
who work in marketing and 
information technology.

“The fatality rate of traffic 
accidents is higher than that 
of infectious diseases in our 
country. At least five people 
die on the streets daily.

“They need to be sent to 
the right hospitals which can 
provide sufficient and timely 
care. Sometimes they [vic-
tims] were sent far and ended 
up in a clinic without enough 
materials,” Vathana says

Since most people dare not 
help injured victims them-
selves because they don’t 
have first-aid training, Vatha-
na says he felt compelled to 
create a solution.

He wanted to increase pub-
lic trust in emergency services 
and help ambulance drivers 
reach the scene faster. 

Anyone can download Chuoy 
App and create an account. If 
someone witnesses an accident, 
they can use the app to direct an 
ambulance to the scene.

“Everyone can help and 
show their humanity by 
helping people injured in 
accidents with Chuoy App. 
It shows the location of the 
victim,” says Vathana, who 
also participates in a uN Vol-
unteers Pilot Programme in 
Kampong Thom province.

Besides alerting ambulanc-
es to the scene of an accident, 
Chuoy App provides various 
choices for people to send 
victims to the nearest hospital 
which has emergency services 
and high-quality treatment. 

“users can track the ambu-
lance and access emergency 
contact numbers of the vic-
tim’s family. The app also pro-
vides useful information and 
news about health issues.”

Vathana says the app dis-
plays the fastest route to the 
nearest hospital and high-
lights the safest roads to drive 
on.  It encourages people who 
witness accidents to help vic-
tims and makes it easier for 
drivers to locate victims. 

Chuoy App is designed to 
be used by victims, passersby 
and emergency drivers.

The hospital’s ambulance 
drivers use a different version 
of the app which allows them 
to access the victim’s details.

“Those injured in traffic ac-

cidents can use Chuoy App to 
find a hospital or clinic which 
offers standard services and is 
close to the scene. They can 
share their location with am-
bulance drivers. But if they are 
unconscious, they need pass-
ersby to help,” Vathana says.

After receiving contact from 
an injured person or a pass-
erby, the driver knows where 
to go and can follow the app’s 
instructions to avoid traffic. 

“The special version of the 
app allows hospitals and driv-
ers to view a victim’ health 

history, medical anaphylaxis 
issues and family emergency 
contacts,” says Vathana. 

Along with developing 
Chuoy App, this young doctor-
to-be and his two friends are 
looking for partners. They are 
hoping to team up with public 
hospitals, private clinics and 
insurance companies to en-
sure the app works smoothly. 

“Chuoy App is facing some 
obstacles such as seeking part-
ners, raising funds in com-
petitions and performing the 
production and testing stages 
before it can be used in public.

“I need partners who can pro-
vide quality emergency services 
with standard costs. We need 
support from 119,” he says.

Aside from studying for his 
medical degree, Vathana is 
solely focusing on this proj-
ect and is now taking part in a 
competition to help raise funds 
to further develop the app. 

“I know that this project is a 
challenge and there will be bar-
riers. But in the name of young 
Cambodian people, I am trying 
my best to help better emer-
gency services and gain people’s 
confidence,” he says. 

“It is the first app of its kind, 
so it is hard, but we have to 
move forward. When this app 
works well, we will add more 
functions to it.”

Puthvibol Vathana was inspired to create Chuoy App after he witnessed a horrific traffic accident which left one victim dead. supplied

 Chuoy App caters to victims in traffic accidents, onlookers and ambulance drivers. It aims to speed up ambulance response times. supplied
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Pilgrims 
wade back 
into India’s 
holy Ganges 
l

IFE is slowly returning 
to normal among the 
hallowed temples of 
Haridwar, one of Hin-

duism’s holiest places, but the 
Indian pilgrimage town still 
has a forlorn air as the coun-
try emerges from its corona-
virus lockdown.

The town usually teems with 
tens of thousands of visitors 
who flock from far and wide for 
a dip in the holy waters of the 
Ganges and to catch riverside 
prayer ceremonies at dusk.

But India remains in the 
grip of a raging Covid-19 out-
break that has claimed more 
than 15,000 lives and infected 
over half a million people.

