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PM announces launch of 
cash payouts for the poor
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Gov’t slams Britain at UN meet
Niem Chheng

C
AMBODIAN Ambassador and 
Permanent Representative to 
the UN in Geneva An 
Sokkhoeurn on Friday slammed 

the UK delegation for not following the 
agenda and politicising rights issues.

Sokkhoeurn was addressing the UN 
Human Rights Council during a gen-
eral debate on technical assistance 
and capacity building.

The UK delegation was led by Rita 
French, the Deputy Permanent Repre-
sentative to the UN in Geneva and Inter-
national Ambassador for Human Rights. 
While also raising concerns on the rights 
situation in several countries, French 
took particular note of Cambodia.

“We urge Cambodia to take further 
steps to restore democracy and free-
dom of expression. We appreciate 
cooperation with the Special Rappor-
teur and technical work with OHCHR 

[Office of the UN High Commission-
er for Human Rights],” she said.

Sokkhoeurn said French’s speech was 
wide off the mark, with the Council’s 
agenda “hijacked for political purpose”.

He pointed out that Cambodia was not 
included in the agenda and its situation 
was due to be discussed at the Council’s 
45th session on Advisory Service and 
Technical Assistance for Cambodia.

“The arrogant act of the UK dele-
gation constitutes a crystal clear 

manifestation of politicisation in 
the work of human rights and abuse 
of this august Council.

“This practice must be refrained 
and ceased if we are to uphold cred-
ibility and effectiveness of this body 
in promotion and protection of 
human rights,” he said.

Sokkhoeurn said Cambodia plac-
es a high value on freedom of expres-
sion in line with the laws. This, he 
stressed, is evident in the operations 

of more than 1,000 new and existing 
traditional and digital media outlets 
in the country.

Some of the outlets, he said, which are 
known for being critical of the govern-
ment, are free to broadcast or publish 
their news without prior censorship.

Cambodia also boasts eight million 
Facebook accounts, some of which 
are popular and serve as platforms to

More to clear
A deminer inpects a 130mm bomb head near a school in Pailin province. New Zealand has awarded Cambodia a NZ$5.9 million ($3.8 million) 
grant to assist mine-clearing operations for six years in Battambang, Banteay Meanchey and Pailin provinces. CMAC

UK launches 
terror probe 
into deadly 
stabbing spree

American gets 12 years for child sexual abuse

BRITISH police said on Sunday they 
were treating a stabbing spree in which 
a lone assailant killed three people in 
a park filled with families and friends 
in the southern English city of Read-
ing, as a “terrorism incident”.

The Thames Valley police said three 
people were also seriously injured 
and they had detained a 25-year-old 
suspect from the historic town 60km 
west of London.

They did not refer to reports that 
the man was a Libyan national.

Footage showed what appeared to 
be a large number of counter-terror 
police performing a controlled explo-
sion at a residence where the suspect 
is believed to have lived shortly after 
the Saturday evening attack.

“Counter Terrorism Policing can 
now confirm that the stabbing inci-
dent that happened in Reading last 
night has now been declared a ter-
rorist incident,” police said in a 
statement.

The counter-terror police “will be 
taking over the investigation”, said 
the statement.

Downing Street said Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson was briefed about the 
incident by security officials and sen-
ior ministers on Sunday morning.

The Conservative leader con-
demned the “appalling incident” and 
top politicians expressed sympathies 
for those hurt at Forbury Gardens – a 
popular park situated next to the ruins 
of the 12th-century Reading Abbey.

“Incidents of this nature are very 
rare, though I know that will be of 
little comfort to those involved and 
understand the concern this incident 
will have caused our local commu-
nity,” Thames Valley Police chief John 
Campbell said.

A Black Lives Matter protest took 
place at the park earlier, but police 
said there was no indication the two 
were linked. Afp

Khorn Savi

A FORMER American teacher in Cam-
bodia was on Thursday sentenced to 
12 years in prison by the US federal 
court for engaging and attempting to 
engage in illicit sexual conduct with 
two underage Cambodian girls while 
travelling and residing here from 2013 
to 2018, the US justice department 
said in a press release.

Micky Rife, 36, formerly of Salyers-
ville, Kentucky, was tried before US 
District Judge Gregory F Van Taten-
hove after his arrest by the US Mar-
shals Service in January last year.

Rife admitted during the trial that 
between September 3, 2012, and 
December 9, 2018, he travelled in 
foreign commerce, and between 
March 7, 2013, and December 9, 
2018, he resided in Cambodia.

During those periods, he touched 
two minor females under their cloth-
ing and inside or on their genitalia 
on more than one occasion. He fur-
ther confessed that both victims 
were under the age of 12 when the 
illicit conduct occurred.

US-based Salyersville Independent 
newspaper reported in January that 
in September 2012, Rife travelled to 
Phnom Penh and was employed as a 

teacher at the Hi-Bridge Interna-
tional School of Phnom Penh until 
December 5, 2018.

He returned to the US on Decem-
ber 9 that year.

In 2013, Homeland Security Investi-
gations (HSI) Phnom Penh – the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation (FBI) arm 
at the US embassy in Cambodia –

CoNtINued – PAge 2

CoNtINued – PAge 3

STORY > 5



Khorn Savi

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen an-
nounced that the government 
would launch a cash handout 
programme for more than 

560,000 poor families starting Wednes-
day, while an official said the task of 
identifying poor families continues.

In a Facebook post, Hun Sen said 
on Sunday that the Covid-19 pan-
demic had affected the economy 
and left some citizens out of jobs, 
especially poor ones. Citizens in 
some remote areas were suffering 
from food shortages.

“The government has made efforts 
to come up with various ways to help 
in this situation. On Wednesday we 
will launch a formal cash handout 
programme to poor and vulnerable 
people,” the post read.

A sub-decree signed by Hun Sen 
and seen by The Post on Sunday said 
poor families in Phnom Penh and 
those in central city areas outside the 
capital classified as Levels 1 and 2 will 
receive a cash handout of 120,000 riel 
($30) a month from the government.

A Level 1 poor family member in the 
capital will be assisted with 52,000 riel 
a month, while a Level 2 poor family 
member will receive 36,000 riel.

The sub-decree further said that a 
Level 1 poor family member outside 
the capital will receive 40,000 riel in 
assistance monthly and a Level 2 
poor family member will be assisted 
with 28,000 riel.

Vulnerable people such as chil-
dren aged five and under, people 
with disabilities, elderly over the age 
of 60 and HIV-positive families are 
to receive equal cash. Each person 
receives 40,000 riel for Level 1 and 
28,000 riel for Level 2. 

Poor families in the countryside will 
receive 80,000 riel in assistance. Vulner-
able people at Level 1 will receive 24,000 
riel assistance and poor families in Lev-
el 2 will receive 12,000 riel a month.

The Ministry of Planning said from 
June 1, it had identified 560,000 poor 
families consisting of 2.3 million people 
that are eligible for the cash handouts.

Directorate General of Planning 
director Theng Panhathorn told The 
Post on Sunday that the ministry had 

sent a poor family identification fig-
ure to the Ministry of Economy and 
Finance to determine amounts to 
be handed over to those families. 

He said gathering statistics on poor 
families continues and the ministry 
will update the numbers again in July.

The Ministry of Planning will de-
termine the number of poor people, 
while the Ministry of Economy and 
Finance will determine the funds to 
be handed out.

The Ministry of Social Affairs, Vet-
erans and Youth Rehabilitation, he 
said, is responsible for handing over 
the cash to the identified families. 

“The number of families identified 
as poor is on the rise. But we have not 
handed out the cash yet as we need 
to determine the amount of funds re-
quired step by step,” he said.

Ministry of Economy and Finance 
spokesman Meas Soksensan didn’t 
reveal the amount of money to be 
handed over to the more than 560,000 
poor families. “Samdech [Hun Sen] 
will announce it on June 24,” he said.

The Ministry of Economy and Fi-
nance had previously said the gov-
ernment had prepared $800 million 
to $2 billion in reserve funds for 
spending during Covid-19.

The funds will be used to help bal-
ance businesses in some sectors, 
ease the burden on workers and 

poor and vulnerable people.
Soksensan told reporters recently 

that the government had spent more 
than a $1 billion of the reserve funds.

Besides announcing the cash 
handout programme for poor fami-
lies, Hun Sen called on citizens to 
exercise caution on Covid-19. He 
urged the public to use facemasks 
and frequently wash hands with 
soap and alcohol-based gels. 

He said companies and managers 
at mass gatherings such as markets, 
supermarkets, restaurants, coffee 
shops, clinics and state and private 
hospitals had to have alcohol and 
facemasks for their clients to stop 
person-to-person transmission.

The Ministry of Health on Sunday 
announced that it had not detected 
a new case. But Cambodia reported 
another Covid-19 patient had recov-
ered, bringing the total to 127 out of 
129 patients.  

However, the ministry called on 
citizens to exercise extreme vigi-
lance. It said they have to live a life 
of the new normal and adopt pro-
tective measures consistently.

Washing hands frequently, wearing 
facemasks or scarves when necessary, 
using the elbow to cover the mouth 
and nose when sneezing or coughing, 
and practising social and physical dis-
tancing is a must, it said.
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ASEAn countries border 
reopening dates unclear
Long Kimmarita

AS CAMBODIA’S tourism sector suf-
fers due to a 90 per cent drop in visi-
tors from March to June, the Ministry 
of Tourism revealed that ASEAn 
countries are actively discussing pos-
sible measures to rejuvenate tourism 
throughout the region.

On June 19, ASEAn countries con-
vened via videoconferencing for the 
Conference of Federation of ASEAn 
Travel Associations (Fata) to discuss 
the reopening of borders.

According to a ministry Facebook 
post on June 20, the discussion touched 
on policies to promote domestic tour-
ism between ASEAn countries.

The ministry’s director-general of 
Tourism Development and Interna-
tional Cooperation, Thong Rathsak, 
told The Post on Sunday that each 
country representative presented pol-
icies and measures, but a timeframe 
for border openings is still unclear. 

“All the ASEAn countries prepared 
a plan for advancing travel in the 
region, but for the opening of borders 
and airspace, no country has set spe-
cific dates yet,” he said.

Rathsak noted that Cambodia has 
never closed its borders with its 
neighbours, nor did it prohibit tour-
ists from entering the country.

He also mentioned the recent 
requirements imposed on interna-

tional tourists by Cambodia, which 
includes $50,000 in health insurance, 
a $3,000 deposit for services related 
to Covid-19 and a letter confirming a 
negative Covid-19 test from the tour-
ist’s native country within 72 hours 
of arriving in the Kingdom.

“We can see from the other side that 
these [conditions] are not a deterrent 
because we have carefully considered 
the disease and Cambodia is the least 
infected country in Asia,” he said. 

According to Rathsak, 1.16 million 
international tourists arrived in Cambo-
dia from January to March, a 38 per cent 
decrease from the same period last year.

From March to June of this year, Cam-
bodia experienced a 90 per cent decrease 
in tourism, Rathsak said.

Cambodia Association of Travel 
Agents (Cata) president Chhay Sivlin 
said 95 per cent of tour operators in 
the country have had to suspend their 
businesses during the pandemic.

She said the remaining five per cent 
plan to offer new products and activ-
ities to attract local tourists, includ-
ing hiking and camping, which are 
popular with teenagers.

“Cata has been implementing the 
government’s policy to secure tour-
ism services, including accommoda-
tion, restaurants, resorts, communi-
ty-based tourism services and road 
and waterways transportation serv-
ices,” she said.

A Level 1 poor family member in the capital will be assisted with 52,000 riel a month, 
while a level 2 poor family member will receive 36,000 riel. HONG MENEA

PM announces launch 
of cash payouts for poor

‘Freedom of expression has 
limitation provided by law’ 
Continued from page 1

share public opinions and criticism.
“Political discourse and com-

ments on public affairs with [intend-
ed] insults, hatred, incitement to 
commit a felony, call for rebellion 
against the democratically elected 
government, and spread of fake 
news and disinformation does not 
equate to freedom of expression.

“They are also condemned in Euro-
pean countries,” he said.

The exercise of freedom of expression, 
Sokkhoeurn said, carries with it special 
duties, responsibility and limitation pro-
vided by law, as enshrined in Cambo-

dia’s Constitution, universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, and International Co  
venant on Civil and Political Rights. 

He also reminded the Council that 
Cambodia was the first country to host 
the OHCHR country office in 1993. This 
makes the office the world’s oldest.

“This indicates Cambodia’s unwa-
vering commitment to the promotion, 
protection, and respect for human 
rights,” he stressed.

Sokkhoeurn said Cambodia values 
multi-stakeholder partnerships through 
participatory and rewarding exchanges 
with mutual respect to enhance the qual-
ity of technical cooperation and human 
rights standards on the ground.



Continued from page 1

received information on Rife 
and his alleged unusual behav-
iour towards students.

On February 20, 2018, Rife’s 
ex-girlfriend also contacted 
the US embassy, tipping them 
that Rife had allegedly sexu-
ally assaulted a Cambodian 
female student who was 
around five years old.

The woman told the embas-
sy she had been in a long-term 
relationship with Rife and 
both had adopted a Cambo-
dian female child, who was 
approximately two years old.

She voiced concerns to the 
embassy, saying Rife was sexu-
ally abusing their adopted 
child and that he may leave 

Cambodia with the child.
The Salyersville Independent 

also reported a former vice-
principal at the Hi-Bridge 
school had informed the US 
Foreign Service National Inves-
tigator that she knew of two 
children who had allegedly 
been molested by Rife – one in 
2013 and another in 2015. 

The vice-principal said in 2013 
she gave Rife a written warning to 
address his “misconduct and 
inappropriate behaviour towards 
children at the school”.

