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Long Kimmarita

A
CCOUNTANTS, auditors, 
enterprises and NGOs that 
delay the submission of their 
tax return forms or commit 

accounting fraud are liable to a fine of 
more than 30 million riel ($7,300), ac-
cording to a new sub-decree on Trans-
actional Penalties for Violations in Ac-
counting and Auditing Laws.

The eight-page sub-decree, signed by 
Prime Minister Hun Sen on Monday, 
aims to promote accountability and 
ensure the proper implementation of 
the law on accounting and auditing.

The sub-decree states that the 
transactional penalty falls under the 
purview of the National Accounting 
Council (NAC) where its director has 
the right to make decisions after re-
viewing the proposal for a decision 
by the general secretariat.

The amount of the transactional pen-
alties, which starts from 800,000 riel, is 
subject to the state revenue of the NAC.

If the crimes are repeated, the guilty 
party could either face double transac-
tional penalties, suspension or withdraw-
al of its accounting and auditing profes-
sional licence, as well as legal action.

However, the sub-decree provides 

an avenue for appeal over the deci-
sion with the NAC within 15 days.

“Accused parties also have the right 
to file an appeal to the Minister of 
Economy and Finance and the court 
within 30 days,” the document read.

Ministry spokesman Meas Soksen-
san told The Post on Tuesday that the 
sub-decree was issued in response to 
changes in the accounting and audit-
ing practices in Cambodia and overseas 
due to economic transformations.

Recent economic developments 
have required respective countries to 
update their regulations on account-
ing management.

“Owing to that, Cambodia imple-
mented this sub-decree so that it can 
manage the sector more effectively,” 
Soksensan said.

Heang Phirum, a private company 
accountant in Phnom Penh, said al-
though the penalty is high, subordinate 
institutions must obey the law.

She also hopes that the law would 
be implemented transparently na-
tionwide.

 “We don’t have many experts [in 
the accounting and auditing sector] 
as they are difficult to find and com-
panies don’t hire them because they 
are expensive,” Phirum said.

Fines await late tax filing

Kingdom’s healthcare revamped 
Voun Dara

MORE than 20,000 medical staff and 
some $166 million will be transferred 
to each capital and provincial admin-
istrations to implement healthcare 
services for residents, Minister of Inte-
rior Sar Kheng said on Wednesday.

This includes 17,238 doctors who 
had worked at referral hospitals and 
health centres and 2,886 doctors who 
had served at the health departments 
and the operational district health 
offices. 

Additionally, nearly 3,000 contract 

staff who are serving at the health 
departments and the referral hospitals 
in the capital and provinces, towns, 
districts and various health centres 
had also been transferred to the capi-
tal and provincial administrations

Sar Kheng said Cambodia was encoun-
tering a difficult situation because of 
Covid-19 and the government was unit-
ed in carrying out some essential prior-
ity tasks at the local level.

He said decentralisation has worked 
over the past 10 years and the goal of 
the transfers is for medical profession-
als to formally begin carrying out their 

roles and duties of managing, organis-
ing and providing healthcare services 
for residents in their jurisdictions in a 
responsible, efficient, transparent and 
accountable manner.

“What the capital and provincial 
administrations have to take respon-
sibility for in terms of implementing 
healthcare functions is to perform 
those tasks based on policy, strategic 
plans of the health sector and stand-
ards as defined by the Ministry of 
Health,” Sar Kheng said.

Aboriginal 
teens in OZ 
tear-gassed 
‘illegally’ 
ABORIGINAL teenagers were ille-
gally tear-gassed in an Australian 
juvenile jail, a court ruled on 
Wednesday amid renewed public 
condemnation over police abuse 
of indigenous citizens in custody.

Four former inmates of the Don 
Dale youth detention centre 
brought legal action against the 
Northern Territory government 
after being tear-gassed while 
locked in their cells in 2014.

Prison officers used a CS fogger, 
classified as a prohibited weapon, in 
an enclosed space outside their cells 
to subdue another detainee who had 
escaped, exposing the boys to tear 
gas. They were reportedly aged 
between 15 and 17 at the time.

Australia’s High Court ruled the 
use of tear gas was unlawful battery 
and the former detainees were enti-
tled to compensation.

Don Dale became infamous in 
2016 when graphic footage showing 
conditions in the facility were broad-
cast, sparking public outrage and 
leading to a government inquiry.

In one 2015 video, a 17-year-old 
boy was hooded, shackled to a 
restraint chair and left alone for two 
hours at the Darwin facility, with 
critics likening it to the US military 
prison Guantanamo Bay in Cuba.

In 2017, the inquiry reported it 
had found “systemic failures” in the 
youth detention system and recom-
mended the closure of Don Dale, 
though the centre remains open.

Just five per cent of children aged 
10 to 17 are indigenous, but official 
figures showed in 2018 they made 
up half of all youth detainees 
nationally – and 100 per cent in the 
Northern Territory. AFP

Confrontation
a protester confronts an lapD officer during a demonstration over the death of george floyd in Hollywood, California on tuesday. AFP
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KANDAL provincial governor 
Kong Sophorn said on Wednes-
day that Vietnamese officials 
disassembled seven more 
tents from the border in Kan-
dal province after the govern-
ment requested Vietnamese 
officials to remove them as 
quickly as possible.

Sophorn told The Post on 
Wednesday that Vietnam agreed 
to disassemble seven of the 22 
tents remaining and moved four 
of them from other locations to 
its land 100m from the border. 

He said Vietnamese officials 
requested permission to put 

tents on the border during the 
spread of Covid-19.

“If Vietnam still does not disas-
semble all its tents from those 
locations, we have to use the law. 
We should not use armed forces 
to solve the problem because we 
are friends. We never use vio-
lence with each other,” he said.

The Cambodian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs on May 13 
assigned its ambassador to 
Vietnam to discuss the 31 bor-
der tents that were put up 
without any agreement.

It requested Vietnamese offi-
cials to disassemble the tents 
and maintain the border’s 
original state according to a 

mutual declaration released 
on January 17, 1995, and a sup-
plementary treaty in 2005.

On May 28, the Vietnamese 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs said 
assembling tents did not affect 
the border between the two 
countries. Vietnamese officials 
promised to disassemble some 
of the tents in the areas.

In early May, Vietnamese 
military officials camped at 31 
locations along the border of 
the Loeuk Dek and Koh Thom 
districts of Kandal province.

Royal Academy of Cambodia 
president Sok Touch said on 
Wednesday that if Vietnamese 
officials keep the tents 100m 

from the border, then it is legal. 
“If Vietnam refuses to move all 

the tents away from the dis-
puted border area, then it does 
not want to build a good rela-
tionship with Cambodia. Viet-
nam should return to the signed 
bilateral agreements between 
the two governments,” he said.

Kin Phea, the director of the 
Royal Academy of Cambodia’s 
International Relations Institute, 
said: “Camping on the border 
that is not fully agreed by both 
parties is unreasonable.

“I think Vietnam should value 
Cambodia on behalf of its 
neighbours. We have cooper-
ated well for years,” he said.

Continued from page 1

In the meantime, he said 
the capital and provincial 
health directors will be 
accountable and responsible 
for each province to manage, 
organise and support tech-
niques and monitor [health 
department leaders].

Ministry secretary of state 
Ngan Chamroeurn highlighted 
a report on transferring man-
agement duties and healthcare 
services to the capital and pro-
vincial administrations.

He said overall, the struc-
ture of the capital and provin-
cial health departments had 
currently been transferred to 
the capital and provincial 
administrations.

That includes 25 health 
departments, 25 capital and 
provincial referral hospitals, 
103 operational district health 

offices, 92 town and district 
referral hospita ls, 1,221 
healthcare centres and 127 
healthcare facilities.

Minister of Health Mam 
Bun Heng said transferring 
the structures of the hospital 
and departments in the capi-
tal and provinces to be under 
the management of the capi-
tal and provincial adminis-
trations is a new turning point 
in carrying out reforms in the 
healthcare sector in response 
to the needs.

“This decentralisation is to 
be prepared step by step and 
carefully to maintain smooth-
ness in providing healthcare 
services in line with national 
health requirements,” Bun 
Heng said.
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KOH Kong provincial police 
confiscated more than 10 bi-
cycles from a group of Mother 
Nature Organisation youths 
who were riding from Koh 
Kong province to Phnom Penh 
to submit a petition to Prime 
Minister Hun Sen proposing 
that Koh Kong Krao Island be 
certified a protected area.

Koh Kong provincial hall 
spokesman Sok Sothy told The 
Post that authorities had taken 
the bicycles and blocked the 
group from moving forward 
because they had not cooper-
ated with the authorities.

“We asked them to come in 
for a Covid-19 screening and 
they did not cooperate,” he said. 
He said the group had gathered 
without legal permission.

“They said they want to sub-
mit the petition to Samdach, 
but the government has an-
nounced a ban on large gath-
erings. They come from many 
groups and areas, including 
Koh Kong, Battambang and 
Preah Sihanouk and we have 
to restrain them,” he said.

Sothy said if the youth group 
intended to submit a petition 
to Hun Sen, they should have 
submitted a letter to the pro-
vincial administration to follow 
up on their journey and avoid 
any unpleasant incidents.

He said if the group had 
cooperated with the authori-
ties from the beginning, there 
would have been no problems.

A member of the Mother Na-
ture youth group Rai Reaksa, 
who participated in the cam-
paign, told The Post that more 
than 10 people had been rid-
ing their bikes since Monday 
to travel to Phnom Penh to 
submit a petition to Hun Sen.

However when they arrived 
in Trapaing Roung district, they 
were restrained by Koh Kong 
authorities intent on prevent-
ing them from travelling.

“The authorities called for us 
to get a health checkup at Tra-
paing Roung Health Centre, 
but when we went in they kept 
demanding documents. They 
took away our bikes for not 
moving forward,” she said.

Reaksa said she consid-
ers the activity a violation of 
freedom and a serious rights 
abuse. She said the authori-
ties did everything to prevent 
their journey.

“If there is no return of our bi-

cycles we will walk from Trapaing 
Roung district to Phnom Penh 
and ask for them,” she said.

Cambodian Centre for Hu-
man Rights (CCHR) executive 
director Chak Sopheap wrote 
on her Facebook page that 
it is not new that youth and 
environmental activists are 
detained for promoting and 
protecting the environment.

She said a bicycle ban also 
occurred in 2014 on grounds 
that the group needed per-
mission, although the peace-
ful demonstration law re-
quires only notification.

“And this is not a demon-
stration. Do all meetings and 
cycling need permission? Au-
thorities should enthusiastical-
ly support environmental pro-
tection campaigns and should 
spend resources in the preven-
tion of deforestation and lake-
sea erosion,” she said.

Government spokesman 
Phay Siphan told The Post that 
“there is no problem with this 
activity”. “It’s just their choice 
and standing up for their rights 
is an option. In this case, it 
should be relevant to the Min-
istry of the environment.”

environment ministry 
spokesman Neth Pheaktra 
said any campaign by the 
youth group was their right, 
but the blockade was the de-
cision of the local authority 
and the ministry only sup-
ports legal activities.

He said that even though 
the youths did not campaign, 
the ministry has been con-
ducting a study of documents 
and data related to the Koh 
Kong Krao area for the past 
three years to plan the outly-
ing Koh Kong Krao area as a 
sea national park.

The area, he said, is rich in 
natural resources and biodiver-
sity, and has beautiful beaches.

“The ministry found that 
Koh Kong Krao is home to 
endangered marine life like 
sea dolphins. The ministry 
will connect the new park to 
Peam Krasop Wildlife Sanctu-
ary, Tatai Wildlife Sanctuary, 
and other conservation areas 
in the region of the Gulf of 
Thailand,” he said.

Meanwhile, Pheaktra said 
Cambodia has 69 protected 
areas including national parks 
and wildlife sanctuaries on 
7.3 million hectares, equal to 
41 per cent of the Kingdom’s 
land surface.

Youth cyclists 
blocked in Koh 
Kong province

High school health centre 
to host incoming travellers

Khorn Savi

T
He Ministry of Health 
designated Hun Sen 
Champuvorn High 
School on Wednesday 

as a health check facility for all 
travellers entering Cambodia.

The high school, which has 
been fitted with 200 beds, is 
located in the capital’s Chau 
commune in Por Sen Chey dis-
trict, near the Phnom Penh 
International Airport. 

Since May 20, the govern-
ment has required all passen-
gers entering the country to be 
taken to waiting areas for 
health checks.

Samples taken from them are 
to be tested for Covid-19 at the 
Institut Pasteur du Cambodge 
before they are quarantined 
either at home, a hotel, or a loca-
tion chosen by the authorities.

Previously, passengers enter-
ing Cambodia were taken to 
the Cambodian Air Force 
Headquarters and the Chak 
Angre Krom Health Centre, 
which have 200 beds each.

Ministry secretary of state York 
Sambath told Fresh News on 
Wednesday that the high school 

was converted into a health 
facility to prepare for passengers 
scheduled to arrive on six 
incoming flights from China and 
South Korea on Wednesday. 

Some of the passengers were 
Cambodian migrant workers 
from South Korea.

“Cambodian passengers are 
not required to pay a fee for the 
health services, while foreigners 
are required to pay for accom-

modation and other expenses 
when they are placed in hotels 
for isolation,” she said.

She said the government start-
ed allowing passengers from the 
uS, Iran, Spain, France and Italy 
to enter Cambodia on May 20, 
and as of Tuesday, more than 
2,000 foreigners and Cambodi-
ans had arrived at the Phnom 
Penh International Airport.

Sambath could not be reached 

for comment on Wednesday 
while ministry spokeswoman Or 
Vandine confirmed that she had 
received the information regard-
ing passengers from abroad.

State Secretariat of Civil 
Aviation (SSCA) spokesman 
Sin Chansereyvutha said over 
the past few days, six or seven 
planes a day had flown into 
Cambodia, but he was unsure 
of their nationalities. 

The ministry recently said 
foreign passengers allowed to 
enter Cambodia must have 
letters confirming that they 
had tested negative for Covid-
19 and hold health insurance 
coverage of at least $50,000.

All passengers must be 
admitted to waiting centres to 
be tested for Covid-19 and wait 
for their results from Institut 
Pasteur du Cambodge. 

