
monday, june  1, 2020 4000 RIeL

Is
su

e 
N

u
M

Be
R 

34
33

Intelligent . In-depth . Independent www.phnompenhpost.com

UN eyes traNsport,  
trade Networks 
iN the kiNgdom
natIonal – page 4

moU seeks to 
iNject New life 
iNto silk sector
busIness – page 7

cUrfews, clashes 
as race protests 
escalate iN Us
world – page 9
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M
INISTER of Health Mam 
Bun Heng has issued an 
eight-point plan to destroy 
mosquitoes carrying den-

gue fever amid the rainy season.
In a four-page directive, Bun Heng 

warned that while the number of 
dengue cases has dropped sharply 
compared to last year, it could in-
crease in the country later this year 
if people do not take precautions. 

The ministry has recorded 2,172 
cases in the first 16 weeks of this year, 
compared to 13,843 in the first 21 
weeks of last year. The National Centre 
for Parasitology, Entomology and Ma-
laria Control said of the 13,843 cases 
last year, 24 deaths were recorded.

Caused by female yellow fever 
mosquitoes that transmit the virus 
from one person to another, Bun 
Heng said the disease can hit people 
of all ages. This kind of mosquito 
usually lives in stagnant water.

Bun Heng appealed to people and 
local authorities to keep the mos-
quitoes at bay by destroying the 
places where they can breed and 
live, such as water jars, reservoirs, 
vases and water containers. People 
are encouraged to change or clear

Thirteen 
charged in 
UK migrant 
lorry tragedy 

Public warned of dengue 
risks amid rainy season

THIRTEEN suspects arrested by 
French police over the deaths of 39 
Vietnamese migrants in a refriger-
ated lorry in Britain have been 
charged with people trafficking, a 
judicial source said on Saturday.

Six of the group – mainly Viet-
namese and French nationals – 
were held on Tuesday in the Paris 
region and have also been charged 
with manslaughter after the 
alleged key figure in a ring of smug-
glers was caught in Germany.

Thirteen people were also arrest-
ed in Belgium the same day in an 
international police operation.

The migrants – 31 men and eight 
women – were found dead in the 
truck in an industrial zone east of 
London in October last year.

The lorry driver already admit-
ted manslaughter but Tuesday’s 
swoop targeted the smugglers sus-
pected of organising the migrants’ 
journey from Asia.

The suspect arrested in Germa-
ny’s Upper Rhine region is a 
29-year-old man nicknamed “The 
Bald Duke”, sources said.

“He could be the head of the net-
work on the French side,” a source 
close to the investigation said. But the 
man’s nationality was not revealed.

The 13 indicted in France also 
face charges of membership of a 
criminal organisation and all but 
one was put in custody.

Eleven of the 13 suspects in Bel-
gium have already been charged 
by a judge in Bruges with people 
trafficking, membership of a crim-
inal organisation and fraud, 
according to Belgian prosecutors

The investigation found that the 
migrants who died were loaded 
into the truck in northern France 
and that the network continued to 
operate even after the tragedy, 
charging up to €20,000 ($2,200) to 
cross from France to Britain.

Investigation sources said the 
group caught in France was 
believed to have housed the 
migrants and then sent them from 
Paris to the north by taxi. afp

a child receives treatment for dengue fever at the national paediatric Hospital in phnom penh. a total of 2,172 dengue cases were 
recorded in the first 16 weeks of this year, compared to 13,843 in the first 21 weeks of last year. HONG MENEa

Cambodian Blue Helmet dies of virus
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

THE last rites for Cambodian Blue 
Helmet peacekeeper Sar Savy, who 
died on Friday at 63 from Covid-19 
while on a mission in the Republic of 
Mali, will be held on Wednesday and 
Thursday at the UN base there. 

Cambodia’s National Centre for 
Peacekeeping Forces director-gener-
al Sem Sovanny told The Post on Sun-
day that Savy was a national-level 

military officer in good standing who 
had joined humanitarian work mis-
sions with the UN in Mali. 

“Communicable Disease Control 
Department doctors in Mali are now 
preparing to disinfect Sar Savy’s 
remains to prepare for his last rites at 
the UN base in Mali,” he said.

He said UN peacekeepers from all 
countries who are on humanitarian 
missions in Mali were prepared to 
join the ceremony and many of 

them had expressed their deep 
regret over Savy’s death.

They said his death represented the 
loss of a resourceful, experienced 
Blue Helmet de-miner committed to 
restoring world peace.

Savy began his most recent mission 
in Mali in April last year as leader of 
the Explosive Ordnance Disposal Unit 
231. After he completed his mission, 
he planned on returning to Cambodia 
this April, but his return was delayed 

by the Covid-19 pandemic.
Sovanny said it is yet unknown when 

his body will be brought home to Cam-
bodia. After requesting that his body 
be sent back, officials are now waiting 
for the decision of doctors and senior 
experts from the UN mission of Mali.

“Because Sar Savy died from Covid-
19, we don’t know how the doctors 
and the UN experts in Mali will decide 
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on our request to return his body 
to Cambodia. But the un said it 
will inform us on the day of per-
forming his last rites,” he said. 

He said six Cambodian 
peacekeepers in Mali, includ-
ing Savy, had been infected 
with Covid-19. Five of them 
have recovered. 

Ministry of Health spokes-
person Or Vandine said on 
Sunday that a total of 125 peo-
ple had tested positive for 
Covid-19 in Cambodia, with 
123 full recoveries. 

One man is currently being 
treated at the Cambodia-japan 
Friendship Hospital in Banteay 
Meanchey province, while the 
other is receiving treatment at 
the Khmer-Soviet Friendship 
Hospital. The two latest cases 
were all imported. 

There are five divisions of 
Cambodian Blue Helmet 
troops throughout the world, 
totalling 800 soldiers. Of that 
number, 80 are fulfilling peace-
keeping missions in Lebanon, 
South Sudan, Mali and the 
Central African Republic. 

In light of the 72nd anniver-
sary of Peacekeeping Day of 
the un last Friday, Sovanny 
wrote a letter about the con-
tributions of women in main-
taining peace.

It said in the past 14 years, 
Cambodia has dispatched 
6,742 troops, including 3,612 
women, to nine countries 
across the world to fulfil 11 dif-
ferent missions. 

“From 2006 to now, nine Cam-
bodian youths have sacrificed 
their lives in the battlefield of the 
mission areas in the Republic of 
Mali,” Sovanny said.

un Resident Coordinator to 
Cambodia Pauline Tamesis said 
in a letter: “Since 1948, 3,900 
Blue Helmet troops have died 
in the cause of maintaining 
peace, including nine Cambo-
dian Blue Helmet troops.”

un and 
Cambodia 
mourn loss 
of soldier

World Bank 
donates $15 
million in aid
Ry Sochan

T
He World Bank on 
Friday approved $15 
million for a medi-
cal training system to 

help Cambodia equip doctors 
with more skills before they 
start work. 

The budget, which was 
granted by the International 
Development Association 
(IDA), is intended to improve 
health care services.

The World Bank said in its 
press release that the proj-
ect will help the Ministry of 
Health’s Human Resources 
Development Department to 
strengthen governance and 
medical education.

The project is also intended 
to improve regulations and 
standards for educating and 
training doctors, testing gradu-
ating doctors at the national 
level and providing technical 

assistance and knowledge ex-
change for medical specialists.

“The project will help de-
velop training programmes 
at the university of Health 
Sciences and the regional 
training centres in six pro-
grammes for specialised doc-
tors, namely the divisions of 
general medicine, dentistry, 
pharmacology and labora-
tory,” the press release said.

World Bank country manag-
er for Cambodia Inguna Do-
braja said in the press release 
that investing in building the 
capacity of specialised doc-
tors by providing knowledge 
and better skills to address an 
emergency such as Covid-19, 
and strengthening the health 
sector was of extreme impor-
tance for Cambodia.

“The World Bank is com-
mitted to helping support 
Cambodia in efforts to up-
grade healthcare services for 

the Cambodian people, espe-
cially the poor and most vul-
nerable,” she said.

The press release said Cam-
bodia still lacks many specia-
lised and qualified doctors. 
There are 1.4 doctors and 
9.5 nurses and midwives per 
10,000 people. These rates are 
low when compared to the av-
erage rate of nine doctors and 
19 nurses to 10,000 people in 
countries in east Asia and the 
Pacific.

The press release said some 
primary care buildings had 
only nurses and midwives as 
caregivers. Most general doc-
tors – 60 per cent – worked 
at provincial hospitals while 
specialised doctors – 79 per 
cent worked at city hospitals.

A World Bank report released 
in May noted that most practi-
tioners (76 per cent), assistant 
dentists (82 per cent), primary 
nurses (98 per cent) and mid-
wives (100 per cent) worked at 

the provincial and district levels. 
Cambodia is said to be short of 
medical staff in remote areas.

Cambodia had about 50 
doctors in 1980, according to 
the report. The Ministry of 
health today has 24,270 medi-
cal staff. Despite having more 
staff, Cambodia faces a short-
age of specialised doctors. 

In April, the World Bank 
approved a $20 million grant 
for its emergency response to 
Covid-19.

Ministry signs Mou to develop ICT training 
Ry Sochan

THe Ministry of education, Youth and 
Sport on Friday signed a Memorandum 
of understanding (Mou) with IT Acad-
emy STeP Cambodia (STeP) to further 
develop the Sisters of Code project.

The project trains female students in 
computer programming, and enhanc-
es information and communication 
technology (ICT) textbooks and teach-
er capacities.

The Sisters of Code was first imple-
mented as a pilot project at the Hun 
Sen Se Rei Pheap High School, the new 
Generation School and Preah Sisowath 
High School and catered to female stu-
dents between the ages of 10 and 20.

Ministry spokesman Ros Soveacha 
told The Post on Sunday that develop-

ing the ICT programme and basic text-
books was an effort to promote the 
quality of ICT education. 

He said the goal of the new training 
plan “was to strengthen the teaching 
capacity in response to the digital edu-
cation vision of the Ministry of educa-
tion, Youth and Sport”.

The signing ceremony was presided 
over by the ministry’s secretary of 
state Kim Sethany and the Mou was 
co-signed by the director of the Infor-
mation Department Sok Tha and 
STeP managing director natalija 
Rodionova. 

Rodionova told The Post on Sunday that 
STeP trains the students free of charge. 

Last year, she said 150 students 
joined the project. It was most of the 
students’ first experience learning how 

to code, but within 18 weeks, they were 
creating computer games and websites 
themselves.

She said: “Sisters of Code aims to 
empower girls to try learning technology 
and programming skills. now only seven 
per cent of female students choose to 
study technology in Cambodia. 

“According to our research, in most 
cases, female students are lacking a 
supportive space where they can learn 
technology and meet other students 
with shared interests.” 

According to a ministry Facebook 
post on May 29, the Mou will expand 
the scope of the Sisters of Code project 
to target schools in provinces.

One of the first projects planned is to 
establish a study club at Pream Chikang 
High School in Kampong Cham prov-

ince’s Kang Meas district. 
Rodionova said it was very important 

to begin developing teachers’ digital 
skills, especially during the Covid-19 
pandemic. As the virus continues to 
keep schools closed around the world, 
demand for technology-based teach-
ing has risen.

She said: “Our cooperation with the 
ministry is focused on digital skills 
development, as these are essential for 
any person nowadays, at least at the 
basic level. We have to understand that 
technology is a powerful tool with so 
many options to apply.

“We can achieve the best results if we 
teach people how to use the tools, as 
well as engage teachers in the creative 
process of how the tools can help them 
the best in their work.”

The funds will improve doctor education and provide technical assistance to medical specialists. hong menea
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Authorities confiscate, 
burn tainted shrimp
Soth Koemsoeun

A
uTHORITIeS from 
the Ministry of Com-
merce’s Consumer 
Protection and Fraud 

Repression Department burnt 
449 boxes of shrimp weighing 
11 tonnes that were imported 
from Vietnam on Saturday as 
they lacked the proper permits 
and were found to have a jelly-
like chemical substance on 
them.

Department deputy direc-
tor Kong Vuthy said three 
businesspeople were repri-
manded and required to sign 
a contract forbidding them 
from illegally importing foods 
in the future.

The three vehicles used 
to transport the shrimp to 

Phnom Penh through the 
Prek Chak border are being 
held at the department’s of-
fice as evidence for further 
legal action.

The department’s Facebook 
page said the lorries were 
stopped on national Roads 3 
and 4 in Kambol and Dangkor 
district.

Dangkor district police chief 
Chim Sitha confirmed on 
Sunday that the shrimp was 
burnt at a landfill in Dankor. 

“I know that authorities 
took the shrimp to be burnt 
at the Dankor landfill, but we 
did not join in. We only joined 
the crackdown on May 29 and 
then handed the case over to 
the experts,” he said.

Vuthy said while the substance 
found on the shrimp wasn’t 

necessarily harmful to humans, 
it still made the shrimp unfit to 
be sold in Phnom Penh.

He said: “In 11 tonnes of 
shrimp, we found a type of 
chemical that looks like jelly, 
but it does not cause health 
problems to people, rather it 
enabled the shrimps to grow 
bigger and heavier.

