
Niem Chheng

DESPITE their political differences, 
former opposition leaders Kem Sokha 
and Sam Rainsy have offered their con-
dolences to Prime Minister Hun Sen 
over the death of his mother-in-law.

On Tuesday, Sokha visited Hun Sen 
at his residence in Phnom Penh to pay 
his last respects to Bun Seangly, who 
passed away on Monday at 96.

Their meeting marked the first time in 
four years since the two met. He was 
arrested for “treason” in September 2017 
and the Cambodia National Rescue 

Party (CNRP) was dissolved by the 
Supreme Court later that year. 

Sokha’s former cabinet chief Muth 
Chantha, who escorted him to the 
funeral, said the visit was a show of com-
passion and unity in difficult times.

“Sokha shared his deepest condo-
lences to Hun Sen for the loss of his 
beloved mother-in-law. They talked for 
around 50 minutes about national 
interests,” he said.

Meng Sopheary, one of Sokha’s four 
defence lawyers who also accompa-
nied him to the funeral, declined to 
elaborate on the pair’s discussion.

“Attending a funeral is a tradition 
in our Khmer culture. Anyone can 
attend to express condolence and 
share sorrow,” she said.

Rainsy, who is currently living in 
France in self-imposed exile to avoid 
a slew of legal cases against him in the 
Kingdom, also sent his condolences.

In his letter, he recalled a time when 
the prime minister made a phone call 
to his wife Tioulong Saumura in Novem-
ber 2016 to express condolence over 
the death of her mother. Hun Sen sent
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Schools to remain shut
Khorn Savi

T
HE Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sport said it has no 
immediate plan to reopen 
schools that have been 

ordered shut across the Kingdom 
amid the Covid-19 pandemic.

This comes despite the fact that some 
two million rural students are unable to 
access its E-Learning and Distance 
Learning programmes as they either do 

not have smartphones or televisions. 
Explaining its decision in response to 

a request by the Cambodian Independ-
ent Teachers’ Association (Cita) for a 
partial reopening, Minister of Educa-
tion Hang Chuon Naron said the min-
istry’s E-Learning and Distance Learn-
ing programmes are still receiving 
support among students and parents.  

On March 14, the government ordered 
all schools – from kindergartens to uni-
versity level – to shut down. 

Lessons were initially moved online, 
and on April 19, the ministry signed a 
memorandum of understanding with 
the Ministry of Information to make 
classes available to students who do 
not have smartphones to access Dis-
tance Learning programmes via televi-
sion, which it launched with newly 
established channel TVK2.

 Students living in rural areas were 
told to access the channel via Decho 
TV (DTV) which is owned by Cambo-

dian DTV Network Ltd, a subsidiary of 
the Thai Shin satellite company.

In its letter to the ministry on Tues-
day, Cita said a reopening should be 
considered as the Kingdom had seen 
no new case of coronavirus infection 
over the last three weeks.

As of Wednesday, only two out of a total 
of 122 Covid-19 patients throughout the 
Kingdom remained hospitalised.

Reprieve in sight
The Ministry of Justice is set to kick-off a campaign to ease overcrowding in prisons. HENG CHIVOAN

Sokha visits grieving PM, 
treason trial to continue 

Afghan man 
stabs sister 
in ‘honour 
killing’ act
AN AFGHAN soldier stabbed his 
teenage sister to death after she 
rejected a marriage proposal 
arranged by her family, police said 
on Tuesday, in what appears to be a 
so-called “honour killing”.

The 18-year-old woman was 
killed on Monday in Baharak dis-
trict of the northeastern province 
of Badakhshan by her brother, who 
later fled to a Taliban-controlled 
area, provincial police spokesman 
Sanaullah Rohani said.

Rohani said the victim was first 
strangled by a rope and then 
stabbed to death.

“Police have launched an opera-
tion to arrest him,” Rohani said.

A women’s rights activist from 
Badakhshan confirmed the murder.

The victim wanted to marry a 
man she loved but her family 
wanted her to marry someone 
else, activist Asifa Karimi said.

“She rejected her family’s proposal 
and handed herself in to the police, 
but the police gave her back to her 
family. Her brother, a soldier, took her 
home and killed her brutally in a case 
of honour killing,” Karimi said.

Parts of Afghan society operate 
under a strict code of “honour” that 
gives women little or no say in matters 
such as whom they can marry and 
whether they can get an education.

Fawzia Koofi, a former lawmak-
er from Badakhshan, blamed the 
police for mishandling the case.

Many in Afghanistan, including 
within the country’s police and 
judiciary, believe “honour killing” 
is a suitable punishment for wom-
en who elope, Koofi said.

“Women in Afghanistan are still 
the most vulnerable part of soci-
ety, not only under the Taliban 
controlled areas but also in their 
homes,” she said. AFP
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“The Covid-19 situation has 
not gotten worse over the past 
weeks. Therefore, the ministry 
should examine the possibility 
of reopening a number of 
schools in certain areas for stu-
dents at all levels,” it said.

Cita said the ministry’s pro-
grammes could only reach 
students whose parents are 

better-off, but pose difficul-
ties to poor students whose 
parents could barely make 
ends meet, especially those 
in rural areas. 

It said most parents are also 
too busy making a living to 
tend to their children.

Ministry spokesperson Ros 
Soveacha said the Distance 
Learning Programme will con-
tinue despite the Covid-19 

situation having improved, 
with no new case reported and 
nearly all patients having been 
cleared of the disease.

Echoing Chuon Naron, he 
said stakeholders including 
parents and students support 
the programme amid the clo-
sure, especially through the 
newly launched TV Broad-
casting (TVK2), which he 
claimed benefitted those in 
urban and rural areas across 
the Kingdom.

“For the time being, please 
refer to the ministry’s April 24 
directive on Distance Learning 
and E-Learning Programmes 
for students at kindergarten, 
elementary and secondary 
school levels,” he said.

However, Soveacha did not 
provide statistics as to how 
many households could 
access its programmes.     

Svay Rieng provincial edu-
cation department director 
Khieu Samol said the number 
of students in his province 
who could afford the minis-
try’s E-Learning Programme 
is low, with most opting for 
TVK2.

He said broadcast quality 
from the channel in some area 
is also poor.    

Samol said home-based dis-
tance learning have also posed 
challenges to students whose 
learning could not be moni-
tored. He said the TV broad-
cast also does not include all 
subjects, making it difficult for 
students to catch up with the 
curriculum. 

“The ministry has already 
issued its guidelines. If stu-
dents are not able to return to 
school anytime soon, they will 

see their school vacation dura-
tion reduced to a minimum so 
they have more time to catch 
up with the curriculum,” he 
said.

In an interview with The Post 
last week, Soveacha acknowl-
edged the difficulties facing 
poor households. He said the 
ministry does not have any 
plan as yet to help students in 
rural areas to gain access to its 
learning programmes via 
smartphones or television.

“The ministry encourages 
students who cannot study 
through smartphones and tel-
evision to learn with those 
who have such equipment.

“This means for families that 
do not have televisions yet, the 
ministry encourages them to 
follow the educational pro-
grammes at their neighbour’s 
houses with less than 10 peo-
ple and practice hygiene 

measures in line with advice 
from the Ministry of Health,” 
he said.

Citing a 2008 census, Infor-
mation and broadcasting 
director-general Phos Sovann 
said 2.4 million households 
have televisions in the King-
dom.

He said television channels 
are accessible via free to air, 
cable, or satellite dishes. How-
ever, the first two options are 
not available to rural areas and 
only satellite television is 
widely subscribed there.

Sovann also confirmed to 
The Post that televisions in 
rural areas “will not receive the 
educational programmes if 
the households have not 
installed the satellite dishes”.

On Monday, Minister of 
Health Mam Bunheng said 
school reopening is at the edu-
cation ministry’s discretion.
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Khorn Savi

ENVIRONMENT officers have 
been asked to investigate 
claims that from April 28 to 
May 5, activists found two lo-
cations where illegal logging 
took place in Pursat in the 
Cardamom Mountains. 

Environmental activist Heng 
Sros said on Wednesday that 
he saw the actual forest offenc-
es at two locations where the 
illegal logging took place at the 
Phnom Oral Wildlife Sanctuary 
and the Veal Thma Thom area. 
He claimed there was timber 
that had already been cut.

In these two regions, he 
added, 15 trucks were found. 
“Workers used them to deliv-
er timber to sell to Koh Sophy 
who is a major-general and 
Hay Thong, also known as Ta 
Thong. Both of them are no-
torious traders of timber in 
Pursat,” he alleged.

Sros said the workers told 
him they were employed to cut 
the timber and given 400,000 
riel ($100) per cubic metre.

“The people who hired the 
workers are Ta Thong and 
Koh Sophy. Both of them are 
timber businessmen in Pursat 
province. [The workers] told 
me they paid a lot of money in 
exchange for logging the wood 
and delivering it,” he said.

However, Thong told The 
Post on Wednesday that he 
stopped his logging business 
a long time ago. He admitted 
that he used to cut wood de-
livered by motorbike for pri-
vate people but he stopped 
after the company he worked 
for closed down.

“I quit this career already. 
I do not have [the money] to 
buy timber. I now raise cattle at 
home and I do not do anything 
else. People just accuse me. It is 
not nice. I used to work with a 
company a long time ago. The 
company was closed. I no lon-
ger work there,” he said. 

Provincial Department of En-
vironment director Pan Mor-
akat also denied accusations 
of wrongdoing. He said his 
officers did not accept money 
from the offenders. After being 
made aware of the issue, he or-
dered his rangers to check the 
locations on Tuesday. 

“Meanwhile, we do not 
know if it is true or not. We will 
investigate it to know whether 
the case is true,” he said, add-
ing that he had heard accusa-
tions like this before. 

“The locations that have 
been reported are very deep 
in the forest near Koh Kong 
province. I have never been 
there because we have to 
travel across the valley and it 
takes several days and nights 
to reach the area,” he said. 

He said environment officers 
cannot collude with offenders 
to let them fell trees because 
they work closely with Wild-
life Alliance and Conservation 
in the mountains. 

He said he would report to 
the Ministry of Environment 
after he receives specific infor-
mation from rangers who went 
to investigate the matter.

Activists 
report of 
logging 
in Pursat

Clearing of 
backlogged 
cases to start
Voun Dara

A 
L O N G - AWA I T E D 
campaign to clear a 
backlog of legal cases 
across the Kingdom 

is likely to begin next week 
after Minister of Justice Koeut 
Rith met with the relevant 
ministries, prosecutors and 
chiefs of municipal and pro-
vincial courts over the issue.

Ministry spokesperson Chin 
Malin told The Post on Wednes-
day that the campaign aimed to 
ease overcrowding in prisons.

“The meetings are prepara-
tion to clear pending legal cas-
es in courts across the King-
dom. It is a prelude to solving 
the prison overcrowding issue. 
The campaign will probably 
start next week,” he said.

Malin said action plans, 
mechanism, duration and 
expected outcomes will be 
announced before the start of 
the campaign.

He said the ministry had 
identified three priority areas 
to clear the backlog. First, drug-
related cases will be expedited.

Second, the needs of each 
court will be identified and 
addressed to speed up drug-

related trials, and third, mi-
nor drug-related trials will be 
handled urgently based on 
legal procedures and human-
itarian principles.

This, he said, includes al-
lowing suspects to get bail, 
suspended sentences or sen-
tences based on mitigating 
circumstances following legal 
procedures.

Malin said in March that 
there were around 10,000 
pending cases piled up in 
courts each year, mostly in-
volving drug-related crimes.

“Most cases are stuck in 
Phnom Penh, so if we can solve 
the cases here, we can address 
the problem throughout Cam-
bodia. The Phnom Penh Mu-
nicipal Court is capable of solv-
ing about 10,000 cases a year.

“We have pooled all our hu-
man resources and worked 
day and night to speed up pro-
ceedings. Despite these efforts, 
we could only solve around 
10,000 cases a year. But don’t 
forget that around 10,000 new 
cases also make their way to 
the court each year,” he said.

General Department of Pris-
on spokesman Nuth Savna 
welcomed the move. He said 

the past efforts did not yield 
fruitful results in addressing 
prison overcrowding.

“In my opinion, depending 
on the seriousness of each 
case, inmates should be grant-
ed bail. This would help re-
duce overcrowding,” he said.

He said the court should con-
sider a suspect’s background 
and seriousness of his case. 
Minor cases, he said, should be 
solved outsides of court.

Officials from munici-
pal and provincial courts 
recently compiled reports 
of detainees and details of 

their crimes, which he said is 
a good step to reducing over-
crowding in prisons.

“Trial delays have a lot of 
impacts. As a prison official, 
I cannot do anything but call 
on the Ministry of Justice to 
address the issues that pris-
ons are facing.

“At least, the courts should 
speed up proceedings. Of all 
the detainees currently in 
prisons, only 50 per cent have 
received final verdicts. It [the 
ministry’s campaign] would 
help,” he said.

Rights group Adhoc spokes-

person Soeng Sen Karuna 
said trial delays affect the de-
tainees’ rights.

“We applaud the new min-
ister’s willingness to address 
problems in Cambodia’s judi-
cial system. He sees the prob-
lems, and so do civil society 
organisations,” he said.

He said such reforms could 
restore public trust in the ju-
diciary. “Past reforms did not 
respond to the need of the 
public who want to see a judi-
cial system that correctly ap-
plies the law and is trusted by 
the people,” he said.

Minister of Justice Koeut Rith met with ministries, prosecutors and chiefs of municipal and provincial courts 
over the issue of clearing a backlog of legal cases across the country. justice ministry

Virus threat subsides but distance learning to go on  

A teacher tending to students learning the use of computers at the 
Coconut School at Kirirom national park in Kampong Speu province. afp
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his son Hun Many to the funeral.
“No matter how different our 

political positions are, the sor-
row caused by the death of our 
loved ones can happen to us 
at any time,” he wrote.

Rainsy told The Post that his 
letter of condolence to Hun Sen 
was a “reciprocal courtesy”.

Government spokesperson 
Phay Siphan said on Wednes-
day the sharing of condolenc-
es is a good gesture in Khmer 
culture, which he said is sepa-

rate from Sokha’s legal case.
“Justice and good gesture are 

two different things. Having good 
manners is part of our Cambo-
dian culture, and justice is part 
of the courts’ affairs. I think both 
cannot be mixed,” he said.

Sokha has also donated 
$5,000 to the government in its 
fight against the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

Political analyst Em Sovan-
nara said Sokha’s condolence 
visit was a positive sign of 
relations between the former 
political rivals, though he 

said it was too early to say if it 
holds sway on his ongoing 
treason trial.

