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Kim Sarom

AN 18-YEAR-OLD construction 
worker Chhun Koy was sent to 
the Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court on Thursday after he was 
arrested the day before in the 
capital’s Por Sen Chey district 
for posting nude pictures of his 
ex-girlfriend on Facebook.

Police were alerted to Kuy 
after the victim filed a com-
plaint accusing him of posting 
the pictures, the municipal 
police’s Serious Crimes Bureau 
chief Eng Sorphea said.

Once the bureau received 
the complaint, it requested 
municipal police chief Sar 
Thet to arrest Koy.

According to the complaint, 
the victim said she and Koy had 
engaged in a romantic relation-
ship that spawned from their 
conversations on Facebook.

After Koy allegedly seduced 
her, he requested that the 
victim send nude photos of 
herself to prove her love for 
him, and she agreed.

The complaint said that 
before this year’s Khmer New 
Year holiday in April, she 
attempted to break up with Kuy, 
who became angry and posted 
the photos in retaliation.

Sorphea said Koy was from 
O’Ampil village, Tuol Pongro 
commune, Malai district, 
Banteay Meanchey province.

Long Kimmarita

P
RIME Minister Hun 
Sen will lead a cabi-
net meeting on Fri-
day to discuss and 

rectify draft laws concerning 
anti-money laundering, ter-
rorism financing and counter-
proliferation financing, 
according to government 

spokesman Phay Siphan.
Siphan told The Post that 

the Council of Ministers de-
cided to have the meeting 
because the issue has stayed 
unresolved for some time, 
and the draft laws require 
urgent attention.

“I don’t remember how long 
it’s been since the last cabinet 
meeting, I know for certain this 

meeting is urgent,” he said.
The meeting, which will 

take place at the Peace Pal-
ace, will also touch on several 
different laws, including that 
on legal mutual assistance in 
the penal sector, overlapping 
taxations involved with profit 
tax, tax evasion, and tax avoid-
ance between Cambodia, Ma-
laysia, and South Korea.

The draft law concerning 
the approval of Cambodia 
to be a member of the Berne 
Convention on the Protection 
of Literary and Artistic Works 
will also be discussed, he said.

The Berne Convention 
allows authors of creative 
works to control how their

Gov’t set to tackle 
money laundering
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Typhoon 
forces risky 
eviction in 
Philippines

Teen in court for nude photo

A POWERFUL typhoon hit the 
central Philippines on Thursday, 
forcing a complicated and risky 
evacuation for tens of thousands 
of people, many of them heading 
to cramped shelters without 
proper safety gear to guard 
against the new coronavirus.

Typhoon Vongfong sheared 
roofs from houses, uprooted 
coconut trees and dumped 
heavy rain as it made landfall 
on the island of Samar, sending 
locals to emergency shelters.

Because of the twin threat of 
the storm and the virus, evacu-
ation centres in the central Phil-
ippines said they will only accept 
half their capacity and evacuees 
will have to wear facemasks.

Hundreds of thousands live in 
coastal areas and flimsy homes 
near where the storm blasted 
ashore, and tens of millions more 
on the storm’s forecast path that 
runs near the capital Manila.

“We are trapped in a night-
mare situation where we face 
the threat of the storm as well 
as Covid-19,” evacuee Mary 
Ann Encinares said at a shelter, 
where she and her children had 
fashioned masks out of hand-
kerchiefs and rubber bands.

Some towns had also con-
verted their evacuation cen-
tres into sites to deal with 
coronavirus patients, forcing 
them to consider using schools 
shuttered by the pandemic.

“The problem how do you 
address the issue of social distanc-
ing inside the classrooms?,” asked 
Ben Evardone, governor of the 
central province Eastern Samar.

Vongfong is packing gusts up 
to 190km/h as well as drenching 
rains that could cause flooding 
and landslides, the national 
weather agency said.

Areas in the typhoon’s path 
are under varying levels of 
virus quarantine, yet many 
people are staying at home to 
avoid infection.

The Philippines has reported 
790 deaths and 11,876 cases of 
the virus, though the number 
is believed to be higher due to 
limited testing.

It is not unheard of for disas-
ters to overlap in the Philip-
pines, and some 22,000 people 
were evacuated from the slopes 
of the active Mayon volcano 
ahead of the typhoon’s arrival.

The country’s deadliest 
cyclone on record was Super 
Typhoon Haiyan, which left 
more than 7,300 people dead 
or missing in 2013. AFP

old normal
passengers on a ferry in phnom penh. as the Ministry of Health warns of a potential second wave of Covid-19 infections, the  
authorities say they are having a hard time banning locals from gathering and ensuring they follow hygienic practices. HENG CHIVOAN STORY > 4
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work is used and by whom. It 
also offers special provisions to 
developing countries wishing 
to grant these protections.

On may 7, the EU requested 
its parliament to add Cam-
bodia and 11 other countries 
into a list of states that “pose 
significant threats” to the EU’s 
financial systems for failures 
to tackle money laundering 
and financing terrorism.

Siphan maintained that 
Cambodia was not reacting to 
the EU’s proposed blacklist-
ing, saying it has been fighting 
money laundering and the pro-
liferation of weapons of mass 
destruction for a long time. 

“Cambodia is committed 

to implementing measures 
against money laundering 
which serves terrorist activi-
ties and affects international 
trade,” he said.

Social and political analyst 
meas Nee said the decision to 
have the Cabinet meeting on 
Friday was necessary for Cam-
bodia to respond to the EU.

“The EU does not have evi-
dence to prove Cambodia has 
a hand in money laundering 
but they are suspicious, so 

it is quite dangerous for the 
country’s economy,” he said. 

He said the EU’s suspicion 
is related to Cambodia’s his-
tory. He referenced rumours 
of importing millions of dol-
lars through international 
borders and abnormalities 
in the country’s investment 
capital and casino sector. 

Cambodia joined Panama, 
the Bahamas, mauritius, Bar-
bados, Botswana, Ghana, Ja-
maica, mongolia, myanmar, 

Nicaragua and Zimbabwe in 
the expanded list, which is 
due to take effect in October.

Countries that were already 
on the blacklist are afghanistan, 
Iraq, Vanuatu, Pakistan, Syria, 
yemen, Uganda, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Iran and North Korea.

Libya and four US terri-
tories including american 
Samoa, US Virgin Islands, 
Puerto Rico and Guam were 
left out following objections. 
Saudi arabia, the current 
holder of the G20 presidency, 
was also spared from the list 
after “pressure” from the oil-
producing powerhouse.

In February last year, Cambo-
dia was also re-listed in the “grey 
list” of the Financial action Task 
Force (FaTF), a decision Cam-
bodia said was “unfair”.

minister of Interior Sar Kheng, 
who convened a meeting for 
a final review of the money 
laundering bill last month, said 
putting Cambodia on the FaTF 
grey list deters businesses from 
investing in the country.

The laws, he said, were 
drafted in light of progress in 
society and in line with inter-
national standards.

Kingdom 
‘commits’ 
to fighting 
illicit acts

The meeting will also touch on several different laws, including that on 
legal mutual assistance in the penal sector, among others. HONG MENEA

Long Kimmarita

THE ministry of Information 
revoked the licence of Fm 99.75 
and had its online radio station, 
Rittysen, owner Sok Uddom ar-
rested by Kampong Chhnang 
provincial police following the 
broadcast of a Facebook video.

Police said Uddom was ar-
rested based on comments he 
made during a land conflict 
protest by villagers.

Deputy provincial police 
chief Ea Bunthoeun told The 
Post on Thursday that Uddom 
was arrested on Wednesday 
night and was still being ques-
tioned by police on Thursday.

Bunthoeun said his arrest is 
connected to a broadcast of a 
land conflict protest at the bor-
der between Kampong Chh-
nang and Kampong Speu prov-
ince. During the broadcast he 
incited people to encroach on 
state land, Bunthoeun said.

“Until now we have not fin-
ished questioning him at the 
provincial police headquar-
ters. We haven’t decided what 
to charge him with or where 
to send him to next. The ar-
rest was made because he 
encouraged the protestors,” 
Bunthoeun said.

Uddom posted the live 
broadcast on Tuesday of a 
protest involving about 100 
families in Chieb commune, 
Teuk Phos district.

He allegedly made com-
ments on behalf of the peo-
ple who were arguing with a 
group of soldiers and provin-
cial officials. The people had 
accused officials of taking 
over their land.

Uddom spoke for about 40 
minutes during the video 
clip. at one point, he says: 
“The Kampong Chhnang 
provincial governor held a 
meeting and decided to take 
the land from the people and 
accused the people of en-
croaching on state land.

“So they decided to take all 
land except property with land 
titles. my question is, from 
where the people can get a title?

“In Chieb village, villagers 
haven’t measured their land. 
So, is it a pity for them? We 
hope the government will hear 
our problem, especially that 
Samdech [Hun Sun] will know 
this information and send in-
spectors to study whether the 
land should be taken or given 
to the people who rely on it.”

Uddom also allegedly accused 
provincial authorities and the 
military of taking the land from 
the people to sell it off.

minister of Information 
Khieu Kanharith on Wednes-
day revoked Uddom’s Fm 
99.75 licence. 

Kanharith said the decision 
came after the owner of the 
radio station and website ex-
aggerated the truth, incited 
violence, and caused insecuri-
ty and chaos in society, which 
violates the professional stan-
dards outlined in the ministry 
of Information contract.

Sam Chankea, a member of 
the rights group adhoc in Kam-
pong Chhnang province, said 
Uddom’s arrest was made too 
quickly and without a thorough 
investigation of the case and 
without using the press laws. 
He says the arrest is a threat to 
press freedom in Cambodia. 

“We have requested the gov-
ernment review this case be-
cause Cambodia has pledged 
to improve human rights and 
is committed to preventing 
human rights violations.

“If there is a complaint that 
the journalist was wrong and 
didn’t show professionalism, 
they should inspect first to see 
whether he should be fined. 
But in this case, nothing apart 
from a quick decision was 
made,” Chankea said.

He said adhoc will follow the 
case and will retain a lawyer to 
defend Uddom in court.

K Chhnang radio 
owner grilled over  
‘inciting’ broadcast

Oddar meanchey farmer dies 
after ploughing over landmine 
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

a 
34-yEaR-OLD farm-
er yang Chanthol 
died after he drove 
his tractor over a 

hidden landmine on Wednes-
day in anlong commune’s 
Ou Ta meang village in Od-
dar meanchey’s anlong Veng 
district, according to Khit Sa-
kum, the leader of Halo Trust’s 
Search and Explosive Ord-
nance Disposal (EOD) Team.

Sakum said Chanthol was 
ploughing near the riverbank 
of his cashew farm when his 
tractor triggered the landmine 
at about 2pm on Wednesday.

“at this time, our team 
is conducting a search 
around the site after villag-
ers claimed that the farm-
land in the area had not yet 
been searched and cleared 
of landmines and explosive 
remnants of war,” he said.

Village chief Run Rith told 
The Post that in the past, or-
ganisations had helped with 
the clearance of landmines 
and unexploded ordnances 
(UXOs) in his village, and they 
had found and successfully 
cleared hundreds of them.

But Rith said there were 
still landmines and UXOs 
left, and several villagers 

had been killed or suffered 
injuries because of them.

“Last year, a villager died 
and three others were in-
jured. On Wednesday, a 
landmine explosion killed 
one and damaged a tractor,” 
Rith said. 

according to Chanthol’s sis-
ter-in-law Huy Channa, the vic-
tim had been planting cashew 
trees on the lowlands near the 
riverbank for five years.

“We ploughed along the 
cashew tree pathway to plant 
cassava, beans and corn,” 
Channa said.

“We usually plough that 
land two to three times per 

year, and we have never seen 
any unexploded ordnances or 
landmines,” she said.

On Wednesday, Chanthol 
ploughed about 1ha before 
stopping for lunch. He re-
sumed work and a few hours 
later the explosion occurred, 
Channa said.

Chanthol’s remains were 
transported to his mother’s 
hometown in Kampong Speu 
province’s Oral district, where 
the last rites will be conducted.

Halo Trust’s EOD Team 
investigated the area on 
Thursday morning after 
they received reports of the 
incident.

Yang Chanthol drove his tractor over a hidden landmine while ploughing near the riverbank of his cashew farm. CMAC
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WING (Cambodia) Limited 
Specialised Bank and 
J Trust Royal Bank 
recently partnered to 

offer a pioneering product enabling 
their customers to open savings ac-
counts and enjoy higher interest rates 
through the Wing Money App with 
just a few simple swipes.

“Saving money is important in 
every stage of our lives as it helps to 
protect us in the event of a financial 
emergency, and to some extent, it 
leads us to a greater sense of financial 
freedom,” said Manu Rajan, the CEO 
of Wing.

“This product from J Trust Royal 
Bank is designed specifically for un-

banked Wing customers in Cambodia. 
They can start their savings account 
with as little as $5 at a time and ac-
cumulate it to earn high interest rates. 
We are confident that this product 
will let Wing customers reap greater 
benefits from their account in an effi-
cient, secure and convenient manner.”

This new offering from Wing and 
J Trust Royal Bank is the first ever 
product in the local mobile payments 
market that helps every Cambodian 
with a valid ID open a  formal bank 
account with the click of a few but-
tons on the Wing App.

Customers can earn interest on the 
money they keep in their J Trust Mi-
cro Savings account and access it any  

time, anywhere using the Wing App. 
As a special initial offering, customer 
deposits in the Micro Savings account 
will also earn the special interest rate 
of 1.35 per cent per annum.

Availing of this product is simple 
and convenient. Wing customers need 
simply open the Wing App on their 
smartphones, access the “Savings” 
option button and choose the amount 
they wish to deposit.

The minimum initial deposit needed 
is only $5. Instantly their savings will 
start generating interest. The amount 
can also be cashed out at any time 
by transferring it back to their Wing 
Account and withdrawing  it from any 
of the 7,500 Wing Cash Xpress agents. 
Transferring money from a Wing ac-
count to a J Trust Royal Bank account 
and vice-versa is easy, and takes place 
securely and instantly.