“These businesspeople are 
not employed by a company, 
but they buy goods from Viet-
nam without proper permis-
sion letters and deliver them 
to be sold in Phnom Penh.”

Vuthy said the operation 
was carried out in conjunc-
tion with Phnom Penh police 
officers in charge of economic 
crimes and was facilitated by 
municipal deputy prosecutor 
Seng Heang.

Authorities display a jelly-like substance which was found on the shrimp. The substance is believed to enable 
the shrimp to grow bigger and heavier. ministry of commerce

Masseuse 
caught 
planting 
fake bills
Kim Sarom

FOuR suspects were sent to 
Phnom Penh Municipal Court 
on Sunday for allegedly steal-
ing money from a customer 
who had visited their massage 
parlour for a cupping session 
last Friday in Anlong Kgnan 
village, in Sen Sok district’s 
Khmuonh commune.

District police chief Hour 
Meng Vang said the four suspects 
– three women and a man – ran 
the massage shop together.

The three women were identi-
fied as Tuy Strey, 24; Sa Sreya, 29, 
and nheb Mao, 39. The male 
suspect was nheb Vanny, 24.

Kmuonh commune police 
chief nhean norn told The Post 
on Sunday that the victim, Sorn 
Chamroeun, 31, who is from Por 
Sen Chey district, visited the 
massage parlour last Friday.

He was instructed to change 
his clothes and hang them up 
while he lay down for a cup-

ping session.
norn said that while the vic-

tim was receiving his massage, 
the suspects exchanged $1,400 
from his wallet with $1,400 in 
fake banknotes.

After the session was over, 
Chamroeun took the money 
from his wallet to pay but 
noticed it felt thin. He asked the 
suspects if they had changed 
his money, but they denied it.

norn said: “The victim was 
unwell. He went to the cup-
ping massage place, and he 
was told to take off his clothes 
and hang them while he lay 

face down. After the massage, 
he gave them the money but 
realised it was fake when he 
touched it,” he said.

An argument ensued, which 
was heard by people nearby who 
informed the police. Chamroe-
un then filed a complaint at the 
Khmuonh commune police sta-
tion and the four suspects were 
called in for questioning.

While being questioned, the 
suspects confessed to the 
crime and police detained 
them and sent them to the Sen 
Sok district police station for 
further legal action.

While a customer received a massage, $1,400 was stolen from his      
wallet and replaced with fake bills. police

Police catch Kampong 
Cham child murderer
Soth Koemsoeun

A MAn was arrested on Friday 
for the death of a five-year-old 
child in Kampong Cham last 
year after the girl supposedly 
insulted him.

The alleged murder, which 
took place in February last 
year, happened in Kien Chrey 
commune, Kampong Cham 
provincial deputy police chief 
Heng Vuthy told The Post on 
Sunday. The suspect is Tou-
chuthorit nalik, 19. 

The arrest came after an 
investigation by the Child Pro-
tective unit (CPu), the minis-
try of interior and Kampong 
Cham police officers.

“On February 11, last year, a 
girl died from drowning. Police 
checked the body and there 
were no noticeable bruises. 
Police also investigated but 
there was nothing of interest. 
Therefore, it was assumed that 
she died from drowning,” 
Vuthy said.

He said the victim’s relatives 
requested that the police 
investigate the case again. The 
suspect confessed to the police 
that he killed the girl because 
she called him “gay”.

Vuthy said the suspect and the 
victim lived in the same com-
mune and used to have fun with 
each other as normal.

“The suspect always teased 
the little girl in a fun way and 
she called the suspect “gay”. 
He was very angry. On the day 

of the incident, there was a 
celebration in the village.

“The suspect saw a chance 
to take revenge as it was quiet. 
He covered the girl’s mouth 
and pushed her into the pond 
behind her house,” Vuthy said. 
She was found the next day.

CPu service chief Som 
Vathana said on Sunday that 
after questioning and inves-
t igat ing na lik, he was 

detained by Kampong Siem 
district police. 

She said there was good 
cooperation among all institu-
tions and the case serves as a 
reminder that there is no crime 
that cannot be punished soon-
er or later. 

“We are delighted to provide 
justice to the victim’s family. 
This is not a drowning case but 
murder,” she said.

Before the suspect confessed, the five-year-old girl was assumed to 
have drowned. police
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CHINESE investments in 
Cambodia will prompt more 
US investments if that coun-
try wants to inf luence the 
growth of democracy in the 
Kingdom, a panel of analysts 
said on Friday.

The discussion took place at 
the Royal Academy of Cambo-
dia (RAC) on Friday under the 
theme The challenge on polit-
ical geography between China 
and US.

The platform was arranged 
to discuss and analyse the 
challenges posed by the two 
powerful countries, especially 
while US President Donald 
Trump is in office.

RAC director Sok Touch said 
that benefits take an addition-
ally important role to the non-
aligned neutral principles of 
Cambodia.

In the context of Covid-19, 
he said the US, Japan and Chi-
na have provided funding 
assistance to Cambodia. How-
ever, China is the first assisting 
country. He said if the US 
wants to influence Cambodia, 
it should bring investment 
rather than just democracy.

“If they want Cambodia to 
listen to China or the US, 
please don’t support only 
democracy. Don’t provide only 
hamburgers but provide the 
investment funds instead. If 

the US has four million work-
ers in Cambodia it can do 
whatever it wants but there is 
nothing now,” he said.

Touch said the US should 
not worry about the presence 
of China in Cambodia because 
development takes a long time 
but in two years Chinese 
investment has made a great 
change.

“If you want to influence 
Cambodia, invest here. Don’t 
just draw up what we should 
do to call Cambodia a democ-
racy,” he said.

Puy Kea, a correspondent 
from Japan’s Kyodo News 
Agency said Cambodia and 
other Asian countries would 
not throw the US away but also 

cannot challenge China.
He said this political stance 

always pops up at Asian meet-
ings. He said based on his 
research, he understands that 
most of the Asian countries 
tend to take the US’ side but 
they look at China’s economic 
power in the region.

He said the US will continue 
to follow-up on allegations that 
China has a military base in 
Koh Kong Province. He men-
tioned that the airport develop-
ment in Koh Kong is the trading 
connection to the area and that 
it is not a military matter.

“From the Khmer perspec-
tive the people get many ben-
efits from China,” Kea said.

He used Sihanouk province 

as an example of building a 
new city. “If we think about 
Chinese investments, in just 
one or two years, the develop-
ment of Preah Sihanouk prov-
ince has been incredible.

“If we think about normal 
development, it would take 30 
years and we don’t know how 
it would be like,” he said.

Kin Phea, the director of the 
Royal Academy of Cambodia’s 
International Relations Insti-
tute, said if the US is willing to 
strengthen its relationship 
with Cambodia, it should show 
its intention through actions.

He said Cambodia is willing 
to reciprocate the bi-direc-
tional relationship depending 
on mutual benefits.

Cambodia, he said, is bal-
ancing its relations neutrally 
and respecting sovereignty 
and integrity depending on 
respected principles and 
mutual benefits.

However, Phea said Cambo-
dia should be strong in itself 
and not dependent on larger 
powers. 

“It is time for Cambodia to cut 
down the economic depend-
ency on other countries, includ-
ing a balance of the commercial 
scales,” Phea said.

Researcher and history pro-
fessor Deab Sophal agreed and 
said Cambodia should be 
strong by itself in its politics 
and power management.
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UN eyes post-virus transport, 
trade networks in Kingdom
Ry Sochan

A 
NEW UN proj-
ect under the UN 
Conference on Aid 
and Development 

(UNCTAD) seeks to construct 
transport and trade networks 
in Cambodia and developing 
countries around the world to 
deal with trade and transport 
challenges once Covid-19 
passes.

A UN Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific (UNESCAP) press re-
lease said: “A new joint UN 
project is seeking to help 
governments and businesses 
keep transport networks and 
borders operational and fa-
cilitate the flow of goods and 
services while containing the 
spread of the coronavirus.

“The project, launched this 
month, will implement UN 
solutions, standards, guide-
lines, metrics, tools and meth-
odologies to help developing 
countries build transport, 
trade and logistics resilience 
in the wake of Covid-19.”

The initiative brings together 
UNCTAD and five UN regional 
commissions for Africa (ECA), 
Europe (ECE), Latin America 
and the Caribbean (ECLAC), 
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), 
and Western Asia (ESCWA).

Funding is administered by 
the UN Department of Eco-
nomic and Social Affairs.

The press release said the 
project puts a premium on 
the world’s reach and regional 
presence, international coop-

eration, knowledge and good 
practices globally.

“It seeks to equip govern-
ments in developing coun-
tries to adapt to post-corona-
virus conditions by tapping 
into UN expertise, standards, 
tools and guidance,” it said. 

Ministry of Public Works 
and Transport spokesman and 
General Department of Land 
Transport director Chhoun Von 
told The Post on Thursday that 
if the UN wants to push trans-
port he welcomes the idea.

He said transport conditions 
in the Kingdom are limited 
and border crossing is open 

only for goods at the moment.
“We always encourage and 

welcome cooperation if any 
firm or agency wishes to devel-
op public transport,” he said.

UN Resident Coordina-
tor Pauline Tamesis said in a 
meeting of the inter-minis-
terial committee to combat 
Covid-19 with the UN coun-
try team on April 30, that 
like many countries around 
the world, Cambodia faces a 
complex challenge to respond 
to the impact of Covid-19.

This challenge is not only in 
health but also in other areas 
such as education, tourism, 

trade, finance, and industries.
“Even though there has not 

been a major outbreak of the 
disease in Cambodia, the exter-
nal economic fallout is already 
affecting the national economy.

“Leading sectors such as 
textiles, tourism and con-
struction are under severe 
pressure, resulting in lower 
output and mass layoffs, and 
there will be knock-on effects 
on other sectors too.  

“Cambodia is exposed as 
a highly open economy for 
trade, but also one with a nar-
row economic base with few 
fallback options,” she said.

Cargo is loaded at the Phnom Penh International Airport. The UN project would put a premium on the world’s 
reach and regional presence, international cooperation, knowledge and good practices globally. Hong Menea

K Thom villagers told 
to register to get land
in conservation area

Continued from page 1

the water at least once a week.
He said water jars, reservoirs 

and containers should be dis-
infected or filled with small 
fish to eat mosquito larvae.

The minister also told con-
struction site managers and 
workers to clear areas around 
the sites which could breed 
the mosquitoes and urged 
local authorities to check on 
them.

Those selling motorbike and 
car tyres also need to prevent 
them from storing water.

People should make their 
living environment clean with 
enough light. All bushes around 
houses should be cleared. Peo-
ple should wear long-sleeve 
shirts and trousers and sleep 
under mosquito nets.

“Don’t try to treat high body 
temperature by yourself or 
delay treatment,” he said. He 
advised people to go to a hos-
pital immediately should they 
have a high temperature.

Bun Heng also instructed 
all provincial health depart-
ments to train state and pri-
vate health services on how 

to diagnose and treat den-
gue patients. Unspecialised 
hospitals are not allowed to 
treat dengue but told to send 
patients to the nearest state 
hospital immediately.

Kandal provincial health 
department director Kuoy 
Buntheoun said on Sunday 
that the province has record-
ed 290 cases in the first 21 
weeks of this year. 

He said the figure had sharp-
ly decreased compared to the 
same period last year when 
1,298 cases were recorded.

He said of the 290 cases, 22 
patients are being treated in the 
provincial hospital, while 268 
others are getting treatment at 
national-level hospitals such 
as Kantha Bopha. Most of the 
patients are children, he said.

“We already had a plan and 
implemented it. Abatement 
measures have been used in 
the water jars and reservoirs 
in the province.

“We also started to educate 
people about this disease. 
We have the data showing 
which village, commune and 
district have most cases,” he 
said.

Unspecialised clinics 
barred from treatment

Khorn Savi
 

MINISTER of Environment 
Say Sam Al has called on resi-
dents in Taing Kok district’s 
Treal commune in Kampong 
Thom to legally register their 
names to receive 300ha in a 
Bengal Florican Conservation 
Area for farming.

The ministry announced on 
Saturday that the land conces-
sion came after O’Luo commu-
nity members asked for 300ha 
from the conservation area in 
the Tonle Sap Northern Low-
land Protected Landscape in 
Treal to use as farmland.

Sam Al said the ministry 
requested O’Luo residents to 
register in their community 
before he asked Taing Kok and 
provincial authorities to facil-
itate its registration. 

“O’Luo residents must create 
a legal community acknowl-
edged by law before being able 
to move forward. They also must 
have discussions with related 
authorities to develop their own 
community,” he said.

The request was made when 
Minister of Tourism Thong 
Khon, Sam Al, provincial gover-
nor Sok Lou and other gover-
nors held a forum with 300 Treal 
citizens concerning the possi-
bility of occupying the Bengal 
Florican Conservation Area.

Ministry of Environment 
spokesman Neth Pheaktra told 
The Post on Sunday that the 
citizens who asked for land in 
the Bengal Florican Conserva-
tion Area represented about 
180 families. 

