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Kingdom’s
virus cases 
low, nearly 
all recover
Niem Chheng 

T
HE Kingdom continues to 
maintain a low record of 
Covid-19 infections, with 
only two out of a total of 

122 patients remaining hospital-
ised and no new case reported in 
the last three weeks.

The Ministry of Health said it 
had taken samples from a total of 
12,304 people – equivalent to 757 
out of every one million people – 
for testing.

Beyond the border, a Cambo-
dian scholarship student in the 
UK tested positive while transiting 
in South Korea on his flight to the 
Kingdom. In Mali, three Cambo-
dian Blue Helmets who contracted 
the virus while on a mission there 
have recovered.

Back in Cambodia, the last two 
patients are in “good health” but 
remain under health monitoring 
in Kampong Chhnang and Banteay 

Meanchey provincial hospitals af-
ter testing positive and negative a 
dozen times.

Kampong Chhnang provincial 
health department director Prak 
Vun told The Post on Sunday that 
the coronavirus-infected man had 
travelled to Malaysia for a religious 
gathering.

He said the last test result for 
the man came out negative, but 
he was to undergo another test on 
Sunday before being discharged 
from hospital.

“His health condition is normal 
now, no serious symptoms despite 
the virus remaining. He’s stayed at 
the hospital for around 48 days and 
has gone through testing 12 times, 
the last of which was negative. If 
he tests negative again today [Sun-
day], it means he has successfully 
recovered,” he said.

In Banteay Meanchey province, 

North, South Korea exchange fire

PM: Media enjoys uncensored publication

NORTH Korean troops fired mul-
tiple gunshots towards the South 
in the demilitarised zone (DMZ) 
dividing the peninsula on Sunday, 
prompting South Korean forces to 
fire back, Seoul said. 

The rare exchange of gunfire 
comes a day after North Korean 
state media reported that leader 
Kim Jong-un had made his first pub-
lic appearance in nearly three weeks 
following an absence that triggered 

intense speculation about his health 
and fears about the stability of the 
isolated nation.

A South Korean guard post was 
hit by several shots from the North, 
the joint chiefs of staff (JCS) in Seoul 
said in a statement, adding no casu-
alties were reported in the South.

“Our military responded with 
two rounds of gunfire and a warn-
ing announcement,” the JCS said.

The South Korean military later 

said the North Korean gunshots were 
“not deemed intentional”, according 
to the Yonhap News Agency.

The two neighbours remain 
technically at war, after fighting in 
the Korean War was halted with an 
armistice in 1953.

The last time the two sides ex-
changed fire on the border was in 
2014. North Korean soldiers also 
shot at a defector in 2017, but the 
South did not fire back. AFP

Ry Sochan

PRIME Minister Hun Sen on Sunday 
praised press freedom in the King-
dom, saying the media has enjoyed 
uncensored news publication with-
out fear.

In a note marking World Press 
Freedom Day, he said the govern-
ment has promoted freedom of ex-
pression and the press law in line 
with the Constitution.

“The government needs media 
that is professionally energetic, re-
sponsible and sincere in dissemi-
nating information,” he said.

However, he said journalists will 
be held accountable before the law 
if they abuse other people’s rights 
or publish “fake news” that could 
cause social chaos. He also warned 
media against publishing news that 
is inciting, insulting and discrimi-
nating.

He said fake news can be more 
detrimental to society and cause 
even more harm than the Covid-19 
pandemic.

“Even though Covid-19 is brutal 
in nature and causes serious danger 
to human lives the world over, this 
disease doesn’t cause venomous 

and brutal danger as much as the 
dissemination of fake news by some 
outlets and a handful of anonymous 
people on social media.

“[The anonymous people] have 
always used every means to destroy 
the happiness of the Cambodian 
people and overthrow the legitimate 
government,” he said.

Government spokesman Phay 
Siphan told The Post on Sunday that 
Hun Sen wanted journalists to join 
hands with the state in building the 
nation and tackling corruption.

Such collaboration, he said, could 
help the government provide more 

efficient public services for the peo-
ple as they could report officials’ in-
action and bring people’s concerns 
to light.

But in echoing the prime minister, 
he said journalists need to maintain 
professionalism and refrain from 
abusing the rights of others.

He said in light of the emergence 
of media in various forms in the dig-
ital age, aside from traditional me-
dia, the government has introduced 
guidelines and the press law and ac-
cess to information law, with each 
state institution assigning spokes-
people to facilitate the work.

“Journalists are not allowed to be-
come activists that mislead the pub-
lic or galvanise or subvert [the gov-
ernment’s effort] in the information 
sector,” he said.

Cambodian Centre for Indepen-
dent Media director Nop Vy on Sun-
day said press freedom in Cambo-
dia had declined since 2017. He said 
threats, brief detention of journal-
ists and accusations against them 
remain an issue.

He said journalists had also 
been prohibited from covering 
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the national police have deployed more than 3,000 police forces across the country to enforce the traffic law, 
which now imposes fines three to five-fold higher than the previous rates. POLICE STORY > 3
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Niem Chheng

a WORLD Health Organisation 
representative said on Thurs-
day that Cambodia should ex-
pect a new normal with smart 
public health practices all the 
time. Cambodia and the UN 
Country Team (UNCT) laid 
out more than 10 priorities in 
fighting Covid-19 and dealing 
with its aftermath.

In the first meeting with the 
government’s Inter-ministeri-
al anti-Covid-19 Committee, 
WHO representative Dr Li ai-
lan said a “new normal” was a 
smart choice for a new way of 
living and a new way of work-
ing in the future.

“The world cannot go back 
to the way things were. Cam-
bodians should expect a new 
normal where handwashing, 
cough etiquette, and physical 
distancing measures are part of 
everyday life. making schools 
and workplaces safe is another 
example of the new normal.

“These are smart public 
health practices all the time – 
not just during an outbreak like 
this one. Community engage-
ment is essential,” she said.

ailan said Covid-19 has pro-
vided us with an opportunity 
to invest and transform health 
systems to be fit for the future. 
She said Cambodia should still 
be vigilant and warned of a 
second wave of transmission.

In her remarks in the meet-
ing, ailan said the Covid-19 
pandemic has taught a simple 
and important lesson.

“Investment in health and in 
pandemic preparedness is an in-
vestment in economic and social 
development. They are two sides 
of the same coin,” she said.

The ministry of Health said 

in a press release on Friday 
that the meeting focused on 
three priority areas, including 
readiness and emergency for 
large-scale community trans-
mission, multi-sector and nec-
essary response mechanisms 
at national and regional levels 
and potential support and en-
gagement from the UNCT.

It said following the discus-
sion, Cambodia decided on 
nine priorities to be carried 
out now, including continu-
ing to implement the existing 
master plan, strengthening 
the health system through 
training and capacity build-
ing, and assessing measures 
put into practice such as so-
cial and physical distancing 
and the closure of some gath-
ering places.

The ministry wrote that 
Cambodia also prioritised 
the protection and support of 
vulnerable groups, strength-
ening coordination with rel-
evant stakeholders in the fight 
against the virus and provid-
ing better health services.

It urged the participation 
at individual and community 
levels to maintain existing 
measures in order to prevent a 
second wave.

The other three priorities in-
cluded using Information Tech-
nology to control and track cas-
es and analyse the transmission 
situation, mobilising resources, 
and cooperating with UN agen-
cies and the private sector.

The ministry said the UNCT 
supported the priorities Cam-
bodia had committed to, but 
they also emphasised their sup-
port in health and socioeco-
nomic responses, coordinated 
and implemented by WHO and 
relevant stakeholders.

Ry Sochan

R
aINFaLL will be un-
even in Cambodia, 
Laos, Thailand, and 
Vietnam between 

may and July, according to 
the mekong River Commis-
sion (mRC), which also urged 
people to be cautious of flash 
floods and spontaneous 
downpours.

an mRC press release on 
Thursday predicted may to be 
a dry month across the region.

In June, Cambodia and 
Thailand are expected to re-
ceive more rainfall than Laos 
and Vietnam. 

In July, Cambodia, Laos and 
Thailand will likely receive 
heavy rainfall with Vietnam 
receiving less.

The mRC said early rainfall 
across the mekong region in 
april contributed to putting 
back the mekong River levels 
to their normal state.

“The region has seen quite a 
good amount of rainfall since 
the third week of april even 
though its total accumulated 
amount is only at an average 
level,” Lam Hung Son, head 
of the mRC Secretariat’s Re-
gional Flood and Drought 
management Center, said in 
the press release.

Water levels in Stung Treng, 
Kratie and Kampong Cham 
provinces are all above their 
average levels. The water lev-
els at the Chaktomuk river 
crossing, Phnom Penh au-
tonomous Port and the Prek 
Kdam area in Kandal prov-

ince’s Ponhea Leu district are 
all within their average, the 
release said.

The mekong region’s cli-
mate, the mRC said, is be-
ing affected by a transition 
between the El Nino and La 
Nina phases of the El Nino – 
Southern Oscillation (Enso), 
during which changes in sea 
temperatures and air pres-
sure influence weather pat-
terns and precipitation. 

The transition explains the 
early-season, uneven bouts of 
rain Cambodia experienced 
in april. 

“We are expecting a wet-
ter condition and more rain 
over the next three months. 
People should also be care-
ful as downpours and flash 
floods could come any time, 

resulting in possible damage 
to properties, crops and even 
lives,” Hung Son said. 

ministry of Water Resource 
and meteorology spokes-
man Chan yutha could not 
be reached for comment on 
Thursday. 

On Thursday evening, 
moung Russey, Sangke and 
Banan districts, as well as Bat-
tambang town in Battambang 
province, experienced low to 
moderate rainfall mixed with 
wind, the ministry said. 

Svay Rieng province’s Svay 
Chrum district and Kep district 
in Kep province experienced 
weak rainfall on Thursday.

On Thursday morning driz-
zling rain fell in Khemarak 
Phoumin and Thma Bang dis-
tricts in Koh Kong province.

New public health 
practices expected

mRC says more rain in June, 
warns of flash flood in region

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

OFFICIaLS from the Depart-
ment of animal Health and 
Production stopped four 
trucks packed with 192 oxen 
and buffalo and fined the own-
ers for exceeding the permit-
ted limit. The animals did not 
have any health problems.

General Department of an-
imal Health and Production 
director Tan Phannara told 
The Post on Sunday that his 
forces worked on the bust in 
collaboration with the Kam-
pong Chhnang Department 
of agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries’ Department of ani-
mal Health and Production.

He said three of the trucks were 
going from Thailand to Vietnam 
while another from Battambang 
to Takeo provinces.

“after the inspection and 
documents check, authorities 
found some abnormalities 
including health certificates 
from the original source and 
deliveries above the permis-
sible limit,” he said.

One truck is meant to carry 
10 animals but instead, it car-
ried 38. another truck had 
asked permission to deliver 
20 animals but instead was 

trying to deliver 54. The other 
two trucks were meant for 30 
animals but instead had 48 in 
one and 52 in another.

Not following the requested 
load is illegal, Phannara said. 
The owner of the business 
must pay a fine of 10 million 
riel ($2,450) to 15 million riel 
per truck, he said.

“It is lucky that the authori-
ties carried out blood tests on 
the animals and did not find 
any diseases that could have 
spread to other cattle in our 
village,” he said.

Phannara said the vehicles 
and cattle were retained by 
the Department of animal 
Health and Production in 
Kampong Chhnang.

The Post could not contact the 
business owner for comment 
on Sunday. authorities claimed 
the vehicles belong to the ang-
kor Sok Sen Chey Company 
whose owner is Chim Sok.

Department of animal 
Health and Production dep-
uty director Hun Sarath told 
The Post on Sunday that a rep-
resentative from angkor Sok 
Sen Chey admitted wrongdo-
ing and promised to pay the 
fine and ensure such matters 
did not recur.

Cattle trucks stopped 
for exceeding limits

A fishing boat at the Chaktomuk river crossing in Phnom Penh. The water levels at the Chaktomuk river crossing, Phnom Penh Autonomous Port 
and the Prek Kdam area in Kandal province’s Ponhea Leu district are all within their average, said the Mekong River Commission. Hean Rangsey
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Soth Koemsoeun

IN aPRIL, 13 suspects were 
charged in the mondulkiri 
Provincial Court for encroach-
ing on forest land in wildlife 
sanctuaries at Phnom Prich, 
Srepok, Nam Lear, and Keo 
Seima, said ministry of Envi-
ronment secretary of state and 
spokesperson Neth Pheaktra.