“We don’t see any real 
progress yet. His trial is qui-
etly proceeding and no charge 
has been dropped,” he said.

Sokha is accused of conspir-
ing with a foreign power to 
topple the government and 
faces up to 30 years in prison 
if found guilty. His trial has 
been delayed by the Phnom 
Penh Municipal Court due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

But on Wednesday next 

week, the Appeal Court will 
hear his lawyers’ arguments 
against the lower court’s deci-
sion to accept new evidence 
submitted by the prosecution 
in the treason trial.

Appeal Court spokesperson 
Touch Tharith confirmed the 
date but declined to provide 
details.

Sokha’s lawyer Sopheary said 
without elaborating that the 
lower court’s acceptance of 
new evidence submitted by 
the prosecution violated legal 
procedures.

National
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Long Kimmarita 

AT A Tuesday meeting with the 
executive director of the Cam-
bodia Development Resource 
Institute (CDRI), Pech Sokhem, 
Minister of Labour and Voca-
tional Training Ith Sam Heng 
urged Cambodian youths to 
learn technical skills.

Sam Heng also requested 
the CDRI to open more Tech-
nical Vocational Education 
and Training (TVET) insti-
tutes and said it should con-
duct studies on how to best 
implement government plans 
and policies related to human 
resource development.

He said technical train-

ing and professional sectors 
needed to respond to the 
requirements of the present 
and future labour market.

“The ministry will promote 
these sectors by strengthening 
the National Training Board, 
expanding and strengthening 
government working groups 
and empowering the private 
sector and its partners.

“We will also continue to 
promote strategic plans for 
developing the labour sector 
and professional technical 
training by laying out a mas-
ter plan to ensure the capac-
ity and efficiency of the 38 
institutes under the minis-
try,” he said.

Sam Heng encouraged 
those in the private sector 
to invest in the educational 
sector to help it open more 
TVET institutes.

“We encourage high school 
graduates to learn profession-
al skills which can land them 
a job. They can also pursue 
bachelor’s, master’s and PhD 
degrees,” he said.

He said the Cambodia 
market requires a strong la-
bour force but youths don’t 
seem interested enough in 
TVET programmes.

Sokhem said CDRI will 
continue to cooperate with 
the ministry to support the 
TVET sector.

Ry Sochan

THE Cambodian People’s 
Party (CPP) has laid out a 
monthly plan for its ongoing 
battle against fake news in 
an attempt to quell mislead-
ing information that could 
lead to political or economic 
subversion.

In a memo dated May 1, the 
CPP said: “As the Kingdom 
struggles against Covid-19, 
opponents are still attempt-
ing to disseminate propa-
ganda to exploit politics with 
no concern for the welfare of 
the people.”

The memo said the CPP 
launched a timely counterat-
tack on fake news last month 
when opponents fabricated 
information to intimidate 
people and trouble the na-
tion.

It said the CPP has been 
able to control the situation 
due to the government’s abil-
ity to introduce appropriate, 
timely and responsive stra-
tegic principles.

The memo said living condi-
tions remain normal and the 
economy remains sustain-
able, even though the govern-
ment had to apply some eco-
nomic restrictions to prevent 
the spread of Covid-19.

The CPP, it said, has also 
laid out a plan to explain the 
new state of emergency law 
which was recently passed by 
the National Assembly.

CPP spokesman Sok Ey-
san could not be reached for 
comment on Wednesday.

Ministry of Information 
spokesman Phos Sovann told 
The Post on Wednesday that 
the number of fake news sto-
ries had decreased.

To help stop the spread of 
fake news from overseas, the 
ministry taught people how 
to analyse different types of 
fake news, Facebook pages, 
and accounts.

Royal Academy of Cambo-
dia’s International Relations 
Institute director Kin Phea 
told The Post on Wednesday 
that fake news stories had 
been emerging on social me-
dia.

He said the spread of fake 
news affects multiple as-
pects of society, including 
the economy and the han-
dling of the pandemic.

CPP rivals send PM notes of sympathy 

CPP rolls 
out plan 
to address 
fake news

Ministry warns of severe heatwave 

Ministry: youths need more technical skills

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

T
HE Ministry of Health 
warned on Wednes-
day that the expected 
heatwaves could af-

fect the health and lives of the 
elderly, children and those 
with heart or lung diseases 
and other infections.

The warning came after the 
Ministry of Water Resources 
and Meteorology forecast 
that in the next few days, the 
maximum temperature in 
Cambodia would reach 41C.

The heatwave is due to a 
weak low-pressure system. 
The phenomenon can cause 
slight intermittent rain, strong 
winds and thunderstorms.

“When the weather is too 
hot, the lack of oxygen in the 
atmosphere is higher, which 
can cause people to have 
heart failure and respiratory 
illnesses. Dangers also in-
clude weakness, fatigue, suf-
focation, fainting, and stroke 
that could cause death.

“Everyone should pay 
greater attention to personal 
and family health issues, es-
pecially children and elderly 
people,” ministry spokes-
woman Or Vandine said.

She advised people to prac-
tice regular hygiene by washing 
their hands, bathing, drinking 
water frequently and wearing 
long-sleeved but thin clothes 
to prevent skin irritation and 
itching caused by the heat.

People should not stay lon-
ger under the sun than neces-
sary and should avoid going 
outdoors when it is so hot.

Vandine said the hot weather 

will cause dehydration and salt 
loss due to excessive sweating 
that affects the bloodstream 
and disrupts brain function.

This is particularly true for 
people who already have heart, 
lung, or kidney problems, or 
who are on a diet of salty food 
or may be prone to fatigue.

Also, the heat will cause a 
loss of essential nutrients such 

as potassium and magnesium, 
which can cause leg cramps, 
and more seriously, the body’s 
ability to cool itself down.

“Although we currently 
have no new cases of Covid-
19 infection, it would be high-
ly risky for us if we did not 
implement proper sanitary 
measures regularly,” she said.

Vandine said the implemen-

tation of sanitary measures 
following ministry guidelines 
will not only protect one from 
the heat but also prevent the 
spread of Covid-19.

However, she urged those 
with diarrhoea, cough, fever 
or fainting spells to seek treat-
ment at the nearest health 
centre or hospital.

The Ministry of Water Re-

sources issued a statement on 
Tuesday calling on people to be 
more cautious about weather 
conditions that will increase 
temperatures to a maximum 
of 41C from May 8 to 10. 

There will also be rain, wind 
and thunderstorms, especially 
in the central plains, the Dan-
grek mountains range, and the 
Northeast plateau, it said.

Children sit on a fishing boat in Kirivong district, Takeo province as drought remains a serious threat. Chhorn norn

Minister of Labour and Vocational Training Ith Sam Heng is urging 
Cambodian youths to learn technical skills. Labour Ministry

Former CNRP president Kem Sokha (right) offers his condolences at 
Prime Minister Hun Sen’s Phnom Penh residence. faCebook



Soth Koemsoeun

THE National Police’s Crim-
inal Investigation Depart-
ment sent Seng Sopheaktra, 
47, to the Phnom Penh Mu-
nicipal Court on Wednesday 
for soliciting bribes and issu-
ing death threats while dis-
guised as a two-star police 
major-general working at the 
Ministry of Interior.

The ministry’s Criminal Po-
lice Department’s adminis-
trative office chief Mom Chek 
said Sopheaktra was arrested 
in Chroy Changva district’s 
Chroy Changva commune.

An illegally obtained Glock 
26 pistol was found on him 
during the arrest, he said.

Chek said late last year So-
pheaktra extorted $15,000 
from a citizen to help process 
documents which would help 
his son gain entry into the 
National Police force.

He said after Sopheaktra 
failed to keep his promise, the 
victim requested his money 
back, but Sopheaktra refused 
and threatened to shoot him 
if he continued to ask.

The victim filed a restrain-
ing order which led to So-
pheaktra’s arrest.

Department head Ngeng 
Chou confirmed Sopheak-
tra would face charges. “Our 
officials have already ques-
tioned and sent him to court. 

The suspect was arrested for 
cheating and threatening to 
kill people,” he said.

Deputy prosecutor and 
court spokesman Kuch Kim-
long confirmed he has re-
ceived the case file.

“I forwarded it to the pros-
ecutor who is still question-
ing Sopheaktra in line with to 
procedures,” he said.

National
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Three arrested in robbery,  
one in shooting, extortion
Soth Koemsoeun

T
HE Criminal Investi-
gation Department 
of the National Police 
sent three Chinese 

nationals to the Phnom Penh 
Municipal Court on Wednes-
day after they were arrested 
on Monday for allegedly 
robbing a man of more than 
$110,000 and five mobile 
phones.

The department’s admin-
istrative office director Mom 
Chek said the suspects robbed 
the man in Boeung Keng Kang 
district’s Tuol Svay Prey I in the 
capital on April 30.

The victim immediately 
reported the incident to the 
police, who tracked down the 
three suspects and arrested 
them in Siem Reap town, 
Siem Reap province.

Chek said the operation 
was headed by National Po-
lice chief Neth Savoeun and 
the department’s head Ngeng 
Chou, with help from court 
prosecutor Keo Sothea.

However, court spokes-
man Kuch Kimlong said on 
Wednesday he had yet to re-
ceive the case file.

According to a police report 
on Wednesday, the suspects 
confessed to robbing the vic-
tim on April 30. It said after 
the robbery, they escaped in 
a pick-up, which they later 

abandoned in Siem Reap.
They then took a taxi to 

Banteay Meanchey province 
with the intention of making 
it to Thailand, but when they 
found the border closed, they 
waited two days and set off 
for Sihanoukville.

On Monday, they travelled 
from Sihanoukville to the cap-
ital, before returning to Siem 
Reap province to retrieve the 
pick-up. But police intercept-
ed and arrested them.

In a separate incident on 
Wednesday, a Chinese na-
tional was shot twice and 
seriously injured in Chroy 
Changvar district’s Changvar 
commune in the capital.

Commune police chief Chan 
Bunthoeun said he believed 
the violence was extortion-re-
lated and police have arrested 
a suspect for questioning.

District police chief Siem 
Sothavuth declined to com-
ment on the case.

A media report on Wednes-
day which quoted an anony-
mous Chinese translator said 
the perpetrator had in fact ex-
torted $30,000 from the victim 
on Koh Pich (Diamond Island). 

The translator said it was 
not clear why the perpetrator 
shot the victim.

 After the incident, the per-
petrator was transported to 
Chroy Changvar police sta-
tion, while the victim was 
sent to the hospital.

The three men were arrested for allegedly robbing a man of $110,000 on Monday. police

Seng Sopheaktra, 47, impersonated 
a major general to solicit bribes, 
make death threats. police

Police impersonator  
to be charged over 
fraud, death threats



Khouth Sophak Chakrya

MORE than 200 families in 
Chamkar Samrong commune, 
Battambang town, called on 
the authorities on Wednes-
day to take immediate action 
against the owner of a con-
struction project whom they 
accused of building a fence 
on a public road.

Nak Chanthorn, a repre-
sentative of the families told 
The Post that Lim Tear Leng, 
the owner of the construction 
project, Khmer-Chinese Lean 
Hour School, is impeding on 
the public road that was re-
cently widened.

Chanthorn said Tear Leng’s 
workers are digging up their 
“beloved” public street.

Before the expansion, the 
street was only 5m wide, but 
authorities had widened it 
by an additional 3m on both 

sides to ease traffic for resi-
dents and reduce congestion 
in Battambang town too. Now 
they claim that Tear Leng is 
ruining that accomplishment.

“We are very happy and ap-
preciative of this achievement. 
Therefore, our people are pro-
testing against Lim Tear Leng, 
the owner of the school build-
ing construction, who has built 
a fence and invaded the street.

“We have requested the 
authorities to act on the case 
urgently for the benefit of the 
public,” he said.

Battambang provincial gov-
ernor Pheng Sethy sent offi-
cials on Wednesday to investi-
gate the location. He said the 
authorities had advised the 
project owner to temporary 
suspend construction of the 
fence that residents claimed 
impeded on a public street.

Battambang provincial of-

fice for Land Management, 
Urban Planning and Con-
struction head Sok Kinna who 
led the inspection of the site, 
told The Post that, according 
to the actual inspection, Tear 
Leng’s fence is on the street.

But according to the legal doc-
uments that Tear Leng present-
ed to authorities, the fence poles 
were on his private land only.

“We’ve already checked and 
the site where he was digging 
the fence was on his private 
property, but he had previ-
ously donated it for a public 
street without having any-
thing in writing.

“Therefore, only the municipal 
and provincial authorities can 
solve the problem,” she said.

Tear Leng denied the allega-
tions that he had dug a fence 
on a public street. He told The 
Post that at first, the street was 
only 5m and he had asked the 
villagers living along it to do-
nate their land to widen the 
street, but they refused.

After that, he decided to 
buy the land to expand the 
street for his school construc-
tion site.

“I did not build a fence on 
the street. I measured my 
land and only built the fence 
on my land.

“The people living behind 
me have a lot of money. If the 
street is narrow they can ex-
pand the street. The people 
who accuse me of building on 
a public street are those who 
hadn’t donated their land to 
expand this street,” he said.

National
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Kim Sarom

THE Siem Reap Provincial 
Court placed Uk Pichreaksmey 
Udom, 20, in pre-trial deten-
tion at the provincial prison 
on Tuesday for trafficking in 
weapons after police found 
three pistols in his home in 
Siem Reap town on Monday.

Provincial deputy police 
chief Huot Sothy said on 
Wednesday that investigating 
Judge Kim Sothea charged 
Pichreaksmey Udom, who 
lived in Svay Dangkum com-
mune’s Svay Dangkum vil-
lage, under Article 489 of the 

Criminal Code, which pro-
hibits the production or traf-
ficking of weapons. 

If convicted, the suspect 
faces between two and five 
years in prison with fines up 
to 10 million riel ($2,500).

He was also charged under 
Article 20 of the Law on the 
Management of Weapons, 
Ammunition and Explosives, 
a similar law, which carries a 
maximum of two years in jail 
and a fine of up to two million 
riel if convicted.  

Sothy said police discov-
ered the suspect had illegally 
transported the guns from 

Thailand to Cambodia. 
During the 4:30pm arrest, 

police searched Pichreaks-
mey Udom’s house and con-
fiscated three gas pistols, 
four bottles of gas, 11 boxes 
of bullets, 100 loose bullets, 
a laptop, a mouse and a pair 
of earphones as evidence, 
he said.

Sothy clarified that gas pis-
tols can be lethal and are ca-
pable of being loaded with 
iron or plastic bullets.

“These are not plastic pistols 
and he is the middleman who 
brought them from Thailand 
to sell here,” he added.

