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BALOCH separatists opened fire and 
hurled a grenade at the Pakistan 
Stock Exchange in Karachi on Mon-
day, authorities said.

Four security guards, a police offic-
er and a bystander were killed in the 
melee, while local police chief Ghu-
lam Nabi Memon said all four assail-
ants were also dead.

“Police have recovered modern 
automatic weapons and explosive 
materials from the terrorists,” Kara-
chi police said in a statement.

The Balochistan Liberation Army 
(BLA) later claimed responsibility in a 
message.

The separatists have carried out a 
string of high-profile attacks across 
the country in recent years – includ-
ing in the southern port city.

The BLA is one of several insurgent 
groups fighting primarily in Paki-
stan’s southwestern Balochistan 
province, which has been rocked by 
separatist, Islamist and sectarian vio-
lence for years.

The group has targeted infrastruc-
ture projects and Chinese workers in 
Pakistan multiple times in recent years, 
including during a brazen daylight 
attack on Bejing’s consulate in Karachi 
which killed four people in 2018.

In May last year, the BLA attacked 
a luxury hotel near the Afghan border 
at Gwadar, where a port development 
is the flagship project of a multi-bil-
lion dollar national infrastructure 
project funded by China.

The US State Department last year 
designated the BLA as a global terrorist 
group, making it a crime for anyone in 
the US to assist the militants and freez-
ing any US assets they may have.

Following Monday’s attack, Pakistani 
authorities vowed to strike back against 
any group found responsible for the 
onslaught, promising to dismantle their 
networks and destroy their bases. AFP

Six die in Pakistan bourse attack

Fatal shell shock
an official from the Cambodian Mine action Centre (CMaC) inspects a workshop in Kandal province where the head 
of a 105mm shell exploded, killing a man who was working with it. CMAC sTORY > 4

Kim sarom

THE Kampong Chhnang Provincial 
Court on Monday placed a village chief 
in pre-trial detention for killing a wom-
an with whom he had allegedly had a 
romantic relationship. The incident 
happened on June 21 in Samaki 
Meanchey district’s Peam commune.

Provincial Military Police deputy com-
mander Hang Socheat told The Post on 

Monday that Kraing Kantreal village 
chief Nheb Sokhom, 67, was charged 
with killing 56-year-old Chea Thorn.

“Investigating Judge Y Thavrak 
charged him for murder under Article 
199 of the Criminal Code,” he said. 

Sokhom faces up to 15 years in 
prison if found guilty.

Socheat said an investigation 
found that Thorn had a husband 
and kids, but she had been seeing 

the village chief romantically since 
2015. Thorn’s husband is the village 
chief’s brother-in-law, he said.

Before the incident, there was an 
engagement ceremony in the village. 
After drinking some beers at the morn-
ing ceremony, the woman telephoned 
Sokhom and told him to meet her at a 
rice field around 6km from her home. 

During  questioning, the village chief 
admitted that he and Thorn engaged 

in sexual intercourse when they met 
at around 12pm.

But during the act, the woman sud-
denly had a severe seizure. Sokhom then 
dressed her and tried to wake her.

Uncertain if the woman had fainted 
or died after checking her breathing, he 
took Thorn to a nearby cottage and cov-
ered her with rice husks, plywood, and 
palm leaves. He then set her on fire and 
escaped on a motorbike, Socheat said.

Villagers said they saw Thorn rid-
ing her motorbike to the rice field, 
but the authorities were not aware 
of the incident until 7:15pm. 

After receiving a report of the body’s 
discovery, Socheat and his forces arrived 
at the scene at 7:35pm and found 
Thorn’s body in the burnt cottage. 

Provincial court spokesperson 
Chhuon Sivin could not be reached 
for comment on Monday.

May Kunmakara

T
HE Ministry of Posts and 
Telecommunications has 
set up a working group to 
study the idea of establish-

ing a Cambodian Network Informa-
tion Centre (KHNIC) to manage 
domain name registration and 
encourage people to use the nation-
al (.kh) domain. 

Ministry secretary of state Chea 
Manit led a meeting on June 25 to 
discuss the technical aspects related 
to the operations and management 
of such an information centre.

Manit said the registration pro-
cedure should follow the Asia-Pa-
cific Network Information Centre 
(APNIC) as a model.

He said KHNIC would need to be 
associated with the Internet Cor-
poration for Assigned Names and 
Numbers (ICANN) and the Internet 
Assigned Number Authority (IANA). 
Neighbouring countries Vietnam 
and Thailand have already estab-
lished network information centres.

“Creation of the KHNIC would 
take time and require extensive 
research on all related aspects. For 
instance, Vietnam has a dedicated 
general department to manage do-
main name registration,” he said. 

In Cambodia, the Telecommu-
nication Regulator of Cambodia 
(TRC) handles the .kh domain name 
registration while Telecom Cambo-
dia handles the technical tasks. 

“KHNIC management would in-

volve the registration procedure and 
IP address management. The work-
ing group will continue to study the 
network information centre mod-
els of Thailand, Vietnam and other 
countries in the region,” Manit said.

TRC spokesperson Im Vutha, 
who participated in the meeting, 
told The Post on Monday that the 
working group will study the cre-
ation of the information centre.

“We are at the stage of study to 
establish a centre parallel with oth-
er ASEAN member states. The kind 
of mechanism for domain man-
agement that we want to follow is 
used by other countries,” he said.

Vutha encouraged people in Cam-
bodia to use the national domain. 

“People here are mostly using a 
foreign domain name. Around 3,000 
local domains are being used,’’ he 
said, adding that there is no time-
frame to create the KHNIC.

The TRC report noted the in-
creasing number of internet users 
in Cambodia. 

Registered mobile SIM cards 
provided by the Kingdom’s six mo-
bile operators – CellCard, Metfone, 
Smart Axiata, qb, Seatel and CooTel 
– reached 21.63 million last year, up 
11.63 per cent compared to 2018.

Internet usage increased 18.47 
per cent and fixed broadband in-
ternet subscribers grew to 224,104, 
a 46 per cent rise.

The number of registered Face-
book accounts also increased by 29 
per cent to 8.8 million last year. 

Government 
eyes domain 
name registry

Village chief charged with murdering ‘lover’



Khorn Savi

K
ING Norodom Si-
hamoni issued a roy-
al decree on June 24 
clarifying the func-

tion of the Council of Jurists, 
the legal review body within 
the Council of Ministers.

The decree clarifies the role 
of the Council of Jurists – to 
make sure draft laws don’t 
contradict other laws on the 
books and the language is un-
derstandable and written in a 
legally sound manner.

The council has long been 
criticised for not carrying out 
its duties effectively. Govern-
ment spokesman Phay Siphan 
told The Post on Monday that 
the royal decree was aimed at 
managing the council’s work 
clearly and lawfully.

The decree states: “At 
least two regular meetings 
a year [are to be convened]. 
The council has the right 
to invite representatives of 
relevant ministries and pro-
fessional officials to join the 
consultative meetings and 

clarify any issues related to 
the framework of the minis-
tries. It can also require the 
ministries and institutions 
to provide data and informa-
tion in connection with the 
establishment of the law and 
legal standard letters.

“The Council of Jurists shall 
send representatives to join 
the plenary of the Council of 
Ministers and use the seal of 
the Council of Ministers for 
day-to-day work.”

Siphan said the Council of 
Jurists has long suffered from 

having no indication of how it 
should function and operate.

“We (the Council of Jurists) 
have been working from the 
beginning, but this time we are 
working according to the law 
that has been written,” he said.

The body’s role includes 
communicating with nation-
al and international organi-
sations for cooperation in 
response to the national as-
sembly and preparing legis-
lation for the Prime Minister 
to sign for approval from the 
King, Siphan said.

Niem Chheng

THE Ministry of Tourism and 
the Phnom Penh municipal 
administration have recog-
nised 33 tourism businesses in 
the capital which have consist-
ently implemented safety 
measures for tourists and 
adhered to the code of con-
duct issued by the ministry.

Recently, the ministry 
announced that tourism busi-
nesses had to follow a code of 
conduct to help them recover 
and to protect clients against 
Covid-19 infections. 

The municipal administra-
tion announced its findings on 
Monday at a review meeting to 
implement safe tourism meas-
ures as a first step in the Covid-
19 crisis action plan. 

The meeting was presided 
over by its Minister Thong 
Khon, and municipal governor 
Khuong Sreng, said the minis-
try’s Facebook page. 

Ministry spokesman Top 
Sopheak said on Monday that 
the ministry had just started 
evaluating the safety measures 
and codes of conduct in the 
capital. The ministry will also 
evaluate the measures in other 
provinces in the future. 

“The ministry will check the 
implementation of measures 
laid out by the ministry in tar-
get provinces across the coun-
try. Our main goals are Phnom 
Penh, and Preah Sihanouk and 
Siem Reap provinces, which 
are our biggest tourist destina-
tions,” Sopheak said.

Khon said at the meeting 
that the Cambodian tourism 
sector had been hit hard by the 
Covid-19 crisis. But since May, 
the ministry had observed 
some positive signs. During 
the first three weeks of June, 
more than 450,000 tourists vis-
ited Cambodia – an increase of 
7.24 per cent compared to the 
first three weeks of May. 

But, during the first four 
months of this year, Phnom 
Penh welcomed 775,750 inter-
national tourists – a decline of 
46.2 per cent compared to the 
same period last year.  

The minister said as of May 
8, tourism business people 
had closed 2,956 locations and 
temporarily suspended sales. 
The locations had employed 
45,405 workers across the 
Kingdom.

He said tourism in the capi-
tal has not suffered as much as 
other destinations in the coun-
try.  He said 124 locations (or 
about 10.43 per cent of tourist 
businesses nationwide) had 
been closed or suspended 
temporarily due to the Covid-
19 crisis. 

The closures and suspen-
sions had directly affected the 
employment of 1,960 people 
(or about 9.33 per cent of the 
total number of staff in the 
sector nationwide).

However, the figure does not 
include workers in entertain-
ment, spa or massage busi-
nesses which have been tem-
porarily suspended by the 
government.
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Tourism minister Thong Khon says 
more than 450,000 tourists visited 
Cambodia during the first three 
weeks of June. Tourism minisTry

Covid patient 
discharged 
from hospital
Khorn Savi

THE Ministry of Health on Monday said 
a Covid-19 patient has recovered and 
been discharged from the Khmer–Soviet 
Friendship Hospital.

This brings the number of recovered 
patients to 130 out of the 141 patients in 
the Kingdom – or about 92 per cent. 
Another eleven remain hospitalised.

The 29-year-old Cambodian man test-
ed positive for Covid-19 on June 13. He 
had boarded a flight along with other 46 
others from Indonesia and arrived in 
Cambodia on June 12.

“Eleven Covid-19 patients remain at the 
state hospital. Eight are Cambodian, 
including a woman. An Indonesian man 
returning from Indonesia on June 25 also 
remains hospitalised at the Khmer–Sovi-
et Friendship Hospital.

“The other two patients who returned 
from Malaysia on June 26 remain hospi-
talised at the Chak Angre Health Center, 
Phnom Penh,” the ministry said.

Cambodia has yet to detect community 

transmission cases with almost all con-
firmed ones being imported from abroad, 
said health officials. 

Minister of Health Mam Bun Heng 
reminded citizens on June 28 to wash 
hands frequently with soap or gel, wear 
facemasks or scarves when sneezing or 
coughing and maintain social and physi-
cal distancing to prevent a second wave 

of infections in Cambodia.
The World Health Organisation (WHO) 

said those who have a high risk of infection 
are the ones who don’t apply measures to 
protect themselves and travel frequently.

WHO confirmed on Monday that glo-
bally, nearly 10 million people have con-
tracted the virus and 500,000 have died 
from it.

A security guard checks a man’s temperature before he enters a Phnom Penh hotel. The health 
ministry has renewed its calls for the public to follow strict hygiene practices. HEnG CHiVoAn

Royal decree clarifies jurist 
council’s work, management

King Norodom Sihamoni. The decree clarifies the role of the council to make sure draft laws don’t contradict other laws. royAl Du CAmboDGE

Gov’t says tourism 
recovers slightly 
despite pandemic
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Voun Dara

GOVeRnMenT agencies 
plan to re-launch a road 
safety education campaign 
in july after recent efforts 
hit a roadblock due to the re-
emergence of Covid-19.

The Ministry of Public Works 
and Transport and the Gen-
eral Secretariat of the national 
Committee on Road Traffic 
Safety will lead the push in the 
capital and 24 provinces, minis-
try secretary of state Min Manvy 
told The Post on Monday.

She said the first road safety 
classes took place from june 
23-26 when representatives 
from half a dozen state and 
local agencies launched the 
campaign in four provinces – 
Mondulkiri, Ratanakkiri, Ste-
ung Treng and Preah Vihear.

But Manvy said the recent 
cases of novel coronavirus 
infections caused concern, 
prompting authorities to take 
a temporary break.

“Because Covid-19 recently 
resurfaced, we will see if the 
situation quietens down be-
fore continuing,” she said.

The project is led by the 
ministry, the General Secre-
tariat of the national Com-
mittee on Road Traffic Safety, 
the provincial departments 
of public works and trans-
port, the provincial deputy 
committees on road traffic 
safety and the Cambodian 

union of Youth Federations 
(CuYF) in the public works 
and transport sectors.

The ministry’s Road Traffic 
Safety Department director 
Prom Vantha said on Mon-
day a working group already 
met with citizens for ques-
tion-and-answer sessions 
about road traffic safety. 

He said the group provided 
the 500 attendees with hel-
mets and explained Cambo-
dian driving rules. He said the 
campaign will restart in Kan-
dal, Takeo, Kampot and Kep 
when Covid-19 subsides.

“We launched this cam-
paign to awaken all road us-
ers, especially motorcycle rid-
ers to heed road traffic laws. 
Hopefully, they take part in 
preventing and reducing road 
traffic accidents,” he said.

