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UN: Pandemic may push 
millions into child labour 
Ry Sochan

T
HE International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) and 
UNICEF have warned that 
millions of children are at 

risk of being pushed into child labour 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

In a press release published on 
June 12, they said the situation 
could create the first increase in 
child labour in 20 years. Victims of 
child labour have decreased by 94 
million since 2000, they said.

Some studies have indicated that 
a one per cent increase in poverty 
results in at least a 0.7 per cent rise 
in child labour in certain countries.

As the virus decimates family in-
comes, many without proper sup-
port could resort to child labour.

ILO director-general Guy Ryder said: 
“Social protection is vital in times of 
crisis as it provides assistance to those 
who are most vulnerable.

“Integrating child labour concerns 
across broader policies for educa-
tion, social protection, justice, la-
bour markets, and international 
human and labour rights makes a 
critical difference.”

The Ministry of Labour and Voca-
tional Training’s General Department 
of Technical Affairs director-general 
and spokesman Touch Channy told 
The Post on Sunday that the govern-
ment has invested in children by 
transferring cash to poor pregnant 
women and children under the age 
of two. The initiative has been imple-
mented for about a year. 

On June 1, the non-profit organi-
sation Save the Children and UNI-

CEF warned that if urgent action 
was not taken, poor children in low- 
and middle-income countries could 
rise by 15 per cent to more than 672 
million by the end of this year.

Since the Covid-19 outbreak, Cam-
bodia’ government has scaled up its 
social protection programme, ac-
cording to a press release published 
by the two organisations on June 1.

A new Covid-19 cash transfer pro-
gramme for households identified 
as poor is designed to respond to 

the needs of the most vulnerable 
groups of the population, including 
the needs of children zero-to-five 
years old, people with disabilities, 
the elderly and people living with 
HIV/AIDS, the organisations said. 

“The programme is a top-up of the 
existing cash transfer programme 
for poor pregnant women and chil-
dren [zero-to-two years old] and the 
scholarship programme for children 
in primary and secondary schools,” 
they said.

As of June 1, the Ministry of Planning 
identified a total of 567,505 poor fami-
lies in rural areas, equivalent to ap-
proximately 2.3 million people, during 
the spread of Covid-19, the ministry 
said in a Facebook post on June 12.

The ministry urged all poor Cam-
bodians who have not yet been 
identified by the programme to 
meet with local authorities for an 
interview before the campaign for 
identifying poor families in urban 
areas ends later this month.

Death toll 
in China 
tanker blast 
rises to 19 

New imported Covid-19 cases confirmed

THE number of people killed in a 
tanker truck explosion on a highway 
in eastern China has climbed to 19, 
with more than 170 injured, local 
authorities said on Sunday.

The force of the blast on Saturday 
afternoon caused nearby homes 
and factories to collapse and sent 
huge clouds of black smoke billow-
ing into the air as flames engulfed 
several cars.

Local government authorities said 
on Sunday afternoon there were 172 
people injured in the accident near 
Wenling city in the eastern province 
of Zhejiang.

China’s emergency management de-
partment had earlier said there were 
189 injured people being treated in 
hospital.

Dramatic video footage of the ac-
cident published by state media 
showed a huge ball of fire shooting 
into the air as people screamed.

In one clip, a large piece of de-
bris is seen flying into the air before 
crashing on some nearby buildings.

Another video showed the remains 
of the tanker and several truck tyres 
smashed into a building, which had 
been reduced to rubble.

Local authorities said the truck 
was loaded with liquefied gas.

State news agency Xinhua report-
ed on Sunday that there was a sec-
ond blast when the truck fell onto a 
workshop near the expressway after 
the first explosion.

Emergency responders were still 
conducting search and rescue opera-
tions, it said. AFP

Khorn Savi

THE Ministry of Health on Sunday 
confirmed two more cases of Covid-
19, bringing the total to 128, 39 of 
whom are women.

While 125 of the 128 patients have 
been discharged from hospital with 
another one still recovering, the latest 
cases were found in two Cambodians 
from Kampong Cham province.

The men, aged 22 and 29, arrived 
in the Kingdom on Friday via a direct 
flight from Indonesia. The pair were 

travelling with 44 other passengers, 
including 24 women. Four of the 44 
including a four-year-old girl are In-
donesian, the rest are Cambodian.

“The two are being treated at the 
Khmer-Soviet Friendship Hospital, 
while the other passengers are be-
ing isolated at quarantine centres 
in Phnom Penh and other provinces 
where they hail from,” a ministry 
press release said.

Health ministry spokesperson Or 
Vandine and secretary of state York 
Sambath could not be reached for 

comment on Sunday.
Dr Li Ailan, the World Health 

Organisation (WHO) representa-
tive in Cambodia, commended the 
ministry’s timely response to the 
new cases.

“Cambodia continues to detect 
and respond to additional imported 
#COVID19 cases. Border measures 
are important for the current stage. 
Two new cases reported to WHO over 
the weekend. Highly appreciate the 
good response actions being made in 
Cambodia,” she tweeted on Sunday.

On May 20, the government an-
nounced that all foreign passengers 
except Cambodian passport holders 
are required to have letters confirm-
ing they are free of Covid-19 from the 
countries of origin and must have 
health insurance of at least $50,000. 

Early last week, it also announced 
that inbound foreigners will cover 
quarantine, testing and treatment 
costs themselves in case they are 
found to be Covid-19 positive.

Despite a relatively low number 
of infections and no deaths report-

ed since it tracked the pandemic 
in January, the health ministry has 
reiterated its calls for the public to 
remain vigilant by following safety 
and preventive measures.

It advised the public to frequently 
wash hands, wear facemasks, cover 
their nose and mouth with their 
elbow while sneezing or coughing, 
and maintain social and physi-
cal distancing. The ministry also 
warned against gatherings to avoid 
a second wave of infections in the 
Kingdom.

A boy carries recyclables at a dumpsite in Choeung Ek commune, in Phnom Penh’s Dangkor district last month. UN agencies have 
warned that the pandemic can push many without proper support into child labour. Hong MeneA



Khouth Sophak Chakrya

THE Ministry of Health has 
issued a warning to vendors 
and the public to stop buy-
ing, selling and drinking rice 
wine and traditional herbal 
rice wine produced without 
specific sources, especially 
methanol-based rice wines.

The warning came after a 
string of 44 poisoning cases 
related to the Chinese alco-
hol brand Tang Kouy that has 
killed seven people in Ban-
teay Meanchey province.

Minister of Health Mam 
Bun Heng on Saturday in-
structed provincial and city 
governors across the country 

to urge vendors to absolutely 
stop trading in rice wine or 
herbal rice wine that is made 
or mixed without identified 
ingredients.

“To avoid poisoning, peo-
ple should stop drinking rice 
wine and herbal rice wine 
which is made without a clear 
source and proper technical 
standards,” he said.

The warning came after the 
ministry’s laboratory revealed 
that the analysis of a sample 
of Tang Kouy Chinese herbal 
rice wine that had been col-
lected from victims in three 
different locations was found 
to contain a concentration of 
methanol from 13.5 per cent 
to 15.1 per cent. 

Methanol is a substance 
produced by chemical syn-
thesis or patches of wood. It 
is usually used in various in-
dustries.

Banteay Meanchey provin-
cial health department di-
rector Le Chan Sangvat told 
The Post that some poisoning 

victims admitted to the Malai 
district referral hospital and 
the Poipet referral hospital 
in Banteay Meanchey experi-
enced nausea, vomiting, chest 
pain, blurry eyes, dizziness, 
and difficulty breathing.

“Severe alcohol intoxication 
can make patients more vul-
nerable to systemic disabili-
ties or even death,” he said.

Banteay Meanchey provin-
cial authorities have seized 
13,876 litres of the herbal rice 
wine in the province, including 
96,333 litres from the market 
in Poipet, 3,580 litres, 591 litres 
and 72 litres from Malai district, 
Serey Sophorn city and Thma 
Puok district respectively, said 
San Vichea Saravuth, the direc-
tor of the Banteay Meanchey 
provincial Camcontrol depart-
ment, on Sunday. 

“Camcontrol has already 
discovered that the manu-
facturer of the rice wine is in 
Phnom Penh. The authorities 
are proceeding with the case,” 
he said.

National
2 THE PHNOM PENH POST  junE  15, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Chinese investors, workers 
return to Preah Sihanouk
Voun Dara

O
VER 1,000 Chinese inves-
tors and workers returned 
to Preah Sihanouk prov-
ince between May 23 and 

june 13, said provincial hall spokes-
man Kheang Phearum.

Phearum said the 1,066 Chinese 
nationals arrived on direct flights. 
Since May 23, three to four direct 
flights each week from China had 
landed in Cambodia and authorities 
are carefully monitoring the health 
of the passengers.

Test samples were taken and sent 
to be analysed at the Institute Pas-
teur du Cambodge (IPC). The pas-

sengers were also required to quar-
antine for 14 days.

Phearum said: “After being quar-
antined for 14 days, we will test 
them again to ensure that they are 
not Covid-19 positive. When we test 
them twice and they test negative 
for Covid-19, we will allow them to 
return to their careers or leave as 
they like.”

Meanwhile, the province’s admin-
istrative officials have been updat-
ing the number of Chinese in the 
province.

Citing provincial governor Kuoch 
Chamroeun’s comments at a june 
9 press conference, Phearum said 
about 15,000 Chinese nationals are 

living in the province.
Before the virus outbreak, more 

than two million of them either lived 
in or were visiting the province, he 
said.

Phearum said the province is coop-
erating with 16 Chinese provinces and 
cities to encourage investment in tour-
ism, culture, education and sports.

He said the province is prioritising 
the development of trade, tourism 
and agriculture to help bolster the 
national economy.

Specific projects include deep 
seaports, 10 special economic zones 
(four currently operating, six in 
development), an airport and the 
beautification of beaches.

Khorn Savi

THE Anti-corruption unit (ACu) is 
investigating environment officials 
in Preah Vihear province on sus-
picion of allowing forest crimes to 
take place in the Prey Lang area.

The Prey Lang Community net-
work (PLCn) claimed the officials 
had been paid off by a large-scale 
forest logging operation in the area.

ACu president Om Yentieng early 
last week sent a letter to Preah Vihear 
provincial Department of Environ-
ment director Song Chan Socheat 
asking for clarification on irregular 
activities of environment officials 
Som Rotha and Khut Soeurm who 
are accused of colluding with tim-
ber traders.

The letter said the men had collud-
ed systematically with a major timber 
trader in Putrea commune’s Peuk vil-
lage in Chey Saen district to demand 
80,000 riel to 100,000 riel ($20 to $25) 
per vehicle entering the forest.

Yentieng’s letter also stated that 
drivers of the improvised vehicles 
who paid the money but didn’t sell 
timber to a man named Leng, were 
not allowed to transport timber from 
the village and the environment of-
ficials intercepted them.

“According to (our) information, 
Leng and Dy are colluding to pave 
the way for homemade truck drivers 
to freely clear and destroy the Prey 
Lang forest.

“Homemade truck drivers saw 
timber three to five times a week 
with the names of Dy, Roeun, Meth 

and Yeay Len as the ringleaders,” 
Yentieng wrote.

The ringleaders are the collectors 
of timber from those who go to the 
forest to saw timber around Trea 
and Peuk villages in collusion with 
the environment official, a commu-
nity member and a police adminis-
tration official, his letter said.

Ministry of Environment spokes-
person neth Pheaktra said he had 
no comment and would leave it to 
the ACu to decide.

Yentieng could not be reached for 
comment on Sunday. 

Khuth Soeurm said Rotha, the en-
vironment official in charge of  Prey 
Lang, was found to frequently drive 
his car to meet timber businessmen 
and was allegedly close to those 
involved with illegal timber busi-
nesses.

He said according to the informa-
tion he received, Dy, Meth and nuon 
have no offices in the government, 
but they are known for illegal timber 
business in Preah Vihear. The PLCn 
used to seize timber from these 
business people, Soeurm said.

“In Peuk village most of the busi-
ness people come to buy timber di-
rectly. Timber is transported on mo-
torcycles and home-made trucks to 
Kampong Thom province.

“It is the place where the environ-
ment officials stay. It is the head-
quarters. This village is the area to 
gather major timber traders because 
there are many exits and entrances 
to the Prey Lang forest which is like 
a vein,” he said.

ACu probes environment 
officials in Preah Vihear

Police close in on wine poisoning source 

Provincial hall spokesperson Kheang Phearum said since May 23, three to four direct flights each week from China had landed in 
Cambodia and authorities are carefully monitoring the health of the passengers. supplied

ACU president Om Yentieng’s letter said the environment officials had colluded  
systematically with a major timber trader in Putrea commune. Hong Menea

A string of 44 poisoning cases related to the Chinese alcohol brand Tang 
Kouy has killed seven people in Banteay Meanchey province. facebook



National
3THE PHNOM PENH POST  june  15, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Sweden urges focus on democracy
Niem Chheng

S
WeDen has drawn a line with 
Cambodia and announced on 
Friday a need to focus on hu-
man rights, democracy and 

the rule of law starting in july 2021.
The Swedish embassy said in a press 

release the same day that the strategic 
shift is in line with the country’s new 
goals of cooperation in Asia and the 
Pacific region.

