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Khorn Savi

THE Anti-Human Traffick-
ing and Juvenile Protection 
Of f ice of t he Odda r 
Meanchey provincial police 
called a 34-year-old man in 
for questioning after his 
wife filed a complaint that 
he bound the hands and legs 
of a seven-month-old baby 
last year.

The mother of the baby 
said the reason she did not 
file a complaint sooner and 
waited until Monday was 
because she was being 
threatened. She told police 
she needed time to take care 
of the child and escape from 
her husband.

Oddar Meanchey provin-
cial deputy police chief Mel 
Ly told The Post on Wednes-
day that the husband, Thuon 
Phana, denied the com-
plaint.

“Authorities have not 
accused the man yet because 
the incident happened a year 
ago which requires time to 
find more evidence.

“The suspect said he did 
not commit the act. He said 
they were home together. He 
left and when he came back 
to the house he saw the baby 

had a problem with his hands 
and legs,” he said. 

Kheng Theary, the baby’s 
mother accused her hus-
band of binding the child’s 
hands and legs when she 
went downstairs to use the 
bathroom. She has since 
divorced him and lives with 
her two sons, a six-year-old 
and the baby.

She met her husband on 
Facebook, according to the 
police. Ly said she told police 
that she initially thought he 
was a good person but learned 
of his true nature after living 
with him, according to state-
ments she gave to police. 

Theary told police there 
was no argument but he com-
mitted the act because he is a 
brutal person.  She said when 
she took her injured baby to 
the hospital her husband 
caught her older son and he 
threatened to kill him if she 
told the police. 

She said she escaped to her 
home province of Kampong 
Cham when her husband 
went to Thailand. 

Theary then took her chil-
dren to Oddar Meanchey on 
Wednesday after the provin-
cial police office there called 
her to explain the issue.

Long Kimmarita

B
ATTAMBANG provincial gov-
ernor Nguon Ratanak said 
about 14,000 Cambodian 
migrant workers who had 

returned from Thailand amid the 
Covid-19 pandemic had completed 
their 14-day quarantine while 1,000 
others remained isolated.

Speaking at a press conference on 
Tuesday, Ratanak said a small num-
ber of Cambodian workers have il-

legally returned to Thailand, despite 
the borders being officially closed.

Not all the workers are native to 
Battambang, he said, but hailed from 
all over the country and only returned 
through the province. The number of 
migrant workers who returned home 
through Battambang has surpassed 
15,000 since March 21, he said.

Ratanak pointed out that none of 
the 14,000 workers had tested posi-
tive for Covid-19, and the 10 patients 
who tested positive previously in the 

province have since recovered. 
“Battambang residents are pleased to 

hear that our provincial administration 
has done something about Covid-19.

“The provincial administration 
has been following the prime min-
ister’s orders to ban religious gath-
erings and close schools and enter-
tainment venues,” he said.

Ratanak said there are still mi-
grant workers returning to Cambodia 
through international border check-
points between Battambang and Thai-

land, while those who have illegally 
crossed back into Thailand were caught 
and repatriated by Thai soldiers. 

He said some of the workers returned 
to Thailand with the help of its citizens, 
who transported and dropped them 
off on the Thai side of the border in de-
fiance of their government’s directive 
that nearly all crossings remain shut.

Ratanak said farm owners in Thai-
land, especially in neighbouring

Migrants test negative  

ContInued – page 2

Covid-19 
screening 
increasing  
in S Korea  

Man grilled 
over torture 
of own child 

NEW Coronavirus screening 
has surged in South Korea 
since authorities introduced 
anonymous testing, officials 
said on Wednesday, as they 
scrambled to tackle a night-
club cluster amid concerns 
that anti-gay prejudice could 
impede the response.

The country has been held 
up as a global model in how to 
curb the virus, but a spike of 
new cases, driven by the cluster 
in venues in Seoul’s Itaewon 
district – including several gay 
clubs – forced authorities to 
delay this week’s planned re-
opening of schools.

Many nightclub customers 
are believed to be reluctant to 
come forward because of the 
stigma of being gay in the 
socially conservative country.

Seoul authorities began car-
rying out tests anonymously 
this week to address such con-
cerns, and mayor Park Won-
soon said more than 8,300 
people were tested in the city 
on Tuesday, compared to 
around 1,000 per day last 
week.

“This is proof that ensuring 
anonymity encourages volun-
tary tests,” Park told reporters.

Authorities are using mobile 
phone data to trace nightclub 
visitors and will deploy police 
to track down those who can-
not be reached.

Officials in the East Asian 
nation of 52 million announced 
26 new cases on Wednesday, 
taking its total to 10,962, after 
recording only single-digit 
increases for eight of the pre-
ceding 14 days – many of them 
overseas arrivals.

Seoul officials said as of 
Wednesday morning, 119 cas-
es nationwide had been linked 
to the Itaewon cluster.

Rights groups say intolerance 
towards gay people remains 
rampant in South Korea.

Korea Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention vice-
director Kwon Joon-wook said 
this week that “prejudice and 
discrimination” only impede 
prevention activities. AFP

wide load 
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Khorn Savi
 

THE Ministry of Public Works 
and Transport has started to 
amend the language of the 
traffic law to make the key-
words and meaning more 
understandable than before. 
Officials said that language 
edits are meant to prevent 
using some words that have 
more than one meaning.

The spokesman for the Min-
istry of Public Works and Trans-
port Heang Sotheayuth told 
The Post on Wednesday that the 
main purpose is to change 
some words in the law to make 
it easier to understand and to 
avoid using words differently.

As an example, he said, citi-
zens and officials call licence 
plates “Slal Lek” but the min-
istry refers to them as “Plak 
Lek” which is what is written 
in the law.

“For example the Khmer words 
for phone and card contained 
punctuation, but later the punc-
tuation is no longer used. Is it 

illegal? It’s not, but it is time that 
we use words in a standardised 
way,” Sotheayuth said.

He said some phrases are too 
long or hard to understand 
and should be shorter edited 
as well.

Secretary of state at the Min-
istry of Public Works and 
Transport Touch Chankosal 

led a meeting on Monday with 
relevant officials on amend-
ments to the traffic law.

He said modifications to the 
terminology, meaning and 
definition of the law would 
continue to be discussed and 
passed on to all relevant insti-
tutions for review before 
becoming official.

However, Sotheayuth said 
the changes would be more 
about words and phrases rath-
er than changing the meaning. 
But he did not know when the 
amendment would be com-
pleted because it had just 
begun and will take time.

Institute for Road Safety 
director Kong Ratanak sup-
ports the amendment of the 
traffic law, saying that some 
aspects of the law have not 
been clearly defined and will be 
interpreted differently when 
conflicts arise, such as pedes-
trian rights and the carrying of 
people on motorbikes.

“For example, in Article 8, the 
traffic law states that a motor-
cyclist can carry two people 
and add a child up to three 
years old wearing a helmet.

“But in the law, when it comes 
to interpretation, some would 
read that children under the age 
of three are not allowed to ride 
on motorbikes so this is not clear. 
For me, I want to make every-
thing clear,” Ratanak said.
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Continued from page 1

Chonburi province, are in dire 
need of labourers, which cre-
ated an incentive for some 
Thais to try and smuggle Cam-
bodian workers in.

But Thai authorities have 
found out about the problem 
and have started putting a 
stop the practice. 

“In the past few days there 
have been over 100 of them 
crossing this way, but Thai au-
thorities saw them and called 
us to repatriate them,” he said.

Provincial health depart-
ment director Roeung Bun-
reth said at the press confer-
ence that Cambodian migrant 
workers returning from Thai-
land are being carefully divid-
ed and put into quarantine. 

He also urged those com-
pleting quarantines to contin-
ue practising social distancing 
and maintain their hygiene.

Provincial coordinator for 
rights group Adhoc yin Meng-
ly said the authorities have 
been handling the situation 
well and adhering to the Min-
istry of Health’s guidelines. 

The 15,000 workers who have 
completed or are currently in 
quarantine were provided ac-
commodation and food.

He said some Cambodian 
workers illegally crossed back 
into Thailand to find work to 
pay off debt.

“They are faced with liveli-
hood problems. It does not 
mean they don’t have rice to 
eat but they have financial 
obligations,” he said.

He said most of them took loans 
from banks and microfinance in-
stitutions, and need to maintain 
their sources of incomes to avoid 
having their property seized.

The government should take 
measures to help them by pro-
viding financial aid, or offering 
a three to six-month deferral on 
loans. Then they will no longer 
take the risk of illegally crossing 
the border,” Mengly said.

Migrants 
in need of 
work, aid

South Korea’s Busan gifts 250 tablets for education
Ry Sochan

THE Busan Department of Edu-
cation in South Korea donated 
250 tablets to the Ministry of 
Education, youth and Sport in 
Cambodia to support digital 
education and the teaching and 
learning of all subjects.

“The Ministry of Education, 
youth and Sport received 250 
tablets from the Office of Educa-
tion in Busan city in the Repub-
lic of Korea and gave them to the 
department of technology and 
public institutions to encourage 
digital education and learning 
through electronic devices,” 
Ministry spokesman Ros 
Soveacha said.

He said the ministry signed 

a Memorandum of Under-
standing with the Department 
of Education in Busan in 2005 
and another in 2017 to con-
tinue cooperation in Informa-
tion and Communication 
Technology (ICT). 

The hand-over ceremony 
was done between Minister of 
Education, youth and Sport 
Hang Chuon Naron and Busan 
Metropolitan City Office of 
Education superintendent Kim 
Seok-joon via Video confer-
ence, according to the minis-
try’s Facebook page.

Chuon Naron said: “The min-
ister said that Korea has helped 
to provide information technol-
ogy training and donate tech-
nological tools to Cambodian 

teachers for 15 years already. 
Technological tools are very 
important for Cambodian.

“Teachers and officers play 
an important role in encourag-
ing learning through electron-
ic devices to enable Cambodian 
students to pursue their educa-
tion even while schools are 
closed.” 

The minister said both sides 
can continue the good coop-
eration to enhance the educa-
tion sectors. 

The ministry said the tab-
lets would be given to the spe-
cialised departments of the 
ministry, teacher education 
colleges, high schools, sec-
ondary schools, pre-school 
teacher training centres and 

eight primary schools. Each 
school will receive 30 tablets 
and one tablet charger.

All schools in Cambodia 
have been closed temporarily 
because of Covid-19. Students 
are studying at home with dis-
tance learning programmes.

The ministry has recently 
created learning programmes 
on TV claiming that it gives 
students from rural areas a 
chance to keep up, even 
though some two million of 
them are unable to take part 
in the programmes for lack of  
televisions or smartphones.

The president of the Inde-
pendent Teacher’s Association 
Ouk Chhayavy told The Post on 
Wednesday that all actions 

taken by the ministry recently 
are not able to provide dis-
tance learning to all students.

“When families are poor how 
can they afford to allow kids to 
have distance learning?

“As for using modern tools 
like phones, computers and 
tablets, they cannot afford to 
buy those for distance learn-
ing. They do not even have rice 
to eat sometimes.

“They need to spend money 
to pay for connectivity to study 
by phones. They do not have 
money and the phone net-
works are not accessible wide-
ly. They are accessible in cities 
but not for rural areas. Just as I 
live far from the city, the inter-
net is very slow,” she said.

Ministry edits traffic law for clarity 

A ministry spokesman said the main purpose is to change words in the 
law to make it easier to understand. supplied

New evidence allowed in Sokha trial
Niem Chheng

T
HE Appeal Court on 
Wednesday denied a 
motion filed by law-
yers for Kem Sokha 

against the court accepting 
evidence added to the case by 
the Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court prosecutor. The judge 
said all parties could put for-
ward more evidence during a 
hearing.

The decision was made by 
presiding judge Seng Sivatha 
in the presence of Prosecutor 
General Im Sophan.  He said 
that after listening to argu-
ments from lawyers on both 
sides, the motion by Sokha’s 
attorneys would not be ac-
cepted and a new trial would 
not take place.

“All parties [can] file new 
evidence. The remarks by the 
lawyers for the defendant, 
Kem Sokha, are not correct. 
Please look into the spirit of 
Article 321 of the Criminal 
Code.

“Evidence can be filed at 
any time if the [Appeal] Court 
finds it useful to find the 
truth. The prosecutor is the 
plaintiff and works for the 

common good of society. He 
can file evidence to find the 
truth,” the judge said.

The complaint stemmed 
from the March 11 trial. At 
that time, the Phnom Penh 
Municipal Court judge de-

cided to accept three-pages 
of evidence that was added by 
the prosecutor. Lawyers for 
Sokha argued that the pros-
ecutor could not put forward 
more evidence. 

The arguments were re-

peated on Wednesday. Before 
concluding, one of Sokha’s 
lawyers, Meng Sopheary, said: 
“If the prosecutor can put for-
ward more evidence, there is 
no need for the investigating 
judge. If the evidence is ac-

cepted, what will the future 
hold?

Sokha’s other lawyer Chan 
Chen said the prosecutor 
had no right to add more evi-
dence and in his observation 
there has never been such a 
case before.

But government lawyers said 
the court had decided to ac-
cept the evidence and argued 
that according to the principle 
of equality, all parties could 
put up new evidence.

“Those who filed evidence 
for the first time are the law-
yers for the accused party. Ac-
cording to the law, evidence 
has to be checked by all par-
ties and then the trial cham-
ber president decides to ac-
cept it or not.  

“The accused party put for-
ward evidence three times 
and the judge accepted it. At 
that time, why it is not said 
that the judge is wrong,” said 
Ky Tech, a civil party lawyer 
representing the government.

Speaking following the hear-
ing, Sopheary said the deci-
sion of the judge is unaccept-
able and the lawyers would 
discuss whether to file an ap-
peal to the Supreme Court.