For the first time in as long 
as any local can remember, 
pilgrims stopped coming in 
late March after India im-
posed the world’s biggest 
coronavirus shutdown.

M.K. Vashistha, a wizened 
priest, told AFP that his elders 
would recount how even in 
the Spanish flu pandemic a 
century ago – which hit In-
dia hard – cremations on the 
banks of the holy river still 

took place constantly.
“Things still didn’t stop here 

at that time, like they have 
now,” he said.

In the past few weeks as 
India has eased restrictions 
– even as case numbers have 
surged – a few pilgrims have 
begun to return.

Now though, instead of 
broadcasting hymns and 
chants, Haridwar’s loud-
speakers blare announce-
ments telling people to wear 
masks and use sanitiser.  

Temples ask devotees to 
keep a safe distance from each 
other and keep away from the 
statues of the gods that they 
usually touch, bless and offer 
flowers, sweets and crumpled 
rupee banknotes to.

“look around,” Tanmany Vash-
ishta from the Shri Ganga Sabha, 
one of Haridwar’s most influen-
tial religious groups, said, point-
ing to a few hundred pilgrims on 
the streets, most in masks and 
keeping their distance.

“This isn’t even one or two 
per cent of the normal times.”

Hugging the banks of the 
Ganges as it emerges from the 

Himalayas, Haridwar is be-
lieved to be one of four places 
where drops of the elixir of 
immortality were spilled from 
a pitcher carried by the myth-
ical bird Garuda.

Centuries of records
A trickle of customers are 

now returning for the town’s 
famous ancient order of some 
2,500 Hindu priests who since 
time immemorial have reg-
istered births and deaths for 
visiting pilgrims.

Deepak jha, one eighth-
generation such “purohit”, 
says the chunky ledger he 
is rolling up and tying with 

string contains records going 
back 11 generations for thou-
sands of families.

“This is our culture, our tradi-
tion and history. It may be dif-
ficult for people to find their 
kids’ school notebook after six 
months, but we’ve kept these 
records for centuries,” jha said.

The tomes, some 500 years 
old – the birch leaves used 
before then have long since 
crumbled – are written in a mix 
of Hindi, urdu and Punjabi, re-
flecting the area’s complex mix 
of languages and cultures.

People from all over come to 
trace their ancestors and are 
visibly touched to see their 

forebears’ handwriting, tip-
ping the priests handsomely 
for a detailed family tree.

‘We can’t live in fear’
Haridwar’s usually narrow 

and congested bylanes, full of 
shops selling religious books, 
artifacts, statues of Hindu gods, 
clothes, toys and sweets, have 
also never been so deserted. 

“It isn’t a good situation 
right now,” jyoti Arora, the 
owner of a shop bereft of cus-
tomers told AFP.

“Right now, who knows 
who could be corona posi-
tive? Even we take a daily risk 
coming for work, but we have 

to do it for our families.”
Many normally busy hotels, 

eateries and restaurants remain 
shut. Thousands of workers 
have gone back to their home 
villages, and nobody is sure 
when they will come back.

One of the few pilgrims to 
return is Mohit Kumar, who 
came from Delhi to take a 
purifying dip in the Gan-
ges, which is looking slightly 
cleaner for the lockdown.

“We can’t live in fear. We have 
taken all precautions, and 
pray that everyone around us 
stays healthy,” he said, accom-
panied by two friends as he 
headed to the holy river. afp

Pilgrims are returning to Haridwar, one of Hinduisim’s holiest places, since India lifted its Covid-19 lockdown.  afp

A vanishing way of life in Danube Delta’s paradise
AS THE “last rower” left in one of the 
villages dotting Romania’s Danube 
Delta, Iosif Acsente is all too aware of 
how the traditions and vistas of the 
region are slowly disappearing – an 
issue brought into sharper relief by 
the coronavirus pandemic.

Acsente has been plying the Delta 
with his wooden boat for more than 
four decades from his home village 
of Sfantu Gheorghe. 

“I know the Danube so well that if you 
throw me out of a helicopter I’d know 
where I was”, says Acsente proudly.

But living in a natural labyrinth, 
accessible only by boat, has its draw-
backs.