He said the purpose of having 
citizens register was to prevent 
them from taking the land and 
selling it in the future.

“According to community 
guidelines, if the land is given to 

residents, they do not have the 
right to sell to outsiders. We 
asked them to organise a com-
mittee and proper management 
mechanism to monitor this.

“If there is no management, 
the land given is sold. With-
out specific management, it 
can affect the conservation 
area,” he said. 

Provincial department direc-
tor Tob Kakada said authori-
ties are working on registering 
the residents’ names. 

In the past, some residents 
had taken part in improper 
activities in the Bengal Florican 
Conservation Area, and they 
were stopped by authorities. 

But at the time, the residents 
claimed they owned the land 
as acknowledged by the Min-
istry of Agriculture.

“They had previously asked to 
create a community but they did 
not do it correctly. They asked 
the Ministry of Agriculture and 
no one acknowledged it. They 
claimed that they were residents 
anyway but when there were 
problems, they didn’t have sup-
porting documents,” he said.

Bengal Floricans are birds 
native to Cambodia, Vietnam, 
and the Indian subcontinent and 
they are listed as critically endan-
gered on the IUCN Red List.

There are six Bengal Flori-
can Conservation Areas con-
sisting of 31,159ha located in 
Kampong Thom and Siem 
Reap provinces. 

The government created the 
Tonle Sap Northern Lowland 
Protected Landscape in May 
2016 to conserve the rare birds.

Pheaktra said the Bengal 
Florican Conservation Area 
consists of 400 Bengal Flori-
cans and it was the only area 
in Cambodia where new sight-
ings have been recorded.

RAC director Sok Touch said benefits take an additionally important 
role to the non-aligned neutral principles of Cambodia. rac

China a ‘magnet’ for US investments 
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THe Ministry of justice has 
announced the opening of 
four more courtrooms at the 
Phnom Penh Municipal Court 
to speed up proceedings as 
part of its campaign to clear a 
backlog of cases.

The ministry said there are 
currently 12,000 cases left 
pending since last year.  

Given the current backlog, 
it said the municipal court 
would not be able to handle 
the cases on its own, while 
some other provincial courts 
also face the same issue.

Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court prosecution spokes-
man Kuch Kimlong told The 
Post on Sunday that with the 
new additions, the court now 
boasts nine courtrooms.

“Previously we had five 
courtrooms, now the jus-
tice ministry has added four 
more,” he said.

Kim Santepheap – head 
of the First Working Group 
tasked with coordinating 
the clearing of case back-
log at the courts in Phnom 
Penh, Kandal, Prey Veng 
and Svay Rieng provinces 
– also visited the four new 
courtrooms.

On May 18, the ministry 
created a committee made 
up of four working groups 
to address overcrowding in 

prisons across the Kingdom.
justice minister Koeut Rith 

serves as committee direc-
tor. He is joined by secretar-
ies of state Chan Sotheavy 
and Prum Sithtra as depu-
ties, and five other secretar-
ies of state at the ministry as 
members.

The committee is tasked 
with issuing guidelines, rules 
and action plans necessary 
to implement effective cam-
paigns to clear the backlog of 
cases at each municipal and 
provincial court.

The ministry expects to 
clear up to 70 per cent of 
pending cases in the first six 
months of its campaign. 

Ministry secretary of 
state and spokesperson 
Chin Malin – who oversees 
the Fourth Working Group 
tasked with clearing the 
provincial courts of Kam-
pong Speu, Takeo, Preah 
Sihanouk, Kampot and Koh 
Kong – said the ministry 
will keep the media posted 
on the results of the cam-
paign. 

“Courts across the country 
are now implementing this 
campaign to clear up case 
backlog. We will announce 
the results later,” he said.

Municipal court set 
to clear backlog with  
four new courtrooms

Two cement workers crushed 
in Kampot job site accident
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

T
WO cement work-
ers were crushed 
to death by falling 
rocks while drill-

ing at an explosion site on a 
mountain in Kampot prov-
ince on Friday, local author-
ities said.

The tragedy occurred in 
La’ang commune’s La’ang 
village in Dang Tong dis-
trict.

District deputy police 
chief Men Ly said the vic-
tims, 29-year-old Kun Ral 
and 33-year-old nheb Sar-
un, were cousins from Kan-
dorl commune’s Damnak 
Trach village in Teuk Chhou 
district. They both worked 
for Thai Boon Roong Ce-
ment Co Ltd.

“One of the victims’ bod-
ies was crushed completely, 
while the other’s lower half 
was crushed. This is a work-
related accident.

“Representatives of Thai 
Boon Roong Cement Co Ltd 
will be responsible for pay-
ing compensation to the 
relatives of the two workers 
of $35,000 plus four million 
riel for funeral arrange-
ments,” Ly said.

Ral’s brother, Kun Saran, 
34, who is a drilling worker 
at the factory, told The Post 
on Sunday that the com-

pany has claimed it will pro-
vide the compensation, but 
it hasn’t offered details.

“Factory representa-
tives have said they will 
provide compensation for 
each worker to the tune of 
$35,000, and that the mon-
ey will be paid by Monday, 
june 1. But they haven’t 
mentioned the money for 
the funeral yet and we have 
not received anything so 
far,” Saran said.

Building and Wood Work-
ers Trade union Federation 
of Cambodia (BWTuC) vice-
president Sou Chhlonh said 
on Sunday that he is urging 
the Ministry of Labour, lo-
cal authorities and relevant 
institutions to inspect the 
technical standards of the 
explosion site.

Chhlonh believes the ac-
cident could have been a 
“technical error”.

He said: “Based on infor-
mation the union federation 
has collected, about three 
hours had passed after a 
planned detonation at the 
site. The explosion had not 
yet reached the point at 
which rocks start to collapse. 

“It was not until about 
4pm that four workers in 
the quarry section drilled to 
detonate the boulder again, 
and it collapsed on the two 
workers.”

The workers were crushed at a quarry by falling rocks while drilling at an 
explosion site. supplied

www.phnompenhpost.com
check The posT websiTe 
for breaking news
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MALAYSIA-based Mega First 
Corp Bhd reported first quar-
ter net profit of 57.40 million 
ringgit ($13 million), boosted 
by energy sales revenue from 
the Don Sahong project which 
was completed early in the 
fourth quarter last year.

On Thursday it said net prof-
it increased by 70.5 per cent 
from 33.65 million ringgit a 
year ago. Its revenue however 
fell by 27.5 per cent to 160.68 
million from 221.84 million 
ringgit. earnings per share 
were 13.49 sen (3.1 uS cents) 
compared with 8.48 sen.

It said the lower revenue was 
mainly due to the absence of 
construction revenue (169.9 
million ringgit in 2019’s first 
quarter), mitigated by 103.3 
million ringgit energy sales 
revenue, and higher contribu-
tions from the resources divi-
sion and the packaging and 
labels division.

However, pre-tax profit rose 
by 47.9 per cent to 66.5 million 
ringgit from 44.9 million, bol-
stered by profit from energy 
sales amounting to 64.7 million 
ringgit and higher profit contri-
bution from both the resources 
and packaging and labels divi-
sions, which collectively more 
than offset the absence of con-

struction profit in the current 
quarter (45.6 million ringgit in 
2019’s first quarter).

The profit after tax grew at a 
faster pace of 72.5 per cent 
when compared to growth in 
pre-tax profit due to lower 
effective tax rate.

It said income from energy 
sale in Laos is exempted from 
income tax for five years 
whereas a 20 per cent deferred 
tax provision was made on 
construction profits in the 
same quarter last year.

Mega First said the Don 
Sahong plant went into full 
commercial operation on jan-
uary 7 following successful 
testing of and synchronisation 
with electricite du Laos’ (edL’s) 
new 500KV transmission line 
to Cambodia.

It said the first quarter reve-
nue of 103.3 million ringgit was 
the energy billing to edL for the 
quarter. The average energy 
availability factor for the period 
was 70.7 per cent, slightly ahead 
of management expectations.

“Seasonally, the energy avail-
ability factor in the current 
quarter is expected to be the 
lowest for the year as a result of 
the dry season in Laos which 
typically stretches from january 
to May. The energy availability 

factor is forecast to improve as 
the wet season sets from june to 
December,” it said.

The power division posted 
earnings before interest, tax, 
depreciation and amortisation 
(ebitda) of 90.9 million ringgit 
and a pre-tax profit of 64.7 mil-
lion ringgit, representing ebitda 
and pre-tax margin of 88.1 and 
62.6 per cent, respectively.

As for resource division, it 
said revenue rose by five per 
cent to 34.5 million ringgit 
mainly due to a 6.5 per cent 
increase in sales of lime prod-
ucts to 31.6 million ringgit.

Pre-tax profit rose by 25.7 per 
cent to 4.3 million ringgit from 
3.4 million a year ago on higher 
sales volume, increased plant 
utilisation and lower fuel costs.

As for the packaging and 
labels division, its plant in Mela-
ka, revenue rose by 29.3 per cent 
to 19.2 million ringgit.

The plant makes paper bags, 
flexible packaging products 
and labels and stickers for 
various industries including 
food and beverages and fast-
moving consumer goods. The 
higher revenue was mainly 
due to increased sales of paper 
bags, as well as increase 
demand for flexible packaging 
products from new customer.

It made a pre-tax profit of 
500,000 ringgit compared to a 
loss of 500,000 a year ago.

Mega First said when com-
pared with the fourth quarter 
ended December 31, last year 
group turnover fell 17.8 per cent 
quarter-on-quarter from 195.5 
million ringgit to 160.7 million.

The lower revenue was due 
to the absence of construction 
revenue (104.2 million ringgit 
in 2019’s fourth quarter).

However, the impact from 
the absence of construction 
revenue was however partially 
offset by a 68.2 million ringgit 
increase in energy sales to edL 
from 35.1 million ringgit in the 
fourth quarter of last year to 
103.3 million ringgit.

Mega First said first quarter 
pre-tax profit fell by 29.6 per cent 
quarter-on-quarter to 66.5 mil-
lion ringgit from 94.5 million.

It said the decline in pre-tax 
profit was due to the absence of 
construction profit (68.6 million 
in the fourth quarter of last year), 
partially offset by a 36.2 million 
ringgit increase in pre-tax income 
from energy sales to edL.

This increased from 28.5 
million ringgit in the fourth 
quarter to 64.7 million in the 
current quarter. THE STAR (MALAY-

SIA)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Milled-rice exports soar 42% 
in first five months of this year 
Hin Pisei

C
AMBODIAn milled-
rice exports to the in-
ternational market in 
the first five months 

of this year skyrocketed 42 per 
cent to 356,097 tonnes from 
250,172 tonnes during the 
same period last year, said a 
report from the Secretariat of 
One Window Service for Rice 
export Formality.

The european market ac-
counted for 122,010 tonnes, 
up 51.10 per cent year-on-
year from 80,749 tonnes, 
the Chinese market 136,825 
tonnes, up 25.26 per cent, 
ASeAn countries 45,825 
tonnes, up 45.39 per cent, 
and other destinations 51,437 
tonnes, up 79.40 per cent.

Fragrant rice accounted for 
289,287 tonnes, or 81.24 per 
cent, white long-grain rice 
62,779 tonnes and long-grain 
parboiled rice 4,031 tonnes.

In May alone, rice exports 
reached 55,845 tonnes, an in-
crease of 53.38 per cent com-
pared to May last year, of which 
51,683 tonnes was fragrant rice, 
3,578 tonnes was white long-
grain rice and 584 tonnes was 
long-grain parboiled rice.

Pich Chan, general manager 
of rice miller and exporter Sig-
natures of Asia Co Ltd, told The 
Post on Sunday that rice exports 
have been steadily rising since 
the beginning of this year.

The Covid-19 outbreak has 
fuelled global demand for 
food stockpiles, he said. “ex-
port growth continues across 
all destination markets, most 
notably in those with a sig-
nificant surge in orders, such 
as Australia.

“It’s a good sign for the 
Cambodian milled rice mar-
ket, especially for fragrant va-
rieties, as  export volumes to 
international markets further 
increase,” said Chan.

When asked about the out-

look for the exports for the 
rest of the year, he said it was 
too early to speculate due to 
uncertainty in countries’ re-
sponses to the pandemic and 
their rice stock levels.

Amru Rice (Cambodia) 
Co Ltd vice-president Kann 
Kunthy could not be reached 
for comment on Sunday.

But he wrote on his personal 
Facebook page during the 
weekend that he expects Cam-
bodian milled rice exports to 
hit 800,000 tonnes this year.

“Covid-19 has cracked the 
backbone of the Cambodian 
and global economies, dis-
rupting almost every sector.

“But it has also reflected 
that the food and agricultural 
sectors are very crucial, and 
it is an opportunity for Cam-
bodia to focus attention on 

and develop the agricultural 
sector to its fullest potential,” 
said Kunthy.

Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce vice-president 
Lim Heng said the additional 
export volume is linked to 
Covid-19 concerns regarding 
food shortages. 

“This is an opportunity that 
shows that Cambodia must 
work hard to strengthen and 
expand its growing opera-
tions and grow more food-re-
lated crops.