Kem Sokha’s lawyers said the prosecutor had no right to add more evidence. hean rangsey



USAID, gov’t to 
release report 
on Prey Lang

THE Ministry of Environ-
ment and the US Agency 
for International Develop-

ment’s (USAID) Greening Prey 
Lang Project are planning to 
release a report on the Prey Lang 
Extended Landscape entitled 
Climate Change Vulnerability and 
Biodiversity Threats Assessment.

On Tuesday, Ministry of Envi-
ronment secretary of state Sao 
Sopheap led a meeting with USAID 
staff to review and comment on 
a draft of the report, which will 
issue guidelines on how to bet-
ter protect Cambodia’s natural 
forests.

Sopheap said the report will 
look at data to help create 
measures to improve conserva-
tion and promote community 
livelihoods in the area.

A USAID Greening Prey Lang 
Project representative couldn’t 
be reached for comment on 
Wednesday.

According to the USAID and the 
ministry, the project has a budget 
of $21 million. The five-year proj-
ect started on August 07, 2018, 
and will finish on August 06, 2023. 

The goal of the project is to 
improve biodiversity conserva-
tion and ecosystem health in the 
Prey Lang landscape as well as 
improve community livelihoods 
and increase investment in the 
area.

The project encompasses 
four provinces – Preah Vihear, 
Kampong Thom, Stung Treng 
and Kratie. Long Kimmarita
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Schools set to reopen in November
Voun Dara 

m
INISTER of Education 
Hang Chuon Naron on 
Tuesday wrote to Prime 
minister Hun Sen re-

questing a delay of school reopening 
across the Kingdom until November, 
when the new academic year begins.

In his letter, Chuon Naron said the 
postponement is warranted to avoid 
the new coronavirus spreading in 
communities and to prevent a sec-
ond wave of Covid-19 infections, de-
spite the Kingdom reporting no new 
case over the past month.

as of Wednesday, only one out of 
a total of 122 Covid-19 patients re-
mained hospitalised.

Chuon Naron said the ministry 
is closely monitoring the Covid-19 
situation in Cambodia and beyond, 
especially its impact on education 
worldwide.

The letter came after represen-
tatives of the Cambodian Higher 
Education association and state 
universities requested academic re-
sumption on the fourth week of this 
month or at the earliest date possi-
ble. The request was made during a 
recent inter-ministerial meeting led 
by the ministry of Health.

“The ministry of Education, youth 
and Sport does not ignore economic 
issues [caused by Covid-19] and 
school reopening. We are working on 
this step by step and are focusing on 
academic resumption for university, 
Grade 12 and Grade 9 students who 
are preparing for their examinations 
at an appropriate time.

“The ministry will look further into 
school reopening before the begin-
ning of the new academic year on 

November 1,” he said.
Chuon Naron said despite the rel-

atively low number of infections in 
Cambodia, Covid-19 is still spread-
ing all over the world, with at least 
four million people infected and 
more than 286,000 dead since its 
first outbreak late last year.  

In Southeast asia alone, he said near-
ly 60,000 have contracted the disease 
and some 2,000 have lost their lives. 

Chuon Naron said Cambodia is not 
alone in implementing precaution-
ary measures, including temporary 
school closures, as the world strives 
to produce an effective vaccine and 
drugs to fight the contagious disease.

He said the Kingdom is not ready 

to follow other countries that have re-
opened schools under certain condi-
tions.

The health ministry said in a re-
cent press conference that Cambo-
dia cannot rule out a second wave of 
infections and warned the public to 
remain vigilant.

It said the Kingdom would be at 
high risk if the public fails to follow 
precautionary measures, including 
following regular hygiene practices 
and social distancing as recom-
mended by health experts.

Chuon Naron said the delay in 
reopening school is due to both po-
litical and technical aspects. Techni-
cally, he said the number of students 

in a classroom ranges from 50 to 60 
– far beyond the World Health Or-
ganisation’s guideline which recom-
mends a maximum of 20 per class.

He cautioned that reopening 
schools too soon would put students 
at risk and could turn them into 
sources of infections.

“Countries that have reopened 
schools limit the number of students 
to 20 per class. Therefore, teachers have 
to work more than one shift through 
actual and virtual classrooms. If they 
work two shifts, they are entitled to ad-
ditional pay. So on technical aspects, 
Cambodia cannot reopen schools now.

“among 186 countries worldwide, 
only nine have declared school re-
opening,” he said.

On the political aspect, he said the 
government cannot put the Kingdom 
at risk of a second wave of infections 
that could affect the general elections 
in 2023, among other issues. He said 
the government also needs to prioritise 
the well-being of the roughly three mil-
lion education staff and students.

Cambodian Higher Education as-
sociation chairperson, Heng Vanda, 
whose organisation counts 114 schools 
as its members, said the delay is not a 
good option given the challenges it 
poses to private educational institu-
tions. He said schools need to pay rent 
for campuses and bank loans.

“Paying rent is one thing. But the 
electricity bill is another big issue 
that we cannot afford. Currently ed-
ucational institutions still pay sala-
ries to their staff, but we can afford 
to do so for only a few more months. 
We cannot afford it longer than that. 

“If we continue the closure, they 
will die, not from Covid 19 but from 
economic constraints.

Minister of Education Hang Chuon Naron wrote Prime Minister Hun Sen requesting that 
schools remain closed until the new academic year starts. hean rangsey



Soth Koemsoeun

A 
MAN named Kruy 
Chamroeun con-
fessed to killing a 
hornbill, a rare bird, 

on May 10 in Kampot’s Preah 
Monivong Bokor National 
Park after pictures of him 
holding the dead bird circu-
lated on social media.

Chamrouen was sum-
moned to the Ministry of 
Environment on Wednes-
day, where he admitted to 
hunting the hornbill with 
his homemade rifle while 
he was visiting a waterfall at 
the national park in Chhouk 
district.

Ministry spokesman Neth 
Pheaktra said Chamrouen 
was made to sign a contract 
promising not to repeat his 
crime.

Pheaktra called on people 
not to hunt or eat wildlife 
when they visit tourist sites. 
Rather, they should preserve 
them to serve the tourism 
sector, he said.

Wildlife Conservation 
Society (WCS) country di-
rector Ken Serey said on 
Wednesday that the horn-
bill was a rare species that 
the government and civil 
society organisations were 
trying to protect. 

He regretted the death of 
the bird and like Pheaktra, 
urged the public to help pre-
serve all wild animals.

Serey said hornbills are 
mostly found living in coast-
al or mountainous areas but 

they don’t have concrete 
shelters because they tend to 
migrate. 

“I am searching specifi-
cally for hornbills. They are 
under threat because of their 
lack of shelter,” he said. 

He said hunters have his-
torically killed them and he’s 
even observed people catch-
ing and raising them in their 
homes.

“I would like to encourage 
those who raise the birds 
at home to release them. 
They don’t belong in a cage, 
they belong in forests in the 
mountains. They are free,” 
he said.

Fresh News quoted a docu-
ment from WCS which said 
a panel of experts revealed 
that hornbills have lived in 
Cambodia since 1964. 

The document said horn-
bills have typically lived 
along the south-western 
mountains of the country, 
although some hornbill nests 
have also been found in the 
north-eastern forests, espe-
cially in Mondulkiri prov-
ince bordering Vietnam. 

The document said horn-
bills prefer to hatch their 
eggs in forests with big trees 
and eat large fruits. 

Hornbills can also be found 
in tropical forests throughout 
Southeast Asia, but they’re 
facing a decline in Laos,  
Thailand and Malaysia.

Kruy Chamroeun was summoned for questioning by authorities after a 
picture of him holding a hornbill was posted on Facebook. supplied
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Voun Dara

KING Norodom Sihamoni 
on Wednesday issued a royal 
decree ordering the appoint-
ment of Minister of Justice 
Koeut Rith to the Supreme 
Council of Magistracy.

The King, at the same time, 
revoked the membership of 
former Minister of Justice Ang 
Vong Vathana who was named 
to the Council in November. 

The law on the organisa-
tion and the functioning 
of the Supreme Council of 
Magistracy –

Chapter 2, Article 4 – stipu-
lates that the Supreme Coun-
cil of Magistracy is under the 
authority of the King.

According to legal experts, 
the shakeup is in accordance 
with the law.  

The body comprises the 
Minister of Justice, the chief 
of the Supreme Court and the 
general prosecutor to the Su-
preme Court as members. All 
members of the Council are 
appointed by royal decree.

The justice minister pro-
posed a draft decree to the King 
requesting the appointment.

Lawyer Sok Sam Oeun said 
on Wednesday that the act 

of putting an end to Vong 
Vathana’s membership and 
appointing Rith is because 
when the new minister came 
into power he was automati-
cally a member.

“As long as the work of the 
members is known it is trans-
parent. If it is not known, 
how will transparency be 
shown? We would not know 
about the strengthening of 
legal independence through 
the body. It is a mix of poli-
tics and law,” Sam Oeun said 
of the Council.

The Council is a technical 
one and preferably there are 
many politicians.

Ministry spokesman Chin 
Malin confirmed on Wednes-
day that the appointment of 
Rith had taken place accord-
ing to the law on the organi-
sation and the functioning of 
the Council. 

“Changes to this role are a 
general administrative formal-
ity to fulfil the legal conditions 
because the law stipulates that 
the Minister of Justice acts as a 
member of the body.

“So, whoever becomes the 
Minister of Justice, he or she 
has to be appointed a mem-
ber to the body,” he said.

Niem Chheng

PHNOM Penh municipal police 
chief Sar Thet said on Wednes-
day crime has decreased in the 
capital during the first quarter 
compared to last year.

This year, 194 criminal of-
fences were recorded during 
the first quarter, a nine per 
cent drop from the 213 of-
fences committed during the 
first quarter of 2019.

However, serious offences 
increased during the time-
frame, from 25 last year to 36 
this year, while minor offenc-
es dropped from 188 to 158 
during the same periods.

Thet said the overall de-
crease in crime can be attrib-
uted to the efforts of authori-
ties and citizens taking an 
active role in preventing it. 

“When crime decreases, 
it means the authorities are 
paying attention regularly. We 
cracked down on the root of 
the problem and discouraged 
potential criminals from tak-
ing action. Cooperation from 
citizens also helped,” he said.

Authorities have strength-
ened their existing anti-crime 
measures, including the Na-
tional Police and the Unified 
Command Committee in 
Phnom Penh, he said, before 
adding that old cases and 
new cases would continue to 
be investigated.

“We want to prevent crimes, 
especially in locations with 
high drug and gambling use, 
he said.

Phnom Penh municipal gov-

ernor Khuong Sreng said at a 
city council meeting that of-
fences dropped dramatically 
when night clubs and other en-
tertainment places closed tem-
porarily because of Covid-19.

Thet agreed that the clo-
sures reduced offences but he 
said not all people who go to 
clubs are offenders.

Authorities are also paying 
great attention to those who 
have just been released from 
prison, he said. 

In the past, recently re-
leased prisoners tended to 
commit more serious crimes 
after returning to society.

“Most offences are com-
mitted by the same people. 
The number of new offenders 
is small. We have to control 
these groups, so we cooper-
ate with prisons to identify 
people who will be set free 
soon. We must continue to 
monitor them,” Thet said.

Municipal hall spokesper-
son Met Meas Pheakdey said: 
“Robbery cases tend not to 
happen in the daytime when 
most crimes are traffic of-
fences and others. Daytime 
snatch thefts and robberies 
are rare,” he said.

Lieutenant General Ngeng 
Chour, the deputy chief of 
the Penal Police Department 
at the Ministry of Interior, 
said offences last year had in-
creased compared to 2018. 

Last year, there were 3,196 
criminal offences while there 
were only 2,969 in 2018 – an 
increase of eight per cent, he 
said.

New justice minister 
appointed to Supreme 
Council of Magistracy

Crimes in capital 
fall in first quarter
compared to 2019

Man admits to killing rare 
hornbill at Bokor Nat’l Park

Ranger summoned over burning 
of cottages in Kampong Speu
Ry Sochan

A WILDLIFE sanctuary ranger named 
Thorn Chan from Kampong Speu’s Oral 
district was summoned to the provincial 
police station on Tuesday after a local com-
plained that he lead a joint force into Phnom 
Aural Wildlife Sanctuary to destroy cottages 
which were allegedly illegally built.

Nom Ron, from Trapaing Chor com-
mune’s Samrong village who made the 
complaint, said in April, a village military 
commander known as Nak, Chan and 
10 of their associates stole a solar power 
panel and two batteries while also setting 
solar power panels worth five million riel 
on fire and destroying many crops.

In the complaint, Ron insisted po-
lice arrest the suspects and demanded 
$10,000 in compensation.

Kampong Speu provincial Department 
of Environment deputy director Nov 
Nak told The Post on Wednesday that 
he joined Chan and visited the land in 
question to clarify the matter.

He said the removal of the cottages was 
not illegal because they were built on a 
protected area managed by his officials, 
who had made the cottage owners sign 
an agreement which said they would re-
move them, but they failed to do so.

“This is in the protected forest area 
and they [the cottage owners] cleared 
the land for themselves,” he said.

Provincial police chief Sam Samoun 
could not be reached for comment, but 
a provincial police officer who chose 
to remain anonymous told The Post on 

Wednesday that the police had asked 
Chan about the matter.

Environmental watchdog ACNCIPO 
director Chea Hean told The Post on 
Wednesday that he was investigating the 
offenders who cleared the land in the 
wildlife sanctuary.

“It is forest land in the Phnom Au-
ral Wildlife Sanctuary area and it was 
cleared. Forest rangers found no indi-
viduals on the land, only cottages. So, 

they destroyed the cottages to find out 
who they belonged to,” he said.