School owner starts street fight  

Trafficker of gas pistols sent to 
prison after police raid home

ANA demarcates area around 
Siem Reap archaeological sites

B40 rocket kills 
one, injures three 
in Battambang 

Long Kimmarita 

T
HE Apsara National 
Authority (ANA) in 
Siem Reap province 
has demarcated the 

archaeological area to protect 
it while also taking back pos-
session of state land that lo-
cals have been using. Nearby 
areas are already off-limits.

An ANA technical team and 
Siem Reap provincial author-
ities on Monday cordoned 
off the ancient and protected 
pond area, Trapaing Hephka, 
in Bos Kralanh village, Chreav 
commune, Siem Reap town, 
in the province.

“The [separation] of the 
ancient pond area is to pre-
vent illegal encroachment of 
the land around the pond, 
which is a state public prop-
erty that citizens have used 
for their own possession,” 
said the ANA.

It plans to draw boundar-
ies around other archaeo-
logical sites near Siem Reap 
in the future.

ANA spokesman Long Kosal 
told The Post on Tuesday that 
the decision to demarcate the 
area was because some areas 
controlled by the ANA were 
invaded and it has become a 
chronic conflict. 

“This project is to take care, 
protect and conserve archae-
ological sites as history and 
national heritage, especially 
for our descendants so they 

can carry out research on 
our history and also serve the 
tourist sector as well.

“Some sites shall be cut off, 
especially archaeological sites 
in Siem Reap province. Most 
of these sites contain ancient 
temples and ponds or baray, 
which is infrastructure relat-
ed to the ancient temples.

Chhean Ratha, the director 
of the Department of Con-

servation of Temples Out-
side Angkor Park, told The 
Post that he cannot say how 
many sites will be banned to 
the public. However, he said 
that due to budget issues this 
demarcation effort shall be 
done at priority sites because 
all of those places are at risk 
of encroachment.

“We will do it step by step. 
We will start with ancient 

temples and high-risk ar-
eas such as Banteay Ampil 
Temple and Chao Srey Vibol 
Temple which have been en-
croached by residents.

“Residents have not en-
croached onto the temple it-
self, but they have taken over 
the land around it. We are try-
ing to mark how many square 
meters of the state land needs 
to be protected,” he said.

Kim Sarom

A 14-yEAR-OLD boy died 
while another boy, a girl, and 
a man sustained serious to 
minor injuries on Tuesday 
after one of them picked up 
the cone of a B40 rocket and 
hit it on a log causing it to ex-
plode in Ta Tork commune, 
Samlot district, Battambang 
province.

Samlot district police chief 
Kor Bunkang said on Wednes-
day that Luch Lina, 14, died 
on the spot, while 16-year-old 
Srey Pich, sustained injuries 
to her face.

Pin Davuth, 25, sustained in-
juries to his right elbow and Ny 
Nunnat, 14, received a wound 
to his nose. The three injured 
were rushed to the Battambang 
provincial referral hospital.

Bungkang said one of the 
victims told police that they 
entered a forest area 6km 
from Thmey village, in Ta Tork 
commune, to gather mush-
rooms for sale when Lina 
picked up the metal piece.

He said they did not know 
what it was and Lina hit it on 
a log while three of them were 
watching. The metal piece 
then exploded.

The three were knocked out 
by the explosion. When they 
awoke, there were people 
around who took them to the 
hospital. Authorities inves-
tigated the scene and found 

the B40 rocket, he said.
Mushroom picking is com-

mon for people from Pursat, 
Ratanakkiri and Battam-
bang provinces. Mushrooms 
grow for just 15 to 20 days 
out of the year and tend to 
grow on new land after a fire. 
The fungus can be sold for 
70,000 riel ($17) to 80,000 riel 
($19.50) per kg. 

Battambang provincial 
Cambodian Mine Action 
Centre (CMAC) head Pring 
Panharith said on Wednesday 
that the number of victims 
caused by mines and other 
unexploded ordinances in 
Samlot district has increased 
slightly from last year.

However, he did not know 
the exact numbers. He said 
locals entered the forest to 
hunt even though CMAC has 
not cleared the area yet. 

“The government does not 
allow us to clear mines in 
border areas yet but citizens 
still hunt in the prohibited 
areas,” he said.

CMAC clear mines in villag-
es so citizens can farm, Pan-
harith said. CMAC is not clear-
ing mines in deep forests. 

Bungkang said that Samlot 
was a 20km-long battlefield 
between the Khmer Rouge and 
former Khmer Republic forces 
along the Cambodia-Thai 
border. It was an important 
battlefield, he said, and both 
armies put mines there.

ANA officials work to safeguard temple sites around Siem Reap. apsara national authority 

Local families are engaged in a turf war with the owner of a construction 
project being accused of building a fence on a public road. supplied

Police seized three gas pistols, four bottles of gas and an assortment of ammo in the raid. supplied



Thou Vireak

CAMBODIA exported more 
than $1.6 billion worth of goods 
to the US in the first three 
months of this year, a sharp 
42.29 per cent year-on-year in-
crease from $1.1 billion, said a 
US Census Bureau report.

The Kingdom’s imports 
amounted to $85.1 million, 
down 30 per cent from $122.1 
million last year, the data shows.

Royal Academy of Cam-
bodia economic researcher 
Hong Vanak told The Post on 
Wednesday that the rise in 
Cambodian exports reflects 
good trade cooperation be-
tween the two governments.

However, he said, a pro-
longed health emergency in 
the US would significant dis-
rupt the flow of goods, he said.

“Our exports are rising at the 
moment, possibly because of US 
orders made before the Covid-
19outbreak, which has trans-
lated into export data showing 
strong growth,” he said.

The Garment Manufactur-
ers Association in Cambodia 
(GMAC) has again called on 

global brand companies, re-
tailers and traders to be re-
sponsible in their purchasing 
decisions – to accept goods 
that have been delivered and 
to not retract orders or rene-
gotiate their terms.

This comes after mounting 
suspensions of US and Euro-
pean orders forced 180 factories 
to shut down and 60 more to 
downsize, threatening the live-
lihoods of more than 150,000 

workers, GMAC said in a letter.
“Cambodian factories are 

already suffering from the 
cancellation of many orders 
and the lack of new orders. 
They will not last long with-
out payment,” it said.

An amendment to the Gen-
eralised System of Preferences 
that went into effect in July 2016 
removed US customs tariffs 
on Cambodian-made travel 
products such as luggage, back-

packs, handbags and wallets.
The items, which previ-

ously faced tariffs of between 
4.5 and 20 per cent, now en-
ter the US duty-free under the 
expanded programme.

Under the programme, ap-
proximately 5,000 products 
from 122 beneficiary develop-
ing countries and territories – 
including 43 least-developed 
countries – are eligible for 
duty-free export to the US.

Cambodian exports to the 
US were worth about $5.362 
billion last year, up 40 per cent 
from 2018’s $3.818 billion, US 
Department of Commerce 
data shows. Imports rose 15 per 
cent to $513.4 million last year 
from 2018’s $445.8 million.

The US remains Cambodia’s 
largest trading partner and 
export market. Cambodia is 
currently the US’ 66th largest 
goods trading partner with 
$4.3 billion in total bilateral 
goods trade during 2018.

US imports of agricultural 
products from Cambodia to-
talled $24 million in 2018. The 
US imported mostly rice and 
rubber.
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Thou Vireak

CHINA Good Cars Holding 
Ltd plans to invest $160 mil-
lion in a modern heavy ve-
hicle parking terminal on the 
outskirts of Phnom Penh, said 
the Ministry of Public Works 
and Transport.

The facility, which would be 
the first of its kind in the King-
dom, aims to reduce traffic 
congestion in the capital’s cen-
tral districts, said the ministry.

It said the proposal was 
made on Tuesday during a 
meeting between Minister 
Sun Chanthol and represen-
tatives of the company.

The company also plans to 
invest in public transporta-
tion through the national bus 
network and connect the city 
outskirts with the provinces 
adjacent to the Phnom Penh-
Kandal area.

“The minister welcomes 
and supports the project. He 
recommends the company to 
cooperate with the General 

Department of Road Trans-
port, thoroughly prepare 
technical specifications and 
apply for investment regis-
tration at the Council for the 
Development of Cambodia’s 
One Window Service,” said 
the ministry.

Cambodia Logistics Asso-
ciation president Sin Chan-
thy said the facility would im-
prove freight transportation 
and logistics in the Kingdom.

He said the private trans-
port sector currently faces a 
severe shortage of lorry park-
ing. “I support the project. It 
is a necessary facility for lorry 
owners to park safely and le-
gally, and it will also reduce 
traffic congestion.”

The number of registered 
vehicles in the Kingdom rose 
13 per cent last year. New reg-
istered vehicles last year to-
talled 640,183 – 15,956 heavy 
vehicles, 92,958 cars and 
531,269 motorcycles, an an-
nual report from the ministry 
said.

Modern heavy vehicle 
terminal on the cards

Exports to US soar 42 per cent in Q1

GMAC has again called on global brand companies, retailers and 
traders to be responsible in their purchasing decisions. pOST STAFF

THE value of Thailand’s bor-
der trade in the first quarter 
of this year dropped 7.64 per 
cent from the previous quarter 
to 264.97 billion baht ($8.2 bil-
lion), after measures were im-
posed to contain the Covid-19 
pandemic, said Department 
of Foreign Trade director-gen-
eral Kirati Ratchano.

Of that figure, exports fell 
5.42 per cent to 187.564 billion 
baht while imports dropped 
12.61 per cent to 77.406 bil-
lion baht, he said.

Thai trade with Cambodia 
rose 15.01 per cent to 48.339 
billion. Meanwhile, trade with 
Malaysia fell 27.78 per cent to 
56.475 billion baht, trade with 
Myanmar fell 2.9 per cent to 
48.167 billion baht and trade 
with Laos rose 2.43 per cent 
to 42.680 billion baht.

Trade between Thailand 
and southern China, as the 
country reopened, was up 
4.88 per cent to 28.626 billion 
baht, said Kirati.

Trade with Singapore also 
increased, by 14.41 per cent to 
19.701 billion baht. Thailand-
Vietnam trade fell 27.86 per cent, 
however, to 13.538 billion baht.

Kirati said the Covid-19 crisis 
had forced Thailand to close 
all but 25 of its 42 border trade 
posts, which had narrowed 
the channel for exports.

Meanwhile, Thai exports in 
March were valued at $22.4 bil-
lion, expanding 4.17 per cent 
compared to the same period 
last year, while imports were 
worth $20.81 billion, expanding 

7.58 per cent, giving Thailand a 
trade surplus of $1.59 billion.

In the first quarter, exports 
were valued at $62.67 billion, 
expanding 0.91 per cent, and 
Thailand’s trade surplus was 
$3.94 billion.

Thai National Shippers’ Coun-
cil (TNSC) chief Kanyapak Tan-
tipipatpong said: “Thai exports 
are better than expected. Even 
though agricultural product 
exports have contracted by 1.1 
per cent compared to 2019, ex-
ports of sugar, vegetables, fruit, 
frozen and processed chicken, 
livestock feeds have expanded.

“Moreover, export of gold, 
auto, aircraft and spaceship 
parts, computer devices, steel, 
iron and air conditioners have 
expanded 6.4 per cent,” he said.

The TNSC said the gov-
ernment must maintain an 
exchange rate between 32.5 
and 34 baht to the dollar, of-
fer loans to entrepreneurs and 
support agricultural products.

On Friday, Department of 
Agriculture director-general 
Sermsuk Salakphet said Indo-
nesia will accept shipments of 
Thai dried butterfly pea flow-
ers from this month onwards.

Thailand already exports 
dried butterfly pea flowers to 
countries including Taiwan, 
Hong Kong, South Korea and 
Malaysia. In Australia, Thai 
butterfly pea flowers have an 
export value of up to 4,000 baht 
per kg. The blue and purple 
flowers are mainly used to 
make tea and to dye sticky rice. 
THE NATION (THAILAND)/ANN

Thai border trade falls 
7.64% after closures

‘Work together for economy’
May Kunmakara

M
INISTER of Economy and 
Finance Aun Pornmoniroth 
has called on the private 
sector and government to 

work hand-in-hand to sustain the King-
dom’s economic growth as the Covid-19 
pandemic grips the regional and world 
economies, and disrupts production 
and global demand.

Speaking at a meeting with the pri-
vate sector late last month, Pornmon-
iroth said shrinking regional and global 
growth, coupled with travel restrictions 
and limited effective measures imple-
mented in response to the outbreak 
threaten the survival of businesses in the 
Kingdom’s key sectors.

“The government has always regarded 
the private sector as a key engine for 
economic growth and job creation. In 
the context of the Covid-19 spread, the 
government and the private sector are 
facing common challenges and must 
continue to promote social and eco-
nomic sustainability,” he said. 

Cambodia Chamber of Commerce 
vice-president Lim Heng said that in re-
sponse to the crisis, the government has 
taken a proactive approach to support 
affected sectors such as garments, tour-
ism, transport and small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs). 

“The government has issued three 
rounds of intervention measures to prop 
up the private sector such as tax exemp-
tions aimed at pandemic-hit sectors. This 
is a big help for us during this tough time 
and we look forward to work with the gov-
ernment to boost the economy,” he said. 

In mid-March, a fiscal stimulus plan 
of $800 million to $2 billion, equivalent 
to seven per cent of the gross domestic 
product (GDP), was announced to ease 
the overarching effects of the coronavi-
rus in six months to a year.

On April 7, Prime Minister Hun Sen 
announced that all workers employed by 
suspended factories should receive $70 
per month – $30 from the employer and 
$40 from the government.

On April 4, the fully state-owned Small 
and Medium Enterprise Bank of Cambodia 
(SME Bank) launched with initial capital of 
$100 million to provide financing for SMEs.

On March 16, the state-owned Agri-
cultural and Rural Development Bank 
(ARDB) launched a $50 million fund to 
increase access to credit for SMEs in the 
local agricultural sector.

Pornmoniroth said the government’s 
three rounds of support measures will 
help affected key-sector companies and 
factories preserve their business struc-
ture and continue operations.

Suspended or laid-off garment factory 
workers will be able to go back to work 
and SMEs – the backbone of the econo-

my – will continue to operate, he said.
“The private sector and the government 

must continue to work together closely 
and prepare to seize new opportunities 
which may arise during or post-Covid-
19,” he said, adding that all input from 
the private sector will be taken into con-
sideration for the next stimulus package.

A recent simulation done by Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB) revealed that in a best-
case scenario on the back of a months-long 
travel ban and the sharp decline in domes-
tic demand due to the outbreak, Cambodia 
could face a 1.15 per cent impact to its total 
GDP amounting to $283.3 million.