The HSI interviewed the two 
girls’ mother, who reported that 
in the spring of 2015 one of her 
daughters, at the time around 
four years old, told her she was 
having pain while urinating. 

After medical treatment, the 

girl told her mother that Rife 
had molested her during break 
time, touching her under her 
underwear and that Rife “would 
inappropriately touch girls at 
the school and not boys.”

Kem Vando, a specialist at the 
child protection NGO Action 
Pour Les Enfants (Aple), recalled 
to The Post on Sunday that 
between 2012 and 2013, Aple 
also received reports from Hi-
Bridge school teachers about 
Rife’s suspected behaviour.    

“Because of his suspicious 
conduct, we also worked in 
collaboration with the Nation-
al Police to gather more infor-
mation. I applaud the prose-
cution of a child abuser, 
especially if there are further 
penalties such as a ban on him 

from Cambodia,” he said.
So far this year, three foreign 

tourists – Swiss, American and 
British nationals – have been 
arrested by Cambodian 
authorities for allegedly sexu-
ally abusing children in Kandal 
and Siem Reap provinces and 
Phnom Penh, Vando said.

Ministry of Interior secretary 
of state Chou Bun Eng, who is 
also the permanent vice-chair 
of the National Committee for 
Counter-Trafficking, said she 
was not familiar with the case.

She said generally, foreigners 
caught committing sexual abuse 
against children in the Kingdom 
are prosecuted here, unless in 
special cases where requests are 
made to prosecute them in their 
home countries.

National
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Ry Sochan

MINISTER of Foreign Affairs 
Prak Sokhonn called on for-
eign ministers of 20 Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI) coun-
tries to find ways to create a 
favourable post-coronavirus 
economic environment.

Sokhonn’s call came at a 
june 18 video conference on 
the Belt and Road Interna-
tional Cooperation on fight-
ing against Covid-19.

The meeting was chaired by 
Chinese State Councilor and 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi and at-
tended by Foreign Ministers from 
26 countries who are partners in 
the cooperation initiative.

Sokhonn was quoted in the 
Foreign Ministry press release 
on Friday saying that “while 
the situation of Covid-19 is 
better in some countries, now 
is the time to start figuring 

out how to create a favour-
able economic environment 
once it is in the past”.

“Emerging markets and devel-
oping countries are important 
as both a supplier and a market. 
Ensuring a seamless connection 
will help all of us strengthen our 
economies,” he said.

Sokhonn also appealed to the 
other ministers to strengthen 
their capacity to tackle the 
public health crisis by sharing 
experience, technical expertise 
and joint research and develop-
ment on drugs and vaccines. 

He said Cambodia strongly 
believes in pluralism and as an 
active player in the framework 
of the BRI, it calls for deeper 
involvement of state and non-
state actors to complement one 
another with the UN Sustain-
able Development Goals 2030.

“Without international coop-
eration and solidarity, we could 
not win the fight against the 

epidemic of this disease. Any 
politicisation of the outbreak 
of the Covid-19 pandemic or a 
game of blame will only reduce 
international efforts,” he said.

Wang Yi was quoted by China’s 
Foreign Ministry website on Fri-
day as saying that China is ready 
to work with international part-
ners to use the BRI as a model of 
health-care cooperation.

“China will focus on support-
ing countries in fighting Covid-
19 and resuming economic 
and social development, con-
sidering the needs of BRI part-
ners in the development and 
application of vaccines.

“China will focus on dis-
cussing the establishment of 
fast-track lanes for cross-bor-
der flows of people and goods 
with BRI partners,” he said.

The Royal Academy of 
Cambodia’s International Re-
lations Institute director Kin 

Phea told The Post on Sun-
day that Covid-19 has been a 
global catastrophe affecting 
almost every country.

“In particular, the socio-eco-
nomic sector is seriously affect-
ed. What is needed for all coun-
tries is the means to recover the 
post-crisis economy,” he said.

The spirit of China’s BRI, he 
said, focuses on economic de-
velopment and connectivity. All 
countries prioritise economic 
recovery using the means, 
mechanisms and methods.

“To do this work, cooperation 
between countries is impor-
tant. The first important one is 
preventing and responding to 
the disease. The second is the 
long-term strategic planning 
of future epidemics. 

“The third factor to consider 
is that it has to do with the 
global economy resuming and 
the recovery of each country 
after the crisis,” he stressed.

Minister: Find ways 
to revive economy

‘We receive consistent reports of his conduct’

PM recalls exodus to Vietnam
Niem Chheng

I
N A Facebook post on 
Saturday, the 43rd an-
niversary of the special 
day in Cambodian his-

tory, Prime Minister Hun Sen 
reflected on his decision to 
leave Cambodia for Vietnam 
on june 20, 1977.

Hun Sen wrote “june 20 is the 
43rd anniversary (june 20, 1977 
– june 20, 2020) of my painful 
decision to risk my life to liber-
ate the Cambodian people from 
Pol Pot’s genocide regime.

“Even though today we are liv-
ing in harmony, I will never for-
get the millions of tears when I 
stepped out of my motherland. 
It was especially hard to leave my 
wife while she was pregnant.

“I didn’t have a choice be-
cause we could not ask for 
sympathy from Pol Pot. This 
dangerous and heartbreaking 
choice was made to bring us 
happiness and development.”

Minister of Defence Tea Banh 
marked the occasion on Satur-
day in Tonlung commune, Me-
mot district, Tbong Khmum 
province, where Hun Sen 
crossed the border in 1977.

Banh acknowledged the four 
comrades who joined the prime 
minister as well. They were 
Nuch Thorng, Nhek Huon, San 
Sanh and Va Por Ean.

Together, the group marched 
into Vietnam to seek assis-
tance in the fight against the 
Khmer Rouge and Pol Pot.

Banh recommended all 
ministries, institutions, royal 
gendarmeries and municipal 
and provincial administra-

tions disseminate this history 
of Hun Sen and his comrades.

He said Hun Sen will permit 
continued research regarding 
the Khmer Rouge’s history and 
the country’s salvation. Banh 
said historical documents 
should be combined, authen-
ticated and disseminated.

Banh said some historical 
sources regarding the matter 
are biased and miss certain 
elements.

He also created a working 
group to look after histori-
cal sites associated with Hun 
Sen’s departure. He requested 
Vietnam to assist in building a 
commemorative memorial on 
the historic road which Hun 
Sen travelled to Vietnam.

Banh said Cambodia and Viet-
nam have always helped each 
other in emergencies and their 
friendship cannot break despite 
the attempts of some people.

He said: “All descendants and 
the next generation should 
know that even during hard 
times, Cambodia and Vietnam 
stayed united. Because our 
history is together, so helping 
each other is a must.”

Banh said he would like to 
hold a big event for the 45th 
anniversary of the historical 
day on june 20, 2022.

Prey Veng Provincial Docu-
mentation Centre director 
Pheng Pongrasy said the “Koh 
Thmor Documentation Cen-
tre” was created to display his-
torical documents about Hun 
Sen’s exodus and triumphant 
return to Cambodia. The ex-
hibit features 107 photos, 36 
drawings and six maps.

A photo of a young Hun Sen before the Khmer Rouge’s overthrow is 
diplayed in an exhibition. Documentation centre of camboDia

Ensuring a seamless 
connection will help all of us 

strengthen our economies



Long Kimmarita

THE National Election Com-
mittee (NEC) will hold a 
ceremony on Wednesday to 
destroy more than 21 million 
ballots and other documents 
used in the 2012, 2013, 2014 
and 2017 elections.

The NEC called on observ-
ers from political parties and 
civil society organisations to 
witness the ceremony.

A notice issued by NEC said it 
has the competence, authority 
and duty to destroy ballots used 
in national elections during 
each mandate after they have 
been stored safely for six years.

The NEC said the ballots used 
for commune and district coun-
cil elections during each man-
date are destroyed after they 
have been stored for three years.

An NEC press release said: 
“The NEC will implement the 
law on June 24 at 8:30am and 
hold a ceremony to destroy 
used ballots in the 2012, 2013, 
2014 and 2017 elections.

“Some old documents will 
also be destroyed. The cere-
mony will take place in Phnom 
Penh’s Tuol Kork district.”

NEC spokesman Hang 
Puthea told The Post on Sun-
day that this will be the fourth 
time the NEC has destroyed 
ballots since it started hold-
ing elections in 1998.

The items being destroyed 
include 20,000 ballots from 
2012, 12 million ballots from 
2013, more than 20,000 ballots 
from 2014 and more than nine 
million ballots from 2017. 

Puthea said the NEC will 
also destroy other documents 
they have held for 10 years.

The NEC announced it had 
invited political party represen-
tatives, national and interna-
tional observers and interna-
tional and national media and 
reporters to witness the event.

“If the NEC doesn’t destroy 
the ballots, it means that it 
isn’t following the law because 
it is our role to destroy them. 
It is difficult to find a location 
to store these documents.

“We are doing it transparently 
because all parties are invited to 
witness it. They can see that the 
used ballots are in their authen-
tic packages,” Puthea said.

Cambodian Nationality 
Party (CNP) president Seng 
Sokheng told The Post on 
Sunday that the destruction 
of the ballots and documents 
had no apparent irregulari-
ties because the NEC turned 
it into a public event.

Sokheng said: “During the 
elections, all parties agreed to 

accept [the results] with each 
representative joining in the 
elections. So, my thinking is 
that this destruction doesn’t 
seem controversial.”

Advocacy coordinator of 
The Committee for Free and 
Fair Elections in Cambodia 
(Comfrel) Korn Savang said 
on Sunday that according to 
Cambodian election laws, the 
destruction of the ballots was 
undoubtedly justified.

But he requested the NEC to 
store the documents and bal-
lots for younger generations. 

“Even though the documents 
will be destroyed, the NEC 
should store the information 
contained in them regarding 
election results in both offices 
and villages Savang said:

He said the documents should 
be stored on social media, web-
sites or any NEC data system. 

However, Savang also said 
Comfrel would send observ-
ers to the ceremony to ensure 
the NEC followed the correct 
procedures.

National
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Voun Dara

uP TO 400 volunteer lawyers 
from the Bar Association of 
the Kingdom of Cambodia 
(BAKC) will help to clear a 
backlog of nearly 40,000 cas-
es by defending the rights of 
charged persons or prisoners, 
said Legal Aid Department 
head Var Pisey.

Pisey told The Post on Sun-
day that BAKC had agreed to 
help the Ministry of Justice 
clear a backlog of cases at the 
Phnom Penh Municipal Court 
and provincial courts.

But volunteer lawyers 
would join to help settle only 
crimes, misdemeanours and 
cases involving minors.

“We also issued a notice ask-
ing our volunteer lawyers to 
solve [the cases] urgently be-
cause the courts in the capital 
and the 24 provinces are short 
on lawyers. Sometimes, in a day, 
we attend 10 cases,” he said.

Pisey said so far the organi-
sation has helped the gov-
ernment settle cases at the 
Phnom Penh Municipal Court 
and the provincial courts in-
volving defending the rights of 
charged persons and prison-
ers who are poor and unable 
to obtain legal representation.

He said from early January 
to late June, volunteer law-
yers had already taken up 
nearly 3,000 cases. BAKC has 
more than 200 volunteer law-
yers. There are 25 courts in 
the capital and provinces.

“We are cooperating with the 
Ministry of Justice on the cam-

paign to clear the case backlog 
but more volunteer lawyers are 
needed. So the number of law-
yers involved has increased from 
300 to 400 lawyers,” he said.

Pisey said the courts are the 
ones to ask for lawyers and 
the bar assigns them to help 
settle the cases as requested.

Ministry of Justice spokesman 
Chin Malin told The Post on Sun-
day that the participation is im-
portant to speed up the process.

“Without lawyers, a hearing 
cannot proceed, thereby lead-
ing to a backlog. The partici-
pation of all parties, including 
the bar, judicial officials and 
drug laboratories is of extreme 
importance,” Malin said.

The court commission creat-
ed four working groups to tack-
le a backlog of cases. Malin said 
the working groups are tallying 
the results across the country. 
When they have a final number 
and they will make it public at 
the end of this month.

Minister of Justice Koeut Rith 
announced the launch of the 
campaign to settle a backlog of 
cases at the Phnom Penh Munic-
ipal Court and provincial courts 
on May 18 after facing nearly 
40,000 pending criminal cases.

He expects that the campaign 
will reduce the backlog by 50-
70 per cent in six months. 

BAKC also issued a notice 
on June 17 for legal represen-
tation to defend cases during 
the campaign.

It called on its members and 
trainee lawyers to join in de-
fending the rights of charged 
persons and prisoners.

Volunteer lawyers to 
clear court backlogs

E-learning centre to 
open at high school

NEC to destroy old ballots

Voun Dara

T
HE Ministry of Edu-
cation, Youth and 
Sport plans to es-
tablish a centre for 

digital education at the Preah 
Sisowath High School in 
Phnom Penh to develop e-
learning programmes.

A ceremony will be held on 
Monday morning as repairs 
start on the section of the build-
ing where the centre is to be 
located. The ceremony will be 
presided over by Minister of 
Education Hang Chuon Naron.

In a June 19 press release, 
the ministry said: “Digital ed-

ucation in the context of the 
Fourth Industrial Revolution 
is important for Cambodia. We 
need many experts to work and 
manage all smart systems re-
lated to digital development.”

It said it has carried out 
reforms in educational es-
tablishments and has helped 
reform teacher training.

The ministry said distance 
learning can help students 
develop abilities in four areas 
– knowledge, skills, fitness 
and good conduct.  They don’t 
need to be present at schools 
or meet with teachers directly, 
the press release said.

