
SINCE the beginning of the epi-
demic, researchers across the 
world have been tracing the spread 
of the coronavirus through waste-
water and sewage.

From the first outbreak in China, 
several scientific studies have 
picked up the clear presence of 
Covid-19 in patients’ stools.

Testing human waste could now 
become a key way of tracking the 
pandemic’s spread – and a pre-
cious early warning system for a 
feared second wave.

Researchers have found genetic 
traces of Sars-CoV-2 – as the virus is 
officially known – in wastewater in 
toilets, sewers and sewage farms from 
Brisbane to Paris and Amsterdam.

These discoveries pose “no risk” 
to public health, insisted Luca 
Lucentini, water quality director at 
the Italian Institute Superior of 
Health (ISS) after several tests came 
up positive in Rome and Milan.

Experts say drinking water in 
countries with strict treatment 
procedures is also safe.

While the presence of the virus 
in faeces does not mean that it can 
be transmitted through it, being 
exposed to effluent “could pose a 
health risk”, warned researchers 
Willemijn Lodder and Ana Maria 
de Roda Husman from the Dutch 
Centre for Infectious Diseases 
Control in a paper in The Lancet.

The centre reported late last 
month that it detected genetic 
material from the virus in waste-
water in Amsterdam.

But the pair also insist that waste-
water could a precious “data source, 
indicating if the virus is circulating
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Long Kimmarita

T
HE UN has expressed 
support for the gov-
ernment’s expansion 
of social protection 

agendas to include the most 
vulnerable groups such as 
workers in the informal econ-
omy and migrant workers 
who have returned amid the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

UN Resident Coordinator to 
Cambodia Pauline Tamesis 

said this during a meeting 
between an inter-ministerial 
task force led by Minister of 
Health Mam Bun Heng and 
more than 20 partner organisa-
tions under the UN umbrella.

Tamesis said the pandemic 
has more severe impacts on 
those who are already at risk 
– women, children, youths, the 
elderly, low-income workers, 
those in the informal economy, 
and people with disability and 
underlying illnesses.

“I commend the government 
in bringing forward sizeable fis-
cal stimulus measures, which 
feature a large expansion in 
social protection spending.

“The UN looks forward to 
working closely with the gov-
ernment in expanding this 
agenda to protect other vul-
nerable groups, such as infor-
mal-sector workers and 
returning migrants,” she said.

She said health and social 
protection measures in other 

virus-hit countries have proven 
to be essential not only to con-
tain the disease and provide 
income security to those most 
affected but also to ensure the 
economy was able to weather 
the current and future crises.

Tamesis said the fiscal 
measures are designed as 
investments in system trans-
formation for long-term 
development and as an emer-
gency response that helps the 
gover n ment ef fect ively 

address challenges posed by 
Covid-19.

She said although there has 
been no sign of coronavirus 
spread among communities, 
this could change quickly. She 
warned that a community-
wide spread is not impossible 
and called on Cambodia to 
prepare for a possible worst-
case scenario and adjust its 
response to Covid-19 accordingly.

UN nod for social funding

Sales of PPE take nosedive               
Thou Vireak 

SOME Phnom Penh business-
es say that sales of personal 
protective equipment (PPE) 
such as sanitiser, handwash-
ing gels and facemasks have 
dropped in the last two weeks 
after the Ministry of Health 
announced that there have 
been no Covid-19 cases.

However, the ministry is still 
urging people to practice 
proper sanitation and keep 
social distancing to prevent 

the spread of Covid-19.
Since the epidemic started 

late last year, some Phnom 
Penh healthcare vendors have 
taken the opportunity to earn 
a tidy profit from the sale of 
sanitiser, gels and masks. 
However, the business seems 
to be currently slow.

Srey Leak, an online 
retailer, said she has about 
1,000 bottles of handwash-
ing gels in stock and hasn’t 
been able to offload them 
since mid-April.

She said in March, she sold 
about 200 bottles a week of 
250ml virus-killing gels for 
$8 per bottle, but now 100ml 
of hand-washing gel goes for 
$3 or doesn’t sell at all.

“I believe that I cannot sell 
the handwashing gel because 
buyers have not run out of 
their supplies. It may also be 
related to the drop in Covid-
19 infections in our country,” 
she said.

Another vendor who 
asked not to be named said 

in early April, 200 boxes of 
masks sold in just two days, 
but now the masks and gels 
are not selling well.

“More than 200 bottles of 
handwashing gel are still in 
stock, and I have stopped 
importing them. I under-
stand that most people pre-
fer to wash their hands with 
soap instead of spending 
money on alcohol and hand-
washing gels,” he said.
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Rush hour
people wait in queue to apply for driving licences at a shopping mall in phnom penh. there has been a surge in applications for 
driving lessons and vehicle inspections over the past two days as a new sub-decree on traffic law takes effect. Pich Socheat
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In the meanwhile, she said the 
government needs to take meas-
ures to end the pandemic and 
reduce Covid-19 impacts on 
health and the socio-economy 
to a minimum.

“We hope everything will be 
better. But [we] have to be pre-
pared for a serious case. Moreo-
ver, the socio-economic implica-
tions, specifically rising 
unemployment and poverty, are 
likely to be exacerbated by Cam-
bodia’s income distribution, with 
a large number of people subsist-
ing close to the poverty line.

“The situation is made more 
challenging by Cambodia’s nas-
cent social protection system, 
which had only just begun to 

evolve and grow,” she said.
During the meeting, Bun 

Heng also applauded the US for 
joining Cambodia in close col-
laboration to prevent, stop and 
respond to the Covid-19 situa-
tion as well as mitigate impacts 
from the pandemic.

“Even though the Covid-19 situ-
ation in Cambodia has somewhat 
subsided, the government contin-
ues to implement measures most 
rigorously and strictly to contain 
the pandemic,” he said.

To mitigate Covid-19 impacts, 
he said the government has pro-
vided $30 million for the Minis-
try of Health’s emergency rescue 
foundation. The government 
has also prepared between $800 
million and $2 billion to revive 
the economy.
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Ry Sochan

MINISTER of Interior Sar 
Kheng advised subordinate 
officials on Thursday to con-
tinue working together and 
dividing roles and duties to 
streamline efficiency. He said 
the number of officials fol-
lowing his directive had in-
creased remarkably.

The Facebook page of the 
Ministry of Interior said Sar 
Kheng would review and 
evaluate the roles and work-
ing formalities of officials who 
are at the levels of secretaries 
of state, under-secretaries of 
state and general directors. 

Sar Kheng, who is also the 
deputy prime minister, said 
officials were to be delegated 
duties at the general depart-
ments or similar units under 
the ministry at its and the 
government’s request.

He said that besides taking 
responsibility for work in the 
ministry, its officials had con-
nected activities with local 
people daily to learn about 
their joys and pains and ac-
tual lives. 

Secretary of state Sok Setha 
told The Post on Thursday 
that, in the past, the ministry 
had highlighted the working 
formalities at the ministry. 
But in order to streamline 
work efficiency, the ministry 

had adjusted work in line with 
development and growth at 
each institution. 

He said Sar Kheng had ad-
vised the ministry’s officials 
to strive to collaborate on 
work at the general depart-
ments according to their roles 
and duties as stipulated by 
the law.  

Setha said the ministry cur-
rently has 24 secretaries of 
state and 43 under-secretar-
ies of state.

affiliated Network for So-
cial accountability execu-
tive director San Chey said 
the ministry provides many 
public services and is also in 
the frontline to carry out re-
forms. “It has to go through a 
standard work performance 
evaluation system that is ac-
ceptable,” he said.

He said the limit of the 
number of the secretaries of 
state, the under-secretaries of 
state and directors of an insti-
tution was to be made based 
on the work-performance 
evaluation system.

“Overall, I acknowledge 
that the ministry is the one to 
provide a great many public 
services. But the decentrali-
sation of the other ministries 
seems limited. Their work at 
the local levels should have 
been large, but instead, it’s 
small,” he said.

Interior minister 
urges efficiency

Government stays course in Covid-19 fight

ICRC seeks aid for prisons
Khorn Savi

T
HE International 
Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) is 
asking charities and 

development partners for 
$160,000 to purchase hygiene 
kits for Cambodian prisons. 

In January, the ICRC donated 
$230,000 worth of hygiene kits 
and supplies to prisons, but 
they will only last for about 
two-and-a-half more months.

The donations included 
221 barrels of calcium hydro-
carbons, waterproof coats, 
boots, gloves, medical glass-
es, and masks. 

On Wednesday, the ICRC 
donated 7,300 surgical gowns 
to the General Department of 
Prisons.

“We call on international 
organisations and charities to 
join our efforts. The most im-
portant thing is to buy $166,000 
worth of hygiene kits,” ICRC’s 
mission head in Cambodia Ro-
man Paramonov said.

General Department of Pris-
ons spokesman Nuth Savana 
said the hygiene kits were a pre-
cautionary measure for prisons 

for the next three months.
“We are better protected 

than treated. While the gov-
ernment provided sanitiser 
according to plan, we need 
external involvement to pro-
vide alcohol, N95 masks, 

chlorine, and personal pro-
tective equipment. So there 
needs to be participation 
from development partners,” 
Savana said.

He said the government can 
also provide detergents, ther-

mometers, and sanitising gels.
Currently, Cambodia has 28 

prisons with 38,000 detainees 
and 4,000 prison staff. There 
have been no reported Covid-
19 infections in the prisons 
thus far.

The Internationl Committee of the Red Cross expects prisons to run out of key supplies in July. The most     
essential items needed in the prisons are sanitisers, N95 masks and personal protective equipment. icrc

Stung Treng court charges, releases officer
Voun Dara

MaJOR-GENERaL Chan Sam ath was 
found guilty of violating the Forestry 
Law by the Stung Treng Provincial Court 
on Wednesday, but he will not be impris-
oned because of poor health due to 
abdominal surgery.

Sam ath was first detained on april 23 
for clearing 70ha of state forest in anlong 
Chrey commune’s Sralao village in Thala 
Barivat district.

Stung Treng Provincial Court chief yar 
Narin confirmed that Sam ath had been 
found guilty by the court but won’t face jail 
time. Instead, he will be released under 

court supervision.
“The court has ruled him unfit for jail 

because of his health. We decided to 
release him on april 29. He was seriously 
sick because he had stomach surgery. So 
we cannot put him in jail, otherwise, he 
could die,” Narin said.

Narin didn’t mention the exact articles of 
the Forestry Law Sam ath had violated.

Rights group adhoc provincial coordi-
nator Bey Vanny regretted the court’s 
decision to not imprison Sam ath.

He said such practices show a difference 
between the legal procedure for officials 
and ordinary people. In the past, ordinary 
people committing wrongdoings were 
often detained without exception.

“This shows that the enforcement of the 
law is a relief for senior officials who are com-
mitting crimes. The court is not willing to 
enforce the law seriously.

“The public are subject to detention. The 
law has two standards – one for officials and 
another for ordinary people,” Vanny said.

He demanded that the court enforce the 
law equally to both officials and citizens and 
said the speech and policies of Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen have always suggested that 
any civil servant found committing wrong-
doings should be subject to legal procedures 
and possibly removed from his position.Major-general Chan Sam Ath was detained on April 23 for clearing 70ha of state forest. fresh news

Minister of Health Mam Bun Heng applauded the US for joining   
Cambodia to help prevent the spread of Covid-19. hong menea

Sar Kheng said he would review the roles of secretaries of state, 
under-secretaries of state and general directors. sar kheng/facebook



Khouth Sophak Chakrya 

CLIMATE change has led to 
droughts in many parts of the 
world, and Cambodia is not an 
exception. Hence, the Ministry 
of Water Resources and Meteor-
ology has developed a plan for 
more irrigation systems and a 
reservoir dam intended to settle 
the water shortage problem for 
farmers in affected areas.

Kampong Cham provincial 
Department of Water Resources 
and Meteorology director Om 
Vibol told The Post on Wednesday 
that drought in the last few years 
has caused problems for around 
3,200 families in Prey Chhor and 
Cheung Prey districts as their 
crops don’t get enough water.

He said to promote the living 
standards of the people, the 
ministry and the provincial 
department have intervened 
to repair a reservoir dam locat-
ed at the border between Che-
ung Prey district’s Prey Char 
commune and Prey Chhor dis-
trict’s Samrong commune.

“At the moment, our team is 
re-digging and repairing the 
reservoir dam to meet the needs 
of the people in both districts. 
This dam can store at least 13 
million cubic metres which can 
provide water to 3,000ha in that 
area,” Vibol said.

He said the repairs to the 
4km-long dam will be finished 
in September along with a 
road to transport agricultural 

products in the area.
Kampong Cham governor 

Un Chanda told The Post that 
the dam will store water and 
improve the living standards 
of farmers who grow rice and 
vegetables.

“It is not just a benefit to the 
agricultural sector but also 
provides benefits for the tour-
ism and transportation sectors 
because alongside the dam is 
a road,” he said.

