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Hin Pisei 

A
N 80MW wind power in-
vestment project in Kampot 
province will be ready to 
deliver electricity as soon as 

the developer completes negotiating 
a power purchase agreement with 
state-run electricity supplier Elec-
tricite du Cambodge (EdC).

Ministry of Mines and Energy 
spokesman Victor Jona on Sunday 
said the developer, The Blue Circle 
(Cambodia) Co Ltd, is a subsidiary 
of Singapore-based The Blue Circle 
Pte Ltd, which was created by three 

French entrepreneurs – Olivier Dug-
uet, Jeff Perron and Gilles Beau.

The Blue Circle specialises in wind 
farms and is the largest provider of 
renewable energy in Southeast Asia. 
The company currently operates in 
many ASEAN countries, most nota-
bly in Vietnam.

Jona told The Post that The Blue 
Circle is negotiating a price with 
EdC, the last step before reaching a 
formal agreement to build the wind 
power station on Bokor Mountain in 
Kampot.

The project’s first phase will com-
prise 10 wind turbines with an 80MW 

capacity and has been discussed by 
the company and Cambodian author-
ities for more than half a year, he said.

“I believe that we’ll reach an agree-
ment soon … the ministry is hoping 
that both sides will meet each other 
half way. We’re always looking for-
ward to supporting more wind power 
and green energy projects like this in 
Cambodia,” said Jona.

He said the price being negotiated 
currently hovers at around $0.07 per 
kilowatt-hour (kWh). 

The EdC has been actively purchas-
ing power from local and foreign in-
vestment companies to meet the de-

mand for domestic usage.
Jona declined to comment on the 

average per-kilowatt-hour price at 
which the state had purchased elec-
tricity, but he said the cost varied de-
pending on the source, location, vol-
ume and circumstances surrounding 
the acquisitions.

The Blue Circle has also been work-
ing to further its presence in the re-
gion. Jona said: “I’ve heard that the 
company is planning to invest in 
hundreds of megawatts of wind pow-
er in Vietnam.”

Wind power on horizon

Man on run after burning partner
Kim Sarom

KANDAL provincial military police 
are searching for a man who alleg-
edly killed his girlfriend on Saturday 
by burning her in Chhvang commune, 
Ponhea Leu district, Kandal.

Ponhea Leu district Criminal Inves-
tigations Department chief Pinh Vuthy 
said on Sunday that the suspect, who 
fled from the police, is a newcomer to 
the area and his true identity has not 
been ascertained.

He said the suspect is supposedly 
a 51-year-old a construction worker 

who is known as Toeu and lives in Oral 
district, Kampong Speu.

“My officers are investigating to de-
tain this suspect but he is a bit hard to 
identify as he does not have a perma-
nent address in this village,” he said.

Vuthy said the victim had adult chil-
dren with previous husbands but they 
lived separately. She stayed with one 
daughter. The victim and the suspect 
lived together for less than one year 
but argued when he accused her of 
having an affair.

The daughter told police that on 
Saturday, while the victim was sleep-

ing, she saw a fire burning on her 
mother’s bed. She immediately ran 
from her bed to her mother’s bed and 
saw the suspect running away from 
the house.

The daughter told police she shout-
ed for help from her neighbours to put 
out the fire. The fire did not burn the 
house down. 

Chhvang commune chief Chea 
Sareth said on Sunday that after hear-
ing the victim’s daughter, villagers 
helped to put out the fire and took 
the woman to the Ponhea Leu district 
referral hospital.

India,China 
seek to solve 
border row 
‘peacefully’
INDIA and China have agreed to 
“peacefully resolve” the latest bor-
der flare-up that has heightened 
tensions between the nuclear-
armed neighbours, New Delhi said 
on Sunday, after a high-level meet-
ing between army commanders.

Tensions have flared in recent 
weeks between the two regional 
powers over their 3,500km fron-
tier, which has never been prop-
erly demarcated.

Thousands of troops from both 
countries are involved in the face-
off concentrated in India’s Ladakh 
region, just opposite Tibet.

“Both sides agreed to peacefully 
resolve the situation in the border 
areas in accordance with various 
bilateral agreements,” the foreign 
ministry said in a statement.

The ministry said the com-
manders agreed an “early resolu-
tion” was “essential” for bilateral 
relations between the world’s two 
most populous nations.

“Accordingly, the two sides will 
continue the military and diplo-
matic engagements to resolve the 
situation and ensure peace and 
tranquillity in the border areas,” 
the statement said.

There have been numerous 
face-offs and brawls between 
Chinese and Indian soldiers at the 
frontier, but they have become 
more frequent in recent years.

On May 9, several Indian and 
Chinese soldiers were injured in a 
high-altitude cross-border clash 
involving fists and stone-throw-
ing in Sikkim state.

The talks are believed to be the 
highest-level meeting since the 
Sikkim exchange. AFP

fatal drill
the wreckage of an Indonesian military Mi-17 helicopter is seen at a crash site in Kendal on saturday. four soldiers were killed and five 
others injured in a helicopter accident during a training exercise in Indonesia’s Central Java province. AFP
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Niem Chheng

THE Thai government has extended the 
stay for migrant workers from Cambodia, 
Laos and Myanmar until July 31, accord-
ing to a statement released by Thailand’s 
public relations department on Friday.

“The decision aims to prevent labour 
shortages and support economic revival 

after the situation has improved, and 
helps to prevent the spread of the Covid-
19,” the statement said.

It said the decision was made by the 
Thai Cabinet at a June 2 meeting follow-
ing a proposal by the Ministry of Labour.

Before the extension, the migrant 
workers were legally supposed to have 
left Thailand by June 1.

The extension applies to workers with 
work permits issued under a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MOU) on labour 
issues, and Cambodian and Myanmar 
workers who carry a border passes per 
Section 64 of the Thai law.

“After July 31, foreign workers must 
leave the Kingdom [of Thailand] within 
the period set in the announcement of 
the Ministry of Interior. Violators will 
face legal action,” the statement said.

Executive director for the Centre for 
Alliance of Labour and Human Rights 
(Central) Moeun Tola said on Sunday 
that migrant workers with expired visas 
will have them extended automatically. 
The extension will be granted only for 
those who migrated to work in Thailand 
legally.

The Thai government has extended 
the country’s lockdown until the end of 
June.

Tola said Thai authorities will give mi-
grant workers some extra time to renew 
their visas beyond July 31 before facing 
fines or deportation.

He said there are about two million 
Cambodia migrant workers in Thailand, 
20 per cent of whom are undocumented.

Cambodian Ministry of Labour and Vo-
cational Training spokesman Heng Sour 
could not be reached for comment.
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The Thai government has extended the stay for migrant workers from Cambodia, Laos and 
Myanmar until July 31. heng chivoan 

Khorn Savi

T
HE Ministry of Health 
on Saturday con-
firmed that another 
Cambodian-French 

man has tested positive for 
Covid-19 in the Kingdom.

It said he had travelled from 
England via Germany, France 
and South Korea and arrived 
in Cambodia on May 24. The 
new case brings the tally of 
confirmed cases in Cambo-
dia to 126.

In light of the most recent 
case, Prime Minister Hun Sen 
and the ministry on Sunday 
reminded citizens to remain 
vigilant against Covid-19 by 
continuing to regularly prac-
tice protective measures.

The ministry warned that 
new cases may appear around 
the country because of travel-
lers who don’t practice virus 
prevention techniques. 

It also said sporadic infec-
tions are difficult to predict and 
pose a risk to public health.  It 
has started observing citizens 
who travel for pleasure and at-
tend mass gatherings.

If citizens don’t practice 
prevention measures it could 
lead to a second wave of infec-
tions, the ministry stressed.

“The negligent attitude and 
pacifism of some citizens pose 
a risk to public health. Infec-
tions can occur at any place, 
at any time and under any cir-
cumstance. This may lead to a 
second wave of Covid-19 in-
fections in Cambodia,” it said. 

The ministry requested all 
citizens to continue washing 
their hands with soap, alcohol 
or gel frequently, in addition to 
wearing face masks or scarves 
and maintaining social dis-
tancing of at least 1.5m.

 It also reminded citizens to 
avoid mass gatherings such 
as weddings, national and re-
ligious festivities, fellowship 
meals, birthday parties and 

open-house ceremonies.
Elderly people, widows, 

children and those with 
chronic diseases have a high-
er risk of contracting the vi-
rus, the ministry said.

 In a Facebook post on Sun-
day, Hun Sen reminded citi-
zens to take an active role in 
preventing Covid-19, espe-
cially those who go on plea-
sure trips at resorts.

 He said citizens should al-
ways wear face masks and 
carry sanitation supplies 
when visiting markets, res-
taurants or hospitals.

 “Don’t take it lightly be-
cause our country has a low 
number of infections. This 
brutal Covid-19 is spreading 
throughout the world, and 
a vaccine hasn’t been made 
available yet. Everyone must 
be vigilant to protect their 
health,” he said.

 The ministry on Friday pre-
pared 10 waiting facilities for 
passengers arriving in Cam-
bodia by plane to streamline 

the quarantining process.
Previously passengers were 

taken to waiting facilities out-
side the Phnom Penh Interna-
tional Airport, such as the Cam-
bodian Air Force Headquarters, 
the Chak Angrae Kraom Health 
Centre and Hun Sen Champu-
vorn High School. 

The ministry said most of 
the country’s virus cases were 
imported from abroad and 
the government is attempting 
to ensure no new cases are 
imported. 

Ministry spokesperson Or 
Vandine told The Post on Sun-
day that of the country’s three 
international airports, only 
Phnom Penh had prepared 
waiting facilities for passen-
gers to be tested.

 “Sihanoukville Interna-
tional Airport will prepare  
[waiting facilities for sample 
analysis] soon and Siem Reap 
International Airport has yet 
to have any inbound interna-
tional flights. But if there is, 
we plan to prepare the same 

there too,” she said.
The ministry confirmed that 

as of May 16, 3,637 flight pas-
sengers had their samples tak-
en as they entered the country. 

Since January, more than 
21,000 people have been test-
ed for Covid-19.

 Cambodia Airport Commu-
nications and public relations 
director Khek norinda told 
The Post that during May, the 
three international airports 
combined to handle a daily 
average of 585 passengers – a 
drop of 98 per cent compared 
to May of last year.

He said most of the flight 
routes were to and from Chi-
nese cities, Seoul (Korea) and 
domestic trips between Siha-
noukville and Siem Reap.

“After almost a week into 
June, there has been no posi-
tive change in passenger traf-
fic at the three airports. 

From June 1-6, the number 
of passengers decreased by 
97 per cent from last June” he 
said.

Prime Minister Hun Sen and the Ministry of Health on Sunday reminded citizens to remain vigilant after a 
new case of Covid-19 was announced . ministry of health

Hun Sen calls for vigilance
as new Covid-19 case found

Thai migrant visas extended through July

A Military Police officer and his lover were detained for trafficking 
2kg of methamphetamines and 8kg of marijuana. police

Anti-drug officer 
arrested in meth 
trafficking case
Kim Sarom

THE Ministry of Interior’s An-
ti-Drug Department will send 
a Military Police officer and 
his lover to the Phnom Penh 
Municipal Court on Monday 
after they were detained on 
June 4 for trafficking 2kg of 
methamphetamines and 8kg 
of marijuana.

Anti-Drug Department 
deputy director In Song told 
The Post on Sunday that the 
suspects are the chief of the 
Takeo provincial Military Po-
lice anti-drug trafficking of-
fice, Chhun Somethea, and 
his lover Ken Chanry.

They were both questioned 
by police before a decision 
was made. “On Monday, I will 
send them to the municipal 
court to proceed with legal 
procedure,” Song said.

The two were detained on 
June 4 at the Sokimex petrol 
station in the capital’s Stung 
Meanchey commune, in 
Meanchey district, after au-
thorities found the metham-
phetamine and marijuana in 

their car.
Police also searched 

Somethea’s house in Tram 
Kak district’s Leay Bor com-
mune in Takeo province and 
seized two guns, a weighing 
scale and two packages of 
marijuana weighing 8kg.

Chanry’s rented room in 
the same commune was also 
checked and a security cam-
era, three vehicle licence 
plates and two vehicle identi-
fication cards were retrieved. 

In a separate case on Sat-
urday, Chinese national He 
Yiri, 56, was detained by the 
anti-drug department for 
possessing drug-producing 
equipment in a rented room 
in Phnom Penh.

Yiri was detained in front 
of Sophea condo in Boeung 
Keng Kang district’s Boeung 
Keng Kang I commune. Po-
lice said this is where Yiri 
intended to set up his drug-
producing operation.

Song said his authorities 
will send Yiri to the Phnom 
Penh Municipal Court on 
Monday. 
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japan gives $41M in new aid
Voun Dara

jAPAn has increased its Offi-
cial Development Assistance 
(ODA) Grant by approximately 
45 million Yen ($41 million) for 

three projects – the improvement of 
referral hospitals in Siem Reap prov-
ince, human resource development 
scholarship and economic and so-
cial development programmes.

The move comes in response to a 
request from the government.

A press release issued by the japa-
nese embassy on Friday said the 
projects were discussed between 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Prak Sok-
honn and japanese Ambassador 
Masahiro Mikami.

According to the press release, the 
japanese government will provide 
$3.2 million in human resource de-
velopment scholarships for young 
government officials to receive de-
grees from graduate schools in ja-
pan.

