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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

A MOTHER and daughter 
were found dead amid a pile 
of burnt rubble after a house 
in Thma Koul district’s Bon-
sai Treng commune in Bat-
tambang burned down at 
1:40am on Sunday.

District police chief Phong 
Sopheap told The Post on 
Monday that Kim Thoeun, 
52, and her daughter Yai 

Sievmey, 18, were found by 
district firefighters. 

“After an investigation at 
the scene, the two bodies 
were found to have bruises 
on their heads and necks 
and experts concluded that 
they were murdered.

“It was a killing, and then 
the suspect burnt the house 
to destroy the bodies and 
eliminate evidence,” Sopheap 
said.

In a provincial police report 
compiled by the quick reac-
tion team and released on 
Monday, experts named 
Thoeun’s husband, Yai Leuy, 
52, as the primary suspect.

Quick reaction team direc-
tor Im Kosal told The Post 
that according to witness 
reports, Leuy was seen with 
his wife and daughter on the 
evening of the incident. But 
after the incident, he myste-

riously disappeared.
Leuy could not be reached 

by phone.
“The husband was the first 

person to be suspected of 
committing this cruel act 
and he is now on the run 
from the police. 

“Police still do not have a 
motive for the murders. We 
will know after the husband 
comes to clarify the incident 
to the police,” said Kosal.

Niem Chheng

T
HIRTEEN UN enti-
t ies on Monday 
issued a joint state-
ment calling on 

countries in Asia and the 
Pacific to close all compul-
sory drug detention and 
rehabilitation centres to 
prevent the spread of Covid-
19 and other diseases and 
some forms of human rights 
violations.

The group includes the In-
ternational Labour Organi-

sation (ILO), UN Develop-
ment Programme and UN 
Office on Drug and Crime, 
among others.

“UN entities urgently ap-
peal to member states to 
permanently close com-
pulsory drug detention and 
rehabilitation centres and 
implement voluntary, evi-
dence-informed and rights-
based health and social 
services in the community 
as an important measure to 
curb the spread of Covid-19 
and to facilitate the recovery 

and reintegration of those in 
the centres back into their 
families and communities,” 
the statement said.

It said people detained in 
such centres are among vul-
nerable groups most at risk 
of contracting the virus. They 
are mostly drugs addicts, sex 
workers or young victims of 
sexual exploitation.

While the criteria for de-
tention at these centres vary 
from one country to another, 
it said people are often de-
tained without due process, 

legal safeguards or judicial re-
view under the label of “treat-
ment” or “rehabilitation”. 

It said detainees are more 
vulnerable to diseases in-
cluding HIV, tuberculosis 
and Covid-19 due to poor 
living conditions resulting 
from overcrowding and sub-
sequent difficulties in main-
taining physical distancing.

Also contributing to the 
issue are forced labour, in-
adequate nutrition, physical

UN bodies call for 
drug centre closure 

Racism a  
‘chronic 
disease’ 
in the US

Man on run after family murder

CHINA said on Monday that the 
ongoing civil unrest in the US 
highlighted its severe problems 
of racism and police violence, 
and exposed Washington’s dou-
ble standards in supporting 
Hong Kong’s protesters.

“Black people’s lives are also 
lives. Their human rights must 
also be guaranteed,” foreign 
ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian 
told reporters in Beijing, refer-
ring to the death in custody of 
an unarmed African American 
man in Minneapolis.

“Racism against ethnic minor-
ities in the US is a chronic dis-
ease of American society. The 
current situation reflects once 
more the severity of the prob-
lems of racism and police vio-
lence in the US,” Zhao added.

Beijing has long been infuri-
ated by criticism from Western 
capitals, especially Washington, 
over its handling of the protests 
that shook Hong Kong last year.

Zhao said on Monday that 
the US government’s response 
to protests at home was a 
“textbook example of its world-
famous double standards”.

“Why does the US lionise the 
so-called Hong Kong inde-
pendence and black violence 
elements as heroes and activ-
ists, while calling people who 
protest against racism ‘riot-
ers’?” Zhao asked.

China has insisted that “for-
eign forces” are to blame for the 
turmoil in Hong Kong, where 
pro-democracy protesters – 
described by Beijing as rioters 
– have marched in the millions 
since June last year and often 
clashed with the police.

Last month, Beijing intro-
duced a plan to impose a nation-
al security law on Hong Kong 
that it said was needed to curb 
“terrorism”.

Western nations see it as 
another attempt to chip away 
at the semi-autonomous city’s 
freedoms.

Foreign ministry spokes-
woman Hua Chunying also 
took aim at Washington.

“I can’t breathe,” she said on 
Twitter, with a screenshot of a 
tweet by US State Department 
spokeswoman Morgan Orta-
gus that had criticised China’s 
policy in Hong Kong.

Hua was quoting the words 
Floyd was heard saying repeat-
edly before his death – after a 
police officer knelt on his neck 
for nearly nine minutes. AFP

the group says the closure is to prevent the spread of Covid-19 and other diseases and some forms of human rights violations. Post stAFF
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Ry Sochan

C
AMBODIA will mark 
National Environ-
ment Day and the 
27th anniversary of 

World Environment Day on 
Friday to raise public aware-
ness about the importance of 
sustainably managing natu-
ral resources, fighting climate 
change and conserving the 
environment.

The theme of the two com-
memorative days is Conserve 
biodiversity for us all.  

The Ministry of Environment 
launched an online campaign 
during which it hosted Zoom 
meetings and debates.

It also disseminated educa-
tional documents and envi-
ronmental banners through 
radio and television.

Ministry spokesman Neth 
Pheaktra told The Post on 
Monday that it will launch 
an online Environment Day 
from June 1-5, featuring in-
terviews with environment 
officials about their efforts to 
conserve and protect biodi-
versity in Cambodia.  

“Messages that we dissemi-
nate will inspire citizens to 
protect and care for the coun-
try’s biodiversity. We also re-
quest that citizens continue 
sharing various education 
messages to others. 

This helps everyone stay 

well-informed as we join to-
gether to stop the drain of 
natural resources, especially 
poaching wild animals and 
deforestation. We have to join 
together,” he said.

According to the ministry’s 
Facebook page, the environ-
mental day is “aimed at pro-
moting public health, envi-
ronment protection, natural 
resource management, biodi-
versity conservation and sus-
tainable living”.

The UN Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) in Cambo-
dia said on its Facebook page 
that nature has gifted human 
beings with ample supplies of 
food, water, and air to ensure 
our survival.

It said: “Yet, these are excep-
tional times in which nature is 
sending us a message: To care 
for ourselves we must care for 
nature. It’s time to wake up, 
to take notice and to raise our 
voices. This World Environ-

ment Day, it’s time for nature.”
Director of the Cambodian 

Centre for Human Rights 
Chak Sopheap said on her Fa-
cebook page on Monday that 
water is a vital resource for 
humans, animals and plants, 
but it’s a rare one.

“Let’s save the water and 
prevent the destruction of 
lakes, rivers, canals, ponds 
and seas,” the post said.

Forestry activist Heng 
Sros said in a Facebook post 
on Monday: “Congratulate 
World Environment Day on 
June 5.  Please put an imme-
diate stop to forest logging 
in Cambodia. Don’t promote 
economic land concessions 
and cut down the forest in se-
cret. Join to protect the forest 
together.”
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Kingdom marks celebratory 
day for nature, biodiversity

The theme of the two commemorative days is Conserve biodiversity for us all. environment ministry

High-grade timber seized 
in separate K Thom raids
Soth Koemsoeun 

KAMPONG Thom provincial 
authorities on Saturday raided 
wood storage facilities at 11 loca-
tions and confiscated some 150 
cubic metres of wood in Stoung 
district’s Samprorch commune 
as the facilities lacked proper 
permission letters, a Military 
Police report said.

The report said facilities in 
four of the locations belonged 
to Ban Lean and authorities 
seized 77 cubic metres of 
wood from his property.

Hy Kimheng owned facili-
ties in three locations where 
34 cubic metres of wood were 
confiscated. 

A facility in one location 
was owned by Chhun Banhok 
and authorities seized 25 cu-
bic metres there.

Twenty-five cubic metres of 
wood were seized from Tan 
Poty’s warehouse. 

Seong Soda owned one ware-
house as well, where seven cu-
bic metres of wood were seized. 

Another four cubic metres of 
wood were seized from Kheang 
Mony’s sole warehouse.

Provincial Department of 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fish-
eries director Pen Vanrith said 
on Monday that some of the 
owners had legal permission 
letters, but they had expired.

“Experts need to investigate 
whether to fine them or stop 
their businesses. We are mea-
suring the wood and compil-
ing a report,” Vanrith said. 

The owners of the storage 
facilities could not be reached 
for comment. 

Stoung district Forestry 
Administration director Mul 
Vanna said on Monday that 
the high-grade timber is be-
ing temporarily kept at the 
district Forestry Administra-
tion office.

Some 150 cubic metres of wood were confiscated from storage facilities 
at 11 locations in Stoung district’s Samprorch commune. police

Continued from page 1

and sexual violence and a lack 
of access to quality healthcare 
services.

“During this global health 
emergency, UN entities reiter-
ate their call on member states 
that operate compulsory drug 
detention and rehabilitation 
centres to close them perma-
nently without further delay, 
to release individuals detained 
as an important additional 
measure to curb the spread of 
Covid-19 and to refrain from 
the use of any other form of de-
tention,” the statement said.

The group said they are ready 
to work with countries in the 
region to transform those fa-
cilities into community-based 
drug treatment centres.

Cambodia’s National Au-
thority for Combating Drugs 
(NACD) told The Post on 
Monday there are currently 
17 drug rehabilitation cen-
tres across the Kingdom, 10 
of which are managed by the 
state, three by private institu-
tions, and four by non-gov-
ernmental organisations.

There are also 451 commu-
nity-based drug treatment 
centres.

NACD secretary-general 
Meas Vyrith said the drug reha-
bilitation centres only receive 
drug addicts on a voluntary 
basis and on parents’ requests.

He said drug traffickers are 
not only trying all means to lure 
people into using drugs but are 
also active in producing and 
trafficking them. Their aim, he 
said, is to expand the drug mar-
ket which in turn causes health, 
social and security problems.

“We put ourselves in the par-

ents’ shoes when deciding on 
what to do to drug users. Imag-
ine if drug users or victims hap-
pen to be our family members 
or relatives,” he said.

Ministry of Justice spokes-
person Chin Malin said the 
closure of such centres is not 
warranted. He is of the view 
that drug users who are not se-
riously addicted can be treated 
at community-based centres, 
while those in serious condi-
tions must receive treatment at 
a rehabilitation centre.

“I don’t agree with the idea 
of closing drug rehabilitation 
centres. Instead, there should 
be an improvement in ser-
vices at the centres including 
hygiene, health and rehabili-
tation, along with respect for 
human rights by preventing 
torture and violence.

“This is better than closing 
the centres and turning them 
into community-based treat-
ment ones,” he said.

Cambodian Centre for Hu-
man Rights (CCHR) executive 
director Chak Sopheap said 
states must balance the risks 
caused by releasing detainees 
against the risks facing detain-
ees in detention, especially 
amid the Covid-19 pandemic. 

“States can mitigate risks 
associated with releasing 
individuals from detention 
who are still drug-dependent 
and not fully rehabilitated by 
ensuring appropriate health 
care services are available to 
them at the community level 
and on a voluntary basis.

“These services should in-
clude medical treatment in 
addition to legal and social ser-
vices to ensure a holistic health 
care model,” she said.

‘Service improvement 
alternative to closure of 
drug detention centres’
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PM: Preah Sihanouk infrastructure a 
model for sustainable development

Kingdom set to contain community virus transmission 

Voun Dara          

P
RIMe Minister Hun 
Sen said the 34 roads 
and other infrastruc-
ture projects under-

way in Preah Sihanouk are 
preparing the province to be a 
model of sustainable develop-
ment for Cambodia’s coastal 
areas and a special economic 
area that will attract tourists 
and foreign investors.

He said this at a meeting 
with officials in charge of 
Preah Sihanouk and its in-
frastructure. The meeting 
was intended to gauge the 
progress of development in 
the province.

While checking the roads, 
the prime minister show-
cased newly built concrete 
roads near Ream beach and 
showed off the good quality 
and the drainage systems that 
will be used to support the 
planned roadside gardens.

“The road and infrastruc-
ture production in Preah Sih-
anouk is a strategy that makes 
the province a multi-purpose 
model. This is a civilized com-
mercial city and it can be the 
first smart city in Cambodia,” 
Hun Sen said.

He said all the roads will be 
paved and bordered by green 
space. The width of the roads 
will allow for two vehicles to 
drive on each side with a gar-
den in the middle to ensure 
the safety of citizens.

The government has spent 
$300 million to build the 34 
roads, the first most mod-

ern roads in Cambodia, the 
Prime Minister said. 

Preah Sihanouk provincial 
governor Kouch Chamroeun 
reported to the prime minis-
ter at the meeting that prog-
ress has been smooth and 

successful with collabora-
tion from people in the com-
munity.

He said a high degree of at-
tention has been paid to the 
blueprints, steel frames and 
technical standards of the 

roads which was studied by 
the national Committee for 
Cambodia’s Coastal Manage-
ment and Development to en-
sure both quality and beauty.

“From the november 16 
groundbreaking last year 

until now, 94 per cent of the 
construction has been com-
pleted, excluding rubber 
work, tree planting, equip-
ping security cameras, traf-
fic light poles and granite 
work,” Chamroeun said.

Khorn Savi

THe World Health Organisation 
(WHO) announced in a Friday report 
that Cambodia is alert and ready to 
respond to a larger-scale community 
coronavirus transmission and has 
demonstrated effective rapid 
response to initial cases.

However, the Kingdom is still in the 
early stages of the Covid-19 pandemic.