Chanda said the develop-
ment of the water irrigation 
system and the dam repairs 
are the appropriate solutions 
for a country which has agri-
cultural potential and where 
80 per cent of the population 
is made up of farmers. 
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The sales staff at the Keo 
Nimol Baby & Kids branch near 
Phsar Kabko market in Cham-
karmon district also concurred 
that such items have not sold 
well in recent weeks. 

“I think people bought enough 
for a while. On the other hand, 
people have changed to wash-
ing their hands with soap as 
they can save some money,” a 
staff member said.

She said 60ml bottles of 
sanitiser and hand-washing 
liquid sell for $3 and on aver-
age she could sell about 30 
bottles a week.

As of April 30, no new cases 
have been reported and the 
Ministry of Health said the 
number of recovered patients 
had risen to 119 out of a total 
of 122 who were infected with 
Covid-19.

Still, the Ministry of Com-
merce continues to monitor 
the circulation of black market 
products, including fake alco-
hol, handwashing gels, and 
masks that do not have qual-
ity certificates and import per-
mits from the ministry.

People turn 
to soap to 
cut down 
expenses

CCF in dire need of rice donations
Voun Dara

T
HE Cambodian Chil-
dren’s Fund (CCF), 
which assists poorer 
communities, is fac-

ing financial hardships due to 
the outbreak of Covid-19.

CCF’s director of commu-
nity relations Hoy Leanghoin 
said the organisation is pro-
viding support to 12,000 com-
munity members, and despite 
donations from charities in 
Cambodia, it needs more.

“We have financially as-
sisted 3,000-4,000 people 
directly affected by the crisis 
in the community. In the CCF 
community, there have been 
no Covid-19 cases.

“The CCF hopes that Cam-
bodia can be successful in 
combating Covid-19. We are 
still in need of support from 
donors from domestic and 
international sectors. The 
most important need for us is 
food and rice.

“The outbreak of Covid-
19 has had a major financial 
impact in the region. Many of 
our community members are 
rubbish scavengers and there 
are now no buyers for their 
recycled materials. 

“As a result, many of our 
community members have 
lost their income. We are 
looking for everything they 
need to get through this pe-
riod, including food and rent 
support, but especially rice,” 
Leanghoin said.

Despite these obstacles, the 

CCF said the Covid-19 crisis 
has brought people together 
in Cambodia too.

During the crisis, CCF re-
ceived several donations 
from generous locals includ-
ing 5,700kg of rice, food, 
cooking oils and fresh water. 
But most of CCF’s donations 

come from overseas, creating 
a large hole in supplies.

“In our international do-
nors’ countries, there have 
been spikes in unemploy-
ment and business closures, 
which have led to a decline 
in our revenues,” Leanghoin 
said.

Meng Rim, a 49-year-old 
widow from Prey Veng prov-
ince who has five children, 
has been receiving assistance 
from CCF for seven years. 

“The organisation usually 
doesn’t  charge me rent and 
gives me rice every month. 
But this month I haven’t got-

ten anything yet, ” she said. 
Rim said that normally 

the organisation provides 
her with 20kg of rice and 
clothes for her children ev-
ery month. 

During major festivals, it 
also provides her with money 
to visit her hometown.

CCF said it is providing support to 12,000 community members, and despite donations from charities in Cambodia, it needs more. ccf

K Cham tackles drought 
with dam, irrigation systems

Workers repair a reservoir dam in Kampong Cham province. kampong cham provincial hall
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Soth Koemsoeun 

a GROUP of 143 families from 
Saang district’s Kraing yov com-
mune in Kandal province have ap-
pealed to the authorities for help 
to recoup land fees owed to them 
by traders from land deals made 
last year.

One of the families, who chose to 
remain anonymous, said they had 
sold over 100ha of land which they 
had relied on for their livelihoods 
since 1992 to a group of unidenti-
fied traders at affordable prices.

They agreed to sell the land for 
$40,000 to $60,000 per hectare.  The 
traders initially paid 20 per cent of 
the cost in mid-2019, but refused 
to pay more.

The family said the traders had 
promised to pay 40 per cent in one 
month, and the remaining 60 per 
cent at a later date. 

“I don’t know the land traders. 
They said they represented a very 
big company and bought the land 
to build a factory. We agreed to sell 
it to them right away.

“Now, I don’t know how to de-
mand the rest of the money be-
cause I already registered my 
thumbprint transferring owner-
ship to them. I would like to appeal 
to the authorities to intervene in 
our problems,” one of the family 
members said. 

another resident said many of 
the contracts with the traders have 
now expired.

Not only did the traders fail to pay, 
they told the land sellers they were 
now only willing to pay $10,000 per 

hectare, the resident said.
“We are afraid of losing land be-

cause traders might take it and sell 
it to other companies,” he said.

Kraing yov commune chief Lun 
Leang told The Post on Thursday that 
a group of traders are indeed selling 
over 100ha of land in the area, which 
includes Toul Ponrey reservoir.  

He said although they had been 
using the land since 1992, authori-
ties never issued land titles to them.

“I will discuss [the matter] with 
the top level fist, but I don’t know 
how it will be solved. I once told 
them not to sell the land to traders 
or companies from afar. 

“Be careful of tricksters, I told 
them.  Selling to locals is better. 
But if residents want to sell it, the 
authorities won’t prohibit them. 
They can sell it, but I don’t agree to 
issuing hard titles,” he said.

Trapaing Ko village chief Kun 
Kim said on Thursday that origi-
nally, the land was a reservoir to be 
used in the commune.

In 1990, the authorities dug a 
canal to the reservoir and handed 
it over to residents in 1992.  There 
were no transfers of hard titles and 
residents were expected to buy and 
sell it to other residents in local ar-
eas if they wished.

“I cannot solve the matter for them 
because the authorities informed 
them that they should sell it to fellow 
residents. Don’t sell it to others from 
afar because we don’t know their 
hearts, the authorities said. 

“I think they sold this land be-
cause the traders gave them high 
prices,” he said.

Families allege fraud 
in Kandal land deals

motorists rush for licences
Khorn Savi

I
N LIGHT of a new traffic sub-
decree which will raise fines 
for traffic violations on may 1, 
a surge of people applied for 

driving lessons, licences and vehicle 
inspections over the past two days, 
said the ministry of Public Works and 
Transport.

The ministry said in a Facebook 
post that all vehicle inspection ser-
vice centres will stay open seven days 
a week, starting from monday.

The Phnom Penh Public Works and 
Transport department confirmed on 
Thursday that applications for driv-
ing lessons and licences had tripled 
over the past two days.

General Department of Land Trans-
port director Chhoun Von said on 
Thursday: “I don’t have an exact figure 
now. But I received information that be-
tween 130 and 300 vehicles have been 
visiting auto centres in the city for in-
spections and licence applications.

“In the provinces, 40 to 50 are arriv-
ing each day, compared to just a few 
a day normally.”

The ministry requested that people 
practice social distancing, maintain 
good hygiene, and wear face masks 
while visiting the centres.

Responding to criticism that the in-
creased fines will put more of a burden 
on people already dealing with Covid-
19, minister of Interior and head of 
the National Road Safety Committee 
Sar Kheng said taking citizens’ money 
was not the main objective.

Sar Kheng said at a ministry meet-
ing that the sub-decree was passed 
in response to last year’s increase in 
traffic accidents.

He noted the severity of the acci-

dents, saying they created orphans 
and caused families great pain.

The ministry, the National Police, 
and traffic police, he said, have a duty 
to ensure the people’s safety.

“Police will not stop our compa-
triots who respect traffic laws. The 
innocent can travel smoothly. Only 
when motorists disobey the traffic 
laws will they be stopped and asked 
for their documents,” he said.

The new sub-decree states that those 
who drive without a licence or with a 
suspended or revoked licence would 
be fined 1.2 million riel ($294) for small 
cars, and 2.4 million riel for lorries.

Drivers with an expired licence 
or an incorrect licence will be fined 
180,000 riel for small cars and 375,000 
riel for lorries.

In a Thursday Facebook post, 
Prime minister Hun Sen said people 
must have valid driver’s licences and 
have their vehicles inspected if they 
want to avoid fines.

The government has prepared 
3,919 police personnel to enforce the 
new sub-decree.

Last year, traffic accidents killed 
1,981 people and injured 6,141. In 
2018, 1,761 traffic deaths and 4,770 
injuries were reported.

Vehicles at an inpection centre in Phnom Penh’s Sen Sok district. General Department of 
Land Transport director Chhoun Von said between 130 and 300 vehicles have been  
visiting auto centres in the city for inspections and licence applications. Heng CHivoan
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T
HE Supreme Council 
for Consultation and 
Recommendations, 
which is made up of 

16 political parties, has urged 
the government to look into 
inaction and illegal activity 
by corrupt officials that the 
council said is leading to a 
dual legal system.

The claim was made in a 
press release following the 
Council’s meeting at the 
Prime Minister’s office on 
Wednesday and chaired by 
the president of the Khmer 
Rise Party.

It claimed that the effective-
ness of law enforcement is 
not universal to all, making it 
clear to the public that there 
are two sets of standards. 

It said the government 
and law enforcement offi-
cials at all levels have abused 
their power and committed 
wrongdoing without any 
punishment. 

“The issue facing the jus-
tice system is a lack of atten-
tion to solving the problems 
of the people as some public 
administration officials are 
involved in their own inter-
ests, which encourages them 
to protect themselves from 
malpractice,” it said.

The Council said after 
studying the facts, the law and 
the evidence, it submitted a 
report to Prime Minister Hun 
Sen that claimed directives to 
authorities to solve problems 

have proven “worthless”.
“In this case, we looked 

at directives that had been 
entrusted to the Ministry of 
National Assembly-Senate 
Relations and Inspection. 
Only two directives have been 
received and resolved with 
transparency, fairness and 
quickly,” the Council said.

It also said that uncertainty 
in the directives was the main 
reason for institutions be-
ing able to escape going by 
the fact that the Council had 
found that officials did not 
resolve issues according to 
applicable law, distorted the 
facts of the Council’s study 
and committed obstruction.

Ministry of Justice spokes-
man Chin Malin told The Post 
on Thursday that the Minis-
try of Justice had met several 
times with the Council.

He said he had no response 
to the Council’s accusations 
and was unaware of any rea-
son for such a judgment. He 
asked that the Council file cas-
es that it felt were unfair, inac-
curate and had two standards 
and work directly with the 
ministry to find a solution.

“For those working in the 
field of justice itself, we want to 
be clear about who committed 
the crime and which officials 
committed offences and did 
not receive punishment. Then 

we can find a solution.
“If the Council just says 

things in general without any 
specifics, we don’t know how 
to respond,” he said.

The president of the Khmer 
Rise Party, Sok Sovann Vatha-
na Sabung, defended its press 
release saying he used to file 
cases to the relevant minis-
tries, including the Ministry 
of Justice, but the results were 
unacceptable.

“Particularly when the gov-
ernment decides to issue 
directives to relevant institu-
tions to solve an issue, there 
are very few cases that have 
been successfully resolved 
transparently,” he said.
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The Supreme Council for Consultation and Recommendations says crimes by local officials must end. facebook

A body was found in the forest on Wednesday at Samrung commune, Prey Nop district, Preah Sihanouk 
province. poLIce

Council claims corruption

S’ville police searching for a killer
Kim Sarom

PREAH Sihanouk provincial 
police are searching for a mur-
der suspect after a body was 
found in the forest on Wednes-
day at Samrung commune, 
Prey Nop district, Preah Siha-
nouk province. 

Deputy provincial police 
chief Kol Phally on Thursday 
identified the victim as Phat 
Phearak, 19, and that police 
have launched an investiga-
tion. “We are trying to identify 
the suspect to bring him to 
justice,” he said. 

Prey Nop district police chief 
Huor yai could not be reached 
for comment. However, the vic-
tim’s mother, Chan Da, 43, told 

the police that her son worked 
at a small private company in 
the Veal Rinh commune.

He owned an old motorbike 
and disappeared two days 
before he was found. She did not 
know where he was, said yai. 

“He is a good boy and not a 
drug addict,” the mother was 
quoted telling the police. “I 
tried to find him but I did not 
hear the news about him. I was 
told a person died and I went 
to see and knew it was my son,” 
Da’s police statement said. 

Preah Sihanouk provincial 
police say they checked the body 
and saw a bruise on his head 
from being hit with a hard object. 
Near the body, there were mate-
rials for using drugs, including a 

bottle of water and straws.
yai said police cannot 

assume if the victim knew his 
assailant. “It won’t be clear 
until we have detained the 
offender,” he said.

Samrung commune police 
chief Pov Sovann said on 
Thursday that the body was 
found at 1:00pm the previous 
day in a forest near a moun-
tain, which was 1km from the 
village. He did not know when 
the victim was killed.  

“Even I, the commune police 
chief, could only patrol the 
surroundings of the area, but 
I was not allowed to go near 
the body,” he said. 

The victim’s mother identi-
fied the deceased.

Drug traffickers 
busted in capital
Soth Koemsoeun

ANTI-DRUG police have sent 
a couple to the Phnom Penh 
Municipal Court for producing 
and trafficking nearly 60kg of 
drugs which were seized in the 
capital’s Por Sen Chey district 
on Wednesday.

