
May Kunmakara

SOUTH Korean-owned SPHP 
(Cambodia) Co Ltd on Tuesday 
received government approval 
to build its massive $231 mil-
lion Stung Pursat I hydroelec-
tric dam in Pursat province.

The dam will be built in 
Veal Veng district’s Pramuoy 
commune and can produce 
80MW.

Victor Jona, a spokesman for 
the Ministry of Mines and 
Energy told The Post that it had 
issued a licence to SPHP to 
conduct a feasibility study on 
the site in 2012.

The study’s results were pos-
itive and the ministry pro-
posed to seek approval from 
the government to allow it to 
accept investments for the 
project.

“This is the first South Kore-
an company that the ministry 
has allowed to invest in a hydro 
dam power generating project 
in Cambodia. With govern-
ment approval, the company 
can start to develop the project, 
which will be completed by 
2023,” he said.

Jona said the company 
already reached an agreement 
with state-owned Electricite 
du Cambodge (EdC) to sell all 
the power generated from the 
dam to the national grid at a
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despite pandemic

THE PHNOM PENH POST 

 National News
Inside     page 3

release of 10,000 
inmates to ‘ease’ 
overcrowding 
natIonal – page 2

real estate in 
Bavet town quiet 
as covid-19 Bites
busIness – page 7

s’pore sets aside 
$23B more to help 
workers, firms
world – page 1o

UN: Don’t let patent rows hamper virus vaccine
THE UN patent agency has hailed the 
push to create a coronavirus vaccine 
and make it globally available but 
warned against allowing copyright rows 
to overshadow and delay the process.

“What we need in the first place 
here is innovation,” said Francis Gur-
ry, the head of the UN’s World Intel-
lectual Property Organisation 
(WIPO), at a virtual briefing.

World Health Organisation (WHO) 
member states last week adopted a 
resolution recognising that extensive 

immunisation against Covid-19 
would be a “global public good”. It 
pushed for any vaccine to be equita-
bly and fairly distributed to all.

Some, including South Africa, are 
calling for any vaccine against the 
novel coronavirus to be patent-free.

But that idea has met with push-
back from pharmaceutical compa-
nies and Washington, which opposes 
any challenge to international intel-
lectual property rights.

Gurry pointed out that “there are pro-

visions in international legal instruments 
and there are provisions in national legal 
instruments which allow access, or intel-
lectual property rights to be overridden 
in certain circumstances”.

The Covid-19 pandemic, which has 
killed over 350,000 people out of the 
more than 5.5 million infected world-
wide, certainly represents such an 
emergency, he said.

But Gurry stressed that for the time 
being, “we don’t have a vaccine”, warn-
ing against removing the incentives in 

place to promote innovation.
“We are in a situation where we are 

desperate for appropriate and good 
innovation. I think we have to use the 
whole of the incentive structure that 
we have developed to encourage 
innovation that will give us the vac-
cine,” he said.

His comments came as WIPO 
launched a new international service 
on Wednesday aimed at reducing the 
risk of seeing new ideas and formulae 
stolen during collaborations online.

The service, called WIPO Proof, 
provides tamper-proof evidence of 
the existence at a point in time of any 
digital file.

It is meant to help protect ideas 
before they are fully-formed enough 
to enjoy intellectual property protec-
tion and to mitigate the risk of future 
legal disputes.

Such a service already exists at the 
national level in a number of coun-
tries, but Gurry said there was a need 
for an international platform. AFP

‘Be vigilant 
on human 
trafficking’
Long Kimmarita

M
INISTER of Inte-
rior Sar Kheng on 
Wednesday urged 
provincial author-

ities along the border to remain 
vigilant against the transporta-
tion of Cambodian migrant 
workers into Thailand.

Speaking during an annual 
meeting of the National Com-
mittee for Counter Trafficking 
(NCCT), he said despite the clo-
sure of the Thai-Cambodian bor-
der, human trafficking has per-
sisted and must be addressed.

“When they [migrant workers] 
reach Thailand without proper 
documentation, it is illegal. The 
people crossing the border are 
committing an illegal act and 
the traffickers, who collude with 
private firms in Thailand, are 
even more to blame.

“I ask all border authorities, 
the Royal Cambodian Armed 
Forces (RCAF), the National 
Police and other relevant of-
ficials to prevent people from 
crossing into Thailand and to 
arrest the traffickers,” he said.

NCCT vice-chair Chou Bun 
Eng also expressed concern 
about human trafficking amid 
the Covid-19 pandemic. She 
said the illegal practice harms 

everyone involved.
“Some of the traffickers have 

been caught by Thai authori-
ties and the migrant workers 
were returned to Cambodia. So 
the workers lose money while 
the traffickers also have to pay 
the price for their actions. 

“Apart from losing time flee-
ing from police, the traffickers 
are also put in quarantine for 
14 days. Some are also injured 
while attempting to escape 
the authorities,” she said.

Bun Eng called on relevant 
authorities to prevent illegal 
border crossings.

She said the pandemic, 
which has taken its toll on the 
economy with those in the 
informal sectors suffering the 
most, could lead to a rise in 
human trafficking.

“During a time when people 
are worried about their liveli-
hoods, they [traffickers] will 
lure them [migrant workers] to 
cross the border because they 
need money for their benefit.

“The broker will find the 
means, and the citizens have to 
make a hard choice as the bro-
kers can be very persuasive. We 
are worried that our citizens 
think this illegal border cross-
ing is the right way to go during 
this critical time,” she said.

Firm gets 
greenlight 
for Pursat 
hydro dam
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Helping hand
a zookeeper carries archibald, the albino kangaroo, past three emus in the background in the skopje 
zoo in australia on tuesday after the country eased lockdown measures. AFP



Khorn Savi

F
OUR Bunong and an 
Adhoc official filed a 
joint lawsuit against 
Keo Seima Wildlife 

Sanctuary head Prum Vibol 
Ratanak at the Mondulkiri 
Provincial Court for failing to 
stop illegal land occupation 
and the buying and selling of 
forest land.

Vibol Ratanak denies the al-
legations against him.

Forest activist Kroeung Tola 
from Adhoc told The Post on 
Wednesday that the lawsuit 
was filed on Tuesday because 
they had obtained letters about 
the transfer of 51ha of land 
between buyers and sellers in 
Sen Monorom commune, in 
Mondulkiri province’s O’Raing 
district. The land belonged to 
the Wildlife Sanctuary.

He said trees had been 
painted and the locations 
were marked in an area 
known as an elephant habi-
tat. When residents reported 
the case to Vibol Ratanak he 
ignored it, the suit claims.

“Hopefully, the court iden-
tifies who is selling the land 
and who allowed its sale. At 
this stage, we filed the law-
suit against Vibol Ratanak 
for him to take responsibil-
ity and testify as to who they 
are,” Tola said.

The lawsuit reads that the 
land had been transferred to 
Seng Areya, 33, who lives in 
Boeung Kak II commune’s 
Village 1, in Phnom Penh’s 
Tuol Kork district.

The lawsuit also names 
two indigenous people living 
in Andong Kroleung village. 

Vibol Ratanak had sum-
moned the two of them to 
thumbprint a contract and 
took their IDs because they 
had grown crops on state 
land, the suit alleges.

But later, their names ap-
peared in the letters of trans-
fer to Areya. “Because they are 
illiterate [and] fearful, they 

put their thumbprints on the 
contract,” the suit alleges.

Vibol Ratanak said he would 
appear in court to clarify the 
matter. He acknowledged 
that there were people spray 
painting trees to grab the 
land. But officials had steadily 
stopped the activity, he said.

“We have tried to crack 

down on [the activity] and 
the signs that we placed were 
removed. Since it is like this, 
we are tired.

“They keep saying that we ig-
nore the crimes but the wildlife 
sanctuary is situated in three 
districts and one town and we 
have only 18 forest rangers,” 
Vibol Ratanak said.
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Long Kimmarita

CLOSE to 10,000 prisoners 
will be freed as part of the 
country’s prison overcrowd-
ing campaign, Minister of In-
terior Sar Kheng announced 
on Wednesday.

The bulk of the inmates 
have mostly served their 
sentences and will continue 
to be monitored by local au-
thorities after their release 
to prevent repeat offences, 
he said.

The minister made his com-
ments on Wednesday during 
an annual meeting of the Na-
tional Committee for Counter 
Trafficking (NCCT).

He said the government had 
been working to tackle over-
crowding in prisons, which 
has aroused concerns on hu-
man rights issues and puts a 
heavy burden on the state to 
spend huge sums of money to 
support inmates.

He said sub-national level 
authorities across the King-
dom will be tasked with 
monitoring the nearly 10,000 
inmates after their release.

“This campaign is very im-
portant and I believe this is 
possible. Those who are in-

carcerated or convicted for 
misdemeanours and have 
nearly completed their sen-
tences are almost certainly 
able to be released, except 
for criminal cases,” Sar 
Kheng said.

He said the government is 
also looking for other ways 
to rehabilitate the prisoners 
to ensure they are going to be 
good citizens after being re-
leased from prison.

Minister of Justice Koeut 
Rith told The Post that all pris-
oners are held accountable 
for their crimes, but that does 
not necessarily mean they are 
sentenced to life in prison.

He said once the prison-
ers had completed their 
sentence, they can get out 
of prison, but the important 
thing is to change their be-
haviour to become good citi-
zens in society.

“We have started this 
[campaign], but not many 
convicts have been released 
yet,” he said. 

Rith said pardoning con-
victs to avoid overcrowding in 
prison is allowed by law if the 
offences are minor. If inmates 
behave well, he said they 
could leave prison early.

Khorn Savi

US AMBASSADOR Patrick 
Murphy met with Minister of 
Interior Sar Kheng on Wednes-
day to discuss bilateral collab-
oration including on issues of 
civil society organisations and 
democracy in Cambodia.

But cybercrime seemed to 
be the prevailing topic at the 
meeting.

Murphy posted on Twitter: 
“Productive meeting with DPM 
Sar Kheng on U.S.-#Cambodia 
law enforcement cooperation 
& over $11M in U.S. aid for ef-
forts to fight #COVID19KH.

“The meeting discussed 
the importance of a vibrant 
civil society and the need for 
all voices to contribute in a 
democracy.”

The interior ministry’s Face-
book page posted that at the 
meeting Sar Kheng expressed 
hope that relations between 
the two countries, especially 
during Murphy’s tenure, will 
continue to grow even further.

Sar Kheng told Murphy at 
the meeting that Cambodia is 
speeding up its draft laws con-
cerning counter-proliferation 
financing and anti-money 
laundering. The two laws are 
vital for Cambodia, according 
to Sar Kheng’s Facebook page. 

He said Murphy expressed 
interest in the draft laws on 
cybercrime and emphasised 
that the US wants to send 
more experts to Cambodia to 
help draft the law.

US Embassy spokeswom-
an Emily Zeeberg told The 
Post on Wednesday that cy-
bercrime is a growing threat 
globally and the US govern-

ment regularly engages with 
governments on cybersecu-
rity issues.

She said an expert from the 
US Department of Justice 
(DoJ) participated in a work-
shop with ministry officials 
in January to discuss Cambo-
dia’s draft cybercrime law.

The DoJ official, she said, 
shared feedback as well as best 
practices to help ensure that the 
law protects online freedoms 
and local innovation, which will 
make Cambodia’s digital econ-
omy attractive to investors.

“The US Embassy has of-
fered to facilitate future en-
gagement with leading US 
technology companies to 
help the government under-
stand how such firms can 
contribute to Cambodia’s cy-
bersecurity efforts as well as 
inform authorities on how 
such laws impact US invest-
ment decisions,” she said.

The Ministry of Interior’s 
Anti-Cybercrime Depart-
ment director Chea Pov said 
the draft law is coming along 
smoothly despite the Covid-
19 outbreak. It is about 70 per 
cent finished and due to be 
completed this year.

He said the US has always 
helped Cambodia in drafting 
the law. And what Murphy men-
tioned at the meeting is that the 
US wanted to send experts from 
its major technology companies 
to help draft it.

“They have helped us since 
a long time ago and they just 
want to add experts. In the past, 
they helped us with terminolo-
gy and they explained the defi-
nitions so we can take Khmer 
words to match it,” he said.

Crowded prisons will 
set free 10,000 inmates 

US and Cambodia 
talk cybersecurity 
ongoing assistance

Sanctuary head sued for not 
stopping forest occupations

Thailand offers Covid-19 funding 
Niem Chheng

THE Royal Embassy of Thailand con-
tributed two million baht ($62,765) to 
Cambodia’s fight against Covid-19 on 
Wednesday, as the countries celebrated 
70 years of diplomatic relations.

The donation was presented by Thai-
land’s Ambassador to Cambodia Pan-
yarak Poolthup to Prime Minister Hun 
Sen at a meeting at the Peace Palace.

In a Facebook post, Hun Sen said Pa-
nyarak ordered Thai businesses in Cam-
bodia to not increase product prices. 
Thai businesses in Cambodia were also 
urged to contribute materials to the 
Kingdom, such as surgical masks. 

The Facebook page also said Hun Sen had 
urged businesses to adhere to measures 
implemented by the Ministry of Health.

Panyarak applauded Hun Sen’s mea-
sures to contain Covid-19 and said they 
were highly effective.

In response, Hun Sen thanked Panyarak  
for contributing to the fight against the 
disease. He said the contribution reflected 
solidarity between Cambodia and Thai-
land as well as between the peoples of the 
two nations. He also placed a high value 
on Thailand’s measures against the virus.

Hun Sen said more than 90,000 Cam-
bodians had returned from Thailand 
and not one tested positive.

The Royal Thai Embassy said: “As a 
friend, Thailand reiterates that we must 
rely on each other, cooperate through-
out this crisis and strengthen our bilat-
eral relations across the board.

“We hope that this humble yet sincere 
support will contribute to the enhance-
ment of Cambodia’s public health capaci-
ty and the mitigation of Covid-19 impacts 
endured by the Cambodian people.”

The embassy said the contribution 
was an addition to the 10,000 locally 
produced RT-PCR test kits that the 
Prime Minister of Thailand offered to 
each ASEAN member country during 
the Special ASEAN Summit on Covid-19 
on April 14.

The embassy said Thailand recently do-
nated over 3,000kg of home-grown rice to 
the King of Cambodia, 250kg to the Mu-

dhita Foundation and 250kg to Samdech 
Bour Kry, the  Supreme Patriarch of the 
Dhammayuttika Nikaya of Cambodia, to 
distribute to those in need.