The ministry said if a passen-
ger tested positive for Covid-19, 
all others on the flight must be 
quarantined at locations man-
dated by the inter-ministerial 
committee on Covid-19 Pre-
vention and Control. 

If they test negative for Cov-
id-19, they will be allowed to 
quarantine at home, it said.

The Health Ministry prepares quarantine centers for passengers from 
Korea and China. hean rangsey

Vietnamese move more tents from border

Decentralised health 
workers will manage 
local responsibilities

Koh Kong authorities confiscate the bicycles of the environmental 
group Mother Nature. Mother nature
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WING (Cambodia) 
Limited Specialised 
Bank has collected 
donations amounting 

to   $21,016.70 since the launch of its 
“Initiative to Support Communities in 
Need Amid Covid-19” campaign to 
benefit cash-strapped tour guides and 
tuk-tuk drivers.

The Kingdom’s leading mobile 
banking service provider initiated the 
campaign with the support of The 
Phnom Penh Post in early April and 
garnered support from more than 
7,800 donors.

Wing staff, customers and  Wing 
Cash Xpress agents, as well as 
employees of the Royal Group have 
stepped in to support the charity drive 
which aims to help lessen the accute 
financial burden facing tuk-tuk driv-
ers and tour guides.

The donations were channelled 
through the Wing Money App and 
Wing Cash Xpress agents across 
Cambodia.

Manu Rajan, the CEO of Wing, said 
the initiative is a show of solidarity at 
a critical time as much of the world 
grapples with a pandemic that has 

paralysed global trade and the world 
economy, with those in the informal 
sectors suffering the most.

“[These] donations play a crucial 
role in helping our communities dur-
ing this tough time. Not only do they 
help those in need, but they also show 
our solidarity as a nation to help each 
other out of the hardship caused by 
the pandemic.

“That is the need of the hour, and 
we are thrilled to have such support,” 
Manu said.

He added that as a responsible cor-
porate citizen, the company is mind-
ful not only of its safety and health, 
but also that of its neighbours in need 
and suffering countrymen.

“Wing considers it our responsi-
bility as the largest mobile financial 
services company in Cambodia to 
mobilise resources and people to help 
our communities during these dif-
ficult times,” Manu said.

The Phnom Penh Post publisher 
and CEO Ly Tayseng said: “We are 
happy to partner with Wing in this 
initiative to support tuk-tuk drivers 
and tour guides whose financial posi-
tion has been gravely affected during 

this pandemic.
“As one of the largest print and 

online media companies in the 
Kingdom, with The Phnom Penh Post 
and Post Khmer being among the few 
national newspapers in Cambodia, we 
realise the importance of our role in 
disseminating important and relevant 
news and information.

“It is in the national interest that 
[corporations] come together to do 
our part to assist the less fortunate in 
this time of need. The partnership of 
The Phnom Penh Post as the official 
media for Wing in this initiative is 
one such example.

Ngil Sokk llap, a Wing Cash Xpress 
agent in Phnom Penh who donated 
$25 through the Wing Money App, 
welcomed the initiative, echoing 
Manu and Tayseng in saying that her 
contribution, however small, was a 
show of solidarity.

“I cannot ignore [vulnerable] com-
munities during this difficult time. 
If we have more than enough to eat, 

we need to share it with one another. 
Small contributions become impor-
tant when people join hands to help 
those in need,” she said. 

Phnom Penh-based phone repairer 
Chea Rady held a similar view as 
Illap, saying that he had made his 
donation to support the less fortunate.

“I believe my small donation of 
$12 through Wing will help vulner-
able people who are suffering during 
the pandemic,” he said.

Tuk-tuk drivers and tour guides 
can visit either Wing’s head office in 
Phnom Penh or Wing’s representative 
office in Siem Reap to receive $30 of 
credit in their Wing account.

Donations are ongoing and can be 
made through more than 7,500 Wing 
Cash Xpress agents across the Kingdom 
or via its digital platforms – in riel 
through account number 03210000 and 
US dollars through 03310000. 

Donations pour in for Wing’s Covid-19 campaign
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Wing CEO Manu Rajan. 

The Phnom Penh Post CEO Ly Tayseng.

Manu (second from right) presents a certificate to one of the participants. The fundraising drive, initiated by Wing, is supported by The Phnom  Penh Post.

”
We are happy to partner 
with Wing in this initiative 
to support tuk-tuk drivers 
and tour guides whose 
financial position has been 
gravely affected during 
this pandemic

 
Ly Tayseng /ThE PhnOm PEnh POsT 
PubLIshER AnD CEO

May Kunmakara

CAMBODIA Airports, the long-
standing owner and manager 
of Cambodia’s three interna-
tional airports, presented a fi-
nal long-term master plan on 
Tuesday for the development 
of Sihanouk International Air-
port to the State Secretariat of 
Civil Aviation (SSCA).

Cambodia Airports CeO 
Alain Brun presented the 20-
year development and invest-
ment plan to SSCA minister 
Mao Havannall at his office, 
according to a press state-
ment from the company. 

It said one of the key devel-
opment projects scheduled to 
be completed in the second 
half of this year is the exten-
sion and renovation of the 
runway to handle wide-body 
and long-haul aircraft.

“The plan for the interna-
tional airport in Preah Siha-
nouk province is testament to 
the continued commitment of 
Cambodia Airports and French 
parent company Vinci Airports 
to enhance air connectivity and 
contribute to unlocking busi-
ness and tourism opportuni-
ties for the benefit of the people 
of Cambodia,” Brun said.

SSCA spokesman Sinn Chan-
sereyvutha told The Post that the 
plan is the latest update to a long-
term investment move by Cam-

bodia Airports to expand airport 
infrastructure and accommo-
date passenger and cargo traffic 
growth in the coming decades.

He said that Phase 1 of the de-
velopment plan will take place 
between now and 2030 and 
Cambodia Airports is planning 
major overhauls, including the 
runway extension to 3,300m 
from the current 2,500m, a new 
taxiway and aircraft stands and 
the construction of a new ter-
minal that can handle three 
million passengers.

Phase 2, which will last until 
2040, will expand the termi-
nal and further enhance the 
runway. Apron capacity – the 
number of passengers served 
in one-hour at the terminal – is 
expected to grow to six million.

Last year, the number of 
passengers passing through 
Cambodia’s international air-
ports totalled nearly 11.6 mil-
lion – six million for Phnom 
Penh International Airport, 
3.9 million for Siem Reap Air-
port and the rest for Sihanouk 
International Airport. 

Starting from a low base 
but experiencing triple-digit 
growth, Sihanouk Interna-
tional Airport handled more 
than 1.6 million passengers.

The three airports combined 
serve 55-plus destinations and 
welcome 700 regular flights 
per week.

Long-term master 
plan for P Sihanouk 
int’l airport unveilved

Drilling firm condemned 
after death of two workers
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

T
He Building and Wood Workers’ 
Trade union Federation of Cam-
bodia (BWTuC) and the Centre 
for Alliance of Labour and Hu-

man Rights (Central) on Tuesday urged 
the government to suspend the opera-
tions of a company conducting drilling 
operations at a mountain in Kampot af-
ter two employees were killed by falling 
rocks on Friday.

The two deceased employees were 31-
year-old Kon Tal and 34-year-old Menh Ron.

BWTuC found that the company, Kam-
pot (CK) Industrial Special economic 
Zone, did not follow proper safety or oth-
er technical guidelines. In a joint press 
release, both organisations called for the 
company to be thoroughly inspected.

The company was contracted to pro-
vide materials for cement production by 
Thai Boon Roong Cement Co Ltd.

BWTuC vice-president Sou Chhlonh 
said on Wednesday that after the two 
workers were killed while drilling at 
a blasting site, his working group had 
conducted an inspection and found it 
lacking essential safety and technical 
standards.

“Workers at the explosion site didn’t 
wear uniforms or [protective] gear to 
protect themselves from hazards. This 
worksite poses dangerous risks to em-
ployees,” he said.

Central programme coordinator Khun 
Tharo said besides a lack of safety mea-
sures in the workplace, the company 
had not yet signed an agreement with 
the national Social Security Foundation  

(nSSF) under the Department or the 
Ministry of Labour, which would guar-
antee certain benefits to workers.

“Although the company has offered 
$35,000 compensation to the families of 
the victims, it has not registered with the 
nSSF, which means the families aren’t 
entitled to nSSF benefits provided un-
der the employment Law.

“In light of this company’s shortcom-
ings, our team decided to request the re-
lated authorities to temporarily suspend 
its operations. We also request that the 
authorities effectively and transparently 

inspect its operations regularly. 
“This company has to register with the 

nSSF immediately to ensure workers 
receive benefits according to the labour 
law,” he said.

Kampot provincial Labour and Voca-
tional Training Department director ung 
Por Heng told The Post on Wednesday 
that he sent experts to the worksite at 
the mountain after helping the victims’ 
families prepare the funerals.

“The company has already given 
$35,000 to each victim’s family and they 
did not ask for more,” he said.

The drilling firm was contracted to provide materials for cement production by Thai Boon Roong 
Cement Co Ltd (pictured). supplied



Kampong 
Thom police
arrest 11men 
for gambling 
 
KAMPONG Thom au-

thorities on Wednesday 
questioned 11 men after 

they were arrested on Monday 
for allegedly gambling on dice 
games and cockfights in Doung 
commune’s Kruos village in 
Prasat Balang district.

During the raid, authorities 
confiscated 59 motorbikes and 
11 roosters.

Phon Sophal, the crime bureau 
chief at the provincial Military Po-
lice station said on Wednesday that 
he is waiting on orders from the 
prosecutor to decide whether to 
send them to the provincial court 
or educate and release them.

“If the prosecutor orders [us] 
to send them to court, we will do 
so,” he said.

Sophal said the authorities 
investigated the men because 
gambling can affect social order 
and it violated village and com-
mune policies.

The owners of the 59 motor-
bikes escaped when authorities 
arrived, he said, adding that 
addictive gamblers tend to be 
greedy and become irritated 
when they lose money, which can 
lead to violence or even murder.

“When they lose money and 
they cannot steal other people’s 
property, they steal property at 
home to gamble. Sometimes, 
this also causes domestic vio-
lence,” he said. Kim Sarom
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Hin Pisei

THe government has high 
hopes that Sihanoukville will 
be the country’s first smart 
city and a magnet for foreign 
investment once coastal in-
frastructure development is 
completed.

Prime Minister Hun Sen said 
during a meeting on Monday 
that with the construction of 
new roads and infrastructure 
equipped with smart lighting 
and security camera installa-

tions, which has cost $300 mil-
lion, Sihanoukville is now the 
first smart city in Cambodia 
and better than Phnom Penh.

“I can say that Preah Si-
hanouk province has become 
one of the leading smart cities 
in the country. Our main goal 
now is to make it into a multi-
purpose city,” he said.

In urging other cities to opt 
for installation of smart lights, 
Hun Sen said Sihanoukville 
has benefited from more than 
5,000 smart lights, which illu-

minate the city while dramat-
ically cutting power costs.

Preah Sihanouk provincial 
Chamber of Commerce vice-
president Khut Sophorn told 
The Post on Tuesday that the 
economy and the number of 
investors will soon increase 
in Preah Sihanouk province.

While it is known as a po-
tential location for invest-
ment in all business sectors, it 
also has natural scenery and 
beautiful beaches, he said.

Oem Senghou, branch 
manager of Century 21 Zillion 
Holding in Preah Sihanouk 
province, said the area will be 
the main pillar of Cambodia’s 
economy and the real estate 
sector will grow even more in 
the future.

“Improved infrastructure 
and urban civilization will 
boost tourist arrivals and in-
vestment in Preah Sihanouk 
province,” he said.

Preah Sihanouk provincial 
administration spokesman 
Kheang Phearom said the 
current activities involving 
Sihanoukville’s infrastruc-
ture development and smart 
lighting equipment are not 
fully complete.

“Through the development 
of special infrastructure, es-
pecially the 34 roads that are 
being built, we expect Preah 
Sihanouk province will 
see continuous economic 
growth and attract national 
and international tourists 
as well as investors in many 
sectors,” he said.

Kingdom’s first ‘smart city’ to 
be a magnet for investments 

Men sent to Kratie court for 
unauthorised gold mining 
Soth Koemsoeun

MILITARY Police officers sent 
three suspects to the Kratie Pro-
vincial Court on Wednesday for 
illegally mining gold in Thnal 
village in Snuol district’s Svay 
Chreah commune, Military 
Police chief San Bunthan said. 

The three suspects, who 
were detained on Monday, 
allegedly mined gold without 
proper permission. 

He identified the suspects 

as Lach Koem Heng, 57; his 
brother Lach Koem Heang, 
47; and 53-year-old Oeung 
Seng, all of whom live in 
Thnal village.

District governor Kong Kim-
ny said on Wednesday that 
before their arrest, the three 
suspects had been repeatedly 
warned by local authorities to 
cease their illegal activities, 
but they continued.

Kimny said: “We have pre-
viously told them that if they 

wanted to do business, they 
need to request permission. If 
they don’t register, they’re com-
mitting an illegal act. We gave 
them time to move their be-
longings but they did not listen.

“Therefore, we have to act 
according to the law.”

Provincial deputy governor 
Khan Chamnan and provin-
cial Department of Mines and 
energy director Sok Kiriroth 
could not be reached for 
comment Wednesday.

Officials inspect gold mines in Snuol district’s Svay Chreah commune. Supplied

Prime Minister Hun Sen said Sihanoukville has benefited from more 
than 5,000 smart lights, which illuminate the city while dramatically 
cutting power costs. YouSoS apdoulraShim

CSOs express 
concerns on 
Lao’s Mekong 
hydro project
Soth Koemsoeun 

F
IVe civil society or-
ganisations (CSOs) in 
Cambodia working 
on the Luang Prabang 

hydropower project in Laos 
said in a press statement on 
Tuesday that it should be de-
layed because Lao authorities 
have insufficient details con-
cerning the transboundary 
impact assessment and don’t 
have concrete measures to 
mitigate its impact on lower 
Mekong countries. 