“J Trust Royal Bank’s commitment 
is to make quality financial services 
widely accessible in Cambodia,” said  
Toru Myochin, the CEO of J Trust 
Royal Bank.

“It is our privilege to be working 
with Wing on this innovative offering 
that is a first in the market.”

This pioneering Wing product was 
made possible through the support of 
J Trust Royal Bank. A joint venture of 
J Trust Group (Tokyo) and the Royal 
Group of Companies, J Trust Royal 
shares the same financial inclusion 
aspirations as Wing and honours its 
vision of providing every Cambodian 
with convenient access to mobile 
financial services for the improve-
ment of their daily lives.

Wing and J Trust Royal Bank launch ‘Micro Savings’  
to help all Cambodians open bank accounts
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Now you can open a  
J Trust Royal Bank 
savings account with 
just $5 and earn high 
interest rates using 
the Wing Money App 
in minutes and access 
it anywhere, any time 
by using the app and 
Wing agents

Voun Dara

IN a letter to governors of 
provinces bordering neigh-
bouring countries on Wednes-
day, minister of Interior Sar 
Kheng introduced measures 
to prevent Cambodians from 
crossing illegally into neigh-
bouring countries.

“I would like to inform [the 
governors] that recently some 
people have crossed the bor-
ders illegally while those 
neighbouring countries are in 
a state of emergency to pre-
vent and stop the Covid-19 
pandemic,” Sar Kheng wrote.

He said the measures are 
being put in place to strength-
en border controls, maintain 
peace, and protect the people 
by preventing the spread of 
Covid-19 in Cambodia.

“The ministry of Interior 
asks the provincial gover-
nors and the heads of the 
provincial Unified Com-
mand Committees, and the 
principal administrations 
to immediately call a meet-
ing to advise all police forces 
along the borders to collabo-
rate and introduce measures 
to stop illegal entry and exit 
via corridors bordering 
neighbouring countries,” he 
said.

Sar Kheng also advised the 

provincial governors close to 
the borders to search for and 
arrest intermediaries who 
enticed Cambodians to cross 
the borders illegally.

“In case the police in 
neighbouring countries ar-
rest Cambodians who cross 
the borders, the provincial 
administrations have to 
contact and coordinate [the 
case] with the police in the 
other country quickly to re-
quest they send them back to 
Cambodia and pay attention 
to health checks, implement 
quarantine measures and 
transport,” he said.

Sar Kheng said neighbour-
ing countries are still in a 
state of emergency to stop the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Hence, 
the provincial administra-
tions have to educate, advice 
and disseminate information 
to locals so that they will not 
travel to neighbouring coun-
tries in the short term.

Interior ministry spokes-
man Khieu Sopheak could 
not be reached for data on 
the number of people who 
were enticed by intermedi-
aries to migrate to bordering 
countries.

Governors told 
to prevent illegal 
border crossings

R’ kiri schools get DTVs ,TVs
Soth Koemsoeun

a
UTHORITIES in Ra-
tanakkiri province 
recently installed 11 
DTV satellite dishes 

and televisions in the prov-
ince’s rural areas to help 
more than 3,000 students ac-
cess distance learning.

a provincial administration 
report released on Wednes-
day said Lumphat, Veun Sai, 
Bakeo, andong meas, Taveng 
and O’yadaw districts received 
the devices, which were in-
stalled at community schools.

Provincial Department of 
Education, youth and Sport 
director Khat Samal said the 
DTV dishes will help enable 
3,104 students to participate in 
distance learning via television 
and 41 more devices will be 
installed in other rural areas in 
the province in the future.

Samal said the donations 
provided a good opportunity 
for students to engage in dis-
tance learning developed by 
the ministry of Education via 
digital devices. 

There are a total of 222 
schools in Ratanakkiri with 
40,930 students, he said.

He said 9,787 parents of 
students have smartphones, 
while 8,998 have Facebook ac-
counts and 245 have Telegram 
or Whatsapp applications.

ministry of Education spokes-
person Ros Soveacha said the 
ministry thanked Ratanakkiri 
authorities for their effort.

Soveacha did not say if 

other provinces will follow 
Ratanakkiri’s lead. 

In april, the ministry issued 
a directive to supply students 
with distance learning via ca-
ble TV, DTV channels, apsara 
TV, Wiki TV, One TV, and the 
ministry’s youTube and Face-
book page.

But on april 29, The Post re-
ported that some two million 
students in rural areas can-
not access the government’s 
E-Learning and Distance 
Learning programmes.

This is because the students 
either do not have smartphones 
[for E-Learning] or their house-

holds have not installed satel-
lite dishes [for Distance Learn-
ing] that allow them to receive 
such broadcasts.

When attempting to substan-
tiate this, ministry of Educa-
tion, youth and Sport spokes-
man Ros Soveacha declined to 
confirm or deny the figure.

Instead, he said the min-
istry does not have any plan 
as yet to help students in 
rural areas to gain access to 
its learning programmes via 
smartphones or television.

“The ministry encourages 
students who cannot study 
through smartphones and 

television to learn with those 
who have such equipment.

“This means for families 
that do not have televisions 
yet, the ministry encourages 
them to follow the educa-
tional programmes at their 
neighbour’s houses with less 
than 10 people and practice 
hygiene measures in line with 
advice from the ministry of 
Health,” he said.

It is believed that the Ra-
tanakkiri authority’s instal-
lation of DTV satellite dishes 
and televisions in the province 
serves to address this problem 
raised by The Post.

The DTV dishes will help enable 3,104 students in Ratanakkiri province to participate in distance learning via 
television and 41 more devices will be installed in other rural areas in the province in the future. supplied
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WHILE entertainment clubs and KTVs 
remain closed under the instructions of 
the Ministry of Health, authorities say 
they are having a hard time banning 
locals from running their small business 
along sidewalks, where large numbers of 
people can sometimes gather.

Ministry officials this week confirmed 
that all its directives concerning Covid-
19 prevention are still valid to prevent a 
potential second wave of the virus.

The officials said countries where peo-
ple had continued gathering at enter-
tainment clubs, KTVs, religious ceremo-
nies and weddings have suffered the 
most from the pandemic.

 Phnom Penh’s Chak Angre Krom com-
mune police chief Vuth Phosaravoan told 
The Post on Thursday that six entertain-
ment venues remain closed in his area. 

However, he admitted that alcohol is 
still sold on the street by locals who des-
perately need income, while large gath-
erings still existed. 

 “They still secretly run their business-
es, but their living condition is not good. 
They just put tables and beds along the 
sidewalk and they told us they did it just 
to survive,” Phosaravoan said.

“If they are banned from selling their 
products, they would not know what else 
to do. So, we just instructed them to ban 
large gatherings,” he said.

 Phosaravoan continued: “To be honest, 
we have empathy. We have to turn a blind 
eye sometimes. But when the gatherings 
get large, we have to stop them or tell them 
to keep a safe distance from each other.

“We also ask them where their custom-
ers are from. If they are just workers in 
that location, we allow them to sit and 
eat. But we are very careful with people 
from other places,” he said.

 Boeung Kak I commune chief Vith 
Darith said all wedding parties in his 
commune have been cancelled, as 
instructed by the government.

He said authorities had disseminated 
virus prevention information on tuk-
tuks and in large gathering places.

They also distributed masks in poorer 
villages to help prevent the spread of the 
disease.

He said all families in his commune 
were told to be vigilant at all times and 
to wear masks while travelling on the 
road or going to markets.

Residents must also wash their hands 
often and cook their food well before 
consuming it.

“A small number of people think that 
Covid-19 in our country is almost over, since 
there is only one Covid-19 patient left.

“They think that it won’t come back, 
which causes them to be careless. But we 

have advised them to be vigilant at all 
times. They haven’t been gathering in 
large groups but they don’t wear masks 
while travelling,” Darith said.

The Cambodia Movement for Health on 
Thursday requested that the government 
prohibit the sale and advertisement of all 
forms of alcohol while the country tries 
to prevent a second wave of infections.

The organisation said alcohol adver-
tisements encouraged a spike in drug use 
and drinkers tend to not practice preven-
tion techniques like washing their hands 
with sanitiser or wearing face masks.

The organisation said those who con-
sume alcohol are not obeying the min-
istry’s guidelines as they tend to gather 
together in large groups. 

It also mentioned that alcohol use 
weakens the immune system and reduc-
es the body’s capacity to fight contagious 
diseases.

Soth Koemsoeun 

POLICE in Siem Reap arrested 
a self-proclaimed journalist 
Wednesday on charges he al-
legedly impersonated an en-
vironment official to extort 
money from a business owner 
in Siem Reap’s Kralanh district.

Sim Chhun Leang, 56, also 
known as Ta Leang, was sent to 
the Siem Reap Provincial Court 
on Thursday afternoon.

Provincial deputy police chief 
Huot Sothy told The Post that 
he did not know if the court 
had decided to charge him.

Sothy said internal security 
forces in collaboration with the 
Siem Reap provincial police of-
fice in Svay Dangkum commune, 
detained Chhun Leang, who 
also claims to be a journalist, on 
charges of fraud and extortion. 
He is from the province’s Veal Vil-
lage, Kokchak Commune.

“The arrest came after we re-
ceived complaints from a rep-
resentative of the Siem Reap 
provincial Department of Envi-
ronment and a business owner.

“The arrest was made af-
ter an investigation by Keut 
Vannareth, the prosecutor 
of the Siem Reap Provincial 
Court, and a direct order from 
the police chief,” Sothy said.

He said Chhun Leang had 
made a call to a business own-
er in Kralanh district, inform-
ing him that he was a provin-
cial environment official and a 
journalist with orders from pro-

vincial leaders to ask the owner 
to help with some money.

Failing this, he would ask his 
team to inspect the business. The 
business owner immediately 
filed a complaint to the police.

Sothy said during question-
ing, the suspect confessed to 
the crime.

Siem Reap Provincial Court 
spokesman Yin Srang said on 
Thursday that he had not re-
ceived the case because it was 
a holiday.

Siem Reap provincial De-
partment of Information direc-
tor Liv Sokhon said he had not 
heard of Chhun Leang.

He said he received some in-
formation from the report that 
Chhun Leang claimed he was 
working for “Thmey Pet” or “Real 
News” media, but he said he did 
not know if he was a journalist.

Sokhon said according to the 
report, the suspect had called 
several business owners in 
Siem Reap but they did not file 
a complaint.

The Department of Informa-
tion did not have enough evi-
dence to file charges, but in this 
last case, the business owner 
may have the proper evidence.

“I have no comment, we just ask 
the authorities and the court to do 
their job according to the law.

“If they find that he commit-
ted the acts they should punish 
him accordingly because if he 
did such a thing, it would be 
disgraceful for good journal-
ists,” he said.
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Kim Sarom

THE Kampong Speu provin-
cial police on Thursday sent a 
man to court for allegedly rap-
ing a 13-year-old girl in June.

The man was arrested 
Wednesday after the Crimi-
nal Police Department at the 
Ministry of Interior collabo-
rated with the provincial po-
lice in Por Sen Chey district in 
Phnom Penh. The alleged rape 
took place in the province’s 
Samrong Tong district.

Ministry of Interior’s deputy 
crime department chief Cheav 
Vibol told The Post on Thurs-
day that the suspect was iden-
tified as a 54-year-old man.  

“After the suspect was ar-
rested, I brought him in for 
questioning at the department 
and then handed him over to 
the Kampong Speu provincial 
police because it is the one to 
handle the case,” Vibol said.

Provincial police chief Sam 
Samuon said the man was ar-
rested on a warrant.

Trapaing Kong commune 
police chief Yoan Sorn said 
on Thursday that the parents 
of the girl had gone to work 
and left her with her grand-
mother. Around noon on 
June 5 the girl was bathing 
when the suspect dragged 
her out and raped her. 

Citing the girl’s testimony, 
the police said that after rap-
ing her, the suspect threat-
ened her by saying that if she 
told anyone he would kill her.

The grandmother sensed 
something was wrong with 
the girl and questioned her. 
The girl gave a full account of 
the story to the grandmother. 

According to the girl’s grand-
mother, she did not file a com-
plaint with the Trapaing Kong 
commune police station be-
cause attempts were made to 
reconcile the matter with the 
family of the offender.

When the negotiation failed 
to reach a consensus the 
grandmother filed a com-
plaint with the police station 

to arrest the offender.
“The girl’s grandmother had 

a week to bring a legal case to 
me because she didn’t recon-
cile,” Sorn said. 

Sorn added that after the 
police had received the com-
plaint from the grandmother, 
he arrived at the scene to call 
the suspect in for questioning.

But the suspect escaped 
before then, and he reported 
the offence and sent it to the 
provincial police station, after 
which the provincial court is-
sued an arrest warrant for him.

He said the police had arrested 
the suspect based on the arrest 
warrant. The court is expected 
to send the suspect to prison 
under pre-trial detention.

Man held 
for rape of 
teenager 
in K Speu

Court: ‘journalist’ 
nabbed for fraud

Large gatherings are frustrating government officials who warn citizens to remain vigilant 
and remember that Covid-19 precautions are still valid. hean rangsey

Crowds are hard to contain

The 54-year-old suspect was charged with dragging a 13-year-old girl 
out of the bath and raping her. police



Voun Dara

A
T A Wednesday meet-
ing on the 2020 action 
plan of the General 
Department of Iden-

tity (GDI), Minister of Interior 
Sar Kheng urged the depart-
ment to accelerate the drafting 
of a law entitled “Civic Regis-
tration, Registration Statistics 
and Identification.”

The draft law first surfaced 
last year and its main goal is 
to identify citizens without a 
doubt. Officials said the law 
will be finalised by the end 
of this year.

Sar Kheng said it is impor-
tant to stay on schedule de-
spite complications caused 
by Covid-19.

