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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

THREE people were killed and 
53 injured when a lorry carrying 
soil collided with a worker-trans-
port van in Koki Thom com-
mune, in Kandal province’s  Kien 
Svay district on Wednesday.

Commune police chief Suon 
Sambath told The Post on 
Thursday that the injured had 
been sent to a hospital in 
Phnom Penh for treatment.

Thom said lorry driver Mom 

Pich Sarath, a 38-year-old from 
Kien Svay district’s Chey Kam-
pok commune, was killed in 
the accident.

Lun Chan, 34, a female gar-
ment worker at Skyline Apparel 
Co Ltd, and another unidentified 
female worker at Hong Xing fac-
tory also died in the accident.

“Our investigation found 
that this terrible traffic acci-
dent was caused by the lorry 
driver. He drove carelessly and 
ignored the traffic signs and 

road markings before driving 
into the lane of the worker-
transport van,” he said.

He said the lorry was towed 
away and the van was being 
detained at the district police 
station. Police, he said, are 
waiting for representatives 
from both sides to come and 
solve the case. The bodies of 
the deceased were handed over 
to their families for final rites.

A Skyline Apparel administra-
tive staffer who asked not to be 

named told The Post on Thurs-
day that the accident killed a 
clever and active garment work-
er and injured 26 others, which 
has, in turn, disrupted the fac-
tory’s supply chain.

Sum Sophorn, the deputy 
director of the National Social 
Security Fund (NSFF), told The 
Post that the NSFF will cover 
treatment costs for the injured. 
Money was also offered to fam-
ilies of the deceased for funeral 
expenses.

A BRITISH teenager who 
threw a six-year-old French 
boy off the 10th floor of Lon-
don’s Tate Modern art gallery 
was to be sentenced on Thurs-
day for attempted murder.

Jonty Bravery, 18, has admit-
ted trying to kill the child on 
the viewing platform of the 
riverside tourist attraction on 
August 4, last year, in front of 
a crowd of horrified visitors.

The hearing at the Central 
Criminal Court, the Old Bailey, 
in central London was due to 
start from 0900 GMT.

The young boy, who was vis-
iting London with his family at 
the time of the attack, broke his 
spine, legs and arms as he fell 
onto a fifth-floor roof below.

Prosecutors say he was lucky 
to be alive, but according to an 
update on a fundraising web-
site set up by his family, he still 
struggles to talk, eat and walk.

At a hearing in December, 
Bravery’s lawyer said his client, 
who was 17 at the time of the 
offence, had been diagnosed 
with autistic spectrum disor-
der and obsessive compulsive 
disorder and was likely to also 
have a personality disorder.

Bravery was seen wander-
ing about the viewing plat-
form before he threw the boy 
over the edge, according to 
an earlier hearing.

He then told a member of 
staff: “I think I’ve murdered 
someone. I’ve just thrown 
someone off the balcony.”

The court was told he 
claimed to have heard voices 
tell him he had to hurt or kill 
people, and that he said to 
police he wanted to “prove” he 
had a mental health problem.

The child’s identity is pro-
tected by court order because 
of his age, but his parents have 
issued statements through a 
GoFundMe page that has so 
far raised almost €234,000 
($260,000) for his care.

In the latest update on May 15, 
they said: “Our little knight has 
continued to make progress”.

He spends his days in a shape-
moulded seat fixed to his wheel-
chair but can sit on the floor 
long enough to play a little.

“He cannot yet move to 
retrieve a car that has gone too 
far, for example, but he can 
play by staying in the same 
place by grabbing his toys with 
his right arm,” they said.

With a walker he can stand 
and with help can take a few 
steps, and “is very impatient 
to be able to walk on his own 
as before!” they added.

Speech is still difficult and 
he cannot eat and drink prop-
erly, but he “begins to remem-
ber new things, which means 
that the connections are grad-
ually being re-established in 
his brain”.

“There is still a long way to 
go but we are holding on, 
even confined and masked” 
because of the coronavirus 
outbreak, they said. AFP

May Kunmakara

C
AMBODIA’S financial sector 
remains on a sustainable 
growth path despite the 
Covid-19 pandemic squeez-

ing crucial industries, National Bank 
of Cambodia (NBC) governor Chea 
Chanto said.

Tourism, garments and footwear 
have borne the brunt of the Covid-19 

impact, he said, whereas the financial 
and agriculture sectors have contin-
ued to grow.

“The NBC has laid out a slew of 
measures to improve arrangements 
for banks and financial institutions 
to command enough liquidity and 
encourage them to re-schedule loans 
to better provide for clients affected 
by the pandemic,” said Chanto.

In March, the NBC launched five 

measures – lowering the reserve re-
quirement rate (RRR), delaying the 
conservation capital buffer (CCB) 
requirement to 2021, and reducing 
the interest rate on the liquidity-
providing collateralised operation 
(LPCO).

It also lowered the interest rate on 
the negotiated certificate deposits 
(NCDs) and its liquidity coverage 
ratio (LCR) requirement.

The combined measures were es-
timated to make an additional $2 
billion available to businesses.

The NBC also issued a directive for 
financial institutions to restructure 
loans for four priority sectors – gar-
ments, construction, logistics and 
transport (with emphasis on taxi 
and tuk-tuk drivers).

Shin Chang-moo, the president of 
South Korean-owned Phnom Penh 

Commercial Bank Plc, told The Post 
that his bank has seen positive busi-
ness performance and continued 
stable growth in recent months.

Total assets have grown seven per 
cent from the end of last year, not 
counting for the $10 million raised 
for its corporate bond-listing on the 
Cambodia Securities Exchange, he 

Kingdom’s financial sector healthy 

UK teen who threw 
boy off Tate balcony 
slated to be sentenced

Three die in Kandal lorry crash

ancient relic
Kratie provincial authorities dismantle a 200-year-old house that formerly had 100 pillars. the house will be rebuilt at its new 
site to serve as a symbolic piece of history for younger generations to visit. INFORMATION MINISTRY STORY > 3
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Ry Sochan

M
INISTER of For-
eign Affairs and 
International 
C o o p e r a t i o n 

Prak Sokhonn told an infor-
mal meeting of ASEAN for-
eign ministers on Wednesday 
that Cambodia will stay neu-
tral on the South China Sea.

He appealed to all stake-
holders to continue fostering 
a conducive environment 
that contributes to the end 
of the territorial conflict.

Sokhonn made his state-
ment during an ASEAN Po-
litical-Security Community 
(APSC) meeting and the 26th 
ASEAN Coordinating Council 
(ACC) via video conference. 
The meetings were being 
held before the 36th ASEAN 
summit on Friday. 

“On the South China Sea 
issue, Cambodia, a non-
claimant state, wishes to 
stay neutral on territorial 
disputes, and we hope that 
all parties concerned will 
continue to maintain a 
conducive environment for 
safeguarding peace, security 
and stability in the region,” 
Sokhonn said.

He said besides the epide-
miological and socio-eco-
nomic challenges, ASEAN is 
facing mounting geopoliti-
cal predicaments as a result 
of the intensified strategic 
competition between the 
great powers.

“Despite mounting pres-
sure on ASEAN centrality, 
ASEAN states are not inter-

ested in choosing sides and 
are supportive of a rules-
based multilateral system, 
which has come under con-
tinuous attack,” he said.

The ministry’s press re-
lease said ASEAN foreign 
ministers also exchanged 
views on regional and in-
ternational affairs, includ-

ing the Rohingya conflict 
in Rakhine state in western 
Myanmar and issues on the 
Korean Peninsula.

The ASEAN website said 
the Friday summit will 
discuss strengthening co-
operation on public health 
and a Covid-19 regional re-
covery plan. The meeting 

will be hosted by Vietnam-
ese Prime Minister Nguyen 
Xuan Phuc, the rotating 
president of ASEAN.

Kin Phea, director of the 
International Relations In-
stitute at the Royal Academy 
of Cambodia, said on Thurs-
day that the Kingdom’s 
stance on the South China 

Sea was correct because 
Cambodia is not linked to 
this territorial dispute.

“I agree with what Prak 
Sokhonn said. This stance 
is important for China-
ASEAN relation as well as 
bilateral relations between 
all ASEAN members with 
China,” Phea sad.

Vietnam told to remove border tents
Long Kimmarita

KANDAL provincial governor 
Kong Sophoan has ordered local 
authorities to prohibit the con-
struction of buildings in areas 
bordering Cambodia and to 
report any irregularities imme-
diately.

Recently, Vietnamese offi-
cials removed another seven 
tents from the border area 
with Cambodia.

His remarks were made on 
Wednesday afternoon at a cer-
emony between Kandal Pro-
vincial Hall, Heng Develop-
ment Co Ltd and Border 
Defence Team of Special Mili-
tary Region 601 in Chheu 
Kmao commune’s Prek Hem 
village in Koh Thom district, 
according to the provincial 
hall’s Facebook page.

Sophoan also urged local 
authorities to continue pro-
tecting and strengthening the 
security of the border area to 
prevent illegal border cross-
ings and smuggling of goods. 

He said: [The authorities] 
shall prohibit the construction 
of buildings by Cambodian and 
Vietnamese parties on areas 
which have not yet been desig-
nated with border markers. 

“There shall be preventive 
mechanisms and immediate 
reports in case there are any 
abnormalities to ensure imme-

diate action. [The authorities] 
shall pay attention to the con-
version of the border area into 
a peaceful and friendly area 
with good cooperation and 
development.”

Sophoan told The Post that 
after the order was issued, 
Vietnam removed seven tents 
which had been set up arbi-
trarily near the K’orm Somnor 
and Takeo provincial border.

There were 17 tents left in 
Kandal province, he said, and 
urged Vietnamese officials to 
remove them. 

He said: “[the Vietnamese] 
have removed seven tents, 
leaving 17 left. These 24 tents 
were located in two areas – one 
at a border area which has 
obtained an agreement to 
insert border markers, and 
another area 6.5km away 
which does not yet have an 
agreement.” 

In May, Vietnamese authori-
ties sent military troops to set 
up about 114 camps and tents 
about 30m from the border.

The area, which is situated in 
Vietnam and two Cambodian 

provinces, Kandal and Takeo, 
has not been demarcated. 

The director of the Institute 
of International Relations at 
the Royal Academy of Cambo-
dia Kin Phea said as per the 
agreement between Cambodia 
and Vietnam, it is not permit-
ted to construct or do anything 
that could affect the demar-
cated border without consent. 

He said any action against 
this policy is an infringement 
of the agreement.

“For this border issue, Cam-
bodia always respects and val-
ues her neighbouring coun-
tries and any applicable laws. 
However, some neighbouring 
countries do not respect what 
has been stipulated in the 
agreement or treaty which 
they have signed.

 “The Vietnamese have to 
remove the tents without any 
further delay because this is a 
border area that has not been 
determined via any agree-
ment,” he said.

Phea said it was noticed that 
in the past Cambodia permit-
ted Vietnamese citizens to 
cross the border by requiring 
them to abide by Ministry of 
Health conditions.

“This is to prevent the spread 
of Covid-19. It was not a 
response to the tents. If [the 
Vietnamese] want to set up 
tents, they can set them up 
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Cambodia to remain neutral on 
ASEAN-China territorial dispute

Kim Sarom

TWO girls drowned in a lotus pond 
on Wednesday on their way home 
from a rice field near their house in 
Kambol commune, Kambol district, 
Phnom Penh.

Commune police chief Phan Phoe-
un identified the girls as 10-year-old 
Ser Keo Raksa and 11-year-old Rithy 
Vattey. The two girls were cousins 
and both attended Ang Boeng Chek 
primary school. They both lived in 
the commune.

After checking the bodies, Phoeun 
said: “Experts have determined that 
the two victims died by drowning.”

According to local authorities, the 
parents of both victims are garment 
factory workers who work at night 
and rest during the day.

Before the incident, Vattey, Raksa and 
their seven-year-old brother walked to 
a rice field 300m from their house with 
their 70-year-old grandmother.

The grandmother walked around 
the rice field until 10am, and then 
the three children asked her to ac-
company them home.

They walked on a small path along 
the rice fields with a lotus pond 
nearby. Vattey slipped and fell into 
the pond. Raksa tried to help and 
she fell into the pond as well.

The boy saw their siblings drown-
ing and shouted for help from his 
grandmother and nearby villagers. 
By the time help arrived, the two 
girls had been in the pond for over 
thirty minutes, Phoeun said.

Villagers removed the two girls 
from the pond and took them to the 
hospital, but they were not able to 
be saved.

Two cousins 
drown in  
lotus pond  
on outskirts 

Officials told Vietnamese officers to remove tents at the Dombok Chaev 
checkpoint in Kandal province. police

The virtual ASEAN Political-Security Community (APSC)  meetings were held before the 36th ASEAN summit on Friday. Foreign ministry

Khorn Savi

THE Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and International Coop-
eration confirmed on Thurs-
day that 158 Cambodian 
students and migrant workers 
will fly home from Malaysia 
on Friday morning. This is the 
second flight to bring Cambo-
dians home from Malaysia. 

A ministry notice said Ma-
laysia Airlines Flight MH754 
will transport 158 Cambodians 
and two Malaysians from Kua-
la Lumpur on Friday at 9am 
local time. They will arrive in 
Phnom Penh at 9:50am.

Ministry spokesperson Koy 
Koung could not be reached 
for comment on Thursday.  

On April 4, Cambodia 
stopped 143 Cambodian pas-
sengers stranded in Malaysia 
from returning home to pre-
vent the spread of Covid-19. On 
june 16, the government per-
mitted them to come home.

Of the 204 passengers who 
boarded the flight from Ma-
laysia on june 16, 115 were 
Cambodians who had their 
original flight cancelled on 
April 7.

The next day, the Ministry 
of Health announced that 
one of the 204 tested positive 
for Covid-19.

In March, Cambodia report-
ed 34 Covid-19 cases after a 
group of people returned from 
a Muslim religious gathering 
in Malaysia. They were later 
found to have passed the dis-
ease on to nine more people.

Since june 23, Cambodia 
has not detected a new case, 
keeping the country’s count 
at 130. Of the total, 128 have 
recovered while two are still 
hospitalised.

On May 20, the ministry 
tightened measures against 
passengers returning from 
abroad. All passengers have 
to be scanned for Covid-19 
and if anyone tests positive, 
everyone on the plane must 
be quarantined at a govern-
ment-managed facility.

If a passenger tests negative 
for the disease, he can quar-
antine at home, although for-
eigners must be quarantined 
at hotels.

Separately, at a meeting 
on Tuesday between the Od-
dar Meanchey provincial ad-
ministration and the Surin 
provincial administration of 
Thailand, both sides agreed 
to contain the pandemic, 
stop illegal border crossings, 
search for those involved in 
cross-border smuggling and 
allow imports and exports.

