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Niem Chheng

I
N ITS latest measure to 
contain the spread of 
Covid-19 in the Kingdom, 
the Ministry of Labour 

and Vocational Training has 
ordered all factory owners in 
Phnom Penh and the prov-
inces to make a list of employ-
ees who took leave and 
returned to work despite the 
ban on travel between prov-

inces and Khmer New Year 
holidays being postponed.

The list must be submitted 
to a labour inspector daily 
and the workers quarantined 
for 14 days.

In a stern warning to com-
ply with the order, the min-
istry said employees who 
fail to comply could be fired 
without any compensation 
from their employer.

The order applies to all 

factories, enterprises and 
institutions, and is based 
on the Ministry of Health’s 
recommendation that all 
workers who took leave dur-
ing the Khmer New Year to 
return to their hometowns 
be quarantined.

All employees and their 
employers in Phnom Penh 
and the provinces must abide 
by the order, it said.

It said if employees cannot 

self-isolate in their homes, 
due to protests from room-
mates or homeowners, they 
need to notify the ministry 
so it can prepare a place for 
them to complete their quar-
antine.

The ministry said em-
ployers are not obligated to 
pay employees undergoing 
quarantine if they took leave 
without permission.

However, if employees had 

permission to take leave, they 
are entitled to a payment 
equal to seven days’ wages 
during their quarantine.

Employees who took un-
permitted leave because of 
special conditions such as 
childbirth or the passing of a 
close relative are entitled to 
full pay while in quarantine.

During quarantine, employees 

‘Quarantine or be fired’

ContInueD – page 3

Emergency law a step closer
Niem Chheng

THE state of emergency 
draft law has reached the 
Constitutional Council after 
being approved by all 54 
Senators during an extraor-
dinary session on Friday.

With the Constitution stip-
ulating that a state of emer-
gency shall be declared by 
the King, who remains in 

China for medical check-
ups, its legality and the bill 
itself would have to be 
reviewed by the council, 
Prime Minister Hun Sen and 
legislators said.

Senate spokesperson 
Mam Bun Neang confirmed 
to The Post on Sunday the 
bill was sent to the council 
on Friday afternoon.

“The Constitutional Coun-

cil will start deliberating it on 
Monday or Tuesday whether 
it is in line with the Constitu-
tion or not. After the review, 
the council will report to the 
King. So, I think the draft law 
will reach the King or Royal 
Palace [this] week,” he said.

During the Senate’s 
extraordinary session on Fri-
day, newly appointed Minis-
ter of Justice Koeut Rith 

defended the bill. He said 
the law would not affect the 
people’s rights and freedom 
as claimed by some civil 
society groups and senior 
UN rights officials. 

“This draft law is not made 
to restrict citizens’ freedom as 
criticised by some outsiders, 
but only to help the country

natIonal– page 2

smoking cannabis
the anti-drug department in takeo province had raided six locations growing marijuana and burned more than 4,000 
plants in a two-day operation in Kiri Vong district’s prey ampoak and preah bat Chonchum communes. POLICE

India tells 
tourists to 
leave cave
SIX foreign tourists who tried to sit 
out the coronavirus pandemic in 
an Indian cave have been sent to 
quarantine at an ashram near a 
town made famous by the Beatles 
after running out of money, police 
said on Sunday.

The four men and two women – 
from France, the US, Ukraine, Turkey 
and Nepal – had been living in the 
cave near Rishikesh in Uttarakhand 
state since March 24, police inspec-
tor Rajendra Singh Kathait said.

They have now been moved to 
Swarg Ashram, where they will be 
quarantined for 14 days – although 
none has shown coronavirus 
symptoms.

“Before the lockdown began . . . 
they had saved some money to buy 
food and other supplies.”

The Nepali man had been help-
ing the group buy essential items, 
Kathait added.

India has been under a nation-
wide lockdown since late March, 
with residents permitted to leave 
their homes only for essential serv-
ices such as buying groceries or 
medicine.

The lockdown was due to be 
lifted on April 15, but has been 
extended to at least May 3. Some 
sectors – including agriculture and 
manufacturing – will be allowed to 
re-open from Monday to ease the 
hardships of poorer Indians.

About 700 foreign tourists 
remain in Rishikesh, according to 
the state’s tourism department, 
and the government has launched 
the website “Stranded in India” to 
help travellers from abroad. AFP
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Soth Koemsoeun 

T
HE ministries of 
Environment, and 
Land Management, 
Urban Planning and 

Construction have listed the 
Peam Krasop Wildlife Sanctu-
ary in Koh Kong province and 
Phnom Prich Wildlife Sanctu-
ary in Mondulkiri province as 
state land to eliminate land 
grabbing offences.

The operations have gained 
support from community mem-
bers who expect forest crimes to 
decline with the move. 

A notice by the Ministry of 
Environment seen by The Post 
on Sunday said it is listing two 
natural protected areas – Peam 
Krasop Wildlife and Phnom 
Prich Wildlife Sanctuaries as 
state land.

This is intended to comply 
with the law and relevant legal 
standard letters, especially the 
2008 Law on Natural Protected 
Areas and the 2001 Land Law.

The notice said the pro-
cedure and the processes of 
listing the areas as state land 
was to locate and divide nat-
ural protected management 
areas including a core area, 
a conservation area, a multi-
purpose sustainable area and 
a community area for each 
natural protected area. 

Certifying the two wildlife 
sanctuaries is aimed at mini-
mising and eliminating the 
taking of state land.  

The notice said the execu-
tion of the state land registra-

tion project began in 2018. So 
far, a working group has com-
pleted the process of listing the 
core areas and the two wildlife 
sanctuaries as state land. 

Second, the Ministry of Land 
Management has issued 18 
property certification cards to 
the Ministry of Environment.

Of the 18, 10 were for state 
land titles in the core area 
of the Peam Krasop Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Koh Kong that 
covers an area of 4,672,61ha. 
The other eight titles were 
for state land in the core area 
of the Phnom Prich wildlife 
sanctuary in Mondulkiri that 
covers an area of 4,551,926ha. 

Ministry of Environment sec-
retary of state and spokesman 
Neth Pheaktra said on Sunday 
that the activity was a histori-
cal result for Cambodia.

The government supported 
it and urged state land regis-
tration in natural protected 
areas for the first time. It also 
reflected the government’s 
care and commitment to pro-
tecting and conserving natural 
resources in Cambodia. 

“In the days to come, our goal 
is to continue listing all natu-
rally protected areas under the 
management of the Ministry of 
Environment as state land.

“We are preparing to list the 
Kirirom National Park and we 
are studying the Prey Lang 
forest with development 
partners to list it also. We will 
study a series of other areas 
too,” he said.

Koh Kong province’s Peam 
Krasop community leader 
Siek Sabon supported reg-
istering the Peam Krasop as 
state land because, he said, 
the area was being threat-
ened by private ownership. 
The area has been cleared 
several times, but community 
members have stepped in to 
stop the offences in time.

“More than 300 families rely 
on the Peam Krasop area for 
their livelihoods, including 
fishing for squid and shrimp, 
catching crabs for sale on the 

beach. We hope that when 
this land is listed there will 
be no grabbers and we will 
still have the opportunity to 
rely on the area for our liveli-
hood,” he said.

Bunong indigenous com-
munity head Brong Norch 
who has patrolled the Phnom 
Prich wildlife sanctuary in 
Mondulkiri said on Sunday 
that he supported listing the 
Phnom Prich area. But he said 
that he doesn’t believe the au-
thorities yet on whether it will 
eliminate forest crimes.

“If officials who are respon-
sible for the area don’t crack 
down on the crime, it will not 
decline,” he said.

“Most forest crimes have 
occurred because officials 
sit around collecting money 
from the crime. Just the other 
day, we patrolled the area and 
encountered a crime. The 
offender claimed that he al-
ready paid 100,000 riel to offi-
cials. So, I have no faith in the 
officials,” he said.

Cambodia has 57 natural 
protected areas and three 
biodiversity corridor con-
servation areas that cover an 
area of more than 7.2 million 
hectares. 
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Sanctuaries now state land

The Peam Krasop and Phnom Prich wildlife sanctuaries now sit on state-owned land. environment ministry

Kids get to shine 
in art competition
Ry Sochan

THE Ministry of Information 
has appealed to parents and 
guardians to allow children 
aged six to 12 to join a drawing 
competition of World Heritage 
Sites – a UNESCO initiative to 
help children showcase their 
creativity while continuing to 
self-study at home.

