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Niem Chheng

THE UN Office on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC) 
announced in its May 
report that East and South-
east Asia have experienced 
a massive expansion of its 
illicit drug supply in recent 
years as manufacturing has 
evolved and the scale of 
facilities has broadened.

Released last Friday, the 

report noted that the Covid-
19 pandemic is unlikely to 
slow the illegal drug trade, 
especially since organised 
crime groups in the region 
have proven flexible, 
responding to shortages by 
risking more dangerous 
trafficking routes.  

The upgrades in drug 
manufacturing have also 
created purer drugs for low-
er prices, the report said.

Most of the methamphet-
amine manufactured in 
East and Southeast Asia is 
also trafficked and con-
sumed there. 

“Trafficking in the lower 
Mekong region also takes 
place in a variety of ways 
across borders, which are 
porous and difficult to con-
trol. Cross-border move-
ments in many places will 
not be significantly hin-

dered by Covid-19 meas-
ures,” the report said.

It said drug trafficking 
will continue at a high vol-
ume as synthetic drugs 
continue to be produced in 
the Golden Triangle, the 
zone where the borders of 
Laos, Myanmar, and Thai-
land meet and there is lim-
ited government regulation.

Long Kimmarita

T
HE Phnom Penh Municipal 
Administration has warned 
all restaurants and bar own-
ers to comply with the Min-

istry of Health’s instructions and set 
up disinfection facilities at their loca-
tions, or else.

In a directive signed by governor 
Khuong Sreng on Monday, it said some 
restaurants and bars lack caution.

“Therefore to be more effective in 

preventing and controlling the spread 
of Covid-19, all restaurants and can-
teens need to follow the Ministry of 
Health guidelines,” Sreng said.

He advised restaurant owners to 
prepare alcohol or sanitiser gel for 
hand washing at the entrance area 
and to appoint staff to measure the 
temperature of guests before they are 
allowed to enter.

“[We] must keep social distance 
properly as guided by the health min-
istry. In case the restaurant owners dis-

obey the guidelines, the Phnom Penh 
Municipal Administration will tempo-
rarily close their business,” he said.

Pengpich Karuna, a cashier at the 
Boat Noodles Restaurant, told The 
Post on Monday that since February, 
the restaurant has always followed 
the ministry’s guidelines. He noted 
that some restaurants are less con-
cerned with self-protection.

“It used to be that all the guests were 
wearing masks, but now among 10 
guests, only three are wearing them.

“But our restaurant has followed 
this principle. All our staff wear 
masks and we have alcohol and take 
the temperature of arriving custom-
ers at all times. Some of the guests are 
happy to see us do this,” he said.

He welcomed the municipal hall’s 
measure, which requires people, es-
pecially places that have many peo-
ple, to continue precaution.

Pulmonologist Hen Phearak told 

Eateries warned of closure
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Anger after 
M’sia drops 
Wolf of Wall 
Street case

Drug supply booming in 
region, UN report claims

A DEAL to drop money-laundering 
charges linked to the 1MDB scandal 
against a producer of Hollywood hit 
Wolf of Wall Street is terrible for 
Malaysia, the country’s former attor-
ney-general said on Monday.

Riza Aziz, who is also the stepson 
of the country’s disgraced ex-leader 
Najib Razak, was charged last year for 
allegedly receiving nearly $250 mil-
lion from Malaysian sovereign wealth 
fund 1MDB.

Billions of dollars were looted from 
the fund and spent on everything 
from a yacht to art in a huge fraud 
that purportedly involved Najib and 
his cronies.

But last week, Malaysian prosecu-
tors unexpectedly dropped the charg-
es against Riza after he agreed to a deal 
that will see him return about $107 
million in assets to Malaysia. Officials 
insist Riza can still be prosecuted if he 
does not honour the agreement.

Many were angered he had avoided a 
jail term, however, and political rivals 
have suggested the move was linked to 
Najib’s party’s return to power following 
a political upheaval earlier this year.

Malaysia’s former attorney-general 
Tommy Thomas, who had taken the 
decision to prosecute the film pro-
ducer, said the agreement was a 
“sweetheart deal for Riza but terrible 
for Malaysia”.

The US Department of Justice, which 
has been helping Malaysia claw back 
looted funds, “would have returned 
these monies in any event because it 
belongs to Malaysia and was stolen 
from Malaysia”, he said in a statement.

His successor has insisted Thomas 
agreed to drop the charges “in prin-
ciple” – but he rubbished this as “fic-
tion”. “I would have never sanctioned 
this deal,” he said. AFP

precious stones
Hundreds of stone pillars have been found in the Keo seima Wildlife sanctuary in Mondulkiri province. the Department 
of Heritage of the environment ministry said the stones date back millions of years. MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT sTORY > 4
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Kim Sarom

AN ELDERLY woman died in a fire on 
Sunday night after her children made a 
stove fire but then left to drink beer at 
neighbouring houses.

The incident took place around 9pm in 
Snay Proem village, Angkor Reach com-
mune, Preah Sdech district in Prey Veng 
province.

District police chief Chey Sengheang on 
Monday identified the woman as Eang 
Saut, 86. He said the fire caught her stilt-
ed house and she was unable to flee.

Her daughter said her zinc-roofed house 
was made of wood and the woman was not 
able to walk. The daughter said she earned 
a living to provide for her mother and her 
husband.

On the night of the incident, she made 
the fire to cook rice and took her husband 
to drink beer at neighbouring houses. She 
left her mother alone at home.

Sengheang said that a few moments 
later, the fire was seen sweeping the 
house. Villagers had also gathered to 
extinguish the fire.

“The house had a pile of rice straw 
underneath it. So the fire burned very 
strongly and got out of control. I always 
tell [villagers] not to have a pile of rice 

straw. But some don’t listen,” he said.
Neighbours, Sengheang said, told the 

police the victim’s daughter and her hus-
band are alcoholics and on the night of the 
incident, they left the stove under fire.

He said after the incident, police arrived 
at the scene to examine it just in case 
someone had carried out an arson attack. 

But having investigated, specialists con-
firmed that the house was burned by the 
stove fire and not from something else.

He said because the family is poverty-
stricken, the district authority helped them 
with milled rice and some materials to organ-
ise a funeral for the woman. Monks also 
helped the family with some materials.

Continued from page 1

The region has been one of the 
leading opium-producers in 
the world for decades.

According to the UNODC 
report, the supply of precursor 
chemicals is not likely to be 
disrupted for the foreseeable 
future.

The report mentioned that 
local distribution will be 
affected by movement restric-
tions put into place by coun-
tries to combat the spread of 
Covid-19. It cautioned that 
economic hardships could 
increase crime.

“An already vulnerable pop-
ulation of drug users may be 
exposed to additional risks as 
funding is re-prioritised, 
access to programmes and 
services becomes difficult, 
treatment providers are ham-
pered and communities con-
centrate on coping with the 
repercussions of Covid-19,” 
the report said.

The UNODC said the meth-
amphetamine market in East 
and Southeast Asia and its 
neighbouring countries is worth 
up to $61.4 billion per year.

In Cambodia, the use of meth-
amphetamine tablets, crystal-
line methamphetamine, ecstasy, 
heroin and ketamine increased 
last year, while marijuana and 
cocaine use decreased.

But Preah Sihanouk province 
is gaining importance as a 
transfer point for regional and 
inter-regional methampheta-
mine trafficking. Shipments of 
crystal methamphetamine 
have been discovered en route 
to the Philippines and Austral-
ia, according to the report.

It said in March, Thai author-
ities seized more than 600kg of 
crystal methamphetamine 
from several islands in Trat 
province, and the package was 
believed to be destined for 
Sihanoukville before being 
shipped elsewhere.

The four countries in the 

Mekong region – Cambodia, 
Laos, Myanmar and Thailand 
– are also concerned about a 
sharp decrease in prices of the 
drug over the past decade. 

“Notwithstanding the sig-
nificant annual seizures of 
methamphetamine in tablet 
and crystalline forms, average 
retail prices have dropped to 
their lowest level on record, 
indicating widespread availa-
bility,” the report said about 
Cambodia.

According to data from the 
report, the price of one metham-
phetamine tablet was less than 
$2 last year, compared to $4 the 
previous year. The price of crys-
talline methamphetamine 
dropped from $20 per gramme 
in 2017 to less than $15 in 2018.

Deputy secretary-general of 
the National Authority for 
Combating Drugs (NACD) Mak 
Chito told The Post on Monday 
that despite the Covid-19 pan-
demic, drug traffickers were 
still in business, although their 
activities have slowed. 

He said traffickers are afraid 
of the virus and authorities are 
strictly controlling border 
movements because of it. 

“In the past, there were many 
borders crossings. Now, they 
are afraid of the police, Mili-
tary Police and soldiers along 
the borders. So, we’re seeing 
that they are not so active in 
Cambodia,” he said.

“But on the global level, their 
activities are not decreasing,” he 
said, adding Cambodia is not a 
drug-producing country.

Chito said drug use across 
the world was skewed towards 
methamphetamine because it 
is easy to produce.

“We are doing better than 
other neighbouring countries 
because we have been trying 
hard through our anti-drug 
campaign. We prevent and 
crack down on drugs. 

“But some countries have 
gangsters. We don’t have any-
thing like the mafia,” he said.
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The small house burned after a stove fire was left unattended. facebook

Methamphetamine 
prices drop accross 
the region: UNODC 

Elderly woman dies in house fire

Search on in Pursat for land-clearing boss
Long Kimmarita

OFFICIALS in Pursat province 
say they continue to search for 
perpetrators who cleared for-
est land at the western part of 
Stung Atai’s hydropower area 
located at Veal Veng district.

Pursat provincial deputy gov-
ernor Khoy Rida told The Post 
on Monday that on Saturday 
afternoon, under a direct order 
from Pursat provincial gover-
nor Mao Thornin, a group 
checked the forest land in ques-

tion after it was reported that 
someone had cleared it.

Officials said they want to 
catch and punish those 
responsible and then plant 
trees to restore the area.

“It took time to get across the 
water there and the perpetra-
tor escaped,” Rida said, adding 
that “we still cannot measure 
the whole of the damage yet”. 

Kampong Chhnang and Pur-
sat provincial Adhoc coordina-
tor Sam Chankea said the oper-
ation to protect the forest land 

in this area is not too late yet.
He said the provincial author-

ity should put in the effort to 
find the suspects behind the 
clearance of forest land and 
that so far, some areas were 
cleared but most of the perpe-
trators were not arrested. 
Meanwhile, he said, innocent 
people had been arrested.

“In O’som and Veal Veng, two 
or three citizens who were not 
involved in clearing land in the 
restricted area were detained. 
The ringleader behind the 

operation, however, has not 
been caught,” he said.

Chankea said the clearing of 
forest land was started by a 
small group of people sup-
ported by the ringleader who 
gets them to clear the forest 
from one area to another.

He said poor people are per-
suaded to clear the forest land 
and then grow crops. When 
authorities intervene they 
claim that they have been per-
manently living on the land for 
a long time.

Man got virus ‘after departing’
Khorn Savi

M
INISTRY of 
Health spokes-
woman Or Van-
din said on Mon-

day that Cambodia had not 
received any official confirma-
tion from Vietnam that one of 
its citizens had contracted the 
novel coronavirus while stay-
ing in the Kingdom. 

Vandine said the ministry is 
paying close attention to the 
issue following a Vietnamese 
newspaper report that the 
man got infected before re-
turning to Vietnam from Siem 
Reap province.

However, she insisted that 
the Kingdom had found no 
other Covid-19 cases besides 
the 122 patients who had all 
fully recovered.

“We haven’t heard from Viet-
nam. If there is any new Covid-
19 case, the ministry will in-
form the public,” she said.

The VnExpress online news-
paper reported on Saturday 
that four Vietnamese nationals 
returning from overseas tested 
positive for Covid-19, bringing 
the total number of infections 
in the country to 318.

It said one of the four – a 39-
year-old from Tan Chau district 
in the southeastern province of 
Tay Ninh which borders Cam-
bodia – travelled by bus from 
his hometown to Siem Reap 

on January 10 and returned to 
Vietnam illegally on May 2 as 
the borders remained closed 
amid the pandemic.

It said the man took a mo-
tor-taxi from the Cambodian 
border to his mother’s home 
in Tan Chau. He then report-
ed to local police about his 
return and was isolated for a 
Covid-19 test on May 3.

His results came out negative 
on May 5, but he tested positive 
after a second test on Friday.

The report came the same day 

Cambodia announced that its 
last Covid-19 patient had been 
discharged from hospital.

Vandine said it was too early 
to assume the Vietnamese 
man had contracted the virus 
in Cambodia as the contagious 
disease can spread anytime 
and anywhere, especially when 
an individual or group travelled 
from one place to another.   

“I wish to stress that it can-
not be assumed the man con-
tracted the virus in Cambodia. 
Before reportedly testing posi-

tive, he had already been in 
Vietnam for 14 days,” she said.

Cambodian government 
spokesperson Phay Siphan 
said a newspaper report is 
generally a “clue”.

“Between nation and na-
tion, only information re-
ceived through cooperation 
between the Cambodian 
Ministry of Health and our 
Vietnamese counterpart is of-
ficial. Governments give offi-
cial information, but journal-
ists only give clues,” he said.

Early last month, Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen took issue with 
the Vietnam News Agency 
(VNA), which he said had pub-
lished “bad news” about Cam-
bodia by placing it among other 
European countries that could 
pose Covid-19 risks to Vietnam.

Siem Reap city governor 
Nuon Putheara said he was 
not sure what the Vietnamese 
man came to Siem Reap for, 
and referred reporters to the 
provincial health department.

Provincial health depart-
ment director Kros Sarath 
said the Vietnamese man 
most likely contracted the vi-
rus in Vietnam.

“He tested negative on May 
4 and had not been confirmed 
Covid-19 positive until May 
15, nearly two weeks after 
returning to Vietnam. So we 
suspect he got infected in his 
home country,” he said.

Ministry of Health spokewoman Or Vandin said Cambodia has no confir-
mation that a Vietnamese man got Covid-19 in the Kingdom. hong menea
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Continued from page 1

The Post on monday he 
is still concerned about a  
potential second wave of 
infections as people are less 
anxious to protect themselves 
like before.

He said the outbreak was un-
predictable and requires the 
participation of all citizens.

“The import of new vi-
ruses from outside the coun-
try is preventable by closing 
the borders and preventing 
flights, but infection in the 
country is most common in 
public places like supermar-
kets, cinemas, restaurants, 
and karaoke bars,” he said.

Prime minister Hun Sen has 
called on the public to remain 

vigilant against the pandemic 
despite the Kingdom reporting 
no new cases of Covid-19 since 
its last patient was discharged 
from hospital on Saturday.

The 36-year-old woman was 
among a total of 122 patients 
to have fully recovered.

The health ministry also 
said Cambodia has not been 
complacent and is working 

to prevent a second wave of 
infections, especially avoid-
ing import of the contagious 
disease.

It said several people, es-
pecially migrant workers, 
have returned from virus-hit 
countries including Thailand, 
though the majority of them 
have been quarantined, tested 
and cleared of the disease.