“Covid-19 affects the export 
of agro-industrial products, 
but food and agricultural 
products are doing very well,” 
said Heng.

With its favourable geo-
graphical location and climate, 
the Kingdom has many of the 
right features to attract inves-

tors into agriculture, he said.
“Clear strategic planning is 

needed to meet the expecta-
tions of exporting one million 
tonnes of milled rice,” said 
Heng, referring to the govern-
ment’s pledge to export one 
million tonnes of rice per an-
num, originally made in Au-
gust 2010 for 2015.

Cambodia exported 387,000 
tonnes of rice in 2014, 538,396 
tonnes in 2015, 542,144 tonnes 
in 2016, 635,679 tonnes in 2017, 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forest-
ry and Fisheries data show.

The Kingdom exported 
620,106 tonnes of rice last 
year, down 0.97 per cent 
from 626,225 tonnes in 2018. 
The exports generated $501 
million in revenue last year, 
down 4.3 per cent from $524 
million in 2018.

China garment giant expands in SeZ
Thou Vireak

PHnOM PenH Special economic Zone Plc 
(PPSP) has signed a lease agreement for addi-
tional land with Marvel Garment Co Ltd, a 
leading knitwear manufacturer from China.

PPSP is company behind the Phnom Penh 
Special economic Zone (PPSeZ), a 357ha 
industrial park in Kambol district’s Kantaok 
commune on the outskirts of the capital.

Marvel Garment is the local arm of lead-
ing Chinese clothing manufacturer Shen-
zhou International Group Holdings Ltd.

PPSP non-executive chairman Tan Kak 
Khun signed the deal with Marvel Garment 
general manager Yan Delin on Friday.

He said Marvel Garment has continu-
ously expanded its project at PPSeZ and the 

company – currently in Phase III of develop-
ment – which covers an area of 43ha.

He said the project is designed as a cluster 
of garment manufacturing plants, with tai-
loring, sewing, packaging, warehousing, and 
printing and embroidery in a complete set. 

The transaction involves the lease of 
6.4ha of land and is another symbol of 
cooperation between the two companies 
to jointly vitalise employment and the 
economy, said Yan. 

He said the company has begun to pre-
pare worker’s dormitories and surround-
ing facilities and he expects the project to 
create 17,000 local jobs.

“While setting up the production area, 
we must arrange for living facilities in 
advance for future workers,” said Yan.

PPSP customer service manager Hak 
Serey told The Post on Sunday that the 
agreement reflected the fast development 
of his company.

Serey said PPSP has a total of 108 com-
panies operating in the PP SeZ. “Cur-
rently, the project is full and we are plan-
ning to expand into another area.”

PPSeZ saw $1.139 billion in trade vol-
ume last year, up 14 per cent from 2018, 
reported PPSP.

Ministry of economy and Finance data show 
that Cambodia exported $2.688 billion worth 
of goods through special economic zones 
(SeZs) last year, up 27 per cent over 2018.

There were 465 companies operating in 
the Kingdom’s 54 SeZs employing more 
than 100,000 workers.

Power plant boosts 
Malaysia’s Mega First 
Q1 net profit to $13M

Cambodia exported 356,097 tonnes of milled rice in the first five months of this year, up 42 per cent  
year-on-year from 250,172 tonnes. HONG MENEA

The energy availability factor in 
the current quarter is expected 

to be the lowest for the year as a 
result of the dry season in Laos



pepper prices in Vietnam rose 
to a one-year high last week, 
driven by Chinese consumption 
recovery and higher demands 
from local businesses.

Farmers in the Central High-
lands and the south of Vietnam 
sold pepper at 48,000-50,000 
dong ($2.08-2.17) per kg on 
Wednesday, depending on the 
location, a 26.6-31.1 per cent 
increase from last month, 
reported tintaynguyen.com.

The price in Ba ria-Vung Tau 
province reached 50,000 dong, the 
highest since January last year.

Domestic pepper prices 
have surged in the last few 
weeks because the Chinese 
market has recovered from the 
deadly Covid-19 pandemic, 
and local companies have 
stepped up buying to fulfil 
their contracts.

Vietnam pepper Association 
(VpA) president Nguyen Nam 
Hai said: “recently, pepper 
prices have increased. There 
are several reasons for this 
improvement. Firstly, Covid-
19 in China is basically over, so 
demands from Chinese cus-
tomers are higher.

“Secondly, many local busi-
nesses sold their stock before the 
contracts were due, so now they 
are rushing to buy pepper from 
farmers to meet demands from 
their customers,” said Hai

With the surging prices, 
farmers have stopped selling 
their stock, pushing prices 
even higher, he added.

However in the long term, 
the pepper prices are unlikely 
to see a spike like this because 
of a global supply glut.

Hai said: “In general, since 

2014, Vietnam and many 
countries such as Brazil and 
Cambodia have expanded 
production areas.

“While global annual pro-
duction growth is around eight 
per cent, consumption growth 
is just around two per cent. So 
in the long term, pepper pric-
es are unlikely to increase like 
they used to.”

Ministry of Industry and 
Trade data shows that Vietnam 
has about 100,000ha of pepper 
area with capacity of 247,000 
tonnes.

Coffee in the Central High-
lands, Vietnam’s largest coffee-
growing area, also witnessed 
growth of around eight per 
cent compared to last month 
to 31,600-32,000 dong per kg 
on Wednesday. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 
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Mou seeks to 
inject new life 
into silk sector
Thou Vireak 

T
He Ministry of Com-
merce signed a Mem-
orandum of under-
standing (Mou) on 

Saturday with Siem reap-
based Khmer silk manufac-
turer GSD pheach Co Ltd in a 
bid to pursue growth initia-
tives to further the develop-
ment of the commodity.

Minister pan Sorasak said at 
the signing ceremony in Siem 
reap province that the Mou 
aims to boost the Cambodian 
silk agro-commercial product 
value chain, which is under the 
Accelerating Inclusive Markets 
for Smallholders (AIMS) project.

AIMS is a joint project be-
tween the government and 
the International Fund for 
Agricultural Development 
(IFAD) worth $45 million, 
$8.68 million of which is pro-
vided by the government. 

Sorasak said the AIMS 
project is the first step of the 
private-government part-
nership to promote and de-
velop Cambodia’s silk sector. 
Through the project, farmers 
will obtain contracts from 
GSD pheach to produce un-
processed silk.

“This private-sector part-

nership also provides better 
quality silkworms and boosts 
the cultivation of quality mul-
berry trees. Farmers will also 
increase their profits,” he said. 

He said the project is a mul-
tilateral collaboration platform 
to boost the silk production 
value chain by finding solu-
tions to technical and irriga-
tion problems and diversifying 
markets and credit sources.

The project will also form 
new farmer groups aimed at 
expanding and improving 
production to meet market 
demands.

“The Ministry of Commerce 
has partnered with the private 
sector and silk value chain 
development partners to ad-
dress prioritised concerns 
and expand the silk sector for 
the national economy based 
on demand for domestic silk 
products and international 
markets,” he said.

GSD pheach executive di-
rector Oum Sorphea told The 
Post on Sunday that the Mou 
is a contribution from the pri-
vate sector to help promote 
the Cambodian silk market 
and create jobs for farmers.

At the same time, both the 
government and the private 
sector are making efforts to 

encourage low cost silk pro-
duction to maintain competi-
tiveness in the market.

“This is our contribution to 
the development of our Cam-
bodian silk industry. We want 
to encourage farmers to grow 
enough mulberry trees to 
supply my company to pro-
duce silk and my company 
will teach them farming tech-
niques,” she said.

Sorasak said the govern-
ment has developed a nation-
al silk strategy for 2016-2020 
to revitalise the Cambodian 

silk sector, aiming to mod-
ernise silkworm breeding and 
sustainable silk production.

“I call on the two signatories 
to work together to contribute 
to the development of the Cam-
bodian silk industry. We want to 
create jobs, reduce migration 
and increase incomes for silk 
farmers, especially women.

“I would also like to urge all 
for-profit companies in the 
Cambodian silk industry to 
focus on the quality of their 
products because quality 
plays a very important role in 

long-term strategic competi-
tion,” he said. 

Cheng Sopheap, founder 
and president of Keiy Tam-
banh Khmer, a manufacturer 
of traditional fabrics and 
scarves, said Khmer silk textile 
businesses are severely lacking 
a market because of Covid-19.

She said the government 
must prevent imports of fake 
products inject greater vital-
ity into the Cambodian silk 
market and sharpen its com-
petitive edge.

“Nowadays, there is no 

market at all because of the 
Covid-19 outbreak. Nobody 
buys our products as there 
are no celebratory gatherings, 
weddings, parties or semi-
nars. The overseas market has 
also been reduced because of 
the crisis,” she said.

The National Silk Strategy 
report 2016-2020 said Cam-
bodian silk production ac-
counts for only one per cent of 
total domestic consumption, 
while imports account for 99 
per cent, equivalent to more 
than 400 tonnes per year.

The AIMS project is the first step of the private-government partnership to promote and develop Cambodia’s silk sector. Through the project, 
farmers will obtain contracts from GSD Pheach to produce unprocessed silk. HENG CHIVOAN

VN pepper prices skyrocket
Pepper prices in Vietnam rose to a one-year high last week. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS



e
conomic growth and 
development are prima-
ry objectives for every 
country as they create 

greater employment, increase 
domestic income, reduce poverty 
and result in higher standards  
of living.

To achieve economic growth 
and development, all countries 
need to efficiently allocate their 
resources in order to produce 
more products and services for 
the market. 

The securities market plays 
an important role in meeting 
that requirement through the 
mobilisation of the financial 
resources necessary for 
innovation and infrastructure 
development, as well as 
to grow large operations 
and small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) in 
an efficient, regulated and 
transparent environment. 

Here is how the securities 
market facilitates economic 
growth:

• Bridging surplus units with 
deficit units 

The securities market allows 
funds to flow efficiently from 
surplus units to deficit units.   

Savings from the domestic 
households can be used by defi-
cit units such as corporations to 
fund innovation, infrastructure 
and the production of goods 
and services. 

This results in increased 
productivity in the economy, 
leading to greater employment, 
an increase in aggregate con-
sumption and therefore growth 
and development.

• Promoting investment and 
savings

The securities market 
promotes long-term savings 
among households. It also helps 
diffuse stress on the banking 
system by matching long-
term investments directly with 
investors. 

By increasing ownership of 
productive assets, it enables 
small and individual households 

to benefit from economic growth 
and wealth distribution, as well 
as providing avenues for invest-
ment opportunities that increase 
domestic savings, which trans-
lates into economic growth.

• Financing infrastructure 
development

Infrastructure development is 
a necessary condition for long-
term sustainable growth and 
development. 

The securities market is an ide-
al financing venue for infrastruc-
ture development contributing to 

socio-economic growth through 
supplying essential amenities 
such as roads, water and sewer-
age systems, public transport, 
energy, housing and telecommu-
nications, among others.

• Allocating scarce resources
The securities market pro-

motes the allocation of scarce 
resources by offering a wide 
variety of investment products 
with different characteristics. 
This allows investors to allocate 
resources efficiently based on 
their appetite for risk and return.

• Developing SMEs
According to the Ministry of 

Industry, Science, Technology 
and Innovation, SMEs contribute 
58 per cent to GDP and account 
for around 70 per cent of total 
employment in Cambodia, which 
generates revenue for the low to 
middle-income, fostering eco-
nomic growth and social stability. 

The securities market plays 
a part in supporting growth by 
providing a fundraising platform 
designed to reduce the cost 
burden of raising the funds nec-
essary for business expansion. 

Contributed by: The Cambodia 
Securities Exchange, Market 
Operations Department  
Email: market@csx.com.kh
Tel: 023 95 88 88 / 023 95 88 85

Disclaimer: This article 
has been compiled solely for 
informative and educational 
purposes. It is not intended to 
offer any recommendations 
or as investment advice. The 
Cambodia Securities Exchange 
is not liable for any losses or 
damages caused by using it in 
such a way.

Securities market a catalyst for economic growth
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Acleda Bank Plc lists on the Cambodia Securities Exchange last Monday. Supplied

In collaboration with the Cambodia 
Securities Exchange, The Phnom Penh 
Post is publishing a series of articles 
related to the securities market. This is 
the second in the series.
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THe accusations uS President 
Donald Trump levelled at the 
practice of “one country, two 
systems” in Hong Kong is a 
gross misrepresentation of 
the ground situation, said 
Hong Kong Secretary for jus-
tice Teresa Cheng Yeuk-wah.

Speaking to the media after 
attending a radio programme 
on Saturday, Cheng rejected 
Trump’s suggestion that Hong 
Kong has lost its autonomy.

“It is said that we are be-
coming ‘one country, one sys-
tem’ with loss of autonomy, 
that is completely false and 
wrong,” said Cheng.

She said national security is 
a matter under the purview of 
the central authorities.

“People often forget that the 
Hong Kong Special Adminis-
trative Region [HKSAR] is part 
of China, we are one country. 
Without ‘one country’, there 
is not any basis to talk about 
‘two systems’.