Asia Injury Prevention Foun-
dation (AIP) country director 
Kim Pagna said on Monday 
AIP will work with the minis-
try and relevant bodies to car-
ry out the work this year. 

“We want to send a message 
to citizens that fines will be 
raised,” he said.

Pagna said AIP launched 
an education campaign on 
road traffic safety on some 
major national roads, in-
cluding national Roads 4, 6 
and 1 on june 27. He said AIP 
will carry out the campaign 
in the main provinces more 
than 70 times this year.

Gov’t set to relaunch 
road safety education 
after Covid-19 eases

Families of dead garment 
workers seek compensation
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

T
He families of gar-
ment factory workers 
who died in a traffic 
accident on national 

Road 1 on june 24 said on 
Monday that they will sue the 
company that employed the 
lorry driver at fault.

The families are seeking 
$5,000 and $8,000 respectively.

The accident happened at 
Koki Thom commune in Kan-
dal and police investigators at 
the scene said the lorry driver 
was careless and crashed into 
a worker transport van travel-
ling in the opposite direction, 
injuring 50 workers, killing 
two, and himself as well.

The deceased garment 
workers were Yem Vanna and 
Lun Chenda.

Vanna’s husband Pha 
Sophorn, 31, who lives in 
Romchek commune, Preah 
Sdech district, Prey Veng 
province, told The Post on 
Monday that he plans to file a 
suit against the owner of the 
lorry in the Kandal Provincial 
Court. He is seeking $8,000 in 
compensation.

Sophorn said he and his 
wife married in 2012 and have 
two children, but they never 
signed a wedding certificate.

“I filed a complaint on the 
day the incident happened, 
but I did not clarify the amount 

of money. I will now file a new 
complaint and ask for $8,000 
from the owner of the lorry that 
caused this accident,” he said.

Lun Sambath, 56, the older 
sister of Chantha told The Post 
she is discussing with siblings 
the idea of filing a suit seeking 
$5,000 in compensation. 

“I know that the driver who 
caused the accident also died, 
but I must ask for $5,000 from 
the company to prepare a 

100-day ceremony and build 
a proper grave for my young-
er sister,” she said.

The national Social Secu-
rity Fund (nSSF) in Prey Veng 
on june 26 offered four mil-
lion riel ($980) to support the 
family and prepare the funer-
al, she said.

nSSF deputy chief in Prey 
Veng Veasna Chivy told The Post 
that his team visited and gave 
four million riel to each family, 

according to nSSF policy.
“Besides the four million riel, 

my team is checking on other 
benefits the families could re-
ceive from nSSF,” he said.

nSSF has to give some 
monthly salary to raise two 
of Vanna’s children until they 
turn 21, even though their 
parents did not sign a wed-
ding certificate. The children 
are nine and three years old, 
Chivy said. 

The National Social Security Fund (NSSF) in Prey Veng on June 26 offered four million riel ($980) to prepare 
the funeral and support the deceased’s families. NSSF
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

RATAnAKKIRI provincial and 
O’Yadav district police forces 
seized 30 logs of mixed tim-
ber from a plantation in Pak 
nhay commune’s Lom village 
on Sunday.

Police suspect traders hid 
the logs at the plantation 
while they waited to transport 
them to be sold in Vietnam. 

District police chief Souy 
Samnang told The Post on 
Monday that the joint force 
was led by the deputy police 
chief in charge of anti-crime, 
nov Dara.

The plantation is located 
along the Cambodia-Vietnam 
borderline and the logs were 
found in a forest nearby.

A motorbike which police 
suspect would be used to 
transport the timber was also 
found near the pile of logs. 
“Most of the logs measure 
40cm in diameter and are 2.5-
3m long,” he said.

Samnang said the logs and 
the motorbike were handed 
over to O’Yadav Forestry Ad-
ministration experts. They will 
analyse them in an attempt to 
identify the owner, who will 
face legal action if caught.

Provincial Forestry Admin-
istration deputy head Hong 
Kea told The Post on Monday 
that he has yet to receive an 
official report on the mea-
surement of the logs.  

In a separate incident on 
june 25, Forestry Administra-
tion police forces seized 21 
pieces of sralao timber. 

Kea said that if the perpe-
trators are identified, they 
will be fined according to 
the law. But if no one comes 
forward to confess, the wood 
will be considered “timber 
of unidentified persons” and 
listed as state property.

Niem Chheng

CAMBODIAn ambassador 
to Thailand Ouk Sorphorn 
met with the director of the 
Border Affairs Department of 
the Royal Thai Armed Forces 
Phay Thurath Lach on june 25 
to mark the 70th anniversary 
of diplomatic ties.

The two also discussed 
agenda items, including the 
opening of border crossings, 
the Cambodian embassy in 
Thailand wrote on Facebook.

The embassy said both sides 
praised long-time ties and co-
operation on border security.

“Delegates noted the progress 
of friendship and bilateral coop-
eration since the 3rd Thai-Cam-
bodian joint Cabinet Meeting 
in Cambodia, regardless of the 
sectors of trade and investment, 
education, agriculture and work, 
military and border coopera-
tion,” the Facebook post read.

On the table was the open-
ing of four international check-
points between Cambodia and 
Thailand as agreed upon by the 
top leaders of both countries.

Other border-related top-
ics, including migrant worker 
crossing, border markers, and 
enhanced cooperation on de-
mining were discussed. 

The Thai embassy in Cam-
bodia told The Post on Mon-

day this year marked the 70th 
anniversary of diplomatic ties 
between the countries and is 
meant to promote friendship 
through trade, investment 
and cultural exchanges. 

“The two countries have 
training programmes for offi-
cials. Scholarship programmes 
are granted to undergraduate 
students, foreign business peo-
ple and workers to promote 
understanding between the 
Thai and Cambodian people, ” 
the embassy said.

The Royal Academy of Cam-
bodia’s International Relations 
Institute director Kin Phea 
said ties between Cambodia 
and Thailand have grown. 

But he said there are mat-
ters the two countries should 
pay attention to, including 
honouring agreements, trea-
ties, diplomatic notes, proto-
cols along the border, respect 
for good neighbourliness and 
issues regarding Cambodian 
migrant workers to Thailand.

Phea said Cambodia is a ma-
jor market for Thai products, 
but it needs a workforce from 
Cambodia with low labour costs 
to address its labour shortage.

“Because we are the same, 
ASeAn members, we need 
to adhere to a community 
spirit and respect each oth-
er,” he said.

Hunt on for illegal loggers as 
timber found in Ratanakkiri

Thailand meeting 
marks progress on 
borders, relations

Officials, youths clean Poipet 
town, Banteay Chhmar temple 

Agriculture 
machinist dies 
after shell goes 
off in workshop

Voun Dara

B
AnTeAY Meanchey 
provincial authori-
ties teamed up with 
youths from the 

union of Youth Federations 
of Cambodia (uYFC) and 200 
other participants to clean 
the Banteay Chhmar temple 
and areas of Poipet town on 
Saturday and Sunday.

Deputy provincial gover-
nor Ros Sophany, who pre-
sided over the event, told The 
Post on Monday that the ini-
tiative was aimed at collect-
ing rubbish and beautifying 
the two areas.

“The actions of these 
youths set a good example 
for others in society. We want 
all youths in the Kingdom to 
participate in taking care of 
the environment.

“We need to clean the cities 
to provide Cambodia with a 
good environment which can 
attract national and interna-
tional tourists like developed 
countries,” Sophany said.

Women for Society Associa-
tion (WSA) chief Keo Thithlida 
told The Post on Monday that 
the campaign was conducted 
to set a good example for the 
next generation. Hopefully, 
they will learn not to throw 
rubbish on the street or nega-
tively affect the environment. 

Thithlida said: “I call for ev-

eryone, especially Cambodi-
ans and tourists to protect our 
national reputation as well as 
their reputation by disposing 
of rubbish properly. 

“We as the seniors should 
provide good examples for 
the next generation. Also, we 

should be good hosts for na-
tional and international tour-
ists who come to visit Banteay 
Chhmar temple and other 
cultural tourism temples.” 

The WSA and other youth 
volunteers are planning to 
request the provincial admin-

istration to grow palm trees in 
some areas in the province.

They also request that a 
statue of King jayavarman 
VII, the 12th-century king of 
the Khmer empire, be built 
at Banteay Chhmar temple, 
Thithlida said. 

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

A MAn died after the head of a 105mm shell 
he was working with in his workshop ex-
ploded in Kandal province on Sunday. The 
incident occurred in Pnhea Leu district’s 
Chrey Las commune.

District deputy police chief in charge of order 
and unexploded ordnances (uXO) Toem Vutha 
told The Post that before the incident, people 
saw 51-year-old Y Sarin, the owner of an agri-
culture machinery shop, in the commune.

He allegedly took the head of the 105mm 
shell into his workshop to use it to build a 
piece of equipment. About 30 minutes later, 
a loud explosion was heard coming from the 
shop which shocked his family, neighbours 
and local authorities.

Vutha said: “The[uXO’s head exploded, leav-
ing the victims’ remains scattered throughout 
the room.” 

He said the authorities examined the victim’s 
scrap pile and found two more pieces of 105 
mm shells which they confiscated to hand over 
to expert officials for destruction.

Sarin’s 25-year-old son Yorn Thanong told 
The Post on Monday that his father had used 
bullets to make various parts before. He said 
his father bought the bullets from a village 
scrap dealer 10 years ago.

“My father used to take old artillery shell 
heads to make parts for a variety of agricul-
tural machinery, and he never had any prob-
lems doing so.

“But on Sunday [june 28], I don’t know if 
there was a technical error, but the shell ex-
ploded and killed him,” Thanong said.

Cambodian Mine Action Centre (CMAC) di-

rector-general Heng Ratana appealed to people 
to stop using explosive remnants of war to make 
tools because it is illegal and life-threatening.

Ratana said: “First of all, I would like to ex-
tend my condolences to the deceased family. I 
also call on people, especially scrap vendors, to 
stop recycling explosive remnants of war as it is 
illegal and harmful to their life and the lives of 
their family members and neighbours.”

In a separate incident in Battambang prov-
ince, Rukhak Kiri district police reported 
that on Sunday afternoon, a man in a tractor 
ploughed over a landmine which exploded, 
injuring his leg and destroying the tractor. 

District police chief Chheam Mab identi-
fied the victim as 35-year-old Chun nal, a res-
ident of Kraghnam Morn Village, O’Taporng 
commune, Bakan district, Pursat province.

nal was working as a tractor driver for a pri-
vate company. The victim was taken by villag-
ers and authorities to Battambang provincial 
hospital for treatment, Mab said.

Officials and youths collect rubbish at the Banteay Chhmar temple in Banteay Meanchey province. supplied

The man allegedly used the head of the 105mm shell 
to build a piece of equipment. cmac

Most of the logs measure 40cm in diameter and are 2.5-3m long. Fresh News
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Wing (Cambodia) Limited 
Specialised Bank and Smile 
Cambodia on Saturday 

signed off an agreement as partners 
in promoting free operations nation-
wide to Cambodian patients with 
facial deformities including cleft lip 
and palate. 

Under the agreement, Wing will 
assist Smile Cambodia in promot-
ing free surgery to Cambodians with 
cleft lip and palate, and other facial 
deformities through Wing’s wide 
range of communication platforms, 
including its social media platforms 
and website, the Wing Money App 
and Wing Cash Xpress kiosks.

“The mouth is a significant part 
of the human body. However, some 
children suffer from cleft lip leading 
to eating, communication and confi-
dence issues,” said Manu Rajan, the 
CEO of Wing. “We feel their pain and 
aim to improve the quality of life of 
people and young Cambodians living 
with cleft lip and palate.”

As one of the leading special-
ised banks in Cambodia, Wing has 
embedded a strong spirit of social 
contribution among its employees 
and in their daily business opera-
tions. Wing is committed to making 
a better Cambodia in all ways, and 
so our corporate social responsibility 
programmes cover financial literacy, 
health and safety, community de-
velopment, education and gender 
diversity, he added.

“This partnership with Wing will 
allow us to reach out to a wider 
section of the population with cleft 
lip and cleft palate, and other facial 
deformities across Cambodia as Wing 
has very strong communication 
channels,” said Chan Kok Choy, the 
executive director of Smile Cam-
bodia. “We feel the suffering of the 
patients, and we want them to live 
their lives with bright smiles and 
confidence. We want to treat those 
untreated patients suffering from 
cleft lip and palate, and other facial 
deformities. We will organise surgi-
cal operations in various provinces 
to treat them and give them a better 
future.”

With patients with cleft lip often 

hesitant to socialise, causing psy-
chological issues, Smile Cambodia is 
firmly committed to continuing the 

noble cause of providing free surgery 
to Cambodians with cleft lip and 
palate, and other facial deformities, 

it said.
Over the past five years, Smile 

Cambodia has provided free surgery 
to around 1,400 patients with sup-
port from Smile Asia, Rotary Club of 
Likas Bay, Rotary Club of Lu Chou & 
i-LAn, Taiwan, Face to Face, USA, 
MdM, Australia, among others. We 
have more than 50 local volunteers 
-- including surgeons, anaesthesi-
ologists and nurses -- who are well 
experienced and who have supported 
Smile Cambodia’s surgical opera-
tions, it added. 

From now on, the close to 8,000 
Wing Cash Xpress outlets across 
the Kingdom will join in the effort 
to brighten the lives of children in 
Cambodia. 

Wing joins Smile Cambodia to support 
patients with various facial deformities 
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The signing ceremony was held last Saturday. supplied Both parties will promote free surgery to help those with cleft lip and palate. supplied

Smile executive director Chan Kok Choy. Wing CEO Manu Rajan. 

Long Kimmarita

THe Ministry of Agriculture 
Forestry and Fisheries has re-
quested citizens claiming land 
in the O’Thma forestry resto-
ration station area in Preah 
Sihanouk province to submit 
their ownership documents to 
the district Forestry Adminis-
tration before july 15. 