National Police anti-drug 
department director Loek Van-
nak told The Post on Thursday 
that the police had arrested 
Lee Kwan Fuk from Hong 
Kong, and his wife Thet Thet 
Hlaing on Wednesday.

He said the couple were 
ringleaders in a drug produc-
tion operation.

Police confiscated 57kg of 
ecstasy and two drug-produc-
ing machines from the couple 
on Wednesday.

“We already questioned the 
two suspects, and we are pre-
paring to send them to court 
on Friday to be charged for 

drug trafficking. 
“Police experts are continuing 

with the investigation to find 
those involved and bring them to 
justice,” Vannak said, adding that 
the couple had rented a house for 
five months in the city.

In a separate case, local media 
reported that an Oddar Meanchey 
provincial court clerk had been 
caught trafficking dugs and was 
arrested by provincial police. 

But provincial police chief 
Men Ly denied the report. 

He told The Post on Thurs-
day that the report was intend-
ed to defame provincial court 
officials. 

He admitted a man involved 
with drug trafficking had 
appeared in a picture shared 
on social media, but he was 
not a court official.

“No, the man in the picture 
was not [a court clerk], don’t 
be confused. He is a villager in 
Samrong district,” Ly said.

The couple, which was caught with 60kg of drugs, got their date in court 
on Friday. poLIce 



May Kunmakara

A
utomotive, heavy 
equipment, engineer-
ing and food services 
conglomerate RmA 

(Cambodia) Plc (RmAC) on 
thursday officially listed its first 
corporate bond on the Cambo-
dia Securities exchange (CSX).

Presiding over the listing 
ceremony, Securities and ex-
change Commission of Cam-
bodia (SeCC) director-general 
Sou Socheat said capital mar-
kets have become a diversi-
fied source of funding for pri-
vate companies who continue 
to struggle under the strain of 
the Covid-19 crisis.

“this time has truly been a 
quiet one for the stock mar-
ket, but we are not done and 
we still have companies to list. 
the challenges and the circum-
stances have pushed many 
companies to suspended oper-
ations. i really appreciate RmAC 
for deciding to list today. 

“RmAC’s presence is a new 
model of corporate bond list-
ing from private companies 
on the capital market.

“the pandemic teaches us 
a good lesson on the diversi-
fication of funding sources, 
which is very important. if 
you rely on a single source of 
funding, you will face many 
challenges,” said Socheat.  

RmAC Ceo Ngorn Saing said 
the company has been operat-
ing businesses in Cambodia in 
various industries since 1992.

“RmAC’s expansion has 

contributed to the economic 
development of Cambodia. 
We have reached a new mile-
stone as we transition from a 
private to a public company.

“i have been waiting for the 
listing for quite a long time. 
it doesn’t just bring a good 
image for RmAC but also 
promotes the development 
of the CSX. this could build 
trust for public investors and 
could provide momentum for 
national economic develop-
ment,” said Saing.

He said RmAC’s turnover is 
around $300 million annually 
and it employs 654 staff.

CSX Ceo Hong Sok Hour said 
RmAC raised around $20 mil-
lion and is the first private com-
pany besides a bank or other 
financial institution to list cor-
porate bonds on the market.

“the listing becomes a new 
long-term source of funding 
for the company to grow fur-
ther and diversify its business.

“the listing will build more 
confidence among investors 
and also result in tax incen-
tives from the government. 

“i do hope that with the suc-
cessful listing today, the com-
pany will consider issuing se-
curities to allow investors in 

Cambodia the opportunity to 
join in the growth of the com-
pany,” said Sok Hour.

He said the CSX has listed 
10 firms as of the end of last 
month, he said, five of which 
listed corporate bonds and 
five of which listed stocks, 
he said. the combined listed 
firms have raised about $190 
million.

market capitalisation 
reached $701 million last year, 
up 58 per cent from $442 mil-
lion in 2018, he said. trading 
volume increased nearly six-
fold from $26,000 in 2018 to 
around $150,000 last year.
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trial runs for China 
digital currency soon
PiLot programmes of China’s 
central bank digital currency 
will soon start in selected 
regions, including Xiongan New 
Area in Hebei province, focus-
ing on consumption scenarios 
such as catering and retail sales, 
media reports said.

A number of enterprises in 
Xiongan, including cafes, res-
taurants, bookstores and 
hotels, have joined the trial, 
working with state-owned 
banks and leading internet 
companies to test the country’s 
first digital version of the ren-
minbi issued by the People’s 
Bank of China (PBoC), the cen-
tral bank, said the reports.

Local government employ-
ees in Xiangcheng district of 
Suzhou, Jiangsu province, 
whose salaries are paid 
through accounts in the coun-
try’s “big four” banks – Bank of 
China Ltd, China Construction 
Bank Corp, Agricultural Bank 
of China Ltd and industrial 
and Commercial Bank of Chi-
na Ltd – were asked to install 
“digital wallets “on their cell-
phones last month, the local 
government said in a notice.

A part of their salaries will be 
paid in central bank digital 
currency starting from this 
month, it said.

A report from Chengdu-
based Sichuan Newsnet media 
(Group) Co Ltd said more 
plans of the trial in Chengdu, 
Suzhou and Shenzhen are 
expected to debut before or 
after the may Day holiday.

Chengdu will apply the dig-
ital currency in online and 
offline consumption activities, 
Xiongan will mainly use it in 
clearing services, while in 
Shenzhen, bank employees 
will pay taxes with the digital 
currency, said the report.

the digital currency research 
institute of the PBoC con-
firmed last month that China 
has started testing its govern-
ment-backed digital currency 
in some regions before it is 
introduced to the public.

“Compared with paper notes 
and coins, the digital currency 
can cut issuing costs, such as 
expenses on printing, trans-
portation and management,” 
said National institution for 
Finance and Development 
researcher Dong Ximiao.

the digital renminbi will 
replace part of cash in the future 
but will not eliminate all ban-
knotes soon, said Dong. “Paying 
with cash and digital currency 
will coexist for a long time.”

PBoC digital currency 
research institute head mu 
Changchun previously said 
payments via the upcoming 
Chinese sovereign digital cur-
rency could be contactless and 
the transaction can be 
achieved when two mobile 
phones with electronic wallets 
get close to each other.

Different from the existing 
electronic payment methods, 
such as Alipay.com Co Ltd and 
WeChat Pay that rely on the 
internet, digital currency can 
be exchanged offline when 
two cellphones get close to 
each other, said mu.

China could be one of the 
leading countries in the world to 
have a retail-based central bank 
digital currency, said analysts.

the PBoC started research on 
its digital legal tender in 2014. 
the State Council approved the 
PBoC’s digital currency develop-
ment programme at the end of 
2017, jointly with some qualified 
commercial banks and institu-
tions. the central bank called the 
new money “digital currency 
and electronic payment”.

Peng Wensheng, chief econ-
omist with state-owned bro-
kerage everbright Securities 
Co Ltd, said that once the reg-
ular delivery channels of the 
central bank digital currency 
are opened, more people will 
take the new money, and it 
may compete with existing 
electronic payment tools.

“if businesses do not need to 
pay any fee for using the dig-
ital currency, it will take some 
of the market share of Alipay 
and WeChat Pay. in the future, 
digital money issued by the 
central bank is likely to com-
pete and compliment the pri-
vate sector’s electronic pay-
ment platforms,” said Peng.

the digital currency trials now 
are being conducted in a “closed 
environment” and not con-
nected to the existing sovereign 
currency issuance and circula-
tion system, said a senior official 
from the PBoC’s institute, who 
did not want to be identified. 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Companies in selected regions have joined the trial to test China’s first 
digital version of the renminbi issued by the central bank. pIXABAY

RmAC lists bond on bourse

Kingdom-vN trade hits $732m in Q1
Thou Vireak

BiLAteRAL trade between 
Cambodia and vietnam reached 
$732.4 million in the first quar-
ter of this year, up 15.20 per cent 
compared to the same period 
last year, said a report from the 
ministry of Commerce.

Cambodia exported $62.5 
million worth of products dur-
ing the period, a 0.28 per cent 
decrease year-on-year, and 
imported $669.9 million, up 
nearly 17 per cent. 

ministry of Commerce 
spokesman Seang thay told The 
Post on thursday that the global 
coronavirus outbreak had 
affected Cambodia’s exports 
during this year’s first quarter. 

in January, vietnamese 
Ambassador to Cambodia vu 
Quang minh said the two coun-
tries’ trade volume will reach 
$5.2 billion annually. “the fig-
ure exceeds the $5 billion target 
set by the prime ministers of 
the two countries earlier.”

total trade volume for 2018 
reached $4.704 billion – up 23.8 
per cent from 2017, said minh. 
the trade volume during the 
first 11 months of last year 

reached $4.8 billion – up 13.8 
per cent compared with 2018.

Cambodia Chamber of Com-
merce vice-president Lim 
Heng on thursday said the rise 
in trade volume between the 
two countries reflects good 
cooperation between the gov-
ernment and the private sec-
tor in facilitating trade flow 
across the land border.

“i believe that trade volume 
will continue to grow in the 
future as we promote the 
establishment of special eco-
nomic zones [SeZs] along the 
borders,” he said. 

Heng highlighted that land-
border restrictions implement-
ed in response to Covid-19 has 
led to the government suspend-
ing the export of some agricul-
tural products to vietnam.

“our exports decreased 
because we have not been able 
to export some raw agricul-
tural material to vietnam 
recently,” said Heng.

minh said vietnam currently 
has 214 registered projects in 
the Kingdom worth a total 
investment of $3.074 billion. 
of these, 176 were ongoing 
with a total registered capital 

of $2.77 billion.
vietnamese investments 

focused on the agricultural, 
banking, telecommunica-
tions, and manufacturing 
sectors, he said.

He said Cambodia had 21 
investment projects in viet-
nam with a total registered 
capital of nearly $64 million 
– ranking number 54 among 
132 partners.

He said vietnam and Cam-
bodia had signed several 
agreements to promote eco-
nomic trade. they include the 
Double taxation Accord and 
t he v iet na m-Ca mbod ia 
transport Cooperation Strat-
egy for 2018-2025.

“the deepening economic 
cooperation between vietnam 
and Cambodia will serve as an 
important foundation in bol-
stering better relations 
between the two countries in 
the future,” minh said.

the Kingdom’s exports to 
vietnam between 2015 and 
2018 reached slightly more 
than $1.18 billion, while viet-
nam’s exports to Cambodia 
amounted to $6.96 billion, 
reported the ministry.

SECC director-general Sou Socheat (centre left) and RMAC CEO Ngorn Saing (centre right) at the listing 
ceremony on Thursday. SECC

The prime ministers of both countries have set a target of $5 billion in 
bilateral trade per year. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS



Vietnam PM 
Phuc agrees 
to resume rice 
exports May 1 

Vietnamese Prime minister 
nguyen Xuan Phuc on tuesday 
agreed with the ministry of 

industry and trade’s (moit’s) proposal 
to resume rice export from may 1, in ac-
cordance with Decree 107/2018/nD-CP 
on rice export business.

During a meeting with leaders of 
ministries, departments, localities in the 
mekong Delta and major food com-
panies, Phuc asked the moit and the 
ministry of Finance (moF) to ensure food 
security and more effective food export.

the moF was assigned to purchase 
rice for national reserves while the 
General Department of Customs must 
create favourable conditions for the 
export of the grain.

meanwhile, the moit was required to 
coordinate with the moF and the ministry 
of agriculture and Rural Development 
on rice harvest, consumption and export.

the moit and localities must ask rice 
exporters to follow the government’s 
Decree 107 on the maintenance of the 
minimum rice circulation reserve and 
sign a deal with at least one supermar-
ket to supply the grain when requested.

it must amend and supplement De-
cree 107, including paying attention to 
the role of the People’s Committees of 
major rice production localities, espe-
cially those in the mekong Delta and the 
Red River Delta.

the moit said the country is projected 
to have 43.5 million tonnes of rice this 
year, nearly 30 million tonnes of which 
is expected to be used for domestic 
consumption, and the rest for export. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Bird’s nest exports to China on hold
Hin Pisei 

a 
PLaN to export edible 
bird’s nest products to Chi-
na, which was expected to 
be formalised by the end 

of this year, could be delayed due 
to complications with export pro-
cedures and requirements, said a 
senior official at the ministry of ag-
riculture, Forestry and Fisheries.

The ministry’s General Directorate 
of agriculture director-general Ngin 
Chhay told The Post on Thursday 
that plans to export the products to 
China will not be met this year as the 
documents required by the Chinese 
authorities are complex and require 
further research.

The documents, which the min-
istry sent to the private sector, have 
not been properly completed, he 
said, adding that a task force is cur-
rently working to expedite the pro-
cess as China is the world’s largest 
edible bird’s nest market.

Cambodia has just four agricul-
tural products that are officially al-
lowed to ship to China – corn, cassa-
va, rice and yellow bananas – while it 
continues to negotiate the export of 
other products such as edible bird’s 
nests, cashew nuts, pepper, longan 
and fragrant coconuts.