The CSOs have been in-
volved in the consultation 
process of the project since 
late last year, and they have 
requested that further studies 
be carried out with relevant 
stakeholders before opera-
tions commence.

The press statement further 
said the issues are related to 
fish migration, hydrology and 
sediment flow which could 
impact the Tonle Sap lake. 
Without concrete mitigation 
measures, the CSOs said, neg-
ative impacts would result.

Mak Bunthoeurn, the coor-
dinator of the Rivers Coalition 
of Cambodia (RCC), which 
is led by the nGO Forum on 
Cambodia, said on Wednes-
day that the change of natural 
water flow would impact Ton-
le Sap lake, fish farming and 
Cambodian food security. 

He said the assessment of 
the project’s impact on Tonle 
Sap Lake being used was pub-
lished in 2014, even though 
more recent studies have 
been conducted.

He further said that cascade 
dams on the Mekong would 
capture much of the sediment 
flowing from upstream.

The water flow will severely 
fluctuate and diminish sedi-
ment flows downstream lead-
ing to concerns of bank ero-
sion and related alterations of 
the river.

He said aquatic and ter-
restrial biota could also be 
affected. none of these con-
cerns is mentioned in the 
assessment currently being 
used in the project.

“Given the potential risks 

caused by mainstream hy-
dropower dams to Cambo-
dian communities who rely 
on the Mekong for their liveli-
hood, CSOs working on water 
governance in Cambodia are 
requesting a delay on the pro-
posed project,” he said.

The representative of the 
Lao embassy in Cambodia 
did not respond to request for 
comment on Wednesday. 

Deputy secretary-general of 
the Cambodia national Me-
kong Committee (CnMC) Kol 
Vathana said the Luang Pra-
bang hydropower project is lo-
cated more than 1,000km from 
the Cambodia-Lao border.

Vathana said according 

to the laws concerning the 
Mekong, member states 
have no right to oppose the 
project. The Lao side has no 
right to develop it without 
consideration of impacts on 
other countries either, he 
added.

He said before studying the 
project, the CnMC had con-
sidered the impacts and taken 
recommendations by CSOs.

“We allowed them [CSOs] to 
identify all the problems. We 
will continue to listen to their 
ideas. normally, CSOs do this 
work because they get aid from 
foreigners. But concerning de-
velopment or conservation, 
we understand it already. It is 

nothing problematic,” he said.
He said the Luang Prabang 

hydropower project is located 
in northern Laos upstream 
from the Xayaburi hydropow-
er dam and downstream from 
the Pak Beng Dam.

It is a development project 
between Laos and a company 
connected to the Vietnamese 
government, Petro Vietnam-
ese Corporate.

The project is scheduled to 
begin construction later this 
year and is expected to be 
completed in 2027. The hy-
dropower dam is designed to 
generate 1,460MW of power, 
which will be sold to Thailand 
and Vietnam.

Government on the Luang Prabang Hydropower project in March. Supplied
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USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,118 1.3517 7.1091 108.78 4.2675 1.3978 31.59 0.6909 1.1215 1.2585

Thou Vireak 

CAMBODIA and Australia are jointly 
implementing the “Public-Private 
Partnership Forum and Research 
Institution” to provide financial and 
technical support to small and medi-
um-sized enterprises (SMes) to pro-
duce agri-food products.

The Cambodian government has 
partnered with the Australian govern-
ment and partners to develop the 
agricultural product processing 
industry and attract more local and 
international investment, said a 
Khmer enterprise (Ke) statement 
obtained by The Post on Wednesday.

Ke is an implementation unit of the 
entrepreneurship Development 
Fund established by the Ministry of 
economy and Finance.

Ke and the Cambodia Australia 
Agricultural Value Chain Program 
(Cavac) will provide raw materials, as 
well as technical and financial assist-
ance to participants in the project, 
said the statement.

The Institute of Technology of Cam-
bodia (ITC) will provide further techni-
cal assistance, equipment, and facilities 
to support the development and 
processing of agri-food products.

It said: “SMes interested in partici-
pating in this project should consult 
with the ITC to submit a proposal and 
send it to Cavac for review.

“If the request is selected, the suc-
cessful SMes will work with the ITC 
on product innovation and technol-
ogy transfer. The project will begin 
receiving applications from mid-
june.”

Ke CeO Dr Chhieng Vanmunin said 
that with the support of the ministry, 
Ke has the vision to become the 
national platform for promoting entre-
preneurial activities in Cambodia. 

He said: “The project is in one of the 
priority areas of Cambodian entrepre-
neurs, agricultural processing.

“In addition to agri-food product 
development support, entrepreneurs 
can also get other support from Ke 
such as capacity upgrading and co-
investment opportunities.”

Australian Ambassador to Cambodia 
Pablo Kang said the Australian govern-
ment, through the Cavac programme, 
has been supporting the agri-food sec-
tor in the Kingdom for many years.

“now the Australian government is 
pleased to work with Ke and the ITC 
in building the foundation for the 
high-quality food processing indus-
try in Cambodia that will be produced 
by Cambodian SMes,” he said.

ITC director Dr Om Romny noted 
that ITC’s vision is to be a leading 
university in Cambodia in higher 
education and technology transfer 
and to support the sustainable devel-
opment of the Kingdom’s economy. 

“Through the project, ITC will use 
its existing lab facilities and includ-
ing skills and technology in agri-
food product processing develop-
ment and to help SMes to produce 
new agri-food processing products,” 
he said.

Pepper prices up on Vietnam demand
Thou Vireak 

P
ePPeR prices in Cambodia 
have soared since 2018 due 
to rising demand from Viet-
nam, insiders have said.

Cambodia Pepper and Spice Fed-
eration president Mak ny told The 
Post that increased demand from 
Vietnam led to a significant recovery 
in pepper prices at the beginning of 
this year’s harvest season.

The prices of pepper have in-
creased from 9,000 riel to 11,000 riel 
($2.19 to $2.67) per 550g compared 
to the same period last year, he said. 
The prices of Cambodian pepper has 
jumped since the beginning of last 
month after the Vietnamese pepper 
harvest ended in April, he said.

“I think, maybe Vietnam’s pepper 
harvest this year is low and they are 
worried about a shortage of pepper 
because Vietnam is a big market 
distributor, so it buys a lot of pep-
per from us to stock. That’s why our 
prices are rising so fast now.

“The recovery in pepper prices is 
a positive sign for Cambodian farm-
ers to adopt improved technologies 
and strengthen their techniques and 
approach to the cultivation of their 
pepper,” said ny.

The Cambodia Pepper and Spice 
Federation was jointly formed in 
november 2018 by the ministries 
of Commerce, and Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries with the aim to 
enhance the market and solve chal-
lenges in the sector, as the cash crop 
is currently facing depressed prices.

Viet nam news reported that pep-
per prices in the country have in-
creased compared to last year due 
to growing demand from China.

Vietnam Pepper Association Pres-
ident nguyen nam Hai said farmers 
in the country’s central and south-
ern plateau regions sell pepper for 
between 48,000 and 50,000 dong 
($2.06-$2.15) per kg.

ny said the prices of Cambodian 
pepper started to decline in 2018, 

as global pepper production ex-
ceeded 500,000 tonnes a year while 
global pepper demand was 450,000 
tonnes.

He said Cambodia’s pepper now 
relies 80 per cent on the Vietnamese 
market and around 15 per cent on 
the Thai market.

He estimates that this year’s pep-
per harvest yield on the Kingdom to-
tal 7,400ha of pepper will decline to 
around 16,000 tonnes, from 21,000 

tonnes last year.
“Our pepper yields have been low-

er than last year because some farm-
ers had to pay workers a fee because 
prices were too cheap last year, and 
poor weather conditions resulted in 
the crop having a low yield.”

KCCV Plantation Co Ltd general 
manager neth Angkea told The Post 
that domestic pepper prices have 
really hit a record in this year’s har-
vest season.

Currently, he said, the retail price 
of pepper on the local market is 
$1.80 per 100g and $8 per 500g.

A Ministry of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries report last year 
said the Kingdom exported 3,693 
tonnes, up 53.17 per cent from 2,411 
tonnes in 2018. 

The exports went to japan, Ger-
many, Belgium, the netherlands, 
France, the uS, Switzerland, Viet-
nam, Russia, the uK and India.

Gov’t sets deadline for property tax payment
May Kunmakara

THe government has set Sep-
tember 30 as the deadline for 
property owners to pay their 
2020 tax as a large number of 
property owners have not yet 
obliged.

A General Department of 
Taxation (GDT) directive 
noted that many property 
owners have not fulfilled 
their obligation to pay prop-
erty tax for this year.

A GDT official who asked not 
to be named told The Post on 
Wednesday that presently, 
GDT officials are going direct-
ly to the property owners to 
inform them about the obliga-
tion and demand that they re-
evaluate the value of any prop-
erty that they have upgraded.

The official said: “We have 
our officers go down directly to 
all districts in Phnom Penh and 

re-assess property values for 
updates and inform owners 
they are obliged to pay tax.

“The tax is actually not all that 
much, but we want to build a 
culture of paying taxes.”

The official said tax officers 
in some key provinces will 
also provide recommenda-
tions to property owners to 
avoid any fines in the future 
if they want to sell.

Anthony Galliano, the CeO 
of financial services firm Cam-
bodia Investment Manage-
ment Co Ltd, told The Post that 
Cambodia’s property taxes are 
unrealistically low and are 
misaligned with other coun-
tries in the region which ben-
efit from practical tax rates.

He said: “The boom in the 
condo, borey [gated commu-
nity], and commercial real 
estate markets over the last 
five years should have trans-

lated into an upsurge in 
property taxes, contributing 
to the national coffers.

“Instead, impractically low 
property tax revenues 
account for just 0.1 per cent 
of the country’s GDP [gross 
domestic product].”

He said the argument from 
the property sector – prima-
rily agents and developers – 
is to keep taxes low and 
encourage buying in the real 
estate market.

Taxes can be increased by 
raising the exemption tier from 
the present $25,000 to $50,000 
or $75,000, he said. The tax can 
be considerably increased from 
the current rate of 0.1 per cent 
to a more realistic level.

“This will safeguard low to 
middle-class property own-
ers and apply more appropri-
ate tax rates to wealthier 
owners,” said Galliano.

Kingdom, Oz 
partner up 
to develop 
agri-foods

The prices of pepper have increased from 9,000 riel to 11,000 riel ($2.19 to $2.67) per 550g compared to the same period last year. 
HENG CHIVOAN

The government has set September 30 as the deadline for property 
owners to pay their 2020 tax. HONG MENEA



Patrocinio Rivera

A
S THE Covid-19 cri-
sis prompts a new 
normal, food deliv-
ery companies con-

tinue to sustain their business 
momentum and performance 
fuelled by fear of the disease 
and increasing customer mi-
gration online.

Their platforms are some 
of the most lucrative chan-
nels for Cambodia’s budding 
food and beverage sector and 
provide a lifeline for many 
smaller businesses.

Khmer restaurant chain 
Meatophum, for example, had 
seen solid growth in the months 
before the pandemic, con-
stantly adding to its dozens of 
branches across the Kingdom.

Its general manager Rithya 
Sinh said: “2019 saw a steady 
growth of our business, 
thanks to our customers who 
support us and appreciated 
our service.”

But its ambitions, like those 
of many businesses across 
Cambodia, were largely cast 
aside when the pandemic 
gripped the world.

Sinh said: “Our business 
dropped from 100 per cent 
occupancy to 30 per cent, so 
we decided to temporarily 
close the shop in April.”

“That’s when a friend told 
me he had seen this new com-
pany, TADA, which was offer-
ing free delivery and I thought, 
I have to try that. So we began 
using the service when we re-
opened our shop on May 1.”

South Korean-owned ride-
hailing app MVL TADA Cam-
bodia Co Ltd (TADA), a product 
of Singapore-headquartered 
start-up MVLLABS Pte Ltd, de-
buted in the Kingdom last year.

As part of its launch of TADA 
Delivery in April, it offered 
the service free for a month to 
businesses. TADA says about 
50 mainly small businesses 
have signed up.

Sinh added: “Of course, when 
we receive services for free, we 
save on costs. But more im-
portantly, free delivery means 
our customers will pay less so 
they can order more.

“So since we adopted the 
free delivery service from 
TADA, our food orders in-
creased by 15 per cent.”

Drew Price, the owner of 
Carolina BBQ in Chamkar-
mon district’s Tuol Tompoung 
commune, told The Post that 
he chose to close his dining 
room to ensure the safety of 
his employees.

“This decision was not only 
for our customers but also for 
our employees. I couldn’t live 
with it on my conscience if 
someone caught the corona-
virus and passed it on to his 
family,” said Price.

With reduced overhead and 
a jump in deliveries, Price 
credited Nham24 and other 
delivery companies for him 
not only reaching his break-
even point but also recording 
a small profit in the weeks af-
ter closing in-house dining.

Sreypov Neang, who runs a 
tailor shop in Phnom Penh, 
said the quality of her prod-
ucts has helped maintain cus-
tomer satisfaction and loyalty. 
“But it’s also thanks to TADA 
Delivery that we have been 
able to maintain our revenue 

although we see fewer walk-
in customers,” she said.

Seavling Veng, an online 
sales manager at baby prod-
uct retail chain Baby Outlet, 
said: “During the Covid-19 
pandemic, our online orders 
surpassed our in-house deliv-
ery capacity so we reached out 
to TADA Delivery for help.

“They have been very help-
ful to us. More importantly, 
their service is reasonably 
priced and reliable, too.”

Though it no longer offers 
free deliveries, TADA said it 
caps the price of same-day 
deliveries at 3,000 riel ($0.75) 
within the capital’s limits for 
merchants signed up for its 
delivery service and offers ex-
press service.

Nham24 founder Borima 
Chann said it was experienc-
ing a shift in the trend for its 
services due to the outbreak.

He said while demand from 
office workers remained high, 

home deliveries are becom-
ing increasingly popular.

As competition in food 
delivery heats up, cashless 
payment options have risen 
accordingly, with most plat-
forms accepting ABAPay, 
UnionPay, Wing, Pi Pay, and 
major credit cards.

Chann said: “We encourage 
people to pay online, but if 
they choose to pay with cash, 
the customer will then leave 
the money for the driver at a 
safe distance.”