If citizens do not submit 
their documents, they forfeit 
their claims to the land, as the 
ministry said in an announce-
ment on Friday that it is plan-
ning to develop the area. 

Ownership documents will be 
accepted during working hours 

until july 15 and the administra-
tion would inspect and verify 
them to determine the rightful 
landowners, the ministry said.

“In case of failure to provide 
relevant documents, the min-
istry will not be liable for any 
losses. The ministry strongly 
believes in collaborating with 
all citizens who provide rel-
evant documents in a timely, 
understanding and respon-
sible manner,” it said. 

The ministry’s deputy cabi-
net director and spokesperson 
Chan Heng on Monday referred 
questions to provincial Forestry 
Administration officials.

Provincial Forestry Adminis-

tration chief Dy Sokhom said 
because the land has been 
owned and sold by several res-
idents in the past, the ministry 
needs to review boundaries to 
ensure their plans to develop 
O’Thma does not affect the 
people’s livelihood.

“upon receiving the docu-
ments of the people who oc-
cupy the land in the area, the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
the provincial administration 
will set up a committee to 
deal with these issues.”

Rights group Adhoc pro-
vincial coordinator Cheap 
Sotheary said the ministry’s 
announcement was an ex-

pression of good-faith.
This would allow all land-

holders to negotiate to avoid 
conflicts as the authorities pro-
ceed to plan their restoration 
development project, she said.

“Getting the documents is also 
a historical study of its occupa-
tion. What is the nature of the 
occupation? Is it a clear docu-
ment, a valid occupation or not? 

“Sometimes, citizens know 
they have land in the area but 
don’t have clear documents. 
When there is an announce-
ment, the relevant parties can 
submit their documents and 
the authorities can find a so-
lution,” she said.

Villagers told to show land titles, or else  

Man appeals 
prison term 
for child rape
Kim Sarom

T
He Court of Appeal 
on Monday heard the 
case of a man sen-
tenced to 10 years in 

jail for raping a young girl in 
Svay Rieng commune, Svay 
Rieng province last year.

Presiding judge Yon narong 
read the Svay Rieng Provin-
cial Court’s original report 
which said on April 15, last 
year, at 8pm in Svay Rieng 
district’s Me Phloeung village, 
19-year-old Thun Thav took a 
13-year-old girl into the men’s 
restroom at the Svay Rieng 
provincial cinema.

He then closed the door and 
raped her in the restroom. Af-
ter the incident, the victim 
told her father, Som Sokchea, 
and he filed a complaint with 
the police to arrest Thav.

The provincial court an-
nounced its verdict on Octo-
ber 31, last year, and sentenced 
Thav to 10 years in prison.

Thav told the judge in the 
appeal court on Monday that 
he was a balloon seller. He 
said he saw the victim enter 
the restroom on the day of 
the incident and admitted to 
raping her once.

judge narong reminded 

Thav that in his earlier confes-
sion, he admitted to raping her 
five times. 

Thav said: “At that time I 
was scared and just answered 
it. I raped the girl only one 
time. I request that the court 
reduce my sentence.”

Prosecutor Tan Senarong 
said that after following the 
facts and listening to Thav’s 
version of events in the court-
room, it was clear that Thav 
had raped the victim as in his 
original confession. 

Im Mach, Thav’s defence 
lawyer, said his client did not 
commit the crime as stated 
by the provincial court report. 
He said Thav did touch the 
victim’s genital area with his 
penis, but he stopped short of 
penetration.

He said accusing his client 
of rape was unfair because ac-
cording to medical examina-
tions performed by three doc-
tors, there were no scars or cuts 
in the victim’s genital area.

The victim’s family has also 
withdrawn their complaint. 
Mach told the judge: “I re-
quest the Court of Appeal to 
drop the charges and release 
my client.”

judge  narong said he will an-
nounce his verdict on july 14.

Villagers are required to submit their ownership documents before July 15, or forfeit their claims to the land. Agriculture Ministry



Thou Vireak

A PROPOSED 150MW hydropower 
project on the upper reaches of the Tatai 
river in Koh Kong province’s northern 
Thma Bang district is looking more 
likely to happen, as the government 
strives to promote investment in the 
electricity sector and increase supply.

Provincial deputy governor Sok Sothy 
told The Post that investment negotia-
tions are expected to open soon.

He said: “Our assessment of envi-
ronmental and social impact [associ-
ated with the new project] is about 80 
per cent complete, with social impact 
largely determined to be minimal.

“We have studied the impact on 
two communes [in Thma Bang dis-
trict’s northwest] – Russey Chrum 
and Tatai Leu.”

The project will be built by the Chi-
nese state-owned China National Heavy 
Machinery Corp (CNHM) at a cost of 

$380 million and will supply Koh Kong 
and neighbouring provinces, he said.

“The project will not only spur 
development in Koh Kong province, 
but it will also serve as a battery for 
electricity distribution throughout 
Cambodia in the future,” said Sothy.

There are currently three hydropow-
er dams in the province generating 
602MW, he said. Russey Chrum Krom 
produces 338MW, Stung Tatai provides 
246MW and Kirirom III adds 18MW. 

Ministry of Mines and Energy’s 
General Department of Energy direc-
tor-general Victor Jona said CNHM is 
in early stages of planning their new 
upper Tatai river project.

But its preliminary assessments 
show that the project is technically 
sound, and will be able to provide 
more than 50 per cent during the dry 
season, he said. “I personally believe 
that the project is technically and 
economically sound.

“The project will go online in 2026, 
pending agreement on the final price [for 
the electricity generated]. Initial nego-
tiations have not yet begun,” said Jona.

He previously told The Post that 
Cambodia can currently generate 
about 70-80 per cent of total domes-
tic electricity consumption.

Keo Ratanak, director-general of 
state-run electricity supplier Electric-
ite du Cambodge (EdC), previously 
said the Kingdom is working to gen-

erate more than 1,000MW of new 
energy by the end of this year.

“EdC is currently trying to find elec-
tricity in a number of ways, such as 
using coal-fired power plants and 
solar energy, and purchasing from 
low-cost sources [such as Laos] to 
remedy the situation,” he said.

The EAC’s 2018 Annual Report said 
Cambodia planned to increase its 
power supply to 2,870MW by last year, 
up from 2,650.26MW in 2018.
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Breeders on ‘dying breath’ as low 
prices take bite out of croc farming
Hin Pisei

C
ROCODILE breed-
ers have asked for 
government inter-
vention to help the 

industry penetrate new in-
ternational markets through 
direct exports and placing 
less reliance on traders from 
neighbouring countries.

This comes as the price for 
newborn hatchlings plum-
meted to a record-low of 
$2.50 per head, down from 
the $7-$10 range seen dur-
ing this time last year.

Female crocodiles typically 
lay 20-60 eggs between late 
February and May, which 
hatch between April and July. 

Crocodile Raising Associa-
tion of Siem Reap member 
Reach Chanthorn, whose 
farm boasts 500 large croco-
diles, told The Post on Mon-
day that the drop in price 
coupled with dried-up de-
mand has led to severe loss-
es for breeders.

He noted that the price 
had been in steady decline 
over the last three years, but 
this year’s slump had been 
on another level.

Chanthorn, who has more 
than 30 years of experience in 
crocodile farming, said breed-
ing the creatures has “eaten up 
a chunk of gold and land titles, 
as this years’ price for hatch-
lings has taken a sharp dive, 
leading to losses for farmers”.

He noted that sales rev-
enue this year amounted 
to just enough to purchase 
three months worth of feed 

for large crocodiles.
“Breeders are on their dy-

ing breath, the prices are way 
too low – I can’t even muster 
up the will to go see the croc-
odiles,” said Chanthorn.

He cited the absence of a 
direct international market, 
Vietnamese traders shaking 
up market prices and fewer 
buyers from Thailand as the 
main reasons for the drop in 
the price of hatchlings.

He said: “I believe that 
help from the authorities in 
allowing Cambodia to ex-
port crocodiles directly to 
China would prove a god-
send. They’d fetch high pric-
es given how large a market 
China is and how high their 

demand is for crocodile 
skin. We’d also be able to 
avoid depreciation due to 
intermediaries.”

Not exclusive to hatch-
lings, the price of adult fe-
male crocodiles have fallen 
from $500-$600 to about 
$150, he said.

Crocodile farming in the 
Kingdom produces between 
800,000 and one million 
head per year, of which Siem 
Reap province accounts for 
60 per cent, he said.

Chak Socheat, who has 
more than 200 crocodiles 
in the province, said the 
creatures are losing their 
marketability and costing 
breeders a lot of money.

As costs for feed have 
inched up year-on-year, the 
$2.50 price tag on hatchlings 
leaves breeders out of pock-
et, he said.

“Given the current situ-
ation, I would sell all my 
crocodiles in a heartbeat to 
the first prospective buyer. 
The longer I keep them, the 
more I’ll have to fork over for 
feed,” said Socheat, adding 
that fish for crocodile feed 
currently costs around 2,000 
riel ($0.50) per kg.

Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries data 
show that there are about 
700 crocodile farms in Cam-
bodia, of which 445 are reg-
istered with the ministry.

Minister Veng Sakhon told 
The Post on Monday that 
the ministry has never ne-
glected to seek international 
markets to export crocodiles 
directly from Cambodia.

The issue, he said, is that 
the product had no orders.

The current decline in 
prices and lack of markets 
may be due to factors such 
as quietness on the inter-
national market and Cam-
bodian crocodiles not being 
raised in line with interna-
tional standards, he said.

“The price of crocodiles in 
Cambodia depends on the 
international market. So if 
there are no international 
orders, prices will fall in 
suit,” said Sakhon.

He said he has always tak-
en the initiative to showcase 
Cambodia’s potential and 
draw in investors and breed-
ers who are able to produce 
crocodiles in line with buy-
ers’ standards.

He noted that crocodile 
farming in Cambodia takes 
more of a monkey-see, mon-
key-do approach, and yields 
in low-grade crocodile skins. 
“With this method of breed-
ing, our crocodile skins are 
completely incapable of meet-
ing their [buyers’] standards.”

Crocodile breeding in the 
Kingdom produced 421,811 
head last year, or 137.67 per 
cent of the 300,000 target, 
the ministry said in its 2019 
Annual Report.

This is up 0.67 per cent, or 
2,811 head, from the 419,000 
crocodiles recorded in 2018.

The Russey Chrum Krom hydropower dam produces 338MW. CHINA HUADIAN CORP LTD

Crocodile breeding in the Kingdom produced 421,811 head last year, or 137.67 per cent of the 300,000 
target. HENG CHIVOAN

Thou Vireak

IN HAI Decoration (Cambodia) Co Ltd 
became the first company to success-
fully register via a newly-launched 
information technology platform.

Six ministries and state-run institu-
tions have been integrated into a 
business registration system on an 
information technology platform 
that was launched on June 15 by gov-
ernment representatives.

The platform intends to make the 
process of registering and opening a 
business in Cambodia easier and 
more efficient.

The six ministries and state institu-
tions listed in the system are the minis-
tries of Interior; Economy and Finance; 
Commerce; and Labour and Vocation-
al Training, as well as the General 
Department of Taxation and the Coun-
cil for the Development of Cambodia.

Finance ministry spokesman Meas 
Soksensan told The Post on Monday 
that In Hai Decoration registered on 
June 22 and received approval from 
the tax department and commerce 
and labour ministries on Thursday.

They then obtained a business 
licence in just four days, he stressed.

“The ministry will expand its busi-
ness registration system with the rel-
evant ministries and other institutions 
in the future to further streamline 
business registration,” he said.

Speaking at the June 15 launch cer-
emony, Phan Phalla, the secretary of 
state of the finance ministry and the 
chairman of the inter-ministerial reg-
istration system working group, said 
that the system will require compa-
nies to complete a one-time business 
registration form and that the entire 
process takes only eight days.

He added that all business registration 
data will be automatically transmitted 
to the six ministries and state institu-
tions for inspection and approval.

“All the processes will be done com-
pletely online. There are no tangible 
documents.

“All fees will be paid online and cer-
tificates issued by the ministries and 
institutions will also be provided in a 
digital format and can be self-pub-
lished for official use,” said Phalla.

That same day, finance minister 
Aun Pornmoniroth said the platform 
will help turn Cambodia into a mod-
ern and dynamic investment desti-
nation, especially in the context of 
changing global production chains 
and relocating of factories.

“I encourage businesspeople to use 
the new business registration system 
and its mechanisms to the fullest 
extent possible,” he said.

Phalla added: “The cost of registra-
tion under the new mechanism has 
been reduced by about 40 per cent. 
The patent tax for the year of registra-
tion has been reduced by 50 per cent 
and the registration taxes for new 
registration documents are now 
exempt.

“Businesspeople are no longer 
required to take a photo and scan their 
fingerprint immediately after listing,” 
he said.

Proposed Koh Kong 
dam one step closer

First company 
licensed via 
integrated 
tech platform



UNFAZED by the coronavirus pan-
demic, the Manila-based Phinma 
group is proceeding with its expan-
sion programme in the education sec-
tor, aiming to be the country’s largest 
affordable education provider.

This is while continuing to explore 
investments in other Southeast Asian 
countries, including Cambodia, Phin-
ma Corp president and CEO Ramon 
del Rosario Jr told stockholders during 
their annual meeting last week.

The group is currently in discussions 
to invest in more educational institu-
tions, particularly in Metro Manila and 
Calabarzon (Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, 
Rizal, Quezon), he said.

“We do have a very handsome investi-
ble fund kitty and we are looking at 
expansion both in the Philippines and 
in Southeast Asia,” said del Rosario.

To support its rapid business growth, 
the group last year entered into a part-
nership with Kaizenvest, Netherlands 
Development Finance Co, and Asian 
Development Bank involving the infu-
sion of 1.875 billion pesos ($37.6 mil-
lion) in new capital into Phinma Edu-
cation to support local and offshore 
acquisitions and expansions.