Concerning the police summons, Hean 
said when there is a statement from Chan, 
the police might summon others involved 
with the burning of the cottages.

He mentioned that the cottages were 
burned nearly a month ago but land 
clearing in the area had lasted for sev-
eral months. The land in question, Hean 
said, covered 20ha.

Cottages were burned by authorities because they believed the structures had been illegally 
built on a protected area in Phnom Aural Wildlife Sanctuary. supplied

www.phnompenhpost.com
CheCK the PoSt WebSite 
For breAKing neWS



FROM THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF

ON THE OCCASION OF YOUR 
MAJESTY PREAH KARUNA PREAH BAT 

SAMDECH PREAH BOROMNEATH  
NORODOM SIHAMONI’S 67TH BIRTHDAY

ON MAY 14, 2020.

WE WISH YOU A LONG, HEALTHY  
AND PROSPEROUS REIGN. 
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Thou Vireak

THE government has granted a 
request made by the Garment 
manufacturers association in 
Cambodia (GmaC) to allow the 
export of personal protective 
equipment (PPE) during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, the minis-
try of Economy and Finance 
said in a notice on Wednesday.

Face masks, medical equip-
ment and medical clothing 
designed to prevent commu-
nicable diseases will be pro-
duced by garment factories to 
be sold domestically and inter-
nationally as the pandemic 
spurs global demand for PPE.

The decision could help offset 
some of the losses the garment 
industry has incurred as global 
demand for their mainstay 
products has plummeted.

ministry of Industry, Science, 
Technology and Innovation data 
shows that there are currently 
seven factories and seven handi-
craft workshops producing PPE.

The factories and handicraft 
workshops have an expected 
monthly production capacity 
of about 138 million masks, 
20.7 million gowns and 9.6 
million hoods.

GmaC secretary-general 
Kaing monika told The Post on 
Wednesday that the govern-
ment’s decision will help the 
garment industry retain work-
ers as garment orders have 
dried up during the pandemic.

at the same time, it will 
increase Cambodia’s exports, 
he said.

“Not many factories have 
expanded their product port-
folio from existing garment 
products so far, and this 
depends on external orders,” 
said monika.

He said factories have to take 
many steps before being author-
ised to produce PPE. They must 
first apply for approval from the 
Council for the Development of 
Cambodia, and then apply to 
the ministries of Commerce; 
Industry, Science, Technology 
and Innovation; and Health.

But General Department of 
Customs and Excise director-
general Kun Nhem has author-
ised the export of all types of 
masks without permission 
from the health ministry, he 
said in a letter dated may 4.

“Currently, the government 
can control and secure suffi-
cient stocks of masks to serve 
the purpose of preventing the 
spread of the Covid-19 virus in 
the country,” he said.

Last month, Prime minister 
Hun Sen said the government 
needed at least 10 million 
masks and at least 5,000 piec-
es of medical clothing to effec-
tively combat the virus.

Government 
okays return 
of rice exports
Thou Vireak 

T
HE government has 
decided to allow the 
rice industry to re-
sume exports of white 

rice to global markets after a 
ban was issued in march.

The lifting of the ban comes as 
the Philippines seeks to import 
an additional 300,000 tonnes of 
milled rice from major produc-
ers in Southeast asia.

The decision is in response 
to a request by the Cambo-
dia Rice Federation (CRF) to 
gradually resume white rice 
exports from may 20, said a 
letter sent from the ministry 
of Economy and Finance to 
the CRF on Wednesday and 
signed by minister aun Porn-
moniroth.

In march, Prime minister 
Hun Sen ordered a temporary 
suspension of white rice and 
paddy exports to ensure ad-
equate domestic supply, food 
security and price stability 
in the Kingdom during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

CRF president Song Saran 
told The Post on Wednesday 

that lifting the ban would 
boost Cambodia’s white rice 
exports to countries facing 
food shortages.

“I think it is the right deci-
sion,” Saran said. “We know 
that Covid-19 has affected 
food supply chains and this 
[Cambodian exports] will con-
tribute to the food needs for 
other countries. at the same 
time, it will help us create jobs 
for millers and farmers.”

meanwhile, the Philippines, 
the world’s largest rice im-
porter, wants to order around 
300,000 tonnes of milled rice 
from a number of rice-pro-
ducing countries in the re-
gion, including Cambodia, to 
increase state rice stockpiles.

Secretary of agriculture of 
the Philippines William Dar 
on monday said the govern-
ment had asked major rice 
producers in Cambodia, 
Vietnam, Thailand, myan-
mar and India to ship milled 
rice before the third quarter, 
while local harvesting yields 
are low, reported Reuters.

Dar said the government-
to-government agreement of 

this volume will increase Phil-
ippine rice imports to three 
million tonnes this year.

as the Philippines seeks to im-
port more rice, CRF has called 
on the country to order rice 
from Cambodia, said Saran.

“Cambodia is already fo-
cused on exporting fragrant 
rice, premium rice of which 
nearly 80 per cent is exported 
to international markets, so 
we are studying the possibil-
ity of any quantity that we can 
export to the Philippines.

“We hope that we will find 
a trade partner in the Philip-
pines, and we call on compa-

nies in the Philippines to order 
rice from Cambodia,” he said.

ministry of Commerce 
spokesman Seang Thay told 
The Post that the ministry has 
not received an official letter 
from the Philippine govern-
ment. However, Cambodia 
will have an opportunity to 
export rice to the Philippine 
market.

“This opportunity is pos-
sible for Cambodia, because 
Cambodia and the Philippines 
have already signed a memo-
randum of agreement [moa] 
on rice trade,” said Thay.

He was referring to the moa 

signed between former com-
merce minister Cham Prasidh 
and then-Philippine ambas-
sador to Cambodia Noe Wong 
in april 2013.

Only 200 tonnes of milled 
rice was exported to the 
Philippines in the first four 
months of this year, ministry 
of agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries data shows.

CRF data shows that total 
rice exports to international 
markets reached more than 
300,000 tonnes in the first four 
months of the year, up 40.46 
per cent over the same period 
last year.

Finance ministry raises $1.4B in Q1 revenue
May Kunmakara

THE ministry of Economy and Finance 
raised around $1.4 billion in revenue 
in the first quarter of this year, up 24 
per cent from $1.1 billion during the 
same period last year, data from the 
ministry shows.

This comes ahead of the economic 
shock the Covid-19 pandemic that is 
expected in the second quarter, said 
ministry spokesman meas Sok Sensan.

The data breakdown shows that the 
General Department of Taxation col-
lected $445 million, while the General 
Department of Customs and Excise 
collected more than $729 million.

at the same time, the General Depart-
ment of State Property and Non-Tax 
Revenue collected more than $176 mil-
lion, while the General Department of 
Financial Industry collected $30.5 mil-
lion. The ministry collected an addi-
tional $5 million in fiscal revenue.

Sok Sensan told The Post that region-
al and global economies – including 
Cambodia’s – suffered minimal disrup-
tion from the ongoing health emer-
gency in the first quarter as imports and 
exports were allowed to continue.

“The impact of Covid-19 was not too 
severe in the first quarter. However, the 
pandemic began to hit hard in the 
early second quarter, which is why our 
revenue collection was so high. But, we 
will surely see a decline in the second 
quarter,” he said.

a recent simulation done by asian 
Development Bank (aDB) revealed 

that in a best-case scenario on the back 
of a months-long travel ban and the 
sharp decline in domestic demand due 
to the outbreak, Cambodia could face 
a 1.15 per cent impact to its total gross 
domestic product (GDP) amounting to 
$283.3 million.

If the outbreak lasts for six months, up 
to $711.4 million could be hived off the 
GDP. Even grimmer, aDB said a hypo-
thetical worse case situation shows a 
nearly $1 billion economic loss in the 
event that Cambodia experiences an 
outbreak of its own beyond six months.

Sok Sensan said two of Cambodia’s 

three main drivers of economic 
growth – industry and services – have 
been severely ravaged by the out-
break, while the agricultural sector 
has seen a little improvement.

“However, the agricultural sector 
doesn’t have as much of an influence on 
the economy, its share contribution to 
economic growth is not much,” he said.

He said the government is closely 
monitoring the tourism and industrial 
sectors and working to provide them 
with tax incentives to maintain their 
sustainability and job security.

“We do encourage the existing fac-

tory to continue their production  or 
they can move into other manufactur-
ing likely food processing or other agri-
cultural processing industry to sustain 
their production and for the garment 
industry, they can change into the 
mask processing or healthcare protec-
tive for export,” he said.   

In mid-march, a fiscal stimulus plan of 
$800 million to $2 billion, equivalent to 
seven per cent of the GDP, was announced 
to ease the overarching effects of the coro-
navirus in six months to a year.

That month, the ministry also decided 
to waive 50 per cent to 100 per cent tax 
on the textile industry for six months as 
a means of easing its financial burden.

Enterprises whose income is expected 
to experience 20 per cent to 39 per cent 
drop will benefit a 50 per cent tax exemp-
tion whereas companies which anticipate 
more than 40 per cent impact are given a 
full waiver, said a ministerial prakas.

The government also issued a three-
month minimum tax exemption for 
the aviation sector and an exemption 
on all types of monthly taxes for tour-
ism operators.

The new Small and medium Enter-
prise Bank of Cambodia (SmE Bank) 
has $150 million in capital funded by 
33 banks and microfinance institutions 
to provide SmE financing through its 
members institutions.

The state-owned agricultural and 
Rural Development Bank (aRDB) also 
launched a $50 million fund to increase 
access to credit for SmEs in the agri-
cultural sector.

approval 
given for 
exports 
of PPE

The government will allow the rice industry to resume exports of white rice to global markets. hENG ChIVOAN

The General Department of Customs and Excise collected more than $729 million in the 
first quarter of this year. FRESh NEWS
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S’ville property market stays 
optimistic, despite tumble
Hin Pisei 

a
BaN on online gam-
ing towards the end 
of last year followed 
by the emergence of 

Covid-19 as a pandemic has not 
boded well for the real estate 
market in Sihanoukville, which 
has gone from boom to bust.

The market is way down 
from where it was just a year 
ago when the once famed 
coastal city was the go-to in-
vestment destination for Chi-
nese real estate investors.

But since the beginning of 
this year, there have been few 
positive signs, say real estate ex-
perts in the Kingdom. Industry 
insiders are holding out hope, 
however, that money will return 
once Covid-19 is contained.

The large numbers of Chi-
nese tourists and investors 
that flocked to Preah Siha-
nouk province in recent years 
drove up real estate prices 
and leasing activity in the re-
gion dramatically during the 
2018-2019 period.

The government’s ban on 
online gambling that took ef-
fect on December 31, last year, 
however, resulted in a mass 
exodus of Chinese nationals.

Cambodian Valuers and 
Estate agents association 
president Chrek Soknim told 
The Post on Wednesday that 
the decline of Chinese inves-
tor activity, coupled with the 
global outbreak of Covid-19 
has made the province’s real 
estate market less vibrant 
than before, with prices 
plummeting sharply from the 
same period last year.

Overall, the property mar-
ket in the province has de-
clined since the online gam-
bling ban, he said.

“It could be said that the 
huge drop in property prices 
is almost in sync with the 
overall decline in the econ-
omy. It is not the bubble the 
buyers and sellers want, like 
before,” Soknim said.

During the peak of the pre-
vious business cycle, he said, 
real estate in some areas 
surpassed the actual market 
price by 150 per cent.

He said with the improve-
ment in infrastructure in the 
province, he expects prop-
erty prices in Preah Sihanouk 
province to rise again once 
Covid-19 has ended.

Oem Senghou, a branch 
manager at Century 21 Zil-
lion Holding, a sub-franchise 
of real estate agency Century 
21 Cambodia, said land in the 

province’s prime locations is 
currently valued at just over 
$3,500 per sqm, a steep drop 
from its $5,000 value last year.

“after Covid-19 is over, I 
expect the real estate mar-
ket situation to recover, but 
growth will be gradual and 
will not see sharp increases 
like before,” said Senghou.

He said property prices are 
now down 20-30 per cent 
from the same period last 
year, while rental prices have 
fallen more than 50 per cent.

Late in November, the gov-
ernment announced it would 
spend $294 million to build 
34 new roads and other infra-
structure in the province.

Preah Sihanouk Provin-
cial Hall spokesman Kheang 
Phearum told The Post that the 

pandemic had reduced eco-
nomic activity and hurt real es-
tate markets everywhere in the 
world, not only in the province.

However, he expressed op-
timism that all of the prov-
ince’s business sectors would 
make a quick rebound post-
Covid-19. He said officials are 
actively striving to build and 
repair infrastructure there.

“There is a lot of construc-
tion at this time so this will 
boost growth in the province in 
the future. at that time, the real 
estate market will [rebound] 
accordingly,” Phearum said.

He said up to 70 per cent of 
the roads, water supply sys-
tems and sewage systems in 
the province have been com-
pleted or will be finished by the 
first quarter of next year.

maNy of the most expensive 
and best-selling commercial 
spaces in Ho Chi minh City 
and Hanoi are now struggling 
to find customers even after 
landlords have cut the prices 
by 30-50 per cent.

Le manh Hai has three spaces 
for rent as restaurants and cafes 
in Hanoi’s Xa Dan street. The 
landlord used to get 120 million 
dong ($5,200) per month from 
them but now can’t get any-
where near that amount.

Because of the Covid-19 
pandemic, the businesses of 
Hai’s tenants were hit so hard 
that he cut rent in half, but 
two out of three could not af-
ford to stay.

He said: “I am offering them 
a discount of 30-40 per cent 
per year, but they are not in-
terested because they do not 
know when their business 
will return to normal.”

Known as “diamond busi-
ness spaces” in Hanoi, before 
the pandemic, rents in the 
streets of Hang Ngang, Hang 
Dao and Hang Gai could be up 
to 200 million dong per month 
and they were always full.