In August 2018, $5 million 
venture capital fund Smart 
Axiata Digital Innovation 
Fund (Sadif) acquired a mi-
nority stake in Nham24.

Sadif is managed by invest-
ment and advisory firm Me-
kong Strategic Partners Co 
Ltd and aims to spur the digi-
tal ecosystem in Cambodia.

Chann said with the addi-
tional funding, Nham24 will 
continue to focus on deliver-
ing the best possible custom-
er service and boost partner-
ships with local restaurants. 
“We look forward to collabo-
rating with Sadif to grow our 
business and strengthen our 
market position.”

Meanwhile,Jonathan Meuret, 
the general manager of online 
supermarket platform Del-
ishop.Asia, said: “The sudden 
and rapid spread of Covid-19 
has forced everyone to scale 
back on many social interac-
tions and transactions we used 
to take for granted.

“The simple act of going 
outside to buy food and other 
essential items at a store now 
requires more thought and 
precaution. Every day, our 
team is energised to keep 
coming up with new solu-
tions to execute safe deliver-
ies and transactions.

“Delishop.Asia adheres to 
socially responsible business 
practices and precautionary 
measures that ensure every-
one’s safety.

“Through contactless deliv-
ery and online payment op-
tions, we are preventing any 
virus transmission by signifi-
cantly reducing interactions 
between customers and de-
livery partners,” he said.

In October, Phnom Penh-
based venture capital firm 
Obor Capital Co Ltd an-
nounced that it had closed an 
early-stage equity fundrais-
ing deal with Delishop.Asia 
which it said will transform 
the Kingdom’s online shop-
ping experience.

Obor Capital’s investment in-
cludes an injection of fresh cap-
ital and the acquisition of Del-
ishop.Asia’s secondary shares.

Delishop.Asia delivers some 
9,000 food and beverage, gro-
ceries, cosmetics and other 
consumer goods from more 
than 40 suppliers.

TADA general manager 
Poly Chim said: “Supporting 
our drivers, supporting local 
businesses and supporting 

the government in its effort to 
return the country to a nor-
mal life are all very important 
for TADA.

“We will continue to roll out 
new initiatives to make good 
on our vision of being a part 
of the fabric of Cambodian 
society for years to come.”

Meatophum’s Sinh said: 
“Today, we are faced with 
Covid-19. What comes next 
is yet to be known. So I would 
recommend adopting tech-
nology to better keep busi-
nesses in good shape, no 
matter what happens.”

The number of registered 
mobile SIM cards reached 
more than 21 million last 
year, up nearly 12 per cent 
compared to 2018, said a 
Telecommunication Regula-
tor of Cambodia report.

The figures show that last 
year, the number of registered 
SIM cards provided by the 
Kingdom’s six mobile operators 
reached 21.63 million – gaining 
11.63 per cent over 2018.

The number is equivalent 
to 133 per cent of Cambo-
dia’s total population, which 
stands at just over 16 million.

Registered Facebook ac-
counts also climbed 29 per 
cent to 8.8 million last year.

The report said mobile in-
ternet usage also saw a rapid 
increase with 16.12 million 
subscribers using their mo-
bile phones to access online 
content last year, an increase 
of 18.47 per cent.

Fixed-mobile phone us-
ers dipped by 35 per cent to 
57,438 while fixed-broadband 
internet subscribers grew to 
224,104, a 46 per cent surge.

There are currently six mo-
bile companies operating in 
Cambodia – CellCard, Met-
fone, Smart Axiata, qb, Seatel 
and CooTel.

Business
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Food deliveries sustain business during Covid

Food delivery service platforms are some of the most lucrative channels for Cambodia’s budding food and beverage sector and provide a lifeline 
for many smaller businesses. SUPPLIED

we will continue to roll out 
new initiatives to make good 

on our vision of being a part of 
the fabric of cambodian 
society for years to come
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Warehouse 
demand cools, 
prices steady
Hin Pisei

T
He manufacturing 
industry is facing a 
slowdown in demand 
for warehousing, but 

prices have remained rela-
tively unchanged, real estate 
insiders have said.

Keller Williams (KW) Sen Sok 
regional operation principal 
Sam Soknoeun told The Post 
on Wednesday that demand 
for rental warehouse space 
has been declining since the 
beginning of the year, mostly 
as a result of Covid-19 and the 
ban on online gambling.

As countries around the 
world imposed travel and 
transport restrictions, the de-
mand for stockpiling declined 
accordingly, he said.

Demand for warehouse space 
grew dramatically last year and 
rentals were driven mostly by 
Chinese foreign investors and a 
small number of locals.

Soknoeun said: “The Covid-
19 outbreak has severely 

hampered the leasing market, 
but the decline now is only re-
lated to demand – prices have 
not changed.”

Lease agreements in the 
warehouse segment come 
in two types – land leases for 
construction of the facilities, 
and leases of existing build-
ings, he said.

In Phnom Penh and nearby 
provinces, monthly land rent-
al prices for warehouse con-
struction can range between 
$0.50 and $2.50 per sqm, with 
most lease agreements lasting 
between five and 10 years.

Soknoeun said improved in-
ternational relations and trade 
with many countries around 
the world, especially China, 
gives the Kingdom an edge to 
woo more foreign investors af-
ter Covid-19 tapers off.

“I hope that the world will 
be able to control the disease 
soon, and then the demand 
for rental housing will re-
bound,” he said.

Cambodian Valuers and 

estate Agents Association 
president Chrek Soknim said 
demand for warehouses has 
fallen off slightly, but it is only 
a modest dip because ware-
house rentals have not been 
impacted as seriously as the 
service sector.

The service sector is down, 
but demand for storage is still 
there, he said.

“It doesn’t go down much, 
because renting a warehouse 
is always a long-term deal,” 
Soknim said, adding that 

warehouse rental prices have 
remained unchanged.

A warehouse located in a 
good location with a factory 
is around $8-$13 per sqm a 
month in the capital, while it 
can be as high as $10 and above 
in the downtown area, he said.

noting that current de-
mand for warehousing is low, 
he claimed that there will be 
many shortages in the future.

Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce vice-president Lim 
Heng told The Post last week 

that political stability, favour-
able investment conditions, a 
young and expanding work-
force, solid infrastructure, and 
the escalating trade dispute 
between China and the uS 
will allow the Kingdom to at-
tract more foreign investors.

Demand for human resourc-
es and warehousing will be 
greater in the future, he said. “I 
am confident that Cambodia’s 
investment and exports in all 
sectors will continue to grow 
gradually in the future.”

A warehouse located in a good location with a factory is around $8-$13 per sqm a month in the capital, while 
it can be as high as $10 and above in the downtown area. SUPPLIED

Vn’s Hau Giang province overrun with realty projects
THe number of property 
projects in Vietnam’s Mekong 
Delta province of Hau Giang 
surpasses actual demand, 
experts have said.

The province – also known by 
its Khmer name Bassac – has 
62 real estate projects that have 
been approved for develop-
ment in addition to many exist-
ing projects, said the provincial 
Department of Construction.

Provincial capital Vi Thanh 
city, with a population of 
around 200,000, has 21 new 
projects under development, 
while other cities and dis-
tricts have around 10. The 
projects cover hundreds of 
hectares, consisting of most-
ly land plots.

Many realtors had said there 
were too many property 

projects. TnL Real estate Com-
pany director-general nguyen 
Thanh nam told the invest-
ment newspaper Bao Dau Tu 
that Hau Giang’s supply of real 
estate projects was much 
higher than demand.

The province’s population 
was only 733,000 as of last year, 
and had been declining over 
the years, he said.

In addition, real estate busi-
nesses were mostly targeting 
investors that plan to resell 
their property, as opposed to 
people who were planning to 
stay there, he said.

Meanwhile, Le Tien Chau, 
chairman of the province’s 
People’s Committee, said that 
while the number of urban 
areas and property projects 
was adequate, their quality, 

scale and connectivity were 
not up to standards.

“Real estate development 
needs to focus on bettering the 
lives of locals and urban devel-
opment should be sustainable. 
To ensure enough physical space 
for the future, it should not sur-
pass actual demand,” he said.

The province said it would 
improve management of real 
estate development to ensure 
that pricing would not be too 
high compared to locals’ 
earnings, and that calls for 
investment are done legally.

With an abundance of land 
and improvements in the 
investment climate, Hau Giang 
has been attracting more and 
more investment projects, 
especially in real estate. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Indonesia property market may bounce back in 2021
WHILe house sales in Indonesia are 
expected to be slow this year due to 
the pandemic, some consumers are 
merely delaying purchase and plan-
ning to buy a house next year, said a 
survey by jakarta-based marketing 
consulting firm MarkPlus Inc.

MarkPlus, which surveyed 100 
respondents living mostly in Greater 
jakarta, found that consumers were 
currently saving their money to 
maintain personal financial stability 
amid the Covid-19 pandemic that 
affected the country’s economy.

However, half of the surveyed 
respondents still expect to buy a 
house next year.

Last week, senior associate Irfan 
Setiawan said in a virtual discussion: 
“The future demand may not be as 

strong, but we expect demand to 
bounce back next year as customers 
already have plans to buy [a house].”

To anticipate the recovery, Irfan 
said, he expected the current situa-
tion to have implications for the pric-
ing strategy for residential property 
sellers and developers.

Currently, the combined sales of 
small, medium and large houses fell 
by 43.19 per cent year-on-year in the 
first three months of the year due to 
the unfolding pandemic, said a recent 
survey by Bank Indonesia (BI), the 
central bank.

However, the MarkPlus survey said 
10 per cent of the customers were still 
buying houses during the pandemic, 
signalling remaining demand despite 
the economic downturn.

Similarly, a survey by online prop-
erty marketplace 99.co and rumah123.
com found that 76 per cent of the sur-
veyed respondents were still looking 
for residential property this year.

“now the consumers are searching 
and browsing [for homes] online,” 
99.co CeO Ming H Chong said in the 
same virtual discussion. “They are 
also more picky.”

Based on the marketplace survey, 
a quarter of the respondents, most of 
whom are millennials living in Great-
er jakarta, look for houses within the 
price range of 250 and 500 million 
rupiah ($17,427 and $34,854) or one 
and two billion rupiah.

Housing developers have also seen 
a positive trend in sales through 
online platforms.

Last week, developer Ciputra Group 
reported that it booked sales valued 
at 130 billion rupiah for houses with 
an average price of 250 million rupi-
ah in its Citra Maja Raya project in 
Lebak Regency, Banten, between 
April 18 and 26 via its newly devel-
oped online platform.

Meanwhile, through its Citra Gar-
den Puri project in West jakarta, the 
developer booked 55 billion rupiah 
in sales for houses with an average 
price of 2.5 billion rupiah on May 9.

“We have tried online sales with the 
low-to-middle [customer] segment, 
and it worked,” the developer’s mar-
keting director Yance Onggo said in 
the same online discussion. “The 
online sales turned out to go well with 
the middle-upper segment, too.”

jakarta-listed real estate firm PT 
Summarecon Agung Tbk (SMRA) 
reported it still managed to sell 
houses with prices above six billion 
rupiah from its project in Bekasi in 
West java, said its president director 
Adrianto Adhi.

“We could survive between january 
and March, but we recorded a correc-
tion in April sales,” Adrianto said in 
the same discussion.

The marketplace survey said con-
sumers expect a 10 per cent decline 
in house prices.

In the first quarter of the year, 
house prices grew at a slightly slower 
pace of 1.68 per cent compared with 
growth of 1.77 per cent in the previ-
ous quarter, said a BI survey. THE JAKAR-

TA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

DeSPITe the South Korean 
government’s tightened regula-
tions to curb apartment prices 
in Seoul, the average rate has 
risen during the first five 
months this year, particularly 
in the middle-class districts, 
data showed earlier this week.

The average apartment price 
in the Korean capital stood at 
10.64 million won ($8,700) per 
sqm as of the end of last month, 
up 4.9 per cent from December, 
said real estate data tracker KB 
Kookmin Bank Liiv On.

Areas considered less-
wealthy, including Dongdae-
mun and Seongbuk districts, 
saw apartment prices rise by 
more than 10 per cent.

Apartment prices in posh dis-
tricts, including Gangnam, Seo-
cho and Songpa (collectively 
called the Greater Gangnam 
Area), rose 2.3 per cent, 2.2 per 
cent and 1.5 per cent, respec-
tively. The figures were the lowest 
among the city’s 25 districts.

The respective average 
apartment price in Gangnam, 
Seocho and Songpa grew 7.5 
per cent, eight per cent and 
10.8 per cent between july and 
December last year, right 
before the government intro-
duced a series of measures.

The government’s real estate 
regulations, announced on 
December 16, ban mortgage 
loans on apartments priced 
1.5 billion won or higher, 
which have affected homes in 
relatively rich districts.

Those priced at 900 million 
or lower are under less strict 
regulations and consequently 
saw demand increase in the 
past months.

An 84sqm apartment, deemed 
as a popular apartment size for 
an average household in the city, 
costs 895 million won.

