
Voun Dara

M
INISTER of Education 
Hang Chuon Naron 
said schools will reo-
pen only when the 

Kingdom and countries in the 
region have gotten the Covid-19 
pandemic under control.

Speaking in a video interview 
published by the Ministry of Edu-
cation, Youth and Sport (MoEYS) 
on Saturday, Chuon Naron said to 
avoid a second wave of infections, 

it will wait until the government 
declares that the country is 90-95 
per cent safe, if not 100 per cent.

Asked why the ministry delayed 
school reopening when only two 
out of a total of 122 Covid-19 pa-
tients remain hospitalised, he said 
safety is the top priority.

“We cannot reopen schools and risk 
contracting the Covid-19 coronavirus. 
Because our borders are still open, 
and the flow of people continues.

“So if the situation in neighbour-
ing countries is not good, we cannot 

guarantee 100 per cent safety. Sin-
gapore and Malaysia, for instance, 
are still confronting the disease. We 
cannot declare Cambodia safe until 
we can ensure that our neighbours 
and countries in the region can 
control the spread of the disease.

“Before reopening schools, we 
need to ensure that there is no Covid-
19 outbreak in the community and 
that there is no infection imported 
from other countries,” he said.

Chuon Naron said he is also fol-
lowing guidance from the Minis-

try of Health, which has warned of 
a second wave of infections. From 
experience with such a pandemic, 
he said a second wave of infec-
tions can cause more deaths than 
during the first outbreak.

To address challenges facing the 
education sector amid the pan-
demic, he said the ministry has 
introduced Distance Learning and 
E-Learning Programmes through 
various platforms, including social 

Schools to reopen when 
Covid-19 ‘under control’
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Landlords 
urged to  
reduce rent 
for factories
Long Kimmarita

THE Garment Manufacturers Asso-
ciation in Cambodia (GMAC) has 
requested building owners that rent 
to factories for the production of 
clothes, shoes and travel products in 
Cambodia to lower prices by at least 
30 per cent for three or six months to 
ease the financial burden brought on 
by the Covid-19 situation.

More than 180 factories in Cambo-
dia have suspended operations while 
another 60 are at risk of closure. The 
situation impacts 200,000 garment 
workers directly and two million oth-
ers indirectly, said the GMAC. 

“[The] association understands the 
effects of Covid-19. We have called for 
building owners to consider lowering 
rental prices by at least 30 per cent 
for three or six months,” a GMAC let-
ter released on Friday said.

GMAC claimed that dropping rent-
al prices will reduce some of the bur-
dens on factories and can help save 
the country’s economy.

“The expense of renting the buildings 
and property is a great burden while 
members are in danger because orders 
have been cancelled,” the GMAC said.

GMAC secretary-general Ken Loo 
told The Post on Sunday that he does 
not know how many owners will 
agree to lower prices.

“The letter was released eight days 
ago and I cannot tell whether facto-
ries will agree. I can’t predict . . . but 
there must be a negotiation on lower 
prices. 

Ministry of Labour and Vocational 
Training spokesman Heng Sour 
declined to comment on Sunday, 
referring questions to landlords.

He said the ministry has no author-
ity over the matter because the deci-
sion on the price depends on nego-
tiations between the landlords and 
factory owners.

Cambodian Alliance of Trade 
Unions president Yang Sophorn said 
the request is the right thing to do for 
GMAC, but the decision depends 
upon the landowners because every-
one is affected by Covid-19. 

“The landowners are the ones who 
will decide, because each has a con-
tract. The site owners are also facing 
the same issue because sometimes 
they rent the place and use the mon-
ey for other businesses,” she said.

Mine search 
a Cambodia Mine action Centre (CMaC) team on sunday searched for and inspected 32 unexploded ordnances (uXo) of 60mm and 105mm shells near a  
commune petrol station in sihanoukville after local authorities discovered them on saturday. SUPPLIED sTORY > 4
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Ry Sochan

T
HE population of 
the masked finfoot, 
a water bird found in 
Southeast asia and 

Bangladesh, is declining, rais-
ing concerns about the health 
of ecological systems in 
coastal and inland wetlands, 
said the East asian-australian 
Flyway Partnership (EaaFP), 
the aSEaN Centre for Biodi-
versity (aCB) said in a press 
statement.

“Populations of water birds 
across the world are decreas-
ing at an alarming rate, with 
asia as the most affected re-
gion,” aCB executive director 
Theresa mundita Lim said in 
the may 9 press statement.

On may 9, aCB joined the 
international community in 
observing World migratory 
Bird Day. 

mundita Lim said Birdlife 
International’s 2017 data 
showed that 61 per cent of 
water bird species in asia 
were decreasing.  

according to data, 1,469 
bird species (13 per cent of 
the total, or one in eight) are 
threatened worldwide.

more than 1,017 species are 
considered close to threat-
ened, bringing the total to 
2,486 species, or one-fifth of 
the world’s birds. 

“In Cambodia, initial sur-
veys were conducted in two 
potential flyway sites, ang 
Trepeang Thmor [Banteay 
meanchey] and Boeung Prek 
Lapouv [Takeo]. a total of 
129,464 water birds from 52 
different species were record-
ed at ang Trapeang Thmor,” 
mundita Lim said.

“Boeung Prek Lapouv record-
ed 4,245 water birds from 40 dif-
ferent species. a high number of 
sarus cranes were observed in 
both the sites, along with other 
vulnerable and endangered 
species, including the greater 
adjutant, lesser adjutant, and 

milky stork,” she said. 
ministry of Environment 

secretary of state and spokes-
man Neth Pheaktra told The 
Post on Sunday that a masked 
finfoot breeding nest was 
discovered by the ministry’s 
conservationists, the Wildlife 
Conservation Society (WCS) 
and community members for 
the first time in the last four 
years at the memay River in 
the Kulen Prumtep Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Preah Vihear 
province. 

It is the only known masked 
finfoot breeding site in Cam-
bodia.

“The masked finfoot is on the 
International Union for Con-
servation of Nature (IUCN) 
Red List and is the most en-
dangered species in the world, 
while their numbers continue 
to decline dramatically. 

“They are only known to live 
in Cambodia, Bangladesh, 
India, Indonesia, Laos, ma-
laysia, myanmar, Singapore, 
Thailand and Vietnam. Their 
global population is less than 
1,000,” Pheaktra said. 

The ministry has taken ac-
tion to protect them and 
preserve their breeding sites 
as well as raise awareness of 
them, Pheaktra said. 

In Preah Vihear, WCS’ proj-
ect educated people about 
the Giant Ibis and different 
methods of protecting them, 
he said 

There are nine bird flyways 
in the world, and Cambodia 
is located in the East asia-
australia bird flyway. 

anlung Pring Protected 
area located in Kampong 
Trach district, Kampot prov-
ince covers a total area of 

217ha and was recognised as 
a part of the East asia - aus-
tralia bird flyway network in 
2019, he said. 

On april 9, three critically 
endangered giant ibises, Cam-
bodia’s national bird, were 
killed in a protected area.

Less than 300 ibises now re-
main in the wild. Covid-19 is 
giving free reign to poachers 
to hurt bird species and local 
economies, a WCS website 
post said on april 16. 

“In a single deliberate poi-
soning event, three giant Ibis-
es, equivalent to one to two 
per cent of the global popula-
tion, have been killed.

“Part of a disturbing global 
trend that conservationists 
are noticing is an increase in 
the hunting of protected spe-
cies since the spread of coro-
navirus began,” WCS said.

as endangered birds suffer 
losses, habitat concerns grow

FCC official charged 
with corruption
Kim Sarom

THE Phnom Penh municipal 
Court on Saturday charged 
the deputy secretary-general 
of the Football Federation of 
Cambodia (FFC) may Tola 
with corruption after he was 
questioned by the anti-Cor-
ruption Unit (aCU) on Friday.

Court spokesperson Kuch 
Kimlong told The Post on 
Sunday that Tola was charged 
by investigating Judge Ros 
Piseth with breach of trust 
under article 393 of the Crim-
inal Code.

Tola will be held in pre-trial 
detention at Prey Sar prison.

article 393 of the Criminal 
Code says that if the court 

finds Tola guilty as charged, he 
would be sentenced from two 
to five years in prison and fined 
from between four and 10 mil-
lion riel ($975 to $2,438). 

at a may 5 press conference, 
the FFC said it decided to sus-
pend four officers including 
Tola, Chhang Piseth, Tuy Vi-
cheika, and Koul Sophearum 
from any sporting activities 
indefinitely. 

These four officers commit-
ted a serious mistake which 
contradicts the ethical values 
and principles of the FFC, it 
said.

The FFC found $59,326 in 
funds mismanaged and taint-
ed with alleged corruption 
dating from 2013 to 2019.

The masked finfooot is one of the many species of endangered birds facing a population decline. A breeding 
nest for masked finfoots was recently found in Preah Vihear province.  ASEAN CENtrE for biodivErSity
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media and television.
“We think about students’ 

education and have provided 
them with Distance learning 
and E-learning. We have turned 
this crisis into an opportunity to 
strengthen education through 
the use of digital technology.

“Such an education in nor-
mal situations would be dif-
ficult. But under the current 
circumstances, we are doing 
well. That is a kind of educa-
tion that requires all students 
to work hard,” he said.

This, despite the fact that 
some two million rural stu-
dents are unable to access 
its E-Learning and Distance 
Learning programmes as they 
either do not have smart-
phones or televisions.

Education ministry spokes-
person Ros Soveacha on 
Sunday did not disclose the 
number of rural students 
who might be able to access 
the Distance and E-learning 
programmes, saying only 
that parents and guardians 
supported them, especially 
distant learning on national 
television TVK2.

“The TVK2 can reach ur-
ban and rural areas across 
the country. Families who do 
not have a TV can learn at 
their neighbours’ homes with 
no more than 10 people, by 
maintaining a safe gap and 
following medical guidelines 
as directed by the ministry of 
Health,” he had said.

Telecommunication Regu-
lator of Cambodia spokesman 
Im Vutha told The Post late 
last month that only about 53 
per cent of the country’s geo-
graphical area is covered by 
high-speed internet, which 
clearly affects a large chunk 
of E-Learning students from 
rural areas.

To many in rural areas, tele-
vision access is still consid-
ered a luxury.

On april 19, the ministry 
signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding with the ministry 
of Information to make class-
es available to students who 
do not have smartphones 

to access Distance Learning 
programmes via television, 
which it launched with newly 
established channel TVK2.

Students living in rural ar-
eas were told to access the 
channel via Decho TV (DTV) 
which is owned by Cambo-
dian DTV Network Ltd, a sub-
sidiary of the Thai Shin satel-
lite company.

Citing a 2008 census, Infor-
mation and broadcasting direc-
tor-general Phos Sovann said 
2.4 million households have 
televisions in the Kingdom.

He said television chan-
nels are accessible via free to 
air, cable, or satellite dishes. 
However, the first two options 
are not available to rural areas 
and only satellite television is 
widely subscribed there.

But Sovann said televisions 
in rural areas “will not receive 
the educational programmes 
if the households have not in-
stalled the satellite dishes”.

He said there are seven li-
censed satellite television 
providers in Cambodia but 
only three are fully operation-
al – DTV, Skyone, and OneTV.

Even though satellite televi-
sion services are widely avail-
able in rural areas, each dish 
costs $85, plus an additional 
instalment fee. But unlike ca-
ble television services, users 
of satellite television do not 
have to pay any monthly fee.

Still, many cannot afford to 
subscribe to such services or 
even purchase a television.

Child Rights Coalition Cam-
bodia (CRC - Cambodia) – an 
international and national 
coalition made up of 58 mem-
bers –  issued a joint statement 
on Friday, commending the 
government for keeping infec-
tion cases to a minimum and 
expressing full support for the 
education ministry’s measures 
amid the pandemic.

“We express our full sup-
port for these measures. at 
the same time, we have con-
sulted with 539 children and 
372 parents and guardians, 
expressing concerns over 
the vulnerable children at 
this stage of the epidemic,” 
it said.

Schools stay closed  
as rural students try 
to access E-learning 
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Soth Koemsoeun

THE ministry of Environment 
will set up a joint headquar-
ters in the Prey Lang Wildlife 
Sanctuary for rangers to mon-
itor and prevent natural re-
source crimes and encroach-
ment. It will encompass areas 
in Kampong Thom, Kratie, 
and Stung Treng provinces.

ministry secretary of state 
and spokesman Neth Pheaktra 
said on Sunday that the head-
quarters would also oversee 
the transportation of forest 
products within Prey Lang. 

In addition, it will prevent 
people from harming Prey 
Lang wildlife habitats and 
prevent any forest harvesting 
in the sanctuary.

Pheaktra said the establish-
ment of the headquarters was 

a natural resource mecha-
nism that could accommo-
date almost 100 rangers. 

The ministry also discussed 
building a ranger office with 
The USaID Greening Prey 
Lang Project.

The project is a collaborative 
effort between the ministry 
and the US agency for Interna-
tional Development to protect 
and promote sustainable live-
lihoods of communities living 
in the four provinces contain-
ing the Prey Lang area.