Eateries told to enforce anti-virus measures

S’ville residents protest new road
Soth Koemsoeun 

a GROUP of 162 families from 
Commune IV’s Village 4 in Sih-
anoukville on monday protest-
ed the building of a new road 
by the authorities, claiming that 
it affected their houses. 

as part of the protest, they 
also called on the authorities 
to negotiate with them to find 
a solution.

One of the protesters, Bun 
Nhem, 45, said on monday that 
the authorities had informed 
them to dismantle houses and 
constructions that affected the 
construction of Road 200 in the 
village from may 13 onwards.

He said the authorities want-
ed to build a road 40m wide 
and more than 1,000m long but 
the protesters requested that 
the width be decreased to 17m, 
which they think is enough.

“If the 40m road is built, some 
families will lose their houses and 
land, and mostly everybody owes 
money to the banks,” he said.

another resident who chose 

to remain anonymous said the 
authorities should communi-
cate and collaborate with 
residents because the road 
affects their livelihoods.

Residents who live on the land 
in question don’t hold hard land 
titles. Instead, they have letters 
certifying their residences 
which have been acknowledged 
by authorities. They have lived 
on the land since 1988.

“We residents prohibit [this 
road] development. Develop-
ment that affects many resi-
dents should be coordinated, 
and [the authorities] should 
think how this affects poor 
people,” he said.

Commune IV chief Seng Nim 
said on monday that the town 
and Preah Sihanouk provincial 
authorities had informed the 
residents that they must dis-
mantle all types of construc-
tions which encroach on the 
pavement because the author-
ities need to build the road.

He said the residents have the 
right to live on the land but in the 

end, if the authorities need some-
thing, they have to collaborate.

“I ask that our brothers and 
sisters collaborate with the 
authorities to build the new 
clean road together in  
Sihanoukville.

“most of them have two or 
three houses. I say that it 
doesn’t affect them very much 
because we have to build this 
road with pedestrian crossings, 
painted lines and correct traffic 
signs. Overall, we want to build 
it properly,” Nim said.

municipal Governor y Sok-
leng said on monday that 
authorities had not widened 
the road and maintained that 
it had always been 40m wide. 

He took issue with people 
who had built constructions 
on the pavement.

“We are building the road for 
the common good. We wid-
ened the road according to the 
existing layout. It’s normal for 
residents who used to live on 
the land to protest. 

“Obviously, in the past, we’ve 

built roads that affected peo-
ple. But they made donations 
to the authorities for the com-
mon good,” Sokleng said.

Provincial Department of 
Public Works and Transport 
director Borey Vongsanit could 
not be reached for comment 
on monday.

a notice issued by the depart-
ment dated may 13 said it will 
repair the road and install the 
main sewer system soon.

It suggested residents con-
tribute to maintaining order, 
improving beauty and reducing 
traffic jams along Road 200.

The notice said all house and 
business owners making use of 
public pavements along Road 
200 in the commune must dis-
mantle their constructions.  

They must demolish terraces 
protruding onto the road and ter-
races higher than the road on their 
own to leave space for pedestri-
ans. If they refuse to do so, a joint 
force will dismantle them without 
taking responsibility for damage 
or loss of materials.

Kim Sarom
 

aN 18-yEaR-OLD man was 
rushed to the Choam Ksan 
district referral hospital after 
he sustained serious head in-
juries on Sunday when the ex-
cavator he was using to dig a 
canal hit an anti-tank mine in 
Kamprak village, yeang com-
mune, Preah Vihear province.

yeang commune police chief 
Chum Savin told The Post on 
monday that Sok Rotha was 
hired to drive the excavator. He 
is from Banteay meanchey prov-
ince and is receiving treatment.

“He was hit by shrapnel, 
leaving his head injured rath-
er seriously, but he didn’t die. 
He was digging out a canal 
when he hit the mine which 
exploded,” Savin said.

Savin said Rotha told police 
that as he was driving the ex-
cavator in the village, an ex-
plosion occurred shaking his 
excavator. He also felt pain in 
his head and the machinery 
was damaged.

“But he didn’t know that he 
hit a mine, and moments lat-
er, many people had swarmed 
the scene,” Savin said.

The area where the explo-
sion took place, Savin said, is 
a former battlefield between 
government forces and the 
Khmer Rouge. 

He said in the past three 
years there have been three 
cases of anti-tank mines ex-
ploding, but no one has died.

Preah Vihear provincial dep-

uty police chief Sam Samoeun, 
who is in charge of the ammu-
nition management plan in the 
province, said on monday that 
across the province, there were 
not many anti-tank mine explo-
sions because the explosion area 
did not have many mines left.

moreover, he said, the Cam-
bodian mine action Center 
(CmaC) had cleared them al-
most completely at areas along 
the Cambodia-Thailand border. 

“The anti-tank mine was 
left over from wartime. It was 
planted on the road to blow 
up cars,” Samoeun said.

He said in the province, no 
one had died of mines and 
only one person had been in-
jured this year. 

“Currently, the CmaC is 
based near the [Preah Vi-
hear] temple. When people 
spot unexploded mines they 
call the CmaC in to collect 
them,” he said.

P Vihear excavator 
driver hit by sharpnel

Plans to clear 
backlog of legal 
cases unveiled 
Voun Dara

T
HE ministry of Justice 
on monday unveiled 
details of its new na-
tional campaign to ease 

congested prisons by clearing an 
immense backlog of court cases.

Speaking during a press con-
ference, its minister Koeut Rith 
said the number of cases in-
creased after the government 
stepped up its efforts to com-
bat natural resource and forest 
crimes over the past two years.

He said the anti-drug cam-
paign also largely contributed 
to an increase in prisoners.

“Criminal cases have in-
creased a lot at the municipal 
and provincial courts. The 
number of detainees in pris-
ons has also increased a lot, 
thereby causing overcrowding.

“There’s especially been a 
spike in cases and detainees 
during the campaign to com-
bat drugs,” he said.

In six months, he said the 
ministry hopes to clear 50 
to 70 per cent of the nearly 
40,000 court cases currently 
awaiting review.

Of the almost 40,000 cases, 
6,260 are drug-related and 
seen as a high priority for the 
six-month campaign.

Rith mentioned some of the 
measures he planned on im-
plementing to streamline the 
process in the courts.  

First, the ministry encourages 
prosecutors to charge suspects 
by submitting cases directly to 
judges for misdemeanour tri-
als. The goal of this measure is 
to speed up case processing by 
skipping unnecessary admin-
istrative work. 

Secondly, the ministry now 
encourages investigative judg-
es to place criminals convicted 
of misdemeanour offences un-
der court supervision instead 
of pre-trial detention, if the na-
ture of the offence allows it.

Lastly, the ministry encour-
ages judges to suspend the sen-
tences of criminals convicted 
of misdemeanour offences if 
possible. While their sentences 
are suspended, the criminals 
would still be expected to fulfil 
some obligations.

The anti-drug campaign, 
which began in 2016 and 
ended on april 30 this year, 
was instrumental in the filing 
of 30,000 drug cases involving 
60,000 arrests.

Of the 60,000 detainees, drug 
users were sent to correctional 
centres while drug offenders 
were sent to courts. In total, 

1,659kg of drugs were seized.
Rith said the municipal and 

provincial courts currently 
have nearly 40,000 cases 
while the country has de-
tained 12,651 suspects, 6,900 
of whom were detained for 
drug-related offences.

He said the Phnom Penh 
municipal Court alone had as 
many as 12,000 unprocessed 
cases last year.

Some provincial courts ex-
perienced a similar challenge, 
especially provinces with a high 
amount of drug-related crimes.

“I have been informed that 
the Phnom Penh municipal 
Court has tried to work with 
care and a high spirit of respon-
sibility. according to data, one 
judge may process as many as 
129 cases a year on average. 

The judges work hard, but the 
cases keep increasing. The ca-
pacity of a judge cannot keep up 
with the rise of cases nowadays 

in terms of human resources, 
means and materials,” he said.

Rith also welcomed civil 
society organisations to col-
laborate on the campaign. 

Rights group adhoc investi-
gative officer Soeng Sen Karuna 
applauded the invitation to col-
laborate and said his organisa-
tion is prepared to do so.

“Our civil society side also 
has some unprocessed cases 
in the hands of the courts. We 
will join the ministry of Jus-
tice in cases where adhoc has 
legal representation,” he said.

“If there is something ir-
regular, we will write a report 
or provide information to the 
ministry for measures on pro-
cessing the cases, especially 
for those who engage in ille-
gal practices,” he said.

The ministry also said the 
campaign must be based on a 
legal basis and it will not allow 
opportunists to exploit it.

Minister of Justice Koeut Rith announced the ministry’s new six-month 
campaign to clear backlogged court cases on Monday. heng chivoan

Sok Rotha was unaware he hit an 
anti-tank mine when an explosion 
shook his excavator. cmac
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Facebook confirms deleting 
dubious Covid-19 postings
Niem Chheng

F
aCEBOOK’S pub-
lic policy director for 
Southeast asia Rafael 
Frankel said at a press 

conference on monday that 
hundreds of thousands of com-
ments and posts about Covid-
19 had been deleted from the 
social media platform for con-
taining information that could 
lead to physical harm.

meanwhile, ministry of In-
formation spokesperson meas 
Sophorn said the ministry has 
warned the public about more 
than 30 Facebook accounts 
which were suspected of ac-
tively spreading misinforma-
tion about Covid-19.

Frankel said: “I don’t have 
statistics to share for Cam-
bodia. What I can say is that 
globally, we have hundreds of 
thousands of pieces of misin-
formation that could lead to 
harm. We don’t usually sepa-
rate our data on a country-by-
country basis.”

However, he said in Cam-
bodia, Facebook received 
reports from a wide range of 
users about misinformation, 
and the company actively 
sought it out as well.

Only misinformation which 
could lead to physical harm 
was removed, he said, and for 
those decisions, Facebook re-
lied on outside experts.

“So, in the context of Covid-
19, we are guided by the World 
Health Organisation and other 
global health experts about 
what kinds of content can lead 
to physical harm,” Frankel said.

In addition to removing 
harmful misinformation, Fran-
kel said the social platform re-
cently launched other features 
to help people in Cambodia 
move their businesses online. 

He said Facebook is cur-
rently working with the US 
agency for International De-
velopment (USaID) to fund 

women entrepreneurs.
The new programme is ex-

pected to provide up to 1,700 
young women entrepreneurs 
with specialised business 
training.

Sophorn told The Post on 
monday that at the beginning 
of the pandemic, Cambodia 
encountered large amounts of 
misinformation about Covid-
19, such as misconceptions 
about how the virus was spread 
and what its symptoms were.

“But at the same time, we saw 
some Facebook users share 

real information confirmed 
by relevant authorities about 
Covid-19,” Sophorn said.

He said the ministry had col-
laborated with relevant insti-
tutions and Facebook to fight 
against the misinformation. 

asked if Facebook had 
shut down accounts or pages 
deemed harmful in Cambo-
dia, Sophorn said: “yes, there 
is some degree of cooperation 
from Facebook. It stopped or 
suspended those Facebook ac-
counts following requests from 
the ministry.” 

Khorn Savi

HUNDREDS of stone pillars 
have been found in the Keo 
Seima Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Sen monorom commune, 
O’Raing district, mondulkiri 
province, and authorities said 
they were formed by volcanic 
lava millions of years ago.

mondulkiri provincial envi-
ronment department director 
Keo Sopheak said on monday 
that the stones were inspected 
by officers of the ministry of 
Environment a week ago.

The stone pillars found in of 
Keo Seima Wildlife Sanctuary 
are similar to those found in 
January at the Nam Lea Wild-
life Sanctuary in Bou Sra com-
mune, Pech Chreada district. 

The Department of Heritage  
of the ministry of Environment 
estimated that the stones date 
back millions of years.  

The location of the stone pil-
lars in the main area of the Wild-
life Sanctuary cannot be entered 
by citizens, said Sopheak. These 
stones have different lengths 
from 1-3m. Some pillars are still 
under the ground while some 
surfaced after the rain.

an ethnic minority group in 
Bou Sra found the location of 
the stone pillars 10km from 
houses and 40m from the 
Vietnamese border. The eth-
nic minority group admitted 

that they tried to take out the 
pillars to sell in Vietnam.

The ministry sent officers to 
check the location of the stone 
pillars and has begun to study 
them to create a world heri-
tage region named “Lammes” 
and develop eco-tourism in 
the future after finding many 
great trees there as well.

Prey Long activist Kroeung 
Tola said according to informa-
tion he received, this type of 
stone is sought after in Vietnam 
and China. One pillar 40cm in 
width and three metres high 
can be sold for $2,000 to $4,000. 

“There are Vietnamese and 
Chinese businessmen who 
desire this stone. I want the 
ministry to take serious mea-
sures to employ proper forest 
rangers and encourage com-
munities not to cut down trees 
and protect the stones.”

ministry of Environment 
spokesman Neth Pheaktra 
said the stone pillars are im-
portant for heritage. He said 
the ministry is still studying 
the location of the stones to 
prepare a development plan 
and organise eco-tourism. 

“Those stones are valuable for 
studying history, biodiversity, 
and our heritage. In protected 
areas, there are not only natural 
minerals and biodiversity but 
also a heritage that we need to 
protect,” Pheaktra said

Hundreds of rare 
stone pillars found 
in m’kiri sanctuary

Facebook recently removed hundreds of thousands of misleading posts and comments about Covid-19 which 
were deemed harmful by third party experts. hean rangsey
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

KHSaCH Kandal district authori-
ties in Kandal province demanded 
answers from several companies on 
monday after they were accused of 
filling in parts of Svay Chrum com-
mune’s Krabao Trabot canal without 
permission. 

District governor Bun Pheng told 
The Post on monday that the district 
administration recently discovered 
that companies which own land 
close to the canal had started to fill 
it with soil to build a road connect-
ing their locations.

The move drew criticism from the 
public, who called on local authori-
ties to perform their duty and pre-
vent the seizure of state land.

after witnessing the violation, the 
Svay Chrum administration urged vil-
lage and commune authorities to order 
the companies to stop their actions. 

Pheng said representatives from the 
companies and all related parties were 
called to a meeting to solve the issue. 

“I put a stop to the canal removal 
last Friday and on monday at noon, 
Svay Chrum commune authorities 
called the related parties to meet 
and tackle the problem at the dis-
trict hall. I haven’t received a report 
from the commune about the re-
sults yet,” he said.

Commune chief Son Sambor told 
The Post that 40 per cent of the canal 
was removed without permission.

He said authorities will make the 
owners of the companies and related 
parties find a way to restore the canal.

Then, they will have to install a 
pipe system under the road that 
connects their land to prevent the 

loss of the canal.
“The canal is very important for 

citizens now and in the future. We 
must prevent its removal,” he said. 

Sambor did not identify which 
companies had filled in the canal.

Huor Nan Travel Company represen-
tative Te Huor Kimsreng acknowledged 
that his company owns land along the 
western side of the canal but he said 
the company has no plans to fill in the 
canal for future development. 

He said his company had not filled 
in the canal in the past and it does 
not support the action.

“The canal is an important system 
that prevents floods during the rainy 
season in Svay Chrum. Our compa-
ny supports authorities in protect-
ing this canal,” Kimsreng said.

Seng Sorya, a Svay Chrum commune 
citizen, told The Post on monday that 
since the location is being developed 
into flats and condos, some ponds and 
canals have been removed.