According to the report, a whole-
of-government and whole-of-so-
ciety approach, along with vigilant 
surveillance, laboratory work, rapid 
response teams and good collabora-
tion between the Ministry of Health 
and technical partners have all con-
tributed to this successful response 
within the first 100 days.

“even though Cambodia has so far 
contained the virus from spreading 
within its borders, it remains vital 
for the country to be prepared for 
the continuing response to Covid-
19 as well as future health threats in 
Cambodia,” the WHO report said.

It said the risk of Covid-19 spread-
ing in the Kingdom remained high as 
importations are still possible since 
many other countries have ongoing 
community-level transmission.

“The pandemic is far from over. 
It will only be over when the whole 
world has stopped transmission.

“This means that we must con-
tinue to strengthen the core pub-
lic health system and health care 
readiness during this window of 
opportunity before a future wave,” 
the report said.

Cambodia has recorded a total of 
125 Covid-19 cases. The Ministry of 
Health confirmed that most of the 
cases were imported from abroad.

The WHO’s report said in the 
first 100 days, five major clusters of 
the disease were identified, which 
means that several Covid-19 cases 
are associated with exposure to the 
same source of infection.

The first of these was the Viking 
Mekong river cruise which came 
from Vietnam with three positive 
cases. Four other close contacts of 
the tourists also got it.

A second group consisted of 34 
cases which acquired Covid-19 as a 
result of attending a large religious 
gathering in Malaysia and then 
passed it on to an additional nine 
close contacts across 12 provinces.

A third cluster comprised of 31 
positive cases among a French tour 
group in Preah Sihanouk, with a 
further eight cases among their 
close contacts.

The fourth group was the result of 
one case from Thailand who passed 
it on to four additional contacts.

The fifth cluster was associated 
with a returning Chinese traveller 
from Guangzhou who transmitted 
the infection to four individuals 
with whom he had close contact.

Ministry of Health spokeswoman Or 
Vandine said even though Cambodia 
has received a small number of the 
cases compared to other countries, the 
people need to change their attitude of 
living with the Covid-19 situation.

She said people need to adhere to 

a three-point self-protection plan 
– practice good hygiene, wear face-
masks or scarves when necessary 
or when sneezing or coughing and 
maintain social distancing.

WHO has urged Cambodia to fo-
cus on certain areas – points of en-
try such as airports and land border 

crossings; expanding respiratory 
disease surveillance; enhancing lab-
oratory, surveillance and response 
capacities at provincial, district and 
community levels; and continuous-
ly improving risk communications 
as the situation evolves.

The Ministry of Health’s Depart-

ment of Communicable Disease Con-
trol (DCD) department confirmed on 
Monday that people had to continue 
delaying weddings and other social 
gatherings. 

As of Monday, there were 6.1 mil-
lion Covid-19 patients globally and 
3.2 million deaths.

The government has spent $300 million to build the 34 roads in the province, the first most modern roads in Cambodia. hun sen facebook page

The WHO report said in the first 100 days, five major clusters of the disease were identified, which means that several Covid-19 
cases are associated with exposure to the same source of infection. heng chivoan

Six suspects 
detained for 
robbery, drug 
trafficking

A GROUP of six sus-
pects were sent to the 
Phnom Penh Munici-

pal Court for questioning 
on Monday after they were 
detained for allegedly rob-
bing travellers and selling 
drugs, court spokesman 
Kuch Kimlong said.

The six were detained 
by Criminal Investigations 
Department (CID) officers in 
Chbar Ampov II commune’s 
Kandal I village, in Chbar 
Ampov district.

Phnom Penh municipal 
police Serious Crimes Bu-
reau chief Heng Sophea told 
The Post on Monday that 
the six male suspects, who 
were not identified, ranged 
in age from 18 to 63.

“We will send the six 
suspects to the court today. 
They had 4g of crystal ice,” 
he said.

CID administrative office 
chief Mom Chek said on 
Monday that the depart-
ment started investigating 
the six on May 19.

A department official who 
chose to remain anony-
mous said the suspects had 
picked travellers’ pockets 
on May 14. Once their iden-
tities were known, police 
detained them. 

Police seized two K-59 
pistols, three motorcycles, 
five mobile phones and 
five large packets of white 
power from the suspects.

Chek added that the group 
also sold drugs on several 
occasions. kim sarom
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Niem Chheng

KAK Komphear, a former 
Cambodia national Rescue 
Party (CnRP) member, was 
arrested on Sunday on a war-
rant related to a 2019 incite-
ment conviction.

Komphear’s wife, Prum 
Chantha, told The Post on 
Monday that he was arrested 
at the Bati district hall around 
10am. But she does not know 
where the police took her 
husband.

“I heard that they were or-
dered by the higher levels to 
take him to the Bati district 
police station. I have asked 
and he may have been sent 
to Prey Sar because he has 
already been sentenced along 
with Kong Mas, Ho Vann and 
Sam Rainsy,” she said.

Bati district deputy police 
chief naim Sophon confirmed 
on Monday that Komphear had 
been arrested. But he did not 
know the reason for the arrest.

In October last year, the 
Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court put four people on tri-
al. Three – Rainsy, Vann and 
Kompheak – were charged 
with “conspiring to insult and 
incite crimes”. A fourth, Mas, 
was tried for “insults and in-
citement to commit crimes”.

On October 18, last year, 
Komphear, Rainsy and Vann 
were sentenced to one year 
and eight months in prison, 
while Mas was sentenced to 

one year and six months.
Chantha said her husband 

did not do anything more af-
ter he was convicted by the 
Phnom Penh Municipal Court, 
and her husband had been 
travelling until his arrest.

She claimed that the ar-
resting officers did not reveal 
the warrant and she was un-
aware of any criminal charges 
her husband had commit-
ted. Since the CnRP was dis-
solved, her husband has been 
unemployed and on the run.

“Since dissolving the party 
he has done nothing else. He 
has been hiding for a long 
time and now he has been ar-
rested. He had travelled in all 
the provinces and there was 
never a problem,” she said.

Morn Phalla, former head of 
CnRP’s Phnom Penh munici-
pal executive committee, who 
was also arrested by the police, 
wrote on his Facebook page 
that in addition to Komphear, 
the police also detained three 
other people on Monday.

They were Sun Thun, a for-
mer president of the Kam-
pong Thom Independent 
Teachers’ Association, Peart 
Map, a former CnRP council 
member in Siem Reap, and 
Hun Vannak, a member of the 
network “Khmer Thavrak”.

national Police spokesman 
Chhay Kim Khoeun confirmed 
on Monday that the police 
had detained Komphear and 
others on a Phnom Penh Mu-
nicipal Court warrant.

ex-CnRP activist arrested 
over 2019 incitement case

‘Angkor-era Holy Cow’ 
discovered in P Vihear
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

A 
SACReD statue of a 
cow that was discov-
ered on an ancient 
hill in Preah Vihear 

province on Saturday is being 
kept at the local museum fol-
lowing a short ceremony on 
Monday.

The statue of Preah Ko (Holy 
Cow) was discovered by a lo-
cal villager from Choam Ksan 
district’s Yeang commune and 
handed over to archaeologists.

Archaeologist Moung Chan-

sey who works in the Preah 
Vihear museum told The Post 
that even though the statue 
was not complete, it was 
made during the Angkor era.

“This statue is made of soft 
stone and it seems to have been 
made during the Angkor era. We 
did not do tests to find out the 
age of the stone yet,” he said. 

Chansey said archaeolo-
gists at the national level 
in Phnom Penh will con-
duct further experiments. 
“They will use chemical 
substances to pinpoint the 

age of this statue,” he said.
According to Prak Sovannara, 

the director-general of the cul-
ture ministry’s heritage depart-
ment, the statue was found by 
Leak Socheat, 32. It was given 
to experts in Preah Vihear on 
Sunday to keep temporarily.

“Some villagers did not know 
the story and accused Cheat of 
stealing the statue. It is not the 
truth. We should admire Cheat 
for taking the statue from the 
forest and giving it to experts 
to keep as national heritage,” 
said Sovannara. 

The sacred statue was found on an ancient hill in Preah Vihear province. police

Kak Komphear (left) was arrested on Sunday. Kong Mas (right) was 
tried last year for insults and incitement to commit crimes. facebook



Long Kimmarita

A 
SIGNING ceremo-
ny for a joint pro-
gramme entitled 
Decent Employ-

ment for Youth in Cambodia 
(DEY) was held between the 
UN in Cambodia and the 
Swiss Agency for Develop-
ment and Cooperation (SDC) 
on Monday to enact phase 
two of the four-year $4 mil-
lion programme.

The ceremony was presid-
ed over by Minister of Labour 
and Vocational Training Ith 
Sam Heng.

DEY was first launched in 
September 2017 and its first 
phase concluded in Decem-
ber last year.

Hok Sovanvotey, who rep-
resents the youths receiving 
support from the project, 
said that in the face of Covid-
19, some have been discour-
aged because their daily lives 
have been impacted.

She said this is a difficult 
time, especially for migrant 
workers who previously re-
lied on working abroad.

“Thousands of people have 
been left jobless with no so-
cial services to fall back on. 
The situation in Cambodia 
has some positives thanks 
to the efforts to dissemi-
nate the right information. I 
hope that many youths will 
benefit from this project,” 
Sovanvotey said.

The UN in Cambodia said 
in a press release on Mon-

day that the second phase of 
the programme technically 
started in January under the 
guidance and leadership of 
the UN resident coordina-
tor’s office.

In cooperation with the gov-
ernment, social partners, em-

ployers and workers organi-
sations, phase two delivers 
key interventions in response 
to Covid-19 in the areas of 
employment, training and in-
come improvement. 

“Benefiting from the re-
newed strategic and finan-

cial support of $4 million 
from the SDC, this second 
phase will continue to ex-
pand the successful initia-
tives from phase one.

“It will assist young women 
and men in obtaining better 
and more productive em-

ployment opportunities,” the 
UN press release said.

Sam Heng said at the cer-
emony: “The continuation 
of the $4 million project will 
help youths find better job 
opportunities from 2020 to 
2023.”
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Nonprofit calls for expansion of 
safety education to grades 10-12
Voun Dara

THE Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sport has been 
asked to expand the academic 
programme on Road Safety to 
grades 10 through 12.

The request came from 
the Asia Injury Prevention  
Foundation (AIP), a non-
profit focused on reducing 
traffic casualties in low- and 
middle-income countries. 
The organisation is request-
ing that the government con-
tinue to sponsor traffic safety 
classes beyond just grades 
one through nine.

AIP country director Kim 
Pagna told The Post that it is 
important that the ministry 
and related institutions cre-
ate additional programmes 
around the country.

“If we educate children 
about road safety and obey-
ing road rules while they 
are growing up, we will see 
results when they reach 
driving age. They will un-
derstand the law and road 
safety and that will lead to a 
decrease in road accidents,” 
Pagna said.

He said the request for addi-
tional academic programmes 
is not only requested by the 
civil organisation but also 
government institutions. He 
said the ministry has raised 
the issue as well.

“However, I would like the 
ministry to consider that Cam-
bodia currently faces chal-

lenges with road accidents. 
“So, the ministry can de-

termine how many years to 
focus on traffic safety and 
how many hours. Education 
in the first year is 18 hours. 
We can increase that to 24 
hours to let students at all 
levels understand the topic 
better,” he said.

Pagna said the government 
has enough resources to grow 
this programme and when 
the government requests do-

nations to build roads, it can 
attach a budget for road safe-
ty as well.

“If the Government does 
not have any projects related 
to this task, we can find part-
ners and supporters to in-
crease this educational pro-
gramme,” he said.

Ministry spokesman Ros 
Soveacha said it has cooper-
ated with the Ministry of In-
terior and Handicap Interna-
tional Organisation to arrange 

the academic programme 
since 2004. The ministry has 
printed the book Road Safety 
Education since 2006.

The National Road Safety 
Committee on Monday is-
sued a press release stating 
that road accident cases de-
creased in May year-on-year 
by 130 cases (37 per cent). 
Fatalities decreased by 42 
people (27 per cent) and in-
juries dropped by 16 (32 per 
cent).

AIP is requesting that the government expand its safety classes beyond grades one through nine. aip foundation 

DEY project to brighten youths’future

The joint programme aims to provide employment opportunities to youths who have suffered during the pandemic. hean rangsey

Soth Koemsoeun

KAMPONG Thom police impound-
ed two tractors in connection with 
the unauthorised clearance of state 
forest land on Monday, but the per-
petrators escaped.

Stoung district governor Neth 
Sary said his district’s military 
police and Kampong Thom 
provincial military police, led 
by Kampong Thom Provincial 
Court Deputy Prosecutor Say 
Veasna, investigated the matter 
and found the activity was not 
properly authorised.

Both tractors were handed 
over to the Stoung district For-
estry Administration.

“At first, people hired the 
tractors to clear their farmland 
which is near the state forest 
land. Maybe he had already 
ploughed the farmland and the 
owner of the machine took his 
chance to clear the nearby state 
forest. He had just cleared about 
1ha and villagers reported it.”

Kampong Thom provincial de-
partment of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries director Pen Van-
rith said he had also received the 
information and authorities are 
searching for the perpetrators. 

Kampong Thom provincial 
military police chief Hang Thol 
said reports and notes have been 
handed over to law enforcement 
officials.

Tractor 
driver for 
hire clears 
state land



THE price of live pigs and pork 
has risen sharply in the region 
now that the quantity of pigs 
has dropped due to the African 
swine fever (ASF), Swine Rais-
ers Association of Thailand 
vice-president Wiwat Pongwi-
watchai said last week.

He said the price of live pigs 
in China had risen to 136 baht 
($4.30) per kg as supplies had 
dropped by approximately 300 
million from the previous year. 
China can normally produce 
500 million pigs yearly.