Migrant workers set 
to return from M’sia
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Soth Koemsoeun 

KRATIe provincial authorities 
have started dismantling a 
200-year-old house that for-
merly had 100 pillars as they 
prepared to move the historic 
structure to its new location 
at the Kar Kandal Pagoda 
compound in Kratie town.

The house is located in Chh-
long commune’s Koh Kandol vil-
lage in Chhlong district and will 
be rebuilt at its new site to serve 
as a symbolic piece of history for 
younger generations to visit.

A provincial Department of 
Culture and Fine Arts notice 
issued on Wednesday said 
the owners requested that it 
be dismantled because they 
didn’t have the ability to repair 
it and they planned on giving 
the land to their children.

Authorities requested that 
they donate the house to be 
preserved and moved, but 

the owners declined.
According to the notice, 

the owners agreed to sell the 
house to the Ministry of Cul-
ture and Fine Arts for $8,000.

On june 20, builders began 
the 10-day project of taking 
down the roof. 

The provincial Depart-
ment of Culture and Fine Arts 
addressed reports that the 
house was being destroyed by 
saying that was not the case. 

It said the dismantling was 
being carried out profession-
ally and the ministry had con-
sulted archaeologists, archi-
tects and engineers for advice.

The department said: “The 
100-pillar house will not lose 
anything after it is rebuilt and re-
paired. This house will become a 
museum and a precious ancient 
Khmer construction for the 
good of younger generations, 
who can visit and study it.”

Kratie provincial museum 

official Tol Marady said on 
Thursday that the disman-
tling of the house was 50 per 
cent complete. 

He said it will take at least 
six months for the house to be 
rebuilt in its original design. 
The public will visit it and be 
able to see an ancient Khmer 
house in pure Khmer style.

“Before dismantling this 
house, we got a group of ar-
chaeologists to draw a full 
blueprint to ascertain that 
the house had 100 pillars.

“We don’t want it said that 
the 100-pillar house original-
ly had only 40 pillars because 
this is the number it has now, 
as their children took some 
of the pillars down and it was 
also destroyed during the civil 
war,” Marady said. 

The house, he said, was built 
using rosewood and during the 
Pol Pot regime, pillars in the 
front and back were removed.

Home preserved as museum

Cash hand-outs for 
poor citizens begins
Long Kimmarita

T
He Ministry of Social 
Affairs, Veterans and 
Youth Rehabilitation 
has advised citizens 

who hold social protection 
cards to visit their commune 
headquarters to receive their 
government cash handouts via 
Wing agents.

The first round of cash 
handouts was delivered on 
Thursday.

The government on Thurs-
day launched the cash hand-
out programme for poor and 
vulnerable citizens during the 
Covid-19 pandemic. It planned 
to spend $25 million a month 
assisting 600,000 families total-
ling 2.3 million people.

Department of Social Well-
being director Chhuor Sopan-
ha confirmed at the office of 

the Council of Ministers on 
Thursday that poor recipients 
had to take their social pro-
tection cards to their nearest 
commune headquarters to 
collect the money. 

He further said when they 
go, the authorities will sign 
them up with WInG (Cambo-
dia) Limited Specialised Bank, 
after which they can withdraw 
money at Wing booths across 
the Kingdom.

“Our systems have been set 
up. We arranged a transpar-
ent and accountable way to 
give out the cash. Recipients 
can use their social protec-
tion card numbers to open 
their accounts.

“Once they get cash for 
the first time, they will then 
receive announcements for 
the next handout every two 
months,” Sopanha said.

The ministry’s secretary of 
state Samheng Boros said at 
the event that after the social 
assistance programme was 
launched formally, cash is be-
ing smoothly handed over to 
citizens.  

As of Thursday afternoon, 
he said more than 8,000 fami-
lies had received 1.58 billion 
riel ($385,748). 

“We know that 8,000 families 
came to get the cash. But we 
want the other 560,000 families 
to receive the benefit as well. 
So, we have to help each other 
to disseminate [this informa-
tion].”

Boros said this month, more 
than 50,000 poor people re-
quested they be classified as 
Level 1 and 2 for social protec-
tion cards across the country. 
Those who just applied for 
theirs can withdraw money 
next month. 

A sub-decree signed on june 
12 by Prime Minister Hun Sen 
said poor families in Phnom 
Penh and those in central city 
areas outside the capital who 
are classified as Level 1 and 2 
will receive cash handouts of 
120,000 riel ($30) per month 
from the government.

Boros said some families 
could get between $50 and 
$100 if they have many chil-
dren, people with disabilities, 
older people or HIV-positive 
family members.Social Affairs ministry secretary of state Samheng Boros. Hean Rangsey

Officials said it will take at least six months for the house to be rebuilt in its original design. InfoRmatIon mInIstRy
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Kim Sarom

THe Appeal Court on Thurs-
day heard the case of 34-year-
old Ros Sokhon, who is re-
questing a further reduction 
to his 15-year jail sentence 
which  was recently reduced 
to 14 years.

Sokhon was convicted of 
committing murder in Thai-
land in 2007.

Appeal Court judge and 
president of the trial chamber 
Kim Dany said Sokhon was 
sentenced to 15 years in pris-
on by the Banteay Meanchey 
provincial court in 2009.

judge Dany said the Appeal 
Court reduced his sentence 
by one year because Sokhom 
had two young children and 
an ageing mother. 

Sokhon said at the hearing 
that he had lived in Banteay 
Meanchey before migrating 
to Thailand for work in 2007.

One day that year, a quar-
rel between his relatives and 
another party led by a man 
named Sat Thy broke out.

Sokhon assisted his rela-
tive, Khuon Sokha and his 
wife, Phul Lina, but both were 
killed by the other group. He 
confessed to killing one per-
son from the other party. 

After the murder, three 
people from Thy’s side were 
arrested, but Thy escaped. 

Sokhon was arrested by pro-
vincial police in 2009 when 
he returned to Cambodia.

Sokhon said: “I filed an ap-
peal as the Appeal Court ear-
lier reduced my prison term 
by just one year. I have already 
served 10 years in jail. I would 
like the court to sentence me 
to just 10 years.”

Appeal Court prosecu-
tor Chea Meth said at the 
hearing that the case was 
returned by the Supreme 
Court because it lacked clar-
ity regarding Article 93 and 
94 of the criminal code.

“Articles 93 and 94 state 
that if the minimum of the 
penalty for imprisonment 
imposed upon is equal to or 
more than 10 years, it is re-
duced by two years. 

“Therefore, I ask that the 
trial chamber makes its de-
cision according to the deci-
sion of the Supreme Court,” 
he said.

Sokhon’s defence lawyer 
nou Chantha said his client 
had confessed and requested 
the court to reduce the sen-
tence as requested. 

judge Dany said he will an-
nounce the court’s decision 
in early july.

Court hears man’s plea 
for sentence reduction 
over Thailand murder 

Dengue scare in K Speu not 
an outbreak, official claims
Khorn Savi

O
FFICIAL have 
confirmed that al-
though seven chil-
dren have been 

diagnosed with dengue fever 
at an orphanage in Kampong 
Speu province, it does not 
constitute an outbreak. The 
children had mild dengue fe-
ver and are completely cured.

Kampong Speu provincial 
health department director 
Or Vanthen told The Post on 
Thursday that there are 75 chil-
dren under the age of 10 at the 
orphanage in Phum 1 Village, 
Treng Trayoeng commune.

The density raised fears of 
transmission and an outbreak 
of the infectious disease.

Vanthen said the seven chil-
dren were infected because 
the centre is located near a 
forest and did not properly 
store garbage, such as cans or 
bottles, which can store water 
during the rainy season, lead-
ing to mosquito breeding.

“In Kampong Speu province, 
there are a few cases. Some 
villages have only one or two 
cases. When it happens like in 
the orphanage, it concerns us 
and we must take urgent steps 
to prevent it. We have assigned 
a team to spray mosquito in-
secticide in the centre’s area 
and the village,” he said.

national Dengue Disease 

Control Programme director 
Leang Rithy told The Post on 
Thursday that Kampong Speu 
provincial health officials had 
reported the infections as an 
outbreak of dengue fever. 

But after visiting the site, 
he concluded it was just an 
isolated case and not an out-
break of the disease.

“Last year we were doing well 

and keeping people informed 
and engaged. In 24 weeks there 
have been only 2,907 dengue 
cases, 86 per cent fewer than 
last year. So I wondered why 
now, which is why I went and 
checked,” Vathern said.

He said there has been no 
outbreak in any province in 
the country, but the disease is 
of great concern.

In 2019, there were 48 deaths 
from 68,597 infected people 
in Cambodia. That was three 
times more than in 2018.

The Ministry of Health has 
prepared more than 250 tons 
of asbestos, over 6,000 litres 
of insecticide and nearly 
100,000 sets of serum, which 
is adequate for this year, 
Rithy said.

A child receives treatment for dengue fever at the National Paediatric Hospital in Phnom Penh last year. At 
an orphanage in Kampong Speu province, seven children have been diagnosed with the disease. HONG MENEA

Working group working to 
improve forest community 
Soth Koemsoeun

THe Ministry of environment 
has created a working group to 
research and present a pro-
posal to minister Say Sam Al 
on strategies, plans, projects 
and best practices to help 
improve the living standards 
of people in protected areas.

Ministry secretary of state 
Mom Thany organised a meet-
ing with the group on Wednes-
day to discuss ideas that are 
consistent with the policies and 
legal standards of the ministry 
and ensure sustainability. 

She said it could include cre-
ating opportunities for people 
in protected areas to raise ani-
mals, and receive vocational 
training and support with 
materials and resources.

“I encourage the working 
group to pay attention to 
research and design compre-
hensive long-term and short-
term strategies to develop local 
community living conditions 
sustainably,” Thany said.

Brong norch, the head of the 
forestry protection commu-
nity in the Phnom Prich Wild-
life Sanctuary in Mondulkiri 
province, said officials from 
the ministry and nGOs used 
to provide education on veg-
etable growing, and know-how 
on raising chickens, ducks, 
cattle, pigs.

He said besides those skills, 
nGOs also provided capital 
and materials so the people 
could start growing vegetables 

and raise animals. But he said 
such support was not enough. 
He called for the government 
and development partners to 
increase the funds.

“Besides lacking capital, we 
also lack techniques and know-
how because community peo-
ple are illiterate and hard to 
train. Our community wants to 
have agricultural experts to 
help improve our abilities.

“We want to raise animals. 
We don’t want to cut the forest. 
But we don’t have other choic-
es but to cut the forest or 
migrate abroad,” norch said.

Heng Sros, an activist who 
investigates forest crimes in 
northern Cambodia said on 

Thursday that he supports the 
idea of helping people in pro-
tected nature areas because 
most of them are poor. If they 
are jobless they will cut the 
trees and commit other natu-
ral resources crimes, he said.

Sros said the forest commu-
nity is easily duped by crimi-
nals to cut forest timber and 
deliver the wood. “Commu-
nity people living in protected 
areas are not the ones who 
destroy the forest. But they are 
hired or persuaded to go into 
the forest and cut the trees.

“They do so because they 
don’t have a job except to cut 
the trees. They have little 
choice,” Sros said.

Ministry secretary of state Mom Thany said it could include creating  
opportunities for people to raise animals, and receive vocational training 
and support with materials and resources. ENvirONMENt MiNistry

www.phnompenhpost.com
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Voun Dara

T
HE Apsara National 
Authority (ANA) has 
found a Sanskrit 
inscription carved on 

ancient stone.
The inscription was discov-

ered on the underside of a 
stone on Wednesday, in front 
of the Tonle Snguot temple 
which workers were cleaning.

Archaeologist and Apsara 
Authority deputy-director Im 
Sok Rithy told The Post on 
Thursday that the ANA team 
took the inscription to the 
Department of Conservation 
for the Angkor Archaeological 
Park and Archaeology Defence 
for further investigation.

It is likely the stone does 
not belong to Tonle Snguot, 
an ancient hospital, but was 
taken from another temple in 
the Angkor area and placed to 
support a wall.

“Some of the inscription 

has disappeared. There is still 
a lot of inscription that we can 
decipher,” Sok Rithy said.

He said it is not considered 
vandalism because it was cut 
to build Tonle Snguot and tak-
ing stone from other temples 
was a practice at that time.

The Sanskrit inscription 
contains 55 lines, and is 

100cm high, 40cm wide and 
20cm thick, Rithy said. 

“Compared with a similar in-
scription found at Phnom Dey 
temple in the northern sec-
tion of Tonle Snguot temple, 
we can assume this inscrip-
tion probably dates from the 
end of the 11th century to the 
early 12th century,” he said. 

He said the meaning of the in-
scription is unclear and experts 
will have to translate from San-
skrit to understand and date it.

He said the inscription gives 
some important information 
about the history of Tonle Sn-
guot temple and represents 
evidence of the settlement of 
the Angkorian people in this 
area during the reign of Jaya-
varman VII (1181 - 1218 AD).

The ANA has found about 
1,400 inscriptions from vari-
ous centuries. Many have 
been found in the Angkor Na-
tional Park area in the past six 
months.

National
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The inscription was discovered on the underside of a stone in front of the Tonle Snguot temple which workers 
were cleaning. ana

The inscription contains 55 lines 
and and is 100cm high. ana

ANA finds ancient 
Sanskrit inscription

Road impacts addressed
Soth Koemsoeun

ADDRESSING the economic 
and environmental impacts 
from two major road projects, 
the Ministry of Public Works and 
Transport on Tuesday said issues 
related to the renovations of 
National Road 2 are 98.5 per cent 
resolved while for National Road 
22, it is 100 per cent resolved.

Officials urged relevant stake-
holders to wrap up the prob-
lems to allow the construction 
company to implement the 
projects more efficiently.

Ministry secretary of state 
Touch Chankosal said on Tues-
day the construction company, 
technical inspection company 
and other stakeholders must 
ensure waterway systems on 
both sides of the road are in 
line with the project plans to 
avoid flooding villages and 
damaging property during the 
rainy season.

“All relevant working groups 
continue to work closely with 
private companies and vendors 
on clean water and relocating 
and installing electrical poles 
and fibre optic cables. The goal 
is to ease the burden on the 
construction company to allow 
it to complete the project as 
planned,” Chankosal said.

He called on all working 
groups and both sub-commit-
tees – the Takeo and Kandal pro-
vincial sub-committees – to 
cooperate with relevant stake-
holders to inspect affected areas 
along the two national roads 
and find solutions to avoid more 
construction delays. 

He said those who have 
already received compensa-
tion need to follow the agree-
ment and not be a burden to 
the construction.

Vann Sokrat, 41, a resident 
living in Kandal Stung district’s 
Prek Kampoes commune said 
on Thursday that she hasn’t 
received any compensation 
from the impact of National 
Road 2, although her neigh-
bours have. 