“These offices will serve as 
residences for rangers and 
help them crack down on nat-
ural crime,” Pheaktra said.

another ministry secretary 
of state Sao Sopheap, led a 
ministerial working group to 
inspect the Prey Lang area in 
Kampong Thom and Preah 
Vihear provinces to find a 
suitable location for building 

the joint office on may 7.
The ministry of Information 

quoted Sopheap as saying 
that the office would be used 
as a place to gather technical 
resources, law enforcement, 
and prevention forces.

Preah Vihear provincial 
environment department 
director Song Chansocheat, 
said on Sunday that he had 
not heard of any plans to set 
up an office in the Prey Lang 
Wildlife Sanctuary because 
the top management had not 
yet informed the province.

But Pheaktra said it was the 
goal of the environment min-
istry, rangers and communities 
of the protected areas to pre-
serve and conserve the natural 
resources of the Prey Lang area 
for generations to come.

He said despite all-day 

blockades and efforts by 
rangers and members of the 
protected area communities, 
small-scale natural resource 
offences such as logging, 
encroachment and hunting 
continue to exist.

“There are various factors 
contributing to these offenc-
es, including locals who have 
typically made a living on for-
est products and illegal trad-
ers. The number of rangers 
we have is also limited.

“But we remain highly com-
mitted to aggressively pre-
venting and cracking down on 
crimes that have occurred,” 
Pheaktra said.

an environment ministry 
report said the Prey Lang 
Wildlife Sanctuary cov-
ers more than 431,683ha in 
Kampong Thom, Preah Vi-
hear, Kratie and Stung Treng 
provinces.

New joint ranger 
headquarters set up 
to protect Prey Lang

Prison overcrowding on table
 Voun Dara

m
INISTER of Interior Sar Kheng 
led a meeting with other min-
istries on Friday to tackle the 
issue of overcrowded prisons.

The meeting was requested by minis-
ter of Justice Koeut Rith to seek support 
and collaboration with the ministry of 
the Interior to implement measures by 
the end of this week.

It was attended by the ministry of Inte-
rior’s director-general of the General De-
partment of Prisons Chan Kimseng, Rith 
and other secretaries of state, deputy 
secretaries of state and director-generals 
from the two ministries.

“The meeting today was held at the 
request of the ministry of Justice and re-
lates to the sizes of prisons and the ex-
cessive number of cases.

“During the Covid-19 crisis, some 
countries have released prisoners but 
Cambodia has not reached that situa-
tion yet,” Sar Kheng said.

He said the issue is closely tied to the 
government’s fight against drugs. Drug 
offences far outweigh others and it’s not 
allowed to give clemency or lower pun-
ishments for such offences, he said.

ministry of Justice spokesman Chin 
malin confirmed on Sunday that mea-
sures should be in place by the end of 
the week.

“The ministry of Justice has met with 
lawyers, Prime minister Hun Sen’s law-
yer, municipal and Provincial Courts 

and the Supreme Court to cooperate 
with them,” he said. 

malin said a future announcement will 
show the scope of the measures, who will 
practice them and their expected results.

Kimseng referred The Post to ministry 
of Interior spokesman Khieu Sopheak, 
but he could not be reached for com-
ment on Sunday. 

General Department of Prisons spokes-
man Nuth Savna told The Post last week 
that there are 40,000 prisoners in deten-
tion in the country and most of them 
were convicted of drug offences.

The issue of overcrowded prisons could 
be solved by accelerating the sentencing 
process of those in detention, Savna said.

NGO adhoc spokesman Soeng Sen 
Karuna said after he reviewed the legal 
procedures of justice officers, he con-
cluded that suspects should not be de-
tained for minor offences.

“There should be inspections in pris-
ons to see if the manners and attitudes 
of prisoners have changed. If they ac-
knowledge their mistakes, forgiving 
them and lowering their punishment 
should be considered,” he said.

Minister of Interior Sar Kheng wants to fix the issue of over-crowded prisons. ministry of interior 

Loss of lakes creates flood concerns
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

mINISTER of Water Resources 
and meteorology Lim Kean Hor 
has expressed worry about the 
ability to overcome floods caused 
by opportunists who fill-in lakes, 
rivers, canals and ponds.

He requested municipal and 
provincial governors to create 
measures to properly prevent 
these acts.

The ministry discovered neg-
ative actions like destroying 
public lakes, rivers, canals and 
ponds and filling them with 
soil. It also found people block-
ing waterways without legal 

documents, according to a Fri-
day announcement for munic-
ipal and provincial governors.

Hor requested municipal 
and provincial governors to 
implement measures to pre-
vent these actions.

The ministry request paral-
leled a report by NGO Sahma-
kum Teang Tnaut (STT) which 
requested the authorities to 
prevent the destruction of 
lakes and other wetlands in 
Cambodia. 

“Lakes and wetlands in 
Phnom Penh have been 
removed almost entirely. If 
these acts continue as expect-

ed, the city and its surround-
ings will face serious flooding, 
causing the loss of fish, natural 
lakes, and the livelihood of 
local citizens,” the STT report 
entitled The Last Lake in 
Phnom Penh said.

Since 1990, 16 of Phnom 
Penh’s 26 lakes have been filled 
with soil while the other 10 have 
been partially filled. 

The main reason lakes have 
been destroyed is to build 
gated communities, houses 
and satellite cities. 

STT executive director Soe-
ung Saran urged the ministry 
to further observe measures 

implemented by expert 
authorities and local authori-
ties. He claimed the removals 
are related to the benefits of 
rich and powerful people.

“The ministry should show 
publicly the list of state prop-
erties on ministry websites, 
which would enable the public 
to know about the data of lakes 
and canals. It should encour-
age the public to report lake 
removals and give rewards to 
those who report them. 

“There must be serious 
measures for the rich and 
powerful people destroying 
the lakes,” Saran said.

we remain highly committed 
to aggressively preventing and 
cracking down on crimes that 

have occurred.



Soth Koemsoeun

THE Ministry of Culture and 
Fine Arts has warned that 
social media users who broad-
cast images, audio and video 
of content of a sexual nature, 
that is inflammatory or racist 
and harms culture and nation-
al traditions are forbidden and 
will be punished.

According to a ministry 
directive obtained by The Post 
on Sunday – the ministry 
claims it has observed users of 
certain websites and social 
network sites, especially online 
businesses, musicians, writers 
and so-called outside actors of 
broadcasting images, text 
messages, audio clips and vid-
eos that are immoral and 
unethical and having a serious 
impact on culture, tradition, 
identity and prestige.

To minimise the impact and 
maintain the dignity and value 
of being a Cambodian citizen, 
the ministry said if any indi-
vidual or group continues to 
engage in any of the above 
activities, the ministry will 
cooperate with the ministries 
of Interior; Information; Posts 
and Telecommunications and 
other relevant institutions to 
take action.

Besides, complaints will be 
filed to court under the Crimi-

nal Code and the Law on the 
Suppression of Human Traf-
ficking and Sexual Exploitation 
in accordance with the offenc-
es committed by users of the 
websites and social networks.

Ministry spokesman Long 
Ponnasirivath said on Sunday 
that officials at the ministry are 
working on the procedure.

He said the first step is to 
educate those who have 
wronged or harmed culture 
and tradition. The next step 
will be to call in the individuals 
for questioning and to sign an 
agreement to stop all activities 
that the ministry deems inap-
propriate.

For the last step, he said, the 
ministry will work with the 
ministries of Information, and 
Posts and Telecommunica-
tions to demand that all imag-
es or videos be removed.

“Until now, we used to take 
administrative action. We 
invited people to the ministry 
for further education for their 
unusual behaviour on social 
media, but I don’t remember 
how many persons,” Ponna-
sirivath said.

Lek Chumnor, the vice-pres-
ident of the Khmer Writers 
Association declined to com-
ment on the matter on Sunday 
saying he had received no spe-
cifics on the instructions.

Ministry plans to 
clamp down on 
online behaviour
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Culture ministry spokesman Long Ponnasirivath says consequences 
await those who post unsuitable content on social media. heng chivoan

Khouth Sophak Chakrya 

A CAMBODIA Mine Action 
Centre (CMAC) team on Sun-
day searched for and inspect-
ed 32 unexploded ordinances 
(UXO) of 60mm and 105mm 
shells near a commune gas sta-
tion in Sihanoukville after lo-
cal authorities discovered the 
find on Saturday. They suspect 
more UXO are buried there. 

Provincial police deputy 
chief Sang Hort said on Sun-
day that engineers were bull-
dozing the land to build a 
road and sewage system in 
the commune and found the 
UXO, but none of it exploded.

Local authorities and resi-
dents said the site was a for-

mer recycling warehouse. 
Other buried explosive devic-
es, such as artillery has been 
found nearby. 

“After getting the informa-
tion, police went there and 
temporarily cordoned off the 
area before requesting experts 
from CMAC to inspect the site. 
We suspect that other UXO 
must be buried there,” he said.  

Last year, he said, CMAC’s 
experts searched and found 
over 50 60mm and 105mm 
shells about 100 metres from 
the gas station.

CMAC deputy director-gen-
eral Oum Phomro said a group 
of experts from the organisation 
had travelled to the location and 
are examining the find.

CMAC removes UXO 
shells in Sihanoukville

Traffic accidents on decline
Khorn Savi

T
HE number of traf-
fic accidents has de-
creased compared 
to last year, since the 

new traffic law sub-decree 
was implemented on May 1.

In the first week of May, there 
were 43 traffic accidents, a 54 
per cent decrease from the 95 
accidents reported last year.

There were 24 deaths re-
ported as a result of the acci-
dents this year, a 40 per cent 
decrease from the 16 deaths 
reported during the first week 
of May last year.

A press release by the Na-
tional Road Safety Commit-
tee (NRSC) issued on Satur-
day stated that the number 
of road traffic accidents in 
the fourth week of April de-
creased by 22 per cent this 
year, and the number of traf-
fic fatalities decreased by 31 
per cent compared to the 
same time last year.

During the fourth week of 

April this year, there were 
13,968 illegal vehicles discov-
ered and their owners fined.

Motorcycles and rickshaws 
made up 10,815 of the cases 
while all other types of cars 
accounted for the remaining 
3,153 cases.

According to the press re-
lease, the decrease was due to 
the new traffic law sub-decree.

The NRSC said some traf-
fic police officials had been 
reprimanded for their rude 
behaviour while issuing mo-
torists with fines. 

There have also been nega-
tive and unprofessional inter-
pretations of the sub-decree 
posted on social media, ac-
cording to the NRSC.

The posts contained exag-
gerated content meant to 
confuse the people, it said.

The NRSC said the new 
measures offer the best 
chance to minimise accidents 
on the road.

In a Saturday Facebook post 
by Minister of Interior Sar 

Kheng, he urged citizens to 
provide constructive feedback 
concerning the sub-decree.

The government expects the 
sub-decree, which increased 
traffic fines three to five-fold, 
to decrease the number of ac-
cidents in 2020.

The government felt com-
pelled to enact the measure 
after the number of injuries 
and deaths jumped dramati-
cally from 2018 to 2019.

Deputy National Police 
Commissioner and NRSC 
secretary-general Him yan 
mentioned at a conference 
that road traffic offences in-
clude driving without a hel-
met, driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol and failing to 
obey traffic lights and signs.

They also included turning of-
fences, driving overweight vehi-
cles, driving without registration 
plates, using a phone while driv-
ing,  driving without a  licence 
and not wearing safety belts.

Institute for Road Safety di-
rector Kong Ratanak said he 

appreciated the decline in ac-
cidents.

However, he mentioned that 
it’s hard to determine if driver 
behaviour has actually changed 
or if drivers only obeyed the 
laws when police were de-
ployed along the roads. 

“We cannot say if behav-
iours have changed or not. My 
opinion is that we need to wait 
and see. However, we are hap-
py at the possibility of chang-
ing driver behaviour. We wish 
to create a long-term change 
in road safety,” Ratanak said. 

Ministry of Public Works 
and Transportation spokes-
man Heang Sotheayuth told 
The Post that from April 7 to 
May 6, 17,741 driver’s licenc-
es had been applied for and 
13,365 motorists have applied 
for driving examinations.

He said: “The number of 
motorists changing their 
driving licences and applying 
for driving examinations in-
creased by two to three-fold 
going by our statistics.”

Police say a new traffic law is dramatically curtailing the number of accidents on Cambodia’s roads. hong menea



K Chhnang 
court to query 
commune 
chief on 
land matter

THE Kampong Chhnang 
Provincial Court has sum-
moned Kampong Tralach 

commune chief Yoeun Sophal 
to appear in court on May 20 as 
he has been accused of stealing 
property. 

But Sophal claimed that the 
dilemma concerned two families 
who disagreed over the pur-
chase of a plot of land.

Court prosecutor Ith Sothea 
confirmed that Sophal had to at-
tend court for allegedly forging 
land documents, and stealing 
land to sell it. The offence is 
said to have been committed on 
October 5, 2015.

“When people complain, we 
have to call the parties in for 
questioning, but we were not sure 
about the story, so we needed to 
ask Sophal,” Sothea said.