“This means that Sweden’s bilat-
eral strategy for Cambodia will be 
phased out to end by july 1, 2021,” 
the embassy wrote.

The embassy said democracy, re-
spect for human rights – including 
freedom of speech – and the possibility 
of civil society and the media operating 
freely have been severely restricted in 
Cambodia in recent years. 

The Swedish government consid-
ers it necessary to focus cooperation 
on creating different, more demo-
cratic development in Cambodia.

Swedish International Develop-
ment Cooperation Minister Peter 
eriksson said in a statement that 
the democratic space in Cambodia 
has declined significantly, making it 
difficult to continue comprehensive 
and close cooperation.

“We will continue to support civil 
society, human rights defenders and 
democracy advocates in Cambodia. 
Sweden stands up for the principles 
of democracy and speaks out when 
they are undermined,” eriksson said.

The press release said Sweden’s de-
velopment assistance to Cambodia last 
year, based on the bilateral develop-
ment cooperation strategy, amounted 
to about $24 million in grants.

The embassy website states that 

the grants are available to Cambodia 
in the areas of governance democ-
racy and human rights, education, 
environment and climate, infrastruc-
ture, citizens’ health, and reproduc-
tive health and other areas.

The Post couldn’t contact the em-
bassy for further comment on Sun-
day about the shift in direction.

However, Cambodian officials said 
they welcomed the embassy’s press 
release which is focused on human 
rights, democracy and the rule of law.

“This is the donor’s right, and in co-
operation, the donor always raises the 
point they want. However, we all think 
that democracy in Cambodia is a prin-
ciple we have implemented and are 

committed to in the Constitution,” said 
government spokesman Phay Siphan.

Siphan said in Cambodia, during 
every election, there is always a com-
plaint from the opposition parties 
about the election.

He said what Sweden can do with 
political parties in Cambodia is 
strengthen the competitive attitude 
and the attitude of participating in 
development and recognising elec-
tion results,” he said.

Cambodia Human Rights Com-
mittee (CHRC) spokesman Chin 
Malin said on Sunday that Sweden 
had provided assistance to Cambo-
dia based on human rights and de-
mocracy last year.

“Sometimes there is a consensus 
and disagreement regarding democ-
racy,” he said, adding that through 
the discussion and talks, the two sides 
had a great deal of understanding on 
the different views and assessments.

Malin said Cambodia would contin-
ue to cooperate with Sweden through 
dialogue to better understand each 
other. However, he said, in his re-
search, funding for civil society or-
ganisations mostly failed to promote 
human rights and democracy.

“This would seem to encourage force 
and weapons on civil society in a strat-
egy of confrontation. A strategy that is 
more successful is the cooperative and 
complementary strategy,” he said.

Prime Minister Hun Sen meets Swedish ambassador to Cambodia Bjorn Haggmark (left) last year. In a press release on Friday, the 
embassy called on Cambodia to focus on human rights, democracy and the rule of law starting in July 2021 . council of ministers

Lightning strike 
kills one, injures 
two farmers in 
Oddar Meanchey

ONE person died and two oth-
ers sustained injuries after a 
lightning strike on Saturday in 

Ampil commune, Banteay Ampil dis-
trict, in Oddar Meanchey province.

Oddar Meanchey Provincial Admin-
istration spokesman Chea Piseth told 
The Post on Sunday that No Nory, 19, 
was killed while his wife Yin Sophy, 
19, and his brother-in-law Yin Cham-
nan, 26, sustained injuries. They were 
10m apart. 

“The three were ploughing farm-
land to grow crops and it was rain-
ing,” Piseth said.

The survivors were rushed for 
treatment at the Oddar Meanchey 
provincial referral hospital by parents 
and local authorities. The remains of 
the deceased were taken to Banteay 
Ampil pagoda.

Lightning strikes in Oddar 
Meanchey have killed three people 
and injured four thus far. A cow also 
became a victim.

A report from The National Com-
mittee for Disaster Management said 
lightning strikes have killed 14 people 
in Cambodia so far this year.

Nine people have sustained inju-
ries, 20 cattle have been killed and 
eight houses damaged. However, the 
cases have dropped noticeably com-
pared to the same period last year 
when 46 people died, 44 sustained 
injuries and 63 cattle perished. 

The Ministry of Water Resource and 
Meteorology has reminded the public 
to be cautious about the possible 
dangers during rain, especially those 
who live in the highlands and the 
central plains. KHoutH soPHAK cHAKrYA



Long Kimmarita

P
HNOM Penh munici-
pal governor Khuong 
Sreng has ordered his 
officials to close un-

authorised dental clinics and 
pharmacies in their localities 
to prevent public harm.

Sreng said he is concerned 
that unprofessional health 
practitioners can increase the 
risks of being infected with 
Covid-19.

The order was revealed in 
an announcement which 
transferred the management 
of the Department of Health 
to the Phnom Penh munici-
pal administration on June 
12, said a Fresh News report.

Sreng said he has observed 
businesses operating in 
Phnom Penh without permits.

He instructed health de-
partment officials to urgently 
and efficiently complete this 
task to ensure that no such of-
fences occur in Phnom Penh.

The governors of Phnom 
Penh’s 14 districts, he said, 
must find out how many legal 
and illegal clinics are operat-
ing in their districts.

“Some dentists do not have 
the proper permits to oper-
ate and the health department 
must close those businesses. 
Due to Covid-19, unprofession-
al dentists can cause trouble.

“In all 14 districts, all clinics 

without legal permission to 
operate, not just dental clin-
ics, need to be closed imme-
diately,” he said.

Phnom Penh municipal 
health department director 
Ngy Mean Heng told The Post 
that there are not many illegal 
clinics operating in the capi-
tal because authorities have 
cooperated to educate, advise 
and fine all offenders.

He said officials visit no less 
than 10 facilities a month. The 
offending clinics, he pointed 
out, mostly start their busi-

ness first before asking for 
legal permission. 

“Those who are new to run-
ning a business are not well 
aware of the laws. They open 
their businesses before re-
questing permission. This is 
the reason we educate them. 
We fine them if they still do 
not follow our orders.”

Por Sen Chey district governor 
Hem Darith told The Post on 
Sunday that no dental clinics or 
pharmacies are operating with-
out permission in his district 
because his officials have paid 

close attention to this issue. 
He said residents in his dis-

trict have been informed by 
officials to be wary of illegal 
clinics and they do not support 
businesses which are operat-
ing without legal permission.

“We don’t have any more 
cases now because we do this 
work [according to Sreng’s or-
der] regularly. We have agents 
to check all communes. If 
there are illegal businesses, 
we immediately tell them to 
get proper permission,” he 
said.
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Officials ordered to shut down 
unauthorised clinics in capital

Long Kimmarita

KAMPONG Speu provincial 
governor Vei Samnang said 
on Sunday that police are 
investigating a counterfeit 
cigarette ring run by a Chi-
nese national. Several sus-
pects have been arrested for 
questioning.

The Ministry of Interior’s 
Anti-Counterfeit Products 
Department raided a fake 
cigarette production location 
on June 11 in Chek village in 

Phnom Sruoch District’s Ou 
commune and seized 1,000 
cigarette packets, two ciga-
rette producing machines 
and other equipment. 

Samnang told The Post on 
Sunday that having raided 
the location the suspects 
were sent immediately to the 
ministry for questioning. 

He said police inquired 
about the ringleaders but 
he could not provide further 
details due to the ongoing in-
vestigation.

“We are searching for [the 
ringleaders] to send the case to 

the court. There could be two 
to three people who are behind 
this operation,” he said.

The governor said the ciga-
rettes were manufactured to 
be exported to China. They 
were not distributed in Cam-
bodia.

Kampong Speu provincial 
police chief Sam Samoun 
told The Post on Sunday that 
seven people were involved 
in the case and summoned to 
be questioned. He declined to 
comment further. 

“This crackdown was led 
by ministry officials while the 
provincial police assisted. For 
exhibits, they are taking those 
cigarette samples to Phnom 
Penh to identify other sub-
stances in them,” he said.

Adhoc spokesman Soeng Sen 
Karuna said: “Cambodia can 
be lax in applying the law or in-
specting all the locations where 
fake cigarettes are produced.

“It can also be that when 
there are bribes or corrupt 
practices involved, it presents 
an opportunity to start such 
illegal operations.”

Suspects arrested as 
police investigate fake 
cigarette ring in K Speu

Journalist summoned over ‘inciting’ 
report on Ratanakkiri land dispute

The governor says illegal dental clinics and phamarcies can cause public harm. Hong Menea

Soth Koemsoeun

A RATANAKKIRI province-
based TV3 reporter has re-
quested an extension to a court 
summons he was issued last 
week which stemmed from a 
story he covered about a land 
dispute at an abandoned Ra-
tanakkiri airport site. 

The summons, issued by 
deputy prosecutor Ra Boran-
dy and dated June 3, said Phal 
Dam, the 52-year-old journal-
ist, was due to appear in the 
provincial court at 9am on 
Monday to respond to allega-
tions made by Banlung town 
deputy governor Put Dany, 
who accused Dam of “incite-
ment to commit a crime”.

Dam told The Post last week 
that he had not committed any 
crimes and he did not know 
why he was being accused.

Concerning the story that 
caused the controversy, he 
said he interviewed residents 
who criticised the authorities’ 
for allowing land grabs at air-
port sites and their refusal to 
deal with land disputes.

Dam said: “I don’t know Put 
Dany, but I’ve just found out 
that he is the deputy governor 
of Banlung town. Now I am 
preparing the relevant docu-
ments concerning the case 
and researching facts.

“Moreover, I am looking for 
a lawyer to help, as I do not yet 
understand what charges are 
being brought against me.”

He said on Sunday that 
he had applied to postpone 
his appearance last Friday 
in court and mentioned the 
summons was unclear.

Dany could not be reached 
for comment.

Provincial Department 
of Information director Kol 
Phanna said last week he had 
received information about 
the case, but he did not know 
the reason for the lawsuit. He 
urged the two parties to settle 
the matter out of court.

He said there had been prior 
complaints against the report-

er concerning clarification in 
his reporting, although they 
had never led to legal action.

Phanna said: “I do not see 
this summons as a threat to 
the freedom of the press. every 
person has his or her reputa-
tion to consider, so if reporters 
are reporting professionally 
and ethically, I don’t believe 
that they will be sued, and if 
they have enough evidence, 
they should not be afraid.”

Nop Vy, the executive direc-
tor of the Cambodian Journal-
ists Association (Cambo-JA), 
said the lawsuit was a viola-

tion of the rights of the press.
According to the law on jour-

nalism, Vy said, if journalists 
write or publish something 
that is not clear, those involved 
should clarify or write a letter 
to the media organisation.

“If there’s an error related 
to news writing, we correct it 
by using the journalism laws, 
not by using the courts. If 
journalists face issues like this 
over small things, no journal-
ist would dare write about the 
inaction of officials, and more 
officials would become cor-
rupt,” he said.

The case stemmed from TV3 reporter Phal Dam’s article about a land dispute at an abandoned Ratanakkiri 
airport site. supplied

when there are bribes or 
corrupt practices involved, it 
presents an opportunity to 
start such illegal operations



POST STAFF

THE Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sport and UNICEF 
have jointly launched Tey Tey 
Nitean (Tey Tey the Storyteller), 
a new storytelling TV pro-
gramme that aims to promote 
literacy and motivate children 
to read.

This original puppet pro-
gramme offers a sense of hope 
and joy to children and their 
families during a period when 
children are required to learn 
from home due to Covid-19, 
according to a joint press 
release published on June 11.

The press release said that 12 
pre-recorded episodes, each 
lasting up to 30 minutes, will 
educate and entertain children 
and their families.

Each episode includes a ses-
sion with a UNICEF moderator 

that enables the audience to ask 
questions related to Covid-19 
protection and prevention 
measures.

The show can be viewed on 
the TVK2 channel, the minis-
try’s official Facebook page, and 
UNICEF Cambodia’s Facebook 
page.

It said the stories are read by 
two entertaining puppets and 
inspired by books published by 
Sipar, an organisation that pro-
duces unique educational 
books for Cambodian children 
to improve their reading ability 
and knowledge.

During the launch of Tey Tey 
Nitean, Minister Hang Chuon 
Naron said he was pleased to 
see creative and inspiring pro-
grammes being developed to 
support Cambodia’s children 
with their distance learning.

Chuon Naron said: “My min-

istry looks forward to broad-
casting this new storytelling 
programme for the enjoyment 
and educational purposes of 
children and their families 
through our online learning 
platforms, as well as through 
our new educational television 
channel, TVK2.”

He said the ministry, with the 
support of UNICEF, provides 
distance learning opportunities 
in key subjects to students 
ranging from pre-school to sec-
ondary school, including 
e-learning classes available 
online, on TV and radio.

UNICEF Cambodia chief of 
education officer Katheryn 
Bennett said: “We are proud to 
be working with the minister 
and his team in responding to 
children’s learning needs at this 
challenging time.

