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T
HE Preah Sihanouk 
Provincial Adminis-
tration has signed  
Memorandums of 

Understanding (MoUs) with 
16 Chinese cities and prov-
inces to promote investments 
in tourism, culture, educa-
tion and sports between the 
province and China.

The announcement was 
made by Preah Sihanouk 
provincial governor Kuoch 
Chamroeun at a Tuesday 
press conference at the 
Council of Ministers.

“This is a relationship that 
encourages investments in 
various sectors, which is good 
for both countries. We have 
been cooperating on many 
fronts. If they have any issues 

concerning the investments, 
we help address them. And if 
we have any issues, they do 
the same,” he said.

Thanks to this cooperation, 
Chamroeun said the province 
has had the opportunity to 
gain other benefits from Chi-
na, including aid for the King-
dom in its fight against Covid-
19. He said China has sent 
medical supplies and health 

professionals to help Cambo-
dia contain the pandemic.

He expressed high hopes 
that the MoUs will further 
promote tourism between 
the two countries.

“A lot of Chinese have visited 
Preah Sihanouk province and 
it has significantly enhanced 
Cambodia’s economy. But 

S’ville set to become 
next economic pole
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Fall armyworms wreak havoc
Long Kimmarita

THE General Department of 
Agriculture at the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries said 400ha of corn 
crops in Banteay Meanchey 
province has been half-de-
stroyed by a new type of inva-
sive insect in the area called 
the fall armyworm.

The fall armyworm is the 
larval life stage of a fall army-
worm moth.

According to a department 
report, agricultural officials 
intervened at the request of 
residents from June 3 to June 
6 and they were able to save 
the crops from further 
destruction.

The report said crops in 

O’Sralao, Tuol Pongro, Boe-
ung Beng and O’Sampoar 
communes in Malai district 
suffered the most damage. In 
O’Sampoar commune, 
between 80 and 90 per cent 
of the crops were destroyed 
in a 50ha area.

The department said: “Corn 
crops which suffered from 
this new kind of armyworm 

were still growing. According 
to the evaluation of the work-
ing group, more crops were 
destroyed in May than in 
June. June has had more rain, 
which makes fertilisers and 
pesticides more effective.”

Director of the provincial 
Department of Agriculture, 

ContInueD – page 5

N Korea 
terminates 
dialogues 
with South
NORTH Korea on Tuesday 
declared that all communica-
tion channels including the 
hotline between Cheong Wa 
Dae – the South’s presidential 
Blue House – and its leadership 
will be cut off at noon Tuesday.

In announcing the decision, the 
North’s state-run Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA) also report-
ed that all projects concerning 
South Korea will now become 
“projects against the enemy”.

The KCNA said: “From noon 
June 9, the communication line 
between the North and South’s 
governments maintained 
through the joint liaison office, 
the West Sea communication 
line between the militaries, 
North-South test communica-
tion line, the direct communi-
cation line between the office 
of the Central Committee of the 
Workers’ Party and Cheong Wa 
Dae will be completely shut 
down and terminated.”

It said the move was ordered 
by the North’s leader Kim Jong-
un and his right-hand man 
Kim Yong-chol at a meeting of 
departments concerned with 
South Korea held on Monday.

The move comes days after 
Kim Yo-jong’s warning that Seoul 
must prepare for severe conse-
quences including the inter-Ko-
rean military agreement signed 
on September 19, 2018, being 
scrapped if Seoul does not stop 
anti-North Korean leaflets being 
distributed in North Korea.

Kim Yo-jong is the sister of 
North Korean leader Kim Jong-
un and first vice department 
director of the Central Com-
mittee of the Workers’ Party.

Tuesdays’ KCNA report went 
on to reveal that Kim also 
reviewed measures that will be 
taken against the South at the 
meeting.

“The need to thoroughly 
change South-related projects 
into projects against the ene-
my was stressed, and plans 
were reviewed to accurately 
exact the price of the wrongs 
committed by the betrayers 
and the trash,” the report said, 
referring to the South.

The KCNA said Pyongyang has 
concluded that there is no more 
need to meet with the South, nor 
any issues the two sides need to 
discuss and that severing the 
communication channels is the 
“first step in removing unneces-
sary things”. THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

old habits die hard
Checks by the post around phnom penh showed that motorists and motorcyclists have returned to their old ways of disobeying traffic  
signals when the police are not in sight, contributing to chaotic traffic and endangering other road users. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM 



Long Kimmarita 

MORE than 40 officers from 
the Pailin Land Manage-
ment, Urban Planning and 
Construction Department 
were made to swear before 
the statue of Yeay Yat on 
Monday that they had not 
misplaced 21 land titles.

No one knows the location 
of the missing certificates in 
question.

Department deputy direc-
tor Suon Leaksmey told The 
Post on Tuesday that recent 
news about the loss of the 
land certificates belong-
ing to residents is not true. 

He said the lost certificates 
were unused or they were 
just new certificates.

“They are unused ones 
and did not belong to any 
citizen,” he said. 

That the certificates were 
lost without reason cast 
doubt on officials in the 
unit, he said, so the officials 
had to swear according to 
tradition.

The office director of Land 
Management, Urban Plan-
ning and Construction Phou 
Sangha told The Post that 21 
certificates could have been 

lost at the end of 2019. He 
said the department is in-
vestigating, but the certifi-
cates cannot be used.

“Whoever took those cer-
tificates will be punished by 
law for faking documents. It 
is illegal to use and officials 
know about this by the code 
in the certificates kept in 
our data,” he said.

Sangha said the loss of the 
certificates is in the investi-
gation stage and there is no 
fine or punishment meted 
out as yet.

Adhoc’s Battambang and 
Pailin provincial coordina-
tor Yin Mengly told The Post 

on Tuesday that the loss of 
certificates goes beyond 
swearing.

Carelessness does not end 
by only swearing but there 
must be a proper investiga-
tion. This is the carelessness 
of public servants. 

“Those who dared to 
take the documents will be 
charged under criminal law. 
We do not know whether the 
lost documents were taken 
to be used in a bad way. I be-
lieve that if there is no ben-
efit, no one would try to use 
it,” Mengley said.
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Mother and 
daughter ask 
for leniency 
after murder
Kim Sarom

T
HE Court of Appeal 
on Tuesday heard the 
case of a mother and 
daughter who were 

charged with murdering the 
latter’s husband in the capi-
tal’s Teuk Thla commune, in 
Sen Sok district last year.

The Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court had earlier convicted 
and sentenced the women to 
11 and 10 years respectively.

judge In Van Vibol presided 
over the appeal of Kong Thida, 
47, and her daughter Ngov 
Somary, 20. The victim was 
Somary’s husband Kim Yort, 29.

According to court records, 
before the incident on May 24, 
last year, the victim’s wife had 
a dispute with her husband 
over their marriage certificate.

She also asked for 10,000 riel 
($2.50) but he wouldn’t give it 
to her. They fought and Yort 
strangled his wife. At that 
point, the mother slashed the 
victim on the head with a 

cleaver and knocked him to 
the floor.

After slashing Yort, both 
mother and daughter tied 
Yort’s wrists and feet with elec-
trical wire and tape and car-
ried his body to a bed. They 
attempted to escape, but later 
confessed at the Teuk Thla 
police station and were arrest-
ed by police.

The verdict handed down by 
the Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court was released on Decem-
ber 23 the same year. Thida 
was sentenced to 11 years in 
prison. Her daughter received 
10 years.

Both were charged with 
murder under Article 199 of 
the Criminal Code and ordered 
to pay 200 million riel to the 
victim’s family.

Somary said at the hearing 
that the killing was not related 
to the marriage registration, 
but the main reason was that 
she could not get the 10,000 
riel from Yort.

“After [my mother] slashed 

him he said softly that he 
would kill us because he used 
to kill people in Vietnam. After 
I heard this, I was afraid that 
he would kill me so I stabbed 
him two more times in the 
chest,” Somary said.

Separately, Thida told the 
judge she slashed the victim 
because he was strangling her 
daughter. If she didn’t kill the 
victim, she told the judge, he 

would have killed both of them.
“Both of us pleaded guilty and 

asked the court to reduce the 
sentences for us,” they said.

Prosecutor Tan Senarong 
said he was sorry the sentenc-
es handed down by the lower 
court were not longer as they 
had killed someone.

“This murder is very bru-
tal so I will appeal against 
the verdict because both 

women deser ve l i fe sen-
tences,” he told the judge.

The lawyer for the victim’s 
family, who did not want to be 
named, said the parents of the 
victim are now staying in Kam-
puchea Krom, and that they 
are giving him the right to 
defend the case.

“I have nothing to say but 
ask the court to uphold the 
verdict of the Phnom Penh 

Municipal Court,” he said.
Separately, Mam Sidana, a 

defence lawyer for the two 
women, said his clients had 
confessed and asked the judge 
to reduce the sentence.

“As the defence lawyer for the 
convicted, I ask the court to 
reduce their sentences,” he said.

judge Vann Vibol said the 
verdict would be announced 
on june 15.

joint inspections in Kandal not 
needed, top border official says 
Soth Koemsoeun

THE chairman of the Cambo-
dian Border Affairs Commit-
tee Var Kimhong said on 
Tuesday that Vietnam does 
not need to ask Cambodian 
officials to join in border 
inspections of Vietnamese 
campsites because Cambodia 
had already diplomatically 
responded to the issue.

“We have our officials guard-
ing each of the coordinates 
already. If Vietnam wants to 
inspect and ask if their camp-
site locations are alright, they 
can. If the locations are unap-
proved, the tents should be 
removed.

“I don’t know why they want 
Cambodia to get involved. It 
is just a waste of time because 
we have already answered 
their questions through dip-
lomatic means,” he said.

Kimhong said the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and Interna-
tional Cooperation had already 
responded to Vietnamese que-
ries about the issue and they 
should not ask for anything 
else from Cambodia.

He suggested Kandal pro-
vincial authorities investigate 
the situation further to see if 
the Vietnamese officials had 
removed their tents.

Provincial governor Kong 
Sophorn said on Tuesday that 
he had not yet seen the official 
letter from Vietnam asking for 
Cambodian assistance, but he 
was alerted to it by the media.

Sophorn said the work must 
be decided by the Border 

Affairs Committee, the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation 
and the Ministry of Interior.

He said if any of these insti-
tutions offered directives, he 
would comply and cooperate 
with Vietnamese officials.

“If we talk about country-to-
country discussions, we have 
to ask for advice from the Bor-
der Affairs Committee, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation and 
the Ministry of Interior. Then I 
can take the executive order to 
work with Vietnam,” he said.

Government spokesman 
Phay Siphan said on Tuesday 
that the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs and International 
Cooperation had been using 
diplomacy with positive effects 
to resolve the border issue.

But Siphan said Vietnamese 
authorities had yet to agree to 
a resolution. “We are talking 
to the Vietnamese side to plan 
a diplomatic arrangement. 
We do not take this as a con-
flict between our nations as 
we try to handle it through 
discussions,” he said.

Vietnam’s ambassador to 
Cambodia Vu Quang Minh on 
Tuesday said that An Giang 
provincial authorities have 
submitted a letter to Cambo-
dian border police officials 
inviting Kandal provincial 

authorities to inspect the bor-
der and the campsites in 
question.

He said if provincial author-
ities are still not sure about the 
exact location of the tents, 
they should join An Giang pro-
vincial authorities to inspect 
the area together.

Minh said: “We have 
informed the Cambodian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
already and if the Kandal pro-
vincial authorities want to join 
the inspection, please inform 
the An Giang provincial 
authorities three days before 
the planned inspection. Cam-
bodia and Vietnam are close 
friends and neighbours.”

Cambodian and Vietnamese officials have yet to come to an agreement on the location of tents at the border. police

Officials deny stealing 
land certificates in 
Pailin, made to swear

After slashing Kim Yort, both mother and daughter tied his wrists and feet with electrical wire and tape and carried his body to a bed. kim sarom

Those who dared to 
take the documents 

will be charged under 
criminal law
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Soth Koemsoeun

SIeM Reap officials and the 
Cambodian Mine Action and 
Victim Assistance Authority 
(CMAA) announced that with 
the help of the Peaceland 
Organisation, Trapeang Thma 
Village in Khun Ream Com-
mune, Banteay Srei district, is 
now free of landmines.

More than 100 mines and 
uXO were destroyed over 10 
months. 

Banteay Srei district gover-
nor Khim Finan told The Post 
on Tuesday that the demining 
operation means residents 
who live in the area are safe. 

He said the village served as 
the first destination to deto-
nate mines and uXOs as the 

area was a former battlefield 
during the civil war.

“Because the location has a 
chronic war history, villagers 
have often spotted mines and 
requested help from the au-
thorities to remove them.

“More than 200 families 
have expressed concern 
about the problems of mines 
and they almost don’t dare 
grow rice on their land. From 
now on, these villagers have 
no more problem and can 
live as normal,” Finan said.

He said 40 mines and 67 
uXOs had been uncovered 
and destroyed in the village, 
and that the authorities plan 
to organise demining opera-
tions at other communes in 
the district early next year.

He requested residents to re-
port mines and uXO to the po-
lice so that the authorities may 
carry out operations before any 
danger befalls the villagers.  

CMAA deputy secretary-
general Chhiv Lim told The 
Post on Tuesday that the proj-
ect cost $180,000 and was 
donated by Peaceland. Mines 
have been removed from 
more than 60ha in the village.

“The project has benefited 
residents in the area in many 
ways and farming is also 
good. Clearing mines across 
the country will continue, 
but we stopped collabora-
tion with Peaceland for now 
due to Covid-19. We will start 
with them again in early 
2021,” he said.

Siem Reap mine-clearing 
missions accomplished

Police set to tackle 
disorderly parking
Khorn Savi

n
ATIOnAL Police 
deputy chief Sar 
Thet advised police 
forces in all districts 

to tow any vehicle parked ille-
gally. But a shortage of towing 
vehicles has crimped enforce-
ment measures.

Thet told The Post on Tuesday 
that authorities had not strictly 
enforced the law for vehicles 
that did not respect traffic laws 
because in some districts there 
are no towing vehicles to haul 
illegally parked ones.

“We need a lot of towing ve-
hicles. So far we have asked 

the city for seven, but we have 
not yet received them.

“We currently have a pick-
up truck each for the district 
centre in four major urban ar-
eas and at the headquarters of 
the traffic police office of four 
commissioners. This totals to 
eight vehicles,” he said. 