Now, other landlords of 
commercial spaces are facing 
similar difficulties. On major 
roads in the central districts 
of Vietnam’s two biggest cities, 
people can see rental signs go-
ing up after the cafes, milk tea 
shops, restaurants and fashion 
stores close their doors due to 
a lack of customers.

many landlords cut rents by 
30 to 40 per cent but it is still 
not easy to find tenants.

In Ho Chi minh City, Tran 
Hung, who owns three com-
mercial spaces in Districts 1 
and 3, said he used to earn 
more than 180 million dong 
per month, but cut rents by 
50 per cent recently.

“Two tenants have stopped 
renting my places and I ex-
pect the remaining tenant to 
also stop soon.

“I am suggesting that if they 
sign a new contract they will get 
a 30-40 per cent discount for a 
year, but they are hesitant be-
cause they do not know when 
the business situation will re-
turn to normal,” said Hung.

Small businesses in the food 
and beverages and fashion sec-
tors could only sustain losses 
for a maximum of six months, 
and so if they do not see good 
prospects soon, they should 
close down, experts have said.

Le Hoang anh, owner of a 
fashion shop on Nguyen Thi 
minh Khai street in District 
3, said: “The social distanc-
ing campaign has ended. But 
people have now reduced 
spending on unnecessary 
things including new clothes. 
I am worried.

“If I were to suffer losses for 
the next three-to-five months, 
I’d definitely go bankrupt. So I 
am thinking of returning the 
premises to the landlord or 
subletting it,” said anh.

The situation is similar for 
apartments for rent in the 
downtown area, with many 
finding no takers though rent-
als have dropped by 20-30 per 
cent, experts have said.

Before the pandemic be-
gan, the average rent for a 25-
40sqm furnished apartment 
with all amenities was $400-
600 per month, but now has 
fallen to not more than $450.

The low-priced segment for 
students and workers has also 
been severely affected by the 
epidemic, falling by 30 -50 per 
cent in some suburban dis-
tricts to between 1.5 and three 
million dong per month.

Tran Thi Hoa, an investor, 
said she had bought 70 rooms 
in Ho Chi minh City’s Binh 
Thanh and Binh Tan districts 
last year and had hoped to 
lease each for three to 4.5 mil-
lion dong per month. But due 
to the outbreak, only 10 per 
cent of them are occupied and 
she only gets rents of three to 
3.5 million dong, she said.

The latest survey by realty 
research firm CBRE Vietnam 
shows that 79 per cent of ten-
ants worried that their revenue 
in the last half of the year would 
be worse, while 43 per cent of 
tenants said revenue would 
decrease by 10-30 per cent this 
year. In addition, 61 per cent of 
tenants said they had not re-
ceived assistance from landlords 
and 27 per cent expect landlords 
to offer more support.

The first quarter report 
by the biggest local realty 
website batdongsan.com.vn 
shows that the price of real 
estate for rent in major cities 
has decreased significantly. 
as much as 63 per cent of 
spaces on major streets of Ho 
Chi minh City have seen rents 
cut. The ratio is 56 per cent 
and 50 per cent in Hanoi and 
Danang, respectively. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

VN tenants move out 
of commercial spaces 
despite rent discounts

a RECENT guideline will strictly control 
the construction of skyscrapers to help 
protect China’s historical and traditional 
buildings and make urban architecture 
more representative of the country’s cul-
ture, experts have said.

They also said the document is ex-
pected to prevent damage to some cities’ 
historical styles due to large real estate 
developments.

Freewheeling construction of high-rise 
buildings will not happen in urban areas, 
and small cities will face even stricter 
height restrictions, said the guideline is-
sued by the ministry of Housing and Ur-
ban-Rural Development and the National 
Development and Reform Commission.

No buildings taller than 500m will be al-
lowed unless their plans are approved by 
the two central government bodies follow-
ing strict examinations, said the document, 
which was published late last month.

Per the guideline, provincial hous-
ing and urban-rural development de-
partments are authorised to approve 
construction of buildings over 250m in 
height, though plans for such buildings 
need to be registered at the ministry.

a series of factors, including city scale 
and local fire control capabilities, will be 
considered in local authorities’ examina-

tions of buildings taller than 100m. Con-
struction cannot be started unless they 
go through strict anti-seismic examina-
tion and approval, it said.

meanwhile, restrictions will be im-
posed on buildings that may exert a 
negative impact on features and styles of 
key urban areas. No more historical ar-
chitecture and traditional dwellings will 
be demolished.

Beijing Residential Real Estate Chamber 
of Commerce head Li Naichao welcomed 
the initiative, saying it will help put the 
brakes on the “barbaric” destruction of 
many cities’ historical and traditional 
features for economic development.

“For any high-rise buildings, they will 
surely damage cities’ original features 
and styles and break the succession of lo-
cal history and culture as there used to be 
no such buildings,” he said.

However, some cities have overlooked 
the protection of such features and styles 
in urban real estate development. To max-
imise economic benefits, some developers 
try to increase the floor area they could sell 
by constructing tall buildings, he noted.

Since the country’s reform and open-
ing-up in the late 1970s, the country has 
sacrificed some of its natural resources, 
and the features and styles of historical 

importance in some urban areas have 
also been damaged.

Li said: “We must put a brake on this as 
we enter a new development stage. It’s a 
brilliant guideline. We cannot damage 
cities’ features and styles for economic 
purposes in a barbaric manner.”

The guideline also said management 
will be intensified for construction of big 
public facilities, including stadiums, mu-
seums, exhibition halls and theatres, to 
prevent imitation in architecture designs.

Li said such public buildings are major 
representatives of a city’s image and they 
should boast each city’s characteristics.

Currently in China, however, like resi-
dential buildings, these facilities fail to 
manifest local features, he said.

He said it’s now hard for people to judge 
where they are if they are sent to a city 
without being told its name because of 
the sameness of the buildings.

The guideline is expected to help address 
the chaos caused by some cities seeking to 
make architecture unnecessarily osten-
tatious, and to take aim at some urban 
locales that worship foreign architectural 
styles, said a ministerial media release.

It will also consolidate China’s cultural con-
fidence and manifest the country’s charac-
teristics, it said. CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Rule puts cap on China’s skyscrapers

Industry insiders are holding out hope that money will return to Sihanoukville once Covid-19 is contained. 
YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM

Many of the most expensive and best-selling commercial spaces in Ho 
Chi Minh City and Hanoi are now struggling to find customers even after 
landlords have cut the prices by 30-50 per cent. AFP
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Villa and land for Sale  apartmentS 

land for sale (lS: l84)
Land Size: 20x30 M 
Price: $170,000 (negotiable)   
Location: Borey Kang Meng, Sangkart 
Prek Kompers, Khan Dongkor 
Phnom Penh City 

 

land for sale (lS: l64 )
Land size: 30x43M 
Price: $320,000 (negotiable)   
Location: Sangkart Prek Eng 
Khan Chbar Ampov
Phnom Penh City 
 

land for sale (lS: l68)
Land size: 618m2 
Price: $200,000 
Soft title 
Location: Prek Eng, Chbar Ampov 
Phnom Penh

 

land for sale (lS: l64)
Land size: 40m x 72m 
Price: $1,300,000
Location: Veal Sbov  
Chbar Ampov 
Phnom Penh

 

land for sale (lS: l61)
Land size: 50m x 173m
Price: $200/m2
Hard tittle
Location: Prek Hou, Kandal, 
Phnom Penh
 

land for sale (lS: l58)
Land size: 8m x 24m
Price: $50,000 
Hard title
Location: Prek Hou, Kandal
Phnom Penh

land for sale (lS: l46)
Land size: 20.5m x 37m
Price: $250,000                  
Location: Prek Hou 
Kandal
Phnom Penh

Villa for sale (VS.l24)
Land size: 8m x 22m
House size: 6m x 12m
4 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms
Price: $350,000
Peng Hout Boeng Snor, Chbar Ampov 

Villa for sale (VS.l21) 
Land size: 8.59x22m
House size: 6x12m
4 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms
Price: $390,000
Borey Peng Huot Berg Snor 

flat for sale (fr.l64)
House size: 5x20m
4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms
Height: 5 floors 
Rent: $4,000/month 
Location: Koh Pich City, Phnom Penh

flat for sale (fr: l15)
House size: 4x18m
4 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms
Rent: $2500/ month 
Location: Koh Pich City 
Phnom Penh 

 
Villa for sale ‑ Villa l (VS.l08)
Land size: 5x23m, 
4 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms
Price: $270,000 (negotiable)
Peng Huot 60M, Sangkart Chakgre 
krom, Khan Menchey, Phnom Penh 

 



Fire destroys 
hundreds 
of Rohingya 
homes in camp 
in Bangladesh 

ROUGHLY 10 people were injured 
as a fire tore through a Rohingya 
refugee camp in southeastern 

Bangladesh destroying at least 330 
shanties, officials said on Tuesday.

Local firefighter official Emdadul Haq 
said the 330 rough buildings, including 
homes and shops, in the Kutupalong 
Rohingya refugee camp were complete-
ly destroyed in the fire, which began at 
a gas cylinder shop.

“Ten people were injured in the acci-
dent. It’s the biggest fire [to have broken 
out] in the camps” to date, he told AFP, 
adding that another 300 shanties, most 
of them built with flimsy tarpaulin and 
bamboo, had been damaged by the fire.

No casualties have so far been report-
ed in Kutupalong, one of the world’s 
largest refugee camp, he added.

Bangladesh’s deputy refugee com-
missioner Shamsud Douza said the 
injured were taken to local hospitals 
for treatment.

The UNHCR said it has mobilised an 
emergency response team to “help the 
affected refugees”.

More than a million Rohingya live 
in the squalid camps in Bangladesh’s 
Cox’s Bazar district, which includes 
Kutupalong.

Some 740,000 of them arrived in the 
South Asian nation in 2017 from Myan-
mar’s conflict-ridden Rakhine state, 
escaping a brutal military clampdown.

Experts and aid workers had already 
warned that fire could cause massive hav-
oc in the overcrowded camp settlement.

“We have seen small fire accidents 
earlier but never saw such big devasta-
tion. Many people were trying to make a 
living by running small shops. They are 
affected the most,” Rohingya commu-
nity leader Abdur Rahim said.

In 2018, a fire in one of the camps 
killed a woman and three children. AFP

THE PHNOM PENH POST  may  14, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM 9

world
US virus expert warns of ‘suffering 
and death’ as more countries reopen
T

OP White House in-
fectious disease ex-
pert anthony Fauci 
has warned that 

ending lockdowns too quick-
ly could trigger uncontrol-
lable new coronavirus out-
breaks, as the global death 
toll closes in on 300,000.

The stark words from Fauci 
came as much of the US and 
Europe press ahead with eas-
ing curbs that have confined 
billions to their homes to stem 
the spread of the disease.

Opening up continues de-
spite the toll rising in some 
of the world’s most popu-
lated countries, with Brazil, 
Russia and the US all report-
ing bad news.

Concerns were com-
pounded Tuesday by Fauci’s 
warning to Congress that a 
run of 14 days with drop in 
cases was a vital first step 
before lifting lockdowns.

He said: “If a community 
or a state or region doesn’t 
go by those guidelines and 
reopens . . . the consequenc-
es could be really serious.

“There is a real risk that 
you will trigger an outbreak 
that you might not be able 
to control. Not only lead-
ing to some suffering and 
death, but it could even set 
you back on the road to get 
economic recovery.”

Fauci said the true num-
ber killed by the epidemic in 
the US is likely higher than 
the official toll of over 83,000 
– the world’s highest.

On Tuesday the US reg-
istered 1,894 coronavirus 
deaths in 24 hours, a steep rise 
after daily tolls fell below 1,000 

on Sunday and monday.
The expert’s cautionary 

message stands at odds with 
rhetoric from President Don-
ald Trump, who has pressed 
for rapid steps to rekindle the 
devastated US economy be-
fore a November election.

In the House of Represen-
tatives meanwhile, Demo-
crats unveiled a $3 trillion 
virus response package, the 
largest yet, to fund efforts to 
fight the pandemic and pro-
vide emergency payments to 
millions of US households.

The lifting of lockdowns 

gathered pace across Europe 
on Tuesday, with France be-
ginning to reopen primary 
schools and nurseries.

Teachers wore face masks 
and desks were separated 
as children filed back into 
classrooms.

Russia began easing lock-
down rules even as infections 
surged past 232,000 – now 
the second-most cases in 
the world after the US, a tally 
kept by the John Hopkins 
University in the US shows.

The nation hit the land-
mark on Tuesday after a 

week of reporting more than 
10,000 daily infections.

President Vladimir Pu-
tin’s spokesman, Dmitry 
Peskov, has also tested pos-
itive for the virus.

For those braving public 
transport in moscow, masks 
and gloves were a must in line 
with new anti-virus rules.

“It’s a necessary measure,” 
said 25-year-old Tatiana Khan, 
speaking on a half-empty bus.

“If everyone had worn 
masks from the start, ob-
served the precautions, I think 
we wouldn’t have had such a 

spread of the epidemic.”
Indian Prime minister Na-

rendra modi announced a 
$270 billion economic stimu-
lus as the asian giant’s econo-
my lumbers back to life after 
a prolonged shutdown.

Its giant railway network 
also restarted, despite a re-
cent surge in infections, with 
3,600 recorded on monday.

The country of 1.3 billion im-
posed a strict lockdown in late 
march, which modi’s govern-
ment has credited with keep-
ing cases to a modest 70,000, 
with around 2,300 deaths.

Fears of a second wave of 
cases remain across much 
of the asian continent, with 
Chinese state media report-
ing that the city of Wuhan, 
where the virus was first 
detected, plans to conduct 
virus tests on the entire 11 
million population.

