
Soth Koemsoeun

AROUND three million Cam-
bodians are at risk of Covid-19, 
as well as other epidemics, 
because of a lack of proper 
hand cleaning stations, while 
10 per cent of healthcare facil-
ities in the country lack clean 
water and soap, NGO WaterAid 
Cambodia said on Monday.

In anticipation of the 73rd 

World Health Assembly, which 
was held virtually on Monday, 
WaterAid urged Cambodia’s 
Ministry of Health and rele-
vant institutions to make 
hygiene a priority in the coun-
try’s overall plan.

In a press release, the NGO 
said the world’s poorest 
communities are struggling 
with the novel coronavirus 
because clean water and 

soap are unavailable.
Cambodia’s health facilities 

can only effectively challenge 
the virus when doctors, nurs-
es and midwives are ade-
quately protected and 
equipped, it said.

WaterAid offered support to 
the government and endorsed 
the idea of promoting hand 
hygiene and disseminating 
information regarding 

hygiene, but it remained con-
cerned about the three mil-
lion Cambodians without 
water and soap, as well as the 
healthcare facilities that 
lacked such essentials.

“Even though hand cleans-
ing is a priority to prevent the 
spread of Covid-19, about 21 
per cent of Cambodians

Long Kimmarita

S
TARTING May 20, for-
eigners from Iran, 
Italy, Germany, Spain, 
France and the US 

who were banned from enter-
ing Cambodia since the novel 
coronavirus broke out will be 
allowed to visit the Kingdom 
as normal. They were banned 
from entering the Kingdom 
since mid-March.

A Ministry of Health 
announcement on travellers 
read: “Please revise measures 
to prevent, stop and respond to 
the Covid-19 pandemic for all 
travellers by air, road and water 
to enter Cambodia. Repeal the 
ban on foreigners.”

Its minister Mam Bun Heng 
said in the announcement 
that even though all travellers 
are allowed to enter Cambo-
dia including Cambodians 

and foreigners, they had to 
hold certificates confirming 
that they had no Covid-19.

The certificates are to be 
released by the health 
authorities recognised by 
the governments of each 
country within 72 hours of 
arriving in Cambodia.

He said foreigners must 
have health insurance docu-
mentation of at least $50,000 
while staying in Cambodia 

and must adhere to the gov-
ernment’s measures.

“All travellers, including 
Cambodians and foreigners 
who arrive in Cambodia must 
be sent to waiting rooms to 
test for Covid-19 and wait for 
a result from the Pasteur 
Institute. In case one or many 
travellers are detected with 
Covid-19, other passengers 
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Ban on travel lifted,
museums to reopen 

‘Three million at risk of Covid-19’

Millions 
fall into 
‘extreme 
poverty’
THE head of the World Bank 
warned on Tuesday that the 
novel coronavirus crisis threat-
ens to push some 60 million 
people into extreme poverty, 
wiping out the gains made 
over the past three years.

The global lending institu-
tion is already financing aid 
programmes in 100 countries, 
under its commitment to 
spend $160 billion over the 
next 15 months, bank presi-
dent David Malpass said.

“That’s home to 70 per cent 
of the world’s population. 
This represents a significant 
milestone,” Malpass told a 
conference call.

Malpass said the bank antic-
ipates a five per cent contrac-
tion in the world economy this 
year, with severe effects on the 
poorest countries.

“We estimate that up to 60 
million people will be pushed 
into extreme poverty, erasing 
all the progress made in pov-
erty alleviation in the past 
three years, and our forecasts 
indicate a deep recession,” 
Malpass said.

Nearly five million people 
have been infected by the 
coronavirus around the world, 
and more than 300,000 have 
died since it first appeared in 
China in late 2019.

So far, the World Bank has 
spent $5.5 billion to shore up 
beleaguered health systems, 
economies and social services 
in poor countries.

But Malpass stressed that 
the World Bank’s efforts alone 
were insufficient, and urged 
donor nations to step up bilat-
eral aid to poorer countries to 
ensure a durable recovery.

He said restoring the flow of 
remittance payments and 
tourism – key sources of 
income for developing coun-
tries – would be “critical steps 
in the reopening”.

A year-long moratorium on 
debt payments by less developed 
countries – called for by the G20 
in mid-April – has gained grow-
ing acceptance, he noted.

Malpass said 14 countries 
have agreed to such a suspen-
sion of debt payments, anoth-
er 23 are expected to request 
it, and 17 were giving it seri-
ous consideration.

“That’s a very welcome and 
very fast response and positive 
response to the G20 countries’ 
commitment,” he said. AFP

Danger cyclone
a man looks out as waves hit a breakwater at Kasimedu fishing harbour in Chennai, India. Millions of people were being 
moved to safety on Wednesday as one of the fiercest cyclones in decades barrelled towards India and bangladesh. AFP
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still don’t have hand cleaning stations 
with clean water and soap. In Cambodia, 
10 per cent of health bases lack clean 
water,” WaterAid said.

Its country director Chat Sophiep said 
procuring clean water to consume and 
having proper hand cleaning stations with 
soap was necessary to protect against the 
spread of the novel coronavirus.

“I call on the health ministry and rele-
vant institutions to continue their support 
for Cambodian’s health staff by providing 
them with soap and clean water to effi-
ciently protect their safety,” he said.

But officials were wary of the Wate-
rAid’s report.

Ministry of Health spokesperson Or 
Vandine did not respond to WaterAid’s 
evaluation but questioned where the 
NGO received its information.

In its press release, WaterAid quoted the 
deputy-director of Chrey Bak Health Cen-
tre in Kampong Chhnang province, 
named as Sophea, who said her health 

centre has enough clean water and soap 
to prevent the spread of Covid-19.

Sophea said healthcare workers and 
patients have to practice good hygiene and 
wear masks before entering her centre.

“My staff and I are very careful and always 
practise good hygiene. My treatment room 
is small. Before, I could let several pregnant 
women come in the room for health edu-
cation sessions and check-ups. 

“Now, to keep them safe and prevent 
Covid-19 transmission, I have to allow 
only one person at a time in the room to 
ensure good physical distancing and 
keep them safe,” she said.

WaterAid also quoted Wendy Graham, 
a professor at the London School of 
Hygiene & Tropical Medicine.

She lamented the fact that despite 
promises made last year in the World 
Health Assembly Resolution on water, 
toilets and hygiene in healthcare facili-
ties, there was still a glaring need for 
such resources.

“Sadly, too little progress has been made 
in meeting those commitments. Covid-19 
is a stark reminder that we ignore these 
basics of hygiene at the peril of humanity,” 
Graham said, while not mentioning Cam-
bodia specifically.
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Khorn Savi

THE Vietnamese embassy 
in Phnom Penh has rejected 
media reports that one of 
its citizens who tested posi-
tive for Covid-19 in Vietnam 
had carried the disease from 
Cambodia.

The VnExpress report had 
drawn the ire of Cambodian 
health officials, who accused 
the online newspaper of pub-
lishing the story without any 
solid proof to substantiate it. 
They said the report under-
mined Cambodia’s efforts to 
fight the pandemic.

Through its Facebook page, 
the Vietnamese embassy 
quoted its ambassador Vu 
Quang Minh as saying the 
man was never officially con-
firmed to have imported the 
disease from Cambodia.

He said besides being con-
firmed Covid-19 positive, of-
ficial medical records did not 
specify when, where and how 
the man contracted the virus.

“The Vietnamese side did 
not confirm that the Covid-
19 patient carried the disease 
from Cambodia.

“But according to the prin-
ciple of communicable dis-
ease prevention and control, 
Vietnam must impose quar-
antine measures for all suspi-
cious cases and make public 
some information concern-
ing the patient such as travel 
history so that those who 
once came into contact with 
him are vigilant and report 
the case to Vietnam’s special-
ist institution,” Minh said.

Minh said the Vietnamese 
health ministry is closely 
collaborating and always ex-
changing information with 
its counterparts in Cambo-
dia and other countries in 
the global fight against the 
pandemic.

To avoid miscommunica-
tion, he said he will meet with 
officials from Cambodia’s min-

istries of health, and informa-
tion, to discuss the exchange 
of information and methods 
for preventing infections.

However, health ministry 
spokeswoman Or Vandine said 
on Wednesday she is unaware 
of a meeting between the two 
sides. “I haven’t received such 
information,” she said.

The VnExpress reported on 
Saturday that four Vietnam-
ese nationals returning from 
overseas tested positive for 
Covid-19, bringing the total 
number of infections in the 
country to 318.

It said one of the four – a 39-
year-old from Tan Chau district 
in the southeastern province of 
Tay Ninh which borders Cam-
bodia – travelled by bus from 
his hometown to Siem Reap 
on January 10 and returned to 
Vietnam illegally on May 2 as 
the borders remained closed 
amid the pandemic.

It said the man took a mo-
tor-taxi from the Cambodian 
border to his mother’s home 
in Tan Chau. He then report-
ed to local police about his 
return and was isolated for a 
Covid-19 test on May 3.

His results came out nega-
tive on May 5, but he tested 
positive after a second test 
on Friday.

The report came the same day 
Cambodia announced that its 
last Covid-19 patient had been 
discharged from hospital.

Cambodia’s health ministry 
urged the Vietnamese side to 
comply with international 
technical standards and prin-
ciples to prevent unsubstan-
tiated news from affecting the 
Kingdom’s image.

Early last month, Prime 
Minister Hun Sen also took 
issue with the Vietnam News 
Agency (VNA), which he said 
had published “bad news” 
about Cambodia by placing it 
among other European coun-
tries that could pose Covid-19 
risks to Vietnam.

VN embassy: Covid-19 
patient may not have 
come from Cambodia

Hun Sen recalls life in war
Khorn Savi

W
HILE official 
gatherings for 
the National Day 
of Remembrance 

on May 20 were cancelled due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
Prime Minister Hun Sen com-
memorated the day by post-
ing appeals to the public on 
Facebook to maintain peace.

He also published a video 
detailing his personal strug-
gles during the Khmer Rouge’s 
reign.

The Day of Remembrance 
commemorates the genocide 
which claimed more than two 
million lives in Cambodia un-
der the Khmer Rouge’s rule 
from 1975 to 1979. May 20 
marked the start of mass kill-
ings by the communist regime.

Through his Facebook 
page on Wednesday, Hun Sen 
asked citizens to remember 
the atrocities and blackouts 
that occurred while looking 
forward to the future.

“We must remember to keep 
the regime from returning 
and to maintain long-lasting 
peace and security. Peace has 
provided every opportunity 
to build a better society, fam-
ily, community and nation,” 
his Facebook post said.

Hun Sen also posted videos 
totalling nearly one hour de-

scribing his decision to leave 
for Vietnam on June 20, 1977, 
to seek the support of the Viet-
namese army in a desperate 
bid to liberate Cambodia from 
Pol Pot’s genocidal regime.

In the video, Hun Sen leaves 
Cambodia with four other com-
rades. Between the five of them, 
they have only three rifles and 
two bombs. They walk through 
the jungle and across the bor-
der from Kampong Cham to 
Vietnam’s Song Be province.

During the journey, they are 
met with gunfire from Pol Pot’s 
soldiers, landmines and resis-
tance from Vietnamese forces.

His wife, Bun Rany, was five 
months pregnant at the time.

Cambodian People’s Party 
(CPP) spokesman Sok Eysan 
said the Day of Anger, which 
was later renamed as Day of 
Remembrance, is a day to 
remember the suffering in-
flicted on people during the 
genocidal regime of Pol Pot.

“This remembrance is not 
only for those who experi-
enced the regime, which last-
ed three years, eight months 
and 20 days but also for the 
new generations.

“Without January 7 [Vic-
tory over Genocide Day] all the 

nieces, nephews and grandchil-
dren would not have seen their 
grandmothers and parents alive. 
January 7 is a second birthday 
for all Cambodians,” he said.

 The Royal Academy of 
Cambodia’s International Re-
lations Institute director Kin 
Phea said the Day of Remem-
brance is an important day 
for many reasons.

First, he said, it is a politi-
cal message for all people to 
learn the lessons of social di-
visions from the past. 

The country was torn by 
civil war, thereby leading to 
tragedy and destruction for 
the whole nation. 

Secondly, the day repre-
sents a message for people to 
place a high value on peace.

 “We see that National Day 
of Remembrance causes con-
troversy between the ruling 
party and the former oppo-
sition party. [The opposition 
party] views the day as a vic-
tory for the CPP.

“But I find that we should 
not forget and discuss the 
problem today because the 
experience of war was not 
only felt just by the CPP but 
by all Cambodian people.

“If we don’t take a moment 
to remember this, we might 
forget and cause the country 
to plunge into the fire of war 
once again,” he said.

The Day of Remembrance commemorates the genocide which claimed 
more than two million lives in Cambodia. heng chivoan

B’Bang vendors request goods back
Long Kimmarita

SAMPOV Loun district authori-
ties planned to file a request to 
the Battambang provincial 
authorities on behalf of 116 ven-
dors to return items that were 
put up for sale at the Thai mar-
ket in the Phnom Dey border 
checkpoint after they failed to 
sell due to the border closure.

Sampov Loun district gover-
nor Ngeav Bunyeang led a 
meeting at the district hall on 
Sunday to discuss the request.

Sampov Loun district deputy 
governor yon Sangha told The 
Post on Wednesday that having 
received the request from the 
vendors, he opened the district 
level meeting which was 
attended by Phnom Dey border 
checkpoint police officials.

He said because the request 
was beyond the jurisdiction of 
the district police, the district 
authorities will ask for permis-
sion at the provincial level to 
file a request or negotiate with 
the Thai authorities.

“At the meeting with relevant 
police officials, we decided to 
write a letter requesting per-
mission from the provincial 
governor,” he said.

One of the 116 vendors, Sun 
Sophal, told The Post on Wednes-
day that the border closure was 
intended to contain the Covid-
19 pandemic over a month ago 
and affected their livelihoods 
very much.  He expects that the 
request will be addressed.  

“Our products have been 
stocked up at the Thai Market 

for a long time. I don’t know 
when Thailand will open the 
checkpoint again. Goods at the 
Thai market have been left 
behind including shoes, deter-
gents and shampoo. When they 
are left behind a long time, they 
expire,” Sophal said.

Battambang provincial gover-
nor Nguon Ratanak said he knew 
the meeting was held to address 
the request. But he is unsure of 
the results. He said he will exam-
ine the case when he receives a 
report from the district level.