“In April, China imported 
about 400,000 tonnes of pork, 
up 170 per cent year-on-year,” 
he said.

He added that the price of 
live pigs in Vietnam has risen 
to 120 baht per kg, the highest 
in 20 years as the quantity of 
pigs has dropped by 25 per 
cent. Pork accounts for three 
fourths of meat consumption 
in Vietnam.

“Vietnam imported 300 per 
cent more pork compared to 
the previous year,” he said. “In 
the first four months, almost 70 

per cent of the pork being sold 
in Vietnam was imported. The 
price of live pigs in Cambodia 
has risen to 96 baht per kg.”

Meanwhile, Cambodia Live-
stock Raisers Association direc-
tor Srun Poav told The Post that 
live pigs in the Kingdom cur-
rently cost between 11,000 and 
12,000 riel ($2.66 and $2.91) per 
kg, which is slightly lower than 
Wiwat’s figure. This is up from 
around 8,000 riel during the 
same period last year.

Wiwat added that China is 
likely to import more pigs to 
support domestic consump-
tion, especially since the Covid-
19 situation is getting better 
and many countries are easing 
their restrictions.

“This is the right time for 
Vietnam to export pork to Chi-
na across the border,” he said.

He added that the farm price of 
live pigs in Thailand was between 
Bt66 and Bt71 per kilo, the cheap-
est in the region because there 
have been no cases of ASF in the 
country. THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA 
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SMARTLuY Plc, a subsidiary 
of a Malaysian-owned Smart 
Axiata Co Ltd, a leading tele-
communications service pro-
vider in Cambodia, and cash-
less payment platform Pi Pay 
Plc on Monday received ap-
proval from the national Bank 
of Cambodia (nBC) to merge. 

Earlier this year, both compa-
nies opted for a voluntary dis-
closure of the merger that once 
completed, is expected to “lead 
as well as shape the Kingdom’s 
promising payment ecosystem”.

A joint statement said: “nBC’s 
swift approval process is cer-
tainly a big boost towards fur-
ther cementing Pi Pay’s lead-
ership position in the digital 
payment landscape in Cambo-
dia post-merger completion.”

SmartLuy employees will 
join the Pi Pay team at the 
completion of the merger, 
while SmartLuy customers, 
agents as well as vendors will 
migrate to Pi Pay.

Existing SmartLuy custom-
ers will be able to transfer 
their wallet balances to new 
Pi Pay accounts before the in-
tegration phase following the 
merger completes.

Additional information on 
customer migration will be 
provided via multiple chan-
nels as it becomes available, 
said the statement.

Pi Pay CEO Tomas Pokorny 
said the merger will provide 
Pi Pay with an array of new 
opportunities and resources 

to leverage on.
“With Smart, Pi Pay will be 

better equipped to support 
the government’s agenda of 
reducing barriers to digitali-
sation and widen digital pay-
ments adoption among con-
sumers as well as merchants, 
including among small retail 
businesses,” he said.

Smart Axiata CEO Thomas 
Hundt said: “This positive de-
velopment has been envisioned 
in line with the overarching 
strategy of strengthening our 
digital business portfolio while 
introducing various innova-
tive, lifestyle and entertain-
ment value propositions for 
our millions of customers.

“All SmartLuy customers, 
agents and vendors will be kept 
informed during this transition 
period. I look forward to suc-
cessfully completing this trans-
action very soon and harness 
the immense potential syner-
gies in the promotion of finance 
inclusion as well as a digital so-
ciety in the Kingdom,” he said.

Currently, Smart Axiata 
serves eight million subscrib-
ers under its ‘Smart’ brand, 
and is part of Malaysian tele-
communications conglomer-
ate Axiata Group Bhd. Its net-
work coverage is 99 per cent 
of the Kingdom’s population.

Launched in 2017, Pi Pay 
has quickly expanded its user 
base to nearly 300,000, logging 
more than $350 million in 
transaction value and boast-
ing 4,500 merchant locations 
across the Kingdom.

nBC okays merger of 
SmartLuy and Pi Pay

ABA posts sound first quarter
May Kunmakara

A
DVAnCED Bank of 
Asia Ltd (ABA) re-
ported sound busi-
ness performance in 

the first quarter of the year.
Its total assets grew to 

$4.6 billion, up 5.7 per cent 
quarter-on-quarter, it said in 
a financial report filed with 
the Cambodia Securities Ex-
change (CSX) on Monday.

Deposit portfolio increased to 
$3.5 billion, and the gross loan 
portfolio mounted up to $3 bil-
lion, representing 1.7 per cent 
and 8.4 per cent growth against 
the end of 2019, respectively. 

In terms of profitability, the 
bank managed to secure $33.5 
million in net profit in the first 
quarter while shareholder eq-
uity grew to $650 million.

Montreal-based parent 
shareholder national Bank 
of Canada has committed an 
additional capital injection of 
$120 million, which ABA re-
ceived in january.

“This tranche supported the 
further growth of the bank, 
keeping its solvency ratio in 
full compliance with the regu-
latory requirement,” said ABA.

Its chairman Yves jacquot 
said the beginning of the year 
brought profound changes to 
the business environment due 
to the Covid-19 outbreak.

Being an integral part of the 
world market, Cambodia was 
also significantly impacted, 
experiencing difficulties in 
the garment industry, service 
sector and tourism, he said.

He said the government has 
therefore undertaken numer-
ous activities and initiatives 
to support the economy and 
the financial sector.

For example, he said, the 
national Bank of Cambodia 
issued a March circular on 
providing grace periods and 
loan repayment restructuring 
to businesses.

“Fully understanding its role 
in supporting the local econ-
omy, ABA has followed the 
circular helping its customers, 
mostly in the microfinance 
and small and medium-sized 
enterprises [SMEs] segments.

“ABA has continued to grow 
in all key areas, including to-
tal assets, deposits and loans, 
as well as profit,” he said.

ABA listed corporate bonds 
on the CSX in December. In 
February, the bank transferred 
in full the first coupon pay-
ments to its corporate bond-
holders. In total, 68 investors 
received almost 3.3 billion riel 
($800,000) in interest.

jacquot said that although the 
economy is slowing, ABA con-
tinues to implement its business 
strategy with a focus on digital 
finance products as well as on 
productive loans to businesses 

in real sectors of the economy.
“The bank applies a robust 

risk management culture 
strengthened by audit and 
compliance functions across 
its businesses.

“As we expect the slowdown 
of the economy to continue 
– resulting in lower demand, 
job cuts, and recession – it will 
have further implications on 
bank performance in 2020.

“We are confident though 
that we are well-positioned 
to overcome the expected de-
cline thanks to its sound busi-
ness strategy and financial re-
silience,” he said.

ABA’s total assets grew to $4.6 billion, up 5.7 per cent quarter-on-quarter. HENG CHIVOAN

Bedding product exports gain 190%Pork prices rise sharply 
in the region due to ASF Hin Pisei

BEDDInG product exports from Cambo-
dia to the international market in the first 
four months of the year totalled $24.21 
million, up 190.11 per cent over $8.34 mil-
lion in the same period last year, Ministry 
of Commerce data show.

The ministry includes mattresses, pil-
lows, sheets, blankets and sleeping bags 
in its data.

Ministry spokesman Pen Sovicheat told 
The Post on Monday that exports of bed-
room products to the international mar-
ket have increased steadily.

“With the Ministry of Commerce’s 
policy of promoting and improving the 
quality of domestic products, these 
products are now being exported to 
major countries like the united States, 
japan, Canada, Britain, Australia, new 
Zealand and France.

“These goods are ordered and produced 
in accordance with the technical standards 
required by the target market and accord-
ing to the requirements of the buyers.

“Our products are quality products for 
competitive markets. We want to elevate 
the reputation of ‘Made in Cambodia’ 
products to be internationally recog-
nised and supported.

“There are currently five of these manufac-
turing plants in Cambodia and four of them 

are in Special Economic Zones [SEZs].
“Consistently lower labour costs in the 

country are a competitive advantage, 
which I hope will attract more people to 
invest in Cambodia,” he said.

Cambodia Chamber of Commerce vice-
president Lim Heng said the Kingdom’s 
improving political and commercial rela-
tions with many countries around the 
world could soon lead to free trade agree-

ments, which will create more opportuni-
ties to entice investors.

“As far as I know, there are a lot of for-
eign companies that intend to or are 
preparing to invest in many sectors in 
Cambodia,” said Heng.

As the Sino-uS trade dispute adds to 
existing headwinds for companies, he 
said, Cambodia hopes to draw additional 
investment.

Cambodia exported $24.21 million worth of bedding products in the first four months of the year. 
HEAN RANGSEY
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THe Vietnamese government has 
proposed to the national Assembly 
three options for transforming invest-
ment models at sub-projects of the 
eastern north-South expressway for 
consideration.

In all three options raised, three out 
of 11 sub-projects which were already 
decided to be public-funded follow-
ing the national Assembly’s Resolu-
tion no 52/2017 dated november 22, 
2017 were proposed to continue to 
be public-funded.

Those included expressway projects 
running from Cao Bo (nam Dinh prov-
ince) to Bai Vot (Ha Tinh), from Cam 
Lo (Quang Tri) to La Son (Thua Thien 
Hue) and from nha Trang (Khanh Hoa) 
to Dau Giay (Dong nai) and Cau My 
Thuan 2 (Tien Giang and Vinh Long).

The transformation of investment 
models was proposed for the remain-
ing eight sub-projects which were 
previously planned to be implement-
ed following the public-private part-
nership (PPP) model.

In the first option, all of these eight 
sub-projects were proposed to trans-
form to public-funded.

Speeding up disbursement of public 
investment was identified as one of 
the key solutions to accelerate post-
pandemic economic growth. The 
north-South expressway was a pri-
oritised infrastructure project to speed 
up disbursement of public investment 
and create a driver for growth.

In this option, the Ministry of 
Transport estimated that total capital 
worth nearly 99.5 trillion dong ($4.3 
billion) would be needed. The state 
budget already allocated 55 trillion 
dong for the eastern north-South 
expressway project under Resolution 
no 52/2017 and the government pro-
posed to add the rest in the 2021-2025 
public investment plan.

In the second option, five out of eight 
sub-projects would be transformed 
from PPP to public-funded, including 
four pressing projects running from 
Mai Son to national Highway 45 
(63km), from national Highway 45 to 
nghi Son (43km), from nghi Son to 
Dien Chau (50km) and Phan Thiet-Dau 
Giay (99km) and one project from Vinh 
Hao to Phan Thiet which had not 
attracted the interest of any investors.

The other three, including Dien Chau-
Bai Vot, nha Trang-Cam Lam and Cam 
Lâm-Vinh Hao, which already attracted 
several investors, would continue to be 
implemented following PPP.

In the second option, the total 
investment was estimated at 100.25 
trillion dong, 88 trillion of which 
would be funded by the state (55 tril-
lion already allocated and a sum worth 
33 trillion needed). A sum worth more 
than 12 trillion dong must be raised 
from private investment.

In the final option, three were pro-
posed to transform investment mod-
els, including projects from Mai Son 
to national Highway 45, from Phan 
Thiet to Dau Giay and from Vinh Hao 
to Phan Thiet.

The other five would be PPP.
The total investment capital was 

estimated at 100.8 trillion dong, of 
which 78.4 trillion would come from 
the state budget.

On May 14, the government pro-
posed to the national Assembly that 
all sub-projects of the eastern north-
South expressway would be trans-
formed from PPP to public-funded 
to speed up the construction and cre-
ate a driver for economic growth.

However, the national Assembly 
Standing Committee did not agree 
with the proposal. VIET NAM NEWS/ANN

China market 
entry a boon 
for Kingdom’s 
yellow bananas
Thou Vireak

D
eMAnD for the 
Kingdom’s yel-
low bananas has 
surged since Chi-

na authorised the export of 
the ubiquitous fruit last year.

Minister of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries Veng 
Sakhon on Sunday said 
advances in agricultural 
technology, processing, 
packaging and exporting 
sophistication have helped 
boost yellow banana ex-
ports, which increased sig-
nificantly during the first 
five months of this year.

Sakhon made the state-
ment during a visit to review 
the progress of Long Sreng 
International Co Ltd, a local 
company developing agro-
industrial crops.

The company exported 
22,762 tonnes of yellow ba-
nanas between january and 
May, he said. Of that, 8,348 
tonnes were exported to 
China and 14,414 tonnes 
were shipped to Vietnam.  

Sakhon said: “The min-
istry is trying to strengthen 

cooperation with develop-
ment partners and the pri-
vate sector to support in-
vestment in all agricultural 
product value chains from A 
to Z by increasing productiv-
ity, packaging, storing, pro-
cessing, hygiene and safety 
in line with export market 
standards.

“I called on the company to 
maintain good cooperation 
with the General Department 
of Agriculture and all relevant 
actors in support and promo-
tion of the export of Cambo-
dian crops to international 
markets in the future.”

Long Sreng International 
chairman Heng Sreng said 
his company is investing 
in agro-industrial crops in-
cluding yellow bananas, 
rubber, Pailin longan (Di-
mocarpus longan), durian, 
grapefruits and jackfruits in 
Kampong Cham province’s 
Stung Trang district. 

Currently, the company is 
cultivating 1,000ha of banan-
as, 78ha of grapefruit, 240ha 
of Pailin longan, 145ha of 
durian and 125ha of jackfruit.

“each orchard is organised 

according to the proper 
technical standards, with 
irrigation and harvesting 
systems, packaging facili-
ties, warehouses, seed pro-
duction platforms, storage 
pools and water distribution 
systems,” he said.

Longmate Agriculture Co 
Ltd director Hun Lak said 
his company has invested 
$32 million in growing yel-
low bananas on more than 
1,000ha in Kampot prov-
ince’s Chhouk district.