The proposal comes after 
Wuhan reported the first clus-
ter of new infections since 
the city reopened on april 8 
after a 76-day lockdown.

But there were stories of 
hope amid the gloom. a 113-
year-old woman, believed to 
be the oldest person living 
in Spain, was reported to 
have beaten the coronavirus 
at a retirement home where 
several other residents died 
from the disease.

maria Branyas became in-
fected last month but fought 
off the illness during weeks 
of isolation in her room.

Her daughter said her 
mother was “in shape, want-
ing to talk, to explain, to re-
flect – she has become her-
self again”. AFP

China: ‘Silent carriers’ of virus remain biggest problem
SIX new Covid-19 cases, all of whom 
were local transmissions, have sur-
faced in Wuhan barely two weeks 
after the city in central China declared 
that the last of its patients had been 
discharged from hospital.

Local health authorities on Tuesday 
ordered the entire city of 11 million to 
undergo nucleic acid testing over a 
10-day period in a bid to arrest the 
spread of the coronavirus, which caus-
es Covid-19, and, more importantly, 
prevent a second wave of infections just 
a month after it lifted a lockdown.

Wuhan was the epicentre of an out-
break of the coronavirus in China, 
reported the state-run Xinhua News 
agency.

as details of city-wide testing are 
being ironed out, the fresh cases 
highlight the challenges of restarting 
the nation’s economy – which is fac-
ing its worst contraction since 1992 
– while still grappling with a disease 
that is still prevalent in at least three 
provinces, as asymptomatic patients 
continue surfacing.

all six cases in Wuhan, including 
two elderly married couples, are from 
the same neighbourhood.

It remains unclear how the virus 
entered the community but it was 
first detected in an 89-year-old man 
who exhibited symptoms late in 
march and was self-medicating.

When he visited the hospital for 
other ailments earlier this month, doc-

tors tested and found him positive for 
Covid-19. Contact tracing led to other 
residents in the neighbourhood being 
tested, turning up dozens of asympto-
matic cases who were quarantined.

But, under China’s tabulation sys-
tem, patients who do not show symp-

toms but who tested positive in the 
nucleic acid test are not added to the 
official tally.

The tally therefore can be mislead-
ing because around a dozen asymp-
tomatic cases have been reported 
daily in Wuhan since such figures were 
released beginning april 1. as of Tues-
day, there were still 589 such patients 
under “medical observation”.

“Cross-infection at community 
level in the city has not yet been 
eliminated, which highlights the 
challenge of preventing those who 
have the virus without displaying any 
symptoms from infecting others,” the 
official China Daily said in an edito-
rial on Tuesday.

But a top scientist from the Chinese 
Centre for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, Dr Wu Zunyou, has said testing 
the entire population was “unneces-
sary” and that mass testing should be 
carried out only on critical groups that 
have a higher exposure to the virus.

another expert, Dr Gregory C Gray, 
a professor of medicine at the Global 
Health and Environmental Health 
unit at Duke University in the US, has 
described asymptomatic patients as 

the “major problem” for doctors 
fighting Covid-19.

“While mass testing [molecular or 
serologic] would help identify cryptic 
pockets of infection, it would need to 
be periodically repeated and thus 
expensive and very challenging to 
maintain,” he told The Straits Times.

“I do not see an easy, low-cost solu-
tion to stopping transmission short 
of a mass vaccine programme which 
too may also need to be repeated 
every several years to maintain 
immunity,” he added.

There is also the issue of capacity 
for Wuhan with official statistics 
showing that 1.03 million people had 
undergone nucleic acid tests as at the 
end of last month.

But the 53 labs and 211 testing clinics 
in the city can process only 46,000 sam-
ples per day, far short of the nearly one 
million per day needed to meet the target 
of testing the city’s entire population.

Ultimately, the nub of the issue in 
China – and the rest of the world as 
cities reopen – remains how best to 
deal with asymptomatic carriers while 
trying to restart the economy. THE STRAITS 

TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Top White House infectious disease expert Anthony Fauci has warned that ending lockdowns too quickly 
could trigger uncontrollable new coronavirus outbreaks. GETTY IMAGES/AFP

Under China’s tabulation system, patients who do not show symptoms but who tested 
positive in the nucleic acid test are not added to the official tally. AFP



T
HE Syamsi Dhuha 
Foundation (SDF), a 
non-profit organisa-
tion representing In-

donesia’s autoimmune disease 
sufferers, has urged the gov-
ernment to pay more atten-
tion to people with immune-
related conditions, who are 
much more vulnerable during 
the current Covid-19 pandem-
ic, as medication costs have 
increased dramatically.

To mark World Lupus Day 
on May 10 and World Autoim-
mune Day on May 20, the SDF 
is making an effort to gain sup-
port and raise awareness about 
people with autoimmune dis-
eases, such as lupus, with its 
#ShareOurLove campaign.

SDF chairwoman Dian 
Syarief, who is also an autoim-
mune disease sufferer, said it 
was an extraordinary time for 
her community as the prices 
for autoimmune drugs, includ-
ing hydroxychloroquine (HCQ), 
which is also prescribed for 
Covid-19 patients, had soared.

“The price of HCQ has in-
creased by 100 per cent. We 
hope the government can 
regulate the price so that pa-
tients can still can afford it 
and other primary medica-
tions needed by autoimmune 
patients,” Dian told The Ja-
karta Post on Saturday.

Dian said autoimmune pa-
tients needed one or two HCQ 
pills per day to alleviate joint 
pain and other medications 
such as corticosteroids to in-
crease steroid hormones in 
the body, relieve inflammation 
and suppress the excessive 
work of the immune system.

She said the country was not 
able to produce its own HCQ 
until the end of last year, when 
the domestically supplied im-
munosuppressant was sold at 
prices ranging between 11,000 
and 13,000 rupiah ($0.74 and 
$0.87) per pill.

“Since Covid-19 hit, the price 
has crept up steadily. It could 
reach 22,000 rupiah per pill. The 
supply and demand has been 

out of balance,” said Dian.
Dian also regretted the 

limited direct access to doc-
tors, medical examinations 
or treatment. “Especially for 
patients who use the BPJS 
Kesehatan [the Health Care 
and Social Security Agency] 
service,” she said.

Dian said the condition of 
people with lupus or other 
autoimmune diseases varied 
from the mild form, which 
attacked the skin or joints, to 
more severe conditions that 
attacked the blood or nervous 
system and even vital organs.

“We can’t help but try to 
survive. That’s why we also 
strive for personal protective 
equipment [PPE], medicine, 
as well as collecting dona-
tions for those who have lost 
income,” added Dian.

The SDF has initiated the 
collection of donations for the 
procurement and distribution 

of PPE, including 2,000 non-
medical masks, for 16 autoim-
mune communities around 
Indonesia. Within three weeks, 
they managed to raise funds of 
up to 141 million rupiah.

The organisation has also 
provided aid that includes 
PPE such as medical and 
nonmedical masks and cov-
erall hazmat suits, as well as 
multivitamins, to some hos-
pitals and public health cen-
tres across Indonesia.

“Because of the PPE scar-
city, the distribution has been 
done gradually, depending 
on availability, to nine hos-
pitals and regional hospitals 
in Bandung, Cimahi, Cianjur 
and Majalengka [in West Java] 
and Medan [in North Suma-
tra]. We also provided PPE to 
six public health centres in Ja-
karta, South Kalimantan and 
Bandung,” said Dian.

SDF manager Laila Pan-

chasari said that in commem-
oration of World Lupus Day, 
the organisation had also 
launched a membership card 
programme in collaboration 
with two clinical laboratories, 
Pramitha and Prodia, and 
state-owned pharmaceutical 
company Kimia Farma.

“So, members can access 
generic HCQ and can get ad-
ditional discounts for routine 
checks in the laboratories,” 
Laila said, adding that the SDF 
had more than 1,000 members 
across the archipelago.

However, the membership 
number is still small com-
pared to the number of lupus 
sufferers in Indonesia, which 
Dian estimated at between 
135,000 and 270,000.

Worldwide, it is estimated that 
there are at least five million 
people with lupus, with 100,000 
new cases every year. THE JAKARTA 

POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The prices for autoimmune drugs, including hydroxychloroquine (HCQ), which is also prescribed for Covid-19 
patients, have soared. AFP

Under the programme, the Philippine government provides assistance, such as transportation and 
allowances, to those who would like to relocate to urban or rural areas in the region. AFP
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SOME one million residents of 
Metro Manila are expected to 
move to other regions in the 
next six months under the 
Philippine government’s Balik 
Probinsya, Bagong Pag-asa 
programme that aims to 
decongest the National Capi-
tal Region.

National Housing Authority 
general manager Marcelino 
Escalada made the projection 
as he noted a high interest in 
the newly launched pro-
gramme, which got 5,000 
online enrolees in just four 
days.

The online application was 
only launched on Friday, not-
ed Escalada, who heads the 
secretariat of the Balik Probin-
sya, Bagong Pag-asa Council.

“If this will be the figure, 
there will be exponential 
enrolees every now and then. 
Perhaps we can hit a figure in 
the next six months of one mil-

lion residents of Metro Manila 
who would like to enrol,” he 
told a televised Laging Handa 
PH briefing.

Laging Handa PH is the Phil-
ippine government’s crisis 
communications centre.

Escalada said the pro-
gramme is voluntary, and 
those joining it must be willing 
and informed.

Under the programme, the 
government provides assist-
ance, such as transportation 
and allowances, to those who 
would like to relocate to urban 
or rural areas in the region.

Interested parties may go to 
the nearest Balik Probinsya 
centre or go to the website, 
where they would fill out an 
assessment form.

The programme was 
launched amid the new coro-
navirus outbreak, which hit 
Metro Manila the hardest.

Escalada said the assistance 

from the government would 
help beneficiaries of the pro-
gramme transition to their 
new life away from Metro 
Manila.

He added that the national 
government would coordinate 
with the receiving local gov-
ernment units (LGUs) to help 
ensure their readiness for the 
possible influx of new resi-
dents.

The LGUs would be provided 
with institutional benefits and 
incentives as well, he said.

Leyte, Camarines Sur, Zam-
boanga del Norte, Bukidnon, 
Lanao del Norte, Pangasinan, 
Quirino and Marinduque have 
signified interest in joining the 
pilot programme, he added.

He said the government 
would decentralise economic 
opportunities and government 
operations to bring more peo-
ple to the provinces. PHILIPPINE 

DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Autoimmune disease sufferers 
in Indonesia seek gov’t support

HCMC speeding up 
site compensation 
for key traffic projects
DISTRICT authorities have 
been urged to complete site 
compensation, resettlement 
and handover of land to speed 
up the progress of major traf-
fic projects in Ho Chi Minh 
City, Vietnam this year.

The city’s Management 
Board for Traffic Works Con-
struction and Investment 
director Luong Minh Phuc 
has said district leaders would 
be held responsible for activ-
ities related to compensation 
and land handover.

The city plans to complete 
29 traffic projects and start 
construction on 27 new traffic 
projects this year in an aim to 
reduce traffic congestion and 
develop connections between 
the city and neighbouring 
provinces, said the manage-
ment board.

It has kicked off 13 major 
traffic projects with total 
investment of 3.5 trillion dong 
($150 million), it said.

At the end of last month, 
work started on the six-lane 
75m long My Thuy 3 bridge 
project in District 2, under the 
My Thuy intersection project 
which has total investment of 
two trillion dong. 

The bridge will have 250m 
long access road, sidewalk, 
drainage and lighting system.

After completion, the bridge 
will be linked to the My Thuy 
1 and My Thuy 2 bridges and 
is expected to ease congestion 
near Cat Lai Port in District 2.

On April 20, work also start-
ed on a project to expand the 
2.8km Dong Van Cong road 
from Giong Ong To bridge to 
My Thuy intersection in Dis-
trict 2. The road surface will 
be expanded by 7m, and two 
more lanes of traffic will be 
added.

When completed after nine 
months of construction, Dong 
Van Cong road will have 10 
lanes for cars and two for 
motorbikes and will be con-
nected to My Thuy 3 bridge, 
which will be expanded. This 
will help further reduce con-

gestion near Cat Lai Port.
On April 22, work started on 

the first phase of the under-
ground tunnel at the inter-
section of Nguyen Huu Tho-
Nguyen Van Linh streets in 
District 7 with an investment 
of 830 billion dong.

In addition, a project to build 
a pedestrian bridge in front of 
the new Eastern Bus Station 
on Hanoi Highway in District 
9 and an underpass under the 
new bus station project will 
have a total investment of 
nearly 440 billion dong.

A project to renovate Nuoc 
Den canal near Tham Luong 
canal and another to expand 
Hoang Hoa Tham street are 
also being implemented.

In addition, the city plans 
to complete the 64km belt 
road No 2 linking provinces 
and cities this year. To date, 
50km has been completed 
and put into operation. Of the 
remaining sections, 3km of 
the belt road is being imple-
mented under the build-
transfer model.

In addition, the Thu Thiem 
Bridge No 2 project is slated 
to be put into use in the third 
quarter of this year. The 
bridge will shorten the travel 
time from District 1 to Dis-
trict 2 and help ease conges-
tion on Ton Duc Thang and 
Nguyen Huu Canh streets.

In addition, nine projects 
will be implemented near Tan 
Son Nhat airport area, includ-
ing three new overpasses, 
expansion of Hoang Minh 
Giam street, and upgrade of 
Cong Hoa street after the land 
is handed over.

Tr a f f i c  c o n n e c t i o n s 
between Ho Chi Minh City 
and neighbouring provinces 
play an important role in the 
economic development of the 
southern area.