Approximately $20 million will go 
towards the improvement of refer-
ral hospitals in Siem Reap province 
and $18.4 million to economic and 
social development programmes to 
prevent the spread of Covid-19. 

Sokhonn said at the signing cer-
emony on May 24 that japan has pro-
vided grants and concession credits 
totalling $310 million to expand water 
supply systems, clear mines and for 
mine-related victims, social-econom-
ic development programmes, and 
improvements to national Road 5.

“While countries around the 
world, including japan, are facing 
extreme difficulty and uncertainty 
due to the spread of Covid-19, the 
government of japan is still com-
mitted to supporting the long-term 
development of Cambodia.

The donations today will improve 
the well-being and quality of our 
human resources to achieve our 
economic diversification in trans-
forming Cambodia into an upper-

medium income country [by] 2030,” 
Sokhonn said.

On behalf of the Cambodian 
government and people, Sokhonn 
thanked the japanese government 
and people profoundly for the new 
ODA, in addition to generous aid 
provided to Cambodia since the be-
ginning of the 1990s.

Mikami said the world is facing an 
unprecedented threat from Covid-
19 and international collaborations 
were important and indispensable. 
The virus has seriously affected so-
cieties and economies, he said.

“japan has until now spearhead-
ed international efforts to achieve 
global health insurance.

“Considering that Covid-19 is af-
fecting countries which have weak 
health systems, I highlight the impor-
tance of strengthening health systems 
in all countries, not just measures to 
prevent symptoms. Our commitment 
is based on this idea and the needs of 
Cambodia,” Mikami said.

Voun Dara

THe Ministry of environment and 
the un Development Programme 
have selected five protected areas to 
receive small unDP Global environ-
ment Facility grants to develop com-
munities in the Kingdom.

The ministry’s community liveli-
hoods department deputy director 
Kim Sarin told The Post on Sunday 
that the decision was made at a june 
5 meeting with the national assess-
ment committee for unDP’s small-
scale projects.

The five communities include the 
nam Lea Mountain protected areas 
in Mondulkiri Province; Yorn Centre 
in Mondulkiri; Raing Khvav, a pro-
tected area in Pursat Province; Tum 
Por Mountain in Pursat, and the 
Choam Pen protected community 
in Preah Vihear Province.

“However, the Tum Por Mountain 
protected area and the Choam Pen 
protected community will have to 
meet conditions required by the 
Ministry of environment for permis-
sion to expand the community for-
est area on the site which is planned 
for natural tourism,” Sarin said.

Khieu Borin, director-general of the 
ministry’s local community, said on 
Sunday that the unDP’s financing 
programme for community develop-
ment was aligned with the Ministry 
of environment’s policy to improve 
people’s lives.

He said it will allow them to en-
gage in protecting the environment 

and natural resources while earning 
a living.

“For the people to take care of and 
preserve the environment, we have 
to find new options that allow them 
to earn a medium and short-term 
income with agroforestry-related 
jobs like cultivating crops, raising 
chickens, fish and bees, and finding 
a market for them,” he said.

Borin said the Ministry of environ-
ment has established 174 community 
protected areas across the Kingdom 
and is continuing to urge more com-
munity creation in other areas.

each year, unDP’s small-grant 
programme for community develop-
ment contributes about $50,000 per 
community for a year-and-a-half.

The Ministry of environment’s 
secretary of state and spokesman 
neth Pheaktra said the creation of 
community protected areas was to 
ensure a dialogue between the com-
munities and the government in ex-
changing ideas.

He said they will seek joint solu-
tions, join together in the protection 
and conservation of natural resources 
and maintain the tangible and intan-
gible cultural and traditional heritage 
and establish eco-tourism to boost lo-
cal economies.

“The government and the minis-
try want to see the smiles and the 
strong solidarity of the community 
people. We want to see the children 
educated, economies flourish and 
natural resources protected for the 
coming generations,” he said.

unDP funds slated 
for five communities

The UNDP’s financing programme for community development is aligned with the 
Ministry of Environment’s policy to improve people’s lives. environment ministry

Japanese Ambassador Masahiro Mikami and Minister of Foreign Affairs Prak Sokhon sign the agreement for the ODA grant that 
provides $41 in assistance to fight coronavirus. foreign ministry
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new committee 
created to protect 
Koh Kong Krao
Long Kimmmarita

P
RIMe Minister Hun Sen has 
created a committee tasked 
with monitoring Koh Kong 
SeZ Co Ltd’s development 

of Koh Kong Krao island in Koh Kong 
province’s Koh Kapi commune.

The Council of Ministers first an-
nounced the development project 
on june 14, 2019, according to Hun 
Sen’s announcement on june 4.

There will be 10 committee mem-
bers tasked with assessing Koh Kong 
Krao. Minister of environment Say 
Sam Al will be the committee director.

Minister attached to the Prime 
Minister and secretary-general of the 
Council for the Development of Cam-
bodia (CDC) Sok Chenda Sophea will 
be appointed the committee’s deputy 
director, said the announcement. 

“This committee is responsible 
for checking Koh Kong SeZ Co Ltd’s 
whole plan for Koh Kong Krao’s de-
velopment,” it said.

Ministry of environment spokes-
man neth Pheaktra said on Sunday 
that he could not comment on the 
matter.

According to a ministry press con-
ference on june 3, the government 
has been focusing on protecting and 
conserving the Koh Kong Krao area 
by sending experts to investigate 

and prepare documents and data 
since 2016.

The ministry plans to convert Koh 
Krong Krao into a marine national 
park in 2021 because it is a natural 
area rich in biodiversity and beauti-
ful beaches.

On june 1, 10 youths took off on 
their bicycles from Koh Kong bound 
for Phnom Penh in an attempt to peti-
tion the government to designate Koh 
Kong Krao as a protected area by law.

But when they reached Trapaing 
Roung commune on june 2, provin-
cial authorities stopped them and 
seized their bicycles. 

A youth who joined the “Rescue 
Koh Krong Krao” bike ride, Suon 
Chamroeun, told The Post on Sun-
day that his team had concern and 
doubt about the government’s deci-
sion to grant the island to a private 
company for development.

Chamroeun said it is still uncer-
tain what measures the government 
and the ministry will implement to 
protect the island.

He said: “We are still concerned be-
cause, in our mind, development means 
destruction. It is a concern we have for 
the future because Koh Kong SeZ Co 
Ltd’s specific plan is still blurry.” 

He said activists will continue to 
fight for measures to be implement-
ed to protect the area.

Soth Koemsoeun

THe national election Com-
mittee (neC) met with the 
Committee for Free and Fair 
elections in Cambodia (Com-
frel) to discuss the audit of the 
2019 voter list. 

While Comfrel presented 
evidence of name repetition 
on the voter list, it confirmed 
the list was almost 100 per 
cent accurate and requested 
that overseas voter registra-
tion offices be established.

A Friday neC press release 
said Comfrel found the qual-
ity of the voter lists to be good 
and that 99.7 per cent of voters 
were present at the same loca-
tion as the voter list, an indica-
tion of the quality of the list.

There were 44 incidents of 
name repetition. The neC ac-
knowledged the numbers to be 
true but said the repeated names 
were due to confusion caused by 
different types of ID cards.

neC said there were also cases 
of twins with the same ID card 
number, but different types of ID 
cards, according to the release.

neC spokesman Dim So-
vannarom said on Sunday 
that despite those reports, 
Comfrel requested to create 
an overseas voter office. How-
ever, the neC said it could not 
be done because there is no 
provision for it under Article 
50 of the election law. 

“The neC shall delegate 
power to the commune and 
district councils to fulfil their 
representative roles in the ex-

amination of the voter registra-
tion lists,” Sovannarom said. 

“According to Article 51 of the 
election law, to register to vote, 
people must appear at their 
commune office or anywhere in 
the commune where they are liv-
ing as determined by the neC.

“People who are not in Cam-
bodia do not have commune 
and district councils,” he said.

Comfrel asked the neC to 
talk to the national Assembly 
to amend the election law.

“In this regard, let me say 
that the neC is a purely le-
gal and technical institution 
and that it has the authority 
to report only to the national 
Assembly as stated in Article 
10 of the Law on the Organi-
sation and Functioning of the 
neC,” Sovannarom said. 

Kang Savang, a monitor 
with Comfrel, said on Sunday 
that the repetition of names 
on voter rolls could be caused 
by technical problems and the 
neC should find new ways to 
avoid confusion on voter lists. 

“What we do know is that 
the techniques and proce-
dures are not a barrier to 
overseas polling stations if 
the neC can verify names 
without the person present 
as long as they have proper 
documentation. 

“The question is whether 
the law allows us to open 
overseas voter registration of-
fices or not. Therefore, neC 
must discuss with the nation-
al Assembly about reforming 
this voter law,” he said.

Group calls for 
oversees voting

Fish feed
A man prepares duckweeds to be used as fish feed in Phnom Penh’s Meanchey distict. HENG CHIVOAN
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GMAC: eC didn’t reject eBA delay
May Kunmakara
 

T
He Garment Manu-
facturers Associa-
tion in Cambodia 
(GMAC) on Sunday 

denied a news report that the 
european Commission had 
rejected its request to post-
pone the withdrawal of the 
eBA scheme for 12 months.

The japanese Nikkei Asian 
Review reported on Saturday 
that Cambodia’s garment in-
dustry, already pummeled by 
the coronavirus pandemic, is 
set for a “one-two punch” af-
ter the european union sig-
nalled it will not suspend its 
decision to curb the scheme 
for the sector.

In an email to the publica-
tion, the european Commis-
sion (eC) said Cambodia’s path 
to retaining its full eBA status 
was through showing “signifi-
cant progress” in improving 
political and civil rights.

Should that happen, “the 
Commission may review its 
decision and reinstate tariff 
preferences under the eBA 
arrangement”. The statement 
said the eu’s core concerns 
include the reinstatement 
of the-now banned politi-
cal opposition party and the 
dropping of treason charges 
against its leader.

GMAC secretary-general 
Ken Loo said he did not have 
full access to the news report, 
but that since the article 
didn’t specify a source – but 

just quoted an anonymous 
source – it did not represent 
the eC’s conclusion. 

“We just presented the ap-
peal to the eC, and so far 
we have not gotten any re-
sponse. Our appeal is based 
on economic and social rea-
sons and implications.  not 
on other factors,” he said. 

eu Ambassador to Cam-
bodia Carmen Moreno did 
not reply to The Post by press 
time on Sunday. 

A joint-statement between 
GMAC, the Cambodia Foot-
wear Association (CFA) and 

european Chamber of Cam-
bodia in Cambodia (euro-
Cham) that was submitted to 
the eC on june 2, said some 
250 Cambodian apparel, 
footwear and travel goods 
factories have had to sus-
pend operations, impacting 
more than 130,000 workers 
in the sector.

In the first quarter of 2020, 
the letter said, many buyers 
had cancelled orders after 
they were completed or while 
they were in process. It is es-
timated that in the second 
quarter of the year, trade will 

likely fall by 50 to 60 per cent 
compared to last year.

“The undersigned associa-
tions request the european 
Commission to postpone the 
withdrawal of eBA benefits 
for at least 12 months (un-
til August 2021) to allow the 
sector to recover from the 
devastation of the Covid-19 
pandemic,” the letter said.

The eu is Cambodia’s larg-
est trading partner, account-
ing for 45 per cent of exports 
in 2018. exports to the eu 
single market reached €4.9 
billion ($5.5 billion) in 2018 – 

almost double the €2.5 billion 
recorded in 2013.

More than 95 per cent of 
exports entered the eu mar-
ket under eBA tariff prefer-
ences. Overall, Cambodia 
is the second largest user 
of eBA preferences, behind 
only Bangladesh.

In February, the european 
Commission announced 
the partial withdrawal of the 
everything But Arms (eBA) 
scheme, which is expected to 
affect one-fifth or €1 billion of 
Cambodia’s annual exports to 
the eu’s 27-nation bloc.

Soth Koemsoeun 

THe norwegian government 
will provide $5 million over 
the next five years to Cam-
bodia through its norwegian 
People’s Aid (nPA) organisa-
tion to assist with landmine 
clearance operations in the 
country.

Senior Minister Ly Thuch 
who is also Cambodian Mine 
Action and Victim Assistance 
Authority (CMAA) first vice-
president said the nPA will 
release $1 million each year 
until 2025.

Thuch said: “In addition to 
norway, we have the uS, Aus-
tralia, japan, Germany, Brit-

ain, China, Ireland, Canada, 
Switzerland and several other 
countries that have assisted 
in mine clearance activities in 
Cambodia.”

new Zealand and South Ko-
rea will also begin providing 
mine-clearing assistance in 
2021 for the first time. new Zea-
land has pledged $10 million in 
aid, according to Thuch.

He said since it started 
working in Cambodia in 1993, 
the nPA has spent over $20 
million clearing mines and 
returning land to thousands.

It has also developed human 
resource skills in its workforce 
and trained dogs to identify 
mines – both of which have 

increased Cambodia’s mine-
clearing capacity.

Thuch said the nPA is the 
first mine-clearing organisa-
tion in the world to use dogs 
to discover mines.

The nPA’s Facebook said 
it and the Cambodian Mine 
Action Centre (CMAC) col-
laborated to clear a total of 
5,651,247m2 of land which had 
been contaminated with unex-
ploded ordnances (uXOs).