The Royal Academy of Cambodia’s In-
ternational Relations Institute director, 
Kin Phea, said Thailand and Cambodia 
maintained a healthy relationship.

“Lately, the relationship between Thai-
land, under the leadership of Prime Min-
ister Prayut Chan-o-cha, and Cambodia, 
under the leadership of Prime Minister 
Hun Sen, has been good in all aspects. 
The contribution only improves the re-
lationship,” Phea said.

A lawsuit is moving forward over the alleged illegal sale of 51ha in the Keo Seima Wildlife Sanctuary . facebook

Thailand’s Ambassador to Cambodia presented the donation to Hun Sen. facebook



Gov’t to review 
fraudulent use 
of advertising

THE Ministry of Commerce has 
vowed to act against deceptive 
and fraudulent advertising that 

uses the promise of rewards to lure 
unsuspecting customers.

Rewards-based adverting is grow-
ing globally, but the government is 
concerned that it could be violating 
consumer protection laws.

The General Department of Con-
sumer Protection, Competition and 
Fraud Prevention (CCF) has invited 
advertising companies to discuss 
and clarify the practice in June.

Director-General Phan Oun said 
on Wednesday said he was told 
by Minister of Commerce Pan 
Sorasak to strengthen the imple-
mentation of the law and check all 
cases related to advertisements 
that promise rewards, which can 
be considered fraud.

He said he would invite all 
advertising companies to explain 
their use of the practice. “We can-
not assume that such advertising 
is fraudulent. We need to wait for 
clarification and documents proving 
it first,” he said.

Executive Director of the People 
Centre for Development and Peace 
Yong Kim Eng said it’s regretful that 
the practice of advertisement with 
reward is widespread. 

“The most dangerous advertise-
ment of this kind concern alcohol, 
which should be restricted as such 
advertising is very active in the 
country,” he said. Voun Dara
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Cambodia calls for 
help in drug battle
Voun Dara

aT a Wednesday meeting of the 
signatories to the mekong 
memorandum of Understand-
ing on Drug Control, National 
authority for Combating Drugs 
(NaCD) secretary-general meas 
Virith requested participating 
countries and the UN Office on 
Drugs and Crime (UNODC) to 
seek a solution for the region’s 
burgeoning drug problem.

The meeting was attended 
by Cambodia, China, Burma, 
Lao, Thailand, Vietnam and 
the UNODC.

Virith said during the Covid-
19 crisis, international criminals 
involved with drug trafficking 
have increased their collusion 
with domestic criminals, which 
has resulted in more crime.

He said Cambodia had 
actively joined the sub-region-
al countries and the world in 
making efforts to prevent and 
stop crimes.

“Due to the Covid-19 prob-
lem, we have yet to implement 
the action plan to control 
drugs in the 11th sub-region 

with the assistance of the 
UNODC. We request that our 
meeting discuss finding a 
proper solution to this prob-
lem,” Virith said. 

He said during the Covid-19 
pandemic, regional and global 
collaborations have been 
diluted. [This decline] makes 
international drug criminals 
of organised crime increase 
collusion with domestic drug 
criminals to commit illegal 
offences more actively.

“Such activities have been pos-
ing an obstacle to implementing 
the sub-regional plan prepared 
by the UNODC,” he said.

Last year, Cambodia reported 
10,000 cases of drug offences. It 
held more than 20,000 suspects 
and seized 740kg of drugs.

The NaCD said that on may 
26, the authorities reported 21 
drug-related cases and 
detained 39 suspects.

From January 1 to may 26 it 
reported more than 4,000 drug-
related cases and held nearly 
9,000 suspects from seven 
countries. During that time, 
257kg of drugs was seized.

Meeting of the Mekong MoU signatories on drug control. nacD

Breast milk best for babies
Ry Sochan

a 
NEW report re-
leased by the World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO), UNICEF, and 

the International Baby Food 
action Network (IBFaN) said 
despite efforts to prevent the 
unsafe substitution of breast 
milk with artificial products, 
countries continue to employ 
the practice.

“The Covid-19 pandemic 
highlights the need for stron-
ger legislation to protect fam-
ilies from false claims about 
the safety of breast milk sub-
stitutes or aggressive market-
ing practices,” WHO and UNI-
CEF said in a press release 
published on Wednesday.

“Breast milk saves children’s 
lives as it provides antibodies 
that give babies a healthy boost 
and protects them against 
many childhood illnesses.”

WHO and UNICEF encour-
aged mothers to maintain 
breastfeeding their babies 
during the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, even if they are suspected to 
be infected with the disease.

The most current evidence 
shows it is unlikely that Covid-
19 is transmitted through 
breastfeeding, they said. 

“The numerous benefits of 
breastfeeding substantially 
outweigh the potential risks 
of illness associated with the 
virus. It is not safer to give in-
fants formula milk,” it said.

ministry of Health secretary 
of state and spokeswoman Or 
Vandine could not be reached 
for comment on Wednesday.

However, the ministry 
said in a press release issued 
ahead of World Breastfeeding 
Week last year that breast-
feeding during the first hour 
of a child’s birth can reduce 
the infant mortality rate by 20 
per cent.

It also said that a child who 
receives breast milk in the 
first six months is 11 times 
less likely to suffer from diar-
rhoea and 15 times less likely 
to experience lung infections.

The ministry of Planning’s 
2014 Demography and Health 
Survey indicated that the 
number of breastfed infants 
below six months decreased 
from 73.5 per cent in 2010 to 

65 per cent in 2014.
In a letter marking the sixth 

National Nutrition Day last 
year, Prime minister Hun Sen 
said: “The reasons for this 
can be attributed to a lack of 
knowledge about breastfeed-
ing, the migration of mothers 
to find work, maternity leave 
being too short and particu-
larly the growth of advertise-
ments for [baby formula].

“It [advertising] confuses 
people regarding the merits 
of breastfeeding – no milk 
powder product can replace 
breastfeeding.”

Hun Sen called on those 
involved to firmly apply the 
2005 sub-decree concerning 

infant and baby milk powder 
promotion and advertising.

On april 21, UNICEF Cambo-
dia sent a message to Cambo-
dian mothers on its official Fa-
cebook page saying those with 
Covid-19 can still breastfeed.

Breast milk provides the re-
quired nutritional needs of ba-
bies during their first six months 
of life. The baby does not need 
water during that time.

“For children above six 
months, continue breast-
feeding but encourage them 
to drink and eat during illness 
and provide complimentary 
food after illness to help them 
recover quickly,” the UNICEF 
message said.

Health organisations warn against feeding babies unsafe breast milk substitutions. heng chiVoan

Catching a lift
A group of masked women hitch a ride in Meanchey district’s Chak Angre Leu commune.  hean rangSeY



National
4 THE PHNOM PENH POST  may  28, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Pig driver injures 17, flees
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

S
EVENTEEN workers were in-
jured in a road accident at the 
Baku intersection in Phnom 
Penh’s Dangkor district on 

Wednesday.
The director of Division 2 of a work-

ing group tasked with analysing acci-
dents, Chea Phirun, told The Post from 
the scene that, according to measure-
ments and witnesses’ testimony, the 
accident was caused by the driver of 
a lorry transporting pigs.

He said the driver was not driving 
carefully and hit a lorry transporting 
workers at the traffic light.

Phirun said before police arrived 
at the scene, the offending driver 
fled. Both lorries were taken to the 
Phnom Penh Traffic Police Office.

The victims were taken to Chey 
Chumneas Hospital and Sok Leap 
metrey Polyclinic in Takhmao town, 
Kandal province.

“at this time, police are searching 
for the driver or owner of the offend-
ing lorry through the licence plate,” 
he said.

National Social Security Fund 
(NSSF) spokesman Heng Sophanarith 
told The Post that after he learned of 
the accident, the NSSF team imme-
diately organised the transportation 
of the injured workers to the nearest 
hospital for treatment.

Seven workers were seriously in-
jured and 10 suffered minor injuries.

“Generally all workers are required 
to undergo medical checkups or 
treatment at hospitals, health cen-
tres or clinics in NSSF’s network.

“But in instances like this, they 
need to be taken to the nearest hos-
pital for treatment. Saving their lives 
is the most important thing,” he 
said.

Sophanarith said the victims are 
employed by Sky Hill apparel Co 
Ltd, which is located in Prey Sar 
commune’s anlong Kong village in 
Phnom Penh’s Dangkor district. 

an administrative assistant of the 
company, Hem Rika, told The Post 
that the accident affected the facto-
ry’s production line because the vic-
tims were unable to return to work.

Rika called on the authorities to 
accelerate the search for the driver 
or the owner of the pig-transporting 
lorry to deal with the workers’ com-
pensation and the other driver, who 
is associated with the factory.

Kim Sarom

THE Supreme Court on Wednesday 
ruled in favour of former Radio Free 
asia (RFa) reporter Uon Chhin by 
returning his identification card but 
rejected the appeal of his colleague 
yeang Sothearin whose passport has 
been withheld by the lower court.

The pair was arrested in Phnom 
Penh in November 2017 and later 
charged by the Phnom Penh mu-
nicipal Court with “providing foreign 
states with sensitive information that 
undermines national defence” under 
article 444 of the Criminal Code.

They were released on bail in august 
2018 but barred from changing their 
addresses or leaving the country.

In October last year, the court or-
dered further investigations into 
their case, citing a lack of evidence.

at the hearing on Wednesday, pre-

siding Judge Nil Nonn said the deci-
sions were made after considering 
the arguments of the defence lawyer 
and his clients, and the prosecutor 
general.

“yeang Sothearin’s passport is with-
held to prevent him from leaving the 
country, which could affect national 
security,” he said.

Defence lawyer Som Chamroeun 
told The Post outside the courtroom 
on Wednesday that he and his clients 
were disappointed with the deci-
sions.

“It places less value on their free-
dom, which is guaranteed by the 
Constitution,” he said.

He said the decisions are unjusti-
fied unless his clients are placed under 
court supervision. He said the with-
holding of their documentation would 
not aid the court investigation or fact-
finding in their ongoing case.

Court rules in favour 
of one RFa journalist 

The two Radio Free Asia reporters were arrested in Phnom Penh in 2017 and charged 
with providing sensitive information to foreign states. hong menea 

Two lorries collided in Phnom Penh’s Dangkor district on Wednesday leaving 17 workers injured. supplied



The 1,200-page book looks at the temple’s staying power. michael Falser

Niem Chheng

PROFESSOR Michael Falser from the 
Institute of European Art History at 
Heidelberg University in Germany 
published a history of Angkor Wat 
earlier this year titled Angkor Wat: A 
Transcultural History of Heritage. 

The intention of the 1,200-page 
book, according to Falser, is to shed 
light on the various iterations of the 
temple throughout a complicated 
modern history. 

The book has two volumes, Angkor 
Wat in France: from plaster casts to 
exhibition in pavilions; and Angkor 
Wat in Cambodia: from jungle to glo-
bal icon.

He told The Post that the book 
intends to analyse the modern period 
of Angkor Wat as a “global icon of cul-
tural heritage”, a period that spans 
150 years from the 19th to 21st cen-
turies and which unfolded as an 
entangled and shared history 
between Europe and Asia.

Angkor in France reconceptualises 
the French-colonial discovery of the 
temple in the 19th century until its 

replica exhibitions in Marseille and 
Paris from 1867 to 1937.

Angkor Wat in Cambodia covers the 
various on-site restoration efforts inside 
the Angkor Archaeological Park from 
1907 until 1970 and other important 
historical time frames until today. 

The book contains more than 1,400 
black-and-white and colour illustra-
tions of historic photographs, archi-
tectural plans and media clips cover-
ing the multiple lives of Angkor Wat 
over the 150-year-long period from 
the 1860s to the 2010s.  

Falser said he was trained as a pres-
ervation architect and architectural 
historian. He spent 10 years research-
ing the book as a project leader with 
the Cluster of Excellence “Asia and 
Europe in a Global Context”, a research 
project at Heidelberg University. 

While he was studying art history 
and architecture, he visited Cambo-
dia and Angkor for the first time in 
the late 1990s when the Kingdom was 
recovering from civil war.

“I instantly fell in love with Cam-
bodia, its charming people and 
impressive cultural heritage. How-

ever, I also saw that the dramatic 
history of the 19th and 20th centu-
ries which affected Angkor as a site 
of religious veneration and cultural 
heritage until today,” he said. 

Falser said everyone knows today 
some bits and pieces of the French-
colonial history such as the exagger-
ated story of the French “discovery of 
Angkor Wat in the jungle”. 

“It is astonishing that this 150-year-
long story on how the site gradually 
mutated into a truly global icon of 
cultural heritage was never system-
atically written down. It is this book 
that presents this story for the first 
time in all its depth.

“I hope that people, most important-
ly the younger Cambodian generation 
– but also international tourists from 
Tokyo to San Francisco – will see Angkor 
Wat differently after reading my book.

“Yes, this architecture is undoubt-
edly a great masterpiece of Hindu and 
Buddhist architecture from the 12th 
century to the 15th century,” he said.

He said the temple was also an aes-
thetic and physical product of herit-
age in the 19th and 21st centuries.

Separate 
lightning 
strikes kill 
two men  
in K Thom

TWO men were killed 
by lightning strikes at 
two separate locations 

in Kampong Svay district, 
Kampong Thom province on 
Tuesday.

Kampong Svay district 
police chief Khen Chhunkor 
on Wednesday identified the 
first victim as Seng Vath, 
64, from Mor village, Chey 
commune, Kampong Svay 
district. The lightning struck 
him in a paddy field in the 
village when he was herding 
his cows home in the rain.

He said about two hours 
later another strike killed 
Bien Him, 33, in Trach vil-
lage, Tbeng commune when 
he was also herding cattle 
about 20m from his home.

“We cannot blame the vic-
tims for being careless. They 
are farmers who mostly do 
farm work and raise animals 
in the field,” Chunkor said, 
adding that it is hard to ad-
vise people not to carry out 
farm work or herd animals 
even when lightning has 
killed farmers.  

National Committee for Di-
saster Management adviser 
Keo Vy said the two deaths 
in Kampong Thom have 
brought the death toll from 
lightning strikes to 14 in the 
first five months of the year.

Nine others have been in-
jured and 20 cattle killed. The 
numbers are down from last 
year when 46 people were 
killed and 44 injured, he said.