“Tey Tey Nitean, as well as the 
other critical and diverse dis-
tance learning programmes 
UNICEF is assisting the Minis-
try of Education, Youth and 
Sport to produce, are important 
for promoting equity and 
accountability in education 
service delivery so that even the 
most vulnerable children have 
opportunities to continue to 
learn.”

She said that to make sure 
every child and family knows 
about and can learn from Tey 
Tey the Storyteller, UNICEF is 
encouraging audiences to share 
their favourite books on social 
media with the hashtag 
#TeyTeyNitean.

Soth Koemsoeun 

 A SUSPECT was sent to the 
Stung Treng Provincial First 
Instant Court recently for killing 
a Douc Langur monkey at Ta 
Lat commune.

Stung Treng Provincial 
authorities arrested the farmer, 
Na Yun, 35, for shooting the 
white-tailed monkey at Svay 
Rieng village, Ta Lat commune, 
Sesan district, in the province 
and confiscated an air gun.

Ministry of Environment 
Spokesman Net Pheaktra told 
The Post on Saturday that it 
condemned the shooting. 
White-tailed monkeys are an 
endangered species in Cambo-
dia and globally.

He said there are about 20,000 
Douc Langur monkeys living at 
the eastern and northern parts 
of the Mekong River in Cambo-
dia. They are commonly found 
in Mondulkiri, Stung Treng, 
Ratanakkiri and Preah Vihear 
provinces.

Stung Treng Provincial First 
Instant Court spokesman 
Chhum Seanghak said: “The 
court is reviewing the case and 
I don’t know how the judge is 
going to decide. The court will 
make a decision on Monday 
morning,” he said.

In a separate incident 
involving storks, authorities 
have released two suspects 
who were arrested for trap-
ping five rare birds in Kam-

pong Chhnang province. 
A forest administration offi-

cial said on Saturday that the 
men were educated and signed 
a contract to stop trapping the 
birds and other rare animals. 
The birds were given to forest 
administration officials to be 
released at a secure place.

Kampong Chhnang city police 
chief Chhay Khemroth said two 
men were arrested after they set 
traps to catch the water birds on 
Saturday morning.

Khemroth said they con-
fessed that after catching the 
birds they would sell them for 
20,000 riel ($5).

Niem Chheng
 

C
AMBODIA plans to 
reduce expenses in 
all sectors and gov-
ernment institutions 

as part of a move to assist the 
economy to recover from the 
Covid-19 outbreak, a 22-page 
strategic plan for 2021-2023 
unveiled last Wednesday said.

In the circular, the govern-
ment said the economy has 
fallen by 1.9 per cent this year, 
but it expects it to rebound and 
grow by 3.5 per cent next year. 

The document was signed 
by Prime Minister Hun Sen 
and directed all state institu-
tions to make budget and ac-
tion plans.

The document said Cambo-
dia, like the rest of the world, 
had been heavily affected 
economically by the impact of 
Covid-19.

“However, according to re-
ports, the economy in 2021 
is predicted to rise by 3.5 per 
cent amid a slow increase in 
economic activities,” said the 
circular.

The key sectors that are 
primed for a 2021 recovery 
include agriculture (1.6 per 
cent expected increase), the 
industrial sector (4.1 per cent), 
and the service sector (3.6 per 
cent).

Public administration ex-
penses will be reduced by 6.4 

per cent in 2021 compared 
to this year’s budget. The ex-
pected 2021 administrative 
expenses account for 1.99 per 
cent of the country’s gross do-
mestic product (GDP).

Social affairs expenses for 
next year are planned to ac-
count for 6.14 per cent of the 
GDP – down 11.3 per cent 
compared to this year. 

The government will con-
tinue to focus on social and 
health conditions by support-
ing equity programmes and 
national protection schemes.

Expenses in the economic 
sector will be set at 6.42 per 
cent of the GDP, down 5.3 per 
cent compared to this year. 
These expenses will be used 

to diversify the economy, in-
crease competitiveness in the 
private sector and attract pub-
lic investment.

“The budget package in-
cludes vocational training for 
workers, support for workers 
whose factories have been 
suspended, cash transfer pro-
grammes, and social support 
for vulnerable people,” the cir-
cular said. 

The amount to be dedicated 
to each programme has yet to 
be determined and will be de-
cided by the government at a 
future date.

It said all state institutions 
are allowed to recruit new 
staff in order to replace those 
who retired, but new recruits 

cannot exceed the number of 
retired workers. Base salaries, 
seniority payments, support 
for contract officials and pen-
sion funds must be kept at the 
levels set for 2020. 

Financial bonuses of 50,000 
riel ($12.5) which are usually 
given twice to public officials 
during Khmer New Year and 
Pchum Ben Festival will not be 
given out in 2021.

Hong Vanak, an economic 
researcher at the Royal Acad-
emy of Cambodia said on 
Sunday that the expenses the 
government has planned are 
based on the long-term im-
pacts of Covid-19.

He said civil servants are not 
complaining about the gov-
ernment’s plan to keep their 
salary unchanged. Some had 
even contributed their salary 
to the state in the effort to fight 
Covid-19.

Vanak said a vaccine against 
the virus will be a decisive fac-
tor that will determine how 
fast the economy can improve. 
He said if there is no vaccine 
available by the end of this 
year, it will be hard for the gov-
ernment to achieve its goal of 
3.5 per cent economic growth. 

He said the tourism sector 
has been the hardest hit during 
the pandemic and expressed 
hope that the manufacturing 
sector will experience a big leap 
towards recovery in 2022. 

National
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Gov’t implements austerity 
measures to assist recovery

White-tailed monkeys are an 
endangered species in Cambodia 
and globally. environment ministry

The show can be viewed on the TVK2 channel, the ministry’s official 
Facebook page, and UNICEF Cambodia’s Facebook page. supplied

The document was signed by Prime Minister Hun Sen and directed all 
state institutions to make budget and action plans. facebook

Authorities arrest 
monkey poacher

Puppet show Tey Tey Nitean 
adds new flavour to e-learning
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Thailand exports skyrocket
Hin Pisei

B
ILATeRAL trade be-
tween Cambodia 
and Thailand was 
worth about $3.1 bil-

lion in the first four months of 
the year, up 18.3 per cent over 
the same period last year, 
data from the Cambodian 
embassy in Bangkok show.

Cambodia’s exports to 
Thailand during the period 
skyrocketed 106 per cent 
year-on-year to $687 million, 
as imports inched up 5.6 per 
cent year-on-year to $2.4 bil-
lion, the data showed.

The majority of Cambodia’s 
exports to Thailand are gem-
stones, jewellery, agricultural 
products and aluminium. Its 
imports mainly comprise of 
fuel, motorcycles, cars, gem-
stones and jewellery.

Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce vice-president 
Lim Heng told The Post on 
Sunday that there had been 
no significant Covid-19-relat-
ed disruptions in Cambodi-
an-Thai trade.

Though authorities banned 
travel between the two coun-
tries, goods continued to flow 
freely between the countries, 
he said.

During the travel restric-
tion period, some sectors saw 
a slight decline in trade, such 
as food and beverage, he said. 
Other sectors experienced high 
growth, such as agro-industry 
and agricultural production.

“This is the main reason 
why the two countries’ trade 
volume is growing at this 
time,” he said.

With a dose of optimism, 
Heng said: “I don’t believe the 
trade volume with Thailand 
will decline over the coming 
months.

“Given that the current 
situation surrounding the 
Covid-19 outbreak has vastly 
improved around the world, 
demand for products across 
all sectors is set to rebound.”

Cambodia Logistics Associa-
tion president Sin Chanthy said 
the surge in imports and ex-
ports during the period is due 
to the countries trading mostly 
everyday necessities such as 
food and agricultural products.

He said the figures would 
have been much lower if the 
two countries traded more 
than just “basic goods”, such 
as machinery.

“The Covid-19 crisis has not 
really affected trade between 
the two countries. And for the 
time being and in the near-fu-
ture, it won’t go down,” he said.

In March, Prime Minister 
Hun Sen said at the inaugu-
ration of national Road 55 
– linking Pursat town to the 
Thai border in Veal Veng dis-
trict’s Thma Da commune 
– that with the good coopera-
tion between the two govern-
ments and the private sectors 
of both countries, he hopes 
that bilateral trade will reach 
$15 billion this year.

An official report from the 
Thai embassy in Cambodia 
said that last year, the total 
volume of trade between Cam-
bodia and Thailand reached 
$9.41 billion, an increase of 12 

per cent compared with $8.38 
billion in 2018.

Thailand’s exports to Cam-
bodia are worth $7.14 billion, 
down six per cent from $7.61 
billion in 2018. The Kingdom’s 
exports to Thailand was $2.2 
billion, up 195 per cent com-
pared to 2018’s $768 million.

In the first nine months of 
this year, Thailand was the sec-
ond largest exporter to Cam-
bodia, accounting for 15 per 
cent of the Kingdom’s imports, 
following China (39 per cent), 
said the national Bank of Cam-
bodia’s Annual Report 2019.

Thailand was the seventh 
largest importer of Cambodian 
goods, accounting for four per 
cent of the Kingdom’s exports, 
after the uS, japan, Germany, 
China, Britain and Canada.

Thou Vireak

THe eu will provide $5.97 
million to fund two new proj-
ects to boost a green econom-
ic recovery in Cambodia. 

The goal is to promote sus-
tainable consumption and 
production of energy sources 
and put local small and me-
dium-size enterprises (SMes) 
on track to a green recovery, 
Global Green Growth Insti-
tute (GGGI) said in a press 
release on Friday.  

Funded by the eu, the 
“Switch to Solar” project will 
be implemented over four 
years from 2020-2024 by the 
nGO People In need to con-
tribute to sustainable and 
inclusive economic growth in 
rural areas of Cambodia.

Approximately 1.14 mil-
lion women, men and chil-
dren across six provinces and 
15 districts in the Tonle Sap 
Lake region will benefit from 
greater economic opportuni-

ties at the local level, a more 
sustainable natural environ-
ment, and greater access to 
environmentally-friendly 
products and services from 
target SMes, said GGGI.

People in need programme 
manager for economic em-
powerment and green energy 
jerus D’Silva said solar energy 
is currently one of the easi-
est to implement and fastest 
growing technologies in the 
field of renewable energy.

He highlighted that with 
energy being the foundation 
of everything that is econom-
ically viable, there needs to 
be more focus on developing 
sustainable forms of energy 
to build a sustainable and 
functioning economy.

“I believe this project will 
significantly contribute to the 
economic empowerment and 
livelihoods of people living in 
rural areas.

“The key results from this 
project are that business mod-
els and technology solutions 
are designed and promoted 
for local solar technology 
providers to strengthen and 
target SMes and consumers 
to improved awareness and 

access to a range of solar en-
ergy devices,” said D’Silva.

The second eu funded proj-
ect – “Promotion of sustain-
able energy practices in the 
garment sector in Cambodia” 
– will promote clean energy 
practices, including energy ef-
ficiency but also rooftop solar 
in garment manufacturing. 

GGGI said: “This project is 
implemented by the GGGI 
together with the nGO Geres 
and the Garment Manufac-
turing Association in Cambo-
dia [GMAC].

“It will stimulate demand 
for sustainable energy tech-
nologies in garment manu-
facturing by raising aware-
ness among factories around 
the strong business case for 
clean energy.”

The project will also work 
with banks and energy service 
providers to increase the sup-
ply of technologies, services 
and financial solutions for 
sustainable energy in manu-

facturing. 
Finally, the implement-

ing partners will work with 
Cambodian government to 
strengthen the regulatory 
framework for clean energy 
in manufacturing.

GGGI country representative 
to Cambodia Karolien Casaer-
Diez, claimed that GGGI’s eco-
nomic modelling projects that 
a 20 per cent increase in energy 
efficiency in the garment sec-
tor would lead to an increase of 
31 per cent in energy produc-
tivity by 2030 and $2 billion of 
avoided energy costs.

“This will help to sustainable 
energy practices strengthen 
the competitiveness of Cam-
bodian garment manufactur-
ing. This creates employment 
opportunities direly needed 
in one of the sectors hardest 
hit by the Covid-19 pandem-
ic,” she said. 

eu ambassador to Cam-
bodia Carmen Moreno said: 
“Our support will allow Cam-
bodian SMes harnessing the 
potential of green energy for 
developing agricultural value 
chains around the Tonle Sap 
lake and as well as for the gar-
ment sector.”

eu bankrolls green 
energy initiatives 

Thou Vireak

FARM loan applications to 
the state-owned Agricultural 
and Rural Development Bank 
(ARDB) reached $31 million 
on Friday.

ARDB director-general Kao 
Thach said applications for 
government loans have been 
growing rapidly since the gov-
ernment officially launched a 
$50 million fund in March.

He added that as of the sec-
ond week of the month, appli-
cations from small and medi-
um-sized enterprises (SMes) 
increased to 288 or $31 million, 
of which more than $4 million 
had already been approved.