“The UNESCO office in 
Cambodia has created the 
UNESCO Little Artists Ex-
hibition for young children 
between the ages of six and 
12 to participate in a draw-
ing competition of any World 
Heritage site they have visited 
or seen on TV,” the ministry 
said on Thursday. 

It suggested that young par-
ticipants visit the UNESCO 
website to browse the World 
Heritage List. To participate, 
the children must first get the 
approval of their parents or 
guardians.

Ministry spokesperson Meas 
Sophorn told The Post on 
Thursday that UNESCO holds 
the competition every year.

The ministry is promoting the 
competition more widely this 
year to help reach a higher num-
ber of Cambodian students.

“We wish to inspire young 

students of the next genera-
tion to understand the cul-
ture and civilisation of Cam-
bodia,” Sophorn said.

A UNESCO website post 
on April 13 said the spread 
of Covid-19 had posed many 
new challenges for parents 
and guardians of children. 
Students haven’t been able to 
go to school for a long time, 
the post said.

“Yet confinement can also 
be an opportunity – for learn-
ing, creativity and discovery. 
To encourage this creativ-
ity, UNESCO is inviting chil-
dren between ages six and 
12 to draw a UNESCO World 
Heritage site that matters to 
them,” the post said.

UNESCO expressed hope 
that through this initiative, 
children all over the world will 
be able to express their cre-
ativity in this difficult time and 
learn more about the world’s 
great cultural heritage.

Teachers, including mem-
bers of UNESCO Associated 
Schools Network, will sup-
port and share this initiative 
within their network. UNES-
CO will showcase some of 
the most artistically unique 
and diverse drawings on its 
website.

Draft law sent to council as questions linger
Continued from page 1

in a state of emergency,” he said.
Four UN rights officials on 

April 9 sent a four-page com-
munication to the government, 
expressing concerns over the 
bill which they said would 
affect civil rights and freedom 
if passed in its entirety.

One of the officials, rhona 
Smith – Special rapporteur on 

human rights in Cambodia – 
reiterated her concern in a 
statement on Friday that a 
state of emergency declared in 
response to the Covid-19 pan-
demic “risked violating the 
right to privacy, silencing free 
speech and criminalising 
peaceful assembly”.

“A state of emergency should 
be guided by human rights 
principles and should not, in 

any circumstances, be an excuse 
to quash dissent or dispropor-
tionately and negatively impact 
any other group,” she said.

rith stressed that the law will 
only be used when the country 
runs into dangers and by no 
means is aimed at restricting 
civil rights in normal situa-
tions. He said a line needs to 
be drawn between arbitrarily 
depriving citizens of their 
rights and governing the coun-
try in a state of emergency.

“Is there any country that has 
the law to declare a state of 
emergency without restricting 
freedom? From the Covid-19 
experience, it’s evident that 
there isn’t any. Some countries 
impose lockdowns and confine 
citizens to their homes. This is 
a travel ban.

“Some countries ban the gath-
ering of more than five people. 
This is a ban on freedom of 
assembly. In [democratic] France, 
for example, can people exercise 
their rights to demonstrations 
during this time? No, they can-
not. This is a fact,” he said.

rith said the law is meant to 
complement and enforce Arti-
cle 22 of the Constitution, 

which stipulates that a state of 
emergency shall be declared by 
the King on the request of the 
prime minister and approval by 
the National Assembly and 
Senate presidents.   

He said currently, there is no 
other law that can be applied 
should the King declare a state 
of emergency. 

“After it is signed into law and 
promulgated by the King, Cam-
bodia will have a [specific] law 
like other countries around the 
world. This is not an isolated 
case as some other nations 
have already declared a state of 
emergency to contain the Cov-
id-19 pandemic,” he said. 

He said the only difference is 
that in other nations, the prime 
minister or president has the 
power to declare it without con-
sulting the legislative bodies.

Consisting of five chapters 
and 12 articles, the draft law 
sets out formalities, proce-
dures and terms to declare a 
state of emergency if the coun-
try runs into danger and stipu-
lates a maximum 10-year 
imprisonment for anyone 
caught breaking it or hinder-
ing its enforcement.

The state of emergency draft law was approved by all 54 senators at 
an extraordinary session Friday. senate

The drawing competition aims help children showcase their creativity 
while continuing to self-study at home. ministry of information
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must contact their employer’s ad-
ministration every day at 8am to 
report their health condition.

When employees complete quar-
antine, they will receive a letter 
from the authorities to be present-
ed to their administration.

Once they are approved to work, 
they must wear masks in the work-
place, which will be provided by 
their employer.

The ministry said: “any worker who 
does not comply with the quarantine 
measures or violates the above mea-
sures and causes fear among other 
workers can be forced to resign with-
out receiving any payment of ben-
efits from the employer,” it said.

last week, authorities confirmed 
more than 15,000 employees in 
phnom penh had taken leave dur-
ing Khmer New Year. 

Free Trade Union of Workers of 
Kingdom of Cambodia (FTUWKC) 
president Man Senghak believes 
requiring employees to self-isolate 
for 14 days is a penalty.

Senghak said workers who took 
leave during Khmer New Year should 
go through medical checkups and 
be allowed to work normally if they 
show no symptoms. Only those who 
are suspected of showing symptoms 
should be isolated, he said. 

Workers 
isolated for  
holiday fun

Unemployed to get $40 per month
Long Kimmarita

T
HE Ministry of labour and 
Vocational Training has in-
structed enterprises, busi-
ness owners and travel 

agencies in five provinces to prepare 
the proper forms for the suspension 
of employment contracts.

This, it said, will make it easier for 
the ministry to transfer $40 a month 
to workers and employees via Wing 
(Cambodia) limited Specialised Bank.

On april 7, prime Minister Hun 
Sen announced changes in the al-
lowances for temporarily laid-off 
garment workers from receiving 60 
per cent of the minimum wage to a 
flat $70. Of the figure, $40 will come 
from the government and $30 from 
factory employers.

along with the change, the Gar-
ment Manufacturers association in 
Cambodia (GMaC) requested the 
ministry to issue concrete instruc-
tions around the procedure to give 
out the allowance. Some workers 
had claimed they had yet to receive 
the $40 from the government.

an instruction letter issued by the 
ministry dated on april 17 said for 
the government to provide the $40, 
employers or owners of factories, 
enterprises and establishments in 
the textile, garment and footwear 
sectors have to follow the procedure 
mandated by it.

The letter confirmed that employ-
ees in the tourism sector who are 
in phnom penh, Siem reap, preah 
Sihanouk, Kep and Kampot prov-
inces and out of work because ho-
tels, guesthouses, restaurants and 
travel agencies were affected by the 
Covid-19 pandemic were subject to 

the same conditions.
“The dissemination and the notifi-

cation of iD, personal phones or rela-
tives’ phones are to be made widely 
and openly to suspended workers and 
employees for the ministry to transfer 
$40 a month via the bank,” it said.

The ministry also warned that in 
case owners of factories, enterprises 
and establishments failed to fulfil 
the instructions, they have to take 
responsibility for paying workers 
the $40 themselves.

Minister ith Sam Heng also con-
firmed in a letter of instruction that 
when owners of enterprises in the 
garment and tourist sectors fulfilled 
all conditions when factory and en-

terprise owners announce a work 
suspension of seven to 10 days, 
workers would receive an allowance 
of $10 from their employers and $15 
from the government.

He further said that in case busi-
nesses announce a work suspen-
sion of 10 to 20 days, workers will 
receive an allowance of $20 from 
their employers and $30 from the 
government. if a one-month work 
suspension is announced, workers 
will receive $30 from their employ-
ers and $40 from the government.

“after a 10-day employment con-
tract suspension, workers and em-
ployers will receive a message on 
their phones from Wing informing 

them of the amount of money to be 
received.

“after receiving the notice, please 
take your Cambodian iD to secure 
your allowance from any Wing 
agent,” he said.

However, Sam Heng confirmed that 
in case workers failed to collaborate 
in providing documents and phone 
numbers, they will not receive the 
$40 from the government – meaning 
they would give up the allowances.