Vy said people should 
be cautious. The Ministry 
of Water Resources and 
Meteorology on Monday 
forecast that lightning and 
strong winds would continue 
from Wednesday to June 2 
in addition to scattered rain. 
Khouth sophaK chaKrya
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Kampong Thom short of 10,000 
workers because of mass migration
Soth Koemsoeun

K
AMPONG Thom pro-
vincial governor Sok 
Lou said on Wednes-
day that his province 

is facing a shortage of more 
than 10,000 workers due to 
mass migrations.

Lou noted that the shortage 
creates a problem because 
27 companies are currently 
investing in 110,000ha of eco-
nomic land concessions for 
agriculture.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence organised by the Royal 
Government Spokesperson 
Unit on provincial progress 
and work plans, he said Kam-
pong Thom has over 290,000ha 
for rice cultivation.

“We have a lot of jobs that 
require labour for 27 econom-
ic land concession companies, 
of which seven are foreign 
firms. They need more than 
10,000 additional workers.

“The economic conces-
sion has benefited the whole 
province of Kampong Thom, 
but we have no more land 
available for the companies 
because the government has 
stopped providing the con-
cessions,” Lou said. 

He said concession lands 
in the province include tens 
of thousands of hectares of 
rubber plantations, which re-
quire 6,000 workers.

Provincial Department of 
Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries director Pen Van-
narith clarified at the press 
conference that there are 
over 700,000ha of rubber 
plantations in the province, 
610,000ha of which are com-
pany-owned and the remain-
ing 90,000ha family-owned.

Vannarith said 400,000ha 
are being used by compa-
nies to harvest resin while 
50,000ha are for families to 

harvest. He said 6,000 more 
workers are needed to work 
the company-owned land.

Kampong Thom currently has 
four rubber processing plants, 
with seven more planned.

Vannarith said the agri-
culture sector in Kampong 
Thom province has improved 
year-to-year, but there are ob-
stacles, such as the lack of an 

irrigation system. In addition, 
market demand is falling for 
agriculture products.

“In Kampong Thom, we 
have great potential in ag-
riculture. We would benefit 
from more companies in-
vesting because we have the 
ability to produce cashew 
nuts, rubber, corn, beans and 
cassava, among other crops,” 

Vannarith said.
He noted that Kampong 

Thom is located in the centre 
of Cambodia, which makes it 
easy to quickly ship goods to 
other provinces. 

According to Vannarith, 
Kampong Thom has 261 ir-
rigation systems. They have 
helped 67 new farms irrigate 
over 130,000ha of paddy dur-

ing the rainy season and more 
than 20,000ha during the dry 
season.

He said the main sources of 
water for the crops include the 
Sen River, which covers 265km 
in the province, Stoung River, 
which covers 153km, Taing 
Krasaing River, which covers 
103km and Chinit River, which 
covers 293km.

Kampong Thom provincial governor Sok Lou says that his province is facing a severe labour shortage. spoKesperson unit

German author sheds new light 
on recent history of Angkor Wat
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cost of 0.7 US cents per kWh.
“This is the second hydro 

dam project in the province, 
with the first being the atai 
hydro dam which produces 
120mW,” he said, adding that 
the province also has two solar 
projects capable of producing 
60mW each being developed 
by two companies.

Provincial governor mao 
Thorin said at a press confer-
ence last monday that SPHP 
is currently developing the 
site by clearing land and 
building infrastructure. 

In 2019, Cambodia produced 
11,261GWh of electricity, up 21 
per cent from 2018’s 9,427GWh, 
a ministry report said. 

The country sold about 
10,885GWh to more than 1.1 
million consumers last year.

The government also recent-
ly approved two coal-fired 
power plant projects and a 
transmission line worth near-
ly $1.7 billion. From 2006 to 
2019, the government attract-
ed more than $6 billion in elec-
tricity investment.

Hydro dam 
will help in 
electricity 
ambitions

Thou Vireak 

THE ministry of Commerce has 
signed a memorandum of Un-
derstanding (moU) with KCCV 
Plantation Co Ltd to promote 
the development of a secure 
agri-food product value chain. 

ministry secretary of state Pao 
Hengdara said on Tuesday at 
the signing ceremony that the 
moU will address challenges in 
Cambodia’s vegetable market.

“The moU will promote mar-
kets for smallholder farmers 
and supermarkets, and im-
prove the agri-food products 
value chain. In particular, it 
will facilitate vegetable pro-
duction groups by supporting 
vegetable production schemes 
and market connectivity.”

He added that the signing 
of the agreement is focused 
on the accelerating Inclusive 
markets for Smallholders 
(aImS) joint project between 
the government and the In-
ternational Fund for agricul-
tural Development (IFaD).

The ministry, which is leading 
the project, compiled a secure 
vegetable farmer network in 18 
target provinces to connect the 
market and facilitate partner-
ships with the private sector to 
promote productivity and prof-
itability in the vegetable sector.

“The project will focus on 
five commodity value chains 
– vegetables, chicken, fragrant 
milled rice, cassava and silk. In 
addition, the project will facili-
tate multilateral forums involv-
ing members of the vegetable 
value chain to address chal-
lenges in this sector such as 
farming techniques, financial 
and business planning, irriga-
tion, credit and marketing.”

KCCV Plantation general 
manager Neth angkea told 
The Post that the signing of the 
moU will authorise his compa-
ny to buy fish and meat prod-
ucts from small-scale farmers 
to sell in the company’s super-
market, Safe Food market.

The market, which covers 
3,700sqm in Phnom Penh’s Chroy 
Changvar district, is set to offi-
cially open on June 11, he said.

“We will buy vegetables, fish 
and meat from farmers of this 
project to sell at our market. 
We will buy 20kg of vegetables 
from farmers as a first step 
while we negotiate how many 
kilogrammes of meat we will 
need,” he added.

The project, which started in 
2017, will expire in 2023. It has 
$45 million in capital, of which 
IFaD funded $36.25 million 
and the government funded 
$8.68 million.

ministry signs moU to 
boost agri-food sector

aRDB teams 
up with Wing 
to streamline 
transactions
Thou Vireak

T
HE state-owned ag-
riculture and Rural 
Development Bank 
(aRDB) signed an 

agreement with Wing (Cam-
bodia) Limited Specialised 
Bank, a leading mobile bank-
ing service provider in Cam-
bodia, to streamline custom-
er transactions.

The move is in response to 
an increase in credit loans 
from the government’s $50 
million special financing 
scheme, aRDB CEO Kao 
Thach told a press conference 
on Wednesday.

The agreement will smooth-
en the payment process for 
principal and interest and 
will make it easier for cus-
tomers to carry out transac-
tions safely, quickly and at a 
reduced cost, he said.

“Our goal is for interest and 

principal to be paid through 
Wing and then payments 
transferred to aRDB,” he said. 
“It is a convenience for our 
clients not to come to the 
headquarters.”

Wing CEO manu Rajan said 
the agreement is a joint effort 
to provide financial products 
and services to small- and 
medium-sized enterprises 
(SmEs) in Cambodia’s agri-
business sector. 

“We are extremely delight-
ed that Wing has entered into 
this agreement with aRDB to 
begin a new partnership that 
will go a long way in driving fi-
nancial inclusion and provide 
easy access to loan services to 
every SmE and agribusiness 
in Cambodia,” he said. 

He said aRDB customers 
will be able to make loan re-
payments at any of the 7,500 
Wing Cash Xpress centres 
across the country saving 

them time and money that 
would otherwise have been 
spent travelling. 

“We believe that our part-
nership today will let us serve 
the diverse money transfer 
and loan repayment needs 
of the hundreds of SmEs and 
agribusinesses in Cambodia 
conveniently, safely and se-
curely,” said Rajan.

aRDB has also signed a mem-
orandum of Understanding 
(moU) with Cambodia Inves-
tors Corporation Plc to provide 
debt guarantee cooperation for 
SmEs and other borrowers. 

“The company will assist 
SmEs that lack collateral, pro-
vide more credit for business 
expansion and increase the 
relationships between SmEs 

and lenders for credit assess-
ment,” said Thach.

aRDB has received applica-
tions for loans from 232 SmEs 
of Special Financing Projects 
as of Wednesday for around 
$25 million, of which aRDB 
had already approved $2.4 
million mostly for fish, poul-
try and vegetable farmers, 
said Thach.

ARDB CEO Kao Thach (right) and Wing CEO Manu Rajan said their new partnership will go a long way in driving 
financial inclusion and provide easy access to loan services to SMEs and agribusiness firms. HONG MENEA

RICH nations have used 
banks and development pro-
grammes to funnel at least 
$77 billion in each of the last 
three years to oil and gas 
projects despite their com-
mitment under the 2015 Par-
is accord to slash greenhouse 
gas emissions, a new analysis 
showed on Wednesday. 

Despite committing to lim-
it global temperature rises 
to “well below” two degrees 
Celsius under the Paris deal, 
Group of 20 (G20) countries 
are still providing three times 
as much money each year to 
fossil fuel projects as they are 
to clean energy, said a report 
by the watchdog Oil Change 
International.

They finance existing and 
new energy projects through 
credit export agencies, which 
provide government-backed 
loans and guarantees to 
corporations, and through 
international development 
programmes.

This makes the money trail 
harder to track than taxpayer 
subsidies – which separately 
amount to around $80 bil-
lion per year.

authors of the report, which 
was endorsed by more than 30 
environmental groups, said it 
was crucial that governments 
end the practice of propping 
up oil and gas in their post-

Covid-19 economic stimuli. 
“G20 countries continue to 

subsidise the fossil fuel in-
dustry even as it makes bad 
business decisions that hurt 
people and the planet,” said 
Kate Deangelis, senior in-
ternational policy analyst at 
Friends of the Earth US.

“Our planet is hurtling 
towards climate catastro-
phe and these countries are 
pouring gasoline on to the 
fire to the tune of billions.”

The analysis showed that 
China, Japan, Canada and 
South Korea were the worst 
offenders, using credit agen-
cies and development banks 
to funnel more than $50 bil-
lion to fossil fuels each year.

To meet the more ambi-

tious goal of the Paris deal – a 
1.5C temperature rise cap – 
the UN says emissions from 
energy must fall 7.6 per cent 
each year through 2030. 

a study last week in the sci-
entific journal Nature Climate 
Change said the coronavirus 
pandemic was likely to see 
emissions fall seven per cent 
this year – the largest annual 
drop since World War II.

The authors of that study 
warned however that the drop 
in emissions was likely to be 
temporary, absent “structural 
changes in the economic, 
transport or energy systems”.

Using data from the Inter-
governmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change and the Rystad 
Energy database, Oil Change 

calculated that the emissions 
potential from existing energy 
projects would vastly surpass 
the carbon “budget” for 1.5C.

‘Terminal decline’
as governments ready eco-

nomic recovery plans, mem-
bers of the oil and gas industry 
have called for handouts to 
help power their comeback.

“you can tell governments 
feel pressure to not do bail-
outs in a really obvious way 
and so we are seeing a lot 
of support for the fossil fuel 
industry in much sneakier 
ways,” Bronwen Tucker, re-
search analyst at Oil Change 
International and lead report 
author, told aFP.

“It’s much harder to raise 
the alarm to the public which 
is extremely concerned about 
this issue, especially during a 
pandemic.”

Tucker said larger energy 
majors were taking advan-
tage of the economic crisis, 
buying up smaller oil and gas 
firms and consolidating their 
market share.

“Depending on the po-
litical winds there are lots of 
ways this could end up a less 
equal place,” she said.

“It’s an industry in system-
ic decline but that ride to the 
bottom is definitely not yet 
determined.” AFP

Rich nations have used banks and development programmes to funnel 
at least $77 billion in each of the last three years to oil and gas projects. AFP
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Real estate in Bavet town quiet 
as Covid bites, casinos closed
Hin Pisei

W
ith the ongo-
ing coronavi-
rus pandemic, 
coupled with an 

online gambling ban that went 
into effect on January 1, growth 
in the casino hotspot of Bavet 
town in Svay Rieng province 
has slowed down to a crawl.

Bavet is the provincial capi-
tal of Svay Rieng and shares 
a border with Vietnam’s tay 
Ninh and Long an provinces 
– also known by their respec-
tive Khmer names Rong Dam-
rei and Kampong Ko.

it comprises five communes 
– Bati, Bavet, Chrak m’tes, 
Prasat, Prey angkunh – that 
are further divided into 35 
administrative villages, and 
has emerged as a centre for 
development projects such 
as casinos, hotels, restaurants 
and special economic zones.

But on march 18, Vietnam 
suspended the entry of all 
foreigners into the country to 
curb the spread of Covid-19, 
which has severely limited 
the flow of people and goods 
across the border.

Kim heang, regional oper-
ating principal of Keller Wil-
liams (KW) Cambodia, who 
hails from Bavet, told The Post 
on Wednesday that the town’s 
real estate market has reached 
a stagnant stage, especially the 
high-end property segment.

he said the real estate mar-
ket thrives in tandem with hu-
man activity – when there are 
no people passing through 
and staying, the market is ad-
versely affected.

“there are no high-end real 
estate transactions at this 
time. the real estate market 
in Bavet now is not in good 
shape,” said heang.

the lower-end of the mar-

ket is doing better, he said, 
noting that transactions of 
houses and small plots of 
land were still muted. 

adding a note of optimism, 
heang pointed out that the 
market would rebound once 
the Covid-19 outbreak begins 
to slow down, but that its re-
covery will be stifled if the 
government does not lift its 
online casino ban.

the Vietnamese side plans 
to open the border from July 
1, he said.

Real estate investment 
agency Khmer Foundation 
appraisals Co Ltd president 
and CEO Noun Rithy noted 
that the market’s gradual de-
cline began in august, follow-
ing a directive signed by Prime 

minister hun Sen which 
stopped the government from 
issuing licences for internet 
gambling operations.

as silence hangs thick in the 
air in Bavet, he said, property 
prices have taken a 20 to 30 
per cent plunge compared to 
the same period last year.

“however, the decline at 
this time will reverse once 
Covid-19 disappears.