Even though the region has been 
largely spared the ravages of the coro-
navirus pandemic, residents worry 
that they may end up beyond the 
reach of necessary medical care.

“There is a good chance that it will 
be too late when the rescue boat 
arrives”, says Acsente.

It is only the latest challenge the 
modern world has thrown up for the 
Delta’s fragile equilibrium.

Included on uNESCO’s World Herit-
age list, this natural paradise spread 
across 5,800skm hosts over 300 species 
of bird and 45 freshwater fish species.

In normal times that makes it a 
magnet for birdwatchers and other 
tourists, with locals throwing open 
the doors of their traditional thatched 
houses for visitors every summer. 

But this year that vital source of 
income looks likely to shrink drasti-
cally in the wake of the pandemic.

The deputy mayor of Sfantu Gheo-
rghe, Aurel Bondarencu, hopes that 
Romanians might make up some of 

the shortfall by holidaying in the 
Delta instead of heading abroad but 
that would only offer temporary relief 
from the region’s problems.

Respite for nature 
Even “normal” tourism wasn’t with-

out its problems in the time before 
the virus.

Fisherman Marius, 51, relies on 
tourists eager to discover the canals 
and ponds in order to make a living. 

He guides them between the swamps 

pointing out sights such as yellow 
water lilies and colonies of pelicans.

But as he slows his boat to avoid 
disturbing a shag drying its wings in 
the sun, even he admits the fall in 
visitor numbers has “given nature 
some respite”.

The streets may still be unpaved, 
covered with fine sand and framed 
by flower-filled gardens.

But these days the roar of motor 
boats drowns out the gentle rippling 
of oars through the water.

Marius frets that the dilapidated cars 
which have replaced the horse-drawn 
carts of old “destroy Sfantu Gheorghe 
just as the boats equipped with power-
ful engines ravage the delta”.

Meanwhile, purpose-built houses 
have joined the landscape alongside 
the traditional homestays.

Marius says the increasing noise 
and pollution in the Delta are not 
good for the millions of migratory 
birds which return from Africa each 
spring to nest in the islets.

As for fish, the other mainstay of 
the inhabitants’ livelihoods, that too 
is becoming increasingly scarce.

Perhaps it’s little wonder then that 
Sfantu Gheorghe is emptying out.

Isolated winters
The village has lost around 1,500 

people since the transition away from 
communism in the early 1990s and 
now numbers just some 500 souls.

Both Bondarencu’s and Acsente’s 
children have emigrated, joining mil-
lions of their compatriots seeking 
better lives in the West.

“I love everything about this place, 
but I wouldn’t want my children to stay 
here because they would be isolated 
six months a year”, says Bondarencu.

life has always been rough in the 
Delta, especially in the cold and 
windy winters when fog complicates 
navigation and the Danube freezes 
over in some places.

Sitting on a small bench in front of 
his house, retired 75-year-old fisher-
man Ilie Ignat well remembers 
spending weeks at a time cut off from 
the outside world in harsh winters.

His trips on to the Black Sea almost 
ended in disaster many times but he 
nevertheless laments the passing of 
the way of life he grew up with. “The 
young people today don’t want to put 
in the effort,” he says bitterly, adding: 
“The days of the oars are over.”

Even Acsente is voting with his feet.
When the weather starts turning he 

will leave Sfantu Gheorghe and move 
to Tulcea, the nearest big city, for the 
winter. 

The journey takes four hours – on 
a passenger boat of course. afp

Romanian Iosof Acsente has plied the waterways of the Danube Delta for four decades, but says traditions are disappearing. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Pipeline attachments
  6 Wyoming neighbor
 11 Word in four other places in this 

puzzle
 14 What Sherlock said the game was
 15 Red, white or blue
 16 “Bed-in” participant Yoko
 17 Quietly persuasive
 19 Opposite of ruddy
 20 Play on words
 21 SI or GQ
 22 Be a chair person?
 23 Fast month, for some
 27 Mass, length and speed, to a 

physicist
 29 Eggs, to a biologist
 30 Kuwait City VIP
 32 Organic chemical compound
 33 Needle-nosed fish
 34 All the words in a language
 36 How beer may be served
 39 “Back in the ___” (Beatles song)
 41 Access the Internet
 43 Borderline
 44 Group values
 46 Nine-piece combo
 48 Creator of James and Q