“It should be ready by the 
end of this year. But we all 
know that the Covid-19 crisis 
could create obstacles. How-
ever, making specific plans 
is the most important task, 
and we need to plan for next 
year and subsequent years as 
well,” Sar Kheng said.

The minister said the GDI 
will continue to accelerate 
the finalisation of the draft 
law and strive to promote 
identification work with the 
One Window Service, which 
is piloting and building a da-
tabase to manage data and 
human resources.

Top Neth, a spokesman for 
the Ministry of Interior’s Gen-
eral Department of Identifica-
tion confirmed on Thursday 
the law should be finalised by 
the end of this year and is in-
tended to determine the right 
to store data, collect data, and 
maintain privacy data.

Data collected by the gov-

ernment from citizens will be 
stored and protected, he said. 
“This draft needs a lot of stake-
holders, so it’s a bit late to fina-
lise it. But as per the direction 
of Sar Kheng, we have to do it 
by the end of the year,” he said.

Neth said the law will pro-
vide guidelines on how data 
is collected, used, kept con-

fidential and how it will be 
used by the government to 
serve the national interest. 
The identity of every citizen 
will be protected, he said.

He said currently there is a 
lack of a clear management 
system and some individuals 
have used the opportunity to 
create two identities.

National
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CSOs voice concern over 
state of emergency law

India inspires global 
Covid-19 fight with 
rare musical creation 

Khorn Savi

A GOVERNMENT spokesman 
said civil society organisations 
(CSOs) don’t seem to under-
stand the purpose and content 
of the state of emergency law.

The remarks were made by 
Ministry of Justice spokes-
man Chin Malin after CSOs 
repeatedly requested that the 
government amend the law as 
they worried that it threat-
ened human rights.

A joint statement released by 
66 CSOs and communities on 
Wednesday called on the gov-
ernment to undertake immedi-
ate and meaningful consulta-
tion with relevant stakeholders, 
including the Office of the  UN 
High Commissioner for Human 
Rights to ensure compliance 
with Cambodia’s human rights 
obligations.

“While we acknowledge that 
the government has stated 
that its goal in drafting this law 
is to protect public health dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic, 
we, the undersigned CSOs and 
communities are very con-
cerned that this law grants the 
government excessive powers 
to restrict fundamental 
freedoms and therefore poses 
a serious threat to human 
rights,” the statement read.

It said the state of emergency 
law had been hastily passed and 
without sufficient consultation 
with relevant stakeholders.

“Cambodia’s introduction of 
a state of emergency law was 
in line with Article 22 of the 

Constitution and Article 4 of 
the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights. 

“However, in its current 
form, the state of emergency 
law presents an alarming risk. 
Some Articles such as 3, 5, 6, 7, 
8 and 9 were required to be 
amended and revisited,” the 
statement read.

But Malin told The Post on 
Thursday that the CSOs 
requested changes because 
they didn’t seem to under-
stand the true content and 
purpose of the law.

He said Article 5 mentions 
the restrictions of rights and 
freedoms but is no different 

from that of other countries 
and international laws and 
treaties that also allow for 
rights and freedoms to be 
curtailed during a state of 
emergency.

“The measures that the gov-
ernment imposed under Arti-
cle 5 are not measures allow-
ing the government to do 
something arbitrary and 
without limits.

“Its conditions are clear and 
law enforcement officials 
have mechanisms to monitor, 
control and take responsibil-
ity when [the people] commit 
acts contrary to the content 

and purpose of this law.
“The remarks were made 

[because] it is the request and 
concern of the civil society 
organisations. We don’t know 
how to consider it in the 
amendments because all the 
comments are not compatible 
with the content and the pur-
pose of our law,” Malin 
stressed.

However, the CSOs claim 
that Article 5 had to be 
amended to include strictly 
defined limitations and con-
ditions to the powers granted 
to mandate respect for human 
rights.

They said the government 

has to revisit the ambiguous 
wording in Articles 7, 8 and 9 
to ensure they uphold the 
principles of law and protect 
against the manipulation of 
civil rights, a free media and 
dissenting voices.

The CSOs request a revisit 
after they observed that while 
Cambodia experienced the 
Covid-19 problem, the govern-
ment and police arrested 40 
people and accused them of 
sharing fake news on the virus.

Among them, VFB online 
journalist Sovann Rithy was 
also arrested and had his 
licence revoked.

Phuon Chansereivuth

IN A show of heartfelt appre-
ciation and gratitude for all 
health workers who risk their 
lives to keep the world safe 
from Covid-19, the Indian 
Council for Cultural Relations 
(ICCR) has gathered compos-
ers, musicians and singers 
from across India for a rare 
musical creation under the 
theme “United We Fight”.

Written and composed by 
Joe Alvares, it has vocals by 
Usha Uthup, Salim Merchant, 
Shefali Alvares Rashid, Benny 
Dayal, Sonam Kalra, Chandan 
Bala Kalyan, Joe Alvares, 
Salome and Samira.

Music is by Tubby, Pandit Ravi 
Chari, Pandit Rakesh Chaur-
asiya and Ustad Faisal Qureshi 
– all contributing recordings 
from their home. The song is a 
rendition weaving English lyrics 
into the notes and beats of Indi-
an classical music.

Indian ambassador to Cam-
bodia Manika Jain said Cov-
id-19 knows no boundaries, 
having infected more than 4.3 
million people and claimed 
nearly 300,000 lives globally 
as of Thursday, according to 
the Johns Hopkins University 
official tally.

“It has an enormous impact 
on humanity regardless of 
caste, class, colour, religion and 

belief systems. With much of 
the world placed in lockdowns, 
it has also taken a heavy toll on 
the global economy. 

“The song conveys the 
essence of “Vasudhaiva Kutum-
bakam”, or “the world is one 
family”, with a message of hope, 
joy, resilience and fighting spir-
it in this global fight against the 
pandemic,” she said.

Jain said it calls for solidarity 
and concerted efforts in help-
ing, assisting, sharing knowl-
edge, cooperating and coordi-
nating with one another in this 
collective fight against the 
contagious disease.

Created by India’s Ministry 
of External Affairs as an auton-
omous organisation to pro-
mote its soft power abroad, the 
ICCR said the song is also 
intended as a homage to all the 
artists and performers.

They represent the cultural 
legacy of their respective moth-
erland and keep their cultural 
heritage vibrant and alive as the 
world is brought down to its 
knees amid the pandemic.

The ICCR expressed high 
hopes that the song will inspire 
the world to pursue this united 
fight against Covid-19.

“Light a candle, cheer the 
frontline workers, donate for 
the needy, spare time for the 
elderly, be available to volun-
teer,” it said.

Law to identify citizens set 
to be finalised at year’s end

Minister of Interior Sar Kheng said the general department will strive to promote identification work with the 
One Window Service, which is piloting and building a database to manage data and human resources. afp

we are very concerned that 
this law grants the government 

excessive powers to restrict 
fundamental freedoms
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Thou Vireak

a senior official at the ministry of 
Commerce said the draft sub-decree 
on the organisation and function of 
the national Commission for Con-
sumer Protection is set to be sent to 
the Council of ministers next month. 

The commission will be tasked 
with implementing the Consumer 
Protection act, which is intended 
to guarantee the protection of con-
sumers and preserve the integrity of 
the markets.

Phan oun, director-general of the 
ministry’s General Department of 
Consumer Protection, Competition 
and Fraud Prevention, told The Post 
that the department discussed the 
sub-decree on Tuesday for further 
refinement.

oun said that after review, he will 
submit it to minister Pan sorasak to 
approve and sign before submitting 
it to the Council of ministers for re-
view and approval.

“our internal discussions are 
scheduled to end on may 19 and we 
plan to request a meeting at the of-
fice of the Council of ministers in the 
first or second week of June for an 
inter-ministerial meeting,” he said.

ministry secretary of state mao 

Thora, who led the discussion on 
Wednesday, told The Post on Thurs-
day that the draft sub-decree has al-
ready been revised.

He said the commission will com-
prise 10 members from various min-
istries, including the ministries of 
Commerce; economy and Finance; 
interior and others.

“They have a role to play in con-
sumer protection. When people 
complain to us about the sale of 
counterfeit products, they must 
have immediate measures to pre-
vent it. We must also disseminate 
information about the law,” said 
Thora.

The Law on Consumer Protection 
was introduced on november 2, 
2019 and contains 11 chapters and 
51 articles.

The purpose of the law, accord-
ing to proponents, is to determine 
the measures and mechanisms that 
contribute to an improved trade en-
vironment and protects the rights 
and interests of consumers.

The law applies to all entities 
doing business, whether for profit 
or non-profit, including sales of 
goods, services or real estate, un-
less otherwise noted exempt by 
other regulations.

a step closer to finalising 
consumer protection law

mFis restructure $488m in loans
Thou Vireak 

miCroFinanCe institutions (mFis) 
in Cambodia have restructured al-
most $500 million in loans for near-
ly 120,000 borrowers, a move the 
banks claim helped ease the burden 
on clients facing Covid-19 financial 
pressures.

Cambodia microfinance associa-
tion (Cma) head of communications 
Kaing Tongngy said 137,158 clients 
had applied for credit restructuring as 
of sunday. of that, 118,182, or 90 per 
cent, were approved for $488 million.

He said the data collection was 
aimed at monitoring the impact of 
Covid-19 on clients, customer sup-
port for member institutions and 
the overall development of the mi-
crofinance industry to assess and 
submit reports to stakeholders.

“The Cma has been working hard 
with members and stakeholders, es-
pecially the national Bank of Cam-
bodia, to assist affected clients,” he 
said. “The association welcomes 
any cooperation with parties who 
are truly willing to contribute to 
solving customer problems.”

Vithey microfinance Plc director 
and Ceo Bun mony told The Post on 
Thursday that the outbreak had se-
riously impacted the microfinance 
sector. He said his bank saw a 3.5 per 
cent increase in bad loans.

“We suffered a financial hit last 
month. We started to lose money be-
cause nobody paid their debt. it was a 
serious blow, but we accept it because 
we understand the crisis. i have a lot 
of hope that the coronavirus pressures 
will ease next month,” said mony.

mFis may be able to restructure 
credit for clients if requested and 
pursuant to the contract between the 
institution and the client, The Cma 
said in a press release on Thursday.

Without the appropriate technical 
solutions, the situation could have a 

devastating impact on the economy 
as a whole, it said.

“The association continues to en-
courage and welcome customers 
who are affected,” said the Cma. 
“Please contact your lending insti-
tution or a credit officer directly to 
find an ideal solution.”

as of the end of march, the King-
dom’s mFis logged $7.4 billion in 
outstanding loans to more than 2.2 
million clients and $3.6 billion in 
deposits to more than 2.8 million cli-
ents, data from the Cma shows.

Cambodia banks on FTas to boost economy
Hin Pisei

T
He Cambodia-China 
Free Trade agree-
ment is expected 
to be finalised next 

month.
This comes as the Kingdom 

strives to develop a range 
of policies and strategies to 
boost international exports, 
and establish bilateral free 
trade agreements (FTas) with 
countries around the world.

minister of Commerce Pan 
sorasak, who led a working 
group meeting on preparing 
policies and strategies to ne-
gotiate FTas, on Wednesday 
said bilateral agreements with 
partner countries are central 
to the ministry’s efforts to im-
prove competitiveness and 
trade diversification. 

He said FTas are necessary 
to integrate the country into 
the regional and global econ-
omy. “These deals are aimed 
at broadening and opening 
up access to markets for a 
wide range of exports.”

ministry spokesman Long 
Kemvichet told The Post on 
Thursday that the establish-
ment of bilateral FTas be-
tween Cambodia and other 
countries would provide the 
Kingdom with many eco-
nomic benefits.

The Kingdom only par-
ticipates in FTas through the 
asean framework agree-
ments with other countries in 

the bloc, he said. “This marks 
the first step toward prepar-
ing more permanent free 
trade agreements.”

Cambodia previously en-
joyed trade preferences from 
partner countries, he said, 
but as they were not legally 
bound to their provisions, 
they were free to withdraw at 
their discretion.

“To avoid an abrupt with-
drawal, we need to negotiate 
agreements with binding ob-
ligations with partner coun-
tries,” he said.

The ministry said there 
are currently eight working 
groups responsible for study-
ing and negotiating FTas as 
well as formulating the King-
dom’s FTa strategy.

China is the first country to 
negotiate an FTa with Cam-
bodia. With the second round 
of talks closing last month, 
the deal is expected to be fi-
nalised next month.

Two other possible deals 
are in negotiations, south 
Korea and the eurasian eco-
nomic Union which is made 
up of five member countries 
– Belarus, armenia, russia, 
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan.

Vichet said the UK, the Us, 
Japan, mongolia and india 
have not started FTa talks.

royal academy of Cambo-
dia economic researcher Ky 
sereyvath said FTas would 
provide the opportunity to 
export goods at a competi-

tive advantage to the signa-
tory countries without paying 
taxes.

He said the push for FTas is 
needed in the context of to-
day’s international trade.

“Creating a trade agreement 
gives the government the op-
portunity to boost its poten-
tial product export market 

to partner markets leading 
to greater competitiveness,” 
said sereyvath.

While the Cambodian situ-
ation has huge potential for 
agricultural and agro-indus-
trial products, he said, their 
quality must be in line with 
international food standards.

“Cambodia will need to 

boost production and im-
prove the quality of its prod-
ucts as FTas bolster trade with 
other countries,” he said.

The Kingdom’s total import 
and export volume was val-
ued at $36.7 billion last year, 
data from the national Bank 
of Cambodia shows.

exports amounted to $14.53 

billion and imports $22.19 bil-
lion, a year-on-year increase 
of 12.7 per cent and 18.6 per 
cent, respectively.

However, the Kingdom’s 
trade deficit with the rest of 
the world continued to widen 
last year to $7.66 billion, a 
31.6 per cent increase com-
pared to 2018.

