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Long Kimmarita

M
INISTER of Labour and 
Vocational Training Ith 
S a m  He n g  h a s 
announced that inter-

nal negotiations for the 2021 mini-
mum wage for workers in the textile, 
garment and footwear industries will 
begin next month.

According to a ministry announce-
ment signed by Sam Heng on Wednes-
day, union representatives, employers 
and government officials will convene 

meetings separately and deliberate 
on how to present their cases.

After August wages are paid, the 
three sides will come together and 
start having official discussions on 
the matter. 

Unions, meanwhile, fear the nego-
tiations could be tense as the Covid-
19 pandemic has caused major dis-
ruptions to the global economy.

Sam Heng said the final decision on 
the minimum wage will be made at 
a council meeting in September and 
will go into effect on January 1, 2021.

“All parties will use official and legal 
data and technical research. Social 
characteristics [family situation, infla-
tion rate and daily expenses] and eco-
nomic evaluations [productivity, the 
competitiveness of the country, mar-
ket situation, and profits of all sectors] 
will also play a large role,” he said. 

The poverty line will also be evalu-
ated and discussed to determine 
common ground for each party in-
volved in the negotiations, he added. 

Since 2014, the government has 
implemented several policies to in-

crease the minimum wages of work-
ers in the textile, garment and foot-
wear sectors each year. 

The minimum wage for this year 
was previously set to $190 per month. 

Pav Sina, the president of the Collec-
tive Union of Movement of Workers, 
confirmed that the parties involved 
will start discussing the minimum 
wage separately next month. 

He expects the unique threat 
posed by Covid-19 will lead to more

Minimum wage talks loom
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Gov’t seeks to boost e-commerce
May Kunmakara

CAMBODIA’S Minister of Commerce 
Pan Sorasak has requested help from 
China’s largest technology company, 
Huawei Technologies Co Ltd, in boost-
ing e-commerce and online trading to 
contribute to the government’s goal of 
transforming to a digital economy.

The request was made on Wednesday 
during a meeting with Yao Yuya, the 
CEO of the company’s local arm Hua-

wei Technologies (Cambodia) Co Ltd.
Sorasak said Cambodia passed its 

e-commerce law last November to 
contribute to the fast development 
of the sector in the countr y, 
although work remains. 

“So far, the ministry has been 
developing some regulations for the 
implementation of the e-commerce 
law. The ministry is coming close to 
a final strategy for the implementa-
tion the law and also plans to pre-

pare a new project focusing on the 
promotion of e-commerce for busi-
ness-to-business, cross-border trad-
ing and local markets,” he said.  

Yao said Huawei has been investing a 
lot in telecom infrastructure and other 
digital services in Cambodia for many 
years as the company aims to contrib-
ute to the country’s development. 

“Currently, the company has been 
working on many projects for the 
[Cambodian] government,” he said.

Prime Minister Hun Sen on Wednes-
day endorsed a sub-decree on busi-
ness registration via information and 
communications technology (ICT) 
that aims to facilitate and create a 
favourable business establishment 
and to attract more investments. 

Cambodian E-commerce Federa-
tion president Ley Sopheap said at a 
forum in March that e-commerce

ContInued – page 11

Wild dining
Vultures descend to feed on a dead cow in the Chheb Wildlife Sanctuary in preah Vihear province. the Ministry of environment and the Wildlife Conservation 
Society (WCS) on Wednesday conducted an annual census of vultures in Stung treng, Mondulkiri, Ratanakkiri and preah Vihear provinces. HENG CHIVOAN

Russia says  
Arctic spill 
cleanup to 
take years
RUSSI A N invest igators on 
Wednesday detained three staff 
of a power plant over a huge fuel 
spill in the Arctic, as response 
teams warned a full clean-up 
would take years.

The spill of over 21,000 tonnes of 
fuel took place after a fuel reservoir 
collapsed last month at a power plant 
operated by a subsidiary of metals 
giant MMC Norilsk Nickel PJSC 
(Nornickel) in the city of Norilsk.

It is the largest ever to have hit 
the Arctic, say environmentalists.

Those working at the site have 
already seen the first effects of the 
spill on the local ecosystem, said 
Viktor Bronnikov, director-general of 
the state-controlled oil and gas trans-
portation company involved in the 
clean-up Transneft Siberia JSC.

They included dead muskrats 
and ducks, he said.

The Investigative Committee 
looking into the accident said it had 
detained the power station’s direc-
tor Pavel Smirnov and two engi-
neers on suspicion of breaching 
environmental protection rules.

If convicted, they would risk up 
to five years in prison.

“The company considers this 
measure to be unjustifiably harsh,” 
Nornickel said in a statement, citing 
vice-president Nikolai Utkin.

All three “are cooperating with 
law enforcement authorities and 
now they would be much more 
useful at the scene of the clean-up 
operation”, he added.

At the scene at a remote area in 
the Norilsk industrial district, 
Bronnikov of Transneft Siberia said 
the situation was stabilising, but 
that the clean-up team had seen 
animals and birds apparently 
killed by the spill.

“Today I myself saw dead musk-
rats,” he said, adding that workers 
had seen ducks killed by the fuel.

“If a bird lands on the diesel fuel 
or a muskrat swims through it, it 
is condemned to death,” he said, 
adding however that he had not 
seen “a huge number” of any ani-
mals dying there.

Workers in waterproofs were using 
booms to contain the reddish-brown 
diesel on the surface of a river and 
pump it into tanks on the bank.

Bronnikov said: “We will be 
removing diesel fuel from the 
Ambarnaya River for at least eight 
to 10 days . . . We will need years to 
completely clean up.”

The teams have set up tents on 
the river bank and are using heli-
copters to bring in equipment and

ContInued – page 6
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Continued from page 1

contentious negotiations than 
in years past. 

“We know that the previous 
negotiations, even though 
there were no serious prob-
lems, there were some asser-
tions from employers which 
caused a stir. The negotia-
tions this year will be more 
tense than in other years.”

As a union representative, 
he said he is glad and ready 
to join the discussion. He 
expects unions to form a re-
search group to find scientific 
sets of data which can be used 
in the negotiations.  

Kaing Monika, the deputy 
secretary-general of the Gar-
ment Manufacturers Asso-
ciation in Cambodia, told 
The Post on Thursday that 
employers in the textile sec-
tors throughout the world are 
in a difficult situation and are 
uncertain about the future of 
their industry. 

“The World Bank also pre-
dicted that the world econo-
my this year will drop five per 
cent. During such difficult 
times, a discussion on raising 
wages is not totally suitable,” 
he said.

Wage talks  
clouded by
economic 
uncertainty

Population of 
vultures on 
the decline, 
census shows
Ry Sochan

T
He Ministry of envi-
ronment joined the 
Wildlife Conserva-
tion Society (WCS) 

on Wednesday to conduct 
an annual census of vultures 
in five areas in Stung Treng, 
Mondulkiri, Ratanakkiri and 
Preah Vihear provinces.

Ministry secretary of state 
and spokesperson neth 
Pheaktra told The Post on 
Thursday that the team most-
ly visited wildlife sanctuaries 
in the provinces, as well as 
feeding grounds where staff-
ers attract vultures with a meal 
to be able to count them.

The team noticed a consid-
erable decrease in its popula-
tion compared to last year. 

Pheaktra said last year’s 
census showed that Cambo-
dia is home to three species 
of vultures with a total popu-
lation of 137. The number has 
decreased to 119 this year.

He said the Siem Pang Wild-

life Sanctuary in Stung Treng 
province and the Chheb Wild-
life Sanctuary in Preah Vihear 
had the most vultures.

Pheaktra on Wednesday 
also attended the annual 
opening ceremony of the 
census at the Dong Phlet for-
est community in the Chheb 
Wildlife Sanctuary in Preah 
Vihear province. Provincial 
authorities, officials from the 
uSAID Greening Prey Lang 
Project and ministry experts 
also attended the ceremony.

WCS country director Ken 
Serey Rotha said that in the 
province, his team noticed a 
considerable rise in the vul-
ture population.

At a feeding ground in the 
Chheb sanctuary, he said 34 
vultures descended to feed 
on a dead cow that had been 
offered by WCS and Greening 
Prey Lang Project staffers. In 
December last year, 44 vul-
tures had feasted on a similar 
meal at the same location.

“It was good news that 

morning when we observed 
them,” he said.

He said the growth was a re-
sult of joint patrols between 
communities and environ-
mental rangers tasked with 
protecting the vultures. 

“We were lucky to find 
some vulture nests, which we 
can now protect. In the past, 
sometimes we weren’t able to 
find any nests. 

“Community members 
looking for Orchid flowers 
or mushrooms would some-
times come across them and 

disturb them, causing the po-
tential loss of eggs. This year, 
we feel lucky to be able to 
protect them,” he said.

Pheaktra said the ministry 
and the WCS actively protect 
the vultures’ nests and pro-
vide them with food as part of 
their conservation efforts.  

“Vultures are a rare species 
and at great risk of extinction 
throughout the world. The 
number of vultures declines 
every year at an alarming lev-
el, even though the Ministry 
of environment has collabo-

rated with various partner 
organizations to try to protect 
and conserve them,” he said. 

He called on all citizens to assist 
in the efforts by stopping poach-
ing or trading wild animals. 

He said vultures are docile 
and help clean the environ-
ment by eating other animals’ 
carcasses.

“[The conservation of vul-
tures] is valuable for biodi-
versity, attracting tourists for 
natural tourism, creating jobs 
and generating income for 
citizens,” he said.

Last year’s census showed that Cambodia is home to three species of vultures with a total population of 137. 
The number has decreased to 119 this year. heng chivoan

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

TWO more people died on 
Thursday in a suspected case 
of alcohol poisoning, bring-
ing the total rice wine death 
count in Banteay Meanchey 
to six since Tuesday. 

Provincial Department of 
Health director Le Chang 
Sangvat identified the latest 
victims as Vann Chhai, 33, 
and Huon Cheat, 44. They 
had symptoms of headaches, 
dizziness and nausea after 
drinking the Tang Kuoy-
brand rice wine on Tuesday 
and were sent to the Poipet 
provincial referral hospital on 
Wednesday morning. 

“They had abnormal heart-
beats so we transferred them to 
the Cambodia-japan Friend-
ship hospital. Both of them 
died on Thursday because 
their conditions were too seri-
ous. Twenty-seven other peo-
ple are being treated in Ban-
teay Meanchey after drinking 
the rice wine,” he added. 

Banteay Meanchey authori-
ties have ordered markets to 
stop selling Tang Kuoy as the 
wine is being tested. 

San Vichea Saravuth, the di-
rector of the provincial Cam-
control department, told The 
Post on Thursday that his team 
was working in collaboration 
with Poipet authorities to re-
trieve the herbal rice wine. 

He said his team had retrieved 
350 boxes (12 bottles per box, 
0.5l per bottle) of Tang Kuoy. 

“The rice wine is being stored 
temporarily at an experimental 
centre at our Camcontrol de-
partment in Poipet waiting for 
testing on Friday,” he said.  

“until now, we do not know 
about the source or where it was 
produced or imported from,” 
Saravuth said. “This herbal rice 
wine does not have a trade logo 
or date of manufacture. If the 
tests find that there are poison-
ous substances the owner will 
face the law.”

Two more dead from 
suspicious rice wine 
in Banteay Meanchey

Partnership brings plug-and-play 
learning servers to rural schools
Ry Sochan

THe Ministry of education, 
Youth and Sport and Child-
Fund Cambodia on Thursday 
signed an agreement on a pilot 
project to build the digital 
learning capacity of 15 rural 
schools in two districts of Svay 
Rieng province.

The project will allow re-
mote students to access edu-
cational materials offline dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The project will be oper-
ated by the primary schools 
of Grade 1 to 6 in the prov-
ince’s Romeas Haek and Svay 
Chrum districts and will last 
until September 30.

Ministry spokesperson Ros 
Soveacha told The Post on 
Thursday that his ministry 
promotes the existing collab-
oration with ChildFund Cam-
bodia, school management, 
teachers, and all stakeholders 
to ensure the success of pro-
moting digital education for 
rural primary education.