WaterAid urges 
government to 
address hygiene

WaterAid claims 10 per cent of healthcare facilities lack clean water and soap. wateraid cambodia



Navy grads 
honored at
ceremony

A CEREMONY was held 
at Ream Naval Base 
in Preah Sihanouk 

province on Tuesday to cel-
ebrate the graduating class 
of 2019’s trainees and to 
look forward to this year’s 
round of training, which 
starts on Thursday.

The ceremony, which took 
place in Prey Nop district’s 
Ream commune, was 
presided over by the deputy 
commander-in-chief of the 
Royal Cambodia Armed 
Forces (RCAF) Tea Vinh and 
provincial governor Kuoch 
Chamroeun.

The deputy chief of the 
Navy training school, Preap 
Samon said: “As a result of 
the training last year, among 
239 participants, 99 trainees 
received good grades, 102 
received fairly good grades 
and 38 received average 
grades,” Samon said.

New disciplines for 
this year’s group include 
psychological training, 
infantry weapon techniques, 
individual combat tactics, and 
handgun training.

At the ceremony, Vinh con-
veyed a message from Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of National Defence Tea Banh 
to all navy members.

He said: “Under the leader-
ship of Samdech Akka Moha 
Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, 
the Prime Minister of Cam-
bodia, we are focused on the 
education sector in training 
to increase human resources 
and skills.” Voun Dara
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New underground roads said to 
ease congestion in Phnom Penh
Soth Koemsoeun 

T
HE Phnom Penh mu-
nicipal Hall is studying 
the possibility of build-
ing three new under-

ground roadways in the capital 
to ease traffic congestion.

Its spokesman met meas 
Pheakdey said one of the roads 
would link PH ECO mall to Na-
tional Road 1 in Chbar ampov 
district’s Nirouth commune. 
He said the municipal admin-
istration and real estate devel-
oper Borey Peng Huoth have 
already agreed on the project.

The second planned road is 
near the Institute of Foreign 
Languages (IFL) along Rus-
sian Federation Boulevard 
and the third is near Two Deer 
Park and the ministry of Na-
tional Defence.

meas Pheakdey said on 
Wednesday that municipal 
specialists are busy studying 
the potential impacts of the 
roads and estimating costs.

“This project is still in the 
studying stage. We want to 
know exactly how to build 
the roads to ease congestion. 
We must design clean layouts 
and budgets efficiently.

“Especially underground, 
aren’t there big water hoses 
and cables buried beneath the 
ground? and if there are those 
things, how can we avoid them? 
So, we are studying all the prob-
lems,” meas Pheakdey said.

He further said when the 
studies are completed, spe-
cialists can begin estimating 

costs, buying materials and 
establishing timeframes.

a project development 
company also needs to be 
found to complete the jobs.

Prampi makara district gov-
ernor Lim Sophea and Chbar 
ampov district governor Cheng 
monyra could not be reached 
for comment on Wednesday.

The ministry of Informa-

tion’s website on Wednesday 
quoted Phnom Penh munici-
pal governor Khuong Sreng as 
saying that the three roads will 
help ease traffic congestion, 
which is something that has 
been requested by the people.

He also confirmed that he 
requested Borey Peng Huoth 
to build an underground road 
via its gated community, The 

Star Platinum, to National 
Road 1 to ease congestion and 
make it easier for the com-
munity’s residents to travel to 
and from the city.

Institute for Road Safety 
director Kong Ratanak said 
on Wednesday that he sup-
ported all road projects in-
cluding subways, airways, 
railways and other roads to 

ease traffic congestion.
He said that drivers can help 

ease congestion as well by 
strictly obeying traffic laws.

“I support building such 
roads. They can help ease traffic 
congestions. However, we must 
still obey the law. If we obey the 
law and build good roads, traf-
fic will look much better in our 
country,” he said.

Three new underground roadways are being considered in the capital to combat traffic congestion. information ministry

migrants caught trying to 
illegally cross Thai border

Foreigners 
can again 
travel to
Cambodia   

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

THaI soldiers on the Cambo-
dia-Thai border detained 82 
Cambodians on Wednesday 
morning while they were try-
ing to illegally enter Thailand 
at small border checkpoints in 
Banteay meanchey province, 
and aranh, in Thailand.

major General Chhun mao, 
the deputy commander of 
military Region 5 at Banteay 
meanchey told The Post that 
among the group were 33 
women and five children.

They were detained for try-
ing to cross near O’Bei Choan 
checkpoint in O’Chrov district; 
Takhleng checkpoint in Svay 
Chek district; Banteay Rith 
checkpoint in Thma Puok dis-
trict and Poipet checkpoint in 
Poipet district. 

“after testing for Covid-19 they 
were educated and returned 
across the border,” he said. 

mao said the day before, police 
prevented 38 Khmer citizens 
from trying to enter Thailand 
around Boeung Trakoun and 
Phnom Chat checkpoints.

They were sent to Transit 
Centres in O’Chrov and Svay 
Chek districts to follow the 
measures of the ministry of 
Health, except for one man who 
was believed to be the leader.

“The man, identified as 

Khean Phean, 30, lives in Sre 
Sdok commune, Kandieng dis-
trict, Pursat. The suspect was 
sent to the O’Chrov police sta-
tion,” he said.

For the last few months, 
Cambodian and Thai border 
police have cooperated to pre-
vent citizens from trying to find 
work illegally in Thailand.

It has been considerably suc-
cessful, officials say, but there 
are still some citizens who have 
secretly entered Thailand. 

“We are sorry that 16 Cam-
bodians secretly entered Thai-
land illegally on monday and 
they were arrested in Barai 
commune, in aranh district. 
There was one person who 

sustained a leg injury while 
trying to escape,” mao said.

He said the injured man was 
Phat Thai, 36, from Poipet. 
after being detained, he was 
sent to a hospital in Thailand.

all 16 were returned to a 
Cambodian transit centre to 
be quarantined for 14 days, 
except for a Thai who was sent 
to the Poipet district police 
station, he said.

On may 13, minister of Inte-
rior Sar Kheng ordered gover-
nors of provinces bordering 
other countries to prevent citi-
zens from crossing borders ille-
gally while those countries were 
in a state of emergency to pre-
vent the spread of Covid-19.

Continued from page 1

on the same trip must be quar-
antined for 14 days.

“If results prove positive, Cov-
id-19 passengers are allowed to 
be quarantined for 14 days at 
their homes under the monitor-
ing of local authorities and health 
officials, and they are required to 
be tested again on day 13 of the 
quarantine,” he said.

The ministry has also decid-
ed to reopen more than 30 
museums across the country 
for national and international 
visitors starting next month, 
once hygiene measures are 
implemented.

a notice released by the min-
istry to minister of Culture and 
Fine arts Phoeurng Sackona on 
Wednesday said the decision 
was made after it was approved 
by Prime minister Hun Sen. 
The reopening of museums is 
intended to reduce socio-eco-
nomic impacts.

The health ministry also 
advised the ministry of Cul-
ture and Fine arts that before 
reopening museums, they 
had to set up protective meas-
ures to avoid the risk of peo-
ple transmitting Covid-19.

“Before visiting [museums], 
visitors will have their tempera-
tures checked. They must wash 
their hands with alcohol or use 
hand sanitiser gel and they have 
to maintain social distancing 
and wear facemasks.

“all individuals have to prac-
tice the measures. any visitor or 
individual who has health prob-
lems or is suspected of [Covid-
19] are not allowed to visit 
museums,” the notice read.

minister of Culture and Fine 
arts Phoeung Sakona said her 
ministry would issue an addi-
tional announcement around 
the opening of the museums 
for relevant institutions.

With some concern over the 
disease, she said the ministry 
has already prepared some 

policies for sanitation, advice 
and related materials to fight 
and prevent the disease because, 
during the temporary closure, 
all officials worked normally.

“The health ministry has 
advised opening [museums], 
meaning [we] must take care 
and always be cautious. Keep-
ing social distancing for visi-
tors or officials at the muse-
ums, along with preventive 
measures which must be prac-
tised constantly,” she said.

Sakona said Cambodia has 
31 museums nationwide 
including 29 state-run and two 
private ones that are officially 
registered. She hopes that 
more local and international 
visitors go to the museums 
when they open.

Migrants caught crossing the Thai border to seek work are sent back to 
Cambodia with a warning. military region 5

Museums across the country are set to reopen. hong menea
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Kim Sarom

VENERaBLE monk Long 
Chantha has been on the 
run after the chief monks of 
Cambodia released a letter 
on may 18 instructing all pa-
godas in the Kingdom to bar 
him after he chatted with a 
girl on Facebook.

Takeo provincial chief monk 
Keo Savorn confirmed that 
Chantha signed a contract to 
step down from the monk-
hood since he had essentially 
escaped from the pagoda. 

The letter read that vener-
able Hou Chhiv, a member 
of the secretariat of the chief 
monks of Cambodia, said that 
Samdech Non Nget released 
a letter to all pagodas in the 
kingdom to ban Chantha. 

“Because he did not leave 
the monkhood as in the con-
tract, if any pagoda sees him, 
follow the contract [that he 
promised to leave the monk-
hood],” he said. 

Takeo provincial monk 
chief Keo Savorn said on 
Tuesday that Chantha went 
to sign the contract with him 
on may 14. He said he wrote a 
contract saying that Chantha 
would leave the monkhood 
by himself, but Chantha in-
stead stayed in the Phnom 
Borei pagoda in Prek Phtorl 
commune, angkor Borei dis-
trict, Takeo province even 

though he was technically a 
fugitive monk. 

“The contract was about 
leaving the monkhood and he 
volunteered. No one forced 
him,” Savorn said.

Kampong Cham provin-
cial monk chief Bort Tang 
Chheng said he received the 
letter from the chief monks 
of Cambodia on Tuesday. He 
said it bans pagoda chiefs in 
the kingdom from allowing 
Chantha accommodation. 

“as the chief monks of Cam-
bodia ordered, we have to fol-
low the letter. If we see Long 
Chantha, calling him to meet 
the chief monks of Cambodia 
is a good thing,” he said.

according to the letter, 
venerable Samdech Preah 
mahasomethea Thipadey 
Nun Nget wrote that the 
monks’ committee conveys 
to the chief monks of all 25 
cities and provinces that the 
committee is following the 
result of the monks’ hear-
ing and the resolution of the 
Takeo Provincial Court in re-
gards to Chantha. 

He wrote that the chief 
monks consider Chantha to 
be a hardened person, not 
disciplined or educated, and 
devotion to the monk admin-
istration was no longer pos-
sible in the Buddhist clergy. 

a copy of the contract was 
not available.

Fugitive monk barred 
from all pagodas  
after Facebook post 

Tools monitor air, water quality
Ry Sochan

a 
FaCTORy has volun-
teered to install new 
systems to check air 
and water quality 

while the ministry of Envi-
ronment is pushing another 
20 factories to install this tool 
and connect it to the central 
station of the ministry so that 
it can check environmental 
quality online. 

“The ministry wrote to 20 
factories urging them to in-
stall tools and connect them 
to the ministry’s system so 

that we can check the quality 
of water and the amount of 
gas released into the air regu-
larly and on time,” ministry 
secretary of state and spokes-
man Neth Pheaktra told The 
Post on Wednesday.

He said the installations 
are only for big factories that 
cause pollution like factories 
that colour garments and re-
lease chemicals and liquid 
wastes. Normal factories like 
garment factories and laun-
dry factories are not required 
to install the tools.

“The ministry of Environ-

ment only requires big fac-
tories that release gasses into 
the air like electricity factories 
that use coal power, cement 
factories and others that use 
big ovens,” Pheaktra said. 

He said it costs $50,000 to 
install an auto tool to check 
the quality of water. after the 
installation, all data will be 
sent to the inspection depart-
ment at the ministry which 
can view results online. 

The installation of this tool 
will lower operational costs 
and decrease the expense to 
citizens, he said. after install-

ing the tool, the ministry can 
release permission letters to 
allow the release of water to 
public pipe systems. He called 
the idea a ministry upgrade. 

The system investigates 
the process of creating liquid 
wastes, pollution and abnor-
mality that do not respect 
technical measures, the min-
istry said on Facebook. 

“By the signal and auto 
data, the ministry can take 
measures to prevent envi-
ronmental pollution on time 
and at the source,” the min-
istry wrote.

The installations are only for factories that cause pollution like those that colour garments and release liquid wastes. environment ministry
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Ry Sochan

THE ministry of Interior sec-
retary of state Bun Hun led a 
consultative meeting on Tues-
day concerning the draft of a 
sub-decree which will regulate 
the operation of unmanned 
aerial vehicles or drones.

Officials are concerned that 
without regulation, drone us-
age could be harmful to na-
tional security.

The deputy head of the 
ministry’s Legislation Coun-
cil Pang Rasy told The Post on 
Wednesday that there was no 
clear legal document govern-
ing the operation of drones. 

“This is just only the begin-
ning of the preparation, it is not 
completely done yet,” he said.

He said when the sub-de-
cree is drafted, it will simplify 
guidelines for drone users.

“Once we have the sub-
decree, the user won’t have 
to worry about the rules. We 
will make it easy for them. 
Now, they do not know where 
to ask for a licence and there 
are no laws. When we do not 
have laws, it makes it difficult 
for the user,” he said.

Hun said at the meeting 
that the draft sub-decree has 
been in discussion since July 
last year.

“The draft of this sub-decree 
is really important, as there is 
no clear regulation nowadays. 
If unmanned aerial vehicles are 
used in the agricultural or com-
mercial sectors, they are not a 

concern, but if they are used to 
affect national security, that is a 
serious concern,” Hun said.

He said the ministry will 
now meet with other relevant 
ministries and organisations 
such as the ministry of Na-
tional Defence and the State 
Secretariat of Civil aviation, 
to discuss how to improve the 
sub-decree.

The ministry of Interior 
quoted Rasy as saying that 
the sub-decree is aimed at 
regulating all kinds of drones 
to ensure safety, security and 
public order in Cambodia. 

It also aims to regulate the 
registration, production, au-
thorisation, processing, and 
usage of drones.

In February 2015, the 
Phnom Penh municipal Hall 
issued a letter banning the use 
of camera-equipped drones 
in Phnom Penh’s geographi-
cal area, because unauthor-
ised captured footage could 
affect national security.

Two Chinese tourists were 
arrested in January this year 
for using a camera-equipped 
drone to capture scenes at the 
Royal Palace’s forbidden area.