“We encourage and call on 
our farmers to hurry and file ap-
plications for this programme 
in case they need to expand 
their business,” said Thach.

Most applications from small 
businesses focused on animal 
husbandry, fish, vegetable grow-
ers and fruit, in line with the 
government’s policy of boosting 
local production, he said.

“Credit under the govern-
ment’s special financing 
scheme will enable SMes in 
the agro-industry to expand 
production to strengthen 
competition and reduce im-
ports from abroad.

“I would like to request to 
fish farmers, livestock rais-

ers and vegetable growers 
to make clear plans to grow 
to meet the market needs in 
a sustainable way to reduce 
imports from neighbouring 
countries,” he said.

entrepreneurs can borrow 
from $10,000 to $300,000 to 
expand their business.

In a press release issued last 
month, the government said it 
has decided to reduce the inter-
est rate from six per cent to five 
per cent per annum for working 
capital and from 6.5 per cent to 
5.5 per cent for capital invest-
ment, free of service charges.

The government also de-
cided to adjust the maximum 
credit period from five to sev-
en years for the capital invest-
ment, said the statement.

At the same time, SMes that 
are not officially registered 
can also apply for credit, re-
quiring that the registration is 
completed within one month 
of receiving a loan.

Thach said at a signing cer-
emony with Wing (Cambo-
dia) Limited Specialised Bank 
late last month that the ARDB 
could receive some parts of the 
Ministry of economy and Fi-
nance’s $300 million financing, 
which will allocate additional 
financing to support and play 
a catalyst role to boost growth 
in key sectors during and after 
the Covid-19 crisis.

ARDB farm loans now total $31M 

ARDB director-general Kao Thach said applications for government 
loans have grown rapidly. hong menea

The ‘Switch to Solar Power’ project  will be implemented over four 
years to contribute to economic growth in rural areas. heng Chivoan

Bilateral trade with neighbouring Thailand jumped by 18.6 per cent while overall trade saw a 106 per cent  
increase in the first four months of the year. heng Chivoan
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Mahindra hints at giving up on SsangYong
M

AHInDRA & MAHIn-
DRA LTD, the Indian 
automaker that owns 
a 75 per cent stake in 

SsangYong Motor Co, has hinted 
at giving up control of the strug-
gling South Korean automaker amid 
snowballing losses from Covid-19, 
industry sources said on Sunday. 

Mahindra managing director 
Pawan Goenka reportedly told re-
porters last week: “SsangYong Motor 
needs a new investor. We are work-
ing with the company to see if we 
can secure investment.”

Goenka, who is also the chairman 
of SsangYong Motor’s board of di-
rectors, made the remarks during 
the automaker’s report on its first 
quarterly loss in 19 years.

Mahindra said it was mainly due 
to expanded losses from overseas 
entities, including SsangYong Motor 
and Mahindra GenZe, an electric bi-
cycle company based in the uS.

The Indian auto empire currently 
comprises 179 subsidiaries, 30 joint 
ventures and 28 associates.

Mahindra reported a net loss of 19.55 
billion rupees ($260 million), com-
pared with a net profit a year ago.

Mahindra deputy managing di-
rector Anish Shah was quoted as 
saying: “If a new investor comes on 
board, that automatically takes our 
stake down, or they may even buy 
our stake.”

He also reportedly said Mahindra 
will “exit loss-making international 
subsidiaries and entities over the next 
12 months”, to focus more on its core 
auto and farm equipment businesses.

But SsangYong Motor argued that 
did not mean Mahindra was with-
drawing immediately from the Ko-

rean entity.
“Mahindra is looking for a new in-

vestor, who may become the largest 
or the second-largest [shareholder of 
SsangYong Motor] – who knows? So 
it is still early to say that Mahindra is 
giving up on us,” a SsangYong Motor 
official told The Korea Herald.

Regarding the company’s appar-
ent plans to exit underperforming 
overseas entities, he said the re-

marks had not come directly from 
Goenka and lacked credibility.

But in recent months, Mahindra 
has been minimising its direct assis-
tance for the cash-strapped Korean 
automaker, which just marked its 
13th consecutive quarter in the red.

In April, Mahindra rejected a call 
for fresh funding for SsangYong Mo-
tor in the amount of 500 billion won 
($404 million) due to the economic 

downturn resulting from Covid-19. 
Instead, it injected 40 billion won 
last month.

ever since Mahindra acquired 
SsangYong Motor in 2011, the Ko-
rean automaker barely managed to 
turn a profit until the launch of its 
compact sport utility vehicle the 
Tivoli in 2016. But the momentum 
did not last long.

Meanwhile, to secure liquidity, 

SsangYong Motor said it would ap-
ply for the government subsidy pro-
gramme established to help com-
panies struggling to cope with the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

under the direction of the Ministry 
of economy and Finance, the state-
owned Korea Development Bank 
will roll out 40 trillion won worth of 
subsidies.

A SsangYong Motor official told 
The Korea Herald: “While detailed 
criteria for application are yet to 
be released, the company has been 
keeping a close eye to apply to re-
ceive the government funds.”

But, the ministry said, the situa-
tion of SsangYong Motor is unre-
lated to Covid-19, as its losses were 
reported prior to the outbreak.

A SsangYong Motor official rebut-
ted the statement, saying: “Mahi-
ndra made it clear in April that it is 
not investing in SsangYong due to 
difficulties caused by Covid-19.”

He said the company’s sales and 
export volume had also deteriorat-
ed due to industry uncertainty amid 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Since September, the company has 
been following a self-rescue plan, 
which has entailed cost-cutting 
measures such as salary cutbacks 
and reduced employee benefits. 

earlier this month, it sold an 
after-sales service centre located 
in Seoul’s Guro district, for 180 bil-
lion won to secure capital. The total 
amount will be deposited by the end 
of this month, said the company. 

The Korean automaker estimated 
that a total of 500 billion won would 
be needed over the next three years 
to normalise its management. THE KO-

REA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

VIeTnAM has won a tender 
offered by the Philippines 
to export 60,000 tonnes of 
rice to the partner country 
at a higher price than that 
of countries which won the 
bids, said Vietnam’s Ministry 
of Industry and Trade.

Accordingly, 45,000 tonnes 
out of the total would be de-
livered to Manila while the re-
maining 15,000 tonnes would 
be sent to Davao.

The Philippines invited ten-
ders for a project to purchase 
300,000 tonnes of rice under 
government-to-government 
(G2G) auction.

This is the first auction in 
the form of G2G since the 
Philippines’ rice industry 
was liberalised. The coun-
try’s import under the G2G 
mechanism is due to the fact 
that many businesses have 
yet to deliver rice in private 
contracts signed earlier with 
the Philippines’ counterpart, 
while the G2G contracts have 
faster delivery times.

The Philippine Internation-
al Trading Corp (PITC) was 
given $149 million by the gov-
ernment to buy the rice.

In particular, the Philippines 
needs 25 per cent broken rice 
at the reference price of $497.62 
per tonne, delivered at the ports 
of Manila, Cebu, Tacloban, 
Zamboanga and Davao.

The rice would be for nation-
al reserves to ensure national 
food security amid the impact 

of the novel coronavirus.
India, Thailand, Myanmar 

and Vietnam submitted their 
bids, and only Thailand failed 
to win the contract.

India is set to supply 96,000 
tonnes with prices of $484.70 
and $486.70 per tonne while 
Vietnam is projected to 
ship 60,000 tonnes priced at 
$497.30 per tonne. Myanmar 
is to sell 33,000 tonnes for 
$489.30 per tonne.

It is expected that the first 
150,000 tonnes of rice would 
be delivered before july 14. 
The remaining amount would 
be before August 14.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of In-
dustry and Trade said Vietnam’s 
rice exports surged after the gov-
ernment allowed the resump-
tion of exports from May 1.

The General Statistics Office 
said in the first five months of 
the year, rice export turnover 
reached $1.4 billion, posting 17.2 
per cent and 3.7 per cent year-
on-year increase respectively.

It was estimated that rice ex-
ports in May sharply increased 
by 47 per cent and 55.3 per 
cent in terms of quantity and 
value over the previous month 
to reach 750,000 tonnes with 
value of $395 million.

notably, Vietnam’s rice ex-
port prices last month was at 
an average of $527 per tonne, 
representing 21.4 per cent 
year-on-year increase. This has 
been the highest hike in years.

In total, the average rice export 
price in the first five months of 
the year was $485 per tonne. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vietnam set to supply 60,000 
tonnes of rice to Philippines

Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd managing director Pawan Goenka reportedly told reporters last week that the company is working with 
SsangYong Motor Co to see if a new investor can be secured. YONHAP NEWS AGENCY/THE KOREA HERALD

Vietnam has won a tender offered by the Philippines to export 60,000 
tonnes of rice to the country. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS
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Chip Mong Group, one of the 
largest homegrown conglom-
erates, clinched an agreement 
with Chicago, US-based Hyatt 
Hotels Corp in 2016 to build 
the five-star Hyatt Regency 
Phnom Penh on Street 178 in 
Daun Penh district’s Phsar 
Kandal II commune.

The hotel was scheduled to 
open this year.

But as the Covid-19 crisis 
ravaged the tourism sector do-
mestically and international-
ly, hotel shutdowns, bankrupt 
airlines and business closures 
became the norm, with unem-
ployment intensifying.

Chip Mong Group senior 
vice-president Simon Dell sat 
down with The Post’s Rann 
Reuy to discuss the hotel proj-
ect and discuss the outlook for 
travel in the future.

How has Covid-19 affected 
construction of the project? 

We have felt some impact 
stemming from Covid-19, 
mainly to our material sup-
ply. naturally, we had suppli-
ers for many items of furni-
ture, fixtures and fittings from 
around the world. Factory 
closures in Vietnam, China 
and elsewhere have had an 
adverse effect on our project.

But now they are open and 
running again, putting an 

end to a couple of months of 
inactivity. When we needed 
professionals to install some-
thing, maybe some lighting or 
some of the more complicat-
ed IT systems, they could not 
travel here. These obstacles 
have helped solidify our con-
fidence in dealing with them.

Are you still committed to a 
2020 opening?

Yes, absolutely, we are com-
mitted to this year. Sure, we hit 
a few snags along the way and 

lost two months or so. But as 
everything picks up pace, we 
are managing the issues.

The borders are reopening 
and we are getting the things 
we need. There aren’t any ma-
jor setbacks left now. We’ll still 
be able to open in a couple 
months’ time. We’re not wor-
ried about that.

Is there any chance of open-
ing in the coming months?

That is the multi-million 
dollar question. I am sure 

everybody in the world who 
owns or operates constantly 
asks: “When is my business 
coming back?

The travel industry has 
been resilient in the face of 
other challenges and disas-
ters around the world before. 
We’ve faced some very dif-
ficult times following natural 
disasters and acts of terror-
ism. We’ve all heard the sto-
ries from back in 2001.

We change, we adapt, we 
improve, we set out to do 

things differently and then we 
make our comeback. That’s 
how we do things. Have a lit-
tle faith, and of course, hotels, 
travel business and airlines 
will make a return. But there 
will be changes, and, a num-
ber of companies will be lost 
forever, that’s a given.

We are a strong company 
and are not concerned about 
our financial situation. We 
can overcome this.

We’ve run the questions 
by our partner, Hyatt, over 
the last couple of months: 
“When is the right time to 
open? When will guests start 
coming in? When will other 
clients come to eat, or have 
their wedding receptions?”

The hotel is 97 per cent fin-
ished and we believe it could 
open very soon. I have been 
in direct contact with Hyatt 
and we are deliberating on 
the opening date.

Will the tourism sector notch 
up a strong recovery after the 
crisis?

Certainly, travelling will re-
turn, I guarantee it. I will not 
stop travelling and I will go 
with my wife to some beautiful 
holidays, just like everybody 
else. I am sure you will, too.

Maybe our habits toward 
travelling will have changed, 
given the terrible health pan-
demic resonating around the 
world.

These were very unfortu-
nate circumstances. now 
we must assess the damages 

and repair them. We are very 
confident in the country’s re-
sponse – the government has 
done everything it can to curb 
the pandemic’s fallout and 
keep the outbreak here under 
control.

More importantly, we must 
look for ways to remedy the 
situation and prevent further 
impact. We will adapt – we 
will be more health-conscious 
in our travel.

How much has been invested 
in the project?

The project costs $180 mil-
lion, namely $55 million for 
the land investment is, and 
$125 million for construction, 
equipment and the decor.

Will you be able to compete 
with existing hotel opera-
tors? 

Yes. no question at all for us! 
We are a well-respected hotel 
because of our great brand. 
But, we also know that the 
country is growing and busi-
ness is gaining momentum.

There is a bright future in 
store for Phnom Penh. And 
Chip Mong Group is a strong 
part of the country’s business 
and economic development.

There is ample opportunity 
for hotels to find success here. 
A good hotel that provides good 
services, good products, and a 
good restaurant which people 
enjoy will be successful.

This interview has been edited 
for length and clarity.