The land was handed back to 
the communities, directly ben-
efiting 750 people. CMAC and 
nPA destroyed 3,621 uXOs and 
7kg of small arms ammunition 
during clearance and survey 
operations, it said.

nPA to ramp up uXO aid
NPA director Zlatko Vezilic (left) meets with Senior Minister Ly Thuch. cmaa

Some 250 Cambodian apparel, footwear and travel goods factories have had to suspend operations, impacting more than 130,000 workers. hong menea

Minisry warns 
citizens of 
five major                   
cybercrimes 
in Cambodia

THE Information Technology 
Department of the Ministry of 
Interior has identified five ma-

jor cybercrimes prevalent in Cambo-
dia – Facebook hacking, social media 
defamation, money fraud, malware 
attacks and systems hacking.

The department warned citizens 
after it uncovered several cases on 
Friday.

It said: “Please be careful and learn 
about the various risks of technolo-
gies.”

Citizens were directed to the 
department’s Facebook page, where 
they can directly ask department offi-
cials questions if they wanted to learn 
more about technological risks.

The ministry hosted a meeting 
on June 2 with relevant institutions, 
including the Department of Informa-
tion Technology, to continue reviewing 
a draft law to tackle cybercrimes.

The ministry’s secretary of state 
Bun Hun, who was also present, said: 
“The meeting reviewed, discussed 
and revised 12 articles and today 
[Sunday] it will continue reviewing 
and discussing the last articles of 
Chapter 4.”

The ministry said the law consists 
of seven chapters and 48 articles and 
was first discussed in 2016. It is aimed 
at safeguarding security and public 
order as well as protecting the rights 
and freedoms of citizens.

Department director Hor Sam Ath 
could not be reached for comment on 
Sunday.Voun Dara



Continued from page 1

In the Kingdom, the com-
pany has surveyed three lo-
cations in Kampot, Preah 
Sihanouk, and Mondulkiri 
provinces, he said.

Neam Kopy, the CEO of en-
vironmental consulting firm 
CES Co Ltd, told The Post that 
wind power is an attractive 
energy source that does not 
have the environmental bur-
den of fossil-fuel and coal-
fired power stations.

Wind energy extraction is 

on the rise in Europe and de-
veloped countries, he said. 
“As an environmentalist, I 
am thrilled with investment 
in this type of energy and I 
strongly support it.”

Enhancing energy invest-
ment is necessary, but envi-
ronmental considerations are 
also necessary, said Kopy.

A ministry report said the 
Kingdom produced a total of 
11.261 million kWh of elec-
tricity last year, up 21 per 
cent from 9.427 million kWh 
in 2018.

Environmentalists rejoice 
as wind farm set to lift off
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j Trust, ministry team up

Opec, allies agree to extend deep output cuts

May Kunmakara

j 
Trust Royal Bank Ltd, the King-
dom’s largest japanese-owned 
financial institution and a 
majority shareholder of ANZ 

Royal Bank (Cambodia) Ltd, has an-
nounced that it will collaborate with 
the Ministry of Public Works and 
Transport to facilitate payments of 
transaction fees for citizens.

A group of delegates led by Na-
rita Hang Chuon, head of corporate 
banking at j Trust Royal Bank, met 
with Minister Sun Chanthol on Fri-
day and unveiled the plan.

Chanthol welcomed the collabo-
ration with the bank and said the 
ministry has been cooperating with 
other financial institutions to pro-
vide locations where citizens can 
pay fees.

“The Ministry of Public Works 
and Transport is open to coopera-
tion with any financial institutions 
in Cambodia to provide better ser-
vices to the people. Streamlining 
the public service fee payments can 
save time and reduce unnecessary 
expenses for the people,” he said.

He urged the bank to work with 
the ministry’s information and 

communications technology (ICT) 
department and the public relations 
department to further speed up the 
work task of connecting systems be-
tween the bank and the ministry.

j Trust Royal Bank, a subsidiary 
of the Tokyo-based j Trust Group, 
completed the acquisition of a 55 
per cent stake in ANZ Royal Bank in 
August last year.

ANZ Royal Bank was established in 
Cambodia in 2005 as a joint venture 
between ANZF and Royal Group Fi-
nance Co Ltd, which is a subsidiary 
of local conglomerate Royal Group 
of Companies Ltd.

Niem Chheng

THE Ministry of Tourism has an-
nounced new safety guidelines 
and codes of conduct for tourism 
businesses to prevent the spread of 
Covid-19 and revive the sector. 

The ministry will now require 
tourism businesses to be trained in 
Covid-19 response techniques.

The new guidelines also lay out 
additional conditions for all tour-
ism businesses that plan on renew-
ing their business licences. Failures 
to do so will result in an immediate 
suspension of their licence.

The ministry is also requiring all 
staff working in tourism businesses 
to be trained in the Tourism Capaci-
ty Building Programme in Response 
to Covid-19. 

The training will be provided on-
line and require advance registra-
tion. At the end of the training, a test 
will be given to evaluate the employ-
ees’ knowledge.

Minister Thong Khon said the 
training shall be held to coincide 
with the re-emergence of domes-
tic and international travel and the 
gradual reopening of tourism busi-
nesses. 

He said tourism services had 
closed primarily due to peoples’ fear 
of Covid-19.

The new rules and training pro-
gramme are meant to extinguish these 
fears by ensuring tourism employees 
have the knowledge and capacity to 
prevent the spread of the virus. 

Khong said last month, around 
600,000 local and foreign tourists 
had travelled within the country.

He said some private companies 
had already implemented measures 
to prevent the spread of the virus 
in cooperation with the Ministry of 
Health, but others still had to con-
form to the new guidelines. 

He said the new rules will be pub-
lished within 20 days and businesses 
will have 20 days from the publication 
date to implement them before the 
ministry starts conducting reviews.

“If they still don’t implement [af-
ter being warned], we will suspend 
their licence for a while and let them 
adjust. After they have adjusted, we 
will give their licence back,” he said.

He said tourism businesses such 
as hotels, guesthouses, resorts and 
tourism transportation providers 
which implement the measures will 
receive a certificate to be displayed 
for visitors. 

Cambodia Association of Travel 
Agents president Chay Sivlin wel-
comed the new measures. She ex-
pects them to instil confidence in 
tourists and promote tourism busi-
nesses as they try to recover from a 
pandemic-induced slump.

Suy Veth, the project director of 
tourism at Discova, a travel agency 
in Siem Reap province, said the 
tourism industry there had been se-
riously affected by Covid-19.

He said the focus on hygiene and 
other safety measures will prevent 
Covid-19 and other diseases.

Veth said if the Kingdom’s tourism 
businesses can effectively imple-
ment the guidelines, international 
tourists will realise that travelling to 
Cambodia poses a low risk of catch-
ing Covid-19.

MEMBERS of the Organisa-
tion of the Petroleum Export-
ing Countries (Opec), led by 
Saudi Arabia, and other key oil 
producers agreed on Saturday 
to extend historic output cuts 
through next month, as oil 
prices tentatively recover and 
coronavirus lockdowns ease.

The 13-member cartel and 
its allies, notably Russia, de-
cided to extend by a month 
deep May and june cuts 
agreed in April to boost pric-
es, Opec said in a statement.

But Mexico, which had al-
ready made clear ahead of the 
talks that it “could not adjust . . . 
production further”, announced 
that it would not be complying.

Oil prices have plummeted 
as a result of falling demand 
as countries around the world 
impose strict lockdowns to 
stop the spread of the new 
coronavirus.

Opec said: “All participating 
countries . . . agreed the option 
of extending the first phase of 
the production adjustments 
pertaining in May and june 
by one further month.”

under the terms of the April 
agreement, Opec and the 

so-called Opec Plus (Opec+) 
pledged to cut output by 
9.7 million barrels per day 
(mbpd) from May 1 until the 
end of june.

The cuts were then to be 
gradually eased from july, to 
7.7mbpd until December.

Opec+ comprises the car-
tel’s member nations plus 
10 extra crude producers – 
Russia, Mexico, Kazakhstan, 
Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Brunei, 
Malaysia, Oman, Sudan and 
South Sudan.

Algerian Minister of Energy 
and Mining Mohamed Arkab, 
who currently holds Opec’s 
rotating presidency, told AFP 
that the agreed cut for july was 
9.6mbpd, just slightly below the 
9.7mbpd for May and june.

Oil ministers from key pro-
ducers will meet monthly to as-
sess the agreement, he added.

uS Secretary of Energy Dan 
Brouillette welcomed the ex-
tension of cuts.

“I applaud OPEC-plus for 
reaching an important agree-
ment today which comes at 
a pivotal time as oil demand 
continues to recover and 
economies reopen around 

the world,” he said in a tweet.
Analysts had expected the 

May-june cuts to be extended 
by at least another month, if 
not longer.

Although more countries 
around the world are gradu-
ally moving out of lockdown, 
crude consumption has not 
returned to pre-confinement 
levels, which were already 
comparatively low.

“Today’s deal is a positive 
development and, unless a 
second Covid-19 wave hits the 
world, it will be the backbone of 
a quick recovery for the energy 
industry,” said Bjornar Tonhau-
gen of Norwegian-based ener-
gy research and business intel-
ligence firm Rystad Energy AS, 
referring to a feared fresh wave 
of new coronavirus infections.

“The 9.7mbpd produc-
tion cuts were already work-
ing, extending them an extra 
month will tighten [the] mar-
ket more quickly,” said Ann-
Louise Hittle of uK-based oil 
and gas consultants.

A bone of contention ahead 
of the meeting had been the 
willingness of each country to 
abide by the agreed produc-

tion quotas.
Paris-based data intelligence 

company Kpler SAS said Opec+ 
reduced output by around 
8.6mbpd in May, less than 
planned, with Iraq and Nigeria 
seen as the most resistant.

Opec said all meeting par-
ticipants agreed on Saturday 
that countries that failed to 
comply fully so far were will-
ing to make up for it in july, 
August and September.

Nevertheless, it was pre-
cisely that earlier failure that 
led Mexico on Saturday to re-
fuse to extend its cuts. 

“There are other countries 
that extended the cuts to july. We 
told them no, that we are main-
taining the agreement signed 
in April. There is no problem,” 
Mexico’s Secretary of Energy 
Rocio Nahle told reporters dur-
ing a visit to a petrochemical 
plant in Veracruz state.

She said Mexico “fully re-
spected” the original agree-
ment, under which it agreed 
to cut production by 100,000 
barrels a day in May and june, 
but other countries “did not 
respect it”, without specifying 
which ones. AFP

Guidelines for tourism 
businesses unveiled

Minister of Public Works and Transport Sun Chanthol said the ministry has been cooperating with other financial institutions to 
provide locations where citizens can pay fees. AGENCE KAMPUCHEA PRESSE

The Kingdom produced a total of 11.261 million kWh of electricity last 
year, up 21 per cent from 9.427 million kWh in 2018. THE BLUE CIRCLE



VIETNAMESE Minister of In-
dustry and Trade Tran Tuan 
Anh said trade barriers, in-
cluding tariff and non-tariff 
restrictions, should be lim-
ited to restore the economies 
of ASEAN members amid the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Anh on Thursday chaired 
an online meeting between 
economic ministers in South-
east Asia and China, Japan 
and South Korea (ASEAN Plus 
Three), discussing ways to 
boost regional economic co-
operation and supply chain 
connectivity amid the com-
plicated and unpredictable 
Covid-19 pandemic.

At the meeting, participants 
discussed building platforms to 
facilitate existing trade to pro-
mote and support supply chain 
connectivity in the region and 
leveraging technology and digi-
tal commerce to support and 
allow businesses, especially mi-
cro, small and medium-sized 
enterprises (MSMEs), to con-
tinue operations.

With the adoption of the Ha-
noi Action Plan, which is based 
on the joint statement of ASEAN 
Economic Ministers in March, 
the participants agreed to 
maintain commitments to en-
sure food security and enhance 
resilience and sustainability of 
the regional supply chain.

Anh said the ministers 
agreed on a number of impor-
tant measures to ensure the 
flow and transport of essential 
goods, serving the daily needs 
of the people such as food 

items and medical products, 
as well as ensuring smooth 
supply chains between ASEAN 
and partner countries. 

Participants at the meet-
ing agreed that it was a very 
important time as the global 
and regional economy face 
requirements to restructure.

All countries agreed to focus 
on the path of intra-regional 
cooperation, creating a highly 
competitive area to attract in-
vestment, restructure the econ-
omy, and develop the market 
where barriers including tariffs 
and non-tariff were limited.

The meeting also discussed 
efforts to make full use of the 
Rice Reserve Fund and seek 
the possibility to develop a 
stockpile of essential medical 
supplies and equipment.

They also discussed ways to 
promote customs cooperation to 

facilitate the clearance of goods 
at border gates while protecting 
people from virus infection.

As ministers said the pan-
demic was still the main con-
cern and could be back at 
year-end, they agreed to con-
tinue fighting and prevent-
ing the virus by coordinating 
closely to ensure effective 
socio-economic cooperation 
programmes.

Anh said: “All countries are 
taking into account measures 
to revive the economy, ensuring 
the interests of each country as 
well as partner countries.”

“All partnerships, whether 
within ASEAN or with ASEAN 
partners, are extremely impor-
tant for economic development 
. . . only cooperation can bring 
about high efficiency and stable 
development of each country.” 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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As the Covid-19 pandemic continues its 
grim march across the world, national 
leaders are designing stimulus pack-
ages to mitigate the risks facing their 
economies and social welfare systems.