 49 Buddy in Australia
 51 Opens, as a sugar packet
 52 In-flight announcement, for short
 53 Blazing
 56 Piece of personal property
 58 Olive or sunflower extract
 59 College sweater letter
 60 A little bit of history
 61 It keeps hair in place
 62 Shrub with large catkins
 68 This may be inflated
 69 River of forgetfulness
 70 Opposite of everybody
 71 Certain conifer
 72 Industrial city of Germany
 73 Put your two cents in, maybe
DOWN
  1 Chum
  2 Area 51 craft
  3 Do a landscaping chore
  4 Momma’s partner
  5 Fruit-filled pastry
  6 Suffix with “poet” or “hero”
  7 Uno, ___, tres
  8 Homecoming attendees
  9 A learned Mann
 10 Cooking herb
 11 A doctor may put you on one

 12 Broadcast booth sign
 13 Habitual ways
 18 Coat in one’s mouth
 23 Ne’er-do-well
 24 “Stop, sailor!”
 25 Campfire treat
 26 Watergate president
 28 Like Tonto’s masked friend
 31 Excessive sternness
 35 Boom in “The Right Stuff”
 37 5-1/2 point type
 38 Word before code or colony
 40 Go gadding about
 42 One crying uncle?
 45 Engrave with dots
 47 Russian emperor’s wife
 50 Comes as a result
 53 One whose style is out  

of fashion
 54 Loyal subject, or city in Belgium
 55 Central points
 57 Bird claw
 63 Yonder lass
 64 Currency of Japan
 65 Parking or odd follower
 66 Sawbuck fraction
 67 Become the spouse of

“GET DOWN!” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution
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Vietnam lotto shows 
just the ticket for 
marginalised lGBT
E

ACH NIGHT that Nha 
Vy steps proudly on 
stage in her tradition-
al Vietnamese ao dai, 

or sometimes mini dress and 
heels, memories grow fainter 
of the taunts she endured as 
a transgender woman in her 
rural village.

Nha Vy is one of hundreds 
of lGBT performers in Viet-
nam who have found confi-
dence, and a way to earn a 
living, through lotto shows, a 
form of entertainment dating 
back to the French colonial 
era and now wildly popular in 
the south. 

like many sexual and gen-
der minority people in Viet-
nam, the 26-year-old has faced 
stigma and discrimination for 
much of her life – despite a 
gradual change in social atti-
tudes in the communist state.

“Not many people from 
the lGBT community have 
top class jobs . . . we generally 
don’t make it to higher educa-
tion because we are bullied at 
school,” she said, perching on 
a tired floor sleeping mattress 
in her rented flat in Ho Chi 
Minh City.

“Even if I had a diploma, I 
would still feel inferior and 
not dare [to apply for an of-
fice job].

“So I do this performance 
to earn money . . . [but also] 
whenever I am on stage as 
a woman I feel at ease,” said 
Nha Vy, who goes by this stage 
name as she sings, dances 
and deals out lotto tickets at 
her tri-weekly shows with the 
Sai Gon Tan Thoi, or Modern 
Saigon, troupe.

up until the 1990s, such 
performances were a regular 
part of rural life in the south 
but their appeal began to fade 
until Sai Gon Tan Thoi burst 
onto the mainstream night-
life circuit in 2017.

Boosted by a feature film 
that year and the hugely suc-
cessful documentary Madam 
Phung’s Last Journey in 2014 
that detailed the life of a monk 
turned head of a transgender 
troupe, Sai Gon Tan Thoi – and 
other modern rivals – started 
attracting more than a hun-
dred people each night. 

Much of the audience at the 
shows in Ho Chi Minh City 
and next door Binh Duong 
province is young, and view 
the rainbow of swishing 
gowns through their phone 
screens. 