“The promotion of this col-
laboration is made through the 
ministry’s Information Tech-
nology Department, which will 
support the pilot project by 
providing training and techni-
cal assistance for turning all re-
sources on the krou.moeys.gov.
kh website into offline resourc-
es for the target school to be 
fully able to download learning 
and teaching resources without 
internet connection,” he said.

“During the spread of Covid-
19, many children in Cambo-
dia’s urban areas have been able 

to access e-learning facilities 
amid school closures,” Child-
Fund Cambodia said in a press 
release on Thursday. “However, 
children in remote and rural 
communities without access 
to technology have struggled to 
continue their studies.”

Fifteen rural primary schools 
will benefit from the installa-
tion of three portable plug-and-
play servers at each location.

“These will store digital 
lessons and educational 
website resources which can 
be made available offline to 
students. Child safeguarding 
measures will be integrated 
throughout all parts of the 
online learning curriculum,” 
the press release said. 

ChildFund Cambodia coun-
try director Prashant Verma 
said the project will allow 

the target schools to access a 
range of digitally-stored edu-
cation materials, while also 
addressing concerns over ac-
cessibility to the internet for 
distance learning.

“This support will not only 
ensure children can continue 
learning during the current 
Covid-19 situation but equip 
schools for the future.

“We expect the pilot proj-
ect will galvanise the efforts 
of the education ministry to 
give vulnerable children easy 
access to digital education 
technologies. This will not 
only improve their learning 
outcomes, but fill the educa-
tion gaps caused by current 
Covid-19 crisis,” he said.

Verma told The Post on 
Thursday that the reason why 
ChildFund started the pilot 

project in the province is that 
the province was the place 
where the organisation first 
started its development work. 

He added that cooperation 
and partnership with the local 
government are very strong. 
ChildFund invests a lot in Svay 
Rieng, especially in school and 
education development.

“We will review our pilot 
project to find out challenges 
and strategies for improve-
ment and will seek support 
from big donors to replicate 
the project to other provinces. 

“The project is not just to 
cope with Covid-19, but also 
prepares schools for future 
trends where digital learning 
will take the lead in education 
reform. We are happy to work 
with the ministry on this re-
form,” Verma said.

The installation of servers in rural areas wil allow students to access learning materials offline. moeys

Banteay Meanchey authorities 
have ordered markets to stop 
selling the Tang Kuoy-brand rice 
wine as it is being tested. facebook
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Ry Sochan

TeAM europe – the combined 
efforts of the eu, its member 
states and their financial institu-
tions and implementing agen-
cies – is mobilising €443 million 
($503 million) in grants and 
loans to work with Cambodia in 
fighting Covid-19 and mitigating 
its socio-economic impacts.

In a press release, the eu also 
announced it will work with 
Cambodia to support econom-
ic recovery and job creation. 
That includes strengthening 
key areas of the economy, pub-
lic investments for economic 
development, energy efficien-
cy and green recovery.

The announcement came 
as Minister of Social Affairs, 
Veterans and Youth Rehabili-
tation Vong Soth urged ASe-
An ministers on Thursday to 
immediately implement so-
cial protection programmes 
to help the poor and vulner-
able groups in the ASeAn re-
gion amid the pandemic .

“Covid-19 has evolved rap-
idly and has been spreading 
from one sector to another. We 
need to respond to it in time,” 
Soth said on Wednesday.

He added that the govern-
ment was committed to imple-
menting existing social protec-
tion programmes like providing 
cash to poor families.

“The government plans 
to implement the social as-
sistance programme in june 
to ease the pressure on the 

vulnerable and poor during 
the Covid-19 pandemic and 
social protection cards are 
being handed out across the 
country,” he said.  

He continued that the gov-
ernment is paying more at-
tention to children under the 
age of 15, people with dis-
abilities, the elderly, and also 
AIDS patients,” he said.

Ministry spokesperson 
Touch Channy told The Post 
on Thursday that the Cam-
bodian government worried 
about the effects of transfer-
ring money to the poor. 

“The governments of many 
countries are starting to con-
sider the effects of just cash 
support. Indonesia, for ex-
ample, lowers the electricity 
price to 50 per cent,” he said. 

Affiliated network for Social 
Accountability executive direc-
tor San Chey said on Thursday 
that vulnerable people and the 
poor can be migrants. They 
may come to live in slums or 
underdeveloped areas in cit-
ies and in rural areas. To help 
them, the government needs 
to further track the data of 
poor identification cards with 
communes and districts. 

“The government has to 
find a way to provide social 
protection services. They are 
really in need of some social 
services,” he said. 

An ASeAn joint statement 
declared that the 10 ASeAn 
ministers are committed to 
ensuring social success.

eu doles out $500M 
in economic, job aidHun Sen, Modi talk Covid-19

Niem Chheng

P
RIMe Minister Hun Sen had a tele-
phone conversation with his In-
dian counterpart narendra Modi 
on Wednesday to discuss their 

diplomatic relationship and joint efforts 
in fighting Covid-19, according to a press 
release issued by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation.

“Modi praised Hun Sen and the Cam-
bodian government for the effective 
control of the Covid-19 outbreak, which 
served as a model for the world,” the 
press release said.

Hun Sen returned praise to India, add-
ing that he respected the country’s ef-
forts in controlling the pandemic while 
expressing condolences over the lives 
lost to the contagious disease in India.

The two leaders thanked each other for 
their respective cooperation in repatriat-
ing their citizens during the pandemic. A 
chartered flight will bring home 60 Cam-
bodians, some of whom are students, 
from India on Friday.

Around 280 Indian nationals will re-
turn to their country this week. Some 
left Phnom Penh on Thursday morning, 
while others will depart on june 19, the 
statement said.

Both the leaders said in order to en-
sure a socio-economic recovery post-
Covid-19, international cooperation 
will be paramount and they vowed to 
strengthen their bilateral ties.

Modi said India considers Cambodia 
an important part of the Act east Policy, 
which aims to strengthen cultural, eco-
nomic and strategic ties with countries 
in the Asia-Pacific region.

In response, Hun Sen spoke highly of 
India’s international role and humanitar-
ian gestures. He also praised India for pro-
ducing and supplying medicine to around 

130 countries in the last two months.
The two leaders agreed to commit fur-

ther to strengthening their regional co-
operation such as the ASeAn-India and 
Mekong-India frameworks.

“On cultural and archaeological co-
operation, Modi expressed apprecia-
tion for the confidence placed in India’s 
co-chairmanship of the International 
Coordinating Committee for the Res-
toration and Development of the Preah 
Vihear Temple of Cambodia,” the press 
release read.

India’s Ministry of external Affairs 
released a similar statement which 
spoke of the country’s commitment to 
strengthen its relationship with Cam-
bodia, an important member of ASeAn 
with shared cultural ties.

According to the World Health Organi-
sation (WHO), India recorded 276,583 
confirmed cases of Covid-19, with 7,745 

deaths from january 30 to june 11.
Cambodia’s Ministry of Health said on 

Thursday that the number of Covid-19 
cases remained at 126 with no deaths, 
with only one Covid-19 patient still re-
covering in hospital.

Kin Phea, the director of the Royal 
Academy of Cambodia’s International Re-
lations Institute, said Cambodia’s success 
in controlling the spread of coronavirus 
was reflected in Modi’s appreciation.

He said the phone conversation be-
tween the two leaders represented good 
faith in improving cooperation between 
the countries.

“India is the only democratic country 
in the world that maintained a stable 
relationship with Cambodia since the 
collapse of the Khmer Rouge in 1979. If 
we look at the relationship between the 
two countries, there has never been any 
dispute,” he said.

Prime Minister Hun Sen (left) and his Indian counterpart Narendra Modi discussed their 
diplomatic relationship and joint efforts in fighting Covid-19. HEAN RANGSEY, AFP
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Soth Koemsoeun 

THe Cambodian Mine Ac-
tion Centre (CMAC) and the 
Banteay Meanchey provincial 
authorities on Wednesday 
collected 30 mines and uXOs 
from a 48-year-old man who 
used them to decorate his 
home in O’Chrov district’s  
O’Beichoan commune. 

CMAC director-general Heng 
Ratana posted on Facebook 
on Thursday that the man had 
collected anti-personal mines 
and explosive remnants of war 
and hung them on tamarind 
trees at his home as decora-
tions. There were 30 mines 
and they remained active and 
could explode, he said.

“It is beyond words – the 
most dangerous idea. [The 
man] could have been hired 
as a deminer. The residents 
must face the law that pro-
hibits the use and the storage 
of mines and explosive weap-
ons. It is very lucky that the 
mines did not explode and 
that no children played with 
them given how prone they 
are to exploding,” he wrote.

Ratana called on all citizens 
to be mindful of mines. When 
they see anyone use or store 
mines, they have to report it 
to the police or the CMAC im-
mediately.

O’Beichoan commune chief 
Tol Sarin told The Post on Thurs-
day that the man, Ka Soknith, 
with his wife and four children 
had collected them from vari-

ous places. He said Soknith suf-
fers from a mental problem.  

He said Soknith is a scrap 
collector and had spotted the 
mines along the road or bought 
them from villagers, while 
walking to find scrap metal. 

He added that the author-
ity and the CMAC offered the 
family 30,000 riel ($7.50) in 
exchange for the mines be-
cause he bought each of them 
for 1,000 riel.

“Obviously, it is difficult to 
blame him because he suffers 
from a mental problem. He 
was not aware of the dangers,” 
Sarin said.  We also educated 
and instructed his family not 
to store the mines.”

O’Chrov district deputy po-
lice chief Ses Vibol told The 
Post on Thursday that mines 
included K-58 bombs, 69 
B-40 bombs and some other 
anti-personal mines.

Long Kimmarita

THe Cambodian Independent 
Teachers’ Association (Cita) has 
submitted a letter to education In-
ternational (eI), a global federation 
of teacher unions, requesting that it 
intervene to help four teachers who 
were arrested for allegedly engaging 
in “politically motivated” activities. 

But a Ministry of justice official said 
other than providing legal counsel, no 
institution would be able to help them.

In the letter dated june 10, Cita 
identified the four teachers as Kam-
pong Chhnang province native Keo 
Thay,  Chhum Chan from Prey Veng, 
Peat Mab from Siem Reap and Sun 
Thun from Kampong Thom. 

According to Cita’s letter, Thay 
was arrested at his home on March 
26. Police did not present a warrant 
and they confiscated three phones 
from his family, the letter said. He 
was charged with conducting online 
classes at a time when schools had 
been ordered to temporarily close to 
prevent Covid-19 infections.  

Cita said Chan was arrested on April 
15. He was allegedly tricked into going 
to a district police station for question-
ing, where he was promptly arrested 
and charged with “incitement and at-
tempting to topple the government”. 

Mab was allegedly arrested without 
explanation on May 27 at his moth-
er’s house. He was later charged with 
“plotting”, “inciting serious chaos to 
social security”, and “inciting mili-
tary personnel to disobedience”.  

Thun was arrested on june 1 under 
similar circumstances as Mab and al-
legedly taken from his home without 
an explanation. He was later charged 

with the same crimes as Mab.
 “The association [Cita] is of the 

view that these arrests are politically 
motivated because the authorities 
were following [Prime Minister] Hun 
Sen’s orders to suppress people’s free-
dom of expression during the Covid-
19 pandemic,” the letter read.

Cita president Ouk Chhayavy told 
The Post on Thursday that the letter 
was sent to persuade the eI to open 
a dialogue with the government to 
negotiate the teachers’ release.

“The eI has a large influence in the 
world. If the eI helps [the association], 
then those who defend human rights 
must coordinate to release them. The 
eI accepted our request and provided 
encouragement, but we don’t yet 
know the next steps to be taken.”

Ministry of education, Youth and 
Sport spokesperson Ros Soveacha 
declined to comment on Thursday. 

Ministry of justice spokesperson 
Chin Malin said Cita had the right 
to submit the request, but that no 
institution would be allowed to in-
terfere with the Kingdom’s indepen-
dent judicial affairs. 

He said Cita should have tried to pro-
vide legal aid to the teachers instead. 
More importantly, Malin said, Cita 
needs to urge its members to remain 
professional and avoid political activi-
ties which could be deemed illegal. 

“Cita carries out activities [to serve 
politics] and is more political in na-
ture because most of its members 
are founders and leaders of a hidden 
political party. 