In Cambodia, the government has 
introduced the $2 billion fourth round 
of stimulus measures aimed at ensur-
ing economic and social stability.

The move is designed to help busi-
nesses, factories and enterprises – es-
pecially small and medium-sized en-
terprises – to stay afloat while reducing 
the burden on poor people through 
social assistance programmes.

claire Honore Hollweg, senior 
country economist for the World 
Bank in Cambodia, sat down with 
The Post’s May Kunmakara to dis-
cuss the impact of the pandemic, lo-
cal government’s policy response and 
the World Bank’s role in assisting na-
tional leaders around the globe.

What is the World Bank’s overview 
of Cambodia’s economy in the age 
of Covid-19, given its high degree of 
reliance on exports? 

Like other countries in the region, 
Cambodia is an open economy to 
international trade and investment. 
Growth and global integration have 
gone hand in hand, where growth 
has been sustained by high exports 
of goods and services (including 
tourism) and steady flows of foreign 
capital.

The global shock triggered by 

the Covid-19 pandemic is being 
propagated through falling global 
demand, supply chain disruptions, 
financial market volatility and lower 
domestic economic activity. It has 
significantly impacted Cambodia, 
hitting hard most of Cambodia’s 
main drivers of growth.

After facing shortages of raw ma-
terials, the garment industry is now 
facing a global demand shock amid 
declining export orders. The tour-
ism sector has been hit hardest by 
the outbreak, where international 
arrivals have fallen dramatically.

There are signs that the construc-

tion and real estate sectors, which 
rely heavily on foreign direct invest-
ment, have also slowed.

What is your take on the govern-
ment’s fiscal response focusing on 
giving new impetus to the Kingdom’s 
most affected sectors, such as gar-
ments, tourism, and aviation?  

In the absence of significant miti-
gation measures, the Covid-19 pan-
demic threatens to reverse years of 
development gains in Cambodia. 
The government is responding 
through targeted support to man-
age the current impact in affected 

sectors and to ensure economic and 
social stability.

Tax incentives will help provide im-
mediate relief to firms in key economic 
sectors affected by the Covid-19 crisis 
to help weather the storm and main-
tain employment levels of their staff.

But they are only one component 
of the broader reform package that 
provides timely and targeted relief 
to the affected population that also 
includes households and workers.

And what is your take on the govern-
ment’s Social Relief Programme in 
the pipeline which is said will trans-
fer some money to the most affected 
or vulnerable households, provide 
short-term training and reskilling 
programmes for affected workers, 
and allow them to run small busi-
nesses? 

During times of economic down-
turn, as the current one, strong so-
cial assistance measures can help 
prevent people from falling into 
poverty. We agree that the govern-
ment measures to help the most af-
fected people are the right thing to 
do for the immediate economic re-
lief and public health projection.

Development of a crisis-adaptive 
social assistance system is similarly a 
hallmark of a resilient economy, and 
social assistance and training and 
reskilling, in addition to mitigating 
immediate shocks, can promote hu-
man capital development, bolstering 
long-term productivity and growth.

What policies does the World Bank 
recommend to support the economy 
in the post-Covid-19 world, and what 
has it done to help thus far?

The report recommends that policy 
options in response to the Covid-19 
outbreak aim to provide immediate 
and urgent economic relief and pub-
lic health protection, underpin an 
economic recovery in the short term, 
and foster macro-fiscal and social re-
silience in the medium term.

The World Bank is supporting 
Cambodia to effectively deal with 
the Covid-19 crisis and strengthen 
the country’s economy for recovery 
and future resilience.

Recently, the World Bank ap-
proved and reviewed several proj-
ects to assist Cambodia in its efforts 
to prevent, detect and respond to 
the threat posed by Covid-19 and 
strengthen national systems for 
public health preparedness.

What is the World Bank’s projection 
for Cambodia in 2020-2021?

While real gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth was strong at 7.1 per 
cent in 2019, the global outbreak 
caused sharp decelerations in Cam-
bodia’s main engines of growth in 
the first quarter of 2020.

Real growth is forecast to contract 
sharply to minus one per cent in 
2020, compared to the earlier pro-
jection of 6.8 per cent, due to con-
tractions of merchandise exports 
and tourism flows and slowed con-
struction activity.

Improvements in economic activi-
ty in major markets expected in 2021 
should improve Cambodia’s growth 
outlook next year, which is projected 
to increase to 6.0 per cent.

This interview has been edited for 
length and clarity.

World Bank helps Kingdom tackle Covid-19 

Claire Honore Hollweg, senior country economist for the World Bank in Cambodia, says 
the World Bank is supporting Cambodia to effectively deal with the Covid-19 crisis and 
strengthen the country’s economy for recovery and future resilience. SUPPLIED

Anh on Thursday chaired an online meeting between economic ministers 
in Southeast Asia and China, Japan and South Korea (ASEAN Plus Three). 
VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS
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ASEAN agree to limit tariff 
barriers to fuel economies
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In LABORATORIeS around the 
region, Asia’s best minds have 
come together in a race to find 
a vaccine to halt the spread of 
Covid-19. The common goal 
has birthed partnerships among 
some of the world’s largest phar-
maceutical players, as well as 
cooperation between nations. 
The Straits Times correspon-
dents find out how four Asian 
countries are faring in this cru-
cial effort to end the pandemic.

Singapore is building up vac-
cine manufacturing capacity 
so production can be ramped 
up quickly and safely once a 
Covid-19 vaccine is found.

It will offer fill-and-finish 
contract manufacturing ser-
vices to vaccine developers, 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien 
Loong said at Thursday’s vir-
tual Global Vaccine Summit.

Fill-and-finish manufactur-
ing involves contamination-
free filling of drugs into con-
tainers such as vials or syringes. 
It plays a critical role in scal-
ing up vaccine production for 
populations as many biophar-
maceutical products are fragile 
and prone to contamination.

Singapore’s investments 
in biomedical sciences have 
paid off during the Covid-19 
pandemic, with the biomedi-
cal manufacturing sector 
remaining a bright spot in a 
sluggish economy.

economic Development Board 
(eDB) senior vice-president of 
healthcare Goh Wan Yee said: 
“The demand for healthcare 
products has not been affected 
and is generally quite resilient.”

eDB data out last month 
showed that biomedical 
manufacturing was the main 
bright spot in Singapore’s fac-
tory production for April.

Meanwhile, India’s ability to 
deliver cost-effective and quality 
generic drugs, such as those that 
helped millions living with HIV, 
earned it the reputation of being 
the “pharmacy of the world”.

This attribute has come into 
greater salience amid a global 
quest for potential treatment op-
tions and vaccines for Covid-19.

Indian pharmaceutical com-
panies, for instance, quickly 
ramped up production of hy-

droxychloroquine in April and 
are now helping to meet surg-
ing demand for an anti-viral 
drug believed to aid in the treat-
ment of Covid-19 patients.

In Thailand, Ayutthaya-based 
firm Bionet-Asia Co Ltd is rac-
ing with other companies and 
institutes across the world to 
produce a vaccine for the Covid-
19 virus. It has diverted all its re-
sources, including 200 people, 
to accelerate the development 
of a gene-based vaccine.

“We have already ordered 
millions of vials even though 
we don’t know yet if the vaccine 
could work in humans,” Bionet 
CeO Pham Hong Thai told The 
Straits Times. In fact, Bionet 
chose to ship the vials by air 
rather than sea, despite the flight 
restrictions around the world.

“no one wants to be in a situ-
ation where they have the vac-
cine working in humans but 
then discover they are missing 
the passage containers or stop-
pers to supply the vaccine,” he 
said. “So there is a race, there is 
a restriction, there is shortage 
of materials – not only of active 
ingredients.”

In Indonesia, major pharma-
ceutical companies and their 
foreign partners have joined the 
race to produce vaccines against 
the coronavirus that has killed 
nearly 1,800 people and infected 
more than 29,000 in the world’s 
fourth-most populous nation.

State-owned PT Bio Farma 
(Persero), which was founded 
in 1890 and is the only vac-
cine maker in the country, is 
teaming up with nasdaq-list-
ed Chinese biopharmaceuti-
cal company Sinovac Biotech 
Ltd (SVA) to work on a vac-
cine that will be available in 
Indonesia early next year.

Bio Farma research and devel-
opment project senior integra-
tion manager Dr neni nurainy 
said the cooperation would 
quickly make available a vaccine 
in Indonesia, which is home to 
around 270 million people.

“Bio Farma will source the 
active pharmaceutical ingredi-
ent from Sinovac, then formu-
late and do the fill-finish part,” 
she told The Straits Times. THE 

STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ANN

Asia’s search for a 
Covid-19 vaccineWorld rallies in Floyd’s support

T
AKInG a knee, bang-
ing drums and ignor-
ing social distancing 
measures, outraged 

protesters from Sydney to 
London on Saturday kicked 
off a weekend of global ral-
lies against racism and police 
brutality.

The death at police hands 
of George Floyd, an unarmed 
black man in the uS state 
of Minnesota, brought tens 
of thousands out onto the 
streets during a pandemic 
that is ebbing in Asia and eu-
rope but spreading in other 
parts of the world.

“It is time to burn down in-
stitutional racism,” one speak-
er shouted through a mega-
phone at a hooting crowd of 
thousands outside the parlia-
ment building in London.

“Silence is violence,” the 
throng shouted back in the 
rain before mounted police 
moved in to disperse a small 
missile-pelting crowd try-
ing to push its way closer to 
Downing Street.

Thousands more marched 
in the northern english city of 
Manchester.

Officials around the world 
have been trying to balance 
understanding at people’s 
pent-up anger with warnings 
about the dangers of a disease 
that has officially claimed 
nearly 400,000 lives globally.

Yet tens of thousands of 
Australians defied Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison’s call 
to “find a better way”, tens 
of thousands marched in 
France, and thousands more 
in Britain ignored the health 
minister’s warning.

And in Tunis, hundreds 
chanted: “We want justice! 
We want to breathe!”

In Sydney, aborigines per-
formed a traditional smok-
ing ceremony at the start of a 
“Black Lives Matter” protest, 
which was allowed at the last 
minute after initially being 
banned on health grounds.

Many held up signs and 
wore face masks marked with 
the words “I can’t breathe” – 
the words Floyd kept saying 
while handcuffed as a police-
man knelt on his neck.

One placard simply read 
“8:46” – the amount of time 
the 46-year-old was pinned 
to the ground by the white of-
ficer before his death.

Floyd’s death came during 
the spread of a disease that has 
disproportionately affected 
black people and ethnic mi-
norities in global centres such 
as London and new York.

It also came in the throes 
of a historic economic down-
turn that has statistically af-
fected the poor and margina-
lised the most vulnerable.

This, and the outrage at uS 
President Donald Trump’s 
response, has refocused at-
tention on the world’s racial 
divides like few other events 
since the 1960s.

Philippine Daily Inquirer 
staff reporter Michael L Tan 
said: “Covid-19 has once 
again exposed these ‘racial’ 
fault lines, with infection 
rates much higher among 
people of colour than among 
‘whites’, correlated with the 
higher incidence of “underly-
ing conditions” – for example, 
hypertension and heart dis-
ease – that increase vulner-
ability to Covid-19.

“Asians, too, suffered dis-
crimination – the Chinese who, 

although fair in complexion, 
had to be ‘recoloured’ yellow, 
and all the others who tended 
to be lumped as ‘Malay’, and 
that included us Filipinos. To-
day, the diverse groups tend to 
adopt, with pride, the generic 
‘people of colour’,” he said.

In Paris, riot police held 
back a crowd of several thou-
sand who gathered outside 
the uS embassy for an un-
sanctioned protest.

“I’ve had racist abuse all my 
life,” said one demonstrator, 46-
year-old nadine. “That is our 
life. To be a black French wom-
an in France, it’s not easy.”

A protest in the French city 
of Metz ended with a few 
dozen people breaking into 
a courthouse and scuffling 
with security guards and one 
of the city’s prosecutors.

“Protesters held up plac-
ards reading “Being black is 
not a crime” and “Our police 
are assassins”.

Interior ministry figures 
show that 23,000 people 
demonstrated in cities across 
France, 5,500 of them in Paris.

Smaller, youth-driven pro-
tests were staged outside uS 
embassies in Warsaw and 
Sofia. In Germany, Bundes-
liga footballers warmed up in 

“Red card to racism #Black-
LivesMatter” shirts and took 
a knee prior to kickoff.

“How many more?” asked a 
poster held up in a crowd of 
thousands in Frankfurt, while 
hundreds rallied across town 
squares of Belgium and the 
netherlands.

In north Carolina, a long 
line of cars snaked its way 
down a highway as mourners 
arrived for a viewing and me-
morial service at a church not 
far from Floyd’s hometown.

In Washington, hundreds 
knelt and applauded in the 
street ahead of another mass 
rally, where Mayor Muriel 
Bowse has renamed the area 
outside the White House 
“Black Lives Matter Plaza”.

The protests have even res-
onated in war-scarred coun-
tries such as Iraq, where the 
“America Revolts” and the 
Arabic phrase for “We want 
to breathe, too” hashtags are 
spreading on social media.