They were released after 
the police reprimanded them 
and made them cease their 
activities.

Likewise, in april 2019, the 
capital’s Chey Chumneah 
commune police arrested a 
suspect for allegedly flying a 
camera-equipped drone in 
the Royal Palace garden.

Unregulataed drones 
a risk to nat’l security

Ten Ibis nests found in R’kiri
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

B
IRDLIFE Interna-
tional Cambodia 
Programme has 
found 10 endan-

gered White-shouldered Ibis 
nests at the Lomphat Wild-
life Sanctuary in Ratanakkiri 
province.

While six of the nests have 
successfully fledged 12 young 
that number disappointed 
bird conservationists as it 
represented a decrease over 
the last five years, according 
to the organisation.

BirdLife reported that last 
year and this year, research-
ers found evidence of the rare 
and almost extinct birds.

Of the nests containing new-
borns, 50 per cent were dis-
covered outside the Lomphat 
Wildlife sanctuary boundary, 
particularly in the Sre angk-
rong and Sre Chhrey areas.

“The loss of forest land, 
hunting and human distur-
bance are a serious threat 
to the survival of the White-
shouldered Ibis community. 
all are disturbing factors that 
caused nests to fail,” the or-
ganisation’s report stated.

However, BirdLife is con-
tinuing its efforts to protect 
the nest eggs of the endan-
gered species through work-
ing with rangers to increase 
law enforcement patrols and 
promoting community in-
volvement in protecting and 
monitoring nests.

BirdLife Programme man-

ager Bou Vorsak said in april, 
his team found more than 
30 White-shouldered Ibis in 
Stung Treng province.

“We are concerned about 
the survival of the White-
shouldered Ibis, which is a 
rare and endangered species 
although its presence in Cam-
bodia is overwhelming in the 
world,” he said. 

Vorsak said that several 
White-shouldered Ibises are 

present in the Siem Bok dis-
trict in western Stung Treng 
province.

Wildlife Conservation Soci-
ety country director Ken Serey 
Rotha said only severe penal-
ties for illegal wildlife hunters 
and raising awareness of local 
communities in and around 
protected areas can restore 
the population of this rare 
and endangered species.

“Community awareness 

and engagement is the key 
to success for conservation 
work,” he said.

The White-shouldered Ibis 
is on the IUCN Red List of 
Threatened Species. It is esti-
mated that there are just over 
1,000 worldwide. Of these, 
973 have been found living 
in the forests of north and 
northeast Cambodia. The rest 
are found in Laos, Vietnam 
and Indonesia.

While six of the nests have successfully fledged 12 young that number disappointed bird conservationists as 
it represented a decrease over the last five years. BirdLife internationaL CamBodia Programme
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Thou Vireak

THE Phnom Penh-Preah Siha-
nouk Expressway will be com-
pleted ahead of schedule and 
will be in operation by the end 
of 2022, ministry of Public 
Works and Transport spokes-
man Vasim Sorya told The Post 
on Wednesday.

Sorya said construction 
reached 20.65 per cent and the 
impact settlement 88.84 per 
cent at the end of last month. 
The ministry will strive to resolve 
the remaining cases soon.

It is set to be the first high-
speed road in Cambodia.

“Chinese workers are active-
ly working on the construction 
of the road these days. Not a 
single one of them has been 
back to their country during 
the coronavirus epidemic.

“They have their instruc-
tions – wear facemasks, keep 
proper hygiene and maintain 
social distancing.

“The construction of the 
high-speed road is intended to 
speed up logistics and will be 
a key link between the capital 
and the deep seawater port in 
Sihanoukville,” he said.

The Phnom Penh-Siha-
noukville Expressway Project 
is under the direction of China 
Road and Bridge Corp (CRBC) 
through Chinese Cambodia 
PPSHV Expressway Co Ltd and 
is expected to cost around $1.9 
billion. It officially broke 
ground in march last year.

The road, which is under build-
operate-transfer project financ-
ing, will have a total distance of 
190.3km and a width of 24.5m 
with two lanes on each side.

Gardens will be planted along 
its median strips and barriers 
will be placed on either side to 
prevent animals or people from 
passing through.

a previously-published depic-
tion shows that the road will 
depart from Phnom Penh near 
the Kob Srov embankment 
(north of National Road 4).

The road will cross National 
Road 4 near Kampong Speu 
province’s Chbar mon town 
and continue straight to Prey 
Nop district before crossing 
National Road 4 again and 
arriving to Sihanoukville.

Cambodia Logistics associa-
tion (CLa) president Sin Chanthy 
told The Post on Wednesday that 
the expressway would give the 
Kingdom’s transport sector a 
competitive edge against neigh-
bouring countries.

He said it would reduce travel 
congestion and partially mitigate 
traffic costs. “We have been wait-
ing for this road for a long time 
– roads today are very packed.

“I believe freight would get 
around quicker than before on 
this road,” he said.

Government 
gives electricity 
break to four 
key sectors
May Kunmakara

T
HE government has 
issued a plan to re-
duce electricity tariffs 
for companies in four 

key sectors—manufacturing, 
agriculture, commercial and 
service, for five months start-
ing from June to encourage 
them to continue working dur-
ing the spread of Covid-19.

a prakas from the ministry 
of mines and Energy signed 
by minister Suy Sem on Tues-
day said companies in the 
four sectors with locations in 
virus-affected areas or other 
favourable areas will receive 
the incentive.

Companies powered by the 
state-run Electricity du Cam-
bodge (EdC), or private com-
panies that purchase electricity 
from the EdC, will pay only for 
the electricity they consume.

Electricity bills are expect-
ed to be reduced by 25 per 
cent based on previous aver-
ages from January to march 
of this year.

Victor Jona, director-gen-

eral of the ministry’s General 
Department of Energy, told 
The Post on Wednesday that 
the private sector has been hit 
hard by the ongoing Covid-19 
pandemic.

“We have studied the im-
pact of the coronavirus on 
the four sectors. This elec-
tricity exemption is an effort 
by the government to sustain 
the business operations of the 
private sector,” he said. 

Jona said the Electricity 
authority of Cambodia will 
issue details of the electrici-
ty tariff next week before the 
programme is implemented 
next month.

Garment manufacturers 
association in Cambodia 
(GmaC) secretary-general 
Ken Loo lauded the move, 
which came only weeks after 
GmaC had requested finan-
cial aid from the government. 

He said the move will help 
suspended factories and also 
reduce the burden of other fac-
tories that have continued pro-
duction during the pandemic.

“We requested a delay in 

paying electricity and/or 
water bills for three to six 
months. For factories with 
employment suspension ap-
proved by the labour minis-
try, we requested an exemp-
tion from penalties for failing 
to reach the minimum elec-
tricity usage stipulated in the 
power purchase agreement 
because there is virtually no 
consumption during the sus-
pension period. 

“In this difficult economic 
time, any cents or dollars 
saved are very essential to 
help the private sector sur-

vive. We sincerely thank the 
government for their consid-
eration and effort to help,” 
said Loo.

Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce vice-president 
Lim Heng said that although 
the exemption is small, all the 
aid that the sectors can get 
will be helpful and welcome.

“although it won’t provide 
huge amounts of help, we do 
support such incentives for 
the private sector, which is 
facing challenges from the 
spread of the coronavirus,” 
he said.

more than 180 factories in 
Cambodia have suspended 
operations while another 60 
are at risk of closing, GmaC 
has said. The situation im-
pacts 200,000 garment work-
ers directly and two million 
garment workers indirectly.

as of april 29, 2,865 of 9,689 
tourism businesses have been 
suspended or closed, affect-
ing 46,369 employees, while 
96 tour guides have suspend-
ed their licences, Fresh News 
quoted minister of Tourism 
Thong Khon as saying at a 
press conference.

Cambodia, IRRI ink agreement to promote rice
Thou Vireak

THE ministry of agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries signed 
an agreement on Wednesday 
with the Philippine-based 
International Rice Research 
Institute (IRRI) with the goal 
of improving the rice sector by 
enhancing the analysis, pro-
ductivity and resilience of 
value-chain networks.

The agreement was signed by 
minister Veng Sakhon and IRRI 
regional representative for 
Southeast asia Dr yurdi yasmi.

Sakhon said the agreement 
will enhance the rice sector 
through germplasm conserva-
tion and utilisation, crop 
improvements and seed sys-
tem development.

He added that the goal is also 
to enhance sustainable manage-
ment of land through climate-
smart product techniques, opti-
misation of diversified land 
management, landscape moni-
toring, modelling and planning, 
and promoting agriculture mod-
ernisation through on-farm 
mechanisation, post-harvest 
and by-product management.    

“Cambodia is pleased to enter 
into this increased collabora-

tion with IRRI, our long-time 
partner and ally in the develop-
ment of our rice sector.

“The government places 
strategic importance in 
strengthening the role of the 
agriculture sector with rice-
based farming systems that 
are keys to generating jobs, 

ensuring food security, reduc-
ing poverty and developing 
rural areas. 

“This new plan will be a key 
to achieving our national pol-
icy goals and contribute to the 
country’s economic transfor-
mation,” said Sakhon.

IRRI’s Dr yasmi said the agree-

ment marks another important 
milestone in a longstanding col-
laboration that has lasted for 
more than four decades.

He said IRRI places high 
importance on rice agri-food 
research in Cambodia. While 
the rice sector continues to 
develop in the Kingdom, new 

challenges also emerge such 
as climate change, pests and 
diseases, drought, decreased 
productivity and environmen-
tal degradation.

He said the research will be 
crucial to address these chal-
lenges. “With the new Collabo-
rative Work Plan that we signed 
today we are looking forward 
to many more milestones in 
the future.

“The agreement will allow us 
to strengthen cooperation and 
collaboration between IRRI, 
the ministry and other part-
ners. These initiatives that will 
contribute to strengthening the 
country’ rice sector and 
advance national policy goals.

“This includes ensuring food 
security, increasing exports, 
enhancing economic growth, 
adapting and mitigating climate 
change impact and boosting 
rural development,” he said.

Sakhon highlighted that the 
partnership was formalised with 
the first memorandum of Under-
standing in 1986. The IRRI‘s con-
tinued support for Cambodia 
was able to significantly increase 
rice production from 2.4 million 
tonnes in 1993 to 10.8 million 
tonnes last year.

PP-SHV 
expressway 
ahead of 
schedule

Companies powered by the state-run Electricity du Cambodge (EdC), or private companies that purchase 
electricity from the EdC, will pay only for the electricity they consume. HONG MENEA

The agreement was signed by Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Veng Sakhon (centre right) and 
IRRI regional representative for Southeast Asia Dr Yurdi Yasmi (centre left). HENG CHIVOAN
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Home prices gradually recovering in China’s top 70 cities
HOUSING prices in major 
Chinese cities saw a gradual 
recovery last month as pent-
up demand and China’s grad-
ual recovery from the novel 
coronavirus epidemic fuelled 
purchases, a statistics depart-
ment official said on monday.

“The prevention and con-
tainment of the Covid-19 epi-
demic in april helped in fur-
ther restoration of economic 
and social order. as a result, 
the pent-up home demand is 
getting released,” said Nation-
al Bureau of Statistics (NBS) 
chief statistician Kong Peng.

The real estate market 
remained largely stable last 
month with modest increases 
seen in most of the 70 cities 
tracked by the NBS, as local gov-
ernments continued to focus on 
the central government’s guid-
ance that housing is for living 
in, not speculation, said Kong.

Fifty cities reported a rise in 

new home prices last month, 
12 more than in march. In the 
pre-owned residential prop-
erty segment, 37 of the 70 cit-
ies reported price rises, five 
more than the 32 in march.

Centaline Property agency 
Ltd chief analyst Zhang Dawei 
said: “In general, 62 per cent of 
the 70 tracked cities reported 
an increase in home prices, 
the highest in the last seven 
months.”

New home prices of the top 
four first-tier cities edged up by 
0.2 per cent month-on-month. 
Home prices in Shanghai rose 
by 0.6 per cent, while prices in 
Shenzhen and Guangzhou 
remained flat. Beijing was the 
only first-tier city to see a price 
drop of 0.3 per cent month-on-
month, NBS data shows.

The divergent trend last month 
shows the varied degree of recov-
ery from the epidemic, said Beike 
Real Estate Research Institute 

chief market analyst Xu Xiaole.
“Shanghai also saw the great-

est increase in transaction vol-
ume among the top-tier cities. 
Considering each city’s supply 
and demand, market expecta-
tions and pace of business res-
toration, we expect the differ-
ences to be in place,” said Xu.

New home prices in the 31 

second-tier cities rose by 0.5 
per cent month-on-month, 
while the 35 third-tier cities 
saw price growths of 0.6 per 
cent. Pre-owned property pric-
es in second-tier cities rose by 
0.4 per cent from the previous 
month, while in third-tier cities 
they rose by 0.2 per cent.

“Residential price growth 

has widened and strengthened 
over the last two months, 
according to official statistics. 
Indeed, all tiers of cities saw 
price growth,” said James mac-
donald, head and senior direc-
tor of Savills China research.

“The swift control of the 
spread of Covid-19, rapid busi-
ness resumption and gradual 
normalisation of life, com-
bined with deferred purchases 
and increasing monetary and 
physical support from the gov-
ernment, all seem to have bol-
stered the confidence of buy-
ers and improved residential 
prices,” said macdonald.

The land market also showed 
signs of warming up as 50 cit-
ies monitored by real estate 
agency Centaline saw com-
bined transactions of 504.47 
billion yuan ($71 billion) last 
month, the first time that sales 
have crossed the 500 billion 
yuan mark this year.

Centaline’s Zhang said: “The 
second quarter of this year will 
be decisive for most property 
developers, as the majority of 
them have only realised 10 per 
cent of their full-year sales target 
during the first three months.

“It is expected that the home 
market will be able to make up 
for the loss in the first quarter as 
long as the epidemic is contained 
in the coming months,” he said.

Savills’ macdonald said there 
still remain some hangover 
effects of Covid-19 on the 
economy and especially for 
businesses more closely tied 
to international markets.

This may lead to some hesita-
tion among some potential 
homebuyers, but the vast 
majority seem to be encour-
aged by the overall trajectory of 
the market, as witnessed in the 
recovery of sales volume and 
improving sentiment, he said. 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Covid-19 set 
to impact 
Seoul office 
market in Q2
SEOUL’S prime office building market 
will face flagging demand due to the 
coronavirus coupled with new supply 
in the second quarter, which will create 
more empty space within the proper-
ties and reduce their cash flow, Savills 
Korea said in a report last week.