The price for the same-sized 
apartment came in 1.67 billion 
won in Gangnam, 1.47 billion 
won in Seocho, and 1.14 bil-
lion won in Songpa. Outside of 
the Greater Gangnam Area, 
Yongsan in central Seoul was 
the only area that exceeded the 
one billion won mark. THE KOREA 

HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Apartment 
prices rise 
in capital of 
South Korea

Provincial capital Vi Thanh city, with a population of around 200,000, 
has 21 new projects under development. bAODAUTU.VN
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Apartment for rent
Located west of Independence 
Monument, 2 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen, lots of sunlight.
Price: $1,200/month

Apartment for rent
Located at North West of Russian 
Market, 1, 2 and 3 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen and balcony. 
Price: $700, $900 and $1800/m

Apartment for rent
Located near Russian Market, 
2 bedrooms, open living room, 
fully furnished, nice kitchen, lots 
of sunlight, nice balcony. 
Price: $1,200/month

Renovated apartment for rent 
Located: Near Royal Palace
2 bedrooms, well renovated, 
Fully furnished, good security, 
many facilities around.  
Price: $750/month

Garden Villa for rent in BKK1
2 floors, 5 bedrooms, big living 
room, fully furnished, spacious 
kitchen, large balcony, good for 
residence or office.
Price: $7,000/month

Villa for rent in North Bridge 
Very big garden, 5 bedrooms, 
large living room, fully furnished, 
western kitchen, big balcony, 
very safe and quiet.
Price: $3,500/month 

Villa for rent 
Located in Boeung Prolit, 7 
Makara, 6 bedrooms, living room, 
kitchen, many facilities around, 
safe and quiet.
Price: $5,000/month

Modern villa for rent 
In Grand Phnom Penh, 5 bed-
rooms, large living room, modern 
design, fully furnished, modern 
kitchen, big balcony.
Price: $1,700/month

Villa for rent in Bassac Garden City
2 floors, 4 bedrooms, large living 
room, fully furnished, modern 
kitchen, big balcony,  
safe and quiet.
Price: $3,500/month

Villa for rent next to BBK1
7 bedrooms, large living room, 
partially furnished, big balcony, 
some trees, very safe 
and quiet. 
Price: $3,000/month

Office space for rent
On main street, size from 
200sqm to 400sqm, 7 floors,  
2 lifts, parking, open space,  
very safe.
Price: $14/sqm 

Office space for rent 
Located west of Olympic 
Stadium, size from 840sqm to 
500sqm, 2nd floor, 2 lifts, park-
ing, open space, very safe.
Price: $16/sqm 

Shophouse for rent near AEON 2
Located in The Premier Land  
borey near AEON 2 in Sen Sok, 
6 bedrooms, good for office  
and  business.
Price: $1,500/month

Shophouse for rent 
Located in Borey Peng Hout The 
Star Diamond, Road 60m 
Land size:4.5m x 20m 
House size: 4.5m x 12m, 
Price: $1,200/month

APARtMENt fOR RENt/SAlE VillA fOR RENt OffiCE SPACE /ShOPhOuSE fOR RENt

#113 Mao Tse Toung Blvd, No 2FD1
Email: info@c21mekong.com.kh
www.c21mekong.com.kh
facebook.com/C21Mekong

Deluxe single villa 
Location: Borey Bassac Garden 
City, Tonle Bassac.
Land size: 14 x 21.5m 
House size: 10m x 12m 
Price: $1,500,000 (Negotiable)

Villa for rent at BKK1 
Location: Boeung Keng Kang 1, 
Chamkamorn, 
House size: 12m x 21m
Land size: 18m x 30m
Price: $4,500/month

Villa lC2 for sale 
Location: Borey Peng Huoth The 
Star Natural, Street 371
House size: 5.1m x 7.2m
Land size: 5.1m x 15m
Price: $150,000 (Negotiable)

Villa Queen for sale
Location: Borey Chip Mong, 
Street 371, in front of PC Market.
House size: 9m x 12m
Land size: 14m x 23m
Price: $1,000,000 (Negotiable)

Single villa for sale
Location: Borey Villa Town, Hun 
Sen Blvd, next to ISPP
House size: 8.47m x 13.47m
Land size: 12.3m x 23m
Price: $750,000 (Negotiable)

Mesong tower
Location: Diamond Island, Tonle 
Bassac, Chom Kamon 
House size: 47-66sqm
1 bedroom
Price: $100,000 (Negotiable)

 

urban Village 
Location: Hun Sen Blvd
House size: 41-52sqm
1 bedroom, 1 bathroom, modern 
living room,  
Price: $127,811 (Negotiable)

Sky tree Residence
Location: Toul Sangke, 
Near Ang Ten Tuol Kork
House size: 61-80.28 sqm
1 bedroom
Price: $134,237 (Negotiable)

 

Morgan Enmaison
Location: Chroy Chongvar 
Near Norton University 
House size: 33-44.6sqm
Bedroom: 1 unit
Price: $79,388 (Negotiable) 

twin villa for sale
Location: Street 60m (Hun Sen 
Blvd), Chak Angre 
Land Size: 7m x 22m
House size: 6m x 12m 
Price: $388,000 (Negotiable)

Villa for sale  
Location: Hun Sen Blvd 
Chak Angre Krom. 
Land Size : 12.3m x 23m
House size: 8.47m x 13.47m 
Price: $750,000 (Negotiable)

twin villa for rent
Location: Borey Orkide The Royal, 
Street 2004, Toek Thla, 
Land Size: 8m x 20m
House size: 6m x 12m 
Price: $1,100/month (Negotiable)

  
twin villa for sale 
Location: Borey Orkide The Royal 
Street 2004, Toek Thla, 
Land size : 8m x 20m
House size : 6m x 12m 
Price: $388,000 

twin villa for rent 
Location: Borey Orkide The Royal, 
Street 2004, Toek Thla,
Land size: 8m x 20m
House size: 6m x 12m 
Price: $1,000/month (Negotiable)

condo, Villa & apartment for Sale and rent

PlEASE CONtACt

land for sale
Land Size: 11.5m x 150m
Title: Hard
Location: Prek Eng 
Chbar Ampov, Phnom Penh
Price: $400/m2

land for sale
Land size: 17,089m2 
Location: Dang Kao
Phnom Penh
Cambodia
Price: $180/m2 (Negotiable)

land for sale 
Land: Size 32m x 54m
Location: Chaom Chau
Khan Porsenchey
Phnom Penh
Price: $350/m2

land for sale
Land size: 16m x 22m 
Location: Prek Eng 
Chbar Ampov 
Phnom Penh
Price: $120,000

house for sale
Land size: 5m x 20m
House size: 4.2m x 15.2m
Location: Preak Hor
Ta Khmoa, Kandal
Price: $65,000 

house for sale
Land size: 4.5m x 15m
House size: 4.5m x 10m
Location Preak Hor
Ta Khmao, Kandal
Price: $51,500

house for sale
Land size: 4.5m x 18.5m
House size: 4.5m x 12m
Location: Borey Peng Huoth 
Phnom Penh 
Price: $290,000 

home office for sale
Land size: 5.5m x 17m
House size: 5.5m x 26m
Location: Chip Mong Land
Phnom Penh
Price $ 510,000 

flat for sale 
Land size: 4m x 23m
House size: 4m x 16m
Location: Borey Chamkar Doung
Phnom Penh
Price: $130,000

flat for sale 
Land size: 4.1m x 21.5m
House size:  4m x 14m
Location: Borey Chamkar Doung
Phnom Penh
Price:$ 83,000

flat for sale 
Land size: 4.2m x 23m
House size: 4m x 16m
Location: Borey Chamkar Doung
Phnom Penh
Price $155,000 

two flats for sale
Land size: 9m x 27m
House size: 9m x 15m
Location: Tuol Kork
Phnom Penh
Price $1,100,000

flat for sale 
Land size: 9m x 22m
House size: 9m x 14m 
Location: Tuol Kork 
Phnom Penh 
Price: $520,000

Shophouse for sale
Land size 4.5m x 14m
House size 4.5m x 14m
Location: Borey Peng Huoth
Boeng Snor, Phnom Penh
Price $330,000

lAND fOR SAlE hOuSE/flAt fOR SAlE

089 888 366, 089 888 277 
089 888 377, 089 888 755

for more details 
contact:

#35, Street.P10D, Borey Peng Huoth The Star  
Polaris 1, Sangkat Niruoth, Khan Chbaampov, 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia.
E-Mail: info@katappraisal.com
www.katappraisal.com

095 955 777
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world

MuMbai appeared to escape 
the worst of Cyclone nisarga 
on Wednesday as the first 
severe storm to threaten india’s 
financial capital in more than 
70 years left it largely unscathed 
after ripping roofs off build-
ings in nearby coastal towns.

Mumbai and its surrounds 
are usually sheltered from 
cyclones – the last deadly storm 
to hit the city was in 1948 – but 
authorities evacuated at least 
100,000 people, including coro-
navirus patients, from flood-
prone areas in the states of 
Maharashtra and Gujarat.

The storm made landfall 
near the coastal town of ali-
bag, around 100km south of 
Mumbai, on Wednesday after-
noon, meteorologists said.

it then crossed Maharashtra’s 
coast, with its path veering to 
the east of Mumbai and gradu-
ally weakened by Wednesday 
evening, they added.

The cyclone brought heavy 
rainfall – with winds of 100-
110km/h and gusts of up to 
120 km/h.

Mumbai experienced down-
pours throughout the after-
noon, with strong winds top-
pling trees in some cases. City 
authorities said there were no 
reports of injuries or deaths, 
though the rains caused com-
pound walls to collapse in 
some neighbourhoods.

in Mumbai, police announced 
fresh restrictions on the city of 18 
million people – which was just 
beginning to emerge from a 
months-long lockdown – ban-
ning gatherings of four people or 
more until Thursday afternoon.

The storm evacuees includ-
ed nearly 150 coronavirus 
patients from a recently built 
field hospital in Mumbai, 
underscoring the difficulties 
facing the city ahead of the 
monsoon season as it strug-
gles to contain the pandemic.

“Refrain from venturing out 
to coast-beaches, promenade, 
parks and other similar places 
along the coastline,” the police 
tweeted early on Wednesday.

“Do not leave your house for 
your own safety and well-be-
ing,” Maharashtra Chief Minis-
ter uddhav Thackeray tweeted 
late on Tuesday, warning of pos-
sible disruptions to the power 
supply due to heavy rainfall.

Warnings of storm surges up 
to 2m remained in effect on 
Wednesday, with slum-dwell-
ers in low-lying areas of Mum-
bai instructed to move to 
higher ground.

even as the city’s residents 
breathed a sigh of relief, fore-
casters warned that the storm 
could still carry a sting in its 
tail until it eased.

The storm triggered disrup-
tion to travel as well, with planes 
grounded during the afternoon 
and inter-state railway services 
delayed or diverted to ensure 
that trains would not travel 
through the city until the cyclone 
had passed. AFP

anxiety following police attacks on 
uS media covering Floyd protests
a 

WaVe of attacks on journalists 
covering uS protests is driving 
growing anxiety in the media, 
with some blaming President 

Donald Trump for creating an atmo-
sphere that encourages violence.

Over the past week, media watch-
dogs have logged scores of incidents 
of police violence against journalists 
– with crews shot at, beaten, kicked, 
pepper-sprayed or arrested – with 
many incidents captured on camera.

an open letter to law enforcement 
endorsed by 18 press freedom organi-
sations including the national Press 
Club and Committee to Protect jour-
nalists called for a halt to “the deliber-
ate and devastating targeting of jour-
nalists in the field”.

a tally by media watchdog groups cit-
ed 192 press freedom violations during 
the latest wave of protests including 131 
assaults, of which 108 were by police.

The tally included 31 arrests, 46 
firings of rubber bullets, 30 cases of 
damage to equipment, 30 incidents of 
tear gas and 17 pepper sprayings.

Some media advocates say Trump’s 
persistent bashing of the mainstream 
press has opened the door to attacks 
by undermining the credibility of 
journalists covering the protests fol-
lowing the police killing of George 
Floyd, a 46-year-old unarmed black 
man in Minnesota last week.

“This definitely creates an atmo-
sphere where you are likely to see at-
tacks on reporters,” said Len Downie, 
a former Washington Post executive 
editor who is a professor at arizona 
State university and authored a study 
earlier this year on the Trump admin-
istration and the media.

Downie said that while Trump may 
not explicitly encourage violence 
against the press, his harsh rhetoric 
“deepens the divide” over credibility.

“The country is split between those 
who believe the president and those 
who believe the press,” he said.

Some stunned journalists took to 
Twitter recounting mistreatment, 
while others posted videos.

“after showing my badge and yelling 
‘i am with the press’ a @RichmondPo-
lice officer sprayed pepper spray in 
my face and shoved me to the ground. 
Had 3397 on his helmet,” tweeted ra-

dio reporter Roberto Roldan of Rich-
mond, Virginia.

One video showed an australian TV 
crew being pushed to the ground by 
police near the White House in Wash-
ington.

another showed a journalist bleed-
ing after police started firing tear gas 
and rubber bullets.

“This is alarming,” said national Press 
Club president Michael Freedman.

“The instances i’ve seen have all in-
cluded journalists playing by the rules, 
and we hope officials on the other side 
play by the same standards.”

Society of Professional journalists 
president Patricia Gallagher new-
berry said Trump’s attacks have had a 
“harmful effect”.

instead of attacking the media, elected 
officials “should speak out in defence of 
journalists and call on the community to 

protect journalists”, said newberry.
“This is not supposed to happen in the 

united States of america. We have press 
freedom built into our Constitution. So 
to see police and protesters attacking the 
storytellers is shocking, is disheartening, 
is illegal and it is really disturbing.”

Committee to Protect journalists ex-
ecutive director joel Simon also high-
lighted the importance of the Trump 
attacks on media.

“While Trump didn’t make covering uS 
protests dangerous, he has made the sit-
uation worse,” Simon wrote in a column 
for the Columbia journalism Review.

“it is certainly possible that the 
president’s anti-media rhetoric has 
emboldened local police, who are at-
tacking and arresting journalists at a 
pace not seen in recent history. and 
it is also possible that some protest-
ers who have attacked journalists are 

Trump supporters motivated by his 
denunciations of fake news.”

The latest incidents come with 
many media outlets taking an eco-
nomic hit from the virus pandemic 
while struggling to keep readers in-
formed on critical issues.

Media advocates say the shocking 
incidents underscore an erosion of 
respect for the constitutional guaran-
tees of a free press in recent years.

jon Schleuss, president of the news-
Guild, the union representing thou-
sands of journalists, said: “The scenes 
that played out across the country 
over the last week cannot be covered 
from a ‘safe’ distance.

“Reporters and photographers un-
derstand the risks and don’t expect 
special treatment. but attacking them 
for newsgathering is an unconstitu-
tional attack on all americans.” AFP

japan faces another wave of Covid-19 cases
aFTeR recording no new Cov-
id-19 cases from april 30 to 
May 22, the city of Kitakyushu 
in Fukuoka saw 119 cases in 
the past 11 days, putting it on 
the front line of japan’s second 
wave of infections.

among them are 11 students 
from four elementary and jun-
ior high schools, prompting 
school closures again and the 
shutdown of public facilities 
such as art galleries that were 
allowed to reopen on May 18.