“I think what the Americans 
are doing is brave and they 
should be angry, but rioting is 
not the solution,” said Yassin 
Alaa, a 20-year-old camped 
out in Baghdad’s Tahrir Square, 
the site of months of anti-gov-
ernment protests. AFP

Thousands demonstrated in the French capital Paris and in cities across France. AFP

The death of Abdelmalek Droukdel – once regarded as Algeria’s enemy number one – 
could leave al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) in disarray. AFP

French troops take out al-Qaeda 
north Africa wing chief Droukdel
FRAnCe has hailed the killing of the 
head of al-Qaeda’s north Africa wing 
in an operation against the group 
behind a string of deadly attacks 
across the troubled Sahel region.

Abdelmalek Droukdel was killed 
by French troops on Thursday in 
northern Mali near the Algerian 
border, where the group has bases it 
uses to carry out bombings and ab-
ductions of Westerners, said Minis-
ter of Armed Forces Florence Parly.

Many close associates of the Al-
gerian – who commanded several 
groups under the banner of al-Qae-

da in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) – 
were also “neutralised”, she said on 
Friday, describing the operation as a 
“major success”.

Parly also announced the capture 
last month of a senior figure from a 
regional offshoot of the so-called Is-
lamic State group, in a double strike 
against the rival jihadist groups.

AQIM emerged from a group start-
ed in the late 1990s by radical Alge-
rian Islamists, who in 2007 pledged 
allegiance to Osama Bin Laden’s al-
Qaeda network.

The group has said it has carried 

out numerous attacks on troops and 
civilians across the Sahel, including 
a 2016 attack on an upmarket hotel 
and restaurant in Burkina Faso that 
killed 30 people, mainly Westerners.

The SITe intelligence group re-
ported that while AQIM had yet 
to acknowledge its leader’s death, 
other al-Qaeda jihadists had posted 
messages mourning his death and 
paying tribute to him.

The death of Droukdel – once re-
garded as Algeria’s enemy number 
one – could leave AQIM in disarray, 
French military sources said. AFP
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Indonesia may scrap Minang-language Bible
T

He West Sumatra provincial 
administration is currently 
under the spotlight after its 
letter requesting Indonesia’s 

central government to take down a 
Bible application from a digital dis-
tribution service circulated widely, 
prompting debates in the country.

In a copy of the letter obtained by 
The Jakarta Post dated May 28 and 
addressed to Minister of Commu-
nication and Information johnny G 
Plate, West Sumatra governor Irwan 
Prayitno requested the ministry take 
down an application named “Kitab 
Suci Injil Minangkabau” (The Bible 
in Minangkabau language) that was 
available on Google Play Store.

He said the existence of the applica-
tion had caused Minangkabau people 
– most of whom are Muslim residents 
of the province – to be uncomfortable.

“The application contradicts Mi-
nangkabau culture with its philoso-
phy of Adat Basandi Syarak, Syarak 
Basandi Kitabullah [culture is based 
on sharia, sharia is based on the 
Quran],” Irwan wrote in the letter.

Irwan asked the ministry – through 
the Directorate-General of Infor-
matics Application – to take down 
the app and to prevent similar apps 
from emerging in the future.

West Sumatra Communication 
and Information Agency head jas-
man Rizal confirmed the request. 
“We appreciated the people who 
were responsive by giving us infor-
mation [about the existence of the 
app],” said jasman as quoted by tri-
bunnews.com on Thursday.

The finding, jasman added, had 
been discussed by the West Suma-
tra office of the Indonesian ulema 

Council (MuI) and the West Suma-
tra governor. As of Wednesday, the 
application had been taken down 
from Google Play Store, he said.

The issue has triggered a public 
uproar, not only from some West 
Sumatrans but also from the pub-
lic across the country. The keyword 
“Minang” is one of Twitter’s trending 
topics in Indonesia, with more than 
8,000 tweets as of Friday noon.

“What was asked is specific, to take 
down the app which is in the Minang 
language, the one in Indonesian is 
left alone . . . Why should [we] make 
a big deal out of this?” a user named 

@adianasrul responded.
A senior journalist in West Suma-

tra, Syofiardi Bachyul, wrote on his 
Facebook account that the Minang 
language was not identical to Is-
lam. He quoted his writing in 2018, 
also posted on Facebook, which 
describes the history of Buddhism 
in Sumatra, including Minang land 
before Islam came to the area.

When asked about the issue, MuI 
secretary-general Anwar Abbas 
echoed the statement of the West 
Sumatra governor, which empha-
sised the religious philosophy that 
was observed by most Minangkabau 

people, the one that was guided by 
Islamic beliefs, even though 69,253 
residents – or 1.43 per cent of West 
Sumatra residents are Christian, 
2010 census data from Statistics In-
donesia (BPS) reveal.

“So, the guidance of the Minang-
kabau people is not the Bible. Hope-
fully, there will not be a Bible [pub-
lished] in Minangkabau language,” 
Anwar told the Post on Friday.

Meanwhile, Hariyono, the deputy 
head of the Agency for Pancasila 
Ideology education argued that 
the governor’s move contradicted 
the values of Pancasila, which give 
space for religious freedom.

“every individual is given the free-
dom to observe their beliefs as long 
as they do not disrupt the public. And 
of course, some of the residents of 
West Sumatra are also Christian, and 
the governor himself is a governor to 
everyone, not a certain ethnicity or 
religious belief,” he told the Post.

“Officials and public figures must 
be wise to respond to the dynamics 
of religious life in their surround-
ings,” he said, citing numerous fig-
ures from West Sumatra who also 
upheld diversity during the Indo-
nesian struggle for independence, 
such as Agus Salim, Mohammad 
natsir and Mohammad Hatta.

Hariyono said he believed that 
holy books could be translated into 
any language as long as they were 
not misinterpreted.

Setara Institute for Democracy 
and Peace researcher Halili Hasan 
responded to the issue by emphasis-
ing the fact that the existence of the 
application did not violate the law 
and the Constitution.

“The request from the governor 
could be a bad precedent, as one 
day it will be used by some groups 
that do not value diversity to do the 
same thing,” he told the Post.

The existence of the application is 
indeed important for the advance-
ment of tolerance and does no harm 
to Minangkabau culture, which he 
said, is open to interacting with oth-
er cultures.

“What is dangerous, I think, is 
the perspective of local political 
elites and intolerant groups [in West 
Sumatra] which, for me, are not 
representative enough for the Mi-
nangkabau people and its inclusive 
culture,” said Halili.

Meanwhile, Ministry of Religious 
Affairs director-general for Chris-
tian community guidance Thomas 
Pentury asserted that although the 
matter was the domain of the Min-
istry of Communication and Infor-
mation, he wanted the people in 
West Sumatra to remain in harmony 
despite the issue, adding that he be-
lieved the development of the appli-
cation had gone through the correct 
procedure.

“We need to see this matter from a 
positive perspective and I hope that 
this issue is not being blown up,” 
said Thomas.

Christians in West Sumatra have 
experienced hardship in trying to 
establish churches in the province. 
On Christmas last year, some Catho-
lics and Protestants in Dharmasraya 
regency in West Sumatra had to get 
into tough negotiation with the lo-
cal authority to be able to celebrate 
Christmas at home. THE JAKARTA POST/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

West Sumatra governor Irwan Prayitno requested the ministry take down an app 
named “Kitab Suci Injil Minangkabau” (The Bible in Minangkabau language) that was 
available on Google Play Store. PUBLIC DOMAIN

PHILIPPIne President Ro-
drigo Duterte (pictured) on 
Friday renewed a threat to 
kill drug dealers after police 
seized 756kg of methamphet-
amine in the drug war that 
has become the cornerstone 
of his administration.

The drugs were estimated 
to be worth some 5.1 billion 
pesos ($102 million), mak-
ing it one of the largest 
seizures in recent years.

In a recorded address, 
Duterte said the raid is 
proof that the country 
has become a tranship-
ment centre for Mexican 
drugs gang-
sters, though 
he did not 
disclose the 
p e r c e i v e d 
country of 
origin of the drugs.

“If you destroy my country 
distributing 5.1 billion pesos 
worth of shabu . . . I will kill 
you,” Duterte said, referring 
to the drugs.

This comes on the heels of 
a un report on the human 
rights situation in the Philip-
pines released on Wednesday 
that cited the “near impu-
nity” of police and other top 
officials in the country’s war 
against illegal drugs.

The 26-page report, which 
would be presented before the 
un Human Rights Council 
this month, said that Duterte’s 
“ill-defined and ominous lan-
guage, coupled with repeated 
verbal encouragement . . . to 

use lethal force, may have em-
boldened police to treat the 
circular as permission to kill”.

The report 
was refer-
ring to the 
PnP Com-

mand Memorandum Circular 
no 16-2016, which launched 
Oplan Double Barrel.

“Despite credible allega-
tions of widespread and sys-
tematic extrajudicial killings 
in the context of the cam-
paign against illegal drugs, 
there has been near impunity 
for such violations,” the re-
port said, adding that “tens of 
thousands” may have already 
been killed in the drug war.

“The government has also 
increasingly filed criminal 
charges, including by using 
Covid-19 special powers laws, 
against social media users 
posting content critical of gov-
ernment policies and actions.

“Worrying new laws and 

amendments have been pro-
posed with the stated aim of 
strengthening public order 
and countering terrorism, 
which risks eroding constitu-
tional and other legal protec-
tions,” said the report.

Regarding the 2020 Anti-
Terrorism Act approved by the 

House of Representatives, 
the report said the 
measure “dilutes 
human rights 
safeguards, broad-

ens the definition 
of terrorism and expands the 
period of detention without a 
warrant from three to 14 days, 
extendable by another 10 

days”.
“The vague definitions 

in the Anti-Terrorism Act 
may violate the principle 

of legality.”
Reacting to the report, 

presidential spokesperson 
Harry Roque said freedom of 
expression in the Philippines 
cannot be suppressed “be-
cause the Filipino people will 
never agree to it”.

Freedom of expression is 
“not absolute,” he said, add-
ing that the country’s courts 
are “working” and that “the 
system works”.

Roque also dismissed the 
“rehashed claims of impunity” 
as “unfounded” and have “no 
place in the Philippines”, and 
instead cited Duterte’s “con-
sistent high approval ratings” 
as affirming “public support 
for his leadership”. PHILIPPINE 

DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

‘I will kill you’, says Duterte 
in renewed drug war vow



C
OVERING more than two-
thirds of the planet, oceans 
are key to humanity’s sur-
vival and wellbeing. With 

their vastness supporting the world’s 
largest volume of life, oceans serve as 
food source for roughly 3.1 billion 
people and source of livelihood for 
more than 500 million people around 
the globe, according to the UN Con-
vention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD). But apart from providing us 
food and livelihood, marine ecosys-
tems produce most of the Earth’s oxy-
gen, the reason they are called “lungs 
of the Earth”.

Healthy marine ecosystems play a 
central role in mitigating the impacts 
of climate change, as well as in cli-
mate adaptation. Oceans sequester 
and store carbon and absorb excess 
heat. Coastal ecosystems, on the oth-
er hand, act as natural buffers against 
sea level rise and storm surges, as 
well as serve as spawning grounds for 
marine life and fisheries.

The ASEAN region is bestowed with 
rich marine biological diversity, host-
ing a third of the world’s coastal and 
marine habitats that include coral 
reefs, mangroves, estuaries, sandy 
and rocky beaches, seagrass and sea-
weed beds, and other soft-bottom 
communities. With the pressure of a 
growing population and increasing 
human activities, such as overexploi-
tation, sedimentation and pollution, 
these rich and globally important 
marine resources are under serious 
threat.

On World Oceans Day, the ASEAN 
Centre for Biodiversity (ACB) cele-
brates the roles that oceans play in cli-
mate action, food security, and public 
health, as much as it stresses the 
urgency of protecting the oceans and 
conserving the millions of species 
depending on them.

Early this year, the zero draft of 
the CBD’s post-2020 Global Biodi-
versity Framework (GBF) proposed 
to raise the target of marine conser-
vation to 30 per cent of global 
oceans by 2030. This target is 
expected to be finalised along with 
other global goals at the 15th meet-
ing of the Conference of the Parties 
to the CBD, which is supposed to 
take place this year. 

Last month, the ACB and The Pew 
Charitable Trusts jointly organised 
the virtual meeting Protecting the 
Oceans: UN Convention on Biologi-
cal Diversity’s (CBD) Critical Role. It 
was a productive discussion among 

marine experts, policymakers, rep-
resentatives of governments and 
civil society organisations, and 
researchers on what protecting 30 
per cent of our oceans can mean for 
the ASEAN region.

Marine Protected Areas
There is a growing consensus 

among experts about the importance 
of protecting at least 30 per cent of 
the ocean by establishing Marine 
Protected Areas (MPAs), which is 
deemed necessary to achieve a broad 
range of environmental and econom-
ic goals. In a study on the global costs 
and benefits of expanding MPAs 
(Brander et al, 2020), the expansion 
and ensuring their effective manage-
ment can yield positive economic 
impacts. 

Marine reserves, where all extrac-
tion is prohibited, for example, can 
help conserve biodiversity by restor-
ing the health of the oceans. These 
likewise enhance fisheries produc-
tivity and in turn support food secu-
rity for generations. The increase in 
the target areas allocated to coastal 
and marine protected areas is ideal 
for the ASEAN region and can be 
achieved through cooperation 
mechanisms within ASEAN and 
partnerships with adjacent nations 

and regions, as well as other coun-
tries, which stand to benefit from 
bountiful fishery resources.