“I am happy with development 
nowadays but I am not happy with 
some of the actions by some com-
panies who illegally fill soil into the 
public’s canals, for instance in Svay 
Chrum,” he said.

On may 8, minister of Water Re-
sources and meteorology Lim Kean 
Hor expressed concern about the 
ability of typically rainy areas to 
avoid floods because of the removal 
of rivers, lakes, ponds and canals.

Kean Hor said construction com-
panies blocking waterways without 
asking permission played a role in 
his assessment. 

He called for all 25 municipal and 
provincial governors to help prevent 
these types of offences.

Companies questioned 
about Kandal canal fillingNGO head calls out officials

Soth Koemsoeun

C
IVIL society organisation 
aCNCIPO head Chea Hean 
said on monday he will 
send a letter to minister of 

Environment Say Sam al next week 
requesting officials to investigate 
Central Cardamom National Park 
director Chea yuthea and Southern 
Cardamom National Park director 
Long Si for allowing illegal loggers to 
transport timber through the parks. 

But officials say he needs more 
evidence.

Hean said: “The two officials are 
corrupt. They don’t prevent perpetra-
tors from logging in the Cardamom 
National Park Conservation area.

“They did not crack down on 
crimes. Instead, they conspired 
with the traders. I plan to submit a 
request next week to the minister 
of Environment to investigate these 
two people.

Hean said on monday that he and 
a team of nine Phnom Oral Wildlife 
Sanctuary rangers had been patrol-
ling the sanctuary last weekend 
when they came across several trac-
tors transporting timber. 

He said one perpetrator dropped 
the timber from his tractor and 
drove away, leaving 50 pieces of logs 
between three and five metres long.

Hean said the logs were smuggled 
from the sanctuary and the South-
ern and Central Cardamom moun-
tains in Pursat province.

He said the traders planned on 
selling the lumber to a sawmill in 
Kampong Speu province, which 
would require them to pass through 
several Forestry administration of-
fices. But Hean said officials let the 

loggers pass without a hitch.
If Sam al refuses to investigate 

the two park directors, Hean said 
he would file an additional case to 
the courts requesting action.

He said yuthea and Si refused to 
collaborate with his organisation 
and hid information about forest 
crimes in the past.

yuthea and Si could not be reached 
for comment on monday.

But provincial Department of En-
vironment director Pan morakat said 
Hean’s comments were not true and 
baseless.

He maintained that his rangers 
have cooperated with several nation-
al and international organisations in 
their conservation efforts in the Cen-
tral Cardamom National Park and the 
Southern Cardamom National Park.

morakat said their teamwork resulted 
in the prevention of many forest crimes. 
He said aCNCIPO had never sought 
communication with his rangers.

as for the crimes Hean is reporting, 

he said he didn’t know where they 
had occurred.

“about his request to the ministry 
of Environment to investigate the 
two officials, I have no comment. It 
depends on him and the decision of 
higher authorities.

“I would like to say that before 
he accuses any official, he should 
come down directly and ask for de-
tails first,” morakat said.

Secretary of state and ministry 
spokesman Neth Pheaktra said on 
monday that he has asked Hean to 
help him find more evidence to prove 
that the two officials are corrupt.

If he has clear evidence, Pheak-
tra said, he should file a complaint 
with the anti-Corruption Unit, 
which handles cases involving of-
ficial corruption.

“If he has evidence that shows the 
individuals are corrupt, he should 
present it. Just showing images doesn’t 
provide a solid legal basis to imple-
ment legal action,” he said.

Chea Hean blames park officials for failing to stop illegal logging. chea hean via facebook

Win-Win monument to 
be erected in Koh Kong 
Ry Sochan

KOH Kong is organising the 
construction of a Win-Win 
memorial at the Lok yeay mao 
slope near National Road 48 in 
Khemarak Phoumin city for 
the public to understand the 
history of what happened in 
the province.

Koh Kong provincial hall 
deputy governor and spokes-
man Sok Sothy told The Post on 
monday that there would be a 
groundbreaking for the monu-
ment to be built after Deputy 
Prime minister and minister of 
National Defence Tea Banh 
attended the announcement of 
the sub-committee for the 
monument’s construction.

“On may 17, Samdech Pichey 
Sena Tea Banh, the leader of 
the national team on the con-
struction of the Win-Win mon-
ument visited the site in Smach 
meanchey district of Khema-
rak Phoumin city,” he said.

However, he said, there is no 
information yet confirming 
the construction’s starting 
date.

The Koh Kong provincial 
administration’s website quot-
ed provincial governor Phou-
thong mithona as saying she 
fully supported the study and 
construction of a memorial to 
end the civil war in Cambodia 
through Prime minister Hun 
Sen’s Win-Win policy.

“I request to all relevant stake-
holders to fully participate and 
cooperate in the process of his-

torical research at the location 
– the historical research of 
Democratic Kampuchea, 
research documents, evidence 
and historical content for edu-
cational programmes and exhi-
bitions to promote construction 
as planned,” she said.

The monument will be 59m 
high and located in Boeng 
Khun Chhang village, Smach 
meanchey district, Khemarak 
Phoumin city along national 
road 48, more than 10km from 
the Khemarak Phoumin.

The ministry of National 
Defence website quoted Nem 
Sowath, Tea Banh’s special 
adviser and director-general of 
the General Department of 
Politics and Foreign affairs, as 
saying that in the past, Koh 
Kong has had a national lib-

eration movement with Prime 
minister Hun Sen, Say 
Phuthorng, a permanent 
member of the CPP, who 
passed away, and minister of 
National Defence Tea Banh.

The movement was histori-
cally credited for joining the 
national liberation movement 
in late 1978 and early 1979 in the 
southwest of this province.

“Constructing a Win-Win 
monument in Koh Kong prov-
ince will become a historical 
military landmark.

“In addition to the monu-
ment, there are museums peo-
ple can visit to find out what 
happened in Koh Kong prov-
ince and its connection to 
national history, which brought 
peace and development to this 
day,” Sowath said.

The memorial will celebrate the end of Cambodia’s civil war and pay hom-
age to Prime Minister Hun Sen’s Win-Win policy. koh kong provincial hall
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USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,108 1.4074 7.1177 107.27 4.3700 1.4268 32.04 0.6444 1.0803 1.2105

STOCK markets rose on monday 
as a further easing of lockdowns 
around the world offset another 
round of data highlighting the 
sharp economic pain being 
inflicted by the virus.

Traders also looked past a 
warning from the head of the 
US Federal Reserve (Fed) that 
a full recovery would likely 
not come until next year, and 
a vaccine would be needed to 
get things back to normal.

With infection and death rates 
falling in some of the worst-hit 
countries, governments are 
slowly allowing businesses to 
re-open and people to venture 
out again, with top-tier football 
returning in Germany – albeit 
in empty stadiums.

California’s governor said the 
state was 75 per cent up and 
running, New york is also lifting 
the shutters in some regions, 
and apple said almost 100 of 
its stores were now open.

“With the worst of the pan-
demic likely behind us, central 
bank-supported equity mar-
kets are unlikely to re-test their 
lows,” said Seema Shah at Prin-
cipal Global Investors LLC.

But she added that “while re-
opening momentum may well 
carry risk assets a bit higher 
over the near term, the tepid 
economic recovery and deep 
uncertainty over the virus out-
look argue against a pivot to 
more risk-on positioning”.

Tokyo ended 0.5 per cent 
higher, Hong Kong gained 0.6 
per cent and Shanghai closed 
0.2 per cent up.

Sydney jumped more than 
one per cent, Singapore 
added 0.9 per cent and Seoul 
was 0.5 per cent higher, while 
there were also gains in Wel-
lington, Bangkok and Jakarta.

But manila dropped more 
than one per cent and mumbai 
shed almost three per cent af-
ter the Indian government ex-
tended its lockdown until may 
31. The Cambodia Securities 
Exchange fell 0.41 per cent.

In early trade, London 
rose two per cent, Frankfurt 
jumped 2.2 per cent and Paris 
climbed 1.8 per cent.

axiCorp Financial Services 
Pty Ltd’s Stephen Innes said: 
“Good news for the market and 
the economy as a whole is that 
businesses worldwide are re-
opening, albeit in fits and starts.

“While restaurants are open-
ing at minimal capacity and 
mall traffic remains depressed, 
traffic congestion is beginning 
to tick significantly higher, sug-
gesting that people feel confi-
dent in leaving their homes.

“Indeed, this is huge as the 
global recovery will fall 100 per 
cent on the back of consumer 
confidence.”

Short downturn
The gains come despite a 

flurry of downbeat economic 
data, including monday’s news 
that Japan had fallen into its 

first recession since 2015.
While the January-march 

contraction was not as bad as 
expected, observers warned the 
current quarter would likely be 
much worse.

That followed a warning from 
Fed boss Jerome Powell that 
the US economy could “easily” 
collapse 20 to 30 per cent this 
quarter, and unemployment 
could peak at 20 to 25 per cent 
– although he added “it should 
be a much shorter downturn 
than you would associate with 
the 1930s” during the Great De-
pression.

“market reaction to these dire 
data releases was short lived, 
suggesting investors are now 
placing more value on forward 
looking indicators rather than 
real economic prints, which we 
all know have been negatively 
impacted by containment mea-
sures against Covid-19,” said 
Rodrigo Catril at National aus-
tralia Bank.

Still, uncertainty over the 
economic outlook continues to 
play in the background, while 
there are also concerns about 
brewing tensions between 
China and the United States, 
which notched a little higher 
at the weekend when Washing-
ton ramped up sanctions on 
Huawei Technologies Co Ltd by 
cutting it off from global chip-
makers.

Beijing responded by saying 
it would take “necessary mea-
sures” to protect the company 
and others.

Oanda Corp analyst Jeffrey 
Halley said: “If Washington DC’s 
intent to escalate trade issues 
has markets nervous, it is being 
trumped by the increasing pace 
of lockdown reopenings around 
the world, and the expected 
follow-on uptick in economic 
activity.”

The reopenings continue 
to boost oil prices, with West 
Texas Intermediate – which last 
month fell below zero – break-
ing $30 for the first time since 
mid-march.

“There’s been a very sharp 
reaction by US producers in 
cutting output and that’s gone 
a long way in alleviating the 
stress on the system,” said Dan-
iel Hynes of aNZ, adding he did 
not see prices going back below 
$20 unless there was another 
mass wave of infections.

analyst Neil Wilson at trading 
site markets.com said: “Equities 
and oil are higher as investors 
cautiously welcome signs lock-
downs are ending – but markets 
remain in this tug-of-war pat-
tern where we simply do not 
know whether the damage will 
be a lot worse than feared or the 
recovery will be much swifter.

“Gold has emerged as a clear 
winner from the economic 
turmoil created by the pan-
demic,” Wilson added after 
gold hit $1,765.19 per ounce 
– the highest level since Octo-
ber 2012. AFP

Global equities mostly 
up as countries reopenSmE competition set for July

Thou Vireak 

T
HE private sector 
plans to launch the 
first small and medi-
um-sized enterprise 

(SmE) competition in Cam-
bodia to promote the SmE 
sector and seek financial 
loan support for business ex-
pansion.

PLmP Venture Capital Co 
Ltd, the investment arm of Sin-
gapore-based blockchain firm 
PLmP FinTech Pte Ltd, and 
the Federation of association 
for Small and medium Enter-
prises of Cambodia (Fasmec) 
have jointly organised the 
event, which will take place on 
July 3 at the Himawari Hotel in 
Phnom Penh.

Fasmec president Te Taing-
por told The Post on monday 
that the event will help SmEs 
in Cambodia who are facing a 
shortage of capital to expand 
their businesses. “We set up 
this competition to find the 
winners in the SmE sector 
and also promote them.”

Through the competition, 
entrepreneurial candidates 
will demonstrate their ability 
to manage their businesses, 
he said. “This serves to en-
dorse SmE entrepreneurs that 
adopt and adhere to hygienic 

practices in the preparation 
of their products.”

mao Sothea, a sales man-
ager at Kirirom Food Product 
Co Ltd, a mango processing 
factory, told The Post that the 
competition will give entre-
preneurs exposure and an 
opportunity to find the sup-
port and funding they need. 

“The event will provide 
SmE entrepreneurs the op-

portunity to seek out invest-
ment partners and expand 
their operations,” she said.

Currently, the government 
is making an effort to support 
SmEs in Cambodia through 
the SmE Bank with a $150 
million capital investment to 
provide low-interest loans to 
the SmE sector in Cambodia.

at the same time, the gov-
ernment has also disbursed 

$50 million in financing 
through the agriculture and 
Rural Development Bank 
(aRDB) to support SmEs in 
the agro-industrial sector.

The top three winners of 
the competition will receive 
a trophy plus a certificate and 
qualify for funding of up to $1 
million in investment from 
PLmP Venture Capital, it said 
in a statement.

The private sector plans to launch the first small- and medium-sized enterprise (SME) competition in 
Cambodia to promote the SME sector and seek financial loan support for business expansion. POST STAFF

SECC eases derivative regulation

SoftBank Group reports $9B annual net loss

May Kunmakara

THE Securities and Exchange 
Commission of Cambodia 
(SECC) has approved an 
amendment which will 
make it easier for deriva-
tive brokers to receive 
licences.

The relaxation of 
requirements for the 
derivatives market 
aims to boost 
investor inter-
est in it after it 
gained trac-
tion in recent 
years.

accord-
ing to an 
S E C C 

announcement on may 11, the 
amendment will make the 
process of applying for an 
SECC licence more efficient 

for derivative brokers.
“The Securities and 

Exchange Commission 
of Cambodia would 
like to inform the 
directors of derivative 
brokers and the pub-
lic that the SECC 

approved Pra-
kas No 005/20 
dated may 5, 
2020, which 
amends Pra-
k a s  No 
004/15 dat-
ed July 2, 
2015 on 

the licensing of derivative bro-
kers,” said the announcement.

SECC director-general Sou 
Socheat (pictured) told The Post 
on monday that the amendment 
will reduce the requirements on 
licensing and the minimum 
capital needed for brokers.

Socheat said: “as the market 
starts to grow, we request more 
human resources and experi-
enced professionals. Some of the 
requirements we made were for 
the protection of the investor.”

Socheat previously explained 
to The Post that the derivatives 
market offers new financial 
products on the Cambodia Secu-
rities Exchange – the national 
stock exchange – that can ben-
efit investors in the long run.

However, he said that before 
someone makes an invest-
ment decision, they should be 
aware of the details.

Derivatives are financial secu-
rities tied to underlying assets. 
Common assets include com-
modities, currencies, stocks and 
bonds. an investor can pur-
chase contracts and their return 
is based on the market fluctua-
tions of the asset.

The trading volume of deriva-
tives in Cambodia increased from 
$84 million in 2018 to $200 mil-
lion last year, SECC data shows.

The derivatives market cur-
rently boasts five central coun-
terparties, 27 derivative brokers, 
five fund management compa-
nies and five trustees.

STRUGGLING Japanese con-
glomerate SoftBank Group 
Corp on monday reported a 
961.58 billion yen ($9.0 billion) 
annual net loss, as the corona-
virus pandemic compounded 
woes caused by its investment 
in troubled start-up WeWork.