“Therefore, insofar as the 
national security is concerned, 
as in any other country in the 
world, this is a matter that be-
longs to the central authori-
ties, whether it is a unitary or 
federal state,” said Cheng.

She said that international 
law empowers all nations to 
legislate on domestic affairs. 
The threat of sanctions by any 
third country constitutes inter-
ference in the internal affairs of 
other countries, which is utterly 
unacceptable, she emphasised.

“As to the suggestion of certain 
individuals or perhaps a par-
ticular region being sanctioned 
as a result of China passing the 
national security law, we step 
back and look at it in this way – 
national security is of prime im-
portance to any sovereign state, 
and any sovereign state must, 
as a matter of its sovereign right, 
and indeed duty, to protect the 
sovereignty, unity and territorial 
integrity of any state. Therefore, 
passing national security law is 
something that any state has to 
do,” said Cheng.

In a statement on Friday, a 

HKSAR government spokesman 
said unwarranted allegations 
and threats of sanctions by the 
uS and other Western countries 
over Hong Kong’s proposed na-
tional security legislation are 
“violations of international law 
and international practice”.

He said Hong Kong’s separate 
customs territory status is en-
shrined in the Basic Law and free 
trade policy will be continued.

But the uS has threatened 
to revoke the city’s preferen-
tial trading status.

“The threat of sanctions to 
achieve the purpose of interfer-
ing with the policies of another 
place is a violation of interna-
tional law and international 
practice. In the Hong Kong-uS 
relationship, any sanctions are 
a double-edged sword that will 
not only harm the interests of 
Hong Kong but also signifi-
cantly harm those of the uS,” 
said the spokesman.

north Korea’s official Korean 
Central news Agency (KCnA) 
quoted a foreign ministry 
spokesman as saying: “We ful-
ly support the measures taken 
by the party and government 
of China for safeguarding the 
sovereignty, security and ter-
ritorial integrity of the country 
and achieving stability and 
prosperity of Hong Kong-
based on the policy of ‘one 
country, two systems’.

“[The recent social unrest 
in the HKSAR] is the product 
of a plot by the external force 
and its vassal forces that seek 
the division and disintegra-
tion of China by tarnishing 
the image of a socialist coun-
try and fomenting and esca-
lating a social disorder.

“Since the Hong Kong issue 
is one pertaining thoroughly 
to the internal affairs of China, 
any country or force has no 
rights to say this or that about 
it. We categorically oppose and 
reject foreign interference det-
rimental to the security and the 
social and economic develop-
ment of Hong Kong,” said the 
spokesman. CHINA DAILY/ANN

justice chief refutes 
claim Hong Kong 
has lost autonomy

Fire and fury rage across the 
uS as race protests intensify
C

uRFeWS were im-
posed on major uS 
cities as clashes over 
police brutality es-

calated across the country 
with demonstrators ignor-
ing warnings from President 
Donald Trump that his gov-
ernment would stop the vio-
lent protests “cold”.

Minneapolis, the epicentre 
of the unrest, was gripped by 
a fifth consecutive night of 
violence on Saturday with po-
lice in riot gear firing tear gas 
and stun grenades at protest-
ers venting fury at the death 
of George Floyd, an unarmed 
black man, during an arrest in 
the city on May 25.

Los Angeles, Chicago and 
Atlanta were among two 
dozen cities ordering people 
to stay indoors overnight as 
more states called in national 
Guard soldiers to help control 
the civil unrest not seen in the 
uS for years.

From Seattle to new York, 
tens of thousands of pro-
testers took to the streets 
demanding tougher murder 
charges and more arrests 
over the death of Floyd, who 
stopped breathing after Min-
neapolis police officer Derek 
Chauvin knelt on his neck for 
nearly nine minutes.

In Los Angeles, officers fired 
rubber bullets and swung ba-
tons during a testy standoff 
with demonstrators who set 
fire to a police car.

Police and protesters clashed 
in numerous cities including 
Chicago and new York, with 
officers responding to projec-
tiles with pepper spray while 
shop windows were smashed 
in Philadelphia.

Trump blamed the extreme 
left for the violence, includ-
ing widespread looting and 
arson in Minneapolis, saying 
rioters were dishonouring the 
memory of Floyd.

“We cannot and must not 
allow a small group of crimi-
nals and vandals to wreck our 

cities and lay waste to our 
communities.

“My administration will stop 
mob violence. And we’ll stop it 
cold,” he added, accusing the 
loose-knit militant anti-fascist 
network Antifa of orchestrat-
ing the violence.

Democratic candidate joe 
Biden condemned the violence 
of the protests but said on Sun-
day that uS citizens had every 
right to demonstrate.

“Protesting such brutality is 
right and necessary,” he said. 
“But burning down commu-
nities and needless destruc-
tion is not.”

Peaceful protests occurred 
too, including in Toronto as 
the movement spread beyond 
uS borders.

Demonstrators nationwide 
chanted slogans such as “Black 
Lives Matter” and “I can’t 
breathe”, which Floyd, who has 
become a fresh symbol of po-
lice brutality, was heard saying 

repeatedly before he died.
“We’re not turning the 

cheek anymore. Black lives 
matter. They will always mat-
ter. And we’re here today to 
show that,” said makeup art-
ist Melissa Mock, who joined 
several thousand in a daytime 
protest in Miami.

Minnesota governor Tim 
Walzs said he was mobilis-
ing the state’s entire 13,000-
strong national Guard to deal 
with rioters who have looted 
shops and set fires in the Min-
neapolis-St Paul area.

All major freeways leading 
into Minneapolis were closed 
on Saturday night with mili-
tary helicopters overhead as 
the state braced for more ri-
oting, arson and looting, with 
locals saying much of the vio-
lence was being perpetrated 
by outsiders.

earlier, people congre-
gated and chanted peace-
fully in Minneapolis, carry-

ing brooms to help clean up 
damaged shops and streets.

Some placed flowers in 
front of the shop where Floyd 
was arrested on May 25, be-
fore his death in the hands of 
police was recorded in a hor-
rifying cellphone video since 
seen around the world.

In Houston – where Floyd 
was born and raised – an old 
friend of his, Sam Osborne, 
said as an African American 
he feared for his life.

“I’m really messed up they 
killed him up. I’m wondering 
like, what could possibly hap-
pen to me?” he said.

Houston’s mayor announced 
at a press conference that 
Floyd’s body would be brought 
back to the Texas city.

At least eight states – includ-
ing Texas, Colorado and Geor-
gia – activated the national 
Guard, who were also deployed 
around the White House to help 
handle the protests there. AFP

Clashes over police brutality escalated across the US over the weekend. AFP

nasa astronauts head for ISS on historic SpaceX flight
TWO veteran nasa astronauts were 
headed for the International Space 
Station (ISS) on Saturday after elon 
Musk’s Space exploration Technolo-
gies Corp (SpaceX) became the first 
commercial company to launch a 
rocket carrying humans into orbit, 
ushering in a new era in space travel.

SpaceX’s two-stage Falcon 9 rocket 
with astronauts Robert Behnken and 
Douglas Hurley aboard blasted off 
flawlessly in a cloud of bright orange 
flames and smoke from Kennedy Space 
Center in the uS state of Florida for a 
19-hour voyage to the space station.

“Let’s light this candle,” Hurley, the 
mission commander, told SpaceX mis-
sion control in Hawthorne, California, 
before liftoff at 3:22pm (1922 GMT) 
from nasa’s storied Launch Pad 39A.

The SpaceX launch is the first of uS 
astronauts from uS soil since the 
space shuttle programme ended in 
2011 and the first crewed flight ever 
by a private company.

“I’m really quite overcome with 
emotion,” said Musk. “It’s been 18 
years working towards this goal.

“This is hopefully the first step on 
a journey towards civilisation on 
Mars,” said the SpaceX founder.

nasa administrator jim Bridenstine 
said it was a “great day” for nasa and 
SpaceX and an “important milestone 
for the nation”.

“We’re not celebrating yet,” Briden-
stine cautioned. “We will celebrate 
when they’re home safely.”

In a brief interview from space, 
Hurley said that in keeping with the 

tradition of having astronauts name 
their spacecraft, he and Behnken had 
named the Crew Dragon capsule 
Endeavour after the retired space 
shuttle on which they both flew.

Behnken said the SpaceX capsule is 
a “lot different than its namesake” in 
that “it has touch display screens”.

The mission, dubbed ‘Demo-2’, 
ends a government monopoly on 
space flight and is the final test flight 
before nasa certifies SpaceX’s cap-
sule for regular crewed missions.

Behnken, 49, and Hurley, 53, former 
military test pilots who joined nasa 
in 2000, are scheduled to dock with 
the space station at 10:29am (1429 
GMT) on Sunday.

They will join uS astronaut Chris 
Cassidy and Russian cosmonauts 

Anatoly Ivanishin and Ivan Vagner 
aboard the ISS.

SpaceX said Crew Dragon was on 
the correct trajectory to link up with 
the space station orbiting 400km 
above the earth.

The reusable first booster stage of 
the Falcon 9 rocket separated clean-
ly about 2.5 minutes after liftoff and 
landed upright on a floating barge off 
the Atlantic coast. The second stage 
also separated smoothly.

The launch had originally been 
scheduled for Wednesday but was 
delayed because of weather condi-
tions, which also remained uncertain 
on Saturday right up until liftoff.

The mission comes amid the coro-
navirus crisis and protests in multiple 
uS cities over the death of a black man 

in Minneapolis while he was being 
arrested by a white police officer.

uS President Donald Trump flew to 
Florida to watch the launch and delivered 
remarks to nasa and SpaceX employees 
on what he called a “special day”.

Trump first addressed the protests, 
saying he understood “the pain peo-
ple are feeling” but that he would not 
tolerate “mob violence”.

Trump praised Musk and said the 
launch “makes clear the commercial 
space industry is the future”.

He also repeated his vow to send 
uS astronauts back to the Moon in 
2024 and eventually to Mars.

Behnken and Hurley blasted off 
from Launch Pad 39A, the same one 
used by neil Armstrong on Apollo 11’s 
1969 journey to the Moon. AFP
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Fifty-four 
Cambodian 
migrants 
arrested in 
Sa Kaeo
FIFTY-FOUR Cambodian 
nationals were arrested at the 
Thai-Cambodian border in 
Sa Kaeo province’s Ta Phraya 
district on the Thai side for 
allegedly entering the country 
illegally.

“The group was led by La 
Peun, 46, a Cambodian natio-
nal, who brought 53 Cambo-
dian workers – 32 males and 21 
females – across the border,” 
the Ta Phraya Police Station 
said on Thursday.

“The suspect confessed that 
he had collected 3,000 baht 
[$94] from each worker as a 
fee for taking them across the 
border,” police said.

Other suspects reportedly 
told the police that they had 
intended to enter Thailand 
to find jobs, as there weren’t 
any in Cambodia due to the 
shutdown of Thai-Cambodian 
border checkpoints to prevent 
the spread of Covid-19.

All 54 suspects were 
charged with entering the 
country as foreigners with no 
passport and were brought to 
Ta Phraya Police Station for 
legal procedures.

Sa Kaeo – also known by 
its Khmer name Srah Keo – 
borders Cambodia’s Banteay 
Meanchey and Battambang 
provinces. THE NATION (THAILAND)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

M
AnY schools in 
Laos are unable 
to comply with 
measures to 

avert further outbreaks of the 
coronavirus due to a lack of 
necessary preventive equip-
ment, said Ministry of educa-
tion and Sports senior official 
Dr Sisouk Vongvichit.

Most state schools need 
more preventive equipment 
such as temperature moni-
tors, hand gel and face masks, 
and this is the reason they 
cannot follow procedures is-
sued by the ministry.

nevertheless, many schools 

have been able to implement 
steps such as increasing the 
number of classrooms and 
arranging suitable seating for 
students with social distanc-
ing of 1m.

Schools have handwashing 
basins with soap for students 
and teachers and cleaning 
classrooms once a week to re-
duce the risk of infections.

Dr Sisouk, the director-general 
of the ministry’s General educa-
tion Department, told Vientiane 
Times how schools around the 
country were coping with im-
plementing the measures.

Since final-year classes in 

primary, lower and upper sec-
ondary schools were reopened 
two weeks ago, education au-
thorities have monitored state 
and private primary and sec-
ondary schools and found that 
many are not able to comply 
with the measures.

Dr Sisouk said: “The min-
istry has reported the prob-
lem to the national Taskforce 
Committee for Covid-19 Pre-
vention and Control for their 
consideration and to offer so-
lutions to ensure the wellbe-
ing of teachers and students.

“After the government an-
nounced that Grade 5 primary 
and Grades 4 and 7 secondary 
classes would reopen on May 
18, the ministry proposed the 
committee donate soap, hand 
gel, face masks, temperature 
monitors and build washbasins 
for schools nationwide, and we 
are now waiting for the response 
from the committee,” she said.

Communicable Disease 
Control Department director-
general and member of the na-
tional Taskforce Committee for 
Covid-19 Prevention and Con-
trol Dr Rattanaxay Phetsouvan 
explained that the committee 
had provided essential pre-
ventive equipment for border 
checkpoints and hospitals.