“They have to abide by the laws in 
place. If they break the law, they will 
be held accountable without excep-
tion,” he said.

CMAC removes landmines 
used as home decorations

Cita seeks help as teachers 
face ‘incitement’ charges 

Water transfers hope to 
rescue Siem Reap catfish
Soth Koemsoeun

T
He Apsara national Author-
ity (AnA) and the Prasat 
Bakong district authority 
in Siem Reap province are 

transporting water to the Prasat Ba-
kong pond to save a group of catfish 
after 12 of them recently died due to 
a water shortage.

AnA spokesman Long Kosal told 
The Post on Wednesday that the 
joint working group used six lorries 
to transport water to the pond with 
the intent of saving catfish and other 
fish at risk due to the shallow water.

He added that low water levels in 
the pond are a recurring problem 
because the pond is not connected 
to other water sources and relies on 
rainfall to be replenished.

“Currently, the Prasat Bakong pond 
is not yet dry, but the shallow water 
and hot sun has killed some of the 
fish. So we will transport water from 
other sources to save the fish first 
and then wait for the rain,” he said.

District governor So Platong said he 
led the water transport team, which 
worked all day on Wednesday. 

Platong said the team made 
enough trips to transfer more than 
20 lorries worth of water. 

The team will continue to transport 
water on Friday or Saturday to save 
more fish in the pond, he added. 

Authorities have also been digging 
two additional wells nearby to en-
able people to pump water directly 
into the pond.

“The pond in Prasat Bakong depends 

on rainfall. The pond has never had a 
water shortage like this, and there 
haven’t been dead fish before. Last year 
we restored the pond but we need to 
find a better solution,” Platong said.  

Fresh news quoted an anonymous 
resident living near Prasat Bakong 
as saying catfish started dying in the 
pond on Monday. 

He said he had never seen dead 
giant catfish in the pond before, 
and the water levels are the lowest 
he has ever noticed.

He added that the catfish may 
have been released into the pond by 
authorities or monks when the wa-
ter levels were higher. 

Some of the dead fish had been 
buried while some of the surviving 
fish were taken to other ponds or are 
still living in shallow water.

He said people do not eat the 
fish because they are believed to 
be guardian spirits. Some people 
claim the smell puts them off eat-
ing them as well.

Catfish turning up dead in Siem Reap province due to dropping water levels have 
sparked water transport rescue efforts. Khieu Kanharith via facebooK

CMAC and the provincial authorities on Wednesday collected 30 mines 
and UXOs from a 48-year-old man. cMac
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opens a world of opportunities for local 
small- and medium-sized enterprises. 
He said while the number of smart-
phone users is growing and Cambodia 
is embracing the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution, more and more business-
es are choosing to make their services 
available online. 

“e-commerce operators will profit 
more if they operate legally. The gov-
ernment is encouraging e-commerce 
firms to register,” he said. 

Minister of economy and Finance 
Aun Pornmoniroth has said the dig-
ital economy is taking shape in Cam-
bodia and creating new services like 
digital payments, online entertain-
ment and e-commerce.

He said countries that make the most 
of the Fourth Industrial Revolution are 
those that show the flexibility to adapt 
to a changing economy and world.

“For developing countries like 
Cambodia, new technologies provide 
an opportunity to leapfrog, bypassing 
traditional phases of development.

“In the context of globalisation 
and global integration, Cambodia 
certainly cannot avoid the impact 
of the Fourth Industrial Revolution. 
That requires the government to 
focus on seizing opportunities as 
well as managing risks,” he said.

Last year, the government decided to 
set aside $5 million per year to support 
tech start-ups in the Kingdom.

Paving the way 
for Cambodia’s 
web economy

Thou Vireak

THAI pharmaceutical manu-
facturer AVS Innovation Co 
Ltd plans to expand its phar-
maceutical and medical prod-
ucts market to Cambodia, 
Cambodian ambassador to 
Thailand Ouk Sorphorn said 
in a statement on Wednesday.

The statement came follow-
ing a meeting between Sor-
phorn and AVS Innovation 
CeO Kampol Siriwattanakul.

Sorphorn said the company 
wants to team up with local 
firms to ship in medical prod-
ucts and develop innovative 
tools and equipment to supply 
local and global market needs.

“We welcome the afore-
mentioned project and have 
acquainted the company 
with the potential of Cambo-
dian business opportunities, 
including the economic di-
plomacy policy that the Cam-
bodian embassy is undertak-
ing to promote trade, tourism 
and culture,” he said.

Kampol said his company is 
currently producing medicine 
and equipment for Covid-19 to 
supply the domestic market.

“The company is looking 
for partnerships in Cambodia 
to further expand our poten-
tial,” he said, without reveal-

ing a timeframe. 
Pharma Product Manufac-

turing Co Ltd (PPM) director 
Dr Hay Ly eang told The Post 
on Thursday that he wel-
comed the company expand-
ing into the market.

“We want to work together, 
but in dealing with foreign 
companies we must con-
sider how our collaboration 
can best benefit the nation,” 
he said. “We are well able to 
compete with them, just as 
we are well able to cooperate 
with them.”

He added that PPM phar-
maceuticals manufactures the 
painkiller Kinal – the first Cam-
bodian produced medicine. It 
was developed by Cambodian 
pharmacist Dr Kok Sok Kim in 
September 1960.

The company currently ex-
ports its products to Africa, 
Southeast Asia and europe.

“Our country’s pharma-
ceutical market is big,” he 
said. “We are not afraid of 
quality and technical com-
petition and we also see 
strong support from our gov-

ernment,” said Dr Ly eang.
PPM is a local producer of 

pharmaceutical products 
launched in 1996. The com-
pany has played a big role in 
the Kingdom’s pharmaceu-
tical industry, both socially 
and economically.

As the sole survivor of his 
family during the Khmer 
Rouge’s reign, Dr Ly eang went 
to France in 1976 at 21 years 
old. He became a pharmacist 
and opened a shop in 1990 
in nanterre commune in the 
western suburbs of Paris.

Thai big pharma coming to Kingdom

Vattanac to launch $87M brewery

Demand for Kampot 
pepper sees recovery

Hin Pisei

V
ATTAnAC Brewery Co 
Ltd’s plan to launch a new 
$87 million brewery in the 
capital was approved by 

the government on Wednesday in a 
move aimed at increasing local pro-
duction and reducing imports.

Vattanac Brewery is a subsid-
iary of Vattanac Group, the con-
glomerate behind the Vattanac 
Capital Tower – the “iconic”, drag-
on-backed, glass skyscraper on 
Monivong Boulevard in Daun Penh 
district’s Wat Phnom commune.

The brewery is located in Prek eng 
commune’s Roboh Angkanh village in 
Chbar Ampov district, east of the Bas-
sac River, and will create 899 jobs, the 
Council for the Development of Cam-
bodia (CDC) said in a statement.

Ministry of Industry, Science, 
Technology and Innovation spokes-
man Heng Sokkung told The Post 
on Thursday that the project comes 
after the success of the company’s 
first brewery, which produces many 
well-known brands such as Tiger, 
Heineken and Black Panther. 

“The new factory will increase local 
production capacity, create jobs, use 
local materials and bolster tax revenue 
for the national economy,” he said.

Royal Academy of Cambodia 
economics researcher Hong Vanak 
said the investment in the brewery 
shows the strength and confidence 
of investors in the political and eco-
nomic situation in Cambodia.

Vattanac Brewery is willing to go 

through with the project, he said, not-
ing the company’s habit of commis-
sioning detailed assessments of do-
mestic and export market conditions.

Cambodian beer is also being ex-
ported to some international mar-
kets, he said.

“In line with the continued 
growth of investment in brewing, 
Cambodia also needs to strength-
en its human resources and pro-
duction quality, especially for the 
export market,” said Vanak.

He said the necessary upgrades 
and improvements would further 
stimulate domestic growth and 
open new markets.

This is the second brewery project 
to be approved by the CDC this year, 
following Hanuman Beverages Co 
Ltd’s $160.6 million project.

It produces beer and soft drinks in 
Chhak Chhoeu neang commune’s Tra-
paing Veng village in Kandal province’s 
western Ang Snuol district, which the 
CDC said would create 1,545 jobs.

There are currently 10 breweries 
and beverage plants listed at the 
ministry, it said in a report provid-
ed to The Post in April.

The plants are Ana Water and 
Smiler Beverage Co Ltd, Asian Sun-
rise Co Ltd, Cambodia Brewery Ltd, 
Cambrew Ltd, Daun Penh Food and 
Beverage Co Ltd, Khmer Beverage 
Co Ltd, Far east Import export Co 
Ltd, Kingdom Breweries (Cambodia) 
Ltd, Media GB enterprise Co Ltd, 
and Phnom Penh Beer Co Ltd.

Thou Vireak

ORDeRS for the world-famous 
Kampot pepper are recovering 
as europe’s market demand 
surges following coronavirus 
restriction measures.

Kampot Pepper Promotion 
Association (KPPA) president 
nguon Lay told The Post on 
Thursday that the associa-
tion’s members had gradually 
begun ordering the commod-
ity, albeit in small quantities, 
reflecting a market rebound.

earlier this year there were 
no orders at all, he said.

He added that local companies 
have ordered more than three 
tonnes of Kampot pepper and 
he hopes to see more orders.

“I hope that after Covid-19 ta-
pers off in countries known for 
large orders, like the uS, it will 
be re-marketed. Kampot pep-
per still has potential,” said Lay.

Kampot pepper harvest sea-
son came to a close in the first 
week of the month, he said, 
predicting that the 2020 pep-
per yield was around 90 tonnes 
with stockpiles remaining be-
tween 120 and 130 tonnes.

“We still hope that our ex-
port volume will be similar to 
last year’s 70 tonnes,” he said. 

Farm Link Ltd general man-
ager Sebastien Lesieur told 
The Post that his company has 
bought seven tonnes of Kampot 
pepper from 58 small produc-
ers and will purchase four more 
tonnes in the next three months.

The company exported 
around five tonnes in the first 
five months of the year, up two 
tonnes compared to the same 
period last year, he said. His 
company will also be exporting 
two more tonnes this month.

Lesieur said: “Local super-
market sales are down by 30 
per cent since january and even 
more since March [80 per cent].

“[But] export revenues have 
increased by 70 per cent since 
january compared to the same 
period last year. It seems that 
the confinement in europe is 
pushing consumers to cook fine 
food at home and they need the 
finest pepper for that.”

“european demand on or-
ganic certified Kampot pep-
per is increasing year by year.

“We have started the eu-
ropean organic certification 
process of small producers to 
have enough certified pepper 
to supply europe and we hope 
to get 15 small producers cer-
tified by 2021,” he said.

The company’s first brewery produces many well-known brands such as Tiger, Heineken and Black Panther. HONG MENEA

AVS Innovation CEO Kampol Siriwattanakul (centre left) and Cambodian ambassador to Thailand Ouk Sorphorn 
(centre right) look forward to the company’s entry into the Kingdom’s market. ROYAL EMBASSY OF CAMBODIA IN BANGKOK



D
ESPITE the pandemic 
impact being felt across 
the world, South Ko-
rean banks are retaining 

their faith in the ASEAN countries 
– dubbed as a new market with 
relatively high interest rates and de-
mand for fresh funds.

With travel restrictions to key 
ASEAN markets likely to be lifted 
soon – as there are zero coronavi-
rus deaths in Cambodia and Viet-
nam so far – the countries will 
not only work as a breather for the 
lenders, but also as a battleground 
for heightened competition.

The combined net profit of over-
seas businesses of four major com-
mercial banks here – KB Kookmin, 
Shinhan, Woori and Hana – declined 
13.8 per cent year-on-year to 246.9 
billion won ($206 million) from Jan-
uary to March, when cases related to 
the coronavirus were getting regis-
tered across the globe in a fast pace.

Amid the frenzy, three lenders here 
– KB Kookmin, Industrial Bank of 
Korea and Korea Development Bank 
– has recently clinched preliminary 
licences to launch subsidiaries in 
Myanmar, the lenders said in April.

Myanmar is notorious for be-
ing strict with granting licences to 
foreign banks, although its market 
is referred to as “post-Vietnam” by 
economic experts, due to its growth 
potential.

Local lenders have been operating 
branches and offices in Myanmar 
for nearly a decade, but have yet to 
establish subsidiaries there.