Chip Mong Group VP Dell talks travel sector

Chip Mong senior vice-president Simon Dell is bullish on a 2020 opening of a five-star Hyatt Regency Phnom 
Penh Hotel on Street 178 . HENG CHIVOAN

BUSINESS
INSIDER
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Fresh world protests against racism
T

H O u S A n D S 
marched in cities 
around the world for 
a second week of ral-

lies on Saturday to support 
the uS Black Lives Matter 
movement, but also to high-
light racism and police bru-
tality in their own countries.

There were rallies in cities 
across europe, with thou-
sands demonstrating in sev-
eral French cities, and clashes 
breaking out in Paris and Lyon.

Police arrested several far-
right demonstrators in London 
after violence when they chal-
lenged people supporting racial 
quality there, with Prime Minis-
ter Boris johnson denouncing 
their “racist thuggery”.

The weeks of historic dem-
onstrations have been ignited 
by the May 25 killing of Afri-
can American George Floyd by 
a police officer – the latest in 
a long line of unarmed black 
men being killed by white law 
enforcement in the uS.

His agonising death as the 
officer knelt on his neck was 
filmed by bystanders and 
swiftly went viral, triggering 
fury first in the uS and then 
around the world.

The mass unrest has forced 
an unprecedented global 
conversation on the legacy 
of slavery, european colo-
nialism and white violence 
against people of colour, as 
well as the militarisation of 
police in the uS.

Police stopped protesters 
in Paris on Saturday from 
marching through the capi-
tal, firing tear gas after some 
demonstrators pelted them 
with projectiles.

In the southeast city of 
Lyon, police used water can-
nons and tear gas at the end 
of a demonstration attended 
by about 2,000 people.

The Paris demonstration 
was called by a pressure group 

campaigning for justice for 
Adama Traore, a young black 
man who died in police cus-
tody in 2016.

Traore’s sister Assa Traore 
called on those attending the 
rally to “denounce the denial 
of justice, denounce social, 
racial, police violence”.

She drew a direct parallel 
between Floyd’s death in the 
uS city of Minneapolis and 
that of her brother and re-
newed her call for a full inves-
tigation into his killing.

Amnesty International 
called in a statement for “a 
systemic reform of police 
practices” in France.

The rallies came at the end 
of a week when France’s police 
watchdog revealed it had re-
ceived almost 1,500 complaints 
against officers last year – half 
of them for alleged violence. 

Minister of the Interior 
Christophe Castaner on Tues-
day promised “zero tolerance” 

of racism in law enforcement, 
saying it is clear some officers 
“have failed in their Republi-
can duty”.

Castaner’s comments 
prompted several dozen po-
licemen to gather with their 
patrol cars at Paris’s Arc de 
Triomphe on Saturday night, 
throwing down their hand-
cuffs in protest.

Brut Yoann Maras, a repre-
sentative from police union Al-
liance, told AFP: “My colleagues 
felt let down, abandoned by 
their supervising minister.”

In London, far-right pro-
testers clashed with police in 
the city centre after gathering 
to challenge people demon-
strating against racism.

Thousands of people de-
fied coronavirus restrictions 
to assemble in and around 
Parliament Square, requiring 
a “major” policing operation, 
said the Metropolitan Police 
Service.

Television footage showed 
some agitators throwing 
punches, bottles and smoke 
bombs at officers as well as 
fighting with rival protesters.

Prime Minister Boris john-
son condemned the violence, 
saying “racist thuggery has no 
place on our streets”.

Police said they arrested 
more than 100 people in the 
capital, and six officers suf-
fered minor injuries. 

Anti-racism protests went 
ahead in other British cities, in-
cluding Brighton in the south 
and Liverpool in the north.

Thousands marched in sev-
eral cities across Switzerland, 
with the largest in Zurich, 
where 10,000 people turned 
out. Police said one officer 
was hurt after a few hundred 
hard-left activists there began 
throwing projectiles. They 
made several arrests.

earlier in the week, around 
10,000 marched against rac-

ism in Geneva.
In Germany, around 2,000 

rallied in the southern city of 
Stuttgart, the DPA news agency 
reported. In the north, another 
500 turned out in Lubeck and 
250 in Hamburg. There were 
no reports of any trouble.

In Australia, thousands turned 
out in several cities for the sec-
ond weekend running, despite 
coronavirus restrictions. The 
biggest was in the Western Aus-
tralian capital Perth.

Many demonstrators car-
ried signs such as “Stop 
deaths in custody” and 
“White Australia stop lying 
to yourselves”, highlighting 
the deaths of more than 400 
indigenous people in custody 
over the last three decades.

Smaller protests for Aborig-
inal rights were held in Dar-
win, capital of the northern 
Territory, and towns in neigh-
bouring Queensland – both 
regions with numerous indig-
enous communities.

In Asia, hundreds gathered in 
a Taipei park with some hold-
ing signs with slogans such as 
“This is a movement, not a mo-
ment”. They held eight minutes 
of silence to remember Floyd, 
who was pinned to the ground 
by the white officer’s knee on 
his neck for eight minutes and 
46 seconds.

Dozens also marched 
through the rain in Tokyo.

In Canada, officials in the 
eastern province of new 
Brunswick announced on Sat-
urday that they had opened an 
investigation into the fatal po-
lice shooting of a 48-year-old 
indigenous man, the second 
such incident this month.

And in the uS the anger was 
refreshed after yet another 
black man was shot dead by 
police, this time in the city of 
Atlanta on Friday evening.

The city’s police chief re-
signed on Saturday. AFP

Pressure grows on ICC with new uS sanctions
THe International Criminal Court 
(ICC) must step up to ensure its sur-
vival after uS President Donald Trump 
authorised sanctions against the tribu-
nal over an Afghan war crimes probe, 
experts said on Friday.

Trump’s administration on Thursday 
unleashed an unprecedented onslaught 
against what it branded a “kangaroo 
court”, subjecting ICC officials to asset 
freezes and travel bans if they target uS 
personnel.

The move escalates long-standing 
uS opposition to The Hague-based 
court, which is battling its poor track 
record of convictions, lack of support 
from the world’s largest powers and 
internal disputes over pay.

But analysts and rights groups urged 
the under-fire ICC – set up in 2002 to 
prosecute the world’s worst crimes – to 
continue its work with renewed vigour 
if it wants to cement its legitimacy.

William Schabas, an international 
criminal law professor at Leiden univer-
sity, said: “I believe the future of the court 
depends on its willingness to prosecute 

the ‘hard cases’ involving powerful coun-
tries like the united States, Israel, Russia 
and the united Kingdom.

“For too long its work has been 
directed at developing countries and 
pariah states. Delivering equal justice 
for all means that it can tackle the 
strong as well as the weak.”

The uS – like Russia, China, Israel, 
Syria and several other countries – is 
not a member of the ICC, and its oppo-
sition to the court is longstanding.

In 2002, the uS Congress even passed 
the so-called “Hague Invasion Act” 
allowing the uS president to authorise 
military force to free any uS personnel 
held by the ICC – in theory making an 
invasion of Dutch shores a possibility.

But the Trump administration has now 
gone further, pre-emptively targeting the 
court over any attempt to prosecute uS 
personnel over alleged war crimes in 
Afghanistan or its ally Israel over the 
situation in the Palestinian territories.

uS Attorney General Bill Barr said 
Thursday’s steps were just the first 
against a “corrupt” institution that he 

accused, without giving evidence, of 
being manipulated by Russia.

Personal sanctions by Washington 
are “unprecedented”, said Carsten 
Stahn, programme director at Leiden 
university’s Grotius Centre for Inter-
national Legal Studies in The Hague.

He said: “They may complicate the 
investigations and seek to discredit not 
only individuals but the institution as 
such. It is thus important that other 
states speak up clearly to support the 
independence of the court.”

Rights groups too have called on the 
ICC’s 123 member states to reaffirm its 
support for the tribunal, a court of last 
resort for war crimes and crimes 
against humanity if countries were 
unwilling or unable to prosecute sus-
pects themselves.

Amal nassar, the International Fed-
eration for Human Rights’ representa-
tive at the ICC, said: “It is now upon 
ICC member states to translate their 
statements of support into action.

“This includes full cooperation with 
the court in its investigations, adequate 

resources, and a clear signal that ICC 
staff, their families, human rights defend-
ers and legal professionals can count on 
their support and protection.”

But the virulent uS opposition 
against the ICC might have a counter-
productive effect, said Stahn.

“Curiously, the uS political attacks 
may backfire in the sense that they may 
create a new wave of solidarity at a time 
where the ICC is undergoing internal 
reform efforts,” he said.

Its governing body, the Assembly of 
States Parties, in particular, “is now 
asked more than ever to reaffirm the 
core principles of the ICC”, said Stahn.

However, Stahn said he did not 
believe the sanctions would threaten 
the court’s existence.

The ICC has started a new set of pros-
ecutions which included the surrender 
of Ali Kushayb, a janjaweed militiaman 
accused of war crimes committed in 
Sudan’s Darfur region in 2003-2004.

“In some situations, ICC investiga-
tions may also serve uS interests,” he 
said. AFP

nK vows 
‘action’ 
against 
S Korea
nORTH Korea will take “action” 
against the South and entrust 
its military to carry it out, Kim 
Yo-jong, the powerful sister of 
leader Kim jong-un, threat-
ened on Saturday in a state-
ment carried by the state-run 
Korean Central news Agency 
(KCnA).

“I feel it is high time to sure-
ly break with the South Korean 
authorities. We will soon take 
a next action,” she said in the 
latest denunciation of Seoul.

The north has issued a series 
of vitriolic condemnations of 
the South over activists send-
ing anti-Pyongyang leaflets 
over the border – something 
defectors do regularly.

“By exercising my power 
authorised by the Supreme 
Leader, our Party and the state, 
I gave an instruction to the 
arms of the department in 
charge of the affairs with ene-
my to decisively carry out the 
next action,” said Kim Yo-jong, 
who is a key adviser to her 
brother.

She added that “the right to 
taking the next action against 
the enemy will be entrusted to 
the General Staff of our 
army”.

Kim did not elaborate on 
what the military action would 
be but appeared to threaten 
the destruction of the joint 
Liaison Office, in the north 
Korean border city of 
Kaesong.

“Before long, a tragic scene 
of the useless north-south 
joint liaison office completely 
collapsed would be seen,” her 
statement on KCnA said.

‘Pre-emptive attack’
early this month she con-

demned Seoul for not blocking 
activists from flying balloons 
carrying anti-regime leaflets 
across the border.

Pyongyang has since issued 
a series of statements and held 
several citizens’ rallies railing 
against the South, with KCnA 
describing leaflet scattering as 
“an act of a pre-emptive attack 
that precedes a war”.

“It is necessary to make them 
keenly feel what they have 
done,” said Kim, referring to 
what she called the South’s 
failure to stop the leaflet cam-
paign.

It was the second angry out-
burst from Pyongyang on Sat-
urday. earlier in the day, the 
north excoriated the South for 
making “nonsensical talking” 
about the denuclearisation 
process and trying to “meddle” 
in the uS-north talks.

Inter-Korean ties have been 
at a standstill since the col-
lapse of the second uS-north 
summit in Hanoi in February 
last year, with a deadlock over 
the concessions Washington 
was willing to offer in return 
for Pyongyang’s denuclearisa-
tion measures. AFP

Police stopped protesters in Paris on Saturday from marching through the capital, firing tear gas after some 
demonstrators pelted them with projectiles. AFP
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‘Most essential workers don’t want to do job’
D

OCTOR, nurse, cleaner, 
garbage collector, hawker 
– these are the jobs that 
Singaporeans consider 

most essential in today’s society.
Yet, many shun most such work 

themselves, with 57 per cent of re-
spondents in a survey saying they 
do not want to be garbage collec-
tors, and 42 per cent rejecting clean-
ing jobs.

Conversely, occupations such as 
business consultant and human re-
source manager were ranked among 
the five most “non-essential” jobs 
but were also among the top jobs 
people want to do.

“A big factor in the calculus [of how 
people choose jobs] . . . is the ‘social 
prestige’ attached to the job – es-
sential or otherwise,” said national 
university of Singapore sociologist 
Vincent Chua.

Willie Cheng, who sits on sev-
eral commercial and non-profit 
boards, said the findings reflect 
Singapore’s increasingly class-
conscious society.

“Ordinary manual labour is gener-
ally frowned upon in our knowledge 
society. It also does not help in shap-
ing perceptions that many of these 
jobs are being performed by mi-
grant workers whose availability has 
helped depress wages further,” said 
Cheng, a former managing partner 
at Accenture, a multinational com-
pany that provides management 
consulting services.

But perceptions have improved, 
according to the survey of 1,000 
people commissioned by The Sun-
day Times and conducted by con-
sumer research firm Milieu Insight 
Pte Ltd.

Two in three respondents agreed 
that their perceptions of essential 
workers in Singapore have changed 
since the Covid-19 outbreak started, 
with almost all saying their impres-
sions have either “improved a lot” or 
“improved a little”.