“For education institutions, 
the committee has advised 
school administrators buy 
soap, hand gel, face masks 
and temperature monitors. 
Many brands of equipment 
are not too expensive and 
easy to buy in markets.”

“The committee told the Min-
istry of education and Sports to 
draw up a budget plan to pro-
pose to the committee to order 
essential preventive equip-
ment that the schools needed,” 
Dr Rattanaxay added.

The ministry and the task-
force committee recommend-
ed that school administrators 
must implement precaution-
ary measures to prevent further 
outbreaks of the coronavirus.

These include schools keep-
ing their premises clean, teach-
ers and students must wear face 
masks, and providing preven-
tive equipment for students.

Teachers should arrange 
suitable seating for students 
with social distancing of at 
least 1m, and everyone must 
have their body tempera-
ture checked before entering 
school premises. VIENTIANE TIMES/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vietnam’s police 
bust $2.7B online 
gambling circuit

Work on Mekong Delta 
expressway scheduled 
to commence in 2024

VIeTnAMeSe police have 
smashed a massive online card 
ring with revenues estimated 
at 64 trillion dong ($2.7 bil-
lion), the biggest ever bust of 
its kind in a country where 
most gambling is banned but 
remains rampant.

The site “no Hu” – roughly 
translated as ‘break the jar’ in 
english – is wildly popular in 
Vietnam, with a public fixated 
by gambling joining on smart-
phones or desktops.

Players buy credit from 
agents who payout in cash if 
they win, or give loans to punt-
ers on a losing streak against 
collateral like motorbikes and 
other assets.

There are hundreds of no Hu 
agents across Hanoi, the capi-
tal of the tightly-controlled 
Communist country, accord-
ing to a report on Friday detail-
ing the bust in the official 
newspaper of the city’s police 
force.

Millions of accounts were 
created for the game and 
“transactions ran to $110 mil-
lion a month”, said the An Ninh 
Thu Do (Capital Security) 
newspaper.

The gambling site, which 
started in 2018, ran several 
games soaking up money “on 
an extremely huge scale . . . 
[with] a total value estimated at 
$2.7 billion,” added the report.

The police on Thursday arrest-

ed mastermind Truong ngoc Tu, 
37, and 15 accomplices, and 
seized 34 smartphones, 23 ATM 
cards, five laptops and hundreds 
of Sim cards in the raids.

The report did not say what 
has happened to the huge 
sums of money made by the 
site, which was deactivated on 
Friday.

“I lost so much money play-
ing games on this site. You 
might win at first, but the more 
you play, the more you lose,” a 
player told AFP, requesting not 
to be named.

Vietnam’s communist gov-
ernment has recently started 
loosening its grip on domestic 
gambling, allowing Vietnam-
ese to bet in casinos on a trial 
basis and opening up some 
sports betting.

However online gambling 
and private card rooms are 
banned. Still, illegal gambling 
run by both locals and foreign-
ers flourishes.

In july, more than 380 Chi-
nese were arrested for taking 
online wagers from Chinese 
punters on sports and run-
ning an illegal lottery in the 
country.

And in january this year, four 
people were shot dead at an 
illegal cockfighting betting 
ring in southern Vietnam, state 
media reported, a rare gun 
homicide in the communist 
country. AFP

COnSTRuCTIOn of the Ha 
Tien-Rach Gia-Bac Lieu 
expressway in the Cuu Long 
(Mekong) Delta will begin con-
struction in 2024.

Tran Van Thi, the director-
general of the Cuu Long Cor-
poration for Investment 
Development and Project 
Management of Infrastructure 
(CIPM), said the Ministry of 
Transport has sought a pre-
feasibility study for the 33 tril-
lion dong ($1.4 billion), 225km 
expressway by july.

The money for the work will 
come from multilateral agen-
cies and reciprocal capital 
from the government.

The expressway, which will 
pass through four provinces, 
will have four lanes and a 
speed limit of 80km/h.

Starting in Kien Giang prov-
ince’s Ha Tien city, it will go 
through Hau Giang province’s 
Long My district and Soc 
Trang province’s Thanh Tri 
district before ending at Bac 
Lieu province’s Bac Lieu 
city.

It will connect the Xa Xia 
International Border Gate in 
Ha Tien, national Highway 1A, 
road n1 connecting Long An, 
Dong Thap and An Giang 
provinces, and the eastern and 
western sections of the north-
South expressway.

The work is expected to take 
two years, said Thi.

The expressway will improve 
transport infrastructure, con-
tributing to the socio-eco-
nomic development in the 
delta and enhancing inter-re-
gional transportation network, 
and help link Vietnam with 
Cambodia.

Work on several transport 
infrastructure projects in the 
delta is being speeded up.

The 51km Lo Te-Rach Soi 
Highway between Can Tho 
city and Kien Giang province 
will open to traffic by the end 
of September.

The Trung Luong-My Thuan 
expressway, also 51km, will be 
completed by the end of this 
year, while work on the 23km 
My Thuan-Can Tho express-
way will begin in October this 
year and be completed by the 
end of next year.

Construction of the 155km 
Chau Doc-Can Tho-Soc Trang 
expressway is expected to 
start in 2023 and take three 
years.

The 28km An Huu-Cao 
Lanh expressway through 
Tien Giang and Dong Thap 
provinces and the 26km My 
An-Cao Lanh expressway in 
Dong Thap will be built in 
2021-2025. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Most state schools need more preventive equipment such as temperature monitors, hand gel and face 
masks. VIENTIANE TIMES

Lao schools struggle 
with Covid-19 rules
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O
VeR the past dec-
ade the traditional 
university class-
room model of 

higher education has had to 
contend with three disrup-
tive forces: the march of the 
digital age, the persistent 
creep of online distance edu-
cation as a viable learning 
alternative, and a global 
social movement calling for 
the democratisation of edu-
cation for those who lack 
means or access.

When the year 2020 began, 
the impact of these three dis-
ruptive forces on the tradi-
tional university classroom 
model was a “slow burn” 
phenomenon. Then along 
came Covid-19 and trans-
formed this slow burn into a 
raging inferno that is unlikely 
to ever subside.

Covid-19 will undoubtedly 
change the world forever, 
with many social and eco-
nomic patterns unlikely to 
return to normal again, even 
after the pandemic has 
passed. This is especially true 
for the university sector, and 
the way that higher educa-
tion is delivered to the many, 
not just the privileged few.

It was only a few months 
ago – just prior to Covid-19 – 
that online education was 
beginning to gain mainstream 
recognition for being just as 
effective, if not better, than a 
traditional classroom educa-
tion. Innovative new digital 
learning technologies were 
hitting the market while more 
people than ever before were 
connecting to the worldwide 
web thanks to public and pri-
vate investments in network 
infrastructure.

Digital literacy was build-
ing among populations – 
especially among younger 
people – and universities 
everywhere were offering 
more and more of their con-
tent completely online and 
classroom-free.

Most importantly, many 
communities were starting to 
gain access to an online uni-
versity education where previ-
ously they faced exclusion due 
to the barriers of disadvantage, 

remoteness, or poverty.
This confluence of factors 

was just as true for Australia 
as it was for Indonesia; both 
countries were witnessing 
the dawning of a gradual 
democratisation of their 
higher education systems.

Fast forward a few months 
to May this year and you could 
not have written a script for a 
more dramatic acceleration of 
online university distance 
education. The Covid-19 pan-
demic and the seriousness of 
social distancing measures 
have set in motion an unstop-
pable wave of advancements 
in digital learning.

Consider the forces at play 
here: the enforced necessity 
for universities to pivot rapid-
ly to online delivery during 
lockdown; the unprecedented 
commercial gold rush on 
developing new educational 
services and technologies and 
being the first to get them to 
market; the elevated priority 
that people are placing on 
connecting themselves to the 
digital world; and the growing 
realisation that university 
education can not only con-
tinue largely unaffected, but 
can also thrive, when deliv-
ered completely online.

The signal being sent to 
university educators all over 
the world during the Covid-19 

crisis is clear – online distance 
education is a viable, cost-ef-
fective and rapidly-improving 
way of empowering students 
regardless of their location, 
age, gender or social status. It 
is a belief I share with univer-
sity leadership colleagues 
around the world that Covid-
19 will bring forward the inev-
itable digital democratisation 
of education by a full genera-
tion, and this will be a mar-
vellous consequence of an 
otherwise disastrous global 
health crisis.

Education for all
But before we get too excit-

ed by this notion of an 
unforeseen virus fast-track-
ing education-for-all via a 
digital revolution, we need a 
quick reality check.

First, it is unlikely the digital 
classroom will ever fully dis-
place the traditional campus 
classroom. Those who seek 
the conventional face-to-face 
university teaching experi-
ence will continue to find a 
market saturated with provid-
ers offering this experience.

even though 50 per cent of 
the students at my own uni-
versity in Australia study via 
distance learning, and some 
similar options will also be 
available to students in our 
new jakarta campus, we still 

place enormous importance 
and investment in our on-
campus teaching delivery.

Second, while most educa-
tors can see the tremendous 
social and economic impact 
of the digital education revo-
lution, there remain many 
leaders, legislators and deci-
sion makers who are only 
just beginning to reassess 
their view of online universi-
ty education.

We need to remember that 
for decades there was a univer-
sal belief in the effectiveness 
and supremacy of face-to-face 
learning in a classroom. Gen-
erations of parents have 
worked hard to send their chil-
dren to the best schools and 
universities – sometimes hun-
dreds of kilometres away – so 
they can access the best teach-
ers, the best classrooms and 
the best libraries in person.

The traditional classroom 
has served humanity well, so it 
is understandable that our civ-
ic and business leaders might 
be skeptical towards techno-
logical disruptions to estab-
lished practices. Here, educa-
tors need to make it clear that 
online learning is not a threat 
to the traditional classroom.

Instead, online learning is a 
way of extending our tradition-
al learning practices into com-
munities that city-based uni-

versity campuses cannot reach.
Third, the inevitable digital 

democratisation of global uni-
versity systems brought about 
by Covid-19 is unlikely to occur 
smoothly, evenly, or equitably.

Like Australia, Indonesia 
sees a large proportion of its 
population living outside of 
major cities where the chal-
lenges of remoteness, lan-
guage, digital infrastructure, 
internet speeds, network 
access and affordability, and 
skilled workforce limitations 
pose real obstacles to the 
equality dividends of online 
distance education.

Many of the solutions to 
the complex challenges faced 
by the two countries have not 
yet revealed themselves – but 
I believe they will, and closer 
university collaborations 
between the two nations will 
only accelerate the process.

We have so much we can 
learn from each other on this 
journey. Indonesia and Aus-
tralia share not only a similar 
location in the world, we also 
share similar values. Both our 
nations place tremendous 
importance on the trans-
formative power of educa-
tion, and its indisputable 
place in our societies as a 
fundamental human right.

Our countries share similar 
development aspirations as 
we seek to lift the prosperity 
of our peoples while we 
assume greater influence on 
the global stage through 
peaceful means.

And both our nations seek 
to achieve our respective 
development aspirations by 
removing barriers to educa-
tion and lifting the university 
participation among entire 
communities who have never 
previously had the means or 
opportunity to study.

I am excited by the digital 
journey that both countries 
are embarking upon, and the 
many social and economic 
opportunities that ordinary 
people will gain as a result. 
Indonesian universities will 
find many global universities 
who are eager to collaborate 
with them. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

The writer is vice chancellor and 
president of Central Queensland 
University Australia.

Opinion
Nicholas Klomp

How Covid-19 will transform 
access to education in our region

Online learning is a way of extending our traditional learning practices into communities that city-based 
university campuses cannot reach. pixabay
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George Floyd: 
‘Gentle giant’ 
killed in uS 
police custody
T

He black man who left Hous-
ton for fresh beginnings in 
Minneapolis, only to end up 
begging for his life before dy-

ing under the knee of a white police-
man, was a generous soul laid off dur-
ing the coronavirus crisis.

“everybody loved my brother,” 
Philonese Floyd said on Tuesday, 
one day after George Floyd perished, 
sparking massive protests and re-
newing accusations of systemic rac-
ism in the uS.

“He’s a gentle giant,” he told Cnn. 
“He don’t hurt anybody.”

The late 46-year-old had come 
north and found work as a trucker 
and more recently a security guard at 
a restaurant, Conga Latin Bistro, be-
fore business dried up during Min-
nesota state’s stay-at-home order.

“He would just keep us safe there, 
you know?” Luz Maria Gonzalez, 
who regularly ate at the restaurant, 
told national Public Radio.

“At the end of the night, he’d say, 
‘Hey, Luz, I want to wait until you 
get into your cab.’”

Others close to Floyd described him 
as taking steps to improve his life.

“I remember him saying he want-
ed to touch the world. He wanted to 
have a worldwide impact,” jonathan 
Veal, a friend since the sixth grade, 
told broadcaster KPRC in Houston, 

where they attended jack Yates High 
School together.

Floyd, at an imposing 2m, became 
a star athlete in basketball and foot-
ball, and dabbled in hip hop music.

But he left Houston when it be-
came hard to find work.

Veal said he last communicated 
with Floyd in january, when they ex-
changed text messages.

