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Covid fees a 
must amid 
economic 
uncertainty
Khorn Savi

A 
RECENT announce-
ment by Prime Minis-
ter Hun Sen that 
Cambodia will not 

charge foreigners for Covid-19 
treatment could not be imple-
mented any further as the 
Kingdom looks to reopen the 
country and restore its econo-
my, a senior official said.

Ministry of Economy and 
Finance spokesperson Meas 
Soksensan told The Post on 
Tuesday that Hun Sen’s 
a n nou nc ement w a s a 
humanitarian gesture meant 
only for foreigners stranded 
in Cambodia.

It applied to those who had 
no reliance on their countries 
of origin when they were not 
allowed to return home, like 
the Westerdam cruise ship 
passengers. “In such a situa-
tion, Samdech Hun Sen framed 
a humanitarian principle.

“First, the Westerdam cruise 
ship was allowed to enter 
[Cambodia]. Hun Sen also 
announced that Cambodia 
would assist tourists who 
could not return home and 
had no one to rely on.

“Now we have reached a new 
situation – restoring the econ-
omy and reopening the coun-
try gradually. All countries 
would do the same.

“This new context cannot be 
compared with the previous 
one. It is different. So, Cambo-
dia and other countries alike 
need to charge for treatment 
costs because we can’t let any-
one come for treatment free of 
charge,” he said.

According to a May 20 gov-
ernment decision, foreigners 
travelling to Cambodia must 
have at least $50,000 in health 
insurance.

And starting June 15, Cam-
bodia also requires foreign 
travellers to deposit $3,000 for 
testing, quarantine and trav-
elling including covering 
treatment costs in case they 
test positive for Covid-19 
while in Cambodia.

Government spokesperson 
Phay Siphan said the govern-
ment reversed its earlier deci-
sion because the virus is grave-
ly affecting the economy.

He said it has become the 
international standard for

relaxing ride
a man rides a motorbike pulling a trailer with a woman relaxing in a hammock, checking her phone, on a street in phnom penh. AFP

NK blows up liaison office with South

Prey Veng man held for rape of daughter, 15

NORTH Korea blew up an 
inter-Korean liaison office on 
its side of the border on Tues-
day, said the South’s Ministry 
of Unification, after days of 
increasingly virulent rhetoric 
from Pyongyang.

“North Korea blows up 
Kaesong Liaison Office at 14:49,” 
the ministry, which handles 
inter-Korean relations, said in a 
one-line alert sent to reporters.

The statement came minutes 
after an explosion was heard 
and smoke seen rising from the 

long-shuttered joint industrial 
zone in Kaesong where the liai-
son office was located, Yonhap 
News Agency reported citing 
unspecified sources.

Its destruction came after 
Kim Yo-jong, the powerful sis-
ter of North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un, said at the weekend: 
“Before long, a tragic scene of 
the useless north-south joint 
liaison office completely col-
lapsed would be seen.”

North Korea has issued a 
series of vitriolic condemna-

tions of the South over activists 
sending anti-Pyongyang leaf-
lets over the border – some-
thing defectors regularly do.

Last week it announced it was 
severing all official communica-
tion links with South Korea.

The leaflets – usually attached 
to hot air balloons or floated in 
bottles – criticise the North Kore-
an leader for human rights abus-
es and his nuclear ambitions.

Analysts say Pyongyang may 
be seeking to manufacture a cri-
sis to increase pressure on Seoul 

while nuclear negotiations with 
Washington are at a standstill.

On Tuesday, North Korea’s 
army said it was “fully ready” to 
take action against the South, 
including re-entering areas that 
had been demilitarised under 
an inter-Korean agreement.

Cheong Seong-chang, a 
director of the Sejong Insti-
tute’s Centre for North Korean 
Studies said: “North Korea has 
concluded the South has 
failed as a mediator [in the 
US-North talks].” AFP

Kim Sarom

A 42-year-old man was arrest-
ed on Monday for allegedly 
raping his 15-year-old daugh-
ter in Russey Sanh commune 
in Prey Veng province’s Sithor 
Kandal district.

District police chief Seng 

Savorn said the suspect will be 
sent to the provincial court. 
“This is a rape case and we have 
filed a report. How it proceeds 
is up to the court,” he said.

Citing the girl’s accounts, he 
said the man allegedly raped 
her four times and threatened 
her not to tell anyone.

The suspect, he added, is 
known for drinking and domes-
tic violence, with his wife most-
ly staying away from home 
because of the beatings.

The couple, who have three 
daughters, were workers at 
brick kilns and did not have a 
permanent residence.

The man allegedly raped 
the oldest daughter last month 
while his wife was away. After 
learning of the alleged rape, 
she filed a complaint to com-
mune officials who reported 
it to the police.

“When the commune offi-
cials reported to the authori-

ties, I immediately referred 
the victim for a medical 
check-up which proved posi-
tive,” he said.

He said the forensic team 
consisted of doctors, techni-
cal police officials and repre-
sentatives of the Prey Veng 
provincial Women’s Associa-

tion. Following the forensics 
resu lts, t he prosecutor 
ordered the suspect’s arrest.

Savorn said the man did not 
confess, but the police have a 
strong forensics case. “We 
have solid evidence and are 
not just levelling a charge 
without proof,” he said.
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Ry Sochan

THE Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (FICCI) and the Indi-
an Council for Cultural Rela-
tions (ICCR) have organised a 
global essay writing competi-
tion, inviting applicants to 
write about “India and the 
World after Covid-19”.

Adarsh Kumar Mishra, the 
second secretary of the Embas-
sy of India in Phnom Penh, 
told The Post on Tuesday that 
the competition is open to 
Indians, Persons of Indian Ori-
gin (PIOs) and Overseas Citi-
zens of India (OCIs).

Mishra said: “They are 
expected to write about the 
impact of the Covid-19 pan-
demic and how the world has 
changed. They can also write 
about where India fits in the 
world and what its role could 
be in shaping the post-Covid 
world order.

“FICCI is one of the sponsors 
of this competition and this is 
also being organised as a run-
up to FICCI’s participation in 
the World Expo in Dubai later 
this year.”

The last day to submit entries 
is July 15.

An Indian embassy press 
release said the competition is 
open to Indians, PIOs, OCIs 
and Non-Resident Indians 
(NRIs) but not foreigners. Uni-
versity students and profes-
sionals aged 21 or older were 

encouraged to take part.
Prizes include a three-day, 

all-expenses-paid trip to India 
Pavilion and the World Expo in 
Dubai, a gala reception at the 
India Pavilion for the winners 
and a panel discussion with 
the winners moderated by a 
media personality, it said.

The competition’s guidelines 
state: “Covid-19 has definitely 
changed our world forever. But 
where is the new world head-
ed? How has Covid-19 changed 
the way we live and work?

“What will be India’s place in 
the emerging post-pandemic 
World? How can India make 
itself stronger and script a big-
ger role to play in the interna-
tional community?”

The press release said the 
essay may be written in Eng-
lish and should not be more 
than 3,000 words long. Essays 
can be submitted to kv.vidya@
ficci.com. 

The subject of the submis-
sion e-mail should read:  Entry 
to “India and the World after 
Covid-19”.

Further details are available on 
the FICCI website:  http://ficci.
in/events-page.asp?evid=24894 

Established in 1927, FICCI is 
the largest and oldest apex 
business organisation in India. 
Its history is closely interwo-
ven with India’s struggle for 
independence, its industriali-
sation, and emergence as one 
of the most rapidly growing 
global economies.

Niem Chheng

M
INISTER of 
Economy and Fi-
nance Aun Porn-
moniroth held a 

meeting on Tuesday with the 
Supreme Council for Consul-
tations to discuss a draft law 
on the control, use and man-
agement of state assets.

The objective of the law, he 
said, is to better clarify the 
definition of state assets and 
reduce the risk of collusion and 
private overlap of ownership.

Cambodia Youth Party head 
Pich Sros, a council member, 
told The Post that the prop-
erty draft law has 12 chapters 
and 92 articles. 

“The law on the control and 
management of state assets 
is important to manage state 
properties. It serves to avoid 

collusion which could cause 
the state to lose property. The 
law will define clearly what the 
state properties entail,” he said.

He said what was most in-
teresting about the proper-
ties draft law was the issue of 
economic land concession, 
which many see as in need of 
an update.

The draft law states that all 
concession contracts must 
not be over 50 years. Currently, 
231 companies have economic 
land concessions from the state 
covering 1.1 million hectares.

The government has al-
ready reviewed the contracts 
of 65 companies and decided 
to reduce their contracts to 
just 50 years, Sros said.

He said it benefits the coun-
try greatly to have tighter con-
trols on companies granted 
large swaths of land. “In the 

past, the concessions were 
up to 99 years. It was too long. 
Now, it is just 50 years and suit-
able for investors,” Sros said.

Pornmoniroth told the 
meeting participants that the 
price of a land concession 
was traditionally $5 per hect-
are and charged only if the 
company uses the land.

However, from now on, any 
company that receives a land 
concession from the govern-
ment must pay their rent. And if 
the land is not used, the govern-
ment will revoke the contract.

He said the Council did 
not have any objection to 
the draft laws. The draft laws 
could reach the Council of 
Ministers later this week.

Ministry of Economy and 
Finance spokesman Meas 
Soksensan said the meeting 
was procedural and neces-

sary before a draft law can 
reach the Council of Minis-
ters and Parliament.

Besides the properties draft 
law, the Supreme Council for 
Consultations also discussed 
a new draft law on the control 
of online commercial gam-
bling. It has 12 chapters and 
98 articles. 

Sros said it is important to 
re-emphasise that Cambo-
dians cannot engage in such 
activity.

“The law on online gam-
bling is also good because it 
will prevent anarchy and in-
security which can bring dan-
ger to society,” he said of the 
prohibition.

“The law states that Cambo-
dian citizens are not allowed 
to gamble at any casino. If they 
do so, they would be punished 
by law,” Sros said.
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Continued from page 1

countries to charge for treat-
ment services and require for 
eign travellers to have health 
insurance.

“It is very important because 
the disease tends to be 
imported from abroad and 
our resources are only for our 
citizens,” he said.

Soksensan confirmed that the 
government had reserved from 
$800 million to $2 billion for its 
fight against Covid-19. The gov-
ernment has so far spent more 
than $1 billion on it.

Phan Phalla, the head of an 
inter-ministerial working group 
for business registration, said 
the government is currently 
thinking hard to prepare a 
budget to be used immediately 
to support economic activities.

“How much we will spend 
on [Covid-19] we don’t know 
yet,” he said.

The Ministry of Health has 
confirmed that Cambodia has 
a total of 128 Covid-19 patients. 
Of the 125 who have since 
recovered, 71 are foreign 
nationals who received free 
treatment.

‘Our resources are only 
for Cambodian citizens’

New draft law to strengthen 
management of state assets

Foreign travellers are requires to deposit $3,000 for testing, quarantine 
and travelling including covering treatment costs. HealtH Ministry

Cambodia Youth Party head Pich Sros and finance minister Aun Pornmoniroth during the meeting on Tuesday. The objective of the law is to better 
clarify the definition of state assets and reduce the risk of collusion and private overlap of ownership.  Finance Ministry

Indian writing 
contest ponders 
post-virus world
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Long Kimmarita

CITY planners are studying 
flood solutions for some ar-
eas of the capital that flood 
during heavy rains.

environmentalists said the 
reason behind flooding in 
some areas is due to the re-
moval of natural reservoirs in 
the past few years.

Addressing district governors 
and 40 other department di-
rectors at the Council of Minis-
ters on Tuesday, Phnom Penh 
municipal governor Khuong 
Sreng said: “I call on experts to 
rigorously study each canal in 
the city that can handle 50mm 
of rain per second.

“This is an important point 
and I want people to understand 
that we can ensure less than 
50mm but if the rain is more 
than 50mm, we cannot. even 
Bangkok would be flooded.”

The Phnom Penh Municipal 
Administration is concerned 
about the western part of 
Phnom Penh. Despite a lack of 
rain the area faces flooding. He 
said the city could create a new 
master canal to release water.

“We are urging our experts to 
learn more about the issue of 
flooding in the West. We have 
also tasked the director of the 
Water Resources and Public 
Works departments, including 
the Kambol and Por Sen Chey 
district offices to study divert-

ing water from Ang Snuol dis-
trict to the Prek Tnout river.

“There must also be a car-
nal to Boeung Tamok (lake) to 
reduce the flow of water from 
hitting our capital,” Sreng said.

environmental expert Hem 
Oudam told The Post on Tues-
day that the issue of flooding in 
Phnom Penh is not new. In addi-
tion to climate change concerns, 
lakes around Phnom Penh have 
been removed over the years, 
causing the city to flood even if 
there is just a little rain.

Oudam is concerned that city 
officials will have a problem. 
“This [municipal] institution 
must work in collaboration 
with related parties, especially 
the Ministry of Water Resourc-
es and Meteorology and the 
Ministry of environment.

“Solving flood problems re-
quires participation from all of 
us. Continuing to remove natu-
ral reservoirs and climate change 
are factors that cause flooding, 
which is not a new thing.

“The amount of water can 
be more than before. The 
flood problem can be related 
to city management and how 
well we are keeping our natu-
ral reservoirs,” he said.

Oudam said he believes 
that to manage the city wise-
ly, leaders must follow the old 
city blueprint and not new 
development plans, which he 
says conflict.

Governor calls for 
study to alleviate 
flooding in capital

Hun Sen notes iconic Preah 
Vihear temple anniversary
Long Kimmarita

P
RIMe Minister Hun 
Sen on Tuesday 
posted a Facebook 
message commemo-

rating the 58th anniversary 
of the International Court of 
justice’s (ICj) decision that 
the Temple of Preah Vihear le-
gally belonged to Cambodia.

In the post, Hun Sen said: 
“This june 15 is the 58th anni-
versary of when the ICj in The 
Hague, netherlands, ruled in 
Cambodia’s favour against 
Thailand in the Temple of 
Preah Vihear case.”

Hun Sen also recalled that 
the late King Father norodom 
Sihanouk had strenuously 
performed his duty to have 
the temple listed as a unesco 
World Heritage Site, which it 
was on july 7, 2008. 

Cambodian historian 
Sambo Manara told The 
Post on Tuesday that even 
though Cambodia had not 
held a grand ceremony com-
memorating the anniver-
sary, the senior leader’s mes-
sage showed responsibility 
to historical leadership and 
served as a reminder of the 
great work of the late King 
Father, who had demanded 
the temple from Thailand.