GMaC deputy secretary-general 
Kaing Monika could not be reached 
for comment on Sunday.

Cambodian alliance of Trade 
Unions president Yang Sophorn said 
employers had previously failed to 
fill in documentation properly as 
per the procedure of the work sus-
pension. “That’s why it made the 
government’s performance slow or 
non-existent,” she said.

She said she expects workers will 
receive their full allowances as de-
cided by the government after the 
employers fill out the form.

“i think it can be implemented be-
cause companies want to get away 
from an obligation to pay workers 
money.

“But if they fail to fulfil the obliga-
tion of filling out the work suspen-
sion forms properly they will take 
responsibility for this problem. 
Workers participated in fulfilling 
their roles already since the ministry 
announced the collection of phone 
numbers,” she said.

Ministry spokesman Heng Sour 
said that as of mid-april more than 
100 factories and enterprises had 
announced work suspensions citing 
a lack of raw materials or no orders 
for market exports.

Minister of Labour and Vocational Training Ith Sam Heng has warned that employers 
who do not fill out unemployment forms will have to pay the $40. hean Rangsey

authorities impound 80 
tonnes of fake sanitiser
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

OVEr the past month, author-
ities from the Ministry of Com-
merce’s Consumer protection 
and Fraud repression Depart-
ment seized more than 80 
tonnes of hand sanitiser made 
with methanol from markets 
across the country.

a ministry announcement 
on Friday said the seized sani-
tiser contained methanol, a 
substance banned by the World 
Health Organisation (WHO). 

The sanitiser was mostly con-
fiscated in the capital, but quan-
tities were also seized in prov-
inces throughout the Kingdom.

“Methanol is a non-toxic, 
colourless, odourless alcohol 
that is very similar to normal 
alcohol [ethyl alcohol], and is 
mainly used as a solvent,” the 
statement said.

Methanol is generally mar-
keted as methyl alcohol, methyl 
hydrate, methyl hydroxide, 
methylol, wood naphtha or 
wood spirit, among other 
names. it is completely water-
soluble and highly flammable.

WHO guidelines state that 
methanol is not allowed to be 
used as an active ingredient in 
the production of hand sani-
tisers as it can adversely affect 
the health of consumers. 

Short-term effects include skin 
burning, eye irritation, head-
aches, drowsiness, confusion, 
disorientation, nausea, disrupted 
digestion and dullness of vision, 
according to the guidelines. 

long-term effects can be 
far more serious.

“if mixed with alcoholic 
drinks or other beverages, it 
can be detrimental to the 
body’s nervous system, cause 
visual impairment and even 
complete blindness.”

On Sunday, ministry spokes-
man Seang Thay called on sell-
ers, businessmen, companies, 
enterprises and individuals who 
are conducting business with 
products containing methanol 
to stop the sale and distribution 
of them for the common good 
of the whole population.

if they do not stop their ille-
gal business practices, the 
ministry would take legal 
action, Thay said. 

Offenders will be fined or have 
their business licence revoked 
and a complaint will be filed 
with the court depending on the 
number of products seized.

General Department of Con-
sumer protection, Competi-

tion and Fraud prevention 
director-general phan Oun, 
said on Sunday the ministry is 
currently taking legal action 
against two foreigners who ille-
gally imported handwashing 
alcohol containing methanol 
into the Cambodian market.

“Methanol affects not only 
consumer economics but also 
consumer health, so we need to 
build a case in court according 
to legal procedures,” he said.

Oun confirmed more than 
80 tonnes of methanol-based 
alcohol hand sanitiser has 
been seized by the ministry.

in the past month, 75 tonnes 
of the illegally produced sani-
tiser was found in the capital, 
he said, and the ministry 
decided to burn it.

illegally produced sanitiser 
seized in the provinces is being 
stored where it was found 
while authorities wait for an 
expert committee to decide 
when it will be burned.

The Ministry of Commerce’s General Department of Consumer Protection, 
Competition and Fraud Repression shows off the seized sanitiser. ccf
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

aNTi-DrUG police reported 
on april 19 that the anti-drug 
department in Takeo had suc-
cessfully raided six locations 
growing marijuana and burned 
more than 4,000 plants. 

Vong Sokchea, acting chief 
of the anti-drug office at Takeo 
provincial police station told 
The Post that the operation 
took place over two days from 
april 17-18. The raids were in 
conjunction with the military 
police of prey ampoak and 
preah Bat Chonchum com-
munes, Kiri Vong district.

“For the past three days, 
our forces have found and 
burned 4,285 plants. also, 
eight water containers used 
to irrigate the crops were de-
stroyed,” he added.

Sokchea said during the 
first day of the operation, po-
lice investigated a location in 
preah Bat Chonchum com-
mune and seized 535 marijua-
na plants growing on 132sqm 
in the Thma Sangkran area. 

The next day, authorities 
searched the prey ampoak 
area and found 3,750 mari-
juana plants which were 
planted at four locations.

The report said authorities 
detained 20 suspects for mar-
ijuana trafficking and plant-
ing. Their cases have already 

been sent to prosecutors.
“We detained the suspects 

for illegal marijuana planting, 
which still happens in preah 
Bat Chonchum and prey am-
poak communes. These two 
communes are located near 
ponds and many small moun-
tains near the Cambodia-Viet-
nam border,” Sokchea said.

prey ampoak commune 
police chief Nhang Sang told 
The Post that people in prey 
ampoak commune do not 
generally farm but they like 
to fish, hunt, and grow mari-
juana like their ancestors.

From 1980 until 1990, the 
people in this commune 
grew marijuana in exchange 
for rice and other materials. 
However, the government 
considered marijuana plants 
addictive and banned them.

Some villagers migrated to 
become construction work-
ers or factory workers in dif-
ferent parts of the Kingdom. 
Some people still continue to 
grow marijuana plants near the 
mountains and ponds which 
are far from their villages to hide 
from authorities, he added.

“if we only check their farms in 
their villages, we would not find 
marijuana plants because they 
do not plant with other crops 
like before. Therefore, authori-
ties rarely find and the suspects 
who grow the plants,” he said. 

Takeo police nab 
20, destroy 4,000 
marijuana plants

Oddar Meanchey sanctuary 
planted with 10,000 saplings
Khorn Savi

F
OrEST rangers at 
the O’phal head-
quarters in the 
Sorng rukhavoan 

Wildlife Sanctuary in Oddar 
Meanchey province planted 
10,000 luxury tree saplings 
earlier this year as part of the 
provincial Department of  
Environment’s plan to restore 
3ha of forest in the province 
each year.

Department director 
phuong lina told The Post 
on Sunday that the new trees 
represent the official start of 
the department’s plan, which 
was unveiled last year.

He said last year, the de-
partment received more than 
4,000 tree saplings from the 
Ministry of Environment to 
restore 3ha of forest which 
was previously logged.

Most of the tree saplings, 
he said, would be planted by 
the department in the wildlife 
sanctuary later this year. 

The rest would be sold 
to outsiders and offered to 
schools, the Sorng rukhavoan 
community, pagodas and cer-
tain government bodies free 
of charge. 

“Besides having the plan 
to plant [tree saplings] our-
selves, we can sell them be-
cause we need a big budget to 
support this project sustain-

ably. We have a major plan 
to plant tree saplings every 
year,” he said.

lina said the 10,000 luxury 
tree saplings the department 
planted this year were most-
ly kranhuong trees.  Neang 
Nuon and thnong trees made 
up about 10 per cent of the 
saplings.  

Forest rangers and youths 
from the environmental de-
partment had volunteered to 
plant them. 

On Saturday, the provincial 
environmental department 
led a group of 11 youths to 

plant 1,100 tree saplings at 
the O’phal headquarters.  

lina said the tree saplings 
planted last year were cared 
for attentively and have grown 
to stand more than 1m tall. 
He said the grass around the 
trees needed to be trimmed 
regularly and that a forest fire 
prevention system was estab-
lished.

“What we planted on 3ha pre-
viously was extremely difficult. 
The saplings affected farmland 
where cattle would graze.

“But the most important 
thing is that we demand that 

the anti-forest fire system be 
established and grass be cut 
regularly. 

if possible, there could also 
be a system for planting [tree 
saplings] and extinguishing a 
forest fire,” he said.