Based on past experiences 

of implementing e-learning 
programmes and future anal-
ysis, the ministry will develop 
infrastructure for digital edu-
cation, said the press release. 

First, it will develop infra-
structure to manage data for 
digital education, such as data 
centres. It will then produce 
teaching videos to raise aware-
ness of new teaching methods.

It will also establish a digital 
forum for e-learning and the 
education management sys-
tems, focusing on the context 
of education in Cambodia.

Ministry spokesman Ros 
Soveacha could not be reached 
for comment on Sunday.

The Preah Sisowath HIgh School has been selected as the first centre for digital education. Hong Menea

More than 21 million ballots and other documents used in the 2012, 
2013, 2014 and 2017 elections will be destroyed. Hong Menea
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Soth Koemsoeun

A MALe banteng was found 
dead in Sorng Rukhavorn 
Wildlife Sanctuary in Oddar 
Meanchey province’s Samrong 
town on Saturday and was likely 
killed by hunters, said officials.

The banteng was commem-
orated at a Buddhist function 
on Sunday.

Ministry of environment’s 
secretary of state and spokes-
man neth Pheaktra said the 
Venerable Bun Saluth, head of 
the Sorng Rukhavorn commu-
nity forest and provincial chief 
monk, led a working group in 
examining the carcass.

They concluded that the 
banteng, which had suffered 
two broken ribs, died 10 days 
after being shot by a hunter.

Pheaktra said this was the 
sixth banteng that has been 
shot in the forest in the last 
six months. The last banteng 
was discovered on May 24 and 
died after it had been trapped, 
despite the best efforts of vet-
erinarians to save it.

The four other bantengs died 
from wounds suffered from 
traps and electric shocks.

“We must continue to in-
vestigate the poachers and 
ask people who have infor-
mation on wildlife killers to 
please cooperate and inform 
the authorities so that the law 
can be implemented,” Pheak-

tra said.
He expressed regret at the loss 

of the rare species and urged 
authorities to continue their 
cooperation to enforce the law.

Pheaktra said he wanted to 
make sure anyone who enters 
the forest is not bringing in 
weapons or traps.

Saluth said the carcass of 
the most recently killed ban-
teng was brought to the Sorng 
Rukavorn community forest 
office for a Buddhist ceremo-
ny on Sunday, the same day 
they buried the banteng that 
died on May 24.

He said despite community 
efforts, hunting is still a daily 
threat to the wildlife in the area. 

Saluth said: “The banteng are 
rare but Cambodia is still home 
to some. All people must join in 
the protection and conservation 
of wildlife. We should stop the 
wildlife trade, stop eating wild 
meat and stop hunting wildlife.”

Pheaktra said from january 
to june this year, at least 10 
bantengs were found dead in 
Cambodia’s protected areas.

One was found trapped in 
Kampong Speu province and 
six were trapped in Sorng 
Rukhavorn Wildlife Sanctuary.

Two more were killed in the 
area adjacent to Phnom Prich 
Wildlife Sanctuary and one 
was found dead in a trap in 
the Lumphat Wildlife Sanctu-
ary in Mondulkiri province.

Banteng found dead 
at wildlife sanctuary 
in Oddar Meanchey

new Siem Reap airport 30% 
complete despite pandemic
May Kunmakara

C
OnSTRuCTIOn on 
the new $880 mil-
lion Siem Reap-Ang-
kor International 

Airport (AIA) is nearly 30 per 
cent on schedule and on track 
to be finished in March 2023, 
the developer said.

Sin Chansereyvutha, a 
spokesman for the State Secre-
tariat for Civil Aviation (SSCA) 
told The Post on Sunday that af-
ter an onsite visit by SSCA sec-
retary of state Mao Havannall 
on june 15, the first phase was 
deemed 25 per cent complete.

Construction of the foun-
dation for the passenger ter-
minal is 98 per cent complete 
and the 3.3km runway is al-
most finished.

“Although the developer has 
faced some challenges because 
of Covid-19, they remain com-
mitted to the progress,” he said.

Sin said the pandemic in-
terrupted work in April as 
some experts could not travel 
from China to Cambodia. 
However, the company has 
implemented night shifts to 
meet the schedule. 

“According to plan, [the 
airport] will be completed in 
March 2023,” he said.

The new airport is being 
built on a 750ha property in 
Sotr nikom district on the out-
skirts of Siem Reap City and 

will be built in three phases.
The company will invest 

$500 million for the first and 
second phases, which will al-
low medium-sized passenger 
aircraft like the Boeing 737 
and Airbus A320 to land. An-
other $300 million will be al-
located for the third phase.

The agreement to build the 
airport was signed between the 
Cambodian government and 
China’s state-run Yunnan In-

vestment Holdings Ltd in 2017.
It gives the Chinese firm ex-

clusive rights to run and man-
age the airport concession for 
55 years under a build-oper-
ate-transfer (BOT) scheme.

Mao handed over the mas-
ter plan to Lu Wei, Chairman 
of the board of AIA, on Friday. 

Lu said with the support of 
SSCA, the construction proj-
ect will be fully completed 
on March 14, 2023. The com-

pany is now working closely 
with the technical team of the 
SSCA to focus on the installa-
tion of the technical facilities 
and the design of the airport.

Sin said the airport can han-
dle seven million passengers in 
the first phase of development 
– 3.3km of runway, 10 million 
passengers by 2030 with run-
way capacity of 3.6km and 20 
million by 2050 with runway 
capacity of 4km.

Construction of the foundation for the passenger terminal is 98 per cent complete and the 3,300m runway is 
almost finished. supplied

new Zealand gives $3.8M 
for clearance of landmines

Soth Koemsoeun

neW Zealand has awarded 
Cambodia a nZ$5.9 million 
($3.8 million) grant to assist 
mine-clearing operations for 
six years in Battambang, 
Banteay Meanchey and Pailin 
provinces.

The grant coincided with 
Pailin authorities clearing 10 
MD82B landmines in Pramay 
Kha commune in Pailin town 
on Saturday.

Senior Minister in charge of 
Special Missions and secre-
tary-general of the Cambo-
dian Mine Action and Victim 
Assistance Authority (CMAA) 
Ly Thuch said new Zealand 
joins a long list of other coun-
tries and organisations con-

tributing to mine clearance 
in Cambodia.

“We would like to thank the 
government and people of new 
Zealand for their continued 
contribution in providing safe 
land to the community and 
reducing landmine hazards.

“In particular, the mine 
authorities highly value the part-
nership and good cooperation 
with these donors,” he said.

Pailin authorities and Cam-
bodian Mine Action Centre 
(CMAC) officials on Saturday 
collected 10 MD82B landmines 
buried in a plot of farmland in 
Bor Hua Tbong Village, Boya-
kha commune, Pailin town, in 
Pailin province.

Provincial deputy police chief 
ung Sophal said the landmines 

will be kept at a safe place. 
Among the 10 mines, some were 
potentially explosive while oth-
ers were deemed ineffective.

Sophal said people used 
machinery to flatten their land 
near the river bank. While they 
were excavating land, they 
found the 10 landmines clus-
tered together.

The presence of the mines 
frightened the machine opera-
tor, who stopped digging and 
immediately reported them to 
local authorities.

Sophal said the same farm 
owner had rented machinery 
for a similar task in the same 
area on May 27 and detonated 
two landmines. Two people 
were seriously injured and sent 
to Pailin Referral Hospital.

Deminers and villagers pose with mines discovered in Pursat province’s Veal Veng district. cmaa



Thou Vireak

THE first phase of a $380 million 
heavy fuel oil power plant in Kandal 
province’s Lvea Em district has been 
further delayed due to travel restric-
tions imposed to curve Covid-19, a 
Ministry of Mines and Energy senior 
official told The Post.

Its General Department of Energy 
director-general Victor Jona said the 
delay would not materially affect 
national electricity supply.

He said: “We are delayed because 
the technicians – from Finland and 
Germany – cannot fly to Cambodia. I 
believe flights will resume next month 
so the technicians will be back.

“We have a surplus supply [of pow-
er] now, and even if the facility were 
ready for launch, we’d put it off as it 
costs more to operate heavy fuel oil 
plants than hydropower.

“We have a healthy amount of pow-
er in reserve for peak demand in dry 
season, but there won’t be a shortage 
of electricity next year. Our reservoirs 
are filling up to the brim,” he said.

The plant will generate 100MW 
when the first phase is ready and 
400MW of power when completed.

Jona previously told The Post that 
the demand for electricity in the coun-
try is growing at an average of 16-18 
per cent annually, though it soared 25 
per cent last year from 2018. 

Cambodia can currently generate 
about 70-80 per cent of total domes-
tic electricity consumption, he said.

From 2006 to the end of last year, 
electricity investment totalled $6.1 
billion, reflecting the growth of Cam-
bodia’s energy sector over the last few 
years in response to current and 
future needs, said a ministry report.

The figure can be broken down into 
$3.3 billion in 2,756MW of electricity-
generating capacity; $1.1 billion in 36 
sub-stations, and $1.7 billion in a 
34,056km medium-voltage electricity 
distribution network with 18,462 trans-
formers and a 36,853km low-voltage 
network comprising more than 2.8 mil-
lion capacitor bank connections.

In February, ministry secretary of 
state Ty Norin told an annual minis-
terial meeting that foreign direct 
investment and local investment 
combined accounted for $4.6 billion, 
while state investment through cred-
it assistance and its direct budget 
accounted for $1.5 billion.

He said the private sector has made 
a significant contribution to the elec-
tricity sector, which is the key to accel-
erating the achievement of the govern-
ment’s electricity development goals.

“Without private sector invest-
ment, the state would have needed 
to invest until 2056 to achieve the 
amount amassed since 2006.

“Private sector investment has 
greatly accelerated electricity sector 
development,” said Norin.

The Electricity Authority of Cam-
bodia’s (EAC’s) 2018 annual report 
says the Kingdom planned to increase 
its electricity supply to 2,871MW last 
year, up from 2,650MW in 2018.
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Agricultural exports set to reach five 
million tonnes this year, says official
Hin Pisei

C
AMBODIA expects 
to export more 
than five million 
tonnes of agricul-

tural products this year, Min-
istry of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries senior official 
Ngin Chhay  (pictured) said 
last week.

He told a press conference 
that the Kingdom exported 
1.9 million tonnes of agricul-
tural products in the first five 
months of the year, up 7.35 
per cent compared to the 
same period last year, with 
milled rice topping the list.

Ministry data show that the 
Kingdom exported 4.87 mil-
lion tonnes of agricultural 
products to the 
international 
market last 
year – more 
than four 
m i l l i o n 
tonnes to 
ASEAN coun-
tries, 430,000 
to China, 

261,000 to the Eu and 
135,000 to other countries.

Cambodian agricultural 
products are sought after 
by more than 60 countries. 
The Eu purchases 17 types 

of products, ASEAN coun-
tries buy 42 types and 

China procures 
26 types.

C h h a y , 
the direc-
t o r - g e n -

eral of the 
ministry’s 

General 
Direc-
t o ra t e 

of Agriculture, said that of-
ficial export figures were 
compiled from phytosani-
tary certificates, and that 
unofficial exports may have 
pushed it higher.

As the government gives 
it higher priority, the agri-
cultural sector continues to 
develop, improving the liveli-
hoods of farmers and ensur-
ing food safety and security 
for the Kingdom during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, he said.

But with the additional ex-
ports, growers must not ne-
glect farming standards and 
hygiene, he warned.

Kandal 
provincial 

Department 
of Agricul-

ture, For-

estry and Fisheries director 
Bun Tuon Simona told The 
Post on Sunday that Cambo-
dia’s agricultural output will 
see significant gains fuelled 
by government policy aimed 
at moving toward agricul-
tural independence.

This will enhance the 
Kingdom’s ability to export 
agricultural products to 
foreign markets and reduce 
imports from neighbouring 
countries, he said.

“Through encouragement 
and motivation on the end of 
the government and the min-
istry, I foresee that agricultur-
al production in Cambodia 
will rise even higher,” he said.

He noted that Kandal 
province does not have 
much land available for ag-

ricultural development.
The incorporation of 

some of its communes into 
Phnom Penh, the conver-
sion of agricultural areas 
into residential areas and 
the construction of the new 
Phnom Penh international 
airport have whittled away 
the available land, he said.

Minister of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries Veng Sak-
hon told The Post last month 
that he and the ministry are en-
couraging and assisting inves-
tors and farmers in strengthen 
and expand their operations, 
acknowledging that inade-
quate irrigation infrastructure 
remains a concern.

Cambodia’s agricultural 
sector plays a vital role in 
promoting national econom-
ic growth, and now more so, 
as many countries around 
the world suffer from food 
shortages stemming from 
the pandemic, he said.

The sector has also shifted 
more attention to aquaculture 
and animal husbandry, he said.

Chhay said the total agri-
cultural land area used for 
farming in the Kingdom last 
year was about 4.88 million 
hectares.

Of the amount, paddy was 
grown on 3.88 million hect-
ares, cassava was grown on 
about 650,000ha, cashew 
nuts on 230,000ha, red corn 
on 200,000ha, mango on 
120,000ha, yellow bananas 
on more than 40,000ha, Pailin 
longan on nearly 10,000ha 
and pepper on more than 
2,000ha, he said.

uS flooring firm trades Shanghai for S’ville 
Thou Vireak

uS-based hardwood flooring man-
ufacturer AHF Products has 
announced that it will fulfil its 
orders solely out of its Sihanoukville 
facility, and will cease operations in 
Shanghai, China, reported Hard-
wood Floors Magazine.

The Shanghai plant was part of an 
acquisition with Texas-based LM 
Flooring last year. It produced engi-
neered flooring products for the Cana-
dian, European, Asian and Australian 
markets, reported the magazine, pub-
lished by Missouri-based interna-
tional non-profit trade group Nation-
al Wood Flooring Association.