Savills Korea, the South Korean unit 
of the UK-based real estate firm, said 
real estate investors in the country 
are expected to take a cautious stance 
as uncertainties in the leasing market 
are likely to erupt in terms of the pro-
posed buyers’ financing conditions, 
while liquidity risks are on the rise.

In the meantime, Seoul will finish 
the construction of SG Tower in cen-
tral Seoul in the second quarter and 
Parc 1 complex in Seoul’s financial 
district on yeouido islet in the third 
quarter, among others.

 Savills Korea research director 
Joann Hong said: “Occupier demand 
is expected to soften as the epidemic 
drags on the economy.

“Subdued demand and new supply 
additions equivalent to eight per cent 
of total stock in march 2020 will drive 
up vacancy at a faster pace starting 
in the second quarter of 2020.”

meanwhile, the impact of the coro-
navirus pandemic has yet to hit the 
commercial real estate market in the 
Korean capital as of the first quarter.

The volume of transactions by Seoul’s 
prime office properties rose 14 per cent 
to 2.4 trillion won ($2 billion).

Key deals include Igis asset manage-
ment-led acquisition of Namsan Square 
for 505 billion won, the Taepyeongro 
Building deal that cost 302.5 billion 
won and NH-amundi asset manage-
ment’s purchase of the Orange Center 
for 252 billion won in the central busi-
ness district, as well as BNK asset man-
agement’s BNK yeouido Building pur-
chase for 271.5 billion won.

also, the buildings’ vacancy rate – 
often used to gauge the real estate asset’s 
financial health – fell slightly to 7.5 per 
cent, as most tenants signed their con-
tracts prior to the arrival of Covid-19. THE 

KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

New home prices in Shanghai rose by 0.6 per cent. AFP

Phnom Penh bridge plan to link Koh 
Pich with Koh Norea moves forward
Hin Pisei

T
HE property sector in 
Phnom Penh east of 
the Bassac river is ex-
pected to grow after 

the government green-lighted 
the construction of a bridge 
across the river linking Koh 
Pich island to the Koh Norea 
peninsula in Chbar ampov 
district’s Niroth commune.

Real estate experts are not 
only optimistic that the plan 
for the new bridge will help 
traffic flows, but that it will 
also inject some momentum 
into local real estate.

a letter sent by Phnom 
Penh municipal Hall to 
minister of Economy and 
Finance aun Pornmoniroth 
– signed by municipal gov-
ernor Khuong Sreng – said 
local conglomerate Over-
seas Cambodia Investment 
Corporation (OCIC) had re-
ceived approval in principle 
from the government to de-
velop the Koh Norea area.

The company will build 
a cable-stayed bridge con-
necting the Koh Pich island 
– also known as Diamond 
Island – to the Koh Norea 
development project.

When completed, the bridge 
is expected to ease traffic 
congestion at the monivong 
Bridge, which crosses the 
Bassac river further south and 
connects monivong Boule-
vard in the capital’s Cham-
karmon district with National 
Road 1 in Chbar ampov dis-
trict to the east.

OCIC is proposing a 
policy of importing equip-
ment and machinery worth 
$40,888,580 with the state 
picking up the tax tab.

Towncity Real Estate Co 
Ltd CEO Van ‘John’ Chan-
thorn told The Post on 
Wednesday that the bridge 
would not only reduce traf-

fic congestion but also boost 
the real estate sector in the 
Vietnamese enclave of Koh 
Norea village and the entire 
Chbar ampov district.

He said it has the potential 
to attract investment in the 
real estate sector, especially 
for the construction of large 
scale projects linked to the 
riverfront.

“Normally areas with bet-
ter real estate markets are 
more populated and have 
good infrastructure, as well 
as safe and diverse services 
provided.

“Even though the Koh Norea 
area stands to improve a lot 
with the construction of the 
bridge from Koh Pich, I be-
lieve that the real estate sector 
will change dramatically.

“The bridge connection 
will move it closer to the cen-
tre of Phnom Penh, so prop-
erty prices will increase ac-
cordingly,” said Chanthorn.

He said the bridge will bring 
more ambitious commercial 
centre and other construc-
tion projects to the area, not 
unlike those on Koh Pich.

Keller Williams (KW) Sen 

Sok regional operation prin-
cipal and Sam Sn Realty Co 
Ltd president Sam Soknoeun 
said: “There is not a lot of de-
velopment now, but with the 
new bridge, real estate prices 
in Koh Norea would jump be-
cause it’d become a beautiful 
satellite town adjacent to the 
heart of Phnom Penh.”

Soknoeun said real estate 
along the Koh Norea penin-
sula’s coastline is currently 
worth more than $1,000 per 
sqm while properties further 
inland can cost between 
$100 and $500 per sqm.

OCIC deputy director Touch 
Samnang declined to com-
ment on bridge construction 
plans, but he recently told lo-
cal media that OCIC plans to 
transform Koh Norea into a 
luxurious commercial devel-
opment stretching over ap-
proximately 100ha.

He said the company has 
previously studied two op-
tions to link Koh Pich and Koh 
Norea – a bridge estimated to 
cost around $60 million and 
a second option, which is a 
$200 million subway under 
the Bassac river.

Real estate along the Koh Norea peninsula’s coastline is currently worth more than $1,000 per sqm while properties further inland can cost 
between $100 and $500 per sqm. HENG CHIVOAN
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Apartment for Rent
Located at west of Independence 
Monument, 2 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen, lot of sunlight.
Price: $1,200/month

Apartment for Rent
Located at North West of Russian 
Market, 1, 2 and 3 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen and balcony. 
Price: $700, $900, and $1800/M

Apartment for rent
Located near Russian Market, 
2 bedrooms, open living room, 
fully furnished, nice kitchen, lot of 
sunlight, nice balcony. 
Price: $1,200/month

Renovated apartment for rent 
Located: Near Royal Palace
2 bedrooms, well renovated, 
Fully furnished, good security, 
many facilities around.  
Price: $750/month

Garden Villa for rent in BKK1
2 floors, 5 bedrooms, big living 
room, fully furnished, big kitchen, 
big balcony, good for residence 
or office.
Price: $7,000/month

Villa for rent in North Bridge 
Very big garden, 5 bedrooms, 
large living room, fully furnished, 
western kitchen, big balcony, 
very safe and quiet.
Price: $3,500/month 

Villa for rent 
Located in Sangkat Boeung Pro-
lit, Khan 7 Makara, 6 bedrooms, 
living room, kitchen, many facili-
ties around, safe and quiet.
Price: $5,000/month

Modern villa for rent 
In Grand Phnom Penh, 5 bed-
rooms, large living room, modern 
designed, fully furnished, modern 
kitchen, big balcony.
Price: $1,700/month

Villa for rent in Bassac Garden City
2 floors, 4 bedrooms, large living 
room, fully furnished, modern 
kitchen, big balcony,  
safe and quiet.
Price: $3,500/month

Villa for rent next to BBK1
7 bedrooms, large living room, 
partially furnished, big balcony, 
some trees, very safe 
and quiet. 
Price: $3,000/month

Office space for rent
On main street, size from 
200sqm to 400sqm, 7 floors,  
2 lifts, parking, open space,  
very safe.
Price: $14/sqm 

Office space for rent 
Located at west of Olympic 
Stadium, size from 840sqm to 
500sqm, 2nd floor, 2 lifts, park-
ing, open space, very safe.
Price: $16/sqm 

Shop House for rent near AEON 2
Located in borey The Premier 
Land near AEON 2, 
6 bedrooms, good for office  
and  business.
Price: $1,500/month

Shophouse for rent 
Located in Borey Penghout The 
Star Diamond, Road 60m, 
Land size:4.5m x 20m, 
House size: 4.5m x 12m, 
Price: $1,200/month

APARtMENt fOR RENt/SAlE VillA fOR RENt OffiCE SPACE /SHOPHOuSE fOR RENt

land for sale (lS:l84)
Land size: 20x30M, Soft layout
Location: Borey Kang Meng, 
Sangkat Prek Kompers, Khan 
Dongkor, Phnom Penh City. 
Price: $170,000 (Negotiable)  

land for Sale (lS: l64) 
Land size: 30x43M 
Soft layout
Location: Sang Kat Prek Eng, Khan 
Chbar Ampov, Phnom Penh.
Price: $320,000 (Negotiable)

land for sale (lS:l68)
Land Size: 618m2
Soft title 
Location: Prek Eng, Chbar Ampov, 
Phnom Penh
Price: $200,000

land for sale (Code:lS:l64)
Land size: 40m x72m
Location: Veal Sbov ,
Chbar Ampov,  
Phnom Penh
Price: $1,300,000

Villa for sale (code VS.l24)
Land Size: 8m x22m
House Size: 6m x12m
Location: Peng Hout Boeng Snor, 
Chbar Ampov, Phnom Penh
Price: $350,000

Villa for sales (CodeVS.l21) 
Land size: 8.59x22m 
House Size: 6x12m, Location: 
N.98, St.E-01: Borey Peng Huot 
Berg Snor, Chbar Ampov. 
Price: $390,000

flat for sale (Code: fR.l64)
House Size: 5x20m
Height: 5 floors 
Location: KohPich City, Phnom 
Penh.
 Rent: $4000/month

flat for sale (Code: fR:l15)
House size: 4x18m
Bedroom: 4, Bathroom: 5
Location: Koh Pich City, 
Phnom Penh 
Rent: $2,500/ month

Villa l  (Code VS.l08)
Land Size: 5x23m 
House Size: 5x12m
Location: Peng Huot 60M, 
Sangkat Chak angrekrom 
Price:$270,000 (Negotiable)

Villa for sale (CodeVS:l06)
Land Size: 8.8x22m/
House Size: 6x12m
Location: Penh Huot Berng Snor, 
Khan Chbar Ampov, Phnom Penh.
Price: $340,000

Phnom Penh Chhaya (ARP.04)
Unit Available: 10 units of 1, 2 and  
3 bedrooms 
Location: Sangkat Beoung Trobek, 
Khan Chamkarmorn
Price: $400-$1,200

tha Da tra  (ARP.05)
Units available:  One bedroom 18, 
two Bedroom 30 
Location: Sangkart TTP1,  
Khan Chamkarmorn. 
Price: $1,100-$1,750

J tower (ARP.10)
Units available: 6 units 
Location: SangKat Boeung  
Keng Kang I,  
Phnom Penh
Price: : $750-$900

KJKS Residence ( ARP.11)
Units available:  one bedroom 1, 
two bedroom 4 , three bedroom 1
Location: Tuol Svay Prey
Phnom Penh
Price: $850-$2,300

lAND fOR SAlE VillA fOR SAlE/RENt APARtMENt lAND fOR SAlE/RENt

#113 Mao Tse Toung Blvd, No 2FD1
Phone: (+855) 95 955 777
Email: info@c21mekong.com.kh
www.c21mekong.com.kh
facebook.com/C21Mekong

Single Villa (type Deluxe) 
Location: Borey Bassac Garden 
City, Sangkat Tonle Bassac.
Land size: 14x 21.5m 
House size: 10m x 12m 
Price: $1,500,000 (Negotiable)

Villa for rent at BKK1 
Location: Sangkat Boeung Keng 
Kang 1, Khan Chamkamorn, 
House size: 12m x 21m
Land size: 18m x 30m
Price: $4,500/month

Villa lC2 for sale 
Location: Borey Penghuoth The 
Star Natural, Street 371
House size: 5.1m x 7.2m
Land size: 5.1m x 15m
Price: $150,000 (Negotiable)

Villa Queen for sale
Location: Borey Chipmong, Street 
371, in front of PC Market.
House size: 9m x 12m
Land size: 14m x 23m
Price: $1,000,000 (Negotiable)

Single villa for sale
Location: Borey Villa Town, 
Hunsen Blvd, next to ISPP
House size: 8.47m x 13.47m
Land size: 12.3m x 23m
Price: $750,000 (Negotiable)

Mesong tower for sale
Location: Diamond Island, 
Tolebassac, Chomkamon,
House size: 47-66sqm
Bedroom: 1 unit
Price: $100,000 (Negotiable)

 

urban Village Phase 
Location: Samdach Hunsen Blvd.
House size: 41-52sqm
Bedroom: 1 unit
Bathroom: 1 unit, 1 living room,  
Price: $127,811 (Negotiable)

Sky tree Residence
Location: Toul Sangke, 
Near Ang Ten Toul Kok
House size: 61-80.28 sqm
Bedroom: 1 unit
Price: $134,237 (Negotiable)

 

Morgan Enmaison
Location: Chroy Chongva, 
Near Norton University 
House size: 33-44.6sqm
Bedroom: 1 unit
Price: $79,388 (Negotiable) 

Villa twin for sale
Location: Street 60m (Hun Sen 
Blvd), Sangkat Chak Angrae Land 
Size: 7m x 22m
House size: 6m x 12m 
Price: $388,000 (Negotiable)

Villa for sale  
Location: Hunsen Blvd, Sangkat 
Chak Angrae Kraom, 
Land Size : 12.3m x 23m
House size: 8.47m x 13.47m 
Price: $750,000 (Negotiable)

twin villa for rent
Location: Borey Orkide The Royal, 
Street 2004, Sangkat Toek Thla, 
Land Size: 8m x 20m
House size: 6m x 12m 
Price: $1,100/month (Negotiable)

  
twin villa for sale 
Location: Borey Orkide The Royal, 
Street 2004, Sangkat Toek Thla, 
Land size : 8m x 20m
House size : 6m x 12m 
Price: $388,000 

twin villa for rent 
Location: Borey Orkide The Royal, 
Street 2004, Sangkat Toek Thla,
Land size: 8m x 20m
House size: 6m x 12m 
Price: $1,000/month (Negotiable)

CONDO, VillA & APARtMENt fOR SAlE AND RENt

081 389 900, 092 863 992
098 727 560, 078 260 056PlEASE CONtACt
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world
‘Super cyclone’ 
barrels towards 
Bangladesh, 
eastern India
S

EVERaL million peo-
ple battened down 
on Wednesday as the 
outer edges of the 

fiercest cyclone in decades 
rattled Bangladesh and east-
ern India, potentially bring-
ing widespread destruction 
and misery in its wake.

as the eye of amphan fast 
approached, the Bangladeshi 
Red Crescent reported the 
first death, after a volunteer 
drowned while moving vil-
lagers to shelter when strong 
winds capsized a boat.

authorities have scrambled 
to evacuate low-lying areas in 
the storm’s projected trail of 
destruction, but their task is 
complicated by the need to fol-
low precautions to prevent the 
spread of the novel coronavirus.