Manara said: “usually 
when the leaders post the 
message, it is a show of great 

national pride. This means 
that he highlighted the cer-
emony and places a [high] 
value on ancestors and 
awareness of history.

“It teaches the nation and 
the international community 
that Cambodia received offi-
cial ownership of the Temple 

of Preah Vihear on june 15.”
Manara reminded younger 

generations to strive to learn 
about history. He said he 
spreads history by teaching 
lessons and advising people 
to attend commemorative 
ceremonies every year.

“As a historian, I call on all 

children to heed these national 
values and this pride because 
on june 15, 1962, we thought it 
was finished but it wasn’t.

“On the contrary, in 2008, 
there was also an incident 
[Thai soldiers occupied Cam-
bodian territory], so we need 
to learn all history,” he said.

June 15 is the 58th anniversary of when the ICJ in The Hague, Netherlands, ruled in Cambodia’s favour 
against Thailand in the Temple of Preah Vihear case. HENG CHIVOAN



Voun Dara

THE Royal Academy of Cambodia 
plans to conserve and develop the 
Techo Sen Russey Treb Park into a cul-
tural and historical tourism centre.

Academy president Sok Touch 
broke the news on Tuesday during a 
tree-planting ceremony at the park.

“We want this park to become an 
iconic destination that includes his-
torical and natural tourism, forest 
preservation, and a natural environ-
ment for all types of animals,” Touch 
said, adding that it is expected to be 
a hub for vocational training.

Touch told Kampong Speu and 
Preah Vihear officials and 250 grad-
uate students that the Royal Acad-
emy of Cambodia is not only an 
educational research institution.

“The Royal Academy of Cambodia 
connects theories with actual practice to 
achieve professional results,” he said.

He said the government and citi-
zens must work together to prevent 
destroying natural forests.

“If we destroy the forests now, we 
will not reap the long-term benefits. 
We will get such benefits only if we 
participate in protecting natural for-
ests,” he said. 

The Techo Sen Russey Treb Park is 
home to forests and wild animals and 
was created by a royal decree in 2014.

It has a total area of 11,435sq km 
and is located in the Chheb I and 
Chheb II communes in Preah Vihear 
province.

Five sued for clearing 
land in Oral sanctuary
Soth Koemsoeun

THE director of Kampong Speu’s 
provincial Forestry Administra-
tion and environmental watch-
dog ACNCIPO have sued five 
people in the provincial court 
for allegedly clearing 112ha of 
the Phnom Oral Wildlife Sanc-
tuary in Sre Kin village.

The lawsuit, which was filed 
by ACNCIPO director Chea 
Hean on Monday, named the 
defendants as Soeun Nak, Mork 
Mann, Mork Meth, Khieu Saroe-
un, and Sre Kin Village chief Im 
Sorn. They all live in Sre Kin vil-
lage, Trapaing Chor commune, 
in Oral district.

The complaint states that on 
March 5, ACNCIPO officials 
surveyed the O’Pongro area of 
Sre Kin village and saw the 
men trying to illegally encroach 
on up to 112ha of forest land 
at Trapaing Chor commune.

On June 8, officials asked the 
provincial department of envi-
ronment to seal off and seize 
the land as it is state property.

The complaint said on June 11, 
the environment department 
issued an order directing officials 
to guard the property but they 
were threatened by associates of 
the defendants and barred from 
carrying out their duties.

Hean said on Tuesday that 
Nak, the alleged ringleader, 
had filmed him and had 
brought more than 10 people 
with long sticks and knives to 
threaten him.

“I filed the case against the 
five on charges of criminal con-
duct, including obstructing offi-
cials from doing their jobs and 
illegally clearing forest land”. 

Hean said he is demanding 
legal punishment and 100 mil-
lion riel ($24,000).

Kampong Speu provincial dep-
uty prosecutor Khai Samphors 
said on Tuesday that he had not 
yet received the case file.

Trapaing Chor commune 
chief Tep Nem told The Post on 
Monday that the Phnom Oral 
Wildlife Sanctuary had been 
grabbed by a small group of 
people based in Sre Kin village.

“I have heard from some that 
Sorn urged people to encroach 
on the land and I have told him 
several times not to do so as it is 
state land.

“If he still doesn’t listen, then 
let the environment officials 
handle the matter according to 
their procedures,” Nem said.

Sorn said on Tuesday that 
the accusations against him 
are unfounded.

“I have not been involved with 
the land in that area. I am willing 
to be punished if I am involved 
with the land and let Hean sue. I 
am not afraid to appear in court 
because I do not know those 
people,” he claimed.

Provincial Environment offi-
cial Chou Chandararith said on 
Monday that more than 100ha 
of the Phnom Oral Wildlife 
Sanctuary had been encroached 
upon by villagers. 

Soth Koemsoeun

T
HE Ministry of Edu-
cation, Youth and 
Sport recently pre-
sented the “Sam-

dech Techo Hun Sen” award 
to 18 recipients at schools 
across the country.

The award recognises the 
achievements of highly rat-
ed principals, teachers, and 
schools which implemented 
ideal hygiene standards.

A ministry press release 
received by The Post on 
Tuesday said three princi-
pals from Battambang, Svay 
Rieng and Kampot provinc-
es received the award.

It was given to teachers from 
Kampong Cham, Battambang, 
Kampong Chhnang, Siem 
Reap, Kampot, Pursat, Takeo 
and Prey Veng provinces as 
well as Phnom Penh.

The schools which won the 
award for hygiene standards 
were located in Svay Rieng, 
Oddar Meanchey, Battam-
bang, Kampong Chhnang and 
Kampong Cham provinces.

Ministry spokesman Ros 
Soveacha said on Tuesday that 
the awards are handed out an-
nually to encourage teachers 
and principals to fulfil their 
duty to help society and de-
velop human resources.

He said the committee in 
charge of evaluation had 
consistently, transparently 
and fairly judged teachers in 
Cambodia.

Soveacha said: “Every year, 
we hold events on the occa-

sion of our annual conference. 
But this year, we cannot gath-
er because we need to prevent 
the spread of Covid-19.

“So we distributed them 
on an individual basis. We 
also took the opportunity 
to monitor teachers’ online 
teaching.”

Kampong Cham provincial 

director of the Department of 
Education Ly Mengsan said 
on Tuesday that teachers in 
the province once again re-
ceived more awards than 
teachers from elsewhere.

He said winners in the 
province included three 
general teachers, four 
Khmer teachers and three 

mathematic teachers. “This 
success is a result of their ef-
fort and the efficiency of the 
leadership,” he said.

Norn Dary, a sixth-grade 
teacher at Quach Mengly 
Tuol Beng primary school 
in the province’s Kampong 
Siem district won the best 
teacher award.

“I will continue to do my 
best for Cambodia. Especially 
during this time of Covid-19, I 
have been monitoring my stu-
dents’ studies because learn-
ing from home can be hard.

“Some children avoid 
learning and some are not 
able to study, so I have to en-
courage them,” Dary said.

Ry Sochan

SEVERE low flow periods and extensive 
flooding of different communities along 
the Mekong River last year combined with 
droughts in many parts of the Mekong 
region indicate a rising risk of severe 
weather events, said the Mekong River 
Commission’s (MRC) 2019 annual report 
released on Tuesday.

Increasing regional efforts to provide 
faster and more accurate forecasts for 
floods and droughts are vital in dealing 
with these issues, the report said.

It said the hydro-meteorological moni-
toring network used to collect data from 
the Mekong basin would need to be 
expanded. 

“Floods and droughts have hit our 
region hard lately and require stronger 
regional collaboration.

“The countries along the lower Mekong 
River need to step up their collective 
efforts in addressing the problems facing 
them now and in the future by ensuring 
transparency, quality and timeliness in 
water data sharing.

The MRC Secretariat’s CEO An Pich 
Hatda confirmed that modernising the 
current data systems using advanced 
technology would be necessary.

“Severe droughts in the lower Mekong 
basin have caused substantial economic 
losses due to the damaging of crops, negative 
impacts on the environment, and adverse 
effects on people’s livelihoods,” he said.

Cambodia National Mekong Committee 
(CNMC) secretary-general So Sophort could 
not be reached for comment on Tuesday.

Cambodian Youth Network’s research and 
advocacy programme manager and envi-
ronmental activist Sar Mory told The Post on 
Tuesday that his organisation has requested 
the MRC and countries in the Mekong River 
sub-region to stop building hydro dams 

along the river to maintain its natural flow.
“The countries in the Mekong River 

sub-region should strongly consider 
maintaining and restoring forests because 
the loss of forests contributes to droughts 
and limits the flow of water during the 
rainy season,” he said.

The countries should cooperate with 
the Chinese government, he said, to 
make sure all decisions about the river 
are made transparently and equally 
because it runs through many countries 
and is joint property.

China agreed to continue providing 
water level and rainfall data to the MRC 
during the flood season, starting from 
June 1 until October 31, every year for five 
years, said an MRC press release. 

The MRC approved a 10-year basin 
development strategy to help solve these 
issues on June 4.

Sophort told The Post on June 14 that 
the new strategy is a joint document cre-
ated by Cambodia, Laos, Thailand and 
Vietnam. The countries plan to work 
together to sustainably manage the 
development of the Mekong basin.

“The four countries have worked 
together on regional cooperation for 
development, and the work has to be con-
tinued. As the four countries’ develop-
ment index is growing, pressure on natu-
ral resources is also increasing.

“They need to cooperate better so the 
existing resources are sustainably ensured 
for the long run,” he said. 

Floods and droughts destroyed some 
67,000ha of paddy fields in the Kingdom 
last year, resulting in minimal declines 
to yields and land available for cultiva-
tion, the Ministry of Agriculture report-
ed in February.
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RCA plans 
cultural 
landmark 
in P Vihear

A fisherman on a boat along the Mekong River in Pak Chom district in the northeastern Thai 
province of Loei. afp

Mekong at risk of extreme weather

Teachers recognised with awards

The award recognises the achievements of highly rated principals, teachers, and schools which implemented ideal hygiene standards. supplied
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

ABOuT 50 workers from the 
D&C Mall construction site 
on Street 313 in Tuol Kork 
district’s Boeung Kak II com-
mune in Phnom Penh started 
protesting on Monday and 
are demanding three months 
of unpaid wages from the 
building’s owner.

The site’s worker supervi-
sor Roeun Chan, who joined 
the protest, told The Post on 
Tuesday that workers had 
been patient until they pro-
tested because the owner 
kept postponing their pay-
ment and used the pandemic 
as an excuse.

Chan said: “For the past two 
months, we have continued to 
work even when hungry, be-
lieving the words of the own-
er, who claimed that Covid-19 
had thrown the company into 
a financial crisis.

“The company said it would 
pay workers late but prom-
ised to pay soon. However, it 
has been three months that 
the owner has not given a 
single cent to the company or 
its workers.”

The D&C Mall is 90 per cent 
complete and projected to 
be ready within two or three 
months.

But work has stopped since 
the unpaid employees have 
decided to demand their 
wages, Chan said. 

The workers said they 
would file complaints to local 

authorities and other related 
authorities requesting inter-
vention on their behalf.

The workers’ representa-
tive Tri ey neang told The Post 
their wages ranged from $9 
to $15 per day depending on 
their skill.

employees who work over-
time and on holidays receive 
double wages. 

ey neang said: “Most work-
ers are hungry now because 
the owner of the building 
did not pay the construction 
contractor as promised, so 
the contractor does not have 
money to pay the workers.

“Workers in all departments 
agreed not to work until there 
is a solution regarding their 
overdue salaries,” she said.

The workers started pro-
testing on Monday and con-
tinued on Tuesday.

She said the workers need 
money soon to support their 
families during the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Building site manager Te 
Bun Hour told The Post that 
the building owner did not re-
spond to their request as yet. 

District authorities advised 
the workers to file complaints 
to the district administration, 
and include the contract stat-
ing their daily wages as this 
will help solve the dispute.

Bun Hour said the workers 
also plan on filing a com-
plaint with the Ministry 
of Labour and Vocational 
Training.

D&C Mall workers 
protest unpaid wages

Kingdom, China talk Covid-19
Niem Chheng

A
T A meeting held via 
video conferencing 
on Tuesday, the Cam-
bodia-China Inter-

governmental Coordination 
Committee agreed to combat 
colour revolutions and the 
politicisation of Covid-19, as 
well as cooperate on other 
issues.

Deputy Prime Minister Hor 
namhong and Chinese State 
Councillor and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Wang Yi at-
tended the meeting, which 
included relevant officials.

A joint press release said: 
“Both sides have agreed to 
strengthen experience ex-
changes on state governance 
by exchanging visits of top 
leaders between the two 
countries to protect from and 
combat a colour revolution.

“The Chinese side reiterates 
its stance to support Cam-
bodia’s freedom to choose a 
country development path 
based on its actual situation 
and its efforts to defend integ-
rity, territory, independence 
and social stability.

“The Cambodian side reiter-
ates its stance to adhere to the 
principle of ‘one country, two 
systems’ as well as support 
the resolution of the Chinese 
people’s parliament to create 
a legal system and a national-
level law enforcement mecha-
nism in the Hong Kong Spe-
cial Administrative Region to 
maintain national security.”

namhong and Wang agreed 
to cooperate on the national 
defence sector, negotiations on 
Memorandums of understand-
ing concerning the health sec-
tor, and army development.

Concerning Covid-19, the 
press release said both sides 
would work to combat the 
politicisation of the disease 
and support the World Health 
Organisation.

Cambodia thanked the Chi-
nese side for sending special-
ist doctors, donating medical 
materials to curb the coro-
navirus and helping procure 
raw materials.

Concerning trade, the meet-
ing participants agreed to help 
develop China’s Belt and Road 
Initiative and transform Preah 
Sihanouk province into a multi-
purpose special economic zone.

The two countries will hold 
a trade fair to attract Chinese 
companies to invest in Cam-
bodia with plans to develop 
the agricultural sector, protect 
the environment, and raise 
the people’s living standards.

“The Chinese side will ex-
amine the possibility of giving 
funds to support priority infra-
structure development projects 
in Cambodia, including roads, 
bridges, electrical networks, 
dams and irrigation systems.

“The Chinese side will contin-
ue to support the raising of peo-
ple’s living standards in Cambo-
dia,” the press release said. 