On Monday, Thet advised all 
district deputy police chiefs to 
pay more attention in leading 
forces to organise order on the 
roads. Vehicles that park in pro-
hibited areas must be hauled 
away by district police and the 
road traffic department.

Phnom Penh Municipal 
Hall spokesman Met Meas 

Pheakdey said he did not 
know about the request for 
more towing vehicles. He said 
some districts still do not have 
enough tools to work with, 
but authorities in these dis-
tricts do not ignore vehicles 
that affect public order.

“In regards to the munici-
pal administration, we always 
help to tackle the issues. We 
do not wait to have everything 
to process our work,” he said. 

Daun Penh district police 
chief Tieng Chansa said in his 
district, the authorities haul 
all types of vehicles parked 
illegally to the district police 
office before issuing fines.

“We do it to make vehicle 
owners respect order in so-
ciety and to protect against 
traffic accidents,” he said.

The Ministry of Public Works 
and Transport on Monday also 
clarified that it will start to fine 
all vehicles that have not been 
inspected before july 1.

Ministry spokesman Chuon 
Vorn could not be reached for 
comment but has previously 
said before traffic regulations 
were imposed on May 1, about 
60 per cent of the nearly one 
million vehicles registered 
with it had not been subject 
to technical inspection.

Vehicles that do not have 
technical inspections by july 
1 will be fined up to 2,000 riel 
($.50) per day.

Police prepare to tow away a car for disorderly parking in Phnom 
Penh’s Sen Sok district last month. police

More than 100 mines and UXO were destroyed in over 10 months. Banteay Srey diStrict adminiStration



Ry Sochan

THE Apsara National Author-
ity (ANA) board of trustees 
has approved the budget for a 
project scheduled to start next 
year to repair roads in Siem 
Reap province and conserve 
the temples located in the 
Angkor Archaeological Park.

The budget was approved 
on Tuesday at a board meet-
ing during the fifth mandate 
led by Minister of Culture and 
Fine Arts and director of the 
ANA board of trustees Phoe-
urng Sackona.

ANA spokesman Long Ko-
sal confirmed the budget 
approval on Tuesday but did 
not reveal its size although he 
said it was entirely funded by 
the state.

He said at the meeting, the 
board advised the ANA to 
form a joint committee with 
the provincial hall admin-
istration to examine illegal 
construction projects.

An ANA Facebook post 
on Tuesday said the board 
also discussed the results of 
planned initiatives from its 

fourth meeting of the fourth 
mandate and examined an 
approved sub-decree on the 
organisation and function of 
the ANA.

The ANA reported that last 
month, a working group of 
ANA officials visited 112 vil-
lages around the Angkor area 
to coordinate with residents 
who had requested house re-
pairs or permission to build 
small structures. 

The working group had al-
lowed 471 families to build 
constructions in the area, 
according to ANA’s Facebook 
page.

On June 2, Sackona led a 
meeting of the board of trust-
ees of the Preah Vihear Na-
tional Authority during the 
first mandate.

Topics of the meeting in-
cluded reviewing work re-
sults, a financial report for 
the first quarter of this year, 
a budget proposal for 2021, 
and a sub-decree draft on the 
function and structure of the 
organisation said a June 3 Fa-
cebook post by the Ministry 
of Culture and Fine Arts.
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Continued from page 1

so far only small numbers of 
Preah Sihanouk residents have 
visited China,” he said.

The number of Chinese 
visiting Preah Sihanouk has 
dropped due to Covid-19 and 
a ban on online gambling that 
took effect in January. There are 
about 15,000 of them currently 
in coastal provinces compared 
to two million just a year ago.

Government spokesman Phay 
Siphan said Preah Sihanouk is a 
multi-purpose coastal province 
that the government believes 
has the potential to become a 
multi-purpose economic zone.

He said it is the third main 
economic pole after Phnom 
Penh and Siem Reap.

“On Sihanoukvill, Deputy 

Prime Minister Hor Namhong 
led an internal meeting of the 
Cambodia-China Inter-govern-
mental Coordinating Commit-
tee, which demonstrated strate-
gic partnership between the two 
countries in all sectors,” he said.

Since 1994, Chamroeun said 
the province attracted nearly $4 
billion in investments. He said 
as of May, 20 companies have 
developed 11,637ha of beaches 
and islands, with total capital 
investments of $3.9 billion.

He said the government is 
striving to turn the province 
into a smart city and has built 
more than 30 roads there to 
attract tourists and investors.

“We are open to investments 
and want to draw more foreign 

investors and tourists. China 
is the world’s second-largest 
economy and one of the most 
powerful, populous countries.

“It’s also the wealthiest in 
Asia and every country wants 
to attract its investments. But 
we target not only China for 
investments. Our goal is to at-
tract other wealthy countries 
to invest as well,” he said.

He said so far, 60 companies 
have planned to invest a total 
of $10.74 billion in tourism 
and hotels.

During a visit to inspect 
infrastructure development 
in the province earlier this 
month, Prime Minister Hun 
Sen said the government has 
spent $300 million to build 34 
roads and is further develop-
ing the province as a model of 

sustainable development for 
the Kingdom’s coastal areas 
and special economic zones.

“The road and infrastructure 
development in Preah Siha-
nouk is a strategy that makes the 
province a multi-purpose mod-
el. This is a civilised commercial 
city and it can be the first smart 
city in Cambodia,” he said.

Provincial tourism depart-
ment director Taing Sochet 
Kresna told The Post on Tues-
day that the tourism sector 
has generated more than 
10,000 jobs this year.

“The provincial authorities 
are developing Preah Sihanouk 
into a multi-polar economy 
and are now developing vari-
ous tourist sites,” he said.

Officials view Preah 
Sihanouk as major 
new economic zone

Tourism business licence 
fees waived by the ministry
Niem Chheng

T
HE Ministry of Tour-
ism has notified indus-
try associations and 
individual businesses 

that it is waiving fees to renew 
all types of tourist licences that 
are valid for next year.

The move is intended to fur-
ther help the tourism sector, 
which has been gravely affect-
ed by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Minister of Tourism Thong 
Khon said on Monday that, 
“[The ministry] waives all 
types of fees to renew all 
types of tourist licences that 
are valid for 2021.”

He said businesses are still 
obliged to apply to renew tour-
ism licences from the ministry or 
other administrations according 
to the size of the business.

The ministry confirmed that 
the fee waiver is only for the 
2021 licences and businesses 
that apply for new ones for 
2021 still have to pay the fees. 

The ministry said tourism 
businesses with expired li-
cences have to pay fines. But 
their renewal fees for 2021 
would be waived from Janu-
ary 1 to December 31, 2021.

Ministry spokesman Top 
Sopheak said on Tuesday that 
the tourism licence renewal 
fees are estimated to be worth 
$1 million.

The list includes 10 types of 
tourism services, including re-
sorts and accommodation such 
as hotels and guesthouses, res-
taurants and canteens, enter-
tainment venues and KTV.

However, the ministry has 
only managed major tourist 
services such as guesthouses 
and hotels ranging from 21 
rooms and above. Smaller ser-
vices have been transferred to 

sub-national administrations.
Sopheak said most tour-

ist service providers have li-
cences that are valid for only 
one year, but some have li-
cences that are valid for two 
years. Whether businesses 
have licences for one or two 
years, those which have their 
licences renewed for 2021 will 
receive the fee waiver.

“They still must have their 
paperwork processed as usual 
and sent to the minister to ap-
ply for licence renewal, but they 
just don’t have to pay the fees. 
We already transferred most of 
the licences to the capital and 
provincial levels,” he said.

Cambodian Tourist Fed-
eration (CTF) president Luu 
Meng said on Tuesday that 
the waiving the fees was good 
for the sector which is en-

countering difficulties.
He said there are nine asso-

ciations within the CTF, and 
each is made up of 500 mem-
bers for each type of tour-
ism business. Each business 
could pay between 250,000 
riel and three million riel ($61 
and $728).

Cambodia Association of 
Travel Agents (Cata) presi-
dent Chhay Sivlin said waiv-
ing the fees helps reduce the 
burden on business people in 
the tourism sector when to-
day they have no income. 

“They want to continue 
the businesses and hope that 
there is some improvement 
which will help them. Hope-
fully, this pandemic will abate 
soon. If the situation contin-
ues many might close their 
businesses,” she said.

Sivlin applauded the move 
from the government, say-
ing if the situation was like 
before, a two million riel pay-
ment a year is not much. But 
given the situation, the sum is 
a large contribution for them.

She requested that the gov-
ernment does what it takes to 
retain experts in the tourism 
sector because many compa-
nies and enterprises maybe 
not retain people with tour-
ism knowledge during this 
challenging situation.

“Tourism experts could 
change careers. When the 
situation returns to normal 
we could face a shortage of 
human resources in the sec-
tor. So, retaining all tourism 
experts prepares us to serve 
customers when the situation 
improves,” she said.

Official visits encourage vigilance 
Khorn Savi

MINISTRY of Health officials 
led by spokeswoman Or Vand-
ine and WHO representative to 
Cambodia Dr Li Ailan are visit-
ing three provinces in north-
eastern Cambodia to encour-
age officials there to raise their 
commitment to preventing a 
second wave of Covid-19.

Vandine told The Post on 
Tuesday that the visits to Mon-
dulkiri, Ratanakkiri and Kratie 
provinces, known for their 
tourism potential, started on 
June 8 and ends on June 12.

She said the visits were 
planned to encourage sub-
national officials to be well 
prepared for any potential 
cases of Covid-19 in their prov-
inces, although none have 
been reported as yet. 

“We are travelling there to 
fight against Covid-19 and pre-
vent the second wave of this 
disease, as these provinces are 
tourist destinations. We are 
also working to eradicate 
malaria,” she said.

Vandine and Ailan visited 
Mondulkiri on Monday and 
met with the director of the 
Mondulkiri provincial health 

department.
They then met with provin-

cial governor Svay Sam Eang 
on Tuesday before travelling to 
Ratanakkiri.

Vandine said people are 
starting to visit tourist sites 
and forgetting to safeguard 
themselves and others against 
Covid-19.

She said guesthouses and 
hotels in Mondulkiri are start-
ing to fill up, which is why she 
insisted that officials in the 
province be ready if a Covid-19 

case was to appear.
Vandine said the Mondulki-

ri visit was attended by offi-
cials from the Department of 
Hospital Services, the Com-
municable Disease Control 
Department, the National 
Centre for Health Promotion 
and the ministry’s Department 
of International Cooperation 
to assist with the review of pre-
vention techniques.

“The sooner a case is detected, 
the sooner we can treat it and 
prevent transmission from one 

person to another,” she said.
Vandine said the team vis-

ited referral hospitals and 
health centres. They also vis-
ited village officials and volun-
teers to coach them on how to 
properly disseminate preven-
tion information.

Mondulkiri provincial Depart-
ment of Health director Bun 
Sour told The Post on Tuesday 
that the provincial Committee 
for Combating Covid-19 is per-
forming its duties regularly.

The committee has visited 
hotels, guesthouses and res-
taurants to educate people and 
install alcohol hand-washing 
stations and thermometers. It 
has also reached out to indig-
enous communities.

He said the province set up 
two checkpoints – one at the 
border with Kratie and anoth-
er at the border with Ratanak-
kiri – to check travellers’ health 
and disinfect the tires on vehi-
cles entering the province.

“The work has been carried 
out by local authorities in the 
villages and communes in col-
laboration with the Red Cross 
and youth groups. We have been 
doing this work since Covid-19 
first appeared,” he said.

Tourism in Cambodia has been gravely devastated by the Covid-19 pandemic. hong menea

ANA pledges budget 
to conserve temples

This is a civilised  
commercial city and it 
can be the first smart 

city in cambodia 

Health ministry’s Or Vandine (right) and WHO’s Dr Li Ailan. supplied
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ENVIRONMENTAL watchdog 
ACNCIPO head Chea Hean on 
Tuesday requested the Kam-
pong Speu provincial Depart-
ment of Environment to mark 
the boundary of the Phnom 
Aural Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Trapaing Chor and Tasal com-
munes in Oral district to pre-
vent land grabs.

He said he made the request-
ed after observing that hun-
dreds of hectares of land there 
had been encroached on.

Hean sent a letter to depart-
ment director Em Sokhun on 
Monday to assign environ-
ment officials to collaborate 
with sanctuary director Hul 
Mara and his organisation to 
mark the boundary.

This, he said will stop forest 
land clearing in Sre Kin and Po 
Meas villages in Trapaing Chor 
commune, and in Doung vil-
lage in Tasal commune. He 
also wants grabbed land to be 
returned as state property.

The letter said brokers had 
prompted residents to grab 
forest land in the Phnom 
Aural Wildlife Sanctuary, by 
clearing the forest and illegal-
ly occupying the state land.

The letter read that having 
inspected the area, ACNCIPO 
notes that the Phnom Aural 
Wildlife Sanctuary is protect-
ed by a royal decree.

Hean told The Post on Tuesday 
that 63ha of forest land in the 
communes was put up for sale 

and hundreds of hectares are be-
ing cleared and encroached on.

The land belongs to the 
Phnom Aural Wildlife Sanctu-
ary but opportunistic traders 
and residents had come to il-
legally clear the land for pri-
vate ownership.

“I will collaborate with ex-
perts of the Kampong Speu 
provincial Department of En-
vironment and Mara to mark 
the boundary if irregularities 
are discovered.

“I urge the revocation of land 
as state property. The location 
where they cleared already, I will 
build a case file to be referred to 
the courts,” Hean said.

He said the provincial de-
partment director should in-
spect the area and decide to 

assign experts to collaborate 
with the Phnom Aural Wild-
life Sanctuary head and the 
organisation to stop forest 
land from being cleared.

Mara said on Tuesday that 
he had already received the 
request from Hean because 
Sokhun allowed him to col-
laborate with the organisa-
tion and Oral district officials 
to stop the activity and mea-
sure the land in the area.

“The department director 
agreed to allow me some experts 
to go down this weekend to stop 
this forest land being cleared.

“I don’t know yet about the 
exact size of the land that was 
seized. It is to be measured 
first and then [we] will know 
for sure,” he said.

Ry Sochan

M
INISTRY of Envi-
ronment secre-
tary of state and 
spokesman Neth 

Pheaktra led a group of journal-
ists, government officials, NGO 
and non-profit organisation 
employees to visit the Kulen 
Promtep and Chheb wildlife 
sanctuaries in Preah Vihear 
province on Tuesday.