If the outbreak lasts for six months, 
up to $711.4 million could be hived off 
the GDP. Even grimmer, ADB said a hy-
pothetical worse case situation shows 
a nearly $1 billion economic loss in the 
event that Cambodia experiences an out-
break of its own beyond six months.

Minister of Economy and Finance Aun Pornmoniroth calls on the private sector and government 
to work hand-in-hand to sustain the Kingdom’s economic growth. MINISTRY OF EcONOMY AND FINANcE
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SHORTaGE of labour and dis-
ruption in raw material sup-
ply has resulted in slow-down 
in Bhutan’s labour-intensive 
sectors such as construction 
and real estate.

Since the Himalayan king-
dom closed its borders early 
in march, new expatriate la-
bourers from the neighbour-
ing states of India could not 
be brought in while those who 
left on break are stranded.

The sector is short of skilled 
and semi-skilled workers 
while construction materials 
are running out.

Traders in the capital Thim-
phu and southern border 
town Phuentsholing have re-
ported a surge in demand for 
construction materials, but 
said they are not able to meet 
the demand.

minister of Labour and Hu-
man Resources Ugyen Dorji 
said although the tourist re-
strictions had no direct im-
pact on the construction sec-
tor, the restrictions imposed 
on the recruitment of foreign 
workers has led to unmet do-
mestic demand for workers in 
the construction sector.

as of now, there are 28,363 
foreign workers in the country.

a landlord in Thimphu, 
whose construction is on hold, 
said that when the construc-
tion is delayed for long periods 
of time, already-built struc-
tures such as walls deteriorate, 
incurring additional costs.

The technical graduates 
within the country, another 
builder said, are engaged in 
other construction sites. “It is 
hard to get skilled workers such 
as plumbers and electricians.”

Thimphu-based construc-
tion company Vajra Builders 
Pvt Ltd announced vacancies 
for 50 labourers, but only 20 
turned up.

as an immediate interven-
tion to help the construction 
sector continue the affected 

projects, the labour ministry 
worked with the ministry of 
Home and Cultural affairs’ 
Department of Immigration 
to facilitate redeployment of 
foreign workers in the coun-
try from one employer to 
another upon completion of 
their construction works. This 
was not allowed in the past.

Noting that most Bhuta-
nese refuse to work in the 
construction sector due to 
poor and unsafe working 
conditions, the labour min-
istry has also been encour-
aging the implementation of 
a pension scheme to those 
working in the private sector 
and ensuring compensation 
system. “These are essential 
to protect the workers,” said 
the minister.

In an effort to attract and 
retain people in the construc-
tion sector, Ugyen said the 
ministry was calling for higher 
wages and mechanising the 
ways of doing things – such 
as using labour-saving equip-
ment, power tools, and also 
improving on-site facilities.

On april 24th, Prime minis-
ter Dr Lotay Tshering said the 
labour ministry had proposed 
a 300 million ngultrum ($4.0 
million) budget to implement 
a construction stimulus plan.

He was speaking at the 17th 
session of meet the Press, an 
interaction between the media 
and the government held on 
the last Friday of every month.

Ugyen said the ministry 
was also working on a project 
that caters to the needs of the 
stimulus plan. Through a dual 
training programme, trainees 
will learn skills on the job and 
at an institute.

However, the organiser said 
that with a shortage of mate-
rials, more Bhutanese could 
not be recruited as most con-
struction projects have been 
suspended. KUENSEL (BHUTAN)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Lack of resources in 
Bhutan slows down 
construction, realty

Demand for retail space sees 
decline amid Covid-19 fears
Hin Pisei

D
EmaND for retail 
outlets in malls 
and shopping cen-
tres has seen grad-

ual decline amid the Covid-19 
outbreak, while prices have 
remained relatively stable, 
real estate experts have said.

an average annual econom-
ic growth of around seven per 
cent over the past two de-
cades has brought about rapid 
changes in Cambodia as large, 
modern commercial centres 
continue to grow in number, 
especially in Phnom Penh.

as of the end of the first quar-
ter of this year, there are 23 
shopping malls in the capital 
which cover about 38ha, said a 
recent research report from real 

estate agency CBRE Cambodia.
With the completion of 

planned projects, it said, 
shopping malls will cover 
50ha by the end of this year.

Keller Williams (KW) Sen Sok 
regional operation principal 
and Sam Sn Realty Co Ltd presi-
dent Sam Soknoeun told The 
Post on Wednesday that a sharp 
drop in shoppers had paralysed 
demand for retail space.

as their customers dwindle, 
tenants are postponing pay-
ment of rents as they wait and 
see what new developments 
the pandemic brings, he said.

“Though retail demand has 
been steadily weakening during 
the outbreak of Covid-19, prices 
have not yet seen a consider-
able drop,” said Soknoeun.

He said retail businesses have 

been rethinking their market-
ing strategies in response to the 
crisis – offering more discounts 
and special offers.

Three more months of the 
pandemic would have a crip-
pling effect on the retail market, 
he said. “as of now, the impact 
has not been too severe, but 
if the situation persists for the 
next three month, I believe that 
rents fee will drop significantly, 
between 20 and 30 per cent.”

The CBRE Cambodia re-
port lists the first-quarter 
per-month average prices at 
$32.25 per square metre at 
prime shopping mall units, 
$26.69 at prime retail podi-
um units, $20.93 at commu-
nity mall units and $26.50 at 
prime high-street units.

CBRE Cambodia director 

ann Sothida said retail is the 
segment most affected by 
Covid-19 in the real estate mar-
ket, as fear grips the Kingdom 
and the government imple-
ments more measures to stop 
the public from gathering.

However, the situation has 
seen marginal improvement 
compared to the end of the 
first quarter, she said. “Due to 
the extensive shock felt by the 
sector, I think it will take at 
least six months to a year for 
the retail market to recover.”

as of the first quarter of 
this year, the retail consump-
tion rate in Phnom Penh was 
around 89.9 per cent, down 
0.5 percentage points from 
the fourth quarter of last year, 
said the report. Rental prices 
were down 10 per cent.

Demand for retail outlet space is down in malls and shopping centres while prices have remained steady. hean rangsey

Real estate offers a safer investment option, says study
aS THE Covid-19 pandemic triggers 
extraordinary volatility in global finan-
cial markets, real estate may be a good 
option for yield-seeking investors look-
ing to hedge against risks, said real 
estate insider amanda Carpo.

Carpo, the co-founder of manila-
based KmC Solutions Inc, which pro-
vides private offices, co-working space 
and staff leasing, said real estate still 
had strong potential to give its inves-
tors good returns no matter the mac-
roeconomic backdrop.

“Real estate investment is a good 
idea to diversify your investment 
portfolio. Equities are much more 
volatile and carry more risk in gen-
eral, and real estate can help manage 
volatility and risk and make your 
investments more efficient,” Carpo 
said in a statement.

“more than ever, investors need to 
understand the effects of volatility. 
That is what we will be experiencing 
in the near future,” she said.

a survey by UK-based global public 

opinion and data company youGov 
Plc recently ranked real estate as the 
third safest investment next to gold 
and certificates of deposit.

Carpo said such confidence came 
with good reason. “Property gives own-
ers flexibility on how to earn – it is not 
just about buying or selling. Investors 
can remodel or renovate for rentals or 
for lease among many other options.”

Federal Reserve Bank of San Fran-
cisco senior policy adviser Oscar Jorda 
has said real estate was historically a 
better investment than stocks.

In a research paper titled The Rate 
of Return on Everything, 1870-2015, 
which tracked historical data span-
ning over a century, Jorda said resi-
dential real estate generally delivered 
better returns than equity at lower 
volatility and lower correlation to the 
performance of stocks in the market.

Carpo said: “These days, it is hard to 
look at the performance of the stock 
market and not want to pull your mon-
ey out. When you pull your money out 

however, you cement your losses.
“It’s important to stay invested, it’s 

important to diversify, and real estate 
can be a good defensive play. There 
will be economic recovery once soci-
ety can open up again, and that will 
happen eventually,” she said.

Carpo said real estate in the Philip-
pines is becoming one of the more 
resilient sectors in the economy despite 
the Covid-19 health crisis. Sustained 
real demand for housing from local and 
foreign workers in the country could 
keep the residential space market afloat 
given favourable demographics.

“Condominiums have an advantage 
over other real estate as developers 
situate their properties in areas where 
demand is already strong. This, part-
nered with the attractive amenities 
and potential for market appreciation, 
add to their appeal,” said Carpo.

She added that condominium own-
ers could fit their properties to leverage 
off special industries such as co-living 
arrangements as well as the strong and 

steady market for student housing.
“at KmC Solutions we believe 

there will be sectors of the real estate 
market that will feel the pain of 
Covid-19 more than others, such as 
hotel, hospitality and retail. Indus-
trial, logistics, office and residential 
will be better off.

“In terms of office space, which is 
the sector we are in, companies that 
are now forced to work from home 
will need to look into distributed 
workforce and business continuity 
planning,” she said.

Global companies that are cutting 
costs will turn to business process 
outsourcing (BPO) services and 
automation, which can indicate a 
good economic turn for the Philip-
pines, she said.

“We believe the Philippines has 
consistently proven its value over 
time and more companies will adopt 
to outsourcing and working with 
remote teams. We experienced this 
when we started the company, in 

the face of the 2008 global reces-
sion,” said Carpo.

While the current market situation 
is causing uncertainty, Carpo said 
investors must be proactive with 
their assets.

With real estate, this could mean flex-
ibility – adjusting to current demand 
– while anticipating opportunities for 
healthier returns as soon as the market 
bounces back, she stressed.

“KmC has always tried to provide 
beautiful and healthy workspaces. 
Companies will be forced to re-think 
their spaces for safety and sanitation 
for the safety of their employees, but 
this will likely be a long-term trend 
toward spaces that are now more 
than ever focused on health, well-
being and productivity.

“We could see changes in design as 
the way we live, work and interact will 
be changed by this virus. The under-
lying value is that health is wealth,” 
she said. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK
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Villa and land for Sale  apartmentS 

land for sale (code lS: l84)
Land Size: 20x30 M 
Price: $170,000 (negotiable)   
Location: Borey Kang Meng, Sangkart 
Prek Kompers, Khan Dongkor,  
Phnom Penh City 

 

land for sale (code lS: l64 )
Land size: 30x43M 
Price: $320,000 (negotiable)   
Location: Sangkart Prek Eng 
Khan Chbar Ampov,
Phnom Penh City 

 

land for sale (lS: l68)
Land size: 618m2 
Price: $200,000 
Soft title 
Location: Prek Eng, Chbar Ampov, 
Phnom Penh.

 

land for sale (code: lS: l64)
Land size: 40m x 72m 
Price: $1,300,000
Location: Veal Sbov  
Chbar Ampov 
Phnom Penh

 

land for sale (code: lS: l61)
Land size: 50m x 173m
Price: $200/m2
Hard tittle
Location: Prek Hou, Kandal, 
Phnom Penh
 

land for sale (code: lS: l58)
Land size: 8m x 24m
Price: $50,000 
Hard title
Location: Prek Hou, Kandal
Phnom Penh

land for sale (code lS: l46)
Land size: 20.5m x 37m
Price: $250,000                  
Location: Prek Hou 
Kandal
Phnom Penh

Villa for sale (code VS.l24)
Land size: 8m x 22m
House size: 6m x 12m
4 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms
Price: $350,000
Peng Hout Boeng Snor, Chbar Ampov 

Villa for sale (code VS.l21) 
Land size: 8.59x22m
House size: 6x12m
4 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms
Price: $390,000
Borey Peng Huot Berg Snor 

flat for sale (code: fr.l64)
House size: 5x20m
4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms
Height: 5 floors 
Rent: $4,000/month 
Location: Koh Pich City, Phnom Penh

flat for sale (code: fr: l15)
House size: 4x18m
4 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms
Rent: $2500/ month 
Location: Koh Pich City 
Phnom Penh 

 
Villa for sale ‑ Villa l (code VS.l08)
Land size: 5x23m, 
4 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms
Price: $270,000 (negotiable)
Peng Huot 60M, Sangkart Chakgre 
krom, Khan Menchey, Phnom Penh 

Villa for sale (code VS: l06)
Land size: 8.8x22m/
House size: 6x12m, 4 bedrooms,  
Price: $340,000 
Location: Penh Huot Berng Snor,  
Khan Chbar Ampov, Phnom Penh  

 
Villa for sale (code VS: l15)
Land size: 8.8x22m
House size: 6x12m, 4 bedrooms, 
Price: $410,000
Location: Peng Huot 60M, Sangkart 
Charkgre Krom, Khan Menchey 

 

Villa for sale (code VS: 05)
House size: 6Mx12M
Land size: 7.5Mx22M, front land: 5M, 4
Price: $4300,000 (negotiable) 
Location: Penh Huot 60M, Sangkart 
CharkreKrom, Phnom Penh.

Villa for sale (Code VS: 04) 
House size: 5x12m, land size: 5x23m
Behind land: 6m, front land: 5m
Price: $300,000 (negotiable)
Location: Penh Huot 60M, Sangkart 
Chakre Krom, Khan Menchey

flat for sale (code fS:48)
Land Size: 4.5x20m, House Size: 
4.1x16, 4 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms
Price: $220,000 (negotiable) 
Location: Peng Huot ST371, Sangkart 
Chakre ler, Kanh Menchey

Villa for sale ‑ Villa la (code VS: L13)
Land size: 5.5x22m, house size: 
5.5x12m, 4 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms
Price: $245,000 
Location: Peng Huot 60M, Sangkart 
Charkre Krom, Phnom Penh
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world

aS SOUTH Korea officially ended 
stringent social distancing on Wednes-
day, health authorities have expressed 
both caution and confidence on the 
country’s fight against Covid-19.

Korea Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (KCDC) deputy direc-
tor Kwon Joon-wook said officials 
were on edge over the possibility that 
the pathogen is spreading silently 
somewhere undetected.

But even if that turns out to be true, 
authorities are prepared more than 
ever before to handle it, he stressed.

“If a second wave of infections 
strikes, it will be different from the 
one we experienced in late February,” 
he said at a daily briefing on the virus 
situation on Tuesday. “We are making 
all-out efforts in preparation [of a 
potential second wave].”

minister of Health and Welfare Park 
Neung-hoo reiterated the importance 
of individuals to do their part to avoid 
catching and spreading the virus, 
while carrying on with their daily life, 
visiting places and meeting people.

amid a steady drop in Covid-19 
cases, health authorities have agreed 
to reduce the number of hospitals 
assigned to treat infectious diseases.