China is the first country to negotiate an FTA with Cambodia. With the second round of talks closing last month, the deal is expected to be finalised 
next month. HENG CHIVOAN

MFIs in Cambodia have restructured $488 million in loans for 118,182 clients. HONG MENEA
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THE Lao government has ap-
proved more than 6,000 in-
vestment projects with com-
bined funding of nearly $37 
billion since the introduction 
of the market-oriented econ-
omy in the 1980s.

The ministry of Planning and 
Investment, which is in charge 
of public and private invest-
ment administration, unveiled 
the latest figures recently, which 
showed that between 1989 and 
last year the total number of 
investment projects was 6,144, 
with an overall investment val-
ue of $36,899,098,671.

The government began to 
encourage private investment 
in the mid-1980s after intro-
ducing its opening-up policy, 
which allowed the private 
sector to play a greater role in 
driving economic growth and 
national development.

Statistics posted on the 
ministry’s website show that 
of the total number of invest-
ment projects, 2,621 projects 
were funded by Lao entities 
with a value of $13 billion, 
while the rest were funded by 
foreign countries.

China is the top foreign inves-
tor with a total of 862 projects 
with a combined investment 
value of $10 billion. Thailand 
and Vietnam were named the 
second and third largest for-
eign investors with investment 

values of $4.7 billion and $3.9 
billion respectively.

among the other top 10 for-
eign investors from 1989-2019 
were South Korea, France, the 
US, Japan, malaysia and aus-
tralia. Cambodia ranked 23rd 
at 11 projects with investment 
value of $8,363,324.

The most popular investment 
sector among both Lao and 
foreign companies from 1989-
2019 was electricity generation, 
which attracted investment of 
about $14 billion and was the 
largest investment sector.

The second sector attract-
ing a significant amount of 
Lao and foreign funding dur-
ing this period was mining, 

with total investment of $7.5 
billion. Other sectors attract-
ing high levels of investment 
were services, agriculture, in-
dustry and handicrafts.

It is the government’s policy 
to further promote private in-
vestment in the coming years. 
One of the steps taken by the 
government to encourage 
more investment is to improve 
the business climate and make 
it easier for businesses to in-
vest and operate in Laos.

To make it easier for com-
panies to start a business, the 
government has issued a list 
of controlled businesses in 
which enterprises must seek 
permission to engage. Types 

of business that are not in-
cluded in the controlled busi-
ness list can be carried out 
without restriction.

To improve the situation 
for new business operators, 
the ministry has set up a one-
stop service to make it easier 
for businesspeople to obtain 
investment permission as 
well as the necessary busi-
ness-related documents.

One of the sectors in which 
Laos has huge, untapped po-
tential is agriculture thanks 
to the abundance of fertile 
land.  This is made even more 
attractive by the surging de-
mand for agricultural pro-
duce in neighbouring China. 
This will help boost invest-
ment in Laos in the future.

Data from the Cambodian 
ministry of Commerce shows 
that bilateral trade between 
Cambodia and Laos topped 
$10 million last year, up 11 
per cent from 2018. The King-
dom exported $2.45 million 
(up 66 per cent year-on-year) 
and imported $7.60 million 
(up 349 per cent).

Data from the Cambodian 
ministry of Tourism shows that 
Laos is the Kingdom’s fourth 
largest source of tourists with 
363,951 Laotians travelling to 
Cambodia last year, down 14.6 
per cent year-on-year. VIENTIANE 

TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Nearly $37 billion invested in Laos

Prakas offers tax incentives to 
CSX corporate bond investors
May Kunmakara

T
HE government re-
cently approved a 
tax incentive for debt 
securities to draw 

the public into investing in 
the Cambodia Securities Ex-
change (CSX).

The issuing companies of 
corporate bonds and investors 
who buy and sell them will be 
entitled to a refund of a per-
centage of their withholding 
tax, said a may 5 prakas issued 
by the ministry of Economy 
and Finance and signed by 
minister aun Pornmoniroth.

Public investors will receive 
50 per cent of withholding 
taxes for three years collected 
during the period between 
January 1, 2019 and Decem-
ber 31, 2021.

The decision is based on 
the second issue of the Sub-
decree No 01 on Tax Incen-
tives for the Securities Sector, 
which was signed by Prime 
minister Hun Sen on January 
4, last year, said the prakas.

The prakas is an implemen-
tation guideline to be used 
in tandem with the Law on 
Taxation on withholding tax 
for investors in the debt secu-
rities sector.

In addition it sets the with-
holding tax rate at six per cent 
for residents and 14 per cent 
for non-residents.

Securities and Exchange 
Commission of Cambodia 
(SECC) director-general Sou 
Socheat told The Post on 
Thursday that once the pra-
kas is put into action, “the 

government will start to col-
lect taxes” from the nascent 
corporate bond market.

Hattha Kaksekar Limited 
became the first company to 
list a corporate bond on the 
CSX on December 5, 2018.

Socheat said the prakas “will 
help the current situation and 
make the tax rate clear to in-
vestors.

“We’ve seen confidence in 
our market grow among pub-
lic investors,” he said.

CSX vice-chairman Ha 
Jong-weon said the prakas 
provides a clear guideline for 
securities companies and in-
vestors regarding withhold-
ing tax rates.

“Investors know clearly how 

much of a tax incentive they 
will receive from their invest-
ments in the securities sector 
and there will be more investors 
intending to invest in and boost 
the bond market,” he said.

In the last few weeks, Ha 
said, the market has recorded 
increased trading activity com-
pared to this year’s first quarter.

“I hope when acleda Bank 
[Plc] lists on the CSX, it will 
bring more market liquidity 
and more investor attention. 
at the same time it is a good 
opportunity for other financial 
institutions to consider diver-
sifying their sources of funding 
via the securities market.”

The CSX welcomed its first 
domestically listed company, 

the Phnom Penh Water Supply 
authority, on april 18, 2012. as 
of this month, the market has 
11 listed firms – six bond-list-
ed companies and five stock-
listed companies.

The listed firms have raised 
$223 million in trading. mar-
ket capitalisation increased 
58 per cent from $442 million 
in 2018 to around $701 mil-
lion last year. Trading volume 
increased nearly six-fold from 
$26,000 in 2018 to around 
$150,000 last year.

as of last year, there were 
five central counterparties 
in the derivatives market, 27 
derivatives brokers, five fund 
management companies and 
five trustees.

The Kingdom’s corporate bond market has recorded increased trading activity compared to this year’s first 
quarter. HENG CHIVOAN

Reform ‘urgent’ for 
Indonesia’s sluggish 
manufacturing sector
THE downturn in Indonesia’s 
manufacturing sector is likely 
to continue until the end of the 
year as demand and factory 
activity will remain low even 
after the Covid-19 pandemic 
ends, analysts have warned.

Centre for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies economic 
department head yose Rizal 
Damuri said the sluggish growth 
of Indonesia’s manufacturing 
industry, which was the worst 
among asian countries in april, 
may further decline in the com-
ing months as demand would 
remain low and many factories 
would remain closed.

“Looking ahead, manufactur-
ing industry will indeed experi-
ence a downturn because the 
market is dwindling,” yose told 
The Jakarta Post on april 6.

In addition to the closure of 
many factories especially in 
Jakarta, Banten and West Java, 
the decline in manufacturing 
growth is also a result of diffi-
culties in the procurement of 
raw materials abroad.

He said the country’s manu-
facturing industry was heavily 
reliant on raw materials from 
overseas, which were hard to 
get during the crisis because 
of lockdown measures that not 
only disrupted distribution 
but also led to the closure of 
many factories.

Consumers were also delay-
ing the purchase of manufac-
tured goods that are durable 
and considered nonessential, 
with the exception of a few 
products such as health equip-
ment, yose told the Post.

He believed that the trade in 
manufactured goods would take 
longer to recover from Covid-19 
than from the 2008 financial cri-
sis. “In the past, the problem was 
demand. Now, the problem is 
demand and supply.”

He went on to say that for 
spending on manufacturing 
goods to return, people needed 
to be able to maintain a steady 
job with a stable income. With-
out that sense of security, it is 
possible that the demand for 
manufactured products would 
not recover even after the pan-
demic ended as people were 
still uncertain about spending.

“We should take this as an 
opportunity for structural 
reform,” he said, noting how 
even before the pandemic Indo-
nesia’s manufacturing industry 
had been stagnating and was 
not considered to be an attrac-
tive place for investment.

Foreign investment has fled 
to neighbouring countries 
such as Cambodia and Viet-
nam, which are deemed to be 
more competitive.

Contributing less to GDP
Statistics Indonesia (BPS) 

data published on may 5 shows 
that manufacturing growth 
slowed to 2.06 per cent in the 
first quarter of this year from 
3.85 per cent recorded during 
the same period last year.

Its contribution to the coun-
try’s gross domestic product 
(GDP) has also declined. In the 
first three months of this year, 
manufacturing industry 
accounted for 19.98 per cent 
of GDP, a decline from 20.06 
per cent reported in the previ-

ous year, BPS data shows.
meanwhile, data firm IHS 

markit announced on may 4 
that Indonesia’s Purchasing 
managers Index (PmI), a gauge 
of the nation’s manufacturing 
activities, fell to 27.5 last month 
from the 45.3 recorded in march, 
the worst decline in the survey’s 
nine-year history and the steep-
est drop recorded in asia.

South Korea reported a PmI 
of 41.6, Taiwan 42.2, Vietnam 
32.7, malaysia 31.3 and the 
Philippines 31.6.

‘Ramadan tumble’
“We expect manufacturing 

industry to record only 1.5 per 
cent growth in 2020, implying a 
230-basis points reduction com-
pared with the 2019 figure,” 
mirae asset Sekuritas Indonesia 
economist anthony Kevin wrote 
in an economic outlook report 
published on april 30, explaining 
that the “major setback” pro-
jected for the industry through-
out this year would be a result of 
weak international trade.

aside from weakening global 
trade, Bahana Sekuritas point-
ed to falling domestic demand 
to contribute to the industry’s 
gloomy outlook. “Core infla-
tion, a representation of aggre-
gate demand, defied historical 
patterns as it tumbled during 
the Ramadan month,” the 
securities firm said in its week-
ly report published on may 5.

Institute for Development of 
Economics and Finance senior 
economist aviliani expressed 
similar views. The downward 
trend in Indonesia’s manufac-
turing industry could carry on 
even after the crisis ends if 
there are no structural chang-
es within the industry.

Government incentives, 
such as tax cuts had to be 
addressed for those selected 
industries, a task for the min-
istries of Industry and Finance 
to figure out, she said.

Indonesian Employers asso-
ciation deputy chairman Bob 
azam told the Post that many of 
its members’ cash flows could 
only sustain them until June.

“The manufacturing sector 
has been pressed for three 
months, so by June, it needs to 
get back on its feet. If not, the 
industry will collapse, impacting 
employment as it’s a labour-in-
tensive sector,” Bob said on april 
6, hoping that the relaxation of 
social restriction measures 
would be accelerated so that by 
July 50 per cent of industry could 
operate again and by the first 
quarter next year manufactur-
ing could run at full speed.

When asked about the worst-
case scenario, he said it could 
take the industry two to three 
years to recover to the rate 
before the pandemic occurred 
if the handling of the crisis was 
ineffective.

On april 30, Coordinating 
minister for Economic affairs 
airlangga Hartarto said in an 
online briefing that only 15,000 
manufacturing companies 
were still operating at present 
out of a total of 40,000 in nor-
mal times. meanwhile, 4.7 mil-
lion workers in the sector were 
still working, out of 17 million 
workers previously. THE JAKARTA 

POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

In 1989-2019, the total number of investment projects in Laos was 
6,144, with an overall investment value of $36,9 billion. VIENTIANE TIMES



Sangeetha Amarthalingam

I
N THE mid-1970s, when the 
city crashed and burned in a 
warped socialist uprising led 
by Communist Party of Kam-

puchea leader Pol Pot, untold fear 
gripped the people.

Today, although less menacing, 
the fear is surreal as Covid-19 does 
a number on the economy.

It has resulted in thousands of 
documented job displacements 
in the garment sector, and wage 
cuts among white collar workers in 
Cambodia, although this has yet to 
be quantified.

The situation is graver because 
garment workers, as past studies 
show, stimulate the economy in the 
informal sector which is made up 
of street food vendors, hairdressers 
and transport providers.

A rough estimate shows that each 
wage earner in the garment sector 
supports five to six persons in the 
informal sector via local economic 
stimulation.

The government estimates that 
the temporary loss of some 150,000 
jobs in the garment sector would 
indirectly affect some one million 
people in the informal sector.

David Van, senior associate of 
Platform Impact, a public-private 
partnership, said: “The govern-
ment’s so-called Covid-19 stimulus 
plan is [also] not leading anywhere 
as small- and medium-sized enter-
prises are finding difficulty secur-
ing loans.

“If they close shop permanently, 
then there would be fewer jobs in 

the future. The picture is very 
grim.”

As if that 
was not bad enough, nearly 90,000 Cambo-

dian migrant workers in Thailand 
who flooded back home amid the 

crisis will likely raise the un-
employment rate in the 

Kingdom.
All these could 

veritably point to an expected 
growth in indebtedness among 
Cambodians. Up to 2018, the Cred-
it Bureau of Cambodia recorded 
$20.9 bil- lion in overall out-

standing loan bal-
ances, represent-

ing 3.3 million 
active borrow-
ers from 157 
financial in-
stitutions.

B e s i d e s , 
an updated 
May report 
by NGOs Li-
cadho and 
S a h m a -
kum Te-
ang Tnaut 
( S T T ) 
on the 

debt cri-
sis faced by the 
lower strata of 
the society re-
vealed that more 
than 2.6 million 
Cambodian bor-
rowers held more 
than $10 billion in 

microfinance debt 
by the end of 2019.

The report “Driven Out – One 
village’s experience with micro-
finance institutions (MFIs) and 

cross-border migration” said the 
amount constituted an average 
loan size of $3,804.

This is supposedly the highest 
figure in the world, and an increase 
on an “already troubling” average 
of $3,370 as of December 31, 2018.