The telecoms and investment 
giant had previously forecast a 
net loss of 900 billion yen for the 
year that ended in march, warn-
ing it was being hit by the “dete-
riorating market environment”.

It also announced that Chinese 

billionaire Jack ma would resign 
from its board at a shareholders’ 
meeting set for June 25, without 
providing further details.

In a press release, the Japa-
nese firm said its investment 
businesses – particularly its 
huge SoftBank Vision Fund – 
had been “adversely affected” 
by the global health crisis.

It reported an operating loss 
of 1.36 trillion yen and warned 
that “if the pandemic contin-
ues, the company expects that 
uncertainty in its investment 

businesses will remain over 
the next fiscal year”.

The results are the latest blow 
for the firm’s flamboyant chief 
masayoshi Son, who has trans-
formed what began as a tele-
coms company into an invest-
ment and tech behemoth with 
stakes in some of Silicon Val-
ley’s hottest start-ups through 
its $100-billion Vision Fund.

Son has faced an increasing 
drumbeat of criticism over his 
determination to pour money 
into start-ups that some ana-

lysts say are overvalued and 
lack clear profit models.

His biggest headache has 
come from office-sharing start-
up WeWork, which has fallen 
from favour after initially being 
hailed as a dazzling unicorn.

SoftBank Group and Son’s 
Vision Fund have ploughed 
money into the start-up, but 
recently withdrew a plan to buy 
up to $3 billion WeWork shares.

WeWork is now suing Soft-
Bank over the move, alleging 
breach of contract. AFP



Hin Pisei

CHIP Mong Land on Monday 
officially resumed develop-
ment of the Grand Phnom 
Penh City in pursuit of its vision 
to transform it into Cambodia’s 
most luxurious satellite town.

Formerly the Grand Phnom 
Penh International City, Chip 
Mong Land obtained full rights 
to the project after it acquired 
the previous developer Grand 
Phnom Penh International 
City Co Ltd for an undisclosed 
amount in October.

Grand Phnom Penh City is a 
large satellite town development 
located in northern Phnom Penh 
on 260ha in Sen Sok district’s 
Khmuonh commune.

Abandoned for years, the 
project was originally a joint 
venture between local firm YLP 
Group Co Ltd and Indonesia’s 
Ciputra Group with invest-

ment capital of $600 million.
Chip Mong Land is a sub-

sidiary of the conglomerate 
Chip Mong Group which oper-
ates in sectors such as brewery, 
cement manufacturing, con-
struction equipment, commer-
cial buildings and banking.

Chip Mong Land CEO Leang 
Henry on Monday said the 
company had had its hands 
full since October as it worked 
with teams of local and foreign 
engineers and architects to 
devise an innovative master 
plan, while developing new 
and upgrading existing infra-
structure systems.

“The company intends to 
transform the Grand Phnom 
Penh satellite city into a first-
tier green town with lively 
homes, and commercial and 
shopping centres.

“Grand Phnom Penh City 
will be like a mini city within 

the capital – a budding oasis 
in Phnom Penh,” said Henry.

Construction will be divided 
into phases, with the first 
phase being built on 50ha, he 
said without disclosing the 
cost of the development.

“Whatever the situation, we 
will continue to build the high-
est quality housing. We won’t 
take shortcuts to merely put 
up makeshift units for sale,” he 
said, noting that this is Chip 
Mong Land’s eighth project.

In a press release, Chip Mong 
Land said it will build an 
unprecedented new style of 
luxury housing to meet its cli-
ents’ needs.

The project will provide 
extensive amenities, includ-
ing commercial centres, 
sports facilities and the Grand 
Phnom Penh Golf Course to 
promise its residents a com-
fortable lifestyle, it said.

Keller Williams (KW) Sen Sok 
regional operation principal 
and Sam Sn Realty Co Ltd 
president Sam Soknoeun told 
The Post that the project will 
gradually become Sen Sok dis-
trict’s best real estate market.

He said improvement in infra-

structure has led to a steady rise 
in property prices in the area. 
Land adjacent to Grant Phnom 
Penh City can cost between 
$350 and $800 per sqm.

“Grand Phnom Penh City has 
become the ideal location for 
luxury and high-end housing 

in Sen Sok district, and will 
offer a diverse range of services 
in the future,” said Soknoeun.

He said the site’s potential 
will translate into short-term 
success for the project, as Chip 
Mong Land plans to launch 
units for sale in July.

Thou Vireak 

T
HE coronavirus pandemic 
is expected to slow the de-
velopment of the Apsara 
oilfield located at Cambo-

dia’s offshore Block A of the Khmer 
Basin in the Gulf of Thailand, which 
is being developed by Singapore-
based KrisEnergy Ltd.

Ministry of Mines and Energy’s 
General Department of Petroleum 
director-general Cheap Sour told 
The Post on Monday that the global 
epidemic was slowing progress, but 
the company is currently still devel-
oping the project.

“The company is still working hard 
to get the job done, but it’s difficult 
for the company due to the Covid-
19 predicament. Even sending tech-
nicians to the minimum facilities 
platform construction has proven 
difficult and operations at the site 
have stalled,” said Sour.

He said the ministry could not assess 
whether the company would be able 
to produce the oil according to plan.

“In particular, we have not been 

able to assess the potential for Cam-
bodia’s first oil extraction because we 
have not yet met with the company 
directly to discuss specific details.

“As the issue of Covid-19 persists, 
especially in Singapore where the 
number of infections has increased, 
the country lockdown continues, 
and the company has not been able 
to make any assessments.

“Our impression is that the dis-
ease has now affected the imple-
mentation of the project, but what 
the company can do, it continues to 
do,” he said.

The decimation of oil prices in the 
first four months of this year to the 
lowest levels in two decades, coupled 
with the devastating impact on de-
mand for oil and gas and an unprec-
edented supply glut have presented 
monumental challenges to oil and gas 
operators across the globe, the com-
pany said in a recent press release.

However, the first development 
phase – Mini Phase 1A – comprises a 
mini-platform and five initial devel-
opment wells connected to the Inge-
nium II production barge for oil, gas 

and water processing. Apsara crude 
oil will be stored in a tanker moored 
adjacent to the production barge for 
periodic offloading, it said. 

It added that Apsara oil remains 
on scheduled to begin pumping 
this year and the field is expected 
to reach a peak rate of 7,500 barrels 
of oil per day. Cambodia Block A is 
expected to be the highest revenue-
generating asset in the group’s port-
folio in the long term.

“Taking into consideration all the 
factors, including the imminent finan-
cial restructuring of the group, the suc-
cessful development of Mini Phase 1A 
will provide important performance 
information in addition to cash flow 
and could lead to future phases of de-
velopment,” the company said.

Chinese-owned Cambodian Re-
sources Energy Development Co Ltd 
was granted a three-year exploration 
licence in the 5,500sq km Block D in 
the Gulf of Thailand and it plans to 
begin later this year.

Sour said Cambodia has allocated 
six offshore oil exploration areas 
and 19 blocks onshore.
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CHINA’S Ministry of Commerce 
urged the US government on Sun-
day to immediately stop abusing ex-
port control measures and pledged 
to take all necessary measures to 
protect the legitimate and lawful in-
terests of Chinese businesses.

The comments came after the 
US Department of Commerce is-
sued new rules, due to take effect in 
September, that will block Chinese 
tech giant Huawei Technologies Co 
Ltd and its suppliers from using US 
technologies to design and manu-
facture semiconductors.

“It is a violation of market principles 
and fair competition. The US govern-
ment, in the name of national secu-
rity, used national power and abused 
export control measures to crack 
down on specific companies in other 
countries,” the Ministry of Commerce 
said in a statement on its website.

The ministry said that the US gov-
ernment is ignoring the basic rules 
of international economics and 
trade and that it also poses a serious 
threat to the safety of global indus-
trial and supply chain.

Experts said some US officials 
are using political forces to disrupt 
normal global supply cooperation, 
which will severely harm the global 
supply and value chain, especially 
as the world economy was hit hard 
by the coronavirus.

Mei Xinyu, a researcher at the Chi-
nese Academy of International Trade 
and Economic Cooperation, said 
the new move marked a significant 
escalation of the US government’s 
battle with China for global tech-
nology dominance, especially in the 
information and communication 
technology sector where Huawei has 
gained a competitive advantage.

Boston Consulting Group (BCG) 
said in a report that if the US gov-
ernment increases restrictions on 
semiconductor trade with China, 
this could endanger its own position 
as a leader in the sector.

BCG warned that if shipments of 
US chips and chipmaking equip-
ment to China were stopped, and 
China were to ban imports of US 
electronics and software, it could 
cost US companies 37 per cent of 
their annual sales.

It found that the top US semi-
conductor makers have reported a 

median revenue decline of between 
four and nine per cent in each of the 
three quarters following the ban on 
Huawei buying US chip technolo-
gies in May last year.

“As the coronavirus outbreak is se-
verely disrupting global supply and 
industrial chains, such actions will 
further destroy and hit the current 
system,” said Wang Peng, deputy head 
of the China Center for Information 
Industry Development, adding that 
the latest move damages the interests 
of Chinese and US enterprises.

Raymond Wang, a partner of the Ro-
land Berger consultancy, said the move 
is not conductive to global industrial 
development and economic recovery 
amid the coronavirus outbreak.

“Many people are currently stuck 
at home and in desperate need of 
information and communication 
technology infrastructure to sup-
port working from home and online 
education,” said Wang, warning that 
the move against a major global ICT 
solutions provider such as Huawei 
will hinder the fight against the cor-
onavirus and hamper digitalisation.

Wang said the new rule will have 
an impact on Huawei, but the com-
pany should have already made 
preparations, such as increasing its 
inventory and switching to backup 
suppliers. So, in the long run, it will 
be the US semiconductor industry 
that may suffer a greater impact.

On Sunday, which was World Tele-
communication Day, Vice-Minister 
of Industry and Information Tech-
nology Chen Zhaoxiong said China 
will accelerate the construction of 
new infrastructure, including 5G, 
artificial intelligence and big data.

“China will also deepen inter-
national cooperation to fuel the 
development of the global digital 
economy and build a community 
of common destiny in cyberspace,” 
said Chen.

Wang Peng from China Center for 
Information Industry Development 
agreed, saying China needs to be 
open to working together with other 
countries in terms of the high-tech 
sector and manufacturing.

“We need to open wider to the 
outside world, which will bring 
more opportunities for develop-
ment,” added Wang. CHINA DAILY/ASIA 
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China condemns latest 
US rules against Huawei

Virus puts Cambodia oil 
production into question

Singapore-based KrisEnergy Ltd says Apsara oil remains on scheduled to begin pumping this year and the field is expected to 
reach a peak rate of 7,500 barrels of oil per day. KRISENERGY LTD

Chip Mong Land on Monday held a ceremony marking resumed development of the Grand Phnom Penh City. 
SUPPLIED

Construction resumes on 
Grand Phnom Penh City
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C ambodia beverage Com-
pany Ltd has redirected its 
$200,000 advertising budget 
to help the Kingdom’s efforts 

in combating the Covid-19 outbreak.
david Wigglesworth, the CEo of the 

company – which is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Coca-Cola – told The 
Post that the money is going towards 
the in-kind donation of services and 
equipment. 

Coca-Cola has put its advertising 
campaigns on ice, with the world’s 
biggest beverage manufacturer tem-
porarily diverting its global marketing 
budgets to support the international 
Covid-19 relief and response efforts.

it has already allocated in excess of 
$100 million to Covid-19 relief efforts, 
benefiting more than 22 million people 
in over 100 countries, according to 
corporate figures. 

Coca-Cola Cambodia’s initiatives 
focus on wet markets as well as aiding 
needy families, hospitals and quaran-
tine centres in 21 provinces, with the 
help of NGos and the public sector.

“defeating this virus will require 

an enormous global effort, but we are 
confident that the resilience and forti-
tude of the Cambodian people will help 
us overcome the situation. 

“Never has our commitment to 
Cambodia and its people been more 
important than now – as we join to-
gether to face the challenges presented 
by the rapid spread of the Covid-19 
virus,” said Wigglesworth.

The american beverage behemoth 
has partnered with the ministry of 
Health, Phnom Penh City Hall and the 
Union of Youth Federations of Cam-
bodia to provide education on how to 
stay safe during the outbreak.

it is also collaborating with Phnom 
Penh City Hall, the ministry of Health 
and the Techo Voluntary Youth doc-
tor association to provide frontline 
and quarantine centre workers with 
protective medical equipment, face 
masks, hand sanitiser, thermometers, 
disinfectant, soap and drinks.

despite being relatively unscathed 
by the virus, with only122 confirmed 
cases, Cambodia faces similar concerns 
over its economy and hospital workers 
as its asean neighbours, which has 
spurred a flurry of corporate partner-
ships with the public sector.

Earlier this month, Coca-Cola Cam-

bodia teamed up with ride-hailing app 
Grab Cambodia and Phnom Penh City 
Hall to distribute more than 5,000 care 
packages of hand sanitiser, drinks and 
face masks to tuk-tuk drivers – many 
of whom are suffering financially due 
to a drop in ridership.

Wigglesworth stressed that the com-
pany prides itself on its ability to craft 
partnerships that can have a lasting 
impact in its communities.

Since opening its first Cambodian 
factory in 1993, Coca-Cola – with 
“The Real Thing” among its famous 
advertising slogans – has taken corpo-
rate outreach to new heights through 

programmes including the clean water 
aquatower initiative, Women Econom-
ic Empowerment Programme and the 
World Without Waste project.  

“We’re doing this because it’s the 
right thing to do, and because we 
know that by working together, we can 
make a difference. For the time being, 
the safety and security of people is our 
first priority. 

“our approach is grounded in our 
company’s purpose, which ensures 
that we continuously strive to make 
a difference for the people in our 
communities and in our workplace,” 
Wigglesworth said.

US ambassador Patrick murphy 
praised Coca-Cola Cambodia’s response 
to the pandemic, saying it was among 
“many examples of US companies 
and organisations joining our long-
standing partnerships between US 
government health agencies and their 
Cambodian counterparts and giving 
back to the Kingdom, working together 
to fight Covid-19.

He hailed the company’s efforts as a 
“great example”.

“i’m proud to see americans and US 
companies playing a role in helping 
Cambodia stop the spread of Covid-19. 
Coca-Cola is a great example – the 
company has donated $200,000 to-
wards assisting those on the frontlines 
stay safe and healthy while fighting 
the disease,” murphy told The Post. 
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coke cans 
advertising 
budget to 
fight covid

Coca-Cola Cambodia has partnered with the Ministry of Health, Phnom Penh City Hall and the Union of Youth Federations of Cambodia. Post staff

Cambodia Beverage Company CEO David Wigglesworth. Post staff

Coca-Cola has donated PPE and products to frontline medical workers. suPPlied  Education initiatives will also target the Kingdom’s wet markets. suPPlied Coca-Cola has said its efforts will narrow down to the sangkat level. suPPlied
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corporate responsibility

”
We’re doing this because 
it’s the right thing to do, 
and because we know that 
by working together, we 
can make a difference. for 
the time being, the safety 
and security of people is 
our first priority

DAVID WIgglEsWOrtH / ceo

the ‘Real thing’ is doing the ‘right thing’ 
as coca-cola cambodia announces it is 
redirecting its advertising budget to assist 
medical workers and affected communities 
to aid the Kingdom’s covid-19 response. 