“as Cambodia is central to 
the aSEaN connectivity plan 
and Bavet is a key cross-bor-
der checkpoint, i am confi-
dent that the real estate sec-
tor there will recover soon,” 
said Rithy. 

he added that political sta-
bility, the improvement of the 
investment policy, a young 

labour force and a rising skills 
level will attract more foreign 
investors to all sectors, which 
will further nourish the real 
estate boom in the Kingdom.

the government’s decision 
to ban all types of online gam-
bling businesses in Cambodia 
aims to strengthen the na-
tional economy, without re-
lying on the online gambling 
industry, which would put 
the Kingdom at greater risk 
of national security threats, 
money laundering and ter-
rorism financing.

KW Cambodia’s heang es-
timated that land will sell for 
around $500 per sqm in Bavet’s 
central business district post-
recovery, and $150 per sqm in 
residential areas.

Bavet is the provincial capital of Svay Rieng and shares a border with Vietnam’s Tay Ninh and Long An 
provinces – also known by their respective Khmer names Rong Damrei and Kampong Ko. AFP

VN realty gears up for post-virus race

Balance of supply and 
demand maintains 
thai housing market

ViEtNamESE property firms 
are gearing up to tap opportu-
nities from the post-pandem-
ic recovery of the real estate 
market, which was predicted 
to soon get back on its feet.

the real estate market has 
been frozen since the begin-
ning of this year due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

the ministry of Construction’s 
statistics showed that about 80 
per cent of real estate sale agents 
were closed or temporarily 
halted operations in the first 
quarter of this year while the 
remainder maintained opera-
tions at a modest level.

the number of new real 
estate firms founded in the 
quarter also dropped by 12 per 
cent while of those who tem-
porarily halted operation 
increased by 94 per cent.

transactions also slumped in 
the quarter, equivalent to 40 per 
cent of the same period last year. 
Only 14 per cent of property 
products available in the market 

in the quarter were sold, the low-
est level in the past four years.

however, industry insiders 
believed that the impacts 
would only be short term and 
the market would be robust in 
the next two years.

Nguyen Quoc Bao, deputy 
director of real estate firm Danh 
Khoi Group, said the real estate 
market was undergoing a puri-
fication process, pushed by the 
Covid-19 pandemic, to prepare 
for a new growth cycle. 

this would be a difficult time 
for companies of weak capac-
ity, but for those with strong 
financial capacity and profes-
sional operation, obstacles 
like the Covid-19 pandemic 
would only be short term. the 
pandemic even created oppor-
tunities, he said.

Danh Viet Group chairman 
tran Le thanh hien said the 
difficulties of the real estate 
market were just temporary, 
adding that in the long term, 
the market had significant 

potential for development.
it was time for real estate 

companies to expand land 
banks, especially those with 
strong financial capacity.

Pham Lam, chairman of real 
estate services firm DKRa Viet-
nam JSC, said the market 
would see increasing competi-
tion in the post-pandemic 
period with the participation 
of diversified developers, from 
giants to start-ups, which 
would create a robust picture 
in 2020-2021.

asian holding Real Estate JSC 
director-general Nguyen Van 
hau said real estate firms must 
improve resilience and flexibil-
ity to cope with market shocks.

although there were difficulties, 
the market saw positive signs, 
hau said. the State Bank of Viet-
nam’s move to cut rates would 
support the property market.

Su Ngoc Khuong, director of 
Savills Vietnam Co Ltd, the 
Vietnamese unit of the UK-
based real estate services pro-

vider, said the pandemic had 
negative impacts not only on 
the real estate market but also 
on more than 50 relevant 
industries, including construc-
tion, building materials, labour 
and financial markets.

however, he said, Vietnam’s 
real estate market still had a 
number of advantages and 
was attractive to investors, 
given the population of nearly 
100 million people, 55 per cent 
aged between 25 and 40 who 
had high housing demand and 
strong purchasing power, 
together with the country’s 
stable economic growth, 
improved transport infrastruc-
ture and rapid urbanisation.

the government’s efforts in 
hastening administrative 
reforms and speeding up dis-
bursement of public invest-
ment were expected to create 
impetus for economic growth 
which would benefit the real 
estate market, said Khuong. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

thE Covid-19 crisis has 
impacted thailand’s housing 
market in the first quarter of 
this year not only in invest-
ments but also sale of housing, 
said Vichai Viratkapan, bank 
inspector and Real Estate 
information Centre (REiC) 
head at Government housing 
Bank – a state enterprise 
reporting to the ministry of 
Finance.

however, he said, the slow-
ing of demand and supply has 
balanced the market, reducing 
the risk of problems from 
excess supply.

in the first quarter, 89,024 
units of ownership were trans-
ferred nationwide, down 16.7 
per cent from the fourth quar-
ter of last year, but up 2.5 per 
cent year-on-year, with total 
value of 210 billion baht ($6.6 
billion).

house ownership transfer in 
the Bangkok metropolitan 
area in the first quarter was 
45,678 units, down 18.3 per 
cent quarter-on-quarter and 
4.4 per cent year-on-year. the 
value of house ownership 
transfer was 129.406 billion 
baht, down 24.4 per cent quar-
ter-on-quarter and 2.7 per 
cent year-on-year.

the housing ownership 
transfer value in the region in 
the first quarter totalled 43,346 
units, down 14.9 per cent 
quarter-on-quarter but up 
10.9 per cent year-on-year. 
the value of ownership trans-
fers was 80.888 billion baht, 
down 13.5 per cent quarter-
on-quarter but up 25.0 per 
cent year-on-year.

the REiC expects that 
there will be 311,719 units of 
ownership transfers nation-
wide this year, down 16.7 per 
cent from last year. the total 
value of ownership transfer 
will be 746.206 billion baht, 
down 14.8 per cent year-on-
year.

the Bangkok-metropolitan 
area will have 160,350 units of 
residential units, a decrease of 
19.1 per cent year-on-year, 
with a total transfer value of 
472.401 billion baht, down 
17.4 per cent in value year-on-
year. total regional units will 
be 151,369, with the total value 
of transfer at 273.805 billion 
baht, down 14 per cent and 9.9 
per cent year-on-year respec-
tively.

New individual housing loans 
the total value of individu-

al housing loans was 138.238 
billion baht in the first quar-
ter, down 13 per cent year-on-
year. the REiC expects that 
the total number of new hous-
ing loans for individuals 
nationwide will be 571.196 
billion baht by year’s end, 
down 10.8 per cent year-on-
year.

New housing supply during 
the quarter showed that 
60,165 units of residential 
building permits were issued 
nationwide, down 17.9 per 
cent quarter-on-quarter and 
27.7 per cent lower year-on-
year.

the number of residential 
construction permits in the 
Bangkok-metropolitan region 
was 20,590 units, a decrease of 
18.6 per cent quarter-on-quar-
ter and 36.5 per cent lower 
year-on-year.

as for regional housing sup-
ply, 39,575 units of residential 
building permits were issued, 
down 27.8 per cent quarter-
on-quarter and 30.9 per cent 
lower year-on-year.

the REiC estimates that 
256,601 units of residential 
buildings permits will be 
issued nationwide this year, 
down 16.5 per cent from last 
year.

in the Bangkok-metropoli-
tan region, there will be 97,441 
units of residential building 
permits, down 20.7 per cent 
compared to last year. in the 
regions, it is expected that 
154,160 units of residential 
building permits will be issued, 
down 22.7 per cent year-on-
year.

a survey of new residential 
projects for sale found that 
there were 15,932 units of all 
types of new homes for sale in 
the Bangkok-metropolitan 
region during the first quarter, 
down 49.3 per cent quarter-
on-quarter and down 29.6 per 
cent year-on-year.

it is estimated that by the 
end of this year, in the Bang-
kok-metropolitan region alone 
there will be 79,408 units of 
new housing for sale of all 
types, consisting of 35,734 
units of newly-launched hous-
ing projects and 43,674 units 
of newly-opened condomini-
ums, down 19.9 per cent year-
on-year.

meanwhile, the number of 
completed housing projects 
registered in the Bangkok-
metropolitan region in the 
quarter also decreased with 
only 21,260 units registered, 
down 24.7 per cent quarter-
on-quarter and down 12.3 per 
cent year-on-year.

it is expected that by year’s 
end there will be approximate-
ly 80,563 units of registered 
completed housing units, 
down 27.8 per cent compared 
to last year.

Housing market in 2020
the REiC expects that this 

year, despite the country’s 
overall economic slowdown, 
the housing market will not 
face the severe problems it did 
in 1998, due to adjustment in 
both demand and supply.

in addition, the “New Nor-
mal” trend in the housing mar-
ket points to consumers being 
more interested in living in a 
house than a condominium. 
But, due to their tight budget, 
customers have to choose 
housing at a price that is with-
in their ability to pay by instal-
ments.

the REiC expects that in the 
fourth quarter, those with 
income stability, such as civil 
servants and those with regu-
lar salary, will return to buy 
housing. THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK
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Apartment for rent
Located west of Independence 
Monument, 2 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen, lots of sunlight.
Price: $1,200/month

Apartment for rent
Located at North West of Russian 
Market, 1, 2 and 3 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen and balcony. 
Price: $700, $900 and $1800/m

Apartment for rent
Located near Russian Market, 
2 bedrooms, open living room, 
fully furnished, nice kitchen, lots 
of sunlight, nice balcony. 
Price: $1,200/month

Renovated apartment for rent 
Located: Near Royal Palace
2 bedrooms, well renovated, 
Fully furnished, good security, 
many facilities around.  
Price: $750/month

Garden Villa for rent in BKK1
2 floors, 5 bedrooms, big living 
room, fully furnished, spacious 
kitchen, large balcony, good for 
residence or office.
Price: $7,000/month

Villa for rent in North Bridge 
Very big garden, 5 bedrooms, 
large living room, fully furnished, 
western kitchen, big balcony, 
very safe and quiet.
Price: $3,500/month 

Villa for rent 
Located in Boeung Prolit, 7 
Makara, 6 bedrooms, living room, 
kitchen, many facilities around, 
safe and quiet.
Price: $5,000/month

Modern villa for rent 
In Grand Phnom Penh, 5 bed-
rooms, large living room, modern 
design, fully furnished, modern 
kitchen, big balcony.
Price: $1,700/month

Villa for rent in Bassac Garden City
2 floors, 4 bedrooms, large living 
room, fully furnished, modern 
kitchen, big balcony,  
safe and quiet.
Price: $3,500/month

Villa for rent next to BBK1
7 bedrooms, large living room, 
partially furnished, big balcony, 
some trees, very safe 
and quiet. 
Price: $3,000/month

Office space for rent
On main street, size from 
200sqm to 400sqm, 7 floors,  
2 lifts, parking, open space,  
very safe.
Price: $14/sqm 

Office space for rent 
Located west of Olympic 
Stadium, size from 840sqm to 
500sqm, 2nd floor, 2 lifts, park-
ing, open space, very safe.
Price: $16/sqm 

Shop House for rent near AEON 2
Located in The Premier Land  
borey near AEON 2 in Sen Sok, 
6 bedrooms, good for office  
and  business.
Price: $1,500/month

Shophouse for rent 
Located in Borey Peng Hout The 
Star Diamond, Road 60m 
Land size:4.5m x 20m 
House size: 4.5m x 12m, 
Price: $1,200/month

APARtMENt fOR RENt/SAlE VillA fOR RENt OffiCE SPACE /SHOPHOuSE fOR RENt

#113 Mao Tse Toung Blvd, No 2FD1
Phone: (+855) 95 955 777
Email: info@c21mekong.com.kh
www.c21mekong.com.kh
facebook.com/C21Mekong

Deluxe single villa 
Location: Borey Bassac Garden 
City, Tonle Bassac.
Land size: 14 x 21.5m 
House size: 10m x 12m 
Price: $1,500,000 (Negotiable)

Villa for rent at BKK1 
Location: Boeung Keng Kang 1, 
Chamkamorn, 
House size: 12m x 21m
Land size: 18m x 30m
Price: $4,500/month

Villa lC2 for sale 
Location: Borey Peng Huoth The 
Star Natural, Street 371
House size: 5.1m x 7.2m
Land size: 5.1m x 15m
Price: $150,000 (Negotiable)

Villa Queen for sale
Location: Borey Chip Mong, 
Street 371, in front of PC Market.
House size: 9m x 12m
Land size: 14m x 23m
Price: $1,000,000 (Negotiable)

Single villa for sale
Location: Borey Villa Town, Hun 
Sen Blvd, next to ISPP
House size: 8.47m x 13.47m
Land size: 12.3m x 23m
Price: $750,000 (Negotiable)

Mesong tower
Location: Diamond Island, Tonle 
Bassac, Chom Kamon,
House size: 47-66sqm
1 bedroom
Price: $100,000 (Negotiable)

 

urban Village Phase 
Location: Hun Sen Blvd
House size: 41-52sqm
1 bedroom, 1 bathroom, modern 
living room,  
Price: $127,811 (Negotiable)

Sky tree Residence
Location: Toul Sangke, 
Near Ang Ten Tuol Kork
House size: 61-80.28 sqm
1 bedroom
Price: $134,237 (Negotiable)

 

Morgan Enmaison
Location: Chroy Chongvar 
Near Norton University 
House size: 33-44.6sqm
Bedroom: 1 unit
Price: $79,388 (Negotiable) 

twin villa for sale
Location: Street 60m (Hun Sen 
Blvd), Chak Angre 
Land Size: 7m x 22m
House size: 6m x 12m 
Price: $388,000 (Negotiable)

Villa for sale  
Location: Hun Sen Blvd 
Chak Angre Krom. 
Land Size : 12.3m x 23m
House size: 8.47m x 13.47m 
Price: $750,000 (Negotiable)

twin villa for rent
Location: Borey Orkide The Royal, 
Street 2004, Toek Thla, 
Land Size: 8m x 20m
House size: 6m x 12m 
Price: $1,100/month (Negotiable)

  
twin villa for sale 
Location: Borey Orkide The Royal 
Street 2004, Toek Thla, 
Land size : 8m x 20m
House size : 6m x 12m 
Price: $388,000 

twin villa for rent 
Location: Borey Orkide The Royal, 
Street 2004, Toek Thla,
Land size: 8m x 20m
House size: 6m x 12m 
Price: $1,000/month (Negotiable)

condo, Villa & apartment for Sale and rent

081 389 900, 092 863 992
098 727 560, 078 260 056PlEASE CONtACt

land for sale
Land Size: 11.5m x 150m
Title: Hard
Location: Prek Eng 
Chbar Ampov, Phnom Penh
Price: $400/m2

land for sale
Land size: 17,089m2 
Location: Dang Kao
Phnom Penh
Cambodia
Price: $180/m2 (Negotiable)

land for sale 
Land: Size 32m x 54m
Location: Chaom Chau
Khan Porsenchey
Phnom Penh
Price: $350/m2

land for sale
Land size: 16m x 22m 
Location: Prek Eng 
Chbar Ampov 
Phnom Penh
Price: $120,000