Del Rosario said: “Despite the Covid-
19 pandemic, these funds remain fully 
allocated to support acquisitions.”

Through Phinma Education Hold-
ings Inc, the group has interest in 
seven tertiary education schools, the 
most recent of which was its acquisi-
tion of Republican College last year.

Despite the challenges faced by the 
private tertiary industry, the group’s 
freshmen enrolment grew by 24 per 
cent. As of school year 2019-2020, the 

group had a student population of 
74,187 nationwide.

Last year, Phinma Education’s var-
ious schools posted a 100 per cent 
first-timers passing rate in 40 differ-
ent licensure exams, Del Rosario 
reported. Since 2004, this unit has 
fielded 98 board exam topnotchers 
and 24,825 licensed professionals.

Elsewhere in the region, Phinma 
Education has likewise been growing 
its footprint.

In February last year, Phinma Edu-
cation entered into a joint venture 
with an Indonesian educational insti-
tution to establish PT Ind Phil Man-
agement to manage tertiary schools 
in Indonesia.

Apart from growing its business in 
Indonesia, where Phinma sees high 
potential for growth, Del Rosario said 
the group was looking at the education 
space in Cambodia, Vietnam and Laos.

In Yangon, Myanmar, the group ear-
lier set up Phinma Training Center in 
partnership with Victoria Hospital, one 
of the most technologically advanced 
hospitals in Myanmar’s biggest city. 
This venture started offering short 
nursing and health-care programmes 
for nursing assistants in 2017.

Phinma expects the rest of this year 
to be a significantly challenging year 
for the group, similar to most other 
businesses in the country and across 
the globe.

Del Rosario said: “We are hopeful, 
however, that our businesses can 
achieve modest growth in 2021, then 
eventually return to a more vigorous 
growth path.” PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA 
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EXPERTS on Monday said the current 
trade restrictions imposed by Japan 
on South Korea should be alleviated 
as strengthened cooperation in mate-
rial, parts and equipment will lead to 
greater economic value.

Speaking at a seminar hosted by the 
Federation of Korean Industries (FKI), 
they noted that closer cooperation 
between both countries could gener-
ate added value worth $123 billion.

The seminar aimed to explore the 
economic impact of Japan’s export 
regulations on three major high-tech 
raw materials of Korean tech firms – 
hydrogen fluoride, fluorinated poly-
imides and photoresists – in July last 
year, seeking desirable future direc-
tions of bilateral economic rela-
tions.

Lee Hong-bae, professor at Dong-
Eui University and chairman of the 
Northeast Asia Economic Association 
of Korea, said: “In a paradoxical sense, 
close cooperation with Japan is not 
an option but a necessity for Korea’s 
material, parts and equipment indus-
tries to secure a global competitive 
edge.

“The three sectors of the two coun-
tries generated about $81.1 billion 
worth of added value as of 2018 through 
strong division of labour. When [divi-
sion is] expanded to the entire manu-
facturing industries, the value increas-
es to about $123.3 billion.”

He added that the collapse of the 
global value chain between the two 
countries due to the recent regula-
tions would mean this much loss.

Park Jae-geun, professor of Han-
yang University and chairman of the 
Korean Society of Semiconductor 
and Display Technology, said: “In 

response to Japan’s export regula-
tions, Korean firms responded with 
localisation and diversification of 
foreign suppliers.

“However, the results differed 
depending on the items. The propor-
tion of hydrogen fluoride imports 
from Japan declined from 44 per cent 
to 12 per cent between January and 
May year-on-year. But, imports of 
fluorinated polyimides and photore-
sists increased.”

As for photoresists, the shipments 
rose 18 times through indirect 
imports from Belgium, Park said.

FKI vice-chairman Kwon Tae-shin 
said: “After Japan’s unilateral action, 
dependence on Japan for materials 
and parts was partially reduced due 
to Korea’s localisation of related items 
and securing alternative importers.

“It is a pity that there are no signs 
of normalisation of diplomatic rela-
tions between the two countries after 
the Korea-Japan summit in Chengdu, 
China on December 24 last year, and 
that the resolution of mutual export 
regulations through dialogue was 
cancelled.

FKI international cooperation divi-
sion head Kim Bong-man said: “There 
is the worst-ever diplomatic conflict 
between Korea and Japan and, as a 
result, Korean companies are facing 
difficulties in doing business with 
Japan.

“The FKI will do its best to resolve 
the pending issues of mutual export 
regulations between Korea and Japan 
and lift the ban on Korean business-
men from entering Japan.” THE KOREA 

HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Vietnam PM: Hanoi 
must become East 
Asian centre by 2045
H

ANOI must have 
transformed itself 
into one of the po-
litical, economic 

and cultural centres in East 
Asia by 2045, when Vietnam 
becomes a developed coun-
try, Prime Minister Nguyen 
Xuan Phuc said on Saturday.

He made the remark while 
addressing the “Hanoi 2020 
– Investment and Develop-
ment Cooperation” confer-
ence that aimed to promote 
post-Covid-19 economic re-
covery and development in 
the Vietnamese capital.

The conference looked to 
press on with administrative 
reforms and improvement 
of the local business climate 
and competitiveness so Ha-
noi can achieve strong socio-
economic results, with its 
gross regional domestic prod-
uct (GRDP) growth 1.3 times 
faster than the whole coun-
try’s gross domestic product 
expansion, and the budget 
revenue target of 285 trillion 
dong ($12.3 billion) this year.

Phuc said: “Hanoi authorities 
have actively dialogued with 
and created optimal condi-
tions for all economic sectors 
to develop. Thanks to their dy-
namism, the city has attracted 
a number of foreign-invested 

and large-scale projects.
“With its new stature, Hanoi 

now should not merely be the 
political, economic and cul-
tural centre of Vietnam but 
one of the centres in South-
east Asia, and by 2045, among 
such hubs in East Asia.”

The target for Hanoi was no 
longer to compete with other 
Vietnamese localities but 
with other cities in the region 
like Bangkok, Jakarta, Shang-
hai and Manila, he said.

“The city needs to have 
good institutional quality and 
capitalise on existing special 
mechanisms, especially the 
National Assembly’s recent 
resolution on piloting some 
specific financial and budget-
ary mechanisms and policies 
for the capital.

“The city should also make 
full use of opportunities and 
be more proactive to seek new 
development models and en-
gage in global value chains. 

“It needs to maximise the 
geo-political and economic 
advantages of Vietnam and the 
Capital Region while cooper-
ating with other localities and 
considering them partners 
for common development as 
each of them has specific ad-
vantages,” said Phuc.

He also asked the city to 

create a competitive and in-
stitutionally efficient and ef-
fective economy and become 
a liveable city.

Local per capita income has 
approximated $5,500 each 
year, and if the average an-
nual growth rate of nine per 
cent is sustained, Hanoi will 
be able to become a high-
income locality by 2030, 15 
years ahead of the same tar-
get for Vietnam, he said.

At the conference, municipal 
People’s Committee chairman 
Nguyen Duc Chung said the 
city had gone 72 days with-
out community transmission 
of Covid-19, with life back to 
normal for the most part. 

Chung said despite the se-
vere impacts of the pandem-
ic, the GRDP of Hanoi grew 
by 3.39 per cent with 12,650 
newly registered enterprises 
in the first half of the year.

Total registered capital also 
reached 175 trillion dong, up 
nine per cent over the same 
period last year.

“Foreign direct investment 
attraction in the six months 
reached $4 billion. The state 
budget revenue for the six 
months is expected to meet 
50 per cent of the estimate,” 
said Chung.

He also announced a list 

of 282 projects in eight fields 
calling for an investment of 
483.1 trillion dong, including 
industry, trade and services, 
infrastructure, and the envi-
ronment.

Authorities also presented 
investment certificates to 229 
projects worth 405.57 trillion 
dong at the conference.

Vietnam Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry chair-
man Vu Tien Loc told Viet 
Nam News: “Hanoi is one of 
the first cities in the world to 
curb the Covid-19 pandemic 
and has started to restore 
economic activities, which is 
considered a miracle.

“This conference is held 
in the context that Vietnam 
begins a new phase of devel-
opment, welcoming new in-

vestment capital. With its ad-
vantages, the capital will be 
the frontline in receiving this 
new wave of investment.

“Hanoi needs to best serve 
the projects of existing busi-
nesses to promote the city’s 
economic development, but 
the friendliness of civil ser-
vants is not highly appreci-
ated. The city should research 
and develop a district-level 
competitiveness index to bet-
ter serve citizens and busi-
nesses,” he said.

Korea Chamber of Business 
in Vietnam chairman Kim Han-
yong said the business commu-
nity in Vietnam had been seri-
ously affected by the Covid-19 
pandemic, especially the avia-
tion and tourism industries.

He said he highly valued 

Vietnam’s effective contain-
ment of the Covid-19 pan-
demic. The country had sup-
ported businesses to stabilise 
production and soon resume 
operations as well as extend-
ing tax payment deadlines.

However, local and Korean 
businesses in Vietnam still 
face many difficulties. Kim 
urged the government to de-
liver more supportive policies 
to assist businesses, especial-
ly those in tourism.

He said South Korea can sup-
port Vietnam in digital trans-
formation so the country can 
become a digital society and 
added that Korean businesses 
would like to work with Hanoi 
authorities to contribute to the 
development of the capital. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc said Hanoi must have transformed itself into one of the political, 
economic and cultural centres in East Asia by 2045. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

Japan has restricted the export of critical chipmaking materials to South Korea. PUBLIC 
DOMAIN

Japan ‘must ease SK export curbs’ Manila’s Phinma plans to 
expand, eyes Cambodia
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Fancy a luxury condo-
minium overseeing the 
magnificent Mekong 
River with a 200m 

private yacht marina? 
In that case, the up- 

coming Morgan EnMaison 
project could be the ideal  
waterfront property to suit 
your tastes. 

Facing the mighty  
Mekong River, Morgan  
EnMaison is certainly an  
extraordinary development  
in Phnom Penh, where  
developers are competing  
to create the best high-end 
condominiums for the  
capital’s growing number  
of urbanites.  

The massive project being 
undertaken by Morganford 
Investment (cambodia) co  
Ltd consists of luxury apart-
ments and an office block, all 
situated along the Mekong in 
Phnom Penh’s chroy changvar 
district. 

The entire area across the 
chroy changvar bridge is set 
to become a new Phnom Penh 
business centre with modern 

amenities – transforming it 
into a new satellite town along 
the Mekong River. 

Elegant interiors with 
contemporary kitchen and 
toilet fittings, stunning river 
views, modern architectural 
design and close proximity to 
amenities all come together 
to make Morgan EnMaison an 
outstanding development. 

The U-shaped, five-building 
project facing the Mekong is 
set to comprise four residential 
blocks with an office tower 
at its centre, and will house a 
total of 4,847 units. 

The developer is construct-
ing two elegant condominium 
towers rising to 54 storeys, 
while the other two comprise  
47 floors. 

The landmark 70-storey 
centrepiece business tower will 
come with a helipad, allowing 
residents to move around eas-
ily and avoid traffic congestion 
in the city.  

The massive project is taking 
shape on a 3ha site.

“nearly 20 per cent of the 
work has been completed,  
and we are confident of 
delivering the project on time 
despite the current challenges 
faced by many developers in 
cambodia due to the covid-19 
outbreak.

“Ours is one of the few 
projects that did not stop con-
struction work over the past 
few months despite a shortage 
of workers because we want to 
deliver to our customers as we 
promised,” Tang Qilong, the 
cEO of Morganford Invest-
ment, told The Post.

The condominiums are 
neatly designed for urban 
dwellers, with compact and 
well-furnished studio apart-
ments, while buyers can also 
choose from one, two or three 

bedroom apartments. 
Intelligent security  

systems, 24-hour medical  
and housekeeping services, 
nearly 10,000 square metres  
of landscaped gardens along 
the riverside and a 200m 
leisure trail all make Morgan 
EnMaison a unique develop-
ment project.

“We want to give our buyers 
the best, from the amenities to 
the high levels of security, so 
people can live in peace and 
enjoy the spectacular views of 
the Mekong River. 

“Morgan EnMaison is the 
first waterfront project with 
numerous facilities such as 
lush gardens, swimming pools 
and a helipad. 

“It is ideally located in 

the city and well connected 
to landmark areas in Phnom 
Penh,” Tang said.

While 50 per cent of work 
at Morgan Tower in Koh Pich 
is done, it is not just in Phnom 
Penh that Morganford Invest-
ment is making its mark with 
high-end projects. 

In Sihanoukville’s Otres 2, 
the Morgan Pure Bay is cur-
rently under construction. 

changing the face of 
Phnom Penh living and offer-
ing the best in high-quality 
modern amenities, Morgan 
EnMaison is the property to 
watch out for if you want to 
enjoy a serene lifestyle by the 
river, all while surrounded 
by lush greenery and luxury 
facilities. 

PH
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enjoy stunning mekong views from 
morgan enmaison’s luxury towers

The project is located in Phnom Penh’s Chroy Changvar district. Morgan EnMaison’s riverfront property could outclass its rivals. 

Morganford Investment (Cambodia) Co Ltd CEO Tang Qilong. 

High quality interior fixtures are some of the features of the condominiums. 

Once completed, Morgan EnMaison will comprise five luxury towers overlooking the Mekong River. 

construction

”
We want to give our 
buyers the best, from 
the amenities to the 
high levels of security, 
so people can live in 
peace and enjoy the 
spectacular views of 
the Mekong River 

Tang QILOng /CeO 
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nORTH KOReA has stepped up 
monitoring of its citizens whose 
family members have defected 
to the South, a local news outlet 
reported on Sunday.

Defectors in the South have 
been sending cash to and cor-
responding with their family 
left behind in the north via 
Chinese brokers, but that has 
stopped after Pyongyang del-
egated the job of monitoring 
defector families to a central 
party organ in charge of state 
security, from provincial 
branches, it said.