The city’s Department of 
Transport director Tran Quang 
Lam said priority will be given 
to projects for belt roads, high-
ways and urban railways. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Million from Manila move under regional migration plans
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T
HE abrupt disruption gener-
ated by the Covid-19 pan-
demic has forced schools to 
shift to online learning with 

no or little preparation in terms of 
internet access, teacher capacity and 
student-parent readiness.

For the past month, online learning 
has been implemented with varying 
levels of quality. at best, a few teach-
ers have managed to execute online 
learning by engaging students in dif-
ferent learning management systems 
(LmS). Such teachers had used LmS 
as part of their blended learning even 
before the pandemic started.

Furthermore, they are used to 
designing project-based learning activ-
ities. Therefore, when the Covid-19 
outbreak compelled all schools to close 
and students to learn from home, they 
hardly faced adjustment issue.

at worst, however, learning is simply 
not taking place for many students. 
Their teachers lack resources to engage 
in online learning and many students 
do not have access to internet connec-
tion and the necessary gadgets.

In between those two points, a 
majority of teachers in Indonesia are 
grappling with the challenges of 
delivering learning assignments to 
their students at home. many of 
them resort to distributing weekly 
paper-based assignments to parents.

Recently, the Education and Cul-
ture ministry has turned to use the 
national television broadcaster TVRI 
to deliver learning packages. This 
effort needs to be further expanded 
as there are still concerns about 
access and availability of all the 
learning materials across the Kinder-
garten to Grade 12 curricula.

all in all, the pandemic has shed a 
light on the widening digital divide 
that will lead to serious implications 
on the human capital development 
in Indonesia. On the other hand, this 
enforced learn-from-home situation 
can also be a window of opportunity 
for the ministry to spearhead a new 
education paradigm and movement 
that would overcome prevailing qual-
ity inequalities across Indonesia.

The crisis has brought awareness 
for the necessity of connectedness by 
means of technology. Teachers across 
Indonesia have varying degrees of 
professional development opportu-
nities and hence Technological Peda-
gogical Content Knowledge (TPaCK). 
The learn-from-home enforcement 
has served as a litmus paper reveal-
ing teachers’ diverse competence lev-

els as well as unequal learning 
opportunities across the country.

First things first during this crisis, 
when the connection issues (internet 
or television-radio) can be resolved, 
this can further open doors to jump-
starting the impoverished schools 
particularly in remote regions.

Quality disparity
One key issue in the quality dispari-

ty in Indonesian education is the dis-
tribution of qualified teachers. 
Despite the government’s effort to 
build road infrastructure, it would 
take more years for development – 
particularly outside of Java – to catch 
up. most teachers are reluctant to be 
assigned in underdeveloped regions 
and so the vicious cycle prevails.

It would be less expensive and 
more feasible to install technology 
infrastructure than to find commit-
ted teachers to be placed in remote 
areas. When the Covid-19 crisis is 
over, hopefully, as Education and 
Culture ministry expert staffer Iwan 
Syahril has expressed, “the anxiety 
for using technology will be reduced 
and the readiness level will increase”.

The shortage of competent teachers 
in remote regions can be overcome 
with community-based education uti-
lising technology to deliver distance 
learning and engaging trained local 

tutors. This crisis may also be an 
opportunity to gather the learn-from-
home best practices and develop a 
home-school learning partnership 
model. a child’s education, after all, is 
the sole responsibility of parents.

The outsourcing of education by 
parents to schools needs to be revis-
ited to return to the essence and goal 
of holistic education of a child. The 
formal education enterprise is cer-
tainly still needed but has to trans-
form its role and strategies even after 
the pandemic is over.

The pandemic’s disruption is cur-
rently causing quick fixes and emer-
gency actions in the education sector 
and domestic crises at home. a 
teacher in Kediri, East Java, Bambang 
yulianto, describes the learn-from-
home mode as “sending a breeze in 
school into a tornado at home”.

Turning this crisis into opportunities 
for growth requires concerted efforts. 
What is urgently needed by teachers 
and students is free internet access so 
that online learning can be conducted 
optimally. The ministry’s decision to 
allow school operational aid (BOS) to 
be used for internet connection costs 
should be highly appreciated.

It is time for telecommunication pro-
viders to bear their social responsibility 
during this crisis. They have given free 
internet charges to access certain edu-

cation apps. This free access should be 
extended to other apps and LmS. Fur-
thermore, they also need to expand 
their areas of service and include 
regions that cannot afford connectivity.

The ministry has launched platform 
guruberbagi.kemdikbud.go.id that 
allows teachers to share lesson plans, 
articles and tips for better teaching. 
This teacher-sharing platform serves 
as a springboard to develop a virtual 
community of practice among teach-
ers and should be further promoted to 
a wider circle of teachers. To capitalise 
further on this platform, virtual mod-
ules for professional development can 
be uploaded there.

Finally, the ministry has stated that 
the focus of learning materials deliv-
ered on television was on literacy, 
numeracy and character education. In 
regard to the abrupt disruption and the 
lack of readiness, education stakehold-
ers need to lower their expectations as 
far as content mastery is concerned.

Students may catch up on the mas-
tery of content knowledge when the 
connectivity issues can be resolved 
later. Given the dire circumstances, 
now is really the time to reflect on 
what is the true essence of education. 
THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The writer is professor at Widya Mandala 
Catholic University Surabaya, Indonesia.

Opinion
Anita Lie

Covid-19 disruption and widening 
digital divide in Indonesia

Indonesian elementary school students study online using their smartphones on Temulawak hill, in Yogyakarta, to get a better internet 
connection than in their village. AfP



T
EA farmers have liter-
ally received a help-
ing hand – make that 
several – during the 

spring tea harvest amid the 
Covid-19 outbreak.

Li Xiangrong was relieved 
when the local government 
sent personnel to inquire about 
his needs early in March.

The 41-year-old runs a large 
tea plantation in Banzhang vil-
lage in Xishuangbanna Dai au-
tonomous prefecture in South-
west China’s Yunnan province.

He usually hires help during 
harvests, but the epidemic 
meant non-residents couldn’t 
enter the village.

“It wasn’t safe for them to 
come to work on my fields, 
and I couldn’t risk infections.”

So, the local government sent 
him over 10 workers who’d un-
dertaken health checks.

The new recruits were trained 
in tea picking and processing. 
Li worked alongside them.

“It was hard work,” he 
says. “But it’s totally worth it, 
knowing my tea production 
wouldn’t be affected much.”

Yunnan is a major tea base 
nationally, and about six mil-
lion people in the province 
work in the sector. But the ep-
idemic has gripped harvest-
ing, production and sales.

The spring production usu-
ally accounts for a third of the 
province’s annual produc-
tion, reports the Yunnan Tea 
Marketing Association.

Picking usually starts in 

March and lasts until May.
Governments at various 

levels have arranged for of-
ficers to go door to door and 
ask about each farmer’s needs 
to minimise losses.

Online promotions have 
boosted sales.

Tea has helped rural resi-
dents overcome poverty in 
recent years.

Li sold 320kg of tea for 

more than three million yuan 
($420,000) last year, including 
200kg for two million yuan 
during the spring. Li’s tea trees 
are 500 years old on average, 
and prices for premium leaves 
from these trees have risen 
dramatically over the years.

He and his family had lived 
hand-to-mouth before 2006.

“We lived in a thatched cot-
tage and could barely afford 

to eat meat once a month,” 
Li says.

Things changed when Kun-
ming Colorful Yunnan King-
Shine Tea Industry Co Ltd (King-
Shine) moved into the area.

The company has since de-
veloped steady cooperation 
with more than 30,000 rural 
households in its tea-pro-
duction base in Banzhang 
village.

Unsophisticated production 
techniques and an underde-
veloped market had kept lo-
cal tea farmers from achieving 
good sales, says Li Wenshun, a 
purchasing manager with the 
Kunming-based company.

The highest price for pre-
mium tea was only 40 yuan a 
kg then, he says.

“We helped them improve 
procedures and ensure they fol-
low our hygiene requirements.”

The company also gave the 
planters free bamboo mats 
for collection and drying.

“The leaves can’t touch the 
ground at any point,” Li Wen-
shun says.

Farmers were also trained 
in modern processing and 
management methods to in-
crease their output and pro-
duce premium tea.

Products are identified with 
QR codes so consumers can 
track information from pick-
ing to processing, packaging, 
storage and circulation.

Over the years, prices have 
surged to between 100,000 
and 120,000 yuan a kg.

Most people in Banzhang 
and nearby villages have 
moved into large villas. Today, 
they enjoy paved roads, elec-
tricity and clean water.

Li Xiangrong says he didn’t 
have to worry about his tea 
reaching the market during 
the pandemic.

King-Shine bought all 110kg 
he produced for 12,000 yuan a 
kg. Sales were paused in Feb-

ruary and resumed in March.
The company has spent 

more than 50 million yuan 
purchasing tea from villages 
in Yunnan.

“We must help [tea farmers] 
as much as we can, even if we 
face difficulties,” company 
founder Ren Huaican says.

Ren started the company 
in 2006 to fully tap the local 
tea industry’s potential and 
increase local incomes after 
he discovered that nearly 10 
million local people were in-
volved in the business.

Tea output has also been 
affected by droughts in some 
plantation regions in Xish-
uangbanna earlier this year.

Ren’s company didn’t re-
duce its procurements of tea 
from villagers and bought it 
at the same price as before.

“The pandemic has ham-
pered tea sales but will surely 
increase demand for healthy 
products, including premium 
tea,” Li Wenshun says.

The drought seems to have 
somehow added flavour to 
the leaves, he says.

King-Shine has stepped up 
online sales and expanded 
support for its marketing 
partners nationwide.

“We’ll open more offline 
tasting events for our part-
ners this year to enable more 
people to better understand 
authentic tea from ancient 
trees,” Li Wenshun says.

“Things will be better later.” 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

INDONESIANS who violate 
social distancing rules in the 
capital could soon find them-
selves forced to clean toilets 
to atone for their sins.

Latrine duty is among a range 
of punishments listed in new 
rules aimed at battling corona-
virus infections in the Southeast 
Asian megacity of Jakarta.

Going outside without a 
mask can result in a 250,000 
rupiah ($17) fine, while resi-
dents gathering in crowds 
could be forced to clean pub-

lic facilities – including toilets 
– while wearing a vest that la-
bels them as rule-breakers.

Firms that ignore shutdown 
orders or violate public-health 
rules can be hit with fines of 
up to 50 million rupiah under 
rules made public this week.

Jakarta – a sprawling city 
home to some 30 million – 
imposed a partial lockdown 
last month as virus infections 
surged and critics warned of a 
looming public health disaster.

Several other Indonesian 

cities have put similar restric-
tions in place, but violations 
are prevalent. 

At the weekend, several hun-
dred people gathered in down-
town Jakarta to mark the clo-
sure of a fast-food restaurant, 
sparking widespread criticism.

On Tuesday, Indonesia’s Covid-
19 death toll hit 1,007 with nearly 
14,749 confirmed cases.

But the true toll is believed 
to be much higher in the 
country of more than 260 mil-
lion. AFP
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A recovery is brewing in China’s tea sector

POLAND’S president has 
made his debut as a rapper in 
a fundraiser for medics fight-
ing the coronavirus pandem-
ic, drawing nearly four mil-
lion video views on Tuesday. 

Currently campaigning for 
a second term, President An-
drzej Duda appeared rapping 

in a video posted to his official 
YouTube channel on Monday.

Launched by Polish rap-
pers, the “Hot16Challenge2” 
urges public figures to post 
videos on social media with a 
16-verse rap over a beat and to 
donate to a fund for medics.

“They don’t ask you for 

your name, they fight the 
sharp shadow of fog,” raps 
Duda, 47, the frontrunner in 
a presidential race thrown 
into chaos by the pandemic.

“The strong hands of res-
cuers, all together – let’s 
praise them!,” he adds in the 
video that drew over 3.7 mil-
lion views as of Tuesday.

Duda has harnessed the 
power of social media, in-
cluding platforms like Tik-
Tok, to reach younger voters 
in his campaign.

He nominated allied right-
wing Prime Minister Ma-
teusz Morawiecki to join the 
challenge.

So far, it has attracted doz-
ens of celebrities and public 
figures, including Poland’s 
Ombudsman Adam Bodnar, 
and raised over a million 
zloty ($240,000).

Poland’s parliament was 
struggling this week to ham-
mer out a way to move for-
ward with the presidential 
election, possibly in late June 
or early July. 

Originally scheduled for May 
10, the ballot was postponed 
after parliament failed to agree 
on how it should proceed dur-
ing the pandemic. AFP

Toilet duty for virus-rule violators 

Poland’s president rapping 
to raise funds for medics

Children play at a tea plantation in Yunnan as the country’s tea sector gets back on track. CHINA DAILY

Indonesians violating social distancing rules could be required to clean public toilets. AFP

Polish President Andrzej Duda has raised over a million zloty ($240,000) 
for coronavirus medics from a rap video he posted on YouTube. AFP



IN his Cairo living room, Egyp-
tian Ashraf al-Helw reprimand-
ed his lioness Joumana for not 
obeying him after bringing her 
home for live-streamed per-
formances during the corona-
virus pandemic.

“I am very unhappy with you 
Jojo,” the 26-year-old lion 
tamer yelled at the lioness, 
who returned to her stool 
before snatching a piece of raw 
meat from a nearby table.

Since March, Cairo has closed 
entertainment facilities, 
including the circus, in a bid to 
contain the outbreak – forcing 
the famous Helw family of big 
cat trainers into a rethink.

Ashraf has decided to bring 
the lioness home for a few 
hours twice a week.

Thousands of viewers con-
fined to their homes watched 
Joumana’s first online show 
last month on Instagram and 
Facebook.

The family now hopes to use 
the videos to claw back lost 
revenue to cover their 30 
assistants’ salaries and feed 
their 40 lions and tigers.