Sophal said the initial deal was 
between two groups of in-laws. 
One side agreed to sell a plot of 
land 15m by 20m for $10,000. 

Disagreement over the sale 
ensued, and the money ended 
up being returned to the buyer.

In 2016, the two sides went to 
court and tried to split the land 
and demolish a house that was 
built on it.

The two sides could not agree 
and Sophal was eventually sum-
moned to court because of a com-
plaint made by one of the parties 
involved in the dispute. Khorn Savi

National
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King, Chinese minister 
talk bilateral friendship
Niem Chheng

KING Norodom Sihamoni 
received a visit from China’s 
minister of Foreign affairs 
Wang yi on Friday at his royal 
residence in Beijing. The two 
discussed bilateral friendships 
and the fight against Covid-19, 
the Chinese embassy in 
Phnom Penh said.

The King is currently in Bei-
jing for his health check.

Wang said the King has pre-
served good traditional rela-
tions like his father, King Noro-
dom Sihanouk, and has 
significantly contributed to 
the development of China-
Cambodia relations.

He also expressed apprecia-
tion for Cambodia in its remark-
ably successful efforts in pre-
venting the spread of Covid-19.

The Chinese embassy said: 
“Wang believes Cambodia will 
achieve victory over the virus. 
Currently, China and Cambo-
dia are facing some risks and 
challenges in efforts to stop 
the re-emergence of the dis-
ease and prevent it from being 
imported from abroad. 

“Both sides should strengthen 
unity and discuss experiences 
in preventing the virus to imple-
ment new socio-economic 
policies,” the embassy said.

Wang said Cambodia had 
supported China while it was 
busy fighting the virus. and 
when Cambodia reported 
Covid-19 cases, China sent 
medical experts, the first team 

of its kind, to Cambodia to 
help stop the virus.

a Chinese military expert team 
also donated some preventive 
materials to Cambodia.

The embassy said the King 
sent his good wishes to Presi-
dent Xi Jinping and his wife 
and committed to maintain-
ing and developing the two 
countries’ relationship to help 
bring benefits to both.

The King also thanked China 
for providing aid to Cambodia 
in the fight against Covid-19.

a Facebook page titled “Roy-
al du Cambodge,” which is 
believed to be managed by 
someone close to the King 
quotes Wang as saying that the 
Sino-Cambodian friendship 
was unbreakable.

“Both sides should strength-
en their unity and coopera-
tion. They should exchange 
experiences in the prevention 
and control of the virus and 
they should work together to 
restore their societies and 
economies with firm preven-
tive measures and virus vigi-
lance” Wang is quoted as say-
ing by the Facebook page.

The King also expressed his 
condolences to patients who 
died from the virus by flying 
the royal flag at half-mast.

Queen mother Norodom 
monineath Sihanouk also prayed 
for Chinese people in Cambodia, 
Royal du Cambodge said.

“I strongly believe that Sino-
Cambodian relations will be 
further strengthened, and the 

friendships between people will 
be deeper,” the King said as 
quoted in Royal du Cambodge.

In a separate matter, minister 
of National Defence Tea Banh on 
Friday held a phone conversa-
tion with Chinese minister of 
Defence Wei Fenghe to talk about 
cooperation between the two 
countries in the Covid-19 fight, 
said the Chinese embassy. 

“China placed a high value 
on the achievement of Cambo-
dia in preventing the virus, and 
China will continue to push for 
higher relationships and coop-
eration, in particular between 
the military of the two nations,” 
the embassy said.

Tea Banh also placed a high 
value on China in its battle against 
the virus and its contributions to 
fighting the virus in other coun-
tries, including Cambodia.

The director of the Interna-
tional Relations Institute at the 
Royal academy of Cambodia 
Kin Phea said the two nations 
have close relations in the 
fields of politics, economy, 
society and culture. 

Cambodia also showed close 
relations with China during 
the Golden Dragon 2020 mili-
tary exercises which were con-
ducted in march amid Covid-
19 concerns, he said.

“The relationship between 
the two countries reached a 
peak, which led to suspicion 
that Cambodia had a secret 
agreement with China to allow 
its military to use a  naval 
base,”Phea said. 

Kantha Bopha’s Studer dies at 73
Niem Chheng

K
aNTHa Bopha Chil-
dren’s Hospitals in 
Phnom Penh and 
Siem Reap organised 

a two-day mourning ceremo-
ny for Dr Peter Studer, the CEO 
and vice-president of the hos-
pitals, who passed away of ill-
ness last Wednesday aged 73.

The mourning ceremony 
was held on Friday and Sat-
urday and was attended by 
doctors, staff and govern-
ment officials, according to 
the foundation’s website.

Studer has been involved 
with Kantha Bopha hospi-
tals in Cambodia since their 
inception in 1992 when he 
partnered with the hospitals’ 
founder Dr Beat Richner, who 
passed away in 2018.

For the past three years, he 
assumed the director’s role at 
the hospitals.

His services and achieve-
ments for the Foundation and 
the Kantha Bopha hospitals 
are immense, the website said.

“The foundation board owes 
him an enormous debt of grati-
tude and expresses its deepest 
sympathy to his wife Geneviève 
F Cattin-Studer and the bereaved 
family,” the foundation said.

King Norodom Sihamoni 
sent a condolence letter in 
French to the hospital.

minister of Health mam Bun 
Heng also wrote a letter to Cat-
tin-Studer to share his sorrow.

“We lost an excellent hus-
band and a brilliant doctor 

in Cambodia’s health sector,” 
Bun Heng said in the letter 
dated Friday.

Dr michael Grotzer will over-
see the foundation with the 
support of two other doctors 
who are also board members.

They will ensure the con-
tinuity of the hospitals as a 
model of high-quality, free 
child and maternal health 

care and help educate and 
train the Cambodian staff, 
the foundation said.

The chief operating officer of 
the hospitals Denis Laurent told 
The Post on Sunday that in the 
aftermath of Studer’s death, the 
foundation will elect two more 
vice-president on Tuesday.

He said the foundation has 
continued to receive a lot of 

support and donations from 
the public. 

Prime minister Hun Sen es-
tablished another foundation 
– the Cambodia Kantha Bopha 
Foundation – to help support 
the running of the hospitals.

“This Cambodia foundation 
is helping a lot for the hospi-
tals. In Switzerland, in the last 
three years, we’ve received a 

lot of donations, so we can go 
on normally,” Laurent said.

Five Kantha Bopha Chil-
dren’s Hospitals, which have 
2,500 Cambodian staff mem-
bers, need $42 million a year 
as running costs. 

Last year the hospitals treated 
more than 200,000 inpatients 
and more than one million out-
patients, said Laurent.

Dr Studer (left), an influential doctor in the country since the Kantha Bopha hospitals were founded in 1992, passed away last Wednesday . Supplied



Thou Vireak 

THE state-owned Agricultural 
and Rural Development Bank 
(ARDB) is considering reducing 
the interest rate from six per 
cent to five per cent to encour-
age more small entrepreneurs 
to join in the implementation 
of the government’s $50 million 
special credit programme.

At a seminar on credit, ARDB 
CEO Kao Thach told about 250 
poultry and vegetable farmers 
in Kandal province on Thurs-
day that ARDB is considering 
lowering the interest rate to 
support farmers.

ARDB officially released a $50 
million fund in March for lend-
ing to industrial enterprises at 
low interest rates. Currently, 
ARDB offers loans ranging from 
$10,000 to $300,000 with a six 
per cent interest rate for work-
ing capital and 6.5 per cent for 
capital investment per annum.

For collateral loans under 
this special financing pro-
gramme, ARDB can provide up 
to 80 per cent of the value of 
collateral, he said.

“There will be more flexibil-
ity in obtaining collateralised 
loans as we will accept various 
types of collateral, including 
equipment and machinery, 
inventory, a letter of guarantee 
from the buyer’s side or other 
letter of guarantees, and non-
real estate certificates of depos-
it,” said Thach.

Kandal provincial governor 
Kong Sophorn, who was also at 
the seminar, asked the ARDB 
to ease some credit conditions 
for farmers to allow them to 
expand their businesses.

“I would like to propose a 
reduction in the interest rate 
for farmers who have access to 
credit for doing business and 
ask for payment leniency given 
the situation fuelled by the 
Covid-19 outbreak. This, in 
accordance with the principles 
of the government and the 
National Bank of Cambodia,” 
he said.

Thach said the bank is cur-
rently reviewing loan applica-
tions for seven small- and 
medium-size enterprises 
(SMEs) in the agro-industrial 
sector. All of them applied for 
a $200,000 loan – the maximum 
working capital loan amount.

A survey by the Ministry of 
Industry, Science, Technology 
and Innovation of 71 enter-
prises in the Kingdom found 
that they needed assistance in 
market research, service devel-
opment, packaging, technol-
ogy adoption, human resourc-
es, access to labour, access to 
finance, business registration, 
taxation and improving hygiene 
standards.
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Post Media, securities regulator ink 
exclusive deal to educate investors
May Kunmakara

P
OST Media Co Ltd, the 
owner of one of the 
Kingdom’s oldest me-
dia outlets, The Phnom 

Penh Post, on Friday inked a 
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) with the Securities 
and Exchange Commission of 
Cambodia (SECC).

The MoU grants The Post 
exclusive rights to publish a 
series of educational articles 
written with input from the 
securities regulator. The ar-
ticles will focus on fostering a 
better understanding of how 
the securities market works 
in Cambodia.

It was signed by The Post 
publisher and CEO Ly Tay-
seng and SECC director-
general Sou Socheat at the 
SECC office. Also present at 
the signing were The Post ex-
ecutive editor-in-chief Joshua 
Purushotman and colleagues, 
as well as SECC officials.

Tayseng said the MoU will 
give the SECC a platform to 
share educational material, 
information and other news in 
the new ‘Post Securities’ sec-
tion of The Post and Khmer 
language edition Post Khmer.

This will serve as a key tool 
for the development of the 
Kingdom’s capital markets, 
which have only now begun to 
pick up momentum, he said.

“We commit to providing 
you [the SECC] a platform to 
educate the people about the 
securities market, how the 
market operates, as well as the 
development, laws and regu-
lations of the industry.

“The SECC has done a very 
wonderful job – putting a lot 
of laws and regulations on the 
books, especially prakas. It is 

probably the most regulated 
industry in the Kingdom.

“On our part, we will do ev-
erything possible to support 
the SECC in developing the 
market especially in terms 
of investment, stock trading 
and so on. We are very happy 
to be part of this MoU which 
formalises our relationship,” 
said Tayseng.

Purushotman said while the 
Covid-19 pandemic grips re-
gional and global stock markets, 
the partnership will inject new 
momentum in the promotion 
of the market and bring new op-
portunities for its development.

“We see that there are plenty 
of opportunities to develop 

the industry, though introduc-
ing investors to the process 
can be quite complicated for 
the uninitiated.

“Through this cooperation 
and collaboration, I believe 
that we can help the SECC ed-
ucate more people about the 
industry. And, I believe that we 
will have a fantastic platform to 
educate and share information 
with investors and the public.

“This is a great opportunity 
– especially now as global mar-
kets are in a slump – we can take 
the reins on the market. We look 
forward to cooperating with the 
SECC,” said Purushotman.

Socheat said the partner-
ship will not only provide a 

news outlet but an education-
al tool to the public. He said 
he hopes that the partnership 
will also help build a sound, 
safe market for investors.

“Through the partnership, I 
also would like to suggest The 
Post – a strong media outlet in 
Cambodia – support the SECC 
with another goal – we want to 
protect investors, not only edu-
cate them.

“I want to work together 
to build a strong market and 
protect investors. But, that 
doesn’t mean that we want 
The Post to merely say good 
things about the SECC. This is 
not my intention.

“I want The Post to talk about 

the facts that benefit inves-
tors. With support from The 
Post, we want to build inves-
tor confidence by educating 
them, informing them of the 
regulations and laws, as well as 
finding the best way to protect 
them,” he said.

Tayseng said The Post plays 
a critical role in providing the 
truth and accurate informa-
tion to serve the public, inves-
tors and civil society.

“We do agree with you 
[Socheat], and we will play a 
crucial role in protecting the 
investor. We will adhere to our 
professional ethics. We are not 
here to antagonise the country 
or anybody – we do not have 
enemies and are merely here 
to provide truthful informa-
tion and fight fake news.

“Of course, we cannot pro-
tect any wrongdoing as we 
have our journalistic ethics to 
protect as well. That said, we 
want to see the capital market 
and national economy grow, 
which means that the liveli-
hoods of the people will im-
prove as well,” Tayseng said.

The Cambodia Securities 
Exchange officially opened in 
April 2012. As of May 5, there 
are 11 listed firms in the King-
dom – six bond-listed and five 
stock-listed.

The listed firms have raised 
$223 million in trading. Market 
capitalisation increased 58 per 
cent from $442 million in 2018 
to around $701 million last year. 
Trading volume increased near-
ly six-fold from $26,000 in 2018 
to around $150,000 last year.

As of last year, there were 
five central counterparties 
in the derivatives market, 27 
derivatives brokers, five fund 
management companies and 
five trustees.