The South China Sea, a sensi-
tive issue in the region, was also 
discussed. The Chinese side said 
it will cooperate with Cambodia 
and other ASeAn countries to 
implement a code of conduct 

regarding the territory.
Kin Phea, the director of the 

Royal Academy of Cambodia’s 
International Relations Insti-
tute noted that the Chinese 
and Cambodian sides have 
always supported each other 
regarding Covid-19.

Phea said he didn’t see any-
thing wrong with Cambodia’s 
support of China’s measures 
in Hong Kong because Hong 
Kong was under the sover-
eignty of China anyway.

Concerning the points about 
a colour revolution, Phea said 
Cambodia should be wary of 
anyone offering assistance 
to the country because they 
could have ulterior motives.

“each country has the right 
to choose its leadership and 
its style of development in re-
sponse to its culture, history and 
the actual situation,” he said.

Former Cambodia national 
Rescue Party (CnRP) law-
maker Ou Chanroth said he 
approved of the two countries 
cooperating closely.

However, he said Cambo-
dia had to maintain its prin-
ciples of neutrality and non-
interference.

“We should adhere to the 
principle of neutrality. Don’t 
make our stance biased to-
wards one side. If it is biased, it 
creates a crisis for our country.

“This includes biases towards 
the communist bloc and China. 
It is doesn’t paint a good picture 
for our country because the 
Kingdom has adopted a multi-
party liberal democracy.”

Deputy Prime Minister Hor Namhong (right) and Chinese State Councillor 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs Wang Yi. information ministry
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Import-export surpasses $11B

equities bounce as uS Fed launches programme

Hin Pisei

T
He value of Cambodia’s total 
imports and exports of goods 
reached $11.160 billion in the first 
four months of this year, said a 

Ministry of economy and Finance report.
The Kingdom exported $4.430 billion 

worth of goods during the period, up 
7.7 per cent year-on-year and imported 
$6.736 billion, up 6.7 per cent, despite 
the reverberating local and global effects 
of the Covid-19 pandemic on economies 
and trade ties.

However, the report noted that the 
growth during the period was much less 
than the jump seen between 2018 and 
last year – 14.3 per cent for exports and 
25.10 per cent for imports. 

It said: “Overall, export earnings have 
maintained good growth despite the 
growing challenges our trade partners 
face due to the global outbreak of the 
Covid-19 disease.”

It cited strong growth in january and Feb-
ruary as the main reason for the increase in 
Cambodian exports and imports in the first 
four months, remarking on the lacklustre 
performance in March and April.

Cambodian exports soared 24 per cent 
year-on-year to $2.563 billion in the first 
two months of this year, according to 
ministry data as reported by local chan-
nel BTV news in April.

The Kingdom imported more than $3.6 
billion worth of goods during the period, 
up 22 per cent over the year-ago period.

Royal Academy of Cambodia econom-
ics researcher Hong Vanak told The Post 
on Tuesday that growth in exports dur-
ing the first four months was largely 
backed by pre-2020 sales orders, made 
before the pandemic.

Large orders are usually made at least 
three months before delivery, resulting 
in a steady supply of goods in the first 
couple of months which gradually lost 
momentum.

“The increase in trade volume in the 
first four months was due to the fact that 
we were in the phase of delivering goods 
that had already been agreed, but then 
the impetus gradually slowed down,” he 
said, adding that demand for food stock-
piles at the time was also high.

Registering a note of pessimism, he 

said further growth beyond the first four 
months would not be possible. exports 
and imports “may see a decrease – there 
will be no more growth”.

Cambodia Rice Federation secretary-
general Lun Yeng told The Post on Tues-
day that rice exports have steadily in-
creased since the beginning of this year.

Cambodia exported 300,252 tonnes 
of rice – equivalent to $210 million – to 
the international market in the first four 
months of the year, up 40.46 per cent 
over the 213,763 tonnes reported in the 
same period last year, he said.

He added that he did not expect any 
signs of risk that rice exports would fall 
during the year.

As the pandemic wanes and countries 
continue to reopen, Cambodian trade 
with its global partners will see a strong 
rebound.

Last week, the ministry predicted that 
the Kingdom’s gross domestic product 
(GDP) would shrink 1.9 per cent this 
year but would recover 3.5 per cent next 
year.

Ministry spokesman Meas Soksensan 
said Cambodia’s economy now relies on 
three key sectors – industry, services and 
agriculture. The Covid-19 crisis is hav-
ing a major impact on the industrial and 

services sectors.
The Kingdom’s total import and ex-

port volume was valued at $36.7 billion 
last year, data from the national Bank of 
Cambodia show.

exports amounted to $14.53 billion 
and imports $22.19 billion, a year-on-
year increase of 12.7 per cent and 18.6 
per cent, respectively.

However, the Kingdom’s trade deficit 
with the rest of the world continued to 
widen last year to $7.66 billion, a 31.6 per 
cent increase compared to 2018.

Cambodia mainly exports garments, 
textiles, footwear, milled rice and bicy-
cles, and imports raw materials for the 
garment and automotive sectors, fuel 
and construction materials.

The uS is the biggest market for Cam-
bodia accounting for 29.6 per cent of the 
Kingdom’s total exports last year.

japan is Cambodia’s second biggest ex-
port destination with 7.7 per cent, followed 
by the Germany at 7.2 per cent, China (6.9 
per cent), and the uK (6.6 per cent).

Cambodian imports were mostly from 
China, which accounted for 43.1 per cent 
of the total in 2019. Thailand is second at 
15.5 per cent, Vietnam (13.6 per cent), 
japan (4.7 per cent) and South Korea (3.4 
per cent).

ASIAn and european equi-
ties shot higher on Tuesday as 
growing fears about a possible 
second wave of infections was 
overshadowed by the uS Fed-
eral Reserve’s (Fed’s) launch of 
a massive programme to sup-
port Main Street businesses hit 
by the virus lockdown.

The rally across the region 
helped wipe out most of the 
losses suffered on Monday fol-
lowing news of a spike in new 
cases in Beijing, Florida, Texas 
and Tokyo, among other places.

Investors were also taking 
heart from reports the uS is 
eyeing a huge infrastructure 
stimulus as well as the easing of 
lockdowns around the world, 
with several european coun-
tries opening their borders and 
British shops trading again.

But the main driver of the 
gains was the Fed’s Main Street 

Lending Program and an emer-
gency lifeline under which the 
Fed will buy up to $750 billion 
in corporate bonds.

The Fed several times in re-
cent weeks was on the verge 
of rolling out the Main Street 
scheme, but held off as it ex-
panded the criteria to reach 
more struggling companies.

The plan is part of a massive 
financial backstop put in place 
by the bank to protect the econ-
omy from the worst of the virus 
crisis. The government has also 
pledged trillions of dollars in 
stimulus support.

The uS Chamber of Com-
merce called it “a lifeline for 
businesses that have been 
disrupted by the health and 
economic consequences of 
Covid-19”.

Fed boss jerome Powell will 
give two days of congressional 

testimony from Tuesday, which 
observers will be following af-
ter he caused ructions on mar-
kets last week with a sobering 
warning about the economic 
outlook.

The announcement saw all 
three main indexes on Wall 
Street reverse early losses to 
end well up, and the gains fil-
tered through to Asia.

Tokyo soared almost five per 
cent, getting an extra boost 
from a Bank of japan move to 
ramp up aid for firms strug-
gling with virus fallout.

Seoul surged more than five 
per cent and Sydney almost 
four per cent, while Hong Kong 
jumped 2.4 per cent and Shang-
hai more than one per cent.

Mumbai, Taipei and Manila 
were also more than one per 
cent up, jakarta 3.2 per cent 
higher and Bangkok 2.5 per 

cent up. Wellington edged up 
0.8 per cent.

London, Paris and Frank-
furt all rose more than two per 
cent.

The Cambodia Securi-
ties exchange index dipped 
0.89 per cent, with all stock 
closing in the red except for 
Taiwanese-owned garment 
manufacturer Grand Twins 
International (Cambodia) Plc 
(GTI), which gained 8.02 per 
cent. Acleda Bank Plc (ABC) 
closed 1.27 per cent lower.

jeffrey Halley, an analyst at 
new York, uS-based Oanda 
Corp, said: “With the Fed-
eral Reserve back in business 
backstopping corporate cred-
it, and printing money to lend 
to companies directly, it was 
immediately back to business-
as-usual for the peak-virus, 
buy everything herd.”

Thou Vireak 

uS-BASeD social media com-
pany Facebook Inc on Monday 
announced that it is launching 
Facebook Shops in Cambodia 
to make it easy for businesses 
to set up a single online store.

Customers will be able to ac-
cess the stores on both Face-
book and Instagram, it said in 
a press release.

Facebook Shops is free and 
simple to use, it said. Busi-
nesses can choose the prod-
ucts they want to feature and 
customise the look and feel of 
their shop with a cover image 
and accent colours that show-
case the brand.

“Across the globe, many small 
businesses are struggling. With 
stores closing more are looking 
to take their business online.

“Facebook Shops aims to 
make shopping seamless and 
empower anyone from a small 
business owner to a global 
brand to use Facebook apps to 
connect with customers. 

“now, people in Cambodia 
can find Facebook Shops on 
a business’ Facebook Page or 
Instagram profile, or discover 
them through stories or ads.

“From there, they can browse 
the full collection, save prod-
ucts they’re interested in and 
place an order on the business’ 
website,” said Facebook.

It highlighted that most peo-
ple in Cambodia use live video 
on Facebook to showcase 
products, from shoe stores 
announcing new sneakers to 
beauty influencers trying on 
different lipsticks.

“now, it’s easier to shop for 
products in real-time and sell-
ers, brands and creators will 
soon be able to tag products 
from their Facebook Shop or 
catalogue before going live and 
those products will be shown 
at the bottom of the video so 
people can easily tap to learn 
more and purchase,” accord-

ing to the release.
The Telecommunication 

Regulator of Cambodia (TRC) 
recently reported that mobile 
internet usage has increased 
with 16.12 million subscribers 
using their mobile phones to 
access online content last year, 
an increase of 18.47 per cent.

The TRC report also noted 
that fixed-mobile phone us-
ers declined by 35 per cent to 
57,438 while fixed-broadband 
internet subscribers grew to 
224,104, a 46 per cent increase.

Ley Sopheap, president of 
the Cambodian e-commerce 
Federation and also the presi-
dent of the Cambodian In-
vestment Federation said on 
Tuesday that local micro, small 
and medium-sized enterprises 
(MSMes) should focus on e-
commerce while the govern-
ment is promoting a business 
registration system on an infor-
mation technology platform.

“This is a great start-up, 
driving people to start small 
businesses online and getting 
people to use e-commerce.

“I would like to encourage 
young people to do digital 
business and I will soon start 
a seminar to disseminate e-
commerce law, consumer pro-
tection law and business reg-
istration through information 
technology,” he said.

Facebook said it is starting 
to test the businesses and will 
roll it out more broadly in the 
coming months. 

“We’re also testing ways to 
make it easier to earn rewards 
with businesses you love by 
enabling you to connect to 
your loyalty programmes, like 
the points programme at your 
local cafe, to your Facebook 
account,” it said.

Facebook says it hopes these 
tools can relieve some of the 
pressure small businesses in 
Cambodia are facing right now 
and help businesses of all sizes 
prepare for the future.

Facebook Shops 
set to streamline 
online business

The Kingdom exported $4.430 billion worth of goods during the first four months of this year, up 
7.7 per cent year-on-year and imported $6.736 billion, up 6.7 per cent. HENG CHIVOAN

Businesses can choose the products they want to feature on their 
Facebook Shop and customise the look and feel of their shop with a 
cover image and accent colours that showcase the brand. AFP



SK launches legal 
team to research 
digital currency

THE Bank of Korea (BoK) on Mon-
day officially launched a legal 
team to help smooth the launch 

of a central bank digital currency 
(CBDC) and cryptocurrencies rolled 
out by central banks.

The formation of the six-member pan-
el – comprising external legal experts, 
lawyers and BoK officials – was a fol-
low-up to the central bank’s announce-
ment in April, when it said it would carry 
out a 22-month pilot programme until 
December next year to examine how to 
operate a CBDC system.

The BoK had maintained a lukewarm 
stance toward the CBDC matter until 
then, even dissolving a special crypto-
currency research team in January last 
year, but its global counterparts’ grow-
ing interest in cryptocurrency nudged 
the central bank to revisit the issue.

It noted at the time that the US and 
Japan – which previously had no plans 
to issue CBDCs “in the near future” – 
changed their stance and now favour 
carrying out more research.

In January, central banks in Canada, 
the UK, Japan, the EU, Sweden and 
Switzerland launched their own 
CBDC research groups. China has 
also displayed signs of interest in 
CBDC development.

The coronavirus pandemic is accelerat-
ing global CBDC development, with more 
and more people turning to contactless 
and cashless payments.

The BoK’s legal team will operate for 
the next 12 months until May next year.

A BoK official said: “The launch aims 
to clarify legal areas concerning the 
BoK’s issuance of cryptocurrency, 
which remains unclear at the mo-
ment.” THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Businessmen paint rosy scenario 
for Kingdom and S Korea post-FTA
Thou Vireak

T
He Cambodia Business As-
sociation is optimistic that 
the South Korean market 
will absorb more Cam-

bodian products after a free trade 
agreement (FTA) is established, as 
officials from both countries pre-
pare for the first round of negotia-
tions next month.

The two countries signed a joint 
feasibility study agreement on a po-
tential FTA in november aiming to 
expand bilateral investment volume.

It was signed by Cambodian Min-
ister of Commerce Pan Sorasak and 
South Korean Minister of Trade, In-
dustry and energy Yoo Myung-hee 
during the two-day Asean-Republic 
of Korea Commemorative Summit in 
the South Korean port city of Busan.

Cambodia Rice Federation secre-
tary-general Lun Yeng told The Post 
on Tuesday that although the King-
dom has yet to export rice to South 
Korea, the start of FTA negotiations 
will pave the way for a new market 
for the Kingdom’s rice sector.

“I think our milled rice will have 
a new destination if both sides are 
open to the free market, and if Korea 
provides a special quota for Cambo-
dian rice exports – somewhere in the 
range of 30,000 to 50,000 tonnes, giv-
en how large the Korean market is.

“even if the Koreans don’t consume 
our rice, some 50,000-60,000 Cambo-
dian workers [there] will,” he said.

Cambodia Chamber of Com-
merce vice-president Lim Heng 

told The Post that the start of FTA 
negotiations was part of the gov-
ernment’s strategy to invigorate the 
Kingdom’s economic growth.