The latest inter-Korean crisis 
over the anti-Pyongyang leaf-
let launches sent by defector 
groups in Seoul could have 
played a role, said the report.

“no phone call or anything. 
I haven’t heard from my fam-
ily up there for a month now. 
The leaflet crisis seems to have 
raised security levels there,” 
one defector in the South said, 
adding that there has never 
been a situation like this over 
the last few years.

Chinese brokers, for certain 
fees, arrange phone calls and 
money transfers for defectors 
in the South, often bribing the 
north’s provincial security 
officials in the course.

The report said hatred 
toward defector families was 
brewing in the north as the 
communist regime continued 
to crack down on them.

Six out of 10 defectors in the 
South sent cash back to their 
family at least once last year, 
with a one-time average pay-
ment of 1.62 million won 
($1,350) and the largest pay-
ment marking $109,102, the 
latest data compiled by a civic 
group on north Korea human 
rights in Seoul show. THE KOREA 

HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Ten million virus cases, 500,000 dead
M

ORe than half a million 
people have died in the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
a tally showed on Mon-

day, as bars in Los Angeles were or-
dered to close again due to surging 
cases in the uS.

The worldwide number of recorded 
infections is now just over 10 million 
from the virus that first emerged late 
last year, with fears growing of a full-
blown second wave. The rate of con-
tagion has doubled since May 21.

One million new infections were 
recorded in just six days, the AFP 
count based on official sources 
shows, even as some countries loos-
en punishing lockdowns that have 
devastated their economies and 
thrown millions out of work.

The uS, the hardest-hit country, has 
more than 2.6 million cases alone, 
and efforts to reopen the world’s big-
gest economy have been set back by 
a jump in new infections in big states 
such as Florida and California.

President Donald Trump was un-
der growing pressure to set an ex-
ample by wearing a face mask as his 
health secretary warned the “win-
dow is closing” for the country to 
gain control of the situation.

The disease is also rampaging 
through Latin America, where Brazil 
alone has over 1.3 million cases.

Infections are up too in some other 
parts of the world that have reopened, 
with europe registering a caseload of 
over 2.6 million, although daily rates 
have stabilised.

The uS state of California was the 
latest authority to reimpose restric-
tions, ordering bars in Los Angeles 
and six other counties – an area with 
13.5 million residents – to close be-
cause of the rising number of cases.

The hardest-hit parts of the uS are 
in the south and west, where many 
state leaders had pushed for early 
economic reopenings.

But Los Angeles, the second-largest uS 
city, only reopened its bars on june 19.

California had already ordered some 
areas to reinstate stay-at-home or-
ders, while San Francisco announced 
a “pause” in its reopening.

In Florida, Governor Ron DeSantis 
conceded there had been an “explo-

sion” in new cases as the state notched 
a record 9,585 cases in 24 hours.

Young people frustrated by months of 
confinement have poured back to the 
state’s beaches, boardwalks and bars, 
often without masks and seemingly un-
concerned about social distancing.

Miami announced beaches would 
close over the july 4 holiday weekend 
and bars are also shutting their doors.

new coronavirus cases have been 
surging in more than half of uS states, 
reaching record highs.

Several other countries have also 
imposed new restrictions to counter 
fresh outbreaks.

China imposed a strict lockdown on 
nearly half a million people in a prov-
ince surrounding Beijing to contain a 
fresh cluster.

Beijing official Xu Hejian described the 
situation as “severe and complicated”.

And while the British government 
warned it might have to shut down the 
city of Leicester because of a rise in 

cases, it still plans a july 4 reopening 
of pubs, restaurants and hairdressers 
across england.

In Paris, police used tear gas to dis-
perse crowds of young people who 
had gathered for an impromptu party 
on Saturday evening.

The tension between reopening 
battered economies – efforts pushed 
in the uS by Trump – and public 
health concerns is a source of debate 
in nearly every country.

uS deaths now exceed 128,000, 
about a quarter of the world total.

Secretary of Health and Human Ser-
vices Alex Azar said on Cnn: “This is 
a very, very serious situation and the 
window is closing for us to take action 
and get this under control.”

The eu has pushed back a deci-
sion on a list of “safe countries” from 
which travellers can visit europe – a 
list which could exclude the uS.

With Trump struggling to get his 
re-election bid off the ground ahead 

of the november vote, the campaign 
confirmed that planned events fea-
turing Vice-President Mike Pence in 
Arizona and Florida next week had 
been postponed “out of an abun-
dance of caution”.

Infections are also running higher 
in India, with densely populated cit-
ies particularly hard hit.

Although a nationwide lockdown is 
gradually being eased, the country set 
a daily record on Saturday with 18,500 
new cases and 385 deaths. Total infec-
tions are at 509,000, with more than 
15,600 deaths.

Iran, which has struggled to curb 
its outbreak even as it gradually lifted 
restrictions from April, said it would 
make mask-wearing mandatory in 
certain areas from next week.

Many global events have had to be 
curtailed because of the pandemic, 
with the 50th anniversary of the first 
Gay Pride march marked mostly on-
line. AFP

Russia’s nornickel admits waste ‘violations’ at Arctic plant
A RuSSIAn mining giant 
behind an enormous Arctic fuel 
spill last month said on Sunday 
it had suspended workers at a 
metals plant who were respon-
sible for pumping wastewater 
into nearby tundra.

MMC norilsk nickel PjSC 
(nornickel) cited a “flagrant 
violation of operating rules” in 
a statement announcing it had 
suspended employees respon-
sible for dumping wastewater 
from a dangerously full reser-
voir into wildlife.

The incident occurred at the 
Talnakh enrichment plant 
near the Arctic city of norilsk, 
the company said, one month 
after the unprecedented fuel 
leak sparked a state of emer-
gency declared by President 
Vladimir Putin.

More than 21,000 tonnes of 
diesel leaked from a fuel stor-

age tank at one of the com-
pany’s subsidiary plants near 
norilsk. The fuel seeped into 
the soil and dyed nearby 
waterways bright red.

A source told the non-gov-
ernmental Interfax news 
Agency jSC on Sunday that in 
the most recent case, around 
6,000 cubic metres of liquid 
used to process minerals at the 
facility had been dumped and 
that the discharge had lasted 
“several hours”.

It was impossible to deter-
mine how far the wastewater 
had dispersed, the source said.

Independent newspaper 
Novaya Gazeta published vid-
eos from the scene showing 
large metal pipes carrying 
wastewater from the reservoir 
and dumping foaming liquid 
into nearby trees.

The journalists claimed the 

factory deliberately funnelled 
the wastewater into wildlife 
areas and hastily removed 
their pipes when investigators 
and emergency services 
arrived on the scene.

The Investigative Committee, 
which probes serious crimes, 
said it had received reports of 
“unauthorised dumping of liq-
uid waste into the tundra” on 
the site of the facility, and had 
opened an enquiry.

Heavy machinery used to 
clear the pipes crushed a car 
delivering officials to the scene, 
reported Novaya Gazeta.

Interfax said no one was 
injured in the incident which 
was also being probed.

nornickel spokeswoman 
Tatiana egorova earlier on Sun-
day said employees of the fac-
tory had pumped out “purified 
water” and that an internal 

investigation was under way.
Russia’s natural resources 

agency said the decision to 
remove water from the reservoir 
was taken to avoid an emer-
gency after heavy rains and 
recent tests had caused water 
levels to increase dramatically.

The local emergency services 
in a statement said the waste-
water was not likely to reach 
the nearby Kharayelakh river.

The massive fuel spill last 
month took place at a plant 
owned by a subsidiary of nor-
nickel, which had said that the 
fuel tank had collapsed or sank 
due to melting permafrost due 
to climate change.

Putin declared an emergency 
after the accident and the head 
of nornickel, oligarch Vladimir 
Potanin, promised to pay the 
costs of the clean-up which are 
estimated to exceed 10 billion 

rubles ($143 million).
The Russian authorities ear-

lier this month said they had 

cleared the spill from the sur-
face of a river, but the full clean-
up could take years. AFP

nK cuts off 
defectors’ 
cash aid 
to family

The disease is also rampaging through Latin America, where Brazil alone has over 1.3 million cases. AFP

The incident occurred at the Talnakh enrichment plant near the Arctic 
city of Norilsk. AFP
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ReSeARCH has begun in two 
hospitals in Thailand on the 
use of creat to treat Covid-19.

Creat has been used in tra-
ditional Thai medicine to treat 
various infections, includ-
ing fever and cold. It is also 
known by its botanical name 
Andrographis paniculata and 
its Khmer name smau promat 
mnuh – which translates as 
“human gallbladder grass”.

The first phase focuses on 
safety, disinfecting activity, and 
reducing virus-cell division.

Department of Thai Tra-
ditional and Alternative 
Medicine director-general Dr 
Marut jirasrattasiri said his 
department is collaborating 
with the Faculty of Medicine 
Siriraj Hospital, Chulabhorn 
Research Institute, and Gov-
ernment Pharmaceutical Or-
ganisation (GPO) in conduct-
ing a pilot study on the effects 
of creat extracts on patients 
with Covid-19 with approval 
from the Human Research 
ethics Committee.

There was a request to con-
duct a trial on patients at the 
Bamrasnadura Infectious 
Disease Institute. However, 
since the current situation of 
people infected with Covid-
19 in Thailand is getting bet-
ter, there are very few patients 
in the programme.

The department, therefore, 
requested the committee per-
mission to change the hospital 
conducting human research 
to Samut Prakan Hospital and 

Bang Lamung Hospital since 
they are the main state quar-
antine centres accepting re-
turnees from abroad.

The hospitals are ready 
since june 22 and can proceed 
immediately if any infected 
person meets the criteria for 
treatment.

He said infected people who 
meet the criteria to receive 
creat will be patients who have 
been confirmed as infected 
with Covid-19 with symptoms 
lasting no more than 72 hours, 
with mild to moderate symp-
toms – fever, coughing and 
heating, which is usually not 
given any kind of medication.

In the first phase, six subjects 
will receive 60mg of creat ex-
tract capsules, or three times the 
normal dose, three times a day 
to see if the symptoms improve 
clearly. Another six patients will 
receive 100mg of creat extract 
capsules, or five times the nor-
mal dose, three times a day.

Dr Marut said: “The first 
phase of human trials will 
focus on safety. We want to 
know the efficiency both 
in people with and without 
symptoms, the effects on the 
blood, and the cytokine en-
zyme effect that is harmful to 
the lungs, heart, or liver.

“The extract will help re-
duce infection or disinfect. If it 
works well, it will be cheap and 
widely available. Importantly, 
the herbs are produced in 
Thailand 100 per cent.” THE NA-

TION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Thai hospitals ready for 
traditional medicine 
trials to treat Covid-19

un: Fighting in Myanmar’s 
Rakhine state set to ‘intensify’
T

He un called for 
“urgent measures to 
spare civilians” in 
Myanmar’s conflict-

wracked northwest on Sun-
day, saying fighting has in-
tensified between the army 
and insurgents.

The military has been bat-
tling the Arakan Army (AA) 
– a rebel group seeking more 
autonomy for ethnic Rakhine 
Buddhists – in Myanmar’s Ra-
khine and Chin states since 
january last year.

Scores of civilians have 
been killed in the area and 
tens of thousands displaced. 
The two sides have traded al-
legations of abuse.

under lockdown and with 
an internet blackout across 
much of the conflict zone, 
reporting from the area is dif-
ficult to verify.

The un expressed concern 
on Sunday over “reports of 
intensified fighting” in north-
west Rakhine state’s Rath-
edaung township.

The area is home to more 
than 10,000 civilians, and local 
sources report they are either 
fleeing or are trapped by the 
ongoing conflict, said the un.

urging both parties to “take 
urgent measures to spare ci-
vilians”, the un also called for 
them to respect international 
humanitarian law as well 
as reiterating the need for a 
ceasefire with the ongoing 
global pandemic.

The statement comes after lo-
cal authorities issued a call last 
week to residents of more than 
40 villages to evacuate ahead of 
“clearance operations”.

The term was used in 2017 
before the army waged a 
brutal crackdown in Rakhine 
state against the Rohingya 
Muslim population.

More than 750,000 Rohing-
ya fled to neighbouring Ban-
gladesh, carrying accounts of 

violence that has led to charg-
es of genocide against Myan-
mar at the un’s top court.

But Minister of Border Af-
fairs Colonel Min Than on 
Sunday said the order was 
“revoked” because the army 
was only targeting five vil-
lages, including Kyauk Tan, to 
flush out AA insurgents.

Min Than said: “It’s not a 
‘clearance operation’, but a 
‘military operation’.”

The wording changes little 
for residents, however.

Khaing Kyaw of Kyauk Tan 
village said his family had to 
flee their homes. “Artillery 
shells are fired from the town 
and the creeks to our village.

“We are all running and 
having difficulties with food,” 
he said.

Fighting in Myanmar’s 
northwest has displaced tens 
of thousands of civilians. AFP

Fighting in Myanmar’s northwest has displaced tens of thousands of civilians. AFP

Gov’t ‘mishandling’ led to fast rise in Philippine virus cases
THe World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) report that the 
Philippines had the fastest rise 
in new coronavirus cases in the 
Western Pacific region in the 
past two weeks was the result 
of the government’s “mishan-
dling” of the pandemic, several 
senators said on Sunday.

“Something is very wrong,” 
Senate president Vicente Sotto 
III said in a Viber message to 
Philippine Daily Inquirer.

Asked to elaborate, Sotto 
cited “delays in actions and 
responses” of the government 
in tackling the virus, which 
first hit the country when a 
Chinese couple arrived on 
january 21 from the central 
Chinese city of Wuhan, the 
former epicentre for the out-
break of Sars-CoV-2, the infec-
tious agent that causes Covid-
19, in the country.

“That includes contact trac-
ing and aggressive research on 
medications,” he added.

Data released by the WHO 
late last week showed that the 
Philippines had logged 8,143 
new cases since june 16, the 
highest among 22 countries in 
the Western Pacific.