Beijing says
China’s envoy 
to Israel dead 

CHINA’S ambassador to 
Israel, Du Wei, died at his 
home in Tel Aviv on Sunday, 

apparently from natural causes, a 
statement from Beijing said.

The 57-year-old envoy, who had 
arrived in Israel in mid-February, 
was found dead in his home in 
Herzliya, north of the city, spokes-
man Micky Rosenfeld said.

A statement from China’s 
foreign ministry said: “The pre-
liminary verdict is that Ambassa-
dor Du Wei died unexpectedly of 
health reasons. The details await 
further confirmation.”

Rosenfeld said officers had 
gone to the scene as part of 
“regular procedure”, but that 
police did not conduct an investi-
gation into Du’s death.

Du’s wife and son were not 
with him in Israel. He had previ-
ously served as ambassador to 
Ukraine, according to his biogra-
phy on the embassy’s website.

Du had undergone a 14-day 
home quarantine on arrival 
in Israel because of the new 
coronavirus outbreak, according 
to an interview with local media 
earlier this month.

On April 2, Israel Hayom, the 
top-circulation Hebrew newspa-
per, published an editorial by Du 
on the theme Collaboration is the 
Cure for the Virus.

China and Israel, a strong US 
ally, have boosted cooperation 
in high-tech and other sectors, 
leading Washington to urge Israel 
to limit Chinese investment in its 
strategic sectors.

Chinese embassy spokesman 
Wang Yongjun in a recent Jerusa-
lem Post commentary rejected the 
claim and called Sino-Israeli coop-
eration a “win-win” situation. AFP

World
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Israel swears in unity gov’t, Pm insists on annexation
ISRaELI’S parliament swore in 
a new unity government on 
Sunday led by Prime minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu and his 
former rival Benny Gantz, 
ending the longest political 
crisis in the nation’s history.

after more than 500 days 
without a stable government 
and three inconclusive elec-
tions, lawmakers in the 120-
seat parliament approved a 
three-year coalition, with 73 
voting for and 46 against. One 
member was absent.

The new government was set 
to confront serious crises in its 
first weeks, including the eco-
nomic devastation wrought by 
the coronavirus and a looming 
battle over Israel’s possible 
annexation of large parts of 
the occupied West Bank.

addressing the parliament, 
or Knesset, before the vote, 
Netanyahu said his incoming 
government should apply 
Israeli sovereignty over Jewish 
West Bank settlements.

“It’s time to apply the Israeli 
law and write another glorious 
chapter in the history of Zion-

ism,” Netanyahu said.
Such a move is seen as likely 

to cause international uproar 
and inflame tensions in the 
West Bank, home to nearly 
three million Palestinians and 
some 400,000 Israelis living in 
settlements considered illegal 
under international law.

Netanyahu told the chamber 
that annexation “won’t dis-
tance us from peace, it will 
bring us closer”.

The coalition government 
was agreed last month between 
veteran right-wing leader 
Netanyahu and the centrist 
Gantz, a former army chief.

Plans had been set for inau-
guration on may 14, but 
Netanyahu asked for three 
more days to decide on cabi-
net assignments among his 
Likud party loyalists.

Under the coalition deal, 
Netanyahu will serve as prime 
minister for the coming 18 
months – a major victory for a 
leader due to stand trial in a 
week on corruption charges, 
which he denies.

Gantz will be alternate prime 

minister, a new position in 
Israeli governance, for the first 
half of the deal. He and Netan-
yahu will swap roles on 
November 17, 2021.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin congratulated Israel on its 
new government, saying he 
hoped for a continued “policy of 
strengthening friendly ties and 
mutually beneficial coopera-
tion” between the countries.

US top diplomat mike Pom-
peo welcomed the swearing-in 

announcement in a tweet.
“We are extremely fortunate 

to have such strong and expe-
rienced partners in Jerusa-
lem,” he said.

The Netanyahu-Gantz deal 
says the government can from 
July 1 initiate moves to imple-
ment US President Donald 
Trump’s controversial peace 
plan for the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict.

The plan, rejected by the 
Palestinians, gives the green 

light from Washington for 
Israel to annex Jewish settle-
ments and other territories in 
the West Bank.

Some experts warn that Jor-
dan may back away from its 
historic 1994 peace deal with 
Israel if the Jewish state tries to 
annex the strategically crucial 
Jordan Valley border region.

Speaking to German magazine 
Der Spiegel days ago, Jordan’s 
King abdullah II said: “If Israel 
really annexes the West Bank in 
July, it would lead to a massive 
conflict with the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan.”

The EU’s foreign policy chief 
Josep Borrell on Friday said the 
bloc would use “all our diplo-
matic capacities” to try to dis-
suade Israel’s incoming gov-
ernment from going ahead 
with annexations.

Gantz and incoming Foreign 
minister Gabi ashkenazi are 
both known to have reserva-
tions about annexation and the 
international backlash. Gantz 
did not mention the issue in his 
Knesset speech on Sunday.

He addressed criticism of his 

decision to join forces with 
Netanyahu, which split his 
Blue and White coalition, argu-
ing that Israel needed unity 
after a year of bitter division.

“my friends and I chose uni-
ty to defend Israeli citizens, not 
just from the challenges from 
outside our borders but also 
from the hatred eating away at 
us from within and harming 
our resilience,” he said.

The 35th government since 
Israel’s creation in 1948 includes 
representatives from across the 
political spectrum, with a 
record 34 to 36 cabinet seats.

Cabinet posts have been 
assigned to the left-wing Labour 
party, Blue and White, Likud 
and leaders from conservative 
ultra-Orthodox Jewish parties.

New opposition leader yair 
Lapid of the yesh atid party, an 
ex-Blue and White head who 
broke with Gantz over his deci-
sion to seek an alliance with 
Netanyahu, condemned the 
government as “the most expen-
sive in the history of Israel”.

“Israelis deserve better,” he told 
the Knesset on Sunday. AFP

Israel’s parliament on Sunday swore in a new unity government led by 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (left) and his former rival Benny 
Gantz. KNESSET SPOKESPERSON OFFICE/AFP

Virus hits hard in S america, africa
R

ESTaURaNTS and 
churches will reopen 
in Italy on monday as 
part of a fresh wave 

of lockdown easing in Europe, 
but rising Covid-19 death tolls 
in Brazil, South africa and oth-
er parts of the world showed 
that the worst is still to come 
in many countries.

The relaxation of curbs in 
some places comes as gov-
ernments around the world 
struggle to repair the vast eco-
nomic damage unleashed by 
the pandemic, with Japan the 
latest to slump into a reces-
sion and the US Federal Re-
serve warning of a severe US 
downturn as the global infec-
tion count topped 4.7 million.

But the World Health Or-
ganisation has warned that 
reopening too quickly without 
a vaccine could trigger a sec-
ond devastating wave of infec-
tions, and it is scheduled to 
host a virtual global health as-
sembly this week to help chart 
a course out of the crisis.

Once the worst-hit country 
in the world, Italy on monday 
was set to take its latest step in 
a cautious, gradual return to 
normality, allowing businesses 
and churches to reopen after a 
two-month lockdown.

Businesses including restau-
rants, bars, cafes, hairdressers, 
and stores will be allowed to re-
open on monday. Gyms, pools, 
cinemas and theatres are al-
lowed to open on may 25.

Spain is also set to further ease 
its lockdown measures, while 
Germany has already taken 
several steps towards a reopen-
ing, including the resumption 
of its top football league – but 
with empty stadiums.

There was other welcome re-

lief for Europeans on the week-
end too, with people enjoying 
beaches in France, Greece 
and Italy, and Britons going to 
parks to bask in the sun.

Despite the optimism in 
parts of Europe, the deadly 
pandemic remains on the 
march having claimed more 
than 315,000 lives, with worry-
ing data from South america 
and africa offering a reminder 
of the severity of the crisis.

Deaths in Brazil have risen 
sharply in recent days, and 
with more than 241,000 infec-
tions reached over the week-
end, South america’s largest 
country now has the fourth-
highest caseload in the world.

But President Jair Bolsonaro 
has been a staunch opponent 
of lockdowns, claiming they 
have unnecessarily hurt the 
Brazilian economy, but ex-
perts and regional leaders have 

warned that the healthcare in-
frastructure could collapse.

Bolsonaro alongside sev-
eral ministers greeted hun-
dreds of his supporters in the 
capital Brasilia on Sunday in 
defiance of social distancing 
measures, telling the crowd 
that the virus restrictions 
were too much.

Latin america and the Ca-
ribbean have recorded more 
than half a million infections, 
with almost half of them from 
Brazil, and there is growing 
alarm about the impact of the 
virus on the least privileged in 
the region.

Ecuador reported the first 
Covid-19 case in one of its in-
digenous amazon tribes, deep-
ening the crisis in one of South 
america’s hardest-hit countries.

Rights groups in Nicaragua 
have accused the government of 
hiding the true number of Covid-

19 cases by rushing burials.
Nicaraguan hospital staff 

have said the national health 
system is overwhelmed with 
patients suffering from respi-
ratory illnesses, relatives say 
the bodies of loved ones are 
being carted off in pick-up 
trucks for “express burials” 
without their consent.

There was also grim data in 
africa, where the number of 
infections rose rapidly.

South africa on Sunday re-
ported 1,160 new coronavirus 
infections, the highest daily 
number since the first case 
was recorded in march, tak-
ing the total to 15,515 – the 
highest on the continent.

In asia, India – home to the 
world’s largest anti-virus lock-
down, affecting 1.3 billion peo-
ple – has extended the measure 
through the end of this month, 
after recording its biggest sin-

gle-day jump in cases.
Schools, places of worship, 

shopping malls, cinemas and 
gyms must remain closed, and 
domestic and international air 
travel will remain suspended, 
said the home ministry.

But in a bid to ease the eco-
nomic pain, restaurants will 
now be allowed to operate 
for takeaway services. Sports 
complexes and stadiums are 
permitted to host events – but 
without spectators.

Nepal extended its lock-
down until June 2, after re-
cording its second death.

Both countries have been on 
lockdown since late in march.

In Thailand, shoppers 
flocked to top-end malls, eager 
for retail therapy in a gradual 
easing of restrictions to revive 
the virus-ravaged economy.

Hundreds of masked custom-
ers passed through tempera-
ture checks and disinfection 
stations, and had their photos 
taken before they were allowed 
into plush malls in Bangkok.

In Hong Kong, tests on ham-
sters reveal the widespread use 
of face masks reduces transmis-
sion of the deadly coronavirus, 
a team of leading experts said.

The research by the Univer-
sity of Hong Kong is some of 
the first to specifically investi-
gate whether masks can stop 
symptomatic and asymptom-
atic Covid-19 carriers from 
infecting others.

Surgical masks were placed 
between the two cages with air-
flow travelling from the infected 
animals to the healthy ones.

The researchers found non-
contact transmission of the 
virus could be reduced by 
more than 60 per cent when 
the masks were used. AFP

There is growing alarm about the impact of the virus on the least privileged in Latin America and the Caribbean. AFP
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Digital divide may ‘jeopardise’ human rights
T

HE slow pace at 
which Indonesia 
is addressing digi-
tal inequality could 

jeopardise basic rights for 
those excluded, experts have 
warned, at a time when the 
world relies heavily on infor-
mation technology to stay 
connected.

On Sunday, the global com-
munity celebrated World Tele-
communication and Informa-
tion Society Day while much 
of the world sheltered in place 
to curb the spread of Covid-19, 
which has infected more than 
4.5 million people and killed 
upwards of 300,000.

During the pandemic, infor-
mation technology has allowed 
people around the world to 
stay connected, and these con-
nections are becoming more 
important than ever, said UN 
Secretary-General antonio Gu-
terres in his message to com-
memorate the occasion.

“World Telecommunication 
and Information Society Day 
reminds us that international 
cooperation on digital tech-
nology is essential to help de-
feat Covid-19 and achieve the 
2030 agenda for Sustainable 
Development,” he said in a 
statement on the UN website.

In Indonesia, the rapid in-
ternet penetration of the last 
two decades has yet to benefit 
the majority of the popula-
tion, owing to inequitable ac-
cess to information technol-
ogy in the country’s rural and 
remote areas.

The 2020 Economist Intel-
ligence Unit’s (EIU) Inclusive 
Internet Index and the 2019 
Network Readiness Index show 
that Indonesia trails behind 
most of its neighbours in inclu-
sive access to the internet.

an EIU report said: “This 
populous Southeast asian 

country experiences con-
siderable difficulties in sup-
porting internet inclusion in 
every area of the index except 
for trust and safety.

“Indonesia struggles, for ex-
ample, to ensure affordability 
of mobile and fixed broad-
band data, and local content 
availability leaves much to be 
desired.”

So far, this digital divide has 
impeded the government’s 
Covid-19 social assistance 
programmes, which rely 
heavily on online platforms to 
deliver relief to those in need. 

It has also weighed down on 
schools affected by social re-
strictions, which are expected 
to shift to online learning 
with little to no preparation 
in internet access.

Institute for Policy Research 
and advocacy (Elsam) deputy 
research director Wahyudi 
Djafar said: “[The effort to 
increase access] should not 
simply be about ratcheting 
up digital industry growth; it 
should also be about giving 
the public access to what is 
already available.

“Because the internet is an 

enabler that opens up op-
portunities, it is important to 
ensure that [wide] access is 
available.”

a number of reports por-
tray Indonesia’s digital divide. 
a 2018 Indonesian Internet 
Providers association (aPJII) 
survey, for instance, showed 
that the country’s most popu-
lous island of Java contrib-
utes over half of the internet 
usage, much higher than the 
rest of the country, with most 
users living in urban areas.

But Indonesia is not alone. 
International Telecommunica-

tion Union (ITU) secretary-gen-
eral Houlin Zhao said in a video 
message on February 25 that 
almost half the world’s popu-
lation was still not using the 
internet, while overall growth 
in information and communi-
cations technology (ICT) con-
nectivity was slowing.

“Time is pressing,” he said. 
“We need to coordinate and 
redouble our efforts to con-
nect everyone to the global 
digital economy, and for those 
connected, more must be 
done to ensure that connected 
life is safe and trustworthy.”

The Indonesian govern-
ment has sought to provide 
4G services through the Pala-
pa Ring broadband project, a 
35,000km fibre optic network 
throughout the archipelago 
that was completed last year.

“The Palapa Ring will hope-
fully be able to bring justice to 
all Indonesian citizens – from 
Sabang to merauke, from mi-
angas to Rote – and allow them 
to have an equal opportunity 
to access advanced technol-
ogy and high-speed connec-
tivity,” President Joko ‘Jokowi’ 
Widodo said during the proj-
ect’s launch in October.

In the past, authorities have 
used universal service obliga-
tion (USO) funds collected 
from telecommunication 
operators to expand internet 
access through programmes 
like Desa Berdering (Ringing 
Villages) and sub-district mo-
bile internet service centres 
(m-PLIK), among others.

aPJII chairman Jamalul Izza 
expressed appreciation for the 
Palapa Ring project but said 
that internet providers need-
ed more outreach to cities in 
the country’s interior as the 
infrastructure only connected 
the outermost regions so far.