Aside from the establishment and 
expansion of Marine Protected Areas 
(MPAs), other approaches that are 
being adopted by the ASEAN region to 
protect its oceans include integrated 
coastal and marine management. 

Over the past four decades, there 
has been significant progress in inte-
grating the management of coastal 
and marine areas in policy develop-
ment, community engagement, liveli-
hood support for fishers, and those in 
the tourism industry, and spatial plan-
ning. National efforts are also being 
undertaken to ensure the sustainable 
use of aquatic species. In Thailand, for 
example, public, private, and civil sec-
tors jointly made a declaration to 
“cooperate in improving Long Tail 
Tuna fishing in the Gulf of Thailand”. 
The partnership also promotes and 
builds incentives for the conservation 
and sustainable use of the species. 

The ACB supports the ASEAN mem-
ber states (AMS) in doubling their 
efforts to increase regional cooperation 
in scaling up MPAs. Recently, in an 
effort supported by the ACB and the 
EU through the Biodiversity Conserva-
tion and Management of Protected 
Areas in ASEAN (BCAMP) project, 

Malaysia and Thailand have stepped 
up their collaboration in improving the 
management of a terrestrial cross-bor-
der area of Royal Belum State Park in 
Perak, Malaysia, and Hala Bala Wildlife 
Sanctuary, Bang Lang National Park, 
and Halasah Non-Hunting Area in 
Southern Thailand. Similar pursuits in 
marine protected areas in the region 
are also underway.

The centre is also ready to work at 
the regional level in helping address 
primary issues besetting our seas, 
adversely affecting marine biodiversity. 
An example of these issues is the high 
and rapidly increasing levels of marine 
debris.  Last year, the AMS adopted the 
declaration on Combating Marine 
Debris in Bangkok, Thailand, which 
resolved for greater cooperation and 
collective efforts in addressing waste 
pollution in our oceans. 

Hence, the AMS and the ACB have 
been ardent in engaging the public in 
its various communication cam-
paigns in the hope that these will 
redound to transformative actions 
towards marine conservation.

Let us all work harder so that gen-
erations after generations may enjoy 
the benefits of healthy oceans.
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Theresa Mundita S Lim

Lungs of the Earth: Why 30% of 
oceans must be protected by 2030

Apart from providing us food and livelihood, marine ecosystems produce most of the Earth’s oxygen, the reason they are called ‘lungs of 
the Earth’. pChris Alexis B DurAn
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Lifestyle
japan architect Ban urges virus-safe shelters
jAPAn’S Pritzker Award-

winning architect Shigeru 
Ban, famous for design-
ing buildings from paper 

tubes in disaster areas, says 
the world needs to think about 
tackling natural catastrophes 
in the coronavirus era.

And while he hopes the 
pandemic will lead to less of 
a crush on Tokyo’s packed 
commuter trains, he warns 
against relying on telework-
ing, stressing that hands-on 
contact with materials is vital 
for great architecture.

Speaking to AFP from his 
Tokyo office, the 62-year-
old said cities need to start 
planning now to mitigate 
the nightmare scenario of an 
earthquake or typhoon strik-
ing before the pandemic has 
run its course.

Ban has won plaudits for his 
involvement in disaster relief 
projects around the world 
and urged city authorities to 
invest in a stock of shelters 
that can be deployed quickly 
with infection prevention in 
mind.

“Shelters will create clusters 
of people. It will be too late if 
it takes a few days [to build 
them],” he stressed.

His team has designed shel-
ters partitioned off by a frame 
of sturdy paper tubes with 
cloth hanging 2m from the 
top of the cubicle to the floor.

Social distancing would be-
come practically impossible 
in the event of a major earth-
quake and officials need to 

make plans to ease the den-
sity in shelters, argued the 
japanese architect.

The central government 
and local authorities have 
been so tied up dealing with 
the pandemic that it’s “only 
recently that people started 
talking about what to do in 
the wake of earthquakes.

“I know it’s not easy but I 
think we have to think about 
it,” he said.

3D pictures
In March, Ban was on his 

way to the airport for a flight 
to Paris but made a sharp u-
turn when he heard that the 
French capital was about to 

be locked down at the height 
of the coronavirus pandemic.

Since then, he has thrown 
himself into his work, walk-
ing five minutes to his Tokyo 
office seven days a week.

He said: “It’s been probably 
the first time in some 16 years 
that I’ve stayed in japan for 
more than a month. I’ve been 

very much moved by the 
beauty of spring in japan.

“I don’t do anything but work. 
I have no hobbies and I’m not 
doing anything special because 
we are in this situation.”

Ban has travelled all over 
the world for his architec-
ture – including building 
the Cardboard Cathedral for 

Christchurch in new Zealand 
after the 2011 earthquake – 
but he fears the coronavirus 
could encourage japanese 
students to stay put.

“What worries me most is 
that students may become 
intimidated. even before the 
coronavirus woes, fewer and 
fewer students wanted to 
study abroad as japan is safe 
and peaceful,” he said.

Despite an ageing popula-
tion and some of the most 
densely packed cities on 
earth, japan has been rela-
tively spared by the pandem-
ic, with 905 dead and around 
16,867 cases as of Thursday.

And while the virus offers a 
“great chance” to reduce the 
crowding on crammed pub-
lic transport, Ban said: “This 
doesn’t mean we don’t have 
to go out.

“It’s dangerous to try to 
solve everything with tech-
nology. It’s wrong to believe 
we don’t have to meet up in 
person because we can vid-
eo-conference.”

He added that close contact 
with materials was still the key 
to great architecture, which 
technology could not replace.

“Drawing parts or 3D pic-
tures with computers is to-
tally different from building 
models or creating things by 
actually touching and feel-
ing the weight of materials,” 
he said.

“This is true no matter how 
much technology develops.” 
AFP

‘Recycles’ help shield Mexico health workers from stigma
DAnIeLA Chavez, a doctor, 
took up cycling to work after 
she felt discriminated against 
by a taxi driver.

Her bicycle was a gift from 
activists who have been round-
ing up bicycles – dubbed by 
one organisation as ‘recycles’ 

– to donate to healthcare work-
ers in Mexico City, in a bid to 
protect them from being stig-
matised for looking after 
patients with Covid-19.

Chavez said that as soon as 
she climbed inside the cab after 
a hard day at a public hospital, 

the driver asked if she was a 
doctor and where she worked.

Fearful she would suffer an 
aggressive response if she told 
him, as some colleagues have, 
the 26-year-old decided to get 
out instead.

“I don’t know if it’s psychosis! 

We know we’re people at risk, we 
always have been, but now that 
people discriminate against us 
for doing a dignified profession 
it’s unprecedented,” she said.

As the Sars-CoV-2 coronavi-
rus spread in Mexico, health 
care workers faced physical 
aggression on top of suspicion 
by people who viewed them as 
sources of infection.

But in April, two cycling 
organisations came to their 
help, launching an initiative 
on social media inviting peo-
ple to donate unused bicycles 
or spare parts to be given to 
healthcare workers.

Simultaneously, Bicitekas and 
Alcaldia de la Bicicleta invited 
health care workers to apply 
online to receive a bicycle.

‘Depressing’
At their workshop in the cen-

tral neighbourhood of La 
escandon, between pedals, 
wheels and saddles, a group of 
activists spend 20 hours a 
week repairing and assem-
bling bicycles.

The initiative is also aimed at 
reducing the risk of doctors and 
nurses infecting people while 
using public transport in the 
city of more than 15 million.

“At the start of this outbreak 
we asked ourselves what we 

could do to support healthcare 
personnel who were being dis-
criminated against on their 
journeys, and unfortunately, 
attacked due to their profes-
sion,” said Agustin Martinez, 
the founder of Bicitekas.

The organisation has 
received 240 requests for a 
‘recycle’, or ‘recicleta’ – a port-
manteau of the Spanish words 
for ‘recycle’ and ‘bicycle’, as its 
bikes are called. So far they 
have delivered around 50.

For Diana Garduno, a 
30-year-old nurse, it was a wel-
come boon as her bike was 
stolen in a burglary.

She says she’s been afraid 
since one of her colleagues 
was doused with a hot drink 
while walking in the street.

“It’s depressing how we give 
everything for a patient to be 
well and once we’re outside we 
suffer this type of aggression,” 
said Garduno.

Doctors Without Borders 
(MSF) director for Mexico and 
Central America Loic jaeger said 
these attacks were taking place 
in a context of “the normalisa-
tion of violence” that spills over 
from organised crime.

“If we had more knowledge, 
there wouldn’t be these kind of 
actions against healthcare 
workers,” added Diego Villafu-

erte, 23, an intern in a private 
clinic who has received a bike.

‘A healthy distance’
On Monday, Mexico began the 

reopening of “essential” sectors 
of its industry, including mining, 
aviation, construction and the 
manufacture of transport equip-
ment, following more than two 
months of lockdown.

The country of 127 million 
people has recorded more than 
11,700 deaths and more than 
101,000 coronavirus cases.

under the easing of virus 
restrictions, Mexico City has 
also allowed the sale of bicycles, 
the mode of transport celebrat-
ed internationally on Wednes-
day in an annual event inaugu-
rated by the un in 2018.

The Mobility Secretariat is 
due to build 54km of cycle 
lanes to help give some of the 
five million people who used 
the metro every day before 
lockdown another option.

That will hopefully reduce 
the spread of Covid-19, while 
adding to the 88km that 
already exist in Mexico.

The long-term aim is to 
reach 600km by 2024.

With the bicycle “you can 
keep a healthy distance, it’s not 
infectious”, said the secretari-
at’s chief Andres Lajous. AFP

Japanese architect Shigeru Ban has made a name for himself desinging eco-friendly structures with disposable materials such as cardboard. AFP

Living in a society which casts suspicious eyes on medical workers, doctor Daniela Chavez now bicycles to 
work to avoid discrimination. AFP
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Gamer grandma, 90, 
is world’s oldest player 
featured on YouTube 
e

VeRY day, 90-year-old 
japanese grandma 
Hamako Mori flexes 
her fingers to keep 

them nimble. not for knitting 
or needlepoint, but to keep 
them in shape for playing 
video games.

The pensioner known as 
“Gamer Grandma” spends 
three or more hours a day bat-
tling monsters and going on 
missions in the virtual worlds 
of her favourite games, and 
even has a popular YouTube 
channel for her fans.

“I’m passionate about play-
ing games every day,” the 
white-haired widow told AFP 
in an interview conducted by 
videochat.

“every day is an enjoyable 
day,” she said, describing 
eviscerating on-screen foes as 
a fantastic stress reliever.

Mori cuts an elegant, mild-
mannered figure, with her 
hair pulled back into a pony-
tail and a pair of large glasses 
perched on her nose.

She begins the videos she 
posts on her YouTube chan-
nel with a friendly “konnichi-
wa” greeting and a bow.

But her grandmotherly de-
meanour disappears when 
she plays, transformed into a 
gun-toting character in Call 
of Duty or a sword-wielding 
android in NieR: Automata.

Mori, who lives in Chiba, 
southeast of Tokyo with her 
family, holds a Guinness 

World Record certifying her 
as the world’s oldest gaming 
YouTuber.

“She always gets into the 
games,” said her only grand-
child, 43-year-old Keisuke 
nagao.

“I think she is slightly dif-
ferent. Ordinary old people 
are not so enthusiastic about 
video games as she is.”

More than 317,000 subscribers
Mori isn’t new to the gam-

ing world, and has played 
some 200 titles since she took 
up the hobby some four de-
cades ago.

Her first console was a Cas-
sette Vision, which she bought 
in 1981 after being intrigued 
by her children’s obsession 
with gaming.

“I discovered that there was 
this fascinating thing that ex-
isted in the world,” she said.

She has played most of the 
gaming world’s smash hits in-
cluding Super Mario Brothers, 
Dragon Quest, Final Fantasy 
and Call of Duty, and admits 
to sometimes staying up until 
2am when she is sucked into 
a session.

Her favourite games in-
clude action-adventure series 
Grand Theft Auto and popu-
lar fantasy role-playing game 
Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim.

“You can do whatever you 
want to” in a game, she said, 
describing them as a “motiva-
tion in life”.

Mori usually plays alone at 
home, but launched a You-
Tube channel in 2014 to con-
nect with other gamers.

She posts new videos filmed 
by her grandson three or four 
times a month and has at-
tracted more than 317,000 
subscribers and millions of 
views with content featuring 
her gaming but also showing 
her daily life.

“It’s fun being watched by 
a lot of people, rather than 
playing alone,” she said of her 
“Gamer Grandma” channel.

Among her videos is one 
showing her blowing out can-
dles on a cake to celebrate her 
90th birthday with her family. 
Another features her “unbox-
ing” a brand-new PlayStation 
console.

At 90, Mori is fighting fit, 
but she says some state-of-
the-art games require agile 
hand motions that can prove 
challenging.

“It’s getting hard. It really is,” 
she said, describing exercises 
she does with her fingers and 
hands every day to keep her-
self game-ready.

‘Better than doing nothing!’
But she has no intention of 

giving up gaming. 
“I won’t put it down just be-

cause it’s difficult . . . It’s better 
than doing nothing!”

And she hopes with practice 
she can improve further.

“I want to play well no mat-

ter how old I am,” she said. “I 
want to continue as long as 
possible.”

Mori is something of an 
evangelist for video games, 
and encourages other older 
people to get into gaming, or 
find other hobbies that keep 
them going.