Sorng rukhavorn commu-
nity head, the venerable Bun 
Saluth said his community is 
divided into three categories 
– forest glade which makes up 
about 60 per cent of the land, 
the semi-dense forest which 
covers 20 per cent and dense 
forest which accounts for 10 
per cent.

He said last year, the com-
munity received saplings 
from the Department of En-
vironment and planted them 
on more than 4ha in the forest 
glade. it included more than 
10,000 palm tree saplings.

“We have done more than 
the department, such as pa-
trolling the forest. . The de-
partment provides the tree 
saplings, we only plant them,” 
he said.

Saluth said this year, he 
plans to plant more palm 
tree saplings, kranhuong  and 
thnong trees on some 3ha. 
Those tree saplings would 
grow well if they are protected 
from forest fires, he said.

He also said during the dry 
season, 10,000 newly planted 
five-year-old tree saplings had 
been destroyed by arsonists.

Most of the tree saplings would be planted later this year. The rest would 
be sold to outsiders and offered to schools, the community, pagodas and 
certain government bodies free of charge. environment ministry
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Archaeologists have unearthed what is thought to be an ancient library near Lolei Temple. apsara NaTIONaL auThOrITy

ancient temple wall
found in Siem reap
Long Kimmarita

T
HE apsara National 
authority (aNa) has 
unearthed an an-
cient wall foundation 

around lolei Temple that has 
been buried for more than 100 
years under other historic reli-
gious constructions following a 
month of excavation at the site.

Specialists suspect the foun-
dation used to be a library.  

The Temple is located in lolei 
village, Bakong commune, pras-
at Bakong district, Siem reap 
province and was considered 
sacred land in the middle of in-
drathdak Baray (lolei Baray).

aNa specialists opened the 
excavation site in mid-March 
and planned to complete it 
in June to begin a restoration 
project.

in a Facebook post, the aNa 
announced on Friday that its 
archaeologists had begun to 
conduct research and spotted 
wonderful mysteries of many 
ancient construction struc-
tures such as gates, floors, 
ceramics and walls buried 
under religious construction 
since the French colonial era.

“The discovery of this gigan-

tic structure helps to provide 
new data for archaeological 
research, history, architecture 
and conservation, to develop 
and uphold lolei Temple bet-
ter than before,” the post read.

The aNa said a gradual 
change to the temple was made 
after new religious construction 
took place over some time.

But late last year, the lolei 
Temple abbot, lay priests and 
all members of the temple’s 
clergy commission decided to 
move to give the aNa a chance 
to conduct archaeological re-
search on the temple.

Tho Thon, an archaeolo-
gist at the Department of 
Conservation in angkor ar-
cheological park and also the 
head of the research team at 
lolei Temple told The Post on 
Sunday that a working group 
had opened 10 excavation 
pits under former religious 
construction sites in the east, 
north and west of the temple.

He said upon opening the 
pits, the group spotted the 
gates leading in three direc-
tions. Thon said the special-
ists are further studying the 
excavation pit as they suspect 
the walls to be a library.  all 

excavation pits are currently 
undergoing research.

“We began to remove soil 
that buried the towers at a 
depth of 20cm to 40cm to see 
the wall foundation of the an-
cient temple as the tower was 
not buried deeply.

“This foundation has been 
buried for a long time. if we 
remove all the soil, it is ex-
posed to wind and can be 
damaged,” he said.

On the reason for the bur-
ied structure, Thon conclud-
ed that perhaps builders in 
that time forgot that there 
was something underneath 
because soil had filled the an-
cient construction. 

“We do this for the body of 
the temple not to collapse 
because the four towers date 
back to the French colonial 
era – all the towers stand tall.

“But later they can collapse 
as the temple was built with 
bricks. it can collapse eas-
ily and is more difficult to re-
pair than a stone temple. We 
will repair it. it is really good 
for younger generations and 
tourists,” Thon said.

lolei Temple was built in 
893 BC.

Bigger traffic fines from May 1
Khorn Savi

STarTiNG May 1, the traffic 
police will enforce a new sub-
decree which increases traffic 
violation fines to three to five 
times their current rates. Offi-
cials expect the additional 
money gained from the 
increased fines will be used to 
reduce traffic accidents.

Minister of interior and 
chairman of the National road 
Safety Committee, Sar Kheng, 
confirmed the increase in fines 
on Friday.

“The National road Safety 
Committee urges people to obey 
traffic laws in order to protect 
their own lives and other people. 
people should drive with high 
awareness to promote honour, 
dignity and social order in Cam-
bodia,” the statement said.

The new sub-decree said driv-
ing without a helmet or wearing 
one inappropriately will carry a 
fine of up to 60,000 riel ($15).

Driving under the influence 
of alcohol, with 0.40mg per 

litre of air or 0.80g or higher 
per litre of blood, will cost 
motorcyclists and bicyclists 
one million riel.

light lorry drivers will be fined 
two million riel for the same 
offence, while heavy lorry drivers 
will be fined four million riel.

if a driver is caught driving 
under the influence of alcohol 
twice within six months, the 
traffic police will file a court 
report for legal action.

The government has decided 
that 2020 is the year to mini-
mise traffic accidents after a 
dramatic rise last year.

Traffic fatalities rose by 220 
last year, an increase of 12 per 
cent compared to 2018. Traf-
fic-related injuries jumped 29 
per cent over the same time-
frame – an increase of 1,371.

in the first three months of 
this year, traffic accidents 
across the country decreased 
by 150 compared to last year, 
a 14 per cent decrease.

The number of traffic fatalities 
fell by 20, or four per cent, over 

the same timeframe, while traf-
fic injuries decreased by 277, or 
17 per cent, Kheng said.

“The drop rate in both the 
number of deaths and injuries 
from traffic accidents is the result 
of the National road Safety 
Committee pushing for more 
enforcement of laws around the 
country to reduce the number of 
road accidents. There was a big 
increase last year,” he said.

institute for road Safety direc-
tor Kong ratanak expressed sup-
port for raising the fine under the 
new sub-decree but said he did 
not know whether the imple-
mentation of the sub-decree 
would be effective because it was 
announced quickly without 
widespread publicity. 

“The timeframe for the 
announcement is under three 
months. So, the announce-
ment is not widely known, 
which will shock the people. i 
want the new sub-decree pro-
moted to broaden the scope 
and delay its implementation 
a little,” ratanak said.

Ministry cancels school year
Ry Sochan

THE Ministry of Education has 
extended the suspension of 
public and private schools 
until further notice. it will fill 
the educational gap with a dis-
tance learning programme 
accessible via television.

The ministry announced on 
Friday that it has instructed 
public schools to collaborate 
with parents, guardians and 
local authorities to promote the 
Distance learning and E-learn-
ing programmes to students.

it also advised public schools 
to “Set up a schedule for guard-
ians to be present to ensure 
the safety and security of 
schools by regularly cleaning 
the campus [and] encouraging 
students to borrow textbooks 
to improve their autonomy 
and distance learning.”

private schools were also 
instructed to keep their cam-
puses clean while implementing 
the new learning programmes.

“The ministry encourages 
parents and students’ guardi-
ans to encourage their children 
to take part in home-schooling 
and distance learning.

“parents should also look 
after their children with hygi-
enic measures and keep them 
from places that have a high 
risk of infection (Covid-19),” 
the ministry said.

Ministry spokesman ros 
Soveacha told The Post on Sun-
day that rural students could 
receive the same education as 
urban students, as his ministry 
and the Ministry of informa-

tion signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding on preparation, 
production and Broadcasting 
of Distance learning and 
E-learning programmes. 

“The Ministry of Education 
will provide lessons for all sub-
jects and classes to the Ministry 
of information to be broadcast 
on Satellite Decho TV’s new 
education channel [TVK2].

“Students in 25 provinces 
will be able to access lessons 
in all subjects and grade levels 
in the near future,” he said.

Minister of Education, Youth 
and Sports Hang Chuon Naron 
wrote on Facebook on Sunday 
that the distance learning pro-
gramme will be broadcast 
from april 20 on Decho TV.

Students in towns and cities 
can find the lessons on cable 
TV, while students in rural 
areas can access the lessons 
with DTV satellite dishes. The 
lessons will also be available 
on smartphones.