House for sale
Land size: 5m x 20m
House size: 4.2m x 15.2m
Location: Preak Hor
Ta Khmoa, Kandal
Price: $65,000 

House for sale
Land size: 4.5m x 15m
House size: 4.5m x 10m
Location Preak Hor
Ta Khmao, Kandal
Price: $51,500

House for sale
Land size: 4.5m x 18.5m
House size: 4.5m x 12m
Location: Borey Peng Huoth 
Phnom Penh 
Price: $290,000 

Home office for sale
Land size: 5.5m x 17m
House size: 5.5m x 26m
Location: Chip Mong Land
Phnom Penh
Price $ 510,000 

flat for sale 
Land size: 4m x 23m
House size: 4m x 16m
Location: Borey Chamkar Doung
Phnom Penh
Price: $130,000

flat for sale 
Land size: 4.1m x 21.5m
House size:  4m x 14m
Location: Borey Chamkar Doung
Phnom Penh
Price:$ 83,000

flat for sale 
Land size: 4.2m x 23m
House size: 4m x 16m
Location: Borey Chamkar Doung
Phnom Penh
Price $155,000 

two flats for sale
Land size: 9m x 27m
House size: 9m x 15m
Location: Tuol Kork
Phnom Penh
Price $1,100,000

flat for sale 
Land size: 9m x 22m
House size: 9m x 14m 
Location: Tuol Kork 
Phnom Penh 
Price: $520,000

Shophouse for sale
Land size 4.5m x 14m
House size 4.5m x 14m
Location: Borey Peng Huoth
Boeng Snor, Phnom Penh
Price $330,000

lAND fOR SAlE HOuSE/flAt fOR SAlE

089 888 366, 089 888 277 
089 888 377, 089 888 755

CONtACt
for more detail:

#35, Street.P10D, Borey Peng Huoth The Star  
Polaris 1, Sangkat Niruoth, Khan Chbaampov, 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia.
E-Mail: info@katappraisal.com
www.katappraisal.com



SMOKE from Australia’s dead-
ly recent bushfires is linked to 
an estimated 445 deaths and 
more than 4,000 hospitalisa-
tions over several months, a 
government inquiry heard on 
Tuesday.

More than 30 people died 
as a direct cause of the blaz-
es and thousands of homes 
were destroyed late last year 
and earlier this year, leaving 
affected communities devas-
tated.

The Royal Commission – 
tasked with finding ways to 
improve how Australia deals 
with natural disasters – heard 
from an environmental health 
specialist that the overall toll 
was estimated to be far higher 
when accounting for impacts 
from the bushfire smoke.

Fay Johnston, associate pro-
fessor at the University of Tas-
mania’s Menzies Institute for 
Medical Research, said its 
modelling found there were 
445 deaths attributable to the 
fires as well as 3,340 hospital 
admissions and 1,373 emer-
gency room visits.

“Our estimates for the last 
season were at A$2 billion 
[US$1.3 billion] in health 
costs associated with prema-
ture loss of life and admis-
sions to hospitals,” she said.

Johnston said that was 
“about 10 times higher” than 
in preceding years, despite 
not including costs associ-
ated with ambulance call-
outs, lost productivity or 
some diseases where impacts 
would be difficult to model, 
such as diabetes.

“There’s fluctuation year to 
year, of course, but that was a 
major departure from any-
thing we had seen in the pre-
vious 20 years,” she added.

Johnston said 80 per cent of 
Australians – or about 20 mil-
lion people – were affected by 
smoke from the vast blazes, 
which burned more than 10 
million hectares of land.

Sydney was blanketed by 
grey toxic haze for weeks as 
mega-blazes ringed Australia’s 
biggest city, while other major 
centres including the capital, 
Canberra, were also shrouded 
by hazardous smoke.

Bushfire-prone Australia 
has seen dozens of inquests 
into the causes of bushfires 
and steps that could be taken 
to mitigate them. But many 
measures recommended by 
inquiries going back to the 
1930s have still not been 
implemented.

The current inquiry is 
required to report its findings 
by August 31 ahead of the next 
bushfire season. AFP
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world
Virus exposes trials of migrant worker
S

AUDI Arabia has deport-
ed thousands of Ethio-
pian workers. The 
Malaysian authorities 

have swept up hundreds of 
undocumented workers in raids 
amid its movement control 
order, while its neighbour Indo-
nesia, home to most of them, is 
repatriating its citizens.

Just as Singapore has strug-
gled to deal with a coronavirus 
outbreak that spread quickly 
through its population of for-
eign workers in dormitories, 
countries with large numbers of 
low-wage migrant workers are 
grappling with similar issues.

From Asia to the Middle East, 
the Covid-19 pandemic is 
exposing the unique vulnerabil-
ities of the world’s estimated 164 
million low-paid migrant work-
ers, who toil at the jobs locals do 
not want, to save money and get 
a leg up back home.

While some appear to have 
escaped the same sort of out-
break Singapore is dealing 
with, activists say good exam-
ples of how to manage this 
segment of their population 
are few and far between.

As Covid-19 takes its toll on 
economies and public health 
in many countries, low-wage 
migrant worker populations 
have largely been affected dis-
proportionately.

Observers say problems 
include poor living conditions, 
insufficient legal protection and 
limited access to healthcare.

Last month, Saudi Arabia 
had shipped home nearly 
3,000 of the estimated 200,000 
Ethiopians living there before 
the UN called for a halt.

In Kuwait last month, at least 
a dozen migrant workers took 
their own lives or attempted 
to, reported activist website 
migrant-rights.org, citing 
media reports.

In Thailand, hundreds of 
thousands of workers from 
neighbouring countries like 
Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar 
are said to have fled home 
after a lockdown left them with 
the prospect of being stuck 
without money or food.

In Malaysia, police rounded 
up 200 undocumented workers 
last week alone in Petaling Jaya, 
outside Kuala Lumpur, even as 

officials gradually ease move-
ment restrictions. The country 
is thought to have at least five 
million migrant workers.

Indonesia, one of the world’s 
biggest contributors of labour, 
has repatriated more than 
130,000 of its citizens working 
abroad as construction work-
ers, cruise ship staff and house-
keepers, as well as students.

‘Left aside’
David Welsh, country director 

of the Southeast Asia branch of 
the Solidarity Centre, a non-
profit organisation aligned with 
the US-based labour federation 
AFL-CIO, said the crisis has 
exposed the poor conditions 
many migrant workers face.

“Migrant workers have been 
left aside by governments who 
have relied on them to do dan-
gerous jobs that have become 
even more dangerous during 
this crisis,” said Welsh.

Then, there is Qatar, where 
observers say criticism of the 
country’s treatment of migrant 
labour in the wake of its suc-
cessful bid to host the Fifa 
World Cup in 2022 has sparked 
changes that are a lesson to 
others but also a demonstra-

tion of how difficult the proc-
ess is going to be.

The outbreak in Qatar has 
centred on its foreign workers, 
who outnumber Qataris in the 
workforce by nearly 20 to one. 
Total infections have ticked 
past 40,000 in a country with 
2.8 million people.

In October, it abolished exit 
visas for departing workers 
and did away with discrimina-
tory laws assigning minimum 
wages by nationality.

The monarchy at the same 
time abolished the sponsorship 
rules that tie workers to jobs and 
make them vulnerable to abuse.

The country’s new minimum 
wage laws also override bilateral 
agreements with countries of ori-
gin that can see a Bangladeshi 
welder, for example, earning two-
thirds of what a Filipino might.

Qatar’s ambition to host the 
World Cup has helped prompt 
the changes. Shortly after 
securing the event a decade 
ago, Qatar publicly promised 
four weeks’ paid leave, over-
time and other benefits to 
workers employed by the con-
tractors awarded work.

Contractors erecting more 
than half a dozen stadiums 

and other needed infrastruc-
ture offer workers attractive 
terms that meet the scrutiny 
of activists and unions.

Apolinar Tolentino, the 
regional representative for the 
Building and Wood Workers’ 
International Asia-Pacific, said 
his union has had regular access 
to inspect worksites and dormi-
tories where workers are housed 
four to an air-conditioned room 
and bunk beds are banned.

The visits included group 
interviews with workers to 
assess conditions including 
health and safety, food quality 
and even Internet speeds.

“Qatar is setting an example in 
the region of how to treat its 
migrant labour,” said Tolentino.

But he acknowledges that 
the improvement has not been 
even.

‘More challenging’
Earlier this month, the gov-

ernment began easing a two-
month lockdown of the sprawl-
ing Industrial Area outside of 
Doha, where hundreds of 
thousands of workers were 
holed up in dormitories.

The government requires all 
employers to pay suspended 

workers, but there have been 
reports of workers stranded 
and begging for food.

The problem is fuelled in 
part by undocumented foreign 
workers relying on short-term 
casual work, who do not have 
regular employers.

“Compliance with standards 
outside the World Cup projects 
are more challenging,” Tolenti-
no said. “There is almost no 
direct access by international 
organisations.”

Last month, Amnesty Inter-
national and a coalition of 
non-governmental organisa-
tions and trade unions sent 
letters to Saudi Arabia, the 
UAE, Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait 
and Oman, raising concerns 
about migrant workers.

Amnesty International’s Mid-
dle East research director Lynn 
Maalouf said: “While some 
governments made promising 
commitments to support 
migrant workers, much more 
needs to be done to ensure 
Covid-19 will not result in fur-
ther human rights violations 
and greater suffering for 
migrant workers in these coun-
tries.” THE STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

EU chief to unveil trillion-euro recovery plan
EU CHIEF Ursula von der Leyen will 
on Wednesday propose a roughly €1 
trillion ($1.1 trillion) post-virus recov-
ery fund for Europe but will have to win 
over sceptical member states.

The global coronavirus outbreak has 
thrust the EU into its deepest-ever 
recession, and Von der Leyen’s pro-
posal will set out to help the worst 
affected countries.

The virus has killed at least 172,000 
people in Europe and put its economy 
in a deep freeze, with businesses only 
slowly reopening and tight controls on 
borders that were once wide open for 
travel and trade.

Italy and Spain were Europe’s first 
victims of the outbreak and, still bur-

dened with heavy debts, lack the fire-
power of Germany and others to 
rebuild their shattered economies.

The European Commission, the EU’s 
executive arm, has won the crucial 
backing of Germany and France to 
raise €500 billion on financial markets 
to begin to fix the problem.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
dropped a bombshell last week by 
approving an idea that partly reverses 
Berlin’s staunch opposition to joint 
borrowing by EU members.

Merkel, who is in the final years of a 
long stint as German chancellor, also 
backs the EU helping virus-struck 
countries with grants rather than loans, 
another policy U-turn by Berlin. 

But the French-German plan faces a 
counter-proposal from the so-called 
Frugal Four – northern EU member 
states who have traditionally opposed 
giving more cash to Brussels or trans-
ferring it to the indebted south.

They firmly oppose paying out aid in 
grants, preferring loans that come with 
stern conditions and outside oversight, 
and reduce risk to their taxpayers.

They also accuse southern Europe-
ans of living beyond their means and 
piling on debt instead of choosing fis-
cal reform.

The grants versus loans debate is no 
small matter, with Italy, Greece and 
Spain already crippled by mountains of 
debt, despite embarking on painful 

reforms since the 2008 financial crisis.
European Central Bank (ECB) vice-

president Luis de Guindos on Tuesday 
warned that more debts incurred by 
countries already under pressure could 
spook the markets and endanger the 
euro single currency.

ECB strongly backs joint borrowing 
by the EU to check that threat.

Janis Emmanouilidis, of the Brussels-
based think tank European Policy 
Center, said the French-German pro-
posal, “makes it difficult for others to 
resist compromise”.

Still, given the frugal’ approach, “you 
just know how far away we’re still from 
an EU-27 compromise . . . strong 
infighting is ahead,” he said. AFP

Hundreds 
of deaths in 
Oz linked 
to bushfires

Criticism of the Qatar’s treatment of migrant labour in the wake of its successful bid to host the Fifa World Cup in 2022 has sparked changes. AFP
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Singapore sets 
aside $23B more 
to help workers 
and businesses
S

INGaPORE Deputy Prime 
minister Heng Swee Keat on 
Tuesday announced a S$33 
billion (US$23 billion) supple-

mentary Budget aimed primarily at 
helping workers and businesses pull 
through the Covid-19 pandemic and 
the bleak economic outlook ahead.

Called the Fortitude Budget, Sin-
gapore’s fourth Budget in less than 
four months sets aside S$2.9 billion 
to extend job protection and co-pay 
salaries to help firms retain workers. 
It also provides for the S$3.8 billion 
that went towards helping Singa-
poreans tide over the extension of 
the circuit breaker measures.

Together with the earlier Unity, Resil-
ience and Solidarity Budgets, the gov-
ernment is dedicating close to S$100 
billion – or nearly 20 per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP) – to support 
Singaporeans in this battle against 
Covid-19, said Heng, who called it “a 
landmark package, and necessary re-
sponse to an unprecedented crisis”.

Singapore’s economy has been 
deeply impacted by the global shocks 
caused by Covid-19, said Heng, who 
is also minister of Finance, as he in-
troduced the Budget in Parliament.

He noted that the resident unem-

ployment rate rose to 3.3 per cent in 
march, the highest in over a decade. 
The economy is now expected to 
shrink between four and seven per 
cent this year, potentially Singapore’s 
worst recession since independence.

Still, Prime minister Lee Hsien 
Loong said the republic is in a strong 
position to overcome this crisis and 
emerge stronger due to the Pioneer 
Generation’s sacrifices and steward-
ship, and the fiscal prudence and dis-
cipline of successive governments.

“Saving and creating jobs will be 
our priority,” Lee said via Facebook 
on Tuesday, while stressing that no 
one will be left behind.

“We will help businesses adapt 
and transform, create new jobs and 
provide more training opportunities 
to workers.”

Heng also underscored the focus on 
jobs. Payments under the Jobs Support 
Scheme will be extended by one month 
to provide more relief to firms as they 
reopen after the circuit breaker period.