“There is panic,” said abdur 
Rahim, a Bangladeshi shrimp 
farmer on the edge of the 
Sundarbans mangrove forest, 
which was expected to bear 
the full brunt of the impact.

“a few months ago Cyclone 
Bulbul smashed our village, 
destroying at least 100 homes. 
We hope allah will save us 
this time.”

amphan is only the second 
“super cyclone” to form over 
the Bay of Bengal since records 
began, and the first since 1999.

at 3:00pm (0930 GmT) the 
centre of the awesome vortex 
visible from space roared 65km 
offshore. The weather depart-
ment said that it had begun to 

make landfall, a process fore-
cast to last four hours.

Gusts on land of 185km/h 
were predicted, the equivalent 
of a Category Three hurricane, 
with a storm surge of several 
metres, said forecasters.

Such walls of water can cas-
cade several kilometres inland 
and are often the main killers 
in any cyclone, typhoon or 
hurricane.

The Indian met office 
warned of possible flying ob-
jects, “extensive” damage to 
communications and power 
lines, and trees being ripped 
out of the ground.

Kolkata was battered by 
heavy rain and the muddy 
Hooghly river was rising under 
dark skies, while in the coastal 
resort of Digha, large waves 
were pounding the shore.

“Scores of trees and electric 
poles have been uprooted,” 
hotel owner Partha Tripathi 
told aFP by phone.

Bangladesh’s low-lying 
coast, home to 30 million 
people, and India’s east are 
regularly battered by cyclones 
that have claimed the lives of 
hundreds of thousands of 
people in recent decades.

The 1999 super cyclone left 
nearly 10,000 dead in Odisha, 
eight years after a typhoon, 
tornadoes and flooding killed 
139,000 in Bangladesh. In 
1970, half a million perished 
in Cyclone Bhola.

While the storms’ frequency 

and intensity have increased – 
blamed partly on climate change 
– deaths have fallen thanks to 
faster evacuations, better tech-
nology and more shelters.

But Bangladesh authorities 
still fear that amphan will be the 
most powerful storm front since 
Cyclone Sidr killed about 3,500 
people and caused billions of 
dollars in damage in 2007.

Enamur Rahman, Bangla-
desh’s junior minister for di-
saster management, told aFP 
that 2.4 million people and 
over half a million livestock 
had been brought to safety.

India has evacuated more 
than 650,000 in West Bengal 
and Odisha.

Because of the coronavi-
rus, authorities were using 
extra shelter space to reduce 
crowding, while also making 
face masks compulsory and 
setting aside isolation rooms.

Infection numbers are still 
soaring in both countries.

Sulata munda, a tribal vil-
lager in Bangladesh, said she 
and fellow villagers had de-

cided not to go to a shelter.
“We fear the cyclone, but we 

also fear the coronavirus,” the 
mother of four told aFP. 

at a school in the coastal 
town of Dacope where more 
than 200 locals were sheltered, 
masks were in short supply.

“The room is already packed 
and maintaining social dis-
tancing is impossible,” said 
Rumki Khatun, 25, clutching 
her baby son.

Nearby hundreds of people 
were trying to reinforce a 
creaky river dam first. Local of-
ficial Sheikh abdul Kader said 
that if it broke, up to 50,000 
people would be marooned.

“The dam must be protect-
ed,” he said.  

although outside amphan’s 
predicted path, there are fears 
for the almost one million Ro-
hingya refugees in southeast-
ern Bangladesh – most living 
in flimsy, makeshift shacks.

The first coronavirus cases 
were reported in the teeming 
camps last week, and by Tues-
day there were six confirmed 

infections.
The UN said food, tarpau-

lins and water purification 
tablets were stockpiled, while 
authorities said the refugees 
would be moved to sturdier 
buildings if needed.

“We are fully prepared,” 
said mahbub alam Talukder, 
Bangladesh’s refugee com-
missioner.

There were also concerns for 
hundreds of Rohingya thought 
to be out at sea in rickety boats 
that have been denied entry 
by Thailand and malaysia in 
recent weeks because of coro-
navirus restrictions.

International charity ac-
tionaid said: “Heavy rains, 
flooding [and] the destruc-
tion of homes and farmland 
will increase the likelihood of 
the virus spreading, particu-
larly in densely populated ar-
eas like the refugee camps in 
Cox’s Bazar.

“It will also undoubtedly 
increase the number of lives 
and livelihoods already lost to 
this pandemic.” AFP

China lab: Drug stops virus ‘without vaccine’
a CHINESE laboratory has been develop-
ing a drug it believes has the power to bring 
the coronavirus pandemic to a halt.

The outbreak first emerged late last 
year, prompting an international race 
to find treatments and vaccines.

a drug being tested by scientists at 
China’s prestigious Peking University 
could not only shorten the recovery 
time for those infected but even offer 
short-term immunity from the virus, 
researchers say.

Sunney Xie, director of the university’s 
Beijing advanced Innovation Center for 
Genomics, told aFP that the drug has been 
successful at the animal testing stage.

“When we injected neutralising anti-
bodies into infected mice, after five 
days the viral load was reduced by a 
factor of 2,500,” said Xie.

“That means this potential drug has 
[a] therapeutic effect.”

The drug uses neutralising antibod-
ies – produced by the human immune 
system to prevent the virus infecting 
cells – which Xie’s team isolated from 
the blood of 60 recovered patients.

a study on the team’s research, pub-
lished on Sunday in the scientific journal 
Cell, suggests that using the antibodies 
provides a potential “cure” for the disease 
and shortens recovery time.

Xie said his team had been working “day 
and night” searching for the antibody.

“Our expertise is single-cell genomics 
rather than immunology or virology. 
When we realised that the single-cell 
genomic approach can effectively find the 
neutralising antibody we were thrilled.”

He said he hopes that the drug will 
be ready for use later this year and in 
time for any potential winter outbreak 
of the virus, which a John Hopkins Uni-
versity tally shows has infected 4.8 mil-
lion people around the world and killed 
more than 315,000.

“Planning for the clinical trial is 
underway,” said Xie, adding that it will 
be carried out in australia and other 
countries since cases have dwindled in 
China, offering fewer human guinea 
pigs for testing.

“The hope is these neutralising anti-
bodies can become a specialised drug 

that would stop the pandemic,” he said.
China already has five potential coro-

navirus vaccines at the human trial 
stage, a health official said last week.

But the World Health Organisation 
has warned that developing a vaccine 
could take 12 to 18 months.

Scientists have also pointed to the 
potential benefits of plasma – a blood 
fluid – from recovered individuals who 
have developed antibodies to the virus 
enabling the body’s defences to attack 
it.

more than 700 patients have received 
plasma therapy in China, a process 
which authorities said showed “very 
good therapeutic effects”.

“However, it [plasma] is limited in 
supply,” Xie said, noting that the 14 
neutralising antibodies used in their 
drug could be put into mass produc-
tion quickly.

Using antibodies in drug treatments 
is not a new approach, and it has been 
successful in treating several other 
viruses such as HIV, Ebola and middle 
East Respiratory Syndrome (mers).

Ebola drug Remdesivir was consid-
ered a hopeful early treatment for Cov-
id-19 – clinical trials in the US showed 
it shortened the recovery time in some 
patients by a third – but the difference 
in mortality rate was not significant.

The new drug could even offer short-
term protection against the virus.

The study showed that if the neutral-
ising antibody was injected before the 
mice were infected with the virus, the 
mice stayed free of infection and no 
virus was detected.

This may offer temporary protection 
for medical workers for a few weeks, 
which Xie said they are hoping to 
“extend to a few months”.

more than 100 vaccines for Covid-19 
are in the works globally, but as the 
process of vaccine development is 
more demanding, Xie is hoping that 
the new drug could be a faster and 
more efficient way to stop the global 
march of the coronavirus.

“We would be able to stop the pan-
demic with an effective drug, even 
without a vaccine,” he said. AFP

HK pushes 
to enact 
security 
legislation
CHIEF Executive of the Hong 
Kong Special administrative 
Region (SaR) Carrie Lam 
Cheng yuet-ngor on Tuesday 
said it is a “disappointment” 
that the city has failed to per-
form the constitutional duty of 
enacting national security leg-
islation according to article 23 
of the Basic Law since the 
SaR’s return to China’s sover-
eignty almost 23 years ago.

Lam made the remark to 
reporters ahead of the weekly 
Executive Council meeting.

She said it is understandable 
that the legislation has become 
a cause for concern after vio-
lent protests, verging on ter-
rorism, broke out in Hong 
Kong last year.

a recent report by the city’s 
Independent Police Com-
plaints Council said the city 
had been dragged into “an era 
of terrorism” by often-violent 
protests.

article 23 of the Basic Law 
says the SaR shall enact laws 
on its own to prohibit any act 
endangering national security, 
including acts of treason, seces-
sion, sedition or subversion.

Ip Kwok-him, a deputy to the 
National People’s Congress 
and member of the city’s Exec-
utive Council, said the SaR 
government should go ahead 
and enact the legislation 
instead of “waiting for a prop-
er opportunity”.

The central government 
showed its trust in Hong Kong 
when it authorised the city to 
enact the National Security Law 
on its own, Ip said. all Hong 
Kong people should cherish 
their civil rights and fulfil their 
responsibilities, he said.

Ip added that violence trig-
gered by the now-withdrawn 
extradition bill last year 
showed that separatist forces 
and some foreign forces have 
been making “active moves” 
for their political purposes.

Tam yiu-chung, a member of 
the National People’s Congress 
Standing Committee, said 
many people in Hong Kong 
have been looking forward to 
the legislation so the commu-
nity can restore calm and avoid 
attempts at subversion.

He said if some politically 
motivated groups continue to 
damage the principle of “one 
country, two systems”, it will 
undermine the central govern-
ment’s trust in Hong Kong.

The same day, the Hong 
Kong government announced 
to extend a ban on public gath-
erings of more than eight peo-
ple till June 4 and the closures 
of party rooms, nightclubs and 
karaoke lounges till may 28.

The ban on gatherings of reli-
gious activities in venues such 
as churches and temples will 
be lifted from Thursday, health 
officials said at a press confer-
ence. CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NET-

WORK

Authorities have scrambled to evacuate low-lying areas in the storm’s projected trail of destruction, but their 
task is complicated by the need to follow precautions to prevent the spread of the novel coronavirus. AFP



E
XPERTS are encouraging 
increased public scrutiny 
of the Indonesian govern-
ment’s Covid-19 mitigation 

policies, as the House of Represen-
tatives and the Corruption Eradica-
tion Commission (KPK) were less 
critical in their stances.

Institute for Development of Eco-
nomics and Finance (Indef) founder 
Didin S Damanhuri said large-scale 
embezzlement could occur if Covid-
19 response and spending were not 
monitored closely.

“The public has to keep watch so 
that there is no the BLBI scandal vol-
ume 2,” Didin said on Tuesday during 
a public discussion held by the KPK.

He was referring to the Bank In-
donesia Liquidity Support (BLBI) 
that the central bank provided to 
help failing banks during the 1998 
monetary crisis. The recipient banks 
largely misused the funds, with the 
KPK estimating last year that 4.58 
trillion rupiah ($310 million) in state 
losses remained unrecovered.

Didin stressed that public scru-
tiny was needed, as the House had 
passed the regulation in lieu of a law 
(Perppu) on Covid-19 mitigation 
with little resistance, forfeiting their 

chance to challenge the regulation.
In addition to implementing regu-

lations the government has issued 
under the 2018 Health Quarantine 
Law, the controversial Perppu gives 
the government expanded authority 
to raise the deficit cap and reallocate 
funds from the state budget.

The Perppu has drawn criticism for 
a clause that protects officials from 
legal liabilities, as long as they act “in 
good faith and in accordance with 
the law” in the implementation of 
related fiscal and monetary policies.

Experts and activists have raised 
concerns that the regulation essen-
tially gives carte blanche for officials 
to commit graft and embezzlement.

Following the Perppu, the gov-
ernment announced it would roll 
out an economic recovery stimulus 
package worth 641.17 trillion rupiah 
to support micro, small and medi-
um-sized enterprises (MSMEs) and 
state-owned enterprises (SOEs).

Bivitri Susanti, a constitutional law 
expert at the Jentera School of Law 
in Jakarta, said during Tuesday’s dis-
cussion that she deplored the House 
for focusing on issues other than 
Covid-19 mitigation, including de-
liberating the revised 2009 Mining 

Law revision and insisting on pass-
ing the contentious omnibus bill on 
job creation.

“It’s like the House and the gov-
ernment are wearing blinders, while 
the people they represent are think-
ing about whether they will be able 
to eat tomorrow,” she said.

Bivitri also urged the public to re-
port any signs of embezzlement in 
Covid-19 mitigation to the relevant 
authorities, including the Indonesia 
Ombudsman and the KPK. She also 
called on the KPK to be more trans-
parent in releasing public reports.

Meanwhile, Indonesian Corrup-
tion Watch activist Kurnia Rama-
dhana suggested that the KPK might 
no longer be depended on to eradi-

cate corruption.
The revised KPK Law that came 

into effect in October has established 
a new hierarchical level above the 
KPK to install a supervisory council 
armed with veto powers, essentially 
stripping the commission its inde-
pendence and its antigraft tools.

Kurnia also noted that KPK chair 
Commander General Firli Bahuri, a 
police general whose appointment 
late last year prompted a public de-
bate, had recorded more controver-
sies than achievements.

He said Firli had made fewer graft 
arrests while making more frequent 
visits to government agencies and 
the House compared to previous 
KPK leaders, who generally avoided 

meeting government officials.
Amnesty International Indonesia 

executive director Usman Hamid 
said that the public should commu-
nicate any dissatisfaction with the 
Covid-19 regulations and policies 
through legal channels, such as by 
filing a judicial review with the Con-
stitutional Court or filing a class-
action lawsuit.

Usman also said that the public 
should find new ways to exert po-
litical pressure on the government 
amid the current social restrictions.

For example, he said, a car caravan 
protest was held in the US so protest-
ers could maintain physical distance 
while making their voices heard. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

NATURAL disasters killed 15 
people and destroyed nearly 
1,700 houses in the five first 
months of the year, said a 
report released by Vietnam’s 
Central Steering Committee 
on natural disaster control 
and prevention on Tuesday.