“The coronavirus pandemic has 
delayed the Myanmar govern-
ment’s selection process for around 
two months, but overall our plans 

concerning our key projects in the 
ASEAN market are progressing 
smoothly,” a KB Kookmin spokes-
person told The Korea Herald, add-
ing that the lender plans to launch 
the subsidiary by the second half of 
the year.

Once the launches are finalised, 
the lenders are expected to rub 
shoulders in the housing loan mar-
ket there, seeking to create synergy 
with the Myanmar government’s 

project to create a collective resi-
dential complex for low-income 
families.

On the back of South Korean Presi-
dent Moon Jae-in’s New Southern 
Policy – aimed at deepening ties with 
Southeast Asian nations, banks have 
been increasing their presence in the 
ASEAN countries. The market has 
grown as their key source of revenue.

Financial Supervisory Service, 
South Korea’s integrated financial 

regulator, said the country’s banks 
had a combined 195 subsidiaries, 
branches and representative offices 
in 39 countries overseas as of the 
end of last year.

A total of eight of such operations 
were newly launched last year and 
five of them were fresh additions to 
the lenders’ ASEAN sales network, 
including IBK’s Indonesian sub-
sidiary and KB Kookmin’s Vietnam 
branch.

The combined net profit for their 
Vietnam operations came to $156 
million in the cited period, which 
was higher than the correspond-
ing figures of $149 million for Hong 
Kong and $110 million for mainland 
China, respectively.

Vietnam alone accounted for 
nearly 10 per cent of the combined 
overseas net profit for last year, 
which totalled $988 million.

In terms of individual banks, Jeon-
buk Bank’s Cambodian subsidiary 
Phnom Penh Commercial Bank Plc, 
logged a net profit of 20.7 billion 
won last year alone, up 40.5 per cent 
year-on-year.

The robust revenue alongside 
Korea’s low interest rates and an ex-
pected shift in the global production 
chain from China to ASEAN nations 
such as Vietnam in the post-virus 
era are expected to further drive lo-
cal lenders to the ASEAN market.

The latest pandemic has pushed the 
Bank of Korea to slash its base rate to 
a record-low of 0.5 per cent, dragging 
down the lenders’ interest rates on 
loans and other products as well.

Commission fees from products 
and loans have remained the main 
source of revenue for local banks 
for decades and experts have been 
calling for the need to diversity their 
options.

“The centre of the global produc-
tion chain is forecast to move to 
Vietnam from China in the post-
virus era, as it has been a favoured 
destination for such changes in 
trade flows and has been contain-
ing the coronavirus effectively,” Oh 
Chul, a global business professor at 
Sangmyung University said. THE KO-

REA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Sangeetha Amarthalingam

L
URKING in the under-
belly of the Cambo-
dian banking sector 
is a shadow operation 

that has stymied the financial 
authorities for several years.

No doubt these activities, 
which involve direct lend-
ing mortgage by housing 
developers and unofficial 
money lenders and pawn-
shops, have surreptitiously 
fed the economy, the scale of 
shadow banking, or recently 
identified as non-banking fi-
nancial institutions, remains 
unclear in Cambodia.

Globally though, G20-en-
dorsed Financial Stability 
Board, a body that monitors 
financial systems worldwide, 
noted that based on a narrow 
measure of shadow banking, 
the sector rose 1.7 per cent 
to $50.9 trillion in 2018. This 
market now represents 13.6 
per cent of the total global 
financial assets.

Shadow banking was char-
acterised, inter alia, as lack-
ing disclosure and informa-
tion about the value of their 
assets, and having little reg-
ulatory or supervisory over-
sight of the type associated 
with traditional banks.

Laura Ellen Kodres, divi-
sion chief for International 
Monetary Fund’s (IMF) 
global financial stability di-
vision, asserted this in an ar-
ticle in 2013, further adding 
that shadow banking mim-
ics traditional banking.

Unfortunately, it is neither 
subjected to international 
regulations such as the Basel 
III framework that mitigates 
risks in the banking sector 
nor anti-money laundering 
laws.

As such, they operate in 
absolute isolation of the reg-
ulated financial institution 
sector without supervision 
or data sharing, in this case 
with the National Bank of 
Cambodia (NBC) and Credit 
Bureau Cambodia (CBC).

In its Financial Stability 
Review last year, NBC rued 
that shadow banking activi-
ties had actively expanded 
as real estate developers 
were involved with credit 
provision or sale on credit to 
home buyers.

“Given the important role 
of developers in this sector 
while data availability is still 
limited, closer coordination 
from relevant authorities is 
needed to ensure sustain-
able and inclusive growth of 
construction and real estate 
sector in Cambodia,” the 
central bank wrote.

It inadvertently means 
that there is no way of know-
ing how big an individual’s 

debt exposure is, said Oeur 
Sothearoath, CEO of CBC, a 
credit reporting body set up 
under a 2016 prakas.

“Housing developers come 
under the Ministry of Econo-
my and Finance (MEF) regu-
lation. However, mortgage 
lending are not regulat-
ed by them. So, I am 
not sure if MEF has 
that data.

“We do not cap-
ture that data 
[too] and in-
formation on 
the risk is 
not shared 
with the 
b a n k -
ing sector. 
There should 
be cross discus-
sions on this mat-
ter,” he added.

To make matters worse, 
the opaque operation does 
not sit well with questionable 
source of funds especially 
with European Commis-
sion’s identification of Cam-
bodia as a high risk nation 
with deficient anti-money 
laundering and counter ter-
rorism financing efforts.

This is in addition to the re-
listing by intergovernmental 
money laundering watchdog 
Financial Action Task Force 
last year.

“Trade-wise, the effects 
would be devastating to 
the econo-
my as the 
b l a c k -
l i s t 

m a k e s 
it difficult 
for countries 
to do business 
with Cambodia 
particularly where 
transactions are con-
cerned,” said David 
Van, senior associate 
of Platform Impact, a 

public-private partnership 
consultant. 

The worry is justified, 
more so when the 

non-banking fi-
nancial sector 

is expected 
to pick up 
pace as the 
distressed 
e c o n o m y 
drives a 
w e d g e 
t h r o u g h 
people’s 
l i v e l i -
hood.

T h e 
removal 

of pre-
requisite 

c r i t e r i a , 
such as 

good credit 
ratings, salary slips, 

down payments and 
guarantors, make turning 
to an alternative funding 
source desirable.

Indebtedness bumped up
Four years ago, the min-

istry acknowledged NBC’s 
challenge in minimising the 
risks inherent in rapid credit 
growth and that Cambodia’s 
financial system was evolv-
ing fast whilst getting more 
interconnected.

It said the microfinance in-

stitutions nearly resembled 
the typical shadow banking 
system, as they offer alter-
nate source of financing for 
small and micro enterprises.

“These emerging develop-
ments do create new chal-
lenges. At this juncture of the 
country’s financial develop-
ment, a robust framework 
for financial sector oversight 
and supervision is a prereq-
uisite to ensure resilience of 
the system to unexpected 
shocks,” the ministry said 
in the 2016 mid-year assess-
ment of the macroeconomic 
monitor.

That was then, but now an 
anomaly in regulatory mea-
sures seems to have emerged 
as real estate developers are 
allowed to partake in the 
lending market, sans bank-
ing regulations and data 
sharing with NBC.

Ministry spokesman Meas 
Soksensan (pictured, right) 
disagreed, saying that the 
financial flow within the 
sector is regulated in accor-
dance to the government 
policy.

“It is coordinated through 
the economic and financial 
committee, an inter-min-
isterial consultation body 
chaired by the minister, 
[where we] take into account 
potential risks and avoid the 
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What lies beneath? An opaque take on 
Cambodia’s shadow banking operations
Away from the authorities’ gaze, the unregulated consumer lending market thrives, triggering 
unease in the banking sector over rising credit growth risk 

Cambodia’s Banking System in 2019 

Source: National Bank of Cambodia
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domination of one or few 
sectors,” he told The Post.

Soksensan explained that 
‘technically registered’ or 
‘official’ real estate devel-
opers operating under the 
actual mechanism should 
not be considered as shadow 
banking.

“The current practice al-
lows all Cambodians to 
possess a home. Another 
example model that the gov-
ernment is trying to enforce 
is the so-called affordable 
housing loan,” he said.

Evidently, the issue is sen-
sitive, seeing that several 
industry players who were 
approached declined to 
elaborate, including the NBC 
and Housing Developers As-
sociation of Cambodia.

Treading cautiously, In 
Channy, president of Associ-
ation of Banks in Cambodia, 
said it is a matter for the gov-
ernment to address, as there 
are two regulators.

“Pawn shops are regulated 
by the MEF [while] real estate 
and property developments 
are regulated by MEF and 
Ministry of Land Manage-
ment, Urban Planning and 
Construction,” noted Chan-
ny, who is also president and 
group managing director for 
Acleda Bank Plc.

In the absence of data from 
the non-banking sector, regu-
lated financial sector infor-
mation might be able to shed 
some light on the credit sector.

For instance, World Bank 
said as of December 31, 
2019, the share of outstand-
ing bank credit financing to 
construction, real estate and 
mortgage sectors, excluding 
microfinance and shadow 
banking credits, stood at 31.3 
per cent to $7.7 billion of the 
banking sector, compared to 
$5.6 billion or 27.9 per cent in 
2018.

The share, which is equiv-
alent to 28.6 per cent of the 
gross domestic product last 
year, is larger than 22.8 
per cent when the con-
struction boom went 
bust after being trig-
gered by the 2008-
2009 global financial 
crisis.

World Bank said a 
potential effect on 
the microfinance 
sector is through the 
losses of household 
incomes with rising 

l a i d -

off workers from the tour-
ism, garment and construc-
tion sectors. To date, more 
than 150,000 workers across 
the board have been laid-off 
or facing pay cuts.

This is expected to push 
up the level of indebted-
ness among rural house-
holds beyond 40 per cent, as 
previously indicated in the 
Cambodia Socioeconomic 
Survey 2017.

The survey by the Na-
tional Institute of Statistics 
also found that outstanding 
loans and credit from micro-
finance (and credit operat-
ing) sector accounted for 
52.3 per cent of debt owed by 
rural households.

No-rule borey loans
An economic analyst, who 

spoke on conditions of ano-
nymity, argued that MEF 
and NBC should be the only 
regulator of housing loans 
by banks while developers 
should be banned from of-
fering home financing.

“Developers should not 
be allowed to provide loans 
because it is messy and they 
charge higher interest rates 
than banks. The credibility 
of loan applicants are also 
not vetted properly,” the an-
alyst said.

Housing loans by devel-
opers (who build borey or 
gated communities) might 
seem alluring to home own-
ers because approval criteria 
are less strict, which helps 
first time owners who have 
little or no savings to acquire 
loans that cover the total 
cost of the house.

“I didn’t have to put down 
a deposit for the house and 
I was offered a full loan. If I 
had gone to the bank, they 
would run various credit 
checks which is time con-
suming,” said Try Sopheak, a 
retail shop manager, 

who owns a home in a borey 
near Sen Sok, Phnom Penh.

The 35-year-old father of 
two took out a loan of $90,000 
with a 12 per cent interest rate 
in 2014. Last year, he remort-
gaged his two-bedroom house 
when he faced difficulty ser-
vicing the monthly debt.

While the initial condi-
tions are somewhat compas-
sionate, the repercussions 
of loan defaults and late 

payments are rather dra-
conian.

 “If you delay a payment 
by five days, the penalty 
is $24 and if you don’t 

service the loan for 
two or three months, 
they immediately 
seize the house and 

auction it,” he said.
The lack of regula-

tion on this home financ-
ing sector poses a risk on 

customers who are not 
protected by the law and 

might face complica-
tions in seeking 

legal recourse.
For May Tola, 

it was the only 
option she had 
after being 
rejected by 
two commer-
cial banks 
because she 
could not 
foot the 30 
per cent de-
posit for her 
house.

“My initial 
plan was to 
seek bank 
f i n a n c i n g 
but I could 
not fulfil 
the criteria. 

It was easier 
with the bo-

rey financing 

because all I needed to pro-
duce were my husband’s and 
my identity cards and our 
thumbprints.