The sanctuaries are protected 
under the Law on Natural Pro-
tected areas. He said the 13 per-
petrators violated articles 56, 
60, and 62, which all concern 
destroying natural resources.

Pheaktra said the perpetra-
tors used a variety of tricks to 
illegally occupy state forest 
land in the protected areas 
by claiming their group had 
lived on and reaped benefits 
from it for many years.

“No one has the right to occu-
py, buy or sell land in protected 
areas. The ministry requests 
that all citizens who are not 
well-versed in the law to stop 
being cheated by fraudsters.

“They should immediately 
stop illegal activities such as 
clearing, logging, burning, en-
croaching on forest land, build-
ing huts or factories, planting 
crops and relying on state land 
in the protected areas.

“Immediately stop all state 
land trading. Deconstruct all 
types of constructions which 
were built on your own and 
hand the land back with no 
conditions to the ministry, 
otherwise, you will face legal 

action,” he warned.
Kreung Tola, a forestry ac-

tivist in mondulkiri, said he 
supported the detention of 
the 13 perpetrators.

However, he said he has no 
faith in the authorities to pro-
tect the forests in the four sanc-
tuaries because perpetrators 
and powerful people put up 
fences every day to steal land. 

“So far, they have been facili-
tators of forest crimes. Those 
who have money give it to the 
officials, and the officials turn 
a blind eye to the crime. When 
citizens ask, they act like they 
don’t know anything.

“If it involves the poor, they 
crack down on them immedi-
ately and send the case to court. 
But when it comes to the rich, 
the authorities do not send their 
cases to court. Instead, they just 
have them sign a contract.

“On top of that, if a citizen 
reports a crime, the officials 
will sue the citizen, claiming 
that it is false or misleading 
information,” he said.

adhoc community empow-
erment officer Pen Bunnar 
said on Sunday he supported 
the ministry’s action but urged 
law enforcement officials to 
be transparent and fair.

Bunnar wants powerful land 
grabbers to be prosecuted 
as well and advocated for an 
equal application of the law. 

“Forest crime is an actual of-
fence. Even after 15 years, we can 
still dig up cases and prosecute.

“In mondulkiri province, 
many powerful and rich people 
are involved in forest land en-
croachment. Therefore authori-
ties should examine these cases 
and take legal action, as they do 
with poorer people,” he said.

mondulkiri sanctuary 
land grabbers charged

Blue helmets recover 
as embassy in Britain 
trace student’s contacts

Traffic cops stop thousands
Khorn Savi

T
HE sub-decree in-
creasing fines for traffic 
violations was imple-
mented over the week-

end and National Police chief 
Neth Savoeun said while one or 
two thousand motorists were 
caught breaking the law, the 
operation was still a success.

“The important thing is 
that I acknowledge that many 
road users abided by the law. 
millions of motorists and rid-
ers abided by the law and one 
or two thousand were fined.

“It is important to awaken 
them and help so they don’t 
have to pay money [for the 
fine].  Don’t break the law and 
you won’t have to pay money. If 
they don’t ride in the wrong di-
rection, they have no dangers,” 
he said.

The National Police de-
ployed more than 3,000 police 
forces across the country to 
impose the new fines, which 
are three to five-fold higher 
than the previous rates.

Some criticised the in-
creased fines, saying it was an 
additional burden on people 
and requested that the gov-
ernment delay implementing 
the law while they are being 
affected by the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

But Savoeun said traffic law 
enforcement had only one 
aim – to reduce traffic acci-
dents.

He said he doesn’t want peo-
ple to die, sustain injuries or 
lose their property on the road.

“Doing this is not general. 
[Traffic police] enforce the law 
only on law-breaking motorists 
or riders. We don’t follow all of 
the points in the new decree. 

“We only follow a few major 
points. For example, motor-
cycle riders must have crash 
helmets and respect signs 
and lights. Don’t speak on the 
phone,” he said.

Savoeun further said a traffic 
official in Svay Rieng province 
who overplayed his role by 
handcuffing a citizen had been 
suspended from work and his 
unit head came forward to 
apologise to the citizen.

He said the National Police 
was constantly monitoring 

traffic law enforcers across 
the country.

He also said officials who 
commit wrongdoing would be 
punished according to the law.

National Police spokesman 
Chhay Kim Khoeun said on 
Sunday that in the course of 
three days, enforcers checked 
more than 8,000 vehicles – 
about 6,000 motorcycles and 
2,000 cars.

Institute for Road Safety direc-
tor Kong Ratanak said he had 
seen two positive signs from the 
new traffic law enforcement.

“For me, I saw that a majority 
of the people are afraid of the law 
– they turn to abide by the law.

“In Phnom Penh these past 

few days citizens have obeyed 
traffic laws and respected 
traffic stops, which is a good 
sign,” he said.

“Others have had their driv-
er’s licences renewed in groups. 
I think that this is a success. 

“But if we want to achieve 
real success, it is not only 
through fines, but education 
and wide dissemination [of 
the law]. The road should be 
upgraded with clear signs. I 
think that will be more suc-
cessful,” he said.

Ratanak said he hopes that 
with regular enforcement of 
the law, the bad behaviour of 
some people might be cor-
rected in the long-term.

The National Police deployed more than 3,000 police forces across the country to impose the new fines. hong menea

Mondulkiri province has been host to a litany of land disputes, the most 
recent involving 13 suspects detained in April. environment ministry

Continued from page 1

health department director 
Keo Sopheaktra said the 36-
year-old patient, who worked 
at a karaoke parlour on the 
outskirts of Poipet town, tested 
11 times and was found nega-
tive twice after first contract-
ing the virus on march 29.

“Her health condition is 
fine. She eats and sleeps as 
normal, though she has not 
been cleared of Covid-19. 
We’ve done so many tests 
such as tuberculosis, aIDS, 
diabetes but found no such 
diseases,” he said.

Sopheaktra said her habits 
and mental health conditions 
are partly to blame for the slow 
recovery. “She has not had 
enough sleep and talked too 
much, which is not good for 
her mental health. The virus 
remains in her body,” he said.

In mali, the three Cambo-
dian peacekeepers have re-
covered after contracting the 
virus last week. Cambodia’s 
Centre for Peacekeeping Forc-
es spokesperson Kosal malida 
said the officers will undergo 
official testing before being 
cleared of Covid-19.

“They show no symptoms 
now, which means they have 
recovered. However, UN 
health officials will continue 
to give them medicines and 

keep them in quarantine until 
a new test completely proves 
they don’t have the virus any-
more,” she said.

among the three, she said one 
was still coughing a little bit, 
though he does not have high 
temperature or flu as before.

malida said those who had 
been in contact with the offi-
cers had not shown any sus-
picious symptoms.

There are currently 249 
Cambodian Blue Helmets 
stationed abroad, she said. 

In South Korea, the health 
condition of the Cambodian 
scholarship student who 
transited there on her flight 
from the UK to Cambodia is 
fine though she remains hos-
pitalised for Covid-19, said 
Cambodian ambassador in 
Seoul Long Dimanche. 

Dimanche told The Post on 
Sunday that the student had 
used public transportation 
while pursuing higher educa-
tion in the UK. She returned 
to Cambodia as the university 
has been temporarily closed 
amid the Covid-19 pandemic.

He said the Cambodian 
embassy in London is tracing 
those who had been in con-
tact with her.

www.phnompenhpost.com
check The PosT websiTe 
for breAkiNg News
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Voun Dara

P
OLICE are searching for two 
of three suspects who kicked 
open a police car door to escape 
at Stung meanchey Bridge in 

meanchey district while police were tak-
ing them to Prey Sar prison on Sunday.

Phnom Penh municipal police chief 
Sar Thet said on Sunday that three sus-
pects were ordered by a court to be de-
tained at Prey Sar prison after being ar-
rested for violence. But when authorities 
reached the bridge, the suspects kicked 
open the car door and two escaped.

“authorities arrested one man. Two es-
caped wearing a handcuff on one wrist,” 
he said, adding that “the three suspects 
were accused of assault at Prampi ma-
kara district, Phnom Penh. The three of 
them are youths,” Thet said. 

District police chief Neth Sithon could 
not be reached for comment on Sun-
day, but district deputy police chief Kret 
Sekharin claimed that authorities had 
already re-arrested the suspects.

“We investigated and arrested them 
already. We were able to arrest the two 
of them again. We sent them to Prey Sar 

prison on Sunday morning,” he said.
He said he could not provide the iden-

tities of the offenders who were rearrest-
ed as he was busy. 

a video report by a local news organisa-
tion said the offenders escaped on Sun-

day after jumping from the car at Stung 
meanchey Bridge and leaping from a 
height of seven metres while handcuffed.

The car that delivered the suspects be-
longed to the Prampi makara district po-
lice office, according to the video.

Casino worker 
killed in scuffle

Secession claims in S’ville

Suspects jump from bridge

Journalists voice press freedom concern

Long Kimmarita

THE president of the Khmer 
Rise Party Sok Sovann Vathana 
Sabung, a member of the Su-
preme Council for Consultation 
and Recommendations, said 
he considers one area in Preah 
Sihanouk province’s Prey Nop 
district a secessionist area.

This comes after private 
security guards wearing the 
uniform of the ministry of En-
vironment blockaded the way 
to the area and are suspected 
of holding citizens hostage.

Vathana Sabung told The 
Post on Sunday that the day 
before, he had led a working 
group armed with a proper 
mission letter from the gov-
ernment to get to the bottom 
of the incident.

He said he was told that the 
authorities used violence and 
confined between 30 to 50 
people in Smach Deng village, 
Ream commune, Prey Nop dis-
trict, Preah Sihanouk province.

“What the citizens have 
reported, I am not sure if it’s 
true or not, which is why I 
have to go to the place where 
citizens say people are being 
held to find out the facts,” 
Vathana Sabung said.

He said he was not sure 
whether what the villagers 
reported is true or not, but he 
was barred from entry.

“Environment officials and 
private security guards stopped 
us,” he said. He said he was 
told he would have to wait for 
authorities even though he 
had the mission letter.

He said the road is the only 

way to access the area in 
question and he was only 1km 
away but couldn’t get there.

Vathana Sabung said he 
would prepare two sets of 
documents to the ministry of 
Interior and Prime minister 
Hun Sen to check on the case.

He said environment offi-
cials said the land was inside 
the Ream National Park area, 
which is barred from visitors.

“I said I have a mission letter 
from the national level, why 
can’t I enter? This is an offen-
sive act by officials trying to 
cover up the truth and create a 
secessionist movement here.

“my focus is on what is go-
ing on inside there? What 
are they producing? What of-
fences have been committed? 
Why are national officials not 
allowed to enter?” he asked.

Chuon Voeun, a residents’ 
representative, said on Sun-
day that on January 3, local 
authorities used machinery to 
destroy 134 homes and crops 
in an attempt to eradicate evi-
dence that people have owned 
this land for five to 10 years.

He said they also used vio-
lence and blockaded access 
and travel. 

“The authorities demol-
ished our house and did not 
let us in. We need to grow our 
crops but we have not been 
allowed to enter since the 
beginning of January,” Voeun 
said.

He said on Sunday, besides 
blocking people from enter-
ing the disputed area, three 
people were held and he does 
not know if they have been 

set free or otherwise.
The ministry of Environ-

ment issued a press release on 
Sunday claiming it is always 
open to cooperation with 
all members of the Supreme 
Council for Consultation and 
Recommendations.

But cooperation needs to 
be informed and a specific 
time needs to be set in order 
to visit the area.

“The ministry of Environ-
ment really regrets the irre-
sponsible acts and ignorance 
of the working procedures of 
the president of the Khmer 
Rise Party. This shows arro-
gance without evidence,” the 
press released stated.”

The press release also 
claimed that the people who 
came to protest, who Vathana 
Sabung considered to be the 
victims, were, in fact, the ille-
gal occupiers.

“In this case, this party pres-
ident should have been more 
mature and carefully dis-
seminated the information as 
there was no use of violence 
or confinement of citizens,” 
the press released claimed.

Preah Sihanouk Provin-
cial Hall spokesman Kheang 
Phearum told The Post on 
Sunday there was no illegal 
confinement.

“The people who have 
ownership are citizens and 
if those who have just taken 
possession of the land don’t 
have a possession letter they 
will face legal penalties. 

I am the authority before 
Vathana Sabung. I don’t need 
him to intervene,” he said.

Soth Koemsoeun 

a casino worker, Heang Sok-
hunra, was hit twice by shots 
fired in self-defence by an 
anti-drug police officer Him 
Sokhna on Sunday morning. 
Sokhunra died on the way to 
the hospital.

The incident followed a 
street fight involving some 15 
people in Poipet town’s Phsar 
Kandal commune in Banteay 
meanchey province.