In the third such downsizing, seven 
hospitals equipped with a combined 
1,725 hospital beds, previously desig-
nated to treat novel coronavirus patients, 
will resume normal operations, said the 
Central Disaster and Safety Counter-
measures Headquarters.

Health authorities said they will 
make sure the hospitals will be able 
to admit virus patients in case of a 
rise in infections.

meanwhile, Thailand’s ministry of 
Public Health has warned that a pos-
sible second wave of Covid-19 could 
be mightier than the first due to pub-
lic carelessness and a change from 
the hot season to the rainy season.

The situation in Thailand is now con-
sidered controllable as more than half 
of the provinces recorded no new cas-
es in the last 28 days, which has allowed 
the government to relax a temporary 
ban on six business and activities.

However, thousands of people have 
travelled to other provinces since the 
lockdown was eased, which has led 
to concern at the Department of Dis-
ease Control that Covid-19 infections 
might double in two weeks.

Bureau of General Communicable 
Diseases director Dr Sopon Iam-
sirithaworn said the chances of infec-
tion can spread again as more people 
meet. “Taking personal safety pre-
cautions will help reduce the risk of 
a second outbreak.”

During the rainy season, hospitals 
normally see an increase in the 
number of patients suffering from 
respiratory disorders, which have ini-
tially confused doctors as to whether 
they are Covid-19 related or not.

For example, the southern yala 
province has found 40 cases which 
were thought to be Covid-19 related, 
but after a second test, the cases 
came back negative.

The public health ministry has 
ordered that all Covid-19 test sam-
ples be sent to the Department of 
medical Science to ensure accurate 
and faster results. THE KOREA HERALD, THE 

NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Trump administration denies ties to 
US duo linked in Venezuela invasion
T

HE US on Tuesday 
denied involvement 
and alleged propa-
ganda by leftist-led 

Venezuela after two US citi-
zens were said to have been 
arrested following a mysteri-
ous, deadly sea invasion.

President Nicolas maduro, 
whom the US has been un-
successfully trying to topple 
for more than a year, ap-
peared on state television on 
monday with the US pass-
ports of a pair he said be-
longed to US security forces.

While the imagery was 
straight from the CIa’s di-
sastrous Bay of Pigs invasion 
of Cuba in 1961, President 
Donald Trump’s administra-
tion scoffed at involvement 
in such an clumsy operation.

“It has nothing to do with 
our government,” Trump told 
reporters, remarks echoed 
shortly afterward by defence 
secretary mark Esper.

a State Department 
spokesperson, expanding 
on their denials, accused 
maduro of cooking up a 
“melodrama,” possibly with 
the help of Cuban intelli-
gence, in hopes of distract-
ing from problems inside 
crisis-hit Venezuela.

“There is a major disinfor-
mation campaign underway 
by the maduro regime, mak-
ing it difficult to separate 
facts from propaganda,” the 
spokesperson said.

“The record of falsehoods 
and manipulation by maduro 
and his accomplices, as well 
as their highly questionable 
representation of the details, 
argues that nothing should be 
taken at face value when we 
see the distorting of facts.”

maduro tied the alleged 

plot to Juan Guaido – the op-
position leader considered 
interim president by the US 
and some 60 other countries 
– and President Ivan Duque, 
the right-leaning president 
of neighbouring Colombia.

The passports shown by 
maduro identified the arrest-
ed US duo as Luke Denman, 
34, and airan Berry, 41.

Linking the duo
The State Department, 

which routinely demands 
the release of US citizens 
arrested overseas, said only 
that it was looking into their 
activities.

It said it was also seeking to 
learn more about Canadian-
born Jordan Goudreau, a for-

mer US special forces soldier 
who founded the Florida-
based private security com-
pany Silvercorp USa Inc and 
has openly said the firm is 
working to oust maduro.

Reacting to Trump’s deni-
al, Venezuela’s information 
minister Jorge Rodriguez 
showed a photograph of 
Goudreau next to Trump.

He said the photograph was 
taken on October 18, 2018 in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, 
and had appeared on Gou-
dreau’s Instagram account. 
The picture could not be lo-
cated when looking through 
the account, @silvercorpusa.

Venezuelan attorney 
General Tarek William Saab 
earlier shared on social me-

dia a video in which Gou-
dreau said that an operation 
against maduro involving 
mercenaries was underway.

Saab also showed a con-
tract that said Silvercorp 
USa had a $212 million 
agreement with Guaido 
using funds “stolen” from 
state oil company Petroleos 
de Venezuela Sa (PDVSa), 
whose Houston-based sub-
sidiary Citgo Petroleum 
Corp was put under the op-
position leader’s control.

Guaido’s press team re-
leased a statement denying 
the accusations and insist-
ing it had no agreements 
with private security firms.

It was unclear when and 
where the duo were arrested.

a day before news of their 
arrest, Venezuelan authori-
ties said they had foiled an 
attempted landing of mer-
cenaries on a beach near the 
capital Caracas.

a top official, Diosdado Ca-
bello, said eight people were 
killed and two arrested.

maduro said another 13 peo-
ple were arrested on monday, 
including the son of a promi-
nent imprisoned general.

The intrigue comes al-
most a year to the date after 
Guaido led a failed uprising 
aimed at taking power, with 
some Venezuelans taking to 
the streets but the military 
staying loyal to maduro.

The US has a long history 
of intervening in Venezu-
ela, whose leftist leaders are 
quick to allege US plots.

In 2002, maduro’s prede-
cessor Hugo Chavez was 
briefly removed from of-
fice in a military coup. De-
classified documents later 
showed that then-US presi-
dent George W Bush knew of 
the coup plot, although he 
did not necessarily back it.

after Guaido’s failed in-
surrection, US officials said 
they had been encouraging 
top Venezuelans to turn on 
maduro.

millions have fled Venezu-
ela’s battered economy, in 
which necessities and ser-
vices have grown scarce. 

The crisis shows no signs 
of abating, with a recent 
prison riot leaving at least 
47 people dead.

The US has slapped sanc-
tions on Venezuela’s oil ex-
ports and maduro and other 
top officials, but they still 
enjoy support from Russia 
and China. AFP

Long march 5B rocket makes maiden flight
CHINa’S Long march 5B carrier 
rocket made its first flight on Tues-
day evening at the Wenchang Space 
Launch Centre in Hainan province, 
marking a new chapter in the coun-
try’s manned space programme, 
said the China manned Space agen-
cy (CmSa).

The 18-storey-tall rocket blasted off 
at 6pm (1000 GmT) from a launchpad 
in the coastal centre and soon thun-
dered into the bright blue sky, video 
clips showed.

Nearly nine minutes later, it placed 
prototypes of China’s next-genera-
tion manned spacecraft and an 
experimental cargo retrieval craft as 
well as more than 10 experimental 
payloads in low-Earth orbit, the 
agency said in a statement.

after the launch, the Communist 
Party of China (CPC) Central Com-
mittee, the State Council and the 
Central military Commission sent a 
letter to researchers, engineers and 
support staff involved in the mission, 
saying the country and the people are 

grateful for their contribution and 
that this remarkable success will 
inspire the entire nation.

The CmSa said the flight success-
fully verified the overall design and 
technologies of the new rocket and 
also marked the beginning of the third 
stage in China’s manned space pro-
gramme, which aims to put a manned 
space station into orbit.

Long march 5B is central to the 
space station programme because it 
is now the only Chinese launch vehi-
cle capable of carrying large space 
station parts into orbit.

CmSa senior official Ji Qiming after 
the launch said three Long march 5B 
flights will be made to put major 
components of China’s manned 
space station into orbit, where they 
will be assembled.

“also, four Long march 2F and four 
Long march 7 missions will be made 
by the end of 2022 to ferry astronauts 
and cargo ships to build the station,” 
he said, adding that the selection of 
the third group of Chinese astronauts 

will be finished around July.
The Chinese manned space pro-

gramme’s chief designer Zhou Jian-
ping said the space station will inject 
huge momentum into the country’s 
science and technology efforts.

With its payload of about 22 metric 
tonnes, Tuesday’s mission made the 
Long march 5B the most powerful 
Chinese rocket when it comes to car-
rying capacity into low-Earth orbit.

It also has realised a 62-year-old 
aspiration expressed at a CPC Central 
Committee meeting in may 1958 by 
Chairman mao Zedong, who said that 
“we shall launch a 20,000kg space-
craft” as he described the nation’s 
desire to start its space programme.

Long march 5B is the first variant of 
the Long march 5, which was launched 
on its third mission from the Wen-
chang centre in December. It has one 
core stage and four boosters.

The rocket is 53.7m long, with a 
core-stage diameter of 5m. It is pro-
pelled by liquid oxygen, liquid 
hydrogen and kerosene and has a 

lift-off weight of 849 tonnes.
The largest difference between the 

appearance of the Long march 5 and 
Long march 5B is that the new mod-
el is about 4m shorter and that it has 
a much larger fairing – the largest of 
its kind among all Chinese carrier 
rockets, said Li Dong, chief designer 
of the Long march 5 family at the 
China academy of Launch Vehicle 
Technology in Beijing.

The two types also have different 
functions – Long march 5 is responsi-
ble for launching large satellites to 
high orbits or lifting deep – space 
probes, while the new model is tasked 
with sending large spacecraft into 
low-Earth orbit, he said on Tuesday.

The first Long march 5B was moved 
to the launch centre in February by 
two rocket transportation ships – 
yuanwang 21 and yuanwang 22 – from 
the northern coastal city of Tianjin, 
home to the rocket’s manufacturing 
complexes, and had been undergoing 
pre-launch preparations since then. 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Sizing up a 
potential 
second wave 
of Covid-19

President Donald Trump (left) denied US involvement in a mysterious, deadly sea invasion, which  
Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro has tied to opposition leader Juan Guaido (right). GETTY IMAGES/AFP
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Philippines forces 
top broadcaster 
aBS-CBN off-air
T

HE Philippines’ largest 
broadcaster aBS-CBN Corp 
on Tuesday evening shut 
down its radio and televi-

sion operations nationwide.
This, in compliance with an order 

from the National Telecommuni-
cations Commission (NTC), which 
had turned its back on a commit-
ment it made to Congress that it 
would give a provisional licence to 
the broadcast giant.

The NTC issued a cease-and-desist 
order (CDO) to the network earlier 
on Tuesday, a day after the network’s 
25-year franchise had expired.

The network went off the air at 
7:52pm (1152 GmT), at the close of its 
flagship news programme, TV Patrol.

It was the first time aBS-CBN was 
forced by the government to shut 
down since it was padlocked in Sep-
tember 1972 when dictator Ferdi-
nand marcos imposed martial law.

In march, NTC commissioner Ga-
maliel Cordoba assured members of 
the House of Representatives that the 
agency would heed the advice of the 
Department of Justice to allow aBS-
CBN to operate while its franchise 
renewal was pending in Congress.

But on Sunday, Solicitor General 
Jose Calida, who earlier filed a quo 
warranto petition against aBS-CBN 
to have the network’s franchise re-
voked, warned the NTC against 
granting a provisional authority to 
the broadcaster.

Cordoba and deputy commissioners 
Edgardo V Cabarios and Delilah Deles 
signed the NTC order on aBS-CBN to 
“stop operating its various TV and ra-
dio broadcasting stations nationwide”.

Cabarios denied that the NTC was 

pressured by Calida.
He said the issue was “the validity 

of the franchise” and that its legal 
team had “deemed it proper to issue 
a CDO” despite Secretary of Justice 
menardo Guevarra’s position that 
broadcast entities could continue 
operating while their franchise re-
newals were pending in Congress.

He cited Republic act No 3846, or 
the Radio Control Law that was last 
amended in the 1950s, which said: “No 
person, firm, company, association 
or corporation shall construct, install, 
establish, or operate a radio station 
within the Philippine Islands without 
having first obtained a franchise there-
fore from the Philippine Legislature.”

Despite its diversification into high-
speed broadband, theme parks as well 
as international and digital produc-
tions, aBS-CBN still relies on advertis-
ing from its TV business for about half 
of its revenues, which hit 40 billion 
pesos ($790 million) in 2018.

Before signing off, network ex-
ecutives thanked the public and its 
11,000 employees.

“at the start of the enhanced com-
munity quarantine, many of you 
continued to go to work, to maintain 
our broadcast,” aBS-CBN president 
and CEO Carlo Katigbak told com-
pany employees.

He said the network “has done 
everything and has not violated 
any laws”, in having its franchise re-
newed and Congress had acknowl-
edged its importance.

“If we have been important to you, 
keep us in your thoughts, in honour 
of all our employees,” Katigbak said.

Company chair mark Lopez said it 
was painful to go off the air, but the 

company was not losing hope.
“Help us continue to pray, so that 

aBS-CBN can go back on air, and 
continue to serve,” he said.

Former vice-president and long-
time TV Patrol anchor Noli de Cas-
tro was emotional.

“We will not be silenced despite 
this attack on our democracy and 
press freedom. In the face of this 
challenge facing our company and 
livelihood, we will not turn our backs 
on you. We, you, are aBS-CBN,” De 
Castro said in Filipino.

The aBS-CBN News Channel 
(aNC) and the network’s social me-
dia accounts remain active.

The moves by the NTC and Calida 
came following President Rodrigo 
Duterte’s threat to shut the network 
down over a feud with its owners that 
supposedly began when the TV net-
work failed to air his advertisements 
during the 2016 election campaign.

Senate minority Leader Franklin 

Drilon condemned the order, saying 
the NTC gravely abused its discretion.

aBS-CBN could challenge the NTC 
order at the Supreme Court, which 
could issue a temporary restraining 
order, he said.

“The Supreme Court itself has said 
provisional authority can be autho-
rised to be issued where the applica-
tion for the renewal of the franchise 
is pending,” said Drilon, a former 
justice secretary.

at the House of Representatives, 
Palawan Representative Franz al-
varez, the head of the committee on 
franchises, said there was no basis 
for the NTC to shut aBS-CBN.

The National Union of Journalists 
of the Philippines (NUJP) said the 
shutdown came just two days after 
World Press Freedom Day.

“all this stems from President Ro-
drigo Duterte’s vendetta against the 
network, whose franchise renewal 
he pledged to block. It sends a clear 

message: ‘What Duterte wants, Du-
terte gets.’ 

“and it is clear, with this brazen 
move to shut down aBS-CBN, that 
he intends to silence the critical 
media and intimidate everyone else 
into submission,” NUJP chair Nonoy 
Espina said in a statement.

Presidential spokesperson Harry 
Roque said Duterte had accepted an 
apology from the network regarding 
the non-airing of his election cam-
paign propaganda and had “left its 
fate to both houses of Congress”.

Cabarios said in an interview with 
Philippine Daily Inquirer that the 
agency’s move to shut down a televi-
sion network due to a lack of a fran-
chise was unprecedented.