Cambodia Bird’s Nest Federation 
president Nang Sothy, said the King-
dom will likely be unable to export 
edible bird’s nest products to China 
this year as the conditions set by 
Chinese authorities are very strict 
and complex. Even if the documents 
were to be completed, there remains 
a lot of work to do.

On behalf of the association, he said 
he would like to see Cambodian ed-

ible bird’s nest products officially ex-
ported to China, noting acknowledg-
ing the existence of informal exports.

“Formal exports to the Chinese 
market will boost farmers’ and cul-
tivators’ confidence and the quality 
[of their products] and help stabilise 
prices,” he said.

Sothy said the ongoing Covid-19 pan-
demic has shaken the Kingdom’s edible 
bird’s nest market. “The virus has re-
duced sales by almost 50 per cent and 
prices have dropped by 15 per cent.”

He said an un-cleaned edible bird’s 

nest is currently worth $650 per kg 
while cleaned ones cost between 
$1,500 and $3,000 depending on the 
quality. Between 800kg and 1,500kg 
of edible bird’s nest can be harvested 
in Cambodia, of which about 30 per 
cent is for domestic consumption.

Edible bird’s nest is made from the 
dried saliva of Southeast asia’s white-
nest swiftlet. Traditionally, the pro-
cessed swiftlet nest is double boiled 
with rock sugar to make a delicacy 
known as “bird’s nest soup”, which is 
rich in nutrients and has the purport-

ed health benefits of boosting a per-
son’s immune system and sex drive.

In 2016, the global market for edible 
bird’s nest was estimated at $5 billion 
per year, said Federation of malaysian 
Bird’s Nest merchants association 
president Tok Teng Sai, as reported 
by Bloomberg. China was the largest 
market, while Indonesia and malay-
sia were the world’s leading suppliers.

The Cambodia Bird’s Nest Federa-
tion said the Kingdom’s bird’s nest 
supply is valued at $50-$100 million 
per year.

Edible bird’s nests are made from the dried saliva of Southeast Asia’s white-nest swiftlet, a small bird. hENg chIVOAN

Equities, crude surge in asia on 
hopes for treatment of Covid-19
EUROPEaN stock markets 
retreated on Thursday follow-
ing solid gains in asia, while 
oil prices surged further, as 
extremely weak economic data 
offset news of a possible break-
through in the search for a 
Covid-19 treatment.

The EU economy shrank 3.5 
per cent in the first quarter, 
official data from the European 
Central Bank (ECB) showed, 
the first major indication of the 
devastation facing the bloc as 
a result of coronavirus.

Separate figures revealed that 
the jobless total in Europe’s big-
gest economy Germany soared 
13.2 per cent last month.

“The ECB’s meeting will be in 
focus today, and dealers will 
looking to see if the central 
bank is wholeheartedly com-
mitted to assisting the euro-
zone in this time of huge uncer-
tainty,” said David madden, 
analyst at CmC markets UK. 

“Last night, the Fed [US Fed-
eral Reserve] made it clear 
they are willing to do what it 
takes to overcome the crisis, so 
the standard has been set for 
the ECB.”

Top US epidemiologist antho-
ny Fauci said Gilead Science’s 
remdesivir “has a clear-cut, sig-
nificant, positive effect in dimin-
ishing the time to recovery”.

His comments fanned hopes 
that lockdowns – already being 
loosened in some nations – 
could be lifted more quickly, 
allowing people back to work to 
kickstart the battered economy.

The announcement allowed 

investors to look past data 
showing the US economy had 
contracted 4.8 per cent in the 
first quarter, its worst perform-
ance in a decade, and the Fed’s 
warning that it would likely tank 
even further in april-June.

The central bank did provide 
some support, though, by 
pledging to keep interest rates 
at zero until the economy has 
weathered the crisis and is 
ready to resume growth. On 
Thursday, France said its 
economy had fared even worse 
and contracted 5.8 per cent.

Wall Street and Europe’s main 
indexes all rose at least two per 
cent, and asian equities – already 
enjoying a bright week on signs 
of an easing in the virus – took 
up the baton on Thursday.

Tokyo returned from a one-
day holiday to end 2.1 per cent 
higher, while Sydney, Singa-
pore and Taipei also piled on 
more than two per cent.

mumbai and Jakarta jumped 
more than three per cent, with 
Shanghai, manila and Bangkok 
breaking the one per cent mark, 
though Wellington dropped 
more than one per cent. The 
Cambodia Securities Exchange 
gained 1.17 per cent.

Hong Kong and Seoul were 
closed for public holidays. In 
early trade, London, Paris and 
Frankfurt advanced.

“One of the main reasons for 
the strong recovery in risk sen-
timent . . . is the homogeneity 
of the recession’s driver,” said 
axiCorp’s Stephen Innes.

“Compared to previous 

downturns that were more 
multifaceted and professedly 
more difficult to unwind, the 
eradication of the single reces-
sionary input – the virus – via a 
vaccine can cobblestone the 
way for an expeditious recovery 
in global economic output.”

On crude markets, both 
main contracts soared for a 
second day – with West Texas 
Intermediate’s 15-per cent 
gain adding to a 25 per cent 
advance on Wednesday – 
thanks to the news on remde-
sivir as well as figures showing 
a slower-than-expected rise in 
US stockpiles.

There were also signs that 
demand may be improving with 
weekly petrol supply rising by 
549,000 barrels a day in the US, 
the most since may last year, 
Bloomberg News reported.

The gains were much needed 
after the commodity was ham-
mered last week by worries over 
almost non-existent demand 
and a lack of storage facilities, 
which offset a massive cut in 
output by major producers.

Edward moya, of Oanda, said: 
“Oil prices will continue to play 
ping-pong here, but continued 
optimism on the virus front will 
do wonders, improving both 
economic activity and crude 
demand forecasts.

“The next few weeks could get 
ugly again fairly quickly for oil 
prices, but energy markets 
might see volatility ease if steady 
production-cut announce-
ments occur across the globe.” 
AFP



Sangeetha Amarthalingam

I
T IS a time when every penny 
counts. That so-called rainy day 
is upon governments now. With 
the global economy sliding into 

a recession, it is feared that develop-
ing nations could be thrust deeper 
into debt as Covid-19 severely im-
pacts demand and supply.

Unlike its neighbours, Cambodia 
did not institute a strict lockdown 
or declare a state of emergency as 
the infection rate was just 0.1 per 
cent. But had it done so, the eco-
nomic consequences would have 
been dire.

As it is, Cambodia is reeling with 
slower business activities, rising 
job suspensions, and weak trade as 
the risk of a spike in Covid-19 infec-
tion looms.

The government’s coffers are like-
ly down after several months of tax 
collection from tourism and gar-
ment sectors were waived due to the 
blow from the global pandemic.

National savings has also been 
allocated to fund the fiscal stimu-
lus plan of $800 million to $2 bil-
lion, based on its six-month-to-a-
year impact.

On the surface, the budget seems 
conservative, particularly where 
large ticket payouts have been made 
to purchase medical equipment, 
for workers who were temporarily 
suspended and to provide business 
loans to shore up cash flows.

It is not going to be enough and the 
government is well aware of this.

Hence, the welcome acceptance 
of the financing assistance by the 
European Union ($67 million grant), 
a $20 million credit line from the 
World Bank, and aid from China, 
Germany, Australia and the 
US to help the economy 
and fight Covid-19.

Both the for-
eign and lo-
cal Covid-19 
f u nd ra i si ng 
c a m p a i g n 
now stands 
around $63 
million.

When asked, 
Ministry of Econ-
omy and Finance 
(MoEF) spokesman 
Meas Soksensan (right)
said it is evaluating 
the additional 
amount but 
is open 
to more 
f u n d s 
f r o m 
d e v e l -
opment 
p a r t -
ners.

Wi t h 
no dis-
closure 

relating to the terms of this 
funding assistance, ques-
tions abound over Cambo-
dia’s debt service capacity.

Just a week into April this 
year, over 200 civil so-

ciety organisations around the world 
called for a debt jubilee – to cancel 
all external debt payments of global 
South nations due in 2020, to free up 
resources to tackle urgent health, so-
cial and economic crises flowing from 
the coronavirus pandemic.

Shortly after, the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) decided to erase the 
debt repayments of 25 poorest de-
veloping economies for the next six 

months totalling $215 million while 
G20 countries would suspend 

debt service payments of 73 
of the poorest countries 

from May to the end of 
the year.

A joint statement 
on jubileedebt.org.

uk urged lender 
governments, Paris 
Club members and 

others such as Chi-
na, Saudi Arabia and 

Kuwait, to cancel all prin-
cipal, interest and charges 

for the remainder of 2020 for 
countries in need.

“[This also has to be 
done] most urgently 
for Poverty Reduc-
tion and Growth 
Trust and Interna-
tional Development 
Association (IDA) 
countries,” the 

statement read.

For this to happen for Cambodia, 
which is an IDA nation, an applica-
tion has to be made first but there is 
no determination of one yet.

Currently, the present value of 
the nation’s total public debt re-
mains way below the 55 per cent 
debt to gross domestic product 
(GDP) threshold at 21.3 per cent.

Accordingly, international best 
practices deem that the Kingdom’s 
public debt remains “sustainable” 
and with “low risk” of debt dis-
tress.

But this analysis found in the 
Cambodia Public Debt Statistical 
Bulletin 2019 released in March 
might not have fully appreciated 
the current global economic land-
scape which could induce some 
stress on its debt service payment 
as tax revenues dip no thanks to 
exports and trade that have been 
badly hit.

Shoring up state funds
In 2019, Cambodia signed con-

cessional loan agreements worth 
$1.3 billion with development 
partners, which was 30.1 per cent 
less than in 2018.

From 2020 to 2024, it plans to in-
crease borrowings to $2.1 billion 
from $1.8 billion while keeping the 
net present value (NPV) of public 
and publicly guaranteed external 
debt below its threshold.

At the same time though, out-
standing debts are projected to ex-
pand to $12.9 billion.

The purpose of the borrowings 
is to finance public investment 
projects in the priority sectors that 
support long-term sustainable 
economic growth and increase 
economic productivity.

Analysts suggest that some 
tweaking in the usage of funds go-
ing forward might be necessary.

Of the 2019 borrowings, the in-
frastructure sector absorbed 85.4 
per cent of it. It also made debt ser-
vice payments of $308.8 million to 
development partners in 2019, ac-
cording to data.

Nearly all the payment (99.99 per 
cent or $308.8 million) was used to 
settle foreign borrowings while its 
domestic debt payment amounted 
to only $40,000 (0.01 per cent).

Of the foreign borrowing settlement 
in 2019, the principal sum came up to 
$218.3 million whereas interest and 
other fees totalled $90.5 million.

As of December 31, 2019, Cambo-
dia has total public debt outstand-
ing of $7.6 billion, where 99.96 per 
cent of that is foreign loans while 
$2.7 million is domestic debt.

The outstanding debts included 
rescheduled old debts ($631.7 mil-
lion as of 2019) which are before 
1993, a time when Cambodia was 
blighted by a protracted civil war 
and unrest. The government contin-
ues to look for clear-cut resolutions 
with partners over the old debts.

The data in the bulletin showed 
that the weighted average maturity 
for its total debt portfolio was 28.51 
years while the average time to ma-
turity was 9.98 years.

From 1993 to 2019, Cambodia has 
spent $1.7 billion in debt service 
payments to development part-
ners where 98.8 per cent or $1.7 bil-
lion featured public external debt 
($1.03 billion principal and $636.5 
million interest and other fees).

The remaining 1.2 per cent or 
$20.3 million was public domestic 
debt ($17.2 million principal and 
$3.1 million interest).

Among its lenders are Paris Club 
members, comprising France, Ja-
pan, South Korea and Germany as 
its bilateral partners who loaned 
$625.5 million, and China which 
extended $268.8 million.

Multilateral development part-
ners, such as the Asian Develop-
ment Bank, European Investment 
Bank, World Bank, International 
Fund for Agriculture Develop-
ment, Nordic Development Fund 
and OPEC Fund for International 
Development lent $662.8 million.

It should be noted that the loans 
are highly concessional, so the in-
terest rates are nominal, around 
two to four per cent.

Besides, the 2019 loans have an 
average grant element of 51.7 per 
cent. By simple definition, it means 
that Cambodia only settles 48.3 per 
cent of the loans with interest.

Most of the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment (OECD) loans use this 
formula to assist least developed 
countries to grow, said indepen-
dent think tank Asian Vision Insti-
tute economist Chheng Kimlong.

“It is like giving [the aid] for free, and 
there is no need to pay back,” he said, 
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Navigating a tight economic storm
Could the Covid-19 pandemic force Cambodia to reflect on its finances and expenditure?

Source: Ministry of Economy and Finance
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SPECIAl   REPORT
adding that financial aid by bilateral 
and multilateral development part-
ners are small compared to the eco-
nomic damage caused by Covid-19.

While repayment is an issue, the 
government as a lender itself has 
to contend with outstanding dues 
of $1.4 billion owed by its debtors 
comprising state-owned enterpris-
es, public institutions, legal entities 
and financial institutions in 2019. 
The loans are disbursed to support 
socio-economic development.