‘Just the entertainment’?
“We perform with our 

sweat, tears and blood – not 
just to sell fun but because I 
want people to understand 

this is a real profession,” said 
la Kim Quyen, a transgen-
der woman, who has been 
performing with Sai Gon Tan 
Thoi and other lotto troupes 
–  known as lo To in Vietnam 
– since she was a teenager.

“I am happy with my life, 
with what I have achieved . . . 
earning enough for myself 
and my mother,” added the 
39-year-old, softly dabbing 
blush on her cheeks ahead of 
the night’s show.

Vietnam is seen as relatively 
progressive on lGBT issues – 
the one-party state lifted the 
ban on same-sex marriage 
in 2015 – although it stopped 
short of full legal recognition 
for the unions and a long-
promised transgender law to 
allow legal gender changes 
has not yet materialised. 

In schools, misinforma-
tion about sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity is 
rife and some children are 
taught by both teachers and 
parents that homosexuality is 
a mental illness, according to 
a Human Rights Watch report 
published this year.

Vuong Kha Phong, lGBT 
rights programme officer at 
Vietnamese NGO iSEE, said 
shows that help promote vis-
ibility of sexual and gender 
minorities can boost toler-
ance but warned that while 
they were “a good first step”, 
they are not enough.

“While you may enjoy the 
show, you don’t really neces-
sarily think about how they 
deserve access to healthcare 
or to good employment op-

portunities,” he said, explain-
ing that transgender people 
had little access to mental 
health support or hormone 
therapy if they want to transi-
tion.

“If we don’t have more vari-
ety in visibility then transgen-
der people will always be just 
the entertainment,” he said.

But for Nha Vy – who felt 
pressured by her family into 
having a child with her then-
girlfriend so villagers would 
see her as a man – the most 
important thing is that she 
can be someone her boy can 
look up to. 

“If anyone said anything 
bad about me, I don’t think he 
would be scared,” she said. 

“I would want him to say: 
My father is lGBT . . . he can 
do lots of things.” AFP

Performers of the “Sai Gon Tan Thoi” (Modern Saigon) LGBT troupe selling tickets during a lotto show in Ho 
Chi Minh City.  AFP

we perform with our sweat, 
tears and blood – not just to 
sell fun but because I want 

people to understand



A
USTRALIAN Rules 
teams came together 
to take a knee in sup-
port of the “Black 

Lives Matter” movement, but 
ongoing racist attacks show 
there’s still work to do.

Australia’s most popular 
spectator sport, which is similar 
to Ireland’s Gaelic football, has 
long featured indigenous stars 
but many have been the target 
of racism, both on-field and off.

This month veteran Eddie 
Betts, in his 16th season, was 
depicted as a monkey in a 
Twitter post on the very week-
end all teams united in sup-
port of Black Lives Matter.

That gesture coincided with 
a wave of protests and renewed 
awareness around Aboriginal 
affairs in Australia following 
the death of African American 
George Floyd in police custody 
in the United States.

Carlton star Betts, who once 
had a banana thrown at him 
by a spectator, said the persis-
tent attacks took their toll, but 
he was prepared to meet them 
head-on if it led to change.

“It deeply hurts, and you 
think to yourself, ‘Why do I 
keep playing footy if I keep 
copping this?’ But I want to 
make a change,” he told re-
porters.

“The way to hurt these guys 
is keep playing great footy 
and keep smiling and that’s 
what I love doing.”

Melbourne Demons de-
fender Neville Jetta was an-
other on the receiving end of 
abuse last week, with a social 
media user posting a monkey 
emoji in the comment section 
of his Instagram page.

“This is racism. This needs 
to stop,” his club said, and 
players’ association boss Paul 
Walsh added: “Another week, 
another gutless, racist attack 
on one of our indigenous 
players. When is enough 
enough?”

Aussie Rules, which first be-
came a mass-spectator sport 
in the late 1800s, has long had 
raucous crowds known for 
taunting players.

Such behaviour was con-
sidered part and parcel of the 
game, but attitudes began 
changing in the 1990s.

One of the most powerful im-
ages associated with racism in 
Australia is of indigenous St Kil-
da player Nicky Winmar, who in 
1993 responded to abuse from 
Collingwood supporters by 
lifting his shirt while facing the 
crowd and pointing to his skin.