US firms may get nod to work with Huawei
A DRAFT rule from the US Department 
of Commerce that would allow US com-
panies to work with Huawei Technolo-
gies Co on 5G standards will help accel-
erate the global rollout of 5G and 
promote transparency in international 
telecom cooperation if it is approved, 
experts have said.

The comments came after Reuters 
reported that the US Department of Com-
merce is close to signing off on the rule, 
which will essentially allow US companies 
to participate in standards-setting meet-
ings where Huawei is also a member.

Xiang Ligang, director-general of the 
Information Consumption Alliance, a 
telecom industry association, said: “The 
new rule, if adopted, will boost the effi-
ciency in setting remaining 5G technical 
and security standards, and help speed 
up global 5G network construction.

“It is in line with the interests of tele-
com-related companies worldwide, 

including US tech players that want to 
be more active in international stand-
ard bodies,” Xiang said.

The draft is still under final review by 
the department and, if cleared, will go 
to other agencies for approval, report-
ed Reuters.

Huawei declined to comment. However, 
Huawei USA chief security officer Andy 
Purdy tweeted that the rule “may reopen 
possibilities for collaboration in standards 
efforts that are important for setting 
requirements and enabling independent 
certification and testing. This in turn pro-
motes assurance and transparency”.

Reuters said the rule is designed to 
allow US firms to participate in inter-
national standards-setting meetings 
when Huawei is present.

The US Commerce Department 
placed Huawei on its “entity list” in May 
last year, citing national security con-
cerns. The listing restricted sales of US 

goods and technology to the company 
and raised questions about how US 
firms could participate in organisations 
that establish industry standards.

Fu Liang, an independent analyst who 
has been following the telecom industry 
for more than a decade, said: “Industry 
standards are crucial for telecom com-
panies. Having their technologies con-
sidered as essential to global 5G stand-
ards will not only boost their industrial 
sway but also their revenues.”

Huawei has declared 3,147 5G stand-
ard-essential patent families – collections 
of patent applications covering the same 
or similar technical content – as of Janu-
ary 1, the world’s most, said Berlin-based 
patent analytics firm IPlytics GmbH.

That is the result of Huawei’s consist-
ent heavy input into research and devel-
opment (R&D), said Fu.

Last year, the world’s largest telecom 
equipment maker spent 131.7 billion 

yuan ($18.6 billion) – 15.3 per cent of its 
annual revenue – on R&D.

The reported new US rule also comes 
as Washington faces obstacles in its 
attempt to dissuade Europe from using 
Huawei in 5G rollout. Deutsche Tele-
kom AG, Europe’s largest telecom car-
rier, recently said it needs Huawei’s 
involvement to quickly solve the prob-
lem of 5G signal coverage in Germany.

Deutsche Telekom board member 
and general manager Dirk Wossner said 
if the German company is to construct 
about 2,000 long-term evolution (LTE) 
base stations by the end of this year, “we 
also need Huawei”.

Wossner made the remark in an inter-
view with German newspaper Frank-
furter Allgemeine Zeitung earlier this 
month. The senior executive added that 
if Huawei is excluded, “we will not be able 
to quickly eliminate 5G signal blind 
spots”. CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

ARDB 
ponders 
interest 
rate cut

SECC director-general Sou Socheat (seated, left) and The Post publisher and CEO Ly Tayseng pose after  
signing an MoU that grants The Post exclusive rights to publish a series of educational articles with input 
from the securities regulator. SECC



Business 
7THE PHNOM PENH POST  may  11, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Hin Pisei

THE ministry of Commerce is 
calling on all exporters to up-
date their information on the 
certificate of origin (CO) of 
goods automated system for 
requesting the CO form D for 
aSEaN export, which will be 
mandatory from June 1.

The CO Form D is required 
by aSEaN countries that im-
port agricultural products 
from Cambodia.

In a notification on Thurs-
day, the ministry said that to 
comply with the requirements 
of the aSEaN Secretariat on 
the implementation of e-form 
D, the ministry’s Export-Im-
port Department will update 
the automated system.

a CO is an official docu-
ment used to confirm the ori-
gin of a product that has been 
manufactured exclusively in 
a country. The document is 
generally the core of the im-
port documents required by 
the importing country.

The ministry said the in-
spection of the products and 
the export of goods shall be 
carried out by the technical of-
ficer of the ministry at the pro-
duction site, at the depot or at 
the warehouse, as required by 
the company or exporter.

Keo mom, the CEO of Ly Ly 
Food Industry Co Ltd, one of 
the Kingdom’s largest food 
processing factories, told The 
Post on Sunday that an up-
date to the D-form certificate 
will provide a great benefit to 
all companies and exporters 
to the aSEaN market.

The Industry 4.0 revolution 
has encouraged the use of 
electronic systems, thereby 
reducing some unnecessary 
procedures to save time and 
money, she said.

“The update will make ex-
porting easier and faster,” she 
said, adding that all exporters 
want more online solutions.

Royal academy of Cam-
bodia economics researcher 
Hong Vanak said the update 
is necessary to increase the 
potential as well as facilitate 
for the export of goods to in-
ternational markets.

If the work is done correctly, 
he said, it is not only easy for 
companies or exporters, but 
the authorities to be able to 
control the export of goods 
and be able to clearly under-
stand the origin of produced 
goods.

“E-work is very positive for 
exporters and for the state to 
easily set the tariff if there is 
clear control,” he said.

June deadline set 
for exporters to 
update origin info 

7-Eleven to open in Cambodia
May Kunmakara

a 
US subsidiary of 
7-Eleven Japan Co 
will expand its con-
venience store em-

pire to Cambodia next year 
and allow the Thai conglomer-
ate Charoen Pokphand Group 
Co Ltd (CP Group) to oversee 
operations in the Kingdom.

Japan’s Kyodo News re-
ported on Friday that CP all 
Plc, the conglomerate’s SET-
listed retail arm, has con-
cluded a deal with Dallas-
based 7-Eleven Inc to operate 
7-Eleven stores through its 
subsidiary CP all (Cambodia) 
Co beginning in 2021.

a spokeswoman for 7-Eleven 
Japan’s parent company, the 
Japanese retail group Seven & 
i Holdings Co Ltd, told Kyodo 
News that the first outlet is set 
to open in Phnom Penh.

She said 7-Eleven stores in 
the Kingdom will offer inter-
national beverage and snack 
products as well as ready-to-
eat fresh food items tailored 
to the local palette.

Seven & i Holdings is con-
sidering opening its flagship 
convenience store chain in 
other countries and plans to 
open an outlet in India by the 
end of this year, she said.

Cambodian ambassador 
to Thailand Ouk Sorphorn 
told The Post on Sunday that 
the forthcoming presence of 
7-Eleven convenient stores 
in Cambodia is a good sign 

of successful policies geared 
at promoting economics, cul-
ture and tourism between the 
two nations.

It also reflects upon the 
potential of the Thailand-
Plus-One strategy, which the 
Royal Embassy of Cambodia 
in Bangkok has been imple-
menting to lure tourists and 
foreign investors to visit and 
invest in Cambodia.

The Thailand-Plus-One 
strategy is a business model 
in which Japanese companies 
extend their supply chain 
networks developed in Thai-
land to neighbouring coun-
tries to benefit from low-cost 
production sites while main-
taining their main regional 
production base in Thailand.

Sorphorn said: “The 7-Eleven 
project will not only promote 

bilateral trade between Cam-
bodia and Thailand but will 
also create a lot of employment 
opportunities since the presi-
dent of CP all Plc has promised 
that at least 90 per cent of em-
ployees will be locals.”

according to the plan, he 
said, CP all will initially in-
vest in around 700 to 1,000 
outlets by itself. It will then 
sell franchises to Cambodian 
businesses and other foreign 
investors that wish to run 
7-Eleven convenience stores 
in the Kingdom.

Federation of associations 
for Small and medium Enter-
prises of Cambodia president 
Te Taingpor told The Post on 
Sunday that he welcomes the 
presence of 7-Eleven in Cam-
bodia. He says he hopes that 
the convenience store chain 

will consider allocating a shelf 
exclusively for Cambodian-
made products.

“It would be great if 7-Eleven 
chooses to stock their outlets 
with our homemade products. 
If they just sell Thai-made 
products, it would impact our 
locally producers,” he said. 

Sorphorn said inventory at 
7-Eleven convenience stores 
will comprise at least 50 per 
cent local-made products.

“During a meeting with CP 
all Plc executive board chair-
man Korsak Chairasmisak 
earlier this year, I requested 
that CP all import Cam-
bodian products to sell at 
7-Eleven outlets in Thailand. 
The chairman accepted my 
request,” he said.

He said the embassy and the 
company have been working 
together to introduce a num-
ber of Cambodian products to 
Thai outlets on a trial basis.

“Unfortunately, because of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
project has been delayed. Nev-
ertheless, with CP all’s invest-
ment, I am very hopeful that 
more Cambodian products 
will be available at 7-Eleven 
outlets across Cambodia and 
Thailand soon,” he added. 

CP all began operating 
7-Eleven stores in Thailand in 
1989 and currently operates 
a network of around 12,000 
outlets, the second largest 
globally after its 20,000-store 
network in Japan, said 7-Elev-
en Japan.

7-Eleven stores in the Kingdom will offer international beverage and 
snack products as well as ready-to-eat fresh food items tailored to the 
local palette. THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Japanese firms 
stepping up 
amid shortage of 
medical supplies
m

aJOR Japanese compa-
nies that have had their 
bread-and-butter busi-
nesses disrupted by the 

Covid-19 pandemic are responding 
to calls for an “all Japan” effort to 
overcome the crisis.

Japan’s struggles to secure suffi-
cient face shields, masks, medical 
gowns, hand sanitisers and venti-
lators for its front-line healthcare 
workers have prompted donations 
from places such as Jordan, Taiwan 
and Vietnam, while domestic firms 
are also stepping up to the plate.

Sony, Shiseido, Suntory and Toyo-
ta are among the major names that 
have converted their production 
lines and branched out into new 
fields to help ease the shortage of 
supplies for combating the virus.

meanwhile, the government is 
pondering an exit strategy from its 
ongoing state of emergency, which 
has been criticised as relaxed but 
has proven successful in curbing the 
spread of infections without intro-
ducing criminal penalties.

There were just 96 cases nation-
wide on Thursday, the first time the 
figure has fallen below 100 since 

march 30. another 96 new cases 
were recorded on Saturday, bringing 
the total to 15,759.

Prime minister Shinzo abe’s govern-
ment, which came under fire for its 
haphazard measures at the onset of 
the crisis, is not letting its guard down. 
He has said sorry to medical workers 
for the insufficient equipment.

a key priority of the exit strategy, 
senior assistant minister for global 
health yasuyuki Sahara told a news 
briefing on Friday, will be to “estab-
lish a system that can quickly re-
spond to a surge in infections”.

This includes securing enough 
equipment.

abe, in urging domestic manufac-
turers to do their bit last month, has 
vowed the government will buy the 
excess for its reserve stockpile.

Sony said on Friday it has begun 
manufacturing medical face shields, 
and aims to donate 40,000 sets from 
the middle of this month.

It added that it will help to pro-
duce ventilators that are developed 
and designed by Japanese medical 
device maker acoma.

mass production will begin in July at 
its medical equipment plant in Shizuo-

ka prefecture and digital camera fac-
tory in aichi prefecture, with 500 units 
to be made by the end of September.

mitsubishi motors and Toyota are 
among the car makers to have be-
gun manufacturing face shields for 
donation to hospitals.

Toyota said it has expanded its pro-
duction capacity by 20 times, from 
an initial 2,000 face shields a month 
to 40,000, and will further ramp up its 
monthly capacity to 70,000 shields.

It has also donated vehicles to 
ferry Covid-19 patients with mild 
symptoms to hotels for quarantine.

mitsubishi motors said last month 
it was producing about 1,500 face 

shields a month, which it planned 
to increase, while also manufactur-
ing products like face masks.

Textile maker Teijin has begun pro-
ducing medical gowns, with plans 
to supply nine million to healthcare 
institutions by next month.

Synthetic fibre maker Toray, whose 
materials can be found in Uniqlo 
clothing, is increasing production 
of protective gear and fabric for dis-
posable medical masks.

Cosmetics maker Shiseido last 
month branched out into making 
hand sanitiser, with the aim of pro-
ducing 100,000 litres – or 200,000 
bottles – per month.

Kao, a manufacturer of personal 
hygiene products, has ramped up its 
disinfectant production capacity by 
more than 20 times above usual lev-
els, the Nikkei newspaper quoted its 
President michitaka Sawada saying.

Leading beverage maker Suntory, 
meanwhile, is giving free alcohol 
disinfectants – produced at its Osaka 
plant – to hospitals and healthcare 
facilities to address a shortage.

Fast Retailing, the parent company 
of Uniqlo, said that by this month, it 
will donate 200,000 isolation gowns 
and one million masks to medical 
institutions. THE STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

THE Philippines suffered its 
first economic contraction in 
22 years, the government an-
nounced on Saturday, with 
results from a first quarter 
weighed down by unexpected 
shocks, such as Covid-19.