The economy “will be bad”
So what is the problem? For nearly 

10 years, Cambodia has enjoyed the 
sweet spot with a year-on-year aver-
age of seven per cent GDP growth, 
bucking external headwinds.

With a stranglehold on revenue on 
the reduced exports and tourist ar-
rivals, dark clouds line the horizon.

This year, the economic growth 
outlook has turned pessimistic. In 
its latest revision made by the In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF) 
on Cambodia’s economic growth, 
GDP is expected to slump to -1.6 
per cent. It forecasts growth to re-
bound to 6.1 in 2021.

MoEF’s Soksensan expressed 
concern that if the crisis prolongs, 
the economy “will be bad”.

“It will have a huge impact on 
external risk. [Assuming] Covid 19 
[results] in the extension of lock-
down, [we will experience] a de-
crease in demand and consump-
tion by the external market.

“This will totally affect our econ-
omy. We are afraid, and what’s 
more, we don’t wish it but we [can] 
only pray that Covid-19 ends soon,” 
said Soksensan.

The fear is real, especially with 
the 20 per cent year-on-year slump 
in export revenue from the gar-
ment and footwear sector in the 
first quarter of 2020.

The sector, which is bleeding 
as orders from EU and the US fall 
due to the pandemic, is expected 
to host the suspension of some 130 
garment and footwear plants that 
allegedly cannot cope with the 
heavy losses. The effect of the sus-
pension will affect some 100,000 
workers.

The tourism sector which is suf-
fering a similar fate as tourist ar-
rivals plunged beginning mid-
January has seen the widespread 
closure of hotels and travel agents, 
and job losses. 

“We are already in trouble”
Cambodia is no longer a heavily-

indebted poor country following 
its graduation to lower-middle-in-
come nation in 2015. But it remains 
a highly indebted country, Kim-
long opined.

Analysts are of two minds on this.
For instance, yuanta Securities 
(Cambodia) Plc research depart-
ment head Sim Dara defended the 
Kingdom’s low gross debt to GDP 
ratio compared to Vietnam (57 per 
cent), Thailand (41 per cent) and 
laos (64 per cent).

IMF data showed that Cambo-
dia has plenty of room to raise its 
public debt to finance the neces-
sary public expenditure for its eco-
nomic data.

“It might take 10 to 20 years to 
reach the same level of indebted-
ness as its neighbours,” Dara said.

However, he concurs with Kim-
long that Cambodia is “already in 
trouble” and debt repayment ca-
pabilities could be weakened by a 
large government budget deficit.

“The deficit would be driven by 
the global economic recession and 
Covid-19 pandemic crisis, thereby 
pushing Cambodia’s indebtedness 
to a higher level,” Kimlong said.

Unless appropriate measures are 
taken now to battle the crisis and 

boost the economy, a prolonged 
downturn could impact on govern-
ment revenues.

“The government might have to 
eventually resort to more external 
funding to cover the fiscal revenue 
decrease,” Dara said.

There is no doubt the crisis would 
add more debt to the country with 
additional financial assistance, but 
there is no other option.

“The important thing is to get the 
economy going. As these debts are 
generally long-term in nature, once 
the economy grows, the country 
should be able to pay back,” said 
Kuala lumpur-listed RHB Invest-
ment Bank Berhad ASEAN chief 
economist Peck Boon Soon.

The debt burden would fall on 
the future generation but Peck felt 
that as long as the debts are put to 
good use, it is worth doing so in the 
current economic climate.

Boosting a dwindling budget
With a bleak outlook this year, the 

government is likely pulling out all 
stops to ensure it services its debts 
in time and draw up a reasonable 
budget.

“We normally maintain our cur-
rent deficit around five per cent to 
eight per cent although it is a little 
early to evaluate what is next be-
cause we have to see the impact on 
the economy this year, and decide 
the best policy,” said Soksensan.

He cites difficulty in exacting 
whether higher taxes are the way to 
go as the situation has to be evaluat-
ed to see if there is room to increase.

“An assessment should be done to 
see who can pay a higher tax. This 
policy would be looked at after the 
crisis. For the sake of citizens, we 
will try to maintain the policies.

“We have issued many policies 
to help vulnerable groups, such as 
garment workers and business sec-
tors by reducing tax.

“This is contrary to what was ex-
pected where we help the sectors 
by not collecting taxes.

“For the citizens, we will introduce 
some policies to help them but for 
now, we are focused on aiding the 
vulnerable people who are affected 
by Covid-19,” Soksensan said.

If raising taxes to push up fiscal 
revenue is a feasible option versus 
more foreign debt, the effect of the 
policies should be none too devas-
tating on taxpayers.

Kimlong said there are two “at-
tractive” methods to expand the tax 
base for higher tax revenue that can 
essentially boost the dwindling na-
tional budget.

First, promote domestic small- 
and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs) and entrepreneurship 
through a more favourable regula-
tory governance system and a pol-

icy intervention that supports SME 
clusters and innovation.

Second, the government can con-
sider more fiscal incentives for new 
foreign direct investments and 
projects relocating from countries 
with higher wages.

yuanta Securities’ Dara finds that 
because the country is developing, 
the process requires a significant 

amount of investment in human 
and physical infrastructure.

“The future generations might 
be required to pay higher taxes but 
they will also enjoy the economic 
benefits brought by the investment 
made by the older generation.

“This is the path that most devel-
oped countries have gone through,” 
he added.

(Net Present Value)

Source: Ministry of Economy and Finance

Source: Ministry of Economy and Finance

Source: Ministry of Economy and Finance

Public External Debt Outstanding

Annual Borrowing

Redemption Profile based on Outstanding as of Year-end 2019
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banking

Prince Bank Plc 
has launched a new 
enhanced mobile app 
to ensure its custom-

ers continue to enjoy the best 
digital banking experience, 
while remaining competitive 
in cambodia’s dynamic 
banking sector. 

The bank’s latest prod-
uct, which was launched last 
Thursday, is another crucial step 
in achieving its digitalisation 
ambitions.

“Most banks in cambodia 
provide normal mobile banking 
features such as transfers from 
one account to another and  
checking your account balance 
[among others]. 

“Only a few banks are very 
aggressive in developing their 
mobile banking, and Prince 
Bank is one of these. Using our 
Prince Bank App, you can per-
form many banking transactions 
anywhere at any time,” the bank 
said in a press statement.

The latest app comes with 
multiple features – such as cre-

ating new savings and current 
accounts, conducting priority 
banking at your convenience 
and opening new term deposits 
conveniently, all with the op-
tions you prefer. 

You can also pay bills any-
where and at any time, such as 
mobile and internet top-ups, as 
well as for TV and entertain-
ment subscriptions, public ser-
vices and insurance payments.

Users can also view their 
debit card transactions conve-
niently on their mobile device 
with the app, as well as 
easily apply for debit 
and credit cards. 

There is also the 
flexibility of being able 
to temporarily block or 
unblock your cards and 
change your Pin. You 
can also apply for a 
new cheque book from 
anywhere, and choose 
any Prince Bank branch 
to pick it up from. 

Using the app, the 
bank’s clients can avail 
themselves of the “Ba-
kong Wallet” – a quick 
transfer of funds to any 
other “Bakong Wallet” 
– and enjoy cashless pay-
ments through scanning 
to pay directly at partici-
pating merchant.

Prince Bank plans to target 
business owners – especially of 
small and medium enterprises – 
and professionals in the King-
dom with the newly enhanced 
mobile app, which will ease 

banking for those on the go. 
The app comes a week after 

Prince Bank launched its credit 
and debit cards, part of vigor-
ous moves to promote its digital 
banking in cambodia.

“First of all, one of our 
shareholders’ and business 
goals is that we want to be the 
best digital bank in cambodia 
in the next three to five years. 

“currently, we can say that 
we are the fastest growing 
digital bank in cambodia – and 
we are aiming to become the 
best digital bank in the King-
dom in the near future.

“We have been investing 
heavily in our digital banking 
and in technology since 2018. 
We are  continuing to improve 
in this key area to achieve our 

goals,” said the statement.
Prince Bank started its 

operations in the Kingdom in 
2015 as a private microfinance 
institution, but three years later 
it transformed into a commer-
cial bank. 

“Being a digital bank tran-
scends beyond just banking 
apps and technology. 

“it is all about our mind-
set and how we approach 
our business, customers and 
ourselves to bring forth speed, 
simplification and staying lean 
to solve users’ pain points and 
deliver a ‘wow’ experience,” 
said Jennifer Lee cheau Lin, 
chief digital and technology 
officer at Prince Bank. 

For more information  
contact: 1 800 20 8888.  

prince bank’s latest mobile app sets 
the tone for digital transformation

The mobile app will be useful for busy professionals.

Prince Bank has embarked on an ambitious digital transformation drive with the goal of becoming the best digital bank in Cambodia.  
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world

Continued from page 1

in the human population”.
It could even allow experts 

to “track the virus”, French 
virologist Professor Vincent 
marechal of the Sorbonne uni-
versity in Paris said.

In a study of wastewater in 
Paris – which has yet to be val-
idated by other scientists – 
marechal and his team found 
that the rise in levels of genetic 
material from the virus in water 
“followed precisely the number 
of [coronavirus] deaths”.

marechal is now calling for a 
national wastewater warning 
system in France which might 
help “anticipate a second 
wave” of the virus.

Given the large number of 
coronavirus cases that have little 
or no symptoms, wastewater 
testing could signal the presence 
of the virus even before the first 
cases are clinically confirmed in 
areas untouched by the epidem-
ic or where it has ebbed.

“That would allow barrier 
measures to be put in place and 
give us time, a key element with 
this epidemic,” marechal said.

Such a system has already 
worked against other viruses.

In a study published in 2018, 
researchers showed how polio 
being detected in wastewater in 
Israel in 2013 gave time for a 
vaccination campaign to be 
launched, which meant no child 
was paralysed by the disease.

For the Sars-Cov-2, waste-
water studies in several coun-
tries are still at an early stage. 
But some scientists are enthu-
siastic about their potential.

“It could be used as an early 
warning tool for pandemic sur-
veillance,” Dr Warish ahmed, 
of the australian public 
research agency CSIRO, said.

Having found the virus in 
wastewater in Queensland, he 
said it could also be a key indi-
cator to show if lockdown and 
other measures were working. 

“access to this type of data could 
underpin a surveillance pro-
gramme to identify areas where 
there is evidence of Covid-19 out-
breaks, without requiring testing 
of all individuals,” Warish said.

He said although it was a 
“cost-effective way of tracking 
community-level infection”, 
he warned that it should be 
used “in combination with 
other measures, such as the 
testing of individuals”.

Its relative cheapness would 
also make it useful for countries 
that “don’t have the technical or 
logistical means to test the carri-
ers” of the virus, marechal said.

He has called on the World 
Health Organisation to set up 
a worldwide wastewater virus 
detection network, which 
would help combat other kill-
er diseases beyond Covid-19.

“It could be essential in afri-
ca. To protect a population, 
you have to safeguard water 
quality,” he said. AFP

‘Safeguard 
water quality 
to protect a 
population’

Hopes rise in 
virus battle as 
US scientists 
hail drug trial
U

S SCIenTISTS have 
hailed a potential 
breakthrough in 
the coronavirus 

fight after a trial showed pa-
tients responding to an an-
tiviral drug, fuelling global 
hopes for a return to normal 
despite mounting deaths and 
abysmal economic figures.

The news was enough to pro-
pel a rebound on Wall Street 
even after data showed the pan-
demic had plunged the US into 
its worst economic slump in a 
decade, and Germany predict-
ed its biggest recession since 
the aftermath of World War II.

It came as the World Health 
Organisation’s (WHO’s) emer-
gency committee was due 
to meet on Thursday for the 
first time in three months to 
discuss the evolution of the 
Covid-19 pandemic that has 
claimed more than 226,000 
lives worldwide.

a clinical trial of the drug 
remdesivir showed that pa-
tients recovered about 30 per 
cent faster than those on a 
placebo, in the first proof of 
successful treatment against 
the new disease.

“The data shows that rem-
desivir has a clear-cut, signifi-
cant, positive effect in dimin-
ishing the time to recovery,” 
anthony Fauci, the top US 
epidemiologist who oversaw 
the study, told reporters.

Fauci likened the finding to 
the first retrovirals that worked, 
albeit with modest success, 
against HIV in the 1980s.

Remdesivir failed in trials 
against the ebola virus and 
a smaller study, released last 
week by the WHO, found lim-
ited effects among patients in 
Wuhan, China.

Senior WHO official mi-
chael Ryan declined to weigh 
in on the latest findings, say-
ing he had not reviewed the 
complete study.

“We are all hoping – fer-
vently hoping – that one or 
more of the treatments cur-
rently under observation and 
under the trial will result in 
altering clinical outcomes” 
and reducing deaths, he said.

US President Donald 
Trump has accused the Un 
health agency of not respond-
ing quickly or aggressively 
enough, although critics say 
he is trying to deflect atten-
tion from his own response.