That gesture is often credit-
ed as the catalyst to address-
ing racial vilification in Aus-
tralian Rules.

Then came Essendon’s Mi-
chael Long, who in 1995 com-
plained about on-field racial 
abuse during a clash, also in-
volving Collingwood.

Long received hate mail for 
speaking up, but his actions 
sparked change with the AFL 
adopting a ground-breaking 
policy – rule 30 – that made it an 
offence for players or officials 
to insult someone due to their 
race, religion, ethnicity, colour, 
nationality or background.

The stance was widely laud-
ed, with other sports follow-
ing suit.

The AFL, which attracts 
crowds of up to 100,000, has 
since broadened its ‘Vilification 
Framework’ to include sexual 
orientation, while setting out a 
clearer complaints processes.

But underlying problems 
persist.

‘Overt racist attitudes’
Adam Goodes, one of Aus-

tralia’s most high-profile in-
digenous sportsmen, retired 
from the AFL in 2015 after 
being subjected to repeated 
booing.

Many believed it was racially 
motivated and stemmed from 
him taking exception to be-

ing called an “ape” by a young 
spectator two years earlier. 

The AFL formally apolo-
gised last year for not doing 
more to defend him, on the 
eve of the release of a power-
ful documentary that charted 
his final years in the sport.

And this month, former 
player Heritier Lumumba went 
public with claims that he was 
routinely called “chimp” by 
teammates at his club Colling-
wood during a 10-year stint 
that ended in 2014.

“When I got into the football 
club at Collingwood in 2004, it 
had not updated its definitions 
of racism. It had not contin-
ued on that journey and found 
ways to prevent the racial dis-
crimination that I faced,” he 
told broadcaster ABC.

Collingwood last week 
pledged an independent in-
vestigation “in an effort to 
search for the truth”.

Paul Briggs, chairman of 
the AFL Aboriginal and Tor-
res Strait Islander Advisory 
Council, a body set up to pro-
vide advice to the league on 
issues impacting indigenous 
players, admitted “there is 
much work left to do”.

But in a statement he also 
praised the AFL, which last 
year appointed its first Ab-
original as commissioner 
while five clubs now have in-
digenous board members. 

“What was the acceptable 
norm of ignorance and overt 
racist attitudes in the game is 
changing fast. The AFL is lead-
ing that change,” Briggs said.

“Incidents still happen but 
the racism is identified and 
addressed by the industry, 
clubs and the fans much fast-
er and to better effect in the 
last five years.”

“It is important that we 
build on the momentum and 
the awareness of the past 
couple of weeks to continue 
the change,” he added. afp
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Two Nets players positive for 
Covid ahead of NBA restart

Patriots 
add Cam 
Newton 
to roster

BROOKLyN Nets centre DeAndre Jordan will not 
play again this season and teammate Spencer Din-
widdie’s participation is also in doubt after both 
tested positive for the coronavirus on Monday.

The NBA is planning to go ahead with its 
restart plans at Disney World in Orlando on July 
30, despite the fact that Florida is battling a surge 
in coronavirus cases in the past few days.

“Found out last night and confirmed again 
today that I’ve tested positive for Covid while 
being back in market. As a result of this, I will 
not be in Orlando for the resumption of the 
season,” Jordan said Monday on Twitter.

Guard Dinwiddie told sports news site The 
Athletic that he had experienced symptoms 
“including fever and chest tightness”.

He said it remained unclear whether he would 
be able to play in Orlando, where 22 teams will 
be based for the remainder of the season.

Players are due to travel to Florida for training 
camp in early July, and the teams will play games 
without fans in a “bubble” designed to shield 
players and team staff from the outside world.

It is a further blow to playoff ambitions of the 
Nets who are already without stars Kyrie Irving 
and Kevin Durant because of injury.

On Sunday another Nets player, forward Wil-
son Chandler, ruled himself out of the NBA’s 
restarted season, citing safety fears because of 
the coronavirus.

Chandler told ESPN he had opted to skip the 
restart in Orlando in order to spend more time 
with his family. afp

FORMER NFL MVP Cam New-
ton will attempt to fill the void 
created by Tom Brady’s depar-
ture from the New England 
Patriots after agreeing a one-
year deal with the six-time 
Super Bowl champions, 
reports said Sunday.