The objective was to inspect a 
conservation project geared 
towards saving wild animals and 
promoting livelihoods.

The more than 20 journalists 
from 13 institutions and offi-
cials from the Wildlife Conser-
vation Society (WCS) and the 
USAID Greening Prey Lang 
Project (USAID GLP) will visit 
a Bengal Florican Conserva-
tion Area located in Kampong 
Thom and Siem Reap prov-
inces on Wednesday.

Pheaktra said: “The visit is to 
learn about and inspect the 
progress of the project, which 
aims to save wild animals. We 
will take a census of vultures 
on June 10 and visit the Bengal 
Florican Conservation Area 
north of Tonle Sap lake in 
Kampong Thom and Siem 
Reap provinces.”

He said the project focused 
on the conservation of the 
giant ibis, an endangered 
bird. Methods of conserva-
tion include offering locals 
alternatives such as farming 
organic rice instead of cut-
ting down forests and hunt-

ing animals for income.
In a joint press release pub-

lished by USAID, WCS, and the 
ministry on Tuesday, Veena 
Reddy, the USAID/Cambodia 
mission director, said:  “We are 
pleased to continue our sup-
port, especially during the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

“We will help to create jobs, 
improve livelihoods, and 

conserve Cambodia’s natural 
and cultural heritage in and 
around Cambodia’s protected 
areas by supporting organic 
and wildlife-friendly rice pro-
duction and community-
based ecotourism.”

During the visit, the delega-
tion will participate in a signing 
ceremony of a grant extension 
provided by USAID GPL to San-

som Mlup Prey (SMP), a local 
sustainable agriculture organi-
sation which promotes wildlife-
friendly agriculture in commu-
nities living in and around 
Cambodia’s protected areas.

The country programme 
director for WCS Cambodia 
Ken Sereyrotha told The Post 
on Tuesday that the visit was a 
special opportunity to see 

firsthand the effects of the 
conservation project.

The USAID GPL project is a 
five-year programme that pro-
motes resilient, low-emission 
development and inclusive 
sustainable management in 
the Prey Lang Extended Land-
scape through a focus on com-
munities, conservation, and 
improved governance.

‘The worms 
came from 
outside and 
have spread’
Continued from page 1

Forestry and Fisheries Pang 
Vannaseth told The Post on 
Tuesday that upon interven-
tion from the technical team, 
some corn crops were rescued 
and other farms in the province 
have not yet been affected by 
the armyworms.

He said: “This armyworm also 
destroyed farms last year. They 
came from outside the country 
and have spread all over Asia. It 
occurred in Laos, now it has 
spread to Cambodia.”

The department said the 
technical team also recom-
mended that farmers attempt 
to catch the moths with traps, 
clear tall grass within and out-
side the farm, and plough land 
around their farms to elimi-
nate shelters for the moths.

It also recommended the use 
of pesticides to eradicate the 
armyworms and said farmers 
should use certain pesticides 
up to seven weeks after a corn 
crop is planted.

From the seventh week, 
farmers should stop using 
pesticides and monitor their 
crops for the invasive insects, 
it said.
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Group urges demarcation 
of K Speu’s Oral sanctuary

The objective of the visit is to inspect a conservation project geared towards saving wild animals and promoting livelihoods. Heng CHivoan

Wildlife conservation strengthened

The watchdog alleged that brokers had prompted residents to grab  
forest land in the Phnom Aural Wildlife Sanctuary. faCebook
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Border upgrade 
to boost trade 
with Thailand

The government will upgrade the 
Thma Da checkpoint in Pursat 
province into an international  

border to facilitate cross border trade 
with Thailand, a move expected to 
achieve $15 billion in trade between the 
two ASeAN neighbours.

According to a letter from the Office 
of the Council of Ministers submitted 
to the ministries of Interior; National 
Defence; and Foreign Affairs and Inter-
national Cooperation, the move comes 
as a response to a recommendation by 
Prime Minister hun Sen.

he made the recommendation during 
the inauguration of National Road 55  
in March. 

Opening the gate could help the 
countries attain their goal of reaching 
$15 billion in trade by the end of the year, 
he said. Bilateral trade between the two 
countries was worth $9 billion last year – 
up 7.14 per cent from 2018’s $8.4 billion.

“Trade with Thailand is growing rap-
idly. By opening the international border 
gate, we could boost trade and also help 
the tourism sector. It would be beneficial 
for both nations,” said hun Sen.

The checkpoint is located in Veal Veng 
district’s Thma Da commune and borders 
Thailand’s Chamrak sub-district in Trat 
province. Once part of the Angkor empire, 
the province is known in Khmer as Trach.

Pursat provincial governor Mao 
Thornin said the restoration of National 
Road 10, which is a key road for the 
trade, is 26.53 per cent complete and 
will be finished in December 2023.  

Cambodia mainly exports agricultural 
products to Thailand, including rice, 
corn, soybeans, cassava, cashew nuts 
and mangoes while it imports petro-
leum, cooking oil, machinery, electronic 
equipment, construction materials, 
cosmetics and home appliances from 
Thailand. May KunMaKara
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Cambodia-China FTA within reach
Thou Vireak

T
He Cambodia-China Inter-
governmental Coordina-
tion Committee will meet 
on june 16 to discuss the 

free trade agreement (FTA) between 
the two countries and generate 
ideas about how to restore the Cam-
bodian economy once the Covid-19 
pandemic has abated.

Deputy Prime Minister Hor nam-
hong announced the new agenda 
at an internal meeting on Monday 
with the committee at the Office of 
the Council of Ministers.

He said the june 16 meeting will 
be attended by Cambodian mem-
bers of the committee through 
video conference. The Chinese 
committee will be led by State 
Councillor and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Wang Yi.

namhong said: “The meeting 
will discuss the past and future 
of Cambodia-China cooperation 
and how we will work together to 
restore Cambodia’s economy post-
Covid-19.”

The Cambodia-China FTA is ex-
pected to be finalised this month.

Minister of Commerce Pan Sora-
sak led a working group meeting in 
mid-May to prepare policies and 
strategies to negotiate the FTA.

He said bilateral agreements with 
partner countries are central to the 
ministry’s efforts to improve com-
petitiveness and trade diversifica-
tion and noted that FTAs are nec-
essary to integrate the country into 
the regional and global economy.

“These deals are aimed at broad-
ening and opening up access to 
markets for a wide range of exports,” 
said Sorasak.

Ministry spokesman Seang Thay 
told The Post on Tuesday that the in-

ter-ministerial committee in charge 
of negotiations is working on finish-
ing the FTA and that there will be an 
update after the june 16 meeting.

Royal Academy of Cambodia eco-
nomics researcher Hong Vanak said: 
“I think this debate will boost Cam-
bodia’s economic growth if we can 
finalise this free trade agreement.”

Although Cambodia is a develop-
ing country, he said, it is capable 

of exporting agricultural products 
to the Chinese market, including 
milled rice, mangoes, pepper, rub-
ber and cashew nuts.

Vanak said: “China sees Cambo-
dia as a goods storage facility with 
exporting potential to ASeAn mem-
bers. We have to select the essential 
products for the country’s needs.”

Cambodia’s total import and ex-
port volume was valued at $36.7 bil-

lion last year, data from the national 
Bank of Cambodia show.

exports amounted to $14.53 bil-
lion and imports $22.19 billion, a 
year-on-year increase of 12.7 per 
cent and 18.6 per cent, respectively.

However, the Kingdom’s trade 
deficit with the rest of the world 
continued to widen last year, when 
it hit $7.66 billion, a 31.6 per cent in-
crease compared to 2018.

The June 16 meeting will be attended by Cambodian members of the committee through video conference. The Chinese committee 
will be led by State Councillor and Minister of Foreign Affairs Wang Yi (far left). HOnG MEnEa

Pandemic drives ‘broadest economic collapse in 150 years’
THe coronavirus pandemic inflicted 
a “swift and massive shock” that has 
caused the broadest collapse of the 
global economy since 1870 despite 
unprecedented government support, 
the World Bank said on Monday.

The world economy is expected to 
contract by 5.2 per cent this year – the 
worst recession in 80 years – but the 
sheer number of countries suffering 
economic losses means the scale of 
the downturn is worse than any 
recession in 150 years, the World 
Bank said in its latest Global eco-
nomic Prospects report.

“This is a deeply sobering outlook, 
with the crisis likely to leave long-last-
ing scars and pose major global chal-
lenges,” said World Bank Group equi-
table Growth, Finance and Institutions 
vice-president Ceyla Pazarbasioglu.

The depth of the crisis will drive 70 
to 100 million people into extreme pov-
erty – worse than the prior estimate of 
60 million, she told reporters.

And while the Washington-based 
development lender projects a 
rebound for next year, there is a risk 
a second wave of outbreaks could 
undermine the recovery and turn the 
economic crisis into a financial one 

that will see a “wave of defaults”.
economists have been struggling 

to measure the impact of the crisis 
they have likened to a global natural 
disaster, but the sheer size of the 
impact across so many sectors and 
countries has made that difficult.

under the worst-case scenario, the 
global recession could mean a contrac-
tion of eight per cent, said the report.

But Pazarbasioglu cautioned: “Given 
this uncertainty, further downgrades 
to the outlook are very likely.”

Meanwhile, a group of uS econo-
mists, who are the arbiters of when a 
recession starts and ends, on Monday 
said the uS entered a downturn in 
February, ending 128 months of 
uninterrupted growth, the longest 
streak in history.

Recessions typically are defined by 
several months of declining econom-
ic activity.

But the Business Cycle Dating 
Committee of the national Bureau of 
economic Research (nBeR), a non-
profit, non-partisan research organ-
isation, called the current situation 
in the world’s largest economy 
“unprecedented” due to the severity 
of the drop in employment and pro-

duction, even if it might turn out to 
be shorter than other recessions.

China still growing, barely
China is nearly alone in seeing 

modest growth this year. However the 
World Bank warned the depth of the 
slowdown in the world’s second-
largest economy will hinder recovery 

prospects in developing nations, 
especially commodity exporters.

While China will see gross domestic 
product (GDP) rise just one per cent, 
the World Bank said, the rest of the fore-
casts are grim – uS -6.1 per cent, euro-
zone -9.1 per cent, japan -6.1 per cent, 
Brazil minus eight per cent, Mexico -7.5 
per cent and India -3.2 per cent.

And things could get worse, mean-
ing the forecasts will be revised even 
lower, the bank warned.

Though dramatic, the current fore-
cast falls short of the Great Depression, 
which saw a global contraction of 14.5 
per cent from 1930 to 1932, while the 
post-war downturn in 1945-1946 was 
13.8 per cent, said the World Bank.

But because of the pandemic there 
remain some “exceptionally high” risks 
to the outlook, particularly if the disease 
lingers and authorities have to reimpose 
restrictions – which could make the 
downturn as bad as eight per cent.

The report cautioned: “Disruptions 
to activity would weaken businesses’ 
ability to remain in operation and 
service their debt.”

That, in turn, could raise interest 
rates for higher-risk borrowers. “With 
debt levels already at historic highs, 
this could lead to cascading defaults 
and financial crises across many 
economies,” it said.

But even if the 4.2 per cent global 
recovery projected for 2021 materi-
alises, “in many countries, deep 
recessions triggered by Covid-19 will 
likely weigh on potential output for 
years to come”. aFP

The depth of the crisis will drive 70 to 100 million people into extreme poverty – worse 
than the World Bank’s prior estimate of 60 million. aFP
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Mangoes officially cleared for export to China
Hin Pisei 

C
AMBODIA reached 
an official agree-
ment with China on 
Tuesday to export 

fresh mangoes in a mile-
stone decision which will 
open a giant new market for 
local producers.

The Chinese government of-
ficially approved the export of 
500,000 tonnes of Cambodian 
fresh mangoes per year to the 
country, where total demand 
for mangoes stands at about 
eight million tonnes per year, 
said the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Forestry and Fisheries.

The agreement titled Re-
quirements for Phytosanitary 
for the export of fresh man-
goes from Cambodia to China 
was signed by Minister Veng 
Sakhon and Chinese Ambas-
sador to Cambodia Wang 
Wentian on Tuesday at the 
ministry.

Sakhon said the agreement 
will provide Cambodia’s ag-
ricultural producers with a 
good opportunity to capital-
ise on a new market.

Fresh mangoes are the sec-
ond fruit to be officially per-
mitted for export to China 
after yellow bananas were ap-
proved last year, he said.

“This is a very useful 
achievement for Cambodia 
and it is in line with the gov-
ernment’s policy for the de-
velopment of Cambodian in-
dustry from 2015-2025.

“One of the main goals 
of the policy is to boost the 
export of agricultural pro-
cessed goods by 12 per cent 
of total export volume by 

2025,” said Sakhon.
He also encouraged both 

local and Chinese investors to 
cooperate in the expansion of 
mango cultivation areas and 
improvement of techniques 
for sterilising crops and ex-
terminating pests.

Wang said China is aware 
that the Kingdom is a high-
potential provider of agricul-
tural products.

The two countries’ strong 
cooperative efforts have led 

to more Cambodian agri-
cultural products to be con-
sidered for export to Chi-
nese market, he said. Milled 
rice exports saw significant 
growth earlier this year.

“I expect that in the near fu-
ture more Cambodian prod-
ucts will be officially exported 
to China … I hope that as re-
lations improve, the export of 
Cambodian products to Chi-
na will further increase after 
Covid-19 tapers off.”

A total of 39,398ha were 
harvested last year, out of 
the 125,319ha available for 
the cultivation of mangoes in 
the Kingdom, ministry data 
show. normally, 1ha of land 
can produce about 30 tonnes 
of mango per year.

ngin Chhay, the director-
general of the ministry’s Gen-
eral Department of Agricul-
ture said although China has 
officially allowed Cambodia 
to export fresh mangoes to the 

country, it will take time for a 
consistent market to develop.

He said only good-quality 
properly-packaged fresh 
mangoes which adhere to 
China’s standards would be 
accepted for export.

The South Korean-owned 
Hyundai Mao Legacy Co Ltd 
factory is the only plant in 
Cambodia which can effective-
ly prepare mangoes for export 
to China’s standards, he said.

The factory is based in Treng 

Trayoeng commune’s Peam 
Tung village in Kampong Speu 
province’s Phnom Sruoch dis-
trict. It uses steam treatments 
to sterilise crops and extermi-
nate pests and can produce 
about 15 tonnes of export-
ready mangoes per day.  