However, only 17 per cent of those 
polled said they are more interested 
in working as essential workers now. 
Similarly, only 17 per cent of them 
are more open to having their chil-
dren take up jobs as essential work-
ers now.

even if salaries were tripled, half 
would still say no to working as a 
construction worker, cleaner or se-

curity guard.
Cheng said: “The survey results 

show that the desirability of a job is 
not always correlated to the mone-
tary compensation. One’s salary can 
create dissatisfaction if not suffi-
cient, but by itself is not motivating. 
Motivators are matters like achieve-
ment, recognition, the nature of the 
work and growth.”

nonetheless, respondents said 
that salary is very important, which 
suggested that for many, salary and 
the nature of a job go hand in hand.

About 22 per cent of respondents 
picked salary as the most important 
attribute of a job, behind only “job that 

matches my interest”, the top attribute 
for 37 per cent of respondents.

economist Walter Theseira said 
it may be hard to separate inter-
est from salary, as some people are 
convinced they are interested in a 
job when what has actually inter-
ested them could be the high salary 
potential or the lifestyle associated 
with the job.

“As an interviewer for student ad-
missions, I never cease to be amazed 
by the number of students who 
sincerely tell me they have always 
found, say, accounting interesting.

“I assume that if garbage collec-
tion paid as well and had great ca-
reer prospects, and admission to a 
training programme was selective, I 
would have prospective trainees tell 
me the same thing,” said the Singa-
pore university of Social Sciences 
academic.

Dispelling misconceptions is key, 
said Security Association Singapore 
president Raj joshua Thomas.

“We need to move away from 
the idea that security officers are 
general workers that can be called 
upon to help with errands. They are 
now often seen as arms and legs for 
general assistance to the managing 
agent or facilities manager.”

Instead, security officers are spe-
cialised personnel who spend a sig-
nificant amount of time in training, 
he said.

The survey also found that age 
plays a part in determining how 
some jobs are viewed.

The younger generation – those 
aged 16 to 24, for instance – are more 
likely than the older generation aged 
55 and above to view corporate law-
yer, human resource manager and 

public relations specialist jobs as 
being more essential.

Younger people are also less likely 
than older people aged 45 and above 
to consider cleaning and garbage 
collection jobs as essential.

Delane Lim, 34, who does human 
resource consulting as the manag-
ing partner of Polygon Asia Consult-
ing enterprise, puts this down to dif-
ferent life experiences.

He thinks that younger Singapor-
eans may not think manual work is 
essential partly because they do not 
interact with or notice the “invisible 
workers” doing those jobs.

“The older Merdeka or Pioneer 
generations, however, have contrib-
uted greatly to Singapore during a 
time of struggle, hardship and sac-
rifice and therefore are more aware 
of the value of certain manual jobs.”

Young people’s perceptions could 
change if they, like ezio ng, 18, who 
dropped out of polytechnic, were to 
find themselves on a different path.

Four months ago, ng chose to take 
up a cleaning job in an environmen-
tal hygiene company instead of a lo-
gistics role at a bookstore.

“People may look down on clean-
ers, but I wanted to try something 
different and experience what their 
daily life is like,” said ng, whose job 
entails spraying disinfectant solu-
tion at various locations. He earns 
about S$1,900 (uS$1,360) a month.

Also, any job can be a stepping 
stone, he said. “I do worry about 
whether the pay is enough for me to 
support a family, but I believe that in 
every job, there are skills I can learn 
that will be useful for future career 
progression.” THE STRAITS TIMES (SINGA-

PORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Indonesian police battle 
wave of ‘body snatching’

Only 17 per cent of those polled said they are more interested in working as essential 
workers now. Similarly, only 17 per cent of them are more open to having their 
children take up jobs as essential workers now. THE STRAITS TIMES

InDOneSIAn hospitals are 
beefing up security at their 
morgues after a spate of body-
snatchings by relatives seeking 
traditional burials for family 
members who died of Covid-
19, police said on Friday.

under new rules in the 
sprawling archipelago, Covid-
19 victims must be wrapped in 
plastic and buried quickly to 
prevent the virus spreading, 
meaning grieving relatives 
are unable to follow Muslim 
funeral practices, which in-
clude washing the dead from 
head to toe.

Families in the Muslim-ma-
jority nation have also been 
urged not to linger at cem-
eteries, robbing them of the 
chance to perform prayers for 
loved ones.

Large groups of distraught 
relatives descended on sev-
eral hospitals in Makassar on 
Sulawesi island last week, with 
some managing to forcefully 
take away bodies set to be 
buried under the virus proto-
cols, according to authorities.

At least 33 people were 
arrested, said local police 
spokesman Ibrahim Tompo, 
who added that they faced up 
to seven years in prison for 
violating health quarantine 
regulations.

In response, Makassar au-
thorities have deployed more 
personnel to guard local hos-
pitals, said Ibrahim.

He said rumours that some 

victims of the slated for a 
quick burial had died of un-
related illnesses had exacer-
bated the situation. “This an-
gered the families and locals 
so they decided to forcefully 
take the bodies home.”

In Surabaya, Indonesia’s 
second-biggest city, authori-
ties said on Friday that they 
had arrested four people after 
relatives grabbed the body of 
a suspected virus victim from 
a local hospital.

Also this week, dozens of 
people snatched the corpse of 

a man who died at the hospi-
tal in Bekasi, a city that borders 
the capital jakarta, said police.

Citing the interrogation of 
one suspect, police said the 
man took to snatching his 
relative because he had died 
before test results were avail-
able. They later confirmed he 
had the virus.

Officially, Indonesia has 
more than 37,000 cases of 
Covid-19 and 2,000 deaths. 
But with low testing rates, the 
real toll is widely believed to 
be much higher. AFP

Large groups of distraught relatives descended on several hospitals 
in Makassar on Indonesia’s Sulawesi island last week, with some 
managing to forcefully take away bodies set to be buried under the 
virus protocols. AFP
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A
CADeMIC literature 
suggest that Cambo-
dia’s poverty reduc-
tion strategy should 

focus on two pillars: improv-
ing agricultural production 
inputs and the creation of 
incoming-earning opportu-
nities for rural communities. 
Those studies state three 
important components: 
access to land ownership, 
education and healthcare. 
The finding notes that when 
those poor communities 
have better access to these 
three components, they can 
improve their agricultural 
production and are able to 
make income, thus contrib-
uting to poverty reduction.

 The Cambodian govern-
ment has adopted and imple-
mented decentralisation poli-
cy over the past 10 years. But 
the recent announcement by 
Minister of Interior Sar Kheng 
to transfer 20,000 medical 
personnel and to allocate 
$166 million to each capital 
and provincial administration 
presents an emerging policy 
outcome. The move not only 
demonstrates the govern-
ment’s commitment to good 
governance, but it also aligns 
with research finding on pov-
erty alleviation strategy in the 
Kingdom.

It’s estimated that the out-
of-pocket spending on 
healthcare per capita in 2014 
was $68 and every Cambodi-
an contributed $43 to this 
spending. Those in rural areas 
spend 11 per cent of house-
hold expenditure on health, 
while the poorest households 
tend to spend more – approx-
imately 20 per cent of the 
total household expenditure. 

Limited resources 
The World Bank figure indi-

cates that 90 per cent of the 
poor reside in remote Cam-
bodia. In this sense, poverty 
is a predominantly rural 
issue, whereas those in urban 
areas enjoy a better standard 
of living and access to public 
services, mainly healthcare. 

Despite the significant 
improvement of healthcare in 
Cambodia, the access to quali-

ty healthcare for those in rural 
areas have made little or no 
improvement. A study of child 
deliveries found that 96 per 
cent of deliveries in urban are-
as occur in hospitals, com-
pared to just 46 per cent of 
deliveries in Kratie province. 
The study notes that 53 per 
cent of deliveries occur at 
home and attended by 
unskilled birth attendants. 
This huge data gap is driven by 
difficult access to affordable 
healthcare services between 
those in rural and urban areas.  

Cambodia’s healthcare 
remains dependent on donors 
and managed in a very cen-
tralised system. Manpower 
and resources are centralised 
in urban areas and at the Min-
istry of Health. A report in 
2014 noted that only 30 per 
cent of the budget was allocat-
ed to the sub-national admin-
istrations. A study in 2010 not-
ed that 54 per cent of doctors 
were stationed and employed 
in Phnom Penh which 
accounted for just 9.3 per cent 

of the total population. 
These create the huge den-

sity between health personnel 
and the population. A public 
health review conducted by 
researchers at the university 
of new South Wales in 2010 
found that doctor density 
between 2000 to 2009 stood at 
two per 10,000 people. While 
nursing and midwifery live 
births density stood at nine 
per 10,000 people. 

Poverty reduction
The better access to quality 

healthcare can contribute to 
the modernisation of agricul-
ture. The Kingdom relies 
heavily on agriculture which 
employs three-fifths of its 
labour force. The figure of the 
Food and Agriculture Organi-
sation estimates that agricul-
ture accounts for 35 per cent 
of Cambodia’s GDP. Having 
better access to quality 
healthcare services means 
that those poor communities 
don’t have to spend much 
money on healthcare. 

Instead, they can invest in 
agricultural assets such as 
modern machinery, high 
yield fertilisers and seeds, 
thus contributing to the 
improvement of agricultural 
production inputs. 

Analysis suggests that this 
policy intervention will 
reduce the disparity in the 
development stages of Cam-
bodia. economists argue that 
unskilled labor has under-
mined a country’s economy 
from getting off the ground. 
Cambodia is a classic exam-
ple of that assumption. The 
study of the International 
Labour Organisations in 2015 
indicated that about 250,000 
to 300,000 of young Cambodi-
ans enter the workforce per 
year. The majority of them are 
unskilled labour and didn’t 
even finish high school. 

If they have better access to 
cheap and quality healthcare 
services, they can save some 
money and invest in their chil-
dren’s education. Throughout 
this cycle, the next 10 years’ 

workforces will be more edu-
cated and skillful than those 
who entered the workforce 10 
years ago. They are the man-
power and the hope of the 
development stages of Cam-
bodia’s economy.

Arguably, these will also 
strengthen good governance at 
sub-national governments. If 
those poor communities and 
their children are educated and 
have a better living standard, 
they will be more active in 
political participation. And 
they are more likely to assert 
their political rights to safe-
guard their interest, thus lead-
ing to institutional reforms and 
public accountability. 

Perhaps it’s too early to 
make any assumptions about 
its success and failure. But this 
is a good policy intervention 
to ensure that those in rural 
areas are not left behind. 

The author is a recipient of Australian 
Awards and a postgraduate student in 
Public Policy and Management at the 
University of Melbourne, Australia. The 
views expressed are solely his own.

Opinion
Sopharith Sin

Public health decentralisation can 
contribute to poverty reduction

Having better access to quality healthcare services means that poor communities don’t have to spend much money on healthcare. Instead, they 
can invest in agricultural assets such as modern machinery, high yield fertilisers and seeds, thus contributing to the improvement of agricultural 
production inputs. HONG MENEA



Tour guide Mike Anderson (right) leads visitors on a ‘Plague Walk’, taking them 
around sites in Stockholm’s old town related to past pandemics. AFP
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Scientists see 
signs of hope 
after massive 
Chernobyl fire
u

KRAInIAn scien-
tist Oleksandr Bor-
suk looks bitterly at 
the charred trunks 

of old pine trees as the acrid 
smell of burnt wood hangs in 
the air.

The scene he is taking in 
would not be out of place on 
the set of a sci-fi post-apoca-
lyptic movie.

In the spring a huge fire 
battered the Chernobyl ex-
clusion zone, devastating the 
lush forests at the scene of 
the world’s worst nuclear ac-
cident and dealing a major 
blow to its ecosystem.

“This pine forest will never 
be reborn,” said Borsuk, the 
32-year-old head of the flora 
and fauna lab at the Cher-
nobyl reserve, adding that a 
new ecosystem will form in 
its place.

The fire, which broke out in 
April and was only put out in 
mid-May, reached to within 
just 1.5km of the protective 
dome over a ruined reactor, 
said environmental nGO 
Greenpeace.

The blaze – the largest 
since the 1986 catastrophe – 
spanned 66,000ha, including 
42,000ha of forests.

The fire also tore through 
10 abandoned villages and 
an old cemetery near the vil-
lage of Rozsokha, leaving be-
hind burnt iron crosses and 
charred nameplates.

Several pine trees fell across 
the tombs.

Authorities said that no in-
crease in radiation levels had 
been detected and there were 
no human casualties.

Local wildlife has not been 
spared, however.

While birds and large ani-
mals such as wolves, elks and 
lynxes managed to escape, 
some small mammals like 
hares as well as snakes and 
other reptiles perished.

Speaking on a tour of the 
devastated areas, Borsuk said 
it was still too early to assess 
the full damage but noted 
that the conifer forests were 
hit hardest. 

“It takes a long time for co-
nifers to regenerate,” he said. 
“The trees will be dying for 
the next two to three years.”

However, he added, most of 
the forests will survive.

‘Animals are returning’
Denys Vyshnevsky, head of 

science at the Chernobyl re-

serve, said a lot of plants had 
died but the worst had been 
avoided.