The country’s gross do-
mestic product declined 0.2 
per cent in the three months 
from January to march, down 
from 5.7 per cent in the same 
period last year, said the Phil-
ippine Statistics authority.

It was the first contraction 
of the domestic economy 
since the fourth quarter of 
1998, during the asian finan-
cial crisis, the agency said.

The Philippines’ Depart-
ment of Health on Saturday 
recorded eight new coronavi-
rus deaths and 147 additional 
confirmed cases.

In a bulletin, the department 
said total infections had in-
creased to 10,610 while deaths 
had reached 704.

meanwhile, agriculture and 
industry output contracted 0.4 
per cent and three per cent, re-
spectively, in the three-month 
period. Only services posted 
growth, of 1.4 per cent, during 
the first quarter, it added.

Gross national product, 
which includes income from 
abroad, such as foreign direct 
investments and remittances 
from overseas Filipinos, also 
contracted 0.6 per cent in the 
first quarter.

“Our country has faced sig-
nificant socioeconomic risks 
and shocks during the first 

quarter of 2020, all totally 
unexpected,” acting Socio-
economic Planning Secretary 
Karl Kendrick Chua said.

a volcano eruption near ma-
nila in January, and a significant 
decline in tourism and trade 
starting in February due to the 
Covid-19 outbreak, contributed 
to the contraction, he said.

The coronavirus-related 
lockdown of the capital and 
other parts of the country from 
the middle of march was an-
other contributing factor that 
pulled the economy down.

Chua said the containment 
of the virus has come at a “great 
cost to the Philippine economy”.

“Even so, our priorities are 
clear – to protect the lives and 
health of our people,” he said.

The domestic economy was 
expected to continue to con-
tract in the second and third 
quarters of the year due to 
the impact of the coronavirus 
pandemic, central bank gov-
ernor Benjamin Diokno said.

“But we’re expecting a 
strong bounce back in the 
fourth quarter,” he said.

Presidential spokesperson 
Harry Roque said the gov-
ernment was confident of a 
recovery because the Philip-
pines has “very sound eco-
nomic fundamentals”.

“We’re relying on govern-
ment spending through the 
Build, Build, Build [infra-
structure] programme of the 
government and . . . on sound 
monetary policy [to boost the 
economy],” he said. DPA

Economy shrinks 
0.2% in Philippines

Japan is struggling to secure sufficient face shields, masks, medical gowns, hand sanitisers and ventilators for its front-line 
healthcare workers. AFP
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SCIENTISTS the world over are 
scrambling to perfect an anti-viral 
treatment for the novel coronavirus, 
and following what might seem to be 
some unusual trails.

Belgium’s top researchers insist that 
their efforts to isolate an anti-body 
grown in a llama – the andean beast 
of burden – is based on a solid lead.

Professor Xavier Saelens of the 
Flemish Institute of Biotechnology 
(VIB) in Ghent said that if it works, it 
would not be the first time the camel-
like beast has helped out.

“There’s already a drug on the mar-
ket that came from a llama antibody,” 
he said, citing caplacizumab, used in 
the blood disorder thrombotic 
thrombocytopenic purpura.

Now he believes his team are on the 
threshold of another “great break-
through” in the hunt for a treatment, 
this time for those caught in the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Saelens and his Belgian colleague 
Nico Callewaert are working with a US 
team from the University of Texas aus-
tin, led by professor Jason mcLellan.

a female llama called Winter has been 
injected with a protein present on the 
surface of the novel coronavirus and has 
reacted by developing antibodies.

These, in turn, appear capable of play-
ing a role in shielding the carrier and 
neutralising the threat of the virus.

“The llama had an immune 
response to this protein,” said VIB 
researcher Dorien De Vlieger.

“Our goal is to produce an anti-viral 
treatment which would involve 
directly administering these antibod-
ies to patients,” she said.

The first testing on human patients 
could begin “before the end of the year”.

Researchers elsewhere are working on 
possible vaccines against the virus, 
which would trigger recipients to devel-
op their antibodies against the disease.

But this could take a long time and 
would not be useful for patients 
already infected with Covid-19.

an anti-viral treatment based on 
llama antibodies would not end the 
crisis, but it is a promising route to a 
way of helping the already sick and 
slashing the death toll.

The VIB laboratory has a worldwide 
reputation in the field and operates 
independently of the pharmaceutical 
industry, as an academic institution 
affiliated with Ghent University.

Its researchers had a head start on 
the coronavirus, having begun the 
collaboration with the Texas team in 
2016 targeting more general respira-
tory Sars-type diseases.

But the fast-spreading and deadly 
new outbreak caused them to step up 
their endeavours.

The antibody extracted from the llama 
bonds with a big area of the Severe acute 
Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2 
(Sars-CoV-2) which causes Covid-19.

This prevents it from penetrating 
host cells and infecting the victim. “It’s 
an important breakthrough in the 
fight against Covid-19,” said Saelens.

and what of Winter, the hero of the 
fight? She is being kept at a secret 
location within Belgium.

“We’re worried about animal rights 
activists,” said De Vlieger. “But we also 
have to do our best to keep her stress 
levels down.” AFP

France, Spain move to reopen as 
global virus cases top 4.1 million
T

HE number of 
coronavirus cases 
worldwide topped 
4.1 million as some 

of the hardest-hit countries 
readied on Sunday to lift 
lockdown restrictions, de-
spite concerns about a sec-
ond wave of infections.

Governments around the 
world are trying to stop the 
spread of the disease while 
scrambling for ways to re-
lieve pressure on their econo-
mies, which are facing a his-
toric downturn with millions 
pushed into unemployment.

But with the death toll 
already past 280,000, na-
tions are keen to avoid sec-
ond waves of infections 
that could overwhelm their 
healthcare systems, with a 
new cluster of cases in South 
Korea raising fears about the 
virus hitting back rapidly.

amid the barrage of 
deaths, some European 
countries have cited signs of 
progress that they said justi-
fied cautious steps towards 
a sense of normality.

Officials in France on Satur-
day said the day’s death toll of 
80 was the lowest since early 
last month, while nursing 
home fatalities also fell sharp-
ly as the nation prepared to re-
lax curbs on public movement 
imposed eight weeks ago.

The easing, set to begin on 
monday, has brought mixed 
reactions.

“I’ve been scared to death” 
about the reopening, said 
maya Flandin, a bookshop 
manager from Lyon. “It’s a 

big responsibility to have to 
protect my staff and my cus-
tomers.”

French health officials have 
warned that “the epidemic 
remains active and is evolv-
ing”, and that social distanc-
ing must be kept up even as 
restrictions are eased.

In Spain, about half the 
population will be allowed 
out on monday for limited 
socialisation, and restaurants 
will be able to offer some out-
door service as the country 
begins a phased transition set 
to last through June.

Fears lingered, however, of 

a resurgence, and authorities 
excluded madrid and Barce-
lona – two Covid-19 hotspots 
– from the first phase.

Belgium is also easing some 
restrictions on monday, and in 
some parts of Germany, bars 
and restaurants reopened on 
Saturday with further easing 
set for monday.

Overall, the situation in Eu-
rope was still far from normal.

Britain is reportedly plan-
ning to announce on Sun-
day that all overseas visitors 
will face a mandatory two-
week quarantine, and the 
EU warned against opening 

borders to travellers from 
outside the bloc.

across Europe, commem-
orations marking 75 years 
since Nazi Germany’s sur-
render were cancelled or 
scaled down.

Poland’s election on Sun-
day will be one for the histo-
ry books as polling stations 
remain closed and turnout 
will clock in at zero due to a 
political crisis set off by the 
pandemic – the presidential 
ballot is formally neither 
postponed nor cancelled 
because the government 
and opposition were unable 

to agree on a constitutional 
and safe solution.

South Korea’s capital Seoul 
shut all bars and clubs on 
Saturday after a burst of cases 
were tracked to one of the city’s 
busiest nightlife districts.

Even as the country eased 
virus restrictions, officials 
warned against careless-
ness after the new cluster 
of infections, highlighting 
the challenge of contain-
ing the spread of the deadly 
disease while pursuing an 
economic revival.

Global economic figures 
are pointing to the most acute 
downturn in nearly a century 
with businesses forced to 
shut and supply lines badly 
disrupted, and pressure is 
growing on leaders around 
the world to find a way out.

In the US, the country 
with the world’s highest 
death toll, President Don-
ald Trump faced sharp criti-
cism from his predecessor 
Barack Obama, who said on 
a leaked tape that Trump’s 
handling of the crisis was an 
“absolute chaotic disaster”.

Facing re-election in No-
vember, Trump has insisted 
that next year would be 
“phenomenal” for the US 
economy, urging reopening 
in a country where the virus 
continues to claim well over 
1,000 lives daily.

The US lost an unprec-
edented 20.5 million jobs 
last month, driving the un-
employment rate to 14.7 per 
cent – the highest level since 
the Great Depression. AFP

China says improve global health readiness
CHINa supports the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) in establishing a 
review committee to evaluate global 
responses to Covid-19 at a proper time 
when the pandemic is over, the minis-
try of Foreign affairs said on Friday.

ministry spokeswoman Hua 
Chunying told a daily news briefing 
that China supports the proposed 
committee’s future work in summa-
rising anti-contagion experiences 
and deficiencies from around the 
world in an open, transparent and 
inclusive way to make recommenda-
tions on strengthening the WHO’s 
work, promoting capacity building of 
public health in various countries 
and improving the global capacity to 
deal with future pandemics.

China has maintained close contact 
with the WHO, Hua said, adding that 
the organisation must set up such a 
committee to assess major pandemics 
following the international health 
regulations to improve global prepar-
edness for public health crises.

Some countries are curbing the 
virus according to their situations, she 
said, adding that China’s battle against 
the virus has achieved good results.

On april 23, ministry spokesman 
Geng Shuang announced that China 
had decided to donate another $30 mil-

lion to the WHO for containing Covid-
19 and supporting developing countries 
in improving their health systems.

Speaking at a daily news confer-
ence, he said the world is at a crucial 
stage in fighting the pandemic, and 
support for the WHO means defend-
ing multilateralism and upholding 
the authority of the UN.

China previously donated $20 mil-
lion to the WHO for tackling the virus, 
he said. China’s donation shows the 
support that the Chinese government 
and people have for the WHO, as well 
as their trust in the organisation.

Since the outbreak started, the WHO 
has been carrying out its duty, adhering 
to an objective, fair and scientific posi-
tion, and has played an important part 
in coordinating efforts among countries 
and promoting international coopera-
tion to control the pandemic, he said.

The decision came in less than two 
weeks after the US announced it 
would temporarily stop funding the 
WHO, while many other countries 
have voiced their support for the 
organisation.

a survey released on Wednesday 
found that of approximately 12,500 
people from 23 countries who rated 
their governments’ coronavirus con-
tainment efforts, China ranked high-

est with 85 per cent of respondents 
believing that the country will emerge 
stronger from the crisis.

On the other hand, only 41 per cent 
of respondents from the US were 
happy with their leaders and just 16 
per cent in Japan.

The research, conducted from april 
3-19 by Singapore’s social research 
agency Blackbox Research Pte Ltd 
and international online panel spe-
cialist Toluna, used four key perform-
ance indicators – national political 
leadership, corporate leadership, 
community and media.

ministry spokeswoman Hua said 
China believes all countries should 
promote mutual understanding and 
exchanges when confronting the 
coronavirus, respect efforts made by 
others and learn from each other’s 
useful experiences.

China is willing to continue sharing 
information regarding the virus with 
other countries and discuss its expe-
riences and useful practices in anti-
epidemic work to effectively carry out 
cooperation, she said.

In an article on Wednesday, China 
Daily staff reporter Ke meng called 
for mutual empathy and collective 
action among nations and peoples 
from diverse social and political 

backgrounds in the global fight 
against the pandemic, under what he 
called an “empathetic norm”.

Ke said: “Such an ‘empathetic norm’ 
cannot be derived from the move to stop 
funding the World Health Organisation 
during the current crises, or from accus-
ing microsoft co-founder Bill Gates of 
treason when he decided to provide an 
additional donation to the WHO.

“It has to be rooted in the idea that 
treats the human race as a community 
with a shared future, as exemplified by 
China’s global response to Covid-19.

“Indeed, the pandemic is a reminder 
that in the words of the English poet John 
Donne: ‘No man is an island entire of 
itself – every man is a piece of the conti-
nent.’ The world is like this. It deserves 
to be treated like this,” said Ke.

However, Taiwan’s participation in 
events of international organisations 
– including the WHO – must be han-
dled based on the One-China princi-
ple, Xinhua News agency reported 
State Council Taiwan affairs Office 
spokesman ma Xiaoguang as saying 
on Thursday.

There is only one China in the 
world and Taiwan is part of China, 
ma said, adding that there is no such 
issue of Taiwan joining the UN. CHINA 

DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Belgian 
llama could 
be key to 
virus cure

France is set to begin relaxing curbs on public movement imposed eight weeks ago. AFP
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Indonesia eucalyptus-based 
Covid-19 treatment ‘effective’
INDONESIa’S ministry of agri-
culture has developed a euca-
lyptus-based treatment that it 
claims has been shown to 
reduce the transmission of 
Covid-19. The ministry expects 
it to play a role in the fight 
against the virus.