In the meantime, the as-
sociation has been encour-
aging regional heads and 
village-owned businesses to 
get involved in the internet 
business, informing them of 
alternatives to fibre optic in-
ternet connections, such as 
microwave transmission and 
satellites, among others.

“We hope that internet traffic 
and penetration will increase,” 
Jamalul said. “This is impor-
tant because a good internet 
connection can add to people’s 
knowledge . . . whether they are 
in cities or villages.” THE JAKARTA 

POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

On Sunday, the global community celebrated World Telecommunication and Information Society Day while much of the world sheltered in place to 
curb the spread of Covid-19. PIXABAY

Tree-planting campaigns 
mark Ho Chi minh’s birthday
VIETNam’S southern hub of 
Ho Chi minh City and the Cen-
tral Highlands province of Lam 
Dong on Sunday launched 
tree-planting campaigns to 
mark the 130th birth anniver-
sary of late President Ho Chi 
minh on may 19.

authorities and people in Ho 
Chi minh City held tree-planting 
activities across 24 districts that 
day. Last year, the city planted 
more than 400,000 trees.

meanwhile, 1,500 pines and 
wild Himalayan cherry trees 
were planted at the campus 
sites of some universities in 
Lam Dong.

The tree-planting campaign 
was launched by the late pres-
ident in 1959 when he wrote 
an article published by the 
Nhan Dan (People) newspa-
per, stressing the significance 
of tree-planting to each per-
son, family and the nation. It 
has since become an annual 
festival at the beginning of 
each Lunar New year.

“Spring is the time for plant-
ing trees. making the country all 
the more resplendent as eternal 
springtime,” he wrote, advocat-
ing that “it doesn’t cost much, 

yet brings enormous benefits”.
The call for tree-growing 

urged the need to beautify 
national landscapes and grow 
forests because the country 
had just stepped out of a dev-
astating war to end years of 
colonisation by the French, 
which saw a severe decline in 
natural forests.

The tradition has also been 
associated with the cultivation, 
or the education, of a person.

Prime minister Nguyen Xuan 
Phuc on Saturday cut the rib-
bon to inaugurate a temple 
dedicated to the ancestors of 
Ho Chi minh in Kim Lien com-
mune, Nam Dan district in the 
central province of Nghe an 
where the president was born.

Located to the south of 
Chung mountain, the ances-
tral temple is constructed on 
an 83.63ha area.

Speaking at the launching 
ceremony, Phuc hailed Nam 
Dan as a land with cultural and 
historical richness where 
many extraordinary and noble 
people were born. He asked 
local youngsters to uphold the 
traditions of their forebears. 

The temple symbolises a 

popular Vietnamese saying 
“When you drink water, 
remember the source”, Phuc 
said, adding that it will serve 
as a historical place for people 
to pay tribute and show grati-
tude towards Ho Chi minh and 
his ancestors for their contri-
butions to the nation.

On the same day, he attend-
ed the launching of a monu-
ment built by cooperatives 
and cooperative alliances 
across Vietnam to show respect 
for Ho Chi minh.

Construction of the monu-
ment began at Kim Lien spe-
cial national relic site in Lang 
Sen 3 village, Kim Lien com-
mune in august, aiming to 
mark the late president’s 130th 
birthday (may 19, 1890 – 2020). 
It has a total investment of 
eight billion dong ($340,000).

another ceremony was also 
held on Sunday in Nghe an, Ho 
Chi minh’s hometown, to mark 
his 130th birthday anniversary.

Secretary of the provincial 
Party Committee Thai Thanh 
Quy said Ho Chi minh left a 
precious spiritual legacy for 
the Party, people and army. His 
ideology has become a guiding 

star for the Party and people to 
win victories in the past, 
present and future.

The celebration took place 
when the country is preparing 
for the 13th National Party Con-
gress, Quy said, adding that 
Nghe an is striving to study and 
follow President Ho Chi minh’s 
ideology, morality and lifestyle.

Earlier, local authorities held 

a conference on Saturday to 
honour outstanding individuals 
and collectives in studying and 
following Ho Chi minh’s ideol-
ogy, morality and lifestyle.

as many as 30 individuals 
and collectives were honoured 
in an online literature, arts and 
press work contest on the 
movement in 2015-2020.

Ho Chi minh devoted his 

whole life to national liberation 
while tirelessly striving for peace 
and progress in the world.

He led the national struggle 
for national independence to 
success and established the 
Democratic Republic of Viet-
nam, now the Socialist Repub-
lic of Vietnam, in 1945. He died 
in 1969. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Ho Chi Minh led the national struggle for national independence to success and established the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam, now the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, in 1945. AfP
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T
HE Japanese govern-
ment should 
strengthen its safety 
net to prevent the 

spread of the coronavirus from 
causing an economic crisis.

Prime minister Shinzo abe 
instructed the government 
and ruling parties to compile 
a second supplementary 
budget proposal that 
includes additional econom-
ic stimulus measures.

The first supplementary 
budget was passed just at the 
end of april, but the impact 
on businesses and household 
budgets has become even 
more serious since then. It is 
reasonable to take additional 
measures in rapid succession 
to support the economy. It is 
important to examine wheth-
er there are any flaws in the 
measures taken so far, and to 
supplement the budget 
appropriately.

The worsening of business 
conditions is not limited to 
micro, small- and medium-
sized businesses, but has 
also been noticeable at large 
corporations. In particular, 
important industries such 
as airlines and railways, 
which are essential parts of 
transportation infrastruc-
ture, and automobile manu-
facturing, which involves a 
wide range of related-com-
panies, including subcon-
tractors, are in trouble.

It is necessary to avoid a sit-
uation in which Japan’s indus-
trial base is shaken by the 
spread of an infectious dis-
ease – a factor that is difficult 
to control. It can be said that 
the nation has reached a stage 
where the government should 
pay more attention to the 
management of large compa-
nies while expanding support 
for small- and medium-sized 
businesses.

at a press conference, abe 
expressed his intention to 
implement capital reinforce-
ment measures that would 
also target large companies. 

It is likely that government-
affiliated financial institu-
tions will purchase preferred 
shares of companies to boost 
their capital.

a higher level of equity 
capital will stabilise their 
financial bases and provide a 
tailwind for raising funds 
through loans and corporate 
bonds. This is expected to 
have the effect of preventing 
bankruptcies. It is under-
standable that the govern-
ment aims to establish a 
safety net in preparation for a 
prolonged impact.

The challenge is the selec-

tion of companies to be cov-
ered. During the financial 
crisis, public funds were 
injected into banks. Later, 
capital was also injected into 
Japan airlines Co, which 
went bankrupt, and Tokyo 
Electric Power Company 
Holdings Inc, which was sad-
dled with massive compen-
sation obligations following 
the nuclear accident.

It is necessary to narrow 
the list of companies down to 
those that are essential for 
maintaining the Japanese 
economy, while taking past 
cases into account. In the 

case of small- and medium-
sized businesses, including 
those that have potential to 
become large ones, a certain 
line is required to be drawn, 
such as having technologies 
that cannot be replaced.

Public benefit programmes 
to prevent unemployment 
must also be improved as 
soon as possible.

abe said the government 
plans to raise the maximum 
amount of employment 
adjustment subsidies paid to 
companies that put their 
employees on leave instead 
of discharging them from 
¥8,330 ($78) a day to ¥15,000 
as an exceptional measure.

The government’s intention 
to increase the benefit amount 
is understandable, but the big-
gest problem is that only a few 
companies are taking advan-
tage of the programme 
because it is not easy to use.

In addition to the cumber-
some procedures, the subsi-
dies are paid after companies 
provide leave benefits by 
themselves, so they are not 
useful for small- and medi-
um-sized companies with lit-
tle cash on hand. The govern-
ment should drastically 
review the programme.

The government says it will 
establish a system under 
which employees who are on 
leave can apply for and 
receive benefits directly. The 
government is encouraged to 
devise ways for many people 
to benefit. THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN 

(JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

IN 2003, the first report in recent 
memory of “big-headed babies”, a 
popular description for those dis-
playing swollen foreheads due to a 
form of rickets owing to long-term 
use of inferior baby formulas, 
prompted an emergency nationwide 
survey of dairy products.

Five years later, in another blow to 
the domestic dairy industry, a 
broader scandal surrounding mela-
mine-contaminated milk and infant 
formulas resulted in factory clo-
sures, prison terms and a devastat-
ing credibility crisis for the domes-
tic dairy sector.

So it should come as no surprise 
that babies with prominent foreheads 
as a result of a developmental disor-
der have once again made headlines.

The parents of five children in 
Chenzhou, Hunan province, alerted 
the county’s market supervision 
authority that their babies developed 
swollen heads after being given a 
milk protein drink that, it turned out, 
contains few of the nutrients neces-
sary for human growth.

But contradicting reports of the 
product being recommended by doc-
tors at public hospitals, local authori-
ties assured us no hospital or doctor 
has been found involved.

Indeed, according to a report by 
Hunan TV, it seems the parents had 
all bought the protein powder on the 
advice of staff at a branch of a popu-
lar chain of children’s stores who rec-
ommended the product as an ideal 
substitute for regular dairy-based for-

mulas for those infants allergic to 
milk. The store has acknowledged the 
drink is hardly nutritious, but says it 
“does no harm either”. and one 
employee was quoted as saying that 
the product was clearly labelled as a 
protein drink and the company did 
not falsely advertise the product.

although it has not been revealed 
how long the babies had been given 
the drink, all five had a vitamin D 
deficiency and displayed stunted 
growth.

It is always good to know the 
authorities are resolved to respond 
to sensitive topics of public con-
cern, and that a thorough investi-
gation is being conducted into the 
incident with the authorities pledg-
ing any wrongdoers will receive 

severe punishments.
But the anxieties raised among par-

ents nationwide over the report 
shows that the safety of domestic 
infant formula is still a highly 
charged issue.

One of the things highlighted by 
this case – actually in nearly all simi-
lar cases – is that local watchdogs 
failed to respond to the initial con-
cerns of patients. Complaints about 
the infant formula arose last year, but 
the local authorities waited until their 
national-level superiors instructed 
them to act before doing so.

The frequent repeats of such belat-
ed actions on the part of local watch-
dogs justify questions being asked 
about how they can better perform 
their role. CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Opinion
Editorial

Reinforce Japan’s economic safety net

Infant formula anxiety in China must be abated

A man walks past a closed Toyota showroom in Tokyo. The worsening of business conditions is not limited to 
micro, small- and medium-sized businesses, but has also been noticeable at large corporations. afp
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Lifestyle
millions of ‘new poor’ in Italy due to Covid-19
W

ITHIN 10 minutes, all 
the food was gone.

For years, the Ronda 
della Solidarieta (Soli-

darity Patrol) charity has served up 
free dinners twice a week for Rome’s 
needy, passed out at twilight in the 
shadow of the city’s ancient ruins.

But as Italy begins to feel the effects 
of its most punishing economic crisis 
since World War II, triggered by the 
coronavirus pandemic, the number 
of those in need has shot up.

On one recent evening, a large 
crowd pressed forward for the 130 
bags of food handed out by volunteers, 
watched over by Red Cross workers.

an undercurrent of desperation 
hung in the air despite the setting 
sun and idyllic backdrop, and some 
people left disappointed, arriving 
too late for a bag of their own.

among the crowd were new faces 
unaccustomed to asking for help. One, 
who gave her name as anna, said she 
had travelled across town for the food.

Unable to work as a cleaner dur-
ing Italy’s two-month lockdown, she 
has skimped on meals to pay rent on 
her shared apartment.

“I come here from time to time 
now when it’s hard,” she said in a 
barely audible voice. “I’m ashamed 
about it, though.”

anna is just one among a new class 
of poor that has developed seem-
ingly overnight in a country that, 
even before the epidemic struck late 
in February, was struggling with a 
sickly economy, over nine per cent 
unemployment and vast inequality.

another one million people will 
now require food assistance, bring-
ing the total number to 3.7 million 
Italians, the main agricultural lobby 
Coldiretti estimated last month, 
calling them Italy’s “new poor”.

Double punishment
The problem is global. Earlier this 

month, the charity Oxfam estimated 
that half a billion people around the 
world could be driven into poverty 
by the virus crisis.

Elsewhere in Europe, Spain plans 
to roll out a basic income to combat 
new poverty, while in Britain, nearly 
one million people – 10 times the 
average – applied during two weeks 
of last month for the government’s 
main form of state aid.

In the US, tens of millions of peo-
ple have lost their jobs.

But to many in Italy, economic hard-
ship feels like a double punishment.

more than 30,000 people have died 
from Covid-19 – one of the highest 
tolls on the planet – while Italians 
have displayed notable solidarity 
during the crisis.

La Repubblica daily has estimated 
that 11.5 million Italians, half the 
official workforce, have stopped re-
ceiving income and started applying 
for aid.

Last month, the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and Develop-
ment (OECD) forecast that 27 per cent 
of Italians could fall into poverty were 
they to forgo three months of income, 
in a report based on 2018 data.

‘Affects your dignity’
Prime minister Giuseppe Conte, 

who has spoken of the “acute suf-
fering” of many Italians, in march 
set aside €400 million ($430 million) 
just for food stamps.

“We don’t want to leave anyone be-
hind, left to fend for themselves,” Con-
te said in a televised address in march.

But many have been.
among those swelling bread lines 

across the country are former cooks, 
cleaners or shop assistants who lost their 
jobs after a nationwide quarantine was 
imposed more than two months ago.

Some never had fixed employment 
but got by working odd jobs, or in the 

informal economy. Others were pro-
fessionals.

Declining savings rates mean the 
vast majority of Italians don’t have a 
nest egg to fall back on.

“I’m mortified,” said maria Loprete, 
65, who worked for 30 years at milan’s 
La Scala, latterly in the cloakroom, 
before the internationally renowned 
opera ceased activity in February.

Before the pandemic struck, Lo-
prete volunteered with a church or-
ganisation to help the homeless.

“Now I’ve found myself in the 
same situation as these people who 
need help,” she said.

In milan’s former industrial zone 
of Lambrate, Loprete seeks aid from 
a charity supermarket operated by 
Catholic social organisation Caritas.

The charity, which operates na-
tionwide and says requests for help 
are up 114 per cent, issues cards 
with “points” to use for items like oil 
and sugar, tuna and tinned toma-
toes, pasta or laundry soap.

With her widow’s pension going 
towards rent, Loprete relied on her 
La Scala salary for food, with €60 a 
month going towards medicine.

While she misses the little luxuries 
she once allowed herself, whether bub-
ble bath or a new T-shirt, what’s hardest 
now to manage is her sense of pride.

“I’ve always said, ‘Gosh, how do 
they feel?’” Loprete told aFP, speak-
ing about the people she helped as 
a volunteer.

“and it’s the same pain, now I’m 
feeling it. It affects your dignity as a 
human being.”

‘People are desperate’
also shopping at the Caritas mar-

ket on a recent afternoon was anto-
nio DiGregorio, 64, who was laid off 
a year ago as a cook but managed to 
make ends meet transporting seniors 
and the disabled to appointments.

“I don’t get to the end of the month. 
Even at the middle of the month 
there’s nothing,” said DiGregorio, who 
supports a nine-year-old daughter on 
the monthly €400 he receives under 
Italy’s welfare system for its poorest.