He said: “We are constantly 
monitoring and we are seeing 
positive trends . . . The ani-
mals are returning. The birds 
are already returning.”

even areas completely dev-
astated by the fire will regen-
erate in a few years, said Vy-
shnevsky.

experts say the fire, which 
came from outside the ex-
clusion zone, was caused by 
an unusually dry winter and 
spring, which allowed the 
blaze to spread very quickly.

Vyshnevsky warned that 
such large-scale fires can hap-
pen again, as climate change 
takes hold.

He said the country needed 
to prepare and learn from the 
uS and southern europe where 
major fires are common.

“We have to overhaul the 
entire system of surveillance, 
prevention and emergency 
response,” he said.

More than a thousand fire-
fighters and aircraft were in-
volved in battling the blaze 
and at-one-point thick smog 
reached the capital Kiev. Rain 
eventually came to the res-
cue.

Chernobyl polluted a large 
swathe of europe when its 
fourth reactor exploded in 
April 1986. People are not al-
lowed to live within 30km of 
the power station.

After the explosion, the 
three other reactors at Cher-
nobyl continued to generate 
electricity until the power 
station finally closed in 
2000.

A giant protective dome was 
put in place over the fourth 
reactor in 2016. AFP

Stockholm guide offers Swedes a tour of pandemics past
WITH tourists confined at home and 
Stockholmers avoiding crowds, a guide 
is trying to boost business with tours 
of the city’s previous pandemics, from 
the Black Death to cholera outbreaks.

On a sunny Saturday, Mike Ander-
son led a group of history buffs on a 
‘Plague Walk’ through Stockholm’s 
Old Town, pausing by churches and 
in the shadows of narrow orange and 
yellow houses that line the streets to 
point out how the city was marked by 
pandemics past.

“I think it’s quite interesting when 
you take things that happen today 
and connect it to history and see peo-
ple have been through this before,” 
said Anderson, 46.

Dressed in a long, rough cotton 
shirt over his clothes – along with a 
long, beaked mask, his costume for 
the tour – Anderson led the group 
through the cobbled streets.

Four friends had dressed in black 
for the occasion, one of whom had 

fashioned a replica of a mask worn 
by plague doctors in the Middle Ages 
from a paper bag, featuring a long 
beak and narrow eye holes.

They listened as Anderson took 
them back to the outbreak of bubon-
ic plague that wracked the country in 
the 1350s, killing up to one third of 
its population.

Further on, they stopped in shaded 
churchyards to hear stories about a 
plague that swept through Sweden 
and the Baltic region in the 1710s and 
an outbreak of cholera in the mid-19-
th century.

One visitor was unsure what paral-
lels to draw with today’s coronavirus, 
but glad of the afternoon out.

“I had studied a bit before, but there 
was a lot of new things” in the tour, said 
27-year-old Stockholm resident Vera.

“It was exciting,” she added, hold-
ing the makeshift plague mask she 
had brought along.

The group listened to Anderson as 

he used a series of props to illustrate 
his tales, occasionally running ahead 
and leaping out to surprise the group, 
as the streets of the normally bustling 
Old Town were almost empty.

Anderson’s business dropped off as 
concerns over the novel coronavirus 
mounted and governments imposed 
measures to prevent the virus’s spread 
from February onwards.

Sweden avoided a full lockdown 
but gatherings of more than 50 peo-
ple were banned as the virus spread. 
Sweden has reported nearly 5,000 
deaths from the virus.

As the number of bookings for his 
Old Town ‘ghost walks’ dropped, 
Andersson came up with the new 
idea as “kind of a survival instinct”.

He now plans to offer the tour more 
regularly and hopes it might help 
Swedes face the current pandemic with-
out panicking, as well as some relief.

“Most of all, I want them to have enter-
tainment for one hour,” he said. AFP

The fire tore through 10 abandoned villages and an old cemetery near the village of Rozsokha. AFP

A wooden cross amid a forest of fire-scarred trees near Rozsokha 
village, in Chernobyl’s 30km exclusion zone. AFP

we are constantly monitoring 
and we are seeing positive 

trends. The animals 
are returning
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Yi Sang Chinese 
restaurants, managed by 
Almond Hospitality Group, are 
introducing jumbo glutinous 
rice dumpling – each weighing 
a whopping 11kg – to mark 
“Duanwu Jie”, or Dragon Boat 
Festival 2020, on June 25. 
During a media presentation 
last Wednesday, Master Chef 
Luu Meng, the CEO of Almond 
Group, said the laborious 
preparations take around 
six days, with each dumpling 
cooked for 20 hours before 
being ready to serve. The 
jumbo dumplings consist of 
a whole marinated chicken 
enveloped with glutinous 
rice, mushrooms, chestnuts, 
salted eggs and pork belly, 
all wrapped in lotus leaves. 
One giant dumpling can easily 
cater for around 25 people.

Yi Sang craft 11kg giant dumplings to mark ‘Duanwu Jie’ 
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Cambodia Post Bank Plc (CPBank) opened its 53rd branch in Stung Treng province’s Pum Preaek village last Monday. The branch offers a 
full range of deposit products, including savings accounts, current accounts, fixed deposits and saving tier pricing, as well as private banking 
services. With the new branch, CPBank now brings its banking services to nearly 90,000 customers across the Kingdom.

CPBank opens 53rd branch in Stung Treng province
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Wail lustily
  5 Trumpet sounds
 10 Blender setting
 14 Old Milan money
 15 Woodshop machine
 16 Jackson ___, Wyo.
 17 Norse god of war
 18 “Hiroshima, Mon ___” (1959 

film)
 19 Capri or Wight
 20 How one wishes things would 

get
 23 Manicuring material
 24 Gets close to
 25 Tusked marine mammal
 28 Clauses’ connectors
 30 Black, to Byron
 31 Chocolate source
 33 It’s chewed on the farm
 36 Be unable to sit
 40 Home for a hog
 41 Pooh’s love
 42 Cereal companion
 43 Bowling alley
 44 “Ciao for now!”

 46 One beyond foolish
 49 Bad-looking person?
 51 Grade-school math hint
 57 Falsifies, as accounts
 58 Deceive playfully
 59 “Aha!”
 60 “Fifteen Miles on the ___ Canal”
 61 An Eastern Christian
 62 Sarge’s pooch
 63 Soapmaking substances
 64 Denominational offshoots
 65 Indian flat bread
DOWN
  1 Shapeless movie monster
  2 ___-de-camp
  3 ___ of habeas corpus
  4 Signals for Revere
  5 Turns the music way up
  6 Truman’s Missouri birthplace
  7 Lack of texture, as a muscle
  8 Heavy impact sound
  9 Milosevic, for one
 10 Certain laundry load
 11 Popular ground cover plant
 12 More under the weather
 13 Lords and ladies
 21 Bird of the outback

 22 “___ a good note”
 25 Spiders’ homes
 26 Set edge-to-edge
 27 Australian parrot
 28 Sore after exercising
 29 Denial in Dundee
 31 Film in Cannes
 32 Worked on a sub, say
 33 Baby bed
 34 Like a storied duckling
 35 TV’s Dick Van ___
 37 “___ all she wrote”
 38 Attained
 39 Return from the depths, perhaps
 43 Botches (with “up”)
 44 Deadens or dulls
 45 “Affirmative!”
 46 Urge
 47 Journal
 48 Art movie, often
 49 Fiber-___ cable
 50 Win and rub it in
 52 Work for an orchestra?
 53 Mysterious old character
 54 Fashion finish?
 55 ___ load of (notice)
 56 Gas light

“PAIR UP” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution

A
nTI-RACISM pro-
testers have rolled 
out a creative batch 
of chants to sound-

track the ongoing uS demon-
strations, but both fresh mu-
sic and timeless classics are 
also front and center.

Rapper YG’s recently re-
leased FTP, or F— The Po-
lice, has become a de-facto 
anthem for the thousands 
of people pouring into the 
streets, whose demands in-
clude sweeping reforms of 
law enforcement after the 
latest death in custody of an 
unarmed black man, George 
Floyd.

Spotify’s Black Lives Matter 
playlist – a 66-track song list 
that includes justice-minded 
hits from james Brown, Killer 

Mike, nina Simone, nWA, 
Childish Gambino, Beyonce 
and Kendrick Lamar – has 
won over nearly one million 
subscribers.

And the streaming plat-
form’s daily Viral 50 list has 
seen classics like Gil Scott 
Heron’s The Revolution Will 
Not Be Televised – a spoken-
word song from 1970 whose 
title came from a slogan used 
by uS Black Power move-
ments – break into the top 
10.

Public enemy’s Fight the 
Power has also seen a resur-
gence.

The Prince estate mean-
while released a new video 
centred on police brutality 

for the late artist’s song Bal-
timore, which he originally 
wrote and released in 2015 
following the death in police 
custody of Freddie Gray, who 
was black.

Singer Trey Songz released the 
gospel-tinged song 2020 Riots: 
How Many Times, in response 
to the recent wave of protests, 
while folk and soul singer Leon 
Bridges released Sweeter, a 
meditation on racism.

Bridges, who was born in 
Texas, posted: “The death of 
George Floyd was the straw 
that broke the camel’s back 
for me.

“I have been numb for too 
long, calloused when it came 
to the issues of police brutal-
ity.

“It was the first time I wept 

for a man I never met. I am 
George Floyd, my brothers 
are George Floyd, and my sis-
ters are George Floyd. I can-
not and will not be silent any 
longer.”

‘Sound of America’
For Fredara Hadley, an eth-

nomusicology professor at 
the juilliard School, the black 
experience has long been the 
primary driver behind protest 
music in the uS, from aboli-
tionists latching on to spiritu-
als to the 1960s Civil Rights 
movement powered by jazz, 
rock, soul and R&B.

“Black music and black am-
bitions were allowed to occu-
py spaces that . . . the general 

black population could not,” 
she said. “It served as an am-
bassador and avatar of black-
ness in complicated kinds of 
ways.”

“You had those musicians 
writing music that directly re-
sponded to and was engaged 
with whatever was happening 
in the movement.”

Kendrick Scott, a new York-
based jazz drummer, recently 
composed an instrumental 
piece that he mixed with au-
dio of George Floyd’s dying 
words and protesters chant-
ing his name.

He said that while writ-
ing, he imagined himself on 
the front lines of the protest, 
playing his drums in front of 
the police “with everybody 
behind me saying his name”.

using Floyd’s own words 
was painful, Scott said, but “I 
wanted people to have that 
visceral reaction of really feel-
ing that, not just imagining it.

“I just wanted to use my in-
strument, and my voice – which 
I think is what I do best – in 
working for change,” he said. 

Hadley said the internet 
age gives artists and listeners 
“this direct way of being in 
dialogue with the moment.

“You have this ongoing dia-
logue which says there is no 
distance between black musi-
cians and black communities 
. . . They can be our amplifiers, 
our chroniclers – help us me-
morialise what we’ve lost.”

Scott agreed, saying black 
music is one of the uS’ most 
vibrant exports.

He said: “I travel around 
the world, and I hear black 
American music everywhere 
in every corner.

“Black American music is 
the sound of America.” AFP

Fight the Power: The 
soundtrack of uS 
anti-racism protests

Police in the US find themselves the targets of anti-racism and brutality protests in the country and now 
there is a growing soundtrack to accompany the demonstrations. AFP

I travel around the world, and I 
hear black American music.

Black American music is the 
sound of America



F
IFTY years ago this month, 
modern football was born 
at the World Cup in Mexico, 
kicking and yelling, and live in 

vibrant colour for a global audience. 
Last weekend marked the anni-

versary of the quarter-finals of that 
tournament as a star-studded cast 
played a thrilling series of knock-
out games which built to a daz-
zling final, when the first World Cup 
broadcast in colour ended with an 
unparalleled display by a techni-
colour team. 

Mexico in 1970 was not the first 
World Cup broadcast live. Four years 
earlier, 400 million watched Eng-
land beat West Germany in the final. 
But that tournament was shown in 
black and white. Battered Brazil, 
the reigning champions, limped out 
playing, as far as viewers could tell, 
in two shades of grey.

In Mexico, their yellow, blue and 
green glowed in the sunshine.

Most viewers still watched in black 
and white. But the games were shot 
in colour and when the many iconic 
moments are replayed, that is how 
they are seen. And that is how the 
competition is remembered, even 
by its greatest star.

“I watch it because there are a lot of 
videos available and TV programmes,” 
Pele told Fifa’s website. “If I’m not 
careful, I always start crying.”

The tournament gave Pele his 
third winner’s medal but the images 
also cemented his reputation as the 
world’s greatest player, partly be-
cause of three spectacular near miss-
es – a shot from his own half against 
Czechoslovakia, a header saved by 
England’s Gordon Banks and the 
dummy that almost turned a Tostao 
pass into a goal against Uruguay. 

“I was at my peak,” Pele said. “We 
had a fantastic side and everyone 
expected us to win, which gave me 
the shakes.”

His strike partner Tostao wrote in 
his column in Brazilian newspaper 
Folha this week that Pele “wanted 
to end his international career with 
a great triumph, both individually 
and collectively, so no one would 
have any doubts that he was the 

best of all time”.
The quarter-finals all kicked off at 

noon on June 14.
Gigi Riva scored twice and Gianni 

Rivera once as Italy beat hosts Mex-
ico 4-1.