Sokhna suffered serious 
injuries when he was at-
tacked and is being treated 
at a hospital.

Relating the incident, Ph-
sar Kandal commune police 
chief Proem Sophal told The 
Post that Sokhna came across 
over 10 boys armed with 
knives and swords chasing a 
group of five boys and girls on 
Sunday morning.

Sophal said shortly after 
that, a 17-year-old girl fell off 
her motorcycle and Sokhna 
arrived to help her.

as he was assisting the girl, 
Sophal said the group of boys 
chased after and threatened 
him with their weapons. 
Sokhna fired warning shots 
into the air and onto the 
ground when the attackers 
would not back off.

During the fracas, Sokhurna 
was hit by two bullets, which 
Sophal said ricocheted off the 
ground. He died on the way to 
the hospital.

Koh Santepheap Daily quot-
ed Sokhna at a hospital on 
Sunday. He said he was riding 
his motorcycle home when he 
came across the brawl and saw 
the girl fall off her motorcycle.

Sokhna said he parked his 
bike, lifted the girl and pre-
pared to take her home.

He said 10 armed suspects 
on six motorcycles started 
chasing him and when they 
wouldn’t desist, he pulled his 
gun and fired.

at first, he said he fired into 
the air but when the attackers 
persisted, he was forced to 
shoot again on the ground in 
the hope the assailants would 
back off. However, the shots 
struck Sokhunra twice.

“We have arrested one of over 
10 boys and we questioned a 
bystander as well. The boys 
hacked Sokhna on the hands, 
chest, head, back and legs, 
leaving him injured seriously.

“The boy who was hit by two 
bullets died on the way to a 
hospital. We will continue in-
vestigating this case to detain 
the boys involved for further 
questioning,” Sophal said.

Poipet town police chief 
Thin Sindeth could not be 
reached for comment on 
Sunday but his deputy Chan 
Sophy said police were on the 
lookout for the suspects.

“They were searching for 
[the boys]. I don’t know the 
full account of the story yet,” 
he said.

According to a video report, two suspects kicked open a police car door on Sunday on Stung 
Meanchey Bridge and leapt from a height of seven metres. supplied

Continued from page 1

certain stories without ap-
proval from government of-
ficials.

“Besides, we have seen that 
the courts have been asked 
to bring up old legal cases 
against journalists,” he said.

On the positive side, he said 
the government has expressed 

its willingness to allow foreign 
media outlets to operate in 
the Kingdom. He cited Voice 
of america, which has been 
allowed to reopen its office af-
ter it ceased operations before 
the general elections.

Cambodian Journalists al-
liance (CamboJa), an asso-
ciation working to protect the 
rights of journalists, and the 

Overseas Press Club of Cambo-
dia (OPCC) on Sunday issued 
a joint statement expressing 
concern over press freedom.

They said journalists in Cam-
bodia remained fearful of pub-
lishing sensitive news critical 
of the government, which can 
result in lawsuits against them.

“Too often, this fear results in 
a form of self-censorship that 

prohibits journalists from pur-
suing our public-service mis-
sion and inhibits our ability to 
help people make informed 
decisions as members of soci-
ety,” the statement said.

Reporters without Borders 
ranked Cambodia 144th out 
of 180 countries in terms 
of freedom of the press this 
year.
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K Chhnang flooded forest 
to see 8,000 trees planted
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

T
HE Kampong Chhnang pro-
vincial Forestry administra-
tion plans to plant around 
8,000 trees on 4ha of flood-

ed forest at the Trapaing Trav area in 
Chhnok Trou commune’s Ses Slap 
village in Boribor district.

It was recently intruded and 
cleared for private ownership, with 
boundary poles illegally planted.

Provincial Forestry administra-
tion director Ly La told The Post that 
rangers discovered the encroach-

ment while patrolling the flooded 
forest three days earlier.  

“We’re bulldozing paddles that 
had been planted in the flooded for-
est to provide shelter for fish to lay 
eggs and for other mammals. Now 
we plan to plant 8,000 small trees in 
the flooded forest,” he said. 

La said the small trees would be 
planted in mid-may or early next 
month when there is more rainfall, 
which is good for them to grow well.

“Besides [the Trapaing Trav area], 
the Forestry administration also 
plans to plant trees in other flooded 

areas including those in Cholkiri 
and Kampong Leng districts.

He said around 5,000 trees are dis-
tributed to residents in local com-
munities for planting every year.

“Planting trees in the degraded 
flooded forest not only breathes 
new life into its cover and biodiver-
sity but also prevents illegal logging 
by opportunists,” he said. 

La said the Fishery administration 
and relevant authorities have pre-
viously sent suspects to court and 
seized machinery as evidence in its 
crackdowns on encroachments.

Kim Sarom

a CHINESE couple was found dead 
inside their restaurant in Veal Rinh 
commune’s Veal Thom village, Prey 
Nop district, Preah Sihanouk prov-
ince on Saturday, said provincial 
military Police.

The provincial military Police re-
search department director Heng 
Vuthy said on Sunday that the male 
victim was over 40 years old and his 
spouse, who was pregnant, was over 30 
years old. Police are withholding their 
names as the investigation is ongoing.

as of Sunday, there have been no 
suspects named in the case. “This is a 
crime and our authorities are working 
on it. I cannot provide any detailed in-
formation yet because our experts are 
still investigating,” Vuthy said.

He said according to people liv-
ing nearby and the Prey Nop district 
military Police, the couple recently 
opened a restaurant in Veal Thom.

Examinations of the bodies re-
vealed that both the husband and 

wife were stabbed multiple times in 
the head and hit with a blunt object 
which caused bruising.

It was unclear if anything was sto-
len from the restaurant.

“We don’t know what times the vic-
tims died. We suspect they may have 
been killed during the night, because 
the shop owner always closed late,” 
Vuthy said.

He said according to witnesses, the 
restaurant’s employees lived in the 
restaurant while the victims lived in 
a separate house.

The circumstances indicate that the 
victims were killed in the restaurant be-
fore they closed for the night, he said.

a Veal Rinh commune police offi-
cial told The Post on Sunday that the 
case falls under the purview of the 
military Police.

He said the couple had opened a 
restaurant about six months ago.

“The woman died in a chair while 
the husband died in the bathroom. 
We don’t know if it was a robbery or 
revenge,” he said.

Couple found dead 
in P Sihanouk eatery

According to people living nearby and the Prey Nob district Military Police, the couple 
recently opened a restaurant in Veal Thom. supplied

The flooded forest was recently 
intruded and cleared for private 
ownership, with boundary poles  
illegally planted. supplied



Thou Vireak

THE Covid-19 pandemic sweeping 
the globe has ground Kampot’s pep-
per market to a halt as exports stall 
and about 40 per cent of farmers 
have stopped caring for their crops.

Kampot Pepper Promotion Asso-
ciation (KPPA) president Nguon Lay 
told The Post on Sunday that the de-
mand for Kampot pepper has dwin-
dled due to the spread of Covid-19.

He said farmers have been forced 
to store their pepper products in 
hopes that European and US mar-
kets, the largest markets for Kampot 
pepper, resume their orders once 
the pandemic has passed.

“This year, we haven’t sold a single 
grain of pepper yet. We are depend-

ing on exports to Europe and the 
US. Today, they are suffering an out-
break of Covid-19. The businesses 
there are closed, which means no 
orders.

“Even the local tourism sector, 
which accounts for 30 per cent of 
the pepper market, has completely 
stalled. However, we are expecting to 
regain that market and stabilise pric-
es as the crisis dies down,” said Lay.

He said that as orders dry up, 
about 40 per cent of farmers had 
given up caring for and harvesting 
their crops because there are no 
profits to be made.

He added that the pepper harvest, 
which runs from January 1 to June 
30, has yielded around 100 tonnes 
so far this year, a slight decrease 

from the 120 tonnes harvested last 
year.

Lay said the Kingdom exported 78 
tonnes of Kampot pepper last year.

Prices currently stand at $15 per ki-
logramme of black pepper, $25 per ki-
logramme of red pepper and $28 per 
kilogramme of white pepper, he said.

In 2010, the World Trade Organisa-
tion granted Kampot pepper geo-
graphical indication (GI) status, which 
increases its market value and prevents 
other entities from replicating it.

The crop currently covers a culti-
vation area of 250ha, exclusively in 
Kampot and Kep provinces.

KPPA’s membership has grown 
from 387 families and 21 distribu-
tors in 2017 to 440 families and 38 
distributors this year, said Lay.
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4,100 1.3869 7.0499 106.69 4.3000 1.4097 32.36 0.6541 1.0862 1.2498

Hin Pisei 

C
AmBODIA exported 
300,252 tonnes of rice to 
the international market 
in the first four months of 

this year – equivalent to $210 mil-
lion – the highest export volume in 
the past decade, the Cambodia Rice 
Federation (CRF) said in a report.

The export volume is 40.46 per cent 
over the 213,763 tonnes reported in 
the same period last year, it said.

China accounted for 41 per cent 
of exports or 122,094 tonnes, the 
EU and the UK 32 per cent or 97,337 
tonnes, ASEAN countries 13 per cent 
or 37,428 tonnes and other countries 
14 per cent or 43,339 tonnes.

CRF secretary-general Lun yeng 
told The Post on Sunday that rice ex-
ports have reached 48.41 per cent of 
last year’s total exports. The spread 
of Covid-19 has led to a higher de-
mand for food and storage in all 
countries, he said.

“It is a great source of pride for the 
Cambodian rice sector to achieve 

such growth,” said yeng.
Early last month, the government 

suspended the export of paddy and 
white rice on the grounds of securing 
domestic supplies while Covid-19 is 
continuing to spread in Cambodia.

This, yeng said, did not have a sig-
nificant impact on the Kingdom’s 
rice exports to international mar-
kets during the period as nearly 100 
per cent of the exports were fragrant 
rice, as of last month.

“The ban will not hurt exports, 
but it is very important to maintain 
food security to serve the needs of 
local people who would prefer to eat 
white rice,” he said.

Chan Sokheang, chairman and 
CEO of Signatures of Asia Co Ltd, an 
international rice exporter, told The 
Post that concerns over the spread 
of Covid-19 have been increasing de-
mand for rice worldwide – an oppor-
tunity for Cambodian rice exporters.

However, everything depends on 
the quality and yield produced by 
farmers, he said.

“We are confident that exports 

this year will be higher than in 2019, 
but everything also depends on the 
weather and the rainwater,” said 
Sokheang.

Increased demand has caused the 
price of rice on international markets 
to rise by about 30 per cent year-on-
year, he said, adding that: “The price 
of rice on the international market 
may have risen, but for Cambodians 
there is no price increase.”

CRF president Song Saran told local 
media on Saturday: “The rise in ex-
ports and earnings over the period was 
due to a rebound in demand from the 
EU and a number of other countries, 
especially Hong Kong and Australia.

“The new markets we have devel-
oped want quality – and fragrant rice 
is popular. We hope to expand fra-
grant rice exports in the near future,” 
said Saran.

Cambodia’s rice exports to interna-
tional markets amounted to 620,106 
tonnes last year, slightly down 0.97 
per cent from 626,225 tonnes in 2018. 
Revenue was $501 million, down 4.3 
per cent from $524 million in 2018.

Customs, excise branches 
awarded a new flexibility
Thou Vireak

THE General Department of Cus-
toms and Excise has decided to al-
low all customs and excise branches 
to open containers of less-than-con-
tainer load (LCL) shipments, a new 
measure in facilitating the export 
and import of the private sector’s 
goods in Cambodia.

LCL refers to a mode of shipping 
internationally via ocean where a 
container is packed with cargo from 
multiple people and companies.

A letter on “adjusting the procedure 
of handling goods in multi-owner 
containers” which was signed by 
General Department of Customs and 
Excise director-general Kun Nhem on 
Wednesday said the measure elimi-
nates the need for branches to request 
permission from the department pri-
or to opening LCL containers.

The letter said: “The directors of the 
customs and excise branches have 
the right to decide whether to cut the 
seals off of LCL shipments, unload 
the goods to fulfil the customs clear-
ance forms and/or to stock in ware-
houses in accordance with the appli-
cable procedures and regulations.”

Cambodia Logistics Association 
president Sin Chanthy told The Post 
on Sunday that adjusting the proce-
dure would help reduce the conges-
tion of goods clearance and reduce 
the complexity of the procedures to 
fill out the required forms.

The adjustments will also help to 

release goods such as raw materials 
to factories more quickly, he said.