Schools have been closed 
nationwide since mid-March 
following the Covid-19 out-

break. according to the Ministry 
of Education’s announcement, 
students are now required to 
take home-based and online 
courses organised by the min-
istry and its partners.

Government Diploma and 
Baccalaureate examinations 
have been postponed. But the 
ministry has allowed private 
schools to administer both 
examinations via distance 
learning or e-learning.

Neang Chan Mony, a chem-
istry teacher at Hun Sen Bori-
bor High School in Boribor 
district, Kampong Chhnang 
province, told The Post on Sun-
day that students living in the 
cities or towns can afford 
online classes but students in 
rural areas may find it more 
difficult because they do not 
have smartphones.

“Younger students may not 
know how to use phones, as 
they can be difficult. Older stu-
dents know a bit more about 
it. if they are trying to learn 
from a TV, perhaps that’s better 
for rural students.” he said.

With the school year suspended, students will learn at home. heNg chIvOaN



Thou Vireak 

JAPANESE lender Mizuho 
Bank Ltd will provide a $55 
million loan to refinance a 
project for power transmis-
sion line operator Cambodian 
Transmission Ltd (CTL), it 
said in a press release on 
Wednesday.

The loan is the bank’s first 
project finance deal in Cam-
bodia and is co-financed with 
Amsterdam-headquartered 
ING Bank NV, it said.

The project will link two 
substations located in north-
ern Phnom Penh and in Kam-
pong Cham province, via a 
100km double circuit 230 kV 
overhead transmission line, 
to meet rising electricity 
demand in the capital and 
surrounding areas.

“Cambodia’s economic 
development has led to a rise 
in demand for a stable power 
supply, and the energy sector 
is now a key area in terms of 
economic policy,” it said.

The two banks signed a con-
tract on March 12 on the 
10-year loan with CTL.

CTL, a wholly owned sub-
sidiary of Malaysia’s HNG 
Capital Sdn Bhd, launched a 
project to transmit power to 
the Phnom Penh metropolitan 
area under a 25-year contract 
it signed with state-run elec-
tric power company Electricite 
du Cambodge in August 
2013.

“Our new loan refinancing 
the project is co-financed with 
ING Bank NV and is backed by 
a 10-year extended political 
risk guarantee from the World 
Bank Group’s Multilateral 
Investment Guarantee Agency 
[Miga], in addition to a guar-
antee from the government of 
Cambodia over the life of the 
project. 

“This is also Miga’s first guar-
antee in Cambodia. With this 
project finance deal, we aim to 
promote future diversification 
of capital from international 
finance markets for Cambo-
dia’s energy sector,” it said. 

Ministry of Mines and Ener-
gy spokesman Victor Jona pre-
viously said electricity demand 
is growing at an average of 
16-18 per cent annually, 
although it soared 25 per cent 
last year from 2018.

Cambodia can currently 
generate about 70 to 80 per 
cent of total domestic electric-
ity consumption, he said.

The Kingdom produced 
11.261GWh of electricity last 
year, up 21 per cent from 
2018’s 9.427GWh, said a min-
istry report.

Hin Pisei

THE Council for the Development of 
Cambodia (CDC) issued final regis-
tration certificates to five investment 
projects between April 13-17 worth 
more than $24 million and which are 
expected to generate 6,373 jobs.

This brings the tally of projects ap-
proved by the CDC this month to 26, 
which are worth a cumulative $584.3 mil-
lion and are expected to generate 17,166 
jobs, it said in an announcement.

Cambodian Wuxi Jin Mao Garment 
Co Ltd’s $5.8 million garment fac-
tory is located in Prambei Mum com-
mune’s Lve Thmey village in Takeo 
province’s Traing district and is ex-
pected to generate 2,974 jobs.

Boeey Garment Co Ltd’s $5.6 mil-
lion garment factory is located in Tra-

paing Krasaing commune’s Chungruk 
village in Phnom Penh’s Por Sen Chey 
district and is set to generate 1,648 
jobs.

Cambodian Fg-Xn Packaging Indus-
trial Co Ltd’s $4.7 million fabric bag 
factory in Preah Nipean commune’s 
Tuol Thnong village in Kampong 
Speu province’s Kong Pisei district is 
expected to generate 516 jobs.

Multiwin Textile (Cambodia) Co 
Ltd’s $4.1 million “environmentally 
friendly” bag factory in Popel com-
mune’s Champol village in Takeo 
province’s Tram Kak district is set to 
generate 1,013 jobs.

Namper Packaging (Cambodia) Co 
Ltd’s $3.9 million cardboard box fac-
tory located along National Road 2 in 
Prambei Mum commune’s Lve Thmey 
village in Takeo province’s Traing dis-

trict will generate 222 jobs.
Royal Academy of Cambodia re-

searcher Ky Sereyvath told The Post 
on Sunday that the CDC’s recent ap-
provals show that economic activity 
in the Kingdom has not slowed down, 
despite concerns fuelled by the ongo-
ing health crisis.

In an effort to maintain a sustainable 
labour force during the Khmer New 
Year holidays, the government ordered 
people to work as usual, he said.

“This is an indication of optimism 
for the economy and diminishing 
concerns, because when society and 
people are concerned, [the govern-
ment] will trim budget expenditures, 
which will lead to a decline in eco-
nomic power.

“This social optimism is a psycho-
logical strategy that every country in 

the world has always implemented 
in its economic policies to encourage 
people to boost economy activity,” 
said Sereyvath.

He expressed his optimism that the 
number of projects would continue 
to increase in Cambodia, noting that 
many US companies are now with-
drawing their investments from China 
and are looking to Southeast Asia.

At the same time, he said, the gov-
ernment strives to provide additional 
human resource training during the 
outbreak.

“Along with the increase in the pro-
ductivity of the workers, the Cambodi-
an government also needs to conduct 
further studies and prepare policies 
that further encourage investment in 
line with the aspirations of new inves-
tors,” he said.
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Borrowers facing Covid-19 induced 
hardships to get reprieve from MFIs 
May Kunmakara

N
ON-PROFIT, mem-
b e r s h i p - b a s e d 
NGO Cambodia 
Microfinance As-

sociation (CMA) is committed 
to offering loan restructuring 
for clients whose incomes 
have been affected by the 
Covid-19 pandemic, it said in 
a joint statement on Friday.

All CMA members vowed 
to implement measures and 
resolve their clients’ issues 
“based on their internal prin-
cipal, type of clients, impact 
and actual situation for each” 
client in compliance with 
National Bank of Cambodia 
(NBC) regulations and ensure 
the sector’s sustainability, 
said the CMA.

“To have their loans restruc-
tured, affected clients must 
contact the microfinance in-
stitutions [MFIs] from which 
they took out their loans, dis-
cuss the situation and seek a 
win-win solution for the sus-
tainability of the financial sec-
tor and the national economy. 

“For those clients who have 
experienced little or no im-
pact and are capable to repay 
their loans, the association 
encourages them to continue 
their payments as usual to 
give [MFIs] the opportunity 
to help the most affected cli-
ents,” it said.

Vithey Microfinance Plc 
CEO Bun Mony said no clients 
had requested to refinance 
their loans. “If we have any af-
fected clients contact us, we’ll 
send our staff to meet them 
and assess their situation.

“We plan to start loan re-
structuring this month in 
compliance with our regula-
tor’s [NBC] guidelines if we 
find out that many of our cli-

ents are affected,” he said.
Prasac Microfinance Institu-

tion Ltd executive vice-pres-
ident Say Sony told The Post 
on Sunday that the few clients 
requesting to reschedule their 
loans were mostly from the 
four priority sectors identified 
by the NBC late last month.

“Some clients face a direct 
impact from Covid-19 and 
others an indirect one. How-
ever, most of our clients still 
honour their loan repayment 
obligations and make their 
payments on schedule.

“In response to clients’ re-
quests, we assess their situa-
tions and discuss an appro-
priate solution acceptable for 
both parties,” he said.

On March 27, the NBC is-
sued a directive to all banks 
and financial institutions to 
restructure credit for loans in 
four priority sectors, a move 
lauded by the private sector.