“This is a promising omen. If we 
clinch an FTA with Korea, we will 
draw in more Korean investors to 
set up factories in Cambodia to 
produce goods for export,” he said.

Ministry of Commerce spokes-
man Seang Thai told The Post that 
the two countries had completed 
the joint feasibility study and had 
agreed to go through with the inter-
nal procedures to start negotiations 
next month.

The talks will be held via video 
conferencing due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, he said.

Cambodia has the potential to 
export garments, footwear and 
leather goods as well as agricul-
tural products to the Korean mar-
ket, while it would import products 
such as machinery, computers and 
electronic devices, he said.

In addition, the FTA will encour-
age further investment between 
the two countries, he said.

“The study found that there are 
mutual benefits – we have our 
own respective economic poten-
tial. If we agree a bilateral FTA, the 
strengths of each country will be 
driving catalysts for mutual eco-
nomic growth,” said Thai.

The ministry said there are cur-
rently eight working groups re-

sponsible for studying and nego-
tiating FTAs as well as formulating 
the Kingdom’s FTA strategy.

China is the first country to negoti-
ate an FTA with Cambodia. With the 
third round of talks closing earlier 
this month, the deal is expected to 
be finalised by the end of this year.

Another working group is in pre-
liminary negotiations with the eur-
asian economic union which is 
made up of five member countries 
– Belarus, Armenia, Russia, Kazakh-
stan and Kyrgyzstan.

It released a report on the results 
of its assessment of the potential 
FTA deal in December.

The remaining five working 
groups target FTAs with the uK, the 
uS, japan, Mongolia and India. All 
are currently in preliminary engi-
neering phases.

During a visit to South Korea in 
February, Prime Minister Hun Sen 
said bilateral trade between Cam-
bodia and South Korea reached over 
$1 billion last year, up more than 36 
per cent from $756 million in 2018.

The Kingdom exported $335 mil-
lion in goods and imported $696 
million last year, he said, noting that 
exports to South Korea mostly com-
prised of clothes, shoes, travel goods 
products, beverage, components for 
electronic equipment, rubber, med-
ical and agricultural products.

Meanwhile, he said, Cambodia 
mainly imports vehicles, bever-
ages, electronic equipment, home 
appliances, medical and plastic 
products.

Cambodia Rice Federation secretary-general Lun Yeng says the start of FTA negotiations 
will pave the way for a new market for the Kingdom’s rice sector. HONG MENEA



VIETNAM’S unlisted public 
companies are planning to move 
to the Ho Chi Minh and Hanoi 
stock exchanges to increase 
share liquidity and capital.

Deo Ca Traffic Infrastructure 
Investment JSC (UPCoM: HHV) 
will propose shareholders 
approve a plan to cancel trading 
on the Unlisted Public Com-
pany Market (UPCoM) to list on 
the Ho Chi Minh Stock Exchange 
(HoSE) in June next year.

The company is trading more 
than 227 million shares on the 
UPCoM. The switch will allow 
the company to raise capital, 
thus funding its infrastructure 
investment projects.

Deo Ca Traffic Infrastructure 
Investment is the investor of 
many build-operate-transfer 
(BOT) projects such as Bac 
Giang-Lang Son Highway, Deo 
Ca Tunnel and Phuoc Tuong-
Phu Gia Tunnel. This year, the 
company will need 730 billion 
dong ($31.7 million) to invest 
in the two former projects. 

Last year, the company 
earned 477 and 155 billion 
dong in total revenue and 
profit, respectively. Earnings 

targets for this year are expect-
ed at 1.7 trillion dong worth of 
revenue and 185 billion billion 
worth of profit, up 260 per cent 
and 19 per cent year-on-year.

Equitised Binh Son Refining 
and Petrochemical JSC 
(UPCoM: BSR) has filed to list 
its 3.1 billion shares on the 
Hanoi Stock Exchange (HNX). 
The filing has been received.

The listing will make BSR 
shares more liquid, allowing 
the government to proceed 
with its divestment plan, said 
the board of directors.

Ending the first quarter, BSR 
posted a record loss of 2.35 tril-
lion dong. The company tar-
gets a total output of 5.56 mil-
lion tonnes of products for this 
year – a total revenue of 80.68 
trillion dong and a total post-
tax profit of 1.18 trillion dong.

The post-tax profit for the 
whole year is expected to drop 
nearly 60 per cent year-on-year 
as crude prices are expected to 
trade at $60 per barrel on aver-
age this year. Earnings targets 
can be adjusted upon the 
movement of oil prices.

Other popular names that 

are considering a bourse 
switch included industrial 
park developer Nam Tan 
Uyen JSC (NTC) and some 
lenders like Vietnam Thuong 

Tin Commercial Joint Stock 
Bank (VietBank – VBB), Lien 
Viet Post Joint Stock Commer-
cial Bank (LienVietPostBank 
– LPB) and Kien Long Com-

mercial Joint Stock Bank 
(KienLongBank – KLB).

UPCoM is seen as a transit 
station to encourage unlisted 
companies to trade their 

shares on the Vietnamese 
equity market. This is also the 
secondary option for those 
that are removed from the two 
stock exchanges to keep their 
shares liquidating.

Information and earnings 
quality standards on UPCoM 
are often lower than the two 
exchanges, so the majority of 
stocks are not as attractive to 
investors. Therefore, the mar-
ket liquidity is lower than that 
of the two exchanges.

On Monday, the market index 
UPCoM dropped 0.73 per cent 
to end at 55.54 points with near-
ly 41.5 million shares being 
traded, worth 439 billion dong.

Trading volume and value 
of the HNX were double 
UPCoM’s while those of the 
HoSE were 17 and 52 times 
higher, respectively.

If those firms are qualified 
for HoSE and HNX listing, it 
means they are able to meet 
stricter requirements set by 
the two exchanges, thus 
allowing shares to be more 
active to benefit shareholders 
and investors. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 
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THAILAND’S Charoen Pok-
phand Foods Plc (CPF) has 
announced that it will boost 
the use of renewable energy 
in its operations and promote 
sustainability in line with the 
“circular economy” princi-
ples and the UN’s sustainable 
development goals.

CPF senior vice-president 
for corporate social respon-
sibility and sustainable de-
velopment Wuthichai Sithip-
reedanant said the company 
has adopted the circular 
economy principle to opti-
mise efficiency in the use of 
resources.

He added that CPF has 
been proactively looking for 
solutions to reduce food loss 
and food waste generated in 
its operations as well as boost 
efficiency in the consump-
tion of water and energy. He 
went on to say that CPF is 
also using more renewable 
energy in a bid to reduce its 
greenhouse gas emissions 
and has continuously re-
duced single-use plastic and 
is working on designing eco-
friendly packaging.  

“As a leading food producer, 
CPF places importance on 
safe and eco-friendly pro-
duction,” said Wuthichai. 
“The balance of human life 
is closely linked to the bal-
ance of nature. People cannot 
live in sustainable prosper-
ity without nature’s abundant 
resources. Therefore, we must 
take care of the environment 
as we take care of ourselves.”

He added that CPF want-
ed to join the fight against 
plastic waste by developing 
sustainable plastic packag-
ing. At present, CPF’s plastic 
packages are reusable and 
recyclable.

CPF has also developed 
an effective system of wa-

ter consumption through-
out the production process 
based on the circular econ-
omy principle. For instance, 
CPF has applied the bio-floc 
system to its closed shrimp 
farms in Chanthaburi and 
Rayong provinces, which 
allows natural microbes to 
treat the nitrogen produced 
from shrimp manure. This 
reduces the need to replace 
water in shrimp ponds, lead-
ing to a 70 per cent reduc-
tion in water consumption 
compared to conventional 
shrimp farming.  

The company is further re-
ducing its water footprint by 
using ultra filtration technol-
ogy to filter recycled water, 
which is then used to refill 
shrimp ponds.  

Currently, 26 per cent of 
CPF’s power consumption 
comes from renewable ener-
gy produced from biowaste. 
The company aims to run 
coal-free operations by 2022.  

Meanwhile, CPF has trans-
formed wastewater and ma-
nure in all its swine farms 
into biogas to generate elec-
tricity. This practice has been 
expanded to the company’s 
operations in Cambodia, 
Vietnam, Laos, Malaysia and 
the Philippines.

CPF has also installed solar 
rooftops in 24 feed mills, food-
processing plants, ready-to-
eat production plants and 
distribution centres. The so-
lar rooftops generate 15MW 
worth of electricity and are 
expected to be fully opera-
tional within this year.

The company has also 
joined the Royal Forest De-
partment and local commu-
nities in reforesting 955.36ha 
around Lopburi’s Khao Phra-
ya Doen Tong area. THE NATION 

(THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

CPF adopts ‘circular 
economy’ in bid to 
boost sustainability

SK Biopharmaceuticals eyes 
$790M blockbuster IPO in July
S

EOUL-BASED seizure 
treatment developer 
SK Biopharmaceuti-
cals Co Ltd on Monday 

said it is planning what could 
be South Korea’s biggest ini-
tial public offering (IPO) in 
three years, with hopes to 
raise 959.34 billion won ($790 
million) in fresh funds.

SK Biopharmaceuticals is 
the drug development unit 
of the country’s third-largest 
conglomerate SK.

Its market debut on South 
Korea’s main bourse Kospi 
would mark the largest fund-
raising attempt since Celltrion 
Healthcare Co Ltd’s listing in 
July 2017. The IPO will help it 
enhance its global expansion, 
it said, citing its US launch 
last month of Xcopri, a brand 
name of adult anti-epilepsy 
treatment cenobamate.

The company added ceno-
bamate to its sales line-up that 
mainly comprised sleep disor-
der drug solriamfetol, known 
with its brand name Sunosi.

Unlike solriamfetol, ceno-
bamate will be sold directly in 
the US through the firm’s own 
sales network led by Sebby Bor-
riello, chief commercial officer 
of US subsidiary SK Life Science 
Inc, to maximise its profits.

SK Biopharmaceuticals 
CEO Cho Jeong-woo said 
cenobamate aims to pursue 
a 100 per cent removal of epi-
lepsy patients’ seizures.

According to its prospectus 
for its listing on Kospi, released 
earlier this month, the IPO 
proceeds will be used mainly 
to ramp up the marketing and 
production of cenobamate.

The fresh capital will also 
add fuel to research and de-
velopment of its commercial 
and clinical-stage drugs to 
cure epilipsy, schizophrenia, 
attention deficit hyperactivity 

disorder and rare neurological 
diseases, in its bid to address 
unmet medical needs in the 
US. SK Biopharmaceuticals 
plans to utilise the proceeds 
by next year.

With high anticipation to 
the deal, the share price of SK 
Holdings Co Ltd soared more 
than 12 per cent as of 2pm, on 
Monday. SK Biopharmaceuti-
cals is wholly owned by SK 
Holdings, the holding com-
pany of energy-to-chipmak-
ing conglomerate SK Group.

SK Biopharmaceuticals is 
looking to issue 13.3 million 
new shares and existing 6.3 
million shares owned by par-
ent SK Holdings up for fund-
raising via the IPO.

After its market debut, SK 
Holdings will control 75 per 
cent stake. NH Investment 
& Securities and Citigroup 
Global Market Securities Ko-

rea are lead underwriters of 
the deal, and four more un-
derwriters, including Morgan 
Stanley’s Seoul branch, are 
poised to participate.

The CEO dismissed market 
concerns over the lingering 
Covid-19 impact on the IPO 
drive, saying that the pan-
demic was not critical enough 
to put off the plan.

Cho said: “We made an inter-
nal decision that there was no 
reason to put off our IPO plans.

“No matter how serious the 
coronavirus would be, those 
affected by epilepsy still suf-
fer from seizures.”

Headquartered in Pangyo, a 
technology hub in Gyeonggi 
province’s south, SK Biophar-
maceuticals has presence in 
the US and Shanghai markets.

SK Biopharmaceuticals 
logged a 71.5 billion won net 
loss and a 79.3 billion won 

operating loss last year.
Following a two-month 

hiatus due to the staggering 
coroanvirus impact, South 
Korea’s IPO market is picking 
up speed since last month.

Pharmaceutical contract 
research service provider 
DreamCIS Inc went pub-
lic last month, while stem 
cell therapy firm SCM Life-
Science Co Ltd and screen 
inspection kit maker Lead-
ingEdge Technology Co Ltd 
have wrapped up their IPOs 
for June listing. Diagnostic 
kit maker Gencurix Inc is 
receiving the retail investor 
subscription for its IPO.

Institutional investors’ sub-
scriptions for SK Biopharma-
ceuticals shares are poised to 
take place from Wednesday 
to Thursday to determine the 
size of the IPO. THE KOREA HERALD/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

SK Biopharmaceuticals CEO Cho Jeong-woo said cenobamate aims to pursue a 100 per cent removal of 
epilepsy patients’ seizures. SK BIOPHARMACEUTICALS CO LTD/THE KOREA HERALD

The project investor, Deo Ca Traffic Infrastructure Investment JSC (UPCoM: HHV), is planning to move shares 
from the UPCoM to the HoSE in June next year. DEO CA TRAFFIC INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT JSC/VIET NAM NEWS

VN’s UPCoM-traded firms seek ways for bourse switch
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world
uS top court ruling guards LGBT rights at work
T

He uS Supreme Court de-
livered a landmark victory 
for the gay and transgender 
communities on Monday 

when it ruled that employers cannot 
discriminate against workers be-
cause of their sexual orientation.

In a blow to the administration 
of President Donald Trump, the 
court ruled by six votes to three that 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, which outlaws discrimination 
against employees because of a per-
son’s sex, also covers sexual orienta-
tion and transgender status.

“Today we must decide whether 
someone can be fired simply for be-
ing homosexual or transgender,” the 
court said. “The answer is clear.”

Gerald Bostock, one of the plain-
tiffs, said he was in “shock”.

“But trust me when I say my heart 
is just full, I am so excited and hap-
py,” he said.

“no one has to be fearful going to 
work, fearful that they could lose 
their job because of who they are, 
who they love or how they identify,” 
Bostock said, though he noted there 
was still “a lot of work to be done”.

Trump’s administration had effec-
tively thrown in its lot with employ-
ers, but the president later on Mon-
day called the ruling “very powerful”.

Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgen-
der rights activists, as well as Demo-
cratic politicians and several major 
businesses, had been demanding that 
the court spell out that the communi-
ty was protected by the law.