Chhay said the success of 
Cambodian mango exports 
to China will depend on the 
private sector’s willingness 
to invest in vapour heat and 
hot water treatments to ster-
ilise the fruit.

The installation of a hot-
water treatment station can 
take two to three months, 
while vapour-heat treatment 
installations take between 
five and six, he said.

As of Friday, 20 companies 
and plantation owners have 
submitted applications for 
mango orchards and packag-
ing locations to participate in 
the new wave of fresh mango 
exports to China, department 
data show. The total land area 
listed in the applications cov-
ers 21,286ha.

In january, Cambodia and 
South Korea signed an agree-
ment to allow Cambodia to ex-
port mangoes directly through 
Hyundai Mao Legacy.

The Kingdom exported 
44,099 tonnes of fresh man-
goes during the first five 
months of this year, an in-
crease of around 14,885 
tonnes or 50.96 per cent com-
pared to the same period last 
year, ministry data show.

Last year, it exported 58,162 
tonnes of fresh mangoes to 
six markets – Thailand, Viet-
nam, Singapore, France, Rus-
sia and Hong Kong.

The agreement was signed by Chinese ambassador to Cambodia Wang Wentian (left) and agriculture minister Veng Sakhon on Tuesday. HONG MENEA

Philippine’s war chest against Covid-19 tops $20 billion
THe Philippines’ war chest against 
Covid-19 breached the one trillion 
peso ($20 billion) level as of this month, 
the latest data compiled by econo-
mists at the Manila-based Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB) showed, auguring 
well to a gradual easing of one of the 
most restrictive lockdowns in the 
region that resulted in a recession and 
displaced millions of workers.

The ADB Covid-19 policy database 
compiled by the multilateral lender’s 
economic research and regional 
cooperation department showed the 
country’s Covid-19 package stood at 
$20.078 billion as of june 1, up from 
$19.8 billion in mid-May and $16.5 
billion in April.

The authors of the ADB database led 
by adviser jesus Felipe said they 
included the sum of the measures that 
provided liquidity, encouraged credit 
creation by the financial sector, and 
directly funded households, busi-
nesses and/or state, local, regional 
governments amid the pandemic.

To date, actions to support normal 
functioning of money markets in the 
Philippines included non-lending 
actions by the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas (BSP), the central bank, 
such as the cut in bank reserves, 
among other measures amounting to 
220 billion pesos.

Loan guarantees being extended to 
badly hit small businesses amounted 
to 120 billion pesos, while long-term 
direct lending to businesses, house-
holds and local governments contrib-
uted 14 billion pesos.

Also part of the Philippines’ econom-
ic war chest against Covid-19 were 58.6 
billion pesos in direct financial support 

to the healthcare sector and front-
liners, on top of 464.4 billion pesos in 
non-health dole outs to vulnerable sec-
tors such as poor households, dis-
placed Filipino workers domestically 
and internationally, rice farmers, tax-
payers, tourism industry players, and 
micro, small and medium-sized enter-
prises (MSMes), among others.

To avoid double-counting, the sum 
of key economic measures against the 
Covid-19 pandemic did not include the 
300 billion peso bond repurchase 

agreement between the BSP and the 
Bureau of the Treasury, the BSP’s remit-
tance of 20 billion pesos in dividends, 
the central banks’ 62 billion peso 
expanded purchase of government 
securities, as well as the 182.2 billion 
pesos in loans and grants secured from 
multilateral lenders such as the ADB, 
the Asian Infrastructure Investment 
Bank (AIIB), the World Bank, as well as 
the uS Agency for International Devel-
opment (uSAID) to date.

The ADB database also took note of 

other uncategorised economic meas-
ures, such as the 173 billion peso stimu-
lus package called Philippine Program 
for Recovery with equity and Solidarity 
(PH-Progreso) being pitched by the eco-
nomic team to Congress; financial 
assistance from the state-run Philippine 
Amusement and Gaming Corp (Pagcor) 
and the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes 
Office (PCSO) to buy medical equip-
ment and supplies; banks’ suspension 
of charges and fees imposed on online 
banking platforms during the regula-

tory relief period; and the temporary 10 
per cent hike in import duties slapped 
on some oil products.

Meanwhile, non-economic measures 
in the fight against Covid-19 included 
the government placing Luzon under 
lockdown since mid-March, suspen-
sion of flights from “high-risk” econo-
mies, school closures and restrictions 
on mass gathering during quarantine, 
noted the database.

The Philippines’ measures to fight 
Covid-19 were equivalent to 5.46 per 
cent of gross domestic product (GDP).

If divided among the population, 
the package per capita was $188.26 
for every Filipino.

The sum of the Philippines govern-
ment’s Covid-19 policies was the 
sixth largest in Southeast Asia, after 
Thailand’s $84.1 billion, Malaysia’s 
$64.2 billion, Indonesia’s $59 billion, 
Singapore’s $55.4 billion and Viet-
nam’s $26.4 billion, while exceeding 
Cambodia’s $2.1 billion, Brunei’s 
$318 million, east Timor’s $254 mil-
lion, Myanmar’s $99 million and 
Laos’ $10 million.

Felipe told Philippine Daily Inquirer 
on Sunday that “simply assuming 
that a bigger package is better, is 
incorrect.

“It is a question of understanding 
the needs of the country and address-
ing them appropriately,” he said.

While it was still difficult to say 
whether or not the Covid-19 response 
to date had been effectively address-
ing the health and socioeconomic 
crises caused by the pandemic, Felipe 
noted that “the package of the Philip-
pines is increasing”. PHILIPPINE DAILY 

INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Also part of the Philippines’ economic war chest against Covid-19 were 58.6 billion pesos in direct financial support to the healthcare 
sector and front-liners. HONG MENEA
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More opportunity for Vn wind sector
e

xperts forecast that 
Vietnam’s wind power 
sector would further 
grow in line with the 

Government’s stronger regu-
latory support announced 
recently and rising investor 
interest, which has strength-
ened the project pipeline.

experts from the London-
based credit intelligence pro-
vider Fitch solutions Inc said 
the government has proposed 
several policies in recent 
months to boost the develop-
ment of the wind sector, in par-
ticular offshore wind, which 
bodes well for the industry. 

“We note that Vietnam con-
tains one of the highest po-
tentials for wind power in the 
region, as it is endowed with 
high wind speeds particularly 
in the offshore or near-shore 
areas,” said the experts.

the Ministry of Industry 
and trade (MoIt) estimates 
this potential to be at approxi-
mately 475GW. prime Minister 
nguyen xuan phuc issued a 
resolution in March for a five-
year plan to 2025 to develop 
renewable energy sources ‘off 
the coast’, with specific mech-
anisms and policies to attract 
both foreign and local devel-
opers to invest in the sector.

the offshore wind sector 
was also emphasised under 
the national energy Devel-
opment strategy of Vietnam 
to 2030, and the MoIt has 
proposed to include several 
wind projects in the upcom-
ing power Development plan.

the government is also 
in the process of amending 
seabed lease and licensing 
requirements for large-scale 
offshore wind farms, along-

side the Ministry of natural 
resource and environment. 

In contrast to Vietnam’s ap-
proach toward its solar sector, 
the MoIt has also proposed to 
extend the feed-in-tariff (Fit) 
deadlines for wind by two 
years, from the original com-
mercial operation date (COD) 
deadline in november 2021 to 
the end of 2023, before imple-
menting auctions thereafter.

the current Fit for offshore 
wind is highly attractive at 9.8 
us cents per kWh, which was 
increased from the previous 
rate of 7.8 us cents per kWh.

this extension follows ap-
peals from several wind en-
ergy developers, industry 

associations and local gov-
ernments from nine provinc-
es after the Covid-19 outbreak 
has caused some near-term 
headwinds to the sector.

this is largely due to project 
delays stemming from sup-
ply chain disruptions, labour 
shortages, and construction 
being forced to stop tempo-
rarily due to the Covid-19 out-
break, as well as delays to sev-
eral wind project approvals.

the experts said: “We be-
lieve that the more amenable 
approach the government 
is taking to the wind sector 
when compared to the solar 
sector is because growth to 
date has been at a more man-

ageable pace for the system 
to cope with, given that the 
development or wind proj-
ects are typically longer and 
more complicated.

“this also occurs against a 
broad support for renewable 
energy in general, particu-
larly as Vietnam is set to see 
a surge in power demand, 
which offers capacity growth 
opportunities for the sector.” 

Fitch expects the govern-
ment to announce a new pow-
er Development plan VIII this 
month with renewable energy 
to likely see a greater focus.

Capacity targets for the 
country’s wind sector are ex-
pected to increase to 6GW by 

2025 and 10GW by 2030, from 
the existing targets of 2GW 
and 6GW respectively.

the government is also 
looking to introduce a new 
Direct power purchase Agree-
ment (DppA), where renew-
able energy producers can sell 
and deliver electricity directly 
to corporate customers.

“We believe these develop-
ments will encourage further 
growth and investment in the 
sector. We have already seen 
growing investor interest 
across Vietnam’s wind sec-
tor over the past year, which 
has strengthened the pipeline 
significantly,” said Fitch. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Capacity targets for Vietnam’s wind sector are expected to increase to 6GW by 2025 and 10GW by 2030. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

singapore set to 
boost spending on 
ICt to $2.5 billion

Lao-China 
railway 
now 90% 
complete

sInGApOre is set to inject sub-
stantial government spending 
on information and communi-
cations technology (ICt) this 
financial year as technology 
becomes increasingly impor-
tant in people’s lives amid the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

In a media release on Mon-
day, the Government technol-
ogy Agency (Govtech) said an 
estimated s$3.5 billion (us$2.5 
billion) will be spent this finan-
cial year, up from s$2.7 billion 
in the previous financial year.

Govtech is a statutory board 
under the Ministry of Commu-
nications and Information 
formed in October 2016 after 
the restructuring of the Info-
communications Develop-
ment Authority.

some of the projected spend-
ing for this year will be on ICt 
projects brought forward because 
of the pandemic, such as in the 
development of tech solutions to 
respond to Covid-19.

Investment in digitalisation 
has been instrumental in the 
government’s technological 
response to the coronavirus 
which causes the disease, said 
the release.

For example, Govtech engi-

neers managed to put togeth-
er the tracetogether applica-
tion and national digital 
check-in system safeentry to 
aid contact tracing.

they also set up the Mask Go 
Where website to guide citi-
zens on where to collect their 
free masks, as well as the sup-
port Go Where website on how 
to get funds or other benefits.

the government will also con-
tinue to invest in technology to 
accelerate singapore’s digitali-
sation push on a whole-of-na-
tion level, added the release.

this includes the development 
of digital services for citizens and 
businesses, the continual migra-
tion of eligible ICt systems onto 
commercial cloud, as well as 
developing more applications 
within the government and 
across the industry for sensors 
and artificial intelligence (AI).

More details about these 
projects are expected to be 
released soon.

small and medium-sized 
enterprises (sMes) will be eli-
gible to participate in 80 per 
cent of the potential ICt pro-
curement opportunities. In the 
previous financial year, nearly 
70 per cent of the total ICt con-

tracts were awarded to sMes.
to improve sMes’ access to 

these opportunities, Govtech 
has worked with the Ministry 
of Finance to streamline and 
introduce new procurement 
methods, said the release. 
these include incorporating 
more bulk tenders and dynam-
ic contracting to shorten the 
procurement process.

usually, the government’s ICt 
and digitalisation road map is 
announced at the annual smart 
nation and Digital Government 
industry briefing.

In the light of restrictions due to 
Covid-19, Govtech will be rolling 
out the information online, 

including more details of the focus 
of the government’s digitalisation 
programme and areas of project-
ed spending. this is scheduled to 
begin on Wednesday.

to help with the overall dig-
ital push, Govtech is also 
actively recruiting fresh gradu-
ates as well as experienced 
tech professionals.

there are more than 400 
vacancies for, among others, 
software engineers, digital 
business analysts, cybersecu-
rity specialists, data scientists, 
AI engineers and infrastruc-
ture specialists.

Govtech CeO Kok ping soon 
said: “As we take on the new nor-

mal of Covid-19, we are re-engi-
neering our back-end digital 
infrastructure, which underpins 
the delivery of front-end govern-
ment digital services to citizens, 
businesses and public officers.”

noting that the pandemic 
has illustrated the importance 
of digitalisation, he added: 
“We hope that businesses, 
especially sMes, will benefit 
from the larger pool and high-
er value of ICt procurement 
opportunities, work with us to 
build a smart nation and dig-
ital government, and emerge 
stronger from this crisis 
together.” THE STRAITS TIMES (SINGA-

PORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

COnstruCtIOn of the Laos-
China railway was 89.43 per 
cent complete as of the end of 
last month with Lao authori-
ties calling for the project 
developer to progress work 
according to plan.

xiao Qianwen, general man-
ager of the Laos-China railway 
Co Ltd, a joint venture based in 
Vientiane in charge of the rail-
way’s construction and opera-
tion, briefed Lao Deputy prime 
Minister Dr Bounthong Chit-
many during his recent visit to 
project construction sites in the 
capital and Vientiane province.

some 65 tunnels were com-
pletely bored, and numerous 
bridges have been built, report-
ed the Vientiane-based Pasaxon 
(The People) daily. the 409km 
railway – running through the 
capital of Vientiane and the four 
provinces of Vientiane, Luang 
prabang, Oudomxay and Luang 
namtha that shares a border 
with China – composes 75 tun-
nels with a combined length of 
197.83km.

Almost 50km of rail tracks 
have been laid from Houain-
amyen village in naxaithong 
district, Vientiane to Luang 
prabang province, said xiao.

Work on the second phase of 
the Laos-China railway project 
has progressed, which will 
extend the railway from the 
central station in Vientiane to 
the container yard in 
thanalaeng village of Vien-
tiane’s Hadxaifong district.

the area reserved for the 
construction of the 17km rail-
way extension and its stations 
has been earmarked.

Dr Bounthong, who is also 
chairman of the Laos-China rail-
way construction project super-
visory committee, called for the 
company to attach great impor-
tance to project management to 
ensure it progresses as planned.

According to the original 
plan, construction of the $5.986 
billion project is set to com-
plete by next year.

the railway operator has been 
seeking candidates for person-
nel training programmes in 
preparation for railway opera-
tions, which are expected to 
begin services in early 2022.

Dr Bounthong told the devel-
oper and authorities in charge 
to accelerate negotiations with 
villagers affected by the 
planned construction of the 
second (extension) phase and 
to relocate them, allowing the 
project to proceed.