“This debt, the majority of which 
is collateralised by land titles, con-

tinues to pose a significant threat 
to land tenure security for indebt-
ed families and has led to other se-
rious and systematic human rights 
abuses across the country, includ-
ing debt-driven migration,” Licad-
ho and STT said.

Based on the report, the situation 
had already seemed compounding 
before Covid-19. But the pandemic 
has sent the Cambodian economy 
into a tailspin.

The early stage impact was first 
apparent in the formal workforce 

starting in February, as minimum 
wagers lost their jobs after hun-
dreds of factories progressively 
pulled down the shutters on falling 
orders and imports of raw material 
from China.

To date, some 150,000 garment 
workers have been temporarily 
suspended and were forced to set-

tle on a third of their monthly in-
come amounting to $70.

Unofficial data states that only 
15,000 workers have received state 
allocation of $40 per person start-
ing this month. The remaining $30 
per worker is to be covered by the 
employers to make up the agreed 
flat $70 monthly wage for as long as 
they are temporarily unemployed.

“Of course, suspended workers 
have been receiving $30 from the 
companies based on the imple-
mentation of the policy [to pay sus-
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Job losses, pay cuts, force 

Cambodians into bad debts
The unrelenting negative economic effect of Covid-19 on businesses and banks’ stringent procedures 
have put Cambodians in a bind over term loans

 I am at a loss over what to do. 
If I fail to pay my mortgage for 

two or three months, the 
developer will seize my house 

and auction it



pended workers $70],” confirmed 
Garment Manufacturers’ Associa-
tion in Cambodia (GMAC) secre-
tary-general Ken Loo.

But he refused to divulge the 
number of affected workers who 
had received the total $70 salary 
(which includes the $40).

“It is better you ask the Ministry 
of Labour. I know the figure but 
they should say it,” Loo said.

Attempts to contact the ministry to 
confirm the figure also proved futile.

At last count, 180 factories had 
closed and another 60 were expect-
ed to do the same soon.

It should be noted that the law 
stipulates that companies can 
suspend operations for up to two 
months but they are allowed to 
extend “if necessary and based on 
actual situation”.

Whichever way this plays out, the 
impact on the people has already 
invoked panic among Cambodi-
ans.

The plight of the lower income 
sector has been judiciously docu-
mented in news portals where me-
nial workers in the manufacturing 
and service industries are report-
edly sinking deeper into debt and 
poverty.

Banks, stern internal rules
The rippling effect of the virus 

has now spilled into the lower-
middle income category, which 
represents a per capita income of 
between $1,026 and $4,035 in Cam-
bodia.

In 2016, this growing income level 
pushed the country up from low in-
come status. By 2030, the Kingdom 
hopes to achieve an upper middle 
income economy.

However, the odds are against 
Cambodians, many who might 
have been diligently servicing their 
loans up to now.

Compelling evidence from peo-
ple interviewed showed that banks 
were allegedly less than merci-
ful with customers who sought to 
restructure loans or discuss debt 
moratoriums.

The hesitance in looking into 
people’s debts falls out of line with 
the National Bank of Cambodia’s 
(NBC) March 27 directive to banks 
and financial institutions to main-
tain financial stability, support 
economic activity, and ease debt-
ors’ burden.

In contrast, neighbouring coun-
tries such as Singapore, Thailand 
and Malaysia have adopted Covid-
19 national budgets that define 
the need for debt refinancing and 
moratoriums.

On top of that, the stimulus pack-
age of these governments involves 
one-off cash aid to people as well 
as near-zero interest rate loans.

Suffice to say, Cambodian bank-
ers are treading carefully on the 
transition based on the complaints 
of borrowers.

Commenting on this, economist 
Chheng Kimlong said: “I have seen 
a few unofficial reports and statis-
tics on this. Some private banks 
and financial institutions may 
have their policies and internal 
rules that are hard to change im-
mediately.

“The government should con-
sider giving enough time to banks 
and financial institutions as well as 
some support since they are expe-
riencing revenue losses too.”

Queries to NBC went unan-
swered.

“We were crushed”
Requesting anonymity, a couple 

in Phnom Penh said they raised 
$20,000 from the lease of their ag-
ricultural land measuring 10m by 
20m in the city to pay off a hire 
purchase loan taken with a micro-
finance institution.

Together with some $5,000 in sav-
ings, the debt was repaid, but they 
were not spared the $500 penalty.

“We pleaded with the officer to 
excuse the penalty to no avail. We 
were crushed. We are already low 
on savings and we have two other 
loans – a mortgage and hire pur-
chase loan to service monthly,” said 
the homemaker, whose 42-year-old 
husband works as a taxi driver.

The $500 sum could have been 
used to settle one month’s mort-
gage of $420 with her borey (gated 
housing development) financing 
provider, basically the developer 
which also acts as a building soci-
ety to housebuyers.

“I have another 15 years to go on 
my 17-year loan tenure. We are also 
paying around $360 for another car 
which my husband uses for work,” 
said the mother of two teenagers.

But the collapse in the tourism 
sector essentially rendered her 
husband, the sole breadwinner of 
the family, jobless which damp-
ened their debt servicing ability.

Human resource department 
clerk Sothea (not her real name), 
foresees dark clouds ahead follow-
ing her husband’s loss of income 
from his teaching job in a hospital-
ity school this month.

“The first thing we did was to 
postpone our $400 monthly mort-
gage with our developer who pro-
vides financial arrangement. We 
have the option to postpone next 
month too but I am not sure for 
how long more.

“Although we postponed the 
mortgage, we still have to pay about 
$100 in interest every month,” said 
the 27-year-old who has a one-year-
old son.

She fears that with the current 
economic condition, her husband, 
who used to earn about $700 a 
month, would not be able to secure 
another job in the short term.

Retail manager Try Sopheak, 34, 
has had his salary cut by 40 per cent 
to $800 after sales in the designer 
clothes shop he works in dropped 
since late February.

Like the others, he is saddled 
with a housing loan from a borey 
financer who has refused to waive 
the $500 monthly payments which 
consist of $160 principle amount 
and $340 in interest.

To add salt to the wound, he is 
also fined $24 penalty if he pays the 
loan five days late or $48 if payment 
is delayed by a month.

The father of two also has a hire 
purchase loan, and fears that he 
might not be able to service his 
loans in the coming months as his 
employer has indicated a further 
pay cut.

“I am at a loss over what to do. If 
I fail to pay my mortgage for two or 
three months, the developer will 
seize my house and auction it,” 
said Sopheak, who owns an afford-
able house priced at $45,000.

For most borey developments, in-
terest rates on mortgages are exor-
bitant. In Sopheak’s case, his loan is 
fixed with a 12 per cent interest rate.

By the end of his 10-year loan ten-
ure, he would have paid $90,000, 
which is double the house price.

Covid-19, rising debt
The debt situation in Cambodia 

has been worrying. In 2018, the 
NBC in its Financial Stability Re-
view flagged the issue of individual 
debt accumulation which warrant-
ed close monitoring.

It warned that a continued in-
crease in overall credit might re-
sult in an excessive build-up of 
individual debt that could poten-
tially have a destabilising effect on 
the economy.

Backing this is the World Bank’s 
report on microfinance and house-
hold welfare in January last year 

which found that over the past five 
years, the average loan size had 
grown more than tenfold, as did 
the share of loans for consumption 
needs and the portfolio-at-risk.

The World Bank said the trends 
were due to a combination of the 
low penetration of financial instru-
ments, deteriorating lending prac-
tices, and low financial literacy.

Presently, with loss of jobs and 

pay cuts due to Covid-19, there is 
no telling how the situation could 
pan out.

One thing is possible. People are 
likely to take on more debts to sus-
tain the difficult period, assuming 
they overcome the bank and MFI’s 
stringent criteria to secure new 
loans.

Failing this, they might be pushed 
to borrow from the unregulated 

lending market, exposing them to 
further risks. But all this is conjec-
ture.

Sopheak does not want to end up 
there, though.

“If things get really bad, I will sell 
up in Phnom Penh and move to my 
father-in-law’s village in Kampot 
and become a rice farmer. That is 
my exit plan,” he said with sheer 
resolution.
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Bank’s NPL ratios for credit to individual (in percent, 2018) 

NPL ratios for individual loan category (in percent, 2018 Q3)
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The overall quality of credit to individuals remained sound. The NPL ratio of credit 

to individuals for business purposes declined from around 5 percent in 2012 to around 2.1 percent 

in 2018. Meanwhile, credit to personal essentials segment maintained the NPL ratio at around 1 

percent during the same period (Figure 60). Based on CBC data for personal essentials segment, 

the NPL ratio of personal loan category has been trending down, meanwhile the NPL ratio in the 

case of mortgages edged up somewhat but the ratios remained relatively low (Figure 61).  

While the quality of credit to individuals has not yet been of immediate concern, an 

accumulation of individual debts going forward warrants closer monitoring. Despite 

relatively sound credit quality, a continued increase in overall credit to individuals calls for 

ongoing monitoring to avoid excessive buildup of individual debt, which could potentially have 

destabilizing effects on the economy.  

Figure 58. Breakdown of credit to individuals 
(in percent of GDP, 2018) 

Figure 59. Breakdown of credit to individuals for 
business purposes (in percent, 2018) 

  
Source : National Bank of Cambodia 

Figure 60. Bank's NPL ratios for credit to 
individual (in percent, 2018) 

Figure 61. NPL ratios for individual loan category 
(in percent, 2018 Q3) 

 
 

Source: National Bank of Cambodia Source: Credit Bureau of Cambodia 
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InnovatIve young 
Cambodian food scientists 
have something sweet to 
offer the global candy 

market. 
experts are diligently 

producing exotically flavoured 
candy that is now sold in 
the local and international 
markets, where demand for 
confectionery is soaring.

In their laboratories, they 
experiment with local food-
stuffs found in rural provinces, 
such as tamarind, Java plums 
and green mangoes, to produce 
hard candies with unique tastes 
for the sweet-toothed. 

Last September, their com-
pany aprati Foods (Cambodia) 
Ltd, began exporting “Frutati” 
and “Mocati” hard candies to 
the US – which grabbed the in-
dustry’s attention and signalled 
the entry of a new player in 
the global market.

aprati‘s food scientists 
recently wrapped up a “Flavour 
exploration tour” of several 
of the Kingdom’s provinces, 
including Battambang, Pursat, 
and Kampong Chhnang. 

their mission was to explore 
local wild forest fruits currently 
in season.

Many of the talented young 
group are graduates from the 
Institute of technology of 
Cambodia, the Royal University 
of agriculture and Mean Chey 
University. 

“the team will continue to 
visit the countryside in the 
coming months to discover 
new, authentic and imaginative 
flavours.

“this unbridled spirit for 
adventure, a shared thirst for 
inspiration and a lifelong pas-
sion for learning all bode well 
for this young team of Cam-
bodians,” aprati’s Knowledge 
Creation director Benjamin 
Pedro told The Post. 

all of which points to the 
start of another sunrise indus-
try in the Kingdom.

Cambodia has all the right 
ingredients to be an interesting 

player in the world of candy 
making. 

abundant raw materials, an 
industrious young workforce, 
growing disposable income 
and an untapped confectionery 
manufacturing sector could 
catapult candy production to 
new heights. 

Located in the Phnom Penh 
Special economic Zone, aprati 
Foods is an affiliate of the 

US-based candy manufacturer 
american Licorice – which has 
been producing confectionery 
since 1914 – giving the com-
pany additional leverage in the 
competitive sector.

the Cambodian sweet-maker 
produces three main flavours 
of hard candy brands – Mo-
cati (coffee-inspired flavours), 
aprati (cool mint and menthol) 
and Frutati (uniquely Cam-

bodian with authentic fruit 
flavours).

annually, aprati Foods pro-
duces 150 tonnes of candy, 
which is largely sold in the 
local market and the US.

the US confection-
ery market is expected 
to reach $19.6 billion 
by 2025, according to 
Grand view Research, 
Inc report.

“aprati Foods is currently de-
veloping a candy product made 
from locally produced palm 
sugar as part of its commitment 
to support local enterprise and 
Cambodian agriculture. 

“this will further extend to 
other locally sourced raw ma-
terials in the foreseeable future 
as supply chains become more 
accessible and local supplies in-
creasingly meet the company’s 
stringent quality standards.

“aprati Foods is now an 
industry forerunner in its ap-
proach to confectionery product 
development. Its team of local 
food scientists and process 
engineers collaborate regularly 
to introduce ground-breaking 
improvements to the candy-
making process. 

“this helps ensure the 
manufacture of 

consistently 
high-quality, 

shelf-
stable 
candies 
for the 
consum-
er,” Pedro 

said. 
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Sweet dreams: Made-in-Cambodia 
exotic candy taking US by storm

Local fruits add value to the candy made at Aprati Foods. 

Young Cambodian food scientists are making waves in the confectionery business. 

The Aprati Foods (Cambodia) Ltd factory produces around 150 tonnes of candy annually. 
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world

THE Taliban on Wednesday 
said they were prepared to bat-
tle afghan forces after the 
president told troops to 
resume offensive operations 
following grisly attacks that 
have further unravelled a frag-
ile peace process.

New details have emerged on 
Tuesday’s assault on a Kabul 
maternity hospital, where at 
least 24 people including infants, 
mothers and nurses were killed. 
The daylight attack was followed 
by a blast at a funeral in the 
country’s east that killed 32 
mourners.

according to international 
humanitarian organisation 
medecins Sans Frontieres (mSF), 
or Doctors Without Borders, 
which runs the maternity wing 
at the Barchi Hospital in west 
Kabul, one woman gave birth 
during the lengthy attack.

“While pregnant women and 
babies were seeking health 
care in one of the most vulner-
able states in life … attackers 
stormed the maternity [unit] 
through a series of explosions 
and gunfire lasting for hours,” 
mSF said in a statement.

The group said at least one 
afghan colleague appeared to 
have been among those killed 
in the “revolting” attack.