He said his company ex-
ported 10,000 tonnes of 
yellow bananas in the first 
five months of the year, and 
plans to plant trees on 400 

more hectares soon.
“Our exports of fresh ba-

nanas to the Chinese market 
have been going smoothly 
as usual.

“The Chinese side has not 
imposed a limit on the num-
ber of imports as of yet, and 
fresh fruit imports from Cam-
bodia go in as usual, without 
any restrictions,” said Lak.

General Department of 
Agriculture data show that 
from the third quarter of 
last year, three major yel-
low banana farms existed 
in Cambodia. They are lo-
cated in Ratanakkiri, Kratie 
and Kampot provinces and 
cover a total area of 4,996ha 

– exclusively for export.
Ministry data show that 

Cambodia’s total export vol-
ume reached 121,414 tonnes 
in the first five months of this 
year, most of which were ex-
ported to China and the rest 
to Vietnam and japan.

The export of yellow ba-
nanas to international 
markets last year reached 
157,812 tonnes.

Yellow bananas are a prime 
product for export because 
they are durable and don’t 
ripen quickly. One hectare, 
which can be harvested 
three times over two years, 
can produce 60-73 tonnes of 
bananas per year.

eCB expected to pump up eurozone support
THe european Central Bank (eCB) 
could announce on Thursday hun-
dreds of billions of euros in new 
bond-buying to keep fighting the 
pandemic crisis, analysts predict, as 
eu governments prepare to wrangle 
for months over a joint response.

While some policymakers have 
urged abandoning the eCB’s self-
imposed limits on buying govern-
ment debt to stoke growth and infla-
tion, the meeting is also the first since 
a ruling by Germany’s Constitutional 
Court urging restraint of the central 
bank’s powers.

“At a minimum, we think [gover-
nors] will add a further €500 billion 
[$560 billion]” to the €750 billion Pan-
demic emergency Purchase Pro-
gramme (PePP) decided in March, 
said Andrew Kenningham, an analyst 
at London-based research consul-
tancy Capital economics Ltd.

If the eCB keeps up its present pace 
of buying government and corporate 
debt, “the total envelope will be exhaust-
ed by early October”, he added.

“The only questions are exactly what 
changes are announced and when.”

eCB board member Isabel Schna-
bel reiterated last week that the “size 
but also the composition and dura-
tion” of PePP could all be increased, 
with some analysts forecasting an 
extension from the end of this year 
to September next year.

As well as Thursday’s policy moves, 
eyes will be on june’s quarterly growth 
and inflation forecasts from eCB 
staff, as january-March figures were 
compiled before the virus struck.

Last week, eCB president Christine 
Lagarde predicted that the eurozone 
economy would contract by between 

eight and 12 per cent this year, before a 
hoped-for strong rebound next year.

Inflation collapse
Meanwhile inflation in the 19-nation 

eurozone collapsed to 0.1 per cent 
year-on-year last month – down from 
1.2 per cent in February before the pan-
demic and worlds away from the eCB’s 
just-below-two-per-cent target.

Capital economics predicted that the 
inflation outlook could fall as low as 
zero across the year, potentially offer-
ing a powerful justification for further 
measures to support activity and lift 
price growth towards the bank’s goal.

Governors will meet less than a 
month after a German Constitution-

al Court (GCC) ruling that a €2.6 tril-
lion bond-buying scheme launched 
in 2015 may not have been “propor-
tionate” to its price stability goal and 
demanding clarification.

If the eCB cannot satisfy the judges, 
the German Bundesbank, the central 
bank, may not be able to participate 
in bond-buying.

While finding a face-saving solu-
tion to the immediate legal headache, 
policymakers must also consider how 
court challenges might limit their 
future options.

Bank of France governor Francois 
Villeroy de Galhau last week said the 
so-called “capital key” – under which 
the eCB buys countries’ bonds in line 

with their stakes in its capital – is an 
“uncalled-for constraint”.

Free of limits, the central bank 
might choose to buy more Italian, 
French or Spanish debt to keep 
financial conditions on an even keel 
across the eurozone.

Stimulus debate
But the self-imposed capital key 

rule was also shaped to dodge just the 
kind of legal tripwire that has sprung 
up in Germany.

“While I do not think the eCB will be 
deterred by the GCC, I also think they do 
not necessarily want to raise the stakes 
by blatantly going against its worries,” 
said Capital economics’ Oliver Rakau.

“An official dropping of the capital 
key is likely fairly controversial at 
this stage.”

eCB chiefs will also be aware that 
long-awaited help on the fiscal front 
remains far off, as leaders are just get-
ting started debating a €750 billion 
pandemic recovery fund proposal 
from the european Commission.

While Germany last month gave up 
some of its red lines in a deal with 
France, including on the emotive ques-
tion of joint debt issued from Brussels, 
a so-called “frugal four” group includ-
ing Austria and the netherlands are 
fighting a rearguard action.

Short of joint measures, markets’ 
fears of an eventual breakup of the 
eurozone could resurface, the eCB 
warned last week.

But tied into the eu’s always hotly 
contested budget negotiations and calls 
for bloc-wide taxes on plastics and big 
tech to fund borrowing, it will be a chal-
lenge for governments to seal the deal 
even by a january deadline. AFP

Vn proposes 
investment 
options for 
expressway

Demand for the Kingdom’s yellow bananas has surged since China authorised the export of the 
ubiquitous fruit last year. HENG CHIVOAN

Last week, ECB president Christine Lagarde predicted that the eurozone economy 
would contract by between eight and 12 per cent this year, before a hoped-for strong 
rebound next year. AFP
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Somewhat surprisingly, 
despite having the perfect 
tropical climate for the 
sweet spirit, Cambodia never 

developed a rum culture – until now, 
that is.

Samai Distillery, which was founded 
in Phnom Penh by two Venezuelan rum 
aficionados, has not only introduced 
rum to Cambodia, but also placed the 
Kingdom’s rum firmly on the interna-
tional scene.

Synonymous with pirates and “jack 
tars”, rum has had a chequered history. 
Known as “rumbullion” or “kill-divil” 
in the 17th century, rum has been rein-
vented as a premium and fashionable 
spirit, giving scotch and brandy a run 
for their money.

and in 2014 Daniel Pacheco and 
antonio Lopez de haro launched the 
Samai Distillery in Phnom Penh to 
introduce rum to the Cambodian taste 
experience.

“with 
such an 
abundance 
of high-
quality raw 
materials in 
Cambodia, 
we were 
surprised 
that there 
was not a 
rum industry 
in Cambo-
dia. So we 
embarked on 
creating 
the 

Kingdom’s first premium rum distillery 
from scratch,” Pacheco told The Post.

Pacheco says production is currently 
70-30 for the domestic market and 
for export, but this will eventually be 
ramped up to a 50-50 split.

“with growing demand from coun-
tries around the world, our expansion 
will focus on bringing Cambodia’s 
premium rum to the best bars across 
the globe,” he said. 

as Samai transforms the Kingdom’s 
drinks scene, connoisseurs of the tropi-
cal spirit will be raising a toast to their 
plans to increase production to some 
60,000 bottles a year.

“although we are currently running 
24/7 at full capacity, which produces 
around 6,000 bottles a year, demand 
is outstripping supply. we are in the 
process of expanding to increase our 
capacity around 10 times,” Pacheco 
said. “our success so far is only the 
beginning.”

Age-old traditions
making the best of Cambodia’s 

environmental factors – its terroir – 
which produces the ideal ingredients 
for rum, Samai has won more than 12 
internationally recognised awards, put-
ting the Kingdom firmly on the world 
rum map. 

“our first major success was when a 
friend living here who had worked for 
[alcoholic drinks multinational] Diageo 
knew they had a distillery incubation 
programme and he applied for us. 

“we got an email a few months 
later saying: ‘Congratulations, you 
have been selected among the top 10 
startup distilleries in the world. we 
want you to be part of this pro-
gramme and come to London to  
pitch to our investment committee. 
we love your product.’ 

“this is when we realised we were 
on to something big,” Pacheco said.

Samai has since won numerous 
international awards, includ-
ing prizes at the San Francisco 
world Spirits Competition, the 
London International Spirits 
Challenge, the Singapore 
world Spirits Competition and 
the miami International Rum 
Conference. 

“In some of these competi-
tions we even gained Double 
Gold medals, meaning we 
have been considered the 

best rum in the world for its category, 
both for our Samai Gold Rum and our 
Samai Kampot Pepper Rum,” Pacheco 
said.

Samai is proud of using age-old 
rum-making traditions, using two 
500-litre, 100 per cent copper pot stills 
handmade in Portugal, which are of 
the same “alembic” design as from the 
19th century.

“Different rums have different ageing 

times and processes. But we normally 
age our rums for at least two years 
in a variety of barrels. Some of our 
rums have been ageing for almost four 
years,” Pacheco said.

‘Cocktail revolution’
this insistence on excellence has 

seen Samai exporting to Singapore and 
France for the past three years, and re-
cently entering the Spanish market, with 
the UK and thailand next in their sights.

“France and Singapore are currently 
the hottest markets outside Cambodia for 
our rum. In Singapore, as the capital of 
the ‘asian cocktail revolution’, our craft 
and premium rum has been very well ac-
cepted and included in many of the top 
cocktail bars in asia,” Samai’s sales and 
marketing manager Julie hedon said.

to showcase its rums and Cambodia’s 
own “cocktail revolution”, Samai had 
until the Covid-19 outbreak opened to 
the public on thursday nights to give 
people the opportunity to visit the distill-
ery, learn about the production process 
and savour their wide range of cocktails. 

however, until this resumes – 

Pacheco hopes sometime in the near 
future subject to official approval 
– Phnom Penh’s rum lovers can still 
enjoy Samai’s products from their shop 
opposite the distillery.

that Samai is a Cambodian success 
story is reflected in the tale of one of 
their key staff members. 

“with no other rum distilleries in 
the Kingdom, we were convinced we 
would have to look abroad for a master 
distiller. But luckily we had one applica-
tion from a Cambodian – from moang 
Darachampich. 

“She has a master’s in Chemical 
engineering, specialising in food manu-
facturing, and had written a thesis on 
fermentation, so we knew she had the 
skills we needed. and now she runs the 
show,” Pacheco recalls.

For a taster of Darachampich and 
Samai’s award-winning work, a virtual 
tour of the facility can be taken at 
www.whisky.sg/samai-distillery-tour/ 
until they can guide you through the 
fascinating distillation process in person 
– all while enjoying Cambodia’s ac-
claimed additions to the rum scene.  
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Samai uses two 500-litre, 100 per cent copper pot stills handmade in Portugal. Samai Distillery co-founder and chief operating officer Daniel Pacheco. 
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Samai Distillery production officer Panha Yom. The Cambodian rum-makers say they are in the process of increasing capacity tenfold. 
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”
We [have] even gained 
Double Gold Medals, 
meaning we have been 
considered the best rum in 
the world in that category
Daniel PaCheCo /  
SAMAi cO-FOunDer

THE PHNOM PENH POST  june 2 , 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

samai distillery firmly placing 
Kingdom’s rum on world map
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nASA astronauts entered the Inter-
national Space Station on Sunday 
after a landmark 19-hour journey on 
the first crewed uS spacecraft in 
nearly a decade, a triumph for Space 
exploration Technologies Corp 
(SpaceX) and private enterprise.

The arrival completed the first leg 
of the trip, designed to test the capa-
bilities of the Crew Dragon capsule. 
But the mission will only be declared 
a success when the astronauts return 
safely to earth in a few months.

The spaceship’s hatch opened at 
1:02pm eastern Time (1702 GMT) as 
Bob Behnken and Doug Hurley carried 
out final procedures before crossing 
the threshold about 20 minutes later.

Wearing black polo shirts and 
khaki pants, they were greeted by 
fellow uS astronaut Chris Cassidy, 
as well as Russian cosmonauts Ana-
toli Ivanishin and Ivan Vagner.

The five men posed for photos 
and then nasa administrator jim 
Bridenstine spoke to the crew from 
mission control in Houston.

“Welcome to Bob and Doug,” said 
Bridenstine. “I will tell you the whole 
world saw this mission, and we are 
so, so proud of everything you have 
done for our country.”

“It’s great to get the uS back in the 
crewed launch business and we’re just 
really glad to be on board this magnif-
icent complex,” replied Hurley.

Russian space chief Dmitry Rogozin 
also offered his congratulations to 
nasa and elon Musk, the boss of the 
private aerospace company SpaceX 
that built the Crew Dragon capsule.

The capsule spent 19 hours chas-
ing down the station at speeds of 
up to 28,000km/h, before carefully 
aligning to its target and slowing 
to a crawl for the delicate docking 
procedure, which took place over 
northern China. AFP

Astronauts 
reach space 
station in 
milestone

White House 
clashes rage 
as uS cities 
under curfew
P

OLICe fired tear gas 
outside the White 
House late on Sun-
day as major uS cit-

ies were put under curfew 
to suppress rioting as anti-
racism protesters again took 
to the streets to voice fury at 
police brutality.

With the Trump adminis-
tration branding instigators of 
six nights of rioting as domes-
tic terrorists, there were more 
confrontations between pro-
testers and police and fresh 
outbreaks of looting.

Violent clashes erupted 
repeatedly in a small park 
next to the White House, 
with authorities using tear 
gas, pepper spray and flash 
bang grenades to disperse 
crowds who lit several large 
fires and damaged property.

Local uS leaders appealed 
to citizens to give construc-
tive outlet to their rage over 
the death of an unarmed 
black man in the city of Min-
neapolis, while night-time 
curfews were imposed in 
cities including Washington, 
Los Angeles and Houston.

One closely watched pro-
test was outside the state 
capitol in Minneapolis’ twin 
city of St Paul, where several 
thousand people gathered 
before marching down a 
highway.