Over in Tokyo, 34 new cases 
were recorded on Tuesday – 
the first time since May 14 that 
the daily number of infections 
has risen above 30.

This marked a threefold 
increase from the 13 recorded 

on Monday, prompting Tokyo 
governor Yuriko Koike to issue 
a “Tokyo alert” that could lead 
to renewed advisories for busi-
nesses to close and people to 
avoid non-essential outings.

This comes after the state of 
emergency was lifted in Fuku-
oka on May 14, and in Tokyo on 
May 25. “Small surges in cases 
had already been anticipated,” 
Dr Shigeru Omi, the deputy 
head of the government expert 
panel on Covid-19 response, 
told a news briefing.

“The nature of this virus at 
this point in time is that it is 
impossible to reduce the level 
of transmission to zero.”

unlike on april 7, when the 
emergency was first issued, Dr 

Omi said japan’s medical infra-
structure is now more robust 
to withstand the rise in case 
numbers.

On this basis, there is no 
imminent state of emergency, 
he said, adding: “The bottom 
line is that we must quickly 
move to respond to the situation 
and to avoid the further spread 
of the disease by identifying the 
chains of transmission.”

but for all of japan’s best 
efforts, about one in three 
cases in Kitakyushu’s second 
wave has no known transmis-
sion links. Clusters have also 
occurred at two hospitals and 
one elderly home.

in Tokyo, 12 of the 34 new 
cases on Tuesday remained 

untraced.
Since May 26, Tokyo has 

recorded 124 new cases, of 
which one in four was an 
employee or customer at an 
entertainment district.

The governor said the “Tokyo 
alert” was aimed at building 
awareness among residents of 
how widely infections are 
spreading in the capital.

“it doesn’t mean we are [imme-
diately] changing our plans to 
reopen social and economic 
activities, but we want to reiterate 
our request that people refrain 
from night-time activities.”

but it remains to be seen if her 
warning will fall on deaf ears, 
with many having embraced 
their newfound freedoms. 

Tokyo on Monday began phase 
two of its three-part plan to reo-
pen businesses.

in the first phase, museums, 
libraries and schools were 
allowed to open, while the sec-
ond phase lifted shutdown 
requests for cinemas, gyms 
and department stores.

Crowds have returned to pre-
emergency levels, with footfall in 
Ginza and Shibuya up four per 
cent and 6.7 per cent, respec-
tively, compared with just before 
the decree was issued in april.

There were 17,000 cases in 
japan as of Tuesday, with 901 
deaths, according to a tally by 
nHK public broadcaster. THE 

STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Cyclone 
shutters 
Mumbai 

Media watchdogs have logged scores of incidents of police violence against journalists, including crews being shot at and beaten. AFP
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Calls mount to kill Philippine anti-terror bill 
H

uMAn rights groups and 
opposition lawmakers in 
the Philippines on Tuesday 
made a desperate call to 

Congress not to approve the proposed 
Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020, warning 
that the measure aimed at crushing 
terrorism could easily be abused to 
crackdown on dissent and constrict 
the democratic space in the country.

President Rodrigo Duterte on Mon-
day certified the bill as urgent, a sig-
nal for its immediate passage by the 
administration-dominated Congress.

Critics questioned the rush to pass 
the anti-terror bill while the country 
was dealing with the more pressing 
national health emergency caused 
by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Senate Bill no 1083 was approved 
in February and the identical House 
Bill no 6875 was approved on sec-
ond reading on Tuesday.

Albay Representative edcel Lagman 
questioned the president’s certifica-
tion of the bill, saying Duterte “er-
rantly considers more urgent the sup-
pression of sporadic ‘acts of terrorism’ 
by instituting draconian measures 
than enacting an economic stimulus 
package granting relief to distressed 
people and businesses in the wake of 
the still raging Covid-19 pandemic”.

In a statement, Lagman said the 
bill purports to “tighten the noose on 
suspected terrorists at the expense 
of the protection of human rights 
and civil liberties like critical dissent 
and expression of grievances”.

The measure also allows deten-
tion of suspected terrorists for up to 
24 days without charges, instead of 
three days under current laws.

It will also authorise the Anti-
Money Laundering Council to pry 

into the bank accounts of suspected 
terrorist groups and persons with-
out a specific court order and freeze 
those accounts for 20 days.

Lagman said the bill “encourages, 
facilitates and legalises” red-tagging 
of groups and persons belonging to 
suspected terrorist organisations.

The International Coalition of 
Human Rights in the Philippines 
(ICHRP) warned of an “all-out es-
calation of rights abuses” once the 
antiterrorism bill becomes law.

The ICHRP said the bill was an-
other way for Duterte to “institu-
tionalise the war against dissent” 
even without the formal declaration 
of nationwide martial law.

“This terror bill, if signed into law, is 
a rubber stamp to already undeclared 
military rule and will only legalise the 
targeting of critics and civilians,” the 

ICHRP said in a statement.
It said the proposed law could 

lead to violations of people’s right 
to security and privacy, freedom of 
expression, freedom of association 
and the right to due process.

“The terror bill erodes the free-
doms and liberties of Filipinos which 
are inalienable, guaranteed by their 
Constitution, and the universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights and other 
internationally agreed-upon instru-
ments to which the Philippines is a 
signatory,” said the group.

Greenpeace Philippines director 
Lea Guerrero said “activism is not 
a crime” and the people were not 
enemies of the government but its 
partners in nation-building.

“empowered participation and 
collective citizen action in political 
discourse, including in opposing 

harmful government policies and 
business practices, are vital in pro-
tecting the health and well-being of 
Filipinos and the environment on 
which we depend,” she said.

The measure will replace the Hu-
man Security Act of 2007, which Sen-
ator Panfilo Lacson called a “dead 
letter law” because the military and 
police had “refused” to use it against 
terror suspects due to a provision 
that gives compensation of 500,000 
pesos ($10,000) per day of detention 
to an accused who is acquitted.

“Instead, they opted to file sim-
ple violations of the [Revised Penal 
Code] like murder, illegal posses-
sion of explosives, illegal possession 
of firearms, et cetera,” he said.

Presidential spokesperson Harry 
Roque, a former human rights law-
yer, on Tuesday, said the proposed 
law followed those of other coun-
tries like england, the uS, Australia 
and in europe.

“There are no draconian provi-
sions there. All provisions are based 
on laws of other countries which 
are more effective in combating ter-
rorism,” he said. Senate President 
Vicente Sotto III said, “terrorists or 
their supporters are the only ones 
who will be afraid of the bill”.

“It’s as good as passed,” he said. 
“It will just need my signature if it 
comes back to us after ratification 
[of the bicameral committee] then I 
will transmit it to the president.”

Senators Risa Hontiveros and 
Francis Pangilinan were the only 
senators who voted against the bill.

Pangilinan believed that the mea-
sure was “open to abuse”.

“This is one compelling reason 
why I voted against it,” he said.

Lacson, a former national police 
chief, told Philippine Daily Inquirer 
that the antiterrorism bill contained 
“enough safeguards” to prevent 
abuses by the authorities.

“The concerns being raised by the 
progressive and leftist groups, as well 
as human rights advocates, have 
been adequately addressed during 
the [Senate] hearings,” he said.

Mel Santa Maria, dean of the Far 
eastern university Institute of Law, 
strongly opposed the passage of the 
“dangerous” anti-terror bill.

He said that under the proposed law, 
an Anti-Terror Council, which includes 
the secretaries of defence, the inte-
rior and the national security adviser, 
could “designate” any person or entity 
as a terrorist or a terrorist group.

But the measure had no provision 
where the person or group could 
present “countervailing evidence” or 
have a hearing, or prior notice, which 
are violations of the Bill of Rights in 
the Constitution, said Santa Maria.

“The Constitution provides that no 
law shall be enacted depriving any 
person of his life, liberty and property 
without due process of law,” he added.

He said the bill will give any presi-
dent would be given “enormous exec-
utive power, which, if abused, can lead 
to the weaponising of the law to create 
fear even among legitimate critics.

“Indeed, the availability of such 
executive power provides a tempting 
invitation for its misuse and abuse, 
a lure for which manipulative gov-
ernment officials may not be able to 
resist. If only for this reason, the anti-
terror bill should never be passed,” he 
said. “The bill, if passed into law, will 
be any despot’s deadly sword.” PHILIP-

PINE DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Human rights groups and opposition lawmakers are urgently warning that a proposed 
anti-terrorism law could be a threat to democracy in the country. AfP

Malaysia awards Altel with 
sought-after 5G spectrum
MALAYSIA has quietly awarded 
the highly sought-after 5G tel-
ecommunications spectrum to 
several players, including the 
little-known Altel Communica-
tions Sdn Bhd, a firm controlled 
by the reclusive but politically 
connected tycoon Syed Mokhtar 
al-Bukhary, without an open 
tender as previously promised.

The May 15 decision, signed 
off by Minister of Communica-
tions and Multimedia Saifuddin 
Abdullah, went unannounced 
to the public and appears to be 
the first major reversal of infra-
structure policy by the three-
month-old Perikatan nasional 
(Pn) government.

Before being ousted in Febru-
ary, the Pakatan Harapan (PH) 
administration had promised an 
open tender to allocate the spec-
trum – reserved frequencies to 
avoid interference of transmis-
sion – but encouraged industry 
players to form a consortium 
that would avoid duplication of 
heavy expenses in rolling out 
infrastructure for the next-gen-
eration broadband service.

“The commission will take 
immediate action under the 
Act and laws on relevant sub-
sidiaries to implement the 
spectrum assignment to all 
licence holders,” Saifuddin, 
who was foreign minister 
under PH, said in the order to 
regulator Malaysian Commu-
nications and Multimedia 
Commission (MCMC).

Despite much fanfare con-
cerning the potential of 5G 

services – which could be up 
to 20 times faster than current 
4G mobile connections – the 
signed orders were only 
uploaded to the MCMC web-
site in a buried section on 
spectrums, with no media 
statements issued since.

The rollout of 5G is a key 
plank in the MYR22 billion 
($5.2 billion) national Fiberi-
sation and Connectivity Plan, 
which Pn has promised would 
continue despite the change 
of government.

A check on the MCMC web-
site found that no tenders were 
called, and executives from 
various telecoms firms also 
told The Straits Times that they 
were not aware of any invita-
tions to bid for the spectrum.

“It is strange because some 
of the companies that were 
awarded are public listed. 
They would have to announce 
it to the stock exchange once 
they are aware as there are also 
hundreds of millions in fees 
involved,” one executive who 
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity said.

Leading mobile service pro-
viders Maxis, Celcom and DiGi 
were awarded two bands of 10 
megahertz (2x10MHz), while 
Altel, despite being a minor 
player, was given 2x5MHz. Tel-
ekom Malaysia, the state tele-
communications firm which 
largely operates fixed line serv-
ices, was allocated 2x5MHz.

Telcos must pay an upfront 
sum as well as annual fees for 

spectrum allocations. Although 
not fixed, some firms have paid 
up to MYR600 million upfront, 
with MYR51 million in annual 
fees for their allotments which 
last for over 15 years.

Maxis proposed to MCMC 
during last year’s stakeholder 
engagements on 5G that a 
2x10MHz band in the 700MHz 
range allocated last month be 
charged at 323.3 million ringgit 
upfront with a 27.8 million ring-
git annual fee.

However, it is not known if 
any fees have been agreed for 
the 5G spectrum. The ministry 
did not respond to requests for 
comment.

Altel, a subsidiary of Syed 
Mokhtar’s Puncak Semangat 
Sdn Bhd, was awarded the most 
amount of spectrum in the 
2.6GHz band to deploy 4G serv-
ices by MCMC late in 2012.

Instead of building up its 
infrastructure, it leased the 
spectrum to other telcos and 
piggybacked on Celcom to 
offer services as a mobile vir-
tual network operator.

The government’s role in how 
Syed Mokhtar built his busi-
ness empire to become one of 
Malaysia’s richest men has 
been criticised for decades.

The tycoon runs various 
monopolies based on govern-
ment licences such as in the dis-
tribution of rice and inspection 
of road vehicles and controls the 
postal service, several ports and 
media companies. THE STRAITS TIMES 

(SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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I
nDOneSIA is one of the coun-
tries moving forward to the cir-
cular economy platform. Plastic 
circularity, which involves both 

the formal and informal economies 
in its value chain, has been included 
as part of its agenda.

The informal sector, specifically, 
plays a significant role in running the 
collection and processing of the recy-
cling supply chain today, thus acting as 
the fundamental livelihood for around 
two million people in Indonesia. It 
forms an ecosystem that, despite being 
called informal, actually performs a 
pattern to organise quantity and quali-
ty of plastic within its wide network.

Before the Covid-19 pandemic hit, 
practitioners and activists of the cir-
cular economy on plastics already 
faced challenges in mainstreaming 
this platform. The idea to reduce pol-
lution while improving the economy 
and competitiveness of the industry 
still needs pre-conditions to acceler-
ate its implementation.

The pre-conditions mainly include 
enabling national regulation that con-
cretely incentivises the use and pro-
duction of products with recycled 
content, and the actualisation of a 
business model that enables synergy 
between the formal waste manage-
ment system and the informalities of 
the recycling ecosystem.

Our research has shown that Indo-
nesia currently has a seven per cent 
recycling rate of plastic, although 
specific types such as PeT bottles 
(polyethylene terephthalate) are 
recycled at a rate of nearly 70 per 
cent. With this baseline in mind, we 
need to be cautious because the 
majority of plastic still needs to be 
contained and re-processed to avoid 
pollution and benefit the economy.

The challenges have become wider 
since Covid-19 began to spread 
around the world. The oil price 
decrease has resulted in a lower price 
of virgin plastics compared to recy-
cled plastics, causing a domino effect 
for the recycling industry. The market 
demand became lower, the supply 
chain became slower, factories 
reduced (some even stopped) pur-
chasing recycling materials, and the 
informal sector failed to sell its sorted 
plastics, resulting in unpaid waste 
pickers and a stock pile-up of post-
consumer plastic materials.