“A few things I gotta get strait [sic] 
for my lil ones,” Floyd wrote Veal.

“My faith is getting back where it 
supposed to be.”

But on May 25, following nine 
agonising minutes caught on vid-
eo, Floyd was gone, after an officer 
pressed his knee into Floyd’s neck 
for several minutes as he lay on the 
street, unarmed and handcuffed.

“Please, please I can’t breathe,” Floyd 
is heard saying in the viral video.

Police have described him as the 
suspect in a forgery case at a grocery 
store, where the clerk called 911 on 
May 25 after Floyd apparently used 
counterfeit money to buy cigarettes.

‘Changing his life’ 
Bridgett Floyd said her brother 

wasn’t perfect, but that it was “heart-
breaking” for him to die at the hands 
of police.

“That’s exactly what they did,” she 
told nBC news. “They murdered my 

brother. He was crying for help.”
Four policemen were fired over 

the incident. One, Derek Chauvin, 
was arrested on Friday and charged 
with third-degree murder.

Floyd’s girlfriend, Courtney Ross, 
was adamant that he had remained 
a shining light in the community.

“This is nothing but an angel that 
was sent to us on earth,” she told 
CBS news. “And we demonised him, 
and we killed him.”

Floyd reportedly had two children. 
Roxie Washington, the mother of his 
six-year-old daughter in Houston, 
described him as a devoted father.

“People mistake him because he 
was so big that they thought he was 
always a fighting person,” Wash-
ington said, reported the Houston 
Chronicle.

“But he was a loving person . . . and 
he loved his daughter.”

One of Floyd’s longtime friends, 

Stephen jackson, became an nBA 
basketball star, but Floyd never let 
that change their friendship.

“We called each other Twin,” jack-
son said in an emotional video post 
on Instagram.

“He was changing his life,” moving 
to Minnesota for work so he could 
support his children, jackson added.

“My boy was doing what he was 
supposed to do, man, and you all go 
and kill my brother.” AFP

Walls close in on Thailand’s poorest as economy shrivels
SHuFFLInG around their tiny 
slum home which is too small 
to stand up in, Thanapat noidee 
and his wife Papassorn share 
donated noodles with their sons 
and worry about bills, as the 
coronavirus pushes Thailand’s 
poor deeper into penury.

The wood and breeze-block 
hut which is their home stands 
in the heart of a Bangkok com-
mercial district festooned with 
five-star hotels and upmarket 
restaurants.

They share the small space in 
the shadow of the nearby high-
rise developments with their 
children Woraphat and Kittipat, 
aged six and seven respectively.

under the 1.2m high ceiling, 
the adults have to kneel to 
move around the single room 
which is the bedroom, living 
room and dining area.

Downstairs, a tap provides a 
shower and a flat concrete sur-
face serves as a kitchen area, a 
space shared with rats which 
clamber over their washed 
dishes.

Papassorn lost her job as a 
messenger as Thailand locked 
down to control the coronavi-
rus in late March.

“I have to borrow money for 
the electricity from my father 

and grandfather,” she says.
“The school term opens 

again soon [on july 1] and I 
have to find money for those 
expenses as well.”

Thailand’s parliament is due 
Sunday to vote on whether to 
approve a 1.9 trillion baht 
(nearly $60 billion) stimulus to 

revive an economy battered by 
the pandemic.

If agreed, it will be the big-
gest state cash injection in 
Thai history.

Thailand has long paraded 
low unemployment as a sym-
bol of its economic success. 
But millions like the noidee 

family rely on informal work 
or day wages for survival, jobs 
imperilled by a feared six-to-
seven per cent contraction in 
the economy. 

Two months after the lock-
down and with the outbreak 
under control, Bangkok is grad-
ually creeping back to life.

But Papassorn’s work has not 
returned while her husband has 
seen the roughly 1,000 baht he 
earns each day as a motorcycle 
taxi driver more than halved 
because of a fall in customers.

The family have depended on 
the nearby Holy Redeemer 
Church for daily food handouts 

– a charity service which is being 
closed down as the city reopens.

“Without food donations, I’ll 
have to fight harder for my 
family to survive,” said Thana-
pat as he moved on his knees 
inside his lodgings, occasion-
ally knocking his head on the 
ceiling. AFP

Protesters hold a picture of George Floyd at a protest in Detroit, Michigan on Saturday. AFP

Thanapat Noidee hands out donated meals to his family in their cramped home. AFP Noidee and his son Kittipat look out from the window of their home in Bangkok. AFP
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The Maybank Foundation’s Women Eco-weavers programme is aiming to produce more than 
110,000 hand-woven face masks amid the coronavirus pandemic. The three-ply cotton masks 
are reusable and cost a fraction of their single-use counterparts. Some 250 female weavers from 
Cambodia joined the initiative, and they have already produced more than 15,000 units. They earn 
$200 to $300 per month. The Maybank Women Eco-weavers programme has helped 2,500 people 
in Southeast Asia through its eight training centres across the region.

Maybank women weave 
way to face mask target 
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Wings and Burgers opened the doors to its third outlet 
on May 24. Loyal patrons were rewarded with special offers 
including free chicken nuggets with the order of a chicken 
burger meal. The eatery, located on the corner of Street 310 
and Street 51 in the capital’s Boeung Keng Kang I district, is the 
Filipino chain’s latest addition to the fast-growing quick-service 
restaurant market. Each location features modern touchscreen 
kiosks, allowing guests to customise their orders and receive 
their meals quickly and hygienically.

Fast food joint 
spreading wings
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Wax-coated cheese
  5 How the naive may be led
 11 Caps lock neighbor
 14 One of the Jackson 5
 15 “Entertaining Mr. ___” (Joe 

Orton play)
 16 Color
 17 Fix the marquee “TRY OTHER 

RAP”
 19 The last word in movies?
 20 “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” 

author Loos
 21 Maya Angelou work
 22 Sonic jets of yore
 23 Native of Katmandu
 25 Cowboy’s lasso
 27 Fix the marquee  

“I SEE A FOUL ASH”
 32 Little scamp
 35 Member of the British nobility
 36 Fourth of 12
 37 Train segments
 39 Sioux or Apache
 42 Went down
 43 Express unsubtly
 45 Lollobrigida or Gershon
 47 “Comprende?”
 48 Fix the marquee “A STRANGER 

SEX”
 52 Drive forward
 53 Unruffle feathers
 57 “Things that go ___ in the night”
 59 Virile one
 62 Ear-related
 63 Shipper Onassis, informally
 64 Fix the marquee “CRIMSON 

NETS”
 66 Templeton in “Charlotte’s Web”
 67 Fly a plane
 68 “The Time Machine” race
 69 Head of The Family Stone
 70 Annoy
 71 Performed a baseball maneuver
DOWN
  1 Patriot Allen
  2 Keaton of Hollywood
  3 Take ___ down memory lane ...
  4 Like some enemies
  5 Venomous viper
  6 Hog food
  7 Dorothy’s dog
  8 They make the grade?
  9 Hemoglobin deficiency
 10 “___ out!” (ump’s call)
 11 Dictionary kin
 12 Polly, to Tom Sawyer
 13 Hospital units

 18 New Haven student, informally
 22 Obeys an octagonal sign
 24 “___ first you don’t succeed ...”
 26 “Oh, there you are!”
 28 Goof up
 29 Set straight
 30 Trig figure
 31 Actress Sommer
 32 “Law & Order: SVU” co-star
 33 Angela Lansbury role
 34 Closeness
 38 ___ of approval
 40 Full-size
 41 Endings for “ethyl” and “butyl”
 44 Mind reader’s letters
 46 Like a raucous stadium crowd
 49 Delete
 50 Morissette of music
 51 Boozers
 54 Bird warble
 55 1970s bombing locale
 56 Charlton Heston title role
 57 They’re not good to be behind
 58 River to the Caspian
 60 Aspiring atty.’s exam
 61 Suffix for kitchen
 64 “Treasure Island” prop
 65 Always, poetically

“MARQUEE MISTAKES” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution

Paris park lock picker 
called city folk hero 
A 

mysterious figure, who picks the 
locks of Paris parks at night for peo-
ple who have been cooped up in the 
city’s tiny apartments, has become 

something of a folk hero.
Parks have been chained up in europe’s most 

densely populated capital since the coronavirus 
lockdown began more than eight weeks ago.

Despite the city’s mayor Anne Hidalgo 
pleading with the government to allow them 
to reopen if people wore masks, ministers 
have been unmoved.

But as temperatures nudged towards 30 de-
grees Celsius last week, an amateur lock-pick-
er admitted that he has been opening parks at 
night to let hard-pressed Parisians sit on the 
grass and smell the roses.

A man calling himself “jose” told the Parisien 
daily that he has been liberating parks in the 
poorer districts of northern and eastern Paris 
in a series of “Batman” style nocturnal actions.

two handwritten posters hanging from the rail-
ings of the Parc de Belleville on Friday said “thank 
you, jose!”, seeming to show that the phantom 
locker picker has generated a following. 

Discontent with the closure of parks has 
been rising since France began to slowly re-
lax its lockdown last month, with the police 
forced to clear the huge open lawns in front 
of Les invalides in central Paris of picnickers 

twice in two days.

Exodus
officers had earlier dispersed hundreds of 

people from the banks of Canal saint-martin.
jose, who claims he only picks locks as a 

hobby and makes an honest living from a 
“normal job”, said: “Paris apartments are very 
small. We are supposed to be coming out of 
lockdown, but everything is closed.”

Almost a quarter of Paris’s population escaped 
the city – often to second homes in the country – 
during the strictest period of the confinement.

But the city’s poor and essential workers 
were stuck in often tiny flats during one of the 
sunniest springs on record.

Hidalgo, who is fighting a re-election cam-
paign, asked the government to treat parks 
like the city’s streets and allow people to “stroll 
through them if they were wearing a mask, 
which should be obligatory”.

But minister of Health olivier Veran said the 
parks should stay shut as long as Paris and its sur-
roundings remain in the “red zone” of infections.

He said the risk of people gathering and not 
respecting social distancing was too great.

But the mayor’s supporters argued that it 
made no sense to allow Parisians to take met-
ros or crowded suburban trains while denying 
them the chance of fresh air. AFP

sneaky simians mob man, 
snatch Covid-19 samples
monkeys mobbed an indian 
health worker and made off with 
coronavirus test blood samples, 
spreading fears that the stealing 
simians could spread the pan-
demic in the local area.

indian authorities often have 
to grapple with primates 
snatching food and even 
mobile phones. 

After making off with the 
three samples earlier this week 

in meerut, near the capital new 
Delhi, the monkeys scampered 
up nearby trees and one then 
tried to chew its plunder.

the sample boxes were later 
recovered and had not been 
damaged, meerut medical col-
lege superintendent Dheeraj 
raj said on Friday, after foot-
age of the encounter went viral 
on social media. 

“they were still intact and we 

don’t think there is any risk of con-
tamination or spread,” said raj.

He added that the three peo-
ple whose samples were stolen 
were retested for the virus.

Coronavirus has been 
detected in animals, though 
there is no confirmation that 
the disease can then be passed 
on to humans.

india’s coronavirus death toll 
passed neighbouring China’s 
on Friday, with 175 new fatali-
ties in 24 hours taking the total 
to 4,706, official data showed.

india, home to some of the 
world’s most packed cities and 
a creaking healthcare system, 
is emerging as a new hotspot 
with record jumps in new cas-
es in recent days.

in many rural areas, farmers 
lose crops to monkey popula-
tions and have demanded local 
governments’ intervention to 
check their populations.

City authorities in new Del-
hi have famously used long-
tailed langur monkeys to fight 
and scare away smaller pri-
mates from around the indian 
Parliament. AFP

A woman reads in the sun at a Paris park, which are now officially open again. AFP

India’s mischievous monkeys are well known for their antics. AFP



FANS returned to Hungarian 
football stadiums over the 
weekend after a two-month 
break due to the coronavirus, a 
first in Europe where other 
leagues have resumed behind 
closed doors.

The Hungarian Football 
Association (MLSZ) on Thurs-
day decided to allow clubs to 
let fans in for the first time since 
March on the condition that 
every second row in stadiums 
remains empty, and that only 
every fourth seat is occupied.

Outside the Diosgyor club 
stadium in the northeastern 
city of Miskolc on Saturday 
before its game with Mezoko-
vesd their supporters said they 
were glad to be back and meet 
fellow fans again.

“We’ll keep the rules as there 
could be closed-doors games 
again if we screw up,” said 
Richard Kovacs, 36.

Some 2,255 spectators 
attended the game, one of six 
to take place in Hungary at the 
weekend, with the stands 
speckled with scattered fans.

“The virus hasn’t disappeared 
so we must keep the distance,” 
said 18-year-old student Csaba 
Gasparics wearing a Diosgyor 
facemask.

“We are only worried if we 
win or lose, not about the epi-
demic,” said Gabor Lengyel, 
41.

Apart from in Budapest 
where Hungary’s biggest club 
Ferencvaros has a large fan 
base, typical crowds are small 

with a nationwide average last 
season of around 3,000.