“This is a wonderful move. In the 
past, port officials did not have per-
mission to open the containers on-
the-spot unless they had a permit 
from the General Department of 
Customs and Excise of Cambodia. 
But now they can open the con-
tainers and immediately clear the 
goods,” he said.

Cambodia Chamber of Commerce 
vice-president Lim Heng said the 
adjustments to the LCL procedures 
would reduce time and costs for the 
private sector.

“We, as the private sector, really 
support this measure,” he said. “The 
adjustment helps the goods in the 
containers be released very quickly.”

Phnom Penh Autonomous Port’s 
unaudited financial statements sent 
to the Cambodia Securities Exchange 
last month showed that in the first 
quarter, the port logged $7.61 million 
in revenue, an increase of 29.64 per 
cent over the same period last year.

The breakdown of business and 
service results of the port for the first 
quarter were – 930,023 tonnes of car-
go, natural gas and fuel oil was shipped 
via the port, up three per cent year-on-
year; 625 cargo vessels used the port, 
up 14 per cent; and 74,333 containers 
were shipped, up 26 per cent.

However, passengers using the 
port dropped by 22 per cent while 
the number of passenger boats fell 
seven per cent.

Phnom Penh Autonomous Port logged $7.61 million in revenue in the first quarter, an 
increase of 29.64 per cent over the same period last year. HIN PISEI

Rice exports at decade high

Covid-19 pandemic shaking up Kampot pepper market

Cambodia exported 300,252 tonnes of rice to the international market in the first four months of this year, up 40.46 per cent over 
the 213,763 tonnes reported in the same period last year. HONG MENEA

The pandemic sweeping the globe has ground Kampot’s pepper market to a halt as exports 
stall and about 40 per cent of farmers stop caring for their crops. HENG CHIVOAN
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Smart axiata’s CEO Thomas Hundt talks 5G

In an effort to boost the development of 
the digital economy over the next few 
years, the Ministry of Information will 
release the 700MHz band to the Min-
istry of Posts and Telecommunications 
to help it develop the 5G network.

Thomas Hundt, CEO of Smart Axia-
ta Co Ltd, one of the leading mobile op-
erators in Cambodia, talks to The Post’s 
May Kunmakara about the company’s 
investment plan for the roll out of 5G 
network coverage in the Kingdom.

What’s the latest news about your 
company’s 5G network develop-
ment?

Since hosting the Kingdom’s first 
5G live trial showcase in July last 
year, Smart axiata has been carry-
ing out 5G trials and tests at some 
sites in Phnom Penh using the trial 
licence issued by the Telecommuni-
cation Regulator of Cambodia. 

We have managed to achieve giga-
bit speeds and favourable latencies 
while exploring new test use cases, 
including the recent initiative with 
our partner Huawei Technologies 
(Cambodia) Co Ltd of deploying a 
temporary on-site Covid-19 coordi-
nation and monitoring centre for the 
ministry of Health which connects to 
the Khmer-Soviet Friendship Hos-
pital and Chak angre Krom Health 
Centre via video conferencing facili-
ties using 5G trial frequencies.

We intend to continue the trial 
over the next few months until the 

government provides more clar-
ity on the 5G licensing and policy 
framework which would then give 
operators like Smart axiata the op-
portunity to offer 5G services com-
mercially to the public. 

What is your view about the govern-
ment’s plan to release the frequen-
cies in the 700 MHz band for the de-
velopment of 5G?

The 700mHz frequency (widely 
known as the aPT700 in our region) 
is an ideal band for rural coverage as 
it has very good propagation charac-

teristics – this means it is more eco-
nomical for mobile operators to ad-
dress rural mobile coverage faster.

We are certainly encouraged by 
the announcement from the prime 
minister earlier this year, and re-
cent developments at the ministry 
of Posts and Telecommunications, 
the ministry of Information as well 
as the ministry of Economy and Fi-
nance concerning the national digi-
tal switchover which will enable the 
release of aPT700 for mobile ser-
vices.

many countries in the region have 

released or are releasing this band 
urgently to bridge the digital divide 
as many mobile handsets are al-
ready compatible.

While there have been countries 
assigning aPT700 for 5G, it is vital for 
Cambodia to ensure that the aPT700 
band is assigned not only for 5G but 
is technology neutral. mobile opera-
tors should be allowed to also use the 
aPT700 to improve 4G LTE availabil-
ity which is very much still relevant 
in the country (especially rural areas) 
and also other technologies in the 
future as mobile handset capabilities 

and compatibility increase further.  

Is Cambodian infrastructure ready to 
adopt such advanced technology?

Smart axiata invests $70 to $80 
million per year, primarily in net-
work expansions. This commitment 
remains the same for 2020 though 
we have had to increase capital ex-
penditure to support the high usage 
trends and expectations during this 
unprecedented Covid-19 situation.

In terms of 5G infrastructure, we 
envision that Cambodia will first 
adopt 5G non-standalone architec-
ture. and for this, we are certainly 
very ready. We have upgraded our 
core to be 5G-compatible since last 
year and are continuing our trials on 
multiple aspects and uses. 

Once we obtain the necessary li-
cence and approvals for the use of 
the associated 5G spectrum, we will 
be able to make 5G a reality in Cam-
bodia in a few months. If we want 
to be one of the first in aSEaN, all 
stakeholders need to work togeth-
er or else we will miss the train as 
many other countries are planning 
5G launches by Q4 2020.

at this juncture, we would also like 
to point out that 5G is expected to be 
very capital expenditure intensive, 
therefore it is vital that the government 
makes future 5G spectrum sufficiently 
available at a reasonable cost.

Otherwise, the sustainability of 
the mobile industry may be uncer-
tain in the future, thus preventing 
the potential of 5G and other mobile 
services to be fully harnessed.

This interview has been edited for 
length and clarity.

THE Thai economy deterio-
rated in the first quarter of this 
year, with worse to come in 
the second quarter, the Bank 
of Thailand (BoT) – its central 
bank – has warned.

Economic indicators for 
march showed a decline from 
February, said senior BoT di-
rector Don Nakornthab.

Exports, private investment, 
household consumption and 
tourism were hit hard in the 
first quarter as the spread of 
the Covid-19 became more 
acute, he said.

Export volume in march fell 
by 2.2 per cent year-on-year. 
Excluding gold, the value of 
exports contracted by 6.5 per 
cent, largely due to weak of 
global demand as a result of 
the Covid-19 fallout, he said.

BoT export statistics differ 
from those of the ministry of 
Commerce, which rely on Cus-
toms Department figures, he 
said. The BoT does not count 
tanks shipped to Thailand for 
military exercises, or the return 
of leased aircraft to their own-
ers abroad by Thai airlines. 
Customs Department statis-
tics registered export growth of 
4.17 per cent in march.

However, after severe con-
traction in February, the value 
of imports in march expanded 
by 4.4 per cent year-on-year, 
partly due to China reopen-
ing businesses. Excluding 
gold, imports expanded by 
1.3 per cent, said Don.

Private consumption 

dropped from march last year 
in almost all spending cat-
egories, as supporting factors 
including household income, 
employment and consumer 
confidence weakened.

The manufacturing Produc-
tion Index (mPI) contracted 
by 11.2 per cent year-on-year, 
pressured by weakening do-
mestic and external demand, 
and drought in Thailand.

Private investment indi-
cators contracted sharply 
from the same period last 
year, with the private invest-
ment index fell 7.8 per cent 
in march. Large numbers of 
workers also lost their jobs.

Farmers hit by drought saw 
their real income decline, lead-
ing to a drop in household con-
sumption. Tourists arrivals in 
march plunged by 76.4 per cent 
year-on-year to 819,000, after 
falling 42 per cent in February.

Tourist arrivals last month 
could see a 99 per cent year-
on-year nosedive, Don warned, 
amid government lockdown 
restrictions including a ban on 
incoming flights until the end of 
this month, mandatory quaran-
tine for all arrivals, and curfew. 

Only government spending 
remained positive in march, he 
said. Public spending (exclud-
ing transfers) rose for the first 
time in five months, due to dis-
bursement of the 2020 budget.

“Contraction of the economy 
in the first quarter from Janu-
ary to march brings expecta-
tions of more of the same in 

april followed by a much larg-
er contraction in the whole of 
the second quarter from april 
to June,” he warned.

The one trillion baht ($31 
billion) government stimulus 
package, worth six per cent of 
gross domestic product (GDP), 
should help shore up the econ-
omy this year and next. mean-
while BoT’s loan facility to sup-
port small and medium-sized 
businesses is also relatively 
large, at three per cent of GDP.

Though the large stimulus 
packages will aid the economy, 
the BoT still forecasts a 5.3 per 
cent drop in GDP this year be-
fore growth returns next year.

The challenge is how to 
channel the stimulus funds 
quickly to those who need 
them, said Don.

He predicted a U- or V-
shaped recovery, adding that 
an L-shaped economic scenar-
io was possible but unlikely.

Thailand’s recovery would 
largely depend on how the 
global economy rebounded. 
The World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) forecasts global GDP 
will sink by 2.5 per cent – or 
8.8 per cent in the worst case 
scenario – this year, before 
rebounding to grow at 5.9-7.4 
per cent next year.

The WTO also projected 
world trade volume will fall by 
12.9 per cent, or 31.9 per cent 
in the worst case scenario, be-
fore recovering next year to 
grow between 21.3 and 24 per 
cent. THE NATION (THAILAND)/ANN

Worse to come in Q2 for Thai 
economy, says central bank

Smart Axiata Co Ltd CEO Thomas Hundt talks about the company’s investment plan for the roll-out of 5G network coverage in the 
Kingdom. HENG CHIVOAN
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www.phnompenhpost.comBasic Market Guide  

Many of us have 
heard about the 
securities market, 
but not everyone 

understands its role and how it 
functions. around the world, 
the securities market – also 
known as the stock market 
– plays an important role in 
boosting economies through 
the facilitation of funds. ac-
cording to the World Bank, in 
the US alone the stock market 
has reached more than $30 
trillion in value, not including 
other financial assets within 
the securities market such 
as bonds and derivatives. as 
significant as this is, there are 
still a lot of misconceptions 
regarding securities, especially 
in a developing country like 
Cambodia.

What is the securities 
market?

The securities market is a 
market where securities like 
stocks and bonds are bought 
and sold. The securities market 

plays a vital role in a country’s 
economy by allowing corpora-
tions, state-owned enterprises 
and the government to raise 
funds directly from the public 
to finance business expansion 
or infrastructure development. 
When money flows efficiently 
from those who have it to 
those who need it, the eco-
nomic activities of production 
and trade prosper, leading to 
the generation of jobs and 
wealth for the nation.

What products are 
available in the 

securities market?

Securities can be divided 
into two main categories: 
equity and debt. The two 

securities make up the basic 
forms of:

 Stock is a type of eq-
uity security that represents 
ownership in a corporation 
and a claim on part of the 
company’s assets and earnings 
depending on the proportion 
of shares a person holds. For 
example, if you own a stock 
of company a, you are a 
partial owner of the company. 
When the company makes 
a profit, you are entitled to 
receive that profit in the form 
of a dividend. 
 
 Bond is a type of debt 

security that represents an 
amount of money that an 
investor lends to an issuer, 

which may be corporations, 
such as insurance companies, 
state-owned enterprises or the 
government. The investor will 
receive an amount of interest 
from the issuer periodically 
and the whole principal back 
at maturity.

Primary market versus  
secondary market.

If we take a step further, 
the securities market can be 
divided into two – the primary 
market and the secondary 
market. The primary market 
is where securities are bought 
and sold for the first time. To 
put it in simple terms, when 
corporations want to raise 
funds from the public, they 

issue securities such as stocks 
and bonds and sell them to the 
public. This allows the public 
to buy directly from the com-
pany. This is called the primary 
market. The investors who buy 
securities from the primary 
market can then sell them in 
the secondary market. This is 
where existing securities are 
traded between investors. 

Who are the main 
players in the market?  

 The Securities and Ex-
change Commission of 
Cambodia (SECC) is the gov-
ernment body that regulates 
the securities sector in the 
Kingdom. The SECC develops 
regulations and overlooks all 
practices within the securities 
sector to ensure fairness and 
confidence in the market. 

 The Cambodia Securi-
ties Exchange (CSX) is the 
sole operator of the securities 
exchange in the Kingdom. The 
CSX is where securities like 
stocks and bonds are traded 
in Cambodia. The CSX is also 
an approved operator of the 
Depository and Clearing and 
Settlement Facility, meaning 
the CSX is where securities are 
stored, cleared and settled.

 Securities companies hold 
different licences. One of their 
roles is to act as a brokerage, 
which is to assist investors in 
purchasing shares on the CSX. 
Investors who wish to trade 

in the securities market need 
to have an account with a 
licensed broker.