“Business has always gone 
well in Egypt, especially as peo-
ple here love the circus,” said 

Ashraf. “But everything has come 
to a halt since the coronavirus.”

No swipes from neighbours
Ashraf is a third-generation lion 

tamer and says his grandmother 
Mahasen was wildly popular – 
known as “the iron lady” for being 
the first Arab and Middle Eastern 
woman to tame big cats.

In 1978, his grandfather 
Moha med a l-Helw was 
mauled to death by a lion dur-

ing a live show.
But this did not dissuade his 

descendants from continuing 
the family business.

Three of Ashraf’s sisters and 
one brother are also big cat 
trainers.

“This is the first time that I 
have brought a big lion home,” 
said Ashraf, who normally only 
brings cubs back to his pad. “I 
only brought Joumana here to 
entertain people.”

Currently Ashraf brings Jou-
mana home twice a week for 
training, transporting her in a 
metal cage in the back of an 
SUV. The rest of the time she 
lives in a park outside Cairo.

Upon her arrival, the family 
and assistants block the stair-
case as the lioness is led into 
the lift.

“The neighbours never had 
problems with us, they trust 
us,” said Ashraf.

Hussein Suleiman, the build-
ing’s security chief, said there 
had been “no complaints” 
from the neighbours.

“The family is lovely and 
people like to take photos 
when they see the lioness 
passing by.”

After videos of Joumana per-
forming at home went viral, 
some on social media voiced 
fears over possible animal 
mistreatment.

But Ashraf, who first pub-
licly performed with lions at 
the age of 15, dismissed such 
charges as “false”.

Meanwhile, even younger 
members of the Helw family 
are planning to one day crack 
the whip.

“I will start training [with lions] 
as soon as I finish my studies,” 
said 20-year-old Karim, a business 
school student and the youngest 
of Ashraf’s brothers. AFP
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Beer, tapas, friends: Smiles as Spain’s bars open

B
ASKING in the sun, an icy 
cold beer in hand, two friends 
are catching up at a bar ter-
race in Tarragona, savouring 

a simple but much-missed pleasure 
axed during eight weeks of lockdown.

“It’s very emotional, almost as if we 
were opening for the first time,” smiles 
Raffa Olivier who has just set up tables 
outside his ice-cream parlour in this 
northeastern Spanish seaside town 
for the first time in two months.

Staying at home has been a tough 
challenge in Spain, where sitting 
outside for a beer and tapas is some-
thing akin to a national sport.

But on Monday, bar and restau-
rant terraces across half the country 
were stirring again as Spain moved 
to ease its lockdown to slow the 
spread of a virus that has claimed 
almost 27,000 lives.

For now, though, Madrid and Bar-
celona, Spain’s biggest cities, will 

have to wait – where the outbreak hit 
hardest, the rollback takes longer.

In Tarragona’s Old Town, the pave-
ment tables were heaving by mid-
day, with waiters carrying armfuls of 
beer and tapas to groups of friends 
excitedly catching up while trying 
not to exchange hugs.

“After so long shut up at home, we’re 
finally enjoying a reunion here in a nice 
sunny spot,” grins Marcos Maimo, 29, 
who is out with three friends toasting 
their new-found freedom.

‘Clears your head’
At Olivier’s ice-cream parlour, 

many locals have popped in to say 
hello or congratulate him on re-
opening although few stay.

“We’ve decided to risk it. We 
know that in the first few days, we 
won’t be making much money but 
we’re convinced we need to get on 
with it,” he admits. 

Even with the new limitations, un-
der which bars and cafes can open 
their terraces up to half their usual 
capacity, the tables here are not full.

Wearing a mask, Marcos Rodriguez 
is chatting with a friend about foot-
ball, which has also been ground to an 
unprecedented halt by the epidemic. 

“When you spend so long not do-
ing something, a routine thing sud-
denly becomes really special. It re-
ally clears your head to be able to 
go out into the street, have a coffee 
with a friend and talk about foot-
ball,” says the 41-year-old.

Unemployed and living with his 
parents, being forced to stay at home 
was “very hard”, although he was able 
to get out to do the shopping or go to 
the chemist to spare them the risk.

And he still can’t see his girlfriend 
who lives in Barcelona where people 
are still confined to home.

“There’s still that fear you could get 

the virus and pass it on to someone 
you love. But you have to go out, we 
have to start living again,” he says. 

“People want to go out to terraces, to 
eat and drink, to get together and get 
back to some kind of normality even 
though it’s not the same,” says Olivier.

No tourists, no business
For now, only outdoor terraces are 

open, all staff wearing masks and 
gloves and serving counters shield-
ed by a perspex divider. 

When a customer leaves, waiters 
disinfect tables and chairs and all 
tableware is washed at a high tem-
perature.

There are no menus, with the plates 
on offer listed on a blackboard or ac-
cessible by scanning a QR code.

Other businesses too are reopen-
ing with changes.

Antonio Perez, who works at Les 
Orenetes, a fashion boutique for 

women, has been phoning custom-
ers to tell them that the shop has 
reopened for business. 

Clients may come one at a time, 
and every garment that is tried on 
must be passed under ultraviolet 
light and steam-cleaned to get rid 
of any germs.

“It’s more time and it means more 
work” but at the same time, “it’s great 
for everyone”, says Perez, 60, who 
sports a bushy grey moustache.

Not everyone is celebrating the 
chance to reopen. 

In a narrow, pedestrianised street 
leading up to Tarragon’s imposing 
cathedral in one of the town’s most-
visited areas, most shops are closed.

“We won’t open until June,” ex-
plains Nuria Girones, 45, who runs 
a souvenir shop.

“We’ll have to wait until they open 
the borders and the hotels so people 
can come.” AFP

A waitress wearing a face mask serves costumers at a terrace bar near 
the Cathedral in Palma de Mallorcato. AFP

Thousands of viewers confined to their homes watched Joumana’s first online show last month on Instagram and Facebook. AFP

Lion tamers live-stream shows from Cairo living room

People make a toast at a restaurant in Sevilla on Monday as Spain moved towards easing its strict lockdown in certain regions to slow the spread 
of a virus that has claimed almost 27,000 lives. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 “The Office” receptionist
  4 Put on ice
  9 Windows forerunner
 14 Santa ___, Calif.
 15 Swimming or running event
 16 Some waist-length jackets
 17 Simple game
 19 “A League of Their Own” coach 

Jimmy
 20 Brownstone entrance
 21 Cherokee, for one
 23 Yin counterpart
 24 Where many Old West melees  

occurred
 29 Wait patiently
 31 007 portrayer Timothy
 32 Baseball bat wood
 35 Therapeutic plants
 37 Edible root of the taro
 38 Wreath of welcome
 39 “Get busy on that!”
 42 “The Star-Spangled Banner” 

contraction
 43 One who hasn’t turned pro?
 45 It may be seen on a princess
 46 Obtained
 47 Like a fortified castle

 50 Partners of drabs
 52 Cantankerous state
 54 Take charge on the dance floor
 58 Serious play
 59 World War II’s Battle of the ___
 60 Unlicensed aides
 62 Start of a famous motto
 66 Remove by dissolving
 67 As a coquette would
 68 A pop
 69 Pansy’s young’un
 70 False front?
 71 Bighorn breeder
DOWN
  1 “Crazy” name
  2 Santa ___ Park
  3 Georgia city or county
  4 Spider web, essentially
  5 Truman’s nuclear agcy.
  6 Short deli order
  7 ___-tzu (Chinese philsopher)
  8 Turn a blind ___ (ignore)
  9 Site of Muhammad’s tomb
 10 Five o’clock shadow component
 11 Cutthroat
 12 ___ slow boat to China
 13 Payroll ID number
 18 Ceremonial gown for Claudius
 22 Divining implement

 24 Cylindrical storage tower
 25 One way to motherhood
 26 Current with the wind
 27 Where to  

see chaps
 28 Stallion’s huffy sound
 30 “___! Humbug!”
 32 Davy Crockett’s last stand
 33 Barcelona man’s title
 34 Baseball strategy
 36 Touches the clouds
 40 Tennessee’s state flower
 41 Can opener
 44 Say again and again
 48 Pencil end
 49 Slow-witted
 51 Speak indistinctly
 53 Grp. with the Spingarn Medal
 55 One way to avoid a wedding 

rehearsal
 56 Vice president Spiro
 57 Farm equipment name
 59 Hopalong Cassidy portrayer 

William
 60 Casserole veggie
 61 Priest’s robe
 63 ___ Alamitos, Calif.
 64 Caustic soda
 65 Short winter illness

“LITTLE WORDS MEAN A LOT” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

Lifestyle

Star Wars fans help to 
maintain distancing

‘Oldest’ woman in Spain 
beats coronavirus at 113 

a 
PHILIPPINES sub-
urb is getting help 
from a galaxy far, far 
away to enforce its 

virus lockdown – Darth Vader 
and a retinue of stormtroop-
ers, whose patrols are draw-
ing smiles from locals weary 
of weeks of quarantine.

Three times a week, mem-
bers of a local youth group don 
their homemade Star Wars 
outfits to do their rounds of 
Panghulo in the capital manila 
to remind people to stay in 
their homes to help halt the 
contagion’s spread.

On one patrol, aFP saw 
Darth Vader striding into a 
silent courtyard followed by 
the white-armoured storm-
troopers holding blaster rifles 
and scanning for anyone 
breaking the lockdown order 
that has confined the city’s 12 
million people to their homes 
since mid-march.

another mission saw them 

being rowed through the 
flooded streets on the lookout 
for those sneaking outside, 
dodging the electricity lines 
that sagged overhead. 

“We made the costumes . . . 
to ease the stress and worries 
of children and their families,” 
said alexandria Ignacio, one of 

the group’s members.
The locals are happy to see 

something new on the deserted 
streets – even if it is the Empire’s 
feared stormtroopers.

“We want them to contin-
ue,” said local Loida Luma-
gas. “We also need a little 
amusement.” AFP

a 113-year-old woman, 
believed to be the oldest person 
living in Spain, has beaten the 
coronavirus at a retirement 
home where several other resi-
dents died from the disease, 
the residence said on Tuesday.

maria Branyas, who was 
born in the US, became 
infected last month at the 
Santa maria del Tura care 
home in the eastern city of 
Olot, where she has lived for 
the past 20 years, and fought 
the respiratory illness off in 
isolation in her room.

“She survived the disease and 
is doing fine,” a spokeswoman 
for the residence told aFP, add-
ing that Branyas had only dis-
played mild symptoms.

“She feels good now, she 
took a test last week and the 
result was negative,” the 
spokeswoman said without 
giving further details.

Branyas, a mother of three, 

was isolated in her room for 
weeks, with only a single 
employee in protective gear 
allowed in to check on her, 
reported Catalan regional tel-
evision TV3, which broadcast 
images of the centenarian.

In the video Branyas can be 
heard calling the staff at the 
residence “very kind, very 
attentive”.

When an employee asks her 
for the secret of her long life, 
Branyas replies simply that she 
is lucky to enjoy “good health”.

The care home has recorded 
“several” virus-related deaths 
during the pandemic, the 
spokeswoman for the resi-
dence said.

Branyas’ daughter Rosa 
moret told the station that her 
mother was “in shape, wanting 
to talk, to explain, to reflect, she 
has become herself again”.

Several articles have been 
published in Spanish media in 

recent years about Branyas, 
considered to be the oldest 
person in the country.

She was born on march 4, 
1907 in San Francisco where 
her father, who was from 
northern Spain, worked as a 
journalist.

Branyas moved to Spain with 
her family on a boat during 
World War I and also lived 
through the Spanish flu pan-
demic that swept the world in 
1918-1919 as well as Spain’s 
1936-1939 civil war.

Spain has been one of the 
worst affected countries in 
the pandemic, with nearly 
27,000 Covid-19 deaths con-
firmed so far, health ministry 
figures show.

The elderly are especially 
vulnerable and in Spain as in 
other European countries the 
coronavirus has claimed many 
victims among seniors living 
in retirement homes. AFP

Local youth representatives dressed as Darth Vader and stormtroopers 
from the Star Wars film franchise walk through their village. AFP

Three times a week, members of a local youth group don their homemade Star Wars outfits to do their 
rounds. AFP
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young sumo wrestler dies 
quickly of Covid-19 in Tokyo
a 

28-year-old sumo 
wrestler died in Ja-
pan on Wednesday 
after contracting 

coronavirus and suffering 
multiple organ failure, be-
coming the ancient sport’s 
first Covid-19 fatality, the na-
tional association said.

Shobushi, a fourth-tier san-
danme wrestler belonging to 
the Takadagawa stable in To-
kyo, died early on Wednesday 
after battling the disease for 
more than a month.

He developed a fever over 
april 4-5 but had trouble con-
tacting the local public health 
office because phone lines were 
constantly busy, the Sumo as-
sociation said in a statement.

Shobushi, was then turned 
away by several hospitals be-
fore finally being admitted to 
a Tokyo hospital on the eve-
ning of april 8 after he started 
coughing up blood, it added.

an initial coronavirus test 

there came back negative 
but he then tested positive 
on april 10 after being trans-
ferred to another hospital, 
where he was placed in inten-
sive care on april 19.

Sumo association chief 
Hakkaku, who uses a single 
name, said the news was dev-
astating.

“We cannot find any words 
to say when we think about the 
broken hearts of his family.

“It must have been so very 
painful to fight the disease for 
over a month but, like a sumo 
wrestler, he persevered and 
endured, fighting to the very 
end,” Hakkaku said.

“We only wish that he rests 

in peace now,” he added, 
thanking medical workers for 
their care.

a handful of low-ranking 
wrestlers and trainees as well 
as a sumo stable master have 
tested positive for the virus in 
Japan.