Sokrat said she moved her 
house backwards, and away 
from the national road before 
the authority came to evaluate 
the impact and therefore she 
didn’t receive any compensa-
tion from the government.

“I received information that 
there was going to be road con-
struction, so I moved my house 
away to the end of my land. 
After that the authority came to 
get statistics on people who 
were impacted,” she said. 

She said everybody in her vil-
lage was compensated and some 

received from $1,000 to $2,000.
“I didn’t get any compensation 

because my house wasn’t affect-
ed, only my land. The authority 
said if it’s land only they don’t give 
compensation,” Sokrat said.

Koem Sam Oeun, 40, a resi-
dent of Kraing Thnong com-
mune, in Bati district, Takeo 
province, said on Thursday that 
the front of his house was affect-
ed, but he had already agreed to 
move out and his family got 
almost $1,000 from the authori-
ties.

The National Road 2 (62.56km) 
and National Road 22 (9.61km) 
construction projects are being 
handled by Hanshin Engineer-
ing & Construction Co Ltd 
under the framework of a loan 
from the Republic of Korea.

The projects are estimated to 
cost about $56 million. The 
funds come from the Korean 
loan and $8.5 million from the 
Cambodian government. The 
construction projects are 
expected to take 30 months.

Issues related to NR 2 renovations are 98.5 per cent resolved. supplied

Adult, rehabilitation centres 
planned for Tbong Khmum
 Voun Dara

THE Tbong Khmum provincial 
administration plans to build 
an adult care centre, a reha-
bilitation centre and a chil-
dren’s centre (SOS Children’s 
Village) on 27,380sqm of land 
in 2021 to provide social wel-
fare to the people, according 
to provincial governor Cheam 
Chan Sophorn. 

Sophorn said this at press 
conference entitled “Progress 
and ongoing work direction of 
Tbong Khmum provincial 
administration” on Thursday 
at the Council of Ministers.

He confirmed that the centres 
would be built and added that 
other infrastructure projects 
were also planned for the area. 

Expressing his gratitude to 
Minister of Social Affairs, Vet-
erans and Youth Rehabilitation 
Vong Soth for preparing the 
location, he said: “We have the 
land already but we have not 
put up the buildings yet. Soth 

will build them soon. They are 
a great achievement for our 
province.” 

The government has paid 
great attention to poor and 
disabled people in Tbong 
Khmum and helped 2,009 
disabled poor people in Pon-
hea Kraek and Memot districts 
from February 1 to June 22. 

There were 1,585 poor preg-
nant women and children 
under two years old who 
received help. The government 
spent 527 million riel on the 
programme, Sophorn said. 

He said there is one city, six 
districts, 64 communes, 873 
villages and 196,065 families 
in Tbong Khmum. 

The GDP of the province in 
2018 was $1.2 million while the 
GDP per capita was $1,410. 
The poverty rate was 10.15 per 
cent last year.

Social Affairs, Veterans and 
Youth Rehabilitation depart-
ment director un Lum Orng 
told The Post on Thursday that 

the gate of the adult care cen-
tre and the rehabilitation cen-
tre had been built. 

The construction will be sus-
pended until 2021 or until the 
Covid-19 situation improves.

Lum Orng said: “We sus-
pended building the adult care 
centre due to Covid-19. We will 
build this centre to take care of 
poor elders. They can live in 
this centre.” He said 10,000 
elders in the province have 
registered to stay there.

Ministry spokesman Touch 
Channy said on Thursday it 
typically has land to offer for 
different infrastructure projects 
throughout the provinces.

“The ministry is now build-
ing an adult care centre in 
Phnom Penh. The provincial 
administration ( Tbong 
Khmum) also requested to 
assist in building an adult car-
ing centre. The ministry does 
not have plans to create the 
centres in all municipalities 
and provinces yet,” he said.
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THAILAnD’S TCP Group, 
which owns the popular en-
ergy drink brand Red Bull, 
will invest more than one bil-
lion yuan ($141 million) in the 
Chinese market over the next 
three years despite challenges 
from the Covid-19 pandemic.

Its CeO Saravoot Yoovid-
hya said TCP will build a new 
manufacturing plant in Bei-
jing’s Huairou district, which 
is set to be opened next year.

“China is our top foreign in-
vestment destination because 
we can clearly see the way the 
country continues moving for-
ward under any circumstanc-
es,” he said, adding that he is 
“still confident about making 
additional investments.

“China’s efforts in combating 
and overcoming the Covid-19 
outbreak are impressive. not 
all countries were able to over-
come such adversity in such 
an efficient way. That is why 
we are confident in the direc-
tion of the government and 
are even more excited to come 
back to the country,” he said.

Red Bull, as one of the world’s 
largest energy drink brands, has 
expanded its business to over 
160 countries and regions glob-
ally. It entered China in 1993.

Saravoot said: “Over the 
past decade, one of the most 
impressive changes is that 
Chinese authorities as well as 
businesses and local commu-
nities have made big efforts 
in strengthening intellectual 
property protection.”

He said that such a business 
environment means a lot to 
foreign companies as they will 
feel safe and confident that 
their brands and technolo-
gies are protected and secure, 
which he believes is “the heart 
of any innovation society”.

To further localise their 
business in the country, Sara-

voot said TCP also plans to set 
up a new company with local 
employees to further meet the 
appetite of the increasingly 
diversified demand from lo-
cal consumers.

The past years have witnessed 
the rapid development of Chi-
na’s energy drink market. Last 
year, total sales of energy drinks 
were about 54 billion yuan, up 
10.3 per cent on a yearly basis.

Independent food and bev-
erage analyst Zhu Danpeng 
said: “The country’s energy 
drink market has boomed in 
recent years mainly because 
more people are pursuing a 
healthy, high-quality life.”

Zhu said the trend has be-
come more obvious since the 
epidemic as more consumers 
are aware of the importance of 
improving the immune system 
and strengthening their health.

Saravoot said: “By setting up 
the new base, TCP hopes to bet-
ter enhance its marketing and 
research and development ca-
pabilities by better understand-
ing the needs, habits, and pref-
erences of Chinese consumers 
and to develop products to bet-
ter meet their particular needs.”

He added that he was hope-
ful of creating something in 
China and then introducing it 
to the world.

In China, TCP has partnered 
with two local companies – 
Guangzhou Yao energy Co 
Ltd and Pusheng Food Sales 
Co Ltd to launch two new Red 
Bull products.

Saravoot said: “Our invest-
ment will further strengthen 
this strategic partnership and 
we will work closely with our 
local partners to ensure that 
our business continues to play 
a small but important role in 
supporting the development 
of the entire Chinese beverage 
industry.” CHINA DAILY/ANN

Red Bull inventor to 
invest over $141M in 
China over three years

Hope sprouting for growers as 
more farming contracts inked

Australia’s Qantas cuts 6,000 jobs over Covid impact

Hin Pisei  

C
OnTRACT farming 
in Cambodia has wit-
nessed sharp growth 
this year, with 516 

contracts signed so far this 
year, eclipsing the 498 for the 
whole of last year – proving the 
merits of the scheme, Minister 
of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries Veng Sakhon said on 
Thursday.

He was speaking as a wit-
ness at the signing ceremony 
for a farming contract involv-
ing Ly Ly Food Industry Co 
Ltd, one of the Kingdom’s 
largest food processing small 
and medium-sized enterpris-
es, and Ly Ly Kameda Co Ltd, 
a joint-venture it launched 
with japan-based Kameda 
Seika Co Ltd last year.

He said contract farming is 
improving Cambodia’s food 
processing supply chain and 
sharpening its competitive edge 
locally and internationally.

The contract farming not 
only enhances the productiv-
ity of agricultural production, 
but also enables the Kingdom 
to use raw materials to their 
fullest potential, reduce im-
ports and create employment 
opportunities, he said.

“The active participation of 
private partners will unques-
tionably lend a hand in pro-
moting Cambodia’s agricultur-
al sector by further enhancing 
commercialisation and agro-
industrial development.

“This in turn will further 
increase the added-value of 
crops, maintain sustainable 
production and supply, and 
boost already-rising household 
incomes in line with Cambodia 
Industrial Development Policy 
2015-2025,” said Sakhon.

Cooperation between de-
velopment partners, com-

panies, factories, processing 
enterprises and farmers is es-
sential to more robust, wider 
and more effective adoption 
of contract farming, he said.

using the latest technolo-
gies and innovations avail-
able, contract farming will 
also reinforce and expand the 
agricultural production mech-
anism and ensure production 
quality criteria are met.

Ly Ly Food Industry CeO 
Keo Mom said that over the 
last few years, fruit and veg-
etable growers have struggled 
to secure a market during 
the harvest season, crippling 
their earning power.

This, she said, often leads 
them to migrate or quit agri-
culture altogether.

She added that contract farm-
ing not only protects growers 
but also promotes internation-
al recognition of the quality of 

Cambodian products.
“It truly is a source of pride 

for me that all products made 
by Cambodian farmers can 
have a competitive advantage 
on the international market,” 
she said.

Cambodia Rice Federation 
president Song Saran could 
not be reached for comment 
on Thursday, but he previ-
ously said contract farm-
ing is necessary to promote 
stronger and more competi-
tive Cambodian production 
so that it demonstrates high 
standards of excellence on 
the international stage.

Kong Pheach, director of 
the ministry’s Department of 
Agro-Industry, told The Post 
that contract farming plays 
an important role in building 
farmers’ confidence, noting 
the surge in number of con-
tracts signed in the past year.

He said contract farming 
has many advantages – not 
only does it help growers ob-
tain a guaranteed market, but 
also provides growers with 
the latest technical resources, 
expertise and assistance, as 
well as seed stock, provided 
by authorities and seasoned 
companies.

Cambodia is no longer 
a subsistence agricultural 
country, he said. Selection of 
agricultural products for ex-
port requires careful consid-
eration of quality to increase 
their competitive position on 
international markets.

“Contracts farming is meant 
to help all of us in finding 
markets, seed stock and com-
mon solutions,” he said.

According to Pheach, only 93 
farming contracts were signed 
in the first half of last year, 
mainly in the rice sector.

AuSTRALIA’S Qantas Airways Ltd 
is cutting 6,000 staff and grounding 
100 planes for up to a year in a $10 
billion cost-cutting blitz in response 
to the Covid crisis, the airline an-
nounced on Thursday.

Its CeO Alan joyce said the three-
year plan to save Australia’s flag 
carrier from “the biggest crisis our 
industry has ever faced” would also 
see more than half the company’s 
remaining 23,000 staff remain on 
leave for months.

“This year was supposed to be one of 
celebration for Qantas. It’s our centena-
ry,” joyce said in a statement. “Clearly, 
it is not turning out as planned.”

The coronavirus pandemic had al-
ready forced Qantas to cancel nearly 
all its international flights until at least 
October and slash domestic routes.

While domestic travel is begin-
ning to pick up as most Australian 
regions have successfully contained 
the epidemic, the country’s inter-
national borders are expected to re-
main closed to most passenger traf-
fic until next year.

And a recent surge in new Covid-19 
cases in Melbourne, Australia’s second-
biggest city, has served as a reminder 
that the pandemic remains a threat.

“We have to position ourselves 
for several years where revenues 
will be much lower. And that means 
becoming a smaller airline in the 
short-term,” joyce said in unveiling 
the “post-Covid recovery plan”.

In addition to the A$15 billion 
(uS$10.3 billion) in cost-cutting, the 
plan includes raising up to A$1.9 bil-
lion in equity.

The company also announced 
that it would extend the contract of 
joyce, Australia’s highest-paid CeO, 
until the completion of the plan.

Unions slam move
The 6,000 job losses will hit both 

Qantas and its budget subsidiary 
jetstar Airways Pty Ltd, while the 
company hopes half of the 15,000 
staff placed on leave since March 
will be back at work by the end of 
the year, joyce said.

He acknowledged the recovery 
plan’s “huge impact on thousands of 
our people”, but said “the collapse in 
billions of dollars in revenue leaves 
us little choice”.

Prime Minister Scott Morrison, 
whose government has spent bil-
lions trying to mitigate the econom-

ic impact of the pandemic, called 
the Qantas job cuts “heartbreaking”.

He told a press conference: “These 
are hard days, Australia. They’re very 
hard days.”

The Australian Council of Trade 
unions slammed the move and called 
on Morrison to extend the “jobKeep-
er” payments programme that helps 
employers maintain workers during 
the crisis to the airline’s staff.

Its president Michele O’neil said: 
“If it’s good enough to secure Alan 
joyce’s job, why isn’t it good enough 
to reverse these decisions, sit down 
with unions, ensure the federal gov-
ernment extends jobKeeper and 
save these jobs.”

Qantas grounded around 150 air-
craft in March, including most of its 
wide-bodied planes, and 100 of those 

will remain out of service for up to a 
year, including all the company’s dou-
ble-decker A380s, it said Thursday.

It also deferred new orders for 
Airbus A321neo and Boeing 787-9 
Dreamliners.

In addition to a gradual recovery 
of domestic flights, which joyce 
said should be up to 40 per cent of 
pre-Covid levels next month, there 
are hopes for a limited resumption 
of international flights this year be-
tween Australia and neighbouring 
new Zealand, which has also suc-
cessfully contained the disease.

Australia’s second full-service air-
line, Virgin Australia, went into vol-
untary administration late in April.

Two uS-based investment compa-
nies have put in rival bids to rescue 
that airline. AFP

Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Veng Sakhon (centre) and Ly Ly Food Industry Co Ltd CEO Keo 
Mom (right) have said contract farming not only protects growers but also promotes international recognition 
of the quality of Cambodian products. HENG CHIVOAN
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said. Total loan and deposit 
account balances surged just 
shy of seven per cent.

“We are experiencing an un-
precedented market situation. 
Targets have been adjusted, but 
we will grow in terms of volume 
and profitability and are ex-
ecuting planned investments 
such as two new branches – 
[currently] in the construction 
and approval process.

“I have gone through two 
previous global financial cri-
ses. Among many changes, 
our priority is in liquidity 
control through tighter ALM 
[Asset Liability Management] 
and a credit screening model, 
in which we added more cat-
egories such as adjusted cash-
flows and recovery potentials.

“It was very timely that we 
pilot-launched unsecured 
SMe loan products co-devel-
oped with the Banhji [FinTech 
Co Ltd] accounting platform 
in mid-2019,” said Shin.

Say Sony, senior vice-president 
of Prasac Microfinance Institu-
tion Ltd, the Kingdom’s largest 
microfinance institution (MFI) 
in terms of total assets, also re-
ported steady growth in business 
during the current trying times.

As of last month, its loan 
portfolios totalled $2.64 bil-
lion, gaining 5.83 per cent from 
the end of last year, Prasac data 

show. It boasted 618,000 de-
posit accounts totalling $1.89 
billion – up 5.76 per cent.