President ashraf Ghani 
blamed both that assault and 
the funeral bombing on the 
Taliban and the Islamic State 
group, ordering afghan troops 
to “resume their operations 
against the enemy”.

For weeks afghan forces 
had been on a “defensive” 
posture to ease peace talks 
with the Taliban.

But the insurgents, who 
denied involvement in Tues-
day’s attacks, warned they were 
“fully prepared” to counter any 
strikes by afghan forces.

“From now onwards the 
responsibility of further esca-
lation of violence and its ram-
ifications shall fall squarely on 
the shoulders of the Kabul 
administration,” the Taliban 
said in a statement.

The aggressive threatens the 
fraying peace process just as 
afghanistan grapples with a 
public health crisis triggered by 
the coronavirus pandemic.

The UN Security Council 
strongly condemned “the hei-
nous and cowardly terrorist 
attacks”.

“Deliberately targeting 
infants, children, mothers and 
health workers as such is espe-
cially abhorrent,” a Council 
statement read, emphasising 
that “any acts of terrorism are 
criminal and unjustifiable”.

mSF has experienced several 
tragedies in afghanistan, includ-
ing the shooting of five staff in 
2004 in northwestern Badghis 
province, prompting the group 
to pull out of the war-torn 
nation after 24 years. AFP

WHO warns 
virus may be 
here to stay
T

HE new coronavirus 
may never go away 
and populations will 
have to learn to live 

with it just as they have HIV, 
the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) has warned, as 
the global death toll from the 
disease nears 300,000.

There were also gloomy 
forecasts from the US Fed-
eral Reserve (Fed), which said 
prolonged shutdowns to stem 
the spread of the virus could 
cause lasting economic dam-
age in the country.

The US logged more than 
1,800 deaths on Wednesday, 
bringing the nation’s total to 
84,059.

a vaccine could allow coun-
tries and economies to fully 
re-open from lockdowns and 
potentially earn millions of 
dollars for its creators.

But the WHO said the virus 
may never be wiped out en-
tirely.

“This virus may become just 
another endemic virus in our 
communities and this virus 
may never go away,” said mi-
chael Ryan, the global health 
body’s emergencies director 
in Geneva, Switzerland.

“HIV has not gone away – 
but we have come to terms 
with the virus.”

The prospect of the disease 
hanging around leaves gov-
ernments across the world 
facing a delicate balancing 

act between suppressing the 
pathogen and getting econo-
mies up and running.

US President Donald Trump 
has been pushing for a swift 
resumption of economic ac-
tivity in the country, often 
against the advice of health of-
ficials, as he tries to jumpstart 
the world’s largest economy 
before a November election.

Top infectious diseases ex-
pert anthony Fauci has said 
re-opening too soon risks 
triggering uncontrollable out-
breaks, but Trump on Wednes-
day dismissed that call for 
caution as “not acceptable”.

In an excerpt of an interview 
with Fox Business to air in full 
on Thursday, Trump said: “I 
disagree with him on schools.”

The tensions between health 
and the economy were thrown 
into sharp relief on Wednes-
day when Fed chief Jerome 
Powell warned of a potential 
“wave of bankruptcies” that 
could cause lasting harm to 
the world’s largest economy.

Powell, who has launched a 
host of key programs to sup-
port credit markets and pro-
vide funds directly to compa-
nies, said there are limits to 
how far the Fed can go.

“We can make loans to sol-
vent businesses,” Powell said, 
but cautioned that “the pas-
sage of time is all that is need-
ed for a liquidity problem to 
turn into a solvency problem”.

Re-opening continued in 
earnest across Europe, with 
officials pushing ahead with 
plans to restore summer tour-
ism even as fears persist of a 
second wave of infections.

Desperate to save millions 
of jobs, the EU set out pro-
posals for a phased restart of 
travel, with border controls 
to be eventually lifted, along 
with measures to minimise 
transmission.

Some beaches re-opened in 
France on Wednesday – but 
only for swimming and fish-
ing – and people in England 
were allowed to leave their 
homes more freely.

But in Latin america the vi-
rus continued to surge, with a 

60 per cent leap in infections 
in the Chilean capital of San-
tiago, prompting authorities 
to impose a total lockdown on 
the city.

In argentina, officials were 
watching the capital Buenos 
aires warily after one of its 
poorest and most densely 
populated neighbourhoods 
showed a increase in cases.

In Thailand, there were 
no new Covid-19 cases over 
24 hours, or any deaths, Dr 
Taweesin Visanuyothin, 
spokesman of the govern-
ment’s Centre for Covid-19 
Situation administration 
(CCSa), said on Wednesday.

This marked one of the best 
days for Thailand since the 

outbreak of the pandemic.
“This is the first time that 

there have been no new cas-
es since we started the daily 
Covid-19 reports.

“It is the best result, thanks 
to cooperation from the peo-
ple, but we should not get 
complacent – we still have to 
be vigilant,” he said.

He said the first time the 
CCSa saw zero domestic 
cases was on may 4, but there 
were still reports in the state 
quarantine area.

as the country reported 
one new case on Thursday, 
Dr Taweesin urged people to 
remain on guard against the 
virus. AFP, THE NATION (THAILAND)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Cuba added to US counterterrorism blacklist
THE US and Cuba traded 
accusations of support for ter-
rorism as President Donald 
Trump’s administration on 
Wednesday blacklisted the 
communist island, saying it 
had not fully cooperated on 
counterterrorism.

Washington increased the 
pressure on Havana just one 
day after Cuba urged a terror-
ism probe over gunfire that hit 
its embassy in the US capital.

The State Department faulted 
Cuba over the presence of 
Colombia’s leftist National Lib-
eration army (ELN) rebels, who 
travelled to Havana in 2017 to 
negotiate with the Bogota gov-
ernment but have not returned.

It was the first time that Cuba 
was not certified since the 2015 
report. It joined the ranks of four 
other US adversaries – Iran, North 
Korea, Syria and Venezuela.

“Cuba’s refusal to produc-
tively engage with the Colom-
bian government demonstrates 
that it is not cooperating with 
US work to support Colombia’s 
efforts to secure a just and last-
ing peace, security and oppor-
tunity for its people,” the State 

Department said.
Colombian President Ivan 

Duque, a conservative ally of 
the US, broke off talks with the 
ELN after a January car bomb 
attack on a Bogota police 
academy killed 21 recruits.

The militants have been 
demanding, unsuccessfully, 
that Colombia grant safe pas-

sage for its negotiators to come 
back from Cuba.

The State Department certifi-
cation falls under the arms 
Export Control act and will have 
little practical effect on Cuba, 
which does not buy weapons 
from its long-time foe.

But the step is the latest by 
Trump to increase pressure on 

Cuba and move away from the 
reconciliation efforts under-
taken by his predecessor 
Barack Obama.

The move is separate from a 
US designation of state spon-
sorship of terrorism, which 
has far-reaching legal effects.

The Obama administration 
removed Cuba from the list of 

state sponsors of terrorism in 
2015, although Trump’s State 
Department has flirted with 
putting it back on.

The ELN is said to operate in 
about 10 per cent of Colombia 
but is a smaller player than the 
Revolutionary armed Forces of 
Colombia (Farc), which reached 
a landmark peace agreement 
with the government in 2016.

Colombia’s high commis-
sioner for peace miguel Cebal-
los said the US move on Cuba 
gave weight to Bogota’s 
demands “that all countries 
where ELN or Farc members 
are present hand them over to 
justice”.

Cuban minister of Foreign 
affairs Bruno Rodriguez 
accused the US of hypocrisy 
for criticising the island on ter-
rorism but not preventing the 
attack on its embassy.

“It is hiding its history of 
state terrorism against Cuba 
and the impunity of violent 
groups on its territory,” Rod-
riguez wrote on Twitter.

a day earlier, he demanded an 
“exhaustive investigation” into 
the april 30 shooting. AFP

Taliban set 
to combat 
afghan 
gov’t forces

Michael Ryan, the WHO’s emergencies director, warns that the new coronavirus may become another 
endemic virus in communities around the world and may never be fully exterminated. AFP

US President Donald Trump’s administration on Wednesday blacklisted Cuba. AFP



ASEAN
12 THE PHNOM PENH POST  may  15, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Provisional 
franchise for 
Philippines’ 
top network
P

RESSED by public 
outcry, the Philip-
pines’ House of 
Representatives on 

Wednesday moved to pass a 
bill giving the country’s larg-
est broadcast network aBS-
CBN Corp a temporary li-
cence to go back on the air for 
five months while Congress 
decides whether to grant it a 
fresh 25-year franchise.

That would give the House 
and the Senate until the end 
of October to deliberate on 
the franchise renewal of aBS-
CBN, which was forced to 
shut down its radio and tele-
vision stations on may 5, a 
day after its licence expired.

House Bill No 6732, au-
thored by Speaker alan Peter 
Cayetano and seven other 
House leaders, will give a 
provisional franchise to aBS-
CBN that will be valid until 
October 31, 2020, “unless 
sooner revoked or cancelled”.

It was approved on second 
reading during the plenary 
session attended online by 

most of the chamber’s 302 
members.

However, the bill will face 
two challenges before it is 
passed into law – first, it will 
need the concurrence of the 
Senate and second, it will re-
quire the signature of Presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte, who 
has repeatedly threatened to 
block the network’s franchise.

Senate minority Leader 
Franklin Drilon expressed con-
fidence that his colleagues will 
approve aBS-CBN’s franchise 
renewal before they adjourn 
the regular session on June 5.

“It can be done. The key is 
for the House to act on the 
franchise [bill] as soon as 
possible,” Drilon said.

Senate majority Leader 
Juan miguel Zubiri said the 
Senate public services com-
mittee would open hearings 
next week to start the discus-
sion of the chamber’s version 
of the TV network’s franchise.

“Hopefully, we can pass 
the measure the week after. 
We will work expeditiously to 

pass the measure up to ratifi-
cation before the break,” Zu-
biri said in a Viber message.

Senator Francis Pangilinan, 
however, said the House move 
was just a “band-aid solution” 
that would put the broadcast 
giant on a “leash”.

He questioned the bill’s 
five-month effectivity instead 
of the usual 25 years.

“[aBS-CBN] will be like a 
dog with a leash on its neck. 
If they pull it hard, the com-

pany will not be able to bark, 
but just bellow in pain.

“Until the franchise has not 
been granted, this will still be 
an attack on media and press 
freedom, and an assault to our 
democracy,” said Pangilinan.

But in a statement, the net-
work welcomed the bill and 
thanked leaders of the House 
“for recognising the role we 
play in providing for the needs 
of the people in terms of ac-
cess to news, information, en-

tertainment, and public ser-
vice at this crucial time”.

Sought for comment, presi-
dential spokesperson Harry 
Roque said the approval of the 
provisional franchise for aBS-
CBN was the prerogative of 
the House.

The president respects it, he 
added.

Last week, Roque said Du-
terte was taking a “neutral” 
stand on the franchise renew-
al issue and the administra-

tion-dominated House could 
vote on it either way.

The House on Wednesday 
converted itself into a commit-
tee of the whole to allow the en-
tire body to discuss the bill, in-
stead of limiting discussions to 
the House legislative franchises 
panel before plenary debates.

The bill will be put to a vote 
on third reading in compli-
ance with the chamber’s 
three-day notice rule. PHILIPPINE 

DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The Philippines’ House of Representatives on Wednesday moved to pass a bill giving ABS-CBN a temporary licence to go back on the air for five 
months while Congress decides whether to grant it a fresh 25-year franchise. AFP

Sailors’ deaths highlight lack of migrant worker protection
a VIDEO showing the burial at sea of 
an Indonesian crew member who 
allegedly endured poor working con-
ditions aboard a Chinese fishing ves-
sel has exposed the lack of regulations 
that could have protected him and 
other migrant workers on the ship.

The video, which went viral last week, 
was confirmed by Indonesian minister 
of Foreign affairs Retno LP marsudi 
who said that the fisherman in the 
video was one of four Indonesian crew 
members registered to Chinese lon-
gliner Long Xin 629 who had died 
between December and last month.

Indonesian sailors who had worked 
aboard the vessel spoke anonymous-
ly to South Korea’s munhwa Broad-
casting Corporation.

They said the migrant workers 
aboard the ship had endured poor liv-
ing conditions, such as having to work 
for 30-hour stretches. They said they 
were also made to drink filtered sea-
water aboard the ship, which eventu-
ally took a toll on their health.

Wahyu Susilo, executive director of 
labour rights advocacy group migrant 
Care, said the incidents exposed the 
grim conditions of Indonesian 
migrant workers, especially those 
who worked in the maritime sector.

“The foreign ministry is facing diffi-
culties in handling such cases, mainly 
because of jurisdictional problems.

“a case can occur on a fishing vessel 
with a flag different from its compa-
ny’s country of origin, and it may be 
sailing in the territory of yet another 
country or international waters.

“But whatever the situation is, the 
government should provide universal 
protection for Indonesian fisher-
men,” said Wahyu.

The vulnerability of Indonesian 
migrant workers in the maritime and 
fisheries sector is exacerbated by the 

lack of adequate protection.
Even though the government 

enacted the migrant Worker Protec-
tion Law in 2017, it has yet to issue 
the implementing regulations man-
dated by the law.

“Some agencies are fighting over the 
powers to potentially be introduced 
by these regulations. In this case, [the 
contention is] among the transporta-
tion ministry, the manpower ministry 
and the Indonesian migrant Workers 
Protection agency,” Wahyu said.

The 2017 law has been hailed by activ-

ists as an improvement from the 2004 
law, marking a shift in the government’s 
focus from a pro-business perspective 
to a protection-first perspective.

The law requires a set of implement-
ing government regulations which were 
to be issued by November last year or 
two years after the law’s enactment.

However, to date, the ministry of 
manpower, as the leading institution, 
has yet to issue any regulations that 
could have protected the sailors.