Amid the ongoing Covid-19 
pandemic, the deputy prime 
minister asked the company to 
observe prevention and control 
measures imposed by the Lao 
government to stop the disease 
from entering the project site.

the Laos-China railway 
project is part of the regional 
rail link connecting China’s 
Kunming to singapore via Laos, 
thailand and Malaysia.

the Lao government has 
attached great importance to 
the project as it hopes it will 
boost efforts to transform the 
nation from being landlocked 
to land-linked. VIENTIANE TIMES/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

The government will continue to invest in technology to accelerate Singapore’s digitalisation push on a 
whole-of-nation level. PIXABAY
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uS MuLTInATIOnAL technol-
ogy company International 
Business Machines Corp (IBM) 
on Monday said it is no longer 
selling general-purpose facial 
recognition software and is 
opposed to using such tech-
nology for racial profiling or 
mass surveillance.

The stance against facial rec-
ognition systems that could 
potentially be used to target 
minorities or violate human 
rights was included in a letter 
IBM CeO Arvind Krishna sent 
to members of uS Congress.

Krishna said: “IBM no longer 
offers general purpose IBM 
facial recognition or analysis 
software.

“IBM firmly opposes and will 
not condone uses of any tech-
nology, including facial recog-
nition technology offered by 
other vendors, for mass sur-
veillance, racial profiling, vio-
lations of basic human rights 
and freedoms.”

The century-old technology 
firm called for responsible nation-
al standards regarding how facial 
recognition systems should be 
used by police agencies.

Krishna said: “Technology 
can increase transparency and 
help police protect communi-
ties but must not promote dis-
crimination or racial injustice.

“Vendors and users of [arti-
ficial intelligence] systems 
have a shared responsibility to 
ensure that Al is tested for bias, 
particularity when used in law 
enforcement.”

Technology such as body cam-
eras and data analytics tools 
should be used to hold police 
officers accountable as well as 
for public safety, he said.

IBM offered to work with 
Congress to pursue “justice 
and racial equity” focused ini-
tially on police reform, as well 
as responsible use of technol-
ogy and broadening skills.

The American Civil Liberties 
union senior legislative coun-
sel neema Singh Guliani 
argued that facial recognition 
should not be integrated into 
body cameras worn by police 
officers.

“Body cameras are intended 
to be tools for accountability, 
not police surveillance,” 
Guliani said in a statement 
released regarding policing 
reform measures being pro-
posed in Congress.

“We need to invest in tech-
nologies that can help elimi-
nate the digital divide, not 
technologies that create a sur-
veillance infrastructure that 
exacerbates policing abuses 
and structural racism.” AFP

WHO says 
coronavirus 
pandemic 
‘worsening’
T

He World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) 
on Monday said the 
coronavirus pan-

demic was worsening around 
the globe, as it warned against 
complacency.

The WHO said it had re-
corded its highest daily tally 
of new infections, with Covid-
19 raging in the Americas.

And as mass protests for ra-
cial justice sweep across the 
uS and beyond, the un health 
agency urged anyone demon-
strating to do so safely.

The novel coronavirus has 
killed more than 403,000 
people out of at least seven 
million infected since the out-
break emerged in December, 
according to a tally from offi-
cial sources compiled by AFP.

After east Asia, europe be-
came the epicentre of the dis-
ease but has now been over-
taken by the Americas.

“Although the situation in 
europe is improving, globally 
it is worsening,” WHO chief 

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus told a virtual news confer-
ence in Geneva.

“More than 100,000 cases 
have been reported on nine 
of the past 10 days. Yesterday, 
more than 136,000 cases were 
reported – the most in a single 
day so far.

He said that almost 75 per 
cent of Sunday’s cases came 
from 10 countries – mostly in 
the Americas and South Asia.

Tedros said that in coun-
tries where the situation was 
improving, “the biggest threat 
is now complacency”, adding 
that “most people globally are 
still susceptible to infection”.

“More than six months into 
this pandemic, this is not the 
time for any country to take 
its foot off the pedal,” he said.

Turning to the wave of pro-
tests sparked by the killing 
of George Floyd on May 25, 
Tedros encouraged active 
surveillance of the virus to 
ensure it does not rebound, 
especially in the context of 

mass gatherings.
He said: “WHO fully sup-

ports equality and the global 
movement against racism. 
We reject discrimination of 
all kinds . . . We encourage all 
those protesting around the 
world to do so safely.

“As much as possible, keep 
at least 1m from others, clean 
your hands, cover your cough 
and wear a mask if you attend 
a protest . . . Stay home if you 
are sick and contact a health 
care provider.”

The WHO has continually 
stressed the importance of trac-
ing those who may have come 
into sustained, close contact 
with an infected person.

The WHO’s emergencies 
director Michael Ryan said 
someone who had been at a 
mass protest did not neces-
sarily meet the technical defi-
nition of contact.

He said: “It comes back down 
to local public health analysis 
and local risk management.

“There may be situations 

with mass gatherings where 
local public health officials, 
based on an abundance of 
caution, could advise people 
either to quarantine or to get 
tested.”

“We would hope that in any 
mass gathering now . . . people 
who have had now four to five 
months to internalise, that 
someone unwell . . . should be 
at home and not engaged in 
any public activity.

“But we would always defer 
to national and sub-national 

authorities if they wish and 
need to take necessary public 
health actions that are based 
on risk assessment, that is 
based on scientific evidence.”

Tedros meanwhile said that 
the WHO had so far shipped 
more than five million items 
of personal protective equip-
ment to 110 countries.

The global health body aims 
to ship more than 129 million 
items of personal protective 
equipment (PPe) to 126 na-
tions. AFP

Samsung’s Lee jae-yong avoids arrest
A SOuTH Korean court on 
Tuesday declined to issue an 
arrest warrant for the heir to 
the country’s Samsung empire 
over a controversial merger of 
two business units seen as a 
key step to his succession.

Lee jae-yong, the vice-chair-
man of Suwon-based multina-
tional electronics company 
Samsung electronics Co Ltd, 
is already being re-tried on 
charges of bribery, embezzle-
ment and other offences in 
connection with a corruption 
scandal that brought down 
former South Korean Presi-
dent Park Geun-hye.

The merger case is separate 
from his ongoing retrial, but 
adds to the difficulties for the 
Samsung group, by far the big-
gest of the family-controlled 
conglomerates, or chaebol, that 
dominate business in the 
world’s 12th-largest economy.

Prosecutors had sought the 
arrest warrant for Lee on sus-
picion he was involved in price 
manipulation and illegal trad-
ing during the 2015 merger of 
Cheil Industries Inc and Sam-
sung C&T Corp.

But the Seoul Central District 
Court turned down the prosecu-
tion’s request, ruling that there 
was not sufficient probable cause 
for his arrest or those of two 
former Samsung executives.

judge Won jung-sook said in 

a court statement: “There was 
insufficient explanation on the 
need to arrest the defendants 
against the principle of trial 
without detention.

“Prosecutors seem to have 
already secured a considerable 
amount of evidence through 
their investigation.”

Whether Lee committed ille-
gal acts should be established 
at trial, she added.

Lee attended the hearing, 
which Yonhap news Agency 
said lasted for about nine 
hours, and then awaited the 
court’s decision at a detention 
centre. He emerged at about 
2:40am on Tuesday and brief-
ly greeted reporters but did not 
answer when asked how he felt 

about the decision.
Lee then left in a black sedan.
The merger transaction was 

seen as helping ensure a 
smooth third-generational 
power transfer to Lee, a scion 
of Samsung’s founding family.

Chaebol families often have 
only a small ownership stake 
in their empires, but maintain 
control through complex webs 
of  cross-shareholdings 
between units.

Lee was the largest share-
holder in Cheil Industries, and 
critics say Samsung sought to 
artificially lower the price of 
C&T to give him a bigger stake 
in the merged entity – a key 
part of the Samsung structure 
– consolidating his grip on the 

conglomerate.
Last week, the Samsung group 

rejected media reports of price 
manipulation as “groundless”, 
saying in a statement Lee did not 
take part in “any illegal acts”.

The prosecutors’ request 
came weeks after Lee issued a 
wide-ranging apology for 
company misconduct and 
promised to end the line of 
family succession.

Lee, 51, has effectively been 
at the helm of Samsung – South 
Korea’s biggest business group 
– since his father and Samsung 
group boss Lee Kun-hee suf-
fered a heart attack in 2014.

He was jailed for five years in 
2017 in connection with Park’s 
corruption scandal but was 
released a year later on appeal 
before the country’s top court 
ordered him to face a new trial.

Samsung’s overall turnover 
is equivalent to a fifth of the 
national gross domestic prod-
uct, making it crucial to South 
Korea’s economic health.

The company reported a 
slight fall in first-quarter net 
profit at 4.88 trillion won ($4 
billion), citing the impact of 
the coronavirus pandemic.

But Samsung – which saw 
operations suspended at 11 
overseas assembly lines – has 
warned of further falls to come 
as consumer demand is “signifi-
cantly” hit by the disease. AFP

IBM says exits facial 
recognition business

The WHO on Monday said it had recorded its highest daily tally of new infections, with Covid-19 raging in the Americas. AFP

Lee Jae-yong is already being re-tried on other offences in connection with 
a corruption scandal that brought down former South Korean President 
Park Geun-hye. YONHAP NEWS AGENCY/AFP
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THOuGH Thailand is gradu-
ally preparing to reopen its 
doors to international flights, 
the state of emergency may 
not be lifted by the end of this 
month, senior officials said 
on Monday.

Civil Aviation Authority of 
Thailand director-general 
Chula Sukmanop said the au-
thorities will meet with local 
airlines next week to find out 
if they are ready to resume in-
ternational services. 

“At the moment, we haven’t 
yet decided whether we will ex-
tend the ban on incoming pas-
senger flights as we are waiting 
for instructions from the gov-
ernment’s Centre for Covid-19 
Situation Administration,” he 
said, referring to the flight ban 
order which is due to expire at 
the end of this month. 

“We also have to see if oth-
er countries will open their 
skies. Things will become 
much clearer in the next week 
or two,” he said. 

Many european coun-
tries have lifted the ban on 
flights within europe, while 
many other countries plan 
to reopen their international 
flights on july 1. 

An informed source said 
Thailand may start reopen-
ing its skies to countries that 
have been successful in con-
trolling the spread of Covid-
19, or may only allow some 
groups, such as businessper-
sons, to fly in. 

Meanwhile, Deputy Prime 

Minister Wissanu Krea-ngam 
said the government’s decision 
on whether it lifts or extends 
the state of emergency de-
pends largely on the number of 
new infections in the country. 
He said the current situation 
is acceptable and the govern-
ment may further ease restric-
tions in the fourth phase.

“However, my biggest con-
cern is that schools will re-
open on july 1, the state of 
emergency is scheduled to 
expire on the same day and 
international flights will re-
sume bringing foreigners into 
the country. We have to take 
all these factors into account 
when considering the easing 
of more restrictions,” he said. 

He added that in case the 
government decides to ex-
tend the state of emergency, 
it may allow large gatherings 
of people.

Putting the country under 
a state of emergency allows 
the government to respond 
quickly, but under the Com-
municable Disease Act, the 
public health minister cannot 
mobilise police or military 
personnel to enforce the law, 
he said in reference to pro-
posals to replace the state of 
emergency with the law. 

Civil groups, meanwhile, have 
been accusing the government 
of using the state of emergency 
to silence the voice of political 
activists and people.

However, Wissanu said if 
the Communicable Disease 

Act was used, it would not be 
clear how to control interpro-
vincial travel, because this 
comes under the jurisdiction 
of governors. 

One perfect example of the 
difference between the state 
of emergency and author-
ity under the Communicable 
Disease Act is that the govern-
ment can close all pubs right 
away in case there is a second 
wave of infections, but under 
the law’s regulations, the au-
thorities can only close indi-
vidual pubs, he said.

As to whether the government 
will lift the state of emergency 
before allowing foreigners to 
land in the country, Wissanu 
said that closing the country to 
foreigners was consistent with 
the state of emergency.

“However, stringent rules 
can be eased as it depends 
on the advice of medical doc-
tors,” he said. 

Thailand plans to launch 
the fourth phase of easing 
lockdowns next week now 
that there have been no new 
Covid-19 infections in the 
country over the past two 
weeks, except for infections 
among Thais who have been 
repatriated from overseas and 
put under state quarantine.

Though foreigners holding 
residence or work permits were 
allowed recently to register for 
their return, the flight ban im-
posed in early April remains in 
place until june 30. THE NATION 

(THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Thai skies could be open to 
tourists by this month’s end

Down fake accounts, Philippines tells Facebook
T

He Philippines’ De-
partment of justice 
(Doj) has asked Fa-
cebook to take down 

over a hundred of dummy 
accounts bearing the names 
of students and alumni of 
several universities across the 
country, but the data must be 
preserved for possible pros-
ecution of the perpetrators.

“We have informed Facebook 
about this so that these could 
be taken down, but more im-
portantly to preserve the data, 
whether we are talking about 
subscriber data, traffic data or 
content data of these accounts,” 
undersecretary of justice Markk 
Perete said on Monday.

He said the data would be 
used as evidence should the 
affected individuals decide 
to file a criminal complaint 
against the creators of the 
dummy accounts.

Perete told a news briefing: 
“As we all know, computer-
related identity theft is a 
crime, which is defined and 
punished by [Republic Act 
no] 10175, or the Cybercrime 
Prevention Act.” 

It is a serious criminal viola-
tion punishable by six to 12 
years imprisonment, he said. 
At least 112 people have com-
plained to the Doj that their 
Facebook accounts were dupli-
cated by yet unknown hackers.

Among the schools whose 
students fell victim to the 
breach of their data are the 
university of the Philippines, 
De La Salle university, uni-

versity of Santo Tomas, uni-
versity of San Carlos and uni-
versity of San jose Recoletos.

The Department of national 
Defence and the anti-cyber-
crime unit of the Philippine 
national Police are conduct-
ing separate probes.

Secretary of Defense Delfin 
Lorenzana said: “It’s a cause for 
concern because it creates dis-
cordant voices among the peo-
ple when there should not be.”

Lorenzana pointed out that 
people against and for the 

terror bill were accusing each 
other of perpetrating the clon-
ing of Facebook accounts.

The proliferation of Face-
book dummy accounts has 
engendered two competing 
theories – that it is meant to 
stoke fear and harass those 
opposing the terror bill, and 
that it is aimed at spreading 
disinformation against the 
controversial measure.