“We were already maintain-
ing social distancing in the sta-
diums very well,” one web user 
joked after the MLSZ announce-
ment.

Other European countries 
that have relaunched their 
leagues in May, or are about to 
do so, are playing behind closed 
doors.

Hungary, which has a popu-
lation of 9.8 million, has record-
ed 3,876 cases and 526 deaths 
in the coronavirus pandemic 
as of Monday.

Restrictions have gradually 
been eased across the country 
and Budapest fully reopened 
its bars and restaurants on the 
weekend. AFP
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Federer tops list of highest-paid athletes
R

OGER Federer topped the 
2020 Forbes magazine list of 
highest-paid global athletes 
announced on Friday, lead-

ing the line-up for the first time with 
pre-tax earnings of $106.3 million.

The Swiss tennis legend, a men’s 
record 20-time Grand Slam singles 
champion, becomes the first player 
from his sport atop the annual list 
since its 1990 debut, rising from fifth 
last year.

Federer’s haul over the past 12 
months included $100 million from 
appearance fees and endorsement 
deals plus $6.3 million in prize mon-
ey. His previous best showing was 
second in 2013.

“His brand is pristine, which is why 
those that can afford to align with 
him clamour to do so,” university 
of Southern California sports busi-
ness professor David Carter told the 
magazine.

The ongoing coronavirus pandem-
ic that shut down sports worldwide 
caused the first decline since 2016 
in the total income of the world’s 100 
top-paid athletes, a nine per cent dip 
from last year to $3.6 billion. Another 
plunge is expected next year from 
the shutdown.

Portuguese football star Cristiano 
Ronaldo was second on the list at 
$105 million, $60 million in salary 
and $45 million from endorsements, 
with Argentine football hero Lionel 
Messi third on $104 million, $32 mil-
lion of that from sponsorship deals.

Messi and Ronaldo, who have trad-
ed the top spot three of the past four 
years, saw their combined incomes 
dip $28 million from last year due 
to salary cuts when European clubs 
halted play in March.

Brazilian footballer Neymar was 
fourth overall on $95.5 million, $25 
million from endorsements, while 
NBA star LeBron james of the Los 
Angeles Lakers was fifth on $88.2 
million, $60 million of that from en-
dorsements.

NBA star Stephen Curry of the 
Golden State Warriors was sixth on 
$74.4 million with former teammate 
Kevin Durant next on $63.9 million.

Tiger Woods, the reigning Masters 
champion and a 15-time major win-
ner, was eighth on the list and tops 
among golfers at $62.3 million, all 
but $2.3 million from sponsor deals.

Woods topped the Forbes list a 
record 12 times before an infidelity 

scandal helped end his run.
Two NFL quarterbacks rounded out 

the top 10 with Kirk Cousins ninth at 
$60.5 million and Carson Wentz 10th 
on $59.1 million.

The top 100 featured athletes from 
21 nations and 10 sports. More NBA 
players made the list than those from 
any other sport at 35, but 31 NFL 
players made the cut, up from 19 
from last year, and they pulled down 
the most money of any league, aided 
by finishing the season before the 
deadly virus outbreak.

Major League Baseball (MLB), 

whose start to the 2020 campaign 
was postponed by the virus outbreak, 
put only one player on the list after 
15 last year. The lone MLB player was 
Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Clay-
ton Kershaw, who was 57th at $27.3 
million with only $750,000 from en-
dorsements.

Spanish footballer Sergio Ramos, 
the Real Madrid captain, was last 
among the 100 on $21.8 million, in-
cluding $3 million in endorsements.

Two women, tennis stars Naomi 
Osaka of japan and Serena Williams 
of the uS, made the list, the most fe-

males on it since 2016. Osaka ranked 
29th overall on $37.4 million ($34 
million in endorsements), four spots 
ahead of Williams with $36 million 
($32 million in endorsements).

Federer pitchman magic 
Federer, 38, boasts the biggest 

sponsorship line-up among active 
athletes with Moet & Chandon and 
Barilla among those paying from $3 
to $30 million to link him with their 
brands.

Federer, who spent a record 310 
weeks as world number one, reached 

18 of 19 Grand Slam finals from 2005-
2010.

Only Woods has joined Federer in 
making $100 million in sponsor deals 
in a single year.

Federer’s newest deal is with Swiss 
running shoe On, where he is an 
investor, but several sponsors have 
been with him for more than a decade, 
including Rolex, Credit Suisse, Mer-
cedes-Benz and Wilson.

A split with Nike in 2018 opened 
Federer to japanese apparel brand 
uniqlo’s 10-year deal worth $300 mil-
lion. AFP

Hungarian football fans 
return to stadiums as    
virus lockdown eases

Federer’s haul over the past 12 months included $100 million from appearance fees and endorsement deals plus $6.3 million in prize money. AFP

Supporters of DVTK watch the national championship’s football match between DVTK and Mezokovesd in the 
DVTK stadium as the screen reads ‘we are together again’ in Miskolc town. AFP



“THE British sporting recovery 
has begun” the UK govern-
ment proclaimed as it 
approved the return of domes-
tic competitive action behind 
closed doors from Monday.

Major professional competi-
tions have been shut down 
since March because of the 
coronavirus.

But with much of the coun-
try still in effective lockdown, 
Secretary of Culture, Media 
and Sport Oliver Dowden, told 
a Downing Street news confer-
ence on Saturday: “For more 
than two months after sport 
stopped and after weeks of 
round-the-clock discussions 
with medical experts and pro-
fessional sports bodies, I’m 
delighted to announce today 
that the government has pub-
lished guidance which allows 
competitive sport to resume 
behind closed doors from 
Monday at the earliest.”

Horse racing is set to be the 
first major sport back in action 
at Newcastle on Monday, with 
the first Classic meeting of the 
season, featuring the 2,000 Guin-
eas at Newmarket, on June 6.

“The British sporting recov-
ery has begun,” said Dowden.

Saturday’s guidance, drawn 
up with clinicians and govern-
ing bodies, forms the third 
stage of British sport’s return 
from lockdown.

Stage two, which allowed for 
close-contact and competitive 
training for elite athletes, was 
published on May 25.

It will now be up to individ-
ual sports to carry out their 
own risk assessments, with 
Dowden saying they “know 
their sport best”.

As well as ensuring no spec-
tators are present, sports bod-
ies must ensure everyone 
entering a venue is screened for 
the coronavirus and anyone 
suspected of having Covid-19 
must be placed in isolation.

Movement channels will be 
established, while social dis-
tancing must be maintained 
“where possible”, with players 
warned against physical con-
tact celebrations with their 
teammates.

‘Football’s coming back’
Premier League football is 

scheduled to restart on June 17.
Dowden, acknowledging 

football’s “special place in our 
national life”, had previously 
for Premier League matches to 
be shown on free-to-air net-
works if the season resumed.

“I’m glad to confirm today 
that a third of matches to fin-
ish the season will now be free 
to view including the Liver-
pool v Everton derby and live 
Premier League football will 
be on the BBC for the first time 

in its history,” he said.
“I can now make it official – 

football is coming back.”
Confusion surrounds which 

fixtures, if any, will be played at 
neutral venues after different 
police officers gave contrasting 
views as to whether that was 
necessary for matches such as 
the Merseyside derby in order 
to stop fans flouting social dis-
tancing rules by congregating 
outside grounds.

However, Dowden said that 
was a matter for police and 
local authorities.

Professor Jonathan Van-Tam, 
the deputy chief medical offic-
er, added a “crucial” point in 
the choice of any venue would 
be that it could “cope with the 
segregation and the organisa-
tion and the social distancing 
right up until the kick-off 
whistle until the final whistle 
to make that the safest possi-
ble experience for everybody 
there”.

Premier League CEO Rich-
ard Masters said they “wel-
comed” Dowden’s statement, 
adding: “If all goes well, we will 
be thrilled to resume the 2019-
2020 season in just over two 
weeks’ time.”

But racing should be back 
before then, with horses hav-
ing been exercised during 
lockdown.

Delia Bushell, the CEO of the 

Jockey Club, which owns sev-
eral leading British courses, 
including Newmarket, said: 
“Getting back is vital for so 
many livelihoods in our £4 bil-
lion [$5 billion] British racing 
industry, which plays an 
important role in the rural 
economy and in many com-
munities around the UK.”

Monday will also see snook-
er stage its first tournament 
since the pandemic, a Cham-

pionship League event in Mil-
ton Keynes, northwest of Lon-
don, with promoter Barry 
Hearn saying: “This sends out 
a message to the sporting 
world that snooker is at the 
forefront of innovation.”

The England and Wales 
Cricket Board (ECB) on Thurs-
day said there would be no 
domestic matches until August 
1 at the earliest.

But the ECB still hope to 

stage a full international pro-
gramme this season, starting 
with a delayed Test series 
against the West Indies provi-
sionally rescheduled for July.

Concerns have been raised 
that women’s professional 
sport could lag behind in the 
return from lockdown but 
Dowden said: “Visibility mat-
ters, and our daughters deserve 
to see female athletes on the 
main stage.” AFP

Horse racing will be the first major sport back in action with Newcastle’s 2,000 Guineas race on June 6. AFP
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Sport stars call for action after Floyd killing
N

FL commissioner Roger 
Goodell said on Saturday 
there “remains an ur-
gent need for action” as 

violent protests rocked the US after 
the death of an unarmed black man 
in police hands in the midwestern 
state of Minnesota.

George Floyd, 46, died on May 25 
after police officer Derek Chauvin 
pressed his knee to Floyd’s throat for 
several minutes, as Floyd pleaded 
with him to stop. A bystander’s vid-
eo of the encounter has gone viral 
around the world.

Chauvin was fired on Tuesday and 
charged with third-degree murder 
and manslaughter on Friday, but 
outrage over the incident sparked 
protests around the US, many of 
which have erupted into violence.

In a statement on Saturday, Good-
ell said: “The NFL family is greatly 
saddened by the tragic events across 
our country

“The protesters’ reactions to these 
incidents reflect the pain, anger and 
frustration that so many of us feel.”

Goodell offered condolences to 
Floyd’s family as well as the families 
of Breonna Taylor, a black woman 
killed in her own home by police in 
the state of Kentucky, and Ahmaud 
Arbery, a black jogger shot dead by a 
white man in the state of Georgia.

Goodell noted that Arbery’s cousin 
Tracy Walker plays for the NFL’s De-
troit Lions.

“As current events dramatically 
underscore, there remains much 
more to do as a country and as a 
league,” said Goodell.

“These tragedies inform the NFL’s 

commitment and our ongoing ef-
forts. We embrace that responsibil-
ity and are committed to continuing 
the important work to address these 
systemic issues together with our 
players, clubs and partners.”

A number of NFL players are 
among sports figures who have spo-
ken out in the wake of Floyd’s death.

NBA star LeBron James was among 
those who contrasted pictures of 
Chauvin’s knee on Floyd’s neck with 

the kneeling protests of former NFL 
star Colin Kaepernick in 2016.

Kaepernick, who was ostracised 
by the NFL for kneeling during the 
national anthem in protest against 
racial injustice, has launched a fund 
to pay for legal representation for 
protesters who need it.

Miami Dolphins coach Brian 
Flores, who is black and of Honduran 
descent, noted that some who voiced 
vehement opposition to Kaepernick’s 

kneeling protest as disrespectful had 
been silent as black citizens died.

Flores said: “Many people who 
broadcast their opinions on kneel-
ing, or on the hiring of minorities 
don’t seem to have an opinion on 
the recent murders of these young 
black men and women.

“I think many of them quietly say 
that watching George Floyd plead 
for help is one of the more horrible 
things they have seen, but it’s said 

amongst themselves where no one 
can hear.

“Broadcasting that opinion clear-
ly is not important enough,” said 
Flores, who is one of four minority 
head coaches in the NFL.

‘Am I next?’
Floyd’s death sparked outrage across 

the sports world. Two-time Grand 
Slam tennis champion Naomi Osaka 
posted pictures of protests from Min-
neapolis on her Instagram account.

“Just because it isn’t happening to 
you doesn’t mean it isn’t happening 
at all,” wrote Osaka, whose mother is 
Japanese and whose father is Haitian.

In Germany on Saturday, Schalke’s 
US midfielder Weston McKennie 
wore a “Justice for George” armband 
in his team’s 1-0 Bundesliga loss to 
Werder Bremen.

“To be able to use my platform to 
bring attention to a problem that 
has been going on too long feels 
good!!!” tweeted the 21-year-old.

Rising US tennis star Coco Gauff 
applauded Osaka’s Instagram’s post 
on Saturday.

The 16-year-old African American, 
who burst onto the international 
scene with a fourth-round run at 
Wimbledon last year that included 
a triumph over her idol Venus Wil-
liams, had posted her own chilling 
condemnation of Floyd’s death on 
social media on Friday.

In a video she referenced a num-
ber of unarmed black people who 
died in recent years at the hands of 
authorities or white fellow citizens 
in the US.

“Am I next?” Gauff asked. AFP

British government, fans hail nation’s ‘sporting recovery’ 

Former San Francisco 49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick was ostracised for protesting police brutality. GETTY IMAGES/AFP
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