The country also endured 
estimated losses of more than 
3.2 trillion dong ($137 million) 
due to extreme weather with 
thousands of hectares of rice 
and vegetable damaged and 
some 54,200 houses severely 
damaged, said Vietnam Di-
saster Management Authority 
deputy head Nguyen Truong 
Son. More disasters are fore-
cast to strike the country to-
wards the end of the year.

Saline intrusion on some 
rivers in Mekong Delta has ex-
ceeded the historic 2015-2016 
dry season which caused 15 
trillion dong in damages. The 
intrusion has come a month 
earlier than in previous years 
and saltwater has reached 
up to 100km into rivers and 
withdrawn very slowly.

Extreme weather has been 
reported nationwide since the 
beginning of the year includ-
ing more than 100 hailstorms 
in 31 provinces and cities and 
Hanoi’s temperature drop 
to 16.5C late last month, the 
lowest at that time of year in 
five decades.

To prepare for coming di-
sasters, especially in light of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
Vietnam Red Cross (VNRC) 
has accelerated IT use to pro-

vide warnings, said its vice-
president Nguyen Hai Anh.

VNRC’s community-based 
interventions focus on clean 
water, safe accommodation, 
livelihoods and health care.

Anh said using a forecast-
based action plan and the 
private sector’s engagement 
were highlights of VNRC’s 
disaster prevention and re-
sponse activities last year.

In the first five months of 
this year, the VNRC allocated 
more than 100 billion dong to 
support people and localities 
affected by extreme weather 
and the pandemic.

Vietnam must not surrender 
to the impacts of climate change, 

said Prime Minister Nguyen 
Xuan Phuc at the national on-
line conference on disaster 
control and prevention on May 
15, urging people to adapt and 
drive the country forward.

Disasters are estimated to 
cost Vietnam one to 1.5 per 
cent of gross domestic prod-
uct annually.

Facing prolonged drought 
since the beginning of this 
year, authorities of coastal cen-
tral Ninh Thuan province have 
enhanced the disaster risk 
level to three (severe) on the 
whole provincial area and four 
(hazardous) in the districts of 
Thuan Nam and Thuan Bac.

As of May 15, the total 

amount of water remaining in 
21 local reservoirs was nearly 
25 million cubic metres, only 
12.84 per cent of total capacity 
and the lowest level in the past 
five years. Many reservoirs have 
reported dead water levels.

The provincial People’s 
Committee tasked the provin-
cial Department of Agricul-
ture and Rural Development, 
districts’ steering committees 
for disaster prevention and 
search and rescue, police and 
related agencies to respond, 
mitigate and minimise im-
pacts of drought on people’s 
livelihoods and the local 
economy. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Facing prolonged drought since the beginning of this year, authorities of Vietnam’s coastal central Ninh 
Thuan province have enhanced the disaster risk level to three (severe) on the whole provincial area and four 
(hazardous) in the districts of Thuan Nam and Thuan Bac. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

Large-scale embezzlement could occur in Indonesia if Covid-19 response and spending were not monitored closely. THE JAKARTA POST
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Indonesia: Calls 
for heightened 
public scrutiny of 
Covid-19 policies

IT HAS been months since 
Thailand’s former national 
windsurfer and environmen-
talist Amara Wichithong last 
paddled her stand-up board 
and collected trash from a creek 
connecting the residential area 
where she lives to the sea.

The 57-year old runs a wind-
surfing shop in the famed sea-
side resort town of Pattaya. With 
a passion for protecting the 
environment, she has become 
somewhat of a local green hero.

For years, Amara and her 
team of volunteers have picked 
plastic trash from local waters 
and mangrove forests to pre-
vent it from ending in the ocean. 
But their work has been halted 
since March amid restrictions 
to contain the coronavirus.

Amara is worried about a 
spike in plastic waste from 
more food and goods deliver-
ies as people stay at home will 
make matters worse.

“I worry that after the Covid-
19 [pandemic], I would imag-
ine that the sea will be filled 
with trash,” Amara said.

The amount of plastic waste 
generated during the corona-
virus lockdown has surged by 
15 per cent in Thailand, local 
media reported, citing the Pol-
lution Control Department.

Thailand, among the world’s 
top five countries choking 
the oceans with plastic, has 
sought to clamp down on sin-
gle-use plastic bags this year.

Amara said she had been 
collecting trash more “seri-

ously” over the past 20 years, 
having started picking up rub-
bish at just 10 years of age.

“The [trash] situation got 
worse in the past five years, 
where we see turtles and ma-
rine animals dying ashore. I 
felt like I had to do something 
about this,” she said.

In addition to picking up trash 
from local waters, Amara and 
her team have also installed a 
net made from fishermen’s net 
scrap in the creek to prevent 
waste from flowing into the sea 
while leaving gaping holes for 
fish to swim through.

While a slowdown in econom-
ic activity amid the virus has 
helped curb pollution, experts 
worry the effects will be short-
lived and offset by some fallout 
from the strict lockdowns.

Bangkok’s plastic waste has 
soared 62 per cent in volume 
last month, as more people 
rely on home deliveries, data 
from the Bangkok Metropoli-
tan Administration shows.

“There are both pros and cons 
of the new normal. The pro is 
that people are aware of how 
great nature is without trash, we 
have more sightings of rare ma-
rine animals which make them 
cherish nature more,” marine 
biology expert Thon Tham-
rongnawasawat said.

The other new normal is 
the plastic waste from food 
deliveries that “will continue 
to and definitely increase in 
amount” even after the out-
break is over, said Thon. AFP

Surge in plastic waste 
frustrates Thai activist

Natural disasters cost Vietnam $137M
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H
ERE in Cambodia, as with 
my home country austral-
ia, it appears we are 
approaching the end of 

the beginning of this global pandem-
ic. The first wave of Covid-19 cases is 
largely behind us, but many chal-
lenges lie ahead. For both countries, 
and for our shared region, addressing 
these unprecedented challenges will 
require an unprecedented level of 
international cooperation.

The first challenge is to keep the 
health situation under control. aus-
tralia has been working closely for 
many years with the Cambodian gov-
ernment, the World Bank, Germany 
and South Korea to strengthen health 
systems through the Health Equity 
and Quality Improvement Pro-
gramme (H-EQIP). Through this 
highly coordinated approach, 
H-EQIP is helping ensure Cambodia 
has both the financing mechanisms 
and the equipment – such as ambu-
lances and testing kits – to respond 
effectively to a wider outbreak, while 
also continuing to deliver key non-
Covid healthcare services.

Ultimately we will only be able to rest 
at ease when there are effective thera-
peutical drugs and a vaccine to combat 
Covid-19. That is why earlier this month 
Prime minister morrison pledged a$352 
million (US$230 million) to Covid-19 
research and development. This will 
assist australia’s world leading medical 
institutions, including the University of 
Queensland, the Doherty Institute and 
the Commonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research Organisation, to 
continue their ground-breaking inter-
national collaboration to fast-track a 
Covid-19 vaccine.

The second challenge is to maintain 
community cohesion and social sta-
bility. Given that women usually bear 
a disproportionate responsibility for 
holding societies together, particularly 
in times of crisis, australia’s Foreign 
minister and minister for Women 
marise Payne has authored a state-
ment, co-signed by a range of global 
leaders – including Indonesian For-
eign minister Retno marsudi and 
South Korean Foreign minister Kang 
Kyung-wha – which calls on all policy-
makers to be guided by the following 
question: “are women and men affect-
ed differently by this issue, and, if so, 
how can we achieve fairer outcomes?”

In Cambodia, australia is helping 
policymakers respond to this ques-
tion, in line with the commitments 
we made a quarter of a century ago 

this year through the Beijing Platform 
for action on women’s rights. We are 
also promoting disability inclusion in 
Cambodia amid the pandemic, con-
sistent with our global leadership on 
the UN Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities. Through 
the australia Cambodia Cooperation 
for Equitable and Sustainable Servic-
es (aCCESS) Programme, australia is 
investing a$5 million per year to sup-
port Cambodian women experienc-
ing gender-based violence and to 
empower Cambodians with a disabil-
ity to access services and income.  
This cooperation is even more criti-
cal than ever given that both groups 
are likely to be disproportionately 
affected by the pandemic.

Economic resilience
The third challenge is building and 

maintaining economic resilience. 
australia congratulates the Cambodi-
an government on plans it is devel-
oping to provide an economic stimu-
lus and social protection package 
through emergency cash transfers to 
all households registered on the 
IDPoor poverty database. australia 
has been working closely with Cam-
bodia’s ministry of Planning and Ger-
many over the past decade to devel-
op this impressive database and we 
will continue to help ensure Cambo-

dians who have recently fallen into 
poverty as a result of the pandemic 
can be registered and made eligible 
to receive the cash transfers.

maintaining open trade and build-
ing diversified economies will be crit-
ical to all countries’ economic recov-
ery. australia and Cambodia, along 
with leading regional economic part-
ners such as Japan, China and South 
Korea, are negotiating the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Partner-
ship (RCEP).  Commerce minister 
Pan Sorasak and I met recently and 
expressed our shared desire for RCEP 
to be concluded this year and provide 
an important boost to regional econ-
omies in the wake of the pandemic.

australia, the US and other key 
development partners are also coop-
erating extensively with the Cambodi-
an government and other stakehold-
ers on food security. We know that 
many Cambodians still acutely 
remember times of food shortages.  
Through a range of initiatives, includ-
ing the $a80 million Cambodia agri-
culture Value Chain (CaVaC) Pro-
gramme, we are ensuring 
Cambodians not only can continue to 
access affordable and high quality 
food, but that Cambodian small and 
medium food enterprises can increase 
their productivity and boost the agri-
cultural sector’s role in Cambodia’s 

post-Covid economic recovery.
The final challenge is to learn from 

what went right and what could have 
been managed better, so that we can 
prevent and respond more effectively 
to future health crises.  We acknowl-
edge the UN secretary-general’s com-
mitment to looking ‘back fully to 
understand how such a disease 
emerged and spread its devastation so 
quickly across the globe, and how all 
those involved reacted to the crisis.’

as such, the australian government 
has called for an independent review 
of the Covid-19 outbreak to clarify 
facts around its origins, development 
into a pandemic and response by the 
WHO. australia wants the review to 
be led by health and scientific 
experts. We want to avoid politicising 
this review. It is not about targeting 
any one country or organisation. We 
are pleased there was widespread 
international support for such a 
review at the recent meeting of the 
World Health assembly.

australians will continue to join 
hands – metaphorically and, once 
social distancing rules allow, literally 
– with the people of Cambodia and 
globally to forge ever deeper cooper-
ation in the wake of this pandemic. 
We owe it to the many people who 

The writer is Australian ambassador to Cambodia.

Opinion
Pablo Kang

Unprecedented times call for 
unprecedented cooperation

Australia has been working closely with Cambodia and Germany over the past decade to develop the IDPoor poverty database and will 
continue to help ensure Cambodians who have recently fallen into poverty as a result of the pandemic can be registered and made  
eligible to receive the cash transfers. australian embassy 
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Hong Raksmey

C
amBODIaNS have 
become less worried 
about their health risk 
since all 122 Covid-19 

patients had recovered and the 
Kingdom has not seen any new 
case in over a month.

Everyone is back to work, 
conducting business as usual 
and flocking to the many sce-
nic spots and beaches with 
little concern for a second 
wave of infections despite nu-
merous warnings from health 
authorities.

meanwhile, many restau-
rants and resorts that closed 
a few months ago when Cam-
bodia saw a dramatic surge of 
Covid-19 have also begun to 
gradually open for business, 
with crowds growing larger 
by the day. It is quite apparent 
that the “old normal” prevails.

Just reopened last weekend 
is Phumsla Eco Resort located 
in Siem Reap. It has started 
receiving patrons who enjoy 
sightseeing, food and taking 
selfies in the outskirts of this 
ancient city.

“We are having locals 
gradually visiting our resort 
after it closed for almost two 
months,” says Taing Chay 
Heng, its founder.

He says his staff always wear 
face masks when serving food 
and beverage for customers 
who place their orders from 
one of the many kiosks that 
are located on the open space 
at the resort. 

“I am sure that physical dis-
tancing is practised since each 
kiosk is located at a reasonable 
distance from one another. We 
also pay attention to our prod-
ucts that are served from our 
main kitchen,” says Heng. 

alcohol for disinfection 
is a new normal. and it is 
seen everywhere from con-
venience stores, restaurants, 
banks, coffee shops to su-
permarkets, resorts and even 
currency exchange booths, 
though not all these places  
have a temperature device. 

Having such sanitisers are 
part of the ministry of Health 

guidelines that were issued for 
all business owners to adapt as 
a new lifestyle to prevent a sec-
ond wave of novel coronavirus 
infections in the Kingdom.

ministry spokesperson Or 
Vandine says to prevent and 
stem the second wave infec-
tions, it has called on all peo-
ple numerous times to follow 
the ministry’s guideline.

“We consistently advise and 
remind the public that they 
have little choice but to adjust 
their habits and behaviour 
to a health and hygiene con-
scious lifestyle,” says Vandine.

She says the public has to 
consistently practice a high 
level of physical hygiene, es-
pecially washing hands often, 
wearing face masks when 
out and about. and always 
remember to use a krama 

(scarf) or tissue paper to cover 
the mouth and nose if you feel 
like coughing or sneezing. and 
above all, wrap the tissue and 
throw it into the rubbish bin.

Physical distancing is a 
must, Vandine says, as this re-
duces the risk of the corona-
virus being passed from one 
person to another.

Swapnil Deshmukh, the 
founder of Socials Coffee 
where people are served a wide 
range of beverage by mostly 
deaf employees, have done 
three things to help prevent 
his employees and customers 
from contracting the virus.

“We have monthly online 
meetings using the Zoom app 
to avoid unnecessary staff 
movement and travel. We are 
incentivising and encour-
aging people to go cashless 

and pay through digital apps, 
contactless cards and digital 
coupons instead of cash.

“and we have strengthened 
our delivery offerings through 
our partnership with Nham24 
and incentivising custom-
ers with some discount pro-
grammes,” says Deshmukh.

He also requires all his em-
ployees to have a tempera-
ture check, wear face masks, 
use hand sanitisers and wash 
hands with soap and water 
regularly and avoid all non-
essential travel.

Vandine says that social and 
physical distancing is seen as 
highly efficient to cut down 
the maximum risk. She en-
courages all Cambodian peo-
ple to adapt to this measure. 