AHF Products president and CEO 
Brian Carson was quoted as saying: 
“After a strategic review of the busi-
ness, we made the difficult decision 
to close our Shanghai plant.

“Decisions that impact the lives of our 
employees are never easy, and I’d per-
sonally like to thank the Shanghai team 
for its contributions to the business and 
our customers. 

“We will work closely with them to 

support them throughout this transi-
tion, and several key leaders will be 
transferring to our Cambodia plant, 
further strengthening the team there,” 
he said.

Preah Sihanouk Provincial Hall 
spokesman Kheang Phearum told The 
Post that AHF Products, registered in 
Cambodia as Fine Flooring (Cambo-

dia) Co Ltd, built its factory on an 8ha 
plot in Sihanoukville Special Econom-
ic Zone (SSEZ) located in Bit Traing 
commune’s Pou Thoeung village in 
the province’s Prey Nop district.

The plant has been in operation 
since 2017 with capital investment of 
$1 million, he said. It has a produc-
tion capacity of 93,242sqm of hard-

wood flooring per month and 
employs 750 Cambodian workers.

He added that the company is now 
doubling its production to meet mar-
ket demand in the uS.

“Scaling up its production chain 
will prove a boon for Cambodia, 
yielding more taxes for the state and 
contributing to economic growth, as 
well as providing locals with jobs. 

“The company manufactures plank 
boards and plywood for export to the 
uS,” he said.

Over the past 12 months, AHF Prod-
ucts has tripled its capacity in Cambo-
dia with plans underway to double 
again through the first quarter of next 
year, reported Hardwood Floors.

The company aims to expand its 
pressing, milling and finishing capa-
bilities along with new dormitories 
next month to support its expanded 
workforce, it said.

The Preah Sihanouk Provincial Hall 
reported that, as of this month, there 
are 217 factories operating in the prov-
ince worth more than $1.14 billion 
which have created at least 11,710 
jobs. Of these, 151 are in SSEZ.

Power plant 
delayed by 
Covid-19 
travel bans 

Exports of agricultural products are expected to soar this year with milled rice topping the list. POST STAFF

US-based hardwood flooring manufacturer AHF Products announced it will fulfil all 
orders from its Cambodian factory from now on. AHF PRODUCTS
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Vietnam PM wants to manage solar projects
V

IeTnAMeSe Prime 
Minister nguyen 
Xuan Phuc has re-
quested the Minis-

try of Planning and Invest-
ment (MPI) propose suitable 
management solutions for 
solar power projects to en-
sure national security.

The Government Office 
released the directive to the 
MPI, the Ministry of Indus-
try and Trade and relevant 
agencies after local media 
reported that a Thai investor 
acquired solar power projects 
in southeastern Binh Phuoc 
province.

Binh Phuoc borders Cam-
bodia’s Tbong Khmum, Kratie 
and Mondulkiri provinces.

The reports said Thailand’s 
Super energy Corp Pcl (Super 
energy) had announced that 
it had acquired the Loc ninh 
1, 2, 3, 4 solar power projects 
in Binh Phuoc after purchas-
ing shares from intermediary 
companies for a cumulative 
$456.7 million.

Of the amount, $99.7 million 
was invested in the Loc ninh 1 
solar power project, $140 mil-
lion in the Loc ninh 2, $105 
million in the Loc ninh 3 and 
$112 million in the Loc ninh 4.

Before investing in the four 
solar power projects, Super 
energy owned six other solar 
power projects in Vietnam. As 
of March, the six projects alone 
had a total capacity of up to 
286.72MW, half the total capac-
ity of Super energy’s 100 solar 
power projects in Thailand.

Super energy’s power proj-
ects in Vietnam have had a re-
turn on investment (eIRR) of 
12-13 per cent while the Loc 
ninh 1,2,3,4 solar power proj-
ects have much higher eIRR 
between from 16.59 per cent 
to 17.4 per cent.

The Thai investor has also 
purchased shares in a series 
of other solar projects in other 
provinces, including ninh Th-
uan and An Giang and shares 
in four wind power projects 
in Bac Lieu, Soc Trang, Phu 
Yen and Gia Lai provinces.

An Giang borders Cambo-
dia’s Takeo and Kandal prov-

inces, while Gia Lai borders 
the Kingdom’s Ratanakkiri 
province.

These projects are expected 
to be in full or partial opera-
tion from the fourth quarter 
of next year.

Through joint ventures and 
share transfers with Vietnam-
ese enterprises, many for-
eign energy and investment 
groups have owned dozens of 
solar and wind power projects 
enjoying preferential rates of 
9.35 uS cents per kWh for 20 
years in Vietnam, reported 
the Tien Phong (Vanguard) 
newspaper.

Of which, Thanh Thanh 
Cong Group and Thailand’s 
Gulf energy Group have set 
up a joint venture from mid-
2019 to put investment to 
two solar power plants in Tay 
ninh province, TTC 1 and TTC 
2 – just a few kilometres east 
from Svay Rieng province’s 
Bavet town in Cambodia.

Gulf energy has increased its 
holding to 90 per cent of shares 
at the two plants from 49 per 
cent last year. It also holds 95 
per cent of shares at wind pow-
er projects in Ben Tre province.

Besides Thailand, many 
investors from Singapore, 

China and Philippines have 
owned many solar and wind 
power projects in Vietnam.

At present, more than 30 
provinces and cities nation-
wide have solar power proj-
ects, raising concerns about 
broken electric planning and 
environmental problems.

experts say Vietnam has 
had a strong development of 
solar projects after the state 
announced the attractive 
power purchase price at 9.35 
uS cents per kWh for solar 
power projects starting op-
eration before june 31, 2019. 
This price would be for those 
projects within 20 years.

As a result, more than 300 
solar power projects have 
been registered after this de-
cision, breaking the electric-
ity Development Plan VII.

The Ministry of Industry 
and Trade (MoIT) noted the 
hot development of solar 
power projects has created a 
lack of synchronisation with 
development of transmission 
infrastructure at present.

Vietnam is expected to have 
a total solar power output of 
at least 7GW this year, accord-
ing to the studies conducted 
by the GIZ German develop-
ment cooperation agency’s 
Renewable energy and en-
ergy Conservation Project 
and the MoIT’s Department 
of electricity and Renewable 
energy.

Of this, Binh Thuan has 
nearly 100 solar power projects 
with a capacity of 4,000MW, 

exceeding the planning at the 
electricity Development Plan 
VII. The number of solar pow-
er projects is 10 times higher 
than wind power projects. 
This has led to a mismatch 
in deployment, which in turn 
has led to a serious overload 
for the electricity network sys-
tem of the region.

ninh Thuan, an attractive 
investment destination for 
power companies, has 30 so-
lar power projects with a total 
capacity of up to 1,817MW 
and a total investment capital 
of 50 trillion dong ($2.15 bil-
lion) approved by the prime 
minister and the MoIT.

The province estimates to 
have 26 more solar power 
projects with a total capacity 
of 3,600MW.

With massive solar power 
projects landing to many lo-
calities such as ninh Thuan, 
Binh Thuan, Tay ninh, Gia 
Lai, Hau Giang and Quang 
ngai, the MoIT reported, by 
the end of last year, a total 
capacity of about 15,000MW 
from solar power projects 
have been approved by the 
prime minister and the MoIT 
to put into the electricity De-
velopment Plan VII.

That has created difficulties 
in developing the electrical 
grid in the regions nation-
wide and building electric 
transmission infrastructure 
for solar power projects con-
necting the national electri-
cal grid, said the MoIT. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

GeeLY Auto is expected to be 
the first carmaker listed on Chi-
na’s nasdaq-style sci-tech inno-
vation board, also known as the 
Star Market, reported Chinese 
financial news outlet Yicai.

The company issued a 
statement last week say-
ing the board has approved 
the initial proposal to list on 
Shanghai’s Star Market.

Though the details and 
timetable have not yet been 
reviewed and approved by re-
lated departments, if success-
ful, Geely Auto will become 
the first automaker returning 
to the A-share Star Market.

In recent years, Geely Auto 
has been putting efforts into 
becoming an international 
automotive group via acqui-
sition and industrial layout, a 
public relations official from 
the company told Yicai. “In 
the future, we hope to further 
the transform into an inter-
national tech company.”

In April, China’s top secu-
rities regulator adjusted the 
threshold for innovative red 
chip companies, or companies 
registered overseas but operat-
ing in the Chinese mainland, 
making them eligible to seek a 
listing on the domestic market 
under a pilot scheme.

The new requirement allows 
overseas-listed innovative red 
chips with a capitalisation of 
20 billion yuan ($2.8 billion) 
or above and in possession of 
self-developed, world-lead-
ing technologies, innovative 

strengths and a strong posi-
tion in their industries to ap-
ply for a domestic listing.

At present, Geely Auto has 
topped auto sales among do-
mestic independent brands for 
the third consecutive year. In 
the first five months, its market 
share reached 6.9 per cent, in 
line with policy requirements.

Opening financing chan-
nels of the capital market in 
A-share market can promote 
diversified financing modes, 
optimise capital structure 
and increase companies’ cap-
ital strength, the official said, 
adding that listing both in 
the A-share market and Hong 
Kong can make better use of 
domestic and international 
market resources to help 

Geely’s technical transforma-
tion and long-term develop-
ment in the future.

Li Shufu, chairman of Zheji-
ang Geely Holding Group Co 
Ltd, aims to build Geely Auto 
into a global enterprise that 
can enjoy equal popularity with 
japanese automaker Toyota.

In February, Geely Auto 
announced it will merge its 
business with Swedish brand 
Volvo Cars, both subsidiar-
ies of Zhejiang Geely Hold-
ing Group, and planned to 
seek listings both in the Hong 
Kong stock exchange and 
Stockholm as well.

As of june 16, Geely Auto’s 
market value was HK$116.7 
billion (uS$15.06 billion). CHI-

NA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Carmarker Geely Auto set 
to be listed on Star Market

Experts say Vietnam has had a strong development of solar projects after the state announced the attractive 
power purchase price at 9.35 US cents per kWh for solar power projects starting operation before June 31 
last year. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

Geely Auto will be the first carmaker listed on China’s Nasdaq-style 
sci-tech innovation board. STR/Afp



“The future is still there,” 
says Guillaume Perdon, 
“it’s just different from 
what we’d expected.” 

Phnom Penh Post caught up 
with BRED Bank Cambodia’s 
CEO and discovered why the 
European-owned bank believes 
that, despite the challenges 
ahead, Cambodia has the 
resilience to adapt to ‘the new 
normal’.

Since the start of the global 
pandemic, BRED Bank Cam-
bodia has maintained a strong 
stance on its commitment to 
the Kingdom’s economy, mov-
ing quickly to support existing 
customers while maintaining a 
steady supply of fresh commer-
cial lending.

“While we still expect to 
see very positive growth in 
our lending portfolio in 2020,” 
says Perdon, “it’s still likely to 
be around half of what we’d 
planned for this year.” Despite 
lowering its target, BRED Bank 
Cambodia still expects to make 
a substantial commitment in 
new lending and already has 
the capital in place to more 
than match its revised goal.

“Of course, we’re starting 
from a lower base than many 
of our competitors,” he admits. 
“Our growth rates are strong 
because we’re fairly new to the 
market.” It’s clear, however, that 
BRED Bank has the ambition to 
continue to pursue double-digit 
growth in a sector that, else-
where, is contracting fast.

“It’s almost certain that gross 
lending will slow across both 
the banking and micro-finance 
sectors. They’ve seen 15-20 per 
cent year-on-year growth in the 
recent past but are likely to see 
growth slowing considerably for 
the foreseeable future.”

While Perdon sees op-
portunity for new lending, he 
anticipates some adjustments to 
how banks approach new busi-
ness. “We haven’t specifically 
changed our lending criteria but 
the current economic situation 
has made us more focused. We 
have to make sure new clients 
have the capacity and the 
resilience to adapt to market 
conditions and new trends.”

For an emerging economy 
like Cambodia, an international 

shock of this magnitude has a 
profound and rapid effect. The 
World Bank has predicted that 
the nation’s economic growth 
will be its slowest since the 90s, 
indicating that growth will nar-
row to between -1 per cent and 
-2.9 per cent of GDP.

In 2019, tourism, the gar-
ment industry and construc-
tion collectively accounted 
for 70 per cent of Cambodia’s 
economic growth and all three 
industries now face huge 
uncertainty. International tour-
ists are unlikely to return in 
significant numbers until the 
2021/22 season at the earliest, 
while the garment industry is 
already experiencing a slow-

down in demand as consum-
ers in the US and EU tighten 
their belts. In construction, 
as Foreign Direct Investment 
declines, the uncertainty inevi-
tably increases.

“Although the impact of 
Covid-19 in Cambodia has been 
less visible, we can already feel 
the repercussions in the econo-
my. That means jobs are at risk 
and increases in unemployment 

can quickly have an impact on 
lending portfolios in both the 
microfinance and mainstream 
banking sectors,” he says. “To 
minimise the economic impact, 
the Government has moved 

quickly and we feel its initia-
tives have definitely helped. 
The Central Bank’s reduction 
of the reserve requirement 
ratio creates more liquidity in 
the system and the new credit 
guarantee fund will help reduce 
risk for the banks.”

As you’d expect, BRED Bank 
is also moving with the times. 
“We’re already adapting our 
own business to be more effec-
tive. We’re looking closely at 
the way we operate, adopting 
new digital techniques, reducing 
dependency on the branch net-
work, successfully introducing 
remote working and we’re even 
developing some non-financial 
products and services that we 
plan to launch in the months to 
come.”