“We have black sons, black 
brothers, black friends, we 
don’t want them to die. We 

are tired of this happening, 
this generation is not hav-
ing it, we are tired of oppres-
sion,” said Muna Abdi, a 31-
year-old black woman who 
joined the protest.

“I want to make sure he 
stays alive,” she added about 
her son, aged three.

Hundreds of police and na-
tional Guard troops were de-
ployed ahead of the protest.

At one point, some of the 
protesters who had reached a 
bridge were forced to scram-
ble for cover when a truck 
drove at speed after having 
breached a barricade.

The driver was later taken 
to hospital after the protest-
ers hauled him from the ve-
hicle, although there were 
no immediate reports of 
other casualties.

There were other large-
scale protests in cities includ-
ing new York and Miami.

Washington’s mayor or-
dered a curfew from 11:00pm 
until 6:00am, as a report in 
The New York Times said 
President Donald Trump 
had been rushed by Secret 
Service agents into an un-
derground bunker at the 
White House on Friday night 
during an earlier protest.

Large-scale violence has 
rocked many uS cities in 
recent days, and looters 
ransacked stores in a neigh-
bourhood of Philadelphia 
on Sunday.

In the Los Angeles suburb 
of Santa Monica, looting 
was reported at stores in a 
popular beachside shop-
ping centre.

Officials in LA – a city 
scarred by the 1992 riots 
over the police beating of 
Rodney King, an African-
American man – imposed a 
curfew from 4:00pm on Sun-
day until dawn.

The city’s mayor eric Garc-
etti said on Cnn: “Please, use 
your discretion and go early, 
go home, stay home and help 
us make sure that those who 
want to change this conver-
sation from being about ra-
cial justice to be about burn-
ing things and looting things, 
don’t win the day.”

The shocking videotaped 
death on May 25 of an un-
armed black man, George 
Floyd, at the hands of police 
in Minneapolis ignited the na-
tionwide wave of outrage over 
law enforcement’s repeated 
use of lethal force against un-
armed African Americans.

Floyd stopped breathing 

after Minneapolis police of-
ficer Derek Chauvin knelt 
on his neck for nearly nine 
minutes.

Chauvin has been charged 
with third-degree murder 
and is due to make his first 
appearance in court on 
Monday. Three other officers 
with him have been fired but 
for now face no charges.

Governor Tim Walz has mo-
bilised all of Minnesota’s na-
tional Guard troops – the state 
guard’s biggest mobilisation 
ever – to help restore order.

Police fired tear gas and 
stun grenades to clear streets 
of curfew violators on Satur-
day night in Minneapolis.

Walz extended a curfew for 
a third night on Sunday and 
praised police and guards-
men for holding down 
violence. “They did so in a 
professional manner. They 
did so without a single loss 
of life and minimal property 
damage,” he said.

“Congratulations to our 
national Guard for the great 
job they did immediately 

upon arriving in Minneapo-
lis, Minnesota, last night,” 
President Donald Trump 
tweeted, adding that they 
“should be used in other 
States before it is too late!”

The Department of Defence 
said that around 5,000 nation-
al Guard troops had been mo-
bilised in 15 states as well as 
the capital Washington, with 
another 2,000 on standby.

The widespread resort to 
uniformed national Guards 
units is rare, and it evoked 
disturbing memories of the 
rioting in uS cities in 1967 
and 1968 in a turbulent time 
of protest over racial and 
economic disparities.

Trump blamed the extreme 
left for the violence, saying 
he planned to designate a 
group known as Antifa as a 
terrorist organisation.

Attorney General Bill Barr 
added: “The violence insti-
gated and carried out by An-
tifa and other similar groups 
in connection with the rioting 
is domestic terrorism and will 
be treated accordingly.” AFP

A US protester raises a defiant fist as flames erupt in front of him. AFP

Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro has tried to rally his supporters with unproven coronavirus drugs 
even as the country has become Latin America’s virus hotspot. AFP

Brazil’s Bolsonaro rallies supporters as uS sends drugs
PReSIDenT jair Bolsonaro, who 
opposes coronavirus lockdown 
measures imposed by Brazilian 
cities and states, rallied with his 
supporters on Sunday, as Wash-
ington said it had sent two mil-
lion doses of a controversial 
unproven Covid-19 drug.

Brazil is Latin America’s hotspot 
for the deadly pandemic, with 
nearly 500,000 confirmed cases 
and a death toll of nearly 28,000, 
the world’s fourth highest.

But Bolsonaro met a tightly 
packed throng of supporters out-
side the government palace in 
the capital Brasilia. The crowd 
chanted “myth! myth! myth!” – 
echoing the president’s dismiss-
al of the virus pandemic.

Protected by bodyguards, he 
approached the crowd without 
touching them, although he did 
pick up two children and put 
them on his shoulders, and brief-
ly mounted a police horse, to the 
crowd’s delight.

Brazil’s health crisis has merged 

with a political crisis, as the far-
right president has openly clashed 
with local authorities that insist on 
lockdown measures.

Pro-government rallies have 
intensified as Bolsonaro also 
faces a court-ordered investiga-
tion into abuse of power that 
could lead to his impeachment.

Bolsonaro, often described as 
the “Trump of the Tropics”, got 
help from the real Donald Trump 
on Sunday in the form of two 
million doses of the antimalarial 
medicine hydroxychloroquine 
(HCQ) to fight Covid-19.

President Trump is an outspoken 
fan of HCQ, which has been used 
to treat malaria and some autoim-
mune disorders for decades.

However there is currently no 
evidence showing that HCQ can 
be used either to treat or prevent 
the novel coronavirus – and there 
are fears that it may worsen 
patient’s outcomes.

Like Trump, Bolsonaro is an 
HCQ advocate and has even fired 

two health ministers who clashed 
with him over his desire to 
expand its use.

The White House added that 
the uS will also soon be sending 
1,000 ventilators to Brazil.

On the streets of Sao Paulo, Bra-
zil’s most populous city, Bol-
sonaro supporters fought with 
pro-democracy demonstrators.

Some 500 demonstrators, most-
ly dressed in black and wearing 
facemasks, marched carrying ban-
ners that read “We are for Democ-
racy” and “Against Fascism”, facing 
off with a smaller group of pro-
Bolsonaro activists.

The march was organised by 
football club fan groups, especially 
Corinthians – which during the 
final years of Brazil’s 1964-1985 
military dictatorship period and 
led by superstar Socrates was active 
in the civil rights movement.

Riot police failed to keep the 
rival groups apart, and fired tear 
gas in an attempt to break up the 
fracas. AFP
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A COVID-19 financial aid 
package sailed through Thai-
land’s House of Representa-
tives on Sunday but opposi-
tion Members of Parliament 
(MPs) attacked the 1.9 trillion 
baht ($60 billion) aid as most-
ly benefiting big businesses.

After five days of debate, the 
lower house voted in favour of 
the package proposed by the 
government by issuing three 
related emergency decrees.

MPs voted 274 in favour of 
the first decree enabling the 
Ministry of Finance to borrow 
one trillion baht to provide 
support to people adversely 
affected by the virus outbreak, 
while 204 MPs abstained.

The second emergency de-
cree, authorising the Bank 
of Thailand to provide 500 
billion baht in soft loans to 
support small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMes) hit 
by the Covid-19 fallout, sailed 
through with 275 voting in fa-
vour and 205 abstaining.

The third emergency de-
cree to support bond market 
liquidity via the Corporate 
Bond Stabilisation Fund (BSF), 
established by the finance 
ministry and the central bank, 
prevailed with the backing of 
274 MPs and 195 abstaining.

There were 487 MPs in at-
tendance for the voting ses-
sion – 276 from the coalition 
government and 211 from 

the opposition.
nateepat Kulsetthasith, Move 

Forward Party MP, criticised the 
BSF as benefiting large corpo-
rates the most because it re-
quires investment-grade bonds, 
or BBB rated, to be eligible for a 
bailout. Only large firms could 
raise funds via investment-
grade bonds, he said.

He also criticised the 500 
billion baht in soft loans 
available to support SMes as 
too small or only 10 per cent 
of the total SMe market lend-
ing of five trillion baht.

Meanwhile, Wanvipa Maison, 
another Move Forward Party 
MP, questioned the governance 
of the BSF saying it was likely to 
benefit large corporations.

She suggested that some 
conditions to protect labour 
be added – the companies 
eligible for fund support must 
not lay off workers. They must 
have no record of abuse of la-
bour rights.

In case they have a current le-
gal dispute with labourers, they 
should drop the case, she said. 
In the future, if they abused 
labour rights, they must be 
forced to buy back corporate 
bonds from the fund.

She also lamented that 
while businesses get finan-
cial support quickly, people 
have to wait longer for assis-
tance. THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Thai MPs push $60B 
Covid-19 aid package 
through Parliament

Indonesia backtracks 
on decision to relax 
wood export terms
I

nDOneSIA has back-
tracked on a decision 
to relax export require-
ments for timber prod-

ucts months after issuing a 
deregulation policy that en-
vironmental groups criticised 
for threatening to put sustain-
able timber trade at risk.

On May 11, the Ministry of 
Trade issued a regulation an-
nulling its previous regulation 
in February that scrapped the 
requirement for Indonesian 
companies to secure the so-
called V-legal documents, 
which indicate that timber 
products being shipped come 
from legal sources.

V-legal licensing has repre-
sented an important tool of 
the timber legality verifica-
tion system (SVLK) managed 
by the Ministry of environ-
ment and Forestry, which has 
helped improve Indonesia’s 
reputation in global sustain-
able timber trade.

The trade ministry previ-
ously defended its February 
decision – which was sup-
posed to take effect on May 
27 – by saying that it only 
regulated the export require-
ments for timber products 
and would not affect the en-
tire SVLK system.

Its director for agricultural 
and forestry product exports, 
Sulistyawati, confirmed that 
the new regulation annulled 
the previous policy and, 
therefore, exporters needed 
to again secure the V-legal 
documents.

“This change is based on 
suggestions by the ministry 
in charge of [environmental 
affairs],” said Sulistyawati.

The environment ministry’s 
secretary-general Bambang 
Hendroyono did not respond 
to a request for comment.

The SVLK system and its 
requirements have long di-
vided timber-related indus-
tries, with big wood product 
exporters saying the SVLK 
increased global market trust 
and small and medium fur-
niture producers saying the 
requirements prevented their 
businesses from entering 
overseas markets.

Association of Indone-
sian Forest Concessionaires 
(APHI) executive director Pur-
wadi Soeprianto welcomed 
the new regulation on rein-
stating the V-legal documents 
as an export requirement.

The association, he said, 
supported the SVLK because 
it reduced illegal logging, 

which eventually made com-
petition fairer and increased 
forest sustainability.

“Almost all of Indonesia’s 
timber export [markets] pre-
fer consuming eco-friendly 
products. The SVLK answers 
this particular preference of 
international consumers,” 
said Purwadi.

Indonesian Furniture and 
Craft Association (HIMKI) 
secretary-general Abdul Sobur 
denounced the decision to 
backtrack, saying that the 
SVLK was a counterproductive 
policy that had put a heavy 
burden on small businesses.

Around 5,000 downstream-
level exporters, mostly small 
and medium companies like 
furniture businesses, were 
struggling with the costs 
needed to meet the SLVK re-
quirements, including rough-
ly 30 million rupiah ($2,100) 
per company to obtain an 
SLVK certificate and around 
20 million rupiah per year for 
timber surveillance, he said.

They must also secure a V-le-
gal export declaration, which 
costs around 300,000 rupiah 
per shipping container.

“The SVLK should have only 
been applied to upstream 
industries, not downstream 

industries [such as furniture 
businesses], because the for-
mer tend to use [raw] mate-
rials directly obtained from 
forests. even if it is legal, there 
is always room for illegal log-
ging,” said Sobur.

Activists who previously 
criticised the scrapping of 
the V-legal licence, calling it 
a setback for forest protec-
tion since it was supposed to 
act as the last stand for the 
inspection of timber product 
exports, welcomed the rein-
statement with caution.

Indonesian Independent 
Forest Monitoring network 
(jPIK) activist Muhamad Kosar 
said the brouhaha over timber 
deregulation had shown that 

the government should im-
prove its internal coordination 
before issuing a policy.

“This incident is real proof 
of how weak coordination is 
among Cabinet members,” 
he said.

The trade ministry claimed 
that the scrapping of the V-
legal licence was intended to 
support small and medium 
companies, but some ac-
tivists said the government 
should instead look for other 
solutions without weakening 
the SVLK system.

Forest Watch Indonesia 
campaigner Agung Ady said 
another issue might arise 
regarding wood product ex-
ports as the environment and 

Forestry Ministry sought ways 
to relax policies on forestry as 
part of efforts to reduce the 
impacts of Covid-19 on the 
economy.

In a letter sent to the Office 
of Coordinating economic 
Minister following the issu-
ance of the trade ministry’s 
February regulation, the envi-
ronment ministry requested 
that the government reinstate 
the V-legal licensing, but with 
an increase in the amount of 
lumber allowed for export.

Agung said such a plan 
could instead have adverse 
effects by reducing supply of 
the domestic timber industry 
while encouraging logging. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Indonesia has backtracked on a decision to relax export requirements for timber products. ENVIRONMENT MINISTRY

Vn PM targets prosperous status for 
key southern economic region by 2035
VIeTnAMeSe Prime Minister nguyen 
Xuan Phuc on Saturday asked the south-
ern key economic region to strive to be-
come a powerful and prosperous region 
by 2035, 10 years ahead of the deadline 
for the same goal for the whole nation.

He made the remarks while chairing a 
meeting in Ba Ria-Vung Tau province be-
tween government members and officials 
of the eight localities in this region, which 
comprises Ho Chi Minh City and the Kam-
puchea Krom provinces of Dong nai, Binh 
Duong, Binh Phuoc, Ba Ria-Vung Tau, Tay 
ninh, Long An, and Tien Giang.