“Our loan growth will not 
reach our projections due to 
the impact of Covid-19. As a 
result, we have a very high level 
of idle cash and liquidity. We do 
note that our business growth 
is slow but healthy,” Sony said.

He said the MFI kept close 
relations with clients and con-
tinuously discussed with them 
to find solutions that can help 
them cope with the crisis.

“At the same time, we are 
continuing to offer all types of 
loans to clients and, notably, we 
are participating in the govern-
ment’s co-financing scheme 
to provide loans to small- and 
medium-sized enterprises with 
a lower monthly interest rate – 
just 0.58 per cent per month.

“We are ready to support 
our clients post-Covid-19 by 
ensuring they get the funds 
they need and customising 
our loan products and other 
financial services,” he said.

Sony said only 127 of his 
bank’s clients have applied to 
restructure a total of $500,000 
in loans this year.

He said the bank has dis-
bursed $2.1 million in loans 
to the education sector, 
mainly focusing on voca-
tional skills training such as 
language training institu-
tions and kindergartens.

VIeTnAM’S General Department 
of Customs will promote further 
administrative reforms relating to 
tax and customs to help import/ex-
port businesses during and after the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

This is one of the tasks outlined 
in the General Department of Cus-
toms’ Decision 1616/QD-TCHQ is-
sued last week.

It will implement solutions to re-
move obstacles faced by organisa-
tions and individuals implementing 
customs procedures.

The department will prohibit its 
customs offices causing difficulties for 
organisations and individuals during 
implementation of procedures, lead-
ing delays clearing goods, reported 
the Hai quan (Customs) newspaper.

Customs will also comply with the 
Ministry of Finance’s regulations regard-
ing certificates of origin for imported 
goods during the pandemic. Of which, 
it shall inspect import declarations 
from january 23, 2020 to provide special 
preferential rates based on the origin 
certificates for eligible enterprises.

Customs departments of provinc-
es sharing borders with China, Laos 
and Cambodia must coordinate 
with forces at border gates to main-
tain customs clearance for import 
and export goods, avoiding goods 
being delayed at border gates.

In addition, the department will 
also improve efficiency in informa-
tion technology (IT) to support dec-
larations and tax payments while 
exchanging information with minis-
tries and sectors to ease procedures, 
especially development of the na-
tional single window mechanism.

They include application of digital 

signatures for electronic documents 
issuance and implementation of 
online public services 24/7. 

It will also promote cooperation with 
the State Treasury, tax offices and com-
mercial banks to create favourable 
conditions encouraging businesses 
to implement electronic tax payment 
and customs clearance 24/7.

Customs will deploy the single 
window and automated aviation 
customs supervision system at in-
ternational airports nationwide.

It will also continue simplifying pro-
cedures and the clearance process to 
reduce paperwork and the time for 
implementing customs clearance.

Reviews will also take place to cut 
fees, charges and taxes relating to 
imported and exported goods.

Vietnam’s trade value reached 
$20.57 billion in the first half of this 
month, up 3.3 per cent compared to 
the second half of last month, data 
from the department show.

Total export value reached $10.37 
billion, down 5.3 per cent compared 
to the second half of last month. 

Products with strong reduction in 
export value included phones and ac-
cessories (down 15.7 per cent to $300 
million); rice (down 52.5 per cent to 
$114 million); machinery, equipment, 
tools and spare parts (down 8.6 per 
cent to $83 million); and computers, 
electronic products and components 
(down 3.3 per cent to $62 million).

From the beginning of this year 
until june 15, the national total trade 
value was $217.36 billion, down 2.3 
per cent over the same period last 
year. Vietnam’s trade surplus during 
this period was $3.75 billion. VIET NAM 
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Institutions say well 
equipped to serve 
customers amid Covid

Vn customs enhances 
support for enterprises

Cashews set for new markets

CDX to ‘facilitate’ derivatives

Thou Vireak

S
AnTAnA Agro Products Co Ltd, a 
cashew nut growing and process-
ing company, plans to ship 200 
tonnes of organic nuts by the end 

of the year, making its export debut into 
the uS and european markets.

This comes after the company received 
the prestigious ecocert certification for 
its organic cashew nuts.

established in France in 1991, ecocert 
is one of the world’s largest organic in-
spection and certification bodies and 
has become somewhat of a benchmark 
for organic and ecological labelling.

In 2017, Santana Agro Products built a 
nut processing plant, which is capable 
of processing 10 tonnes of cashew nuts 
per day.

Santana Agro Products factory opera-
tions manager Sophal Laikong told The 
Post on Thursday that the certification 
would give his company “full rights” to 
process organic cashew nuts for export 
to the uS and european markets.

He said the certification recognises 
his company’s product as being compli-
ant with uS and european sanitary and 
phytosanitary standards.

“Having received the certification, my 
company will have the automatic right 
to process organic cashew nuts to sup-
ply our partner distributors for export to 
the [international] market.

“The market for the uS and eu for the 
first time we processed about 200 tonnes 
of cashew nuts and we plan to export by 
the end of the year,” said Laikong.

He said that the company’s processing 
plant, in Romny commune’s Chi Ok vil-
lage in Preah Vihear province’s Rovieng 
district, can produce 35 tonnes of ca-
shew nuts per day. 

Some 400ha out of 850ha of the com-

pany’s cashew crops have been har-
vested this season, with 1ha yielding be-
tween four and five tonnes, he said.

The company exported 121 tonnes 
of non-organic cashew nuts last year 
to China’s largest markets, followed by 
South Korea, japan and the eu, he said, 
adding that more than 60 tonnes have 
been exported this year.

“nowadays, my company is not pro-
ducing enough cashew nuts for export, 
we need to buy cashew nuts from farm-
ers in the area,” he said.

During a visit to the processing plant 
in April, Minister of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries Veng Sakhon said the com-
pany plans to expand by 1,000ha in the 

future, with the goal to produce 10,500 
tonnes of fresh cashew nuts per year and 
export 3,000 tonnes of the product.

“I would like to express my admira-
tion and appreciation for the companies 
that have invested in the development of 
cashew nut production in line with the 
government’s policy,” he said then.

The Kingdom exported some 202,318 
tonnes of cashew nuts last year, up 
nearly 100 per cent from 2018’s 101,973 
tonnes, said a ministry report.

The area allotted to cashew nut cul-
tivation totals 149,660ha, spanning 22 
provinces. Almost 60 per cent is harvest-
ed land, which yielded 116,343 tonnes in 
2018, data from the ministry shows.

May Kunmakara

CAMBODIAn Derivatives exchange 
Co Ltd (CDX) has been accredited by 
the Securities and exchange Com-
mission of Cambodia (SeCC) as a 
“facilitator for the online arrange-
ment” of two of its programmes.

With CDX’s hand in the “Training 
for Approved Person for Derivative 
Business” and “Continuous Pro-
fessional education Program”, the 
SeCC aims to make the Kingdom’s 
budding derivatives market more 
attractive, professional and interna-
tionally recognised.

Derivatives are financial contracts 
between two parties based on the 
future price fluctuations of an un-
derlying asset, such as a commodity, 
currency or stock.

The financial tool offers investors 
a chance to speculate on the asset’s 
price movements, or protect their 
investment against unwanted risk.

SeCC director-general Sou 
Socheat told The Post on Thursday 
that the accreditation will allow 
CDX to conduct industry-specific 
training programmes at the discre-
tion of the SeCC.

CDX received its derivatives bro-
ker licence in 2016 and continues to 
work closely with the SeCC.

Socheat said: “We have been work-
ing with them on the derivatives 
market to better educate the public 
on investing in products.

“We’ve just authorised the CDX to 
provide training pertaining to the 
industry. They have to seek approval 
from the SeCC on the specific topic 
they wish to cover.

“The needs of investors and other 
individuals who seek to learn more 
about derivatives trading must form 

the basis for the training design.
“At the same time, CDX has a lot 

networks abroad that they can bring 
to invest here. That’s why we need to 
work together – to guide on how to 
interpret the rules and regulations 
of our market,” he said.

The trading volume of derivatives 
in Cambodia increased from $84 
million in 2018 to $200 million last 
year, SeCC data show. The deriva-
tives market currently boasts five 
central counterparties, 27 deriva-
tive brokers, five fund management 

companies and five trustees.
Socheat said the SeCC is willing to 

work not only with CDX, but other 
operators to improve the derivatives 
market and enhance its attractiveness.

He said: “Through collaboration, 
we want potential investors who 
have been through training to have 
a good grasp on the fundamentals 
of the market and its risks, given its 
volatile nature.

“Once they’ve been through train-
ing, they’ll be better equipped to 
manage these risks.”

The Kingdom exported some 202,318 tonnes of cashew nuts last year, up nearly 100 per cent 
from 2018’s 101,973 tonnes. HONG MENEA

SECC director-general Sou Socheat said the accreditation will allow CDX to conduct 
industry-specific training programmes at the SECC’s discretion. SUPPLIED
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L
ATE May, an instruction by 
the National Bank of Cam-
bodia (NBC) to financial 
institutions to call back 

smaller US dollar notes $1, $2 and 
$5, in three months ending August 
31, 2020, created panic in the mar-
ket as retailers and consumers alike 
thought the bills were no longer le-
gal tender.

Overnight, scores of retailers in-
cluding roadside food operators 
declined to accept the notes, fearing 
an income loss if the banks rejected 
their deposits.

The central bank’s move, the latest 
installation of strategies to raise the 
circulation of riel in the economy, 
prompted a clarification by Prime 
Minister Hun Sen that the notes are 
still legal for use.

Analysts say the announcement 
could have triggered a psychologi-
cal effect in the economy, relating to 
the possibility that the small notes 
might be denied or its value dis-
counted in transactions.

“This can have adverse effects, 
especially among the poor and low-
income groups who might have kept 
small notes till now,” said Tokyo-
based economics lecturer Associate 
Prof Samreth Sovannroeun. Regard-
less, it had to be done.

Hard-pressed by the need to de-
dollarise the economy, the NBC has 
been instituting various policies to 
wean the economy off the US dollar 
over the last 15 years and reinstate 
the riel as the sole currency, giving 
rise to national pride.

The pace of implementing such 
policies has picked up in recent years 
after a few laggard starts, as the cen-
tral bank struggles with implement-
ing monetary policies due to the high 
level of dollarisation and lack of co-
operation from stakeholders.

On its part, it is affected by the in-
ability to set the policy rate because 
the market rate is tied to the US Fed-
eral Funds Rate, which diminishes 
its efforts to act as lender of last 
resort during economic shocks, in-
cluding financial crises.

A more likely example is the untold 
vulnerability of Cambodia’s trading 
sector due to high dollarisation.

“That is, the positive interest rate 
shock in the US can lead to the ap-
preciation of the dollar, thereby 
worsening Cambodia’s trade bal-
ance against its main trading part-
ners such as the European Union.

“Policy actions that enhance the de-
dollarisation process can reduce this 
vulnerability,” said Sovannroeun.

To circumnavigate the challenges, 
the central bank made it compul-
sory for financial institutions to 
have at least 10 per cent of the loan 
portfolio in riel, bills and taxes to 
be settled in riel, and called for the 
development of payment apps that 
promote riel transactions.

NBC also introduced the liquidity 
providing collateralised operation 
(LPCO) facility to banks to supply 
more riel to the banking system.

Ironically, the narrowing econom-
ic growth triggered by Covid-19 this 
year has presented an ambient op-
portunity for NBC to take stock of 
the situation and roll-out de-dollar-
isation policies.

“A gradual de-dollarisation makes 
sense [and] now is a good time to 
slowly de-dollarise the economy as 
not much trade is being done.

“Fewer transactions mean that 
policies can easily be implemented,” 
said economist Chheng Kimlong, 
who is director of the Centre for Gov-
ernance Innovation and Democracy 
at the Asian Vision Institute.

In a recently finalised gross do-
mestic product (GDP) forecast, 
revealed to The Post, growth is ex-

pected to contract to around -1.9 
per cent for 2020.

This projection echoes the grim 
estimations made by the World Bank 
and Asian Development Bank.

For 2021, the government sees a like-
ly expansion to 3.5 per cent, said Min-

istry of Economy and Finance spokes-
man Meas Soksensan.

So far, the economy has taken a 
beating with little income from two 
of its key growth drivers – the gar-
ment and footwear industry – which 
represented one-fifth of the GDP last 
year, and tourism, which contributed 
18.7 per cent to real GDP in 2019.

About 190 to 260 garment factories 
have shut down due to frozen or can-
celled orders from the West resulting 
in the suspension of some 200,000 
workers. This does not include some 
tens of thousands of tourism-related 
workers who have either been sus-
pended or are facing pay cuts.

The government has allocated $60-
$100 million to compensate workers 
on top of $125 million in cash aid for 
poor and vulnerable people. The al-
locations will be dispensed in riel.

In the meantime, exports are ex-
pected to tumble. Last year, total 
exports rose to $25.2 billion, repre-
senting 7.8 per cent of the GDP, but 
it is forecast to be below 16 per cent 
in 2020.

This is to be expected, said Jayant 
Menon, a visiting senior fellow at the 
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies-
Yusof Ishak Institute in Singapore.

“Most small, open economies are 
facing deterioration in their export 
income as a result of the slump in 
global growth. Cambodia is not an 
exception,” he pointed out.

Menon believes the fall in exports 
and tourism might have a multiplier 

impact on the rest of the domestic 
economy with the likelihood of cur-
rent account deficit worsening, as a 
result.

Thus, here is where an economy that 
is powered by the local currency could 
have reduced the negative effects.

“But, because Cambodia is heav-
ily dollarised, it means money sup-
ply will inevitably contract, at a time 
when monetary policies should be 
eased to help spur growth.

“This is [one of the] problems of 
being dollarised during a global 
growth slowdown,” said Menon.

Although critics argue that de-
dollarisation could affect the trad-
ing sector where over 90 per cent of 
trade activities across all sectors are 
conducted in foreign currencies, in-
cluding the US dollar, Kimlong said 
the government can be expected to 
provide support.

“The government has long main-
tained strong and prudential mac-
roeconomic and monetary policies 
that provide the basis for exchange 
rate stability, despite allowing a 
floating exchange regime,” he said.

Monetary policy limitations
Dollarisation in Cambodia was 

never planned. It happened by 
chance. In the uneasy years of the 
1980s and early 1990s, after the fall of 
the Khmer Rouge, public confidence 
in the Khmer riel was at its lowest.

History tells us that the riel was 
issued after Cambodia’s indepen-
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Keeping it riel, Cambodia steps 

up de-dollarisation

Cambodia hopes that the increase in riel usage would instil national pride lost over the years. post staff

the economic downturn has supplied the National Bank of Cambodia with an opportunity to step 
up its agenda to return the shine on the riel while coping with Covid-19 challenges 

 Riel in circulation and riel compared 
to the U.S. dollar exchange rate

(y/y, percent change)

Source: Cambodian authorities (World Bank economic update, May 2020).
Note: RHS = Right-hand scale.