 Listed companies are  
corporations that have listed 
their securities on the 
Cambodia Securities Exchange. 
Listed companies raise funds 
from the public through the 
issuance of securities. 
 

What is Post Securities – 
Basic Market Guide?

Post Securities – Basic 
Market Guide is a series of 
educational articles focusing on 
fostering a greater understand-
ing of how the securities market 
in Cambodia works. With the 
content run as a series, inves-
tors will accumulate knowledge 
over time. The articles, to be 
published on the first Monday 
of every month, will focus on 
different aspects of the securi-
ties market, ranging from the 
basics to specific topics. 
Contributed by: The Cambodia 
Securities Exchange.

Market Operation Department
Email: market@csx.com.kh.
Tel: 023 95 88 88 / 023 95 88 85.

Disclaimer: This article 
has been compiled solely for 
informative and educational 
purposes. It is not intended for 
any recommendations or for in-
vestment advice. The Cambodia 
Securities Exchange is not liable 
for any losses or damages caused 
by using it in such a way. 

All you need to know about securities market
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Minister of Economy and Finance HE Dr Aun Pornmoniroth presides over a listing on the CSX. HENG CHIVOAN

Popularity of trading soaring in the Kingdom

In collaboration with 
the securities and  
Exchange Commission 
of Cambodia and the 
Cambodia securities 
Exchange, the phnom 
penh post is publishing 
a series of articles 
related to the  
securities market.
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UROPE on Sunday prepared for 
a further cautious easing of cor-
onavirus restrictions following 
signs the pandemic may be slow-

ing, after Spaniards flocked to the streets 
to jog, cycle and rollerskate for the first 
time after 48 days of confinement.

more than 245,000 people have been 
killed and 3.5 million infected worldwide 
by the virus, which has left half of humanity 
under some form of lockdown and pushed 
the global economy towards its worst 
downturn since the Great Depression.

With signs that the spread of the con-
tagion has been brought under control, 
parts of Europe and the US have begun 
to lift restrictions to try to inject life into 
economies crippled by weeks of closures 
and ease the pressure from populations 
wearying of captivity.

after a two-month lockdown in Italy – 
with the second-highest number of virus 
deaths in the world – people on monday 
will be allowed to stroll in parks and visit rel-
atives. Restaurants can open for takeaway 
and wholesale stores can resume business.

Russia on Sunday registered 10,633 
new coronavirus infections, marking a 
fresh one-day record increase. The tally 
currently stands at 134,687 cases, Rus-
sian authorities said.

Despite the increase in cases, the gov-
ernment has indicated it could gradually 
lift confinement measures from may 12, 
but the easing will depend on the region.

Germany will also continue its easing at 
the start of the week, with schools in some 
areas expected to reopen, while Slovenia 
and Poland will allow some businesses 
and public spaces to operate again.

France has said it will partially lift its 
lockdown on may 11.

But with health experts warning the 
disease could hit hard once again, they 
are sticking to social distancing mea-
sures, the use of masks and more testing 
to try to track infections.

Despite the lingering concerns, there 
was joy and relief in Spain on Saturday, 
where people were allowed to exercise 
and walk freely after the government 
eased seven weeks of strict lockdown in 
a country with one of the highest num-

ber of deaths at more than 25,000.
across the atlantic, the pressure to ease vi-

rus measures is intense on leaders in the US, 
where the economy has been hammered 
with tens of millions left jobless and anti-
lockdown protests erupting in many areas.

The US has the most coronavirus 
deaths in the world, though there are 
signs that the pandemic is slowing down 
in some parts of the country.

In New york City, the epicentre of the 
US outbreak, an emergency field hospital 
erected in Central Park is set to close, the 
Christian charity running it said on Satur-
day, as virus cases decline in the city.

But authorities are wary of letting their 
guard down too fast, with fears the virus 
could wreak havoc in the most vulner-
able communities in the US.

a massive wave of infections is sweep-
ing through the US’ prison population 
– the world’s largest at 2.3 million – with 
coronavirus deaths on the rise in jails 
and penitentiaries across the country.

Riots over inadequate protection and 
slow responses by authorities have al-
ready taken place in prisons in Washing-
ton state and Kansas.

In addition to Europe, countries else-

where are also relaxing some coronavirus 
measures.

Singapore has announced it would 
gradually ease some of its restrictions, 
while Turkey on Saturday said it would lift 
curbs on the export of medical supplies.

Thailand allowed businesses such as 
restaurants, hair salons and outdoor 
markets to reopen on Sunday so long as 
social distancing was maintained and 
temperature checks carried out.

But experts have warned that some coun-
tries are still in the first stages of their out-
breaks and things could get worse there.

In a sign of the pandemic’s emotional 
toll, families of coronavirus victims in 
the Philippines are being denied tradi-
tional death rites in favour of hurried, 
impersonal cremations, with virus re-
strictions often meaning they cannot 
take a last look at their loved ones.

Leandro Resurreccion IV, 26, was not al-
lowed to visit his father as he was dying 
from the virus in hospital, and never saw his 
corpse – just the plastic he was wrapped in.

“The fact that my family wasn’t able to 
say goodbye could probably be the sec-
ond most tragic thing that happened af-
ter my dad’s death,” he said. AFP

NK’s Kim makes 
public appearance 
sporting new mark
NORTH Korea’s Kim Jong-
un has made his first public 
appearance in nearly three 
weeks, state media reported 
on Saturday, following intense 
speculation that the leader of 
the nuclear-armed nation was 
seriously ill or possibly dead.

State television showed Kim 
walking, smiling broadly and 
smoking a cigarette at what the 
North said was the opening of 
a fertiliser factory on Friday in 
South Pyongan province’s Sun-
chon city, north of Pyongyang.

US subscription-based web-
site NK News noted that the 
video footage showed that Kim 
had what looked to be a new 
scar on his inner right wrist.

It quoted US medical profes-
sionals as saying: “It looks like 
a right radial artery puncture 
. . . [which is] often used for ac-
cess to the coronary arteries 
for stent placement.”

Noting that the mark ap-
peared to be “about a week old”, 
the professional said: “It is hard 
to tell from the foreshortening 
of the photograph, but it seems 
a bit medial . . . It is not an IV 
[intravenous], which wouldn’t 
leave such a mark.”

a South Korean surgeon told 
NK News that the mark on 
Kim’s arm “looks more plausi-
ble to be a procedure or check-
up mark from a procedure on a 
heart-related issue.”

Jason H Wasfy, a cardiolo-
gist at massachusetts Gen-
eral Hospital and assistant 
Professor at Harvard medical 
School, told NK News: “From 
these pictures, this dot is not 
likely to be a radial puncture 
site. The position would be 
wrong and the appearance 
would be unusual.

“So I think this is not likely [a 
radial puncture] based on these 
pictures. It normally would be 
closer to the thumb.”

Rumours about Kim’s health 
have been swirling since his 
conspicuous no-show at april 
15 celebrations for the birth-
day of his grandfather, the 
North’s founder – the most 
important day in the coun-
try’s political calendar.

His absence triggered a se-
ries of fevered rumours and 
unconfirmed reports over his 
condition, while the US and 
South Korea insisted they had 
no information to believe any 
of the conjecture was true.

Seoul’s unification minis-
try reacted to Saturday’s re-
port by saying “groundless” 
speculation about Kim had 
caused “unnecessary confu-
sion”, calling for more careful 
consideration in future.

Kim’s sudden death would 
have left Pyongyang facing 
an unplanned succession for 
the first time in its history and 
raised unanswered questions 
over who would succeed him 
and take over the North’s nu-
clear arsenal.

China, the North’s key dip-
lomatic ally and main provid-
er of trade and aid, is keen to 
maintain stability in its neigh-
bour and avoid the possibility 
of an influx of refugees.

North Korea is “at the epi-
centre of an extremely tense 
security crisis”, involving “a 
nuclear standoff where tens 
of millions of lives are at 
stake,” Henri Feron, Senior 
Fellow at the US Center for 
International  Policy, said.

“This raises legitimate con-
cerns about the domestic and 
international instability that 
his death could cause.”

US President Donald Trump 
on Saturday said he was “glad” 
about the reappearance of 
Kim and that the North Korea 
leader is healthy. “I, for one, 
am glad to see he is back, and 
well!” Trump tweeted.

Footage showed Kim in his 
trademark black suit, waving 
to hundreds of workers who 
cheered his appearance and 
released balloons.

He was flanked by senior 
officials – including his sister 
and close adviser Kim yo-jong 
– and showed no outward 
signs of ill health.

at one point Kim sat in 
front of a sign that described 
the event as a factory opening 
ceremony for may 1, 2020, 
but his appearance could not 
be independently verified. 

as with previous public ap-
pearances during the global 
coronavirus pandemic, Kim and 
his entourage were not wear-
ing masks, unlike the crowd of 
workers at the ceremony.

analysts said Kim could 
not appear in public wear-
ing a mask as it would make 
him appear vulnerable to the 
North Korean people.

The North has insisted that 
it has not seen a single case of 
coronavirus, although experts 
say that is unlikely.

Daily NK, a Seoul-based on-
line media outlet run mostly 
by North Korean defectors, re-
ported on april 23 that a North 
Korean man who crossed the 
Tumen River in North Ham-
gyong province into China’s Ji-
lin province on april 20 tested 
positive for Covid-19.

Having been shot by a Chi-
nese border guard, he was 
transferred to a hospital in the 
province’s Longjing city where 
he was placed under quarantine 
and underwent medical tests 
for the virus, said Daily NK.

Other Daily NK reports have 
suggested that 180 soldiers 
may have died from “corona-
virus-like symptoms” between 
January and February, and 
that 23 other people may have 
died in the country due to the 
disease as of late February.

Kim’s repeated appearances 
without a mask had led some 
to speculate that he may have 
caught the virus. AFP

Europe set to ease lockdown 
restrictions as virus hopes rise

Thailand allowed businesses such as restaurants, hair salons and outdoor markets to reopen so 
long as social distancing was maintained. AFP

Beijing blasts radical resurgence in Hong Kong
THE Chinese central govern-
ment’s liaison office in Hong 
Kong on Saturday condemned 
the return of lawlessness and 
violence to city streets during 
the Labour Day holiday.

The office lambasted mili-
tant activists for flouting the 
law, ignoring the ban on social 
gatherings during the Covid-19 
pandemic, intimidating busi-
ness owners and hurling molo-
tov cocktails at police vehicles.

a spokesperson for the Liai-
son Office of the Central Peo-
ple’s Government in the Hong 
Kong Special administrative 
Region (SaR) accused radical 
protesters of undermining 
the rule of law and exacerbat-
ing economic hardships in-
flicted by last year’s riots and 
the ongoing pandemic.

The government’s social dis-
tancing measures specifically 
prohibit public gatherings of 
more than four people.

Crowds of protesters gath-
ered on Thursday and Friday 
at several locations in defi-
ance of government mea-
sures to control the spread of 
the coronavirus. They caused 
disruptions to businesses, as 
the owners struggled to re-
turn to normal operations.

The molotov cocktail in-
cident on Friday night took 
place in the shopping district 
of mong Kok, Kowloon. a 15-
year-old juvenile was arrested 
in connection with the attack.

The incident evoked im-
ages of last year, when chaos 
and violence engulfed the city, 
disrupting commuter traffic, 
forcing businesses to close and 
threatening physical harm to 
any who opposed the protests. 

The liaison office spokesper-
son accused perpetrators of the 
renewed unrest as having no 
concern for the people of Hong 
Kong, already stricken by finan-

cial hardship, after a series of 
blows to the local economy.

amid a global fight for sur-
vival against a deadly virus, 
radicals again started to in-
flict violence on the local 
community and advocated 
the setting of explosives at 
public gathering places.

young people have been 
particularly susceptible to 
opposition, anti-government 
rhetoric, and have contrib-
uted to the social malaise 
in large numbers, said the 
spokesperson. Protest vio-
lence and vandalism had 
been the main cause of rising 
unemployment and the col-
lapse of many businesses.

The liaison office warned of an 
abysmal future for Hong Kong if 
criminal activities are allowed to 
run at large on city streets.

The spokesperson ques-
tioned, rhetorically asking 
where were the children of 

opposition politicians when 
their parents were inciting 
other young people to break 
the law. The radicalisation 
of young people came at the 
sacrifice of their future hopes, 
added the spokesperson.

The office also berated 
opposition lawmakers for 
blocking urgent legislation, 
including relief measures to 
help individuals and busi-
nesses ride out the aftermath 
of the pandemic.