“Approval was immedi-
ate but we pay the price of 
high interest rate of 10 per 
cent per year compared to 
the banks’ average seven 
per cent interest rate. We 
also end up paying more for 

the interest compared to the 
principal sum,” said the 26-
year-old clerk.

Tola is among thousands 
who have taken out loans 
with their developers and 
more are expected as afford-
able units, some 30 per cent 
of 28,000 units, come into 
the market this year.

So, what happens next? Is 

the government concerned 
over the credit risk growth?

“We [will] supervise the 
growth of every sector and 
try to balance [the expan-
sion],” Soksensan said, reit-
erating that all decisions will 
go through the economy and 
finance policy committee.

But, that does not answer 
the question.
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Shinhan Bank is serv-
ing up a variety of 
strategies to alleviate 
financial hardship in 

Cambodia from the fallout  
of the Covid-19 crisis, with 
restaurant owners the latest  
to benefit.

“We have introduced the 
‘Good Spending’ programme, 
which has been conducted by 
implementing the initiative 
benchmarked by our parent 
bank in South Korea.

“This is a method for the 
prepaying of meals to support 
restaurants that are currently 
struggling with the financial ef-
fects of the Covid-19 pandemic.

“We hope the programme 
will help keep these restaurants 
going during this difficult 
period,” Shinhan Bank (Cam-
bodia) president Lee Taekyung 
told The Post.

Shinhan has also introduced 
Covid Support Loans and loan 
restructuring measures, and 
implemented a range of hard-
ship mitigation programmes.

One restaurant owner to 
benefit from the Good Spending 
Programme said the assistance 
was greatly needed.

“This has been very helpful 
to my restaurant. it’s not a big 
amount for a large bank, but 
it allows me to meet the basic 
needs of paying my staff and 
running my restaurant. it really 
helps meet the current needs of 
restaurant owners. 

“it is a truly beneficial con-
tribution to help the places that 
need it as we suffer from the 
financial effects of the Covid-19 
outbreak,” the owner said.

Lee said he was hopeful the 
programme would inspire other 
firms to follow suit.

“We have started with just 
a small amount, but we expect 
that this spirit of sharing will 
spread to other companies,” 
Lee said.

he said a commitment to 
helping people was at the  
core of the bank.

“as part of the Shinhan Fi-
nancial Group’s ‘a Better World 
through the Power of Finance’ 
mission, we not only focus on 
corporate social responsibil-
ity [CSR], but also on helping 
people and society by introduc-
ing and providing advanced 
financial products and services 

to Cambodians,” said Lee.
The Seoul-based financial 

institution last month donated 
$15,000 to Cambodian institu-
tions in the Kingdom as econo-
mies across the globe wrestle 
with the economic impact of 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Shinhan Bank donated 
$7,000 to the Ministry of 
health and $8,000 to the  
Union of Youth Federations  
of Cambodia (UYFC) for  
coronavirus measures.

“The donation budget has 
been provided by our parent 
bank, under Shinhan Financial 
Group’s ‘One Shinhan Pro-
gramme’ across all our subsid-
iaries in 20 countries around 
the world.

“as we are all aware, busi-
nesses have suffered hugely 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
with millions of people across 
the world losing their jobs and 
incomes,” Lee said.

South Korea’s largest lender 
has also teamed up with ride-
hailing service Tada to provide 
easier access to its products. 

“The Tada Loan Process 
brings greater convenience 
to Tada customers applying 
for loans from Shinhan Bank 

through the Tada ecosystem. 
“There are many loan prod-

ucts that customers can apply 
for through the Tada app, and 
they will be directly referred to 
the bank for further assessment.

“i hope the bank can now 
reach out to many more cus-

tomers through this coopera-
tion with Tada,” Lee said of  
the partnership.

Shinhan Bank – which has 
been operating in the Kingdom 
for 12 years – is running ongo-
ing CSR projects, including 
supporting the Dail Commu-
nity, a volunteer organisation 
created in South Korea to 
support education and supply 
meals for disadvantaged fami-
lies in Cambodia. 

Thmor Da Junior high School 
is among those to have benefited 
from such assistance, while the 
Scholarship Programme is open 
every year to underprivileged 
students in the provinces. 

“CSR is part of the Shinhan 
philosophy because as a bank 
we are not only concerned  
with profits and increasing the 
number of customers, we are 
also concerned about society  
as a whole and the difficulties  
people face,” said Lee. 
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shinhan Bank serves up assistance 
to alleviate suffering in Kingdom

Shinhan Bank (Cambodia) president Lee Taekyung. 

Shinhan Bank has donated $7,000 to the Ministry of Health. 
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corporate responsiBility

”
CSR is part of the 
Shinhan philosophy 
because . . . we are 
concerned about 
society as a whole and 
people’s difficulties

Lee Taekyung / Shinhan 
Bank (CamBodia) pReSident

Shinhan Bank has donated to the union of youth Federations of Cambodia. Shinhan Bank has been operating in the kingdom for 12 years. The ‘good Spending’ programme supports eateries hit by Covid-19 measures. 
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world

GeRMAnY and its european 
partners have “serious con-
cerns” over Israel’s plans to an-
nex parts of the occupied West 
Bank, German Minister of For-
eign Affairs Heiko Maas said in 
jerusalem on Wednesday.

The first high-level european 
visitor to Israel since the coro-
navirus pandemic hit, Maas 
brought a message of disquiet 
to Israel which he later reiter-
ated in neighbouring jordan.

Speaking in jerusalem, Maas 
expressed “our honest and seri-
ous concerns . . . about the possi-
ble consequences of such a step”.

Israel has signalled it intends 
to annex West Bank settle-
ments and the jordan Valley, 
as proposed by uS President 
Donald Trump, with initial 
steps slated to begin from july 
1, the same day Germany takes 
the rotating eu presidency.

“Together with the euro-
pean union, we believe that 
annexation would not be 
compatible with internation-
al law,” Maas told a joint press 
conference alongside his Is-

raeli counterpart Gabi Ash-
kenazi, calling instead for the 
resumption of talks towards a 
two-state solution.

The bloc has yet to agree on 
how to react if Israel presses 
ahead with annexation or wheth-
er to impose sanctions on Israel.

Maas said “I don’t think much 
of the politics of issuing threats 
at a stage when no decision has 
been taken yet” by Israel.

Ashkenazi called Trump’s 
initiative “an important mile-
stone” and a “significant op-
portunity”.

He said “the plan will be pur-
sued responsibly, in full coordi-
nation with the united States” 
while maintaining Israel’s ex-
isting and future “peace agree-
ments . . . and strategic interests”.

‘International pressure’
Following talks with Ashke-

nazi, Germany’s top diplomat 
met with Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin netanyahu and 
Minister of Defence Benny 
Gantz, who forged a new uni-
ty government last month.

Israeli annexation forms part 
of the uS peace plan Trump 
unveiled in january, which 
paves the way for the eventual 
creation of a Palestinian state.

A statement from netan-
yahu’s office cited him telling 
his German guest that “any 
realistic plan would have to 
recognise the reality of Israeli 
settlements, and not feed the 
illusion of uprooting people 
from their homes”.

Trump’s proposals exclude 
core Palestinian demands 
such as a capital in east jeru-
salem and have been rejected 
by the Palestinian Authority.

Palestinian prime minis-
ter Mohammed Shtayyeh on 
Tuesday said Palestinians have 
sent a counter-proposal envis-
aging a “sovereign Palestinian 
state, independent and demili-
tarised” to the “quartet”, made 
up of the un, the uS, the eu 
and Russia. “We want Israel to 
feel international pressure.”

Maas then travelled on to 
Amman, where he held a vid-
eo conference with Shtayyeh 

and met his jordanian coun-
terpart Ayman Safadi.

Last month, jordan’s King 
Abdullah II told German mag-
azine Der Spiegel that Israeli 
annexation risked sparking a 
“conflict” with his country.

Maas said that “as a direct 
neighbour, jordan is more di-
rectly affected than any other 
country by any develop-
ments” in the coming weeks 
pertaining to Israel and the 
Palestinian territories.

He warned that “unilateral 
steps by either side will not 
bring us any closer” to a ne-
gotiated two-state solution, 
would impact regional stabil-
ity and bear “great, great po-
tential for escalation”.

Safadi warned it was “im-
perative . . . to stop annexa-
tion because ultimately it is a 
path to institutionalise apart-
heid of Palestine and that is 
not a recipe for peace”.

Speaking in Arabic, he 
added that annexation would 
“not be without a response 
from jordan”. AFP

Germany: Israeli annexation a concern

nK warns uS not to meddle in Koreas
n

ORTH Korea rebuked 
Washington on Thursday 
for criticising its decision to 
cut communication links 

with Seoul, warning it to stay out of 
inter-Korean affairs if it wanted to en-
sure a smooth presidential election.

In a statement carried by the state-
run Korean Central news Agency 
(KCnA), a senior north Korean for-
eign ministry official slammed the 
“double-dealing attitudes” of the uS 
as “disgusting”.

Department of uS Affairs director-
general Kwon jong-gun said Wash-
ington should “hold its tongue and 
mind its internal affairs first” if it 
wanted to avoid experiencing a “hair-
raiser” and ensure the “easy holding” 
of november’s presidential vote.

The implicit threat comes just a 
day before the two-year anniver-
sary of the landmark summit in Sin-
gapore where Kim jong-un shook 
hands with Donald Trump, becom-
ing the first north Korean leader to 
meet a sitting uS president.

negotiations over the north’s nuclear 
programme have been deadlocked 
since the collapse of a second Trump-
Kim meeting in Hanoi last year over 
what Pyongyang would be willing to 
give up in exchange for sanctions relief.

Analysts say it has taken no sub-
stantive steps towards giving up its 
weapons but the impasse has left 
Pyongyang frustrated over the lack 
of concessions.

It has increasingly turned its anger 
towards Seoul rather than Washing-
ton, carrying out a series of weapons 
tests in recent months.

Since last week it has issued a se-
ries of vitriolic denunciations of the 
South, and on Tuesday announced 
it was cutting all official communi-
cation links with its neighbour.

The uS State Department said it 
was “disappointed” by the decision.

Seoul and Washington are secu-
rity allies and the uS stations 28,500 
troops in the South to protect it from 

its neighbour.
Pyongyang is subject to multiple 

un Security Council sanctions over 
its banned weapons programmes 
but has carried out a series of tests 
in recent months – often describ-
ing them as multiple launch rocket 
systems, although japan and the uS 
have called them ballistic missiles.

Meanwhile, South Korea on Wednes-
day said it would take legal action 
against two defector groups for send-
ing anti-Pyongyang leaflets across the 
border, after the north ramped up its 
threats over the campaigns.

north Korea has issued a series of vit-
riolic denunciations of the South since 
last week over activists sending anti-
Pyongyang leaflets across the border.

The leaflets – usually attached to 
hot air balloons or floated in bottles 
– criticise the north Korean leader 
over human rights abuses and his 

nuclear ambitions.
The two groups of north Korean 

defectors had “violated an agree-
ment between the leaders of the 
north and the South and created 
tension”, Seoul’s unification minis-
try added in a statement.

It said it would file a legal com-
plaint with the police against them 
for violating a law on inter-Korean 
cooperation, and also begin a pro-
cess to retract their licences.

The leaflet campaigns have long 
been a thorny issue between the two 
Koreas, but analysts said such legal 
action could spark an outcry over 
the possible infringement of the 
right to freedom of expression.

Officials in Seoul said last week 
they will consider a ban on leaflet 
launches just hours after a statement 
on the campaigns from Kim Yo-jong, 
the powerful younger sister and key 

adviser to the north Korean leader.
Calling the defectors “human 

scum” and “rubbish-like mongrel 
dogs” who betrayed their home-
land, she said it was “time to bring 
their owners to account” – referring 
to the South Korean government.

After threatening to scrap a mili-
tary pact with Seoul and close a li-
aison office – where activities were 
already suspended – this week she 
ordered all communication links 
cut with South Korea.

The move further raised tensions, 
with inter-Korean ties at a standstill 
despite three summits between Kim 
and the South’s President Moon jae-
in in 2018.