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

-5

-4

-3

-2

-1

0

1

2

3
Ju

n-
10

D
ec

-1
0

Ju
n-

11
D

ec
-1

1
Ju

n-
12

D
ec

-1
2

Ju
n-

13
D

ec
-1

3
Ju

n-
14

D
ec

-1
4

Ju
n-

15
D

ec
-1

5
Ju

n-
16

D
ec

-1
6

Ju
n-

17
D

ec
-1

7
Ju

n-
18

D
ec

-1
8

Ju
n-

19
D

ec
-1

9

Riels/U.S. dollar exchange rate (RHS)
Riels in circulation



9THE PHNOM PENH POST  JUNE  26, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

SPECIAL   REPORT
dence from the French in 1953 but 
its usage came to end in 1975 with 
Pol Pot’s regime. It was re-circulated 
on March 20, 1980, but it teetered 
throughout the troubled years.

With the arrival of the UN Tran-
sitional Authority in Cambodia in 
1992, a surge of foreign aid and 
investment was recorded, which 
caused a shock to the riel. The NBC 
was unable to repair the situation.

This made the US dollar a conve-
nient and valuable currency, more 
so in 1995 as Cambodia moved to 
a market economy from a centrally 
-planned one.

Before long, the dollar displaced 
the riel as a primary currency, the 
World Bank said in the ‘Dollarisa-
tion Dilemma Price Stability at the 
Cost of External Competitiveness’ 
report in June 2019.

“Macroeconomic  instability coupled 
with political transition contributed to 
a rapid depreciation of the local cur-
rency which encouraged Cambodians 
to start substituting other currencies 
as a store of value or financial dollari-
sation,” it said.

The dollar also became a unit of 
account to determine prices and 
wages (“real dollarisation”), and a 
means of exchange (“transactional 
dollarisation”).

One estimate by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) in the last de-
cade puts the share of dollars in the 
currency in circulation at around 90 
per cent.

However, recent calculations re-
veal a dip to around 80 per cent, 
predominantly due to the NBC’s 
gregarious measures. Of course, 
more needs to be done.

In May, Moody’s Investors Service 
Inc, which considered the NBC’s histo-
ry of delivering exchange rate and price 
stability against a high level of dollari-
sation, found that its role in monetary 
policy effectiveness was limited.

Challenges in curtailing credit 
growth and potential risks in the 
real estate and construction sectors 
were also compounded by stretched 
supervisory powers over a large 
banking system.

“It constrains the effectiveness of 
the monetary policy,” Moody’s said 
in the credit report.

That is to say that although dol-
larisation played a key role in eco-
nomic growth in the past two de-
cades, the over-reliance has resulted 
in the NBC’s inability to implement 
monetary policies and its loss as the 
lender of last resort.

The central bank also loses out on 
seigniorage – a difference pocketed 
from the cost of producing and dis-
tributing money, and the eventual 
income withdrawn from lending this 
money, otherwise known as revenue.

In the case of the US dollar bills, 
seigniorage is gained by the US Fed-
eral Reserve and the Treasury, the 
sovereign owner of the currency.

To give an idea, NBC’s report on 

Dollarisation in Cambodia (2007) 
estimated that a net annual income 
foregone (from seigniorage) was in 
the range of $20 million to $90 mil-
lion annually.

Riel in numbers
Nevertheless, circulation of the riel 

has grown manifold over the years, 
with strong foreign direct invest-
ments (FDIs) and foreign reserves 
stabilising the local currency.

In the first 11 months of last year, 
3.4 trillion riel or $838 million was 
supplied by the NBC to mostly com-
mercial banks, an almost fourfold 
increase compared to 2018 via its 
LPCO facility, the World Bank’s lat-
est economic update showed.

As of December 31, 2019, FDIs 
and the injection of local currency 
helped NBC to accumulate interna-
tional reserves up to $18.8 billion or 
28.3 per cent growth year-on-year, 
covering more than seven months 
of imports of goods and services. 
The ratio of the reserves to GDP was 
69.8 per cent.

The IMF said foreign currency de-
posits in US dollars were 18.6 trillion 
riel in 2018, where 84.8 per cent was 
of broad money (meaning cash and 
bank deposits) and are projected to 
rise to 26.7 trillion riel this year.

The riel component of broad 
money amounted to 13.4 trillion in 
2018 or 15.2 per cent of its total 88.4 
trillion riel. In 2020, IMF expects it 
to grow to 19.9 trillion riel.

The World Bank which noticed the 
efforts to promote the use of the riel, 
said it has paid off.

“Riel in circulation grew 31.3 per 
cent year-on-year in 2019, up from 
11.5 per cent in 2018, while the ex-
change rate of the riel against the US 
dollar remained stable,” it added.

For a long time now, the exchange 
rate has been maintained at 4,050 to 
$1 using the managed exchange rate 
regime that is neither fixed nor com-
pletely floated.

This year due to Covid-19, some 
pressure on the exchange rate is an-
ticipated because of lower capital 
inflows and the decline of foreign 
exchange earnings caused by the 
downturn in tourism and export 
sectors.

“As the central bank conducts pru-
dent market operations to stabilise 
the exchange rate, demand for US 
dollars will likely increase. Without 
additional foreign exchange injection, 
the riel is likely to depreciate against 

the dollar,” the World Bank said.

Dealing with glitches
So, the fact remains that de-dolla-

rising an economy has some posi-
tive outcomes. In the past, countries 
such as Israel, Poland, Mexico, Egypt 
and Turkey, as mentioned in a report 
by Menon in 2007, had successfully 
come off a dollar-based economy.

In doing the same, Cambodia will 
need to prepare for some pinches to 
the economy, such as an uptick in 
inflation triggered by a strong riel 
due to higher demand in the market 
on the back of increased circulation 
over the dollar (to back the riel).

“Although a strong riel is beneficial 
to domestic factors of production, it 
can push up inflation, at least in the 
short to medium term,” said Kimlong.

Similarly for FDI, sources of in-
flows vis-à-vis foreign exchange 
must be kept in check because the 
source country might use US dollar 
as a national medium of exchange, 

placing the stronger currency at an 
advantage over a weaker riel.

The same can be expected for dol-
lar-based loans as lenders or lend-
ing countries gain more if the rate 
appreciates.

“In the Cambodian case, a weaker 
riel can affect borrowers when the 
loan and interest repayments are 
made, analogous to a tax on the 
loans when borrowers convert riel 
into US dollar to pay the lender,” 
Kimlong said.

Meanwhile, Sovannroeun felt that 
measures to deal with possible neg-
ative consequences, where monitor-
ing of economic transactions that 
use small-dollar notes are needed.

“Measures to ensure the notes 
are not denied or discounted in the 
transactions may also be necessary. 
Furthermore, enhancing services 
for more convenient access to dollar 
and riel exchange with an appropri-
ate exchange rate for small dollar 
notes is also important,” he said.

 Outstanding Amounts of LPCO
 in billion KHR, Oct 2016 – Dec 2019 

 

Source: National Bank of Cambodia 
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Q How do you see the impact 
of the Covid-19 outbreak 

affecting Cambodian businesses 
and the economy?

This is an unprecedented 
crisis, with devastating health, 
economic and social effects 
being felt around the world. 
Beyond the health impacts 
on people from the Covid-19 
pandemic, we are expecting a 
major global recession. 

Our estimates suggest a 
much deeper global down- 
turn than the recession that 
followed the 2008 financial 
crisis, given declines in  
production, investment,  
employment and trade. 

We know that businesses 
are shutting down as countries 
take important measures to 
fight the disease

The crisis is rippling through 
developing countries, which 
are especially vulnerable. 

While Cambodia is among 
the few countries which have 
so far avoided a health crisis, 
it is already experiencing hard 
hits to its economy. 

The most affected sectors – 
tourism, manufacturing exports 
and construction – contributed 
to more than 70 per cent of 
growth and just over 39 per 
cent of total paid jobs in 2019. 

With these areas particu-
larly impacted by Covid-19, 
it’s now estimated that at least 
1.76 million jobs are at risk, 
according to a recent World 
Bank report.

Q Micro, small and medium 
enterprises (MSMEs) 

accounting  for more than 90 per 
cent of the economy are among 
those most impacted. How do 
you perceive their challenges?

This is not an issue affecting 
Cambodia alone – it’s global. 

Companies are scaling back 
operations and laying off  
employees. The stress is  
especially great on MSMEs, 
which are highly vulnerable  
to global shocks. 

The longer the disruption, 
the greater the damage will 
be, which will make a global 
economic recovery difficult in 
the near to medium term.

Even before the Covid-19 
pandemic, about 131 million or 
41 per cent of formal MSMEs 
in developing countries were 
constrained in accessing the 
credit they need to survive and 
thrive, and the MSME finance 
gap in developing countries 
had been estimated to be about 
$5 trillion.

As a result of the crisis, 
MSMEs are experiencing 
shocks on both the supply  
and demand sides as well as 
financial shocks.

Q Access to capital has  
been recognised by IFC  

as an issue for SMEs. Is the 
current outbreak compounding 
the issue?

Developing countries are 
facing a deteriorating trade and 
financial environment. We are 
seeing much tighter financial 
conditions for developing 
countries, characterised by 
large portfolio outflows,  
currency depreciations and a 
rise in spreads. 

Given this situation, most 
MSMEs are working with 
clients to defer payments and 
work out the solutions to fit 
the times, and in these circum-
stances they may also seek 
some form of grace on loan 
repayments from their lenders.

Q How can IFC help?

We understand the challenge 
is immense and this crisis is 
rippling through developing 
countries, which are especially 
vulnerable. 

IFC is moving quickly  
to soften the economic blow 
through financing that will 
help companies continue  
to operate and pay their  
workers.

IFC is providing $8 billion 
in fast-track financing to our 
private-sector clients to sustain 
economies and protect jobs 
during this unprecedented 
global crisis.

The bulk of IFC’s financ-

ing will go to client banking 
institutions, enabling them to 
continue to offer trade financ-
ing, working-capital support 
and medium-term financing 
to companies struggling with 
disruptions in supply chains, 

especially small and medium 
enterprises. 

We firmly believe that  
supporting the private sector  
is critical to restoring  
economic stability and  
preserving jobs. 

Commitments under the 
Working Capital Solutions, the 
Global Trade Liquidity Program 
and the Real Sector Crisis Re-
sponse Envelope in response to 
Covid-19 currently amount to 
$500 million, with many more 
across all regions expected in 
the coming weeks. 

In addition, since March 17, 
IFC has deployed $1.8 billion 
to support small and medium-
sized enterprises involved in 
global supply chains through 
its Global Trade Finance Pro-
gram – almost 54 per cent of 
this volume is deployed in low-
income and fragile countries. 

In Cambodia, IFC has just 
increased the trade limit for 
Acleda Bank to $15 million, 
enabling the lender to  
improve its capacity to cover 
payment risk in granting trade 
financing to local businesses, 
mostly SMEs.

We are working with our  
existing client institutions 
around the globe to provide 
near-term support and help 
sustain operations into the 
recovery period to continue 
providing finance to productive 
small businesses.

On the advisory side, IFC 

is also working with financial 
institutions to strengthen  
their risk management  
and build their capacity  
to provide practical tools  
and advice to help SMEs to 
manage stresses related to  
the crisis, as well provide  
them with skills and job  
training to help them rebuild 
their business.

Q How will businesses and 
the economy recover from  

the crisis?

Clearly, in countries all 
across the globe, measures like 
tax relief and fiscal assistance 
are aimed at easing immediate 
pressures. 

Our experience from past 
shocks, including the global 
financial crisis in 2008, has 
taught us that keeping  
companies solvent is key  
to saving jobs and limiting 
economic damage.

To help ensure a robust 
recovery, further efforts  
will be needed to continue 
ensuring macroeconomic and 
financial sector stability, as  
well as an enabling business 
environment for firms,  
especially SMEs. 

Diversifying trade, reducing 
logistics costs and upgrading 
labour skills will help increase 
an economy’s resilience and 
competitiveness in the long 
and medium term. 

Ifc: Growth of smes key to 
restoring economic stability

Weavers make rattan baskets in Kampong Speu province’s Odongk district. Supplied

Asad Yaqub, IFC resident representative in Cambodia. Supplied 

small and medIum enterprIses

In an interview with The Post,  
the IFC’s resident representative 
in Cambodia Asad Yaqub stresses 
the importance of dynamic small 
businesses as a cornerstone  
of developing economies. 
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world

GeRMAn chemical giant Bay-
er AG said on Wednesday it 
had agreed to pay more than 
$10 billion to end a wave of 
lawsuits from uS citizens who 
say their cancers were caused 
by its Roundup weedkiller.

The deal relieves a major 
headache for Bayer, which 
has been going on since it 
bought uS firm and Roundup 
maker Monsanto Co for $63 
billion in 2018.

Its CeO Werner Baumann 
said in a statement: “The 
Roundup settlement is the 
right action at the right time 
for Bayer to bring a long peri-
od of uncertainty to an end.”

At the same time, Bayer 
announced that it had also 
agreed separate multi-million-
dollar payouts to resolve long-
standing legal issues involving 
other Bayer products, as the 
group tries to turn the page on 
its courtroom dramas.

Bayer’s share price climbed 
nearly six per cent to €74.06 
($83.30) in after-hours trad-
ing following the surprise an-
nouncement.

The statement said the 
Roundup deal would bring 
closure to around 75 per cent 
of current litigation that in-
volves roughly 125,000 filed 
and unfiled claims.

It would also settle about 95 
per cent of the cases currently 
set for trial and establish “key 
values and parameters” to 
resolve the remainder of the 
claims, Bayer added.

Roundup is a flagship Mon-
santo product containing gly-
phosate, a widely used weed-
killer that tens of thousands 
of plaintiffs say caused their 
illness – with many suffering 
from the blood cancer non-
Hodgkin’s lymphoma.

Bayer suffered a clutch of fi-
nancially painful setbacks in 
first-instance uS court rulings 
last year, although the amounts 
awarded were later reduced.

The company maintains 

that scientific studies and 
regulatory approvals show 
Roundup’s main ingredient 
glyphosate is safe, but said 
when it released first-quarter 
earnings data in April that it 
“continues to engage con-
structively in the mediation 
process”.

The settlement announced 
on Wednesday consists of a 
payment of $8.8 billion to $9.6 
billion to resolve the current 
Roundup litigation, Bayer said, 
and $1.25 billion to address 
potential future litigation.

Bayer stressed that the 
agreement would not cover 
three cases currently going 
through the appeals process.

They include the landmark 
first Roundup case brought 
by school groundskeeper 
Dewayne johnson who was 
eventually awarded $78.5 
million.