The southern key economic region 
is the largest foreign direct investment 
magnet of the country, a leading eco-
nomic driver, and a gateway for Viet-
nam’s trade with the world.

Addressing the event, Phuc lauded the 
eight localities’ work in Covid-19 preven-
tion and control, social security and eco-
nomic development, which have joined 
the entire country’s efforts to defeat the 
pandemic.

He said he highly valued their resolve 
in economic development and persis-
tence with initial targets set for this year.

Regarding the region’s development 
goal, he emphasised this is the key 
among the four key economic regions of 
Vietnam, describing it as a “diamond oc-
tagon” in Southeast Asia as well as Asia 
given its economic development and 
healthy living environment, referring to 
Ho Chi Minh City and the seven provinc-
es forming the eight-sided octagon.

Phuc said the strength and competi-
tiveness of this region outpace others, 
asking the localities to use their solidarity 
and work together to innovate and hold 
responsibility for national development.

Responding to proposals submitted at 

the meeting, Phuc assigned agencies to de-
vise special mechanisms for key economic 
regions, especially the southern one.

He told the Ministry of Planning and 
Investment to consider an aid package 
from the government for localities to in-
vest in urgent infrastructure and trans-
port facilities – a vitally important factor 
in local socio-economic development.

Meanwhile, the State Bank of Viet-
nam and the Ministry of Finance need 
to work on solutions to facilitate credit 
institutions’ engagement in infrastruc-
ture development projects, particularly 
private-public partnerships.

The Ministry of Transport has to estab-
lish projects boosting transport connec-
tivity among industrial parks and eco-
nomic zones in the region.

The eight localities need to prioritise 
developing digital economy, e-com-
merce and the 5G network, which are 
crucial for high technology develop-
ment, said Phuc.

At the session, the prime minister also 
asked them to implement the govern-
ment’s recently-issued Resolution 84/
nQ-CP to tackle production and busi-
ness difficulties and stimulate consumer 
demand, an important driving force for 
gross domestic product (GDP) growth.

Before the meeting, Phuc had made a 
fact-finding tour of Cai Mep-Thi Vai Port 
in Phu My town, Phuoc An bridge, the 
location of the Cai Mep Ha logistics proj-
ect, and the South Korean-owned Hyo-
sung Industrial Park in Ba Ria-Vung Tau. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Phuc (centre) said the strength and competitiveness of this region outpace others. VIETNAM NEWS 
AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS
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A
S cases of Covid-19 
begin to taper, it is 
natural that busi-
ness travellers in the 

Asia-Pacific will want to fly 
again. For a region where 
trade anchors prosperity, this 
is as essential as reopening 
schools, shops and offices. 

Singapore has started talks 
with China, Malaysia, new 
Zealand, Australia, Canada 
and South Korea with the aim 
of gradually reopening borders 
and establishing new rules to 
facilitate essential travel. 

Other nations are also exper-
imenting. China and South 
Korea have implemented a 
“fast-track” entry agreement 
that exempts passengers from 
strict quarantine measures so 
that business activities do not 
have to be curtailed. 

Since it opened on May 1, 
some 1,000 travellers have 
availed themselves of this 
corridor linking Seoul with 10 
regions in China. Similarly, 
Australia and new Zealand 
are preparing a trans-Tasman 
travel bubble with a view to 
reviving their tourism sec-
tors. In europe, Greece, 
Spain, Italy and Portugal are 
among nations looking to 

reopen airports over the next 
two months.

For the aviation industry, the 
steps come not a day too soon. 
The International Air Trans-
port Association (IATA) 
projects that the world’s air-
lines will lose $314 billion from 
passenger revenues this year, a 
55 per cent drop from 2019. 

The Asia-Pacific carriers will 
suffer the most grievous cut, 
with revenue expected to fall 
by $113 billion and passenger 
demand to halve. Changi Air-
port has seen passenger traffic 
plunge by 99.5 per cent as air-
lines cancelled flights with the 
onset of lockdowns. Singapore 
Airlines has had to slash 96 per 

cent of its network capacity 
and bear its first ever annual 
loss to the tune of $212 mil-
lion, from a net profit of $683 
million a year ago.

The gloomy projections, 
however, do not capture the 
will to travel again. An IATA-
commissioned survey of 
travellers released in April 

showed that six in 10 antici-
pate a return to travel within 
one to two months of the 
pandemic being contained. 

However, Iata also esti-
mates that it might take until 
2023 before demand for 
international travel returns 
to pre-crisis levels. Given the 
unpredictability associated 
with the new virus, for which 
no cure or vaccine exists, the 
flight path to normalcy must 
be slow and steady, an 
ascendance guided by sci-
ence and pragmatic policies.

A universal rule book will 
offer reassurance, just as a 
new set of measures, like full 
body scanners and advance 
passenger information shar-
ing, helped the industry and 
travellers adapt to the threat 
of terrorism after the Sep-
tember 11, 2001 attacks. 

Testing, temperature 
screening, socially distanced 
boarding and deplaning, 
hygiene and air quality stand-
ards for the plane and altered 
in-flight services that mini-
mise virus transmission will 
need to be standardised 
across airlines and nations. 
The additional layers of safety 
will add to delays and costs but 
may be the price to be paid for 
the wings of commerce to take 
flight again. THE STRAITS TIMES (SIN-

GAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

ALTHOuGH the declaration of a state of 
emergency has been lifted, the economy 
will remain in a difficult situation for a 
while. Strategic measures must be imple-
mented to normalise economic activities 
while strengthening the safety net.

The government approved at a Cab-
inet meeting a second supplementary 
budget that includes additional eco-
nomic measures. These efforts, which 
include loans from financial institu-
tions and money to be paid by local 
governments, total about 117 trillion 
yen ($1.1 trillion), and reach about 
234 trillion yen when combined with 
the first supplementary budget.

The first supplementary budget 
focused on supporting small and mid-
size companies and household budg-
ets that have been hit hard by the 
spread of the new coronavirus. The 
second one attaches importance to 
rescuing people and companies that 
could not be covered by past measures. 
It is appropriate to extend strong sup-
port to people and companies in need.

A new system will be created to ena-
ble people who cannot receive on-
leave allowances from companies to 
directly seek benefits from the central 
government. The benefits will be 80% 
of their monthly wage.

Some companies have not been apply-
ing for employment adjustment subsi-
dies, which are provided to firms that put 
workers on leave instead of firing them, 
because of the complicated procedures 
involved. even in that case, the employ-
ees will be able to receive benefits.

Freelancers will be eligible for a sys-
tem, which did not previously cover 
them, to provide benefits for small and 
midsize companies and one-person 
businesses whose profits have sharply 
declined. Start-ups that have just been 
launched and do not meet the require-
ment of a year-on-year decline in reve-
nues will also be included.

The problem is the slow response. 
The payment of cash benefits of 
100,000 yen per person is notably 
stagnant. It is necessary to devise 

measures to ensure prompt payment.
With the patchwork of support 

measures, the system for those meas-
ures has become even more complex. 
Further efforts are needed to make 
people widely aware of the system. It 
is vital to examine whether there are 
wasteful projects and whether the sys-
tem is being used effectively.

In the Tokyo metropolitan area, a 
growing number of commercial facili-
ties, restaurants and others have 
resumed operations. It is important to 
create an environment in which peo-
ple can go out and engage in con-
sumption with peace of mind.

In the second supplementary budg-
et, the government significantly 
increased the amount of subsidies 
that local governments can use to 
strengthen their medical systems, 
compared with the first supplementa-
ry budget. The subsidies will be used 
mainly to support the management of 
medical institutions, and provide 
medical staffers and others with spe-

cial remuneration for their services to 
help secure human resources.

Measures to help the medical field 
are extremely important. They are also 
essential in terms of preparing for a 
second wave of infections. The gov-
ernment should thoroughly examine 
whether these support measures are 
sufficient and consider additional 
measures if necessary.

In addition to expanding the safety 
net, it is also important to take steps to 
put the economy on a recovery track 
while coexisting with the coronavirus.

The government plans to gradually 
ease its request that people refrain 
from going out. In the first supple-
mentary budget, the government has 
already incorporated measures to 
stimulate demand in the tourist and 
restaurant industries, with the aim of 
implementing them in july.

It is also hoped that every possible 
measure will be prepared to revitalise 
consumption. THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN (JAPAN)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Opinion
Editorial

Regions prepare to spread wings again

Ensure effective measures to restart economy

The Asia-Pacific carriers will suffer the most grievous cut, with revenue expected to fall by $113 billion and 
passenger demand to halve. AFP
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Lifestyle
Portuguese 
photographer 
contributes to 
the Kingdom 
Hong Raksmey

T
HOuGH the Covid-19 
pandemic has made 
life a little darker for 
those who live from 

hand to mouth, it has also 
brought light through some 
form of human kindness. 

In response to what he owes 
the Kingdom for having lived 
here for years, a Portuguese 
photographer has kicked-
off a new initiative, using 
his camera-based artwork 
to help raise funds for an In-
ternational nGO to support 
people without a safety net.

Miguel jeronimo, the Phnom 
Penh-based photographer is 
offering for free, one of his art-
works for every $50 donation. 

“You can choose a photo 
from my Instagram account 
and email me your favourite 
one, I will then send a high-
resolution file for you to print 
and get a cheap artwork as a 
thank you for the donation,” 
said jeronimo.

He said he wanted to do 
something to give back to the 
Kingdom during this difficult 
time, especially for vulner-
able communities.

There are edjai (street waste 
pickers), informal workers, 
homeless families and people 
who lost their jobs due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Workers 
from the tourism or enter-
tainment industries are also 
included.

jeronimo told The Post: “I set 
up the online campaign and I 
have been sharing with people 
who had the chance to main-
tain their income during this 
period and can help a little.”

The photographer whose 
photos are mostly related to 
environmental issues said he 
also invited his family mem-
bers in Portugal to share with 
their friends and often trans-
fer the money they received 
in cash to the campaign.

Other than that jeronimo 
has been going to communi-
ties with Friends Internation-
al’s field team to photograph 
their Covid-19-response and 
update the online campaign 
website with pictures from 
what’s happening there, in-
cluding the delivery of emer-
gency supplies such as rice or 
hygiene materials. 

This is not the first time he 
has been doing such social 
work to help people in need. 
He has helmed exhibitions 
to generate awareness about 
topics that are mostly related 
to social inequalities, envi-
ronment and human rights.

“However, this is my first time 

in Cambodia I’m doing a more 
hands-on approach,” said je-
ronimo. And that’s also why 
he decided to collaborate with 
Friends International, an nGO 
with a great reputation and 
a long-term sustainable ap-
proach to poverty reduction.

He said the nGO has many 
social workers in the field who 
are working directly with the 
community, so it would be the 
most efficient way to help.

Friends International is 
currently supporting around 
1,000 people (about 200 fami-
lies) with emergency supplies.

It helps in terms of job place-
ment or support to start a small 
business, vocational training 
and teaching simple skills that 
might facilitate to find a job.

“It’s really important to have 
a long-term approach, assist-
ing them to help themselves 
in the long run, empowerment 
and fostering independence 
instead of just charity in the 
present moment,” he says.

jeronimo’s latest project 
was ‘The new Apsaras’ which 
explored the ecological and 
social impact of the garment 
industry.

He explains that the relief 
budget offered to needy peo-
ple depends on the assess-
ment by the nGO field teams.

For instance, some families 
are assisted through finding 
them new jobs or being able 
to sustain their households 
through some other means.

“A $50 donation supports a 
family for one month to re-
build their lives. Also for ev-
ery $50 you give I’ll give you a 
free photo.

“You can donate as much as 
you wish. It doesn’t have to be a 
specific amount. I understand 
this is a tough time for everyone 
in terms of employment so it 
will depend on how much each 

person can afford to donate.
“every dollar helps! People 

who live in Cambodia and 
with an ABA account can also 
donate directly through the 
ABA app on their phones,” 
says jeronimo. 

He says the donation is for 
life-saving support including 
food and hygiene materials, 

long-term recovery and re-
building efforts in vocational 
training, employment sup-
port and job placement.

The budget is also divided 
for the field team who has 
been doing their sustainable 
approach.

jeronimo said this is just 
a continuation of the proj-

ect Friends International is 
already doing in which, for 
instance, they reached out to 
16,970 individuals last year.

“now, they are giving out 
soap and raising hygiene 
awareness to fight the virus, 
such as hand-washing work-
shops for children.

“They are helping prepare 

for the long-term recovery 
and rebuilding efforts, includ-
ing through market-aligned 
vocational training, employ-
ment support and job place-
ment for those who have lost 
their livelihoods,” he says.

jeronimo says they can 
find low-skill jobs like secu-
rity guards in one of the many 
corporate partners the nGO 
has, or sponsor the purchase 
of chickens for a family to 
start a poultry business. 

For young adults, that might 
also include training in skills 
such as welding or electrical 
work, barber or beauty salon 
– anything that can be useful 
to get a job.

“Hopefully we can empower 
the families to sustain them-
selves through new income 
generation activities, which 
will support the whole ‘break-
ing the poverty cycle’ approach 
ensuring the parents are put-
ting their children through 
school,” said jeronimo. 

For more information about 
his charity contribution, follow 
Miguel jeronimo on Instagram 
at migueljeronimophotogra-
phy or call (+855) 10 298 091 
or visit the campaign website 
at https://www.simplygiving.
com/help-us-to-help-them-
help-themselves.

Donations include life-saving support including food and hygiene materials. supplied

Friends International has many social workers in the firled working with locals. supplied

Friends International is currently supporting around 1,000 people. suppliedFriends International supports more than 200 families with food and medicine. supplied
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Going viral: Dark gags soothe youthful angst
C

LIMATe change, debt, 
mental health struggles 
and now the coronavirus 
– life is no laughing matter. 