In the formal and semi-formal sec-
tors, waste facilities and waste banks 
in the communities are striving to 
maintain their operations, due to 

declining income from recyclable 
sales. This is worsened in cities where 
local government subsidies are shifted 
to Covid-19 relief mitigation actions. 
As a consequence, unsafe disposal 
and burning of waste have become 
inevitable in some waste facilities.

The uncertainty surrounding eco-
nomic recovery after Covid-19 is unde-
niably shattering the recycling indus-
try as one of the circular economy 
pillars. On the other side, unemploy-
ment, which will skyrocket due to eco-
nomic depression, will likely increase 
the number of informal workers who 

turn to the easiest job to take: waste 
picking. If all of us realise this too late 
and fail to take immediate measures in 
handling these impacts to the recy-
cling ecosystem, Indonesia could be 
moving further backward in meeting 
the target of reducing 70 per cent of 
ocean plastic pollution by 2025.

The government, industry and soci-
ety have to align together to mitigate 
and adapt during and after Covid-19 
to enable the circular economy to stay 

on track, and even to hold more strate-
gic positions. There are two sides of 
the coin for this: the recycling econo-
my as the safety net for job employ-
ment and small/micro-entrepreneurs 
empowerment – the economy side; 
and recycling as a measure to divert 
the burden of waste at landfills, the 
conditions of which are at a critical 
stage in Indonesia – the environment 
side. nationwide awareness about this 
urgency needs to be raised. The 
impacts would otherwise threaten our 
daily lives if we fail or are late to real-
ise. Piles of rubbish in our neighbour-

hoods would very much worsen the 
situation in this pandemic.

The questions of what should we 
do to revive the whole ecosystem 
remain challenging. nevertheless, we 
try to point out what we consider 
doable programmes to address this.

The first one is economic meas-
ures. economic stimulus is needed 
for business actors, especially SMes 
along the value chain, through 
financial support or guarantees, 

opening new markets, tax incen-
tives or supporting infrastructure.

A regulatory framework that incen-
tivises products with recycle content 
needs to be prioritised, promoting 
recycling-based products that should 
be supported, for example, through 
procurement of non-food contact 
related products in government insti-
tutions or state-owned enterprises.

It is also important that instruments 
of standards and verifications, espe-
cially for food-grade packaging that 
use recycled materials, are imple-
mented soon. Incentives should be 
prioritised for post-consumer recy-
cling – of which waste collecting and 
processing takes place in Indonesia – 
by Indonesian recyclers, rather than 
imported scrap or recyclate/resin pro-
duced by other countries. This is cru-
cial to make sure that the circular 
economy is the solution that will give 
the most benefits to our nation.

The second one is collaborative meas-
ures. The development of a business 
model to synergise formal and informal 
systems in the collection and processing 
of plastic waste needs concrete realisa-
tion. Perhaps on a pilot scale first, then 
scale up. Waste management investment 
via private engagement should also be 
explored more and implemented, both 
in a medium and large-scale capacity.  

The writer is the director of Sustainable Waste 
Indonesia

Opinion
Dini Trisyanti

Plastics post-pandemic: 
Tragedy or opportunity?

Workers sort out plastic waste collected at one of the 352 waste banks in Surabaya, Indonesia’s second largest city. The waste are then 
sorted and recycled while organic waste are turned into compost. afp

The majority of plastic still 
needs to be contained and 

re-processed to avoid pollution 
and benefit the economy



Holy smoke! Israelites ‘likely’ 
used cannabis in ancient rituals
IT’S highly likely that ancient 
Israelites got high on cannabis 
in religious rituals, say research-
ers who have found traces of the 
drug at a religious site in Israel.

Archaeologists made the 
dope discovery at the eighth-
century Tel Arad pilgrimage 
site in the Negev desert, south 
of the occupied West Bank.

“The presence of cannabis 
at Arad testifies to the use of 
mind-altering substances as 
part of cultic rituals in Judah,” 
they said.

Writing in a journal article 
published by Tel Aviv University’s 
Institute of Archaeology, they 

said the find was “the earliest 
evidence for the use of cannabis 
in the Ancient Near East”.

The kingdom of Judah lasted 
from around 940 to 586 BC and 
centred on Jerusalem. 

It was destroyed by Nebucha-
dnezzar, king of Babylon.

“It seems likely that cannabis 
was used at Arad as a deliberate 
psychoactive, to stimulate 
ecstasy as part of cultic cere-
monies,” said the researchers.

The discovery has caused a 
buzz online in Israel, where 21st-
century smokers use smart-
phones and encrypted messag-
ing to order weed deliveries.

Medical use of cannabis is 
allowed in the country but police 
frequently boast of drug busts.

The researchers said they were 
surprised by the discovery.

“Hallucinogenic substances 
are known from various neigh-
bouring cultures, but this is 
the first known evidence of 
hallucinogenic substance 
found in the Kingdom of 
Judah,” said the team, led by 
Eran Arie from Jerusalem’s 
Israel Museum.

The team has called for fur-
ther research to better under-
stand the practice and its 
breadth. AFP
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An Israeli Antiquities Authority photo shows an ancient altar on display at the Israel Museum in Jerusalem. AFP

THE US star of hit Netf lix 
series Tiger King will have to 
hand over the ownership of 
his famous zoo to the nemesis 
he tried to have murdered, a 
court has ruled.

Joe Exotic, whose real name 
is Joseph Maldonado-Pas-
sage, is in jail after he was sen-
tenced to 22 years in prison 
in January for the attempted 
murder of Carole Baskin.

His feud with Baskin, an 
animal sanctuary owner, 
captivated millions in the 
Netflix documentary that 
became a sensation when it 
was released in March as the 
US went into coronavirus 
lockdown.

Baskin had for years ac-

cused Exotic of abusing the 
animals, including tigers, in 
his park.

Exotic said Baskin was try-
ing to destroy his business, 
and their dispute ended up in 
a years-long legal battle.

On Monday, a judge in the 
state of Oklahoma ruled that 
the ownership of Exotic’s 
16-acre (6.5ha) land in the 
state must be transferred 
to Baskin, who runs Big Cat 
Rescue in Florida. 

The Greater Wynnewood 
Exotic Animal Park will have 
to vacate the premises, “in-
cluding removal of all zoo an-
imals”, Judge Scott Palk said 
in the decision.

In 2013, a Florida court or-

dered Exotic to pay Baskin 
$1 million because his com-
pany had used logos and im-
ages similar to those of Big 
Cat Rescue.

Exotic tried to get off from 
paying by shielding his as-
sets, leading to this second 
lawsuit, with the judge ruling 
in Baskin’s favour.

Tiger King, a seven-part 
documentary, was one of Net-
flix’s most-watched shows.

The platform announced 
late in April that in one 
month, 64 million subscrib-
ers had seen all or part of the 
series.

Exotic, 57, has requested a 
pardon from President Don-
ald Trump. AFP

‘Tiger King’ Joe Exotic loses 
animal park to rival Baskin

Taiwan’s ‘Uncle Stone’ turns pebbles into art
F

ROM Chinese charac-
ters to traditional Ab-
original totems, artist 
Wu Rong-bi has been 

selling intricately painted 
pebbles on the streets in Tai-
wan for the last 40 years.

Dubbed ‘Uncle Stone’ by his 
fans, the 64-year-old street art-
ist began painting small rocks 
as Christmas gifts for his pupils 
when he was a young teacher.

The idea was a hit and he went 
on to pass a test to become a li-
censed busker in Taipei.

Wu sees his paintings as 
more than decorations – in-
stead they are a way to convey 
good wishes to his customers.

“I often tell them there is a 
positive concept behind each 
stone and I hope they can find 
it helpful in some ways,” he 
told AFP at his stand outside 
a department store in Taipei.

One popular pattern he 
paints is the leaves of the gink-
go plant. In Mandarin, the tree 
is known as ‘yin hsin’, a phrase 
that also means wishing hap-
piness on someone.

Other pebbles have a fish 

on them, a positive symbol in 
Chinese culture because the 
word for a fish is also a homo-
phone for abundance.

Some creations are inspired 
by Aboriginal totems, both 
from Taiwan’s indigenous com-
munities and those overseas.

“Aboriginal cultures over 
the world have similar con-
cepts and I base my drawings 
on the totems that stand for 
the vitality of life,” he said.

The vast majority of Taiwan’s 
population are Han Chinese, 
with just two per cent from its 
original indigenous tribes.

Most scholars consider Tai-
wan and parts of Southeast 
Asia as the original source of 
the Austronesians, who in-
clude people in the Pacific 
and Southeast Asia, as well 
as New Zealand’s Maoris, and 
Polynesians in Hawaii.

Like many Aboriginal com-
munities, Taiwan’s indige-
nous people suffered cultural 
and economic catastrophe 
once settlers landed on the 
island’s shores from the 17th 
century. AFP Wu sees his paintings as more than decorations – instead they are a way to convey good wishes to his customers. AFP

Carole Baskin had for years accused Exotic of abusing the animals, including tigers, in his park. NETFLIX
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Soybean-based soup
  5 Handled indelicately
 10 Like the Cheshire Cat’s grin
 14 Annoying smell
 15 Jacques’s farewell
 16 Served to perfection?
 17 All-out Vegas play
 20 Pipe with a 90-degree bend
 21 Hamburger’s river
 22 Beauty shop procedure
 23 Editing mark
 24 Like many sandals
 26 Word with ready or shy
 29 First name of Batman’s alter ego
 30 “Genesis” brother
 31 Partly melted snow
 32 Truth-in-lending abbr.
 35 Say something differently
 39 Aviators in tabloids
 40 Raid target
 41 Bagel feature
 42 Hammered instruments
 43 Extinguishes
 45 Brightly colored shawls

 48 Maui dance
 49 Development sites?
 50 Before you know it
 51 Pod vegetable
 54 It’s on a staff
 58 Celebratory poems
 59 Clear a freezing windshield
 60 “It ___ what you think!”
 61 Green of TV’s “Dads”
 62 Courtroom statements
 63 Stress-free living
DOWN
  1 Manner of performance
  2 Word with false or matinee
  3 Aretha has it
  4 Sphere
  5 Saffron-rice dish
  6 Flash producer
  7 Word with live or hot
  8 Suffix for “velvet”
  9 Twosome
 10 Surfer girl
 11 Cake coverage
 12 Closely crowded together
 13 Advanced slowly
 18 Evil look
 19 Medicine lozenge

 23 Cold-cuts emporium
 24 Liar’s undoing
 25 “Be quiet!”
 26 Part of Batman’s costume
 27 Touch the border of
 28 ’86 World Series winners
 29 Voting groups
 31 Sweater woes
 32 Army scofflaw, initially
 33 Cast a ___ over
 34 Loaves at 23-Down
 36 ___ of Capricorn
 37 “... in ___-horse open sleigh”
 38 Emu cousin of South America
 42 Tastelessly colorful
 43 Repeats verbatim
 44 Armbone
 45 Wrestlers in a round ring
 46 Practice piece for one instrument
 47 Odometer button
 48 Moonshine
 50 Dither
 51 Leaning Tower city
 52 Ages on end
 53 Poker-pot part
 55 Misspent energy
 56 Where rams romp
 57 Ascot

“BELIEVE IT OR ...” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

Lifestyle

Tunisia seeks to block 
sale of royal artefacts

Arc de Triomphe set to get 
posthumous Christo wrap

T
He head of Tunisia’s 
national Heritage Insti-
tute urged authorities 
on Tuesday to block the 

sale of royal artefacts at an auc-
tion in France, saying they were 
spirited out of the country.

More than 100 objects “of 
huge historical value were tak-
en out of the country without 
any official authorisation in the 
second half of March, in the 
midst of the [coronavirus] lock-
down”, said Faouzi Mahfoudh.

“They don’t belong to any 
state museum. It’s private 
property,” said the head of the 
national Heritage Institute.

They include an ancient 
Quran which belonged to 
Mohamed el-Moncef Bey, one 
of the last representatives of 
the Husseinite monarchy that 
ruled Tunisia from 1705 until 
its independence from France 
in 1957, said Mahfoudh.

Also in the lot is the original 
copy of a reference book on 
the Husseinite monarchy writ-
ten by 19th century Tunisian 
historian and politician Ahmed 
ibn Abi Dhiaf.

Among the 114 objects are cer-
emonial apparel from the start 
of the 20th century, religious 
manuscripts, poetry books and 
official correspondence.

They are due to go under the 
hammer in an online june 11 
sale organised by the Paris-based 
Coutau-Begarie auction house.

“The authorities must do what 

is needed to stop this sale because 
these objects have a priceless 
value and are part of the coun-
try’s history,” said Mahfoudh.

He said that authorities on 
Tuesday had launched an 
investigation to determine 
how the artefacts were smug-
gled out of Tunisia.

Mahfoudh said the national 
Heritage Institute had only 

found out on Sunday that the 
objects had left Tunisia with-
out authorisation.

“I will not cede these objects 
to anyone for all the money in 
the world,” said Mahfoudh.

The national Heritage Insti-
tute is also planning on sub-
mitting an official complaint 
to the state prosecutor, he 
said. AFP

eVen after his death, artist 
Christo’s dream project of 
wrapping up Paris’ Arc de Tri-
omphe in silvery-blue recycla-
ble fabric will go ahead next 
year in line with his wishes, 
organisers said on Tuesday.

From Paris’s oldest bridge to 
Berlin’s Reichstag, the Bulgar-
ian-born artist spent decades 

wrapping landmarks and cre-
ating improbable structures 
around the world.

And his death in new York on 
Sunday at the age of 84 is not 
going to stop the realisation of 
a major project Christo first 
imagined back in 1961, when 
he used to gaze at the monu-
ment from his small bedroom 

in the French capital.
Laure Martin, the head of the 

project L’Arc de Triomphe: 
Wrapped, said: “even before his 
wife jeanne-Claude’s death in 
2009, Christo had said that he 
wanted the project to be car-
ried out if they were to die.”

The world-famous war 
memorial was originally due 
to be wrapped in 25,000sqm of 
recyclable polypropylene fab-
ric and 7,000m of red rope 
between September 18 and 
October 3 this year.

But the coronavirus pan-
demic caused the project to be 
pushed back to the same dates 
next year.

Martin said: “The project is 
maintained. Its installation 
will begin on july 15, 2021 and 
it will have been fully taken 
down by October 31, 2021.”