“This is a huge victory for LGBTQ 
equality,” said james esseks, direc-
tor of the American Civil Liberties 
union’s LGBTQ & HIV Project.

The group uses the longer version 
of the acronym, in which the Q stands 
for “questioning” – as in still explor-
ing one’s sexuality – or “queer”.

“The court has caught up to the ma-
jority of our country, which already 
knows that discriminating against LG-
BTQ people is both unfair and against 
the law,” he said in a statement.

joe Biden, the Democratic nomi-
nee for president, hailed the deci-
sion as “a momentous step forward 
for our country”.

Biden was vice-president when the 
court made its historic ruling in fa-
vour of same sex marriage in 2015.

Rights activists had feared that 
Trump’s appointment of two new con-
servative judges to the top court could 
hinder further wins for their cause.

Yet it was one of them, neil Gor-
such, who wrote the majority deci-
sion, joining with the court’s four 
progressive-leaning judges and 
Chief justice john Roberts.

He said: “An employer who fires 

an individual for being homosexual 
or transgender fires that person for 
traits or actions it would not have 
questioned in members of a differ-
ent sex. Sex plays a necessary and 
undisguisable role in the decision, 
exactly what Title VII forbids.

“Those who adopted the Civil 
Rights Act might not have antici-
pated their work would lead to this 
particular result.

“But the limits of the drafters’ 
imagination supply no reason to ig-

nore the law’s demands.”
Solicitor General noel Francisco, 

representing the government’s po-
sition before the court, argued that 
“sex refers to whether you were born 
woman or man, not your sexual ori-
entation or gender identity”.

He said it was the job of Congress to 
update the law, not the justice system.

The Alliance Defending Freedom, 
a Christian religious freedom group, 
said the court’s decision was “truly 
troubling” and encroached on the 
religious beliefs of employers.

Along with Bostock’s case the court 
considered two others, including that of 
transgender plaintiff Aimee Stephens.

Donna Stephens, the wife of Aimee 
who died last month, hailed her late 
partner’s struggle for justice after 
being sacked by a Detroit funeral 
parlour when she came out.

Stephens said in a statement: “I am 
grateful for this victory to honour the 
legacy of Aimee, and to ensure people 
are treated fairly regardless of their sex-
ual orientation or gender identity.”

Among Democratic leaders hail-
ing the ruling was Pete Buttigieg, the 
former navy officer and mayor who 
became the first openly gay person 
to run for the Democratic presiden-
tial nomination.

“It was only 11 years ago this sum-
mer that I took an oath and accept-
ed a job that I would have lost, if my 
chain of command learned that I 
was gay. Firing us wasn’t just permit-
ted – it was policy,” he said.

Pop superstar Taylor Swift also 
lauded the decision, tweeting: “We 
still have a long way to go to reach 
equality, but this is a beautiful step 
forward.” AFP

Growing elderly patients, 
untraceable cases grip SK
SOuTH KOReA is grappling 
with a growing number of eld-
erly coronavirus patients as well 
as a rise in untraceable cases.

The authorities are worried as 
infections stemming from Seoul-
based health product retailer 
Richway, whose target market is 
the elderly, are spreading.

This is even as they warned 
that the rise in untraceable 
cases could complicate efforts 
to curb the spread of the virus.

Of the 618 cases detected in 
the first two weeks of this 
month, mostly in Seoul and the 
surrounding Gyeonggi prov-
ince, 10.2 per cent had unknown 
transmission routes, said the 
Korea Centres for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (KCDC).

This marked the first time 
that the figure hit double digits. 
It is also double the five per 
cent mark that the health 
authorities had hoped to main-
tain under, to effectively man-
age the outbreak. Anything 
higher could trigger a wider 
chain of infections, they said.

To make things worse, about 
half of all infections are asymp-
tomatic, making them hard to 
detect.

KCDC director jung eun-
kyeong told a press briefing on 

Monday: “As we don’t know who 
is infected or not, everyone 
needs to follow hygiene rules [as 
recommended by the govern-
ment] in their everyday life and 
practise social distancing.”

Once the second-most 
infected country after China, 
where the virus was first 
reported, South Korea has 
managed to flatten the infec-
tion curve with massive test-
ing, aggressive contact tracing, 
and strict social distancing.

However, there are now fears 
of a second wave due to the 
emergence of cluster out-
breaks. The number of daily 
cases hovers around 30 to 50.

The country on Tuesday 
reported 34 new cases, bringing 
the total to 12,155. One more 
death brought the toll to 278.

Minister of Health and Wel-
fare Park neung-hoo said there 
have been 27 cluster outbreaks 
since early last month, when the 
government eased social dis-
tancing rules citing a drop in the 
daily number of cases to below 
50, and the number of untrace-
able cases below five per cent.

He added that the situation 
in the capital area is serious, 
as infections from Richway 
have spread to at least eight 

other places. Richway is a 
door-to-door sales company 
that organises marketing 
events targeting elderly peo-
ple, such as health seminars 
and recreational activities, to 
sell products to them.

The number of cases traced 
back to the cluster has grown to 
169, including 41 who had per-
sonally visited the company.

A 72-year-old man working for 
Richway first tested positive on 
june 2, prompting the authori-
ties to test his 10 co-workers and 
188 people who visited the office 
in Seoul’s Gwanak district from 
May 22 to june 1.

Infections have since spread 
to an interior design company 
(32 cases), a separate door-to-
door sales company (16), an 
english private academy (14), 
a call centre (11), a shelter for 
Chinese migrants (eight) and 
three churches (25).

An employee of Myeong-
seong Housing Co Ltd, the inte-
rior design company, tested 
positive on june 7, after visiting 
Richway on May 30. The virus 
was then transmitted by anoth-
er Myeongseong worker to the 
english private academy she 
attends, leading to 14 infec-
tions there. Another student 

then spread the virus to at least 
two other people who went to 
the same gym as he did.

Health officials are particu-
larly concerned about the Rich-
way cluster as it infected many 
senior citizens - the most vul-
nerable group with the highest 
fatality rate. Data shows that 40 
per cent of new cases con-
firmed from june 7-13 were in 
their 60s or older.

The KCDC has since urged 
the elderly to stop gathering in 
small, cramped rooms without 

windows. If they do, they must 
avoid eating and singing, and 
must wear a face mask and use 
hand sanitiser.

Park said: “Old people tend to 
have weaker immune systems, 
which means the consequences 
of infection can be fatal.”

To contain the recent out-
breaks, which also include a 
cluster linked to Seoul’s clubbing 
district Itaewon and e-com-
merce giant Coupang’s distribu-
tion facility in Bucheon city, strict 
social distancing measures in 

Seoul, Gyeonggi and Incheon 
city have been extended “indef-
initely” as of Friday.

This means that public facil-
ities such as museums and 
libraries would remain closed, 
and will not reopen until the 
number of daily cases go down 
to single digits. entertainment 
facilities such as bars and clubs 
will also remain shut, while 
companies are advised to allow 
flexible work arrangements. THE 

STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

The US Supreme Court on Monday ruled that employers cannot discriminate against workers because of their sexual orientation. AFP

Of the 618 cases detected in the first two weeks of this month, mostly in Seoul and the surrounding Gyeonggi 
province, 10.2 per cent had unknown transmission routes. AFP
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Indonesian military jet fighter 
crashes into residential area
A

T LeAST three hous-
es were damaged af-
ter an Indonesian Air 
Force Hawk 209 jet 

fighter crashed and burned in 
a residential area of Kampar 
regency, Riau, on Monday.

In a statement obtained by 
The Jakarta Post, Air Force 
spokesman Air Commodore 
Fajar Adriyanto confirmed 
that the British-built aircraft, 
registered as TT-0209, had 
departed from Rusmin nurya-
din Air Base in Pekanbaru on 
Monday before crashing about 
4km away in Kubang jaya vil-
lage, Siak Hulu subdistrict.

Fajar said: “The crash oc-
curred at 8:13am when the 
aircraft was about to land 
from its routine drill.”

According to a preliminary 
investigation by the authori-
ties, when the aircraft was ap-
proaching runway 36 of the air-
base, the jet fighter had lost its 
power and fell onto two houses 
in the area, Fajar added. Al-
though the houses were vacant 

at the time of the accident, the 
aircraft was destroyed.

The pilot, First Lieutenant 
Apriyanto, was able to eject 
himself and survived the ac-
cident, Fajar said. Apriyanto 
is being examined at Dr 
Soekirman Air Force Hospital 
in Pekanbaru.

Residents who live at Sia-
lang Indah residential com-
plex around the crash site said 
Apriyanto landed about 500m 
away from the aircraft, while 
his ejection seat fell onto the 
roof of a house, 250m away 
from the aircraft.

“The pilot landed in the 
bushes. He was immediately 
helped by the residents and 
later taken to the ambulance 
with bruises around his face,” 
said Reni, a resident, as quot-
ed by tribunnews.com.

“There were no fatalities in 
the incident,” Fajar said, add-
ing that his institution would 
further investigate it.

Kubang jaya village head 
Tarmizi said he was informed 

of the crash at 7:30am and 
that the accident took place 
behind Siak Hulu 1 state ju-
nior high school.

“It crashed in the residen-
tial area,” he said as quoted 
by kompas.com on Monday.

Before it crashed, some of 
the residents of Kubang jaya 
village said they heard explo-
sions in the sky.

Anto, 43, said he heard them 
twice. 

“They were pretty loud, 
and afterward I saw the air-
craft fell onto the houses and 
burned,” he said as quoted by 
kompas.com.

Rahmat, 60, said he heard 
three explosions, one much 
louder than the others.

At the time of the incident, 
Rahmat and the other resi-
dents ran out of their houses 
immediately after hearing the 
explosions and later found 
that the aircraft had burnt 
down on the ground after 
hitting houses that belong to 
other residents.

The aircraft was one of 34 
Hawk 209 aircraft that were 
purchased by the Indonesian 
Air Force in 1993, making In-
donesia one of the largest us-
ers of this type of military jet.

The accident on Monday oc-
curred days after an Indonesian 
Army Mi-17 helicopter crashed 
in Kendal, Central java. Four 
out of the nine passengers died 
at the location of the crash, 
while five others were taken to 
the hospital for treatment.

The fatalities from the crash 
increased to five after one of 
the survivors died on Sat-
urday. First Lieutenant Vira 
Yudha died after being hospi-
talised for a week at Dr Kari-
adi General Hospital in Sema-
rang, reported kompas.com.

The remaining survivors, on 
the other hand, have shown 
improvement and continue 
to receive treatment at Dr 
Kariadi Hospital and Gatot 
Subroto Army Hospital in ja-
karta. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

FLYInG drones in areas con-
sidered of national defence 
and security importance are 
prohibited, said a newly-issued 
decision by Vietnamese Prime 
Minister nguyen Xuan Phuc.

The decision 18/2020/QD-
TTg stipulates the no-fly and 
restricted flying zones to un-
manned aerial vehicles (uAVs) 
and ultra-light aircraft.

The no-fly zones are na-
tional defence and security 
areas under the management 
and protection of the Minis-
try of Defence and Ministry of 
Public Security.

These include military sta-
tions, areas for deploying 
forces, combat equipment 
and training, warehouses, 
factories, logistic bases, pris-
ons and detention camps of 
the two ministries, and other 
areas related to the national 
security, said the decision.

The distance from the uAVs 
and ultra-light aircrafts to 
the no-fly zones horizontally 
must not be less than 500m at 
any height.

The vehicles are banned 
from flying over working ar-
eas of offices of Party, state, 
national Assembly, govern-
ment, ministries and central-
level agencies, the Vietnam 
Fatherland Front, provincial 
and city-level Party commit-
tees, people’s committees 
and councils, diplomatic and 
consular missions, and inter-
national organisations.

The limit distance horizon-
tally to the areas is no less 
than 200m at any height.

The areas of military and 
civil airports were noted as 
the no-fly zones. The no-fly 
zones extend by 15,000m 
and 5,000m from two sides 
of rectangular shapes of the 
runways at any height.

Airports which have less 
than six civil flights per day 
can flexibly adjust the no-fly 
zones at their discretion.

However, drones and ultra-
light aircrafts will not be allowed 
to fly within the boundaries of 
airports and in the time before 
and after one hour of the air-
planes landing and taking off.

The vehicles can only fly with 
the permissions of military 
flight control and manage-
ment agencies at the airports.

The no-fly zones are also 
the areas within the limits 
of air routes, flight trails and 
corridors that were licensed 
in the airspace of Vietnam, 
the limited scope of air routes 
stated in the Aeronautical In-

formation Publication (AIP) 
Vietnam published by the 
Civil Aviation Administration 
of Vietnam.

Phuc’s decision states that 
in special cases of national 
defence and security or at 
the requests of ministries, 
branches and localities to 
ensure flight safety and so-
cial order, the Ministry of De-
fence shall decide to tempo-
rarily prohibit from flying to 
unmanned aircrafts in one or 
some areas. The decision will 
take effect immediately.

The prime minister’s deci-
sion also regulates restricted 
flying zones to drones and 
ultra-light flying vehicles in-
cluding airspace over 120m 
above the terrain (excluding 
airspace of the above-men-
tioned no-fly zones), crowded 
areas and the border areas.

The limited distance in 
the land border with China 
is 25,000m from border line 
to the land of Vietnam at all 
heights while the limited dis-
tance in land border between 
Vietnam and Cambodia and 
Laos is 10,000m.

The limited distances are 
3,000m in width and 5,000m 
in length from the no-fly 
zones at airports having mili-
tary and civil flights. And the 
heights are less than 1,200m 
above the terrain.

The organisations of flights 
of drones and ultra-light air-
crafts in restricted flying ar-
eas must meet requirements 
of flight licensing authorities, 
said the decision.

In Cambodia’s south, Viet-
nam borders Kampot prov-
ince’s Banteay Meas and Kam-
pong Trach districts; Takeo 
province’s Kiri Vong, Koh An-
det and Borei Cholsar districts; 
Kandal province’s Koh Thom 
and Loeuk Dek districts.

It also borders Prey Veng 
province’s Peam Chor, Preah 
Sdech, Kampong Trabek and 
Kamchay Mear districts; and 
Svay Rieng province’s Svay 
Chrum, Kampong Ro, Chant-
rea, Svay Teap, Romduol and 
Romeas Hek districts and 
Bavet town.