Singapore was a far second, 
with 2,351 cases during the same 
period, while China had 302.

Opposition Senator Francis 
Pangilinan said the WHO report 
did not only prove that the Phil-
ippines had the worst record in 
dealing with the coronavirus 
crisis but also reiterated the 
importance of mass testing and 

accurate contact tracing.
“Care, not scare, for Filipinos 

during pandemic,” Pangilinan 
said, alluding to the deployment 
of hundreds of police comman-
dos and military troops to Cebu 
City, which is battling a resur-
gence of the coronavirus.

“It’s embarrassing not just to 
our neighbouring countries, 
but more so to fellow Filipinos, 
doctors, nurses and those who 
died to combat this disease,” 
Pangilinan said.

Senator joel Villanueva was 
more blunt, saying the unset-
tling figures were a result of 
the government’s decision to 
reopen the “economy drasti-
cally even for nonessential 
sectors” like Philippine off-
shore gaming operators, 
known locally as Pogos.

Villanueva said the govern-
ment should have focused on 
strengthening the country’s 
healthcare system and contin-
ued assisting to encourage 
people to stay at home.

He said: “I have always stated 
that we should be conservative 
in our approach in reviving the 
economy. For the past weeks, 
we lost focus on our primary 
goal of containing the virus.

“We did not prohibit [shop-
ping] malls from extending 
their operating hours. We ter-
minated social assistance, sent 
people back to work even 
without sufficient modes of 
public transportation … The 
current statistics are conse-
quences of these actions.”

More than 100 days after 
President Rodrigo Duterte 
imposed strict quarantine 
measures, Villanueva said 
there was still “no clear guid-
ance on surveillance and epi-
demiological monitoring.

“We urge the government to 
put in place a methodologi-
cally sound epidemiological 
surveillance so that we can 
make informed decisions on 
our policy approach regarding 
[this pandemic],” he said.

Senator Panfilo Lacson said 
the WHO report was expected 
as the Department of Health 
(DoH) had mishandled the 
government’s coronavirus 

response and that it even “mis-
led” the public into believing 
“that everything has been 
under control from the start”.

Lacson assailed Duterte’s 
continued defence of Secre-
tary of Health Francisco Duque 
III, who had been blamed for 
the missteps in the coronavi-
rus response as chair of the 
Inter-Agency Task Force for 
the Management of emerging 
Infectious Diseases, which the 
senator said was “performing 
fairly well” despite the DoH’s 
“shortcomings”.

He said: “[This is] further 
worsened by the president’s 
almost blanket trust and con-

fidence [in] Duque, the latest of 
which was the ridiculous theo-
ry that he is incapable of cheat-
ing on government funds since 
he is too wealthy to even think 
of further enriching himself.”

Commenting on the WHO 
report on Sunday, the DoH 
advised the public to be cau-
tious in analysing Covid-19 
data and in comparing it 
between and among countries, 
saying several factors should be 
considered in data analysis.

“Let us not cherry-pick the 
countries we want to compare 
ourselves to,” the DoH said in 
a statement. It said the com-
parison with Singapore and 

other countries required deep-
er understanding of population 
ratio against number of cases.

It said: “Our socioeconomic 
context, particularly living 
conditions, as well as health 
system capacity, even before 
Covid-19, is different from Sin-
gapore. Please take note of that 
when we do our analysis.”

It pointed out that as of Sat-
urday, Singapore had 43,246 
coronavirus cases and a popu-
lation of 5.9 million compared 
with the Philippines’ 34,803 
cases and population of 109 
million.

It added: “Per one million 
people, Singapore has [more 
cases, 7,393] compared with 
the Philippines’ 318 cases per 
one million [people].”

As of Sunday, the Philippines 
had 35,455 infections, includ-
ing 653 newly reported cases. 
Of the new cases, 485 were 
fresh cases, or patients who 
tested positive for the new 
coronavirus in the past three 
days, and 168 were late cases, 
or patients who tested positive 
four days ago or earlier.

Of the fresh cases, 245 were 
from Metro Manila, 120 from 
Central Visayas, 112 spread 
across the country, and eight 
were repatriated overseas 
workers.

Of the late cases, 111 were 
from Metro Manila, 11 from 
Central Visayas, 25 from differ-
ent parts of the country, and 21 
were repatriates. PHILIPPINE DAILY 

INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK.

Data released by the WHO late last week showed that the Philippines had logged 8,143 new cases since June 
16, the highest among 22 countries in the Western Pacific. AFP
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S
uPeRCOMPuTeRS 
are playing an impor-
tant role in fundamen-
tal science and compa-

nies’ research and develop-
ment. It is hoped that japan 
will maintain its competitive-
ness in this field to compete 
with the rest of the world and 
promote its industry.

The Fugaku supercomput-
er developed by Riken and 
Fujitsu Ltd ranked no 1 in 
the world based on computa-
tion speed. This good news 
comes eight and a half years 
after its predecessor, K, 
ranked as the world’s best in 
november 2011.

Fugaku’s computation 
speed reached nearly 40 times 
that of K’s and far ahead of the 
second place machine. There 
were fears that an outbreak of 
the novel coronavirus would 
delay its completion, but the 
development team worked 
until the last minute to make 
adjustments and completed it 
in time to be tested for the lat-
est rankings. This is the result 
of their efforts.

When japan’s domestic 
supercomputer earth Simu-
lator was ranked the world’s 
best in 2002, the uS, a super-
computer powerhouse, was 
shocked and aimed to recov-
er the position. Since then, 

however, China’s rise has 
been remarkable, as evi-
denced by it first winning the 
top spot in 2010 and other 
achievements. There was no 
denying that japan was expe-
riencing a decline in its 
research foundation.

The lesson from that time 
was that K was not easy to 
use because it had been 
designed with rankings in 
mind. Corporate use has not 

spread sufficiently.
Fugaku was therefore 

designed to be used with a 
wide range of software. It 
took first place not only in 
computation speed, which is 
the basis for the ranking, but 
in four categories overall, 
including artificial intelli-
gence performance. The 
development attitude of aim-
ing for a well-balanced sys-
tem is commendable.

Fugaku’s operation will be 
in full swing in fiscal 2021 
and is currently in the trial 
operation stage. Having said 
that, research has begun on 
measures to deal with infec-
tious diseases by calculating 
how droplets from a person’s 
mouth scatter and predicting 
how high a protective parti-
tion should be.

A study has also been start-
ed to analyse the structure of 

the virus’ surface to find can-
didates for effective treat-
ment. Research responding 
to society’s needs, such as 
forecasting weather and 
assessing safety in vehicle 
collisions, is important in 
making people aware of the 
significance of developing 
supercomputers.

uS and Chinese manufac-
turers have been competing 
for supremacy in the super-
computer market. The japa-
nese government should take 
advantage of Fugaku’s first-
place achievement to further 
enhance japan’s industrial 
competitiveness.

Fujitsu has begun selling 
supercomputer products 
equipped with Fugaku’s cen-
tral processing unit (CPu), 
which is the equivalent of the 
computer’s heart. This will be 
the first step toward the 
widespread use of excellent 
technologies.

new AI-based technologies 
are being created one after 
another, such as image recog-
nition and automatic transla-
tion. japan is noticeably lag-
ging behind in these new fields.

The word “Fugaku” – anoth-
er name for Mt Fuji – implies 
a lofty summit and wide base. 
The government must broad-
en the base for using super-
computers as a powerful 
piece of research infrastruc-
ture. THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN (JAPAN)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Opinion
Editorial

Use world’s fastest supercomputer’s 
features across wide range of fields

Japan’s Fugaku supercomputer ranked No 1 in the world based on computation speed. US and Chinese 
manufacturers have been competing for supremacy in the supercomputer market. afp

uS PReSIDenT Donald Trump last 
Wednesday confirmed earlier media 
reports that the uS plans to withdraw 
9,500 soldiers from Germany, which 
would bring down the number of uS 
troops stationed there from about 
35,000 to 25,000.

“We’re going to be reducing our 
forces in Germany,” Trump said in 
Washington while receiving visiting 
Polish President Andrzej Duda, add-
ing that some of the troops pulled 
out will be redeployed in Poland.

Trump has long accused Germany 
of being “delinquent” in its defence 
payments to the north Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (nATO). A 2014 agree-
ment requires all nATO members to 
spend two per cent of their gross 

domestic product on the military by 
2024. Germany, which is now spend-
ing about 1.38 per cent of GDP on its 
defence budget, says it won’t achieve 
the goal until 2031.

Trump has also criticised Germany 
for paying Russia “billions of dollars” 
for energy with their nord Stream 2 
gas pipeline project.

Tensions between the two allies were 
already simmering with Washington, 
saying last week that it might impose 
new tariffs on $3.1 billion of products 
from Germany and other eu coun-
tries. The withdrawal plan will further 
jeopardise the weak mutual trust that 
exists between the two allies.

Thus German Chancellor Angela Mer-
kel has urged european countries to 

think about a new reality that they are 
facing with the uS increasingly resorting 
to unilateralism and isolationism.

“We grew up in the certain knowl-
edge that the uS wanted to be a 
world power . . . we would have to 
reflect on that very deeply,” she said 
in an interview on Friday. For Germa-
ny, nATO, which Trump called “obso-
lete”, remains a cornerstone of trans-
atlantic security, and uS troops in 
europe serve to defend not only 
security of its european allies but 
also uS national interests.

With his “America first” mantra, 
Trump has already pulled the uS 
from many international deals and 
institutions.

That Germany was not even 

informed of his withdrawal plan 
beforehand indicates that the uS is 
failing one of its major leadership roles 
– to involve its alliance partners in the 
decision-making processes. This will 
only prompt its european allies to 
reconsider their relations with the uS.

But as a product of the Cold War, the 
trans-atlantic alliance has already ful-
filled its historical tasks and it should 
have long ago been dissolved. If the 
uS move prompts europe to engage 
with Russia rather than viewing it as 
strategic rival as the uS does, then it 
will be a positive development. But if 
it serves to fortify the military alliance 
and increase the confrontation with 
Russia, it will only make europe a less 
safe place. CHINa DaILY/aSIa NEWS NETWORK

NATO’s decline not a bad thing
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Around the NGOs

Hong Raksmey 

I
T IS common for play-
ers to race toward the 
goal, pulling, pushing 
and shuffling opponents 

to the ground in a football 
match. 

A new version of the game, 
however, has adapted the 
rules for Covid-19 and re-
quires all players on the pitch 
to wear a face mask, keep a 
2m distance from each other, 
and control the ball for only 
five seconds at a time. 

Welcome to Social Distance 
Football.

Coaches from the Indochi-
na Starfish Foundation (ISF), 
a Cambodian charity that 
uses education and sport as 
a tool to change lives, created 
the new safety rules. 

“We wanted to reinvent the 
game to make it safer and 
show kids on the streets how 
to avoid Covid-19. We needed 
new rules for a new world that 
includes temperature checks, 
hand washing before and after 
playing, face masks, two-me-
tre distance from each other 
and running from side to side 
[similar to foosball, or table 
football] and without physical 
attacks,” an ISF video says.

The result of schools being 
closed also means many chil-
dren and adults are playing 
football on the streets with-
out taking precautions.

“Cambodian kids are in a 
difficult position. Schools 
have closed for their safety but 
because most parents have to 
work, that means some are 
looking after themselves or 
are out on the streets playing 
football,” ISF Country Man-

ager Vicheka Chourp says.
ISF’s Football Programme 

manager Samedy Yin came 
up with the core concept and 
developed the rules with ISF’s 
community coaches.

The internationally recog-
nised principles of social dis-
tancing are enforced, includ-
ing the wearing of masks and 
a ban on getting closer than 
two metres to another person. 

He said this means big 
changes – players are given 
their playing zones with a 
more side-to-side style of 
play, rather than running 
moving back and forth. Play-
ers who break the rules are 
sent into quarantine.

Coaches decided to try out 
the new game last month with 
students. It took some getting 
used to, but the teams learned 
fast and realised it was a game 
that encouraged teamwork 
and creative communication, 
the coaches reported. 

The report quoted a young 
player, Vattanak, 13: “I always 
love playing football, and I 
like this version of the game 
because it teaches teamwork. 
I’m glad to know I can play in 
a way which keeps me safer.”

Chourp says: “Right now 
there might not be many 
cases of Covid-19 in Cambo-
dia, but as the government 
has said many times, we must 
try and keep ourselves safe in 
case there is a second wave. 
We hope kids see the video 
and decide it is safer.”

The first video of Social 
Distance Football posted last 
month was viewed more than 
160,000 times in Cambodia, 
with at least 40,000 views 
from children aged 13 to 17, 

the demographic ISF is most 
trying to reach.

ISF reports the game has 
been shared globally, from 
the uS to europe, and the 
Asian Football Confederation 
has praised the idea.

“This is the power of creativ-
ity, determination and most of 
all love because out of chaos 
and despair something beau-
tiful has arisen because it was 
necessary for the communi-
ties,” says Christopher Lan-
tigua, a football coach in new 
York who saw the video online. 

Coaches Across Continents, 
a global collaboration of com-
munities, corporations, and 
foundations that uses purpose-
ful play and education outside 
the classroom, has been sup-
portive of ISF’s efforts.

ISF has urged football or-
ganisations around the world 
to try out Social Distance 
Football. The rules are avail-
able on its website. ISF has 
received enquiries from as far 
away as the uS and europe 
and it has worked with an 
Indian nGO on how to adapt 
the game for that country. 

However, ISF has decided 
to focus its energy on rolling 
out the programme to other 
nGOs in Cambodia first.

ISF coaches will offer virtual 
courses to other Cambodian 
nGOs wanting to adapt the 
game, with in-person visits to 
those based in Phnom Penh.

For more details about In-
dochina Starfish Foundation 
(ISF), you can access its web-
site: https://isfcambodia.org/ 
or watch the promotional 
video of Social Distance Foot-
ball by visiting Facebook: @
isf.cambodia.