In a time of rapid change, 
Perdon instinctively believes 
both BRED Bank and Cambodia 
are well positioned to negotiate 
the challenges ahead. “Our in-
ternational status gives security 
to our depositors. It also guar-
antees our liquidity, giving us a 
strong advantage as a lender.

“We’re backing Cambodia to 
restart quickly once the crisis is 
over. In many ways it’s resilient 
and the people here know 
how to manage in hard times. 
Overall, we’re optimistic and 
we’re proud to be doing all we 
can to help Cambodia return to 
positive growth as quickly as 
possible.” 

BRED Bank is backing Cambodia 
for a quick return to robust growth

Guillaume Perdon, chief executive officer, BRED Bank Cambodia. supplied

 Perdon still expects very positive growth in BRED Bank Cambodia’s lending portfolio. supplied

RECovERy StRatEgiES

monDay, junE  22, 2020  // www.PhnomPEnhPost.Com

PoSt CoviD-19

”
“We’re backing 
Cambodia to restart 
quickly once the crisis 
is over. in many ways 
it’s resilient and the 
people here know 
how to manage in 
hard times...
GuillaumE PERDon / Ceo
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A uS judge refused on Saturday 
to block the release of a tell-all 
book in which President Don-
ald Trump’s former national 
security adviser describes him 
as corrupt and incompetent.

With john Bolton’s book 
already widely shipped to 
stores for sale next week, judge 
Royce Lamberth wrote that it is 
too late for a restraining order 
sought by the Trump adminis-
tration to halt the process.

The DC district court judge said 
Bolton appeared to have failed to 
obtain written White House 
agreement that his memoir con-
tained nothing classified.

The judge wrote: “While Bol-
ton’s unilateral conduct raises 
grave national security con-
cerns, the government has not 
established that an injunction 
is an appropriate remedy.”

He said a review of passages 
that the government contends 
contain classified material had 
persuaded him that Bolton 
“likely jeopardised national 
security through publication”.

Despite failing in the attempt 
to have the book halted, Trump 
quickly took to Twitter to hail a 
“big court win” against Bolton.

“Obviously, with the book 
already given out and leaked to 
many people and the media, 
nothing the highly respected 
judge could have done about 
stopping it . . . BuT, strong & 
powerful statements & rulings 
on MOneY & on BReAKInG 
CLASSIFICATIOn were made.

“Bolton broke the law and 
has been called out and 
rebuked for so doing, with a 
really big price to pay.”

Bolton’s attorney, Charles 
Cooper, welcomed the judge’s 
ruling but disputed the finding 
that his client did not fully com-
ply with his vetting obligation.

Cooper said in a statement: “The 
case will now proceed to develop-
ment of the full record on that 
issue. The full story of these events 
has yet to be told – but it will be.”

The book, entitled The Room 
Where It Happened, was widely 
shipped ahead of its Tuesday 
release date and many of its 
more damning allegations 
against Trump have already 
been reported in the media. 

It is Bolton’s portrait of 17 
months up close with Trump, 
until he was fired in Septem-
ber, although Trump charac-
terises the work as “fiction”.

Bolton, a lifelong Republican 
who stands firmly on the right 
of the party, contends that 
Trump is not “fit for office”.

He describes Trump “plead-
ing” with Chinese President Xi 
jinping during trade negotia-
tions to boost the uS presi-
dent’s chances of re-election in 
november by buying more 
products from uS farm states.

Bolton also reports that 
Trump, a real estate tycoon who 
never held office before winning 
the White House, thought Fin-
land was part of Russia. AFP

Latin American 
Covid-19 cases 
top two million
C

OROnAVIRuS infec-
tions in Latin Amer-
ica surged past two 
million on Saturday, 

with worst-hit Brazil home to 
nearly half of the cases as the 
virus accelerates its spread in 
the region.

europe, which has endured 
months of lockdowns to slow 
the virus but at a crippling eco-
nomic cost, was set to further 
ease restrictions with Spain re-
opening to tourists on Sunday 
and Italy enjoying its first Serie 
A football match in 103 days.

In the uS, which has been 
taking stuttering steps to re-
open even as 20 states have 
reported a rebound in in-
fections, President Donald 
Trump on Saturday claimed 
his measures had “saved mil-
lions of lives” as he addressed 
his first rally in months.

“now it’s time to open up, 
get back to work,” he told the 
crowd in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
even as six members of his 
advance team tested positive 
for Covid-19.

The world’s largest economy 
is taking a beating in a year 
when Trump seeks re-election.

Trump had downplayed 
the risk that the evening rally 
might trigger a coronavirus 
outbreak, ignoring danger 
warnings by Tulsa health and 

municipal officials.
After the president had 

boasted on Twitter that “al-
most one million people” had 
requested tickets for the rally, 
the 20,000-capacity arena 
was far from full, with many 
upper deck seats empty.

The uS remains the country 
hardest-hit by the pandemic 
with 119,719 deaths out of 
2,255,119 official cases, a tally 
by johns Hopkins univer-
sity in the state of Maryland 
showed on Sunday.

With nearly 50,000 deaths 
and more than one million 
cases, Brazil is the second 
worst-affected.

In total, Latin America and 
the Caribbean have 2,007,621 
confirmed cases, an AFP tally 
based on official tallies shows.

The figures were particu-
larly alarming in Chile, where 
the death toll nearly doubled 
to more than 7,000 under a 
revised tallying method, and 
passed 20,000 in Mexico.

Spain reopens to tourists
europe meanwhile chalked 

up more than 2.5 million 
cases. Although the spread 
has slowed, europe is still the 
worst-affected continent.

The continent is easing its way 
out of strict lockdowns, even as 
the World Health Organisation 

(WHO) warns against giving in 
to isolation fatigue.

Spain on Sunday reopens its 
borders to eu countries in a 
bid to gets its tourism indus-
try back up and running after 
lifting its state of emergency.

British tourists will also be 
allowed in without having to 
quarantine, said Spanish for-
eign minister Arancha Gon-
zalez Laya.

As his country emerges from 
a 14-week lockdown, Prime 
Minister Pedro Sanchez warned 
that Spain remained vulnerable 
to the virus, which has claimed 
more than 28,000 lives there.

“We must remain on our 
guard and strictly follow hy-
giene and protection mea-
sures,” he warned hours be-
fore the borders opened.

In France, millions more 
children were preparing to 
return to school on Monday 
after three months away.

“I cried with joy when I got 
the confirmation from the 
teacher that my two children 
would be going back to school 
full time,” said noemie from 
the southern city of nice.

France is also reopening cin-
emas from Monday and sta-
diums for team sports, and in 
another sign of returning nor-
mality, actors have also started 
kissing again on film shoots.

A vaccine remains months 
off at best despite several 
trials, and scientists are still 
learning more about the virus, 
its symptoms and the extent 
to which it may have spread 
before being identified.

WHO chief Tedros Adha-
nom Ghebreyesus warned on 
Friday: “The world is in a new 
and dangerous phase . . . Many 
people are understandably fed 
up with being at home . . . but 
the virus is still spreading fast.”

The virus has now killed more 
than 464,000 people and infect-
ed 8.7 million worldwide.

The Palestinian Authority 
announced on Saturday that 
it was temporarily closing the 
cities of Hebron and nablus 
in the occupied West Bank af-
ter a sharp rise in infections.

Only goods will be allowed 
in, Palestinian Prime Minister 
Mohammed Shtayyeh told 
journalists. Authorities have 
reported a total of 687 cases 
in the West Bank, including 
two deaths so far. AFP

China’s top legislature reviews HK security law
CHInA’S top legislature reviewed a 
draft law on safeguarding national 
security in the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region (HKSAR).

The draft law was submitted for the 
first deliberation to the national Peo-
ple’s Congress (nPC) Standing Commit-
tee, China’s top legislature, at its session 
from Thursday to Saturday after the 
nPC approved the legislature decision 
in its annual session last month.

The draft contains 66 articles in six 
chapters, which are general principles; 
the HKSAR’s duties and institutions for 
safeguarding national security; crimes 
and penalties; jurisdiction over nation-
al security cases, and application of law 
and procedures; institutions of the 
Central People’s Government in the 
HKSAR for safeguarding national secu-
rity; and supplementary provisions.

The draft stipulates that the HKSAR 
shall establish a national security main-
tenance committee to analyse the secu-
rity situation, formulate relevant plans 
and policies, improve the legal system 
and enforcement mechanisms, and 
coordinate key national security tasks.

The committee, which should be head-
ed by the chief executive of the HKSAR, 
shall accept supervision from the central 
government and set a national security 
adviser appointed by the central govern-
ment who will provide advice on matters 
related to duty performance.

The draft also says the Hong Kong 

Police Force shall establish a national 
security department and the region’s 
Department of justice shall establish a 
special department for national secu-
rity crime prosecution.

The draft also stipulates that the cen-
tral people’s government shall station 
a national security agency in the 
HKSAR. The agency’s duties include 
analysing the local national security 
situation, giving opinions and sugges-

tions on major strategies and policies, 
supervising, guiding, coordinating and 
supporting the regional government in 
implementing its duties, as well as col-
lecting national security intelligence 
information and handling relevant 
criminal cases.

It also clarifies that the agency must 
not infringe on the legitimate rights of 
any individual or organisation and its 
personnel shall abide by national laws 

and regional laws, adding that the 
maintenance of national security shall 
respect human rights and protect the 
Hong Kong people’s legitimate rights, 
including freedom of speech, assembly 
and demonstration.

The agency shall also build a coordi-
nation mechanism with the HKSAR’s 
national security committee to super-
vise and guide the region’s national 
security work, the draft adds.

The draft clarifies four types of crimes 
that endanger national security, which 
are secession, subversion against the 
state power, terrorist activity, as well as 
collusion with foreign forces that 
endanger national security.

It also regulates the HKSAR to exer-
cise jurisdiction over criminal cases 
except in certain circumstances and 
says the HKSAR shall complete as ear-
ly as possible its own national security 
legislation as stipulated by the Basic 
Law, and strengthen supervision and 
management of national security mat-
ters in schools and social organisations 
to prevent terrorist attacks.

Hong Kong Chief executive Carrie 
Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor said the local 
government fully supports the central 
government’s efforts in national secu-
rity legislation and will fulfil HKSAR’s 
constitutional responsibility to ensure 
the effective implementation of the 
relevant law in the region. CHINA DAILY/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

uS judge 
okays john 
Bolton’s 
new book

The figures were particularly alarming in Chile, where the death toll nearly doubled to more than 7,000 
under a revised tallying method. AFP

Hong Kong Chief Executive Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor said the local government fully 
supports the central government’s efforts in national security legislation. AFP
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THe Ministry of Planning and 
Investment and the French 
Development Agency (AFD) 
have launched a joint project 
for preserving and enhanc-
ing Laos heritage in southern 
Champasak and Savannakhet 
provinces.

The ceremony for the sign-
ing of a financing agreement 
worth €2.64 million for the 
Cultural Heritage Manage-
ment, Preservation and Terri-
torial Attractiveness (Cham-
pa) Project was held at the 
ministry recently.

The event was chaired by 
Deputy Minister of Planning 
and Investment Dr Kikeo 
Chanthaboury, AFD country 
director for Laos Matthieu 
Bommier and French Am-
bassador to Laos Florence 
jeanblanc-Risler. It was at-
tended by representatives of 
concerned line ministries, and 
officials of Champasak and 
Savannakhet provinces, AFD 
and the French embassy.

Dr Kikeo said: “AFD has 
been a long-standing devel-
opment partner of the Lao 
PDR, providing a total of more 
than €150 million since 1994.

“The Champa Project is a 
welcome addition to the bi-
lateral portfolio and further 
reinforces AFD’s position as 
one of the main contributors 
to the socio-economic devel-
opment of the Lao PDR, par-
ticularly in the area of cultural 
and heritage preservation.”

Wat Phou in Champasak, 
the second site in Laos to be 
classified as a uneSCO World 
Heritage Site in 2001, is home 
to heritage treasures – ar-
chaeological, architectural, 
intangible and natural – that 
are still unknown to visitors.

Champasak – the former 
capital of the Kingdom of 
Champasak – covers an area 
of 15,415sq km and borders 
Cambodia along Choam Ksan 
and Chheb districts in Preah 
Vihear province, as well as 
Thala Barivat and Siem Pang 
districts and Stung Treng town 
in Stung Treng province.

Champasak district derives 
limited benefit from this cul-
tural and natural capital, as 
a majority of visitors do not 
spend time there. Savan-
nakhet, the most populated 
province in the country, is 
still not a popular tourist des-
tination.

However, it has untapped 
potential based on a wide va-
riety of historical attractions, 
including heritage treasures 
from the period of the Sikhot-
taboon empire (from the 7th 

to the 10th century), which 
are not visible to the public 
today.

To popularise these attrac-
tions, AFD and the Ministry 
of Information, Culture and 
Tourism have designed the 
Champa Project worth €6 
million.

The project will be imple-
mented by Lao authorities, 
including the World Heritage 
Site Office of Wat Phou and 
the Savannakhet provincial 
Department of Information, 
Culture and Tourism, and the 
ecole Francaise d’extreme 
Orient (eFeO).

under the project, tourism 
development plans will be 
drawn up to create genuine 
tourist destinations that will 
encourage visitors to extend 
their stay and thus develop 
economic benefits for lo-
cal populations, particularly 
through the creation of jobs.

The treasure of Savanna-
khet will be showcased in a 
renovated museum. In ad-
dition, the project will pro-
vide the local people with 
improved public spaces, 
and support local territorial 
dynamics through a call for 
projects from associative and 
private actors.

A first agreement signed 
between AFD and eFeO on 
February 10 covers the execu-
tion of the first campaign of 
research and archaeological 
excavation in Champasak.