The spokesperson also tra-
duced opposition politicians 
for spreading divisive senti-
ments and deepening social 
rifts, in an attempt to further 
their political agenda.

The office expressed sup-
port for the SaR government 
and the police force to take 
effective measures to safe-
guard the city’s stability and 
public safety. CHINA DAILY/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK
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Vietnam: Virus forcing children onto streets
a 

LEaDING charity 
in Hanoi, Vietnam, 
says there has been 
a threefold increase 

in the number of children 
living on the streets, forced 
from their homes in search 
of work during the Covid-19 
pandemic.

The Blue Dragon Chil-
dren’s Foundation has helped 
thousands of disadvantaged 
youngsters get their lives back 
on track.

But in march alone they have 
identified 30 new juveniles 
sleeping rough in the capital.

Co-CEO Skye maconachie 
told Viet Nam News: “Normally 
we would meet about 10 new 
street kids every month in Ha-
noi. In march we met about 30.

“Kids are not in school, their 
families are not earning any 
income and they might come 
from a home where there is 
already abuse or some diffi-
culties or complexities.

“So they are coming to the 
streets of Hanoi to try and 
earn money or get away from 
something.”

although less than five per 
cent of Covid-19 patients in 
Vietnam are under 18, macon-
achie said the global pandemic 
is putting more children at risk.

The dedicated staff at the 
charity were given special dis-
pensation to allow them to 
continue to patrol the streets 
during social distancing, hand-
ing out food, face masks, advice 
and support to youngsters.

maconachie added: “Through 

the strict social distancing peri-
od, our teams still needed to re-
spond to calls for help, so we did 
that in the safest way possible.

“We had an outreach team 
out on the streets every night 
in Hanoi because more chil-
dren were out on the streets 
and they needed support with 
food, face masks, and they 
needed to understand the 
situation and we would try to 

help and get them back to the 
countryside where possible.”

Official statistics show that 
the Covid-19 pandemic has af-
fected nearly five million work-
ers as of mid-april in Vietnam 
and that means an even more 
severe blow to the most vulner-
able groups in society.

maconachie said: “During 
the pandemic, the people we 
normally support have gone 

deeper into crisis.
“We are seeing families who 

are becoming homeless again, 
ending up back on the streets 
or working on the streets be-
cause they don’t have enough 
money to pay rent or food.

“We have seen a lot of our 
young people who we helped 
get employed now being laid 
off because of the situation. 
and many of their families 

work day to day to survive.”
adding to this, the social dis-

tancing and international travel 
restrictions, which have helped 
contain the spread of the virus, 
made it even harder for groups 
like Blue Dragon to carry out 
their support activities.

maconachie said: “We have 
victims of human trafficking 
calling for help and we have 
been unable to rescue them 

which is very, very challeng-
ing. Those women are in slav-
ery and are at harm.

“In march we had 30 calls for 
help. We were able to support 
women only over the phone. 
and we have now been able to 
start rescuing them slowly. But 
currently, we have 25 victims 
waiting for rescue. So those 
numbers really have spiked.”

although Vietnam is doing 
a great job in containing the 
deadly pandemic, the charity 
head was still very cautious of 
what the future holds in case 
the pandemic worsens.

She said: “a second wave of 
infection will be debilitating 
for a lot of the families that 
we work with.

“It takes time for them to re-
cover from what has just hap-
pened and the risk is still going 
to be there. and the uncertain-
ty for many months still.”

Despite the challenges, the 
Hanoi-based NGO, which has 
had 17 years experience in 
working to help street chil-
dren and human trafficking 
victims, knows they have a 
vital role to play.

maconachie said: “Crisis is 
what we do. and we definitely 
will not give up.

“Our focus is to get to the vic-
tims of trafficking as soon as 
possible and get them home 
to Vietnam. Our other focus is 
to get to the kids that have left 
home to work because of the 
school closures and because of 
the difficulties their families are 
facing.” VIET NAM NEWS/ANN

aLmOST 500,000 people have 
signed a petition as of Sun-
day urging the malaysian 
government to continue with 
its movement restrictions 
not long after Prime minister 
muhyiddin yassin announced 
that most businesses will be al-
lowed to reopen from monday.

The petition at Change.org 
was put up by a group that 
calls itself Rakyat malaysia 
Prihatin (Concerned malay-
sian Citizens).

The movement control or-
der (mCO) that was first im-
posed on march 18 and ex-
tended three times is still on 
until may 12.

But the prime minister’s 
announcement on Friday for 
a “conditional mCO” by al-
lowing restaurants and most 
shops to reopen, and for of-
fices to restart raised worries 
among some healthcare ex-
perts and politicians that the 
country was reopening too 
much, too soon.

In the petition, the group 
said the government’s decision 
to ease the mCO curbs could 
result in what had happened 
in other countries with new 
spikes of the Covid-19 virus.

“We urge the malaysian 
government to continue the 
mCO and cancel the condi-
tional mCO immediately.

“We do not want the mis-
takes of other countries which 
eased/cancelled lockdowns 
to be repeated in malaysia. 

We do not want our front-
liners to be exhausted again,” 
it said.

Senior minister Ismail Sabri 
yaakob defended the govern-
ment’s decision on Saturday 
in his daily news briefing on 
the Covid-19 situation.

“We are not opening up ev-
erything, not everyone can 
operate. For example, the 
education ministry still can-
not operate, schools and uni-
versities still cannot operate,” 
he said, as quoted by the ma-
laysiakini news site.

“Gatherings are still not al-
lowed . . . Just because we’re 

opening up doesn’t mean we 
are doing it hastily as claimed 
by some,” he added.

In the petition, the group 
said: “We do not want the gov-
ernment to bow to the capital-
ists who put their priority on 
profit above that of the health 
and welfare of workers.

“We can continue the mCO 
for the future of our country,” 
the petition stated.

muhyiddin, when an-
nouncing to relax the partial 
lockdown on Friday said: “Be-
ginning may 4, almost all eco-
nomic sectors will be allowed 

to open with conditions. This 
is important as business and 
work are sources of income.

“If we are under mCO for too 
long, we will not get any in-
come and this will have a bad 
impact on your finances.”

Events and places that 
would cause people to gather 
in large groups – such as re-
ligious meetings, cinemas, 
theme parks and concerts are 
still banned.

The prime minister said 
Southeast asia’s third-biggest 
economy suffered 2.4 billion 
ringgit ($560 million) in loss-
es daily during the mCO, with 

total losses currently estimat-
ed at 63 billion ringgit. anoth-
er 35 billion ringgit will have 
to be added to this should the 
mCO be extended.

muhyiddin said: “I realise 
you are all worried. I am wor-
ried too, and in some nations 
too, when the lockdown end-
ed, the number of Covid-19 
positive cases increased ex-
ponentially.

“We must find ways to bal-
ance between healing the na-
tion’s economy and address-
ing Covid-19.” THE STRAITS TIMES 

(SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Half a million sign petition to 
maintain restrictions in m’sia

There has been a threefold increase in the number of children living on the streets in Hanoi, Vietnam, forced from their homes in search of work 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. BLUE DRAGON CHILDREN’S FOUNDATION

we must find ways to balance 
between healing the 

nation’s economy and 
addressing covid-19
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a
mID the rapid 
spread of Covid-19 
worldwide,  govern-
ments are banning 

activities that involve large 
gatherings, including school 
and working from an office. 
Several countries are imple-
menting lockdowns and 
ordering people to stay home.

This mass quarantine and 
isolation have caused wide-
spread fears and concerns 
among societies and affected 
people’s mental health, espe-
cially the at-risk population, 
including children.

While we can agree that stay-
ing home and self-quarantin-
ing are essential to prevent the 
spread of Covid-19, doing so 
has several negative impacts, 
especially on children.

Research shows that when 
children are not in school, 
whether at the weekends or 
over the holidays, they are 
less active, have longer screen 
times, have irregular sleeping 
patterns and consume more 
unhealthy foods. These con-
ditions often lead to weight 
gain and decreased physical 
fitness. These effects are likely 
to be much worse when chil-
dren stay at home without 
any outdoor activities and 
interaction with their friends.

Parents should pay more 
attention to their children’s 
mental health. Stressors that 
they experienced during the 
pandemic, such as long isola-
tion duration, fear of getting 
the infection, boredom, lack 
of contact with friends, lack 
of personal space at home, 
even family financial loss, 
can affect their psychological 
wellbeing. Research has 
shown that in children expe-
riencing quarantine, the 
mean post-traumatic stress 
scores were four times higher 
when compared to children 
who are not quarantined.

To lessen these effects on 
children, the government, 
NGOs, the community, 
school and parents need to 
understand the downside of 
long quarantines so they can 
address these issues more 
effectively.

WHO has released a guide-

line on mental health during 
the Covid-19 pandemic. The 
Indonesian Psychiatric asso-
ciation is using this guideline 
to manage child and adoles-
cent mental health during the 
pandemic. One of the inter-
ventions mentioned is how to 
help children cope with the 
stress related to the pandem-
ic. During an emergency such 
as a pandemic, children may 
show stress in different ways. 
They could be more demand-
ing, agitated, angry, anxious, 
have mood swings, prefer to 
be alone, some even wet their 
bed. The most crucial thing is 
to keep children active and 
give them understanding of 
the situation.

The child and adolescent 
psychiatry division of the 
Indonesian Psychiatric associ-
ation has also spread its guide-
lines through social media, 
explaining how to help chil-
dren and adolescents main-
tain their mental health during 
the pandemic. The guidelines 
stress how parents and car-
egivers should support to their 
children by doing activities at 
home, develop routine activi-
ties such as praying, studying, 
playing, doing physical activi-
ties and learning life skills by 
helping adults do house 
chores. For many parents, 
these new conditions can be 
challenging as they have to be 
with their children all day, 
supporting their needs and 

responsibilities. For this, par-
ents also need to maintain 
their physical and psychologi-
cal wellbeing, by having their 
own time to manage their 
work, balance their mood by 
doing hobbies while also 
being available when their 
children require their help. 
Children can feel relieved after 
they tell their caregivers about 
what they feel.

The simplest way a parent or 
caregiver can address the situ-
ation is by giving the children 
enough love and attention so 
they can resolve their own 
fears. It is also important to be 
honest with children and 
explain to them what is cur-
rently happening in the world 
with words and in a way that 
they can easily understand.

Due to the perceptive 
nature of children, they will 
mimic how to respond or 
react to a situation from their 
parents or caregiver. This is 
why it is very crucial for par-
ents to manage their own 
stressors so they can be a 
good example for their chil-
dren. When parents or car-
egivers react calmly to Covid-
19, they are indirectly giving 
the best form of support for 
their children. Parents or car-
egivers can seem more reas-
suring to children if they are 
better prepared.

another way to help chil-
dren cope with the current 
situation is by helping them 

find ways to express them-
selves, which can be done 
through various creative 
activities. The best way to do 
this is by establishing a daily 
routine, consisting of differ-
ent types of activities that 
they can do at home. This 
routine can be beneficial 
especially since the children 
are currently quarantined at 
home, making them less 
bored and lonely.

It is important to note that 
an emergency, such as cur-
rent Covid-19 pandemic, 
affects each child in different 
ways depending on their 
characteristics, experiences 
and social and economic 
backgrounds. Some children 
might experience more 
severe, longer-lasting reac-
tions to the pandemic com-
pared to other children. Com-
mon attitude changes that the 
children may experience and 
parents need to watch for 
include excessive crying, 
excessive worry or sadness, 
unhealthy eating or sleeping 
habits, irritability, difficulty 
focusing attention and con-
centration, avoidance, unex-
plained headaches or body 
pain, and the use of alcohol, 
tobacco, or other drugs.

Before an emergency takes 
place, it is important to talk 
to children about future con-
ditions and let them know 
about safety plans. Including 
them in this process will 

make them aware that their 
parents are prepared to keep 
them safe and help give them 
a sense of control.

When an emergency is 
happening, parents need to 
be able to stay calm and reas-
sure their children while con-
stantly informing them about 
what is currently happening 
in a way that they can under-
stand. Once an emergency 
has disappeared, parents 
need to let their children talk 
about what they went 
through while the emergency 
was happening. Encourage 
them to share their concerns. 
It is important for parents, 
teachers and other adults 
around the children to work 
together to share information 
and knowledge about how 
each child is coping after a 
traumatic event.

Regarding the pandemic, 
parents or caregivers should 
allot time to talk to their child 
or teens about the outbreak. 
answer every question and 
share facts about Covid-19 in 
a way that is understandable 
for children and teenagers, 
reassure them that they are 
safe and let them know that it 
is OK to feel upset. It is very 
crucial for parents to share 
with their children how they 
are dealing with their own 
stress so they can learn how 
to cope from their parents.