Wrapping up the Arc de Tri-
omphe was going to coincide 
with a retrospective exhibition 
at the city’s Pompidou Centre, 
due to begin on March 16, the 
day before France went into a 
two-month lockdown.

The exhibition focuses on 
Christo and jeanne-Claude’s life 
together in Paris between 1958 
and 1964, as well as the wrapping 
of the Pont-neuf bridge in 1985. 

Like all his installations, the 
Arc de Triomphe project will be 
fully financed through the sale 
of Christo’s drawings, drafts 
and models, without any pub-
lic or private funds. AFP

An archaeological excavation site near Tozeur in southwestern Tunisia 
where researchers have unearthed Stone Age tools. AFP

A preparatory drawing for Christo’s plan to wrap the Arc de Triomphe in 
silvery-blue fabric. CHRISTO AND JEANNE-CLAUDE - 2019 CHRISTO/AFP
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QPR ‘appalled’ by early Championship restart
QueenS Park Rangers 

Football Club (QPR) 
CeO Lee Hoos says he is 
“s t u n n e d”  a n d 

“appalled” by plans for the 
Championship to return on june 
20 given how little time players 
will have to get up to speed.

Clubs in england’s second 
tier did not return to any 
sort of training until May 25 
and will only begin contact 
training this week.

Hoos said in a statement: 
“I am absolutely stunned 
by this announcement, as is 
our director of football Les 
Ferdinand and our manager 
Mark Warburton.

“The players haven’t even re-
turned to full-contact training 
at this moment and yet they 
are now expected to be in a po-
sition to play at a competitive 
level in just three weeks’ time.

“I have made our feelings 
known to the eFL [english Foot-
ball League] and, having spoken 
with a number of CeOs at other 
Championship clubs, I am not 
a lone voice on this matter. We 
are absolutely appalled.”

The eFL confirmed the pro-
posed return date on Sunday 
and said discussions were on-
going with clubs over whether 
to allow the use of five substi-
tutes and increase matchday 
squads from 18 to 20 to ease 
the stress on players.

The remaining nine rounds of 
matches would be squeezed into 
a packed month of action, with 
plans for the play-off final to take 
place “on or around 30 july”.

QPR were 13th in the table 
when the season was halted 
in March, six points off the 

playoff places and 11 points 
clear of the relegation zone.

Meanwhile, the impact 
of second tier action being 
scheduled to continue past 
the end of june is causing 
problems at struggling Charl-
ton, who have several players 

out of contract once the cal-
endar turns to july.

Lee Bowyer’s side will be 
without three players who 
have refused to return due 
to fear of suffering an injury 
that would scupper a poten-
tial close-season transfer.

Star striker Lyle Taylor, 
Chris Solly and David Davis, 
on loan from Birmingham, do 
not intend to resume play.

“It’s a difficult one for us. We 
have 15 out of contract – we’ve 
got six loans and nine of our 
own contracted players out,” 

Bowyer said on Monday.
“They finish at the end of 

june and unfortunately for us 
three of them players have said 
that they’re not going to play.

“Lyle’s one of them and that’s 
tough for us. He is going to get 
a life-changing move . . . Lyle 

has said that he’s not going to 
play because of risk of injury.

“Chris Solly, he said the 
same. Then we’ve got Davis, 
who is on loan from Birming-
ham, and he says he doesn’t 
want to come back and play 
games.” AFP

Former AFC Wimbledon and current Charlton striker Lyle Taylor (left), said he does not intend to resume playing when the English Championship tentatively resumes on June 20. AFP

A game set for last Sunday between Karpaty and Mariupol had been cancelled after the first positive test 
results came back. KARPATY LVIV VIA FACEBOOK

Blatter: Swiss have dropped 
one of my corruption cases

ukraine football club quarantined 
after 25 test positive for Covid-19

SePP BLATTeR said on Tues-
day that one Swiss investiga-
tion into his handling of a tel-
evision contract has been 
dropped, but Fifa said that 
does not mean its former pres-
ident is in the clear.

“I was officially informed 
today that the federal public 
prosecutor’s office has decided 
. . . to close the investigation,” 
Blatter, who is 84, said on 
Tuesday.

“This news is already a good 
thing and above all it comes 
exactly five years to the day after 
my decision to vacate my man-
date as president of Fifa,” added 
Blatter, who quit on june 2, 2015, 
just four days after winning a 
fifth term as Fifa president.

The Swiss attorney general 
has thus shelved one of the 
two parts of the proceedings 
opened against Blatter in 2015 
on “suspicion of unfair man-
agement and breach of trust”.

It made clear that the other 
investigation, into a payment 
of two million Swiss francs 
(about $2 million) to Michel 
Platini, the former uefa presi-
dent and Fifa executive com-
mittee member, was ongoing.

Fifa has 10 days to appeal.
A spokesman for the govern-

ing body of world football told 
AFP that they had not yet 
received formal notification but 
“will consider all legal options 

to ensure that the relevant peo-
ple are held to account”.

Blatter’s payment to Platini 
led to both men being banned 
from football, although the 
Frenchman was cleared by the 
Swiss courts in 2018.

At the end of April, a police 
report obtained by AFP said 
that the suspicions of “unfair 
management” against Blatter 
“were well-founded” even 
though the decision to close 
one of the two investigations 
was already known.

The investigation that has 

been dropped centres on a 
contract Blatter approved 
awarding TV rights for two 
World Cups at a price alleg-
edly below market value to the 
Caribbean Football union, 
then headed by jack Warner.

Trinidadian Warner, a former 
Fifa executive committee 
member, has since been 
banned from football for life 
and is wanted in the uS.

Blatter acted “more in Warn-
er’s interests than in the inter-
ests of Fifa”, said Swiss inves-
tigators. AFP

ukrainian football club Kar-
paty Lviv has been placed in 
quarantine after 25 people 
among the players and staff 
tested positive for the corona-
virus, the country’s Premier 
League said Tuesday.

All those infected have self-
isolated while the club was 
“put in quarantine for at least 
two weeks”, the league said in 
a statement. Training has been 
suspended.

The next two games for the 
Lviv side, scheduled for mid-
june, have been cancelled.

Karpaty said that 65 people 
were tested for the coronavirus, 
and urged other clubs to view 
testing of its players and staff 
with “utmost responsibility”.

A game set for last Sunday 
between Karpaty and Mariupol 
had been cancelled after the 
first positive test results came 
back.

A sports official told AFP under 
condition of anonymity that 
most of those who have the coro-
navirus have “no symptoms”.

ukrainian football matches 
restarted last weekend behind 
closed doors, as part of easing 
of the virus lockdown.

As of Wednesday, ukraine 
has reported a total of 25,378 
cases of the coronavirus, and 
741 people have died from the 
illness. AFP

The dropped investigation centres on a contract Blatter approved 
awarding TV rights for two World Cups at a below-market rate. AFP
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Quarantine can’t stop Hong Kong golfer’s drive
A

FTeR just three tournaments 
this year, a chance of Olym-
pic glory postponed and two 
weeks alone in quarantine, 

golfer Tiffany Chan could be forgiven 
for feeling sorry for herself.

Instead, Hong Kong’s first uS LPGA 
Tour player is sporting a broad grin and 
taking the positives from the game’s 
Covid-19 shutdown, determined to 
establish herself in the fiercely com-
petitive world of women’s golf.

The talented 26-year-old kept her-
self fit physically and mentally during 
lockdown and is happy to be back on 
the fairways since coronavirus re-
strictions were eased last month.

“When I came back to Hong Kong 
[in March] I actually did a lot of good 
motivational stuff,” she told AFP at 
Hong Kong Golf Club.

“I read more, I did home workouts and 
I spent more time with my parents.”

Her first 14 days back in her home 
city were spent in isolation and she 
will have two more weeks in quaran-
tine when she returns to her Las Vegas 
base later this month, ahead of the 
tour’s expected resumption in july.

But Chan dismisses any notion of 
hardship.

“With all the difficulties that are 
going on around the whole world, I 
should be positive and making good 
use of this period to make myself a 
better player,” she said.

Chan ranked 140th on the money list 
after her rookie 2018 LPGA Tour season, 
forcing her back to qualifying school.

In her second season, a more ex-
perienced Chan recorded two top-20 
finishes and made her maiden cut in 
a major at the uS Women’s Open.

Chan kept her card and was tar-

geting further success in 2020 be-
fore the coronavirus pandemic laid 
waste to everyone’s plans.

unlike some in the lower ech-
elons of the money list, Chan has 
few financial worries despite hav-
ing no prize money to play for since 
her last tournament, the Austra-

lian Open early in February.
“It’s a little different for athletes, we 

do have sponsorships,” said Chan, 
whose main backers are private bank 
eFG and Hong Kong Golf Club.

Fearless play
“even though I’m not playing 

any tournaments, I still have my 
great sponsors behind me sup-
porting me throughout this hard 
time when everyone is struggling 
to even go to work in Hong Kong.

“I can afford to go to the gym, find 
a trainer and go to practise.”

Chan said the announcement by 

LPGA Tour Commissioner Mike Whan 
that players would keep their status 
for 2021 had also come as a relief.

“I think this is good for most of 
us on tour. It means we are not 
forced to go back and play. Some 
players might be scared of it.”

At the weekend, Germany’s 
world no36 Caroline Masson said 
she feared contracting Covid-19 
while on the road. “nobody wants 
to be in that situation, to be far 
away from home battling this,” 
Masson revealed to a podcast.

But Chan, by contrast, said she 
“100 per cent” aimed to be on the tee 
for the LPGA Tour’s planned resump-
tion at Ohio’s Marathon Classic from 
july 23-26, and has been able to relax 
now the pressure of having to keep 
her card has been removed.

“I don’t have to think about mak-
ing cuts. So when I’m in such a posi-
tive mindset, I just think I could play 
like the big players, because they 
play fearlessly,” said Chan.

“My goal is to break through to a top-
10 finish. Having this period of time, I 
think my golf game grows day by day.

“If I could have more top finishes, 
it could definitely help me to break 
through into the top 10, then top five 
and eventually I could be winning.”

Having got over her Olympic disap-
pointment, Chan, who came 37th at 
Rio 2016 as an amateur, thinks the To-
kyo delay could work in her favour.

“Well, I was really excited by play-
ing at the Olympics this year.

“But I’ve really enjoyed this time 
off to work on my game. Who knows 
what’s going to happen?

“Hopefully I could have a chance 
to win a medal.” AFP

Hong Kong golfer Tiffany Chan isn’t letting a mandatory Covid-19 quarantine dampen her spirits or resolve . AFP

nBA targets October to resume and 
finish its season with 22-team playoff

Russia’s doping ban 
set to be heard by Cas

THe nBA is aiming to complete 
the 2020 season by mid-Octo-
ber, reports said on Tuesday, as 
the uS basketball league edges 
towards a return from the coro-
navirus shutdown.

eSPn reported that according 
to a timeframe due to be voted 
on by nBA’s Board of Governors 
on Thursday, Game 7 of the nBA 
Finals would take place no later 
than October 12.

The nBA and nBA Players 
Association are still finalising 
the details of the resumption 
of the season, which was halt-
ed on March 11 as the corona-
virus pandemic erupted.

eSPn reported that the league 
is planning a 22-team format for 
its return to play on july 31.

All games are expected to be 
within the confines of Disney’s 
eSPn Wide World of Sports 
Complex in Orlando Florida, 
with all teams remaining on 
site to minimise risk of Covid-
19 outbreaks.

The nBA’s proposal to be put 
before the board on Thursday 
requires support from three 
quarters of the league’s 30 teams 
in order to be approved.

eSPn reported there was over-
whelming support for the plan 
being recommended by nBA 

commissioner Adam Silver.
One of the key issues to be 

settled is the format of the 
competition which will deter-
mine the final line-up for the 
16-team playoffs.

Six teams currently just out-
side the playoff places will be 
included in the 22-team field 
and given the opportunity to 
claim a playoff berth.

If approved, the format will 

bring an abrupt end to the sea-
son for eight teams languish-
ing outside the top 22.

Atlanta Hawks coach Lloyd 
Pierce said on Tuesday exclu-
sion from the restarted season 
would hurt his young team.

“The biggest thing we can 
benefit from is playing basket-
ball,” Pierce said. “If the season 
is going to resume and we are 
not a part of it, it hurts our 
growth, it hurts our product, it 
hurts our ability to continue 
the momentum that we need 
going to next season. 

“I play young guys, I have 
young guys – we need to play 
basketball.” 

The restart is expected to 
include a two-week quarantine 
for players in their home cities, 
one to two weeks of workouts 
at team facilities followed by 
two-week training camps.

The regular season was halt-
ed abruptly after utah jazz 
player Rudy Gobert tested 
positive. Gobert, of France, 
was given the all-clear about 
two weeks later.

So far, less than a dozen nBA 
players have been confirmed 
as testing positive for the coro-
navirus although not all have 
been identified. AFP

THe appeal by Russian Anti-
Doping Agency (Rusada) 
against a four-year doping ban 
from international sport has 
been postponed to november, 
a Court of Arbitration for Sport 
(Cas) official said on Tuesday.

Originally scheduled for july, 
the appeal, which pits Rusada 
against the World Anti-Doping 
Agency (Wada), will be held 
from november 2-5.

It will take place behind 
closed doors at an as yet uncon-
firmed location, despite Wada’s 
insistence that it be public.

The ban was handed to Rus-
sia in December by Wada, who 
ruled that Rusada had given it 

manipulated laboratory data.
In january, the head of the 

International Olympic Com-
mittee (IOC), Thomas Bach, 
said the IOC and international 
federations needed a Cas rul-
ing that “does not leave any 
room for interpretation”.

Should Wada’s ruling be con-
firmed, Russia will miss out on the 
postponed Tokyo Olympics, the 
2022 winter Games in Beijing and 
that year’s World Cup in Qatar.

The sanctions wouldn’t stop 
Russian athletes from taking 
part in competitions, but they 
would have to compete under 
a neutral flag and with no 
national anthem. AFP

LA Clippers forward Kawhi Leonard (right) and LeBron James of the 
Lakers will likely see each other again. AFP

International Olympic Committee head Thomas Bach. POOL/AFP
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