AFD and the planning min-
istry have signed the financ-
ing agreement of €2.64 mil-
lion for cultural and heritage 
preservation and tourism 
promotion activities.

The French Ambassador 
said: “France and Laos share 
a long history around cultural 
heritage in Laos. I believe that 
a better knowledge of Lao heri-
tage by the Lao people contrib-
utes to the national identity.”

AFD’s Bommier said: “After 
20 years of successful coop-
eration to preserve and en-
hance cultural heritage in Lu-
ang Prabang, AFD is pleased 
to engage further in some less 
known sites of Champasak 
and Savannakhet.

“We believe tripartite co-
operation between AFD, Lao 
authorities and eFeO will be 
very valuable to improve the 
knowledge and preservation 
of the unique culture and 
heritage of Champasak and 
Savannakhet, and to help the 
tourism sector recover steadi-
ly and sustainably after the 
current crisis.” VIENTIANE TIMES/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Laos launches cultural 
heritage preservation 
plan in two provinces

Officials say Wirecard billions 
never entered the Philippines
n

One of the miss-
ing $2.1 billion of 
German payments 
processing firm 

Wirecard AG entered the Phil-
ippine financial system, but 
the perpetrators of the mul-
tinational scheme used the 
names of two of the country’s 
biggest banks in an attempt 
to cover their tracks, central 
bank officials have said.

In response to this scan-
dal, ranking officials of the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
(BSP) want BDO unibank Inc 
and Bank of the Philippine 
Islands (BPI) to initiate legal 
action against the local par-
ties involved, in addition to 
terminating the employment 
of the bank officers involved.

“I don’t believe the money 
ever entered the Philippine 
banking system,” said one 
financial sector official who 
was working on the case, ex-
plaining that the amount was 
too big to move without being 
noticed by regulators.

“A prudent businessman 
would have to register the 
transfer of an amount like 
that,” said the official.

A second official said at 
least two junior branch em-
ployees of BDO and BPI – the 
country’s largest and third-
largest banks, respectively – 
“tried to make it appear that 
the money was [in the Phil-

ippines]” by issuing “bogus” 
certifications in an attempt to 
shake off Wirecard’s foreign 
auditors who were looking for 
the missing funds.

Wirecard’s problems were 
first reported by the Financial 
Times in March last year.

The business publication 
said the financial technology 
company, which started out 
in the 2000s as a payments 
processor for online betting 
and pornography sites, had 
used the residential and of-
fice addresses of unsuspect-
ing Filipinos for some of its 
bank correspondences.

The Financial Times also re-
ported last year that one reg-
istered address of a Wirecard 

partner, easyPay Solutions, 
was the same Pasay City office 
of P2P and rental bus opera-
tor Froehich Tours, owned by 
German national Christopher 
Bauer, himself a former Wire-
card Asia-Pacific executive.

A ranking central bank source 
told Philippine Daily Inquirer 
that the local unit of Wirecard 
is a BSP-supervised electronic 
money issuer, which acquired 
the e-money business of Cit-
ibank a few years ago.

“What is good is they have 
yet to embark on the retail 
market,” the official said. 
“Corporate cards are issued 
to a handful of entities. Their 
biggest business at the mo-
ment is merchant acquiring. 

Should the local [Wirecard 
unit] be adversely affected, 
the impact will not be that 
worrisome.”

The official noted that, on 
paper, the local unit is owned 
by Wirecard’s Singaporean 
operations.

“They are still in the pro-
cess of establishing the local 
electronic money issuer busi-
ness,” the official said, adding 
that, so far, the local firm has 
only one corporate client with 
20 prepaid cards issued.

BDO president nestor Tan 
told Philippine Daily Inquirer 
that the bank has “no relation-
ship with Wirecard, nor are we 
involved in their affairs.

“no [bank] account was 
opened, and no funds flowed 
through BDO,” he said, adding 
that the bank investigated the 
matter and acted on it “right 
away before it became an issue”.

Tan said the bank clarified 
the issue with Wirecard and its 
auditors and informed them 
that the documents that attest-
ed to the presence of the sup-
posed funds were “spurious”.

In addition, he said that 
BDO “reported the issue to 
the central bank right away.

“It was an attempt – which 
did not work – to cover up for 
missing funds by using the 
name of Philippine banks in 
falsified documents,” said Tan. 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/ANN

Wirecard used the names of two of the Philippines’ biggest banks in an 
attempt to cover their tracks. AFP

Wat Phou in Champasak, the second site in Laos to be classified as a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2001, is home to heritage treasures. 
VIENTIANE TIMES
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C
OVID-19 has put the 
biggest test yet on 
ASeAn. With weak-
ened fiscal positions 

and a stark development gap, 
ASeAn integration remains 
uncertain. With five more 
years left to its scheduled 
deadline, can ASeAn achieve 
its desired community? 

The pandemic has hit 
ASeAn countries considera-
bly hard, threatening the 
region with economic reces-
sion. Millions have become 
unemployed, driving house-
hold incomes sharply down-
ward, and gravely impacting 
consumer spending.

ASeAn member states are 
now exploring drastic meas-
ures to keep the economy 
afloat, but figures in 2018 
show that several member 
states have sizable debt (more 
than 30 per cent) as a propor-
tion of their gross domestic 
product (GDP), making them 
particularly vulnerable to 
external shocks.

ASeAn deficits ballooned 
since the global financial crisis 
in 2008, during which ultra-
low interest rates and quanti-
tative easing (Qe) in the uS, 
eu and japan triggered hot 
money flows into ASeAn. This 
rush of capital fuelled an eco-
nomic boom in ASeAn, driv-
ing property prices and 
exchange rates sharply 
upward. Cheap credit also 
means unprecedented govern-
ment borrowing, which culmi-
nated in today’s fiscal deficits.    

Today, ASeAn currencies 
are depreciating rapidly, and 
capital outflow is a serious 
concern. With limited money 
in the public coffers, a damn-
ing pandemic and a collaps-
ing private sector, some 
economists are even suggest-
ing that ASeAn countries 
should adopt Qe too.

Will this race to the hinter-
lands of debt ever stop? What 
impact will the incessant 
printing of money in coun-
tries around the world do to 
the global financial system?

As evident in the uS and 
eu, Qe has led to excessively 
low bond yields, spectacular 
falls in bank shares and 

severe income inequality in 
these countries, the latter of 
which has led to the rise of 
populism in europe and 
America that we see today.

Income inequality and the 
development gap within 
ASeAn are also worrying 
trends. Since its founding in 
1967, ASeAn’s efforts to cre-
ate an economic community 
have progressed very well on 
many fronts; tariff barriers 
coming close to zero through 
the ASeAn Trade in Goods 
Agreement, the 10th and 
final package of services lib-
eralisation under the ASeAn 
Framework Agreement on 
Services is finally being con-
cluded, and many more.

Far from target
But ASeAn is still far from 

its target. Its non-tariff barri-
ers (nTBs) still hinder intra-
regional trade, having spiked 
from around 2,000 in 2015 to 
about 9,000 last year, and in 
the absence of a customs 
union, it is difficult for inter-
national investors to treat the 
region as a single market.

The nTBs stem from the 
need to protect domestic mar-
kets against the full heat of free 
trade. As Gita Wirjawan, a 
former Indonesian trade min-
ister, argued in 2015, in open-

ing up a country’s borders to 
trade, we need to ascertain 
whether such opening is detri-
mental or beneficial to our 
economy. For example, in 
2015, Indonesia’s labour pro-
ductivity per capita was 
$20,000 on a purchasing power 
parity basis, compared to 
Malaysia’s $50,000 and Singa-
pore’s $115,000. From these 
numbers alone, we can see the 
repercussions for Indonesia 
once the trade gates open fully. 

This explains why Indonesia is 
hesitant on full integration 
despite being one of the 
founding fathers of ASeAn and 
a major proponent of the 
ASeAn economic Community. 

And these are legitimate 
concerns. ever since Mexico 
signed on to the north Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement 
(nAFTA) with the uS and 
Canada in 1994, it has wiped 
out family farmers and led to 
a net loss of 1.9 million jobs 
in the agricultural sector as a 
result of competition with 
the highly subsidised uS 

agricultural industry. The 
story of corn in Mexico, a tra-
ditional staple of Mexican 
cuisine, is illustrative. As a 
result of nAFTA, Mexico’s 
multi-coloured corns have 
been replaced by cheaper 
genetically modified yellow 
corns from the uS flooding 
the market. Mexico’s story 
remains a lesson on unbri-
dled free trade agreements.

The latest Doha Round of 
the World Trade Organisation 

collapsed because of agricul-
tural subsidies from the uS 
and the eu. If the champions 
of free trade cannot relin-
quish their subsidies, how 
can they expect other coun-
tries to do the same?

Setting priorities straight
Can ASeAn shed protection-

ism and prevail as a communi-
ty in 2025? It has a very strong 
chance; the following are four 
key recommendations:

The first is the “sunset law”. 
economic nationalism and 
infant industry protection 

are similar but vastly differ-
ent in intent and purpose. As 
ASeAn countries have signed 
up for economic integration, 
their protectionism policies 
are time sensitive. Therefore 
a “sunset law” is the best pol-
icy to enforce a period or 
milestone framework on 
their protected industries.

The second recommenda-
tion regards investment and 
financial integration: They 
should be the main priority, 
because if the economic des-
tinies of ASeAn member 
states are indeed inter-
twined, it will give ASeAn 
integration a more concerted 
push. Goods, services and 
persons will follow suit. 
Hence the ASeAn Trading 
Link must be revived to foster 
cross-border investments. It 
is futile to expect integration 
of an economic community 
between countries with dif-
ferent economic destinies.   

Third, revitalise the ASeAn 
Swap Arrangement (ASA). 
Covid-19 and other pandem-
ics will continue to test 
ASeAn’s financial resilience. 
But sole reliance on external 
arrangements such as the 
Chiang Mai Initiative Multi-
lateralisation will greatly 
undermine ASeAn’s own 
financial cooperation. ASeAn 
should revitalise its swap 
arrangements considering its 
combined international 
reserves position of more 
than $900 billion. At least $50 
billion can be used to set up 
an emergency fund for Covid-
19. The measure of Qe should 
always be seen as a last resort 
when all else fails.

Fourth, development over 
integration: Rather than focus 
solely on textbook economic 
integration, ASeAn should 
focus on facilitating the devel-
opment road maps for each 
member state. Thus, the 
ASeAn Secretariat can assist 
member states to shift atten-
tion inward into improving 
their policies and structures.

Particularly under this dev-
astating pandemic, each 
nation seeks a solid footing 
before reaching outward for 
integration. THE JAKARTA POST/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The writer is executive director of 
the International Strategy Institute.

Opinion
Fazil Irwan Som

Can ASEAN achieve integration  
by 2025?

The special ASEAN Summit on Covid-19 via video conference in Hanoi in April. Covid-19 and other pandemics 
will continue to test ASEAN’s financial resilience. But sole reliance on external arrangements such as the 
Chiang Mai Initiative Multilateralisation will greatly undermine ASEAN’s own financial cooperation. AfP

It is futile to expect integration 
of an economic community 

between countries with 
different economic destinies
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Tunisia rediscovers traditional calligraphy
T

unISIA’S president 
has become a surprise 
champion of Arabic 
calligraphy in his coun-

try, shining a light on the artistic 
tradition as Arab states lobby 
for its recognition by uneSCO.

President Kais Saied sparked 
both admiration and mock-
ery on social media when im-
ages emerged of hand-written 
presidential letters on official 
paper not long after he took 
office in October last year.

An academic with a keen in-
terest in the art form, Saied had 
studied with well-known Tuni-
sian calligrapher Omar jomni.

To prove that Saied had 
penned the documents him-
self, the presidency released a 
video showing him writing in 
a guest book. 

The president “writes official 
correspondence in maghrebi 
script and private letters in di-
wani”, jomni said, referring to 
two forms of Arabic calligraphy.

Maghrebi script is a form of 
the older, angular style of Ku-
fic calligraphy, while diwani is 
a more ornamental Ottoman 
style popular for poetry. 

The president’s “recog-
nition” of calligraphy has 
warmed artists’ hearts, jomni 
said, giving them hope for a 
brighter future for an art form 
that was like “a closed book”.

 
Not just a ‘technical skill’ 

Calligraphy in Tunisia lacks 
the prominence it enjoys in 
some other Arab countries 
– such as in the Gulf – and 

its national Centre of Calli-
graphic Arts, created in 1994, 
risks closing its doors. 

With a lack of instructors, 
courses will likely have to end 
this year, according to the insti-
tute’s head, Abdel jaoued Lotfi. 

“There are not enough pro-
fessional calligraphers in Tu-
nisia,” said calligraphy master 
jomni, who is in his sixties. 

“You can count them on 

one hand and they are work-
ing in precarious conditions.” 

Sixteen Arab countries, in-
cluding Tunisia, egypt, Iraq 
and Saudi Arabia, have pre-
pared a proposal to have Ara-
bic calligraphy inscribed on 
the uneSCO list of humanity’s 
intangible cultural heritage.

It’s a chance to consider cal-
ligraphy “as a whole culture 
and living heritage . . . and not 

just as a simple technical skill”, 
said Imed Soula, a researcher 
overseeing Tunisia’s submis-
sion to the un cultural body.

He said Tunisia’s fading cal-
ligraphy practice, which tradi-
tionally saw artists tackle sur-
faces like copper or stone, was 
also linked to the growing use 
of new technologies, some of 
which have moved it away from 
its performing-art dimension.

But jomni said calligraphy 
in Tunisia suffered from “the 
brutal and chaotic marginali-
sation of Islamic culture dur-
ing the ‘60s, whose repercus-
sions we still feel today”.