Senator Risa Hontiveros 
said that if the creators of the 
dummy accounts thought 

they could sow fear in the 
hearts of those opposing the 
terror bill, they were wrong. 
The effort will just unite the 
critics more, she said.

“They cannot take away 
our identity. They cannot 
take away our resistance. 
What they’ve done is unite us 
more,” said Hontiveros.

A House opposition lead-
er said on Monday that the 
mushrooming of thousands 
of cloned or dummy ac-
counts on Facebook could be 

a prelude to a crackdown on 
activists, who may be framed 
for violations of the terror bill 
through fake posts.

Such a strategy by state 
authorities would be tanta-
mount to an “online tanim 
ebidensya [planting of evi-
dence]” through identity 
theft, Bayan Muna Represen-
tative Carlos Isagani Zarate 
warned in a statement.

He said there might be a 
link between the sudden 
proliferation of cloned ac-
counts of Filipino Facebook 
users, among them student 
activists, journalists and pro-
gressive leaders, and the pro-
posed Anti-Terrorism Act of 
2020, which is awaiting Presi-
dent Duterte’s signature.

“If the proposed terror bill 
is enacted into law, real name 
owners of these fake accounts 
can be easily sent to jail for 
being framed by such means,” 
said Zarate.

Presidential spokesperson 
Harry Roque said: “If he has 
the evidence, he should file the 
corresponding charge. But in 
a time of pandemic, he should 
avoid jumping to conclusions 
without any evidence.”

In his statement, Secretary of 
Communications Martin An-
danar urged the public to be 
“conscientious and vigilant” 
by reporting fake accounts.

“Our office continues its 
programmes, such as Dismiss 
Disinformation and Youth for 
Truth, meant to quell fake 
news and combat misleading 

information,” said Andanar.
The House of Representa-

tives last week passed on final 
reading House Bill no 6875 
adopting Senate Bill no 1083, 
which would amend the Hu-
man Security Act by institut-
ing tougher measures against 
suspected terrorists, raising 
fears it could be weaponised 
against government critics.

Among other provisions, 
the bill allows authorities to 
arrest and detain people on 
suspicion of being a terrorist 
for 14 days, extendible by an-
other 10 days.

It removes the safeguard in 
the earlier law that penalises 
erring officers with a 500,000 
peso ($10,000) fine for each 
day someone spends in 
wrongful detention.

under the bill, any person 
who shall “threaten” to com-
mit terrorism shall suffer the 
penalty of 12 years in prison. 
The same prison term shall 
be meted out against those 
who will “propose any ter-
roristic acts or incite others to 
commit terrorism”.

The measure says terrorist 
acts “shall not include advo-
cacy, protest, dissent, stop-
page of work, industrial or 
mass action, and other similar 
exercises of civil and political 
rights”, provided that they are 
“not intended to cause death 
or serious physical harm to 
a person, to endanger a per-
son’s life, or to create a serious 
risk to public safety”. PHILIPPINE 

DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Computer-related identity theft is a serious criminal violation punishable by six to 12 years imprisonment in 
the Philippines.  AFP
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S
CIenTISTS have little doubt: 
the destruction of nature 
makes humanity increasingly 
vulnerable to disease out-

breaks like the Covid-19 pandemic, 
which has sickened millions, killed 
hundreds of thousands, and devastat-
ed countless livelihoods worldwide.

It also will impede long-term eco-
nomic recovery, because more than 
half of the world’s GDP depends on 
nature in some way. Could the Covid-
19 crisis be the wake-up call – and, 
indeed, the opportunity – we need to 
change course?

While some politicians have 
claimed that a pandemic of this scale 
was unforeseen, many experts 
believed that it was all but inevitable, 
given the proliferation of zoonotic dis-
eases (caused by pathogens that jump 
to humans from other animals). More 
than 60 per cent of new infectious dis-
eases now originate in animals.

This trend is linked directly to 
human activities. From intensive farm-
ing and deforestation to mining and 
the exploitation of wild animals, 
destructive practices that we dismiss as 
“business as usual” place us in ever-
closer contact with animals, creating 
the ideal conditions for disease spillo-
vers. In this sense, ebola, HIV, severe 
acute respiratory syndrome (SARS), 
and Middle east respiratory syndrome 
(MeRS) – all of zoonotic origin – were 
warnings the world failed to heed.

But Covid-19 could be different. 
After all, it has demonstrated more 
starkly than any of its predecessors 
just how fundamentally linked 
human health and prosperity are 
with the wellbeing of our planet – 
and how vulnerable that leaves us. 
Claims that protecting the environ-
ment would crash economies were 
not only shortsighted, but also coun-
terproductive. It is environmental 
destruction that has ground the 
world economy to a halt.

Moreover, unlike previous recent dis-
ease outbreaks, Covid-19 has spurred 
unprecedented state intervention, with 
governments worldwide developing 
and implementing comprehensive 
recovery strategies. This provides a 
golden opportunity to entrench envi-
ronmental protection and restoration 
in our economic systems.

Two principles should shape recov-
ery strategies. First, stimulus alone is 
not enough; better environmental 
regulations, conceived with the 
active participation of business and 
investors, are also crucial. Second, 
public spending should be allocated 
in ways that support a better balance 
between the health of societies, 
economies and the environment. 

This means investing in green indus-
tries, especially those that move us 
closer to a circular economy.

Leading economists such as nobel 
laureate joseph Stiglitz and nicholas 
Stern have found that green recovery 
packages would offer much higher 
rates of return, more short-term jobs, 
and superior long-term cost savings 
than traditional fiscal stimulus. For 
example, building clean-energy 
infrastructure – a particularly labour-
intensive activity – would create 
twice as many jobs per dollar as fos-
sil-fuel investments.

Other priorities include investment 
in natural capital, such as large-scale 
restoration of forest ecosystems. This 
would yield many valuable benefits, 
ranging from bolstering biodiversity 
and mitigating floods to absorbing 
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. 
To complement such efforts, banks 
and other financial entities should be 
held responsible for lending practices 
that fuel the nature and climate crises.

Some decision-makers recognise 
this imperative. The International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) has published 

broad guidance for a green recovery, 
and IMF managing director Kristalina 
Georgieva has called for environmen-
tal conditions to be attached to corpo-
rate bailouts. The French government 
is already pursuing such an approach.

Furthermore, the eu is drawing up 
a green Covid-19 recovery plan that 
would complement its european 
Green Deal, which aims to restore 
biodiversity and accelerate the shift 
to a zero-carbon economy. A group of 
180 european politicians, companies, 
trade unions, campaign groups, and 
think tanks recently released a letter 

urging eu leaders to adopt green 
stimulus measures.

But, to achieve a sustainable global 
recovery, many more governments 
will have to embrace green-recovery 
policies. And, so far, many are doing 
the opposite, directing resources 
toward environmentally destructive 
industries and activities.

For example, according to the 
research involving Stiglitz and Stern, 
unconditional airline bailouts perform 
the worst in terms of economic impact, 
speed and climate metrics. And yet bil-

lions are being channelled toward air-
lines, often with few strings attached.

In fact, according to a recent Green 
Stimulus Index report, more than a 
quarter of the stimulus spending 
implemented so far in 16 major econ-
omies is likely to cause substantial and 
lasting environmental damage. Some, 
such as uS President Donald Trump’s 
administration, have also relaxed 
existing environmental rules in order 
to help major polluters recover.

It is increasingly difficult to justify 
this approach. Lest we forget, just 
before the pandemic, countries 
were experiencing unprecedented 
wildfires and devastating flooding. 
As climate change advances, the 
extreme weather events that pro-
duce such disasters will become 
more frequent and severe.

Politicians and vested interests can 
try to divert attention from the chal-
lenges ahead. But this will not pre-
vent future crises; it certainly won’t 
make them wait until the Covid-19 
recovery is complete. On the contra-
ry, a return to business as usual could 
hasten their arrival.

Rather than continue to stumble from 
one crisis to the next, we must build 
more resilient systems today. Putting 
environmental preservation and resto-
ration at the center of the Covid-19 
recovery is the perfect place to start. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The author is the president of the MAVA  
Foundation and vice-chair of Hoffmann-La Roche

Opinion
Andre Hoffmann

The planet after the pandemic

A deforested piece of land in the Amazon rainforest. Destruction of nature not only makes humanity vulnerable to disease outbreaks but 
will also impede long-term economic recovery, because more than half of the world’s GDP depends on nature in some way. afp

Building clean-energy 
infrastructure . . . would create 
twice as many jobs per dollar 

as fossil-fuel investments
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Chanel head 
to tone down 
Paris fashion 
extravaganzas
C

HAneL may be 
about to bring down 
the curtain on its ul-
tra-spectacular Paris 

fashion shows, its new de-
signer Virginie Viard hinted on 
Monday, as the French brand 
revealed its first collection 
since the coronavirus crisis.

extravagant, hugely theatri-
cal shows on enormous sets 
inside the French capital’s 
Grand Palais became synony-
mous with the luxury label 
during the long reign of Ger-
man designer Karl Lagerfeld, 
who died last year.

But his discreet successor Vi-
ard, the Kaiser’s longtime right-
hand woman, said recreating 
almost life-sized space rockets, 
jumbo jets, river gorges, eiffel 
Towers and even complete Al-
pine villages with snow and ski 
slopes was not her thing. 

She told the French daily Le 
Figaro: “I have never been a 
fan of pharaonic shows, even 
if they were great with Karl.

“Sometimes he would ask 

me: ‘Is it too much?’ and I 
would reply: ‘For you it is great 
but I dream of a little show.’”

even so, she said that coro-
navirus permitting, Chanel 
would return to the Grand 
Palais for its next show during 
Paris fashion week in October.

Viard said: “It will be the last 
at the Grand Palais which is 
undergoing major refurbish-
ment in january. 

“It is a place filled with 
memories, and every time 
we marvelled [at the shows]. 
I like the cinematic aspect of 
what we did there.”

‘No risk of weirdness’
Viard said that although 

she hugely misses Lagerfeld, 
she has a “different vision” to 
him. “With me, you won’t be 
risking walking out in some-
thing weird,” she laughed.

Sometimes Lagerfeld “would 
ask himself if he had gone too 
far”, Viard said. “But since he al-
ways took it to the nth degree, his 
idea would become brilliant.”

Viard, 58, who dreamt of being 
a film director before dedicat-
ing herself to fashion, revealed 
the cruise collection through 
a studio-shot film evoking the 
Italian island of Capri, where 
the show was supposed to have 
been unveiled last month.

She said the highly prac-
tical summery looks were 
conceived so they could be 
thrown into “a little suitcase 
on wheels, a shopper and an 
embroidered handbag”, with 

long skirts becoming strap-
less dresses when pulled up.

Long black chiffon jackets 
could “be worn by day over a 
triangle bikini or with an em-
broidered bandeau top and 
jeans” by night, said Viard.

The collection was very 
much in Viard’s own image 
with plenty of deft Parisian 
classic chic touches to go along 
with bare midriffs adorned 
with strings of jewellery and 
tummy belts, tiny bags, flip up 

sunglasses and gladiator-style 
armband bracelets.

Cruise collections tradition-
ally showcase holiday wear 
for glamorous foreign travel, 
a luxury some jetsetters may 
have to forego this year.

The daughter of two doc-
tors, Viard said she was not 
immune to the effects of the 
coronavirus which she said 
has “left us all feeling more 
fragile”, and therefore steered 
clear of evening dresses.

Instead she wanted to create 
something “simple and luxu-
rious and charming. I hope 
people will be touched by it”.

Viard said the clothes will 
be in the shops in november 
along with her summer collec-
tion which has been eclipsed 
by the Covid-19 crisis.

And she insisted that Chanel’s 
haute couture collection will 
be ready to show in Paris next 
month, when the shows will be 
held digitally. AFP

Coronavirus kills Art Basel 2020

Married couple will share 
German ambassadorship

ART BASeL, the world’s biggest 
contemporary art fair, can-
celled its 2020 edition in Swit-
zerland due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, denting its parent 
company on the stock 
exchange on Monday.

The fair had already been 
postponed from this month to 
September but organisers 
pulled the plug, saying there 
were too many uncertainties to 
stage the international show, 
which will return next year.

It said in a statement: “Art 
Basel regrets to announce that 
the 2020 edition in Basel has 
been cancelled.

“While there are signs of 
hope as individual countries 
are coming out of lockdown, 
the global situation remains 

precarious and, unfortunately, 
too many uncertainties remain 
to go ahead with the fair.”

It said those included limita-
tions on intercontinental trav-
el, the health risks posed by 
large gatherings, and doubts 
over whether Swiss Covid-19 
regulations would allow large 
public events.

“We believe that the best 
option concerning the Basel 
show is to focus on next year’s 
edition and delivering a fair of 
the exceptional international 
quality that the art world 
expects,” it said on Saturday.

The 2021 Basel fair will run 
from june 17-21.

The share price of parent 
company MCH Group AG fell 
further on the Swiss stock 

exchange on Monday.
MCH, which had already lost 

41 per cent of its value since 
the start of january, fell 3.05 
per cent to 15.90 Swiss francs 
($16.60) in afternoon trading.

By comparison, the SPI index 
of the top 215 companies on 
the Swiss exchange was down 
0.28 per cent.

The Swiss government 
stopped short of imposing full 
confinement to combat the 
coronavirus pandemic.

But the restrictions it brought 
in led to the cancellation of 
major events, including the 
Geneva Motor Show and the 
main watch fairs.

events for up to 300 people can 
now go ahead with appropriate 
protection measures. AFP

THe foreign ministry in Berlin 
appointed a married couple to 
share the ambassador’s job in 
Slovenia, an unprecedented 
arrangement for Germany that 
allows them to balance work 
and family life.

natalie Kauther, 45, and 
Adrian Pollmann, 43, said they 
will share the post in the capi-
tal Ljubljana for four years 
from August.

They have both been work-
ing for the ministry since 2005 
and foreign assignments are 
part of the job, but have three 
children, aged seven, eight and 
10, and were keen to find a 
family-friendly arrangement.

They came up with the idea 
of a job share and put it to 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Heiko Maas, who agreed to 
give it a try.

Pollmann told the ARD 
broadcaster: “The main moti-
vation for this model was the 
realisation that we want and 
need to spend more time with 
our children.”

He will be ambassador for the 
first eight months and Kauther 
will then take over for eight 
months in a rotating system.

They have already done a 
job share once before – as 
joint deputy ambassadors to 

Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herze-
govina.