The ministry of Health calls 
for local authorities to take 

part in facilitating and in-
specting the practice at their 
authorised places.

Vandine says if restaurants 
and resorts decide to open, 
they have to prepare and 
ensure their places do not 
become breeding places for 
Covid-19.

Restaurant employees, she 
says, have to wear face masks 
to curb the virus spread to 
their customers and keep the 
area clean all the time. 

Ly moniroth brought his wife 
and two sons in a sports util-
ity vehicle to visit Kampot and 
Kep provinces last weekend. 

“We spent time at Kep beach 
and Rabbit Island, watched 
the sunset at Led Zep Cafe 
and Daung Te Resort for three 
days,” says moniroth, who 
found crowded people in 

both resorts.
On the growing crowds, 

Vandine says: “Don’t be con-
fused and believe that Covid-
19 has gone from our country 
even though all the patients 
have recovered.

“Even so, the Kingdom is 
still at risk of Covid-19. We are 
in an ‘alarming stage’ because 
around the globe and region-
al countries, especially neigh-
bouring ones, there are new 
infections every so often.

“The risk of infection is always 
there. So we have to practise a 
very high personal hygiene and 
not let our guard down.

“I appeal repeatedly . . . 
please do not be complacent 
and forget about Covid-19 
because it will not forgive us 
and return with a vengeance 
if we are not careful.”

The Phumsla Eco Resort in Siem Reap has started receiving guests again. hong menea

Hand santisers and masks are still a must when dining out. hong menea Trekkers get back out on the trail in Kep National Park. hong menea

Restaurants and resorts stage a comeback 



AUSTRALIA is suffering a wave 
of puppy scams as fraudsters 
target the lonely and locked 
down with fake online offers 
of cavoodles, French bulldogs 
and other popular pooches, 
said authorities.

The Australian Competition 
and Consumer Commission 
(ACCC) said the scammers 
fleeced people looking for a 
new pet out of some A$300,000 
(US$200,000) last month 
alone, five times higher than 
the normal monthly average.

ACCC deputy chair Delia 
Rickard said: “A lot of people 
are stuck at home and going 
online to buy a pet to help 
them get through the loneli-
ness of social isolation.

“Unfortunately the rush to 
get a new pet and the unusual 
circumstances of Covid-19 
makes it harder to work out 
what’s real or a scam.”

With restrictions on travel 
making it harder for people to 
see dogs in-person, scammers 
will often ask for upfront pay-
ments to cover transport and 
then disappear, she said. 
“Unfortunately once you make 
the payments, the seller will 
cease all contact.”

Cavoodles – a cross breed of 
the Cavalier King Charles Span-
iel and the Miniature Poodle – 
and French bulldogs were 
among the most popular breeds 
used to lure potential puppy 
owners, the ACCC said in a 

statement earlier this week.
It comes amid a soaring 

demand for pets during the 
pandemic with Royal Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals (RSPCA) New South 
Wales reporting a dramatic 
rise in adoption and foster 
inquiries last month.

“Try not to fall for the ador-
able puppy pictures they post, 
and remember, if the price 
looks too good to be true, it 
probably is,” said Rickard.

The amount lost to puppy 
scams in the first four months 
of this year has almost reached 
the total lost across all last year 
while Aussies have lost 
A$700,000 to virus-related 
scams so far this year. AFP
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Here’s how Africa’s tech scene is fighting virus
W

ATCHING from 
afar as much of 
the world was 
brought to its 

knees by the coronavirus, 
African scientists, engineers 
and innovators have turned 
to home-grown solutions to 
prepare for the worst case 
scenario.

By the time the virus hit Af-
rica, where cases have risen 
relatively slowly, images of 
overwhelmed hospitals and 
stories of health workers 
strapped for protective gear 
had been streaming in for 
weeks.

Mehul Shah from Ultra Red 
Technologies Ltd 3D Print-
ing – based in Nairobi, Ke-
nya – said he and his partner 
Neeval Shah quickly realised 
they could be “first respond-
ers” in producing locally-
made equipment.

In only three days they put 
together a working design for 
3D-printed face shields made 
up of a visor that clips onto a 
plastic sheet. They currently 
produce around 500 a day.

“It’s very important that 
we can show Kenyans that 
we can do this here and we 
don’t need to rely on impor-
tation. We have got the in-
novative know-how and the 
means to get this done here,” 
he told AFP.

The team is also helping 
produce components that 
would allow ventilators to be 
used on more than one pa-
tient, as well as printing parts 
for locally-made ventilators.

While Kenya only has 912 
cases and 50 deaths after a lit-
tle over two months, “we are 
preparing for the worst case 
scenario”, said Mehul.

He said it was “a first” to 
see manufacturers in Kenya 
and even worldwide collabo-
rating so much.

“All the companies are look-
ing at how they can use their 
resources to help out. All the 
competitors who would be 
fighting against each other 
are all coming together.”

In Benin, the start-up Blo-
Lab – a digital fabrication 
laboratory – has also been 
printing 3D face shields.

Contact-tracing apps
Developers in Kenya’s thriv-

ing tech scene are among sev-
eral on the continent working 

on contact tracing apps.
FabLab, an innovation hub 

in western Kisumu has de-
veloped an application called 
mSafari – meaning ‘journey’ 
in the Swahili language – 
which can track passengers 
on public transport.

With it, passengers enter-
ing a minibus taxi – known 
as a matatu – can input a 
simple code on their phone 
along with the vehicle regis-
tration number.

“If one of those passengers 
tested positive we are now 
able to trace all the contacts 
who checked in on that par-
ticular vehicle,” said Tairus 
Ooyi, the lead app developer 
and data scientist at FabLab.

Low-cost ventilators
Another busy area of inno-

vation has been the produc-
tion of ventilators, which have 
been in short supply even in 
rich countries as Covid-19 
patients needing oxygen have 
swamped hospitals.

Most African countries 
have only a handful of the 
machines and 10 have none 
at all, said the Africa Cen-

tres for Disease Control and 
Prevention.

In Kenya, engineering stu-
dents in collaboration with 
the medical department at 
the Kenyatta University, pro-
duced a low-cost ventilator at 
a tenth of the price of an im-
ported machine – estimated 
at $10,000.

Doctor Gordon Ogweno, a 
medical professor at the uni-
versity said Kenya had about 
50 working ventilators for a 
population of more than 50 
million.

“We are making machines 
with locally available material 
. . . pandemics can come and 
go but other conditions also 
require critical care,” he said.

The ventilator is undergo-
ing clinical trials.

In Ghana, the Academic 
City College in Accra and 
Kwame Nkrumah University 
of Science and Technology in 
Kumasi managed to produce 
a ventilator costing between 
$500 and $1,000 which takes 
only an hour to assemble.

A group of Rwandan bio-
medical scientists at the Inte-
grated Polytechnic Regional 

College in Kigali have also 
been testing a locally made 
prototype ventilator.

Meanwhile in Somalia, 
which has limited capacity to 
respond to its growing casel-
oad, 21-year-old Mohamed 

Adawe has invented an auto-
mated resuscitator.

While doctors normally 
need to pump oxygen via 
an Ambu bag valve mask by 
hand on patients struggling 
to breathe, Adawe’s contrap-

tion – made up of a wooden 
box, pipes and an electric sys-
tem – pushes oxygen from an 
air tank into a mask placed 
over the patient’s mouth. 

“I saw people having diffi-
culties in breathing and many 
have died because they could 
not get a machine to help 
them provide vital oxygen,” 
said Adawe, who is studying 
public health.

Drones and robots
Aside from locally-made 

items – African countries are 
also employing other tech-
nology to tackle the virus.

Rwanda last week began 
using four humanoid robots 
in coronavirus treatment 
centres to minimise human 
to human contact. They can 
screen temperatures and 
monitor the status of pa-
tients.

In Ghana, the US-based 
company Zipline Interna-
tional Inc which uses drones 
to ferry medicines, blood 
and vaccines to avoid poor 
roads, has begun to trans-
port coronavirus tests.

“The government told us 
that their biggest challenge is 
that the virus has spread out 
of the cities, they have sus-
pected cases popping up in 
the rural areas and the logis-
tics from the rural areas to the 
cities are very difficult,” said 
Zipline CEO in Ghana Daniel 
Marfo. AFP

Students at Kenyatta University have been working ventilators, one of the ways African scientists are looking at homegrown virus solutions. AFP

Mehul Shah, the director of Kenya’s Ultra Red Techlogies, turned to 3D printing to make face shields for 
protection. AFP

Scammers fleeced Australians looking for a new pet out of some A$300,000 (US$200,000) last month alone. AFP

Puppy scammers target lonely, locked-down Aussies
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Horse-drawn conveyance
  5 They might be renewed or 

exchanged
  9 Ulan ___, Mongolia
 14 Olin of “Chocolat”
 15 Huge production
 16 Muscat citizen
 17 “Island in the Sun” author Waugh
 18 Mona who just hangs around
 19 Banned from polite conversation
 20 What uninteresting words sound 

like
 23 Make sense of
 24 “Open mouth, ___ foot”
 28 Hotel spa, e.g.
 31 Spoil
 32 Pig’s nose
 36 Free throw score
 37 Eat by candlelight
 38 Doesn’t shut up
 42 Bug and then some
 43 Ore-___ (Tater Tots brand)
 44 Unfathomable chasm
 45 Reproductive cells
 46 Popular Pontiac of the past
 49 Crushing tool
 51 Small waves

 56 “You know the rest”
 59 Room at sea
 62 Balcony box
 63 Schleps
 64 Unbroken horse, for short
 65 Frankenstein flunky
 66 Lode finds
 67 Actors’ platform
 68 Earth tones
 69 ___ a one (none)
DOWN
  1 Marble hunks
  2 Name-tag word
  3 Words after “bend” or “lend”
  4 Spinnaker’s setting
  5 Heavy parchmentlike paper
  6 Sleep-inducing drug
  7 “When You ___ Upon a Star”
  8 Abrasion aftermath
  9 Horticulturist’s study
 10 Asian caregivers
 11 One may be kept running in a bar
 12 The avant-garde’s Yoko
 13 South American cruise stop
 21 Gravy containers
 22 Bar orders for the calorie-

conscious

 25 Poet Dickinson
 26 Major and captain, e.g.
 27 Lock of hair
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Son taken 32 years ago 
reunited with parents

algeria: Endangered Saharan 
cheetah caught on camera

a 
CHINESE man kid-
napped as a toddler 
32 years ago has been 
reunited with his 

biological parents, after police 
used facial recognition tech-
nology to help track him down.

mao yin was just two when 
he was snatched outside a hotel 
in Xi’an in central Shaanxi 
province in 1988 and sold to a 
childless couple in neighbour-
ing Sichuan province who 
raised him as their own son, 
Xi’an’s public security bureau 
said in a statement.

Police “aged” one of mao’s 
childhood photos, reported 
state broadcaster CCTV, and 
used the model to scan the 
national database and find 
close matches.

They were acting on a tipoff 
that a person in a certain area 
of Sichuan had bought a child 
in the late 80’s.

On monday, the now 34-year-
old had a tearful reunion with 
his birth parents who had 
never given up the search for 
their missing boy.

mao’s mother Li Jingzhi told 
CCTV that after he was taken, 
she quit her job and sent over 
100,000 flyers to officials and 
appeared on several TV chan-
nels to appeal for his return.

Over the past three decades, Li 
had followed 300 false leads to see 
if they were her missing son.

But late last month, police in 
Xi’an were tipped off that a 
man in Sichuan province had 
bought a child from Shaanxi in 
the late 1980s, said the state-
ment from Xi’an’s public secu-

rity bureau.
Police tracked down mao 

and later confirmed that he 
was Li’s abducted son after a 
DNa test.

mao’s adoptive parents had 
renamed him Gu Ningning, 
and he grew up without any 
knowledge of his birth parents 
or that he had been abducted.

at the reunion event, organ-
ised by Xi’an police, mao 
emerged from a side door to a 
conference room and ran into 
his mother’s arms.

“I don’t want him to leave me 
anymore. I won’t let him leave 
me anymore,” Li said as she 
held onto her son’s hand.

mao, who runs a home deco-
ration business in Sichuan, told 
CCTV he would move to Xi’an 
to live with his birth parents.

There are no official statis-
tics on the number of children 
who disappear every year in 
China, but a system was estab-
lished in 2016 to send alerts 
about missing children 
through social media and 
mobile phone texts.

Police have helped more 
than 6,300 abducted children 
to reunite with their families 
over the past decade through 
the DNa matching system, 
reported the official Xinhua 
News agency.

Kidnapping and child traf-
ficking became widespread in 
China from the 1980s, when 
the draconian one-child rule 
was enforced, with a cultural 
obsession with sons also fuel-
ling demand for kidnapped 
babies. AFP

NaTURaLISTS in algeria have 
filmed a Saharan cheetah, a 
subspecies listed as critically 
endangered on the Interna-
tional Union for Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN) Red List, for 
the first time in a decade, said 
the national parks authority.

The animal was spotted in 
the Hoggar mountains nation-
al park in the vast country’s 
desert south, parks official 
Salah amokrane told the state-

run aPS news agency.
amokrane was speaking at 

the monday release of a docu-
mentary on the work of the 
park’s scientists, which 
includes images of the cheetah 
taken in the atakor volcanic 
field whose peaks approach a 
height of 3,000m.

The Saharan cheetah is quite 
different in appearance from the 
other african cheetahs. Its coat 
is shorter and paler in colour.

Its range is now limited to 
isolated pockets across the 
Sahara and Sahel from mali in 
the west to the Central african 
Republic in the east.

The subspecies was last 
seen in the Hoggar moun-
tains in 2008-2010 when four 
individuals were recorded by 
camera traps.

In 2012, the IUCN estimated 
the remaining population in 
algeria at just 37. AFP

At the reunion event, Mao emerged from a side door to a conference 
room and ran into his mother’s arms. STR/AFP

In 2012, the IUCN estimated the remaining population of Saharan cheetahs in Algeria at just 37. AFP



THE Washington Nationals 
(Nats) will unveil their 2019 
World Series championship 
rings in a virtual event on Sun-
day, the Major League Baseball 
(MLB) champions said on 
Tuesday.

The Nats said the hour long 
event will be streamed on the 
team’s website and social 
media platforms and will also 
air on MLB Network and the 
local MASN network that car-
ries Nationals games.