Updating tradition
The country’s first president, 

Habib Bourguiba (1957-1987), 
dismantled and divided up 
the Islamic university of ez-

Zitouna after a power struggle 
with its clerical leadership.

Books and manuscripts 
from the institute, then Tuni-
sia’s main Arab-language uni-
versity and one of the most 
important in the Muslim 
world, were seized. 

Tunisian calligrapher Mo-
hamed Salah Khamasi studied 
there at the start of the 20th 
century and laid down the 
foundations for calligraphy in 
the country, passing his knowl-
edge on to several generations.

Following the 2011 revolu-
tion that set Tunisia on the 
road to democracy, a young 
generation of calligraphers is 
now calling for a reinvention 
of the art form to reflect the 
spirit of the times – “so that it 
doesn’t get rusty and outdat-
ed”, Karim jabbari told AFP. 

The artist in his thirties is 
known internationally for his 
large-scale calligraphy works, 
often created with light using 
long-exposure photography, 
or in mural form.

In 2011, in his marginalised 
hometown of Kasserine, which 
saw deadly clashes before the 
fall of longtime autocrat Zine 
el Abidine Ben Ali, jabbari 
used light to write the names 
of protesters in the places 
where they were killed.

“Through this form of callig-
raphy, I want to highlight the 
beauty of the Arabic language 
and bring it closer to people,” 
jabbari said – and “keep our 
heritage firmly anchored in 
our memory”. afp

Photos of stolen Van 
Gogh painting sent 
to Dutch art sleuth
A Dutch art detective revealed Thurs-
day he has received two recent pho-
tographs of a Vincent Van Gogh 
painting stolen from a museum dur-
ing the coronavirus lockdown.

Burglars snatched the 1884 paint-
ing Parsonage Garden at Nuenen in 
Spring, which is valued at up to €6 
million ($6.6 million), from the Sing-
er Laren Museum near Amsterdam 
on March 30.

Arthur Brand, dubbed the “Indiana 
jones of the Art World” for tracing a 
series of high-profile lost artworks, said 
he was handed the photos a few days 
ago by a source he declined to identify.

The photographs, of which AFP was 
given two copies, show the painting, 
together with a front page of the New 
York Times newspaper of May 30 to 
prove when the photos were taken.

“After three months of intensive 
investigation, I was handed these 
pictures. This is the first ‘proof of life’ 
we have that the painting still exists,” 
Brand said, adding that valuable pic-
tures are often destroyed when the 
thieves realise they cannot be sold.

He added that the photos were “cir-
culating in mafia circles”.

In the photographs, a new scratch 

can be seen on the bottom of the 
painting, which Brand said he 
believed must have happened during 
the robbery.

The New York Times issue in the 
photographs of the painting featured 
an interview with Brand and Octave 
Durham, the notorious Dutch burglar 
who stole two paintings from Amster-
dam’s Van Gogh Museum in 2002.

It also showed a copy of Durham’s 
2018 book Master Thief, placed on a 
black plastic background. 

Asked about the authenticity of the 
painting shown in the photos, Brand 
said one of them shows the back of 
the artwork featuring the so-called 
provenance – the history of owner-
ship – which serves almost as a type 
of fingerprint for the artwork.

“There is no doubt in my mind that 
this is the genuine article,” he said.

‘Great number of tips’
Brand, who declined to divulge 

how he obtained the photos, said he 
believed there could be a number of 
reasons the art thieves decided to 
circulate them.

“It could simply be that they are 
trying to find a buyer in the criminal 

underworld,” he added.
The photographs “could also be a 

plan to try and cast suspicion on Dur-
ham, because they used his book in 
the pictures,” he said.  

Durham however was in hospital 
in Amsterdam at the time of the latest 
heist “and has a rock-solid alibi”, the 
detective said.

However, the reasons could be even 
more personal said Brand, who has 
recovered stolen art including a 
Picasso painting and Hitler’s Horses, 
life-sized bronze sculptures that once 
stood outside the nazi leader’s Berlin 

chancellery.
“Perhaps they want to make a deal 

with prosecutors, using the painting 
as leverage,” the Amsterdam-based 
detective said. 

“Or perhaps they just want to toy with 
me, because they know I am investigat-
ing the case, and that I took it person-
ally when they stole a Van Gogh right 
from my back yard,” he said.

Dutch police video images released 
shortly after the burglary showed a 
burglar smashing through a glass door 
at the museum in the middle of the 
night, before running out with the 

painting tucked under his right arm.
Police in their latest statement said 

“we have received a great number of 
tips in this case.”

Asked if he had passed on the infor-
mation to the Dutch police, Brand 
said “he was following the usual 
channels”.

Parsonage Garden at Nuenen in 
Spring comes from relatively early on 
in Van Gogh’s career, before the pro-
lific artist embarked on his trademark 
post-impressionist paintings such as 
Sunflowers and his vivid self-por-
traits. afp

Tunisian president Kais Saied (pictured) perfected his calligraphy by training with well-known calligrapher Omar Jomni. tunisian presidency/afp

Photos of a stolen Van Gogh painting are ‘circulating in mafia circles’ and believed to be authentic. afp/arthur brand
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Manulife Cambodia ear-
lier this month made its first  
maturity benefit payout since 
its inception in the King-
dom in 2012. A family has  
benefited from the Manulife 
Education Protector policy they  
purchased seven years ago. 
Beneficiary Dalin Khun said: 
“It’s a dream come true. I  
attended a Manulife semi-
nar about life insurance and  
became very interested in 
long-term financial planning 
and financial protection. I 
started to think about savings 
for my youngest brother for 
his high school education.”

Manulife pays out first maturity benefit in Cambodia
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The Philippine Embassy in Phnom Penh marked the 122nd anniversary of Philippine independence on June 12. Due to the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, the event was conducted online to enable around 7,000 Filipinos in Cambodia join in the celebrations. Embassy staff and family members 
accompanied the chargé d’affaires Myca Magnolia Fischer, who led the symbolic flag raising ceremony on the embassy’s rooftop.

Philippine Independence Day celebrations go online
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Catcher’s protection
  5 “Daniel Boone” star Parker
  9 Had a yearning
 14 “___ go bragh”
 15 Words from a nonfolder
 16 One brick shy of a load
 17 Optimist’s feature
 20 Warning
 21 Go one better than
 22 Rounded church area
 23 Chewed and swallowed
 24 Triangular sail
 26 Ripped
 28 Prefix with dynamic and space
 30 Philosophy of bare existence?
 34 Some aliens
 37 Bar bills
 39 Disgraced hotelier Helmsley
 40 Ignore intentionally
 44 Game related to bingo
 45 Damaged by drought
 46 “Long ___ and far away ...”
 47 Quakers with deep roots?
 49 “Anna and the King of ___”
 51 “___ silly question ...”
 53 Orange or lemon attachment
 54 “What Kind of Fool ___”

 57 Fun coaster
 60 Fake ones get people bounced
 62 Present decoration
 64 Glance over once more
 67 All possible
 68 Diagonal cut
 69 Billion extension
 70 Like leisure suits and 

phonographs
 71 While beginning?
 72 Ran, as a color
DOWN
  1 Where some pilgrims hope to 

land
  2 Enlightened one, in Buddhism
  3 Straining tool
  4 Your largest joint
  5 Adjective for Hawaii, say
  6 Ostrich cousin
  7 Delta filler
  8 Condescending one
  9 Certain keyboard key
 10 Bowl-shaped strainer
 11 Basketball rim
 12 “Dukes of Hazzard” policeman
 13 “The Dick Van ___ Show”
 18 Malay prince
 19 “Once ___ a time  ...”

 25 Hillsides in Scotland
 27 Be sovereign
 29 Double-reeded woodwinds
 31 Corn-growing state
 32 Entanglement
 33 “... and hold the ___”  

(deli order)
 34 Napoleon’s place of exile
 35 Foot digits
 36 Afternoon drama
 38 Narrow groove
 41 Bread makers, at times
 42 A great deal
 43 Adjustable car part
 48 Epidermis
 50 Golda of Israel
 52 Brick dried in the sun
 54 Buzzing with excitement
 55 “A Visit from St. Nicholas” poet
 56 Like printing presses
 57 Dance lesson
 58 Etna spew
 59 Barely achieves (with “out”)
 61 Use a spoon, in a way
 63 Divulge a secret
 65 Will do, at sea
 66 Currently possesses

“SEE WHAT I MEAN?” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution

A
S anti-racism protests 
broke out across the 
united States, Viet 
Hoai Tran knew 

exactly what he wanted to 
write on his poster – “Yellow 
Peril Supports Black Power.”

“If we are talking about fight-
ing for justice, for liberation, for 
change... all of us have to be 
part of this,” said the 27-year-
old, who was born in Vietnam, 
but grew up in the uS. 

The death of George Floyd, a 
black man, in Minneapolis 
police custody sparked nation-
wide protests -- and a sense of 
reckoning in the Asian Ameri-
can community, which has his-
torically fraught, even violent, 
ties with African Americans.

In particular, the revelation 
that one of the officers charged 
over Floyd’s death, Tou Thao, is 
Hmong has caused many Asian 
Americans to grapple with their 
community’s complicity.

“Yellow peril” is a racial slur 
articulating the centuries-old 
Western fear of an east Asian 
takeover that has been repur-
posed by Asian Americans in 
a show of solidarity with the 
black community. 

“There’s a lot of anti-black-
ness in the AAPI community,’ 
said Tran, referring to the Asian 
Americans and the uS diaspo-
ra of Pacific Islanders.

One of the worst examples 
was during the 1992 protests in 
Los Angeles over the police kill-
ing of Rodney King, a black 
man. Massive rioting broke out 
during the demonstrations, 
most of which occurred in the 
Koreatown neighborhood.

ethnic Korean store owners, 
feeling abandoned by the Los 
Angeles police, shot at black 
protesters from the rooftops to 
protect their businesses.

“We, Asian Americans, have 
remained complicit in per-
petuating anti-blackness and 
benefitting from white 
supremacy,” Kevin Quach, 
who works on policy at the 
Asian American advocacy 
group OCA national, said.

‘Wedge community’ 
Quach noted the internaliza-

tion of the model minority 

myth -- the stereotype that 
Asians are the “best” minority, 
thus implying that other minor-
ity groups are somehow lesser 
-- and colourism, or prejudice 
against darker skin tones, with-
in the Asian community, among 
other examples.

even using slogans like “Yel-
low Peril Supports Black Power” 
or “Asian Americans for Black 
Lives Matter,” Quach said, 
“ignores and minimizes the 
harm that the AAPI commu-
nity has inflicted on the black 
community within the last 50 
years,” even if unintentionally.

For instance, the “yellow per-
il” slogan was first used in 1969 
by japanese-American activist 
Richard Aoki at a protest in sup-
port of Black Panther Party co-
founder Huey newton.

Aoki was revealed in 2012 to 
have been an FBI informant 
on the Black Panthers.

Asian Americans have been 
used “as a wedge community 
between black community 
demands and our system,” 
said Bo Thao-urabe, a co-
founder of the Minnesota-
based Coalition of Asian 

American Leaders (CAAL).
It’s important to ensure “our 

communities are not used 
against each other,” she added.

Groups like CAAL and OCA 
national, which were already 
working with black and Latino 
communities, have made spe-
cific pushes to support the 
current protests.

CAAL has provided support for 
Asian Americans in Minnesota 
who joined the demonstrations, 
and OCA has launched several 
programs explicitly about Asian-
black relations, including a 
workshop on the model minor-
ity myth and a virtual summit on 
Afro-Asian solidarity.

Asians 4 Black Lives has sup-
ported protests in the San 
Francisco Bay Area while 
equality Labs, a South Asian 

rights group, has forums and 
other resources promoting 
South Asian-black solidarity.

Deconstruct the fear 
Many younger Asian Ameri-

cans have taken the conversa-
tion online, sharing articles on 
social media about combating 
anti-blackness. 

Others have posted lists of 
key phrases and talking points, 
translated into languages such 
as Chinese, Korean and Viet-
namese, for “talking to Asian 
parents about institutional 
and internalized racism.”

“Anti-blackness is not just 
something that you can name 
and it disappears,” said jenny 
Tam, a 21-year-old student at 
the university of Minnesota 
Twin Cities who is of Chinese-
Vietnamese heritage. 

“It’s a fear, and fear needs to 
be deconstructed.”

After Floyd’s death, Tam cre-
ated a Facebook group called 
“Asian America for Black Pow-
er” to connect Asian Minneso-
tans who wanted to go to pro-
tests together.

The group quickly morphed 

into a platform, now with 
nearly 3,000 members, for 
sharing resources on where to 
donate, what to read, where to 
protest and how to talk with 
their families about racism.

Tam also noted that the 
coronavirus pandemic had 
served as a kind of wake-up 
call for Asian Americans, as it 
sparked an outpouring of anti-
Asian racism, with many blam-
ing China for the virus.

Racism “may oppress us dif-
ferently, but there’s a common 
enemy. We’re fighting the same 
thing,” said Tam, whose par-
ents came to Minnesota after 
the Vietnam War.

“We are not white, and so we 
cannot protect a system that 
supports white and is harming 
our black community.”

Vietnamese American Viet Hoai Tran says he knew exactly what he wanted to write on his protest sign. AFP

uS Asians sparked to 
solidarity with BLM  

If we are talking about 
fighting for justice, for 

liberation, for change... all of 
us have to be part of this



I
N his suburban driveway 
in the west of Ireland, 
blind triathlete Leo Hynes 
clambers into a box of 

water, straps himself to a bun-
gee cord and starts to swim -- 
going nowhere, but going 
fast.