In the same statement, Bayer 
said it would pay $820 million to 
settle decades-old complaints 
over Monsanto-made toxic 
chemicals known as polychlo-
rinated biphenyls (PCBs) that 
caused water contamination.

It also agreed to settle uS 
lawsuits involving dicamba 
herbicide which has been 
blamed for wrecking crops in 
the uS, by drifting onto plants 
unable to resist it.

The group said it would pay 
up to $400 million to resolve 
pending claims in Missouri for 
the 2012-2015 crop years.

Bayer said it expects co-de-
fendant BASF Se – which also 
manufacturers a type of di-
camba – to contribute towards 
the settlement.

This comes after a uS jury in 
February awarded $265 mil-
lion to Missouri peach farmer 
Bill Bader who accused the 
two companies of encourag-
ing farmers to use the weed-
killer irresponsibly.

Bayer said the Bader case 
was not included in the pro-
posed settlement. AFP

Bayer will pay $10B 
to settle weedkiller 
cancer-based suits 

IMF economic forecast bleak 
as virus surges in the Americas
M

ORe than 78,000 
people were diag-
nosed with Covid-
19 in the uS and 

in Brazil alone on Wednesday, 
as the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) laid out the unprec-
edented economic devastation 
caused by the global pandemic 
and the World Health Organi-
sation (WHO) warned the 
number of infections could 
reach 10 million worldwide 
within the next week.

As many countries emerged 
from lockdown hoping to 
resurrect their economies, 
uS states were re-imposing 
virus restrictions and Brazil-
ian experts were warning the 
country was sending people 
“to the slaughterhouse”.

The IMF said that this “crisis 
like no other” would send the 
global gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) plunging by 4.9 per 
cent this year and wipe out an 
astonishing $12 trillion over 
two years.

It said that many countries 
will face a recession more 
than double that which they 
suffered during the global fi-
nancial crisis in 2008-2009.

The IMF forecast that China 
would be the only economy 
that grows this year, by just 
one per cent.

The uS is forecast to shrink 
by eight per cent, Germany 
slightly less, while France, Italy, 
Spain and Britain would all suf-
fer double-digit contractions.

The uS has recorded more 
deaths than any other nation, 
with more than 122,000 from 
nearly 2.4 million cases.

The number of new cases 
has been on a clear upward 
trend in recent days, especial-
ly in the south and west of the 
country. On Wednesday the 
uS recorded more than 35,900 
cases in 24 hours, shows a tally 
by johns Hopkins university 
in the uS state of Maryland, a 
figure which approaches pre-
vious record daily levels.

Latin America has been one 
of the world’s worst hotspots 
for weeks, and the number 
of deaths in Latin America 
and the Caribbean surpassed 
100,000 on Wednesday.

Brazil was the hardest-hit 
country, with its new cases 
surpassing even the uS – over 
42,700 recorded on Wednesday.

“The curve in Brazil is still 
rising sharply. We’re still in the 
first wave,” said Domingos Al-
ves, a professor of medicine at 
the university of Sao Paulo and 
member of a scientific com-
mittee monitoring the crisis.

“We’re sending people to 
the slaughterhouse” with 
moves to exit lockdown too 
soon, he added.

WHO chief Tedros Adha-
nom Ghebreyesus said the 
global number of cases would 
reach 10 million within the 
next week, after four million 
cases were recorded just in 
the last month.

The global figure currently 
stands at over 9.4 million.

Tedros said: “We have an 
urgent responsibility to do 
everything we can with the 
tools we have now to suppress 
transmission and save lives.”

WHO emergencies direc-
tor Michael Ryan warned 
that the pandemic had not 
yet reached its peak in the 
Americas.

It was “particularly intense 
in Central and South Amer-
ica” where many countries 
saw “between a 25 and 50 per 
cent rise in cases over the last 
week”, he said, adding that 
“the spectre of further lock-
downs cannot be excluded”.

Globally, the number of Covid-
19 deaths surged past 480,000 
after doubling in less than two 
months, an AFP tally shows.

China said a new outbreak 
that has infected 256 people 
in Beijing since early june is 
“under control”, but fears re-

main over the risk of commu-
nity transmission.

Hard-hit europe is reopening 
from lockdown – but in Britain, 
medical experts warned of the 
“real risk” of a second wave and 
called for a swift review into 
the government’s handling of 
the outbreak.

experts have also warned 
that an early summer heat-
wave across the continent 
could lead to a surge in infec-
tions as people hit beaches 
and parks while ignoring so-
cial distancing measures.

no masks were worn by 
participants – and few by 
spectators – at a huge pa-
rade in Moscow during World 
War II commemorations on 
Wednesday.

The pandemic also contin-
ues to cause havoc in global 
sports, with new York can-
celling its famed marathon 
which had been planned for 
november 1. AFP

Latin America has been one of the world’s worst hotspots for weeks, and the number of deaths in Latin 
America and the Caribbean surpassed 100,000 on Wednesday. AFP

Pilots’ virus chatting blamed for Pakistan plane crash
THe pilots of a plane that crashed last 
month in Pakistan, killing 98 people, 
were pre-occupied by the coronavirus 
crisis and tried to land with the air-
craft’s wheels still up, said initial offi-
cial reports released on Wednesday.

The Pakistan International Airlines 
Corp (PIA) plane crashed into a crowd-
ed residential area on May 22 after both 
engines failed as it approached Karachi 
airport for a second landing attempt, 
killing all but two people on board, and 
a child on the ground.

The preliminary report outlines the 
flight’s chaotic final minutes and a 
bizarre series of errors compounded 
by communication failures with air 
traffic control.

Investigators found that the plane 
was at more than twice the correct 
altitude when it first approached the 

runway, and the tower advised the 
pilots to circle for a more gradual 
descent, says the report.

But, instead of going around, the pilots 
attempted to land anyway – even though 
they had raised the landing gear.

Air traffic control saw the Airbus 
A320’s engines scrape the runway 
with a shower of sparks, but did not 
tell the cockpit.

The badly damaged engines failed 
as the plane turned to attempt a sec-
ond landing.

Pakistan’s Federal Minister for Avi-
ation Ghulam Sarwar Khan told par-
liament the pilots had been discuss-
ing the coronavirus as they 
attempted to land and had disen-
gaged the craft’s autopilot.

Khan also pointed to a troubling 
review of pilot credentials that is 

bound to reverberate through the 
country’s airline industry.

He said a probe last year found that 
262 of Pakistan’s 860 active pilots had 
fake licences or had cheated on 
exams – including an unspecified 
number of PIA pilots.

The crash investigation team, 
which included officials from the 
French government and the aviation 
industry, analysed cockpit data and 
voice recorders.

The report said the plane had been on 
the ground for 46 days during that time. 
But it was “100 per cent fit for flying . . . 
there was no technical fault”, Khan said.

Pakistan Airline Pilots Association 
spokesman Qasim Qadim called the 
investigation’s findings “mind-bog-
gling”.

The report did not name the pilots, 

but a senior PIA official told AFP the 
captain was Sajjad Gul.

The official said Gul joined the air-
line 25 years ago and had racked up 
17,000 hours of flying experience, 
including 4,500 hours on A320s.

Many passengers were travelling to 
spend the Muslim holiday of eid al-
Fitr with loved ones.

Buildings were torn apart after the 
plane’s wings sliced through rooftops, 
sending flames and plumes of smoke 
into the air.

Khan said three people on the 
ground were injured, saying for the 
first time that a young girl later died.

Pakistan has a chequered military 
and civilian aviation safety record, 
with frequent plane and helicopter 
crashes over the years.

In 2016, a PIA plane burst into 

flames after one of its two turboprop 
engines failed while flying from the 
remote north to Islamabad, killing 
more than 40 people.

The deadliest air disaster in Paki-
stan was in 2010 when an Airbus A321 
operated by private airline Airblue 
crashed into the hills of Islamabad as 
it came in to land, killing all 152 peo-
ple on board.

An official report blamed the acci-
dent on a confused captain and a 
hostile cockpit atmosphere.

PIA, one of the region’s leading airlines 
until the 1970s, now suffers from a sink-
ing reputation due to frequent cancel-
lations, delays and financial troubles.

It has been involved in numerous 
controversies over the years, includ-
ing the jailing of a drunk pilot in Brit-
ain in 2013. AFP



New national park set 
across from Cambodia
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AuTHORITIeS in the southern 
Vietnamese province of Tay 
Ninh have merged Chang Riec 
Culture and History Forest and 
Lo Go – Xa Mat National Park 
to form the new Lo Go – Xa 
Mat National Park.

Provincial People’s Committee 
vice-chairman Tran Van Chien 
signed the official decision.

The new national park covers 
30,000ha of natural forest cov-
ering six communes in Tan 
Bien district, namely Tan Lap, 
Tan Binh, Hoa Hiep, Thanh Tay, 
Thanh Bac and Thanh Binh.

The newly-formed park bor-
ders Svay Rieng province’s 
Romeas Hek district, Prey Veng 
province’s Kamchay Mear district 
and Tbong Khmum province’s 
Ponhea Kraek and Memot dis-
tricts in Cambodia’s southeast.

The park will continue to host 
a standard ecological system of 
dense forest with the biological 
features of a place joining the 
Tay Nguyen (Central High-
lands) area, east southern area 
and Cuu Long (Mekong) River 
Delta together with endangered 
animals to maintain valuable 
species for future research and 
other purposes. 

The management board of 
the park is also responsible for 
preserving national historical 

relics like the base of the Pro-
visionary Revolutionary Gov-
ernment of the Southern Viet-
nam Republic, the base of the 
Southern Central Department, 
and the base of the Southern 
Vietnam People Liberation 
Front, which were used during 
the uS War in Vietnam.

The park is divided into three 
functional zones. The first zone 
is strictly protected, including 
over 10,600ha in Tan Binh and 
Tan Lap communes. The second 
zone is an area for biology recov-
ery, covering over 19,000ha of 
Tan Lap, Tan Binh, Hoa Hiep, 
Thanh Tay, Thanh Bac and 
Thanh Binh. The third zone is 
for administration offices, which 
covers over 130ha in the com-
munes of Tan Lap, Tan Binh, 
Thanh Tay and Thanh Bac.

On March 21, Deputy Prime 
Minister Trinh Dinh Dung sent 
an official document No 394/
TTg NN on the guidelines to 
merge Chang Riec Culture and 
History Forest into Lo Go – Xa 
Mát National Park following 
the proposal of the provincial 
Department of Agriculture 
and Rural Development to 
publish a decision to establish 
the new Lo Go – Xa Mat 
National Park. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Overseas Filipino workers more vulnerable
F

OR three months, he hasn’t 
been paid, and he hasn’t 
been getting any food ra-
tions for weeks. So, Pablito 

de Ocampo and about 10 of his fel-
low laid-off workers at a firm in Ri-
yadh, Saudi Arabia, headed to the 
back of a nearby mall very early one 
recent morning, just before the gar-
bage trucks arrived.

There, they rummaged through the 
rubbish to look for something still ed-
ible, like a slightly damaged carrot.

“We gathered rejects because we 
don’t know where else to go to get 
something to eat,” de Ocampo, 33, an 
aluminium installer at Alumatec Alu-
minium Manufacturers Co Ltd, told 
The Straits Times via a video call.

He is one of the tens of thousands 
of Filipinos in Saudi Arabia desper-
ate to head home because they have 
lost their jobs, and they are being 
overlooked in a coronavirus-rav-
aged nation that does not see them 
right now as a priority concern.

The Philippines’ army of overseas 
workers has long been hailed as “un-
sung heroes” for their billions worth 
of remittances that have kept the Phil-
ippine economy afloat, even as finan-
cial crises battered other nations.

Remittances by some 10 million 
Filipinos living abroad reached a 
record high of $33.5 billion last year.

But overseas Filipino workers have 
also been the most vulnerable, often 
discriminated against and given 
little protection in countries where 
they work.

Maids have been reported to be 
treated worse than dogs, and con-
struction workers are paid less than 
what they were promised if they are 
paid at all.

The coronavirus pandemic has 
made them even more vulnerable.

Nurses are called to the frontlines 
with little or no protection. Dozens 
have died in the uS and Britain.

Waiters, hotel staff, entertainers, 
salesmen, clerks and labourers are 
the first to be laid off or suspended 

without guarantees of compensa-
tion or some form of safety net in 
the Gulf states.

“After using us and calling us ‘he-
roes’, why can’t they help us now 
that we need it most?” de Ocampo 
asked of the Philippine authorities.

Perhaps nowhere is the situation 
direr than in Saudi Arabia.

The country has the highest num-
ber of overseas Filipinos with Covid-
19 – nearly 4,000. At least 100 have 
died due to Covid-19, the disease 
the novel coronavirus causes.

Among them was Ruperto Lloran-
do, 55, an engineer who had been 
working in Saudi Arabia for 12 years 
and was supposed to be on his last 
year there, and had been planning 
to stay for good in the Philippines.

Now, not even his remains may 
make it back home. embassy officials 

have decided to bury those who have 
died in Saudi Arabia because there 
are not enough flights to take all the 
bodies back to the Philippines.

Philippine Ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia Adnan Alonto said on Mon-
day he had received reports that 
some 240 more Filipinos also died in 
recent months, but these were due 
to “natural causes”, not Covid-19.

Among those who died of a “natural 
cause” was jeffrey Yape, who worked 
at the same firm as de Ocampo.

He died of a heart attack on May 
21. But de Ocampo and those he 
shared a dormitory with believe 
Yape’s heart stopped because he 
could no longer deal with the stress, 
anxiety, desperation and loneliness 
he was experiencing.

“He died of a broken promise – 
that he would be sent home,” said 

Louis Perez, a close friend of Yape’s.
Perez said their company had been 

missing salary payments since last 
year. In February, it stopped paying 
them altogether.

They were promised in talks bro-
kered by the Philippine embassy 
that they would be paid till April 15, 
and then sent back to the Philip-
pines, he said.

But then, the pandemic hit Saudi 
Arabia, in early March. All 400 Fili-
pino workers at the aluminium firm 
were told to stay inside their dormi-
tories. There was no work, so they 
were not paid.

Their company rationed food, but 
it was never enough. The embassy 
also gave food packs of rice, canned 
goods and toiletries. But after an 
initial bonanza in the first month, 
the supplies gradually petered out, 

till they were not receiving anything 
anymore in past weeks.

That was when some of them de-
cided to hit the rubbish bins. De Oc-
ampo said they are all now without 
money, always hungry and terrified 
of getting sick.

They know hospitals will turn 
them away if they have a high fe-
ver, coughing or any symptoms of 
Covid-19 “because we are not Saudi 
citizens”, he said.

Getting to a hospital or a clinic it-
self is a challenge because they don’t 
have money for cab fare. All they 
can do is call the embassy and hope 
a vehicle will pick them up.