Despite the new set-up, there 
will still be a deputy ambassa-
dor in Ljubljana so that if one 
of them is sick, the other will 
not be expected to cover.

The couple admit having 
very different personalities, 
said the ARD report, but hope 
this won’t cause any diplo-
matic spats.

“We see most things pretty 
similarly,” Pollmann said. 
“I’m not overly worried that 
there will be big rifts or dif-
ferences between the differ-
ent phases.”

Switzerland named a couple 
as joint ambassadors to Thai-
land in 2009 and France also 
nominated a husband-and-
wife team to Zagreb from 
2016-2019. AFP

New designer Virginie Viard has hinted that she will bring the curtain down on Chanel’s over-the-top Paris fashion shows. AFP

German Minister of Foreign Affairs Heiko Maas gave the go-ahead to 
the Slovenia job-share idea. POOL/AFP

Art Basel, the world’s largest contemporary art fair, has cancelled the 2020 edition in Switzerland. AFP



D
ZANGA-SANGHA, a wild-
life sanctuary in south-
west Central African Re-
public (CAR), is a remote 

place, linked to the rest of the world 
by a narrow trail that becomes im-
passable in heavy rain.

But for the region’s Pygmies – out-
casts in a country already ranked 
among the poorest in the world – 
Dzanga-Sangha’s isolation could be 
a blessing.

As coronavirus spreads in the CAR, 
with more than 1,000 cases officially 
recorded and four deaths, a cam-
paign has been launched to encour-
age the Bayaka people, who divide 
their time between the village and 
the forest, to hole up in the reserve.

Luis Arranz, in charge of the na-
tional park for the World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF), said: “They are being 
asked to go and live in their hunting 
camps for three months. 

“Every week, we’re going to drop 
off cassava and medicines. They 
have to stay isolated. It’s our only 
solution.”

In nearby towns, mayors, priests 
and police have all been urged to 
support the scheme, which urges 
Pygmies to stay away from urban 
centres to avoid catching the virus.

“Once in the forest, the Pygmies will 
still come to sell their products, but 
using a community relay in order to 
avoid direct contact. The idea is that 
they don’t come to market,” said Yvon 
Martial Amolet, a local lawyer and 
representative of the NGO House for 
Pygmy Children and Women based in 
the nearby town Bayanga.

Particularly vulnerable
Pygmies are considered especially 

at risk from novel diseases because 
of their poor overall health, their 
poverty – the vast majority are too 
poor to afford a doctor – and their 
lifestyle.

“The infant mortality rate is very 
high among the Bayaka. Those who 
survive are likely to be more resis-
tant to a virus, but we have no data 
about any vulnerability or natural 
immunity to imported diseases,” 

said Emilia Bylicka, a doctor who 
spent four years caring for Pygmies 
in the CAR’s southwest.

The Pygmies’ collective, semi-no-
madic lifestyle could accelerate viral 
spread, said Amolet.

“People continue to share ciga-
rettes and coffee and there are five 
or 10 people per hut,” he said.

The life expectancy of Bayaka Pyg-
mies is around 35 years for men and 
38 years for women – less than half 
of that in the industrialised world.

As an incentive to keep them away, 
park authorities have provided ra-
tions higher than the value of their 
average salary when they work for 
the villagers.

But the Pygmies have not all been 
easy to convince, especially those 
who have taken to life outside the 
forest, and the sanctuary itself pres-
ents its own dangers.

The dense reserve, a UNESCO-
World Heritage site and the last 
sanctuary for animal life in a poor 
country ravaged by civil war, offers 
one of the world’s few refuges for 

species facing extinction.
Arranz, who is responsible for pre-

serving the forest’s biodiversity, said 
illegal hunting could intensify as the 
epidemic worsens and resources to 
protect the reserve become more 
limited.

The Pygmies live under constant 
threat from armed hunters.

Amolet said: “Some poachers may 
commit violence against them.”

Slave-like conditions
Some fear a backlash from the 

ethnic Bantu population – known 
locally as Bilo – who subject the 
Pygmies to what often appears to be 
modern slavery.

“At first,” Amolet explained, “they 
[the Pygmies] used to say that coro-
navirus was a white man’s disease. 
Then they said the disease had come 
to punish the Bilo”.

In the villages around Bayanga, 
the mud houses along the road be-
long to the Bantu, while the Pygmies 
often occupy tiny branch huts in the 
backyards of their employers.

“The Bilos give a bit of salt or a cig-
arette for a day’s work in the fields 
or in the bush,” said a Bayaka chief 
who did not want to be named.

Violence and sexual assaults are 
commonplace. 

An elder said: “All Bayaka have 
these problems.”

As the Pygmies have been encour-
aged to isolate, Bilos have discour-
aged them from going, desperate to 
keep them working.

Amolet said: “They told the Baya-
ka that if we took them to the forest, 
we were going to kill them.

“They’re people who live off the 
Pygmy communities and if you take 
them [the Pygmies] away, life be-
comes difficult for them.”

Some Bayaka Pygmies, already con-
fined amid the trees, see coronavirus 
as a genuine threat, but a distant one

“The spirits of the forest protect us,” 
joked Marc, a white-bearded Pygmy, 
astonished that the visitor refused to 
give him a handshake – the universal 
greeting that in these times has 
become risky. AFP

HUMANS are not the only ones tiring 
of confinement during the coronavi-
rus pandemic – a panda escaped from 
his enclosure at Copenhagen Zoo in 
the Danish capital on Monday.

Xing Er, a six-year-old male panda 
– soon to be seven – then took a tour 
of the zoo, which was closed at the 
time.

He was spotted on a surveillance 
video “leaving his enclosure, slipping 
under an electric fence”, said zoo 
spokesman Jacob Munkholm 
Hoeck. 

The animal wandered around the 
zoo until an employee noticed it and 
called a security team.

Hoeck said: “The veterinarian of the 
zoo anaesthetised the panda and he 
was brought back to the enclosure.

“There he was given an antidote 
and woke up a couple of minutes 
later.”

Xing Er was not harmed and there 
were no human injuries. 

The zoo’s chief scientist Bengt Holst 
said in a statement that security 
around the enclosure will be “care-
fully examined” to “make sure [it] 
doesn’t happen again”.

Xing Er and his female mate Mao 
Sun – who did not take part in his 
escape – arrived in Denmark in April 
last year, on loan from the Chinese 
city of Chengdu.

They are a part of the “panda 
diplomacy” programme set up by 
China which consists of lending 
pandas to foster relations with trad-
ing partners. AFP
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Pygmies return to forest to isolate against virus
Young Bayaka Pygmies setting up camp in the equatorial forest, in Bayanga. A campaign has been launched 
to encourage the Bayaka people to hole up in the forest for three months to wait out the virus. AFP

A man from Bayanga shows diamonds traded to Pygmies for sachets of alcohol. Pygmies often work for the 
local ethnic Bantu people, who subject the Pygmies to what often appears to be modern slavery. AFP

Sick of lockdown: 
Panda escapes from 
Copenhagen confines

China has set up a ‘panda diplomacy’ programme which consists of lending pandas to foster relations with trading partners. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Wipe off completely
  7 Ways to the WWW
 11 Electronics giant, once
 14 Shore-leave taker
 15 Vaccination fluids
 16 Oohs and ___
 17 Defeated and then some
 19 Hors d’oeuvre item
 20 Call a spade a club?
 21 Cosecant’s opposite
 22 Fold-up mattress
 25 Emission
 27 ___-Wan Kenobi
 28 Helium, for one
 30 Title for Galahad
 31 Wrapping-paper unit
 33 Serving of white lightnin’
 36 Major airline
 40 Won four out of four games
 43 Type of band or trap
 44 Like Jimi Hendrix’s lady
 45 What a collar surrounds
 46 Lacking color
 48 Cookout purchase
 50 Geese can form it
 51 Living off others

 56 Place for a peck
 58 Do the bidding of
 59 “The Last Supper” room
 61 Combination of dance steps
 62 Won, but barely
 66 Olympics powerhouse
 67 Word in an ultimatum
 68 Thousandth of a millimeter
 69 Aisle seat
 70 Coloring expert
 71 Plays with Lego blocks
DOWN
  1 Count conclusion?
  2 Oft-chewed item
  3 “Fee, ___, foe ...”
  4 Site of Crockett’s demise
  5 On the way
  6 Commits a mistake
  7 Muslim’s religion
  8 Alabama city on the Alabama
  9 Smooths one’s feathers
 10 Melancholy
 11 They form central angles
 12 Cotton cloth
 13 Colorado comedy festival city
 18 Alone (with “by”)
 21 Scattered

 22 They may be filled in or out
 23 Depth-charge target of WWII
 24 Squiggly accent mark
 26 Subsidies
 29 One big-time broadcaster
 32 Wiggle room
 34 Feline sign
 35 It moves about the city
 37 Time on shore
 38 Sioux dwelling of old
 39 Sneak ___ (look surreptitiously)
 41 Cry of regret
 42 Monogram of the Big Apple
 47 “___ done!” (“Good job!”)
 49 Filled pastry
 51 “___ Video” (VH1 series)
 52 Disparage
 53 Further shorten
 54 Razz
 55 “___ alia” (among other things)
 57 From this time forward
 60 Type of flower cluster
 62 Board’s partner
 63 “Lord of the Rings” menace
 64 Booze abuser
 65 One who takes Capt.’s orders

“VICTORY IS AT HAND” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution

Lifestyle

Across Asia, domestic lockdowns imposed to curb the spread of the coronavirus are easing, but international 
travel restrictions in the region remain tight. AFP

W
Hen julie Ser-
gent’s father 
died, she faced 
an agonising 

decision – if she travelled 
from her home in japan to at-
tend the funeral in France, she 
wouldn’t be allowed back.

Across Asia, domestic lock-
downs imposed to curb the 
spread of the coronavirus 
are easing, but international 
travel restrictions in the re-
gion remain tight.

Many countries have 
banned non-citizens from 
entry or even closed their 
borders altogether, with dev-
astating consequences for 
some living far from family.

In japan, citizens can leave 
and re-enter the country. 
Those coming from desig-
nated high-risk areas are 
tested for the virus on arrival 
and asked to observe a quar-
antine.

But foreign residents, even 
those with long-term ties or 
married to japanese citizens, 
cannot do the same.

That put Sergent in an im-
possible situation when her 
father died suddenly in April 
– if she left for France, she 
would be stranded there.

“I might lose my job, my 
apartment, my income for 
quite a while,” she said.

The 29-year-old was told 
she might be able to apply for 
a humanitarian exemption, 
but with just two days before 
the funeral, there wasn’t time.

She said: “My mother was 
devastated. I was the only one 
in the family who couldn’t at-
tend my father’s funeral.

“My brother and sister de-
scribed to me how they wrote 
a message on a little piece of 
paper and placed it on his 
jacket. And that was some-
thing I couldn’t do,” she add-
ed, her voice cracking.

Yukari, who asked to be 

identified by her first name 
only, faces a similar situation.

She is half-American, half-
japanese and lives in Tokyo 
with her japanese husband 
and their nine-year-old son.

But she doesn’t have japa-
nese citizenship and faces 
being separated from her son 
and husband if she travels to 
the uS, where her mother is 
battling cancer.

“I’m . . . [the] only imme-
diate family that she has. 
There’s no one else . . . in the 
uS,” she said.

Her mother was diagnosed 
with bile duct cancer in 
March, and in April her doc-
tor warned she might have 

just weeks to live.
Ordinarily, Yukari would 

have taken the first flight out, 
but instead, she was forced to 
rely on friends of the family to 
help her mother.

After a touch-and-go pe-
riod, her mother’s health has 
stabilised, though the cancer 
has not gone away.

“I talked to her helpers, and 
one of them said ‘I think she’s 
holding on, to see you one more 
time.’ That was hard to hear.”

Humanitarian exceptions?
elsewhere in Asia, the rules 

are even stricter, with coun-
tries like Mongolia effectively 
sealing its borders altogether. 
even citizens are only able to 
re-enter the country on rare 
evacuation flights.

That has left people like 
nyamtseren erdenetsetseg 
and her husband Sukhbaatar 
Dorj, who are stuck in South 
Korea, with no way back and 

no idea when they will see 
their children in Mongolia 
again.

The couple went to South 
Korea in january to visit 
erdenetsetseg’s mother, who 
lives in Seoul. They left their 
five children with Dorj’s 
mother while they were away.

But on February 23, Mongo-
lia announced it was banning 
entry from South Korea, leav-
ing the couple stranded.

They tried in vain to get a 
seat on an evacuation flight, 
and then on May 3, Dorj’s 
mother died suddenly.

His sister has taken in the 
couple’s children, who ask 
their parents on phone calls 

when they will be back.
“I don’t say anything,” 

erdenetsetseg said. “I don’t 
want to get their hopes up for 
nothing.”

She has even considered 
allowing her Korean visa to 
expire instead of extending it, 
in the hope authorities would 
deport her. But doing that 
would mean she would be 
banned from South Korea in 
the future.

In some places, there are 
signs of tentative changes. 
China has begun relaxing trav-
el caps for some foreign firms 
and is increasing the number 
of international flights.

And early this month, ja-
pan’s government said foreign 
residents now “may be grant-
ed” humanitarian exceptions 
to the ban, potentially offer-
ing Yukari an opportunity to 
see her mother.

“I just pray that . . . I can go and 
see her one last time.” AFP

Lockdowns ease, but 
travel bans continue 
to separate families

My mother was devastated. 
I was the only one in the 

family who couldn’t attend 
my father’s funeral.
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‘Turbo Timo’ Werner will spark Chelsea attack 
W

Hen Timo Wer-
ner seals his im-
minent move 
from RB Leipzig 

to Chelsea, the German’s tur-
bulent rise from national pa-
riah to one of the most feared 
forwards in european football 
will be complete.

Chelsea are willing to meet 
the €60 million ($68 million) 
release clause in Werner’s con-
tract despite the economic 
crisis caused by coronavirus.

But for the pandemic, Wer-
ner could have been lining up 
for Liverpool next season af-
ter the 24-year-old admitted 
to being flattered by jurgen 
Klopp’s interest.

However, Liverpool, con-
cerned by the financial fallout 
from the virus, were not willing 
to pay Werner’s release clause 
before it expired this month.

So instead Chelsea are set 
to add some much-needed 
firepower to Frank Lampard’s 
revamped attack next season.

The Germany international 
has scored 31 goals for Leipzig 
in all competitions this sea-
son, including four in five 
games since the Bundesliga 
returned last month.