In Cambodia’s east, it bor-
ders Tbong Khmum province’s 
Ponhea Kraek and Memot dis-
tricts; Kratie province’s Snuol 
district; Mondulkiri province’s 
Keo Seima, O’Raing, Pech 
Chreada and Koh nhek dis-
tricts; and Ratanakkiri prov-
ince’s O’Yadav, Andong Meas, 
Taveng and Veun Sai districts. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

THe Lao government has pro-
mulgated a prime ministerial 
decree designed to promote 
unity among the nation’s di-
verse ethnic groups.

The Lao national Gazette, 
a government website which 
posts information concern-
ing legislation, last week 
published the Prime Ministe-
rial Decree on ethnic Groups, 
which provides officials with 
guidelines for the regulation 
of ethnic groups.

under the decree, which 
Prime Minister Thongloun 
Sisoulith endorsed on March 
30, individuals and all types of 
organisations, in both the public 
and private sectors, are encour-
aged to engage in the affairs of 
the country’s ethnic groups.

The decree states that eth-
nic groups must be governed 
using principles that ensure 
unity and equality. Besides, 

all ethnic groups should be 
permitted to practise their 
special customs and tradi-
tions under the country’s 
Constitution and laws.

The decree bans all forms of 
discrimination against ethnic 
groups while calling for all 
ethnic groups to be provided 
with equal opportunities for 
development and participa-
tion in national protection 
and development.

To build unity among eth-
nic groups, the government 
has specified 12 policies, 
including the expansion of 
infrastructure in rural areas. 
This is aimed at enabling eth-
nic communities in remote 
areas to more easily access 
state services and develop-
ment opportunities.

under the policy, the govern-
ment will support the develop-
ment of educational facilities 

in rural areas and children 
from low-income families will 
have the opportunity to attend 
school free of charge, especial-
ly vocational schools.

Concerning the provision of 
health care for ethnic groups, 
it is the government’s policy 
to provide poor families with 
free health care.

In particular, hospital treat-
ment for children under the 
age of five will be provided 
free of charge.

While all ethnic groups are 
allowed and encouraged to 
maintain their cultural practic-
es, it is the state’s policy to end 
the practice of traditions that 
hinder the social advancement 
of certain ethnic groups.

In this regard, the government 
encourages ethnic groups to 
use their cultural practices and 
communities to attract tourists, 
as a means to generate income 

and alleviate poverty.
It also encourages them 

to use natural resources in 
sustainable ways, which it 
believes can be achieved by 
people having permanent 
jobs and regular incomes.

It aims to provide them with 
easier access to legal services 
and ensure they are familiar 
with the country’s laws, as 
deeper knowledge of legisla-
tion will enable them to pro-
tect their legitimate interests.

People from the various 
ethnic groups are encouraged 
to become civil servants and 
the government gives them 
opportunities to play a part in 
public administration.

Laos has a complex mosaic 
of ethnic groups which include 
Mon-Khmer peoples such as 
the Bru, Kuy, ngeq, Phong, 
Souei and Ta’Oi. VIENTIANE TIMES/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vietnamese PM Phuc 
sets no-fly, restricted 
zones for drones

Lao decree set to unite ethnic groups

The limited distance in the land border with China is 25,000m from border 
line to the land of Vietnam at all heights, while the limited distance in land 
border between Vietnam and Cambodia and Laos is 10,000m. PIXABAY

An Indonesian Air Force Hawk 209 jet fighter crashes in a residential area of Kampar regency, Riau, on Monday. ANTARA/THE JAKARTA POST
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‘W
HeRe is Brad Adams? 
Where is the so-
called Human Rights 
Watch? Where are 

you now? Why are you not saying 
anything?’ 

This is how Prime Minister Hun 
Sen began his june 1 attack on me 
and Human Rights Watch (HRW), the 
global human rights organisation 
where I’ve been Asia director for 18 
years. Hun Sen suggested HRW had 
remained silent about the killing of 
George Floyd, a black man who died 
at the hands of the police in the uS.  

This kind of personal attack was 
nothing new. Hun Sen has frequently 
attacked me for the work of Human 
Rights Watch. Government officials 
have called me a Khmer Rouge sup-
porter and a CIA agent – anything to 
deflect from the facts I and my col-
leagues present.

But I am pleased to answer Hun 
Sen’s questions. I am in California. 
Along with many of my colleagues, I 
have been marching with thousands 
of others in peaceful protests against 
police violence and in support of 
#BlackLivesMatter. It has been heart-
warming and encouraging to see so 
many people in the uS and around 
the world willing to protest injustice 
in the era of Covid-19. It has also 
been depressing to witness police 
abuse against protesters. My son and 
I were teargassed by the Oakland 
police at a demonstration. 

“Where is Human Rights Watch?” 
We’ve been speaking at the top of our 
lungs, calling for justice and account-
ability, as we do around the world. 
Here’s a small sample: a news release 
on the protests and the need to 
address structural racism; one on 
deployments of immigration and 
border patrol officers; and a video on 
the George Floyd killing and protests. 
We have strongly criticised the 
Trump administration for its reckless 
use of helicopters to break up pro-
tests in Washington, DC. Last week, 
we released a major report on the 
1921 Tulsa Race Massacre in Oklaho-
ma, which calls for reparations for 
survivors and their descendants and 
the broader black community. 

If Hun Sen really believes, as he 
said on june 1, that we operate on 
“double standards”, he and the gov-
ernment officials who echoe his 
rhetoric should simply visit our 
website to read about our work on 
rights issues in the uS. Among other 
things, they would see that we have 
been among the loudest voices call-
ing for the closure of the horrific 
detention camp at Guantanamo 
Bay. We have done a massive 

amount of work opposing uS immi-
gration policy, including strongly 
criticising the Trump administra-
tion’s separation of children from 
their parents. Most recently, we filed 
a complaint for knowingly sending 
asylum seekers from Latin America 
to await their asylum hearing in 
dangerous cities in Mexico where 
they are routinely targeted by crimi-
nal organisations.  

Many Cambodians have appreciat-
ed our efforts to stop the uS policy of 
deporting residents of Cambodian 

nationality for minor crimes. Many of 
them grew up in the uS, do not speak 
Khmer, and have been cruelly sepa-
rated from spouses, parents and chil-
dren. We appreciate that the Cambo-
dian government has welcomed them 
back and would be happy to work 
with it to reverse this policy. 

To make clear our commitment to 
the universal nature of human rights 
and to show that we don’t play 
favourites, we have more people 
working on the human rights situa-

tion in the uS than in any other 
country, even though many countries 
have far fewer freedoms and far more 
serious and routine rights violations. 

I have been protesting racial and 
other injustice in the uS since I was a 
university student. Before moving to 
Cambodia, I spent five years as a 
legal aid lawyer defending the right 
to housing and food for minority and 
poor communities. While former uS 
President Ronald Reagan was sup-
porting the Khmer Rouge in the 
1980s, I participated in many protests 

against uS foreign policy, including 
uS support for the Contra rebels 
against the nicaraguan government. 
I marched against the uS invasions 
of Iraq in 1991 and 2003. I’ve been 
gassed, clubbed and beaten at vari-
ous times alongside others who 
peacefully opposed immoral or ille-
gal policies.

During the five years I worked in 
Cambodia (1993-98) I watched in 
admiration as Cambodian human 
rights activists, journalists, trade 

union members, and citizens took 
huge risks to stand up for their rights 
and those of others. 

One of the people I most admired 
when I lived in Cambodia was Chim 
Chan Sastra. Sastra spent his child-
hood in a Thai refugee camp. When 
he finally returned to Cambodia, he 
worked with me at the un human 
rights office in Phnom Penh. Sastra 
was a smart, committed idealist. But 
by 1995 he was so fed up with the 
then-coalition government that he 
decided to leave, hoping he could 
make a bigger difference by joining 
the un mission deployed after the 
genocide in Rwanda. In a cruel irony, 
a young man who had survived the 
genocide in Cambodia was murdered 
in 1997 by Hutu genocidaires half a 
world away, leaving behind a wife 
and three children. 

I still have a photo of a smiling Sas-
tra that I keep in my desk drawer. It is 
people like Sastra who have helped 
the world make halting progress over 
centuries. It is the willingness, dis-
played by protesters all over the 
world right now, to risk their own 
safety and wellbeing who force 
change on leaders and political sys-
tems. It is through this kind of non-
violent struggle that genuine democ-
racies are created and sustained. 

The author is Asia director at Human Rights 
Watch.

Opinion
Brad Adams

On the streets marching for justice 

Demonstrators from various faith groups attend a ‘Sit Out the Curfew’ protest against the death of George Floyd who died on May 25 in 
Minneapolis while in police custody, along a street in Oakland, California, on June 3. afp

we’ve been speaking at the top 
of our lungs, calling for justice 
and accountability, as we do 

around the world



Santa Cruz Island park rangers suspect Diego is the patriarch of at least 40 per cent of his species’ population. AFP

DIEGO the giant Galapagos tortoise, 
whose tireless efforts are credited with 
almost single-handedly saving his 
once-threatened species, was put out 
to pasture on Monday on his native 
island after decades of breeding in cap-
tivity, said Ecuador’s Minister of Envi-
ronment Paulo Proano.

Diego was shipped out from the Gala-
pagos National Park’s breeding pro-
gramme on Santa Cruz to remote and 
uninhabited Espanola.

“We are closing an important chap-
ter” in the management of the park, 
Proano said on Twitter, adding that 25 
tortoises including the prolific Diego, 
“are going back home after decades of 
reproducing in captivity and saving 
their species from extinction”.

Espanola welcomed them “with open 
arms”, he said.

Before being taken back by boat to 
Espanola, the 100-year-old Diego and 
the other tortoises had to undergo a 
quarantine period to avoid them car-
rying seeds from plants that are not 
native to the island.

Diego weighs about 80kg, is nearly 
90cm long and 1.5m tall, if he really 
stretches his legs and neck.

Diego’s contribution to the pro-
gramme on Santa Cruz Island was par-
ticularly noteworthy, with park rangers 
believing him responsible for being the 
patriarch of at least 40 per cent of the 
2,000-tortoise population.

Around 50 years ago, there were only 
two males and 12 females of Diego’s 
species alive on Espanola, and they 
were too spread out to reproduce.

Diego was brought in from Califor-
nia’s San Diego Zoo to join the breeding 
programme which was set up in the 
mid-1960s to save his species, Chelo-
noidis hoodensis.

The National Park believes he was 
taken from the Galapagos in the first 
half of the 20th century by a scien-
tific expedition.

Ecuador’s Galapagos Islands, locat-
ed in the Pacific Ocean, were made 
famous by 19th Century English nat-
uralist Charles Darwin’s studies of 
their breathtaking biodiversity. AFP
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Pandemic pushes japan geisha to get online
jAPANESE geisha “Cha-

cha” sits on her knees 
with her fingertips neat-
ly placed on the wooden 

floor, gracefully bowing to 
an audience sitting not in 
front of her but miles away, 
watching online.

Beneath spotlights, the 
graceful 32-year-old geisha 
performs a traditional dance, 
moving like a butterfly and 
artfully unfolding and flutter-
ing her fan.

The audience would usually 
be a group of older, wealthy 
men, watching appreciatively 
inside a traditional parlour 
lined with woven tatami mats.

But today, Chacha’s audi-
ence is looking back at her 
from a computer screen, and 
ranges from a young woman 
with a glass of wine in her 
hand to a family with several 
curious children.

“How have you been at 
home?” asks Chacha, ad-

dressing her audience.
“I was playing Animal Cross-

ing all the time during the state 
of emergency!” she added.

While japan has been 
spared the worst of the coro-
navirus outbreak, a state of 
emergency was declared dur-
ing a spike in cases and the 
pandemic has nixed most 
forms of nightlife, including 
geisha parties.

Despite Western misconcep-
tions, geishas are not prosti-
tutes, but rather entertainers 
and raconteurs highly skilled in 
traditional japanese dance, mu-
sical instruments and games.

Almost everything in the 
repertoire of these performers 
– from singing and dancing 
in small enclosed spaces, to 
entertaining customers with 
witty conversation and deli-
cately pouring sake in a cus-
tomer’s cup – is at odds with 
the social distancing rules of 
the coronavirus pandemic.

‘Meet Geisha’
That has been devastating 

for geisha like Chacha, who has 
seen her salary evaporate and is 
eagerly awaiting the arrival of 
government stimulus funds.

“usually we are very busy 
in April, May and june,” she 
said. “But this year, we have 
no parties, zero.”

That’s where the online ser-
vice has come in.

It grew from a project called 
“Meet Geisha” – initially 
conceived as a way to bring 
groups of tourists to see gei-
sha perform on stage in a 
more relaxed and less intimi-
dating environment.

Launched last year by an IT 
firm, it was supposed to capi-
talise on an influx of tourists, 
including those coming for 
the Tokyo 2020 Olympics.

But with the coronavirus pan-
demic forcing the postpone-
ment of the Games and shutting 

down international travel, the 
firm looked at other options.

They approached the gei-
sha community in Hakone, 
around 80km southwest of 
Tokyo, about an online op-
tion, said project manager 
Tamaki Nishimura.

“They are up for new chal-
lenges, not necessarily bound 
by traditional styles,” she said.

While geisha culture is 
strongly associated with the 
city of Kyoto, communities exist 
throughout japan, with about 
150 active geisha in Hakone.

Nishimura said: “If it weren’t 
for the geishas in Hakone, I 
wouldn’t probably have gotten 
a yes for the online service.”

New audiences
Chacha admits she was ini-

tially confused by the idea – 
she doesn’t own a computer, 
just an iPad, and says she has 
no idea how to even switch 

one on.
“I had a big question mark 

in my head,” she laughed.
But with Nishimura’s help 

to organise the technical 
side, Chacha and a handful of 
other geisha are now able to 
offer their traditional arts in 
the most modern of formats – 
Zoom calls.

The online sessions offer in-
come, but also a way to broad-
en the audience for geisha.

Nishimura said: “One objec-
tive of this service is to reach 
out to new, younger customer 
groups because the price is 
set at the cheaper end.

“Once we had a group of 
eight young people in South 
Korea who bought this ser-
vice as a birthday present for 
one of them. That was a way 
of enjoying this that went be-
yond what we had expected.”

Michiko Maeda, 65, one of 
Chacha’s online female guests, 

said the new format had en-
couraged her to experience 
the traditional entertainment.

“I think many people feel that 
geisha entertainment is not re-
ally for women,” she said.

“But once you know women 
can also enjoy it, initially on-
line, I think more of us will 
go and visit Hakone geisha 
parlours. Right, everyone?” 
said Maeda, as other female 
guests nodded in agreement 
on the split screen.