A Cambodian Covid-inspired version 
of football is grabbing the attention 
of a global audience. supplied

The reinvented game is a lot like foosball in that players move more side to side. supplied

Social Distance Football players are embracing the new sport and the responsibility. supplied

Social Distance Football draws global fans
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Biker paramedics ride to rescue in Venezuela
Z

uLLY RODIZ and her kind 
are seen as modern-day 
angels in the chaos of the 
Venezuelan capital, roaring 

off on powerful motorcycles to the 
scene of a road accident or to bring 
medicine to the sick. 

It’s normally a task for ambulance 
crews and fully trained paramed-
ics. But in the midst of a collapsing 
health system, desperate Caracas 
emergency services are increasingly 
looking to Rodiz and her friends at 
the “Angeles de las vias” (“Angels of 
the Roads”) nGO to fill the gap left by 
a devastated primary care system.

Rodiz, a 38-year-old architect, says 
the 12 biker gang members answer 
emergency calls free of charge to back 
up poorly resourced paramedics.

State-employed “paramedics here 
are so badly paid,” said Rodolfo Alvara-

do, who left a job in the city fire brigade 
to make a better living in pest control. 

He joins up with the “Angels” in his 
spare time. “I prefer to do it for free in the 
days that I can,” Alvarado, 30, told AFP.

Alvarado says they can attend up 
to 18 accidents a day, and it’s not 
long before they are called into ac-
tion to help a fellow motorcyclist af-
ter a collision with a car.

It takes less than five minutes to 
brace the right leg of the injured 
man, who is transferred to hospital 
shortly afterwards in an ambulance 
run by the civil defence service.

normally a Caracas city fire bri-
gade unit would be on the scene, 
but the emergency services face the 
same budgetary dilemmas as the 
rest of Venezuela’s public services. 
Their coffers are empty.

Hence, in 2018 – when shortages 

of food and medicine were forcing 
millions to flee Venezuela’s econom-
ic meltdown – the nGO was set up 
with donor funds to help fill the gap 
for the emergency services.

Before taking to the streets of Cara-
cas, the “Angels” took first aid lessons 
in hospitals, which allows them to 
work with the blessing of the Venezu-
elan health authorities as they assist 
the victims of highway accidents.

Fighting fear
Independent organizations claim 

there are only 206 intensive care 
beds in public hospitals in Venezu-
ela, a country of 30 million.

And according to the nGO Doctors 
for Health, last year hospitals only 
had half the medicines and medical 
material they needed to function.

Doctors fear the medical system will 

be overwhelmed by Covid-19 patients 
as the pandemic worsens. Officially, 
Venezuela has so far recorded over 
4,000 infections, with 35 deaths. 

However, opposition parties and 
nGOs like Human Rights Watch 
have cast doubt on those figures.

The “Angels” run a “high risk of con-
tagion” Rodiz admitted, as they never 
know if accident victims are carrying 
the virus. They use face masks and an-
tibacterial gels to protect themselves. 

“You feel scared, but you are not 
going to let it stop you doing your 
job,” she said.

Gels, gloves and bikes
Dressed in smart grey uniforms, 

the group are equipped with protec-
tive visors, glasses, gloves and disin-
fectant gels. 

David Mujica, 38, listens in to police 

and emergency service frequencies 
on a radio at the group’s first-aid van, 
their mobile headquarters parked on 
a street in eastern Caracas.

“When you are immersed in this, 
you’re on call every day,” said Mujica.

Mujica is ready to jump on his 
motorbike at a moment’s notice, to 
respond to an emergency call. 

But the group is also there to cater 
for the relatively mundane.

A woman, in her 70s and trembling, 
approaches a yellow tape around the 
perimeter of the caravan. 

After her blood pressure is taken, 
the woman’s problem is diagnosed 
as an anxiety attack. 

“Sometimes a person may have only 
sprained an ankle, but the moment 
you tend to them and give them your 
support, it changes lives,” said Rodiz 
proudly. afp

Norway digging 
up first Viking 
ship in a century

NORWAY began work on Friday 
to excavate the first Viking 
ship to be unearthed in the 

country in more than a century, with 
experts hoping it will shed light on 
the era of the Nordic seafarers.

Ground-penetrating radar detec-
ted the ancient vessel, buried about 
50cm below ground in a mound 
covering a burial site, in 2018 in the 
south east near the Swedish border.

Initial observations suggested the 
remains were in very bad shape, 
forcing the authorities to launch 
excavations quickly. 

Only three well-preserved Viking 
ships have been found in Norway, 
the last excavation dating back to 
1904. All three are now on display in 
a museum near Oslo.

“With so few ships discovered, a 
new Viking ship will have a great 
impact on understanding the 
ships themselves, but also provide 
valuable information to understand 
the historical era as a whole,” said 
archaeologist Knut Paasche of the 
Norwegian Institute for Cultural 
Heritage Research.

“Viking warriors and merchants 
who sailed the seas between the 
eighth and eleventh centuries often 
buried kings and dignitaries with 
ships hoisted ashore. 

“The Gjellestad ship is a discovery 
of outstanding national and interna-
tional importance,” said Minister of 
Culture Sveinung Rotevatn. afp

Milton Glaser, 
creator of iconic       
‘I (Heart) nY’ 
logo, dead at 91
IF YOu like uS pop culture you 
certainly know his work, even 
if you don’t know his name – 
graphic designer Milton Gla-
ser, known for his wildly popu-
lar “I (Heart) nY” logo, died on 
Friday on his 91st birthday.

His death in Manhattan 
was confirmed by his wife, 
Shirley Glaser, who said he 
had suffered a stroke and 
renal failure, The New York 
Times reported.

Glaser, born in the Bronx to 
Hungarian immigrant parents, 
was known for a joyous and 
retro style that helped him shape 
the visual identity of uS popular 
culture, particularly in the 1960s 
and 1970s.

He was also co-founder, 
with Clay Felker, of New York 
magazine, where he served 
as president and design 
director until 1977.

Glaser designed the “I 
(Heart) nY” logo, with its red 
heart on a white background, 
for a 1977 campaign promot-
ing the state as a tourism 
destination. It remains omni-

present in tourist gift shops, 
known to every visitor to the 
uS financial capital.

But Glaser also captured the 
spirit of the time with his pro-
motional poster for a 1967 
album of Bob Dylan’s greatest 
hits that depicted the singer in 
profile, his face in dark shad-
ows but with a wildly colour-
ful, psychedelic mane of hair.

Glaser, long considered the 
dean of uS graphic design-
ers, also reimagined the logo 
for DC Comics as well as the 
logo of Brooklyn Brewery, 
now popular with hipsters 
worldwide.

More recently, Glaser designed 
the poster for the final season of 
hit TV series Mad Men.

“What Milton Glaser gave to 
new York will long survive him,” 
the state’s governor Andrew 
Cuomo said on Twitter. 

“I (Heart) new York was the 
perfect logo at the time he 
created it and remains so 
today. We lost a brilliant 
designer and a great new 
Yorker.” afp

Bikers in Caracas joined together to assist badly overworked and underpaid paramedics by answering medical 
calls in their spare time for free. afp

The amateur biker paramedics take first-aid classes at hospitals to gain the blessing of Venezuelan health 
authorities. afp

Milton Glaser is famous for his ‘I (Heart) NY’ logo, but he also co-founded New York magazine and designed 
visuals for a wide range of clients, from Bob Dylan to the TV show Mad Men . getty images/afp



F
IFTY years on from 
the first Gay Pride 
march, the LGBT 
community and their 

supporters took many of their 
events online on Saturday, re-
sponding to the threat of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

While some activists took to 
the streets to mark the event, 
much of the movement’s 
energy was channelled into 
Global Pride, a 24-hour online 
event broadcast live online.

London Pride, one of the 
biggest events in the Gay 
Pride calendar, was one major 
victim of the new restrictions 
imposed by the pandemic.

Online events replaced it 
under the slogan: “Postponed, 
but still united.”

But veteran campaigner 
Peter Tatchell, wearing a 
rainbow-coloured mask, led a 
group of 12 fellow activists to 
mark the 50th anniversary of 
the founding of the London 
Gay Liberation Front.

“We are seeking to reclaim 
Pride as an event for LGBT+ 
human rights,” said the 68-
year-old campaigner.

Some events were broadcast 
on the giant screen in Pic-
cadilly Square and London’s 
mayor, Sadiq Khan, tweeted 
his support. “We may be 
apart, but we are still united, 

as neighbours, as allies, and 
as one city.”

In Berlin, police estimated 
that around 3,500 people 
marched in temperatures of 
around 30 degrees Celsius.

Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Heiko Maas tweeted a mes-
sage of support to the Global 
Pride event: “Be proud of 
yourself! No matter who you 
love, no matter where you 
live.”

In Vienna, around 200 cars 
and motorbikes decked out 
in rainbow flags and inflat-
able unicorns paraded down 
the city’s famous Ringstrasse 
on Saturday afternoon.

Organisers said around 
5,000 people turned out to 
watch the scaled-down event. 
Vienna’s Rainbow Parade, 
which normally attracts hun-
dreds of thousands of people, 
was otherwise replaced by 
online events.

‘Exist, persist, resist’
The online Global Pride 

event – running with the slo-
gan “Exist, persist, resist” – 
got underway at 0500 GMT in 
London.

Fronted by singer and drag 
queen Todrick Hall, known for 
his role on the American Idol 
talent show, it also featured stars 
such as Kesha and Ava Max.

Politicians were also ap-
pearing, including Costa 
Rican President Carlos Alva-
rado, whose country has just 
legalised gay marriage.

Global Pride, put together 
by the organisers of several 
of the major Gay Pride events 
around the world, was aiming 
to attract hundreds of mil-
lions of viewers around the 
world.

In the US, former president 
Barack Obama released a 
video message paying tribute 
to the gay New Yorkers who 
rioted at the Stonewall Inn 
in 1969, effectively launching 
the modern gay rights move-
ment.

“Because of the movement 
they sparked and the decades 
of work that followed, mar-
riage equality became the law 
of the land five years ago and 
just this month the Supreme 
Court ruled that employers 
can no longer discriminate 
against LGBTQ workers,” he 
said.

Democratic presidential 
contender Joe Biden issued 
his own message on video, in 
which he referred to a recent 
Supreme Court ruling reaf-
firming LGBT workers.

“Pride is particularly poi-
gnant this year,” he said.

In Argentina, public build-
ings and monuments will be 
lit in the rainbow colours of 
the gay rights movement, and 
local activists have organised 
a week of online events, even 
though Gay Pride is normally 
celebrated there in November.

Meanwhile in Mexico some 
200 people marched along 
Paseo de la Reforma, the main 
avenue in Mexico City, break-
ing rules to help contain the 
pandemic which has killed 
more than 25,000 people in 
the country. 

The first Gay Pride march 
was held in 1970 in New York, 
to mark the first anniversary 
of the city’s Stonewall riots, 
a landmark event in the gay 
rights struggle. afp

Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Celebrity haunt of the Rockies
  6 Mountain peaks
 10 Drained of color
 14 Sparkly stone
 15 Ready for publication
 16 Home-coming visitor, for short
 17 Nintendo 3DS, for one
 20 passionate states
 21 arrogance
 22 Dictionary subject
 25 Smart-mouthed
 26 “No” voter
 30 Head-and-shoulders sculpture
 32 friendly disposition
 35 “Into the Wild” setting
 41 Have no need for negotiations
 43 Go around and around
 44 Went about aimlessly
 45 “Do not open til ___”
 47 Gullets
 48 Santa’s reindeer, sans Rudolph
 53 Like some indie films
 56 Revered threesome
 58 Not as knotty
 63 Etsy offering, sometimes
 66 pointless Olympic event?

 67 Kent’s beloved
 68 Coin of pakistan
 69 NL Central team
 70 Dermatological diagnosis, 

perhaps
 71 Baseball card data
DOWN
  1 Turkish honorific
  2 Brown meat
  3 Diminutive lake
  4 Taro root
  5 Jacket named for an Indian 

leader
  6 ___ aviv
  7 Not even
  8 forty-niner’s quest
  9 Greek portico
 10 pre-marathon staple
 11 “a Lesson from ___” (fugard 

drama)
 12 Whoppers
 13 Manicuring material
 18 Driving-exam curve
 19 Xi preceders
 23 Not incompetent
 24 1990-91 hostilities
 26 Culture medium gelatin

 27 Cape Canaveral cancellation
 28 Civil wrong
 29 Mental germ
 31 Mountain lake
 33 Soaking
 34 Goat seen on treks
 36 Escorted
 37 “May I have your attention?”
 38 Gilbert of TV
 39 Had down cold
 40 annexes
 42 Kiln
 46 Seaman’s “Help!”
 48 “None of the above”
 49 ___ myrtle
 50 With prongs
 51 “alive” setting
 52 Lacking in brightness
 54 Meet, in poker
 55 Bawls loudly
 57 Rash treatment
 59 Serve as an usher
 60 Mozart’s Trojan princess
 61 Once, in the past
 62 Some shaggy rugs
 64 Coast Guard officer below lt.
 65 Boeing 747, e.g.

“NICE APPLAUSE” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution
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Gay Pride events go 
online to celebrate 
50th anniversary

A lone reveller flutters a rainbow flag during the celebration of gay pride in Mexico City on Saturday. Some 200 
people broke virus containment rules and marched along Paseo de la Reforma, the main avenue in Mexico City. afp

Gay rights activist Peter Tatchell leads a march with campaigners to mark 
the 50th anniversary of the London Gay Liberation Front’s formation. afp



NBA players could be allowed 
to wear jerseys bearing slogans 
supporting social justice caus-
es or charities instead of their 
names when the league 
resumes next month, ESPN 
reported on Sunday.

Oklahoma City Thunder 
guard Chris Paul, president of 
the National Basketball Play-
ers Association, told ESPN’s 
The Undefeated website that 
players were in talks with the 
league about the initiative.