The foreign ministry is now pushing 
for the deliberation of government 

regulation on the protection of the crews 
of fishing and commercial vessels.

Retno said the government should 
supervise more strictly the recruit-
ment of Indonesian sailors by foreign 
ship-owners and should fully exam-
ine their employment contracts.

“We call for the business processes 
– including the placement of crew 
members on longline fishing vessels 
– to be improved through better pro-
tection of their rights,” said Retno.

according to the 2014-2016 Global 
Slavery Index by australia-based 

human rights group Walk Free, migrant 
workers in the maritime and fisheries 
sector, especially fishing crews, were 
among the most exploited groups 
experiencing modern slavery.

“There are hundreds of thousands 
of Indonesian crew members on fish-
ing vessels trapped in this modern 
slavery,” said Wahyu.

Retno lamented that the regulations 
governing fishing vessel crews, par-
ticularly those working on longliners, 
were very limited, unlike commercial 
vessels whose operations were regu-
lated in detail in the International 
Labour Organisation’s (ILO) 2006 
maritime Labour Convention.

She said: “For the crews of longline 
fishing vessels, they are protected by no 
– or very limited – international rules.

“This will also be a priority for [Indo-
nesian] diplomacy – encouraging the 
establishment of international legal 
norms to regulate the protection of 
crews on these fishing vessels.”

mas achmad Santosa of the Indone-
sian Ocean Justice Initiative pointed 
out that Indonesia could instead start 
by ratifying ILO’s 2007 Work in Fishing 
Convention, which specifically regu-
lates the protection of fisheries crews.

The convention establishes a min-
imum working age, standard work 
agreements and crew protections. It 
also requires governments to adopt 
national regulations to ensure vessel 
owners provide for the health and 
safety of crew members.

“Even though in 2016, Indonesia 
ratified the 2006 maritime Labour 
Convention, which regulates social 
security, workers’ rights and fair 
employment opportunities for sea-
farers, the convention excludes pro-
tection for the crews of fishing ves-
sels,” mas achmad said. THE JAKARTA 

POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Migrant workers in the maritime and fisheries sector were among the most exploited groups experiencing modern slavery. AFP
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N
EXT to water, sand 
is our most con-
sumed natural 
resource. The glo-

bal demand for sand and 
gravel stands between 40 bil-
lion and 50 billion tonnes 
annually, according to the 
UN Environment Programme 
(UNEP), and its scarcity is an 
emerging global crisis.

The world may run out of 
sand if we do not start paying 
attention to sand as a resource 
that needs research, manage-
ment and governance.

The demand for sand is 
only expected to rise. Sand is 
also needed to manufacture 
medical-grade glass vials, 
which are used to hold vac-
cines. The industry already 
faced shortages even before 
researchers began develop-
ing a coronavirus vaccine. 
and conflicts over sand are 
emerging in the US state of 
Florida and other seemingly 
sand-rich areas.

But urbanisation and its 
need for concrete, land infill, 
asphalt and glass is fuelling 
sand exploitation the most. 
The global urban population, 
expected to grow to 5.2 bil-
lion by 2030 from 4.4 billion 
today, will sustain the global 
construction boom, where 
sand is the key ingredient for 
concrete.

as sand markets boom, 
entrepreneurs, organised 
crime and other groups have 
emerged to cash in, often 
using cheap labour and driv-
ing widespread habitat 
destruction and coastal, riv-
erbank and delta erosion.

Violent economy
Sand mining can be dan-

gerous. miners may drown as 
they harvest sand by hand 
underwater, and hundreds of 
sand miners, grassroots 
activists, journalists, police 
officers, government officials 
and others have been killed 
in clashes over sand.

a diverse set of players 
including organised crime 
are involved in the sand min-
ing industry. Roving bandits 

hunt for sand deposits to 
dredge, and operations may 
be hidden from port authori-
ties using high-tech GPS 
spoofing devices. Local 
mafia-like structures – likely 
in at least 70 countries – con-
trol entire sand mines and 
districts.

We know these sites are 
characterised by violence, 
secrecy and a lack of trust, 
but sand’s shadow economy 
remains largely unknown. 
This limits our understand-
ing of the financial flows that 
fuel sand mining, the barriers 
to trade regulation and sand 
governance, and the criminal 
aspects of sand operations.

Unsustainable or illegal sand 
extraction from marine, coast-
al and freshwater ecosystems 
has led to serious sustainabili-
ty challenges, including car-
bon emissions and land loss. 
These environmental impacts 
will likely be further com-
pounded: data on sand extrac-
tion are incomplete, with glo-
bal sand imports exceeding 
global exports.

Infrastructure demands for 
housing and development 
fuels the concrete sector, 
which now contributes eight 
per cent of global carbon 
dioxide emissions. This is a 
serious issue from a carbon 
emissions perspective. That 
means sand, by way of con-
crete, is tied to our climate 
futures – and vice versa, as 
the recent interest in mining 
the sand emerging from 
Greenland’s melting ice sheet 
demonstrates.

Mobilising a sand agenda
Scientists have also con-

firmed riverbank instability 
from sand mining in the 
mekong, yangtze and other 
large rivers. Sand dredging 
impacts river flow, erosion 
levels and aquatic habitats.

In myanmar, river-bed 
farmers are losing their land 
as sand mining intensifies. 
across the mekong Delta, 
people are struggling to find 
fish, which are affected by 
the noise of sand dredging, 
as homes and roads further 

crumble into rivers.
an important starting point 

for mobilising a sand agenda 
is the 2019 UNEP sand gov-
ernance report, focusing on 
accountability and transpar-
ency in sand value chains. 
Global sand governance is 
critical.

Changing how we build our 
cities is another part of how 
we face the sand and climate 
crises. We need to ask our-
selves why we have been so 
seduced by concrete. If we do 
not change our habits, and 
encourage the development 
of “green concrete” and alter-
native building materials or 
innovations such as using 
bacterial species in bio-con-
crete, the world built from 
sand may be pulled down by 
its own weight.

To further mobilise a sand 
agenda, researchers and cam-
paigners could focus on nar-
ratives that draw on the cli-
mate crisis or other ecological 
dimensions, such as directing 
attention to how sand dredg-
ing is linked to landslides and 

poorer water quality, or how 
sand infill leads to the loss of 
wetland habitat.

Others could unpack 
labour regimes, advocate for 
better working conditions, or 
explore the involvement of 
political groups in financing 
sand extraction. We need to 
delve deeper into how the 
sand mining sector relies on 
cheap labour, fast-moving 
money, some of it illicit, and 
criminal activities.

This sand agenda, through 
the consideration of working 
conditions and ecological 
dimensions, enables us to 
imagine a global future that 
is greener and more just. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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How the global appetite for sand  
is fuelling a crisis

Unsustainable or illegal sand extraction from marine, coastal and freshwater ecosystems has led to serious sustainability challenges, including 
carbon emissions and land loss. Scientists have also confirmed riverbank instability from sand mining in the Mekong and other large rivers. AfP
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Senegal fights virus with robots
S

ENEGaLESE engineer-
ing students are throw-
ing themselves at the 
West african state’s 

growing coronavirus problem 
with inventions such as auto-
matic sanitiser dispensers and 
medical robots. 

youngsters from a top en-
gineering school in the capi-
tal Dakar have turned their 
technical skills toward easing 
pressure on the wards – and 
they are already in talks with 
hospitals over some of their 
innovations.

One example is a small ro-
bot, dubbed ‘Dr Car’, which 
will be able to measure pa-
tients’ blood pressure and 
temperature, students from 
Dakar’s Ecole Superieure 
Polytechnique (ESP) said.

The university is considered 
one of West africa’s best for 
engineering and technology, 
and is highly selective, with 
28 nationalities represented 
among its 4,000 students. 

Lamine mouhamed Kebe, 
one of the students who con-
ceived the robot, said the ma-
chine would reduce the expo-
sure of doctors and nurses to 
infected patients and use of 
expensive protective gear.

“at a certain point . . . we rea-
lised that medical equipment 
was limited,” the 23-year-old 
added. “We can do something.”

Guided by a mounted cam-
era and controlled via an app, 
doctors will also be able to 
communicate with patients 
through the robot, Kebe said, 
potentially allowing them to 
treat people isolated in hard-
to-reach rural areas.

Senegal’s coronavirus out-
break pales in comparison to 
the situation in virus-stricken 
Europe and the US.

But after a slow start, con-
firmed cases in the nation of 
some 16 million people are 
increasing.

and as with other poor coun-
tries in the region, there are 
fears that Senegal is ill equipped 
to handle a large outbreak.

authorities have recorded 
more than 1,700 cases to date, 
including 19 fatalities. Hospi-

tal staff in Dakar are also be-
ginning to contract Covid-19.

Faced with an increased 
threat, frontline Senegalese 
doctors are taking the young 
engineers seriously.

an initial prototype de-
signed by the students was 
essentially a small mobile trol-
ley, designed to carry equip-
ment or meals to patients.

But abdoulaye Bousso, the 
head of an emergency ward in 
a Dakar hospital, asked to re-
design it to include mechani-
cal arms capable of conducting 
medical tests – an upgrade the 
students are working on now.

“It’s a whole process,” Bous-

so said, adding that the robot 
could cut down on their use 
of expensive bibs and gowns, 
which must be thrown away.

Focus on practicality
Ndiaga Ndiaye, an ESP pro-

fessor in charge of marketing 
the inventions, said the uni-
versity has long emphasised 
practical projects and entre-
preneurship, which meant 
students were poised to act 
when the virus broke out.

The robot is “far from being 
a gadget”, he said, and could 
be produced at a larger scale 
once ready.

“We are a public institution. 

There is one concept that 
binds us all together, and that 
is service to the community,” 
he said.

Other students have devised 
simpler devices that they also 
hope will battle the disease in 
Senegal.

Gianna andjembe, a mas-
ters student in electrical en-
gineering, has designed an 
automatic hand-sanitiser 
dispenser that he said could 
reduce the need for staff in 
schools and hospitals to su-
pervise hand-washing.

“It’s very simple, it’s basic,” 
said the 26-year-old. “as sci-
entists, as engineers, we have 
to meet the challenges and 
really take our destiny into 
our own hands.”

The coronavirus has up-
ended ESP students’ lives.

Lectures are now held over 
video and students who used to 
tinker in labs until late at night 
must now rush home owing to 
a dusk-to-dawn curfew.

But the crisis has also given 
the young engineers a sense 
of purpose. 

“What has changed is the 
responsibility,” robotmaker 
Kebe said before adding that 
the students also felt “much 
more patriotism”. AFP

Pape Mamadou Gueye, a mechanical engineering student handles a small robot in his school’s lab. afp

Gianna Andjembe, a masters student in electrical engineering, 
demonstrates how his automatic hand-sanitiser dispenser works. afp

Mara, a rescued Indian elephant, will retire in Brazil. afp

Circus elephant 
to retire in Brazil

Dutch eatery offering diners a 
sanitary night out in greenhouses

maRa, an Indian elephant res-
cued from an argentine circus, 
arrived at an animal sanctuary 
in Brazil on Wednesday to start 
a new life at 50-something – 
beginning with a celebratory 
frolic in the dirt.

mara, who weighs around 
5,500kg, spent much of her life 
as a circus attraction, then was 
brought to the Buenos aires 
Zoo in 1995.

The city closed the zoo in 2016 
over complaints about animal 
cruelty and turned it into an 
“eco park”. Officials decided to 
send mara off to a roomier 
retirement at an elephant sanc-
tuary in the state of mato Gros-
so, in west-central Brazil.

mara, who is believed to be in 
her early 50s, was transported in 
a huge crate built for the occa-
sion and loaded onto and off of 
a truck with the help of a crane.

The logistics of the four-day, 
2,000km trip were all the more 
complicated because of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

“We are grateful to everyone 
who has helped to make this 

happen – especially the Eco-
Parque Buenos aires, our sup-
porters and the officials in 
both Brazil and argentina who 
have made an international 
elephant transport possible 
during this pandemic,” Ele-
phant Sanctuary Brazil said on 
its Facebook page, where it 
live-streamed mara’s arrival.

“mara will have a large hab-
itat with trees, grass, ponds, 
creeks, mud wallows, special-
ised care staff and elephant 
friends.”

The trip was overseen by 
two teams of specialists, who 
followed customised proto-
cols to protect both them-
selves and mara from the new 
coronavirus.

Upon arrival, mara timidly 
stuck her nose out of her con-
tainer, then cautiously stepped 
out into the tropical sun.

Soon, she was lounging 
about in a pile of red dirt in her 
enclosure, where she will 
adapt to her new surroundings 
before being released into the 
1,133ha sanctuary. AFP

aN amsterdam art centre is 
to serve diners in small green-
houses so that people can go 
out to eat again despite social 
distancing rules brought in 
due to the coronavirus pan-
demic.

The mediamatic centre is 
currently testing out the new 
way of eating as it waits for 
Dutch authorities to reopen 
restaurants that have been 
shut since march 16 because 
of the Covid-19 outbreak.

“Corona now forces us to 
rethink how we can do hospi-
tality,” the centre’s director 
Willem Velthoven said.

“We used to have already 
these little greenhouses here 
for art projects. We thought 
‘okay, let’s try what happens if 
we sit in these small places, 
does it feel good and can we 
serve in a safe way’ and it goes 
quite well actually.”

Sitting next to a canal, the 
five small glass houses each 
have a little round table and 
two chairs – perfect for people 
who may want to go out once 
eating establishments reopen 
but don’t feel comfortable 
going back immediately to 
crowded restaurants.

“Being together in large 

groups will probably be out of 
fashion for a while but still 
coming in a social situation 
and really enjoying things 
together is something that we 
long for even more,” said 
Velthoven.

Waiters hand in the food 
from outside the greenhouse 
and wear protective gear in 
front of their faces to guard 
against any “accidental 
exchanges” with customers, 
he said.