Itching to return to the 
campaign trail as he faces re-
election, Trump announced 
he would resume travel next 
week with an event in the 
battleground state of arizona 
– but not yet resume rallies, as 
contagion remains a risk.

US virus fatalities soared 
past 60,000 on Wednesday. 
The country has suffered the 
most deaths, with Britain’s 

toll shooting up to the world’s 
third-worst at over 26,000.

more than 27,000 people 
have died in Italy.

Florida became the latest 
US state to move to reopen, 
with restaurants able to serve 
customers outdoors from 
monday if tables are at least 
six feet (1.8m) apart.

experts have warned that 
only a vaccine will allow the 
full removal of restrictions that 
this year put half of humanity 
under some form of lockdown.

Governments are neverthe-
less increasingly loosening the 
more suffocating rules as their 
devastating impact on the glob-
al economy becomes clearer.

The International Labour 
Organisation said half the 
global workforce – around 1.6 
billion people – are in “imme-
diate danger of having their 
livelihoods destroyed”.

One of the worst-hit sectors 
is the aviation industry.

World air traffic suffered a 
massive drop of more than 
half in march compared with 
the same period last year – 
the “largest decline in recent 
history,” the International air 
Transport association said.

US plane-builder Boeing 
announced plans to reduce 
its workforce by 10 per cent 
and slash production while 
european giant airbus also 
reported big losses.

an unprecedented drop in 
demand for fossil fuels means 
the pandemic is expected to 
cause global energy emissions 
to fall a record eight per cent 
this year, the International en-
ergy agency said on Thursday.

While the world keeps look-
ing for signs of progress against 
the pandemic, research is also 
revealing frightening new de-
tails about Covid-19.

Britain and France have 
both warned of a possible cor-
onavirus-related syndrome 

emerging in children – includ-
ing abdominal pain and in-
flammation around the heart.

experts have also warned 
of longer-term psychologi-
cal tolls on both children and 
adults after weeks or even 
months in isolation.

Unlike much of continental 
europe, Britain has not unveiled 
a way to exit the lockdown. 

The sharp rise in its Covid-19 
toll, which caused Britain to 
surpass Spain, came as it in-
cluded deaths in places such as 
care homes for the first time.

British Prime minister Bo-
ris Johnson initially resisted 
shutting down the country 
– and himself became the 
highest-profile coronavirus 
patient, fighting for his life in 
intensive care.

He returned to work this 
week and on Wednesday be-
came a father again when his 
partner Carrie Symonds gave 
birth to a boy. AFP

Less air pollution means thousands fewer die
eUROPean countries under 
coronavirus lockdown have 
seen 11,000 fewer deaths last 
month compared to the same 
period last year due to a sharp 
drop in fossil fuel pollution, said 
a study released on april 24.

measures to halt the spread 
of coronavirus have slowed the 
region’s economies to a crawl, 
with coal-generated power fall-
ing by nearly 40 per cent, and 
oil consumption by a third.

Globally, oil use has declined 
by about the same amount, 
with drops in coal consump-
tion varying by region.

an unintended boon of shut-
tered factories and empty roads 
has been more breathable air.

Levels of nitrogen dioxide 
(nO2) and small particle pollu-
tion known as Pm2.5 – both toxic 
by-products burning coal, oil and 
gas – fell 37 and 10 per cent, 
respectively, said the study.

“The impacts are the same 
or bigger in many other parts 
of the world,” lead author 

Lauri myllyvirta, senior ana-
lyst at the Centre for Research 
on energy and Clean air 
(CRea), said.

In China, for example, nO2 
and Pm2.5 levels declined by 
a 25 and 40 per cent during the 
most stringent period of lock-
down, with an even sharper 
fall in Hubei province.

“So we are looking at an even 
larger number of avoided 
deaths,” myllyvirta said.

air pollution shortens lives 
worldwide by nearly three 
years on average, and causes 
8.8 million premature deaths 
annually, a study published in 
the journal Cardiovascular 
Research on march 3 said.

The World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) calculates 4.2 mil-
lion deaths but has underesti-
mated the impact on 
cardiovascular disease, recent 
research has shown.

Worst-hit is asia, where the 
average lifespan is cut 4.1 years 
in China, 3.9 years in India, 

and 3.8 years in Pakistan.
In europe, life expectancy is 

shortened by eight months.
“Our analysis highlights tre-

mendous benefits for public 
health and quality of life that 
could be achieved by rapidly 
reducing fossil fuels in a sus-
tained and sustainable way,” 
myllyvirta said.

The evidence that less air 
pollution saves lives should 
guide governments deciding 
on how to reboot their econo-
mies, noted maria neira, the 
WHO’s director for environ-
mental and Social Determi-
nants of Health.

“When we eventually take off 
our face masks, we want to keep 
breathing clean air,” she said, 
commenting on the findings.

“If we truly care about the 
health of our communities, 
countries and global com-
mons, we must find ways of 
powering the planet without 
relying on fossil fuels.”

Compared to other causes of 

premature death, air pollution 
worldwide kills 19 times more 
people each year than malaria, 
nine times more than HIV/
aIDS, and three times more 
than alcohol.

another study comparing 
more than 3,000 US counties, 
meanwhile, found that Pm2.5 
pollution is directly linked with 
higher Covid-19 death rates.

One extra micron per cubic 
metre corresponded to a 15 
per cent jump in Covid-19 
mortality, researchers at the 
Harvard University TH Chan 
School of Public Health report-
ed last month.

The results “suggest that long-
term exposure to air pollution 
increases vulnerability to expe-
riencing the most severe Covid-
19 outcomes”, they wrote.

Pm2.5 particles penetrate 
deep into the lungs and enter the 
bloodstream, causing cardiovas-
cular respiratory problems.

In 2013, the WHO classified 
it as a cancer-causing agent.

In India’s Uttar Pradesh – 
home to 200 million – small 
particle pollution by itself 
slashes life expectancy by 8.5 
years, while in China’s Hebei 
province (population 74 mil-
lion) the shortfall is nearly six 
years, according to the air 
Quality Life Index, developed 
by researchers at the energy 
Policy Institute of Chicago.

all but two per cent of Chi-
na’s cities exceeded WHO 
guidelines for Pm2.5 levels, 
while 53 per cent exceeded 
less stringent national safety 
limits.

The Un says Pm2.5 density 
should not top 25 micro-
grammes per cubic metre 
(25mcg/m3) of air in any 
24-hour period. China has set 
the bar at 35mcg/m3.

The new analysis from CRea 
matches weather conditions 
and changes in emissions to 
data on the damages to health 
linked to exposure to air pol-
lution. AFP

Top US epidemiologist Anthony Fauci said ‘remdesivir has a clear-cut, significant, positive effect in diminishing the 
time to recovery’. He likened the finding to the first retrovirals that worked, albeit with modest success, against HIV 
in the 1980s. AFP



THE Vietnamese health min-
istry confirmed that they 
would soon issue interim 
guidelines on the use of plas-
ma from recovered Covid-19 
patients as a possible treat-
ment for the disease.

The National Institute of Hae-
matology and Blood Transfusion 
and the National Hospital of 
Tropical Diseases are in charge 
of developing the guidelines on 
receiving, storing and transport-
ing the convalescent plasma.

Vietnam’s decision to explore 
this pathway in dealing with the 
disease was prompted by inter-
national studies and reports 
which suggest that blood plas-
ma containing Covid-19 anti-
bodies drawn from recovered 
patients may help fight off the 
novel strain of the coronavirus.

Luong Ngoc Khue, head of 
the Department of Medical 
Examination and Treatment 
under the Ministry of Health, 
said that the treatment for 
Covid-19 remains a challenge 
given that no decidedly effec-
tive cure has been discovered 
while a vaccine is still in the 
early phases of development.

The department and the 
health ministry have been 
keeping up with the latest 
information and drawing 
inspiration from studies and 
clinical trials that other coun-
tries are conducting, including 
the experimental use of anti-
HIV/AIDS drugs, the malaria 
drug chloroquine, and lately, 
the use of plasma from conva-
lescent patients to treat the 
lung disease caused by the 
novel strain of coronavirus.

So far, Vietnam has managed 
to treat 222 confirmed cases out 
of the nation’s total of 270 
patients, with about five per cent 
being seriously ill, but no deaths 
have been recorded so far.

Khue said experts are con-
sidering the use of plasma 
therapy as a new potential 
treatment for critical cases.

The important thing in the 
under-development guidelines 
is to select the right people with 
the right kind of plasma to use, 
the health official continued.

Besides, to develop a safe 
donating procedure would 
also be a priority, to make sure 
that the donors themselves, 
the health workers and the 
community are protected from 

risks of Sars-CoV-2 infection 
or other sickness factors.

The examination and treat-
ment department has tasked 
four leading public hospitals in 
the country – the National Hos-
pital for Tropical Diseases in 
Hanoi, Hue Central Hospital, 
Cho Ray Hospital and the Hos-
pital for Tropical Diseases in Ho 
Chi Minh City – with taking 
care of acute Covid-19 cases.

For the time being, plasma 
extraction or injection procedures 
can only be conducted at facilities 
with “many top of the field 
experts” such as the National 
Institute of Haematology and 
Blood Transfusion in Hanoi, Cho 
Ray Hospital and Ho Chi Minh 
City Haematology and Blood 

Transfusion Hospital, said Khue.
These facilities must coordi-

nate closely with the National 
Institute of Hygiene and Epi-
demiology and Pasteur insti-
tutes to ensure the collection 
of plasma is conducted follow-
ing professional procedures 
that the right antibody con-
centration level is obtained.

The hospitals must also have 
policies in place to encourage 
or compensate donors.

Despite being interim guide-
lines at the moment, they are 
still based on scientifically 
sound evidence to ensure 
safety for all involved and will 
be continuously revised and 
updated, said Khue. VIET NAM 
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Debate over Indonesia’s new deficit order
W

HILE Indonesia strug-
gles to flatten the in-
fection curve, a debate 
has erupted over a 

regulation that grants the govern-
ment the power to allocate emer-
gency Covid-19 spending and a legal 
shield that protects officials execut-
ing the programmes.

The executive order, Regulation 
in Lieu of Law (Perppu) No 1/2020, 
which is pending approval from the 
House of Representatives, allows the 
government to extend the state bud-
get deficit beyond the legal cap of 
three per cent of gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) and allocate the spending 
for programmes related to Covid-19 
without the approval of the House.

The spending will be declared as 
costs to save the country from the 
pandemic, and any officials execut-
ing the related policies “in good faith 
and according to the law” cannot be 
subject to criminal or civil charges.

Indonesian Democratic Party of 
Struggle (PDI-P) lawmaker Arteria 
Dahlan said the Perppu infringed 
on the House’s right to deliberate 
the state budget.

“The [Perppu] is to guarantee 
people’s welfare. But isn’t it trespass-
ing constitutional rules [by granting 
sole authority over the budget] to the 
government?” he said on Wednes-
day during a hearing on coronavirus 
budget monitoring.

Facing the unprecedented crisis 
caused by the Sars-CoV-2 virus, the 
government has imposed extraordi-
nary measures to curb transmission.

Aside from applying social and 
travel restrictions, the government 
has budgeted 405.1 trillion rupiah 

($27 billion) for Covid-19 relief mea-
sures, 150 trillion rupiah of which 
will be allocated to the economic 
recovery while another 110 trillion 
rupiah will fund social aid. About 75 
trillion rupiah will go to health care.

If the Perppu is passed by mid-
year, the government will not have to 
propose an amendment to the 2020 
state budget to the House to make 

a large amount of Covid-19 funding 
available before the end of this year. 

Lawmakers and anti-graft activ-
ists have questioned the large allo-
cation for economic recovery, as the 
government has also allocated large 
budgets for social assistance and 
support for industries.

A group of activists has submitted 
a judicial review petition to the Con-

stitutional Court, demanding a re-
view of Article 2 of the Perppu, which 
strengthens the government’s budget 
spending authority, and Article 27 on 
government officials’ impunity.

Marwan Jafar, a lawmaker from 
the National Awakening Party (PKB), 
praised the Perppu for accelerating 
efforts to combat the virus but also 
noted that the government should 

abide by the Constitution, which 
mandated that amendments of the 
state budget be passed by the House.

“We must not allow a repeat of the 
BLBI [Bank Indonesia liquidity sup-
port] and Bank Century graft scandals 
that caused great state losses,” he said.

The BLBI and Bank Century bail-
outs are considered among the larg-
est financial scandals in the country’s 
history and saw government officials 
imprisoned after being implicated in 
the embezzlement of budget funds.

KPK chief Firli Bahuri said the 
anti-graft agency monitored the dis-
bursement of Covid-19 funds by the 
central government and local admin-
istrations regardless of the Perppu. 
He warned officials that, under the 
Corruption Law, people convicted of 
graft during a natural disaster could 
receive a maximum penalty of death.

“We will conduct firm law enforce-
ment,” he said during Wednesday’s 
hearing at the House.

Despite numerous natural disas-
ters and public emergencies since 
1999, the death penalty has not yet 
been handed down to a person con-
victed of such a crime.