But for under-30s the best way to 
stay sane is often to wisecrack.

“We joke that we post because 
none of us can afford therapy,” says 
Chuck Wentzell, 26, a member of 
Twitter group chats where gallows 
humour is the order of the day.

“Posting about it or making the jokes 
about it makes it feel somehow less real 
but also more manageable,” the high 
school science teacher from new Ha-
ven, Connecticut in the uS tells AFP.

The tone of the humour isn’t to 
everyone’s taste – some may find it 
a little on the nail, and not exactly 
laugh-out-loud funny.

But for younger social media users, 
a gag that others could find flippant 
is sometimes a howl of frustration 
over the powerlessness of a genera-
tion unable to jam on the brakes in a 
world heading for the cliff edge.

These callow comics have been 
particularly prolific during the pan-
demic, which has infected over 6.1 
million people, killing more than 
370,000 and laying waste to the 
global economy.

“Guys will stand 5’8” from you and 
call it six feet,” tweeted a woman in 
new York, taking a sideways look at so-
cial distancing – and men’s tendency 
to exaggerate their physical attributes.

Other humorists focus on the ab-
surdity of the business-as-usual ap-
proach to a worldwide crisis.

“People who are quarantining in 
jeans: what are you trying to prove?” 
tweeted new York-based writer @
sarafcarter.

Another meme of uncertain prov-
enance, but widely-shared among 
millennials, displays the caption: 
“Looking at the map for some week-
end travel ideas.”

The image underneath is not of 
some faraway tropical paradise, but a 
floor plan of a three-room apartment.

The jokes, says academic Peter 
McGraw, are largely the product of 
“psychological distancing” – a men-
tal retreat that gives the keyboard 
comedian the perspective to see 
through life’s ridiculousness. 

Humour “has this interrupting 
feedback loop,” said the behavioural 
economist and head of the Humor 

Research Lab at the university of 
Colorado Boulder.

For McGraw, a joke “makes the 
moment more bearable, the bear-
able moment makes the joke more 
likely, and so on”.

Like meditating or stress-cleaning 
your apartment, humour is “a way 
to kind of give yourself a sense of 
control in a world that seems un-
controllable”.

Embracing absurdity
Society has long turned to grim hu-

mour in dark times, of course, in po-
litical cartoons, comedy clubs, topical 
TV shows and numerous other forms. 

But the new generation of morose 
mirth makers has been able to take 
gallows humour out of smoke-filled 
bars and into the pantheon of inter-
net ‘virality’ (pun intended).

And as 2020 grows increasingly 
unpredictable and absurd, the on-

slaught of boundary-pushing irrev-
erence has intensified.

In january, budding wits flooded 
social media with jokes about getting 
conscripted for World War III, after 
the death of top Iranian commander 
Qasem Soleimani in a uS airstrike.

“Really looking forward to dying in 
the Strait of Hormuz just so Trump 
can get reelected,” nick Golden, 26, 
quipped in a now-deleted Facebook 
post, just after the news of Solei-
mani’s death broke.

Golden, a government employee in 
Haverhill, Massachusetts, knew it was 
unlikely that the government would 
actually start drafting conscripts.

But for young men turning 18, 
the reality of even having to be on 
a register from which they could be 
plucked for battle brings with it the 
ever-present, low-level thrum of ex-
istential angst.

joking, then, “is the only way to cope”, 

says Golden. “We have no choice but 
to indulge in the absurdity.”

A key element of the jokes is that 
they stem from what McGraw, the 
academic, calls “benign violations”.

The idea is that a situation can be 
invidious – a violation of the norm 
– without actually doing you much 
harm. A joke acknowledges the fear 
but also points out its absurdity.

And that, says McGraw, is why 
much of the coronavirus humour 
focuses on the banal, ridiculous but 
essentially harmless aspects of life 
under lockdown, such as the annoy-
ance of people hoarding toilet paper.

Far less common are jokes about 
catching the virus or the pending 
global economic recession.

“It might be too big a violation 
right now,” McGraw said.

‘OK to laugh’
ultimately, the weird memes and 

the inappropriate jokes are a way 
for younger people to express their 
frustration with the world at large. 

By poking fun at problems, people 
achieve a sense of control, deflating 
their crisis into something less over-
whelming.

“One of the things that is incredible 
about the human condition is our 
ability to find moments of levity, even 
in the worst situations,” said McGraw.

“The fact that people are making 
jokes is a good sign, because it means 
that they’re being connected.”

Back in new Haven, science teach-
er Wentzell couldn’t agree more.

“If it’s okay to laugh at something, 
then it’s not so serious that it’s the end 
of the world right this second,” he said.

And if nothing else, “it’s so much 
more comforting to be with 50 other 
people also screaming that than to be 
the only person yelling on the street 
that the world’s about to end”. AFP

Wayward whale takes 
detour in Montreal’s 
Saint Lawrence river
A YOunG humpback whale that 
swam up one of Canada’s major rivers 
and has been exploring the waters off 
Montreal for a few days was likely led 
astray while on a hunting trip, author-
ities have said. 

Since Saturday, the giant creature has 
been swimming in the St Lawrence 
river against the backdrop of the Mon-
treal skyline – hundreds of kilometres 
from the waters it usually calls home.

The humpback is likely to be the 
same creature as that seen a few days 
ago further downstream near Quebec 
City, said Marie-eve Muller of the 
Quebec marine mammal emergency 
network (RQuMM).

Humpback whales live near both 
the Arctic and Antarctic, with adults 
growing up to 17m and weighing up 
to 40 tonnes.

each pod spends the summer near 
the poles and travels to tropical areas 

in their respective hemispheres dur-
ing the winter to breed.

The Montreal visitor, thought to be 
two or three years old, was likely led 
astray while chasing prey, or made a 
navigation error, said Muller.

It is possible that the whale could 
extend its stay in the city for several 
months, she added, although locks and 
rapids further upstream would likely pre-
vent it from exploring any further west.

A team from RQuMM has been 
deployed to monitor the humpback 
to prevent any possible collisions 
with ships, she said, although there 
were no plans to redirect the whale 
yet, since it could survive for a short 
while in freshwater.

“For the moment, the whale is in 
good health . . . The best option is to let 
nature take its course”, and hope that 
the animal decides to return to the 
open ocean itself, she added. AFP

Millennials find solace in the face of overwhelming global issues by trading grim jokes on social media platforms. PIXABAY

The young whale swims in the St Lawrence river with Montreal in the background. ReseAu QueBecoIs d’uRgences MAMMIFeRes MARIns/AFP



Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Cereal ingredients
  5 Butcher’s byproduct
 10 Drill a hole
 14 Novel creation?
 15 “Common Sense” writer Thomas
 16 Neither under nor over
 17 Taj Mahal city
 18 Ice cream units
 19 Big whoop-de-do
 20 Post-shampoo application, 

sometimes
 23 Break-even amounts
 24 In need of cleaning
 25 “Frasier” character
 28 1.3-ounce weight used in Asia
 30 Malaria symptom
 31 Australian critter
 33 “Now ___ seen it all!”
 36 Cut loose
 40 Old seminar subject
 41 House servants
 42 “Famous” cookie maven
 43 Dance bit
 44 Indulge in casually
 46 Casino show
 49 Suspect’s need

 51 Toupee alternative
 57 Eye lasciviously
 58 Tend to a loose shoelace
 59 Old-timey preposition
 60 Become liquid
 61 Begins to flutter the eyelids
 62 It may have been dropped at 

Woodstock
 63 Donkey sound
 64 Be quiet, to a musician
 65 “Arsenic and Old ___”
DOWN
  1 Brilliantlycolored fish
  2 Bit of pond vegetation
  3 Chanteuse Amos
  4 Like some collars
  5 Counter
  6 Pass out
  7 Garage sale bargains
  8 “Nay!” sayer
  9 “___ we forget”
 10 Pollute
 11 Convection appliances
 12 Change, as a clock
 13 Race competitor
 21 Attica insider?
 22 Think tank output
 25 Chip’s cartoon chum

 26 Word with dark or middle
 27 Golf stroke
 28 Turns into leather
 29 Nappy
 31 “Sack” attachment
 32 “That’s awesome!”
 33 Kind of poetic foot
 34 Bowed stringed instrument
 35 Language from which “whiskey” 

comes
 37 Western film
 38 Ex, ___, zee
 39 Customary
 43 Bond
 44 Most extreme
 45 Lawyers’ org.
 46 Parallelogram with four equal 

sides
 47 All fired up
 48 Luxurious country estate
 49 Overhead storage area
 50 France’s longest river
 52 Formerly, once upon a time
 53 ___ poor example
 54 One in an old empire
 55 Psych final?
 56 Point in a network

“PART WITH IT?” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution
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Larger-than-life artist 
Christo dies at age 84

‘Little Chef’ wows Burmese 
online with cooking classes

T
He artist known as 
Christo, who made his 
name transforming 
landmarks such as 

Germany’s Reichstag by cover-
ing them with reams of cloth, 
died on Sunday aged 84, his offi-
cial Facebook page announced.

Christo Vladimirov javacheff 
died of natural causes at his uS 
home in new York City, said 
the statement.

The Bulgarian-born artist 
worked in collaboration with 
his wife of 51 years jeanne-
Claude until her death in 2009.

Their large-scale produc-
tions would take years of prep-
aration and were costly to 
erect; but they were mostly 
ephemeral, coming down after 
just weeks or months.

“Christo lived his life to the 
fullest, not only dreaming up 
what seemed impossible but 
realising it,” said a statement 
from his office.

“Christo and jeanne-Claude’s 
artwork brought people togeth-
er in shared experiences across 
the globe, and their work lives on 
in our hearts and memories.”

In accordance with Christo’s 
wishes, the statement added, 
a work in progress, l’Arc de Tri-
omphe, Wrapped, would be 
completed.

The event is now scheduled 
to be shown from September 
18, next year, having been post-
poned from this year because 
of the coronavirus pandemic.

Born on june 13, 1935 in Gab-
rovo, Bulgaria, Christo left his 
home country in 1957, living 
briefly in several countries before 
arriving in Paris, where he met 
his future wife, a fellow artist.

But in their subsequent col-
laborations, he was credited 
more as the artist and jeanne-
Claude as the organiser.

“This is not the work of Chris-
to, it’s the work of Christo and 
jeanne-Claude,” she would say.

To finance their massive, ambi-
tious projects and thus maintain 
their artistic freedom, the couple 
would sell their preparatory 
work, including collages and 
drawings, at exorbitant prices.

An ‘enchanter’ 
next year’s work in Paris will 

be accompanied by an exhibi-
tion at the city’s Pompidou 
Centre about their time in the 
city. That show is due to start 
next month, running until the 
end of October.

A statement sent to AFP by the 
Pompidou Centre on Sunday 
paid tribute to the artist as an 
“enchanter” who was “essential 
to the history of art of our time”.

“Christo was a great artist, 
capable of giving new depth 
to our everyday,” said the 
Pompidou Centre’s president 
Serge Lasvignes.

The centre’s director Bernard 
Blistene said they had worked 
“passionately” with Christo’s 
team to put the exhibition 
together in parallel with the 
Arc de Triomphe project.

“Let the exhibition that we will 
be opening on july 1 pay tribute 
to this exceptional body of work, 
bestriding all disciplines and so 
essential to the history of art of 
our time,” he added.

The exhibition will focus on 
the time Christo and his wife 
spent in Paris, 1958 to 1964, 
during which they developed 
their signature style.

As well as the German Reich-
stag, another of their major 
projects was wrapping the 
Pont neuf, Paris’s oldest bridge, 
in 1985.

Sunday’s statement from 
Christo’s office concluded: “In 
a 1958 letter Christo wrote, 
‘Beauty, science and art will 
always triumph’. We hold those 
words closely today.” AFP

FROM boiled catfish soup to 
spicy fried frog, an eight-year-
old in pyjamas and a chef’s hat 
is delighting Myanmar with her 
culinary prowess in a nation still 
being told to stay at home due 
to the coronavirus pandemic.

Moe Myint May Thu’s moth-
er posted a video online at the 
end of April showing off her 
daughter’s skills as the young-
ster threw together some spicy 
fried prawns.

With her wide gap-toothed 
grin, the video has bounced 
across social media and brought 
stardom to the child along with 
an online moniker – ‘Little Chef’.

She now sells dishes to order 
and is counting the dividends.

“It’s made us happy cooking 
together in the lockdown,” she 
says, adding that she wants to 
translate her childhood pas-
sion into a career when she 
grows up.

In her most popular video, 
which has nearly 200,000 
views, the young star wears a 
unicorn-themed T-shirt as she 
gives instructions on how to 
make Myanmar breakfast 

favourite, mohingya, concoct-
ed with boiled catfish.

Moe Myint May Thu has 
mastered 15 dishes, including 
tomato fish paste curry, pork 
stew and spicy fried frog.

each meal sells for a flat-rate 
of 10,000 kyat ($7.10) and is 
delivered by the family at the 
end of each day, the whole oper-

ation under the guidance of the 
experienced hands of her social 
influencer mum, Honey Cho.

The business venture is 
clearly paying off.

One posted video shows the 
youngster feeding a pile of 
10,000 kyat notes into her musi-
cal moneybox, cash she hopes 
to put towards a puppy. AFP

The Bulgarian-born artist was known for his grand visions, including 
wrapping the German Reichstag in reams of cloth. AFP

Eight-year-old Moe Myint May Thu has become an internet sensation 
and a budding entrepreneur. AFP
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What we should expect from tennis in 2020
P

ROFeSSIOnAL tennis has 
been in cold storage since 
March due to the corona-
virus pandemic with tour-

naments unlikely to resume before 
August.

AFP Sport looks at three talking 
points as the sport heads into june:

Fans in or out at US Open and Ro-
land Garros?