“as far as I can recall, this is the 
first time,” said Cabarios, who has 
spent almost four decades at the 
NTC. “Usually, we issue a CDO for 
violating the NTC’s rules.” PHILIPPINE 

DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The network went off the air at 7:52pm (1152 GMT), at the close of its flagship news programme, TV Patrol. phILIppINE DAILY INQUIRER

HCmC launches app to assess virus transmission risks
THE Ho Chi minh City Depart-
ment of Information and 
Communication on Tuesday 
launched an application that 
will help assess Covid-19 
transmission risks.

The app is available on the 
website https://antoandn.
tphcm.gov.vn and is expected 
to be in app stores on android 
and iOS soon.

The app will also help the 
Steering Board for Covid-19 
Prevention and Control and 
relevant agencies monitor the 
situation.

The Vietnamese city has 
issued safety criteria for busi-
nesses in the fields of tourism, 
transport, food services, edu-
cation, trading markets, super-
markets and commercial cen-
tres. Other criteria for 
museums, relics, libraries, and 
sport service establishments 
have also been issued.

The fundraising board for 
Covid-19 prevention and con-
trol has received more than 
153 billion dong ($6.5 million) 
in donations from companies 
and individuals since march 
20 when the fund was launched 
by the Vietnam Fatherland 
Front Committee in Ho Chi 
minh City.

Of the number, two billion 
dong was donated to Can Gio 
District Hospital, a dormitory 

used as a quarantine area at 
Vietnam National University, 
Ho Chi minh City; Cho Ray 
Hospital; the city’s Hospital for 
Tropical Diseases; Cu Chi Field 
Hospital; the National Hospital 
for Tropical Diseases in Hanoi; 
and the military School’s Build-
ing Block a which is used as a 

quarantine area.
Nearly two billion dong was 

donated to doctors and other 
health staff at quarantine are-
as, and to 16 sites that check 
body temperatures and health 
declaration forms.

more than 14 billion dong 
was allocated to 18,707 lottery 

ticket sellers who faced diffi-
culties during the social dis-
tancing period.

Ho Chi minh City Depart-
ment of Health head Dr Nguy-
en Tan Binh said 55 Covid-19 
cases have been recorded in 
the city since the outbreak, 
including 11 being treated at 

the Hospital for Tropical Dis-
eases and the Cu Chi Field 
Hospital.  

as of may 4, the city has 88 
people isolated in its quaran-
tine areas, while 103 are self-
isolating at home.

Of the 11 patients being treat-
ed at hospitals, nine who previ-
ously recovered and were dis-
charged from hospitals tested 
positive for Sars-CoV-2 again.

at an online meeting of the 
Steering Board for Covid-19 Pre-
vention and Control on mon-
day, city People’s Committee 
vice-chairman Le Thanh Liem 
told local health officials to test 
patients who have recovered 
and been discharged every day 
during the past 30 days.

The areas where these 
patients live should be isolat-
ed, he said.

Covid-19 patients who have 
been discharged from hospi-
tals are isolated in the city’s 
quarantine areas for 14 days.

Liem also told people’s com-
mittees, especially in Districts 
1 and 2, and the Centre for Dis-
eases Control and Prevention 
to continue carrying out strict 
surveillance of Covid-19 
patients who recover and are 
discharged from hospitals and 
are sent home.

These patients are required 
to comply with regulations 

about self-quarantine at home 
for 14 days after their discharge. 
They should wear masks, wash 
hands regularly, limit contact 
with others, and monitor their 
health for 30 days.

Liem also instructed the 
department to increase the 
number of tests of people who 
have been quarantined after 
entering Vietnam from other 
countries. During this period, 
they should be tested on the 
first, fifth, 10th and 14th day of 
quarantine instead of just two 
times before.

The city will continue testing 
workers who live in rented 
rooms, staff serving meals to 
workers at companies, and 
servers at large restaurants, as 
well as people with symptoms 
of respiratory diseases who go 
to hospitals for examination 
and treatment.

Drugstore staff should also 
provide information about Cov-
id-19 for people who have symp-
toms of respiratory diseases.

The department is working 
with other agencies to check 
companies, organisations and 
establishments to ensure that 
they are complying with safety 
criteria for Covid-19 preven-
tion and control which the 
People’s Committee has 
issued. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

The Ho Chi Minh City Department of Information and Communication on Tuesday launched an application that 
will help assess Covid-19 transmission risks and help monitor the situation. VIET NAM NEWS
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T
HE Coivd-19 pandemic has 
spread to 210 countries. as of 
Wednesday, more than 3.2 
million people had tested 

positive for the virus and 256,422 peo-
ple had died.

many reports are circulating about 
possible drugs, causing confusion 
among the public. 

Several types of drugs are being 
studied to treat Covid-19. most of the 
drugs are antiviral drugs that have 
previously been used for other condi-
tions. among the antiviral medica-
tions are favipiravir, or avigan, which 
was used to treat influenza in Japan; 
remdesivir, which was tested on Ebo-
la; ritonavir-lopinavir, an antiviral 
drug given to HIV patients; and riba-
virin which is used for hepatitis C 
and other viral hemorrhagic fevers. 

The Food and Drug monitoring 
agency (BPOm) has released its rec-
ommendations for Covid-19 therapy 
in Indonesia. In Indonesia, the anti-
viral therapy to be given to patients 
with moderate and severe symptoms 
is favipiravir. 

Other countries and the World 
Health Organisation have not yet 
released specific guidelines on Covid-
19 drug treatments, but we can see 
that various antiviral medications are 
being used in other countries. The 
most common are favipiravir, remde-
sivir, lopinavir-ritonavir and ribavirin. 

Favipiravir and remdesivir work 
against viruses by inhibiting the RNa-
dependent RNa polymerase (RdRP), 
an enzyme needed by viruses to repli-
cate their genetic material in human 
cells. Ribavirin also works by inhibit-
ing RdRP as well as interfering with 
the replication of viral genetic materi-
al in other ways. In addition, ribavirin 
was also shown to increase the immu-
nity of human cells to viruses. 

Lopinavir-ritonavir was found to 
hinder the activity of a type of pro-
tease needed by viruses to replicate. 

The replication of viruses is directly 
related to the severity of the disease. 
Data suggests that a higher Sars-
CoV-2 viral load – a measure of the 
amount of the virus in a patient’s body 
– is related to more severe symptoms. 
Therefore, the more we can inhibit 
viral replication and cause a lower 
viral load, the more we can hopefully 
alleviate the severity of the disease. 

Favipiravir, remdesivir, lopinavir-
ritonavir and ribavirin have demon-
strated effectiveness against Sars-
CoV-2 in vitro – meaning in 
laboratory tests using cell cultures. 
To date, there is no strong evidence 
of any drugs being effective against 
the virus in humans, regardless of 
the few case studies claiming treat-

ments were effective on patients.   
Several ongoing clinical trials of the 

antiviral medications are expected to 
conclude at the end of the year. Only 
then can we obtain more evidence 
about which drugs, if any, effectively 
treat Covid-19. 

Drugs used to treat other diseases 
are also being studied to treat Covid-
19. These are chloroquine (CQ) and 
hydroxychloroquine (HCQ). These 
repurposed drugs have been used to 
treat malaria and chronic inflamma-
tory diseases. HCQ is a derivate of CQ 
with fewer toxic effects than CQ.

In vitro studies suggest that both CQ 
and HCQ are efficient at inhibiting 
Sars- CoV-2. Both drugs prevent the 
virus’ entry and modulate the immune 
system. Clinical trial data from both 
drugs is still limited and inconclusive 
given small sample sizes with poorly 
controlled or uncontrolled clinical tri-
als. Numerous randomised control tri-
als are ongoing to establish the effec-
tiveness of these drugs on Covid-19. 
Despite lacking convincing evidence to 
support the use of CQ, China’s medical 
advisory board has suggested its inclu-
sion in treatment guidelines, making 
CQ the first drug used in China and 
overseas to treat moderate to severe 
cases of Covid-19. 

Type-1 interferons (IFNs) are anoth-
er potential candidate. IFNs are nor-
mally produced by our body in 

response to viral infections. Therefore, 
IFNs have general antiviral properties. 
Previously, IFNs were investigated for 
the treatment of the middle East Res-
piratory Syndrome (mers).

The mers virus belongs to the same 
genus as Sars-CoV-2: betacoronavi-
rus. The close relationship between 
these viruses is the basis for the use 
of IFNs to treat Covid-19. although 
current Chinese guidelines list inter-
ferons as an alternative for combina-
tion therapy, the research results are 
conflicting and no clinical trials have 
been completed so far.  

monoclonal antibodies against 
interleukin-6, a protein produced by 
various cells to trigger inflammation, 
have also been used as adjunctive 
therapy in China and Singapore. 

Known as tocilizumab, these anti-
bodies are administered to alleviate 
the  “cytokine storm” that causes pro-
found damage to the lungs and other 
organs in Covid-19 patients. In sever-
al case reports, this treatment was 
found to be successful on Covid-19 
patients experiencing severe forms of 
the illness. One small study with no 
control reported clinical improve-
ment in 91 per cent of patients. Fur-
ther clinical studies are ongoing to 
confirm this finding. 

Due to the lack of clinical trials 
on these drugs, they can only be 
given to Covid-19 patients under 

close medical supervision. 
another treatment uses convales-

cent plasma: plasma extracted from 
the blood of recovered Covid-19 
patients. This plasma contains anti-
bodies that neutralise Sars-CoV-2. 

an early study showed that a single 
dose of 200ml of convalescent plas-
ma given to Covid-19 patients with 
severe forms of the illness showed 
promising results. Therefore, a large 
clinical trial in the US is underway. 
The Food and Drug administration is 
encouraging recovered patients to 
donate their blood to support the 
study. US actor Tom Hanks has 
reportedly offered to donate his 
blood plasma following his recovery 
from Covid-19. 

The above information is impor-
tant for people to know and under-
stand so they can sort out the infor-
mation available. Not all of what is 
circulated is true, and websites may 
exaggerate information with a catchy 
title. For a drug to be approved for 
use on humans, the drug needs to 
undergo rigorous testing through in-
vitro studies, pre-clinical trials using 
animals and clinical studies to dem-
onstrate its safety and efficacy. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Opinion
Leonny Hartiadi and Audrey Crystalia

Which drugs are effective for Covid-19?

An engineer works at the Quality Control Laboratory on an experimental vaccine for the Covid-19 coronavirus at the Sinovac Biotech 
facilities in Beijing, China, on  April 29. AfP

The writers are lecturers in the Pharmacy  
Studies programme at the Indonesia  
International Institute for Life Sciences.  



R
AYMOND Lee had 
been travelling the 
world by bicycle for 
two years when the 

coronavirus erupted and 
he suddenly found himself 
stranded in the poor West Af-
rican state of Guinea. 

After cycling through Europe 
and then across the Sahara, 
the 33-year-old South Korean 
was in Guinea, heading south, 
when the government shut 
the borders in a bid to curb the 
spread of the virus.

“When I was in Guinea this 
thing became really serious,” 
said Lee, a former flight at-
tendant with an easy smile 
and a shock of long hair.

Now stranded, he was re-
peatedly turned away from 
hotels in the seaside capital 
Conakry, in what Lee de-
scribed as a prejudiced reac-
tion to the pandemic. 

“They didn’t let me in be-
cause I am Asian,” he said 
by phone, explaining that he 
was turned away from seven 
or eight hotels.

“It was pretty messed up,” 
he added. “I personally never 
experienced any racism in my 
entire life, this is the first time.”

In spite of abundant natu-
ral resources, Guinea is a poor 
country where the fragile health 
system is causing concern in 
the face of the pandemic.

The nation of some 13 mil-
lion people also has one of the 
worst outbreaks in the region, 
with more than 1,800 con-
firmed cases and 10 fatalities.

Lee began asking around on 
the street for a place to stay – 

only to be swindled by a man 
who agreed to host him for €50 
($55) a month, but who van-
ished after receiving the money.

With nowhere to stay and liv-
ing off savings, he found a room 
in an upmarket hotel which he 
could not afford for long.

Unfazed
After a plea on Facebook, 

somebody eventually put Lee 
in touch with a guesthouse 
which agreed to take him, 
and where he estimates he 
will have to stay for months.  

Unfazed, Lee said Conakry 
is full of good people and that 
far worse could have befallen 
him during his round-the-
world odyssey.

“I wasn’t shocked,” Lee said. 
“We expect so many unexpect-
ed things,” he added, referring 
to nomads such as himself who 
pedal around the world. 

His predicament is prefer-
able to a traffic accident or 
serious illness, he said, both 
of which are real possibilities 
when on the road. 

Lee started his journey in 
New Zealand in March 2018 
– where he started a YouTube 
video diary – before flying to 
Australia to work and save 
money, and then on to Europe. 

“Bike travelling is the best 
way to travel the whole 
world,” he said, explaining 
that he could stop whenever 
and wherever he liked.

After struggling over moun-
tains in Italy and Spain, Lee 
cycled into Morocco and then 
into the vast desert, where, 
despite harsh conditions, the 
cycling was smooth.

“In the middle of the des-
ert it was nothing but end-
less horizon for days, weeks, 
months,” he said.

For now, Lee is whiling away 
his days in his Conakry guest-
house, reading and watching 
television series.

But when the restrictions 
lift, he plans to continue to 
Ivory Coast, and from there 
perhaps to South Africa – a 
journey he said could take 
longer than one year. 

“I just want to go to as many 
countries as I can while I feel 
able to do it,” Lee said.

“I’ve been travelling for two 
years and I don’t think that is 
enough”. AFP
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TOM CRUISE will film his next 
Hollywood blockbuster on 
location – 250 miles up in the 
air and orbiting the Earth once 
every 90 minutes. 

The Top Gun star is flying 
through the stratosphere to 
shoot an as-yet-unknown film 
aboard the International Space 
Station (ISS), NASA said on 
Tuesday. 

The US space agency’s direc-
tor Jim Bridenstine confirmed 
the news on Twitter, saying he 
was excited that the move 
would “inspire a new genera-
tion of engineers and scien-
tists” to work on space travel.

Entertainment website 
Deadline Hollywood first 
reported rumours of the film 
shoot on the weekend, adding 
that tech mogul Elon Musk’s 
SpaceX venture was attached 
to the project. 

SpaceX is slated to launch 
astronauts to space from US 
soil for the first time in nearly 
a decade later this month 
aboard the Crew Dragon, 
which will dock with the ISS. 

Musk and SpaceX have yet to 
confirm their involvement in 
the film venture, but Musk 

responded to Bridenstine’s 
tweet to say the project “should 
be a lot of fun”.