“The greenhouses are so 
small that actually the serv-
ing staff wouldn’t even fit 
inside.” AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Frome of literature
  6 Old king of nursery rhymes
 10 Having done laps
 14 Workplace incentive
 15 Cameo shape
 16 Mexican quarters
 17 Antique music collection
 20 Chinese green tea variety
 21 Salty solution
 22 Laudatory poem
 24 “While ___ on the subject ...”
 27 Some other time
 28 Subtle qualities that surround 

individuals
 31 Shake awake
 33 “___ party time!”
 34 Fencer’s “You got me!”
 36 Powerful snorter
 38 Antique call centers
 41 Eat into
 42 “That’s funny!”
 45 Bubba, to Forrest
 48 Russian dynasts, once
 50 Stay on the same topic too long
 51 Japanese industrial center

 53 Old wives’ tale
 55 Prepare for firing
 56 “Ripe” life stage
 58 It’s kept on track, hopefully
 61 Antique transportation tools
 66 Fencer’s blunted blade
 67 Horse checker
 68 First name in Yankee history
 69 N.L. Central team
 70 Text message command
 71 Montaigne’s writing form
DOWN
  1 Preposition in poetry
  2 Mai ___ cocktail
  3 Member of the brass
  4 Sickly, as a complexion
  5 Jersey guys in jerseys
  6 Wall intersection
  7 Reproductive cells
  8 Sealing-wax substance
  9 Forest denizens
 10 Milan’s La ___
 11 An American 9-Down
 12 Home to online newsgroups
 13 Electromagnetic wave amplifiers
 18 Take to the body shop
 19 Bearing gifts?

 22 Bit of filly feed
 23 Barely a team
 25 Holdup
 26 Foreign currency
 29 Want badly (with “for”)
 30 Cause of a price increase
 32 Lampblack
 35 Third-generation Genesis name
 37 Use the maxilla and mandible
 39 Hard Dutch cheese
 40 Sheep ranchers, at times
 43 Wallach of film
 44 Popular street name
 45 “For richer, for ___”
 46 Not straight up
 47 Served, as punch
 49 Hair unit
 52 Cabbagelike vegetables
 54 It could be tipped off?
 57 Makes a miscalculation
 59 Surrender possession
 60 ___ out a living (just gets by)
 62 Have a look
 63 They’re bound by blood
 64 Parliamentary vote, sometimes
 65 Daydreamer’s limit?

“ANTIQUING” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

Isolated silver surfers 
ride a new tech wave
B

EFORE entering 
coronavirus lock-
down with the rest of 
Britain in march, 73-

year-old Pamela Cox had nev-
er shopped or banked online. 
Zoom was something you did 
with a camera lens.

Now the retiree is one of many 
in her generation finding a new 
IT proficiency later in life, one 
of the few positives to come out 
of the deadly pandemic as 
much of the world starts to 
scale back restrictions.

Last Friday, to celebrate the 
75th anniversary of Victory in 
Europe Day, Cox’s neighbours 
in northwest England organ-
ised a socially distanced tea 
party on their road via a newly 
created Whatsapp group.

“Imagine a few years ago, this 
[lockdown] would have been a 
total disaster, but the technol-
ogy now is fantastic,” Cox, a 
former secretary, told aFP by 
phone from her home in Birk-
enhead, near Liverpool.

“We’ve learned so much 
these last few weeks for every-
thing we had to do before,” she 
said, describing a new life of 
Skype calls with her three 
grandchildren, attending vir-
tual church services on Zoom, 
paying bills online and order-
ing fresh groceries from a local 
trader on Facebook.

Fighting digital exclusion
Cox owes her latter-day 

expertise to training from a 
company called We are Digital, 

which was contracted by 
Lloyds Bank to advise its older 
customers in online banking.

The consultancy also works 
with the government to help 
lower-income people access 
state benefits.

“Digital exclusion is higher 
on the agenda than ever,” said 
its CEO, matthew adam.

“There’s been more demand 
for our service than ever 
before, from big corporates to 
local councils, the [govern-
ment] Cabinet Office, the 
Treasury, worried about their 
vulnerable customers.”

Training groups such as We 
are Digital promise to demys-
tify the process for older peo-
ple who may have previously 
resisted smartphones, apps 
and online services.

In particular, adam said, the 
trick is to engage with a client’s 
personal interests.

“One elderly gent was fasci-
nated by history, and wanted 
to know more about his war-
time service. We showed him 
how to find information on 
that,” he said.

above all, the lockdowns 
have accelerated use of remote 
communications as families 
worldwide have taught older 
relatives to navigate platforms 
such as Zoom and Skype to 
stay in touch.

Isabel alsina-Reynolds, a 
London-based filmmaker, said 
she had encouraged her 83-year-
old grandfather to use his lap-
top for more than the odd email 

and game of Scrabble.
She installed Zoom and, 

after disinfecting the compu-
ter, dropped it off at his care 
home with a set of printed 
instructions.

“We managed to do a video 
call with him and members 
of my family all over the world 
– from Nebraska to India,” she 
said.

“It was very exciting and I 
think it will give him a bit more 
motivation for the week.”

Back to the future
If wonky camera angles, 

dodgy audio and blurry back-
grounds have become a main-
stay of lockdown life, the vide-
oconferencing revolution is 
part of a broader shift to dig-
ital services that was already 
well under way.

Governments and business-
es have long been touting their 
online portals as a way to 
enhance efficiency and to save 
money for themselves.

But demographics such as 
older and poorer people have 
proven stubbornly hard to 
reach.

The current crisis could 
change that, adam said.

“Cynical people might say 
that banks and the like are just 
going to use this to accelerate 
the closure of [local] branch-
es,” he added.

“But it seemed like that was 
the way of the world anyway 
before the pandemic.”

Cox would still prefer to pick 
out her fruit and vegetables in the 
shop, and resume human con-
tact with her extended family.

But she feels there is no 
going back now she is confi-
dent with online tools, and 
emphasises that the new tech-
nology has restored a form of 
community spirit.

“Before, we didn’t really see 
the neighbours much except 
to wave, but now we’re all best 
friends,” she said, pointing to 
lively chats and tips on her 
road’s Whatsapp group.

“It’s been dreadful for people 
who’ve been ill and died, but 
the fact we’ve gone back in 
time a bit, it’s like the old days 
when you could leave your 
front door open.” AFP

Digital training groups promise to demystify technology for older people who may have previously resisted 
smartphones, apps and online services. AFP

Rabbi Jeffrey Bennett of Temple Sinai in Newington, Connecticut, hosts a 
virtual community Seder on Zoom during the first night of Passover. AFP
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H
aVING become the first 
american to coach a team 
in the Champions League 
and overseen the remark-

able rise of Erling Braut Haaland, it 
was already an unforgettable season 
for Jesse marsch before the corona-
virus pandemic came along.

Now the coach of austria’s Red Bull 
Salzburg is preparing his team to return 
to action after a two-month shutdown.

Salzburg have already been back 
training in small groups but are set 
to resume collective training on Fri-
day before the austrian Bundesliga 
picks up again early in June.

“We had to all get tests today again 
to make sure that nobody had the vi-
rus. This is the second time that we 
have had tests,” marsch told aFP on 
Wednesday in a phone interview.

“We will still have to keep distances in 
the locker room, and we will wear masks 
in the building. Even on the bench we 
will have to keep distances of one metre 
between players and coaching staff.”

Unlike in Germany, where the 
league resumes this weekend, teams 
in austria have not been forced into 
quarantine training camps.

Indeed, if Germany has coped well 
enough with the pandemic to be 
able to bring back football, austria 

has arguably done even better.
With its population of almost nine 

million, it has registered only 624 deaths 
from under 16,000 cases and began 
easing its lockdown in mid-april.

“If you were here and you saw how 
people have followed the rules, how 
they wear masks, how they respect 
each other’s space, it would give you a 
lot of confidence that the virus is well 
contained,” says marsch, who was as-
sistant coach at RB Leipzig in Germany 
before moving to Salzburg last year.

The 46-year-old Wisconsin native 
spent lockdown in Salzburg with his 
wife and two sons. Their 18-year-old 
daughter stayed in Leipzig to finish 
high school but returned to the fam-
ily before the border between the 
countries closed.

Salzburg have not played since 
march 8. While in lockdown, marsch 
focused on “family, friends and foot-
ball” and – like everyone it seems – 
“did a lot of Zoom calls”.

Now the season is returning, and 
Salzburg’s first game is set to be the 
Cup final against second-division 
austria Lustenau late this month.

Then it will be back to the league, 
as the Red Bull club try to catch 
leaders LaSK Linz and claim a sev-
enth straight title. They are currently 

three points behind.
“Right now there is a lot of optimism 

and excitement,” admits marsch.

Haaland: ‘A freak’
Salzburg have found the going 

tougher since losing Haaland and Ja-
pan’s Takumi minamino to Borussia 
Dortmund and Liverpool respectively.

Both were outstanding in Salzburg’s 
Champions League campaign as they 
impressed against Liverpool and Napoli.

Haaland, the 19-year-old Norwe-
gian, scored 28 goals in 22 games 
before joining Dortmund and net-
ting nine in his first eight German 
Bundesliga appearances.

marsch says: “He is a freak, he phys-
ically is gifted in ways that very few 
people are. There is very little that he 

can’t do in terms of the requirements 
of the game at the highest level.

“you could see in every training 
session and every test game, he had 
moments that were like ‘wow’, and 
those ‘wow’ moments got to be more 
and more until sometimes it would 
be a 90-minute performance.”

If losing Haaland and minamino 
in the winter was a blow, marsch 
points out that youth development 
is central to the strategy of a club 
who have also polished players like 
Sadio mane and Naby Keita.

In defence of US women
Salzburg gave him an opportunity 

too, to make a name for himself as a 
US coach in Europe.

“This is an experiment for me to 

see if my way of thinking, my way 
of leadership, of relationships, can 
function in the most competitive 
world of our sport here in Europe, 
although I understand austria is not 
the highest level in Europe.”

He still keeps a close eye on goings-
on at home, though, and has been 
supportive of the US women’s national 
team who recently had their case to be 
paid the same as their male counter-
parts thrown out by a federal judge.

“I just felt like those women earned 
more than the respect of everybody 
to be treated like heroes and with 
full respect,” he says.

“after the lawsuit getting thrown 
out, yeah I have emotions for that 
too, because I would like to see them 
treated fairly.” AFP

Salzburg’s US 
coach marsch 
excited to restart 
derailed season

Promoter ponders Tyson return
BOXING promoter Eddie 
Hearn has questioned wheth-
er a return to the ring for mike 
Tyson at 53 would be ethical.

a video posted on Tyson’s 
Instagram this week showed 
the former world heavyweight 
champion in training and he has 
said he could make a comeback 
for charity exhibition bouts.

Hearn admitted he had been 
approached about promoting a 
fight for Tyson, but is concerned 
about the responsibility of mak-
ing money from ageing fighters.

“I would probably like to see 
it but I feel is it a bit irresponsi-
ble to let a 53-year-old legend 

back in the ring?” he told Brit-
ish Boxing Television.

“What’s compelling is could 
he actually go back in at 53 
and do some damage. But 
should we be encouraging 
that from an all-time great?

“There’s a fine line – and I’ve 
crossed it a couple of times – 
between integrity of the sport 
and entertainment delivering 
numbers. Our job is to deliver 
numbers for broadcasters but 
we have to keep it as close to 
the right mark as we can.”

another former heavyweight 
champion Evander Holyfield 
has announced he will make a 

ring comeback for charity at 57, 
hoping to help first responders 
and children combat the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Hearn believes former boxers 
are seeing the chance for a final 
pay day with Holyfield and Ty-
son not the only retired fighters 
considering a comeback.

“Fighters and legends are 
seeing other fighters make 
money for fights they think 
are insignificant,” he added.

“Tyson isn’t thinking about 
wanting to come back to add to 
my legacy. He’s thinking how 
much I can get, simple. The an-
swer is a lot of money.”  AFP

Jesse Marsch, the coach of Red Bull Salzburg, is the first American to coach a team in the Champions Leage. AFP

a SOUTH Korean judo star who 
won a silver medal at the 2008 
Olympics has been banned for 
life from the sport’s national 
body over allegations of sexual 
assault against a teenager. 

Wang Ki-chun rose to fame af-
ter coming second in the men’s 
under 73kg category in Beijing 
despite suffering a rib cage frac-
ture in the early rounds.

He was arrested earlier this 
month for the alleged sexual 
assault of a minor, and if con-
victed could be jailed for life.  

In a unanimous decision, 
the Korea Judo association 
banned the 31-year-old over 
the incident, effectively end-
ing his sporting career. 

The association said it took 
into account Wang’s “inap-
propriate” conduct which un-
dermined the “integrity and 
social standing of judo” when 
deciding on the life ban, re-
ported yonhap News agency.

Wang has seven days to 
lodge an appeal.

Abuse is rife
South Korea is a regional 

sporting power and regularly 
in the top 10 medal table 

places at the summer and 
winter Olympics.

But in an already intensely 
competitive society, winning 
is virtually everything in its 
sports community – and phys-
ical and verbal abuse are rife.

Just last week, Olympic 
short-track speed skating 
medallist Lim Hyo-jun was 
convicted of sexually harass-
ing a fellow male athlete by 
pulling down his trousers, 
fined three million won 
($2,450) and ordered to un-

dergo 40 hours of therapy for 
sex offenders.

Last year, double Olympic 
gold medallist Shim Suk-hee 
went public with accusa-
tions her former coach sexu-
ally molested and physically 
abused her multiple times. 

The coach was jailed for a 
year-and-a-half. 

also that year, a male skater 
was suspended for a month 
after secretly getting into the 
female dorm at the national 
training centre. AFP

S Korea judo star receives 
life ban for sexual assault

Olympic medal winner Wang Ki-chun was banned by the Korea Judo 
Association after allegations that he sexually assaulted a teenager. AFP

Former heavyweight boxing champ ‘Iron’ Mike Tyson, 53, has hinted at a return to the ring. getty imAges/AFP
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