Last year, the uS Open attracted 
a record crowd of almost 740,000 to 
its sprawling Billie jean King Tennis 
Centre in new York.

The French Open last year at Ro-
land Garros brought in 520,000 pay-
ing customers.

However, the 2020 editions of the 
two remaining Grand Slam events 
on the calendar will look very differ-
ent with the chance of them being 
played behind closed doors a real 
possibility to avoid the spread of the 
coronavirus.

Roger Federer, whose 20-Grand 
Slam title haul includes five titles 
at the uS Open and one in Paris, is 
not keen on seeing rows and rows of 
empty seats.

“I can’t bear to see an empty sta-
dium. I hope that won’t happen,” the 
Swiss star was quoted as saying by 
Brazilian media recently.

Two-time Wimbledon winner Petra 
Kvitova said she too has no desire to 
play a Slam with without spectators.

“I would like to play another Grand 
Slam, but if it’s like this, I’d rather 
cancel them,” said Kvitova.

“Playing without fans who are our 
engine doesn’t look nice to me and 
the Grand Slam doesn’t deserve it.”

As far as the rescheduled Roland 
Garros in September and October is 
concerned, jean-Francois Vilotte, the 
director-general of the French Tennis 
Federation (FFT), told AFP: “The aim 

is that there will be spectators.”
“But we will have the capacity to 

organise Roland Garros whatever the 
option decided, including behind 
closed doors.”

Money matters?
There has been no prize money to 

play for over the best part of three 
months but that hasn’t stopped it be-
ing discussed.

The ATP and WTA tours, the In-
ternational Tennis Federation and 

the four Grand Slam tournaments 
– the Australian Open, Roland Gar-
ros, Wimbledon and the uS Open 
backed a fund worth more than $6 
million to support low-ranked play-
ers hardest hit by the coronavirus 
pandemic.

World no1 novak Djokovic had 
already said that he, Roger Federer 
and Rafael nadal – the sport’s biggest 
earners with over $100 million each 
banked in prize money alone – were 
also willing to help.

However, world no3 Dominic Thi-
em was not keen on giving money to 
lower-ranked players.

“Quite honestly I have to say that 
no tennis player will be fighting to 
survive, even those who are much 
lower-ranked,” said the Austrian.

Marion Bartoli, the 2013 Wimble-
don champion, chimed in last week 
by suggesting a reduction in doubles 
events with prize money diverted to 
struggling players.

“You just don’t make the same ef-

fort [in doubles] as a singles player. 
You don’t practise so much, your rou-
tine is different.

“I don’t know if we have to stop 
doubles completely, but to get less 
money and give that money to quali-
fication and others, that could be the 
solution,” said Bartoli.

Are we making an exhibition of our-
selves?

There is some tennis going on in 
the world at a series of tightly-con-
trolled exhibition events.

Germany kicked it off on May 1 
with an eight-man exhibition in the 
tiny town of Hoehr-Grenzhausen, 
near Koblenz which featured Dustin 
Brown, who famously defeated Ra-
fael nadal at Wimbledon in 2015.

Strict rules over health and safety 
meant there were no fans, no ball 
boys or girls and no line judges. There 
was just a chair umpire.

Handshakes were banned, play-
ers handled their own towels and 
brought their own water and fruit to 
the clay courts.

Similar events followed in the uS 
before Petra Kvitova won an all-
Czech event in Prague last week.

“The gloves, face masks, the fact 
nobody handed us the towels, no 
handshakes, that was definitely bi-
zarre,” said Kvitova.

Other exhibitions are scheduled 
including a World Team Tennis tour-
nament in West Virginia next month 
featuring Australian Open champion 
Sofia Kenin and 2017 uS Open win-
ner Sloane Stephens.

Andy Murray will return from his 
latest injury problem on june 23 in a 
charity tournament in London.

nick Kyrgios joins Dominic Thiem 
at a grasscourt event – likely the only 
one this summer – at Berlin’s Tem-
pelhof Airport from july 17-19. AFP

Hamilton slams ‘white-dominated’ F1 for Floyd silence 

Italy Rugby names South Africa’s 
Franco Smith as new head coach

BRITAIn’S world champion 
racing driver Lewis Hamilton 
criticised the “biggest of stars” 
in “white-dominated” Formula 
One (F1) for failing to speak out 
against racism as protests 
erupted around the uS.

The Mercedes driver warned: 
“I know who you are and I see 
you,” as he accused his fellow 
drivers of “staying silent” follow-
ing the death of George Floyd, 
an unarmed black man, during 
his arrest in Minneapolis.

The videotaped incident has 
triggered unrest in several cities 
and led to an outpouring of 

condemnation from top ath-
letes including Michael jordan 
and Serena Williams.

“I see those of you who are 
staying silent, some of you the 
biggest of stars yet you stay 
silent in the midst of injustice,” 
Hamilton wrote on Insta-
gram.

“not a sign from anybody in 
my industry which of course is 
a white-dominated sport. I’m 
one of the only people of colour 
there yet I stand alone.

“I would have thought by 
now you would see why this 
happens and say something 

about it but you can’t stand 
alongside us. just know I know 
who you are and I see you.”

Hamilton, the six-time world 
champion, said he supported 
only peaceful protesters, not 
those who have looted stores 
and set fire to buildings.

But he added: “There can be 
no peace until our so-called 
leaders make change. This is 
not just America, this is the uK, 
this is Spain, this is Italy and all 
over. 

“The way minorities are 
treated has to change, how you 
educate those in your country 

of equality, racism, classism 
and that we are all the same! 

“We are not born with racism 
and hate in our hearts, it is 
taught by those we look up 
to.”

Basketball legend jordan 
joined a chorus of voices from 
the nBA, nFL and other uS 
sports demanding change for 
black Americans, but the calls 
weren’t limited to the uS.

French footballer Marcus 
Thuram and england interna-
tional jadon Sancho both called 
for justice for Floyd after scoring 
in Germany’s Bundesliga. AFP

SOuTH African Franco Smith 
has been confirmed as head 
coach of Italy’s rugby team, the 
Italian rugby federation (FIR) 
announced on Saturday.

Smith, 47, took over on an 
interim basis in november 
after predecessor Conor 
O’Shea resigned despite his 
contract running through to 
the end of last month.

Smith will be supported by 
assistant coach Marius Goos-
en, with Giampiero De Carli 
in charge of forwards, Ales-
sandro Troncon overseeing 
the backs, and Quintin Kruger 

and Giovanni Sanguin coor-
dinating physical prepara-
tion.

no details of Smith’s contract 
were revealed but it will report-
edly run until after the 2023 
World Cup in France.

The FIR said a news confer-
ence will be held next week via 
video link.

Italy have lost all three 
games since former South 
African international Smith 
took over, all in the Six 
nations, which was suspend-
ed because of the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Italy were hammered 42-0 by 
Wales in Cardiff, lost to Scot-
land 17-0 in Rome and fell 
35-22 to France in Paris.

Smith coached Italian team 
Treviso for six years between 
2007 and 2013 before taking 
over as coach of South African 
side the Cheetahs in 2015.

He was also assistant coach 
of South Africa under Allister 
Coetzee in 2017.

Irishman O’Shea took over 
as Azzurri coach in 2016 and 
led them into the World Cup 
where they failed to progress 
past the pool stage. AFP South Africa’s Franco Smith, 47, will guide the Italian national team. AFP

British racer Lewis Hamilton has blasted F1’s biggest stars for failing to 
speak out against racism. AFP

The UK’s Andy Murray will be returning from injury on June 23. AFP



Atalanta coach Gasperini reveals he had virus
A

TALANTA coach Gian Pie-
ro Gasperini revealed on 
Sunday that he thought he 
would die as he suffered 

coronavirus symptoms when the 
Italian football team played their 
Champions League match against 
Valencia in March.

Gasperini told La Gazzetta Dello 
Sport that he was sick when Atalan-
ta beat Valencia 4-3 behind closed 
doors at the Mestalla stadium on 
March 10, to reach the quarter-finals 
with an 8-4 aggregate victory.

“The day before the Valencia game 
I was sick, the afternoon of the game 
worse. I didn’t look good on the 
bench,” said Gasperini.

“It was March 10. The following 
two nights in Zingonia [Atalanta’s 
training centre] I slept little. I didn’t 
have a fever, but I felt shattered, like 
I had one at 40 [degrees].

“An ambulance passed every two 
minutes. There is a hospital nearby. 
It seemed like a war zone. At night I 
thought: ‘If I go in there, what hap-
pens to me?’

“I can’t go now, I have so many 
things to do . . . I was saying it jok-
ingly, to lighten things. But I really 
thought so.”

Gasperini, 62, said he was never 
swabbed as he had not suffered from 
a fever, but 10 days ago serological 
tests confirmed he had Covid-19.

“I have antibodies, which does not 
mean that I am now immune,” he 
added.

Valencia on Sunday said they were 
“surprised” to see Gasperini say he 
was “aware of suffering symptoms 
theoretically compatible with those 
of coronavirus, without taking pre-
ventive measures”.

“Such actions, if this was the case, 
would have put at risk numerous 
people during the trip to – and stay 
in – Valencia,” the La Liga club said 
in a statement.

“This game was held behind 
closed doors amidst strict safety 
measures, on the order of the Span-
ish health authorities, to prevent the 
risk of Covid-19 contagion, precisely 

due to the presence of persons from 
an area already publicly classified as 
‘at risk’ at that time.”

‘Centre of evil’
Gasperini said that four days af-

ter the Valencia game, he felt the 
worst was over, after a workout like 
he hadn’t had in years and running 
10km on the treadmill, but he then 
lost his sense of taste.

A celebratory meal and vintage 2008 
Dom Perignon sent by a Michelin-
starred chef and Atalanta fan, tasted 
like “water and bread”, said Gasperini.

Bergamo, in the northern Lom-
bardy region, was one of the epicen-
tres of the coronavirus pandemic, 
with many experts believing Atalan-
ta’s Champions League game at the 
San Siro on February 19 to be one of 
the key causes.

More than 40,000 fans travelled the 
60km to Milan, joining in celebra-
tions for a historic 4-1 win in the 
club’s first elite European campaign.

“Every time I think about it, it 
seems absurd to me – the historic 
peak of sporting happiness coin-
cided with the greatest pain in the 

city,” said Gasperini.
“It will take years to truly under-

stand what happened, because right 
here was the centre of evil.”

‘Help Bergamo start again’ 
Serie A will return to action af-

ter a three-month absence on June 
20, and the former Inter Milan and 
Genoa coach backs the decision.

“We had every interest to keep 
the table as it was and play only the 
Champions League,” said Gasperini, 
whose side are fourth, 15 points be-
hind leaders Juventus. 

“But from the lads to the club we just 
felt like playing . . . Some consider it 
amoral to start again,” he continued.

“I saw people singing on the bal-
conies of Italy while Bergamo load-
ed their coffins onto trucks. I didn’t 
consider it ‘amoral’.

“I considered it an instinctive reac-
tion, an attempt to cling to life, to react.

“Atalanta can help Bergamo to 
start again . . . the people of Bergamo 
are embers under the ashes.

“The team has remained connect-
ed with Bergamo’s suffering and will 
bring it to the pitch.” AFP
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Atalanta coach Gian Piero Gasperini says he felt the effects of the coronavirus before and after his team faced Valencia in a Champions League match on March 10. AFP

Long-jump champ Mihambo to work with Carl Lewis
REIGNING world long-jump 
champion Malaika Mihambo 
revealed on Sunday that she 
plans to move to the uS to be 
trained by athletics legends 
Carl Lewis and Leroy Burrell.

“I want to develop as an ath-
lete and as a person,” Miham-
bo told German daily Bild.

“I have the feeling that now 
is the right time for such a big 
step.

“Carl Lewis and Leroy Bur-
rell, who will be my sprint 
coach, were among the best in 
the world for years.

“I can learn a lot from them, 
that’s irreplaceable.”

German Mihambo won 
world gold in the Qatari capital 
Doha in October with a per-
sonal best leap of 7.30m and 
was voted her country’s athlete 
of the year last year.

Only former East German 
at h let ics legend Hei ke 
Drechsler, who managed 
7.48m in 1988, has jumped 

further for Germany.
Having got to know Lewis 

and Burell in online video 
calls, 26-year-old Mihambo 
plans to quit Germany in 
August – if travel restrictions 
due to the coronavirus allows 
– for the uS.

She wants to move to Hou-
ston, Texas, to be coached by 
Lewis, 58, a nine-time Olympic 
champion in long jump and 
sprints, and Burrell, 53, a 
former Olympic and world 
100m relay champion.

Lewis wrote himself into 
Olympics folklore with four 
gold medals, in the 100m, 
200m, 4x100m and long jump, 
at the 1984 Los Angeles 
Games.

Mihambo says Lewis has 
told her he is convinced of her 
potential.

“When the best long jumper 
in the world says something 
like that, it’s a nice sign and 
encourages you,” she added.

She is part motivated by a 
desire to improve her Spanish, 
because “around 40 per cent 
of the population in Houston, 
where I will train and live, are 
Spanish-speaking”.

However, news of her plans 
was greeted with disappoint-
ment by the German Athletics 
Association (DLV).

Top German female ath-
letes Konstanze Klosterhal-
fen, a 5,000m world bronze 
medallist, and Gina Lueck-
enkemper, the reigning Euro-
pean 100m champion, have 
already moved their training 
to the uS.

DLV president Juergen Kes-
sing said: “If athletes are 
looking for a new challenge to 
develop further, we can’t stop 
them.”

He wished Mihambo “all 
the best”, but pointed out that 
“tit le wins are certainly 
achievable within our sup-
port system”. AFP German long jumper Malaika Mihambo will move to Houston, Texas to train with Olympic legend Carl Lewis. AFP
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