The so-called citizen’s income was 
considered revolutionary when in-
troduced more than a year ago by the 
anti-establishment Five Star move-
ment, although it differs little from 
unemployment benefit schemes in 
many European countries.

Currently about one million fami-
lies qualify for it, receiving up to 
€6,000 a year, but the government is 
considering reforms that would ex-
pand the number of eligible people.

DiGregorio’s biggest worry now is 

increased competition for jobs giv-
en the droves of unemployed.

But the wider social impact also 
concerns him.

already, he says, he has seen people 
shopping in milan grocery stores rush-
ing for the door without paying, a phe-
nomenon also reported in Italy’s south.

Businesses “have to start up again be-
cause if we’re stuck another month, we’ll 
have civil war”, DiGregorio warned.

“People are desperate.”

‘No one’s throwing anything away’
Before the coronavirus crisis, Italy 

had about 1.8 million households, or 
about five million individuals, living 
in absolute poverty, unable to cover 
basic necessities, 2018 data from the 
national statistics bureau Istat shows.

most of the poor are in the south. 
Poverty also falls disproportionately 
on immigrants, 30 per cent of whom 
live in absolute poverty, Istat found.

Some nine million people are con-
sidered in “relative poverty”, with 
incomes 50 per cent or more below 
the national median.

Before the lockdown, the Nonna Roma 
association helped 300 Roman families 
with food and other necessities.

The number of requests has now 
swelled to nearly 4,000, its presi-
dent, alberto Campailla, told aFP.

“The make-up has changed,” 
Campailla said.

“It’s not only those families in abso-
lute poverty, but also people now who 
maybe were working under the table, 
who were self-employed, young pro-
fessionals, and then so many migrants. 
all these people have no work.”

Each weekend, the group’s volun-
teers drop off boxes filled with staples, 
along with fresh fruit and vegetables 
and a cake, to people requesting help.

many said they were still waiting 
for food stamps from the city which 
enable a family to obtain up to €100 
worth of groceries a week.

Rome’s mayor has said more than 
60,000 have been distributed, but La 
Repubblica reported that requests 
numbered 161,000.

Filipino maid marie-Therese said 
most people in her building lost 
their jobs.

although times are hard, she said that 
at least her family was “safe, not sick”.

Worse off, she said, were the home-
less who continue to rummage in 
vain.

“Now they can’t find anything,” 
she said. “No one’s throwing any-
thing away.” AFP

A homeless man eats an orange on the street in Rome during the lockdown. AFP

Volunteers prepare meals for people in need at the canteen of lay Catholic Community of Sant’Egidio. AFPA homeless man in Rome receives a bag of food from volunteers. AFP



G
REEN, spiky and 
with a strong, sweet 
smell, the bulky 
jackfruit has mor-

phed from a backyard nui-
sance in India’s south coast 
into the meat-substitute dar-
ling of vegans and vegetarians 
in the West.

Part of the South Asia’s diet 
for centuries, jackfruit was 
so abundant that tonnes of it 
went to waste every year.

But now India, the world’s 
biggest producer of jackfruit, 
is capitalising on its growing 
popularity as a “superfood” 
meat alternative – touted by 
chefs from San Francisco to 
London and Delhi for its pork-
like texture when unripe.

“There are a lot of enquiries 
from abroad . . . At the inter-
national level, the interest 
in jackfruit has grown mani-
fold,” Varghese Tharakkan 
says from his orchard in Kera-
la state’s Thrissur district.

The fruit, which weighs 5kg 
on average, has a waxy yellow 
flesh when ripe and is eaten 
fresh, or used to make cakes, 
juices, ice creams and crisps. 

When unripe, it is added to 
curries or fried, minced and 
sauteed. In the West, shred-
ded jackfruit has become a 
popular alternative to pulled 
pork and is even used as a 
pizza topping.

“People love it,” Anu Bham-
bri, who owns a chain of res-
taurants in the US and India, 
explains. 

“The jackfruit tacos have 
been a hit at each and every 
location. The jackfruit cutlet 
– every table orders it, it’s one 
of my favourites!”

James Joseph quit his job as 
a director at Microsoft after 
spotting Western interest in 
jackfruit “gaining momentum 
as a vegan alternative to meat”.

Jack of all fruits
The Covid-19 crisis, Joseph 

says, has created two spikes 
in consumer interest. 

“Coronavirus caused a fear for 
chicken, and people switched 

to tender jackfruit. In Kerala, 
lockdown caused a surge in 
demand for mature green jack-
fruit and seeds due to shortage 
of vegetables due to border re-
strictions,” he explains. 

Global interest in veganism 
was already soaring pre-pan-
demic, buoyed by movements 
such as Meat Free Mondays 
and Veganuary, and with it the 
business of “alternative meats”.

Concerns about health and 
the environment – a 2019 UN 
report suggested adopting 
more of a plant-based diet 
could help mitigate climate 
change – mean consumers 
are turning to brands such as 
Impossible and Beyond Meat 
for plant-based replications 
of chicken, beef and pork.

But they are also using sub-
stitutes long popular in Asia 
such as soy-based tofu and 
tempeh, and wheat derivative 
seitan, as well as jackfruit.

This boom has meant more 
and more jackfruit orchards 
have sprung up in the coastal 
state.

“You get a hard bite like 
meat – that’s what is gain-
ing popularity and like meat 
it absorbs the spices,” com-
ments Joseph.

His firm sells jackfruit flour 
which can be mixed with 
or used as an alternative to 
wheat and rice flour to make 
anything from burger patties 
to local classics such as idli.

Joseph worked with Sydney 
University’s Glycemic Index 
Research Service to establish 
any health benefits.

“When we did a nutritional 
analysis, we found jackfruit as 
a meal is better than rice and 
roti [bread] for an average 
person who wants to control 
his blood sugar,” he adds. 

India has one of the highest 
diabetes rates in the world and is 
expected to hit around 100 mil-
lion cases by 2030, said a study 
by medical journal The Lancet.

‘Secrets of success’
As global warming wreaks 

havoc on agriculture, food re-

searchers say jackfruit could 
emerge as a nutritious staple 
crop as it is drought-resistant 
and requires little maintenance.

Tharakkan has not looked 
back since he switched from 
growing rubber to jackfruit on 
his land, and has a variety that 
he can cultivate year-round.

“When I cut down my rub-
ber trees everyone thought I 
had gone crazy. But the same 
people now come and ask me 
the secret of my success,” he 
smiles. 

In Tamil Nadu and Kerala 
states alone, demand for jack-
fruit is now 100 metric tonnes 
every day during the peak sea-
son yielding a turnover of $19.8 
million per year, says econom-
ics professor S Rajendran of the 
Gandhigram Rural Institute.

But there is rising competi-
tion from countries such as 
Bangladesh and Thailand.

Jackfruit’s newfound inter-
national fame is a massive 
turnaround for a plant that 
while used in local dishes, has 
long been viewed as a poor 
man’s fruit.

Each tree can yield as 150-
250 fruits a season.

In Kerala, where it is be-
lieved to have originated, 
deriving its name from the 
Malayalam language term 
‘chakka’, Tharakkan recalls it 
was not unusual to see notic-
es in private gardens asking 
people to take away the fruit 
for free because they were so 
plentiful, they would simply 
rot and attract flies.

And while India’s jackfruit 
growers – like the wider agri-
cultural sector – have been hit 
as the nationwide coronavi-
rus lockdown causes a short-
age of labour and transport, 
international demand shows 
no sign of slowing.

Sujan Sarkar, the Palo Al-
to-based executive chef of 
Bhambri’s restaurants, be-
lieves even meat-eaters are 
becoming jackfruit converts.

He adds: “It’s not only vegetar-
ians or vegans, even the meat-
eaters, they just love it.” AFP
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India’s ‘superfood’ 
jackfruit goes global

Local tourists return to 
Vietnam’s Ha Long Bay
VIETNAMESE flocked to scenic 
spots and beaches last week-
end, leaping at the chance to 
travel as the communist gov-
ernment eases restrictions on 
domestic movement to revive 
a tourism sector devastated by 
the coronavirus.

Hundreds waited to get 
on tourist boats to visit the 
famed karsts of the UNESCO 
heritage site of Ha Long Bay 
with few following social dis-
tancing norms. 

Most removed face masks 
as they climbed on board and 
posed for selfies.

“This is my first time to Ha 
Long after Covid. I came here 
because there is so much 
beautiful scenery . . . and the 
Covid pandemic is gone so I 
feel safe,” said Duong Quang 

Hieu, 21, from the mountain-
ous northern province of Tuy-
en Quang.

“I’m planning to travel to 
Danang and other places too.”

Vietnam has won plaudits for 
its fast and aggressive response 
to the spread of the coronavi-
rus, which has so far kept in-
fections down to 318 with zero 
deaths despite its long, porous 
border with China. 

But the swift closure of the 
country came at a cost. The 
tourism take plummeted to 
$340 million in the first four 
months of this year, govern-
ment statistics show, down 45 
per cent year-on-year.

Doors remain closed to for-
eign travellers, but authorities 
are turning to the domestic 
market of millions wearied 

by long weeks of self-isolation 
and travel bans to get the tour-
ist economy moving again.

“It’s nice to travel at this time. 
We have a wide range of hotels 
to choose from,” said tourist 
Phan Van Kien from Hanoi.

Kien said his family would 
travel domestically for the 
rest of the year with many in-
ternational flights cancelled 
and fears still strong over the 
spread of the virus.

The French-established Da-
lat city has also been packed 
with local holidaymakers 
since early May.

Last year, Vietnam received 
more than 18 million foreign 
travellers, the majority from 
Asia. Cambodians accounted 
for 227,910, up 12.3 per cent 
from 2018. AFP

A woman poses for photographs on a boat in the midst of Ha Long Bay in Vietnam’s northeastern province of 
Quang Ninh. AFP

Jackfruit 360 director James Joseph quit his job at Microsoft to take advantage of the newfound international 
interest in jackfruit. AFP

Varghese Tharakkan poses with ripe jackfruit at an orchard at his farm in Thrissur district in the southern 
Indian state of Kerala. AFP



Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Sir Mix-a-Lot liked big ones
  6 Coral unit
 11 Christmas tree type
 14 Hawaiian “Hey!”
 15 Back-to-school purchase
 16 “His Master’s Voice” co.
 17 Steakhouse side
 19 Hither and ___
 20 Lack of vitality
 21 Chopping, as garlic
 23 Glitch list, for print
 26 On edge
 27 Pencil holder, sometimes
 30 Killer whale
 31 Big bell sound
 32 Flip ___ (decide by chance)
 34 Farewell, Italian-style
 36 Places for pampering
 39 More ill-mannered
 41 Ulna site
 43 Name on toy fuel trucks
 44 Drawn tight
 46 “Sesame Street” character
 47 Part of a military band
 49 One bound to the land
 51 Witnessed
 52 Rags-to-riches author Horatio

 54 Concerning this, in legalese
 56 Like some consonant stops
 58 Desert gully
 62 Lao-Tse’s way
 63 Heating contractor’s bar order?
 66 Zees on their sides
 67 Dinsmore of fiction
 68 Sensations before migraines
 69 Sea urchin delicacy
 70 Give pause to
 71 Bygone dynasts
DOWN
  1 Spiked cake
  2 Mongolia’s capital, ___ Bator
  3 Tip for a blackjack dealer
  4 Unifying idea
  5 Double-pointed pressers
  6 Debate side
  7 Not safe on the base paths
  8 Wool source
  9 Bigfoot of the Himalayas
 10 In nothing flat
 11 First stops before the fire,  

proverbially
 12 Graphic symbols
 13 Place for a home, in song
 18 “St. Elmo’s Fire (Man in Motion)” 

singer John

 22 Thurible
 24 African coastal capital
 25 ___ chi ch’uan
 27 Companion to every
 28 Ranch unit
 29 Entree for several
 31 Halloween sound
 33 What the Treasury does to bonds
 35 The slim picture?
 37 Soprano’s chance to shine
 38 Fish-eating duck
 40 Announcement over a plane’s 

P.A.
 42 Prepare a used disk
 45 Draw upon
 48 Bought off
 50 Bring up
 52 More suitable
 53 Grassy plain, in South America
 54 Job at a bank
 55 German wives
 57 Field rodent
 59 Pod in many cajun dishes
 60 About 687 Martian days
 61 Magnetite and others
 64 Perjure oneself
 65 Ending for “puppet”

“WELL DONE” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution
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mythical Japanese 
monster fights virus

Prickly pastime: Cactus the 
inspiration for lockdown art

m
ove over Poke-
mon and Hello 
Kitty, in corona-
virus-hit Japan, 

a new character has captured 
hearts and hopes – amabie, a 
beak-nosed, long-locked myth-
ical mermaid monster said to 
repel plagues.

In recent weeks, the mash-up 
monster has become the unlike-
ly mascot of hopes for an end to 
the pandemic, emerging from 
relative obscurity to become a 
trending Twitter hashtag, as well 
as the inspiration for everything 
from cakes to nail art.

Her revival in fortunes was 
sparked early in march, when 
the Kyoto University Library 
tweeted an 1846 drawing of 
the creature floating above the 
sea, accompanied by a text 
explaining her apparent infec-
tion-fighting powers.

The scaly social media star is 
supposed to have appeared to 
a samurai in southern Kumamo-
to prefecture, warning of the 
spread of an infectious disease 
and instructing him to draw a 
picture of her and show it to 
people to protect them.

The post quickly went viral, 
and sparked the “amabiechal-
lenge”, with everyone from ama-
teurs to artists posting their ren-
ditions of the mythical monster.

The long-locked legend has 
also sparked on outpouring 
of creative content, including 
an udon dish featuring ama-
bie in the form of a fish sau-
sage emerging from a bowl, 

with the traditional wheat 
noodles for her hair.

She has also found herself 
immortalised in bento form, 
her body and distinctive beak 
carved from a piece of lunch-
eon meat and hair represented 
by thin strips of Japanese 
rolled omelette.

amabie is part of a rich pan-
theon of Japanese mystical 
monsters called yokai.

many have faded from pop-
ular imagination, but others 
live on, including in the form 
of modern-day mascots like 
the turtle-inspired river mon-
ster Kappa, now associated 
with Tokyo’s famed kitchen 
street Kappabashi.

Amabie-themed cakes
amabie’s recent revival has 

come as something of a sur-
prise to some yokai experts, 

including masanobu Kagawa 
of the Hyogo Prefectural 
museum of History.

“amabie is not the oldest yokai 
in Japanese history to warn of an 
epidemic, so it’s not that impor-
tant to researchers,” he said, 
describing others including ‘Jin-
ja-hime’ (Shinto-shrine prin-
cess), who features a woman’s 
face and a dragon’s body.

But none seem to have cap-
tured the imagination quite 
like amabie.

at one Japanese cake shop in 
northern akita prefecture, a ver-
sion of her rendered as a tradi-
tional wagashi cake in pastel 
pinks and blues has been flying 
off the shelves, sales manager 
Hirohide Kato said.

“This is the first time we’ve 
made amabie-themed cakes,” 
he said. The shop sells 250 a 
day. AFP

WHaT do a match-studded 
turnip, celeriac embedded with 
coffee capsules and a horned 
melon decorated with lollipops 
and pins have in common?

all are the brainchild of a 
British man trying to keep busy 
during lockdown, reproducing 
the shape of the novel corona-
virus from everyday objects.