The finance minister’s special 
staff member yustinus Prastowo 
said extending the budget deficit 
was the only way the government 
could fund the extraordinary poli-
cies taken during the pandemic. He 
dismissed concerns that the gov-
ernment would “go astray” with the 
budget deficit, as it would have to 
pay for it in the coming years.  

“The government will not commit 
suicide with the state budget. It will still 
report to the audit agencies,” yustinus 
said. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The executive order allows the government to extend the state budget deficit beyond the legal cap of three per cent of GDP and 
allocate the spending for programmes related to Covid-19 without the approval of the House. AFP

International studies and reports suggest that blood plasma containing Covid-19 antibodies drawn from 
recovered patients may help fight off the novel strain of the coronavirus. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

VN developing plasma guidelines UN: Myanmar army 
guilty of war crimes 
MyANMAR’S military must be 
investigated for possible “war 
crimes and crimes against 
humanity” as a conflict with 
rebels in the country’s north-
west ramps up, a UN rights 
expert said on Wednesday.

The military is locked in an 
increasingly bloody civil war 
against the Arakan Army (AA), 
an insurgent group fighting for 
more autonomy for ethnic 
Rakhine Buddhists.

Scores have been killed, 
hundreds wounded and some 
150,000 people have fled their 
homes since the fighting 
erupted in January last year.

Both the military and the 
insurgents accuse each other 
of abuses, including the killing 
last week of a World Health 
Organisation driver transport-
ing coronavirus test samples.

“While the world is occupied 
with the Covid-19 pandemic, 
the Myanmar military contin-
ues to escalate its assault in 
Rakhine state, targeting the 
civilian population,” the outgo-
ing UN Special Rapporteur on 
Myanmar, yanghee Lee, said in 
a statement on Wednesday.

Lee has been banned from 
entering Myanmar for most of 
her tenure after her outspoken 
criticism of the country’s treat-
ment of its Rohingya Muslims.

Some 750,000 Rohingya fled 
to neighbouring Bangladesh 
after military operations in 
2017 – for which Myanmar 
now faces charges of genocide 
at the UN’s top court.

The ongoing, systematic viola-

tion of international humanitar-
ian law and human rights “may 
amount to war crimes and crimes 
against humanity”, Lee said.

She accused the military of 
disappearing, torturing and 
killing dozens of AA suspects, 
as well as blocking aid and 
stopping injured civilians from 
reaching hospitals. 

The military, also known as the 
Tatmadaw, swiftly denied her 
allegations.

“The Tatmadaw is simply 
doing its job to protect the 
lives and safety of civilians,” 
military spokesman Brigadier 
General Zaw Min Tun said, 
without commenting on Lee’s 
specific accusations.

Denying claims that the mili-
tary is intentionally targeting civil-
ians, he told Radio Free Asia that 
the only target is “the AA and its 
insurgent activities . . . There is no 
reason to target civilians. But, as 
we have repeatedly stated, AA has 
been using the civilians and towns 
and villages as human shields.”

The UN rights expert also 
criticised the AA’s operations 
for bringing “negative impacts” 
on civilians, particularly after 
a series of kidnappings.

The government officially 
branded the group a “terrorist 
organisation”, meaning any news 
outlet that reaches out to them for 
comment could be charged under 
Myanmar’s terrorism laws.

Northern Rakhine has been 
under a strict lockdown and 
internet blackout for months, 
making any independent 
reporting difficult. AFP
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I
N THESE times of Covid-19, the 
big challenge for most of us is how 
to protect ourselves and our fami-
lies from the virus and how to hold 

on to our jobs. For policy-makers that 
translates into beating the pandemic 
without doing irreversible damage to 
the economy in the process.

With over three million cases and 
some 217,000 victims of the virus to 
date globally, and the expected loss of 
the equivalent of 305 million jobs 
worldwide by mid-year, the stakes 
have never been higher. Governments 
continue to “follow the science” in the 
search for the best solutions while 
foregoing the obvious benefits of 
much greater international coopera-
tion in building the needed global 
response to the global challenge.

But with the war against Covid-19 still 
to be won, it has become commonplace 
that what awaits us after victory is a 
“new normal” in the way society is 
organised and the way we will work. 

This is hardly reassuring.
Because nobody seems able to say 

what the new normal will be. Because 
the message is that it will be dictated 
by the constraints imposed by the 
pandemic rather than our choices and 
preferences. and because we’ve heard 
it before. The mantra which provided 
the mood music of the crash of 2008-
2009 was that once the vaccine to the 
virus of financial excess had been 
developed and applied, the global 
economy would be safer, fairer, more 
sustainable. But that didn’t happen. 
The old normal was restored with a 
vengeance and those on the lower 
echelons of labour markets found 
themselves even further behind. 

So may 1, the international day of 
labour, is the right occasion to look 
more closely at this new normal, and 
start on the task of making it a better 
normal, not so much for those who 
already have much, but for those 
who so obviously have too little. 

This pandemic has laid bare in the 
cruellest way, the extraordinary precar-
iousness and injustices of our world of 
work. It is the decimation of livelihoods 
in the informal economy – where six 
out of 10 workers make a living – which 
has ignited the warnings from our col-
leagues in the World Food Programme 

of the coming pandemic of hunger. 
It is the gaping holes in the social 

protection systems of even the richest 
countries, which have left millions in 
situations of deprivation. It is the fail-
ure to guarantee workplace safety that 
condemns nearly three million to die 
each year because of the work they do. 
and it is the unchecked dynamic of 
growing inequality which means that 
if, in medical terms, the virus does not 
discriminate between its victims in its 
social and economic impact, it dis-
criminates brutally against the poor-
est and the powerless.

The only thing that should surprise 
us in all this is that we are surprised. 
Before the pandemic, the manifest 
deficits in decent work were mostly 
played out in individual episodes of 
quiet desperation. It has taken the 
calamity of Covid-19 to aggregate 
them into the collective social cata-
clysm the world faces today. But we 
always knew: we simply chose not to 
care. By and large, policy choices by 
commission or omission accentuated 
rather than alleviated the problem.

Fifty-two years ago, martin Luther 
King, in a speech to striking sanita-
tion workers on the eve of his assassi-

nation, reminded the world that 
there is dignity in all labour. Today, 
the virus has similarly highlighted the 
always essential and sometimes 
heroic role of the working heroes of 
this pandemic. People who are usual-
ly invisible, unconsidered, underval-
ued, even ignored. Health and care 
workers, cleaners, supermarket cash-
iers, transport staff – too often num-
bered among the ranks of the work-
ing poor and the insecure. 

Today the denial of dignity to these, 
and to millions of others, stand as a 
symbol of past policy failures and our 
future responsibilities. 

On may Day next year we trust that 
the pressing emergency of Covid-19 
will be behind us. But we will have 
before us the task of building a future of 
work which tackles the injustices that 
the pandemic has highlighted, together 
with the permanent and no longer 
postponable challenges of climate, dig-
ital and demographic transition.

This is what defines the better nor-
mal that has to be the lasting legacy of 
the global health emergency of 2020. 

The writer is the director-general of the 
International Labour Organisation.

Opinion
Guy Ryder

New Normal? Better Normal!
A labourer works in a a workshop on the eve of International Labour Day in Lahore, Pakistan. The Covid-19 pandemic has laid bare in the cruellest way, the extraordinary precariousness 
and injustices of our world of work. It is the decimation of livelihoods in the informal economy – where six out of 10 workers make a living – which has ignited the warnings from our 
colleagues in the World Food Programme of the coming pandemic of hunger. afp
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E
RICH Phillips is a self-start-
er and entrepreneur from 
Dallas, Texas, in the US. af-
ter many rewarding years 

working for non-profit organisa-
tions, he and his wife, Dana, began 
their expatriate lives 10 years ago in 
China.

It was in Ningbo, in east China’s 
Zhejiang province where he built a 
community centre and restaurant to 
help bridge the culture gap between 
the East and the West.

after moving to Cambodia, Phil-
lips quickly found likeminded 
friends and started the first distrib-
uting craft brewery in the Kingdom. 

Phillips believes in the “Third 
Place”, which is where we go after 
work or outside of our home. It’s the 
place where everyone knows your 
name.

“Working in the food and bever-
age industry has been enjoyable, 
and the most rewarding aspect has 
been in the creation of a commu-
nity,” he says.

In addition to starting a brewery, 
Phillips also established the Craft 
Brewer’s association of Cambodia, 
Botanico Restaurant, and Craft Beer 
Garden on St 144. Philipps is also the 
executive director of the american 
Chamber of Commerce in Cambodia.

“From every challenge comes an 
opportunity. These days, we are chal-
lenged by social distancing. Though 
this fatigued topic is a part of our ev-
eryday vocabulary, Beer Bar Tuk Tuk 
is a new word for us in Phnom Penh.

“The Beer Bar Tuk Tuk idea is sim-
ple and brings the community joy to 
your doorstep, while respecting our 
need for physical distancing.

“Every evening, we donate a few 
beers to one of our regular clients. 
after which, we encourage them to 
‘Pay it Forward’ or ‘Beer it Forward’ 
to another friend in the neighbour-
hood,” Phillips says.

The ‘Beer it Forward’ concept is 
also simple – if someone buys you a 
beer, be kind and pay it forward by 
purchasing a beer for another friend.

Phillips designed this business 
model to reward people who are 
working from home.

“Show your team some gratitude 
by organising the Beer Bar Tuk Tuk 
to visit their house – with a thank-
you card from you.

“you can happily call your friends 
and tell them that ‘Beer Bar Tuk Tuk 
is on their way’ and ‘I bought you a 
beer’, our staff then move to your 
friend’s house to gift them a cold Cer-
evisia Craft Beer on draft,” he says.

The Beer Bar Tuk Tuk serves draft 
craft beers, including Craft Brewery 
american Pale ale, Centurion India 
Pale ale, Great Glen Blonde ale and 
Khmer Honey Blonde from Cerevi-
sia Brewery, a rich nose with tonnes 
of honey and malt.

a glass of 330ml beer costs $3 
while a case of 24 bottled beers goes 
for $36.

according to the owner, Cerevisia 
Craft Brewery has received recog-
nition from National Geographic, 

Beer advocate, and several regional 
publications.

“We bring locally crafted fresh 
draft beer to your door. For those 
who participate in ‘Beer it Forward’. 
This is a way to bring a bit more joy 
to your community. all you do is call 
our Beer Bar Tuk Tuk,” he says.

Locally crafted beer is brought to 
your door step. also, ‘Beer it For-
ward’ is a way for you to gift a beer 
to a friend and ‘Pay it Forward’.

Once you call, the Beer Bar Tuk Tuk 
staff will visit your home/location. 
you then have a chance to fill out a 
card with your message after they ar-
rive. Tell them your friends’ contact 
details, they will then deliver your 
gifted beer and note to your friends.

“many of us need a community. 
Beer Bar Tuk Tuk’s efforts answer 
that need for connectivity but still 
play within the rules of physical dis-
tancing.

“Social distancing doesn’t mean 
you have to drink alone. Beer it for-
ward. Get your beer and buy your 
friend one too and we’ll deliver it. 
Raise a glass and lift your spirits,” 
Phillips says.

While some countries have re-
stricted alcohol consumption, oth-
ers say drinking moderately can be 
a stress reliever and a necessary re-
storative.

In Phnom Penh, two Beer Bar 
Tuk Tuks were on the road over the 
Khmer New year holiday.

“The out-pouring of support for 
our crazy idea has been overwhelm-
ing and we appreciate it. This idea 
started as a way to share a beer with 
friends, in this socially distancing 
world we find ourselves in.

“Thank you for embracing this 
idea . . . we appreciate you as part of 
our community! Continue to ‘Pay It 
Forward’!,” says Phillips.

The Beer Bar Tuk Tuk opens from 
5-9pm from monday to Friday, and 
from 12-9pm on weekends.

For details, visit Beer Bar Tuk Tuk 
Facebook page at Beerbartuktuk, 
Botanico, Cerevisia Craft Brewery, or 
Craft Beer Garden & BBQ or email: 
info@cerevisiacraftbrewery.com or 
call 078 300 551.