The two sides remain technically 
at war after Korean War hostilities 
ended with an armistice in 1953 that 
was never replaced with a peace 
treaty. AFP

North Korea rebuked Washington on Thursday for criticising its decision to cut communication links with Seoul. AFP

‘He didn’t 
deserve to 
die over $20’
THe brother of George Floyd, whose 
killing by police sparked worldwide 
protests against racism, made an 
emotional plea on Wednesday to the 
uS Congress to “stop the pain” and 
pass reforms that make officers 
accountable for brutality.

One day after burying his brother in 
the uS city of Houston, Philonise 
Floyd appeared in person before a 
House hearing, where he described 
the anguish of watching a viral video 
of George’s death and demanded law-
makers act to fix law enforcement 
problems including systemic racism.

The younger Floyd said: “I’m here to 
ask you to make it stop. Stop the pain.

“I can’t tell you the kind of pain you feel 
when you watch . . . your big brother, who 
you looked up to your whole entire life, 
die – die begging for his mom.

“He didn’t deserve to die over $20,” 
he said, referring to his brother’s 
alleged effort to use a counterfeit bill 
before his arrest.

“I’m asking you – is that what a black 
man is worth, $20?” Floyd asked. “This 
is 2020. enough is enough.”

Floyd, who wore an anti-virus mask 
bearing an image of his brother, 
wiped his forehead and fought back 
tears as he implored lawmakers to 
“listen to the call” he and protesters 
were making for justice.

“Maybe by speaking with you today, 
I can make sure that his death will not 
be in vain.”

After the hearing, fist raised, he 
joined demonstrators on the streets 
outside the White House demanding 
justice and police reforms.

“There is systemic racism not just in 
our law enforcement but also in housing, 
education, and everything we do,” Dem-
ocratic presidential candidate joe Biden 
tweeted after the hearing.

“We have to do the hard work to 
end it.” AFP

Continued from page 1

survey the vast flat area of grass 
and sparse trees.

Bronnikov said after this 
“mechanical” stage, other 
methods will have to be used 
to absorb the rest of the diesel 
or cause it to break down.

nornickel head Vladimir 
Potanin said the firm would 
pay for clean-up efforts esti-
mated to exceed 10 billion 
rubles ($144 million) after Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin backed a 
state of emergency in the Arctic 
city.

The Investigative Committee 
said the power plant’s fuel tank 
had required major repairs 
from 2018 but the suspects 
“continued to use it in breach 
of safety rules. As a result, the 
accident occurred”.

Regional officials have said 
that despite efforts to contain 
the fuel leak using booms on 
the river surface, it has now 
reached a freshwater lake that 

is a major source of water for 
the region.

The pollution could now 
flow into the Kara Sea in the 
Arctic Ocean north of Siberia, 
which Greenpeace Russia 
expert Vladimir Chuprov told 
AFP would be a “disaster”.

But in a conference call on 
Wednesday, nornickel first 
v i c e - p re s i d e n t  S e r g e i 
Dyachenko denied the spill 
had reached the lake, saying 
the company had not found 
contamination there.

The metals giant has said the 
accident could have been 
caused by global warming 
thawing the permafrost under 
the fuel reservoir.

It has acknowledged it did 
not specifically monitor the 
condition of permafrost at its 
sites in the past and said it 
would do a full audit shortly.

The massive clean-up 
involves nearly 700 people, 
said the Ministry of emergen-
cy Situations. AFP

Pollution may flow into 
Kara Sea in Arctic Ocean
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Indonesian firms 
joining forces to 
produce virus 
test kits locally
I

ndonesIa’s unicorns and 
start-ups have joined forces to 
produce test kits locally, a move 
that may help President joko 

‘jokowi’ Widodo achieve his target of 
doubling testing capacity for Covid-
19 as cities across the world’s fourth 
most populous country gradually lift 
restrictions.

a unicorn refers to any tech start-
up that reaches $1 billion in market 
value.

jakarta-based east Ventures, which 
has a portfolio of start-up compa-
nies, recently raised 10 billion rupiah 
($705,000) to develop prototypes of 
locally-made polymerase chain reac-
tion (RT-PCR) test kits.

unicorns PT Tokopedia, an e-
commerce platform, and PT Trav-
eloka Indonesia, an airline ticketing 
and hotel booking company, were 
among several companies and indi-
viduals contributing monies to the 
Indonesia Pasti Bisa (Indonesia Can 
do It) initiative, which comes under 
the auspices of Indonesia’s agency 
for the assessment and application 
of Technology (BPPT).

jakarta-based genomics technolo-
gy start-up nusantics was appointed 
by the government to design the test 

kit prototypes, which it did for free.
The firm’s Ceo sharlini eriza Pu-

tri told The Straits Times on Tuesday 
that the prototypes were validated 
by laboratories across Indonesia in 
May as being equivalent to those im-
ported.

These laboratories comprise those 
appointed by the government to car-
ry out PCR tests.

state-owned pharmaceutical com-
pany PT Bio Farma has produced and 
distributed 100,000 test kits based on 
the nusantics prototypes.

BPPT deputy chief soni solistia 
Wirawan said the test kits are more 
suited to local needs as they are be-
ing produced based on samples 
taken from coronavirus patients in 
Indonesia.

The move to produce test kits local-
ly is to reduce reliance on imports.

Indonesia had orders of test kits 
made overseas cancelled and in 
some instances, hijacked by other 
countries, as it grappled with the 
coronavirus which has infected more 
than 33,000 people and killed over 
1,900.

The funds raised in the initiative 
were used to procure raw materials 
for the prototypes, manufacture the 

final test kits as well as pay for trans-
porting them to laboratories across 
Indonesia.

nusantics’ sharlini said: “The chal-
lenge going forward is to always 
monitor the virus mutation, to regu-
larly check if the test kits need updat-
ing.”

Cities across Indonesia have moved 
to ease restrictive measures three 
months after the first local coronavi-
rus case was detected.

jakarta, the epicentre of infections 
in the country, entered a “transition 

phase” on june 5 with places of wor-
ship and workplaces allowed to open 
amid strict health guidelines, which 
include operating at only 50 per cent 
capacity.

shopping centres in the city are 
slated to open in mid-june.

jokowi had earlier underlined 
the need to raise testing capacity to 
20,000 tests a day, after Indonesia 
achieved early this month its target 
of 10,000 tests a day.

The president also stressed that 
aggressive contact tracing measures 

using communication technology 
– such as the mobile GPs – must be 
introduced quickly.

Before this month, Indonesia had 
one of the lowest testing rate among 
countries with a population of 50 
million or more, according to pan-
demic data site Worldometer.

But the country of 270 million is 
no longer near the bottom of the list, 
having achieved a test rate of 1,570 
for every one million population, 
Worldometer data showed. THE STRAITS 

TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The move to produce test kits locally is to reduce reliance on imports. AFP

Pig smuggling threatening 
food safety across Vietnam
WITh pork prices rising relent-
lessly, pigs are being smuggled 
over the border from neighbour-
ing countries into Vietnam.

The meat now sells for 
around 100,000 dong ($4.30) 
per kg.

The an Giang Province Bor-
der Guard said in the first five 
months of this year it has 
helped prevent six cases of pig 
smuggling and seized more 
than six tonnes of smuggled 
pork.

an Giang province is in the 
Kampuchea Krom region and 
is known in Khmer as Moat 
Chrouk, which translates to ‘pig 
mouth’. It borders Cambodia’s 
Takeo and Kandal provinces.

a spokesman said the inci-
dence of smuggling has 
increased recently.

he said smugglers bring pigs 
to the Tien (main northern 
branch of the Mekong through 
Vietnam) and hau (Tonle Bas-
sac in Cambodia) rivers from 
neighbouring countries and 
use small boats to fetch them 
to local markets at night under 
the cover of darkness.

If authorities find and pur-
sue them, the smugglers flee, 
leaving all their belongings 
behind, he said.

In the last three weeks of last 
month, border guards in an 
Giang stopped three cases of 
smuggling and seized nearly 
50 pigs weighing nearly three 
tonnes, he said.

at 2:30am on May 30, sol-
diers from the Phu huu Border 

Guard station in an Giang’s an 
Phu district found a man in a 
small boat in Canal no 5 in a 
local commune.

When challenged by the 
troops, the man jumped into 
the canal and swam away into 
Cambodia, leaving behind the 
junk and 12 pigs.

authorities in other border 
provinces like dong Thap and 
Long an – also known by their 
respective Khmer names Phsar 
dek and Kampong Ko – have 
also recently stopped pig 
smuggling from Cambodia.                                

dong Thap borders the 
Kingdom’s Prey Veng province 
and its neighbour to the east 
Long an borders Prey Veng 
and svay Rieng provinces.

on March 14, environmental 
police officers from the Minis-
try of Public security came 
across smugglers in Long an’s 
Vinh hung district and seized 
more than 100 pigs weighing 
more than 10 tonnes.

They had found the pigs 
some 5km inside the border in 
lorries. Their drivers said they 
had been hired over phone to 
transport the pigs and did not 
know who their owners were.

On to central markets
a source from the Lao Bao 

Border Guard station in the 
central province of Quang Tri 
revealed that on May 21 sol-
diers had spotted two smug-
glers bringing pigs in from 
Laos.

The smugglers escaped to 

Laos, leaving behind 14 pigs 
on a small boat.

It was the fifth time the sol-
diers had accosted smugglers 
and in all seized nearly 100 
pigs worth hundreds of mil-
lions of dong.

data from relevant agencies 
in Quang Tri show that the 
water level in the sepon river 
is now lower than normal, ena-
bling smugglers to transport 
pigs from Laos’ savannakhet 
province. Traders also buy the 
pigs in Thailand.

once the animals arrive in 
Vietnam, they are loaded on 
lorries and transported to 
markets.

Pigs on the hoof sell for 
50,000-60,000 dong per kg in 
Thailand, Laos and Cambodia, 
but 100,000 dong now in Viet-
nam, offering windfall profits 
to smugglers.

The People’s Committee of 
huong hoa district said hun-
dreds of pigs have been smug-
gled into Vietnam bypassing 
veterinary and quarantine 
requirements since early last 
month.

authorities warned this 
posed a risk of spreading afri-
can swine fever and threat-
ened food safety.

since the last week of March, 
the Quang Tri provincial 
administration has required 
authorities to prevent the 
smuggling of pigs across the 
border, but the situation has 
not improved. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK
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I
T has been half a year 
since Covid-19 was first 
reported in December, 
followed by the World 

Health Organisation declar-
ing the disease a pandemic 
in March. Around the world, 
including Southeast Asia, 
governments have asked 
people to stay at home and 
imposed closures or lock-
downs to contain its spread.

Metropolitans like jakarta 
have turned cleaner in regard 
to air pollution. People are 
commuting less and so, fewer 
vehicles are on the streets. 
Industries are slowing down 
their production or suspend-
ing operation. People are 
changing their behaviour – 
they are staying at home.

This change of behaviour 
has impacted energy demand. 
In Indonesia, state electricity 
company PLn said overall 
electricity consumption will 
fall by up to 1.2 per cent, 
which is mostly driven by low-
er demand from industries 
and businesses. nonetheless, 
what one could miss is that 
the decline in industry and 
commercial energy demand 
has offset residential electricity 
consumption, which has 
increased by 7.54 per cent in 
the past three months.

This is happening not only 
in Indonesia but also global-
ly, according to the Interna-
tional energy Agency Global 
energy Review on the 
impacts of the Covid-19 cri-
sis. This shift in energy 
demand from the industrial 
and commercial sectors to 
the residential sector will in 
turn lead to higher house-
hold electricity bills.

ASeAn governments such as 
Indonesia, Malaysia and Thai-
land have responded by 
launching economic stimulus 
packages to address the rise in 
household electricity expendi-
tures. In Indonesia, PLn has 
provided a free and discount 
stimulus to 31 million low- and 
middle-income households for 
the period of April to june.

While in Malaysia, the gov-
ernment announced a tiered 
rebate for electricity bills of 
between 15 and 50 per cent 
for domestic users in Penin-
sular Malaysia. Similarly, in 
Thailand, the Ministry of 

energy proposed to cut elec-
tricity charges for 22 million 
households for three months 
from March to May.

However, this approach 
may not last forever and a 
strategy to maximise long-
term benefits is needed. 
These behavioural changes 
due to the health crisis might 
be a new normal. Therefore, 
energy efficiency measures 
could be one of the most 
effective ways to bring a 
long-term transformation 
that will help reduce electric-
ity expenditures while accel-
erating economic recovery. 
That’s why governments 
could channel their stimulus 
through energy efficiency 
programmes, for example, in 
the residential sector.