The report said jerseys could 
carry messages such as “Black 
Lives Matter” or “I Can’t 
Breathe” – two popular rally-
ing cries of the protest move-
ment which erupted after the 
death of George Floyd in Min-
neapolis last month.

“We’re just trying to continue 
to shed light on the different 
social justice issues that guys 
around our league continue to 
talk about day in and day out,” 
Paul told The Undefeated.

“People are saying that social 
justice will be off of every-
body’s mind in Orlando. With 
these jerseys, it doesn’t go 
away.”

NBA players have been 
prominent supporters of the 
protests which swept across all 
50 states following Floyd’s 
death during his arrest by 
police on May 25.

Players would also have the 
opportunity to use the initia-
tive to show support for causes 
not related to racial injustice 
and police brutality, Paul said, 

adding that no player would be 
forced to display a message.

Paul meanwhile said the 
idea had received positive 
feedback from players he had 
discussed it with.

“The guys I talked to were 
definitely excited,” Paul said.

“The reason I’m passionate 
and excited about it is that it 
gives a voice to the voiceless.

“It also gives guys a chance 
to shine a light on something 
they are passionate about,” 
added Paul, who earlier this 
month joined protesters at a 
Black Lives Matter event in Los 
Angeles.

The NBA is due to resume its 
coronavirus-disrupted 2019-
2020 season in Orlando, Flor-
ida on July 30. afp
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A Tour de France 
unlike any other
C

YCLING’S Tour de France 
should have embarked 
from the Mediterranean 
city of Nice this weekend, 

but the two-month coronavirus 
delay will heighten the drama on 
a “unique edition”, race organiser 
Christian Prudhomme has told AFP.

The breathtaking vistas, raucous 
pop-up campervan villages strad-
dling mountain summit finishes 
and charming French chateaux will 
all still be on the menu for global 
television audiences, as will the 
party atmosphere for the millions of 
roadside fans when the race starts at 
the end of August.

While the French custom of kiss-
ing in greeting will be barred, and 
social distancing still practiced, the 
delay has shaken up the format add-
ing a dose of the unknown to an al-
ready cut-throat three-week race.

Proof of the race’s domestic popu-
larity can be detected in the fact that 
France put a swift end to its rugby 
and football seasons, but the gen-
eral and political will to go on with 
the cycling saw the Tour survive.

The epic 107th edition will now 
embark from Nice’s celebrated 
Promenade des Anglais on Au-
gust 29 and culminate with a dash 
around Paris’ cobbled Champs El-
ysees on September 20.

“It will be as singular as it will be 
unique,” Prudhomme promises of 
what was already a mouthwatering 
route through France’s five moun-
tain ranges.

“A Tour has never embarked so late 
in the year. It’s still in summer, but 
outside the school holidays,” says 
Prudhomme, who feels there may 
be fewer than the usually expected 
12 million roadside fans.

“The heat should be less intense,” 
he says of the sizzling temperatures 
that facilitate the roadside and hill-
top carnival atmosphere in July.

“There will be more wind too,” 
he says, adding to the chaos the 
crosswinds cause on the race 
through some of France’s vast 
wheat plains, that will have long 
since been harvested.

“There will be fewer fans, but it 
will still be a party,” he says.

Bernal, Froome or Thomas
The coronavirus has hit advertis-

ing and Prudhomme said that the 
publicity caravan which precedes the 
passage of the race, throwing good-
ies to crowds who gather not only 
for a fleeting glimpse of the peloton, 
but also the possibility of caps, shirts, 
sweets and other free promotional 
gifts, will be 40 per cent smaller.

The season shake up has put even 
more focus on the Tour this year and 
every big gun in the armoury is be-
ing primed for Le Grande Boucle.

Team Ineos should line up with 
the last three winners in Chris 
Froome, Geraint Thomas and Egan 
Bernal as co-captains.

Defending champion Bernal is 
training in his homeland where he 
told local media he was out to win.

“If I’m in a position to win I won’t 
sacrifice my chances,” the 23-year-
old Colombian said, reportedly 
sparking Froome’s anger and reports 
he was about to switch teams.

This could all be a smoke and mir-
rors strategy to take the heat off Ber-
nal, and Ineos’ chief rival Jumbo has 
also named three co-captains.

Some would say that the fact the 
Tour will even be raced is a victory in 

itself and after the BBQs and beers 
across the five mountain ranges of 
the Alps, the Massif Central, the Pyr-
enees, the Jura and the Vosges the 
winner will emerge at the wonder-
fully named ‘La Planche des Belles 
Filles’ (bench of beautiful girls).

Back in October, Bernal’s jaw 
dropped as the challenging route’s 
finale was unveiled, while beside 
him four-time champion Froome 

let a smile slip, seeing the scene of 
his narrow 2012 triumph atop the 
steep summit which this year plays 
host to a penultimate day individual 
time-trial.

Whoever emerges from the sun-
flowers and the chateaux wearing 
the yellow jersey atop La Planche 
des Belles Filles, he will have won 
one of the most hotly anticipated 
Tours in its 107 year history. afp

Colombian Eagan Bernal (left) hopes to repeat his 2019 Tour de France triumph but will face an altered course. afp

NFL players union unhappy at 
Brady, Wilson throwing sessions

NBA players in talks to put 
social messages on jerseys

THE NFL players union on 
Sunday criticised unofficial 
workouts conducted by star 
quarterbacks Tom Brady and 
Russell Wilson, saying the prac-
tices were risking player safety 
during the coronavirus crisis.

Tampa Bay Buccaneers star 
Brady and Seattle Seahawks 
signal-caller Wilson have 
both faced scrutiny recently 
after conducting throwing 
sessions with receivers in the 
build-up to official pre-sea-
son training camps.

However NFL Players Asso-
ciation executive director 
DeMaurice Smith told USA 
Today in an interview on Sun-
day that the sessions were 
potentially compromising play-
ers and the upcoming season.

“Those practices are not in the 

best interests of player safety,” 
Smith said. “They’re not in the 
best interests of protecting our 
players heading into training 
camp and I don’t think they’re 
in the best interests of us getting 
through an entire season.”

Smith said the practices 
could complicate the NFLPA’s 
negotiations with the league 
over how players who contract 
Covid-19 will be classified and 
compensated.

“I certainly understand how 
competitive our players are 
and I get that,” Smith said. “But 
at the same time we are in the 
process of trying to negotiate 
with the league about what 
happens to a player if they test 
positive during the season.

“Does that player go on 
injured reserve? Does that play-

er go on short-term IR? If you 
test positive for the virus after 
training camp, is that a work-
related injury? Are you covered 
under worker’s comp?

“What benefits are available to 
you if you have downstream inju-
ries from contacting Covid-19?

“All of the things that players 
may want to do during the off-
season have a direct impact on 
how well we can negotiate pro-
tections for them once the 
season starts.”

Brady meanwhile appeared 
to address the criticism with a 
post on Instagram last week 
which showed a picture of his 
latest workout accompanied by 
the quote from former Presi-
dent Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt: “The only thing we have 
to fear is fear itself.” afp

Seattle Seahawks star quarterback Russell Wilson (centre) has caught flak for his unofficial practices. afp

Chris Paul (right) has been a vocal leader for NBA players as they seek 
to use their stage to support social justice.  afp



Nets’ Chandler 
will skip the 
NBA’s restart

BROOKLYN Nets forward Wilson 
Chandler ruled himself out of 
the NBA’s restarted season on 

Sunday, citing safety fears because of 
the coronavirus.

Chandler told ESPN he had opted to 
skip the restart in Orlando in order to 
spend more time with his family.

“As difficult as it will be to not be with 
my teammates, the health and well-
being of my family has to come first,” 
Chandler told ESPN. 

“Thank you to the Nets organisation 
for understanding and supporting me in 
this decision, and I will be watching and 
rooting for our team in Orlando.”

Chandler had played 35 games this 
season before the coronavirus shut-
down in March, averaging 5.9 points 
and 4.1 rebounds per game.

He joins a handful of other NBA players 
who have elected to miss the restarted 
season in Florida, which includes the 
Portland Trail Blazers’ Trevor Ariza, the 
Washington Wizards’ Davis Bertans, the 
Los Angeles Lakers’ Avery Bradley and 
the Dallas Mavericks’ Willie Cauley-Stein. 

NBA teams are due to travel to Or-
lando on July 7 for training camp before 
the league resumes on July 30. afp
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Hamilton eyes Schumacher’s F1 record
S

eVen months after 
they last competed in 
earnest, the Formula 
One (F1) circus will 

push a post-lockdown reset 
button to open the 2020 sea-
son in Austria on Sunday.

The event at Spielberg is be-
ing held on its original calen-
dar date, but is not the once-
anticipated 11th round of the 
championship, but the first – a 
season-opener delayed by the 
global coronavirus pandemic.

More than three months af-
ter the Australian Grand Prix 
was abandoned on the eve 
of opening practice in Mel-
bourne, the race in the Styrian 
Alps will be run behind closed 
doors, without fans, sponsors’ 
agents and guests and only a 
handful of reporters restricted 
to the media centre.

The usual high-rise motor 
homes will be replaced by tents 
and awnings while the teams, 
cut to 80 members and all in 
protective gear, will operate in 
sanitised “bubbles within bub-
bles” in a paddock bereft of hu-
man contact and the usual swell 
of rumour and speculation.

For all involved, who are 
tested four days before the 
event and five days later, it 
will be an unprecedented and 
unique experience.

Yet, despite all the change 
and the surreal atmosphere 
it is expected that the action, 
when it begins, will deliver 
the same likely story.

Lewis Hamilton, pow-
ered by the all-conquering 
Mercedes, goes in search 
of a seventh drivers’ title to 
equal the record of Michael 
Schumacher.

“It has been unbearable – I 

have missed the racing and the 
competition so much, so it will 
be great to be back,” said Mer-
cedes team boss Toto Wolff. 

even during lockdown, 
drivers moves for next year 
took place, Ferrari announc-
ing the release of four-time 
champion Sebastian Vettel, 
to be succeeded by Carlos 
Sainz of McLaren and Dan-
iel Ricciardo signing to leave 

Renault and be the Spaniard’s 
replacement at the cash-
starved outfit so badly hit by 
the pandemic.

On the move
Those 2021 moves will not 

affect this year’s line-ups, 
but may affect relationships 
between departing drivers 
and teams anxious not to al-
low unique operational and 

performance intelligence to 
leave with them.

If anywhere, this is likely 
to have most effect at Ferrari 
as the Italian team strives to 
avoid open conflict between 
rising star Charles Leclerc and 
Vettel, who is a free agent and 
a potential target for not only 
Renault, but also Mercedes.

The pair, who were intense 
rivals last year, tested in Italy 

last week ahead of the open-
ing “double-header” with two 
successive races at Austria’s 
Red Bull Ring circuit before a 
third race in Hungary.

Vettel said: “I have no ex-
perience of heading back to 
the same track and having 
a second race, but I’ve been 
around for a while.

“I guess the level of perfec-
tion will be higher the second 

weekend - the level of errors 
will be even smaller.

“It will be a chance to re-
view strategy just seven days 
afterwards so that’s a first and 
let’s see how we tackle that 
challenge.”

Orange aid
The opening three races 

form just part of an intensive 
spell of eight european races 
in 10 weeks, which may be-
come nine in 11 if a round at 
Mugello, in Italy, is added.

Vettel added that he “can’t 
imagine what it will be like to 
race without any fans”, espe-
cially at the sweeping circuit 
where Max Verstappen was 
roared to victory by a huge 
orange wave of Dutch sup-
porters last year.

Verstappen and Red Bull are 
expected to challenge Mer-
cedes, with Ferrari and Racing 
Point, newly dubbed “the pink 
Mercedes” team after copying 
the champions’ cars, in close 
pursuit in the opening events 
where it will be intriguing to 
see if Hamilton’s focus has 
been affected by his active and 
vocal support for the current 
anti-racism protests.

Last week, just days af-
ter launching the Hamilton 
Commission to boost diversi-
ty in motorsport, he slammed 
remarks made by former F1 
supremo Bernie ecclestone 
as “ignorant and uneducated” 
before calling for the restora-
tion of Grand Prix in Africa.

“It’s a really weird time in 
the world and the biggest 
challenge in my mind is not 
about the championship nec-
essarily,” he said. “It’s not a 
normal year.” afp

ne Patriots fined 
$1.1 million over 
improper filming
THe new england Patriots 
have been fined $1.1 million 
and stripped of a third-round 
draft pick following an investi-
gation into improper filming of 
the Cincinnati Bengals last sea-
son, reports said on Sunday.

nFL.com said the Patriots’ 
in-house television crew 
would also be barred from 
filming any games during the 
2020 season.

Senior club officials would 
also be given training on the 
nFL’s game policies.

The Patriots were put under 
investigation in December 
after it emerged that their TV 
crew had filmed the Bengals’ 
sideline during a week 14 game 
between Cincinnati and the 
Cleveland Browns.

The Patriots later said the crew 
had inadvertently filmed the 
Bengals sideline while recording 
footage for a feature about 
Patriots scouts at the game.

“There was no intention of 
using the footage for any other 
purpose,” the Patriots said in 
a statement.

“We understand and acknowl-
edge that our video crew, which 
included independent contrac-
tors who shot the video, 
unknowingly violated a league 
policy by filming the field and 
sideline from the press box.”

The controversy revived 
memories of the Patriots’ 
notorious 2007 “Spygate” 
scandal, when the team were 
found to have been illegally 
filming new York jets coaching 
staff during a game.

Patriots head coach Bill Beli-
chick was fined a record $500,000 
for his role in the scandal, the larg-
est fine ever imposed on a coach 
at that time.

The Patriots were also fined 
$250,000 and stripped of their 
original first-round selection 
in the 2008 nFL Draft. afp

Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton will be looking for his seventh driver’s title to equal the record of Micahel Schumacher when F1 starts. afp

Patriots head coach Bill Belichick is no stranger to NFL film controversies. afp
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