“It doesn’t have to be video 
games necessarily. But it’s 

good to do something,” said 
Mori, who swam regularly 
until the age of 80 and still 
knits.

And while Mori said she 
understands concerns about 
video game addiction, par-
ticularly among young 
people, she pointed out that 
gaming may have helped 
many survive lockdowns 

over the coronavirus.
“It’s safer to play at home, 

rather than going out,” she 
said.

For now, Mori is eagerly 
awaiting the release of the 
PlayStation 5, due to hit shops 
later this year.

“It’s seriously preoccupying 
me,” she said. “I want one. I 
really do.” AFP

Japan’s Hamako Mori loves video games and her grandmotherly demeanour disappears quickly when she 
transforms into a gun-toting character in Call of Duty. Courtesy oF KeisuKe NAgAo/AFP

Cirque du Soleil walks a tightrope through pandemic
ITS shows cancelled due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, an already 
heavily indebted Cirque du 
Soleil’s fight for survival has 
invited an intense backstage 
battle to try to save the Cana-
dian cultural icon.

High on a list of potential 
suitors is former fire eater Guy 
Laliberte, who founded the 
acrobatic troupe in 1984 but 
later sold it. 

“Its revival will have to be 
done at the right price. And 
not at all costs,” said the 
60-year-old, determined not 
to see his creation sold to pri-
vate interests.

The billionaire clown said 
after “careful consideration”, 
he decided “with a great team” 
to pursue a bid, but offered no 
details.

under his leadership, the 
Cirque had set up big tops in 
more than 300 cities around 
the world, delighting audi-
ences with enchanting con-
temporary circus acts set to 
music but without the usual 
trappings of lions, elephants 
and bears.

Then the pandemic hit, forc-
ing the company in March to 
cancel 44 shows worldwide, 
from Las Vegas to Tel Aviv, 
Moscow to Melbourne, and lay 
off 4,679 acrobats and techni-
cians, or 95 per cent of its 

workforce.
Hurtling toward bankruptcy, 

the global entertainment giant 
and pride of Canada commis-
sioned a bank early last month 
to examine its options, includ-
ing a possible sale.

Meanwhile, shareholders 
ponied up $50 million in 
bridge financing for its “short-
term liquidity needs”.

Costly acquisitions
Laliberte, the first clown to 

rocket to the International 
Space Station in 2009, ceded 
control of the Cirque for $1 bil-
lion in 2015.

It has since fallen into the 
hands of uS investment firm 
TPG Capital LP (55 per cent 
stake) and China’s Fosun Inter-
national Ltd (25 per cent), 
which also owns Club Med Inc 
and Thomas Cook Travel Ltd. 
Long-term institutional inves-
tor Caisse de depot et place-
ment du Quebec (CDPQ) 
retains the last 20 per cent.

CDPQ, which manages pub-
lic pension plans and insur-
ance programmes in Quebec, 
bought Laliberte’s last remain-
ing 10 per cent stake in the 
business in February, just 
before the pandemic.

Since 2015, the Cirque has 
embarked on costly acquisi-
tions and renovations of per-
manent performance halls, 
while its creative spirit waned, 
critics in the Quebec press 
have said.

Meanwhile, it piled on more 
than $1 billion in debt.

Fearing that the Cirque 
would be “sold to foreign inter-
ests”, the Quebec government 
recently offered it a condition-
al loan of $200 million to help 
relaunch its shows as restric-
tions on large gatherings start 
to be eased worldwide.

But the agreement in princi-

ple is conditional on the 
Cirque headquarters remain-
ing in Montreal and the prov-
ince being allowed to buy uS 
and Chinese stakes in the 
company at an unspecified 
time in the future, “at market 
value” and with “probably a 
local partner”, said Quebec 
Minister of the economy Pierre 
Fitzgibbon.

‘Too important to Quebec’
“The state does not want to 

operate the circus, but the cir-
cus is too important to Quebec 
[to leave it to foreigners],” he 
said. 

In addition to Laliberte, oth-
er prospective buyers include 
Quebecor Inc, the telecoms 
and media giant of tycoon 
Pierre Karl Peladeau, whose 
opening lowball bid was out-
right rejected.

“It is essentially the value 
and reputation of the brand” 
that has piqued interest in the 
company, says Michel Mag-
nan, corporate governance 
chair at Concordia university 
in Montreal. 

But “as long as there are 
restrictions on gatherings of 
people, the future is not very 
rosy” for the Cirque, he said.

Several challenges await, 
said Magnan.

“There were a lot of people 
working in all of these shows. 
Where are they now? What are 
they doing? How are they 
doing? In what shape are they, 
what state of mind?” he pon-
dered aloud.

“The more time passes, the 
more this expertise risks evap-
orating and . . . these assets 
become intangible.”

Small consolation – the 
Cirque resumed its perform-
ances on Wednesday in 
Hangzhou, China, five months 
after an outbreak in the city 
some 700km east of Wuhan, 
the former epicentre of the 
epidemic in China. AFP

Its shows cancelled by Covid-19, Cirque du Soleil is desperately seeking 
financial backers to continue. AFP

Founder and billionaire clown Guy Laliberte says a revival will have to 
be done at the right price. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Bayou snapper
  6 Previously owned
 10 Verifiable statement
 14 Play area
 15 Wind-icator?
 16 Asian housemaid
 17 Office worker
 18 Plead for
 19 Popular belief
 20 Time waster for firefighters
 22 Drink slowly
 23 Underwire garment
 24 Like a Stephen King story
 25 Tuxedo accessory
 29 Devour, slangily (with “down”)
 32 Shout “Heads up!”
 33 Traveler’s route
 37 A Bridges brother
 38 Clumsy
 39 Alto woodwind
 40 Oxen pulling a wagon, say
 42 “Family Feud” teammate, often
 43 It fits into a mortise
 44 Crosses the threshold
 45 Like some overly long sentences
 48 Caress

 49 Common royal name in Norway
 50 Lauper hit
 57 Control + Z
 58 Show optimism
 59 Like the Annapolis Academy
 60 Depilatory maker
 61 In a frenzied fashion
 62 Maternal relative
 63 Combining form meaning “skin”
 64 Cash-register stack
 65 Vegetable course, often
DOWN
  1 Fisherman’s handled hook
  2 Operatic performance
  3 Apple targeter
  4 ___, tens, hundreds
  5 Cheesy Welsh dish
  6 It vibrates during snoring
  7 Lee of desserts
  8 An MIT grad.
  9 Consider
 10 Outward show
 11 Stevie Wonder’s “My Cherie ___”
 12 Bones affected by typing
 13 The ones right here
 21 “We” may precede it
 24 Literary “before”

 25 Pampered one?
 26 Toast topper
 27 Watered-down
 28 Behaving as expected
 29 Jan ___, Dutch painter
 30 Little drinks
 31 Industrious insect
 33 “Out of the frying pan, ___ ...”
 34 Up to the challenge
 35 Leonine sound
 36 Evergreens
 38 “At Seventeen” singer Janis
 41 Males
 42 Chants
 44 Common Market inits., once
 45 Like a ball
 46 Half of the forearm bones
 47 Very depths
 48 Sneaks a look
 50 “Oh, no! Not ___!”
 51 It wasn’t built in a day
 52 “Once ___ a time ...”
 53 Turner of movies
 54 Cameo shape
 55 Pro ___
 56 Malamute’s tow

“JUST TESTING” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution

Renaissance relived: 
Iconic Chambord 
castle opens its doors
V

ISITORS to Cham-
bord in France’s 
Loire Valley are re-
stricted to one-way 

traffic on the famous double 
helix stairway at the centre 
of the grandiose castle that 
reopened on Friday after 10 
weeks under coronavirus 
lockdown.

“They are using the very 
idea of the stairway” believed 
to be the brainchild of Leon-
ardo da Vinci, said Francois 
Boutin, 56, a physical thera-
pist visiting from southwest-
ern France.

The striking structure al-
lows people to move from 
one floor to another without 
crossing paths.

“It shows how avant-garde 
Leonardo was,” Boutin 
quipped. 

Chambord director jean 
d’Haussonville said the cha-
teau has put in place a “de-
manding sanitary protocol, 
which we are testing today 
for the first time”.

In addition to signs im-
posing one-way traffic, face 
masks are mandatory and 
hand gel stations are at regu-
lar intervals throughout the 
immense monument.

D’Haussonville said: “We’re 
reopening on a Friday, when 
attendance is usually lower, in 
order to test drive our setup.”

On the day, only a few doz-
en visitors turned up, most of 
them French.

Former teacher Michelle 
Szymczak, 58, visiting with 
her husband from northern 
France, said they had only 
two days in the region and 
considered Chambord a 
“must see”.

And she was delighted to 
have the run of the place, 
saying: “It’s perfect.”

‘Without tourism we’ll die’
D’Haussonville, 52, said 

Chambord’s closure entailed 
a string of cancellations, 

including the musical ex-
travaganza celebrated across 
France for the summer equi-
nox on june 21, a late june 
trumpet concert and a major 
festival usually held in july.

“And then there are precau-
tions that you don’t see, the 
activities that are not resum-
ing” like guided tours, jeep 
rides in the estate’s forest, or 
the castle’s popular horse-
manship and falconry show, 
he said.

“unfortunately, we think 
we will have lost half of the 
year’s visitorship” of around 
one million as a result of the 
lockdown as well as the evap-
oration of international ar-
rivals, which are down some 
80 to 85 per cent.

The chateau relies 100 per 
cent on revenue from visitors 
to pay the salaries of its 215 em-
ployees, d’Haussonville said.

“Without tourism income, 
we’ll die,” he warned.

Things will improve with 
the opening of europe’s bor-
ders set for june 15, he said, 
as well as the fact that the 
French “are keen to return to 
their heritage, the country-
side, nature”.

The Loire Valley “is obvi-
ously a fabulous destination 
for that”, he added.

Symbols of France
Asked whether he fears 

competition with Versailles, 
which reopened on Saturday, 
he said the famous home of 
Louis XIV outside Paris, as 
well as other key sites such 
as Mont Saint Michel in nor-
mandy and the Louvre in Par-
is have a common interest.

“These are the symbols of 

France. When these monu-
ments reopen, it is saying 
that France is coming back to 
life,” said d’Haussonville.

Tourism accounts for 15 
per cent of the Loire Valley 
region’s economy, compared 
with nine per cent nationally. 
The sector normally brings 
in some €2.9 billion ($3.2 bil-
lion) annually.

Chambord reflects “the life 
of the Renaissance, the idea 
that one is born again, one 
comes back to life . . . and that 
France, an old country, has a 
bright future”, said the direc-
tor. 

France had positive news 
on Friday as a top immu-
nologist said the coronavirus 
outbreak had abated as daily 

deaths and new cases had 
fallen far below their March 
peaks. 

nearly 30,000 people have 
died of Covid-19 in France.

Francois I, dubbed the Sun 
King of the 16th century, 
knew the power of communi-
cation, and saw the chateau 
as a means to project the 
glory of France in the region 
that was then the playground 
of kings.

Chambord is europe’s larg-
est walled estate, sprawling 
over some 50sq km, ringed by 
a 32km wall.

The immense chateau, a 
blend of medieval and Re-
naissance architecture, is 
topped by a jumble of towers 
and turrets described as an 
overcrowded chessboard.

While the central double-
helix staircase is attributed to 
Leonardo, the first stone was 
not laid until four months af-
ter his death in 1519. AFP

The Chambord castle is a testament to classic French Renaissance architecture. Its 215 employees rely completely 
on revenue generated by visitors, who returned on Friday with virus prevention measures in place. AFP

chambord reflects ‘the life of 
the Renaissance, the idea that 
one is born again, one comes 

back to life’
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IncomIng Wallabies coach 
Dave Rennie has agreed to a 
30 per cent pay cut to help the 
sport deal with the fallout from 
coronavirus, in line with other 
executives at beleaguered 
Rugby Australia, officials said 
on Saturday.

The new Zealander doesn’t 
officially start until mid-july 
and had been immune from the 
cutbacks imposed elsewhere in 
the organisation because his 
contract had not begun.

But the former glasgow 
Warriors coach touched base 
with RA interim chief Rob 
clarke this week to volunteer 
a pay cut until at least the end 
of September.

Director of rugby Scott 
johnson said Rennie told him 
at the start of the covid-19 
pandemic that he would drop 
back to whatever level other 
employees were on.

“Dave Rennie brought this 
up to me a couple of months 
ago,” johnson told The Aus-
tralian newspaper of the 56-
year-old, whose contract is 
reportedly worth A$1 million 
(uS$700,000) annually.

“And anyone who knows 
Dave Rennie like I do . . . there 
is no way he would have come 
into Australia and coached 
without accepting what every-
one else was accepting. There is 
no way he would have done it.” 

With Rugby Australia facing 
big financial losses from the 
sport’s coronavirus-enforced 
shutdown, around a dozen ex-
ecutives in late march agreed 
to 30 per cent pay cuts until 
September 30.

Players’ wages were also 
slashed by some 60 per cent, 
while RA this week sacked a 
third of its staff.

RA posted a near A$10 mil-
lion deficit last year, exacer-
bated by a hefty payment to 
former Wallaby Israel Folau af-
ter his sacking over homopho-
bic social media posts.

It has since been bleeding 
money with Super Rugby post-
poned and july Tests against 
Ireland and Fiji cancelled.