The ministry announced the 
treatment on Friday, saying it 
was based on lab tests con-
ducted by agricultural 
researchers.

minister Syahrul yasin Lim-
po said the treatment had 
been tested on influenza as 
well as beta and gamma coro-
naviruses and was able to kill 
80 to 100 per cent of them.

The ministry’s agency of 
Health Research and Develop-
ment has developed a few pro-
totypes of the medication in the 
form of inhalers, roll-ons, oint-
ment, balms and diffusers.

“We will keep developing it 
for Covid-19 patients as the 
main target,” Syahrul said in a 
statement on Friday.

“God willing, this could be 
successful . . . I hope that this 
innovation can be distributed 
to the public soon.”

agency head Fajry Jufry said 
the product had shown “very 
good results” after being tested 
on Covid-19 patients, adding 
that the ministry was waiting 
for approval from related par-
ties to distribute it.

Fajry said the antiviral med-
ication was identified through 
agency research on various 
herbs and remedies, such as 
ginger, guava, temulawak 

(curcuma) and essential oils.
There are about 700 species of 

eucalyptus. most are native to 
australia. Its main component, 
eucalyptol, has been shown to 
have anti-inflammatory and 
antiviral effects, said the US 
National Library of medicine.

Fajry said the eucalyptus-
based treatment could also be 
used to relieve respiratory 
tracts, eliminate mucus, disin-
fect wounds, relieve nausea 
and prevent mouth disease.

Last month, South Sumat-
ran scientists also claimed to 

have discovered a glucose-
based snack that was effec-
tive at breaking down several 
major components of the 
novel coronavirus and inhib-
it its incubation.

The ministry of Research 
and Technology’s Covid-19 
research consortium, consist-
ing of research institutes, uni-
versities, private companies 
and state-owned enterprises, 
is participating in global 
research efforts to find a vac-
cine or cure for Covid-19. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

There are about 700 species of eucalyptus. Most are native to Australia. 
Its main component, eucalyptol, has been shown to have anti-inflammatory 
and antiviral effects. PIXABAY

air pollution clearing up in Southeast asia
L

OCKDOWNS and movement 
restrictions have led to blue 
skies in some parts of South-
east asia, giving residents a 

respite from air pollution.
The World Health Organisation 

says hazardous air in the region 
causes about 800,000 deaths a year 
and the brighter skies, however tem-
porary, underscore how dependent 
the region is on fossil fuels for energy 
and transport and the health risks.

a study released on Friday has 
revealed how much pollution has 
dropped around the region in recent 
weeks – and places where it hasn’t.

The analysis by the Centre for 
Research on Energy and Clean air 
(Crea) focused on nitrogen dioxide 
(NO2) pollution and, where data 
were available, readings of fine par-
ticulate matter of 2.5 microns in size 
(Pm2.5), comparing the impact of 
lockdown periods this year with the 
same period last year.

For most locations, the measure-
ment period was between mid to 
late march and may 5 this year.

NO2 is regarded as a good proxy 
for local air pollution and can be 
measured by satellites. It is pro-
duced by burning fossil fuels, such 
as the emissions from cars, trucks, 
buses and power plants.

The US Environmental Protection 
agency said air with a high concen-
tration of NO2 can irritate airways 
in the respiratory system, aggravat-
ing respiratory diseases, particularly 
asthma.

NO2 along with other nitrate aero-
sols also reacts with other chemicals 
in the air to form very fine particu-
late matter, such as Pm2.5, which 

gets deep into the lungs and can 
cause premature death from respi-
ratory and cardiovascular disease.

Crea’s analysis shows NO2 levels 
for Kuala Lumpur, manila and Bang-
kok fell because of a sharp drop in 
transport and manufacturing.

For example, from march 18 to 
may 5, malaysia recorded the most 
drastic and sustained changes of the 
places studied, with Kuala Lumpur 
experiencing about a 60 per cent 
reduction of NO2 levels compared 

with the same period last year.
For Singapore, there was little 

change in Pm2.5 during the mea-
surement period of February 10 to 
may 5 because much of the pollution 
comes from power plants, industrial 
complexes, residential and other 
sources in surrounding areas, said 
the authors, lead analyst Lauri myl-
lyvirta and analyst Isabella Suarez.

NO2 fell by about 30 per cent, ex-
cept over western Singapore around 
Jurong Island, where high levels of 

NO2 persisted.
Earlier this week, in response 

to queries from The Straits Times, 
the National Environment agency 
(NEa) said key pollutant levels had 
been falling even before the circuit 
breaker measures started. They de-
clined further after the measures 
kicked in on april 7.

The NEa said the average NO2 
level in the two weeks before the 
circuit breaker period was 17ug/m3 
(microgrammes, or one-millionth 

of a gramme, per cubic metre of air) 
– down from 27ug/m3 in the same 
period last year.

“Preliminary analysis shows that in 
the two weeks since the circuit breaker 
measures were introduced, there was 
a further improvement in air quality, 
with the average level of NO2 decreas-
ing to 13ug/m3,” it added.

The agency said the average levels 
of Pm10 and Pm2.5, carbon monox-
ide and sulphur dioxide had fallen by 
between eight and 43 per cent. after 
the circuit breaker measures kicked 
in, these pollutant levels fell further, 
but by “less than one per cent”.

Crea noted that NO2 emissions also 
fell in Jakarta and Hanoi but Pm2.5 
levels have remained high because 
both cities have large coal-fired power 
plants on their fringes, meaning a size-
able portion of local air pollution is 
produced outside. The findings were 
similar for Ho Chi minh City, too.

Cambodia and Laos, with looser 
restrictions, recorded little change in 
pollution readings, the authors found.

They said the findings underscore 
the urgent need to strengthen air 
quality regulations and speed up the 
shift to greener energy.

“Blue skies above our major cities 
point to what we can achieve if we 
invest in clean energy as the crisis 
abates,” said Suarez.

“Through the crisis, we have had 
a glimpse of what life can be like 
with more breathable air. But turn-
ing this into a daily reality can only 
be achieved by enforcing air quality 
standards and rapidly reducing fos-
sil fuels in a sustained and sustain-
able way,” she said. THE STRAITS TIMES 

(SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Crea’s analysis shows NO2 levels for Manila fell because of a sharp drop in transport and manufacturing. AFP
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Uncomfortable precedent 
of Covid-19 coronavirus

U
S PRESIDENT Donald 
Trump and various US offi-
cials, citing invisible “evi-
dence”, have been demand-

ing an international investigation of 
China’s response to the Covid-19 cri-
sis, and even threatening a lawsuit 
over China’s alleged failings. They 
might want to think first about some 
precedents.

aIDS, for example.
aIDS was initially diagnosed in a 

cluster of five men in the US on June 
5, 1981. However, despite further 
cases arising in short order, it was not 
until may 1983 that a US scientist first 
published a description of the disease 
in a reputable international journal 
(Science).

Today, in the absence of further 
research, we can only speculate as to 
how many lives were lost unneces-
sarily because of the failure of the 
US government to provide a timely 
warning to the rest of the world. 
When it first appeared, HIV, the virus 
that causes aIDS, was as unknown 
as the novel coronavirus that causes 
Covid-19 was last November. 

Imagine what the impact today 
might have been if the Chinese 
government had followed the US 
example and waited two years to 
provide the world with scientific 
information about Covid-19.

again, further investigation will be 
necessary to confirm or refute the 
likelihood that the US government’s 
delay in alerting the world was not 
accidental but a deliberate political 
decision, based on the initial mistaken 

belief that aIDS was a disease affect-
ing only homosexual men. The first 
aIDS diagnoses occurred during the 
early months of the presidency of the 
ultraconservative Republican Ronald 
Reagan. Since Reagan was a believer 
in astrology, it cannot be excluded that 
the decision to remain quiet about 
aIDS was dictated by his and his wife 
Nancy’s astrologer’s reading of the 
stars, but it seems more likely that 

Reagan would have wanted to sup-
press any suggestion that homosexu-
ality was widespread in the US.

In any case, it is clear that any 
country whose citizens have been af-
fected by HIV/aIDS has good reason 
to demand an investigation by the 
WHO or the UN of the origin of HIV 
and how it was allowed to spread 
from the US after its first discovery.

It is unclear whether there is an 

international statute of limitations 
that might apply in this case, but such 
an investigation might provide many 
countries with grounds to sue the US on 
behalf of their injured citizens. If the US 
government refuses to submit to judi-
cial accountability, it could be punished 
by tariffs on imports from the US.

allen myers
Phnom Penh

Letters to the editor

A plastic model of the Covid-19 coronavirus at the Quality Control Laboratory at the Sinovac Biotech facilities in Beijing. afp

WHILE the world is shaken 
by the crisis caused by the 
new coronavirus, North 
Korea has continued to act 
on its own, threatening 
regional stability. The inter-
national community must 
keep up pressure on North 
Korea through continual 
surveillance.

Information on the move-
ments of Kim Jong-un, the 
chairman of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea, was unclear at 
one point. Citing a US offi-
cial, CNN reported last 
month that Kim was in grave 
danger after undergoing sur-
gery, which raised questions 
about his safety.

North Korea’s state-run 
television on may 2 broad-

cast a video of Kim attend-
ing a ceremony to mark the 
completion of a fertilizer 
plant the previous day, 
denying rumours that he 
might be seriously ill. It was 
the first time in 20 days that 
his public appearance was 
reported.

It is difficult to confirm 
the whereabouts of the 
country’s supreme leader, 
and it is also impossible to 
communicate through offi-
cial diplomatic channels. 
Given North Korea’s posses-
sion of nuclear weapons and 
ballistic missiles, the mag-
nitude of the risks it poses 
must be recognised.

North Korea’s response to 
the new coronavirus lacks 

transparency. Pyongyang 
claims that it has taken 
“extremely special” quaran-
tine measures such as closing 
the border with China and 
putting many residents 
under medical surveillance. 
although it repeatedly says 
that there are no cases of 
infection, the reality of the 
situation remains unknown.

US President Donald 
Trump reportedly sent a let-
ter to Kim, offering coopera-
tion on efforts against the 
virus. However, Kim’s sister, 
Kim yo-jong, the first deputy 
director of the party, only 
expressed dissatisfaction 
with US policy toward North 
Korea in a statement.

Pyongyang aims to get 

Washington to lift economic 
sanctions against it in 
exchange for partial denu-
clearisation measures, but 
with its nuclear programme 
kept intact. 

There is a wide gap with 
the US, which has called for 
complete denuclearisation.

Kim is probably waiting for 
an opportunity in which 
Trump will compromise, 
with an eye on the presiden-
tial election in November.

North Korea’s repeated 
missile launches to build up 
its military in the midst of the 
corona crisis cannot be over-
looked. Based on satellite 
images, a US research insti-
tute pointed out the possibil-
ity that North Korea is con-

structing new facilities for 
ballistic missiles.

a panel of experts at the UN 
Security Council’s Sanctions 
Committee released a report 
last month that once again 
revealed North Korea’s viola-
tion of sanctions, including 
the smuggling of refined oil 
and coal. It has also been 
sending workers abroad to 
earn foreign currency.

The US, China and Japan 
should not shelve the North 
Korean nuclear issue. It is 
necessary to make North 
Korea realise that strictly 
conforming with sanctions 
and denuclearisation is the 
only way to reconstruct its 
economy. THE JOMIURI SHIMBUB 

(JapaN)/aSIa NEWS NETWORK

World must continue to pressure N Korea



L
ITTLE Richard, whose out-
rageous showmanship and 
lightning-fast rhythms in-
toxicated crowds with hits 

like Tutti Frutti and Long Tall Sally, 
has died. He was 87 years old.

Reverend Bill Minson, a friend of 
the legendary musician, said Little 
Richard died on Saturday morning 
following a battle with cancer.

With a distinctive range from robust 
belting to howling falsetto, Richard 
transfixed audiences and inspired 
artists including The Beatles as he 
transformed the blues into the fever-
ish new style of rock ‘n’ roll alongside 
Fats Domino and Chuck Berry.

His raunchy 1955 song Tutti Frutti 
became a sort of opening salvo of 
rock ‘n’ roll’s entry into US life, start-
ing with his nonsensical but instant-
ly thrilling first line: “Awop bop a loo 
mop/Alop bam boom”.

Richard stunned the buttoned-
down post-World War II US with 
an otherworldly look of blindingly 
colourful shirts, glass-embedded 
jackets, a needle-thin moustache 
and a 15cm high pompadour.

A consummate entertainer, he would 
play piano with one leg hoisted over 
the keys and, in one legendary concert 
in Britain, played dead on stage so ef-
fectively that the venue sought medi-
cal help before he resurrected himself 
to an astounded crowd.

Richard’s lifestyle – he spoke fond-
ly of bisexual orgies – became the 
epitome of rock ‘n’ roll decadence.

But he never became an obvious 
icon for the African-American or 
gay communities.

Once openly – by standards of 
the time – attracted to men, Rich-
ard became a born-again Christian 
and renounced homosexuality as a 
temporary choice, anathema to the 
modern gay rights movement and 
psychologists.