Newton, who was released by 
the Carolina Panthers in March, 
has passed a medical and is 
“eager” to rebuild his career 
under Patriots head coach Bill 
Belichick, ESPN reported.

The 31-year-old has strug-
gled with injuries over the past 
two seasons and has failed to 
recapture the form which 
earned him regular season 
MVP honours in 2015.

Newton led the Panthers to 
the Super Bowl in 2016 where 
they were defeated by the 
Denver Broncos 24-10.

Since that season the Pan-
thers only reached the playoffs 
once, in 2017, where they were 

beaten by the New Orleans 
Saints in a wild-card game.

Newton missed 14 games 
last season with a foot injury, 
and missed the closing games 
of the previous season with a 
shoulder injury.

NFL.com reported that New-
ton’s deal with the Patriots 
could be worth up to $7.5 mil-
lion, depending on whether 
certain performance mile-
stones were met.

Since being chosen as the 

number one pick in the 2011 
NFL Draft, Newton has 
amassed 29,041 passing yards 
with 182 touchdowns and 108 
interceptions.

He has also rushed for 4,806 
yards and 58 touchdowns, 
more than any other quarter-
back in NFL history.

Brady stunned the Patriots 
after leaving the club earlier this 
year for the Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers following a two-decade 
career with New England. afp

Brooklyn Nets centre DeAndre Jordan tested positive 
for Covid-19 and will skip the NBA’s restart. afp

Former Carolina Panthers quarterback Cam Newton won MVP honours 
in 2015 and led his team to the Super Bowl in 2016. getty images/afp

Aussie Rules racism: ‘Why do I keep playing?’

Aussie Rules Football is known for its raucous crowds, who sometimes sling racist insults from the stands.
Carlton player Eddie Betts (centre) has been the recepient of those attacks during his 16-year career. afp
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Spy claims abound at America’s Cup in NZ
T

EAM New Zealand 
said it has fired a 
number of employ-
ees for leaking confi-

dential information as spying 
claims rocked preparations 
for next year’s America’s Cup 
yachting regatta on Tuesday.

New Zealand officials said 
they were investigating “struc-
tural and financial matters” 
relating to the prestigious race 
in Auckland as team manag-
ing director Grant Dalton an-
nounced the sackings.

Few details were revealed 
but the America’s Cup, the 
world’s oldest international 
sporting trophy, has a his-
tory of intrigue surrounding 
the cutting-edge designs em-
ployed by teams.

“We’re not 100 per cent sure 
what they (wanted) or what 
they got,” Dalton told radio 
station NewstalkZB.

“But what I do know is that 
the game was up quicker than 
they expected.”

A Team New Zealand state-
ment said those involved had 
also made “highly defamato-
ry and inaccurate allegations” 
against the organisation and 
some of its personnel.

“These allegations are en-
tirely incorrect,” it said.

Team New Zealand holds 
hosting rights for the Ameri-
ca’s Cup after winning the tro-
phy, known as the Auld Mug, 
in Bermuda in 2017.

It is organising next year’s 
event with oversight from the 
New Zealand government, 
which has poured more than 
NZ$120 million ($77 million) 
into infrastructure and asso-
ciated costs.

New Zealand’s Ministry of 
Business, Innovation and 
Employment said it was ex-

amining claims relating to the 
organisation of the event.

Dalton confirmed the sacked 
employees were New Zealand-
ers working for the event-plan-
ning arm of the organisation, 
not the yacht racing team.

He refused to say how many 
people were involved, or 
speculate on their motives.

‘Like James Bond’
The yachts for next year’s 

regatta are 23-metre (75-foot) 
monohulls that use a state-of-

the-art foiling design, making 
them expensive to develop and 
unpredictable in the water.

Dalton said he was con-
cerned Team New Zealand may 
have lost valuable intellectual 
property about the vessels.

“Of course I’m worried, ab-
solutely,” he told RNZ.

“But I know the competi-
tors and I know their ethics 
and I can’t imagine for one 
millisecond that this has gone 
(to them).”