There is a huge potential for 
energy-saving in the residential 
sector. Based on the ASeAn 
energy Database System of the 
ASeAn Center of energy (ACe), 
the residential sector is the sec-
ond-largest for electricity 
demand with a 30 per cent 
share in the region. Moreover, 
household electrical applianc-
es contribute to most of the 
residential sector’s energy use, 
with air conditioners (AC) 
being one of the most energy-
intensive appliances with a 
share of 15 per cent in total 
electricity use in households.

According to the un envi-
ronment Programme’s (uneP) 
united for efficiency assess-
ment, ASeAn could see poten-
tial annual savings of 134kWh 
of electricity, 92 million tonnes 

of CO2 and $15 billion in elec-
tricity bills from transition to 
energy-efficient ACs.

Moreover, a study shows 
that in Indonesia, there can 
be a 932kWh difference in 
annual energy consumption 
between the average AC and 
the most efficient AC availa-
ble in the market, which 
could be translated to poten-
tially saving $90 a year per AC 
in electricity bills.

To further increase the 
availability of high-efficient 
products, the International 
energy Agency (IeA) has rec-
ommended that countries 
develop mechanisms and 
implement a gradual 

increase of Minimum energy 
Performance Standard 
(MePS) levels. This would 
eliminate inefficient prod-
ucts in the market and build 
consumer trust in higher-ef-
ficiency products.

However, numerous stud-
ies have demonstrated that 
the penetration of energy-ef-
ficient equipment is far 
below the cost-effective level 
for energy consumers. To 
make them more competi-
tive, especially in the current 
pandemic situation, there is 
a need for a well-designed 
incentive programme from 

policymakers that can be 
applied throughout the sup-
ply chain. Incentives such as 
subsidies or tax credits could 
encourage manufacturers to 
make technological improve-
ments and innovations, as 
well as offer an opportunity 
to lower production costs.

A direct incentive for con-
sumers, such as replacement 
programme from old and 
inefficient products to a 
more efficient model, could 
be one option. For example, 
Mexico’s Programa nacional 
para la Sustitucion de equi-
pos electrodomesticos 
(PnSee) was able to replace 
1.5 million refrigerators and 

167,000 ACs, saving 400GWh 
of energy and 0.24 metric 
tonnes of CO2 by 2012 
through on-bill financing.

Low-income families often 
occupy homes that are the 
least energy efficient. The eco-
nomic stimulus could be 
directed to retrofitting low-in-
come residences into more 
energy-efficient homes. One of 
the success stories of this kind 
of stimulus happened in the 
uS as a response to the global 
financial crisis in 2008, under 
the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA). It 
improved the energy efficiency 

of low-income residences of 
more than one million homes 
and was able to save the fami-
lies more than $3,000 of utility 
bills. Additionally, it also gen-
erated new 28,000 direct and 
indirect jobs in 2010 alone.

Consumers play a major role 
in the implementation of resi-
dential energy efficient pro-
grammes. Studies show that 
households mainly get infor-
mation on their domestic 
energy use from utility bills.

Consumer awareness could 
be further enhanced by imple-
menting supporting pro-
grammes such as the inclu-
sion of QR codes on labels, 
from which the consumer 
could be re-directed to con-
sumer-information websites 
to check the accuracy of the 
label. Furthermore, to assist 
consumers in making pur-
chasing decisions, an online-
based application with energy 
saving tips and useful infor-
mation will be very helpful.

Although choosing efficient 
products will greatly depend 
on the consumers, govern-
ments can assist them by 
providing a necessary nudge. 
The consumer information 
platform developed by the 
government of Singapore can 
be a good model.

The Covid-19 pandemic is 
causing a behavioural change 
that is shifting the energy 
landscape in the region. Vari-
ous energy efficiency meas-
ures for the residential sector 
could create a positive multi-
plier-effect, especially for the 
post-pandemic economic 
recovery. They will not only 
allow consumers to reduce 
their household energy con-
sumption and bills but also 
boost the economy through 
job creation and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

The current situation 
would be a perfect moment 
for ASeAn countries to stim-
ulate energy efficiency 
improvements. While recov-
ering from the pandemic, 
will you and your country 
take part in energy efficiency 
efforts? Or will you return to 
your old “normal” behaviour 
that only leads to higher 
energy bills? THE JAKARTA POST/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Rizky Aditya Putra is senior officer, 
Alfred Gurning is technical officer and 
Dynta Trishana Munardy is technical 
officer of ASEAN Plan of Action for 
Energy Cooperation (APAEC) at the 
ASEAN Centre for Energy.

Opinion
Rizky Aditya Putra, Alfred 

Gurning and Dynta Munardy

Toward residential energy efficiency

ASEAN could see potential annual savings of 134kWh of electricity, 92 million tonnes of CO2 and $15 billion 
in electricity bills from transition to energy-efficient ACs. afp

The economic stimulus could 
be directed to retrofitting low-
income residences into more 

energy-efficient homes



A thousAnd elephants threatened 
by starvation have journeyed through 
the hills of northern thailand, making 
a slow migration home from tourist 
sites forced shut by the pandemic.

home for some of the animals is 
the northern village of huay Pakoot, 
where generations of ethnic Karen 
mahouts – or elephant handlers – 
have been rearing the giant mam-
mals for four centuries.

But it is around tourist hub Chiang 
Mai, 180km away, that many mahouts 
and their elephants work, performing 
money-spinning tricks for foreigners 
in amusement parks or “sanctuaries”.

some of the controversial camps 
employ abusive methods to “break” 
and train the elephants, who earn 
their keep by entertaining busloads 
of tourists eager for a once-in-a-life-
time experience.

As the coronavirus pandemic para-
lysed global travel and closed many 
of the parks in mid-March, however, 
thailand’s some 3,000 domesticated 
elephants have been unemployed. 
Many – at risk of starvation – have 
been brought home.

“they are tired but rather happy,” 
said Chaiyaporn, a mahout of 15 years, 

after they arrived in huay Pakoot.
“they have a very good memory. It 

seems that after years of absence they 
know they are finally coming home,” 
said the 35-year-old. 

thai Elephant Alliance Association 
president theerapat trungprakan 
said about 1,000 elephants and their 
mahouts have returned to their vil-
lages in the past two months.

“such a big migration over such a 
short period of time is unprecedent-
ed in this country,” he said.

Territorial fights
But the homecoming is not without 

problems.
huay Pakoot normally has fewer than 

10 elephants in it. today, more than 90 
are living alongside 400 villagers.

the vast forests surrounding the 
village have been cleared to make 
room for the cultivation of corn and 
there is nothing to support the needs 
of such a large herd.

theerapat said: “the whole village is 
actually not ready to handle them.”

While some sleep behind homes, most 
of the elephants remain in the forest at 
night, watched over by their mahouts.

But sometimes they escape and 

roam around farm property, risking 
getting hurt by people trying to 
defend their crops. 

theerapat said conflicts between 
territorial elephants have also been 
reported, with at least two injured in 
a fight.

For mahouts who made the long 
journey home to avoid starvation 
themselves, finding 300kg of plants 
for each elephant – their average 
daily diet – is a challenge.

Buying sufficient feed instead can 

cost roughly 500 baht ($16) daily, said 
19-year-old mahout Jirayu Prateep-
pratarn. 

“More grass, bananas, and sugarcane” 
crops will have to be planted if the out-
break goes on much longer, he said.

there is also concern that desper-
ate mahouts might turn to the illegal 
logging industry, which operates 
around the thai-Myanmar border.

theerapat warned that every family’s 
budget in the village is near its end.  

But some are hopeful that the crisis 

might jumpstart a reflection on the 
unregulated and often brutal nature 
of animal tourism – a large, lucrative 
contributor to thailand’s economy. 

others are just glad the elephants 
are home.

Mahout sinchai Joroenbunpod, 37, 
whose animals have never worked in a 
tourist camp, said he was overjoyed about 
the homecoming of the other elephants 
– some he had not seen in years.

“I grew up with them – they are like 
my brothers and sisters.” AFP

thai elephants’ mass 
migration to village 
brings new challenges

Theerapat Trungprakan greeting Baifern, a female elephant in Mae Chaem district in the northern Thai province of Chiang Mai. AFP
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Lifestyle
Ancient martial art resurgence in Vietnam

I
n A sunny temple court-
yard in Vietnam, Le Van 
thang pushes an iron 
rod hard against his eye 

socket and tries to make it 
bend – his dizzying strength 
honed through years of prac-
tising centuries-old martial 
art thien Mon dao.

thang, 28, is one of an in-
creasing number of Vietnam-
ese to find refuge in a sport that 
grew out of a need to protect 
the country from invaders, but 
now offers a route to mental 
wellbeing in the rapidly chang-

ing Communist nation.
Practitioners of thien Mon 

dao – which loosely trans-
lates to ‘the way to the heav-
enly Gate’ – have long taken 
pride in the incredible shows 
of strength that form part of 
their routines.

the eye-popping feats in-
clude bending metal against 
their bodies, carrying heavy 
objects using their throats 
and lying under the path of 
motorbikes.

now many say they also take 
pleasure from how the sport 

– which includes elements 
of self-defence, kung fu and 
weapons training – has steered 
them on a new course.

thang, a furniture seller who 
first began practising eight 
years ago, said he used to get 
into fights in high school and 
was also a gambler.

he said: “once I stole mon-
ey from my family but after 
that, I was brought to thien 
Mon dao by my family and I 
changed.

“there are so many benefits 
– I learned how to express my 

ideas, how to walk properly 
and behave.”

thien Mon dao was first 
developed in the 10th centu-
ry, said master nguyen Khac 
Phan, whose school trains 
in the complex of an ornate 
temple on the outskirts of 
hanoi.

In recent years it’s seen a 
surge in popularity, he says, 
with up to three new clubs set 
up in the capital each year.

Vietnam currently has 
around 30,000 thien Mon 
dao practitioners across the 

country, with occasional 
public performances helping 
boost the sport’s appeal.

“People come for different 
purposes but mostly they want 
to improve their health and 
mental health,” added Phan, 
who has been teaching the 
sport since the early 1990s.

“Learning martial arts can 
help people see life in a better 
way, improve their strength . . . 
give up their mistakes to aim 
for better things,” he said.

From tiny children who 
have barely started school to 

people in their eighties, thien 
Mon dao embraces anyone 
who wants to kick their way 
up through 18 different levels 
and seven belts.

sixteen-year-old Vu thi 
ngoc diep, one of around 10 
women training at the temple 
compound, said the sport 
had also given her a way to 
fight gender stereotypes.