The directive aims to main-
tain financial stability, sup-
port economic activity and 
ease the burden of debtors 
facing declining revenues 

during the ongoing Covid-19 
outbreak.

The four priority sectors cit-
ed by the NBC were tourism 
(including food and bever-
age, as well as other support 
services), garments (includ-
ing employees), construction 
(exclusively for first house 
purchasers, shops and first 
mortgages) and transport (es-
pecially taxi drivers and tuk-
tuk drivers) and logistics.

The directive also recom-
mends banks and financial in-
stitutions to verify that clients 

are struggling financially be-
fore restructuring their loans.

As of the end of last year, 
Cambodia has 46 commercial 
banks, 15 specialised banks 
and 82 MFIs. There are also 
248 rural credit operators, 
15 leasing companies and 20 
payment service providers, 
an NBC report said.

Banks’ outstanding loan 
portfolio reached $24.5 billion 
last year while deposits stood 
at $25.5 billion. Among MFIs, 
loans reached $7.2 billion and 
deposits $3.9 billion.

CDC okays five projects to create 6,373 jobs

Mizuho 
Bank lends 
$55M for 
electricity

Cambodia Microfinance Association (CMA) says it is committed to offering loan restructuring for clients whose incomes have been affected by the 
Covid-19 pandemic. supplied
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Prince Bank has joined with the royal Government of cambodia to provide SMe loans by partnering with the newly created Small and Medium enterprise Bank of cambodia (SMe Bank). This to serve as a source of 
financing for SMes under its SMe co-Financing Scheme 2020. The SMe co-Financing Scheme 2020 (ScFS) provides SMe loans for capital expenditure and working capital with a special interest rate of 7 per cent per annum, 
and for a maximum term of four years. For SMes that do not qualify under the ScFS program. They can still work with Prince Bank and apply for a business loan. 

Prince Bank participates in SME Co-Financing Scheme 2020
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Indonesia 
set to give 
additional 
tax breaks
INDONESIA will issue larger 
tax breaks to cover 11 business 
sectors similar to the incen-
tives given to manufacturing 
industries to help companies 
weather the economic impacts 
of the Covid-19 pandemic.

The 11 sectors are food, 
trade, electricity, oil and gas, 
mining and coal, forestry, 
tourism and the creative econ-
omy, telecommunications, 
logistics, transportation and 
construction, Minister of 
Finance Sri Mulyani Indra-
wati said on Friday.

She added that the incen-
tives would be in the form of 
individual income tax exemp-
tions, import tax deferrals 
and 30 per cent corporate tax 
discounts. The tax incentives 
would be covered in the 
fourth stimulus package that 
the government is currently 
finalising.

“From an economic stand-
point, the Covid-19 shocks 
could damage businesses and 
cause massive bankruptcy,” Sri 
Mulyani told reporters via a tel-
econferenced briefing. “We are 
trying to focus our stimulus to 
lessen the Covid-19 economic 
shocks on citizens.”

The government previously 
announced tax breaks for 

manufacturing industries 
worth 22.9 trillion rupiah 
($1.6 billion).

Manufacturing workers 
with incomes below 200 mil-
lion rupiah per year would be 
exempted f rom pay ing 
income tax. Corporate income 
tax for the manufacturing 
sector has also been cut by 30 
per cent and import tax pay-
ments deferred.

Tax revenue contracted 2.5 
per cent last month to 241.6 
trillion rupiah, mainly driven 
by a weakening oil and gas sec-
tor, while customs and excise 
revenue grew by 23.6 per cent 
to 38.3 trillion rupiah, driven 
by a rise in tobacco excise.

“Tax revenue will face heavy 
pressure over the next several 
months as economic activities 
slow down, fiscal stimuli take 
effect and commodity prices 
decline,” Sri Mulyani said.

Indonesia booked a state 

budget deficit of 76.4 trillion 
rupiah as of last month but 
the amount “did not fully 
reflect the economy” as rev-
enue grew significantly while 
spending growth slowed, Sri 
Mulyani added. The budget 
deficit is expected to widen to 
5.07 per cent this year.

Indonesia has set aside 405.1 
trillion rupiah from the 2020 
state budget for medical needs, 
the social safety net and relief 
for small and medium busi-
nesses as the pneumonia-like 
illness has infected more than 
5,000 people as of Friday after-
noon, with 496 dead.

“Further stimuli will be 
announced, including for the 
healthcare sector,” the finance 
minister said. “We will con-
tinue to make sure that meas-
ures to lessen the Covid-19 
impacts will have proper 
budget support.” THE JAKARTA 

POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

CONTAINING the Covid-19 
pandemic will cost the Asia-
Pacific at least $2 trillion in lost 
household and corporate 
incomes through next year, 
said global credit rating agen-
cy S&P Global Ratings.

The ratings firm has calcu-
lated the economic cost of an 
initial one-month lockdown 
could be about three per cent 
of gross domestic product in 
the Asia-Pacific.

Its Asia-Pacific chief econo-
mist Shaun Roache said: “As 
the Covid-19 pandemic 
endures, we are learning more 
about its human, economic 
and financial costs.

“The next lesson will be about 
the cost of transition between 
lockdown and vaccine.”

The global analytics firm 
now expects economies to 
enter a transition period where 
social distancing measures 
will range between full lock-
downs and business-as-usual 
until mid-2021.

This will involve some social 
distancing constraints and will 
differ by country. Complicat-
ing matters even more, each 
country’s position in this con-
tinuum seems likely to shift 
randomly as second and third 
waves of infections rise and 
fall, said S&P Ratings.

Economic policies can limit 
some of the damage during first-
wave containment, support the 
partial recovery through transi-

tion, and provide a bridge to the 
self-sustaining recovery that 
takes hold in late 2021. However, 
the costs continue to compound, 
added the company.

The New York-based firm has 
revised Asia-Pacific growth to 
0.3 per cent for this year from 
4.8 per cent before the Covid-
19 pandemic erupted.

Its growth forecast has been 
lowered to just 1.2 per cent for 
China, from 2.9 per cent in the 
most recent (post-coronavirus) 
projection, for India to 1.8 per 
cent from 3.5 per cent, and for 
Japan it now sees a 3.6 per cent 
contraction, the previous 1.2 
per cent reduction.

Roache said: “From an eco-
nomics perspective, the main 
risk now is unemployment. Jobs 
are easily lost but hard to win 

back and a surge in unemploy-
ment, say by more than four 
percentage points across the 
region, would mean a much 
flatter recovery path.”

Enduring unemployment 
would cascade to the broader 
economy, the company added. 
Consumption would be lower, 
savings would be higher, and 
stress may emerge among 
some of the region’s more lev-
eraged household sectors.

One risk which has eased 
for now is a substantial tight-
ening in US dollar financing 
conditions, said S&P. This 
provides greater policy space 
for emerging markets and 
reduces the potential of trig-
gering a balance of payments 
instability. THE NATION (THAILAND)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Cambodia could export rice 
to East Timor ‘as soon as May’
Thou Vireak

C
AMBODIA plans to 
export rice to East 
Timor next month to 
meet the country’s 

growing demand amid the 
Covid-19 outbreak, making 
it the newest market for the 
Kingdom’s rice, Cambodia Rice 
Federation (CRF) chairman 
and former vice-president Hun 
lak told The Post on Sunday.

East Timor on Friday ex-
pressed its interest in im-
porting the crop at a meeting 
between state-owned Green 
Trade Company, the Min-
istry of Commerce and the 
CRF with newly-appointed 
Ambassador of East Timor 
to Cambodia Ermenegildo 
‘Kupa’ lopes, he said.

“We could export rice to East 
Timor as soon as May. I believe 
that we can initially export 
some $10 million worth of rice 
to the country,” said lak.

He said the East Timor side 
will soon send an official let-
ter to the Kingdom’s Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and Inter-
national Cooperation outlin-
ing the timing, quantity, types 
of rice, shipping and other 
conditions of the trade.

He added that Vietnam’s 
tightening restrictions on rice 
exports to curb food shortag-
es during the pandemic had 
led East Timor to strike a deal 
with the Kingdom instead.

The move comes as the gov-
ernment and the CRF strive 
to find new markets for the 
Kingdom’s rice to deliver a 
quarter-on-quarter rise in ex-
ports in the second quarter. 