The America’s Cup, first 

contested in 1851, has often 
seen skullduggery as com-
petitors seek to gain an edge 
in a sport where innovative 
design can be crucial. 

Members of the victorious 
Australia II syndicate in 1983 
caught a scuba diver linked to 
a rival team trying to photo-
graph the boat’s revolution-
ary winged keel. 

uS billionaire Bill Koch led 
America3 to victory in 1992 
and later boasted “we were 
the ultimate in spying”. 

“We hired divers and we 
picked up people’s garbage,” 
he told Boat International. 

“We did everything we could 
within the rules and the law 
but we pushed it to the edge.” 

In 2003, uS challenger One-
World was docked points for 
breaching race rules because 
it had Team New Zealand’s 
boat data, apparently ob-
tained from a Kiwi designer 
who had switched teams.

Before the 2017 regatta, the 
then-defending champion 

jimmy Spithill of Oracle Team 
uSA admitted all teams en-
gaged in spying.

“The level of reconnaissance 
is right up there,” he said. “It is 
like james Bond or the CIA. We 
all have teams based where 
the other teams are, watching 
them all the time.”

“you can learn a lot from the 
competition. That is what it is 
about in this game. you can 
look at your competitors and 
not only take their lessons but 
improve on it.” AFP

liverpool fans admonished after chaotic celebrations
juRGEN Klopp has urged liv-
erpool fans to celebrate “in a 
safe way” during the corona-
virus crisis after chaotic scenes 
marred the club’s Premier 
league title celebrations.

Thousands of liverpool fans 
gathered at the Pier Head for a 
second night of celebrations on 
Friday after the club became 
champions of England for the 
first time in 30 years.

Police said officers were sub-
ject to violent confrontations 
and had glasses and bottles 
thrown at them as the celebra-
tions continued in the city 
centre into the early hours.

Klopp, in an open letter to 
fans in the liverpool Echo, said 
he “did not love” the scenes that 
took place at Pier Head.

“I am a human being and 
your passion is also my pas-
sion, but right now the most 
important thing is that we do 
not have these kind of public 
gatherings,” wrote Klopp.

“We owe it to the most vul-
nerable in our community, to 
the health workers who have 

given so much and whom we 
have applauded and to the 
police and local authorities 
who help us as a club not to do 
this,” he added.

Klopp said fans should cel-
ebrate in a safe way in private 
settings to avoid spreading the 
disease.

He added: “If things were dif-
ferent I would love nothing 
more than to celebrate together, 
to have a parade that would be 
even bigger than the one after 
we won the Champions league 
last year so that we could all 
share this special moment but 
it just is not possible.”

The German boss urged fans 
not to let efforts to fight Covid-
19 go to waste.

“When the time is right we 
will celebrate,” he said. “We 
will enjoy this moment and we 
will paint the city red. But for 
now, please stay at home as 
much as possible.”

In a joint statement with 
Merseyside Police and liver-
pool City Council on Saturday, 
the club criticised supporters 

who had ignored social-dis-
tancing advice.

liverpool’s mayor joe Ander-
son condemned the scenes, 
saying they had brought a 
“negative focus” on the city.

Klopp also praised fans for 
their support during the season, 
which was interrupted for three 
months by the coronavirus.

He described it as “an incred-
ible time for incredible sup-
porters of an incredible club in 
an incredible city”.

“I love your passion, your 
songs, your refusal to accept 
defeat, your commitment, 
your understanding of the 
game and your faith in what 
we are doing,” he said.

Police said £10,000 ($12,000) 
worth of damage was caused 
to the liver Building, one of 
the city’s most famous land-
marks, after a firework landed 
on a balcony on Friday.

A 19-year-old man has been 
charged with causing criminal 
damage and was due to appear 
at liverpool magistrates’ court 
on Monday. AFP

Team New Zealand, seen here in 2017, has sacked several staffers over allegations of leaking confidential information related to the Kiwi’s title defence. AFP

Liverpool football club fans wildly celebrate their team’s first Premier League title in 30 years, much to the 
disappointment of Jurgen Klopp, the team’s head coach . AFP
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