“The idea started a bit ran-
domly,” Lorenzo Saa told aFP 
at his flat in north London.

“I have a cactus at the house, 
one of these beautiful round 
ones, and it sat there and I 
looked at it and it made me 
think of all these images that 
we were seeing of Covids.

“and so I had some felt balls, 
I put them on the cactus, and 
it was like: ‘oh my God, this is 
Covid-19.’”

Supporting local communities
Saa, who works for an invest-

ment consulting firm, spends 
four hours a day on his increas-
ingly inventive creations 
before posting them to a ded-
icated Instagram account, 
covid19replicas.  

most of his creations start 
with a round fruit or vegetable, 
to which he adds everyday 
objects to depict the different-
sized stalks of the virus.

So far he has used items 
including candles, radishes, 
buttons, flowers, cloves, dried 

pasta and incense sticks.
With the exception of the 

incense sticks, Saa has made it 
a point of principle to try to eat 
all of his creations, and views it 
as a way of staying healthy and 
supporting the community.

“Fruit and vegetables . . . are 
much better for the environ-
ment, plus they’re better for 
your health,” he said.

“It’s health, it’s environment, it’s 
local communities that you actu-
ally support by shopping there 
and not shopping at chains.”

‘Divert the absence’
Britain entered coronavirus 

lockdown late in march as the 
virus took hold. more than 33,000 
people have now died – the sec-
ond-highest toll in the world.

Restrictions were eased 
slightly this week in england, 
with indications of a down-
ward trend in cases, hospital 
admissions and deaths.

Saa said it had been a struggle 
to keep coming up with new 
ideas as the days passed. an 
iced version and another with 
light bulbs are in the pipeline.

But he said the project has 
kept him occupied.

“I think having a project is 
key in mental health, and I 
think this has helped my men-
tal health,” he added. 

“I’m a very social person, so 
I needed something to help 
me divert the absence of 
something that was important 
for me, which was the social 
connection to people.” AFP

A woman applies a stamp on a rendition of Amabie, a mythical monster 
that has become a mascot in Japan against the novel coronavirus. AFP

Londoner Lorenzo Saa makes replica creations of coronavirus. AFP



Miguel Rojas of the Miami Marlins will need to refrain from spitting when the MLB resumes. GETTY IMAGES/AFP
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Trump says golf 
stars ‘are all great 
people’ despite 
mcIlroy blast

U
S PreSIdenT donald 
Trump doesn’t expect to 
be teeing it up anytime 
soon with rory mcIlroy, 

who called out Trump earlier in the 
week for his controversial leadership.

mcIlroy, the no1 player in the 
world, blasted his former golfing 
partner Trump on a podcast epi-
sode for the latter’s handling of the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Trump, an avid golfer, and mcIlroy 
played a round together three years 
ago in Florida.

mcIlroy said: “We’re in the midst of 
something that’s pretty serious right 
now, and the fact that he’s trying to 
politicise it and make it a campaign 
rally, saying that [the US] adminis-
ters the most tests in the world like 
it’s a contest.

“It’s just not the way a leader 
should act, and there is a bit of di-
plomacy that you need to show, and 

I just don’t think he’s shown that, es-
pecially in these times.” 

asked on Sunday during a video 
link interview with nBC television 
how he felt about the criticism he 
sometimes receives from players, 
Trump said he doesn’t expect them 
all to like him. 

“a lot of them are very political. 
Some of them like my politics and 
some don’t. The ones that don’t, I 
don’t see as much,” Trump told nBC 
during the broadcast of a golf tour-
nament in the state of Florida that 
included mcIlroy and three others 
playing for charity.

But Trump said he doesn’t hold 
a grudge against players who are 
turned off by his abrasive style. 

“I know so many of the tour play-
ers. I can’t think of anyone I don’t 
like, and I can’t say that in life. When 
you meet tour players, they are all 
great people,” he said.

The 31-year-old mcIlroy was get-
ting back into the swing of things 
on Sunday with fellow pros dustin 
Johnson, rickie Fowler and mat-
thew Wolff after a two-month break 
due to the coronavirus pandemic.

They are shaking off the golf rust 
to raise money for Covid-19 re-
lief and help introduce new safety 
guidelines from the PGa.

The Taylor made driving relief is 
a forerunner to the PGa’s scheduled 
official return in June with a tourna-
ment in the republican-run state of 
Texas that will take place without 
spectators.

The Texas event will be followed 
by three other spectator-less tour-
naments in which the players will 
be forced to undergo Covid-19 test-
ing and temperature screenings.

In his phone call to nBC, Trump 
put out mixed signals on how sports 
should proceed when it comes to 

having fans in attendance.
He wants golf events like The mas-

ters to return with spectators “practi-
cally standing on top of each other”, 
but in the next breath said last week’s 
closed-door mixed martial arts card 
in Florida didn’t miss the fans.

UFC doesn’t miss fans
“you saw the UFC the other night, 

they had really just a lighted ring in 
the middle of an empty arena, and 
I am not sure that so many people 
missed the fans. I don’t think so in 
that particular case,” he said.

Trump declined to answer a ques-
tion about the rationale behind test-
ing million-dollar athletes to play 
sports when many US citizens still 
don’t have access to reliable corona-
virus tests.

But the president, who refuses to 
wear a protective mask, hinted that 
sports fans might be able to get tests.

“The athletes will be tested very 
carefully . . . If people want to go, they 
can be tested very carefully,” he said. 

“When you have all of those thou-
sands, tens of thousands of people 
going to your majors and going to golf 
tournaments, we want them to have 
the same experience. We don’t want 
them to be having to wear masks.”

Trump said sports needs to get 
back as quickly as possible for the 
“psyche” of the US people.

“We want to get sports back,” 
he said. “We miss sports, we need 
sports in terms of the psyche – 
psyche of our country – and that’s 
what we’re doing.”

On Sunday, mcIlroy won the clos-
est to the pin challenge on a playoff 
hole to give himself and teammate 
Johnson an 11-7 win over Fowler 
and Wolff at Seminole Golf Club. 

Overall, the event raised more 
than $5.5 million for charity. AFP

Showers and spitting off 
limits as mLB eyes return
maJOr League Baseball (mLB) 
players will be prohibited from 
taking showers after games 
and there will be no fist-bump 
celebrations or spitting sun-
flower seeds in the dugout, 
said a return-to-play guide-
lines drafted by league offi-
cials.

The new restrictions, which 
have to be approved by the 
players’ union, would also 
enforce social distancing, 
meaning no hugs or high fives 
after a home run, and a ban on 
chewing tobacco, the US media 
reported over the weekend. 

Players would go through 
daily temperature screenings 
and have to sanitise their 
hands each half-inning. mLB 
plans to perform thousands of 
tests on players, coaches, 
management and stadium 
personnel for Covid-19 on a 
weekly basis.

Showers would not be per-
mitted at the stadium after 
games.

mLB believes the 67-page 
return-to-play rules would 
prevent against the spread of 
Covid-19 as the league is hop-
ing to begin a shortened 2020 

season by early July, reported 
sport website The athletic.

Players not in the line-up 
would need to sit in auxiliary 
seating at a social distance and 
not in the dugout. non-playing 
team personnel would need to 
wear face coverings in the dug-
out.

most essential team person-
nel would be tested for the 
coronavirus more than once 
each week, as would their fam-
ily members. 

anyone testing positive 
would immediately be quar-
antined. AFP

Golf No1 Rory McIlroy 
blasted US President Donald 
Trump for his handling 
of the coronavirus. AFP



A PAIR of Air Jordan sneakers worn 
in a game by Michael Jordan sold 
on Sunday for $560,000 at Sotheby’s 
auction house, an all-time record 
for basketball shoes.

The white, black and red shoes, made 
for Jordan in 1985 and autographed by 
the NBA legend himself, dethroned the 
reigning “Moon Shoe”, one of Nike’s 
first sneakers, a pair of which sold in 
July for $437,000, also at Sotheby’s.

The latest sale highlighted the 
soaring market value of objects 
identified with the retired basketball 
superstar since the release of The 
Last Dance, an ESPN/Netflix docu-
mentary that chronicles the saga of 
Jordan and his Chicago Bulls.

It also confirms that the lowly 
sneaker now has a place of pride in 
the world of wealthy collectors along-
side more traditional collectibles.

The pair of Air Jordan 1’s in the 
“Chicago” colour scheme, the most 
emblematic model of its generation, 
easily surpassed Sotheby’s pre-sale 
estimate of $100,000-$150,000.

The Air Jordan 1 is the first model 
specially created by Nike for Mi-
chael Jordan, who wore them in his 
first season in the NBA.

“I think the game-worn Air Jordan 
1’s are the most iconic sneakers of 
all time,” the seller, collector Jordan 

Geller, told AFP at the start of the sale.
“They are so recognisable and they 

conjure up so much nostalgia, which 
I think gives them a very special ap-
peal. The fact that these shoes were 
game-worn by Michael Jordan takes 
them to a whole other level,” he said.

Unlike the Air Jordan 1’s, the 
“Moon Shoes” sold last year had 
never been worn.

Before Sunday’s sale, the record 
for athletic shoes worn by an athlete 
was held by the leather-soled run-
ning shoes in which Britain’s Roger 
Bannister became the first person 
ever to run a mile in less than four 
minutes, in 1954.

They were bought for $409,000 by 
an anonymous collector in 2015 at 
auction at Christie’s in London. AFP
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Game-worn Air Jordan sneakers 
sell for record-breaking $560,000

The game-worn and autographed Air Jordan 1 sneakers sold at auction on Sunday set 
an all-time price record for basketball shoes. Sotheby’S

Veteran Peruvian striker Jefferson Farfan has become the first player in Russia to test 
positive for the Sars-CoV-2 coronavirus. AFP

VETERAN Peruvian striker Jefferson 
Farfan has become the first player in 
Russia to test positive for the Sars-
CoV-2 coronavirus, his Lokomo-
tiv Moscow club said on Saturday, 
just five weeks before the Premier 
League season restarts.

“The coronavirus has been diag-
nosed in our player Jefferson Farfan. 
Our best wishes for your health, Jeff. 
Recover quickly,” Lokomotiv tweeted.

Anatoli Mechtcheriakov, chairman of 
the club’s board of directors, told the RIA 
Novosti news agency: “He is in Moscow 

and has not been hospitalised.”
Farfan, 35, who signed for Lokomotiv 

in 2017, has not played at all this sea-
son for the club after suffering a knee 
injury in last year’s Copa America.

The Russian Premier League, sus-
pended since March 17, will resume 
on June 21 behind closed doors.

Russia is in second to the US with 
281,752 cases of coronavirus as of 
Monday, a John Hopkins University 
tally shows.

The total number of officially con-
firmed deaths is 2,631. AFP

Farfan the first footballer 
in Russia to test positive

Bayern defeat Union in Bundesliga return
R

OBERT Lewandowski 
bagged his 26th league goal 
this season as leaders Bay-
ern Munich resumed their 

Bundesliga title chase with a 2-0 win 
at Union Berlin behind closed doors 
in their first match in two months on 
Sunday.

Lewandowski netted a first-half 
penalty and defender Benjamin Pa-
vard scored a late header for Bayern 
in Berlin. The Bundesliga on Satur-
day became the first top European 
league to restart during the corona-
virus pandemic.

Poland star Lewandowski, who 
missed two games with injury be-
fore the league was interrupted in 
mid-March, reached 40 goals for 
the campaign in all competitions 
as Bayern restored their four-point 
lead over Borussia Dortmund.

Dortmund, who thrashed Schalke 
4-0 in the Ruhr derby on Saturday, 
host Bayern in a pivotal fixture on 
May 26, another game that will be 
behind closed doors in line with the 
league’s strict hygiene guidelines. 

“I have to say, each minute is 
very long when there are no fans 
and no noise,” said Bayern captain 
Manuel Neuer. 

“It was a different atmosphere to 
what you would expect at the Alten 
Forsterei, but, okay, it’s about moti-
vation and attitude.

“We still have a bit of work to do, 
but are happy to have dominated 
the game and can head home with 
the three points.”

Union had shocked previous lead-
ers Dortmund and Borussia Mo-
enchengladbach earlier in the season, 
backed by passionate home support 
at their Alten Forsterei stadium.

With players’ voices echoing 

around the empty ground, Thomas 
Mueller looked to have given Bayern 
the lead on 18 minutes only for the 
goal to be disallowed for offside.

Bayern eventually broke through 
when Union defender Neven Subotic 
fouled Leon Goretzka in the area on 38 
minutes, with Lewandowski stepping 
up to slot home the resulting penalty.

Bayern coach Hansi Flick brought 
on French winger Kingsley Coman 
for his 100th Bundesliga appear-

ance as the visitors sought to make 
the points safe.

It was Coman’s countryman Pavard 
who grabbed the second goal on 80 
minutes when he headed a Joshua 
Kimmich corner inside the far post.

Fans protest ‘ghost games’
Saturday’s restart attracted over 

six million viewers in Germany, a 
new record for broadcasters Sky, 
said specialist website DWDL.de.

And while millions tuned in to 
watch, a significant portion of match-
going supporters are livid at the idea of 
games going ahead without the noisy 
backdrop provided by German fans.

On Saturday, Augsburg fans left a 
banner inside their team’s ground 
which read “Football gives life – your 
business is sick”.

Second-division St Pauli meanwhile 
published a picture on Twitter of a ban-
ner that read “Football lives through its 

fans! Without you, it’s all nothing!”
With clubs having agreed to dra-

conian hygiene guidelines in a plan 
approved by the German govern-
ment, Hertha Berlin defender De-
dryck Boyata denied planting a kiss 
on team-mate Marko Grujic during 
their 3-0 win over Hoffenheim.

“I apologise for putting my hands 
on [Grujic’s] face,” Boyata wrote on 
Instagram, explaining that “it wasn’t 
a kiss” or “a celebration” when he 
grabbed the Serbia midfielder.

“I was giving him instructions 
about a set piece … We must defi-
nitely be careful now that we play 
under this situation,” he said.

In Cologne, striker Mark Uth said 
the absence of fans was no excuse 
for throwing away a two-goal lead 
in Sunday’s early game – a 2-2 draw 
with struggling Mainz.

“If you’re up 2-0, you have to finish 
things off – with or without specta-
tors,” fumed goalscorer Uth.

The hosts took an early lead when 
Uth converted a penalty with just six 
minutes gone and Florian Kainz add-
ed a second when he headed home a 
cross with just over half an hour left.

Replacement striker Taiwo Awoni-
yi, who had only been on for five 
minutes, tapped home from close 
range for his first Bundesliga goal to 
give Mainz hope.

Cameroon midfielder Pierre Kunde 
then earned a point for Mainz when 
he beat two defenders and poked 
the ball past goalkeeper Timo Horn 
to equalise on 72 minutes.

“It was like street football, a huge 
game for us,” said Mainz sports di-
rector Rouven Schroeder.

“For the first game after so many 
weeks, it was really good. The guys 
didn’t want to be left behind.” AFP

Bayern Munich Croatian midfielder Ivan Perisic (right) and Union Berlin’s Christopher Trimmel fight for the ball during a German 
first division Bundesliga match. PooL/AFP
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