In total, the government will dis-
burse S$23.5 billion to support firms’ 
wage costs for 10 months, said Heng.

Businesses such as retail outlets, 
gyms and cinemas that cannot reopen 
immediately after the circuit breaker 

period ends on June 1 will continue 
receiving 75 per cent wage support 
until august or when they can resume 
operations, whichever is earlier.

There will also be help for busi-
nesses in the construction and off-
shore and marine sectors which 
cannot resume operations on-site 
for now. They will see the foreign 
worker levy waiver and rebate ex-
tended for up to two months.

‘Protect every worker’
Business costs will be cut further 

as the planned increase in Central 
Provident Fund contribution rates 
for senior workers will be deferred 
by one year to January 2022.

as a landlord, the government will 
lead by example by providing two more 
months of rental waivers for commer-

cial tenants and hawkers, and one more 
month of rental waivers for industrial, 
office and agricultural tenants.

a Bill will be introduced next week 
mandating that landlords grant a 
rental waiver to their tenants who 
are small and medium-sized enter-
prises (SmEs) and have suffered a 
significant revenue drop.

Households with at least one Sin-
gapore citizen will also get a one-off 
S$100 Solidarity Utilities Credit to 
offset their utility bills, on top of the 
U-Save Special Payment that was 
previously announced.

Heng also launched an SG United 
Jobs and Skills Package to create close 
to 100,000 opportunities in three ar-
eas – 40,000 jobs, 25,000 traineeships 
and 30,000 paid skills training places.

This Budget will require a further 

S$31 billion to be drawn from past 
reserves, which President Halimah 
yacob has given in-principle sup-
port for. In all, the government is 
looking at drawing up to S$52 bil-
lion from the reserves this financial 
year, said Heng.

“While we will try to preserve jobs 
amid this crisis, we cannot protect 
every job,” he said. “However, you 
have my assurance that the govern-
ment will protect every worker.”

“Our promise to workers is this – 
as long as you are willing to pick up 
new skills and adapt, to access avail-
able opportunities to work or learn, 
the government will provide our 
strongest support to help you.”

Parliament will debate the Budget 
when it next sits on June 4. THE STRAITS 

TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

aT LEaST 200 houses and oth-
er buildings were destroyed by 
fire in a conflict-ridden state 
in myanmar in an incident 
that has “all the hallmarks” of 
previous military arson attacks 
on villages, a rights group said 
on Tuesday.

Let Kar village in the north-
western state of Rakhine was 
mostly deserted when the 
buildings went up in flames 
on may 16 after the popula-
tion of mainly ethnic Rakh-
ine Buddhists fled more than 
a year ago, Human Rights 
Watch (HRW) said, citing sat-
ellite images and witnesses.

myanmar’s military has 
been locked in an increas-
ingly brutal war against the 
arakan army (aa), insurgents 
fighting for more autonomy 
for ethnic Rakhine Buddhists, 
since January last year that 
has killed scores of people 
and forced 150,000 to flee 
their homes.

Both the military and the 
aa deny responsibility for 
the destruction in Let Kar in 
mrauk U township, accusing 
the other of committing what 
HRW warns could constitute 
a war crime.

HRW deputy asia direc-
tor Phil Robertson said: “The 
burning of Let Kar village has 
all the hallmarks of myanmar 
military arson on Rohingya 
villages in recent years.

“a credible and impartial in-
vestigation is urgently needed 
to find out what happened, 

punish those responsible, 
and provide compensation to 
villagers harmed.”

Rakhine is the state where 
a 2017 military crackdown 
forced about 750,000 Rohing-
ya muslims to flee to Bangla-
desh in violence that has led 
to myanmar facing genocide 
charges at the UN’s top court.

Robertson added that the 
government should request 
UN assistance in the probe 
and not leave it to the mili-
tary.

The HRW analysis of the 
satellite images “most likely” 
underestimates the scale of 

the destruction because in-
ternal damage to buildings is 
not visible, said the group.

There have been no reports 
of any deaths.

Kyaw Zaw Hla, 46, who has 
been living in a camp near the 
village with his family since 
fleeing, confirmed his home 
was among those razed.

“We’ve lost everything,” he 
said.

“We aren’t able to make a 
living and we have no access 
to healthcare.”

Photos released by the 
armed forces show “aa insur-
gents running away after set-

ting fire to the village”, mili-
tary spokesman Zaw min Tun 
said on Friday, allegations re-
buffed by the aa.

The conflict-ridden area is 
under an internet shutdown 
and off-limits to journalists, 
making independent report-
ing difficult.

myanmar authorities claim 
to have submitted a compli-
ance report to the Interna-
tional Court of Justice (ICJ), 
the UN principal judicial 
organ, reported the Turkish 
state-run news agency an-
adolu agency.

The report highlighted the 

steps taken by myanmar au-
thorities to prevent further 
acts of genocide against Roh-
ingya villagers in the country 
and preserve evidence of the 
genocidal campaign seen in 
recent years.

UN rights expert yanghee 
Lee last month warned myan-
mar’s military should be in-
vestigated for possible war 
crimes and crimes against 
humanity.

Lee accused the armed 
forces of disappearing, tor-
turing and killing dozens of 
aa suspects – allegations the 
military denied. AFP

HRW calling for probe into 
myanmar village burning

Singapore’s economy has been deeply impacted by the global shocks caused by Covid-19. AFP

A credible and impartial 
investigation is urgently needed 
to find out what happened and 

provide compensation
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T
HIS may sound like a 
broken record, but it 
bears repeating: The 
country needs to 

revive its agriculture sector. 
The benefits of such a project 
are immense  – poverty 
reduction in rural areas 
through job generation, the 
decongestion of cities, food 
security for the country, and 
export earnings from farm 
products.

agricultural production 
grew by a measly 0.7 per cent 
last year, nearly the same as 
the 0.6 per cent growth in 
2018. Simply put, the farm 
sector had virtually zero con-
tribution to the country’s 
economic growth — but not 
for lack of trying.

Two years ago, the Duterte 
administration’s economic 
team indicated it was taking 
notice of the need to reverse 
the dismal performance of 
the agricultural sector, and 
said it was time to seriously 
prioritise farming and fishing. 

The main idea put forward 
was worthy but hardly novel: 
to provide financial support 
to the sector. yet, clearly, 
bringing the sector to a sus-
tainable growth path requires 
more than just putting mon-
ey in the pockets of farmers 
and fishermen.

Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
governor Benjamin Diokno, 
then budget chief, noted that 
the failure of the agriculture 
sector to reach its potential 
was particularly detrimental 
because the poor are concen-
trated in rural areas where 
agriculture is the primary 
livelihood. 

Inadequate policies, vul-
nerability to natural hazards, 
and bureaucratic misman-
agement through the years 
have all had a hand in the 
perennial sluggish perform-
ance of the agriculture sector.

But in fact, the policy frame-
work to revive the sector has 
been in place since December 
1997 through the agriculture 
and Fisheries modernisation 
act. It prescribed urgent 
measures to fortify the agri-
culture and fisheries sectors to 
enhance their profitability 
and prepare them “for the 
challenges of globalisation 
through adequate, focused 
and rational delivery of neces-

sary support services [and] 
appropriating funds”.

Twenty-two years hence, 
the consequences of the fail-
ure to implement that blue-
print were brought to the 
fore with the massive disrup-
tion caused by the Covid-19 
pandemic. as farm produce 
failed to reach consumers 
and supply chains got 
choked up as much of the 
world went into lockdown, 
the country woke up to its 
vulnerability in terms of food 
security and sustainability.

already the world’s biggest 
rice importer as of last year, 
the Philippines had to race to 
import another 300,000 met-
ric tonnes of rice to boost 
buffer stocks as the economy 
went into a tailspin with a 
painful quarantine. In the 
same quarter, the agriculture 
sector slid further, registering 
a 3.6-per cent year-on-year 
decline in rice harvest.

The government must now 
seriously address the pressing 
need to revitalise the sector 
and make it a key plank in 

national recovery efforts. 
Farmers and fisherfolk, for 
starters, need infrastructure 
support – irrigation, farm-to-
market roads, better transport 
system for their produce. 
They also require an ade-
quate, affordable, and effi-
cient rural credit system that 
will eliminate informal lend-
ers who charge usurious rates.

agricultural revival, however, 
cannot rely solely on the gov-
ernment. The private sector 
should be enticed to help, by 
developing the supply chain 
connecting agriculture input 
suppliers to farmers/fisher-
folk, then to consumers, and 
hopefully the export markets. 

Large conglomerates have 
the financial muscle to mod-
ernise agriculture, by taking 
advantage of the benefits of 

cooperativism, for instance. a 
number of private corpora-
tions have partnered with 
farmers’ groups through con-
tract farming instead of simply 
leasing farmlands. This win-
win setup assures private 
firms of stable supply and the 
farmers of a guaranteed mar-
ket/buyer for their produce.

Reviving agriculture will 

also not work if the number 
of farmers continues to 
decline. Here should come in 
policies to lure more young 
Filipinos to take up agricul-
ture courses. Experts have 
long sounded the call to 
make agriculture attractive 
again – mainly by making 
agribusiness ventures profit-
able propositions. 

agriculture secretary Wil-
liam Dar has called on 

returning overseas Filipino 
workers to become “agri-
preneurs”, encouraging them 
with incentives, free training 
and marketing assistance, 
and interest-free credit to 
start operations. 

a revitalised countryside 
offers the hope that rural folk 
who migrated to the cities 
may be lured back to their 
home provinces, thus easing 
congestion in urban areas 
and helping redistribute eco-
nomic productivity.

The agriculture and Fisher-
ies modernisation act 
declared as a policy that the 
government shall enable 
those who belong to the agri-
culture and fisheries sectors 
to participate and share in 
the fruits of development, by 
establishing a more equitable 
access to assets, income, 
basic and support services, 
and infrastructure. Now is 
the best time to implement 
this modernising measure, 
on the cusp of a changed 
world. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Hope in Philippine agriculture

Already the world’s biggest rice importer as of last year, the Philippines had to race to import another 300,000 metric tonnes of rice to boost buffer 
stocks as the economy went into a tailspin with a painful quarantine. The government must now seriously address the pressing need to revitalise 
the sector and make it a key plank in national recovery efforts. AfP

The government should 
introduce policies to lure more 

young Filipinos to take up 
agriculture courses



V
ICTIMS of Austra-
lia’s catastrophic 
bushfires are still 
living in tents, ga-

rages and makeshift shel-
ters months after the blazes 
ended, with efforts to rebuild 
their lives hampered by the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Inside a small tin shed on 
Australia’s southeast coast, a 
family of six takes refuge from 
the cold as the southern hemi-
sphere winter begins to bite.

The structure – chock-full 
of toys and beds – has been 
home to 51-year-old Anita 
Lawrence and five of her chil-
dren since February.

She had been in Tasmania 
when fires ripped through the 
area, torching materials ready 
to build a new home and new 
life for her family.

“Every single little thing dis-
appeared,” she told AFP near 
trees still blackened from the 
blazes.

Australia’s unprecedented 
bushfire crisis that scorched 
an area larger than most na-
tions and displaced thou-
sands put a rare spotlight on 
climate change in a rich, de-
veloped country.

The disaster sparked charity 
telethons, government prom-
ises of a quick recovery and do-
nations from across the world.

But six months on and just 
six hours drive from hyper-
affluent Sydney, scores of 
people like Lawrence are still 
living in limbo.

“When you come back, and 
there’s so much destruction, 
everything is difficult,” she 
said.

Before the crisis Lawrence 
had got by working a few days 
a week at the local school, 
teaching the kids gardening.

During the months-long 
lockdown she survived on 
pension savings and strug-
gled to homeschool her own 
children using a single com-
puter connected to a mobile-
phone hotspot.

Now schools are going back 
and some help has arrived, 
in the form of local man Da-
vid Crooke and his crew who 
have put together an exten-
sion for their dwelling.

It is temporary, but Law-
rence now has a bathroom, 
heating and a bedroom until 
she can find a way to build a 
permanent home.

“Just to see a young boy see 
running water even, and a 
shower for the first time, that’s 
a big thing,” said Crooke.

His small team – hired by 
private donors – has been 
building shelters for those 
who would otherwise be 
destitute for months.

“There’s places that are com-
pletely wiped out – our next 
job we go to, the ladies have 
a little tent in a shipping con-
tainer right now,” said Crooke.

He himself lost his home to 
the fires last year and spent 
the summer battling blazes.

Armed with four home-

made water pumps, his team 
saved several homes as fires 
repeatedly hit the southern 
coast of New South Wales.

Since then he has been 
camping out in increasingly 
harsh conditions – moving 
from property to property, 
and helping build shelters.

But with ageing equipment 
and a struggle to find mate-
rials, the physical and emo-
tional toll was “flogging” the 
team, he said.

“None of my crew have got 
really anything, you know, 
we’re week-to-week sort of 
guys, you rely on that pay-

cheque big time.”

The world moved on
Throughout the area, signs 

of life are springing from the 
charred-out landscape, but 
66-year-old Wayne Keft said 
the recovery has been “slow 
and difficult” for many.

His home near Cobargo was 
destroyed when “a fireball went 
through the front of the house”.

He now lives in a garage, 
and is plagued by dust that 
blows in off a road nearby.

A surveyor’s stake for work 
on his new home sits in a bar-
rel nearby, useless until the 

ruins of the old structure are 
cleared by crews who have 
been operating for months 
on similar jobs in the area.

Help has slowed since 
global attention shifted from 
bushfires to the pandemic.

Mathew Hatcher said his ware-
house in nearby Batemans Bay 
was once full of donated goods.

“We were churning along, a 
very well-oiled machine, then 
Covid hit, and it kind of stopped 
the donations,” said Hatcher, 
coordinator of South Coast Do-
nations Logistics Team.

The virus had also meant 
many larger organisations had 
to pull out volunteers, leaving 
locals struggling through trau-
ma without appropriate men-
tal health support, he said.

With tourism effectively 
banned in the state until at 
least June 1, the area’s primary 
source of income and path to 
recovery has also been cut off.

Without a wage, it is almost 
impossible for local business-
es to get a loan that would fi-
nance rebuilding.

Hatcher said: “This area is 
going to struggle financially 
for the long term.”

After the fires, Lorena Grana-
dos and her husband set up an 
ad-hoc market stall in front of 
the ashes of their shop, ‘Roman 
Leather Goods and Repairs’.