Limiting exposure to news 
coverage regarding Covid-19 
might help children relax 
because they often misinter-
pret what they hear and it 
causes them to feel frightened 
about something they do not 
fully understand. Teach chil-
dren to take breaks, get plenty 
of sleep, exercise regularly 
and eat well. 

aside from parents and oth-
er caregivers, mental health 
and psychosocial support 
services for children and 
teenagers should be in place. 
Child protection services also 
need to adapt to the current 
situation to make sure that  
care is available to children or 
families who need it. jakarta 

post/asia news network

The writers are medical doctors at 
the School of Medicine, University of 
Indonesia and research assistants 
at Cipto Mangunkusumo Hospital’s 
child and adolescent psychiatry 
division.

Opinion
Karin Nadia Utami 

and Renisa Aru Ariadno

Protect your child’s mental health 
amid Covid-19 pandemic 

Research has shown that in children experiencing quarantine, the mean post-traumatic stress scores were 
four times higher when compared to children who are not quarantined. afp
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Art & culture

Kheng Sokkunthea

H
aVING spent a 
couple of years re-
searching the biog-
raphy of legendary 

Cambodian singer Ros Serey-
sothea, Emmy award-winning 
producer Gregory Cahill has 
teamed up with graphic art-
ist Kat Baumann to create 
a graphic novel The Golden 
Voice based on the life of the 
renowned singer.

Set to be released in 2021, 
the idea of creating the graphic 
novel about Sereysothea’s life 
story came to Cahill through 
a crime thriller City of Ghosts 
which was released in 2003. 

The movie, which was filmed 
in Phnom Penh and the Bokor 
mountains, was directed by 
Hollywood actor matt Dillon 
who was also involved in the 
soundtrack of Cambodia old-
ies.

“City of Ghosts was my in-
troduction to Cambodia. I’m 
a big music lover, and I found 
the film’s soundtrack incred-
ibly exciting.

“matt Dillon did a fantastic 
job curating a soundtrack of 
Cambodian oldies, includ-
ing a few greatest hits by Ros 
Sereysothea. I loved her music 
immediately,” Cahill, the pro-
ducer for the CBS talk show, 
The Talk and an Emmy award-
winning television producer in 
Los angeles, US, tells The Post.

Listening to Sereysothea’s 
amazing voice made him 
more curious about the singer. 
Cahill started to explore more 
about her and spent a couple 
of years researching her biog-
raphy in much greater detail 
before setting out to make a 
feature film about her.

“I chose to focus on Ros 
Sereysothea firstly because I 
loved her music. I think that a 
lot of her real-life experiences 
shaped her musical perfor-
mances.

“you can feel her emotion in 
her singing,” Cahill says.

more than just being capti-
vated by her voice, Cahill was 
inspired by the singer’s strug-

gling life which many people 
can relate to.

“She was the ultimate under-
dog. She came from a difficult 
peasant background and had 
to work hard to find success in 
the music business. and even 
when she found success, her 
life was still a struggle in many 
ways. I think a lot of people 
can relate to her story.

“I see her as a role model of 
strength and courage in the 
face of adversity. She was very 
sweet, but she was tough. She 
wasn’t just a singer. She was 
a rice farmer, a soldier and a 
mother,” he says.

Hailing from Battambang 
province, the young singer 
had incredible vocals that di-
rected her to a new path in the 
music industry. 

Sereysothea’s talent would 
remain relatively hidden un-
til friends persuaded her to 
join a regional singing contest 
in 1963. With her incredible 
high and clear voice, Sereyso-
thea quickly became famous 
across Cambodia with her first 
hit song ‘Steung Khiev’ (Blue 
River) in 1967.

She then became the singing 
partner of Sin Sisamouth. The 
combination was so perfect 
that the golden era’s leading 
singer-songwriter who is con-
sidered ‘King of Khmer music’, 
and Sereysothea recorded 
many evergreen songs.

Sereysothea was such an 
extraordinary singer that she 
gained recognition as a na-
tional treasure and was hon-
oured by then-King Norodom 
Sihanouk with the royal title 
‘Queen with the Golden Voice’. 
She also ventured into acting, 
starring in a few films in the 
late 1970s.

Singing in a variety of genres, 
hundreds of her songs are 
sung till today although she 
left us some four decades ago. 
Her songs remain extreme-
ly popular in the Kingdom 
and among the Cambodian 
diaspora around the world.

Sereysothea’s career and her 
personal life caught the atten-
tion of Cahill and his team-

mate Baumann to work hard 
on making a graphic novel 
based on her life and music.

Cahill believes that her story 
will be important to different 
people for different reasons. 
People can see her as a role 
model in terms of maintain-
ing integrity and grace during 
hard times. and, it is impor-
tant to preserve the beautiful 
music of Cambodia’s golden 
age.

most importantly, it’s wor-
thy to show that even though 
Sereysothea was killed dur-
ing the Khmer Rouge regime, 
her voice is still heard among 
generations of music lovers. 
He feels people need to know 
about her story too.

Cahill has always been im-
pressed with Cambodia’s art 
history as its steeped in cre-
ative expression in the form 
of music, film, dance and 
architecture. While the deep 
impression the Kingdom has 
made on him is motivation to 
focus on his task, he has also 
confronted difficulty in find-
ing funds to support filming.

“She is quite famous in Cam-
bodia and among the Khmer 
community in america, but 
most americans know noth-
ing about her story or her mu-
sic. I wanted to change that, 
and so back in 2006, I directed 
a very low budget short film 
called The Golden Voice.

“Over the next 10 years, 
many producers expressed 
interest in the script, but ulti-
mately, no one would commit 
any money to it. and so, last 
year, I decided to think out-
side the box and tell the story 
as a graphic novel instead,” 
Cahill says.

The Golden Voice is a graphic 
novel based on Sereysothea’s 
story as one of Cambodia’s 
legendary singers.

“The graphic novel is a long-
format book that focuses on 
Sereysothea’s music career, 
her personal life, and how 
the volatile military situation 
impacted musicians at that 
time. So the novel will express 
something in there for every-

one, whether the readers are 
into music, drama or history,” 
he says.

To get the job done perfect-
ly, Cahill works with graphic 
artist Baumann who works 
from his (Cahill’s) script and 
his rudimentary storyboards 
and turns them into beautiful 
works of art. They spend a lot 
of time looking at historical 
photos and film clips. 

Everything is so particular 
– the clothing, the hair, the 
cars, the microphones, the 
weapons, and so on. Every-
thing is hand-drawn with a 
pencil, then inked. Then Bau-
mann scans the inks for digital 

colouring, shading, and letter-
ing. 

“Kat has a very cinematic 
eye. She has taken a story that I 
love and is elevating it to a level 
I never imagined possible. 

“Her work has a magical ef-
fect on everyone who sees it. 
I cannot tell you how many 
times I show a page from the 
graphic novel to someone and 
their reaction is so much fun 
to watch. you can see their 
eyes light up. That’s Kat,” Ca-
hill says.

Cahill, on the other hand, 
struggles with the primary 
sources – people who knew 
her personally while she was 

alive. The most trusted infor-
mation about the singer is 
derived from her sister, Ros 
Saboeun.

associated information is 
gathered from several musi-
cians and actors who worked 
with her during the 1960s and 
70s. Plus, a great deal of re-
search is done on the politics, 
history and culture of Cambo-
dia during that time.

The graphic novel process 
requires a huge amount of 
labour, so it progresses at a 
slow and steady pace. Cahill 
tells The Post that his team is 
almost finished with Part 1 of 
the novel, and the entire book 
is estimated to be completed 
sometime next year.

They will be seeking a pub-
lisher as they get closer to being 
finished, and the publisher will 
determine the release date.

“Our intent is for the graphic 
novel to be available both in 
print and in digital formats. 
It will be accompanied by a 
soundtrack, so readers can lis-
ten to the music as they move 
through the story.”

audiences who are inter-
ested in this project are en-
couraged to follow The Golden 
Voice on social media. So you 
can see sneak previews of the 
artwork and fun behind-the-
scenes stuff.

For details, visit page@
facebook.com/thegolden-
voicemovie or Twitter: @the-
goldenvoicex Instagram: @
thegoldenvoicemovie or go to 
the website: www.thegolden-
voicemovie.com.

Sereysothea’s life story to be graphic novel

The legendary Cambodian singer’s struggles will be documented in a graphic novel which is set to be 
released next year. supplied

The novel is the brainchild of Emmy award-winning producer Gregory Cahill. supplied The graphic novel is a long-format book that focuses on Sereysothea’s career. supplied
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RMA (Cambodia) Plc listed it corporate bonds on the Cambodian Securities Exchange (CSX) last 
Thursday, raising around $20 million. Among the dignitaries present at the event was HE Sou Socheat, 
the director-general of the Securities Exchange Commission of Cambodia, and Cambodia Securities 
Exchange CEO Hong Sok Hour. “Despite the challenging market conditions, we went ahead with 
RMAC’s listing on the CSX. In trying times, it is a sign of resilience and sends positive signals to other 
investors,” Hour said at the ceremony.

RMAC corporate bond exercise a $20M success

 Automotive Asia (Cambodia) Limited, the official importer of Audi vehicles, launched two new models 
at its showroom located along Monivong Boulevard on Saturday. The launch of the new models – the 
Audi Q3, a family SUV offering great all-round versatility, and the Audi Q7 55, a multipurpose luxury 
SUV – was a low key affair due to the Covid-19 outbreak.

Audi’s Q3 and Q7 55 arrive in Cambodia 
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T
aILS are already 
wagging as Priyanka 
Gusain stops her car, 
sacks of cattle fodder 

and dog pellets on her back 
seat and water in the boot for 
her evening rounds in Delhi.

Gusain and her mother 
Vilochna are serving in an 
army of Indian animal lovers 
that has emerged to feed mil-
lions of strays left hungry and 

thirsty by the coronavirus 
lockdown in the world’s sec-
ond-most populous nation.

Used to scavenging scraps 
from hotels, restaurants and 
roadside stalls, the animals 
were left without sustenance 
as people withdrew to their 
homes in late march.

“No-one is taking care of 
them. That thought made me 
do all of this,” Gusain, who 

wdesigns and sells her own 
line of footwear, said.

an estimated 30 million 
stray dogs and five million 
stray cattle roam India’s usu-
ally bustling streets – weaving 
in and out of traffic and shel-
tering under highway over-
passes during the scorching 
summer afternoons.

But as the virus lockdown 
took hold, many urban ar-
eas turned into virtual ghost 
towns, leaving the animals to 
fend for themselves.

In the southern city of 
Chennai, Vinod Kumar – of 
the animal welfare charity 
Blue Cross of India – said the 
situation was desperate.

“In many cases, the dogs . . . 
in places where there are not 
many residences, they actu-
ally starve,” he said.

Stray cattle, left to roam 
the streets by their owners or 
abandoned when they get old, 
are also struggling to survive.

Even working animals have 
become casualties.

With tourism and min-
ing having ground to a halt, 
horses, donkeys and ponies 

were being “thrown out left, 
right and centre”, said Peo-
ple for animals India’s Gauri 
maulekhi.

Compounding the problem, 
pets are being abandoned for 
fear they could spread coro-
navirus to their human own-
ers, several shelters said.

‘Huge shortage’
animal activists have 

pressed local authorities to is-
sue “feeding passes” that will 

allow them outside to help 
the animals at risk.

many launched online 
campaigns to raise funds and 
set up Whatsapp chat groups 
to coordinate feeding runs. 

On one feeding mission, an 
aFP reporter saw cows, dogs 
and crows all descend on an 
offering of dried food.

The mercy missions are not 
universally popular.

Gusain, who obtained a 
pass through a Delhi shel-

ter organisation, has faced 
pushback from people who 
snap at her: “you are doing 
so much for dogs, what about 
humans?”

But animal lovers like 
maulekhi are not discour-
aged.

“If there are a hundred 
mouths to feed, we are per-
haps able to feed only 10,” 
she said.