Chacha acknowledges the 
new technology “allows peo-
ple overseas and those who 
cannot physically visit Ha-
kone to meet me”.

But she is hoping for a re-
turn to tradition when the 
rules allow.

“Someday I want them to 
come here, see our perfor-
mance live and interact with 
us for real. That is what I truly 
wish for.” AFP

Giant tortoise Diego, a hero to his species, arrives home

Chacha’s audiences range from a young woman with a glass of wine in 
her hand to a family with several curious children. AFP

Chacha (left), preparing for an online drinking party with “Meet Geisha” project manager Tamaki Nishimura. AFP
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Aboriginal 
Australian 
musicians 
find new fans 
A

BORIGInAL musi-
cian Andrew Gur-
ruwiwi usually 
performs for a few 

hundred people in Australia’s 
remote far north. But during 
the virus shutdown his audi-
ence has swelled to nearly 
120,000 around the world.

Gurruwiwi’s eponymous 
band is the breakout success 
of a series of concerts being 
broadcast online while the 
coronavirus pandemic has 
seen Australia’s indigenous 
communities tightly sealed 
off from the rest of the coun-
try over health concerns.

“east Arnhem Live” featured 
Gurruwiwi performing a 20-
minute set against a backdrop 
of exposed red-and-white 
bluffs and the setting sun.

“All this coronavirus that’s 
been happening here [means] 
no shows, no music, no any-
thing,” said the artist, adding 
that the shows were launched 
to “make people happy”.

Musicians around the world 
have migrated online after 
Covid-19 forced venues to close.

But organisers in Arnhem 
Land say the response to vir-
tual performances from the 
isolated corner of Austra-
lia’s northern Territory has 
far surpassed expectations, 
reaching tens of thousands 
of fans weekly who otherwise 
may never have engaged with 
the local Yolngu culture.

Yolngu Radio’s nicholas 
O’Riley said: “It was sort of 

hard to comprehend that we 
could . . . get so many hits and 
so many people into it. And 
we’ve had pretty solid num-
bers the whole way through.

“It’s incredible to watch 
when we do the livestream on 
the Saturday nights, and peo-
ple commenting on where 
they’re watching from, from 
right around the world and 
from all around Australia.”

Viewers from Spain to Can-
berra have posted comments.

Exposure, incomes
O’Riley said east Arnhem 

Live was originally designed 
as a four-concert series to help 
keep the local 10,000-strong 
community digitally connected 
during the pandemic, but was 
later expanded to nine events 
as the shutdown dragged on.

Gurruwiwi’s band sings in 
both english and their na-
tive Yolngu, which he says of-
fers an opportunity to spread 
messages about his people’s 
suffering at the hands of colo-
nisers to younger Aboriginal 
people still learning the his-
tory as well as new audiences 
from as far afield as France, 
Germany, and the uS.

He said: “To me, some balan-
da [outsiders] don’t understand 
. . . [what] Yolngu has been going 
through all those years ago.

“So the world wants to know 
about our story, we share our 
story and knowledge about 
[the] Yolngu people from Arn-
hem Land.”

The Andrew Gurruwiwi 
Band is one of eight acts that 
has played the concert series 
to date – the finale this Satur-
day features internationally 
successful band Yothu Yindi 
– with the performances not 
only offering exposure but 
also an income stream after 
local festivals were cancelled.

Close-ups of the artists 
playing are interspersed 
with drone footage of spar-
kling green-blue seas meet-
ing white sand beaches and 

craggy red cliffs topped with 
thickets of trees – doubling as 
a tourism campaign for the 
picturesque region.

Local tourism officer Ryley 
Heap said he hoped the con-
certs would attract a new wave 
of visitors once travel resumes.

He said: “The region in gen-
eral is quite unknown, and 
as unknown as it is, it’s also 
untouched – it’s pristine here, 
it’s absolutely spectacular.

“We certainly would like 
to showcase it more, and we 

have done that through the 
performances, so hopefully 
there is a flow-on effect.”

Gurruwiwi has post-lock-
down plans of his own, hop-
ing to eventually perform live 
in front of crowds as big as his 
digital following.

He said: “100,000 would 
be [the] best. I’d like to make 
a concert somewhere, with 
thousands [of] people to 
watch and listen to my music, 
just give them understanding 
of my story.” AFP

Band Yothu Yindi performing online on Bremer Island in the Northern Territory. DEVELOPING EAST ARNHEM LTD/AFP

Djakapurra Munyarryun (left) and Malngay Yunupingu performing in Arnham Land. DEVELOPING EAST ARNHEM LTD/AFP

Akhtar Imam with one of his elephants at Murgia Chai village, in Janipur near Patna. AFP

Truncated will: India landowner gives land to elephants

Israeli   
scientists 
use plants 
for power

An IndIAn landowner has willed most of 
his land to two elephants he said saved his 
life from gun-toting criminals, a decision 
that has upset his wife and children.

Akhtar Imam, from a village in the 
eastern state of Bihar, said he changed 
his will to bequeath 2.5ha to gentle 
giants Moti (pearl) and Rani (queen).

“I simply don’t want hardship for my 
Moti and Rani, who are no less my fam-
ily,” Imam, 50, said as his bathed the 
pachyderms on a swelteringly hot day.

“I don’t want my elephants to face the fate 
of orphaned or abandoned captive ele-
phants who die on the streets or in desert-
ed fields due to lack of proper care.”

Imam, who runs a wildlife trust, raised 
Moti, aged 20, and Rani, aged 15, from 
when they were born to another domes-
ticated jumbo that has since died.

each elephant has two staff looking 
after them day and night, and roam his 
property freely.

He said his love for the pair grew even 
more when they saved him from “gun-
carrying criminals” who he said tried to 
kill him last year while he slept.

“When I opened my door to see why the 
elephants were trumpeting, I saw they 
were chasing criminals nearby,” he said.

“I am alive due to my elephants who 
had worked like bodyguards to me.”

Imam said he would also bequeath a 

smaller amount of land and his house 
to his wife and children, but they weren’t 
entirely happy.

“They don’t understand that the ele-
phants are not a showpiece for me . . . 
My relationship with elephants is life-
long. We love each other.”

He added: “Human greed is endless, 
even if you give them the whole world 
it’s not enough.”

His wife and children declined to 
speak to AFP.

Imam’s gesture came as controversy 
raged in India over the recent death of 
a pregnant elephant after eating fruit 
laced with explosives in the southern 
state of Kerala.

Asian elephants – Elephas maximus 
– used to roam across most of Asia, but 
are today restricted to 15 per cent of 
their original range.

The species is listed as endangered on 
the International union for the Conser-
vation of nature Red List.

Of the 45,000 remaining, about a third 
live in captivity. Some Asian elephants 
live well into their 70s.

Between 400 and 600 of them are 
believed to remain in Cambodia and are 
concentrated mainly in the Cardamom 
Mountains in the southwest of the 
country and the eastern plains of Mon-
dulkiri province. AFP

ISRAeLI scientists say they 
have produced hydrogen from 
plants in a development that 
they hope could eventually 
lead to using vegetation to 
produce electricity.

The discovery was made by 
using microscopic algae, an 
aquatic plant, in research car-
ried out at a Tel Aviv univer-
sity laboratory.

“To link a device to electric-
ity, you just have to connect to 
a power point. In the case of a 
plant, we didn’t know where to 
connect,” said Iftach Yacoby, 
who heads the university’s 
renewable energy laboratory.

Researchers planted an 
enzyme into samples of the 
algae and observed it produc-
ing hydrogen, a source of 
energy already used to fuel 
vehicles.

during a laboratory visit, 
Yacoby said: “We didn’t know 
if this would work but we 
believed that it had poten-
tial.”

Findings of the study, a col-
laborative project with Kevin 
Redding at the university of 
Arizona, were published in 
April in the Energy & Environ-
mental Science journal.

Yacoby said: “From the 
moment we found how to use 
plants to produce a source of 
energy, the options were 
open.”

The nascent research shows 
that plants have the potential 
to produce electricity, he said, 
while cautioning it will take up 
to 20 years for the world to 
benefit from the findings.

“There are lots of things that 
we can consider doing thanks 
to the results of our research. 
The future will tell us what will 
come of it,” he said. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Throws a party
  6 Army outpost
 10 ___ erectus
 14 Give permission 
 15 The third man?
 16 German auto make
 17 Woody vine
 18 Writer Ephron
 19 Tiny complaints
 20 Affectionate
 22 Continental cash
 23 Seabird
 24 Earlier form of a word
 26 Bullock of “Gravity”
 30 Hardly vibrant
 31 Alto woodwind
 32 Mongolian desert
 35 Having two parts
 39 Ballerina painter Edgar
 41 Blood-pressure raiser
 42 Hair net
 43 It’s one for the books
 44 Carpenter’s strip
 46 Backup cause
 47 Covetous feeling
 49 “Make yourself ___”

 51 Biblical body of water
 54 Fete
 56 Got down
 57 Affectionate pet name
 63 Trattoria drink
 64 Do a number
 65 Home in Nome
 66 Tree of Life site
 67 Prefix for the opposed
 68 Bridge pad
 69 Arid
 70 “Lady Sings the Blues” star Diana
 71 Bucolic writings (var.)
DOWN
  1 Mess place
  2 Musical miscellany
  3 Austerlitz native, e.g.
  4 Answering machine signal
  5 One with a convincing argument
  6 Church law
  7 In excess of
  8 “___ words cannot express ...”
  9 One in the game
 10 Term of endearment
 11 Drug once smoked in dens
 12 Subway, in many places
 13 “Maximus to Gloucester” poet 

Charles
 21 Pull along
 25 Playpen crowd
 26 Rolls out a lawn
 27 Aid partner
 28 Cape Canaveral cancellation
 29 Darling
 30 Eating regimen
 33 Grease-filled
 34 Supporter of women?
 36 It’s played in chukkers
 37 Weaver’s tool
 38 Border
 40 Word in a New Year’s tune
 45 Come to a standstill
 48 College in Poughkeepsie
 50 Destination of the Bounty
 51 Highly successful reviews
 52 Have “nothin’” to say, e.g.
 53 Where hash is slung
 54 Door sign at a saloon
 55 Breastplate of Zeus
 58 Skid row radio station?
 59 “Oh, snap!” of old
 60 Friend in battle
 61 Bagel alternative
 62 Dolls, race car sets, etc.

“JUST KISS ME, ALREADY” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution

Lifestyle

Israeli firm monitors 
sewers in fight against 
Covid-19 pandemic
A

n IsrAelI company 
is monitoring coro-
navirus traces in a 
coastal city’s sewers 

and hopes to deploy its tech-
nology more widely to pro-
vide early warning of future 
concentrations of the respira-
tory disease.

Ari Goldfarb saw a unique 
opportunity to test the limits of 
underground technology de-
veloped by his firm when coro-
navirus patients were moved 
into a hotel in Ashkelon taken 
over by the government.

He said “when this Covid-19 
pandemic came, it was clear to 
us that we can use this system, 
or this knowledge, to give a 
better insight” into the virus.

Fixated by wastewater since 
seeing raw sewage streaming 
into the sea while surfing as 
a teenager, Goldfarb founded 
the firm Kando environmen-
tal services ltd initially to 
pinpoint industrial waste in 
the city’s labyrinthine munic-
ipal sewage system.

eight years on, the company’s 
network of sensors, auto-sam-
plers and controllers placed 
under manholes in Ashkelon 
are tracing coronavirus.

last month, Kando partnered 
with scientists and mathemati-
cians in Israel, europe and the 
us to embark on a month-long 
pilot to determine the accuracy 
of their technology.

The findings, said Goldfarb, 
conformed with the health 
ministry’s data showing the 
breadth and the near-exact 
location of confirmed virus 
carriers, including the hotel 
used by patients.

“We’re the only one who can 
tell where the outbreak is and 
how big the outbreak is in the 
city,” he said.

sewage has also been tested 
in cities like Melbourne, Par-
is, Tokyo, Amsterdam, Valen-
cia and the us state of Mas-
sachusetts – although mostly 
on a small scale and without 
precision.

Kando’s manhole sen-

sors can measure the flow of 
wastewater and how far it has 
travelled, using algorithms to 
determine the best moment to 
automatically collect samples.

They are then analysed at a 
number of laboratories, with 
the findings instructing the 
firm on the direction to follow 
within the sewage system’s 
pipes to reach the source of 
the virus, said Goldfarb.

scientists around the world 
have already detected Covid-19 
in patients’ stools within sewage 
systems, but can only provide a 
general reading of the presence 
of the virus in a community.

Kando’s technology can go 
further, said Goldfarb, by giving 
a more precise location of an 
outbreak, potentially helping 
authorities control diseases.

Israel, with a population of 
around nine million, has con-
firmed over 19,300 coronavi-

rus cases and 302 deaths from 
the respiratory disease.

Its relaxation of stay-at-
home orders and reopening 
of schools have led to a rise in 
cases in the past few weeks, 
raising fears of a second wave 
of infections.

Potential economic benefits 
With many coronavirus 

cases being asymptomatic, 
broad wastewater checks 
could pin down the virus be-
fore it spreads widely.

Goldfarb said the technol-
ogy can detect the virus “in 
the sewage [of] asymptomat-
ic people, so we know about a 
new outbreak before it really 
happens”.

Kando’s technology already 
proved successful in helping 
authorities contain a 2013 
polio outbreak in the south-
ern town of Hura, he said.

some of the samples are 
tested at Ben Gurion univer-
sity in the southern Israeli 
city of Beersheba, where re-
searcher Karin Yaniv inserted 
a tray of samples gleaned 
from sewage into a machine.

The adjacent computer 
screen lit up with lines indi-
cating the presence of Covid-
19 in the samples.

Although Yaniv saw “chal-
lenges going through the raw 
sewage”, due to the amount 
of other materials, she was 
convinced it is the best way to 
forestall a virus outbreak.

It is also more practical than 
trying to test the entire popu-
lation regularly and, once the 
technology is in place, it can be 
used to detect other diseases.

“If you have a platform to 
detect viruses, specifically 
corona, we can use the same 
platform for other viruses,” 

said Yaniv, a PhD researcher 
at the university’s biotechnol-
ogy engineering department.

After the Ashkelon pilot, a 
number of Israeli municipali-
ties have expressed interest in 
the technology, but authori-
ties have not commissioned 
Kando to roll out the project 
more widely.