And while he was one of the first 
African-American artists to cross 
the racial divide, a younger genera-
tion of black DJs had little interest 
in an artist seen as embedded in the 
white mainstream.

Mentor to rock’s greats
But his influence was incalculable. 

Early white rockers including Buddy 
Holly, Jerry Lee Lewis and Elvis Pres-
ley all pursued Richard’s sound.

The upstart Beatles and Rolling 
Stones served separately as opening 
acts when Richard toured England, 
and a young Jimi Hendrix and mem-
bers of Earth, Wind and Fire played 
in his back-up band.

“He was the biggest inspiration of 
my early teens,” Mick Jagger tweeted 
on Saturday. 

“His music still has the same raw 
electric energy when you play it now 
as it did when it first shot through 
the music scene in the mid 50’s.”

Bob Dylan called Richard “my 
shining star and guiding light back 
when I was only a little boy. His was 
the original spirit that moved me to 
do everything I would do”.

“Of course he’ll live forever,” he 
said in a series of tweets. “But it’s like 
a part of your life is gone.”

David Bowie was mesmerised 
when he saw one of Richard’s mov-
ies, with the then nine-year-old de-
ciding to learn the saxophone and 
later saying: “If it hadn’t have been 
for him, I probably wouldn’t have 
gone into music.”

The superstar was aware of the 
debt his successors owed him. 
“Prince is the Little Richard of his 
generation,” he told Joan Rivers in 
1989.

He then turned to face the cam-
era directly and said: “I was wearing 
purple before you was wearing it!”

The estate of Prince, who died 
in 2016, on Saturday said Richard 
“didn’t just open doors, he smashed 

entire walls to pieces to make way for 
all who would come after him”.

Tutti Frutti reborn
Born Richard Wayne Penniman on 

December 5, 1932, he was raised in 
grinding poverty in Macon, Georgia. 
His father sold bootleg liquor and 
owned a tavern, where he was shot 
dead in a dispute when Richard was 
starting his career.

Richard, despite his stage name, 
stood a skinny 1.8m and was born 
with different sized legs. A mischie-
vous child, he lingered in churches 
for their music and was noticeably 
effeminate.

In his 1984 authorised biography, 
Richard recalled his father telling 
him: “’My father had seven sons and 
I wanted seven sons. You’ve spoiled 
it, you’re only half a son.’”

“And then he’d hit me. But I 
couldn’t help it. That was the way I 
was,” Richard said.

A key break came in 1947 when 
gospel singer Sister Rosetta Tharpe 
spotted him singing at the Macon 
City Auditorium, where Richard 
sold soft drinks.

Richard had developed a low-key 
career singing around Georgia, in-
cluding in underground drag perfor-
mances, when he was approached 
by record labels. 

Success was not immediate. Early 
recording ventures with RCA Victor 
and Peacock Records fell flat.

Richard never thought to record 
Tutti Frutti, a staple of his live per-
formances driven by frantic piano 
and whose lyrics – in a wink likely 
lost on many – were a light-hearted 
depiction of anal sex: “Tutti frutti/
Good booty … If it don’t fit/Don’t 
force it.”

But the song caught the ear of 
Bumps Blackwell, a producer from 
Specialty Records, which had reluc-
tantly signed Richard after he per-
sistently phoned its office.

Blackwell asked young songwriter 
Dorothy LaBostrie to quickly pen 
some more radio-friendly lyrics.

Within 15 minutes and only three 
takes, Little Richard had recorded 
his defining hit, now with the tame 
lines: “Tutti frutti/Aw rootie … I’ve 
got a girl named Sue/She knows just 
what to do.”

‘True king’
The song – with its infectious 

rhythm, high decibel level and lin-
gering sense of naughtiness – trig-
gered an unprecedented reaction.

At a 1956 Baltimore concert, 
women threw underwear as police 
prevented fans from rushing the 
stage or leaping from the balcony 
in euphoria.

“Richard arrives and he’s attacking 
the piano, he’s banging on it. He’s 
not crooning, he’s screaming,” said 
Chris Morris, a music scholar who 
remastered his 1957 album Here’s 
Little Richard.

“There had never really been a fig-
ure who came out of R&B who was 
that extroverted or loud or wild.”

Richard followed with 1956’s Good 
Golly, Miss Molly.

But then he abruptly cancelled a 
tour and became a missionary for 
the evangelical Church of God.

His turn to religion complicated 
his relationship with the music 
world – but his legacy as a titan who 
ushered in a new musical age held.

Tributes poured in on Saturday, 
with Chic co-founder Nile Rodgers 
mourning “the loss of a true giant” 
and former president Bill Clinton 
hailing his “unforgettable charisma”.

Questlove of The Roots was more 
emphatic: “Little Richard is the true 
king. Long live the king.” AFP
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The flamboyant entertainer and showman described himself as the architect of rock ‘n’ roll. AFP

Richard was a major influence on musicians like Elvis Presley, Buddy Holly, The Beatles 
and Jerry Lee Lewis. AFP
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Prasac Microfinance Institution Plc donated 200 million riel 
(around $50,000) to the Cambodian Red Cross to mark World Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Day last Friday. The donation was part of 
Prasac’s regular corporate social responsibility programme. The 
microfinance institution is actively involved in a variety of charity 
campaigns, which include building library facilities, presenting 
awards to talented students and sponsoring the treatment of cleft 
lips and palates, as well as sponsoring National Reading Day and 
the National Bank of Cambodia’s Financial Literacy Awareness 
programme.

Prasac  donates 200M riel 
to Cambodian Red Cross
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Prasac Microfinance Institution Ltd listed its corporate bonds on the Cambodia Securities Exchange on May 5 – making it the sixth 
company to do so. The bonds will be traded under the CSX code “PRA23A”. Prasac is the largest microfinance deposit-taking institution 
in Cambodia, with around 180 branches nationwide.

Prasac   corporate bonds listed on CSX
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The Phnom Penh Post and the Securities and 
Exchange Commission of Cambodia (SECC) signed 
a memorandum of understanding (MoU) that will 
pave the way for a strong collaboration in promoting 
the growth of the Kingdom’s securities market. 
SECC director-general HE Sou Socheat and Post 
Media publisher and CEO Ly Tayseng jointly inked 
the MoU at the signing ceremony held at the SECC’s 
headquarters in Tuol Kork last Friday. Around 20 
representatives from both organisations attended 
the event, which was followed by a luncheon. The 
Phnom Penh Post’s executive editor-in-chief Joshua 
Purushotman and chief operating officer James Ong 
Soon Teck also attended the event.

Phnom Penh Post inks MoU with SECC to promote securities market
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Clothing for the Masses
  5 Whispered call
  9 Largest of the deer family
 14 Italian coin no more
 15 Perlman of “Canadian Bacon”
 16 Plenty sore
 17 Clapping animal
 18 Certain British noble
 19 Twangy, as a voice
 20 Overseas, e.g.
 23 Granola ingredients
 24 Actress Tilly
 25 Like an immodest bathing suit
 28 Utter loudly
 30 One in the family, informally
 33 Its capital is Oranjestad
 34 In short order
 35 “Arf!” equivalent
 36 Manage despite not having
 39 Garbage can emanation
 40 Cabbage kin
 41 Dishwasher cycle
 42 Message from the Titanic
 43 Wise guy

 44 Shiny cotton fabric
 45 Short snooze
 46 Rectangle or triangle part
 47 Like something in an  

unfamiliar place
 55 Compose
 56 Summit
 57 Lackawanna’s lake
 58 White heron
 59 Water fall?
 60 Hathaway of Hollywood
 61 Dilapidated
 62 Beginning for “while”
 63 They play ball together
DOWN
  1 To say nothing of
  2 In ___ of (replacing)
  3 Obnoxious young’un
  4 Old West staple
  5 Like the woman in a Roy Orbison 

classic
  6 Former Iranian rulers
  7 Damaged by drought
  8 Soft mineral
  9 Steps out of France?
 10 Long-armed beast
 11 Brewer’s kiln

 12 Regulus, for one
 13 Slippery and slithery
 21 Bad for you and then some
 22 Certain Arab
 25 Palms yielding starch
 26 System of principles
 27 They may be garaged
 28 Goblin or bugbear
 29 Rob on screen
 30 Trailblazing Daniel
 31 Shake awake
 32 Many times
 34 Hitch or glitch
 35 Chicken breast, e.g.
 37 Giraffe cousin
 38 Swap
 43 It’s supposed to come first
 44 Making no sound
 45 Famous
 46 Final Four matches
 47 Has bills
 48 Primal impulse
 49 Inexpensive swing, perhaps
 50 Weight allowance
 51 Bit of “Frank-enstein” makeup
 52 Eagle by the shore
 53 Pinta’s companion
 54 Abound

“UMP SAYS WHAT?” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution

Women hail victory 
as Sudan moves to 
ban genital cutting
H

aKam Ibrahim 
was seven when, 
like most Sudanese 
girls, she became a 

victim of female genital mu-
tilation (FGm) – an age-old 
practice decried as horrific 
that the post-revolution gov-
ernment is now banning.

a mother-of-four in her 40s, 
Ibrahim vividly recalls the 
traumatic experience of what 
remains a widespread ritual 
in parts of africa, the middle 
East and asia despite a con-
certed human rights cam-
paign to end it.

The night before it hap-
pened, Ibrahim remembers, 
women from her neighbour-
hood in the capital Khartoum 
were singing and ululating as 
they drew ceremonial henna 
tattoos on her hands.

On the day itself, she was 
taken to a small room where a 
woman in a white robe per-
formed the operation to remove 
Ibrahim’s external genitalia.

“I was put on a bed and felt 
excruciating pain jolting through 
my body,” she said. “The pain 
lasted an entire week.”

The practice has long been 
viewed, especially in rural 
communities, as a “rite of pas-
sage” for girls and a way to 
preserve their chastity.

In Sudan nearly nine out of 
10 girls fall victim to what is 
known as FGm or genital cut-
ting, the UN has said.

In its most brutal form, it 
involves the removal of the 
labia and clitoris, often in 
unsanitary conditions and 
without anaesthesia.

The wound is then sewn 
shut, often causing cysts and 
infections and leaving women 
to suffer severe pain during sex 
and childbirth complications 
later in life.

Rights groups have for years 

decried as barbaric the prac-
tice which can lead to myriad 
physical, psychological and 
sexual complications and, in 
the most tragic cases, death.

‘Rights violation’
Last week, Sudan’s cabinet 

approved amendments to the 
criminal code that would pun-
ish those who perform the 
operation with up to three 
years in prison and a fine.

It is expected to soon be 
ratified by Sudan’s transitional 
authorities.

The watershed move is part 
of reforms that have come 
since the ouster more than a 
year ago of strongman Omar 
al-Bashir after mass demon-
strations in which women took 
a leading role.

“It is a very important step 
for Sudanese women and 
shows that we have come a 
long way,” said women’s rights 
activist Zeinab Badreddin.

The UN Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) also welcomed the 
landmark decision.

“This practice is not only a 
violation of every girl child’s 
rights, it is harmful and has seri-
ous consequences for a girl’s 
physical and mental health,” 
said UNICEF representative in 
Khartoum abdullah Fadil.

The UN says FGm is wide-
spread in many countries 
across africa, the middle East 
and asia, affecting the lives of 
millions of girls and women.

In Sudan, rights campaigners 
say the custom has over the past 
three decades spread to remote 
regions where it was previously 
not practised, including Sudan’s 
Nuba mountains.

Political upheaval
In neighbouring Egypt, as in 

several other countries, genital 
cutting is now prohibited. a 

2008 law punishes it with up 
to seven years in prison.

Sudan’s anti-FGm advocates 
came close to a ban in 2015 
when a bill was discussed in 
parliament but then shot down 
by Bashir who caved in to pres-
sure from some Islamic clerics.

yet many religious leaders 
have spoken out against geni-
tal cutting over the years.

“Criminalising FGm does 
not contradict religion, and 
there is no [religious] text that 
permits female circumcision,” 
said 28-year-old rights activist 
Sherine abu Bakr.

“It is a practice that should 
be fought, especially with the 
change happening in the 
country.” 

Sudan has been shaken by 
political upheaval – most nota-
bly the april 2019 military 
ouster of Bashir following mass 
protests against his 30-year-
rule, and the dismantling of his 
ruling Islamist party. 

a transitional administra-
tion including a civilian-ma-
jority ruling body has since 
august taken the reins to steer 
the country through a moun-
tain of social, economic and 
political challenges.

“While we are very happy with 
the amendments, the law alone 
is not enough,” said manal 
abdel Halim of the Salima ini-
tiative fighting FGm in Sudan.

“We still need more commu-
nity awareness campaigns,” 
she added.

Badreddin also believes pun-
ishments should be extended 
to family members who pres-
sure their female relatives into 
undergoing the operations.