Deadline Hollywood said 
there were few other details 
known about the movie project 
but reported it was not part of 
Cruise’s box office hit franchise 
Mission: Impossible.

The seventh film in that 
series is set to hit screens next 
year after production was 
delayed by the coronavirus 
pandemic. AFP

Round-the-world cyclist stranded in Guinea

‘Mask Fashion Week’ in Lithuania
ARTISTS in Lithuania invited 
residents of the capital Vilnius 
to a “Mask Fashion Week” on 
Tuesday, encouraging them to 
have fun wearing the now-
mandatory facial accessory.

Spearheading the initiative, 
designer Julia Janus said she 
hoped it would “encourage 
creativity” as well as compli-
ance with orders to wear masks 
in public to help stem corona-
virus infections.

“This is the first Mask Fash-
ion Week in the world,” Janus 
told reporters after a symbolic 
ribbon-cutting ceremony to 
launch the event.

“I hope that it will also be the 
last, but who knows.”

More than 20 billboards dot-
ted around the city feature 
posters of artists wearing their 
own uniquely styled masks. 
Each is captioned “Creativity 
Cannot be Masked”.  

Painted with pursed red lips 
or toothy grins, some masks are 
intended to draw laughs while 
others aim to impress with 
elegant embroidery, pearls and 
lace or tailored finishes that 
match a business suit.

Featuring pointy black beaks, 
others are modelled on masks 
worn by doctors during the 

Black Death that ravaged 
Europe in the mid-1300s.

Lithuania has begun a grad-
ual easing of lockdown restric-
tions, reopening open-air cafes 
and restaurants along with 
shops and libraries as infec-
tions slow.

Vilnius mayor Remigijus 

Simasius has offered cafes free 
use of public spaces, saying he 
wants the capital to become 
“one giant outdoor cafe”.

Although cinemas remain 
closed, hundreds of movie 
fans are f locking to Lithua-
nia’s main international air-
port to a drive-in cinema cre-

ated in the shadow of planes 
grounded by the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The Ministry of Health con-
firmed 1,423 cases of the novel 
coronavirus, including 48 
deaths as of Wednesday in 
Lithuania, a nation of 2.8 mil-
lion people. AFP

Blast off: Tom Cruise 
to shoot film in space

Lee (centre) pedals his bike on a street in Conakry, Guinea, where he is staying at a guesthouse. afp

After trekking over mountains in Italy and Spain, Lee cycled into Morocco and then into the vast desert. afp

Artist Severija Bruzaite wears a mask as she takes part in the ‘Mask Fashion Week’ in Vilnius. afp 

Tom Cruise will become the first 
actor to shoot a film in outer 
space. Elon Musk will collaborate 
on the project. getty images/afp

Raymond Lee started his worldwide 
cycling journey in New Zealand in 
March 2018 and started a YouTube 
diary to chronicle it. afp
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S
TREaKING down the front 
of a curving wave, the little 
girl balances fleetingly be-
fore tumbling – she is one of 

dozens of poor kids in El Salvador 
getting a tantalising chance to surf 
their way out of poverty.

El Zonte on the Central ameri-
can country’s coast is a world surf-
ing mecca, where powerful Pacific 
swells explode onto pristine beach-
es an hour’s drive from the capital 
San Salvador.

The little 11-year-old is one of 
around 20 local children from poor 
families being offered a chance to 
surf their way to future employment.

Schooled by volunteer instruc-
tors, the goal is to prepare them for 
a future as watersports profession-
als, part of a multi-million dollar 
government project to develop the 
watersports industry.

“We are opening an opportunity 
to learn how to surf and other activi-
ties so that these girls and boys can 
be empowered leaders of their com-
munities and can escape poverty,” 
said yasmin Solorzano, 34, a coor-
dinator of the volunteer programme 
called medusas.

The children also learn English 
from their instructors and are en-
couraged to study up to university 
level, added Solorzano, speaking 
before the novel coronavirus pan-
demic halted the programme.

“It’s a path for them. We want them 
to use what they learn here so that 
they can have a professional career 
and at the same time surf,” said mar-
iam Lopez, 37, another instructor.

The programme started two years 
ago, initially for girls to take surfing 
lessons two Sundays a month, but 
now it also welcomes boys who live 
near beaches in the local depart-
ment of La Libertad.

Surf volunteers
El Zonte’s laid-back ambience is a 

world away from El Salvador’s notori-
ous gang violence, and central to a plan 
by President Nayib Bukele to present a 
tourist-friendly face to the world.

Surfing draws tourists here from 
the US, the Netherlands, Canada, 
Brazil and Germany, and many have 

chosen to stay.
Learning to surf in El Zonte is not 

cheap, and classes alone can cost 
between $10 and $50 an hour.

But instructors at the entirely 
volunteer-supported medusas pro-
gramme – many of them foreign-
ers – do not charge and boards are 
rented out at a minimal cost.

“I really like children and I also re-
ally like helping people, and I don’t 
just come here to enjoy the waves, 

but also to give something to peo-
ple,” 33-year-old Nette Klement 
from the Netherlands told aFP.

The children also take lessons on 
the environment, English and art 
provided by medusas one Sunday 
a month in the courtyard of a small 
hotel.

El Zonte is part of a $200 million 
Surf City development project pro-
moted by Bukele to turn this part 
of El Salvador into an international 

destination.
“Surf City is an ambitious project 

with which we want to position El 
Salvador as one of the best desti-
nations for surf and beach tourism 
in Latin america,” said minister of 
Tourism morena Valdez.

El Salvador earned $1.76 billion in 
tourism revenue last year, up from $1.5 
billion in 2018, ministry figures show.

China has promised to finance a $35 
million sewage treatment plant and a 

potable water plant in the area.
The coronavirus pandemic cruelly 

prevented El Salvador from putting 
itself on the world surfing events 
calendar when the ISa World Surf-
ing Games 2020 event, due to be 
hosted by nearby El Sunsal beach, 
was cancelled.

Up for grabs at the games were 
qualifying spots for the Tokyo Olym-
pics, where surfing is to make its de-
but as an Olympic sport. AFP

EVERy morning white mare 
Jenny leaves her stable to stroll 
through her Frankfurt neigh-
bourhood. Bringing trams to 
a halt and smiles to people’s 
faces, the free-roaming horse 
is brightening up the corona-
virus lockdown for many.

“Everyone else has to live with 
coronavirus restrictions but Jen-
ny is as free as ever,” her owner 
anna Weischedel, 65, told aFP.

For more than a decade Jen-
ny has wandered solo through 
her local Fechenheim area, a 
green part of Frankfurt on the 
bank of the main river.

She explores the high street, 
trots along the tram line to a 
nearby field and spends hours 
nibbling on patches of grass.

The beloved arabian mare, 
already a venerable 25 years 
old, has always been a hit with 
residents. But never more so 
than in recent weeks.

“People seem to notice her 
more because they have more 
time. a lot of passers-by stroke 
her, maybe because they are 
missing some human con-
tact,” said anna.

Like many countries, Ger-
many has closed schools, 
playgrounds and many busi-
nesses to curb the outbreak.

Though it has slowly started 
easing some lockdown mea-
sures, people are encouraged 
to limit their social interac-
tions and keep their distance.

But there are no rules against 
snuggling with Jenny.

“It makes us so happy to see 
Jenny, we miss her when we 
don’t pass her on our walks,” 
said Gaby marxen, 61, holding 
two dogs on a leash.

Johanna, 8, who was also 
out walking a dog, said: “my 
brother and I like to pet her.”

To avoid misunderstand-
ings, since people have in the 
past called the police to report 
an unaccompanied horse, 
Jenny wears a note around her 
neck that reads: “I haven’t run 
away, I’m just out for a walk.”

The daily ramble ends at 
around 4pm, when anna’s 
80-year-old husband, Werner, 
jumps on his e-scooter to find 
Jenny along her usual route 
and tell her it’s home time. 

“and then she slowly heads 
back,” said Werner, a retired 
flower shop owner.

‘Very patient’
In all her years of ambling, 

Jenny has never caused trou-
ble and local authorities have 
embraced their equine celeb-
rity, the couple said.

“She’s a very patient horse, 
it takes a lot to stress her out,” 
said anna.

The only thing that upsets 
Jenny is the noise of fireworks, 
something she shares with 
Werner who is haunted by the 
sounds of bombs dropping on 
Frankfurt when he was a child 
during World War II.

“Jenny and I spend New 
year’s Eve cowering together,” 
Werner smiled.

Jenny’s animal-loving own-
ers, who also have a near-
toothless chihuahua and look 
after more than 100 birds, are 
taking the coronavirus pan-
demic in their stride.

“We survived the war, we’ll 
survive corona,” shrugged 
Werner. AFP

Poor kids in El Salvador surf into better future

Free-roaming horse ‘Jenny’ brightening up Frankfurt

A young girl takes a break from riding Pacific Ocean waves at a beach near the Central American capital of San Salvador as part of a youth programme called Medusas.  AFP

The 25-year-old mare roams freely around her German neighborhood bringing smiles to the faces of 
locked-down denizens. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Impetuous
  5 Hoot and holler in the stands
 10 Canoodling couple, in the tabloids
 14 Storybook beginning
 15 Mr. ___ (con man on “Green 

Acres”)
 16 Botanical branch point
 17 Be peerless
 19 ___ up (becomes hazy)
 20 O’Hare and Dulles
 21 Some are bookmarked
 22 Pictures on the wall
 23 Blender sound
 25 “I’m Into Something Good” group
 32 Puts into neat little piles
 33 Swords used in an Olympic event
 34 Known as, as a maiden name
 35 On the road, in sports
 36 Sow chow
 37 What a caboose brings up
 38 Soak, as a fiber
 39 Striped creature
 40 Compel through coercion
 41 One place for privacy
 44 Part of a church’s interior
 45 It gets bigger with curls

 46 Architectural drawings
 49 He works in bed
 54 Follower of “lip”
 55 An evening of TV viewing, e.g.
 57 ___ gin fizz
 58 Cognizant
 59 Weighty work
 60 Outdoor accommodation
 61 Characteristic carriers
 62 Abbr. that can replace  

a lot of things
DOWN
  1 Parks of history books
  2 Planning to vote no
  3 Surgery mark
  4 Girls’ get-together, in slang
  5 ___ new course (seek new 

direction)
  6 “Stop right there!”
  7 Short-lived “The Dukes of Haz-

zard” spin-off
  8 Velvet finish?
  9 Corned beef holder
 10 Weak and feeble
 11 Horn sound
 12 Business part of a blade
 13 Confused condition
 18 Brown buildings?

 21 Those around the Round Table
 23 Jill of “The Love Boat”
 24 Achilles’ weak point
 25 Gordie and Elias
 26 Clio’s sister
 27 Beginner
 28 Vice president Agnew
 29 Chemically unreactive
 30 Pass along learning
 31 Like parched land
 32 Ganges dress
 36 Solidifies
 37 Compartment in a sleeping car
 39 Hits, raygun-style
 40 Strong point
 42 Sharp surgical instrument
 43 Stitches loosely
 46 Whispered call
 47 Grammy winner Lovett
 48 Any minute
 49 Arabian Sea gulf
 50 When there were luters and no  

computers
 51 Be civilly disobedient, in a way
 52 Watson of film
 53 Bit of fishing gear
 55 Cloth for a car wash
 56 Animal that goes back and forth?

“QUIET TIME” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

Lifestyle

C
O N T R O V E R S I a L 
French writer mi-
chel Houellebecq 
on monday said he 

believes the world will be just 
the same after the coronavi-
rus – only worse.

The novelist, seen by his 
fans as a modern prophet of a 
nihilistic, individualistic age, 
poured cold water on those 
who see the pandemic as a 
possible turning point. 

“I do not believe for a half-
second the declarations that 
‘nothing will be like it was be-
fore’,” said Houellebecq who 
rose to international fame 
through his 1998 novel Atom-
ised.

“We will not wake up after 
the lockdown in a new world. 
It will be the same, just a bit 
worse,” he said in an essay for 
French public radio.

“The way this epidemic has 
panned out is remarkably 
normal,” he argued.

He described Covid-19 as 
a “banal virus” with “no re-
deeming qualities . . . It’s not 
even sexually transmitted”.

But he warned that the 
self-distancing and “home-
working that the epidemic 
has brought” would acceler-
ate the technological push to 
isolate and atomise people.

It was a great excuse, he 
said, to push further the “ob-
solescence of human rela-

tionships”.
yet he ridiculed writers who 

had compared the moment 
to his apocalyptic 2005 novel, 
The Possibility of an Island, 
when the human race is on its 
last legs.

‘West has no divine right’
“The West has not the eter-

nal divine right to be the rich-
est and most developed zone 
in the world.

“It is no scoop to say that, 
it has been all over for a long 
time,” said the novelist, who 
is married to Qianyun Lysis 
Li, a Chinese student of his 
work 34 years his junior.

Even the death toll reflected 
the world as we have known 
it, he claimed.

“France is coming out of it 
better than Spain and Italy 
but not as well as Germany. 
No big surprise there.”

Houellebecq also poked 
fun at a string of French liter-
ary stars for pronouncing on 
the crisis from the comfort 
of their country or seaside 
retreats, without clarifying 
if he had remained holed up 
himself in his home in a Paris 
tower block.

He did, however, complain 
of not being able to go for 
walks further than a kilome-
tre from his front door under 
strict French lockdown rules.

Clearly it was taking its toll on 

a man who despite skewering 
the pretensions of his home-
land in a string of books was 
given France’s top honour, the 
Legion d’honneur, last year.

‘Nervous tension’
“a writer needs to walk,” 

said Houellebecq, who as 
a 64-year-old male heavy 
smoker, is in one of the most 
at-risk groups from the virus.

“Trying to write if you have 
no possibility of walking for 
a few hours at a brisk pace is 
extremely unadvisable,” he 
said.

“The accumulated nervous 
tension of thoughts and im-
ages [conjured at the writing 
table] will not dissolve and 
continue to turn in the poor 
head of the author, who be-
comes rapidly irritable if not 
mad.”

While other writers have 
yet to react to Houellebecq’s 
barbs, social media lapped 
it up, with one Twitter user 
wryly replying: “Thanks for 
cheering us up.”

But he saved his most mor-
dant thoughts for the fate of 
older people during the pan-
demic, who have often died 
alone in nursing homes.

“Never has it been so blithe-
ly explained that not every-
one’s life has the same value. 
That from a certain age – 70, 
75, 80 years? – it is as if we are 
already dead.”

Houellebecq shot to fame 
with nihilistic novels depict-
ing misogynistic men trapped 
in loveless existences and 
hooked on casual sex.