As well as the health benefits, 
Goldfarb is hopeful that his 
firm could prevent a repeat of 
the sweeping economic shut-
down which was imposed to 
stop the spread of coronavirus.

He said: “Decision-makers 
can take decisions based on 
data and they can close spe-
cific areas.

“[That means] people will 
not lose their jobs, that means 
that people will have a better 
future . . . [and] the next out-
break will be managed much 
better.” AFP

Technicians from Israeli firm Kando extract sewage from a manhole in the coastal city of Ashkelon as part of 
their work to track coronavirus. AFP

we’re the only one who can 
tell where the outbreak 

is and how big the 
outbreak is in the city
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Qatar virtually unveils 2022 World Cup venue
QATAR inaugurated its latest 

new World Cup stadium on 
Monday not with a sold-out 
football fixture, but with 

a socially-distanced tribute to the 
workers on the frontline of the fight 
against coronavirus.

Qatar Philharmonic Orchestra musi-
cians sporting masks and gloves sur-
rounded by candles played a soaring 
orchestral piece on the turf of the new 
education City Stadium in a clip broad-
cast to mark the stadium’s opening.

It was interspersed with images 
of medical professionals and other 
frontline workers who made their 
way through the 40,000-capacity 
ground, which was shown with ee-
rily empty stands, to applause from 
the Qatar national team.

“This is all a message of hope. And 
really, a big thank you to frontline 
workers around the world,” 2022 
World Cup CeO nasser al-Khater said 
after the inauguration. “It’s a small 
token of appreciation to them.”

education City is the second of 
the seven stadiums being built from 
scratch for the 2022 tournament to 
be inaugurated.

It had been due to host the semi-fi-
nal of the Club World Cup on Decem-
ber 18, but its opening was postponed 
because of delays to certification. It 
has yet to host a public fixture.

In April, coronavirus cases were 
confirmed in workers at three of the 
stadiums under construction, high-
lighting the difficulty of preventing 
the virus’ spread among labourers liv-
ing and working in close proximity.

nasser insisted that “more than 
80 per cent” of the infrastructure re-
quired for 2022 was now complete.

Hassan al-Thawadi, the secretary-gen-
eral of the Qatari organisation charged 
with delivering the tournament, said 
finishing the stadium amid the pan-

demic had been “a big challenge”.
“But we managed to overcome it,” 

he said. “We were able to maintain the 
continuity of work in a positive way, 
but at the same time ensure a safe and 
healthy environment for everyone.”

Alongside the musical tribute, a 
pyrotechnic show both inside and 
outside the stadium was used to 
mark its completion.

‘Better days to come’
In a video message for the open-

ing, Fifa president Gianni Infantino 

paid tribute to those “who are still 
fighting against the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

“The new stadium in education 
City reminds us that football will re-
turn,” he said.

Qatar’s emir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani used his clip to 
honour “the teams working on the 
frontline.

“We truly believe in better days to 
come, the days when we will enjoy 
watching the stars of the game to-
gether,” he said.

The education City ground, 
named for the surrounding univer-
sity and research campuses, will 
host fixtures through to the quarter-
finals.

After the tournament, half of its 
40,000 seats will be donated to build 
stadiums in developing countries.

The organisers of the first World 
Cup to be staged in the Middle east 
faced fresh questions last week over 
the treatment of foreign labourers 
working on tournament projects.

Rights group Amnesty Interna-

tional revealed that around a hun-
dred sub-contractors at the flagship 
Al Bayt stadium had not been paid 
wages for up to seven months.

Authorities banned the sub-con-
tractor, which was recently sold to 
new owners, from all World Cup 
projects.

Two and a half years before the 
World Cup kicks off, Qatar has al-
ready launched the brand new 
40,000-capacity Al janoub stadium 
and the refurbished Khalifa Interna-
tional ground. AFP

Education City is the second of the seven stadiums being built from scratch for the 2022 tournament to be inaugurated. AFP

uS Open 
tourney to 
go on as 
planned

City sports boss Xu says F1 
wants two races in Shanghai

THe uS Open tennis tourna-
ment is to go ahead as planned 
pending formal government 
approval, the New York Times 
reported on Monday.

The Times cited four tennis 
officials speaking on condition 
of anonymity as saying that 
the Grand Slam event would 
take place in its usual late 
August-September slot.

The status of the tourna-
ment has been mired in uncer-
tainty for weeks as new York 
battles the coronavirus, while 
a number of top players have 
expressed doubts about play-
ing in the tournament.

The Times report said the 
tournament would take place 
at Flushing Meadows without 
fans from August 31 to Septem-
ber 13 after receiving support 
from the ATP and WTA Tours.

The uS Tennis Association is 
expected to announce the 
decision later this week, 
reported the Times.

Forbes magazine also report-
ed that the Open would take 
place as scheduled, with a 
decision expected “soon”.

The proposed plans for the 
tournament had been met 
with widespread reservations 

amongst leading players in 
international tennis, with 
world no1 novak Djokovic the 
most outspoken critic.

under proposed safety pro-
tocols, uS Open players would 
be confined to a hotel outside 
of Manhattan and would only 
be allowed to bring one mem-
ber of their entourage to the 
event.

Singles qualifying would be 
eliminated while the doubles 
tournaments would be reduced 
from 64 pairings to just 24.

“This is the world we are liv-
ing in,” uSTA director of play-
er relations eric Butorac told 
ATP and WTA players during a 
conference call last week.

“We believe this is a good 
plan and believe it is good for 
the sport. It’s good for the ten-
nis economy, creates jobs for 
you, for coaches, for commen-
tators, for so many people.”

However, Djokovic said the 

proposed safety measures 
and restrictions on the num-
bers of support staff were 
problematical.

He said: “We would not have 
access to Manhattan, we would 
have to sleep in hotels at the 
airport, to be tested twice or 
three times per week.

“Also, we could bring one per-
son to the club, which is really 
impossible . . . I mean, you need 
your coach, then a fitness train-
er, then a physiotherapist.”

Djokovic’s misgivings were 
shared by defending men’s sin-
gles champion Rafael nadal, 
who would be chasing a 20th 
Grand Slam title at Flushing.

nadal, the world no2, said 
earlier this month that he would 
not play in new York if the tour-
nament was taking place now.

The 34-year-old says tennis 
should not resume until it is 
“completely safe” for all com-
petitors. AFP

FORMuLA One (F1) chiefs 
want to stage two races in 
Shanghai this season after the 
Chinese Grand Prix was post-
poned because of the corona-
virus, the city’s sports boss said 
on Monday, adding there was 
no final decision.

This year’s pandemic-dis-
rupted world championship is 
expected to launch with a dou-
ble-header in Austria on july 5 
and 12, with Silverstone in eng-
land also hosting two races.

The Chinese Grand Prix, 
originally scheduled for April 
19, was postponed in February 
but Formula One appears 
determined to race in the 
country – one of the sport’s key 
markets – in the second half of 
this year.

Asked if there would be two 
grands prix in Shanghai instead 
of the usual one, the city’s 
sports bureau director Xu Bin 
told Shanghai People’s Radio: 
“This was proposed by the F1 
management company.

“everyone knows that F1 has 
officially announced that they 
have resumed the first eight 
european races this year, but 
none of them are in Asia.”

“We are still communicating 
with F1 to see if there is any 
possibility of hosting two rac-
es in Shanghai, but there is no 
final decision yet,” said Xu.

Formula One was thrown into 

chaos in March when the cur-
tain-raising Australian race was 
cancelled hours before the 
opening practice session, as the 
virus spread around the world.

The Singapore, japan and 
Azerbaijan grands prix were 
cancelled on Friday over logis-
tical problems caused by coro-
navirus. AFP

Tennis fans flock to Arthur Ashe Stadium in NYC ‘s Queens to attend the 
2019 US open Grand Slam event. AFP

Renault’s Australian driver Daniel Ricciardo drives his car during the 
Formula One Grand Prix in Shanghai last year. STR/AFP



Sport

16 THE PHNOM PENH POST  june  17, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Tibet’s only 
football club 
folds over 
altitude row
T

IBeT’S first and only 
professional football 
team has become the 
latest in a string of 

Chinese clubs to fold, follow-
ing a row over hosting match-
es in one of the highest cities 
in the world.

Lhasa Chengtou played 
only two games in the Tibet-
an capital – which sits at an 
oxygen-sucking altitude of 
3,650m – and on both occa-
sions the referee had to sus-
pend play every 15 minutes to 
let the players breathe bottled 
oxygen, reported the state-
run Xinhua news Agency.

The demise of the club, just 
three years after it was found-
ed, is a blow to the ruling Com-
munist Party’s hopes of hav-
ing a team in the professional 
leagues to make Tibetans feel 
more integrated into China.

Lhasa Chengtou finished 
last season 26th of 32 teams 
in China’s third division and 
had been playing their home 
matches thousands of kilo-
metres away.

“As a window to show Tibet-
an football to the world, we’ve 
been coordinating to host 
games in Tibet, but in vain,” 
the club said in a statement 
on the Twitter-like Weibo to 
its 2,500 followers, announc-
ing its closure.

The team has been train-
ing and hosting matches in 
other parts of China and was 
desperate to get back to Ti-
bet, but the Chinese Football 
Association (CFA) reportedly 
would not sanction games at 
high altitude over concerns 
for player safety.

There were claims that dur-
ing one match in Lhasa, six 
players from visiting Shen-
zhen Pengcheng had to be 
stretchered off with altitude 
sickness. That was denied by 
Tibetan police.

Xinhua said “all of the avail-
able pitches are over 3,000m 
above sea level” in Tibet.

The club said the other rea-
son for its dissolution were 
CFA rules banning corporate 
names. The team was also 

known as Lhasa urban Con-
struction Investment, after a 
major state-owned company 
in Tibet.

Last week, Lhasa Cheng-
tou said it was letting all its 
coaches, players and staff go.

Since the club was estab-
lished, the team played only 
five matches in Tibet and in-
stead staged games last year 

in Deyang, Sichuan prov-
ince, more than 2,400km 
from Lhasa, reported the 
state-owned Global Times.

The fate of the club’s youth 
players was unclear, but the 
Global Times said last week 
that more than 70 youngsters 
aged 13 to 16 – all Tibetan – 
were training in Lhasa despite 
the punishing conditions and 

the team’s imminent demise.
Although Lhasa Chengtou 

were only formed in 2017, ini-
tially in the amateur league, 
football has a long history in 
Tibet after it arrived in the 
remote region with the Brit-
ish army at the beginning of 
the 20th century.

Lhasa Chengtou are the 
17th club to depart Chinese 

professional football this 
year, said Global Times said, 
a trend that is undermining 
China’s efforts to become a 
superpower in the sport.

The financial problems of 
cash-strapped clubs have 
been exacerbated by the cor-
onavirus, which has indefi-
nitely delayed the Chinese 
football season. AFP

nFL chief encourages teams to sign exiled Kaepernick
nFL commissioner Roger Goodell on 
Monday said he would welcome 
exiled quarterback Colin Kaepernick 
back into the league in any capacity, 
including as a player.

Goodell told eSPn.com that he 
encourages teams to sign the 32-year-
old former San Francisco 49ers play-
er and invited Kaepernick’s input on 
racial and social programmes that are 
being run by the league.

“If he wants to resume his career in 
the nFL, then obviously it’s gonna 
take a team to make that decision,” 
Goodell said. “But I welcome that, 
support a club making that decision, 
and encourage them to do that.

“If his efforts are not on the field but 
continuing to work in this space, we 
welcome him to that table and to help 
us, guide us, help us make better deci-
sions about the kinds of things that 
need to be done in the communities. 

“We have invited him in before, and 
we want to make sure that every-
body’s welcome at that table, and 
trying to help us deal with some very 
complex, difficult issues, that have 
been around for a long time.

“But I hope we’re at a point now 
where everybody’s committed to mak-
ing long-term, sustainable change.”

Goodell admitted earlier this month 
that the league was wrong to silence 
player protests as it responded to calls 
from a group of players to issue an 
explicit condemnation of racism.

In an earlier video message posted 
on social media, Goodell said the 
league would now support peaceful 

protests from players in future. 
But asked about uS President Don-

ald Trump’s recent tweet which indi-
cated Goodell might be too soft on 
players who in Trump’s view disrespect 
the flag, Goodell dodged the question. 
“I can’t answer that,” he said.

Asked what his relationship with 

Trump is like, Goodell would only 
say: “He recognises the input of 
sports and that we can be part of a 
wave to bring some normalcy to our 
communities.”

Kaepernick filed a grievance with 
the nFL in 2017 alleging the owners 
conspired to keep him out of the 

league after he sparked a kneeling 
campaign to protest treatment of 
blacks in the uS. In February last 
year, he settled for an undisclosed 
amount of money.

That same month multiple uS 
media outlets reported Kaepernick 
was in talks with the Alliance of Amer-

ican Football about a job but wanted 
a guaranteed $20 million per season. 
At the time quarterbacks were making 
an average of $250,000 a year.

In november, Kaepernick balked at an 
nFL-arranged workout for all 32 teams 
and instead decided at the last minute 
to stage his own tryout on an Atlanta-
area high school field which was attend-
ed by scouts from eight teams.

Kaepernick has not played in the 
nFL in four years. In 12 games with 
the San Francisco 49ers in 2016, he 
completed 59.2 per cent of his passes, 
threw 16 touchdowns and four inter-
ceptions.

A second-round draft pick in 2011, 
Kaepernick started 58 games over six 
seasons with the 49ers and passed for 
12,271 yards with 72 touchdowns and 
30 interceptions.

During the 2012 season, he led San 
Francisco to Super Bowl XLVII, a 
34-31 loss to the Baltimore Ravens.

Goodell also reacted to on Monday 
to reports in the uS media that some 
players on the Houston Texans and 
Dallas Cowboys have tested positive 
for Covid-19.

“Positive tests are going to hap-
pen,” Goodell said. “The issue is, can 
we obviously prevent as many of 
those from happening, but in addi-
tion, treat them quickly, isolate them 
and prevent them from directly 
impacting our player personnel.

“So none of those players were in 
the facilities. All of those players, for-
tunately, have had either mild symp-
toms or are asymptomatic.” AFP

Tibet’s Lhasa Chengtou (in blue) played only two matches in the capital city before playing at 3,650m proved to be too much. STR/AFP

NFL quarterback Colin Kaeprnick’s knee protests against police brutality effectively cost him his career. GETTY IMAGES/AFP
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