They have since moved to a 
temporary building, hoping 
the business can help them 
get back on their feet.

“We really weren’t prepared 
to lose our home and busi-
ness in one day,” she said.

The virus has slowed their 
trade to a trickle, but they are 
determined to fight on.

“It encourages us to keep go-
ing every day when we sell just 
one little item,” she said. AFP
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Aussies still reeling from bushfire tragedy 
Cobargo, a town on the south coast of New South Wales state, was severely affected by the bushfires. Wayne Keft (right) stands in front of the ruins of his house near the coastal town. AFP

Anita Lawrence walking in front of a charred bus near to where she lives with her five children in a makeshift shelter in Bemboka. AFP
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Istanbul’s Grand Bazaar prepares to reopen
a

N eerie silence has 
fallen over Istanbul’s 
Grand Bazaar, one 
of the world’s oldest, 

largest and most visited mar-
kets, where a raucous mixture 
of languages, cultures and 
commerce has buzzed for 
centuries.

But there are now signs of 
life at the market as munici-
pal workers roam its deserted 
alleys, spraying the floor, col-
umns and walls ahead of the 
doors reopening on monday for 
the first time in two months.

The bazaar – home to al-
most 3,000 shops where more 
than 30,000 people work – 
was closed on march 23 as 
part of measures to stem the 
spread of the novel corona-
virus, which has killed over 
4,300 people in Turkey.

Officials say it has been the 
longest closure in the bazaar’s 
more than 550-year-old history, 
except for forced shutdowns fol-
lowing fires and earthquakes.

The market is usually visited 
by 150,000 people every day – 
and by 42 million last year – 
while traders shout out deals 
in dozens of languages to lure 
tourists into their stores.

Now the stores are all shut-
tered, except for about 20 stock 
exchange offices and jeweller’s 
shops which have remained 
open for economic reasons, 
with only special customers re-
ceived by appointment.

The bazaar has been disin-
fected every Wednesday during 
the shutdown, while janitors 
have cleaned every morning.

“God willing we will reopen 
our market in a healthy fashion 
on June 1,” said Fatih Kurtul-
mus, chairman of the Grand 
Bazaar’s board.

“I have faith that our coun-
try will begin receiving tour-
ists from mid-June by paying 
attention to hygiene rules,” he 
said inside the historic market.

Kurtulmus added that while 
not much activity is expected 
in the first weeks, “I believe 
tourists will fly to Istanbul by 
the end of June because they 

cannot do without . . . the 
Grand Bazaar, Hagia Sophia 
and Blue mosque”.

The bazaar is located on Is-
tanbul’s historic peninsula, 
home to the Sultanahmet 
mosque, also called the Blue 
mosque, and the ancient 
church-tur ned-mosque-
turned-museum Hagia Sophia.

‘Heart of the economy’
The Grand Bazaar was built 

in 1455, two years after the 
Ottomans seized Istanbul – 
then known as Constantino-
ple – from the Byzantines.

The market thrived, ex-
panding rapidly with the ris-
ing Ottoman empire, and by 
the 17th century it had taken 
on its current shape, giving 
the bazaar its Turkish name 
Kapalicarsi (covered market).

Kurtulmus said: “Our Grand 
Bazaar – the heart of the econ-
omy, culture, history and tour-
ism has never been shut down 
except for natural disasters.

“We had to take a pause be-
cause of the Covid-19 that has 
shaken the world because we 
had to prioritise safety and 
health before the economy.”

after Turkey announced its 
first confirmed case in mid-
march, health scans were car-
ried out on the market’s traders.

Seven were confirmed to 
have coronavirus, Kurtulmus 
said, adding that they could 
have been infected by the 
many tourists in the packed 
confines of the market.

‘How will we pay rent?’
The bazaar will reopen 

under strict rules laid out by 
the health ministry, which 
include the mandatory use 
of face masks and a limit on 
the number of customers al-
lowed inside.

Traders are worried as the 
bazaar is unlikely to see many 
tourists for some time, al-
though Turkey is gradually 
easing its restrictions, includ-
ing opening shopping malls. 

“Tourism is the backbone of 
Grand Bazaar’s economy. We 
will see when the tourists will 
come,” said ayhan Oguz, a jew-
eller on the bazaar’s main alley.

“2020 seems to be a year of 
economic losses for us. If busi-
ness returns to normal, tour-
ism opens and flights resume 
by September, I believe we will 
also return to normal,” he said.

Namik, another jeweller, 
had a gloomier outlook: “We 
are at a low ebb. How will we 
pay the rents?”

“my shop remains open but 
there’s no customers, there’s 
no business,” he added.

Kurtulmus pointed to all 
the history that the market 
has survived already.

“I have the confidence that 
the Grand Bazaar will get up 
a full head of steam and com-
pensate for the economic loss 
by the end of the year.” AFP

A deserted street of the iconic Grand Bazaar. AFP

Kind of Blue jazz drummer 
Jimmy Cobb passes at 91
JImmy Cobb, the drummer 
on miles Davis’s 1959 jazz 
classic Kind of Blue – revered 
by critics as one of the great-
est albums of all time – has 
died aged 91, US media 
reported on monday.

His wife Eleana Cobb said 
the musician died on Sunday 
of lung cancer at home in 
manhattan, reported broad-
caster NPR and other outlets.

“He was a very special and 
unusual person – a gifted 
musician with natural talent, 
like an athlete,” she told the 
New York Daily News.

Cobb had been the last sur-
viving member of the sextet 
who recorded Kind of Blue 
over two days in a converted 
church in New york.

Led by Davis at the height of 
his career on his crisp and 
soulful trumpet, the group 
included saxophone legends 
John Coltrane and Julian ‘Can-
nonball’ adderley, pianists Bill 
Evans and Wynton Kelly, and 
bassist Paul Chambers.

In a 2009 interview with 
aFP, Cobb said Davis had only 
told the group what he want-
ed after they arrived at the 
Columbia Records studio.

“It was just something miles 
had on a slip of manuscript 
paper,” he said.

most of it was done in one 
take, “because that’s what 
miles liked. If you keep doing 
it over it gets to be stale a little 
bit. He figured your first shot 
is your best shot”.

Kind of Blue was another 
venture by Davis into modal 
jazz – which emerged in the 
1950s and in which improvi-
sations are based on scales, or 
modes, rather than a sequence 
of chords, allowing more free-
dom of melodic expression.

Rolling Stone magazine 
placed the record at number 
12 on its most recent list of 
the 500 Greatest Albums of All 
Time.

Cobb had already been with 
Davis for more than a year 
and had previously played 
with Billie Holiday and Dinah 
Washington when the album 
was recorded.

But none of the group had 
any notion they were creating 
jazz history, he said in 2009, 
when he was still touring the 
globe playing jazz.

They only began to realise 
the record was “something 
special” when it was still sell-
ing well one year after its 
release in august 1959.

The late music critic Robert 
Palmer called Kind of Blue a 
“monument to sheer inspira-
tion and creativity”.

“Every solo seems to belong 
just as it is . . . Kind of Blue 
flows with all the melodic 
warmth and sense of welcom-
ing, wide-open vistas one 
hears in the most universal 
sort of song.” AFP

Cobb had been the last surviving member of the sextet who recorded 
Kind of Blue over two days in a converted church in New York. AFP

A man walks in front of the iconic Grand Bazaar’s closed main gate. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Vocal thumbs-down
  5 Awfully high, as a price
 10 Interrogates
 14 The “A” in A.D.
 15 Cliff’s “Cheers” nemesis
 16 ___-Ball (arcade game)
 17 In a manner that limits quantity
 19 Africa’s longest river
 20 Unstable particles with great 

mass
 21 “Mission: Impossible” character
 23 Indian VIP
 24 Head-and-shoulders wrap
 25 Whispered attention-getter
 27 Stocking material
 29 “___ he’s a jolly good fellow”
 32 Biblical verb
 34 Pen pal’s greeting?
 35 Sch. founded by Thomas 

Jefferson
 36 Quarter-deck?
 37 Give the slip to
 39 Despondent color?
 40 Egyptian headdress symbol
 41 Golden Triangle country
 42 Takes part in a bee
 44 NBA official

 45 Waits at the light
 47 “ ___ sow, so shall ...”
 48 Met offering
 50 Grounded Australian birds
 52 King’s chair
 54 Carted off to the police station
 58 One who has been to Mecca
 59 “SCTV” fare
 61 Sci-fi sightings
 62 Bar mitzvah reading source
 63 Times for celebrating
 64 Eyelid swelling
 65 ___ voce (quietly)
 66 Floated to the top
DOWN
  1 Chopped diner side
  2 Light-blue ghost in Pac-Man
  3 Use shears
  4 Author Maugham’s middle name
  5 Grafting shoot
  6 Astringent in red wine
  7 Energy bits
  8 Unfeathered wing?
  9 Outmoded communication 

devices
 10 Good ___ (restored)
 11 In an adept manner
 12 It may wash up onshore

 13 Has dates with
 18 Art institute in Brooklyn
 22 “Dennis the Menace” cartoonist 

Ketcham
 24 Went down a chute
 25 “Play” button’s alternate function, 

often
 26 What an elated child might do
 28 Brooklynese “Y’all”
 30 Seed-to-be
 31 Norma and Charlotte
 32 Anastasia’s father, e.g.
 33 Easy chair features
 38 Kinks classic hit song
 39 Big name in steel
 41 Financial encumbrance
 43 Sao ___, Brazil
 46 Usher to, as a table
 49 Speaker’s asset
 51 Lots of, slangily
 52 Therefore
 53 Knife handle
 54 Trumpet man Al
 55 Red-helmeted rock group
 56 “Beware the ___ of March!”
 57 Wall Street’s Big Board (abbr.)
 60 “Kitchy-kitchy-___!”

“CRACK THE SKY” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

Lifestyle

India yogi lived to 90 
without food or water 
a

N Indian yogi, whose claims that he 
spent decades without food or water 
earned him a band of devotees and 
the scepticism of doctors, died on 

Tuesday, his neighbour told aFP.
The long-haired and bearded Prahlad Jani – who 

dressed in red and wore a nose ring in the fashion 
of Hindu goddesses – hailed from Charada village 
in the western state of Gujarat, where he spent his 
life in a routine of yoga and meditation.

He was 90 based on his claim that he was born 
in august 1929.

“He died early on Tuesday morning at his 
residence due to old age,” said Sheetal Chaud-
hary, who lived next door to Jani.

“He was rushed to hospital after midnight, but 
was declared dead on arrival by the doctors there.”

Jani’s body was taken to ambaji, a town renowned 
for its temples and where he had built a small 
ashram and was known as ‘mataji’ (goddess).

“The body will be kept at the ashram for the 
next two days for people to pay their last 
respects,” Chaudhary said, adding that Jani 
would be cremated on Thursday.

Jani’s tale that he was blessed by a goddess 
when he was a child which enabled him to 
survive without sustenance won him a small 
group of followers – despite the doubts of 
medical professionals.

He told aFP in 2003 that he got the “elixir of 
life from the hole in my palate, which enables 
me to go without food and water”.

There was no way of verifying Jani’s claims, 
but doctors have said a person cannot go for 
long periods without food or water without 
organ damage and the body breaking down.

Nevertheless, Jani’s claims attracted the 
interest of India’s medical community.

In 2010 a team of military doctors studied 
him for two weeks at a hospital in ahmedabad, 
Gujarat’s biggest city.

Jani was watched with cameras and closed 
circuit television. Doctors took scans of his 

organs, brain and blood vessels, and conducted 
tests on his heart, lungs and memory capacity.

They said he did not eat, drink or go to the 
toilet, and his only contact with fluid was dur-
ing gargling and bathing periodically. 

“We still do not know how he survives,” neu-
rologist Sudhir Shah told reporters then. 

“It is still a mystery what kind of phenom-
enon this is.”

The results of the study, initiated by India’s 
Defence Research and Development Organisa-
tion, were never published or submitted  
for peer review. AFP

Prahlad Jani, who died on Tuesday at age 90, 
claimed to have gone decades without any food or 
water. AFP

No screaming: Japanese 
carnivals prep for virus era

“NO screaming on the roller-
coaster”, socially distant spooks 
in the haunted house and 
“please refrain from high-fiving 
your favourite superhero” – wel-
come to Japanese amusement 
parks in the coronavirus era.

as Japan’s funfairs slowly 
reopen, a group of park opera-
tors have released joint guide-
lines on how to operate safely 
under the threat of the virus.

among the recommendations, 

thrill-seekers will be asked to wear 
masks at all times and “refrain 
from vocalising loudly” on roller-
coasters and other rides.

‘Ghosts’ lurking in haunted 
houses should maintain a 
healthy distance from their 
‘victims’, the guidelines add.

Park staff, including those 
dressed up as stuffed animal 
mascots and superheroes, 
should not shake hands or high-
five with young fans but main-

tain an appropriate distance.
Superheroes engaged in fights 

to the death with evil villains 
should also avoid whipping up 
support from spectators to pre-
vent screams – and potentially 
coronavirus-laden droplets – 
from flying through the air.

Virtual reality attractions 
should not operate unless the 
special glasses or goggles can 
be fully sanitised, the guide-
lines suggest.

and perhaps to parents’ 
relief, vendors will be asked to 
refrain from putting out toys or 
food samples for young visitors 
to touch, play with or eat.

“These guidelines will not 
bring infections to zero, but will 
reduce the risk of infection,” the 
operators admit, pledging to 
continue studying ways to bring 
down transmission risks.

Japan’s best-known theme 
parks – Tokyo Disneyland and 
Universal Studios Japan in the 
western city of Osaka – remain 
closed with no date yet set for 
reopening.

But Prime minister Shinzo 
abe on monday lifted a nation-
wide state of emergency after 
a sharp drop in the number of 
coronavirus cases in Japan.

Citizens and businesses have 
been urged to adapt to a “new 
normal” in the coronavirus 
era, including mask-wearing 
and social distancing where 
possible. AFP

‘No screaming on the roller coaster’ will be one of the new rules when 
Japanese amusement parks reopen. AFP
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audi parts with Formula-E 
star who virtually cheated
H

IGH-performance 
car manufacturer 
audi Sport GmbH 
on Tuesday parted 

ways with German racing 
driver Daniel abt for cheating 
in a charity video game race 
in which he passed the con-
trols to a professional esports 
gamer while pretending he 
himself was at the controls.

abt released a video late on 
Tuesday apologising, once 
again, but added that it was 
not his intention to cheat just 
to show that video racing was 
not like the real thing.