“We hope that this year’s 
rice exports will be higher 
than last year, while the rice is 
better than the previous year 
and the price of rice from 
farmers is also reasonably 
high,” said lak.

Cambodia exported 230,948 

tonnes of rice worth $161 mil-
lion in the first three months 
of this year, up 35.20 per cent 
from the same period last year, 
said a Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries report.

Figures show that during 
the period, the Kingdom ex-
ported 101,345 tonnes of rice 
to China, up 34.88 per cent 
year-on-year; 70,040 tonnes 
to Europe, up 30.33 per cent 
year-on-year; 28,799 tonnes 
to Asean, up 12.47 per cent 

year-on-year; and 30,764 
tonnes to other markets, up 
13.32 per cent year-on-year.

Meanwhile, East Timor im-
ported 6,800 tonnes of rice in 
the first two months of this 
year, around 5,000 tonnes less 
than the year-ago period, data 
from the Port Authority of 
Timor-leste (Aportil) shows.

Cambodia exported 620,106 
tonnes of milled rice last year, 
down 0.97 per cent from 2018, 
ministry data shows.

Cambodia exported 230,948 tonnes of rice worth $161 million in the first three months of this year, up 35.20 
per cent from the same period last year. HENG CHIVOAN

Containing the Covid-19 pandemic will cost the Asia-Pacific at least 
$2 trillion in lost household and corporate incomes through next year. 
AFP

Minister of Finance Sri Mulyani Indrawati said the incentives would be 
in the form of individual income tax exemptions, import tax deferrals 
and 30 per cent corporate tax discounts. AFP

Asia-Pacific losses may hit 
over $2T as lockdowns ease

Vietnam’s cash-rich 
firms more resilient 
in coronavirus crisis
CASH-RICH companies in 
Vietnam are in much better 
shape to weather market crises 
amid the impact of the Covid-
19 pandemic than their peers 
on the stock market, said VNDi-
rect Securities Corp (VNDS).

“The Covid-19 pandemic 
has not only caused a global 
disruption but also threatened 
to bring about a worldwide 
economic recession,” VNDS 
said in a recent report.

Investments in companies 
with strong finances help safe-
guard returns during market 
crises because businesses with 
ample cash will be better able 
to cope with challenges and 
recover faster than others, 
VNDS said.

“At this time, the Covid-19 
pandemic acts like a natural 
selection process, opening up 
new business opportunities, 
especially for businesses with 
strong financial capacity to 
gain market share, leaving 
their opponents far behind,” 
said VNDS.

VNDS has filtered out busi-
nesses with abundant cash 
balances to help investors 
determine the stocks with high 
investment potential.

To classify businesses, the 
VNDS applied a filtering meth-
od to all 1,023 stocks on the 
three floors of the Ho Chi Minh 
Stock Exchange (HoSe) and 
the Hanoi Stock Exchange 
(HNX) and its Unlisted Public 

Company Market (UPCoM), 
excluding companies in bank-
ing, insurance and securities.

Under VNDS’s filtering meth-
od, a cash-rich company has 
average weekly liquidity, or 
matched volume, of more than 
10,000 shares, market capitali-
sation of over 200 billion dong 
($8.6 million), net cash/market 
capitalisation ratio of more 
than 50 per cent and debt/
equity ratio lower than 1.

Based on the filtered list, 
VNDS expects recovery from oil 
and gas stocks such as Petrovi-
etnam Fertilizer & Chemicals 
Corporation (DPM), PetroViet-
nam Technical Services Corpo-
ration (PVS), PetroVietnam Oil 
Corporation (OIl) and PetroVi-
etNam low Pressure Gas Dis-
tribution JSC (PGD).

The industrial real estate and 
logistics stock groups are also 
expected to recover faster than 
other sectors thanks to the 
movement of capital from China 
to Vietnam and free trade agree-
ments involving Vietnam.

Meanwhile, the construction 
industry, especially the civil con-
struction sector, is not tipped for 
success due to the gloomy real 
estate market this year.

Despite rising demand for 
housing, the postponement of 
project licensing and capital 
pressure will weigh on real 
estate developers in the post-
disease period, said VNDS. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK



Venezuela slams 
US over ‘vulgar’ 
central bank 
funds seizure

VENEZUELA on Friday hit out 
at the US over the seizure 
of $342 million that its cen-

tral bank had held in an account 
at Citibank.

In a Twitter post, Foreign Minister 
Jorge Arreaza blasted the “vul-
gar dispossession” of the money 
“ordered” by the US – and pointed 
to “complicity” by the opposition-
controlled National Assembly.

The US-based assets of Ven-
ezuela’s central bank are among 
those that have been frozen under 
tough sanctions put in place by 
the government of US President 
Donald Trump.

This week, Venezuela’s legis-
lature – led by US-backed Juan 
Guaido – authorised the transfer 
of the funds from a central bank 
account with Citibank to its account 
at the New York branch of the US 
Federal Reserve.

Neither the National Assembly 
nor the central bank divulged the 
amount transferred, but opposition 
lawmaker Angel Alvarado said it 
amounted to $342 million.

Alvarado said the move aimed to 
“further protect these assets”, but 
the central bank called it illegal. 

President Nicolas Maduro’s 
government does not recognise the 
National Assembly as the lawful 
legislature.

In January last year, Guaido used 
his position as Assembly speaker 
to declare himself acting president 
in a direct challenge to Maduro.

He has since been recognised by 
more than 50 countries, including 
his principal ally in Washington. 

Washington has helped Guaido 
seize control of Venezuelan 
government assets held in the 
US, including Citgo, the US-based 
subsidiary of state oil company 
PDVSA. AFP

World

9THE PHNOM PENH POST  april  20, 2020  WWW.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

C
O r O N a V i r U S 
deaths surged past 
100,000 in Europe 
as the world’s top 

musicians joined forces for 
a virtual concert, hoping to 
spread cheer to billions stuck 
at home under lockdown.

a-listers including the 
rolling Stones, Taylor Swift, 
Stevie Wonder and teen su-
perstar Billie Eilish enter-
tained fans with a six-hour 
online extravaganza cele-
brating healthcare workers.

The event, set up by advo-
cacy group Global Citizen 
with the World Health Organ-
isation, aimed to cultivate a 
sense of community during 
the pandemic, which has 
ravaged the global economy 
with nearly 2.3 million con-
firmed infections in total.

at least 157,000 people 
have been killed by Covid-
19 with two-thirds of the 
deaths in Europe, an aFp 
tally shows, and nearly a 
quarter of fatalities in the 
US, the worst-hit country.

The US has the highest 
caseload of any country, with 
more than 735,000 confirmed 
infections, and by Sunday 
had lost 38,910 people to the 
virus, a tally from Johns Hop-
kins University shows.

progress was marked in 
some places, with New York 
state reporting the lowest 

number of deaths in weeks, 
which Governor andrew 
Cuomo attributed largely to 
social distancing.

Mounting evidence sug-
gests that social distancing 
slowed the pandemic after 
more than half of humanity 
– 4.5 billion people – were 
confined to their homes.

Stay-at-home orders have 
been enforced in italy and 
Spain, both still the hardest-hit 
countries in Europe, with death 
tolls over 20,000, followed by 
France, which has recorded 
more than 19,000 fatalities.

as governments around the 
world grapple with when and 
how to ease lockdowns, Spain 
on Saturday extended its na-
tionwide shutdown to May 9.

Mexico, Japan and Brit-
ain have all expanded their 
movement restrictions.

Yet elsewhere, signs that 
the outbreak could be eas-
ing prompted Switzerland, 
Denmark and Finland to 
begin reopening shops and 
schools this week.

Germany has declared the 
virus “under control” after 
3,400 deaths and is begin-
ning the delicate task of lift-
ing some restrictions with-
out triggering a secondary 
outbreak – with some shops 
allowed to reopen Monday, 
and some children return-
ing to school within weeks.

iran also allowed some 
Tehran businesses to reopen 
on Saturday despite the Mid-
dle East’s deadliest outbreak.

“How can i keep staying at 
home? My family is hungry,” 
said Hamdollah Mahmoudi, 
45, a shopworker in Tehran’s 
Grand Bazaar.