“The hospitals here really won’t ad-
mit you, especially if you’ve had a fever 
for a couple of days already. They’re 
following protocols. They’ll just give 
you a prescription,” said Phylbert 
Oasay, 33, who used to work at a flow-
er shop but ran away to a shelter for 
distressed migrant workers because 
his employer was beating him up.

“It’s worse for us who ran away 
because we don’t have work papers 
anymore. We don’t even think about 
going to a hospital,” he said.

Filipinos have also been hauled to 
police stations in Saudi Arabia for 
airing their plight on social media.

A cleaner who gave her name 
only as Ruby said she was taken to 
a police station after her supervisor 
was unhappy with a Facebook post 
she wrote complaining about being 
forced to work without any protec-
tion at all against Covid-19.

The Philippine embassy in Riyadh 
said at least 23,000 Filipinos in Saudi 
Arabia had asked to be repatriated.

Only 2,000 had been sent home 
since mid-May, and just 5,000 more 
had secured exit visas. The rest are 
still stuck in Saudi Arabia, with no 
clear way home.

“We just want what is owed us, 
and then we just want to go home,” 
said de Ocampo. “We don’t want to 
die here.” THE STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

S’pore PM’s brother joins opposition
THe Singapore prime minister’s estranged 
brother on Wednesday said he has joined 
an opposition party ahead of elections 
next month, presenting a new challenge 
to the country’s long-ruling government.

The city-state’s parliament was dissolved on 
Tuesday for a general election on july 10, even 
as the country struggles to recover from a 
major coronavirus outbreak that hit migrant-
worker dormitories particularly hard.

Lee Hsien Yang is locked in a long-run-
ning row with his sibling, Prime Minister 
Lee Hsien Loong, over the legacy of their 
father, Singapore’s late founding leader 
Lee Kwan Yew.

The 62-year-old met with Tan Cheng 
Bock, the leader of new opposition group 
Progress Singapore Party (PSP), on 
Wednesday morning and revealed that he 
had recently become a member.

“I joined the party because I think that 
[Tan] is committed to doing the right 
thing for Singapore and Singaporeans, 
and he loves the country and has brought 
together a group of people who share his 
vision,” he told reporters.

He would not be drawn on whether he 
planned to run as a candidate in the election.

Tan, a popular figure who was once a 
lawmaker with the ruling People’s Action 
Party (PAP), said Hsien Yang was “not just 
an ordinary person”.

“His father is the founder of Singapore, 
so that’s very important,” he said.

The PSP, launched last year, will not threat-
en the PAP’s decades-long hold on power 
but the combination of a Lee family member 
and Tan could draw some voters away from 

the ruling party, observers believe.
Mustafa Izzuddin, senior international 

affairs analyst at management consul-
tancy Solaris Strategies Singapore Pte Ltd, 
said the move “helps to boost the chanc-
es of PSP doing well in the elections”.

“Whether that translates into votes . . . 
will depend on many other factors, not 
just him joining the party,” he said.

Mustafa said if he decides to run as a can-
didate, “it will create an even greater political 
buzz” and the party would have a chance of 
winning in the district where he is fielded.

There is speculation that if he does run, it 
might be in his father’s former constituency 
on the fringes of the business district.

Lee Hsien Yang, a business executive, 
and his sister Lee Wei Ling fell out with 
their prime minister brother following the 
death of their father in 2015.

The family row centres on allegations 
made by the premier’s siblings that he is 
seeking to block the demolition of a fam-
ily bungalow to capitalise on Lee Kuan 
Yew’s legacy – something the prime min-
ister has denied. AFP

Overseas Filipino workers have been the most vulnerable, often discriminated against and given little protection in countries where 
they work. STR/AFP

Lee Hsien Yang is locked in a long-running row with his sibling, Singapore Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong. AFP
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T
He Covid-19 pan-
demic has posed 
challenges and 
uncertainties on a 

global scale, and no one is 
spared including ASeAn 
whose ambition of becoming 
a global player by 2025 
through economic integra-
tion is suddenly in peril. 

The Centre for Strategic and 
International Studies predicts 
that at the minimum, a sharp 
slowdown or recession is 
expected in all of the ASeAn 
economies this year, as busi-
ness closures and the disrup-
tion of supply chains led to 
lost jobs for millions of people 
in each member state. The 
scenario is not encouraging, 
particularly for women who 
remain invisible in govern-
ment-led Covid-19 response 
throughout the region.   

Data collected by Global 
Health 5050 show that sex 
disaggregation of confirmed 
Covid-19 cases is only availa-
ble in three out of the 10 
ASeAn member states, with 
the Philippines being the 
only country that has data 
disaggregation by age. This 
gender-neutral approach 
fails to capture the differenti-
ated impact of the pandemic 
on women and girls; yet, it 
continues to set the narrative 
and serve as the basis for  
policymaking.

For instance, the ASeAn 
economic Community (AeC) 
Blueprint – which envisions a 
“highly integrated and cohe-
sive” economic community 
by 2025 – follows a main-
stream economic framework 
where a nation’s progress is 
measured by its economic 
growth. This fixation towards 
economic growth, however, 
tends to disregard the needs 
of women and girls in the 
region as well as their contri-
butions to the economy. 

Gender-based violence, 
which has escalated during 
the lockdowns, is addressed 
separately in the ASeAn 
Socio-Cultural Community 
(ASCC) when, in reality, 
reversing the poverty that 
disproportionately exposes 

women and girls to gender-
based violence through eco-
nomic development is within 
the purview of the AeC.  

Vietnam as chair this year 
envisions a “cohesive and 
responsive” ASeAn commu-
nity, and this is an appropri-
ate call for ASeAn in its col-
lective response to the 
pandemic. During the turno-
ver ceremony at the 35th 
ASeAn Summit in Bangkok 
in november last year, Prime 
Minister nguyen Xuan Phuc 
stated that Vietnam “wants to 
focus on solidarity and unity, 
economic connectivity, pro-
moting the values and identi-
ties of the ASeAn Communi-
ty” as its priority areas, 
among others. 

Women in central agenda
Indeed, solidarity among all 

member states and with all 
ASeAn people is the region’s 
only way out of the pandemic. 
To ensure that no one is left 
behind, the ASeAn must con-

sider the differentiated 
impact of the pandemic on 
women and girls and include 
them in its central agenda. 

now more than ever, the 
need for a feminist economic 
justice agenda for the ASeAn 
that addresses economic 
development holistically and 

structurally is critical. To tru-
ly realise ASeAn’s ambition 
of being cohesive and 
responsive, we urge the 
ASeAn heads of states to take 
into consideration the fol-
lowing recommendations 
during their 36th virtual 
ASeAn summit:

1. Develop economic poli-
cies that take into considera-
tion the distinct experiences 
and contexts of women and 

girls to prevent and eliminate 
discrimination, gender stere-
otyping, violence against 
women and girls, and reduce 
women’s unpaid care work in 
the region.

2. Implement economic 
policies and strategies that 
will promote the empower-

ment of women and girls by 
ensuring that they are recog-
nised as important economic 
players. economic policies 
must improve their disad-
vantaged position in society.

3. Recognise that sexual vio-
lence and any forms of vio-
lence resulting from the 
implementation of “ASeAn 
Community Vision 2025” must 
be prevented and addressed.

4. The AeC to provide a 

mechanism for the meaning-
ful and substantive participa-
tion of women in designing 
the ASeAn’s policies and pro-
grammes on economic inte-
gration to ensure that wom-
en’s voices and stories inform 
the ASeAn’s central agenda. 

efforts to address the eco-
nomic impact of Covid-19 
are futile if the specific con-
texts and distinct experiences 
of women and girls across 
the region are not consid-
ered. If women and girls con-
tinue to be invisible in 
ASeAn’s economic develop-
ment paradigm, then they 
will continue to be excluded 
in the ASeAn’s vision of a 
cohesive economic commu-
nity by 2025.

Jelen Paclarin (Quezon City, 
Philippines) is co-coordinator of 
the Weaving Women’s Voices in 
Southeast Asia (Weave).
Jocelyn Villanueva (Cagayan 
De Oro, Philippines) is Oxfam’s 
Inclusive Markets and Women’s 
Economic Empowerment adviser.

Opinion
Jelen Paclarin and 
Jocelyn Villanueva

Women key to ASEAN’s Covid-19 
response and economic development

Women work at a leather factory in the Vietnamese northern province of Hung Yen. ASEAN needs to implement economic policies and strategies 
that will promote the empowerment of women and girls by ensuring that they are recognised as important economic players. afp

ASEAN’s economic policies  
must improve women’s 

disadvantaged position  
in society
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Korean War 
still weighs on 
lives in South
F

ROM a nurse who 
fought to the descend-
ant of a war refugee, the 
Korean War still weighs 

heavy on lives on the peninsula, 
70 years after it began.

up to three million Koreans 
died in the three-year conflict, 
in which hostilities ceased 
with an armistice rather than 
a peace treaty, leaving north 
and South Korea technically 
still at war.

The nurse 
Park Ok-sun and her mother 

fled Seoul when it fell in june 
1950. As a refugee, she said, 
“my mother would paint my 
face black with charcoal and 
deliberately mess up my hair 
to make me look like a beggar, 
to protect me from getting 
raped by soldiers”.

The following year she volun-
teered for South Korean military 
nursing school, still only 16.

After minimal training, she 

was assigned to care for injured 
soldiers at a series of hospitals.

Some wounded were already 
dead by the time they arrived, 
and survivors waited in pain 
for treatment, parts of their 
faces or bodies blown off.

 Medical workers were always 
short of drugs and supplies, she 
said, sometimes forcing them 
to resort to amputations.

To this day, “it breaks my 
heart when I think about 
them,” Park said.

It was very rare for women 
to join the army at the time, 
and people would look at her 
as if she were “an animal at a 
zoo,” she said.

Her mother was killed dur-
ing the war, and Park remained 
a military nurse for the rest of 
her career. She never married.

now 84, Park said she was 
especially disheartened that 
the conflict was still not offi-
cially over after 70 years.

War requires participants to 

“kill or be killed,” she said. “It 
should never happen.”

The refugee
On a cold winter’s day in 

1950 Kim Kun-wook packed 
onto a wooden boat with his 
brother and father and fled 

to the South. They wanted to 
avoid being forced to fight 
for Kim Il-sung’s Communist 
forces, with whom two of his 
cousins had already been 
killed.

Kim, then 16, left behind his 
mother and sisters, thinking 
the war would be over in two 
weeks. It was the last time he 
ever saw them.

The end of the 1950-53 con-
flict left the peninsula divided 
with all civilian communication 
between the two sides banned, 
and millions separated forever 
from other family members.

Kim settled in Cheongho-
dong, one of the northern-
most fishing ports on the 
South Korean coast, along 
with several other refugees 
hoping to go home.

The area became known as 
“Abai village”, after the word 
for “grandfather” in the dia-
lect of the north’s Hamgyong 
region, where Kim and many 
of the others came from.

“I always thought I would 
return some day,” he said, still 
speaking with a slight north-
ern accent. “I have lived 70 

years in waiting.”
now 86 with sons and 

grandchildren of his own, 
Kim says his life in the demo-
cratic South has been good, 
but his heart still aches at the 
thought of his mother.

“even now when I wake up 
in the middle of the night, I 
always think about what a bad 
son I have been to my mother.

“Family is so important, so 
warm. But you only realise 
this when you are apart.”

The descendant
A South Korean millennial, 

Yi Seo-young has never been 
to north Korea, and does not 
know if she ever will. But she 
says she misses it anyway.

Her maternal grandfather 
came from Sinuiju, on the 
border with China.

When he and his wife fled to 
the South during the war, the 
couple left their two young 
sons – one eight, and the oth-
er four – with a grandmother, 
thinking the journey would 
be too dangerous for them 
and expecting to return soon.

Yi, now a 33-year-old sci-

ence fiction writer, grew up 
with her grandparents and 
had a close bond with her 
grandfather, a doctor.

There was “everyday sad-
ness” in his life, Yi said. He 
would sob quietly whenever he 
drank, thinking about his chil-
dren left in the north, and the 
young Yi would cry with him.

His many applications to take 
part in the family reunions the 
north has sometimes allowed 
were unsuccessful.

When he died in 1997 his last 
wish was to be buried near the 
Demilitarized Zone, in the clos-
est Southern cemetery to his 
hometown. But too many had 
already signed up for the graves. 

To this day, Yi imagines 
meeting her uncles in the 
north or their children. 

“Whenever north Korea ap-
pears on TV, I know that it’s 
now a different place, that it’s 
changed a lot from the place 
that my grandfather talked 
about,” Yi said.

“But at the same, it still is 
where he is from, and when-
ever I get reminded of that I 
find myself missing it.” afp

Stranded surfer won’t go 
home without canine pals
An Argentinian adventurer 
stranded in Peru because of 
the coronavirus lockdown says 
he wants to go home, but not 
without his dogs which he has 
adopted on his travels.

“We are waiting in Lima for 
a humanitarian flight that will 
take my pets so we can fly to 
Argentina,” 33-year-old surfer 
Michael Graef told AFP.

After walking and cycling 
through much of Peru for 40 
days, Graef arrived in Lima, 
where he spends the nights 
with his pets in a tent near the 
Argentine embassy.

“I am waiting for a response 
from my government. They 

told me there are no flights and 
that pets cannot fly,” says 
Graef, from the northeastern 
town of Puerto Rico, which 
was founded by Swiss and Ger-
man settlers. 

Graef said he began his jour-
ney through South America 
before the pandemic began. 
On his way through Colombia 
and ecuador he picked up two 
dogs, pit bulls called “Chamo” 
and “nilo”.

“They didn’t abandon me 
and I don’t plan on abandoning 
them. I will take my pets, flying 
or walking, but I am going with 
my pets,” says Graef. 

He said he bought “Chamo” 

from a Venezuelan as he 
walked through Colombia and 
acquired “nilo” in ecuador.

“I had to go through quaran-
tine with them, looking for 
food. It was difficult and all 
that time they didn’t abandon 
me, even without food.”

He added: “The situation 
was critical.”

Graef said he wanted to trav-
el because “I needed to get to 
know my America to savour 
cultures and people.”

Peru is the second worst hit 
country in Latin America after 
Brazil, with more than 260,000 
cases and more than 8,400 
fatalities from Covid-19. afp

North Korean refugee Kim Kun-wook sits outside his home in the ‘Abai village’ area of Sokcho, in South Korea’s Gangwon-do province. afp

South Korean military nurse Park Ok-sun at the War Memorial of Korea museum in Seoul. afp

Argentinian Michael Graef rides his tricycle followed by his dogs, Chamo and Nilo, in Lima, Peru. afptv/afp



15THE PHNOM PENH POST  june  26, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Book size of 6 x 9 in.
  7 Foldable bed
 10 Collies and such
 14 Celtic language
 15 “Chasing ___” (1997 film)
 16 Tied
 17 Lead-in to Bighorn or Big Man
 18 Part of a bodybuilder’s workout
 19 ___ fide (authentic)
 20 Sign up the “SNL” producer? 