“This virtual sin of mine 
has consequences in the real 
world,” he said. “Today I had a 
conversation with audi that our 
ways will split from now on.”

In the race on Saturday, abt, 
second bottom of the virtual 
series, passed control of his car 
to Pro esports gamer Lorenz 
Hoerzing, 18, who was in aus-
tria, in the ‘sim’ for the race 
around Berlin-Tempelhof.

at one point, abt’s car led by 
a wide margin, arousing the 
suspicions of the organisers 
and rivals. 

The 27-year-old was dis-
qualified and ordered to make 
a “compulsory donation” of 
€10,000 ($11,000) to charity.

abt won a real world race on 
the same circuit in 2018 and 
has been successfully racing 
Formula-E since its creation 
in 2014.

“It’s a game, a simulation 
which does not have anything 

in common with real racing. 
It’s definitely very far away 
from what makes a real For-
mula E car,” abt said, showing 
a video of a virtual a multi-car 
pileup and saying “everyone 
drove as they liked”.

“There were drivers taking 
it seriously who put a lot of 
time on the simulators,” said 
abt, adding that he wanted a 
young sim racer “to show the 
other, real, drivers what he is 
capable of”.

Earlier on Tuesday, audi 
released a statement saying 
they had suspended abt and 
making clear that they did not 
see the funny side. 

“Integrity, transparency and 
consistent compliance with 
applicable rules are top priori-

ties for audi – this applies to all 
activities the brand is involved 
in without exception.” 

abt insisted he had not tried 
to cover up the ruse and was 
shocked by the reaction.

“It has never been my inten-
tion to lie to you,” he said. “after 
the race it suddenly went in a di-
rection which I had not ever been 
able to imagine in a dream.”

“I was portrayed as a cheater.”
“I apologise to my fam-

ily, my friends, my sponsors, 
audi, UNICEF and to the fans 
with all my heart,” he said.

“I made a huge mistake. I 
hope you can forgive me.”

“I feel like I couldn’t fall any 
further. I’m on the floor but 
I’ll get up again. I hope you 
accept my apology.” AFP

German Formula-E racing driver Daniel Abt was caught using a proxy to commandeer his vehicle in a simulated race last weekend. AFP

Bayern munich wins and mueller turns on charm

Blazers’ Lillard: If 
there’s no shot at 
playoffs, I’ll sit out

THERE may not be any fans in 
the stadiums but the Bundes-
liga knows the world is watch-
ing and on Tuesday Bayern 
munich’s Thomas mueller was 
part of its charm offensive.

Because of the coronavirus 
pandemic the German top-
flight is the only top-level game 
on the planet and football fans 
everywhere are watching.

after scoring the only goal as 
Bayern won a crunch match in 
Dortmund, Joshua Kimmich 
displaced US President Don-
ald Trump as the top-trending 
subject on Twitter in the US.

Cue Bayern veteran mueller 
smiling and joking as he reached 
out to international viewers 
with a post-match interview in 
almost perfect English.

mueller is known in his own 
country as an interviewee with 
a sense of humour. 

after the victory, he beamed 
as he faced a microphone and 

happily showed off his Ger-
man sense of humour as he 
talked about the length of 
Roman Buerki’s arms and 
compared teenage teammate 
alphonso Davies to the Loon-
ey Tunes cartoon character 
Roadrunner, complete with 
sound effects.

mueller described Kimmich’s 
game-winning lob over home 
keeper Buerki as “having a long 
hang time” while miming watch-
ing the ball pass over his head.

“I had a good feeling,” he 
said. 

“Roman Buerki is a great 
keeper, but one of his strengths 
is that he is maybe one of two 
steps outside his goal because 
maybe he has not got the long-
est arms so with these one of 
two steps he tries to have a bet-
ter angle and Joshua saw that.”

The interviewer quickly 
asked about the impressive and 
pacy Canada wing-back Dav-

ies, who tracked back to tackle 
a counter-attacking Erling 
Braut Haaland in the first half.

“a player with a lot of heart and 
with extreme power,” said muel-
ler, a 30-year-old Germany inter-
national. “although sometimes 
he has not the best position.” 

“When the opponent thinks 
‘Oh, I have time’, ‘meep, meep, 
meep’ the Roadrunner comes 
and steals the ball.”

mueller was pleased with his 
team’s display in a game in 
which both teams showed 
occasional signs of rust.

“We did a great perform-
ance. With the ball perhaps 
not our best, but with our 
heart and that’s the most 
important thing,” said mueller, 
tapping his chest.

“This game is maybe the 
decider and we won it. It’s a 
great feeling.”

“It looks better than before.” 
AFP

PORTLaND star Damian Lillard 
says he won’t play if the resumed 
NBa season doesn’t offer the 
Trail Blazers any chance of 
making the playoffs.

multiple reports have said 
that the North american profes-
sional basketball league is keen 
to ensure that all teams com-
plete a minimum of 70 regular 
seasons games in order to fulfil 
contractual obligations with 
regional television networks.

That could mean the Trail 
Blazers, who are one place 
outside the playoff berths in 
the Western Conference with 
a 29-37 record, have no realis-
tic prospect of overhauling 
memphis for the eighth spot 
in the postseason.

Lillard said if that scenario 
unfolded, he would effective-
ly boycott the Bla zers’ 
remaining games.

“If we come back and they’re 
just like: ‘We’re adding a few 
games to finish the regular sea-
son,’ and they’re throwing us 
out there for meaningless games 
and we don’t have a true oppor-
tunity to get into the playoffs, 
I’m going to be with my team 
because I’m a part of the team,” 
Lillard told yahoo Sports.

“But I’m not going to be par-

ticipating.”
The NBa is exploring a plan 

to resume the season late in 
July at Disney World in Orlan-
do, Florida, although final 
details of a plan have yet to be 
determined.

It remains unclear whether 
the league will aim to com-
plete the rest of the regular 
season or go straight into the 
playoff schedule.

Lillard is adamant, however, 
that he won’t play if Portland 
has no chance of reaching the 
postseason.

“If we come back and I don’t 
have an opportunity to make the 
playoffs, I will show up to work, 
I’ll be at practice and I’ll be with 
my team. I’m going to do all that 
. . . and then I’m going to be sit-
ting right on that bench during 
the games,” said Lillard.

He said he backed the idea of 
holding a mini-tournament 
involving teams currently out-
side the playoff places to deter-
mine the postseason line-up.

“If they come back and say 
it’s something like a tourna-
ment, play-in style, between 
the No7 and No12 seeds, if 
we’re playing for playoff spots, 
then I think that’s perfect,” he 
said. AFP

Bayern Munich’s German midfielder Joshua Kimmich (left) scored the match’s only goal against Borussia 
Dortmund. Pool/AFP

Portland Trail Blazers point guard Damian Lillard says he will travel 
with his team, but he won’t play if their playoff chances are nil. AFP
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NHL plans to 
settle season 
with 24-team 
playoff series 
T

HE National Hockey 
League (NHL) an-
nounced on Tuesday 
it will abandon the rest 

of the regular season and pro-
ceed directly to a 24-team play-
off staged in two hub cities.

NHL commissioner Gary 
Bettman said the revised 
schedule would “produce a 
worthy Stanley Cup cham-
pion” after a season that has 
been put on hold by the coro-
navirus pandemic. 

However Bettman offered no 
fixed date on when play would 
resume, while the two cities due 
to host the playoffs were also 
yet to be decided. Formal train-
ing camps won’t open until July 
1 at the earliest, he added.

The NHL season has been on 
pause since march 12 due to 
the Covid-19 outbreak, and all 
players currently remain under 
league-mandated quarantine.

Bettman said 10 cities are in 
the running for the two hub cen-
tres, including seven from the 
US – Chicago, Columbus, Dallas, 
Los angeles, Las Vegas, minne-
apolis and Pittsburgh. The three 
Canadian cities are Toronto, 
Vancouver and Edmonton.

Bettman said the league 
had drawn up a long-list of 
candidate cities in order to 
retain scheduling flexibility.

“We didn’t want to get locked 

in. We don’t want to go to a 
place where there is a lot of 
Covid-19 or we don’t want to 
go to a place where we can’t get 
the testing we need,” he said. 

“There is going to be exten-
sive testing. It must be avail-
able on wide-scale basis with-
out obstructing local needs.”

Border snag
although three Canadian 

cities are in the running, Bet-
tman later told reporters that 
unless Canada lifts manda-
tory 14-day quarantine rules, 
the NHL will not be heading 
north of the US border.

“We don’t need to make a 
decision today. We’ll probably 
need to make one in three to 
four weeks, and at that point we 
would be able to better evaluate 
how Covid 19 is in a particular 
place,” said Bettman. 

He reiterated earlier reports 
that the playoff format would 
begin with best-of-five series, 
but the Stanley Cup final would 
be the traditional best-of-seven.

“We anticipate playing into 
the late summer and early 
fall,” he said.

Under the proposed sched-
ule, the top four seeds in 
each conference would play 
a round robin tournament for 
first-round seedings.

The top four seeds in the East-

ern Conference hub city would 
be the Boston Bruins, Tampa 
Bay Lightning, Washington Cap-
itals and Philadelphia Flyers. 

The top four Western Con-
ference teams would be the 
St Louis Blues, Colorado ava-
lanche, Vegas Golden Knights 
and Dallas Stars. 

The other 16 teams in both 
conferences would play in a 
best-of-five first round. 

The rest of the bracketed 
playoff format for the Eastern 
Conference would have Pitts-
burgh (5) vs montreal (12), 
Carolina (six) vs New york 
Rangers (11), the New york 
Islanders (seven) vs Florida 
(10) and Toronto (eight) vs 
Columbus (nine).

The Western matchups are 
Edmonton (five) vs Chicago 
(12), Nashville (six) vs arizo-

na (11), Vancouver (seven) vs 
minnesota (10) and Calgary 
(eight) vs Winnipeg (nine).

Games will be played be-
hind closed doors without 
fans in the buildings. 

While the players and the NHL 
have agreed on a format, the 
NHL Players’ association has 
not formally approved any ac-
tual return to finish the season.

Bettman said the league and 

clubs will combine to spend 
millions of dollars conducting 
up to 30,000 tests for the play-
ers, coaches, officials and staff.

“you just do the math,” he 
said. “Our medical advisers 
tell us that by the time we are 
doing this over the summer, 
it will be a relatively insignifi-
cant number relative to the 
number of tests that will be 
available.” AFP

The Stanley Cup will be hoisted in a yet-to-be-named city if the NHL playoff plan goes forward. GETTY IMAGES/AFP

‘God of cricket’ Tendulkar haunts India prodigy Shaw
COmPaRISONS to India’s “god of 
cricket” Sachin Tendulkar have not 
always helped Prithvi Shaw as he 
seeks to put a doping ban and injury 
worries behind him and cement his 
place in the national side.

Shaw, now 20, was instantly linked 
with Tendulkar when he matched the 
feat of the ‘Little master’ by scoring 
centuries for mumbai on his debuts 
in the domestic Ranchi and Duleep 
tournaments in 2017.

He then led India to victory at the 
Under-19 World Cup, and burst into 
the Test team in 2018 with a match-
winning 134 against West Indies, 
becoming the youngest Indian to 
score a century on debut at 18 years, 
10 months and 25 days.

But since then, the boyish batsman 
has followed a rocky path.

an ankle injury ruled him out of 
India’s historic first Test series tri-
umph in australia last year, and he 
was then slapped with a back-dated 
eight-month ban for taking a prohib-
ited anti-asthma drug.

Former Test opener Wasim Jaffer 
said: “He is a special talent and I am 
a little disappointed with the way 
things have taken its course after his 

ankle injury and then his ban for 
using the banned substance.

“Seeing all this troubles me, because 
he is very, very talented. But he needs 
to be disciplined if he wants to 
achieve great things.

“He is living in that Indian circle 
where he has got role models like 
Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma, Shikhar 
Dhawan who are so disciplined.”

Schoolboy sensation
Jaffer, who played 31 Tests for India, 

added: “There is much competition and 
he missed so many Tests and internation-
als and does not need to do that because 
this is his time to fulfil his potential.”

Shaw, who has played four Tests 
and three ODIs, made headlines 
around the world as a 14-year-old 
when he smashed a record 546 off 330 
balls in a 2013 school competition.

That evoked memories of Ten-
dulkar’s 326 not out in his 664-run 
partnership with Vinod Kambli in the 
same tournament, the Harris Shield, 
in 1988. Comparisons have been 
made ever since.

Shaw has admitted there is a down-
side to being constantly likened to 
Tendulkar, a hero among cricket fans 

who holds the record for runs in Tests 
and one-day internationals.

“There is pressure when people com-
pare me to him. But I take it as a chal-
lenge. I try to play like him. He is the 
god of cricket,” Shaw told an online 
discussion with the Delhi Capitals, his 
Indian Premier League franchise.

Jaffer said Shaw has to be mentally 
equipped to deal with the pressures, 
like any international star.

“Whenever you perform at the top 
level, the media and the people hype 
you so much, but it is an individual’s 
responsibility to learn,” said Jaffer.

“Virat keeps himself grounded. Every 

rising batsman in mumbai circles is 
right away compared to Tendulkar. Eve-
rything boils down to performance.”

Shaw, who was only eight when he 
first met Tendulkar, said he regards 
the batting legend as a mentor and 
sometimes speaks to him about the 
mental challenges of the game.

“Now also whenever I go for prac-
tice, if Sachin Sir is there to watch me, 
he will talk, not much technically but 
mentally more,” Shaw said, during a 
live chat on Instagram.

Veteran commentator Charu Shar-
ma believes Shaw has lived up to the 
intense hype.

Sharma said: “Because when you 
play school cricket or local league 
cricket, the leap from there to inter-
national cricket is a Grand Canyon. 
He has taken that leap and has land-
ed on the right side because of all the 
early work he did.

“Prithvi, like Rohit Sharma and Ten-
dulkar, can adjust very well despite his 
aggressive stance and can assess the ball 
quicker than many other cricketers.

“If he keeps himself physically well, 
mentally he is a very strong kid, he 
will be able to play for India for a very 
long time,” he said. AFP

Prithvi Shaw, 20, has been under the spotlight since he started being compared to 
India’s greatest player. AFP
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