Australia’s four top tier 
teams – Queensland Reds, 
nSW Waratahs, AcT Brumbies 
and melbourne Rebels – along 
with Western Force, are set to 
kick off a domestic tourna-
ment on july 3, pending agree-
ment on a broadcast deal.

Despite the turmoil Rennie, 
who guided new Zealand to 
three successive under-20 
world titles, insisted this week 
that “there are lots of good 
things happening in Austra-
lian rugby”.

“I’m a lot clearer on the 
players and where they’re at 
and what we need to do,” he 
added. aFP

Incoming Wallabies 
coach Rennie agrees 
to 30 per cent pay cut 

Silverstone chief seeking to 
create new F1 buzz in Britain

nBA superstar Kevin Durant, who 
has not played since he tore his 
Achilles tendon a year ago, said he 
would not make his debut with the 
Brooklyn nets when the season re-
sumes late next month in orlando.

“my season is over. I don’t plan on 
playing at all,” in the 2019-2020 sea-
son, Durant said in an interview on 
Friday with The Undefeated.

“We decided last summer when it 
first happened that I was just going 
to wait until the following season. 
I had no plans of playing at all this 
season.”

The nBA suspended its season on 
march 11 as the covid-19 pandemic 
erupted, leaving professional sport 
in north America at a standstill.

The league’s board of governors 
on Thursday gave the green light to 
a plan to restart the season at Disney 
World in orlando, Florida on july 31, 
without spectators.

The news was followed by specu-
lation over whether Durant would 
appear.

Durant, who was the nBA Finals 
most Valuable Player for the golden 
State Warriors in their 2017 and 2018 
championship runs, ruptured his 
right Achilles tendon in last june’s 
nBA Finals.

He then left california to join 
Brooklyn, where fans were hoping 
he would form a formidable duet 
with Kyrie Irving, who also arrived 
last summer.

“It’s just best for me to wait. I don’t 
think I’m ready to play that type 
of intensity right now in the next 
month,” said Durant.

He said, however, that his rehab 
was going well.

“I’m doing well. Working out ev-
ery day. I’m moving. I’m feeling like 
a normal player again,” he told The 
Undefeated.

Plans to restart the league received 
the approval of the players’ union 
on Friday, although some details re-
main to be ironed out.

Durant, who is among a dozen 
nBA players who tested positive for 
coronavirus in the spring, has not 
said whether he will accompany his 
teammates to Florida. aFP

nBA star Kevin Durant says he 
will not play for rest of the season

T
He managing director 
of Silverstone hopes 
the fact the english 
track is staging two 

grand Prix races this season 
will help lure a new round of 
fans into Formula one (F1).

The circuit will play host to 
races on August 2 and August 
9 as part of a revised F1 calen-
dar following the coronavirus 
outbreak.

no Premier League matches 
are scheduled for those dates 
and unlike last year, when 
the British grand Prix was up 
against england’s cricket World 
cup final triumph at Lord’s and 
the men’s singles final at Wim-
bledon, this year’s race may 
not face the same competition 
from rival sports events.

Indeed this year’s edition 
was initially moved back a 
week in july to avoid the euro 
2020 football and Wimbledon 
finals but would have clashed 
with the culmination of golf’s 
British open.

But all those marquee sports 
fixtures won’t take place this 
year because of covid-19.

“on the one hand of course 
you want your sport to domi-
nate the back pages and 
sometimes the front,” Silver-
stone managing director Stu-
art Pringle told BBc Radio. 

“But equally for the fans 
that attend the grand prix, 
we have had some absolutely 
fantastic afternoons when we 
have gone over to the main 
stage and watched the foot-

ball or the cricket final.
“making an afternoon of 

sport is an amazing live event 
with being able to flick the gi-
ant screens over.”

Pringle, however, added: 
“But I do think that by being 
top of the bill this summer, 
hopefully we may introduce 
some people.

“We all love our own sport 
and sometimes we don’t try 
other sports. And actually if 
you’re a sports fan, just getting 
stuck into something is a great 
experience . . . I’m sure we will 
pick up some new people.”

The British government has 
granted an exemption to the 
14-day quarantine period for 
international arrivals, mean-
ing overseas-based teams 

should still be able to race at 
Silverstone.

And Pringle said the 
northamptonshire track could 
cope with the particular health 
and safety challenges of stag-
ing two behind closed doors 
events amid the pandemic.

“I’m confident,” he said. 
“We will get everything ready. 
As a team at Silverstone we are 
used to changing our plans or 
having to deal with difficult, 
dynamic situations.

“We have some real chal-
lenges – in 2018, our motogP 
grand prix got rained off on 
the Sunday. In 2012, we had 
a stinking wet F1 race. many 
people in the team were work-
ing at the one in 2000, which 
was a mud bath.” aFP

Australia’s new rugby coach Dave Rennie has agreed to take a large pay 
cut to help the sport recover from coronavirus. aFP

Two Grand Prix races scheduled in the UK in August has Silverstone hoping to lure a new round of Formula One fans. aFP

Kevin Durant (right) has been out since last year’s NBA finals when he tore his Achilles 
tendon and since contracted coronavirus. aFP



MIXED martial arts (MMA) 
superstar Conor McGregor 
announced his retirement 
from the sport on Sunday.

The two-division Ultimate 
Fighting Championship 
(UFC) World Champion said 
his fighting days were over in 
a Twitter message posted on 
his verified account, along-
side a picture of the Irishman 
with his mother, Margaret.

“Hey guys I’ve decided to re-
tire from fighting. Thank you 
all for the amazing memories! 
What a ride it’s been!” he wrote.

“Here is a picture of myself 
and my mother in Las Vegas 
post one of my World title 

wins! Pick the home of your 
dreams Mags I love you! What-
ever you desire it’s yours.”

The controversial fighter, 
nicknamed ‘The Notorious’, first 
announced his retirement from 
the sport in March last year after 
being battered into submission 
by arch-rival Khabib Nurmago-
medov in October 2018.

He made a return to the octa-
gon in January after 15 months 
of inaction to knock out the 
US’ Donald “Cowboy” Cerrone 
in just 40 seconds in Las Vegas. 

The 31-year-old, an icon of 
the UFC, is no stranger to con-
troversy and hit the headlines 
last year for an attack on an 

older man in a Dublin bar that 
was captured in a viral video.

McGregor, one of the most 
popular fighters in MMA his-
tory, has a record of 22-4 and 
was the first UFC fighter to 
hold two championship belts 
at the same time.

He achieved that feat in 
2016, when he stopped Eddie 
Alvarez in a lightweight title 
fight, adding it to his feather-
weight title.

That triumph was followed 
by a loss to boxer Floyd May-
weather in a cross-combat fight 
in 2017. A loss to Nurmagome-
dov after was his last before an-
nouncing his retirement. afp

UFC’s McGregor to retire

Sport
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Bayern inches closer to title amid race protests
B

UNDESLIGA players wore 
black armbands and took 
the knee in displays of sup-
port for the Black Lives 

Matter protests on Saturday, as Bay-
ern Munich kept title rivals Borussia 
Dortmund at bay with a ninth suc-
cessive win.

Bayern striker Robert Lewan-
dowski scored his 30th league goal 
of the season as Bayern came from 
behind to claim a 4-2 victory over 
Bayer Leverkusen, a win which kept 
them seven points ahead of second-
placed Dortmund, who beat Hertha 
Berlin 1-0.

After Lucas Alario secured an early 
lead for the home side, Bayern struck 
twice in quick succession just before 
half-time to turn the game in their fa-
vour after Kingsley Coman’s equaliser.

A mistake from Moussa Diaby al-
lowed Coman to curl in the equal-
iser, before a fizzing shot from Leon 
Goretzka and an elegant lob from 
Serge Gnabry saw Bayern take a 
two-goal lead into the break.

“We didn’t start well, but I think 
it’s something which really distin-
guishes us at the moment, that we 
are able to fight our way back into 
games,” Goretzka told Sky.

Lewandowski sealed the win in 
the second half, equalling his most 
prolific Bundesliga season, al-
though Leverkusen teenager Florian 
Wirtz struck late on to become the 
Bundesliga’s youngest-ever scorer at 
just 17 years and 34 days.

“We already knew he was a huge tal-
ent,” said Leverkusen coach Peter Bosz 
of the teenager, who beat the record set 
by Nuri Sahin for Borussia Dortmund 

in November 2005 by 48 days.
Both of the country’s top two clubs 

used Saturday’s games to make 
statements against police brutality 
and racism as thousands of protest-
ers assembled in city centres across 
Germany.

Dortmund players warmed up in T-
shirts bearing messages of solidarity 
such as “no justice, no peace”, before 
taking the knee in the centre circle 

with their Hertha colleagues for a 
moment’s silence before kick-off.

Bayern players, meanwhile, wore 
black “Black Lives Matter” arm-
bands during their rampant win 
over Leverkusen.

“As players, we always have the same 
message – we are tolerant, we are open, 
we are open to the world,” Bayern cap-
tain Manuel Neuer told Sky.

Can keeps Dortmund hopes alive? 

Dortmund battled to a 1-0 home 
win over Hertha thanks to a second-
half strike from Emre Can.

England winger Jadon Sancho, 
who was among the first Bundes-
liga players to lend his voice to the 
protests last weekend, missed from 
close range just after the break be-
fore setting up Can with a deft chip 
over the back line on 57 minutes.

A late equaliser from Christian 

Strohdiek saw bottom-of-the-table 
Paderborn snatch a 1-1 draw away 
to RB Leipzig.

Timo Werner set up Patrik Schick 
on 27 minutes to give Leipzig the 
lead, but they were forced to defend 
it with 10 men after Dayot Upameca-
no was booked twice in the first half.

Strohdiek’s last-minute strike gave 
Paderborn their fourth draw in five 
games, though Steffen Baumgart’s 
side remain eight points off Fortuna 
Duesseldorf, who occupy the relega-
tion play-off place.

Duesseldorf themselves missed 
the chance to move towards safety, 
as they battled to a dramatic 2-2 
draw against 10-man Hoffenheim.

A headed opener from Rouwen 
Hennings and a red card for Hoffen-
heim’s Benjamin Huebner put the 
home side in pole position.

However, the visitors struck back 
with goals from Munas Dabbur and 
Steven Zuber before Hennings saved 
a point with a late penalty.

Uwe Roesler’s side remain three 
points adrift of safety in the relegation 
play-off place, after goals from Moussa 
Niakhate and Pierre Kunde Malong 
gave fellow strugglers Mainz a rare win 
over local rivals Eintracht Frankfurt.

Having sealed a crucial win with 
his 77th-minute strike, Cameroon 
international Kunde also joined the 
protests, taking a knee in place of a 
celebration.

“I think it’s good. It isn’t a political 
statement, it’s just a position, and 
these are values that we have. For 
me, there is no other possible posi-
tion to take,” said Mainz sporting di-
rector Rouven Schroeder. afp

HIGH-RANKING Olympic offi-
cial Pierre-Olivier Beckers on 
Saturday made plain that the 
delayed Tokyo Olympics “will 
be held in 2021 or not at all”.

The Belgian was reiterating 
the stance put forward by 
Japan and International Olym-
pic Committee (IOC) chief 
Thomas Bach that next year 
was the last chance to hold the 
Games postponed due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

He told Belgian newspaper 
L’Avenir: “Today everyone is 
sure that they will start on July 
23, 2021.

“We are convinced that the 
Games will take place in 2021 
or they won’t take place.

“It’s unthinkable to keep such 
a project on the go for any 
longer considering the enor-
mous costs and all the thou-
sands of people involved.”

Beckers suggested it was 
“essential” that the traditional 
sporting calendar emerges from 
its Covid-19 lockdown before 
allowing major sporting events 
like the Olympics to be staged.

“All the sporting federations 
have to adapt to the Games’ 
postponement.

“We can’t envisage a similar 
upheaval a second time,” 
stressed the president of Bel-
gium’s Olympic Committee.

Beckers said a final decision 
on Tokyo “will be taken in the 
spring if questions [over the 
global health crisis] persist.”

He said he was optimistic 
over the staging of the Games, 
rejecting any notion that it 
would be held behind closed 
doors.

In March, Tokyo 2020 was 
postponed one year over the 
coronavirus, which has killed 
hundreds of thousands around 
the world and halted interna-
tional sport and travel.

Beckers heads the IOC’s 
coordinating commission for 
the 2024 Games and he said he 
wanted Paris “to be different” 

to past editions.
He said: “We want to stage 

Games that are economically 
responsible, inclusive, sustain-
able and useful for society.

“The IOC’s desire is that the 
Games adapt to the needs of 
cities, countries, and vice versa. 
Paris will be the first edition 
that will fully fit into this 
vision.

“We must fight against 
gigantism . . . In Paris, we will 
return to a budget lower than 
that of previous editions – 
€3.8 billion ($4.3 billion) for 
operations and around three 
billion for all infrastructure.” 
afp

Bayern Munich coach Hans-Dieter Flick wears a shirt that reads ‘Red against racism – Black Lives Matter’. His team is closing in on 
a Bundesliga title. pOOL/afp

UFC champ Conor McGregor tweeted on Sunday that his fighting days are over. afp

Japanese protesters in opposition to a Tokyo Olympics may get their 
wish as the IOC is considering scrapping the games. afp

Senior Olympic official says it’s 
2021 or never for Tokyo Games
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