“There is never enough. There 
is a huge shortage.” AFP

Hungry and helpless, 
dogs, cows and crows 
saved by volunteers

Stray dogs lap up donated food intended to keep them from starving. AFP

An army of animal-loving Indians has taken to the streets to feed the 
millions of stray animals left hungry by Covid-19. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Sound before “Snap out of it!”
  5 What some plants produce?
  9 Prepares flour
 14 Water or gas carrier
 15 Powerful energy grp.
 16 The Snake snakes through it
 17 It’s often tested by shouting 

“Hello!”
 18 Type of support
 19 Elaine ___ (“Seinfeld” role)
 20 Made slow but steady progress 

on
 23 Inch like a crab
 24 Dark shadow
 25 Bowlike curve
 28 Make a deep impression
 31 Having more volcanic fallout
 33 Hardworking insect
 36 Remains to be seen?
 39 “If all ___ fails ...”
 40 Popular ice cream flavor
 44 Overdo it at the bar
 45 Animal track
 46 Batik requirement
 47 Open, as a change purse
 50 “To ___ it may concern”
 52 ___ Wee Reese

 53 Cold War-era alliance
 56 Welsh breed of dog
 60 Young hospital helpers
 64 Anatomical horn
 66 Troopers’ head?
 67 ___ moss
 68 Venue for big crowds
 69 They give people big heads
 70 Like Darth Vader
 71 Floral feature
 72 Adam and Eve’s third son
 73 Editor’s removal mark
DOWN
  1 Dimensions and details, for 

short
  2 Chinese fruit (var.)
  3 Destructive insect
  4 Streisand classic
  5 ___ d’Azur
  6 Mocked
  7 Anchor’s summary
  8 Unstressed vowel
  9 Female prophets
 10 The very beginning of an 

invention
 11 Like some birds and fish
 12 Common start to a book title
 13 “Help!” kin

 21 Dish for the lab
 22 Pie ___ mode
 26 Express anew
 27 ___ de menthe
 29 Something awaited in the wings
 30 Sound from a cat with an arched 

back
 32 “... and sat down beside ___”
 33 Start to malfunction
 34 Worst turnout for a party
 35 Clandestine
 37 Short snooze
 38 Frosted flakes?
 41 Man from Mattel
 42 Homer’s exclamation
 43 Early spring bloomers
 48 Once-a-year bloomer
 49 Mouse’s place?
 51 Swabbed
 54 Enters data
 55 Tributary of the Missouri River
 57 Superman portrayer on film
 58 Holy ___ (chalice)
 59 Carpet-maker’s fiber
 61 Jodie’s role in a 1999 epic
 62 Home run hitter’s gait
 63 Word with “diaper” or “heat”
 64 Commencement wear
 65 Metal in the rough

“DENTAL BUSINESS?” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution

Lifestyle

Scientists forge on to 
virus-free antarctica
y

URIy Otruba was pre-
paring for his sixth sci-
entific expedition to 
antarctica when the 

coronavirus pandemic hit, shut-
ting borders, grounding flights 
and locking down countries he 
needed to travel through.

after repeated trips since 
2009, the 34-year-old Ukrainian 
scientist feared this year’s jour-
ney would be impossible due to 
strict lockdown measures 
imposed throughout the world 
to contain the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

The journey from Kiev to the 
akademik Vernadsky research 
base on Galindez Island in the 
antarctic usually lasts a week. 

yet it took Otruba and his team 
of 10 a number of false starts and 
more than four weeks as they 
navigated several continents and 
a slew of anti-virus restrictions 
to reach their destination.

“I felt like our chances were 
getting smaller and smaller and 
smaller,” said Otruba, a geo-
physicist who was leading a 
team for the first time this year. 

“It’s a very beautiful, pictur-
esque place,” he said by phone 
from the base, surrounded by 
snow-capped “mountains, the 
nature of antarctica, its sanc-
tity”.

“When you first get here, you 
are enchanted.”

The obstacle for this year’s 
expedition was “very specific”, 
said yevgen Dykyi head of the 
National antarctic Scientific 
Center. “It was called the coro-

navirus pandemic.”
“It was the longest and most 

difficult journey to antarctica 
over the years,” he said.

Ukrainian scientists are sta-
tioned at the base for one-year 
stints, with new teams usually 
arriving in early spring.

Britain founded the Faraday 
station in 1947, and in 1996 gave 
it to Kiev, which renamed the 
base after celebrated Ukrainian 
scientist Volodymyr Vernadsky.   

a regular itinerary brings new 
teams through Chile or argen-
tina, and then by boat to the 
base in a journey that usually 
takes around a week.

On march 16, Ukraine’s 25th 
expedition including six scien-
tists and five support staff set off 
for Earth’s only virus-free conti-
nent. 

yet at the first stop, in Istan-
bul, it became clear that the 10 
men and one woman would not 
make it to Colombia, then to 
Chile, with both countries 
announcing border closures.

They headed home to man-
datory quarantine and to devise 
an alternative route, this time 
with the help of Ukrainian dip-
lomats.

yet subsequent attempts also 
ran aground, with two flights 
cancelled one after another.

In the end, Ukraine’s foreign 
ministry “did the impossible”, 
chartering flights and arranging 
permissions to enter the countries 
closed to foreigners, said Dykyi.

The team set off again at the 
end of march, travelling from Kiev 

to Qatar, Brazil and then Chile.
“a lot of hard work was done 

to get to Chile,” which was 
under lockdown when the team 
arrived, Otruba said.

The flight from Qatar to Brazil 
was packed, Otruba said, and 
some among the expedition 
were afraid of getting infected 
and having to “call the entire 
expedition into question”.

When the team eventually 
arrived at Punta arenas on the 
southern tip of Chile, they iso-
lated for two weeks in a hotel as 
a precaution, before finally 
boarding a boat loaded with 
food, fuel and research equip-
ment to antarctica.

after more than four weeks, 
the team arrived on april 21.

as a precaution, they brought 
an oxygen concentrator and 
medical oxygen cylinders in 
case a team member developed 
virus symptoms. 

One of the station buildings 
can be used to self-isolate in the 
worst-case scenario, Otruba 
said.

With the pandemic left 
behind, the expedition, which 
includes a biologist, physicist 
and three meteorologists, can 
focus on their research – and 
the surroundings.

“We have seals here, crab 
eater seals, leopard seals . . . 
When we were sailing to the 
station, there were a lot of 
whales,” he added.

“Few people have seen a pen-
guin or a whale in the wild. It’s 
mesmerising.” AFP

Scientist Yuriy Otruba says Antarctic penguins in their natural habitat are ‘mesmerising’. AFP

A team of six scientists from Ukraine finally reached Antartica after four weeks and 10 false starts because 
of the Covid-19 pandemic. AFP
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Charlatan 
romps to 
six-length 
Derby win
CHaRLaTaN and Nadal both 
won their respective races at 
the arkansas Derby on Satur-
day, giving iconic horse trainer 
Bob Baffert a sweep in the 
qualifying event for the Ken-
tucky Derby.

Charlatan cruised to victory 
by sixth lengths in the first of 
two races to collect $500,000 
in prize money at the Oaklawn 
Park track in Hot Springs, 
arkansas. 

Nadal, named for tennis star 
Rafael Nadal, won his division 
in 1min 48.34secs. He has a 
career record of 4-0.

Both winners also earned 
170 qualifying points for the 
Kentucky Derby which usually 
dominates the racing schedule 
on the first weekend of may.

Oaklawn Park has been rac-
ing without fans since march 
13 because of the Covid-19 
pandemic.

The arkansas Derby was 
supposed to take place on 
april 11, but Oaklawn changed 
it to Saturday and split it into 
divisions because of the large 
number of horses that were 
entered.

The 146th Kentucky Derby 
has been rescheduled to Sep-
tember 5. AFP

mGm pitches NBa Las Vegas plan
m

Gm Resorts In-
ternational has 
pitched a pro-
posal to the NBa 

to complete the coronavirus-
halted 2019-2020 season on 
courts in Las Vegas conven-
tion centres, The New York 
Times reported.

The plan would have players 
and their families, plus other 
essential personnel, stay in a 
quarantined area in mGm ho-
tels along the Las Vegas Strip 
while practicing and compet-
ing on courts in the same fa-
cilities, said the Times.

Players and broadcasters 
would have access to the usu-
al resort facilities while in the 
protected area under the plan 
by mGm, which has 13 Vegas 
resort properties.

The plan would convert 
mGm convention centres into 
24 basketball courts, five of 
them equipped with cameras 
to permit television coverage, 
and players would reside in 
connected or nearby hotels.

ESPN has reported the NBa 
is looking at a similar quaran-
tined area in Orlando involv-
ing hotels and courts in pri-
vate Disney World areas.

The NBa halted its season in 
march after Utah’s Rudy Gob-
ert tested positive for the dead-
ly virus and the league has an-
nounced no plan for resuming 
games or even a timetable for 

returning to competition.
The league will allow play-

ers to conduct individual 
workouts at team facilities 
starting on Friday in areas 
where stay-at-home laws al-
low, the first small step to-
ward resumption.

No plan among those float-

ed in US media has included 
spectators at games, most fo-
cusing on a one-site bubble 
where players might live and 
play and only once coronavi-
rus tests are available in suf-
ficient numbers to the public 
and the NBa has enough tests 
for everyone involved.

The mandalay Bay resort, 
with 4,700 rooms available 
over three connected hotels, 
would be the central hub of the 
mGm Vegas plan. an enclosed 
walkway would connect the 
Luxor, where caterers and 
housekeepers would reside.

The Las Vegas aces of the 

Women’s NBa play at manda-
lay Bay.

In such a plan, players are ex-
pected to need a training camp 
of more than three weeks to 
prepare for games, which could 
include the final month of the 
regular season and two months 
of playoff contests. AFP

NBA commissioner Adam Silver will mull the proposal to finish the shortened season. getty ImAges/AFP

THE NFL will release a 2020 
schedule next week that in-
cludes a full 17 weeks of 
games and no changes due to 
the coronavirus pandemic, a 
league spokesman told ESPN.

NFL spokesman Brian mc-
Carthy said the league plans to 
announce a September 10 sea-
son opener, a 16-game cam-
paign with one bye week for all 
32 clubs and a playoff run cul-
minating with Super Bowl 55 in 
Tampa on February 7, 2021.

“We plan to start on time,” 
mcCarthy told ESPN.

NFL teams typically con-
duct training camps start-
ing in July and pre-season 

contests in august ahead of 
a four-month season with 
playoff games in January and 
the championship spectacle 
in early February.

The Kansas City Chiefs won 
last season’s crown by beat-
ing San Francisco in the Su-
per Bowl at miami only weeks 
before sports began shutting 
down due to the deadly virus 
outbreak.

While some states have 
eased stay-at-home rules, 
others have not and social 
distancing rules that would 
preclude jam-packed stadi-
ums for NFL games remain in 
place across the nation. AFP

NFL plans to release 
a full schedule next 
week, says ESPN report

FIFa has asked Switzerland’s 
Office of the attorney General 
(OaG) to maintain its investiga-
tion into former president Sepp 
Blatter, football’s global govern-
ing body said on Saturday.

French newspaper Le Monde 
and German daily Suddeutsche 
Zeitung claimed earlier this 
month the disgraced 84-year-
old will not be prosecuted over 
a charge relating to TV rights 
sold to the Caribbean Football 
Union (CFU).

That was one of two crimi-
nal cases opened against 
Blatter in 2015 for “suspicion 
of unfair management and 
breach of trust”.

“We have filed official sub-
missions with the OaG argu-
ing strongly that the investiga-
tion be continued,” Fifa said.

“Indeed, Fifa will consider 
all legal options to ensure that 
the relevant people are held 
to account,” it added, con-
firming the media reports.

On Wednesday, aFP ob-
tained a police report show-
ing suspicions of impropriety 
against Blatter over a contro-
versial deal “were well-found-
ed” despite Swiss prosecutors 
dropping the case.

The deal had granted tele-
vision rights for the 2010 and 

2014 World Cups to the CFU, 
presided over at the time by 
Jack Warner for $600,000, an 
amount deemed to be signifi-
cantly below market price.

“Blatter acted more in War-
ner’s interests than those of 
Fifa,” said one of the docu-
ments.

“By failing to assert a claim 
by Fifa against the CFU when 
he found out about it, Blatter 
accepted that Warner would 
therefore illegally enrich him-
self at the expense of Fifa,” 
added the investigators. as a 
result of “the inaction of Blat-
ter against the CFU or War-

ner, Fifa suffered damages 
amounting to $3.78 million”.

Blatter, however, still faces a 
second criminal investigation 
over the controversial payment 
of two million Swiss francs 
($2.1 million) to michel Platini, 
the former president of Uefa, 
in February 2011. AFP

Former Fifa president Sepp Blatter was charged with suspicion of unfair management and breach of trust  
over a TV rights deal. AFP

Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes celebrates his team’s 
victory in last year’s Super Bowl. getty ImAges/AFP

Fifa takes action after authorities in 
Switzerland drop part of Blatter probe
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