“southeast Asian people 
think that girls should be gen-
tle and not suitable for learn-
ing martial arts,” she said. 
“But I see it differently.” AFP

Le Van Thang, 28, a student of the centuries-old martial art of Thien Mon Dao, bends a construction rebar 
against his eye socket inside the Bach Linh temple compound at Du Xa Thuong village in Hanoi. AFP

Master Nguyen Khac Phan (centre) teaching students during a Thien Mon Dao training class. His school 
trains in the complex of an ornate temple on the outskirts of Hanoi. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Space under the roof
  6 Uno, dos, ___
 10 Word before friend or seller
 14 One of Harpo’s brothers
 15 Fuzzy
 16 Village People hit
 17 Larry Hagman’s mother
 19 Animal fat
 20 Compass dir.
 21 Goal-oriented Hamm
 22 Numbers at the pump
 24 Word plays
 25 On a single occasion
 26 “Gross Anatomy” star
 31 Light brown
 33 Common house plant
 34 Kind of nut, brain or shooter
 35 “___ cost to you!”
 36 Remedies
 38 Metallica drummer Ulrich
 39 Inc.’s kin
 40 Yawn producer
 41 Scatterbrained (var.)
 42 She married Joe DiMaggio
 46 Transportation head under 

Clinton
 47 Property claim
 48 Pours liquor over and ignites
 51 Trial evidence, sometimes
 52 Gives the go-ahead
 55 Carpenter’s joint
 56 “Purlie” co-star
 59 Seals the victory
 60 “___ sorry!” (words of apology)
 61 Anise-flavored liqueurs
 62 Dick Francis book “Dead ___”
 63 Orderly and neat
 64 Family reunion attendee
DOWN
  1 Mountaintop
  2 Word in comparisons
  3 Spare item
  4 Slippery, say
  5 Travel back and forth
  6 Soundly defeat
  7 Word in a Cagney impersonation
  8 Pinza of “South Pacific”
  9 Lip-___ (mouth the words)
 10 “One if ___, two if ...”
 11 Free from bondage
 12 DVDs sent to critics
 13 Smidgens

 18 “___ Misbehavin’”
 23 Jessica Rabbit, for one
 24 First half of a Samoan city
 26 One who claims telepathy
 27 “77 Sunset Strip” actor Zimbalist 

Jr.
 28 Tiny
 29 Title in the family
 30 Word with chair or street
 31 Soothing salve
 32 Sundance Kid’s sweetheart
 36 Demure
 37 Subject for Keats
 38 King of beasts
 40 Spill the beans
 41 “You wish!”
 43 Deepest, as thoughts or feelings
 44 “Good” one in an exclusive 

network
 45 Jazz singer Simone
 48 S&L insurer
 49 Send forth
 50 Big hauler
 52 Move like the Blob
 53 McDonald’s founder Ray
 54 Zaire’s Mobutu ___ Seko
 57 Flashback drug
 58 Yes, in Montreal

“MMOVIE MMAKERS” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

W
Hen might 
there be a vac-
cine? Should I 
move to avoid 

a second wave of infec-
tions? Will I get another job? 
Americans anxious from the 
upheaval caused by the coro-
navirus crisis are turning to 
astrologers for answers about 
an uncertain future.

Stargazers and tarot 
card readers in the uS are  
reporting an uptick in busi-
ness due to Covid-19 as peo-
ple seek advice and comfort 
for their disrupted lives amid 
sometimes chaotic messag-
ing from leaders.

Michele Bell, 54, hired new 
York City-based astrologer 
jenny Lynch after the virus 
killed her mother in April.

Bell had spent seven years 
caring for her mom and was 
now at a loss about what to do 
with her life. 

Bell said: “I was caught in a 
very toxic energetic field.”

After studying Bell’s chart 
based on her date, time and 
location of birth, Lynch was 
told her horoscope suggested 
2021 would be a good time 
to fulfil her dream of living 
abroad.

“She really gave me some 
new personal growth to navi-
gate to,” said Bell. 

Almost 30 per cent of Amer-
icans believe that the move-
ment of stars and planets im-
pacts human lives, a 2017 Pew 
Research Center poll found. 

Americans spent $2.2 bil-
lion on “psychic services” in 
2018, data from market re-
search firm IBISWorld show.

As uS residents started to 

grapple with the new world 
of social distancing and  
political leaders sent contra-
dictory signals amid an un-
precedented, fast-changing 
situation, traffic to some as-
trology sites increased slight-
ly, said media analytics com-
pany Comscore Inc.

It said visits to Astro.com, 
Cafe Astrology and Astrology 
Zone were up in March, when 
America’s epidemic broke 
out, compared to February.

Lynch, 70, quickly picked 
up ten new clients after new 
York went into lockdown on 
March 22. 

“Some are out of work and 
want to know what to expect. 
Some of them want to start 
their own business. And a lot 
of people want to leave cities 

right now. 
“everybody is in a state of 

transition,” she said. 
Lynch – a practitioner of 

astrology for half a century 
– has clients from across the 
world, including Spain and 
Saudi Arabia.

‘Resurgence’
She charges $150 for a one-

hour reading on Zoom, Skype 
or WhatsApp, but prefers the 
old normal when she could 
sit with clients in person, 
both of them looking at her 
computer.

Lynch said: “In person is 
better because I can show the 
movements of the planets on 
the screen. They see that it’s 
mathematical and I’m not 
just making it up.”

Anne Ortelee, another 
prominent nYC astrologer, 
estimates that her billings 

have risen 25 per cent since 
the virus crisis erupted.

She says people are ask-
ing themselves whether they 
trust their political leaders.

“Are they leading you into 
something happy or are they 
trying to kill you by injecting 
yourself with Clorox?” Ortelee 
said, referring to President 
Donald Trump’s infamous 
suggestion that injecting  
disinfectant may help kill 
the virus.

She says stargazers knew 
a major disaster was coming 
this year because Pluto and 
Saturn came together in Cap-
ricorn in january.

The arrival of jupiter later 
in the year spells further  
volatility.

“All these planets meeting 
in the same part of the sky is 
very rare,” Ortelee said, be-
fore sounding an ominous 
warning. “There’s going to 
be a resurgence of the virus. 
It’s going to make everything 
we’ve had now look like kin-
dergarten.”

The 65-year-old says families 
would be wise to stock up on 
120 days of food, even though 
politicians consistently warn 
against panic buying.

She predicts it could be two 
years before a vaccine is found. 
With pharmaceutical compa-
nies working flat out, the uS 
government has said it is pos-
sible by the end of this year.

Psychic Derek Calibre fore-
sees a global recession “much 
deeper” than that of 2008, 
which major economists also 
predict.

But his tarot cards also offer 
wilder predictions.

He said: “now that everyone 
has had a taste of incarcera-
tion, I see prison reform, with 
more efforts toward rehabili-
tation programmes.

“The handshake will go for a 
number of years but come back 
later like a fashion trend.” AFP

The writing’s in the 
sky: Americans seek 
virus answers in stars 

US tarot card readers like Kyler are seeing an uptick in business as coronavirus anxiety grows. AFP

There’s going to be a resurgence 
of the virus. It’s going to make 

everything we’ve had now look 
like kindergarten



U
S aUto racing sanc-
tioning and operat-
ing company Na-
tional association 

for Stock Car auto Racing Inc 
(Nascar) on Wednesday said it 
was banning the display of the 
Confederate flag at its events 
following calls for its removal 
from the circuit’s racing venues.

the presence of the flag at 
its events “runs contrary to 
our commitment to providing 
a welcoming and inclusive en-
vironment” for fans and com-
petitors, it said in a statement.

“Bringing people together 
around a love for racing and 
the community that it cre-
ates is what makes our fans 
and sport special.

“the display of the confed-
erate flag will be prohibited 
from all Nascar events and 
properties,” it said.

the Confederate flag has 
been a common sight at Na-
scar circuits, particularly in the 
sport’s southern US heartland.

But mounting unease at the 
continued presence of a flag 
that for many remains a sym-
bol of slavery and racism has 
prompted officials to act.

Nascar’s decision follows 
weeks of nationwide protests 
in the US against racism and 
police brutality following the 
death of unarmed black man 
George Floyd during his ar-
rest by police in the city of 
Minneapolis on May 25.

trailblazing african-amer-
ican Nascar driver Darrell 
“Bubba” Wallace this week 
called for the Confederate flag 
to be removed from venues, 
after wearing a t-shirt with 
the words “I Can’t Breathe” on 
it during a race on Sunday.

Wallace said: “My next step 
would be to get rid of all Con-
federate flags.

“No one should feel un-
comfortable when they come 
to a Nascar race. So it starts 
with Confederate flags. Get 
them out of here. they have 
no place for them.”

the Confederate flag had 
once been wholeheartedly em-
braced by Nascar, with the se-
ries staging the now renamed 

“Rebel 400” every year near 
Confederate Memorial Day, 
when the dead from the de-
feated Confederate army in the 
US Civil War are remembered.

However the flag’s associa-
tion with white supremacists 
prompted Nascar chiefs to de-
scribe the flag as an “offensive 
and divisive” symbol following 
the murder of nine black peo-
ple inside a Charleston, South 
Carolina church in 2015.

But back then Nascar 
stopped short of banning 
the flag’s display altogether, 
however, instead setting up 
an exchange programme 
where race-goers could ex-
change their Confederate 
flags for US ones. AFP

16

Sport

THE PHNOM PENH POST  jUNe  12, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Nascar banning Confederate 
flag from all its racing events

Colombia capital bans killing, animal abuse in bullfights

NFL debates dropping 
football pre-season to 
two games per team  

CoLoMBIa’S capital Bogota, one 
of the oldest bullfighting cities in 
the americas, is set to outlaw the 
mistreatment and killing of the ani-
mals in a move aimed at eventually 
banning the events altogether.

the move ratchets up pressure 
on a spectacle long seen as part 
of the South american country’s 
cultural heritage, but one 
slammed as cruel by animal rights 
campaigners.

Bogota’s city council backed a 
draft law that would prohibit the 
use of implements that “lacerate, 
cut, maim, injure, burn or hurt 
animals in any form whatsoever, 
as well as putting a bull to death”, 
andrea Padilla, a Green alliance 
Party council member and the 
bill’s promoter, told reporters.

the move would also limit the 
bullfighting calendar to a maxi-

mum of three events per year in 
the Santamaria arena, which is 
run by the city hall.

While the power to ban bull-
fights remains solely with Colom-
bia’s legislature, the city council is 
hoping that removing the goriest 
part of the spectacle will lead to an 
eventual end to the blood sport.

Bogota’s leftist mayor Claudia 
Lopez, a member of the Green alli-
ance Party, said the measures would 
be promulgated in a few days.

She tweeted: “We want to 
respect all forms of life.”

juan Bernardo Caicedo, the 
president of the non-profit bull-
fighting organisation Corporacion 
taurina de Bogota, told reporters 
that the council’s move was illegal 
and “unconstitutional”.

He said his organisation would 
use the full power of the courts “to 

bring all the necessary remedies”.
Bullfights have been held in 

Bogota since 1931, except during 
a four-year halt imposed under a 
former leftist mayor, Gustavo 
Petro, in 2012.

In a 2018 ruling, Colombia’s 
Constitutional Court ruled that 
bullfighting was part of the coun-
try’s cultural traditions and 
exempted the spectacle from ani-
mal cruelty laws.

Colombia is one of only eight 
countries in the world where bull-
fights are still held, along with 
ecuador, France, Mexico, Peru, 
Portugal, Spain and Venezuela.

even in these countries, laws 
are increasingly putting restric-
tions on the spectacle.

In Colombia, bullfights are 
staged in Bogota, Medellin, Cali 
and Manizales. AFP

oFFICIaLS of professional 
american football league NFL 
are talking with the players union 
about reducing the number of 
2020 pre-season games, allowing 
players more time to for condi-
tioning and clubs more times to 
come together.

a report on the NFL Network 
said no decision is expected 
soon but multiple team execu-
tives said the most likely sce-
nario there would be only two 
pre-season warm-up games 
instead of the usual four.

Players would report to team 
training camps late next 
month, but likely would start 
with strength and condition-
ing work.

teams are all-but assured of 
missing out on all of the mini-
camp work they would usu-
ally have in the off-season 
because of shutdowns due to 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
and neither players nor own-
ers want an increase in pre-
season injuries as a result.

the report said the NFL 
Players association side was 
not interested in players 
reporting early, so a reduced 
pre-season might be the only 
way to ensure full preparations 

for the upcoming season, set 
to start on September 10 with 
Houston at Kansas City.

the first NFL pre-season 
game is scheduled for august 
6 between Dallas and Pitts-
burgh at the Football Hall of 
Fame in Canton, ohio, where 
enshrinement ceremonies are 
set two days later.

Reducing the pre-season could 
bring another week or two for 
NFL medical experts to prepare 
safety and testing protocols for 
the upcoming campaign.

the Hall of Fame, which reo-
pened on Wednesday after 
being shut for three months, 
has multiple plans for staging 
the ceremonies but for now the 
original schedule is in place.

Hall of Fame president Dav-
id Baker said: “We also have 
really five contingency plans 
that stretch from delaying it 
for a couple weeks to going all 
the way to next year.”

the game, which sold out in 
22 minutes when tickets went 
on sale in March, and induction 
could be delayed a couple of 
weeks if the pre-season is short-
ened or pushed into September. 
It also could be moved to next 
year or staged virtually. AFP

The ‘Rebel Flag’ has long been a staple of Nascar spectators and events, but that is about to end. GETTY IMAGES/AFP

The NFL and the players union are in talks to shrink the number of 
warm-up games to two. GETTY IMAGES/AFP

Spanish bullfighter Jose Garrido performs at La Santamaria stadium in Bogota, Colombia. AFP
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