Rivellino, Tostao and Jairzinho, 
but not Pele, scored as Brazil beat 
Peru 4-2. 

“There were four 10 shirts in that 
team,” Teofilo Cubillas, one of Peru’s 
scorers, told the Brazil football fed-
eration web site. “If you scored four 
goals, they would go there and score 
eight.

Reigning champions England, 
with many of the stars of 1966 but 
not an ailing Banks and not, by the 
end, Bobby Charlton, substituted 
with his team two goals up to pro-
tect him from the heat, lost 3-2 in 
extra time to West Germany. Franz 
Beckenbauer and Gerd Mueller were 
among the German scorers.

In the semi-finals, in the city of 
Guadalajara, Brazil gave Uruguay 
a one-goal start but won 3-1. Again 
Pele didn’t score, but Clodoaldo, 
Jairzinho and Rivellino did.

In Mexico City, the other semi-final 
was heading for a 1-0 Italian win until 
Karl-Heinz Schnellinger scored a 90th-
minute equaliser for West Germany. 

Extra time was 30 minutes of may-
hem. 

Mueller gave West Germany the 
lead. Tarcisio Burgnich levelled and 
Riva put Italy ahead. Mueller re-
plied, but a minute later Rivera gave 
Italy victory.

The abiding image is of Becken-
bauer playing much of the game ex-
travagantly strapped after dislocat-
ing a shoulder when West Germany 
had already used both substitutes.

‘Everybody is still talking about it’
The best was yet to come. 
Italy were a good team, with the 

extravagantly gifted Sandro Maz-
zola. The defence was built on the 
great Inter Milan side, pioneers of 
‘catenaccio’, with Giacinto Facchetti 
at its heart. Brazil tore them apart.

At an altitude of 2,200m in daz-
zling sunshine in the multi-purpose 
stadium Estadio Azteca, Brazil pro-

duced a display of attacking football 
that touched Olympian heights.

Mario Zagallo, Brazil’s coach, later 
said he thought the 1-0 victory over 
England “was the best game of the tour-
nament . . . a high-class game of chess”.

Yet Brazil’s attacking display in 
the first colour World Cup final set a 
benchmark against which every one 
of the tens of thousands of matches 
broadcast since is measured.  

Pele gave Brazil the lead with his 
fourth goal of the competition.

Burgnich later said: “I told myself 
before the game, he’s made of skin 
and bones just like everyone else – 
but I was wrong.”

Roberto Boninsegna levelled, but 
in the second half Gerson and Jair-
zinho put the match beyond reach.

It was as if Brazil were inventing 
football. They finished with a flour-
ish, scoring one of the great team 
goals with four minutes left as full-
back Carlos Alberto finished a mes-
merising eight-man move by lash-

ing home Pele’s deft pass.
Alberto told the BBC years later: “I 

realise how beautiful and how im-
portant that goal was, because ev-
erybody is still talking about it.

“Nobody talks about Pele’s goal, 
the first goal, the second goal. It is 
always about the fourth goal. I think 
it was the best goal ever scored in a 
World Cup,” he said.

It was a fitting exclamation mark 
at the end of what might have been 
the best World Cup. AFP

BROOKLYN Nets star Kyrie 
Irving was among NBA play-
ers on a conference call who 
raised doubts about resum-
ing the season as planned in a 
Florida quarantine, multiple 
reports have said.

ESPN and The Athletic, cit-
ing unnamed sources, report-
ed that racial justice issues 
and the chance to impact 
the ongoing discussion were 
among the topics touched 
upon in the Friday night ses-
sion of nearly 100 players.

Others were concerned with 
issues regarding the Orlando 
“bubble” and coronavirus 

safety measures in the wake 
of the pandemic that forced 
a shutdown to the campaign 
in March.

The Athletic quoted Irving 
as saying: “I don’t support 
going into Orlando . . . Some-
thing smells a little fishy.”

Joel Embiid, Carmelo An-
thony, Donovan Mitchell, 
Kevin Durant, Chris Paul and 
Dwight Howard were also 
among those reportedly on 
the call.

Irving is out for the comple-
tion of the season after un-
dergoing shoulder surgery 
three months ago.

Reports said the players 
agreed they needed to pres-
ent a united front in any de-
cision and there was concern 
about economic impacts 
upon players.

Agents reportedly have 
warned players they could 
lose $1.2 billion in salary if 
the season is not completed 
and prompt the NBA to opt 
out of its collective bargain-
ing agreement with the union, 
which could lead to worse 
salary terms in future seasons 
with the pandemic likely to 
reduce previously expected 
revenue levels. AFP

Brooklyn Nets guard Kyrie Irving, who is out for the remainder of the NBA season due to shoulder surgery, 
doesn’t agree with the league’s decision to restart in Orlando. GETTY IMAGES/AFP

Brazilian forward Jairzinho, who scored in the second half of the World Cup final against Italy in 1970, is carried by fans on the pitch 
of Mexico’s Estadio Azteca. AFP

Brazilian forward Pele (top) cries as he hugs midfielder Gerson after Brazil defeated Italy 4-1 in the 1970 World Cup final in Mexico 
City. AFP
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Fifty years ago, 
Brazil taught the 
world to play, 
in technicolour

Reports: Irving against 
NBA’s return in Orlando
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As Le Mans goes virtual, famous win recalled

uS Open faces D-day due to player uncertainty about nYC

T
HIS weekend’s 24 Hours 
of Le Mans, postponed 
because of the coronavi-
rus pandemic, would have 

marked the golden anniversary of 
one of its most famous battles.

The 24 Hours of Le Mans is the 
world’s oldest sportscar race, held 
annually since 1923 near the French 
town of Le Mans.

“Fifty years ago, we raced at all 
costs,” recalled Richard Attwood, 
winner in 1970 at the wheel of the 
legendary Porsche 917.

In a torrential downpour, the Briton 
and his driving partner Hans Her-
rmann gave the German manufacturer 
the first of its 19 victories in the race.

“It was the only way for us to make 
money,” he recalled in an inter-
view with AFP, looking back at an 
era before drivers enjoyed fabulous 
contracts and so had to race every 
weekend in different categories.

This weekend, Le Mans is being run 
as a virtual race, the “real” one has 
been postponed to September 19-20.

Porsche will be represented in 
both events, but is only entered in 
the GT category in the real race and 
not in the fastest, and most presti-
gious, prototype class.

In 1970, the German brand entered 
the legendary 917. The car was a real 
power monster with a low, sleek sil-
houette, it is famous for winning at 
Le Mans in 1970 and a year later and 
as the car immortalised in Steve Mc-
Queen’s film Le Mans.

Attwood, who is now 80, took part 
in both the real race in 1970 and the 
Hollywood version, shot in Septem-
ber on the same track with the cars 
that had raced that year.

The 1970 race saw a transition away 
from the famous Le Mans running 
start, which was blamed for the death 
the previous year of British driver 
john Woolfe, who did not fasten his 

seat belt after climbing into his 917 
and lost his life in a first-lap crash.

Instead drivers started in their 
cars which were parked along the 
side of the track. The following year, 
Le Mans adopted a rolling start, with 
the cars following each other in the 
order in which they qualified.

Squashed gnats
In 1970, Herrmann took the start 

in the Porsche.
“The start was absolutely crazy,” said 

Attwood. “The drivers set off like they 
were in a Formula One Grand Prix.”

After 12 hellish hours, their red 
and white 917 took the lead which 
it held until the finish, finishing five 
laps ahead of another 917.

The 917 dominated in 1970 and 
1971, before being sidelined by a 
change in regulations, yet the model 
had not started its career well.

It was designed by the famous en-
gineer Hans Mezger, who died on 
Wednesday at the age of 90, work-
ing with the technology available at 
the time, which meant no scientific 
study of the aerodynamics. 

The early versions were notori-

ously unstable at high speed, anoth-
er factor in Woolfe’s fatal crash. The 
problem was solved by a British en-
gineer who noticed that every part of 
the car was covered with squashed 
gnats except the tail, which suggest-
ed a lack of downforce at the back.

“In 1969, the car was a nightmare 
to drive,” recalled Attwood. “I would 
never want to do that again.”

“In 1970, it was easy to drive,” he said, 
even though the power of its 12 cylin-
ders meant the car reached 380km/h 
on the 6km Mulsanne straight, now 
interrupted by chicanes.

Attwood kept a Porsche 917 in his 
personal collection for a long time, but 
not the one in which he won Le Mans.

“It was chassis 22, while we won 
with chassis 23, which also bore the 
race number 23, but that was a coin-
cidence,” he points out.

He sold it 20 years ago when the 
Porsche 917s were already reaching very 
respectable prices on the collector’s mar-
ket. now they’ve become stratospheric.

“But I still drive one of them on av-
erage once a year” in vintage car rac-
es, said Attwood. “I know them well, 
they’re extraordinary cars.” AFP

THe fate of the uS Open is set to be 
revealed next week when officials 
decide whether or not the tourna-
ment can go ahead as planned amid 
mounting unease among top players.

The deadly Covid-19 pandemic, 
which has decimated the interna-
tional tennis calendar, now has the 
Flushing Meadows fortnight in its 
crosshairs.

With new York the hardest-hit city 
by the uS coronavirus crisis, the uS 
Tennis Association (uSTA) has been 
scrambling to come up with a plan that 
allows the tournament to be staged.

But with the French Open post-
poned to a September 20 start, Wim-
bledon cancelled and the tennis 
season in shutdown, the uS Open’s 
status has looked increasingly ques-
tionable as its August 31 start date 
looms ever closer.

After considering and reportedly dis-
carding the idea of moving the tourna-
ment to either California or Florida, 
the uSTA has settled on staging the 
event in new York inside a protective 
“bubble”, possibly without fans.

under safety protocols proposed 
for the tournament, players would 
be confined to a hotel outside of 
Manhattan and would only be al-
lowed to bring one member of their 
entourage to the event.   

Singles qualifying would be elimi-
nated while the doubles tourna-
ments would be drastically reduced 
from 64 pairings to just 24.

The ATP/WTA Cincinnati Masters 
event could also be shifted to new 
York as a lead-in tournament.

“This is the world we are living in,” 
uSTA’s director of player relations eric 
Butorac told ATP and WTA players dur-
ing a conference call on Wednesday.

“We believe this is a good plan and 

believe it is good for the sport. It’s 
good for the tennis economy, cre-
ates jobs for you, for coaches, for 
commentators, for so many people. 

“And most importantly, this plan 
keeps you safe.”

‘Mission ‘impossible’
So far, however, those words of re-

assurance have failed to quell unease 
amongst some of the international 
tennis circuit’s biggest names.

World no1 novak Djokovic said 
the proposed safety measures and 
restrictions on the numbers of sup-
port staff were problematical.

Djokovic said: “We would not have 
access to Manhattan, we would have 
to sleep in hotels at the airport, to be 
tested twice or three times per week.

“Also, we could bring one person 
to the club, which is really impos-
sible. 

“I mean, you need your coach, 
then a fitness trainer, then a physio-
therapist,” said the Serbian.

He said most players he had spoken 
to had “a rather negative view” about 
playing in new York, and predicted 
some would instead switch to the 
delayed clay court season instead.

Djokovic’s misgivings were shared 
by defending men’s singles cham-
pion Rafael nadal, who would be 
chasing a 20th Grand Slam title at 
Flushing.

Spain’s nadal, the world no2, said 
earlier this month that he would not 
play in new York if the tournament 
was taking place now.

The 34-year-old says tennis should 
not resume until it is “completely 
safe” for all competitors.

Australia’s nick Kyrgios, mean-
while, accused the ATP Tour of riding 
roughshod over player concerns.

He tweeted: “The ATP is trying to make 
the uS Open go ahead. Selfish with ev-
erything going on at the moment.”

Yet Djokovic’s reservations have 
not won over some of tennis’s rank 
and file. uS women’s singles player 
Danielle Collins lambasted Djok-
ovic’s public statements about the 
proposed limits on support staff.

Collins said: “This is a massive op-
portunity for players to start making 
money again, and here we have the 
top player in the world saying only 
being able to bring one person with 
[him] will be too difficult.

“It’s easy when someone has made 
$150 million throughout their ca-
reer to try and tell people what to 
do with their money, and then turn 
down playing in the uS Open.”

Whatever the uSTA decides, the 
organisation, which last week laid off 
more than 100 employees, is coming 
to terms with what will be another 
massive financial hit to revenues, 
which have already been “shattered”, 
said its president Patrick Galbraith.

Last year, an estimated $400 mil-
lion of the uSTA’s financial revenues 
of $485 million were generated by 
its flagship tournament, with a large 
chunk of that money coming from 
sponsors and people attending uS 
Open matches. AFP

Richard Attwood made history at the 24 Hours of Les Man in 1970 while behind the wheel of the Porsche 917. AFP

Defending US Open Champion Novak Djokovic says most players have a negative view 
toward plans to play the tournament in August. AFP
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