Ibrahim agreed. “I hope that 
the amendments help people 
realise that people should keep 
their girls in the good physical 
condition in which they were 
born,” she said. AFP

Sudanese women walk in the capital Khartoum’s district of Jureif Ghar. AFP
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Unlikely sports gain traction from gamblers
S

TaRVED of sport during 
the coronavirus pan-
demic, bookmakers and 
punters have turned 

their attention to the football 
backwaters of Nicaragua and 
Belarus – and they have proved 
an education for clients.

Sport in Europe has been 
particularly badly affected 
with the bookies’ two major 
sources of revenue – major 
football leagues and horse 
racing – suspended.

However, punters have tak-
en to betting on such unlikely 
fare as Diriangen against Wal-
ter Ferretti in the Nicaraguan 
championship.

as one bookmaker put it, 
some may “giggle” at the 
thought but for others it has 
been a godsend.

Keith O’Loughlin, a senior 
figure at SG Digital which 
supplies sportsbook plat-
forms and trading services to 
operators, says he has been 
encouraged by the figures he 
has seen across the globe.

“We have seen customers 
transferring in droves to alter-
native products,” O’Loughlin 
said on a videoconference at 
the Sports Betting Commu-
nity digital conference last 
week.

“We have customers in each 
region – asia Pacific, Europe 
and the USa.

“Customers in asiaPac hold 
70 to 80 per cent previous lev-
els of turnover, customers in 
Europe 30 to 50 per cent and 
the US anything from 15 to 45 
per cent.”

O’Loughlin puts this down 
to “people wanting to have 
a bit of fun” but at the same 
time bookies have acknowl-
edged that they feel more re-
assured if it is educated fun.

To that end, several have 
embarked on enlightening 
their clients on the ins and 
outs of Nicaraguan and Be-
larus football – two leagues 
that have continued to play 
through the crisis – and the 
who’s who of table tennis.

“We launched through one 
of our web radio stations a 
daily talk show to entertain 
customers stuck at home,” said 
Fabio Schivaolin, CEO of Ital-
ian bookmakers Snaitech Spa.

“It hosts talk about table 
tennis and the Nicaragua and 
Belarus championships to 
help give information to the 
clients to follow new markets 
and programmes.”

O’Loughlin said table tennis 
had been a big winner with 
their customers’ clients.

“The customer never had it 
before but now it takes a chunk 
of turnover,” he said. “It is in 
some respects replacing tennis.

“The biggest bet in tennis is 
who wins the next point and 
so it is for table tennis.

“With the rise of live betting 
round the world people want 
a quick hit.”

Jamie Shea, head of Sports 

Book Digital with US opera-
tor DraftKings Inc, says it has 
helped to educate punters 
about the sport.

“Table tennis clients have 
really embraced it and it is in-
teresting to see silver linings,” 
said Shea, who has been in the 
business for over 25 years.

“There are a lot of new fans 
for non traditional markets . . . 
Nicaraguan and Belarus foot-
ball, table tennis.

“a lot of people have used 
this time to really get to know 
who the players are.

“We have held a tutorial on 
how table tennis works as we 
found lots of tennis gamblers 
have moved there.

“I like it that there is a new 
fanbase for these sports in-
cluding darts.”

matt Fowler, Director of 
Integrity at the International 
Betting Integrity association 
(IBIa), has been astonished 
by the lure of table tennis.

“Table tennis being the 
highest volume product on 
a Saturday afternoon would 
have been ludicrous a few 
weeks ago,” he said.

William Woodhams, CEO 
of British operator Fitzdares 
Ltd, told aFP that while these 
niche markets had “made for 
some interesting press, in re-
ality they haven’t made up at 
all in the loss of mainstream 

sport”.
He also cautioned of the 

dangers of betting heavily on a 
league you don’t understand.

“I think watching the oc-
casional football match fills 
a void but really it is not the 
same thing. Punters want to 
win and knowledge is how 
they beat us. 

“you really wouldn’t want 
to bet a sizeable amount on 
teams where you can’t name 
a player.”

Nevertheless, Fitzdares have 
used experts to both price 
up those markets and supply 
background in a daily email.

Before Dinamo minsk played 
Neman Grodno in the Belarus 

league, their expert highlighted 
how the former had lost three 
of their first four games.

The expert hinted Dinamo’s 
poor form may be down to the 
fact that ultras are critics of al-
exander Lukashenko, the au-
thoritarian leader of Belarus.

“’The league table doesn’t 
lie’ might genuinely not apply 
in Belarus, given the levels of 
propaganda at play!” noted 
the expert in a tongue-in-
cheek comment.

The leagues’ moment in the 
sun may be short-lived though.

“They will dart back into 
the obscurity from where they 
emerged,” said Jason Scott of US 
operator Roar Digital LLC. AFP

Japan’s Miu Hirano (right) and Kasumi Ishikwa (left) play against Hong Kong’s Hoi Kem Doo and Ho Ching Lee (not pictured). Table tennis has become a popular choice for bettors. afp

Holyfield to return to ring 
for charity, is Tyson next?
FOUR-time heavyweight box-
ing champion Evander Holy-
field says he is making a ring 
comeback for charity at age 57, 
hoping to help first responders 
and children combat the coro-
navirus pandemic.

and it could set the stage for 
a third fight against mike Tys-
on more than 20 years after the 
originals.

Holyfield said he would fight 
in exhibition matches to raise 
support for Unite4OurFight, 
which helps learning and emo-
tional development projects 
aimed at children whose 
schooling was disrupted by the 
deadly virus outbreak.

“are you ready? The moment 
you’ve all been waiting for . . . 
The Champ is back!” Holyfield 

posted on Twitter. “I’d like to 
announce that I will be making 
a comeback to the ring. I will 
be fighting in exhibition 
matches for a great cause.”

Holyfield’s move comes after 
Tyson, 53, was shown training 
and saying he wanted to make 
a charity comeback in exhibi-
tion bouts.

Holyfield has not fought 
since stopping Danish fighter 
Brian Nielsen in the 10th 
round at Copenhagen in 2011, 
improving his record to 44-10 
with two drawn.

He last owned one of the 
three major heavyweight 
crowns in early 2001 after 
beating John Ruiz for the World 
Boxing association (WBa) title 
in august 2000.

Holyfield stopped mike Tyson 
in the 11th round in 1996 to win 
the WBa title and then won a 
1997 rematch when Tyson was 
disqualified for biting.

Two of Holyfield’s other big-
gest fights came in 1999 when 
he fought a controversial draw 
with Lennox Lewis in New york 
for the undisputed heavy-
weight crown, then lost to the 
British star by unanimous 
decision eight months later in 
Las Vegas.

“my name was made on 
fighting,” Holyfield said on 
the charity’s website. “It’s 
time I bring that fighter out 
with the man I have always 
been. It’s time to step up as 
citizens need help like never 
before.” AFP Evander Holyfield (left) and Mike Tyson could be set for an unlikely third boxing match. getty images/afp
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aUSTRaLIa’S Daniel Ricciardo 
anticipates “chaos”, “rust” and 
“adrenaline” should the 2020 For-
mula One season start at last.

The global spread of the 
coronavirus has already led to 
10 races, of what was to have 
been a record 22-event cham-
pionship, being either can-
celled or postponed.

Officials at the FIa, motor-
sport’s world governing body, 
are hoping to launch the sea-
son behind closed doors in 
austria on July 5.

“[It will be] some form of 
chaos, hopefully in a control-
led manner,” the Renault driv-
er told BBC Radio Five Live.

“I am not really referencing 
cars everywhere. But there is 
going to be so much rust, a 
combination of emotion, 
excitement, eagerness.”

Ricciardo, waiting out the 
crisis on his farm near Perth, 
Western australia, believes a 
dramatic season-opener is in 
prospect at the Red Bull Ring.

“Everyone is going to be ready 
to go,” he said. “you are going 
to get some guys who perform 
on that level of adrenaline and 

others who might not.
“So you’re going to get some 

bold overtakes, some miscal-
culated ones.

“you’re going to see a bit of 
everything, I’m sure.”

Even though the pandemic 
means it has been several 
months since Ricciardo was 
on a race track, the 30-year-old 
believes his experience of eight 
full seasons of Grand Prix rac-
ing means he will be in the 
right physical condition 
should the 2020 campaign 
finally get underway.

Ricciardo said: “If this was 
my first year or two in F1, if I 
was still not completely adapt-
ed to it, my answer would be 
yes [it would take me time to 
get used to driving again].

“But winter testing is nor-
mally a good reference point. 
my first few winter testings, 
day one always felt like a bit of 
a shock to the system again. 
and the further my career has 
gone on, the less of a shock 
that has been.

“The rookies, the first-year, 
second-year guys, will feel it a 
little bit more,” he said. AFP

athletes demand investigation 
over murder of black jogger
T

Om BRaDy joined 
dozens of athletes on 
Friday in calling for a 
US federal investiga-

tion into the shooting death 
of an unarmed black jogger 
whose killing was captured on 
a video that triggered outrage.

a letter by the NFL Play-
ers Coalition, established in 
2017 to campaign for social 
and racial justice, was sent 
to attorney General William 
Barr demanding action over 
the slaying of 25-year-old ah-
maud arbery in February.

arbery was killed as he ran in 
broad daylight through a resi-
dential neighbourhood in the 
town of Brunswick, Georgia.

The white father and son who 
chased arbery and shot him, 
Gregory and Travis mcmichael, 
were arrested and charged with 
murder on Thursday after the 
emergence of cell phone foot-
age which showed the killing.

In its letter to Barr on Friday, 
the Players Coalition said a 
federal investigation was nec-
essary to restore confidence 
in the justice system.

Local authorities had been 
criticised for their failure to 
arrest or charge the mcmi-
chaels prior to the release of 
the damning video footage.

“The local investigation into 
this case is marred by conflicts, 
inaction … and the current 
prosecutor’s total failure to act 
until social media forced his 
hand,” Players Coalition co-
founder anquan Boldin wrote 
in the letter to Barr.

“The local police force can 
never be independent, as 
the elder-mcmichael used to 
work there . . . If people are 
to have faith in the justice 
system, the Department of 
Justice must act with the FBI 
leading the investigation.”

Superstar quarterback 
Brady was among dozens 
of current and former NFL 
players who co-signed the 
letter along with several fig-

ures from the NBa, including 
Golden State Warriors head 
coach Steve Kerr.

The Players Coalition letter 
comes after a furious outcry 
across the US led by political 
figures, celebrities and athletes.

“We’re literally hunted EV-

ERyDay/EVERyTImE we step 
foot outside the comfort of 
our homes!” basketball great 
LeBron James said on Ins-
tagram. “Can’t even go for a 
damn jogman! Like WTF are 
you kidding me?!?!”

Democratic presidential 

hopeful Joe Biden also called 
for justice.

“The video is clear – ah-
maud arbery was killed in 
cold blood,” Biden wrote on 
Twitter. “my heart goes out to 
his family, who deserve justice 
and deserve it now.” AFP

Legendary ‘Peaches’ pitcher mary Pratt dies at 101
maRy PRaTT, believed to be 
one of the last surviving mem-
bers of the women’s baseball 
league which was celebrated 
in the Hollywood film “a 
League of Their Own”, has 
died. She was 101. 

The baseball icon Pratt 
pitched in the 1940s for the 
Rockford Peaches, one of the 
original teams in the all-amer-
ican Girls Professional Base-
ball League (aaGPBL). She 
was the last surviving member 
of the Peaches.

She died peacefully in her sleep 
at the John Scott Nursing home 
in Quincy, massachusetts.

“We are terribly sad to report 
that former Rockford Peaches 
and Kenosha Comets pitcher, 

mary Pratt passed away on 
may 6th. She was 101 years 
old,” the aaGPBL wrote on its 
Twitter account.

“mary was the last known 
original Peaches player that 
played on the 1943 team. Her 
stories, her energy will be 
missed for a long time.” 

The league was immortal-
ised in the 1992 film which was 
directed by Penny marshall 
and starred Tom Hanks and 
Geena Davis. 

Born in 1918 in Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, Pratt joined the 
inaugural season of the aaG-
PBL and pitched for five years 
(1943-1947).

She later served on the aaG-
PBL’s board of directors and 

became a pioneer in fighting 
for equal opportunities for 
girls and women in sports.

In her youth, she played 
basketball, softball, volley-
ball, lacrosse, field hockey 
and tennis. 

She has been inducted into 
the New England Sports muse-
um, Boston University Hall of 
Fame, and Boston Garden Hall 
of Fame.

at her 100th birthday party 
in 2018 she reflected fondly on 
her time as an athlete.

“The good things I used to 
think about sports . . . memories, 
you live on with them, because 
baseball is baseball, whether it’s 
today, or tomorrow or 50 years 
ago,” she said. AFP

Ricciardo says expects 
‘chaos’, ‘rust’ when 
F1 gets back on track

NFL’s Tom Brady has joined dozens of athletes in calling on the US Department of Justice to investigate the 
murder of a black jogger in the US state of Georgia. getty imAges/AFP

A league of their own – Mary Pratt (bottom row fourth from left) was a baseball icon in the All Girls 
Professional Baseball League (AAGPBL) in the 1940s. nAtionAl bAsebAll hAll oF FAme

Australia’s Daniel Ricciardo said he expects a lot of adrenaline when 
the Formula One season gets rolling. AFP
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