During coronavirus lock-
down, the aspiring paralym-
pian has been unable to train 
as usual for the now-delayed 
Tokyo games.

Instead he has been fi-
nessing his breaststroke in a 
homemade “treadmill pool” 
where he is held in place by 
elastic cords.

“When I’m swimming in it 
the resistance is actually pull-
ing me back,” the 48 year-old 
told AFP. 

“I’m going nowhere – I’m 
going as fast as I can but I’m 
not going anywhere,” added 
Hynes, who has been legally 
blind as a result of macular 
degeneration since 2015.

Lockdown training
Ireland has so far suffered 

1,714 deaths from the coro-
navirus.

Recorded deaths peaked at 
77 in a single day in April but in 
recent weeks the daily toll has 
dropped to single-digits and 
the Republic has enjoyed the 
relief of days with zero deaths.

The nation is now leaving 
lockdown – in place since 
March 28 – at an accelerated 
pace.

Earlier this month, prime 
minister Leo Varadkar al-
lowed elite sports training fa-
cilities to reopen and outdoor 
sessions to resume.

“Over the last few months, 
fear has exerted a kind of 
gravity pulling us down, but 
now we find there is hope lift-
ing us up again,” he said.

But social distancing rules 
still weigh down Hynes’ train-
ing schedule, as he bids to 
qualify for the Tokyo Para-
lympic Games, which have 
been pushed back to August 
next year.

Ireland’s health authorities 
recommend maintaining a 
two-metre distance from oth-

ers, forbidding Hynes from 
training as he usually would, 
tied to a seeing-eye guide.

“Even if I was to go open 
water swimming I can’t be-
cause normally if I’m tethered 
to a guide our tether is one 
metre,” he said among potted 
plants outside his home in 
Tuam, County Galway.

Instead, he is tethered by 
twanging orange chords to the 
side of his personal pool, which 
is the size of a family car.

“I have to stick with the 
training and try and get faster 
and fitter, and improve and 
see if I can qualify,” he said.

Pooled resources
Hynes has already repre-

sented Ireland at an interna-
tional level, racing in the 2018 
Madeira Paratriathlon World 
Cup in Portgual.

And last year he took home 
a gold and bronze medal from 
the ITU Multisport World 
Championships in Ponteve-
dra, northwest Spain.

He currently trains between 
15 and 20 hours a week.

But while a running treadmill 
and an exercise bike allow him 
to train as normal, the swim-
ming portion of the triathlon 

required a new contraption.
Fashioned from wooden 

pallets and lined with tarpau-
lin, it was put together by his 
two carpenter brothers over 
the course of two weeks.

“Swimming is a very techni-
cal sport so if you don’t keep it 
up you lose a feel for the wa-
ter and you actually regress 
– your technique gets worse 
and worse,” Hynes explained.

“Here I can just go in and I 
can do my session and wheth-
er it’s rain, hail or sunshine.

“It’s only two or three me-
tres from my front door, so 
I’ve no excuses.” afp
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Lewis Hamilton 
to attract more 
diversity to F1
FORMULA One world champi-
on Lewis Hamilton is launching 
his own diversity body to attract 
more black youngsters into 
motor racing, insisting the “time 
for token gestures is over”.

Hamilton, a powerful and 
influential voice in the current 
anti-racism movements 
sweeping the globe, is the only 
black driver in F1.

He said he was teaming up 
with Britain’s Royal Academy 
of Engineering to launch The 
Hamilton Commission to help 
make motor racing “as diverse 
as the complex and multicul-
tural world we live in”.

“I’ve been fighting the stig-
ma of racism throughout my 

racing career — from kids 
throwing things at me while 
karting, to being taunted by 
fans in black face at a 2007 
Grand Prix, one of my first For-
mula One races,” 35-year-old 
Hamilton said in an article in 
The Sunday Times.

“Despite my success in the 
sport, the institutional barriers 
that have kept F1 highly exclu-
sive persist. 

“It is not enough to point to 
me, or to a single new black hire, 
as a meaningful example of 
progress. Thousands of people 
are employed across this indus-
try and that group needs to be 
more representative of society.”

The research partnership 

wants to encourage young 
black people to study science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematics.

Hamilton hopes that will 
then open up avenues for 
them to boost the number of 
minorities represented in For-
mula One.

“The time for platitudes and 
token gestures is over,” added 

the six-time world champion.
“I hope that The Hamilton 

Commission enables real, tan-
gible and measurable change. 

“When I look back in 20 years, 
I want to see the sport that gave 
a shy, working-class black kid 
from Stevenage so much 
opportunity, become as diverse 
as the complex and multicul-
tural world we live in.” afp

Mancini warns       
Balotelli to ‘wake up’ 
before career sinks

Irish Paralympic hopeful Leo Hynes, who is legally blind, trains in his homemade training pool in Tuam, Co Galway, west Ireland. afp

Hynes trains between 15 and 20 hours a week as he attempts to qualify 
for the Tokyo Paralympic Games, which have been pushed to 2021. afp

ITALY coach Roberto Mancini 
on Saturday urged Mario Balo-
telli to “wake up” before he 
throws his career away.

Balotelli’s ill-fated stint at 
hometown club Brescia 
appears to be coming to an 
end, with reports his contract 
will be terminated after repeat-
ed absences from training.

“I’ve told him a thousand 
times that he’s wasting a huge 
talent,” Mancini told Italian 
television.  

“I have loved Mario very 
much since he was a boy and 
he has done extraordinary 
things. He has a crazy physique, 
speed, technique, and at 30 he 
is in the middle of his career. 

“I hope that one day he will 
wake up and change.”

Mancini recalled Balotelli to 
the Italy squad when he took 
over as coach in May 2018, 
having successfully worked 
with the forward at Manches-
ter City and Inter Milan.

Balotelli, who has 36 caps for 
Azzurri but only one since 2014, 
joined Brescia last summer in 
the hope of winning a place in 
Mancini’s Euro 2020 squad, but 
has scored just five times in 19 
matches for the club.

He made his debut with local 
team Lumezzane in Serie C as a 
16-year-old, before moving to 
Serie A giants Inter in 2007, 
where he won three league titles 
and the Champions League.

He later had two spells at AC 
Milan and also played for Liver-
pool, Nice and Marseille. afp

F1 champion Lewis Hamilton says he was once taunted by fans in black 
face at a 2007 Grand Prix. afp

Barred from sea, blind athlete swims in place
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Favorite Tiz 
the Law wins 
the Belmont 
Stakes in style

T
IZ the Law richly 
lived up to his favor-
ite’s billing, sweep-
ing to victory in the 

Belmont Stakes on Saturday 
to launch a topsy-turvy Triple 
Crown year.

Trained by 82-year-old Bar-
clay Tagg and ridden by Man-
ny Franco, Tiz the Law be-
came the first new York-bred 
horse to win the Belmont 
since Forester in 1882.

There was no roar to greet 
him as he surged across the 
finish line since the cavern-
ous grandstand at Belmont 
Park in elmont, new York, – 
where the race can draw more 
than 100,000, stood empty 
amid ongoing coronvirus re-
strictions.

It was the Covid-19 pan-
demic that saw the Belmont, 
usually the final race in uS 
flat racing’s flagship treble 
after the Kentucky Derby and 
Preakness, run first for the 
first time in history.

The race, long dubbed the 
Test of the Champion, was 
also shortened from its usual 

1 1/2-mile distance to 1 1/8 – 
a nod to the difficulty of get-
ting the three-year-old con-
tenders in proper condition 
for the longer distance in the 
pandemic-disrupted year.

Tiz the Law broke smartly 
from the eighth post in a field 
of 10 and settled into third 
place behind pace-setter Tap 
It to Win down the backstretch 
of the sweeping Belmont track 
known as “Big Sandy.”

Franco made his move in 
the lone turn, surging ahead 
on the outside and power-
ing home ahead of the Todd 
Pletcher-trained Dr Post with 
Irad Ortiz aboard. Max Player, 
trained by Linda Rice and rid-
den by joel Rosario, was third.

“Well, that’s what I’ve watched 
him do each time,” Tagg said of 
the bay colt that was the only 
Grade 1 winner in the field 
off his March 28 victory at the 
Florida Derby and a triumph 
last October at Belmont in the 
Champagne Stakes. “I was de-
lighted to see it.”

Franco, who notched his 
first Triple Crown race win on 

his third Triple Crown mount, 
was just as delighted – but not 
surprised.

He felt a few butterflies in 
the starting gate, “but at the 
same time I was confident 
because I know what I have 
under me,” Franco said.

The Triple Crown will con-
tinue with the Kentucky 
Derby, usually held on the 
first Saturday in May, now re-
scheduled for September 5 at 
Churchill Downs. 

The Preakness at Pimlico, 
usually the middle jewel of 

the Triple Crown, is sched-
uled for October 3.

Franco was looking ahead 
to September with confi-
dence.

“I’ve got the horse for the 
race,” he said. 

“I’m very happy with the 
opportunity the owner has 
given me, and the trainer, 
Barclay, I’m in good hands.

“They know what they’re 
doing and the horse is really 
good.”

Tiz the Law is the second 
horse Tagg has saddled in 

the Belmont for the Sack-
atoga Stable outfit headed by 
jack Knowlton.

“I’m just glad I lived long 
enough that I got another 
horse like this,” Tagg said.

Knowlton and a group of 
high school buddies teamed 
up to run Funny Cide back in 
2003 and saw him stunningly 
win the Kentucky Derby and 
Preakness before finishing 
third behind empire Maker 
on a rain-soaked track in his 
bid to complete the coveted 
Triple Crown.

This year, with even owners 
banned from the track where 
fewer than 100 essential work-
ers were on hand, Knowlton 
watched with friends from a 
restaurant in upstate Sara-
toga Springs.

The “riders up” call was 
made long-distance by new 
York Governor Andrew Cuo-
mo.

 It was only on june 1 that 
Cuoma gave the go-ahead 
for racing to resume in a state 
hard-hit by coronavirus, al-
beit without fans.

nFL urges against team workouts as virus cases rise
WITH coronavirus cases pop-
ping up among multiple uS 
sports leagues, the nFL Play-
ers Association has advised 
members to stop working out 
together.

That advice from union 
medical director Thom Mayer 
came Saturday, after Major 
League Baseball again shut-
tered spring training facilities 
in Florida and Arizona in the 
wake of a spate of positive 
Covid-19 cases for players and 
team staff members.

With the nBA, nHL and 
Major League Soccer all hop-
ing to resume seasons shut 
down by the coronavirus pan-
demic, and MLB trying to 
hammer out a framework for 
getting 2020 underway, the 
cases have sparked concern.

Mayer said in a statement to 
nFL players that “no players 
should be engaged in practice 
together in private work-
outs.”

The nFL is still in the midst 
of a “virtual” off season with 
no formal team training ses-
sions set to start until july 28.

But with the league still aim-
ing to kick off on schedule on 
September 10, some players 
have been getting together for 
informal workouts as lock-
down restrictions have eased 

around the country.
“Please be advised that it is 

our consensus medical opin-
ion that in light of the increase 
of Covid-19 cases in certain 
states that no players should 
be engaged in practicing 
together in private workouts,” 

Mayer’s statement said. “Our 
goal is to have all players as 
healthy as possible in the com-
ing months.”

Multiple players from the 
Houston Texans and Dallas 
Cowboys have tested positive 
for the virus. On Friday the nFL 

network reported that a San 
Francisco 49ers player had test-
ed positive, and that he had 
been working out with team-
mates in nashville, Tennessee.

In the most recent reported 
cases, the Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers confirmed they had 

players or staff test positive, 
but declined to confirm reports 
that the positive results 
involved at least two players.

Florida cases on rise
Superstar quarterback Tom 

Brady, who signed with the 
Bucs this year after a glittering 
two decades with the new 
england Patriots, worked out 
with some of his new team-
mates on a high school field in 
Tampa, Florida, in May.

Florida, which announced a 
one-day record of 4,049 addi-
tional confirmed cases on Sat-
urday, has become a worry-
spot for sports trying to get 
their seasons on track.

Major League Baseball is 
shutting down all spring 
training facilities in Florida 
and Arizona – another state 
where coronavirus cases are 
on the rise.

USA Today reported that 
baseball players and staff won’t 
be admitted to the facilities 
until they are disinfected and 
deemed safe.

The move comes a day after 
baseball’s Philadelphia Phil-
lies, Toronto Blue jays and 
San Francisco Giants shut-
tered training campuses over 
virus concerns.

The Phillies said five play-

ers and three staff members 
had tested positive at the 
team’s Clearwater, Florida, 
training center.

The nHL’s Tampa Bay Light-
ning closed their facility 23 
miles (37km) from Clearwater, 
after multiple players and staff 
members tested positive.

The nHL said Friday that 11 
players had tested positive 
since training facilities reo-
pened on june 8 in anticipa-
tion of a 24-team restart in 
july at still unspecified “hub” 
locations.

The rise in Covid-19 cases 
in Florida could be a serious 
concern for the nBA and MLS, 
which are both planning to 
resume play in so-called 
“bubble” environments that 
will isolate multiple teams in 
the state.

The nBA is planning a july 
30 restart at the Walt Disney 
World sports complex near 
Orlando, Florida.

The league plans to have 22 
teams – 13 from the Western 
Conference and nine from the 
east – to start play with a 
chance to reach the final.

MLS is also planning a return 
at Disney World with its 
26-team “MLS is Back” tourna-
ment, to be held without fans 
starting next month.

Jockey Manny Franco tore up the track known as ‘Big Sandy’, making his move in the lone turn to win his first Triple Crown race. Getty ImaGes/afp

The NFL Players Association is cautioning against group workouts as Covid-19 cases rise. Multiple players 
from several teams have recently tested positive. afp
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