Werner has already proved 
that he can trouble Premier 
League defences. He played 
an influential role as Leipzig 
thrashed Tottenham in the 
Champions League last 16, 
bagging the only goal of the 
first leg from the penalty spot.

Michael Ballack knows ex-
actly what it takes to shine in 
the Premier League after leav-
ing Germany and the former 
Chelsea and Bayern Munich 
midfielder believes that Wer-
ner has the qualities required 

to adapt to english football.
Ballack said: “I think it’s a 

good decision for both sides. 
For Timo, because he fits 
there, because the way [Chel-
sea] play football suits him.

“He is a robust player, is 
very fast, but he is also physi-
cally good in a duel and he 
will quickly get used to it.”

The fanfare around Werner 
comes just two years after his 
reputation had taken a major 
hit amid World Cup misery 

and diving accusations.
That storm was a far cry 

from Werner’s humble up-
bringing in Stuttgart, where 
his father Guenther Schuh 
played at the amateur level.

Mario Gomez, an icon at 
Stuttgart, was Werner’s hero 
as a child and fuelled his 
dreams of playing for his 
hometown club.

He fulfilled that ambition 
in 2013, becoming Stuttgart’s 
youngest ever debutant aged 

17 and their youngest scorer 
when he netted three times in 
his first 10 appearances.

‘You have to do more’
earning the nickname ‘Tur-

bo Timo’ because of his elec-
tric pace, which he attributes 
to running up mountains 
with his father as a child, Wer-
ner has been clocked at 11.1 
seconds over 100m.

He said: “When I was 
younger it quickly became 

clear to me that if you want to 
become a professional, you 
have to do more.”

Werner became the young-
est player to make 50 Bundes-
liga appearances, but despite 
his goals, Stuttgart were rel-
egated in 2016.

That convinced Werner to 
accept an offer to join newly-
promoted Leipzig – an un-
popular decision not just to 
the spurned Stuttgart faithful 
but German football public 

at large given the anger at 
Leipzig’s rise thanks to the 
backing of Red Bull.

Slammed for a lack of loyal-
ty, Werner found himself pub-
lic enemy number one when 
a blatant dive against Schalke 
enraged fans and pundits 
alike in 2016.

The unassuming Werner re-
built his confidence to head 
to the 2018 World Cup as Ger-
many’s leading striker, but 
failed to score in three games 
as the holders crashed out at 
the first hurdle for the first 
time since 1938.

Seeking help from a sports 
psychologist, Werner showed 
his maturity by using the back-
lash to fuel his development.

Werner told Focus maga-
zine at the time: “He told me 
that I could silence everyone 
who doesn’t like me by doing 
just one thing: scoring.”

Werner’s mission was quickly 
accomplished as his goals fired 
Leipzig into the Champions 
League, earning widespread 
admiration just months after he 
had been pilloried by the critics.

With 92 goals in all compe-
titions since joining Leipzig, 
Werner should add the goal 
threat Chelsea have often 
lacked this season.

After a blistering start to the 
campaign, Tammy Abraham’s 
form had stagnated before the 
virus lockdown, with an ankle 
injury hampering his progress.

Werner’s ability to cut in 
from the left or play through 
the middle offers options to 
complement Abraham and 
Olivier Giroud as Chelsea 
look to take the next step in 
their development under 
Lampard. AFP

RB Leipzig forward Timo Werner will soon be playing for Chelsea. The German has scored 31 goals in all competitions this season. pOOL/AFp

Tiger won’t, but plenty of talent will tee off on Thursday
TOP-LeVeL golf returns from its 
coronavirus shutdown on Thursday 
as the uS PGA Tour season resumes 
with a star-studded field at the 
Charles Schwab Challenge at Colo-
nial in Fort Worth, Texas.

AFP Sport looks at three talking 
points as the players prepare to go 
into battle for the first time since The 
Players Championship was aban-
doned in March.

Can’t see the Woods
Sixteen of the world’s top 20 will tee 

off on Thursday at Colonial Country 
Club, but Tiger Woods will not be 
among them.

The 15-time major winner last played 
on Tour in February at Riviera and 
missed the next four tournaments, 
including the Players, with a sore back.

The world no11 looked to have his 
game in top shape on May 24 when 
he and Peyton Manning defeated Phil 
Mickelson and Tom Brady in a char-
ity match.

But he may be saving his fragile body 
for the frantic revamped schedule in 
August and September, and so could 
return as late as jack nicklaus’s Memo-
rial Tournament on july 16, which Woods 
has never missed when healthy.

The Memorial could be the first of 
eight events in 10 weeks for the 
44-year-old.

The WGC Invitational is on july 
30-August 2, followed by the uS PGA 
Championship, three Fedex Cup 
playoff events, and September’s uS 
Open and Ryder Cup.

Woods needs one victory to set the 

all-time wins record having tied Sam 
Snead’s 82 PGA Tour victories at the Zozo 
Championship in japan in October.

‘Debutant’ Rory leads stellar cast
World no1 Rory McIlroy has been 

installed as favourite this week, 
despite never having played at Colo-
nial before.

He will be joined in the hunt by the 
rest of the world’s top five – jon Rahm, 
Brooks Koepka, justin Thomas and 
Dustin johnson – with Thomas anoth-
er to play the event for the first time.

But picking a winner is not easy – 
101 of the 148 players have PGA Tour 
wins under their belt, the strongest 
field in the event’s history.

The top three – McIlroy, Rahm and 
Koepka – will play together for the 
first two rounds in a stellar featured 
group that will have an odd feel in 
front of empty galleries.

no4 Thomas will play alongside his 
great pals jordan Spieth and Rickie 
Fowler in what could be a fun grouping 
for an expected large TV audience.

’Beef’ doesn’t mince words
While the return of the PGA Tour 

has been universally welcomed, the 
decision to restart the Official World 
Golf Rankings (OWGR) has not gone 
down so well.

Players at the Charles Schwab Chal-
lenge and a second-string Korn Ferry 
Tour event in the uS this week will be 
awarded ranking points. 

But the european Tour is not sched-
uled to return until late july and it will 
be September before the Asian Tour 

sees any action.
Players on those circuits, with no 

points-scoring opportunities, took to 
social media to vent their anger.

“Completely dumb from @OWGRltd 
but anyway least golf is starting,” 
fumed england’s Andrew ‘Beef’ john-
ston on Twitter.

Compatriot Matt Fitzpatrick, the 

world no25, chimed in: “Very unfair, 
can’t understand this!”

South Africa’s 165th-ranked Bran-
don Stone tweeted: “Find this very 
disrespectful to all other tours around 
the world.”

And Austria’s no26 Bernd Wiesberg-
er tweeted: “Agreed! either all Tours 
are playing for points or none!”

Officials from the OWGR claimed 
in a statement that the averaging for-
mula used to calculate rankings will 
help mitigate the problem.

But a row could be brewing, espe-
cially if a player on a suspended tour 
were to drop out of the all-important 
top 50 and miss out on a major or a 
lucrative WGC event as a result. AFP

Justin Thomas will make his first appearance at the Charles Schwab Challenge at Colonial Country Club in Texas on Thursday. AFp
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SPORTS footwear giant Ree-
bok International Ltd has de-
cided to end its partnership 
with CrossFit Inc later this 
year following an insensitive 
comment by the fitness or-
ganisation’s CeO concerning 
protests against racial injus-
tice roiling the uS.

Reebok on Sunday said it 
would make the move once 
it fulfils its current contract 
obligation as the title sponsor 
for the 2020 CrossFit Games.

“Recently, we have been in 
discussions regarding a new 
agreement, however, in light 
of recent events, we have 
made the decision to end our 
partnership with CrossFit 
HQ,” it said in a statement.

CrossFit CeO Greg Glass-
man tweeted “It’s FLOYD-19” 
on Saturday after the Institute 
for Health Metrics and evalu-
ation classified racism and 
discrimination as a public 
health issue.

Human rights groups ex-
pressed outrage at the tweet, 
calling it insensitive to the cur-
rent events and the death of 
George Floyd, a black man who 
died in police custody on May 

25 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Floyd was killed when of-

ficer Derek Chauvin, who is 
white, kneeled on his neck for 
nearly nine minutes. 

Chauvin has been charged 
with second-degree mur-
der and manslaughter, while 
three other officers have been 
charged with abetting murder 
and manslaughter. 

Reebok and CrossFit pre-
viously signed a deal that 
named the athletic footwear 
company as the title sponsor 
for the CrossFit Games.

Other affiliates like CrossFit 
Magnus also decided to cut ties 
with the Washington, DC-based 
global fitness organisation.

CrossFit Magnus spokes-
man nick Hurndon wrote in a 
social media post: “After eight 
years as a CrossFit affiliate we 
are ending our affiliation.

“We will no longer continue 
to ‘carry your water,’ as it is an-
tithetical to anything we stand 
for and only serves the contin-
uation of systemic racism.”

CrossFit has over 13,000 gyms 
in more than 120 countries and 
generates some $4 billion in 
annual revenues. AFP

Reebok cancels 
CrossFit contract 
over CeO tweets 

Manchester City and uefa 
kick off pivotal football case
M

AnCHeSTeR City’s 
appeal against a 
two-year ban from 
european football 

competition opened before the 
Court of Arbitration for Sport 
(Cas) on Monday by videocon-
ference, said a court official.

City are accused of overstat-
ing sponsorship revenue to 
hide their failure to comply with 
uefa’s financial fair-play (FFP) 
rules between 2012 and 2016. 
In addition to the ban, they 
were also fined €30 million.

Matthieu Reeb, the secre-
tary general of the Lausanne-
based Cas, said: “The hearing 
has started well and the video 
conference is working well.”

The remote hearing, which 
pits Manchester City against 
uefa lawyers, opened 9:00am 
local time and is scheduled to 
last three days before closing 
on Wednesday evening.

Reeb said a decision could 
be announced next month.

even if City’s appeal to Cas 
fails, the english champions 
could present a further appeal 
before the Swiss Federal Court, 
also based in Lausanne.

uefa’s case was prompted 
by a series of leaked emails 
published by German maga-
zine Der Spiegel in 2018 that 
seemed to show how City 
manufactured extra sponsor-
ship revenue from a series of 
companies with connections 
to the club’s Abu Dhabi-based 
owner Sheikh Mansour.

under the Sheikh’s own-
ership, City’s fortunes have 
been transformed, winning 
four Premier League titles in 
the past eight years.

However, the billions in-
vested in players and man-
agers have not yet delivered 
the club’s first Champions 
League title.

City are still involved in this 
season’s competition and 
will be allowed to compete 
should the 2019-2020 edition 
of the Champions League re-

turn in August, no matter the 
outcome of the appeal.

Another european power-
house, Italian club AC Milan, 
has already been excluded 
from european competitions 
for failing to comply with the 
FFP rules, after losing their ap-
peal to Cas in june last year.

A two-season ban from the 
competition would represent 
a huge blow to City’s prestige, 
finances and hope of keep-
ing manager Pep Guardiola 
and key players like Kevin De 
Bruyne and Raheem Sterling.

Last month, De Bruyne told 
Dutch language newspaper 
Het Laatste nieuws: “Two 
years would be long. One year 
is something I might be able 
to cope with.”

City banked €93 million 
from prize money and televi-
sion rights alone by reaching 
the quarter-finals of last sea-

son’s Champions League.
The further loss of gate re-

ceipts and commercial reve-
nue would make it extremely 
difficult for the club to meet 
FFP regulations without cut-
ting costs.

Harder line
City have steadfastly reject-

ed uefa’s allegations.
City Football Group CeO 

Ferran Soriano said: “Based 
on our experience and our 
perception, this seems to be 
less about justice and more 
about politics.”

uefa has been under pres-
sure, most publicly from La 
Liga president javier Tebas, to 
impose a harder line on clubs 
backed by states, such as 
City and Qatari-owned Paris 
Saint-Germain.

european football’s govern-
ing body also have plenty rid-

ing on the case. If they lose 
the appeal, the FFP regula-
tions would be undermined.

A delayed outcome would 
leave a cloud hanging over 
the return of the Premier 
League season.

City seem certain to secure 
Champions League qualifi-
cation on the field with a 12-
point lead over fifth-placed 
Manchester united.

If they are excluded, fifth 
would be good enough for the 
riches of next season’s Cham-
pions League, which are all 
the more valuable during the 
economic crisis caused by 
coronavirus.

just six points separate 
united from Crystal Palace 
in 11th, leaving plenty to play 
for in the final nine rounds of 
matches of the season once 
the Premier League restarts 
on june 17. AFP

Manchester City Head Coach Pep Guardiola will wait as his team faces a two-year ban from European football 
for allegedly violating Uefa’s fair-play rules. AFP

The CrossFit exercise organisation is under fire from partners and 
sponsors after its CEO posted an insensitive racial tweet. AFP

Saturday’s match between fierce rivals Port Adelaide and Adelaide will be open to over 2,000 AFL fans. AFP

Aussie Rules football welcomes 
spectators back to the oval pitch
THOuSAnDS of spectators 
will be able to attend an Aus-
tralian Rules football match 
this weekend as the competi-
tion resumes after its corona-
virus shutdown, officials 
announced on Tuesday.

Saturday’s match between 
fierce rivals Port Adelaide and 
Adelaide will be open to just 
over 2,000 AFL fans in the 
South Australian city – the big-
gest sports crowd in the coun-
try for months.

About 2,000 people will be 
permitted to sit in Adelaide 
Oval’s general admission 
area, and another 240 in pri-
vate rooms – well below the 

venue’s capacity of 53,000 
people, to meet social dis-
tancing requirements.

South Australian Premier 
Steven Marshall said numbers 
would increase “slowly and 
gradually” throughout the sea-
son to ensure fans’ safety.

“Football and crowds are back 
in South Australia,” he said.

“South Australia will be the 
first with a significant number 
of people at an AFL match and 
the first time we have had a 
significant crowd at any sport 
in Australia for months and 
months and months.

“I know sporting fans will be 
very grateful for that.”

The announcement comes a 
day after new Zealand’s Super 
Rugby Aotearoa announced 
that stadiums would be open 
to fans this weekend.

While many other sports 
competitions around the globe 
have announced plans to 
restart, the vast majority will be 
played either with no crowds or 
numbers severely restricted.

Some competitions have 
placed cardboard cutouts in 
seats to make the grounds 
appear less empt y, and 
broadcasters have piped in 
canned crowd noises in a bid 
to create a big-match atmos-
phere. AFP
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