His latest, Serotonin – about 
a depressed civil servant who 
discovers the misery of rural 
France – became an instant 
bestseller last year as the yel-
low protest vest movement 
began to take off.

His previous highly contro-
versial novel “Submission”, pub-
lished on the same day jihadists 
attacked the satirical weekly 
Charlie Hebdo on January 7, 
2015, predicted that France 
would elect a muslim president 
in 2022 and would soon be sub-
ject to Sharia law. AFP

author: World will be  
worse after pandemic

Controversial, award-winning French author Michel Houellebecq stands next to his X-rayed skull as he visits 
his exhibition at Manifesta 11, the roving European Biennial of contemporary art, in Zurich in 2016. AFP

Copies of Houellebecq’s seventh and newest novel Serotonin – or 
Serotonine in French – is displayed in a book store in Paris. AFP
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Rennes Champions League 
birth distorted by pandemic
L

ONG one of the great 
underachievers in 
French football, 
Rennes are now look-

ing forward to the Champions 
League thanks to the sterling 
work of young coach Julien 
Stephan, but the coronavirus 
crisis could make it harder to 
compete at Europe’s top table.

The club from Brittany are 
owned by luxury goods mo-
gul Francois Pinault, one of 
France’s richest men, yet they 
had never qualified for the 
Champions League before.

Stephan has changed that, 
leading Rennes to third in 
Ligue 1 before the season 
was suspended in mid-march 
with 10 games remaining be-
cause of the pandemic.

Last week’s decision by the 
French league to declare the 
season over was therefore good 
news for Rennes, given only the 
top three in Ligue 1 qualify for 
the Champions League.

“In the context it seems 
like the wisest decision. and 

in our case we still played 
three-quarters of the season 
and I think we deserved to be 
third,” Stephan said.

Rennes had never before 
finished in the top three and 
Stephan, 39, admits his team 
“overperformed”.

It is still unclear how and 
when this season will finish in 
the rest of Europe, never mind 
when next season will start.

When it does, Rennes will need 
to come through two qualifying 
rounds to join fellow French 
sides Paris Saint-Germain and 
marseille in the Champions 
League group stage.

“We are not there yet, but 
if we are fortunate enough 
to make it we know full well 
that it is another dimension. 
The level is extremely high 
and you need experience and 
maturity to handle it. It is an-
other world,” Stephan said.

Economic crisis
Nevertheless, Rennes have 

shown under Stephan that 

they can compete with some 
of Europe’s biggest sides.

He was appointed in late 
2018 and last season took the 
team to the Europa League 
last 16, beating arsenal 3-1 at 
Roazhon Park before losing 
the return in London.

Rennes then stunned PSG on 
penalties in the French Cup fi-
nal to win their first silverware 
in almost 50 years, and now 
they have Champions League 
football on the horizon.

However, before they get 
that far, they may need to 
ward off the predators circling 
around their brilliant 17-year-
old midfielder Eduardo Ca-
mavinga. He has been heavily 
linked with Real madrid.

The situation is further 
complicated by the economic 
crisis affecting football be-
cause of the virus-induced 
suspension – the French 
league is asking for a €225 
million ($240 million) gov-
ernment-guaranteed loan to 
help clubs compensate for 

lost television income.
“We will need to see what the 

consequences are for the club,” 
admitted Stephan, whose fa-
ther Guy is assistant to France 
coach Didier Deschamps.

“at the moment we are hav-
ing to build with a Europa 
League budget rather than a 
Champions League budget.

“The difficult thing will 
be strengthening the squad 
while also living within our 
means. The objective really is 
to try to keep the core of the 
team together.”

In the meantime, Stephan is 
waiting to see when games can 
resume, and when fans will be 
allowed back into stadiums.

“We are going through a dif-
ficult period which will have 
considerable economic and 
social consequences,” he said.

“Our job normally is to pro-
vide a spectacle, give people 
pleasure and put a smile on 
their faces. I think that is go-
ing to become even more im-
portant.” AFP

ENGLaND’S Ben Stokes has 
said his australian rival and 
IPL teammate Steve Smith is 
a “genius” as well as “strange” 
as he hailed the No1 Test 
batsman.

“He’s still strange to play 
against and he’s still strange 
to play with. and the best 
thing about it is that he ad-
mits it,” Stokes said in a pod-
cast broadcast by their Indian 
Premier League side Rajast-
han Royals on Tuesday.

“But I feel to be a genius you 
have to be a bit strange and 
you know he’s certainly both,” 
Stokes said from Britain.

“Personally, I could not 
think about cricket in the way 
that he does when it comes to 

batting. I could never be like 
that. Obviously, he’s on all the 
time but that’s why he aver-
ages 60-plus in Test cricket.”

The 30-year-old Smith av-
erages over 62 in 73 Tests and 
improves to 65.11 when play-
ing against arch-rivals Eng-
land.

Smith was the leading scor-
er in the 2019 ashes in Eng-
land, retained by australia 
after the series finished 2-2, 
with a whopping 774 runs in 
four matches.

“Even though he plays for 
australia, biggest rivals Eng-
land and australia, you’ve 
just got to hold your hands 
up sometimes to players like 
that and go: ‘yeah you’re on a 

different level when it comes 
to batting,’” said Stokes, who 
scored 441 runs in five match-
es during the series.

“you have to be on a differ-
ent level with something to be 
like those guys when it comes 
to batting.”

The flamboyant all-rounder 
also threw his backing behind 
Test cricket, saying the five-
day format is the “pinnacle” 
for him and there is no room 
to tinker with it.

The International Cricket 
Council has floated the idea 
of four-day Tests to deal with 
the cluttered cricket calendar, 
but the plan met with intense 
criticism from many within 
the game. AFP

UTaH Jazz chief Dennis Lind-
sey on Tuesday said Rudy 
Gobert and Donovan mitchell 
are ready to bury the hatchet 
following the feud triggered by 
their positive tests for Covid-19.

Gobert and mitchell, two 
pillars of the Utah franchise, 
did not speak to each other 
for around one month after 
Gobert tested positive for the 
coronavirus on march 11, 
triggering the suspension of 
the NBa season.

French star Gobert had at-
tracted widespread criticism 
for his conduct in the days 
before his positive test, which 
included theatrically touch-
ing multiple recording devic-
es and microphones during a 
press briefing.

Gobert later apologised for 
what he described as his “em-
barrassing, inexcusable” behav-
iour, saying he had not taken 
the threat of the virus seriously.

mitchell, who tested posi-
tive after Gobert, later spoke 
of a need for individuals to 
“educate themselves” and 
“behave responsibly”.

The comments hinted at 
a deep rift between the two 
teammates. 

mitchell subsequently ad-
mitted it had taken him a 
while to “cool off” following 
the incident.

However Gobert and mitch-

ell were ready to settle their 
differences, Utah executive 
vice-president of basketball 
Lindsey said on Tuesday.

“They’re ready to put this 
behind them, move forward, 
act professionally,” Lindsey 
told media on a video confer-
ence call.

“We look forward to moving 
forward. They’ve said their 
piece to each other. They’ve 
both visited at the ownership 
level, at management level, at 
the coaches level, at the play-
ers level with each other.

“[mitchell and Gobert] will 
speak for themselves going 
forward. But, at the most ba-
sic level, they know they need 
each other to complete their 
goal of being the last team 
standing in the NBa.”

Lindsey meanwhile said 
Utah had taken positives out 
of the fact that Gobert’s in-
fection had been discovered 
relatively early.

“It’s woken me up a few 
times thinking what might 
have happened if we were 
to have that test come back 
a little bit later and the play-
ers were already playing the 
game,” Lindsey said. 

“as tough as it was for us to 
have Rudy be the first, I think 
it saved infections. Not to be 
melodramatic, but I think it 
saved lives.” AFP

Smith is ‘strange’ but a ‘genius’, 
says rival and teammate Stokes

NBa’s Gobert, 
mitchell to bury 
hatchet after row

Utah Jazz centre Rudy Gobert was the first NBA player to test positive 
for the coronavirus. getty imAges/AFP

Rennes’ newly recruited midfielder Steven Nzonzi (centre) flanked by Rennes’ French coach Julien Stephan (left) and Rennes’ president Olivier 
Letang poses with his jersey at the Roahzon Park stadium in Rennes, western France. AFP

Australia’s Steve Smith (right) is one of the best Test batsmen in the world. According to his IPL teammate 
Steve Smith, he also possesses a strange yet brilliant personality. AFP



Portuguese Juventus star Cristiano Ronaldo runs on the pitch in an 
empty stadium in Italy. afp
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JUVENTUS star Cristiano 
Ronaldo flew back to Italy 
on monday after almost two 
months in coronavirus lock-
down in his native Portugal.

Ronaldo and his family land-
ed in Turin airport just after 
10:20pm local time, according 
to media reports in Italy.

The five-time Ballon d’Or 
winner arrived by private jet 
from the Portuguese island of 
madeira and will spend two 
weeks in quarantine.

The 35-year-old played Ju-
ventus’s last Serie a game, a 2-0 
win over Inter milan behind 
closed doors at the allianz 
Stadium on march 8, before 
the Italian football season was 
suspended amid the Covid-19 
pandemic which has killed over 
29,000 people in the country.

Ronaldo returned to madei-
ra after the Inter milan match 
to be close to his mother Dolo-
res who had suffered a stroke.

Juventus have recalled their 
10 overseas players as Serie 
a clubs were given the green 
light to return to individual 
training on monday.

The Italian interior min-
istry’s go-ahead for players 
to return to club training fa-
cilities two weeks ahead of 
schedule has offered fans 
hope that the 2019-2020 sea-
son might yet be salvaged.

Juventus are leading Serie 
a, one point ahead of Lazio, 
as they target a ninth consec-
utive Scudetto.

The club has not yet given 
an official date for a return to 
training.

Juventus began carrying 
out tests on their players at 
the club’s medical centre in 
Turin on monday.

The first to arrive were Feder-
ico Bernardeschi, Juan Cuadra-
do, Carlo Pinsoglio, Leonardo 
Bonucci and aaron Ramsey, all 
wearing face masks.

Juventus are also waiting 
the return to Turin of Dutch 
centre-back matthijs de Ligt 
and midfielder Blaise matui-
di, who returned to France af-
ter recovering from the virus.

Gonzalo Higuain remains in 
argentina where he returned to 
be with his sick mother. AFP

Ronaldo returns to 
Turin after long virus 
lockdown in Portugal

Japan fencing champ takes 
delivery job to pay the bills
R

yO mIyaKE, 29, a 
men’s fencing team 
silver medallist at 
the 2012 London 

Olympics, has started a part-
time job as a delivery person 
for Uber Eats. He made the 
decision to fund his own ac-
tivities while not being able to 
compete in games or practice 
satisfactorily due to the spread 
of the new coronavirus.

On Wednesday, the first day 
of his part-time job at the food 
delivery service, he posted a 
message on the media plat-
form note.com, saying: “The 
main reason [for taking the 
job] is that I don’t have any 
money,” and frankly expressed 
his anxiety.

miyake, who doesn’t cur-
rently belong to a corporate 
team, has no source of income 
since his sponsorship contract 
with three companies expired 
in January this year.

The contract could have 
been renewed, but when the 
Tokyo Olympics were post-
poned by one year, he said: 
“I couldn’t find the courage 
or confidence to ask them to 
continue.”

He chose the job because 
delivering food by bicycle pro-
vides him with aerobic exer-
cise and helps to maintain his 
physical strength. On the first 
day, he went to eight residenc-
es and earned 4,688 yen ($44).

In a telephone interview with 
the yomiuri Shimbun, miyake 
said: “I wanted to earn my own 
money for a road trip as an op-
portunity to move forward.

“I want to do fencing, and 
I want to participate in the 
Olympics. I think that’s all I can 
do right now.” THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN 

(JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK Olympic fencing silver medalist Ryo Miyake has taken a job delivering meals for Uber Eats to pay his bills. afp

Sweden’s Armand Duplantis, the world record holder in pole vault, tied for first with former Olympic 
champion Renaud Lavillenie in an event that was livestreamed from the contestants’ homes. afp

Pole vault kings hold backyard-garden competition
THREE of the best pole vaulters of 
all time went head-to-head in a 
competition on Sunday from their 
back gardens, as sport continued to 
find new ways of taking place 
despite the coronavirus pandemic.

World record holder armand 
Duplantis and former Olympic 
champion Renaud Lavillenie 
cleared 5m 36 times in half an 
hour, while world champion 
Sam Kendricks managed 26 suc-
cessful attempts.

The event, livestreamed by World 
athletics on social media and 
watched by around 150,000 peo-
ple, saw Lavillenie competing from 
his home in Clermont-Ferrand, 
France, with Swedish star Duplan-
tis in Lafayette, Louisiana and Ken-
dricks in Oxford, mississippi.

The 20-year-old Duplantis 
wanted an extra three minutes 
to decide a winner, but Laville-
nie, 33, said he was “done”.

“I was really missing the feel-
ing I get competing,” said 
Frenchman Lavillenie.

“It’s crazy but even doing this 
in my garden, I get the same feel-
ing I’d get at a major champion-
ships. It was very exciting and I’m 
very happy to be a part of it.

“I’m not going to do it every 
week, but I’m happy to do it once 
a year.”

Duplantis, who replaced Lavil-
lenie as world record holder, let 
a halfway lead slip with a rare 
missed effort.

“It was really fun being out 
there competing against those 
guys,” he said. “I had really 
missed competing.”

World athletics said it would 
look into holding more “Ulti-
mate Garden Clashes” in the 
coming weeks, with much of the 
world still under lockdown due 
to the coronavirus pandemic.

“This is a brilliant initiative, 
great fun and really innovative,” 
said World athletics president 
Sebastian Coe.

“my thanks go to them, their 
families and the World athletics 

team for bringing live athletics 
back during lockdown.”

Lavillenie and Duplantis will 
face off again remotely in the 
Norwegian capital of Oslo on 
June 11, with the Swede compet-
ing at the Bislett Stadium.

The event replaces the tradi-
tional Diamond League competi-
tion, and will also feature a world-
record attempt by Norwegian 
hurdles star Karsten Warholm.

Earlier this week, the Lausanne 
Diamond League meeting organ-
isers said they were looking at 
“other options” after announcing 
it would not be able to take place 
as planned on august 20.

Duplantis, who set a new world 
record of 6.18m in February, was the 
favourite to claim the Olympic title 
this year before the Tokyo Games 
were postponed until 2021.

Brazil’s Thiago Braz da Silva is 
the reigning men’s Olympic pole 
vault champion after triumphing 
in front of his home fans in Rio 
de Janeiro four years ago. AFP
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