‘Beer it Forward’ to your thirsty mates at home
The Beer Bar Tuk Tuk serves draft craft beers, including Craft Brewery American Pale Ale, Centurion India Pale Ale, Great Glen Blonde Ale and Khmer Honey Blonde from Cerevisia Brewery. SUPPLIED

The ‘Beer it Forward’ concept is also simple – if someone buys you a beer, be kind and pay it forward by purchasing a beer for another friend. SUPPLIED
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Half the alphabet?
  5 Sonata quartet
 10 Sounds from the meadow
 14 Ganges garb
 15 Draw out
 16 Take a shine to
 17 Think ahead
 18 It turns in its work
 19 Self-storage rental
 20 Walk-off game winner, 

sometimes
 23 “Get out of here!”
 24 Chem class requirement
 25 Anchor-chain openings
 28 Twosome
 30 Common omelet ingredient
 33 Be expectant
 34 Teeming
 35 Easily handled, as a ship
 36 Where one won’t find lost 

luggage
 39 It’s guaranteed to remove 

wrinkles
 40 Reminder to take out the trash
 41 Bones parallel to radii
 42 You can hang it or take it
 43 Owl’s sound

 44 Feared African fly
 45 Is in the past?
 46 Song for two
 47 Pucker up
 53 Mediocre
 54 The odds are against them
 55 Where Mike Krzyzewski coaches
 57 Golf tournament, sometimes
 58 Magisterial mallet
 59 Throw off
 60 Antarctic cruise sight
 61 Church land
 62 Miss America band
DOWN
  1 Cause of Cleopatra’s death
  2 Bath powder ingredient
  3 Kind of history or hygiene
  4 It’s needed to make a difference
  5 AT&T and Verizon, for two
  6 Potato exporter
  7 Babe with a bat
  8 Repeat word for word
  9 More fitting
 10 Book jacket write-up
 11 Indigenous Japanese people
 12 Of the same kind
 13 Songs the band is going to play

 21 Letter before iota
 22 Pencil holder, at times
 25 A bad one should be kicked
 26 Far from oblivious
 27 Tot’s vehicle
 28 Embroidered loop
 29 Off in the distance
 30 ___ a clue (is naive)
 31 Square footage measures
 32 Disorderly struggle
 34 Change the style of
 35 Year-end periods
 37 Zero on the scoreboard
 38 Black thrush
 43 “Every dog ___ its day”
 44 Little skirmish
 45 Treat unjustly
 46 First-magnitude star in  

Cygnus
 47 Vatican leader
 48 Computer error source, often
 49 Shape of the president’s office
 50 Actress Campbell of “Scream”
 51 Big cat native to the Americas
 52 Uses the slopes
 53 Cry
 56 Biblical suffix

“CARRY ON” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle
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‘CaTastrophe’ averted as 
India court rules for felines
a COURT in India’s Kerala 
state said on Tuesday it want-
ed to avoid “a CaTastrophe” 
by allowing a man to break a 
coronavirus lockdown to buy 
food for his furry felines.

The pun was included in a 
ruling by Kerala’s High Court 
on a petition brought by N 
Prakash, a Kochi-based owner 
of three cats, who said he was 
denied a pass by police to 
leave his home.

Prakash told the court he was 
a vegetarian and the cats, as 
carnivores, couldn’t do with-
out a special brand of biscuits.

The lockdown was imposed 
from march 25 for 21 days, 
with residents permitted to 
leave their homes only for es-
sential services such as buying 
groceries and medicine.

Citing India’s animal protec-
tion laws and the government’s 
inclusion of animal feed as es-
sential items permitted under 

the lockdown, the judges ruled 
in favour of Prakash and said 
he should be allowed to buy 
the biscuits.

“We have been called upon 
to respond to the desperate 
purrs of three felines,” Justices 
aK Jayasankaran Nambiar 

wrote in his judgement.
“We might observe, in a light-

er vein, that while we are happy 
to have come to the aid of the 
felines in this case, we are also 
certain that our directions will 
help avert a ‘CaTastrophe’ in 
the petitioner’s home.” AFP

An court in India’s Kerala state has ruled in favour of a man trying to feed 
his three cats, allowing him to break a coronavirus lockdown order. AFP

more Chinese women 
embracing menswear
E

XPERTS say androgy-
nous fashion doesn’t 
subtract from femininity 
but can work well if done 

right, Chen meiling reports.
Some women prefer cloth-

ing that appears more mascu-
line-suits, ties, waistcoats and 
overalls-over intricately 
designed feminine garments.

a rising awareness among 
women in China of their inde-
pendence, individuality and 
social recognition, as well as 
the gradual changes in gender 
culture at work and home, 
have manifested in their 
choices of attire, experts say.

The fashion of taking an 
androgynous appearance, 
which Chinese pop fans first 
learned from Japanese and 
South Korean stars, also sug-
gests Chinese society’s open 
approach to aesthetics, they 
add.

yao Qing, 23, cut her hair 
shorter and got rid of her floral 
skirts after becoming a college 
sophomore in 2016.

She started wearing collared 
shirts, loose pants and sneak-
ers, and chose clothes with few 
patterns and black, white and 
gray colour schemes.

“I felt more myself that way,” 
yao says, adding that although 
she has maintained the image 
of a “sweet and well-behaved 
lady” for years, she has been 
actually fond of outdoor sports 
such as skateboarding and ski-
ing since childhood.

“I don’t agree with the stere-
otype of women being fragile 
[as suggested by some apparel 
makers]. Women have the 
same courage and heroic spir-
it as men. We are free to show 
our true personality,” she says, 
adding that high-heeled shoes 
and skirts are inconvenient for 
daily use and action.

She majored in preschool 
education, as advised by her 
mother, but yao now works for 
a design company in 

Hangzhou, Zhejiang province, 
a field that interests her.

Xuan yanmin, 34, a public 
service worker in Hangzhou, 
buys new clothes every sea-
son. Sometimes she visits both 
womenswear and menswear 
stores to pick up jeans, loose 
T-shirts, overalls, pullovers, 
pencil pants and boots.

She says male apparel is 
more comfortable, although 
the designs aren’t as diverse 
and fitting of body curves as 
womenswear.

She reads fashion magazines 
and posts on Sina Weibo to learn 
more about fashion. Sometimes 
photos of women wearing busi-
ness suits and high heels in 
offices impress her. “They look 
vigorous, confident and reso-
lute in the workplace.”

Xuan, who is single and lives 
with her parents, says society is 
more open now. “No one will 
judge you by the way you dress.”

“How handsome girls can be 
in menswear” is a topic on the 
microblogging site that received 
over 70 million views and 15,000 
comments late last month.

The blogger, promoting the 
topic, says in a video that she 
had opened the closet of her 
boyfriend to try on his clothes. 
Some netizens commented she 
looked handsome and cool 
while others said they were 
inspired to try garments of male 
members in their families.

For Jiang mengmin, 34, a gar-
ment producer in Taizhou, Zhe-
jiang, the distinction between 
womenswear and menswear is 
not so obvious in modern times.

“The trend of an androgy-
nous style is seen in clothing 
of both genders. menswear 
has also become mellower,” 
she says, adding that it shows 
society has become more 
inclusive and diverse in tastes. 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Chinese actress Liu Tao poses in a suit, displaying an example of the 
androgynous style. CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Baseball’s 12-time all-Star 
Ramirez eyes Taiwan at 47
F

ORmER major League 
Baseball star slugger 
manny Ramirez is 
eyeing a comeback in 

Taiwan, the first place in the 
world to start its baseball sea-
son during the global corona-
virus pandemic.

“I have been itching to get 
back in the batter’s box and be 
able to compete again,” Ramir-
ez, 47, told the Taiwan Times.

He added his goal was to 
“find a roster spot” in Tai-
wan’s Chinese Professional 
Baseball League (CPBL). 

“I also miss being around 
teammates and team dinners 
post-game,” added Ramirez, 
who was an all-Star 12 times 
during an 18-year major 
League career and won the 
World Series twice with the 
Boston Red Sox.

Ramirez’s agent Hector 
Zepeda posted a Twitter video 
on Thursday of Ramirez prac-
tising in bright sunlight. 

“He never lost his touch 
he still got it. Opportunity 
is there for a comeback for 
China Professional Baseball 
League,” Zepeda tweeted. 

One of baseball’s most suc-
cessful big hitters, Ramirez 
played in Taiwan briefly in 2013 
after retiring from the major 
leagues in 2011 as one of only 25 
players to pass 500 home runs. 

The Dominican Republic 
native said attendances al-
most “quadrupled overnight” 
with his arrival at that time. 

“I know if I was given the 
opportunity to come into 
an organisation as a player-
coach, it would do great 
things for the organisation 
and the league,” he said. 

He described his experience 
playing for EDa Rhinos, now 
known as Fubon Guardians, 
as “a kid at a candy store”, say-
ing the Taiwanese fans treated 

him like “baseball royalty”. 
“my fondest memory of Tai-

wan happens to be my first 
home run in a Rhinos uniform.” 

Taiwan has bucked the glob-
al trend for scrapped sports 
events after starting a new 
baseball season this month. 

Despite its close proximity 
and economic links with Chi-
na it has managed to keep a 
lid on the Covid-19 outbreak 
with 429 confirmed cases and 
six deaths.

The four league teams are 
playing to empty stadiums 

in games broadcast live lo-
cally – with one team plac-
ing robotic mannequins and 
cardboard cut-outs of fans 
dressed in home colours and 
caps in stands. 

Some of the fixtures have 
also been broadcast with Eng-
lish commentary for interna-
tional audiences – Ramirez 
said he had been streaming 
most games. 

“my routine consists of be-
ing awake by 6am, reading 
and educating myself more 
and more on the Bible fol-

lowed by nine innings of Tai-
wanese baseball,” he said.

Ramirez was credited for 
boosting attendance in Tai-
wan’s once-struggling base-
ball league despite only play-
ing for three months before 
moving on to Japan.

“Ramirez was quite a sensa-
tion when he played in Taiwan 
in 2013 and attracted many 
fans,” an official at CPBL said.

“He would create fresh 
chatter if he comes to Taiwan 
again, whether as a player or 
coach this time.” afp

Former Boston slugger Manny Ramirez, now 47, is eyeing a comeback in Taiwan. getty images/afp

Wang’s skating reign comes to skidding and icy halt

Rodgers pondering his 
future in Green Bay

WaNG mENG has stepped down 
as head coach of China’s nation-
al speed skating team after serv-
ing only 11 months in the high-
profile post, casting a shadow 
over the squad’s preparation for 
the home Winter Olympics.

Less than two years out from 
the 2022 Beijing Games, a recent 
management reshuffle of the 
team, which consists of both the 
short-and long-track squads, 
has raised eyebrows, with Wang 
allegedly removed due to the 
winter sports national govern-
ing body’s dissatisfaction with 
results during her tenure.

The team on Wednesday 
began a fitness training camp 
in Chengde, Hebei province, 
where Wang’s absence and the 
introduction of new team 
manager Zhang Bei generated 
intense media interest.

multiple outlets, including 

Beijing News and The Paper, have 
reported Wang’s exit from the 
national post, yet the National 
Winter Sports administrative 
Center had still not confirmed 
the personnel change by 
Wednesday afternoon.

One of the most decorated 
short-track speed skaters of all 
time, Wang won four gold med-
als in women’s 500m, 1,000m 
and 3,000m relay at two Olym-
pic Games (2006 and 2010).

Despite a lack of compelling 
coaching experience on her 
resume, Wang’s appointment 
last may, as part of a merger of 
the short-and long-track 
squads, was initially hailed as a 
boost for the host’s medal hopes 
at the 2022 Beijing Games.

Her arrival ended the 13-year 
tenure of her former coach Li 
yan at the helm of the short-
track squad after the team fin-

ished the 2018-2019 season 
without a single gold at the 
world championships.

Overseeing management of 
both squads, the 35-year-old 
Wang was specifically in 
charge of the short-track unit’s 
training with help from South 
Korea’s former national team 
coach Kim Sun-tae and ex-
Canadian men’s team coach 
Derrick Campbell.

according to reports, the 
short-track team’s inability to 
keep pace with the world’s 
elite prompted the governing 
body to wield the axe.

Wang’s Korean assistant Kim 
is expected to take over the 
short-track team after leading 
the host’s squad to three golds, 
one silver and two bronze med-
als at the 2018 Pyeongchang 
Winter Olympics in South Korea. 
china daily/asia news network

VETERaN Packers quarterback 
aaron Rodgers may decide to 
finish his NFL career elsewhere 
after Green Bay drafted anoth-
er quarterback, team legend 
Brett Favre has said.

Last week, the Packers traded 
up to acquire Utah State quarter-
back Jordan Love with the 26th 
overall pick in the NFL draft.

Favre, who ended up playing 
the final three years of his career 
in other cities, told NBC Sports 
that he had spoken to Rodgers 
after the team took Love.

“Let’s just say [he was] sur-
prised that they went in that 
direction,” Favre said. 

asked if he expects the 
36-year old Rodgers to finish 
his all-star career in Green Bay, 
Favre said it was not likely.

“my gut tells me no,” Favre 
said. “I don’t know this for cer-

tain, but I guarantee you, it’s 
got the wheels turning in aar-
on’s mind.”

He added: “It’s not aaron’s 
job to mentor Jordan Love.”

Favre was himself replaced 
by Rodgers as the Packers’ 
starting quarterback in 2008, 
three years after Green Bay 
chose Rodgers with the 24th 
overall draft pick.

Rodgers, who is heading into 
the first year of a four-year $134 
million deal, guided the Pack-
ers to the Super Bowl champi-
onship in the 2010 season. 

The two-time NFL most valu-
able player is expected to make 
$21 million next season.

Favre won a Super Bowl with 
the Packers in the 1996 season 
before retiring in 2010 as a 
member of the minnesota 
Vikings. afp

Star Chinese speed skater Wang Meng stepped down as the national coach after just 11 months. Xinhua news agency

Two-time MVP quarterback Aaron Rodgers is widely expected to leave 
the Packers after the team drafted a new quarterback. getty images/afp
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