Several members from the 
team that vanquished the 
Houston Astros in the 2019 
World Series will make appear-
ances, said the Nats.

“We could not be more excit-
ed to finally share our 2019 

World Series Champions rings 
with our players, staff, and 
fans!” Nats owner Mark Lerner 
said in a statement.

The event will also serve as a 
fundraiser, with those watch-
ing invited to donate to local 
hunger relief efforts.

Teams typically unveil their 
championship rings – and raise 
championship banners at their 
ballparks – at their first home 
game the following season.

The 2020 baseball season, 
scheduled to start on March 
26, has been on hold amid the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

MLB has remained optimis-
tic about getting a shortened 
season underway, but there is 
still no target date.

Earlier this month, Nats 
manager Dave Martinez said 
the team didn’t want to cele-
brate their victory over the 
Astros in October without sup-
porters present.

“For me, this is a big deal, a 
big deal for everybody, so we 
want to include everybody,” 
Martinez said on a conference 
call on May 2.

However, it appears that if 
the season does get underway, 
it’s likely to be without fans in 
attendance.

Those starved to relive the 
Nats’ first World Series title 
since 1924 will get some sol-
ace, however a from a two-part 
documentary the team will air 
this weekend. AFP
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Brady runs drills at school 
with new Bucs teammates

MLB’s Nationals to unveil World 
Series rings in virtual ceremony

SIX-TIME Super Bowl cham-
pion quarterback Tom Brady 
worked out with his new Tam-
pa Bay Buccaneers (Bucs) 
teammates for about two hours 
in early morning drills at a 
Tampa prep school in the US 
state of Florida on Tuesday.

Brady, who spent 20 seasons 
with the New England Patriots 

before signing with the Bucs in 
March, was shown in photo-
graphs by the Tampa Bay Times 
wearing a helmet and shoulder 
pads with an orange jersey, 
although not one bearing his 
traditional number 12.

The newspaper reported 
that Brady displayed solid arm 
strength and directed many of 

his new receivers, walking 
through routes at times to 
show where on the field he 
liked having his targets make 
cuts in the 7-9am session.

Bucs receivers running deep 
routes and taking passes from 
Brady included Mike Evans 
and Scotty Miller, with run-
ning back Dare Ogunbowale, 
tight ends Cameron Brate and 
OJ Howard and quarterbacks 
Ryan Griffin and Blaine Gab-
bert also on hand.

Brady, who signed a two-year 
NFL deal worth $50 million 
with Tampa Bay, took shotgun 
snaps from Bucs centre Ryan 
Jensen before launching his 
spirals in humid conditions as 
he tries to learn coach Bruce 
Arians’ offensive schemes.

NFL training facilities have 
been closed due to the coro-
navirus pandemic but that 
didn’t stop Brady from starting 
to develop a rhythm with his 
new teammates on an artificial 
turf field at Berkeley Prep, 
closed to students due to the 
virus outbreak.

After the workout, Brady 
spent about half an hour with 
his new teammates sitting in 
the stands and building chem-
istry he hopes will pay off with 
a trip to the Super Bowl, set for 
February in Tampa.

Brady is set to play in a char-
ity made-for-television golf 
event on Sunday with former 
NFL quarterback Peyton Man-
ning and US golf stars Phil Mick-
elson and Tiger Woods. AFP

Former Patriots quarterback Tom Brady was spotted working out with 
his new Tampa Bay Buccanneers teammates earlier this week. AFP

(From left to right) Howie Kendrick, Anthony Rendon and Trea Turner of the Washington Nationals celebrate 
a win. The Nationals defeated the Houston Astros for their first World Series title in 2019. GETTY IMAGES/AFP

Five things learned from Bundesliga restart
G

ERMANy’S Bundesliga 
became the first top Eu-
ropean league to restart at 
the weekend with leaders 

Bayern Munich staying four points 
clear following a 2-0 win at Union 
Berlin behind closed doors.

After a two-month hiatus due to 
the coronavirus pandemic, draconi-
an hygiene measures were enforced 
at all nine matches.

The players are being regularly 
tested for the virus and substitutes 
wore face masks while sitting spaced 
out on the benches.

The games took place without 
fans with the players’ voices audible 
inside the empty grounds.

There were modified celebrations to 
avoid contact, with goals being marked 
by elbow bumps and solo dancing.

AFP Sport looks at what we learned 
from the restart:

Easier to referee
With fans absent, the lack of back-

ground noise in stadiums meant the 
referees found it easier to control 
matches.

“Players don’t immediately rush 
towards the referee in the event of 
a controversial decision, they don’t 
form into packs,” said Guido Wink-
mann, who refereed Cologne’s 2-2 
draw with Mainz on Sunday.

“Probably because there are no fans, 
there are less emotions involved.”

Lutz Froehlich, head of the 
Bundesliga’s referees, said he felt 
there was “greater acceptance when 
the referees made their decisions”.

The 62-year-old said players tend-
ed to focus more “on their tasks in 
the game” rather than remonstrat-

ing with match officials.

No home advantage
Without passionate supporters driv-

ing on the home team, only one of the 
weekend’s nine matches was won by 
the hosts when Dortmund smashed 
Schalke 4-0 in the Ruhr derby.

“There is no longer any home ad-
vantage,” said Julian Nagelsmann after 
his RB Leipzig team were held to a 1-1 
draw at home to Freiburg on Saturday.

“Of course, as a host you are used 
to the stadium, et cetera, but if the 
fans are not there, the home advan-
tage is gone.”

Ball in play more
Curiously, the ball was in play 

more – an average of 59:00 minutes 

compared to the season figure of 
57:05, according to sports data com-
pany Deltatre.

It was in play the most in the goal-
less basement battle when Fortuna 
Duesseldorf were held at home by 
bottom side Paderborn, with 62:28 
minutes of action.

The lowest figure recorded was in 
Cologne’s 2-2 draw at Mainz, with the 
ball in play for just 52:23 minutes.

Fewer goals, lots of running
Statistically, there were slightly 

fewer shots – 24.3 compared to 26.8 
– and goals, with 27 in nine games 
for an average of exactly three, down 
from 3.25 before the pandemic.

However, the players worked just 
as hard as before the enforced break.

There were just as many sprints, 
220.1 per club compared to 220.3, 
and teams covered slightly more 
ground at 116.4km, compared to 
116.2km.

Bayern Munich midfielder Joshua 
Kimmich ran the furthest, manag-
ing 12.93km in Berlin.

Keep your (social) distance
The successful return weekend did 

not pass completely without a hitch, 
however, as in the heat of the moment 
some players forgot to avoid contact, 
especially when goals were scored.

Dortmund striker Erling Braut 
Haaland scored the first Bundes-
liga goal for two months, before 
dancing awkwardly alone, clapped 
on by team mates.

However, not everyone could re-
sist keeping their hands off team 
mates during games, in breach of 
league protocol.

Hertha Berlin defender Dedryck 
Boyata apologised for grabbing the 
face of team mate Marko Grujic to 
whisper instructions during their 
3-0 win at Hoffenheim.

“We must definitely be careful 
now that we play under this situa-
tion,” said Boyata.

“We have to adapt our way to play 
or celebrate.”

On Monday, Robert Klein, the 
CEO of the international arm of the 
Bundesliga, said the clubs must re-
mind players of the “guideline to 
celebrate within the social distanc-
ing norms”. AFP

Cardboard cut-outs with portraits of Borussia Moenchegladbach’s supporters are seen 
at the Borussia Park football stadium in Moenchengladbach, western Germany. AFP

Leverkusen’s German midfielder Kai Havertz (centre) scores the opening goal during 
the German first division Bundesliga football match with Werder Bremen. POOL/AFP



SEVERAL races will be staged in the 
run up to the rescheduled Tour de 
France which starts at the end of 
August, an updated cycling calendar 
revealed on Tuesday.

As the ban on the sport is lifted the 
first race in France will be the Route 
d’Occitanie from August 1-4, fol-
lowed by a one day mountain chal-
lenge at Mont Ventoux and then the 
Tour de l’Ain from August 7-9.

Also packed into the programme is 
the shortened Criterium de Dauphine 

from August 12-16 and then the four-
day Tour du Limousin from August 18.

The International Cycling Union 
insisted the dates would be constant-
ly evaluated according to the health 
situation regarding the coronavirus 
pandemic in the country.

The Tour has been rescheduled to 
embark from Nice on August 29 from 
its original June start date in an at-
tempt to make sure the sport’s cen-
tral financial pillar can be staged this 
season. AFP

Tour de France will 
have warm-up races

A slew of races will take place before the grand event kicks off in Nice on August 29. AFP

A South Korean football team is accused of using sex dolls to fill the stands. YONHAP News AGeNCY/AFP
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A top South Korean football club accused 
of using sex dolls to fill empty seats in its 
stands will face disciplinary proceedings 
this week, K-league officials said.

With fans banned from matches 
because of the coronavirus, FC Seoul 
came under fire for deploying dozens 
of silicone spectators wearing T-shirts 
or holding placards with the logo of a 
sex-toy seller.

The K-league said its disciplinary 
committee will review whether the use 
of the mannequins violated the league’s 
rules on promoting obscene materials.

Officials will also discuss whether 
the incident damaged the league’s 
image and integrity.

Violating those rules can result in five 
league points being deducted, or a fine 
of more than five million won ($4,000).

FC Seoul – who beat Gwangju FC 
1-0 in the match – apologised earlier 
this week for causing “deep concern” 
to fans, but has insisted the manne-
quins had no connection to sex toys.

Reports say the mannequin dis-
tributor approached the K-league 
offering to provide its products to 

fill empty stands for free, and was 
introduced to FC Seoul.

The club is considering legal action 
against the mannequin provider, ac-
cording to Korean news reports, but 
regardless of the motive the stunt has 
made headlines around the world.

The K-league’s new season kicked 
off behind closed doors on May 8 af-
ter being postponed for more than 
two months because of the corona-
virus pandemic.

Clubs have used cardboard cut-
outs to fill up the stands. AFP

SK football probes ‘sex doll’ spectators

The night European football struck gold
E

XACTLy 60 years 
ago, in an era when 
going to a big foot-
ball match meant 

cramming together with no 
thought to social distancing, 
127,000 people crowded into 
Hampden Park in Glasgow to 
see the European Cup final 
and were rewarded with “a 
fantasy staged in heaven”. 

Real Madrid beat Eintracht 
Frankfurt 7-3 to win a fifth 
straight European Cup in a 
game that marked both a start 
and an ending.

It was just the fifth year of 
the European Cup’s existence, 
but the brilliance of the foot-
ball and an international tele-
vision audience of 70 million, 
a record for a live broadcast 
by the BBC, created an un-
precedented buzz.

The match also marked the 
end of Real’s first period of Eu-
ropean domination and a final 
international peak for a pair of 
33-year-olds – Ferenc Puskas 
and Alfredo Di Stefano.

Real had other stars includ-
ing winger Francisco Gento, 
defender Jose Santamaria 
and captain Jose Maria Zarra-
ga, but Di Stefano and Puskas 
were the first ‘Galacticos’.

For Di Stefano this was a 
fifth straight final but for Pus-
kas, who had joined Real in 
1958 and missed the previ-
ous year’s final against Reims 
through injury, it was a first.

The Hungarian great was 
nervous, he recalled in an 
interview reproduced in the 
book Puskas on Puskas.

He said: “I was 33 years old. 

I had a bad feeling in the pit 
of my stomach in the dress-
ing room beforehand. I was 
thinking: ‘you’re not 20 any-
more, are you up for this?’”

‘Greatest club side’
Burly forward Richard Kress 

gave the West Germans the 
lead after 18 minutes. But Di 
Stefano and Puskas scored 
the next six goals.

“I reach the pitch and I feel: 
‘I can do this. I know how to do 
this and I want to do it’. That’s 
how I was able to play in a foot-
baller’s old age,” said Puskas.

Intricate passing and re-
lentless movement set up Di 
Stefano for close-range goals 
in the 27th and 30th minutes.

“The sort of football that 
has made them the greatest 
club side the world has ever 
known,” said BBC commen-
tator Kenneth Wolstenholme.

Puskas scored the next four 
in the space of 26 minutes, 
starting with a left-foot drive 
from a narrow angle in first-
half injury time and ending 
with a spin and shot into the 
top corner in the 71st. 

“It was one of those blissful 
times when the whole team 
seemed to play brilliantly and 
we achieved some kind of foot-
balling perfection,” said Puskas.

Eintracht hit back two min-
utes later with a goal by Er-
win Stein, but Madrid replied 
from the kick-off as Di Stefano 

hit the only goal of the game 
scored from outside the box 
with a low left-foot drive.

Di Stefano also struck the 
woodwork twice.

Stein ended the scoring two 
minutes later.

“We couldn’t hear the whis-
tle at the end for the ‘Hamp-
den Roar’,” said Puskas. 

“The whole team seemed to 
strike gold at the same time. It 
was a privilege to be there.”

“We couldn’t get away from 
Glasgow. It took a day to leave. 
We were paraded through the 
centre of town,” he said. “Ev-
erywhere, cheering crowds 
greeted us. you’d have thought 
their team had won.”

“For a few days at least, life 

was perfect. It was a wonder-
ful match.”

In Budapest, the England 
team preparing to face Hun-
gary, without the exiled Pus-
kas, watched on television.

“It was football on a differ-
ent level than I’d been taught,” 
recalled Bobby Charlton. “My 
first thought had been: ‘This 
match is a phoney, edited, film, 
because these players are do-
ing things that aren’t possible, 
aren’t real, aren’t human.’”

England striker Jimmy 
Greaves said he watched 
“gobsmacked”.

One of the youngsters in the 
crowd was 15-year-old Jimmy 
Johnstone, later one of the 
‘Lisbon Lions’ in 1967 but at 

the time a junior at Celtic.
“The match remained the big-

gest single influence on my ca-
reer. It was like a fantasy staged 
in heaven,” Johnstone said later.

Di Stefano stayed at Real until 
1964, Puskas until 1966 when he 
collected a third European Cup 
although, as in 1959, he again 
did not appear in the final.

For both, the game repre-
sented a late peak. 

Before a large live audi-
ence at last, Di Stefano, who 
never played in a World Cup, 
and Puskas, who had limped 
through the 1954 final as 
Hungary let slip a two-goal 
lead against West Germany, 
showed what football could 
be. AFP

Alfredo Di Stefano remains a legend at Real Madrid. AFP Di Stefano helped lead Real Madrid to five European Cup victories. AFP
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