The outbreak has also 
forced the association to can-

cel its upcoming basho, or 15-
day tournament, which had 
been scheduled to begin on 
Sunday.

a basho has only been can-
celled one other time in over 
half a century, in 2011, over a 
bout-fixing scandal.

The spring basho, held in 
march in osaka, took place 

without spectators, with wres-
tlers surrounded by just a hand-
ful of judges in the empty arena.

But it was broadcast live on 
national TV, where viewers 
could hear sounds normally 
drowned out by the crowd, 
including wrestlers slapping 
their bellies and scraping 
their feet on the clay ring.

Some rituals were amended, 
including the traditional ladle 
of water that a winning wrestler 
offers to the next in the ring.

There are usually six tour-
naments across Japan each 
year and the association says 
it hopes to hold the one fol-
lowing this month’s cancelled 
“basho” behind closed doors.  

The coronavirus outbreak 
in Japan has been smaller 
than in many countries, with 
around 16,000 cases and 668 
deaths confirmed so far, but 
the government has declared 
a state of emergency nation-
wide. AFP

oNe of yachting’s most avidly 
followed events, the punish-
ing Vendee Globe solo round 
the world race, plans to pro-
ceed with its November 8 
embarkation date, organisers 
said on Tuesday.

Staged every four years, the 
sailors themselves are alone 
on their yachts but around 
500,000 people showed up 
on the Western France coast 
in 2016 to see off the sailors 
at the vast Sables d’olonne 
beach, where thousands of 
small craft buzzed around 
the competitors at the virtual 

start line out in the atlantic.
“We plan to embark on 

November 8 and are doing 
everything to make sure that 
happens, there’s no reason 
why it won’t happen,” race or-
ganisers said on Tuesday.

last week the organisers said 
they would push ahead with 
plans to stage special public 
events at Sables d’olonne.

“I cannot imagine a Vendee 
Globe without a ‘Village de 
depart’ and in front of the 
fans,” organiser yves auvinet 
told France 3 television.

Some 35 potential competitors 

are hoping to set sail this year.
Current champion armel 

le Cleach will defend his title 
while the man he narrowly 
beat, Welshman alex Thom-
son, whose brash no-holds-
barred style has made him an 
icon in the yachting world, is 
also set to take part.

le Cleach finished the 
2016-2017 edition solo on his 
Banque Populaire catamaran 
in a record time of 74 days, 
three hours, 35 minutes and 
46 seconds, but they have nev-
ertheless built him a new craft 
for the 2020 edition. AFP

leadING professional golf-
ers will return to competitive 
action for the first time in 
months after the coronavirus 
shutdown when three of the 
world’s top 10 women tee off 
in South Korea on Thursday.

The domestic showpiece 
KlPGa Championship will 
follow the country’s football 
and baseball leagues in start-
ing behind closed doors at 
the lakewood Country Club 
in Gyeonggi province’s yangju 
city, northeast of Seoul.

World No3 Park Sung-hyun, 
No6 Kim Sei-young and No10 
lee Jeong-eun will be in a 150-
strong field chasing a $180,000 
winner’s cheque from a record 
tournament purse of $2.5 mil-
lion, the highest in the event’s 
42-year history.

South Korea – which endured 
one of the worst early out-
breaks of the disease outside 
mainland China – has brought 
Covid-19 under control with 
a widespread “trace, test and 
treat” model and has begun to 
resume professional sport.

South Korean players domi-
nate women’s golf and the US-
based lPGa tour with three golf-
ers ranked in the world’s top six 
and eight players in the top 20.

Two-time major winner Park, 
nine-time winner on the lPGa 
Tour Kim and current US open 
champion lee were already 
back home in the country.

They had returned after the 
lPGa season was suspended 
in February because of the 
pandemic following the aus-
tralian open, which was won 
by another Korean, the world 
No11 Park In-bee.

Centre of attention
No spectators will be al-

lowed inside lakewood 
Country Club and strict pro-

tocols will be in place to guard 
against the risk of infection.

all players and staff will have 
their temperature checked be-
fore entering the venue and all 
support personnel must wear 
face masks at all times. 

Players turning up for prac-
tice rounds on Wednesday 
were required to wear masks 
before and after play.

Some opted to don one on the 
course, where they were kept at 
least 2m from their competitors 
and were careful to keep contact 
with caddies to a minimum.

media covering the tourna-
ment are restricted to two des-
ignated areas on the course at 
the first and 10th tees.

each player will have to eat 
meals alone to maintain so-
cial distancing, with no cad-
dies or family members al-
lowed to sit at the same table 
in the players’ lounge.

The men’s US PGa Tour, 
which came to a juddering 
halt when the Players Cham-
pionship was abandoned after 
the first round in march, has 
pencilled in a restart behind 
closed doors at the Charles 
Schwab Challenge beginning 
June 11 in Fort Worth, Texas.

With sports fans around the 
world starved of live action 
overseas broadcasters have 
shown unprecedented interest 
in South Korea’s normally low-
profile domestic competitions.

a KlPGa spokesman said 
US network CBS was in ne-
gotiations for rights to broad-
cast the tournament.

The contest “has been at the 
centre of global attention”, the 
KlPGa said in a statement, 
adding it was making “mak-
ing all-out efforts” to organise 
the event “to please golf fans 
fatigued by the coronavirus”. 
AFP

Vendee Globe solo global 
yacht race to set sail in fall

Female golf stars set 
to tee off in S Korea

South Korean golfer Park Sung-hyun takes the course at the 42nd 
KLPGA Championship. AFP

The spring basho, held in March in Osaka, took place without spectators, with wrestlers surrounded by just a handful of judges in the empty arena. 
STR/JIJI PRESS/AFP

French skipper Jean-Luc van den Heede, 73, raises a bottle of champagne in celebration after winning the 
Golden Globe race last year. AFP

Like a sumo wrestler, 
he persevered and 

endured, fighting to 
the very end
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archer says Smith blow 
made him think of Hughes
JOFRa archer (pictured) said 
memories of the late Phillip 
Hughes came into his mind 
after he bowled a 148.7km/h 
bouncer that concussed aus-
tralia star Steve Smith during 
last year’s ashes.

Former australia batsman 
Hughes died after being hit by a 
short-pitched delivery during a 
Sheffield Shield match in 2014.

England fast bowler archer 
said he had started to fear 
the worst when his fearsome 
bouncer struck Smith, now 
one of the world’s best bats-
men, at Lord’s.

“my first reaction was that 
it hit the helmet but a few 
seconds after he went down, 
everyone was like ‘Oh no’,” 
archer told Talksport radio 
as he recalled the moment 
Smith, a team-mate at 
Indian Premier 
League side 
Ra j a s t h a n 
Royals, fell 
to the turf.

“We had the stuff with Phil 
a few years ago and, gener-
ally, anything that hits you 
in that vicinity is going to be 
trouble,” added archer, who 
was making his Test debut.

“I’m just glad that he came 
out on the other side of it and 

batted in two games.”
The 25-year-old archer has 

not played since the Boxing 
Day Test against South africa 
at Centurion after suffering a 
stress fracture.

But his absence has coin-
cided with a lengthy period of 
enforced rest for all top-flight 
cricketers after Covid-19 
brought major sport world-
wide to a stand-
still.

The start of 
the English 
season has 
been de-
l a y e d 
u n t i l 
July 
1 

at the earliest but officials re-
main hopeful a rescheduled 
Test series against the West 
Indies could get underway 
later in the month.

archer may yet find himself 
back in an England and Wales 
Cricket Board training pro-
gramme as soon as this week if 
the British government publish 
guidance on how elite sports-
men and women can train 
safely during the pandemic.

any matches that do take 
place this season will be behind 
closed doors but Barbados-
born archer said the absence 

of fans might be bearable if 
artificial sound effects were 

allowed to replicate typical 
crowd noise.

“Playing in silence will 
take some getting used to, 

so it might be useful to play 
some music, some simula-
tions of a crowd, something 
to create an atmosphere,” ar-
cher wrote in his Daily Mail 
column.

“The best solution, if we do 
have to play behind closed 
doors, might be to have cheers 
and clapping when someone 
hits a four or a wicket falls. 
These are the little things that 
will make it as normal as pos-
sible.” AFP

Bundesliga restart attracts global audience
G

ERmaN football 
will find itself in 
an unaccustomed 
global spotlight 

this weekend as audiences 
starved of live football turn 
to the only major European 
league back in action.

With the Premier League, 
Spain’s La Liga and Serie a in 
Italy all still sidelined by the 
coronavirus pandemic, the 
Bundesliga will take centre 
stage on Saturday.

Even in Brazil, media cov-
erage has switched from 
domestic football stories to 
what TV viewers can expect to 
see when Borussia Dortmund 
meet Schalke in the biggest 
match of the opening day, 
albeit it without spectators in 
the stadium.

Cable channel Fox Sports, 
which holds exclusive rights 
to show the Bundesliga in 
Brazil, will be showing the 
Ruhr Derby at 9:30am local 
time. Its website already fea-
tures a lengthy article about 
the games entitled “The wait 
will soon be over”.

Even Brazil’s biggest media 
group, Globo, is getting in on 
the act with interviews with 
four Brazilians who play for 
Bundesliga clubs, including 
Wolfsburg midfielder William, 
who admitted players were “a 
little bit scared” about the im-
plications for their health.

In India, foreign football 
leagues have found a market 

in India’s urban youth who 
keenly follow the Premier 
League and support clubs like 
Chelsea, Liverpool and man-
chester United. But a few of 
these fans also watch La Liga 
and Bundesliga.

“I am desperately waiting 
for the Bundesliga to start 
this weekend. I am thirsty 
for live football action in this 
lockdown,” amjad Rehan 
Ibrahim, a student of Delhi 
University, said.

‘A barometer’
Indian international for-

ward Jeje Lalpekhlua said 
he would also be tuning in 

to the coverage on Indian 
broadcasters Star Sports and 
Hotstar: “It’s difficult without 
football for so long. I am sure-
ly going to watch it.”

In Japan, rights holder Sky 
Perfect is going to show two 
Bundesliga matches this 
weekend free of charge.

In Europe too, the matches 
in Germany will provide a 
much-needed fix of live sport.

adolfo Barbero, who com-
mentates on Bundesliga games 
for the Spanish channel mo-
vistar+, said: “I can assure you 
that I haven’t seen this level 
of interest in the Bundesliga 
in 20 years. Normally people 

support Bayern munich, Dort-
mund or even Bayer Leverkus-
en and that’s it. 

“But now they are also look-
ing forward to seeing Fortuna 
Duesseldorf and Paderborn. 
It’s crazy.”

In mexico, football journalists 
are grateful for something to 
cover – and the sorely-missed 
revenue live sport generates.

“For those of us who make 
a living from football the fact 
there hasn’t been any activity 
really affects us. a weekend 
without football is really dif-
ficult,” said Emilio Fernando 
alonso, a mexican reporter 
for ESPN.

In China, where the Super 
League might not begin until 
June, German football’s me-
ticulously planned return is 
being closely watched.

Writing in the Oriental 
Sports Daily, columnist Ji 
yuyang said the biggest chal-
lenge for the Bundesliga was 
not restarting during the 
pandemic, but being able to 
outlast it because of financial 
pressures that clubs were fac-
ing due to the health crisis.

“Half of the teams in the top 
two leagues are in danger of go-
ing bankrupt, according to esti-
mates in Germany,” Ji wrote.

“So for many German clubs, 

whether it was better to wait 
for failure or risk restarting, 
they chose the latter.”

The quarantine and social 
distancing measures that 
Bundesliga clubs have in-
stituted are also being scru-
tinised in Italy and Spain, 
whose leagues are some way 
from being able to consider 
resuming.

“It will be a barometer, the 
reference point for all the oth-
ers . . . if it all goes well it will be 
a great success and if there’s 
a big problem it will have a 
similarly powerful negative 
effect,” movistar+ commen-
tator Barbero said. AFP

Borussia Dortmund’s Norwegian forward Erling Braut Haaland (left photo, left) will square off against Schalke’s French defender Jean-Clair Todibo (right photo, left) on Saturday. AFP

THE mamba Sports academy is 
retiring “mamba” from its name 
out of respect for the late Los an-
geles Lakers star Kobe Bryant.

academy CEO Chad Faulkner 
announced the move on Tues-
day, saying Bryant’s legacy 
should live on “on its own”.

Faulkner and Bryant had 
launched a joint athletic 
training and business venture 
in 2018, and the academy, lo-
cated in Thousand Oaks west 
of Los angeles, was part of it.

Bryant died in a helicopter 
crash on January 26 along 
with his 13-year-old daugh-
ter Gianna and seven other 

people as they were headed 
to the academy, where Bryant 
was going to coach Gianna in 
a youth basketball game.

“Our beliefs and thoughts are 
Kobe is one of one,” Faulkner 
told the ESPN-owned sports 
and pop culture website The 
Undefeated on Tuesday.

“and with that as we carry 
on as the Sports academy, it’s 
more appropriate to put Kobe 
in another Hall of Fame, if 
you will, and to really respect 
a legacy that is really unri-
valled, frankly, and let that 
live on its own.”

Bryant won five NBa titles 

in a 20-year career all spent 
with the Los angeles Lakers. 
The 18-time all-Star, who 
won one season mVP and two 
Finals mVP awards, dubbed 
himself the “Black mamba” 
and spoke of the “mamba 
mentality” in his pursuit of 
excellence.

His daughter Gianna, a bud-
ding basketball star, was af-
fectionately known as “mam-
bacita” and Bryant’s widow, 
Vanessa Bryant, has renamed 
the family’s charitable founda-
tion supporting youth sports 
the mamba & mambacita 
Sports foundation. AFP

‘mamba’ retired by sport academy
A painting of the late basketball icon Kobe Bryant in Hollywood, California. AFP
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