(var.)
 22 Ethiopian money unit
 23 Bering, for one
 24 Ground floor apartment
 25 Former Ramone
 27 Marriage, e.g.
 28 Bullring shout
 29 “Happy Days” actress
 32 Office holder
 38 Tel ___
 39 Type of movie ticket
 40 One of the Bridges
 41 It attaches a handle to a door
 43 People person?
 44 Bloomers worn around the neck
 45 Just __ (not much)
 47 Like a prima ballerina

 50 Declare with confidence
 51 Nahasapeemapetilon of 

Springfield
 54 “The ___ Show”
 55 “Scream” actress’ lucky number?
 58 Norwegian king
 59 “Wherever you go, there you ___”
 60 Bent nails
 61 Insect stage
 62 Cigarette ingredient
 63 “Seinfeld” name
 64 Tarot reader, e.g.
 65 Suffix with great
 66 “___ unto Caesar ...”
DOWN
  1 Eyes sleazily
  2 “The ___ Mutiny”
  3 Aquarium favorite
  4 Highest male singing voice
  5 One “hissed” in a melodrama
  6 Spotted cat
  7 George Smiley’s  

creator, John Le ___
  8 Harbinger
  9 Authored via keyboard
 10 “Tool-Time Girl” Dunning waned?
 11 Like L’eggs containers
 12 Artistic category

 13 It’s loud when beaten
 21 New York silver center
 26 “Nightmare on ___ Street”
 27 Tangle the “Reading Rainbow” 

star?
 29 “That’s really something!”
 30 Future embryos, perhaps
 31 Cup border
 33 Almond, for one
 34 Split with an ax
 35 Moray, e.g.
 36 “No” to Rob Roy
 37 Slow-moving boat
 39 Make an enemy
 42 Caged bird, e.g.
 43 Event for deals on wheels
 46 Bottle at the perfume counter
 47 Feeds the hogs
 48 “The Antique Roadshow” 

estimate
 49 Place where troops camp
 50 Ward off
 51 Sidestep
 52 Tubular pasta
 53 NASCAR family name
 56 Pitching stats
 57 Lively spirit

“WHEN STARS ARE RATS” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

Party-promoted e-commerce has been hit and miss for Cubans new to the concept with many expressing 
anger that most products they order never show up. AFP

Online shopping a 
steep learning curve 
for confused Cubans
W

Hen jorge noris 
first tried online 
shopping, Cuban-
style, the products 

he bought never turned up.
Like most people, the father 

of two living on the outskirts 
of Havana was seduced by the 
convenience of shopping over 
the internet.

However, Cuba’s catch-up 
with the world of e-com-
merce, encouraged by its 
communist rulers during the 
coronavirus lockdown, has 
left many users angry.

“After a month, the store 
called me to ask if the order 
had arrived,” said noris, a 34-
year-old technician. He was 
similarly stunned when he dis-
covered that he had to travel to 
the shop to be reimbursed.

Worldwide, the online food 
trade has been given a mas-
sive shot in the arm by the 
pandemic. With millions con-
fined to their homes, online 
consumer activity soared by 
300 per cent in Italy and Spain, 
and 100 per cent in France, ac-
cording to pollsters nielsen.

But the experience is still a 
novel one in Cuba where 3G 
mobile internet was rolled out 
in 2018. The local online store 
Tuenvio has only just launched.

Long queues outside food 
stores are a recurring feature 
of Cuban life because of short-
ages due to uS sanctions. 

Tuenvio aims to make those 
grim lines a thing of the past. 
However, many online con-
sumers are now lining up out-
side stores to file a complaint 
or recover missing products.

‘Crisis solution’
On television, President 

Miguel Diaz-Canel was forced 
to recognise the shortcom-
ings of the new system. 

“We have had more com-
plaints related to online shop-
ping than about health care 
during the pandemic,” he 
said. The island, with a popu-

lation of over 11 million, has 
had relatively few coronavirus 
cases – 2,319 with 85 fatalities.

“Reality has exceeded ca-
pacity,” said Diaz-Canel.

noris, whose blog Tu-
android is devoted to new 
technology, translated Diaz-
Canel’s mea culpa into IT 
terms: “The servers were un-
prepared for the demand.”

The shock was severe for Tu-
envio, which went from having 
hundreds of online visits a day 
to 8,000 after the government 
ordered a widespread lock-
down, including the closure of 
many supermarkets.

Orders soared from just over 
1,300 in February to 6,000 in 
March, growing to nearly 79,000 
in the first half of last month.

“Tuenvio has to be put in 
context. It is a crisis solution for 
a crisis moment, and executed 
fairly quickly – perhaps with-

out the time or the thought 
necessary – without studying 
successful experiences else-
where,” said juan Triana, a 
professor at the Center for the 
Study of the Cuban economy.

“Online shopping will not 
necessarily solve the fun-
damental problem in Cuba, 
which is the supply deficit 
which is not linked to Covid-
19 but existed long before.”

“Obviously, it could have been 
done better,” he said, especially 
in terms of organisation because 
“suddenly the delivery locations 
have multiplied – customers 
too – but without the logistics to 
guarantee distribution.”

Not Amazon
Outside the Cuarto Caminos 

supermarket in Havana, trucks, 
vans and even taxis are used to 

load orders for online custom-
ers, the goods sorted into large 
transparent plastic bags. 

Yahima De Los Santos, 43, 
comes to pick up her pur-
chases. “I prefer to come to 
the store myself, it’s safer to 
be sure that nothing is miss-
ing,” she said, though she is 
delighted with the experience. 

“For me, it’s one of the best 
things, because it’s never easy 
to queue.

“The only thing I don’t like 
about it, and a few people 
complain about it, is that 
when you buy online you 
have to be very quick. When 
put a product in your basket, 
sometimes it’s not there any-
more by the time you pay.”

Faced with thousands of 
complaints, the military-
owned distribution compa-
nies Cimex and Tiendas Car-
ibe have shut down part of 

their sites for an overhaul.
And even the Communist 

Party-controlled state media 
have devoted long, critical ar-
ticles to the problem. 

The Cubadebate site sus-
pected sought-after foods like 
chicken had been “misappro-
priated” after customers said 
they often see it delivered to 
the store, though it is rarely 
available to buy online. The 
article had a thousand com-
ments from angry Cubans.

noris for one is resigned to 
suffer on.

“In the world of online shop-
ping, the customer experience 
is important, but in Cuba we 
leave all that aside because 
there is no other option. I’d 
like to buy on Amazon, but 
this is obviously not possible. I 
have to buy on Tuenvio.” AFP

In the world of online 
shopping, the customer 

experience is important, but 
in cuba we leave all that aside



British world heavyweight champion Tyson Fury has dropped alleged Irish gangster and fight broker Daniel 
Kinahan just as he reached a two-fight deal with fellow Brit Anthony Joshua. afp
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Liverpool on the brink of title, 
Man utd makes the top four
L

IVeRPOOL are on the 
brink of clinching the 
Premier League title 
after the leaders pow-

ered to a 4-0 win against Crystal 
Palace, while Anthony Martial 
hit a hat-trick in Manchester 
united’s 3-0 victory over Shef-
field united on Wednesday.

jurgen Klopp’s side took con-
trol thanks to first-half goals 
from Trent Alexander-Arnold 
and Mohamed Salah behind 
closed doors at Anfield.

Fabinho and Sadio Mane 
netted after the interval and 
Liverpool will be crowned 
champions if Manchester City 
fail to beat Chelsea at Stam-
ford Bridge on Thursday.

If second-placed City win 
in west London, then Liver-
pool could wrap up their first 
english title for 30 years in 
their next game – against Pep 
Guardiola’s side at the etihad 
Stadium on july 2.

After a drab goalless draw at 
Merseyside rivals everton on 
Sunday, the champions-elect 
were far more vibrant and 
Alexander-Arnold opened the 
scoring with a superb free-
kick in the 23rd minute.

Salah doubled the lead in 
the 44th minute, taking Fabi-
nho’s lofted pass and guiding 
in his 21st goal of the season.

Fabinho scored with a 
thunderous 30-yard strike in 
the 55th minute and Mane 
capped a fine move in the 
69th minute as Liverpool 
moved 23 points clear of City.

united are still far off chal-
lenging again for titles at the 
top of the table, but there are 
growing signs of momentum 
for Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s 
men as they extended their 
unbeaten run to 13 games.

Martial produced two pred-
atory first-time finishes be-
fore half-time to put united in 

command at Old Trafford.
Sheffield united were rid-

ing high in March before 
football’s shutdown for three 
months, but the Blades have 
now picked up just one point 
and failed to score in their 
three games since the restart.

united could have piled 
on much more pain after the 
break, but were content with 
one more goal as Martial 
completed his first career hat-
trick with a cheeky chip from 
Marcus Rashford’s pass.

“Very happy for Anthony,” Sol-
skjaer said. “The third goal was 
a great goal, but for me the first 
and the second were better.

“He’s in the box, ready to go. 
We have worked on that, get-
ting in the box in that situa-
tion more often.

“I thought our performance 
deserved a win, definitely.”

‘Dream big’
Fifth-place could still be 

good enough for a place in 
next season’s Champions 

League depending on the out-
come of City’s appeal against 
a two-season ban from euro-
pean competition.

And Wolves remain level 
on points with united in fifth 
after continuing their perfect 
restart with a 1-0 win over 
Bournemouth.

just as in a 2-0 victory 
at West Ham on Saturday, 
Adama Traore and Raul jime-
nez combined to break the 
deadlock as the Mexican 
powered home a header for 
his 24th goal of the season.

“When we are like this as 
a pack we can achieve any-
thing,” jimenez told BT Sport. 
“We have to dream big and 
keep going like this.”

Defeat leaves Bournemouth 
still in the bottom three on 
goal difference and there are 
now three teams tied on 27 
points as Aston Villa struck 
late to claim a 1-1 draw at 
newcastle.

Dean Smith’s side looked 
set to rue a host of missed 
chances before halftime 
when Dwight Gayle put the 
Magpies in front.

However, Ahmed el Mo-
hamady’s scrappy finish 
from Conor Hourihane’s 
corner salvaged a precious 
point.

“It’s an annoying point. The 
majority of the game I thought 
we were the better team,” said 
Villa boss Dean Smith. “We 
have to be more clinical.”

Any hope of norwich haul-
ing themselves out of trouble 
now looks forlorn as the Ca-
naries fell to a second home 
defeat in a week.

Michael Keane scored the 
only goal as everton won 
1-0 at Carrow Road to move 
above Arsenal into 10th.

norwich remain rock bottom, 
six points adrift of safety. afp

Liverpool are on the brink of clinching the Premier League title after a 
4-0 victory against Crystal Palace. afp

Tyson Fury drops controversial 
adviser over gangland relations

nBA restart goal 
is crafting social
change dialogue

An ALLeGeD Irish gangland 
figure will play no further role 
in brokering deals for Tyson 
Fury fights, the British world 
heavyweight champion’s pro-
moter Bob Arum has said.

The American, 88, told the 
Daily Telegraph that while 
both he and Fury “admire and 
respect” Daniel Kinahan, they 
had agreed that Arum should 
handle future deals.

Fury has reached agreement 
over a two-fight deal with fellow 
British boxer Anthony joshua to 
determine the undisputed 
heavyweight champion.

Fury had thanked Kinahan, 
who is understood to live in 
Dubai, for getting the deal 
“over the line”.

But Irish Taoiseach (prime 
minister) Leo Varadkar said ear-

lier this month that the appar-
ent involvement of Kinahan in 
brokering the fight meant 
broadcasters should step back 
from airing the contest.

He said Ireland’s foreign 
ministry had been in touch 
with officials in the uAe over 
Kinahan’s involvement in the 
lucrative deal.

Arum said he and Fury had 
agreed that Arum’s company 
Top Rank would handle any 
deal-making in the future.

“Over the weekend I’ve had 
a lot of conversations with 
Tyson Fury and what we both 
decided is that myself, Top 
Rank and Fury will do all nego-
tiations for fights in the future,” 
he told the Telegraph.

“Whether it’s for joshua or 
Wilder or anybody else. We’ve 

informed eddie Hearn [josh-
ua’s promoter] about that.”

The veteran promoter said 
Kinahan had accepted the new 
arrangement.

“This will eliminate a lot of 
confusion,” said Arum.

“We’ve talked with Dan 
[Kinahan], who Tyson and I 
both love and admire and 
respect, and he understands 
that it’s best the negotiations 
on Tyson’s side be handled 
that way.”

The Dail – Ireland’s lower 
house of parliament – heard this 
month that Kinahan had links to 
serious organised crime.

Lawmaker Alan Kelly said 
the country’s high court had 
identified Kinahan as “a very 
senior figure in organised 
crime on a global scale”. afp

nBA commissioner Adam Sil-
ver and players’ union presi-
dent Chris Paul on Wednesday 
said the goal of the nBA restart 
will be to promote social justice 
and combat systemic racism.

nBA and national Basketball 
Players Association leaders 
agreed that next month’s 
planned resumption in Orlando 
of a 2019-2020 campaign halted 
in March by the coronavirus 
pandemic must address the 
league’s role in combating issues 
facing the black community.

The Black Lives Matter 
movement has risen to global 
prominence after the death of 
unarmed black man George 
Floyd while in police custody 
last month in Minnesota.

Oklahoma City Thunder guard 
Paul said: “The issues of system-
ic racism and police brutality in 
our country need to end.

“As a union of nBA players 
and as a league, it is our job to 
use our collective platform to 
both put a spotlight on those 
issues and work to effect 
change.”

While no specific plans were 
finalised at a Tuesday meeting, 
the league and union agreed 
to work together to support 

activism by players as well as 
continue dialogue.

Silver said: “The league and 
the players are uniquely posi-
tioned to have a direct impact on 
combating systemic racism in 
our country, and we are commit-
ted to collective action to build 
a more equal and just society.

“A shared goal of our season 
restart will be to use our plat-
form in Orlando to bring atten-
tion to these important issues 
of social justice.”

Talks included studying strat-
egies to increase black represen-
tation across the league, include 
more black-owned businesses 
in league activities and create an 
nBA foundation to expand edu-
cational and economic develop-
ment opportunities across the 
black community.

Players from 22 nBA teams 
plan to enter a “bubble” atmos-
phere next month in Orlando 
with plans to resume the cam-
paign on july 30 and stage the 
nBA Finals in October.

Several nBA players have 
expressed concern about 
being quarantined for the 
return at a time of major social 
change for the black commu-
nity in the uS. afp

NBA commissioner Adam Silver the league and the players are uniquely 
positioned to have a direct impact on combating systemic racism in the US. 
Getty ImaGes/afp
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