Meanwhile, many of the 
world’s 260 million Ortho-
dox Christians are preparing 
to mark Easter without at-
tending church services.

in Zimbabwe, mass ral-
lies and military parades to 
mark the country’s 40th an-
niversary of independence 
from British colonial rule 
were cancelled.

Buckingham palace an-
nounced that Queen Eliza-
beth ii will not mark her 
birthday on Tuesday with a 
traditional gun salute.

Vietnam has detected no 
new cases of Covid-19 for 
three consecutive days, the 
National Steering Commit-

tee on Covid-19 prevention 
and Control announced on 
Sunday morning, reported 
Viet Nam News.

The total number of peo-
ple who have contracted 
coronavirus in the country 
remains at 268, with 201 of 
those making a full recovery.

Currently, there are 67 pa-
tients in hospital with the vi-
rus. Of those, 14 have record-
ed one negative test and six 
have twice tested negative.

There are 62,998 people 
currently in quarantine na-
tionwide, with 279 people 
monitored at hospitals, 
11,338 people at health cen-
tres or other establishments 
and 51,381 people are self-
quarantined at home.

Meanwhile, laos’ Ministry 
of Education and Sports an-
nounced on Friday that all 
schools and tertiary centres of 
education will remain closed 
from april 22 to May 3 as part 
of government efforts to curb 

the Covid-19 outbreak, re-
ported Vientiane Times.

While all places of educa-
tion are temporarily closed, 
the Ministry of Education 
and Sports will continue to 
organise online teaching 
and learning.

in Thailand’s Sa Kaeo prov-
ince, medical staff of Sa Kaeo 
Crown prince Hospital led by 
hospital director Dr Surasit 
Jitpitak on Friday bid farewell 
to the last Covid-19 patient 
who was treated at the hospi-
tal, as he had fully recovered, 
reported The Nation.

He was the last patient un-
der treatment in the prov-
ince – across the border 
from Cambodia’s Banteay 
Meanchey and Battambang 
provinces, and his recovery 
means Sa Kaeo currently 
has zero active cases of 
Covid-19. The accumulated 
number of confirmed cases 
in the province stands at 10. 
AFP, ASIA NEWS NETWORK

South Korea scrambles to study recurring Covid-19 cases
a TOTal of 163 patients previ-
ously declared cured of Covid-
19 have tested positive again in 
South Korea as of Friday, up 22 
from a day earlier, giving the 
government a fresh headache 
in its fight against the virus.

The recurring cases account 
for 2.1 per cent of the 7,829 
people released from quaran-
tine after recovering. Studies 
are underway to find out why 
said the Korea Centres for Dis-
ease Control and prevention 
(KCDC).

it took 13.5 days on average 
for these patients to test posi-
tive again after being deemed 
clear of Covid-19 – as little as 
one day and as long as 35. 

Currently, to be declared 
recovered and released from 
quarantine one needs two 
negative results from tests con-
ducted at 24-hour intervals.

an epidemiological and 
clinical analysis of 137 recur-
ring cases showed that more 
than half of them, 72 people, 
had no symptoms and 61 peo-

ple showed mild symptoms, 
said the KCDC. analysis is 
underway for the other four.

Those who test positive again 
after release from quarantine 
are usually detected through 
regular testing required by 
some municipalities or when 
they show symptoms and seek 
testing themselves. 

Health officials here have 
cautiously dismissed the pos-
sibility of patients being re-
infected with the virus. 

The virus, despite being 
present at undetectable levels 
in patients’ bodies, could have 
been reactivated due to their 
weakened immune systems, 
or the tests could have picked 
up “dead” remnants of the 
virus, the officials said. There 
is also the possibility that the 
test results were in error. 

To find out whether those 
who test positive again can 
infect others, the health 
authorities ran an antibody 
analysis of 28 recurring cases. 
in six of the cases, the virus 

could not be cultivated, mean-
ing those people were less 
contagious. analysis is under-
way for the other 22 cases. 

at a briefing on Friday, KCDC 
director-general Jeong Eun-
kyeong said: “We could not 
find the virus that was alive [in 
recovered patients who tested 
positive again], so we think it 
will not be highly infectious. 

“in the cases testing positive 

again within one week after a 
full recovery, many of them pro-
duce negative and positive 
results alternately before even-
tually producing positive results 
due to remaining pieces of the 
virus in the body,” she said.

as of Friday, there were no 
cases of secondary transmis-
sion from recovered patients 
who had tested positive again, 
said the KCDC.

Some 294 people came into 
contact with the patients who 
tested positive again, with 256 
of them under government 
monitoring.

While 22 recovered patients 
were back in self-quarantine 
after testing positive again on 
Friday, Korea saw 22 new 
infections.

The number of recurring 
cases has more than tripled 
from 51 on april 6, keeping the 
authorities on their toes 
despite the country largely 
having brought the virus situ-
ation under control, with few-
er than 30 new cases per day 
for the past week.

There were no such recurring 
cases of severe acute respiratory 
syndrome or Middle East respi-
ratory syndrome, the authorities 
said a day earlier, calling the 
novel coronavirus “evil”.

recurring positive test 
results were reported in all age 
groups, though people in their 
20s accounted for the highest 
proportion, 23.3 per cent. This 

appears to be partial because 
this age group accounts for the 
largest portion of the country’s 
total cases, 27.35 per cent.

Of the recurring cases, 19.6 per 
cent were in their 50s, 14.7 per 
cent in their 30s, 11.6 per cent in 
their 40s, 11 per cent in their 60s, 
9.2 per cent in their 80s, 3.7 per 
cent in their 70s, 3.7 per cent in 
the 10-19 age group and 3.1 per 
cent younger than 10.

By gender, 66.9 per cent of the 
recurring cases involved wom-
en. Of the country’s total cases, 
59.7 per cent are women. 

By region, Daegu, once South 
Korea’s epicentre of the novel 
coronavirus, reported the most 
cases with 67, making up 41.1 
per cent of all recurring cases. 
Daegu represents the majority 
of the country’s total cases, 
accounting for 64.2 per cent. 

Some 33 per cent of the cas-
es were registered in North 
Gyeongsang province, eight 
per cent in Gyeonggi province 
and five per cent in Seoul. THE 

KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

A-listers including the Rolling Stones, Taylor Swift, Stevie Wonder and teen superstar Billie Eilish 
entertained fans with a six-hour online extravaganza celebrating healthcare workers. AFP

Bands playing 
on despite 
100,000 death 
toll in Europe 

Officials said the virus could have been reactivated due to patients’ 
weakened immune systems, or the tests could have picked up ‘dead’ 
remnants of the virus. YONHAP NEWS AGENCY/THE KOREA HERALD



PHILIPPINE President Rodrigo 
Duterte has threatened a mar-
tial law-like crackdown to stop 
people flouting a virus lock-
down in the nation’s capital.

Duterte spoke a day af-
ter authorities reported an 
upsurge of cars on Manila’s 
roads, which have been near-
ly deserted since a sweep-
ing lockdown was imposed a 
month ago on about half the 
country’s 110 million people.

“I’m just asking for a little 
discipline. If not, if you do not 

believe me, then the military 
and police will take over,” 
Duterte said in a televised 
speech late on Thursday.

“The military and police 
will enforce social distancing 
at curfew . . . It’s like martial 
law. You choose,” he added.

Duterte has repeatedly 
threatened to impose nation-
wide military rule over the 
Philippines, where the mere 
words evoke the worst rights 
abuses of the Ferdinand Mar-
cos dictatorship.

The closest Duterte has 
come is the imposition of 
martial law over Mindanao, 

the nation’s southern third, 
in response to Islamic State-
inspired militants’ siege of 
the city of Marawi.

As reported cases of the new 
coronavirus started to climb in 
March, Duterte ordered a quar-
antine of the main northern 
island of Luzon, which includes 
the capital’s 12 million people.

Only essential workers and 
people buying food or medi-
cine are officially allowed out-
side their homes, yet many 
others have flouted the rules.

In some places, impover-
ished day labourers have no 
choice but to go out looking 
for work, though police have 
also reported breaking up so-
cial events like amateur box-
ing matches.

Police said they have 
warned or arrested tens of 
thousands of people caught 
outside their homes without 
valid reasons.

The Philippines has de-
tected some 5,660 coronavi-
rus cases and recorded 362 
deaths, but those figures are 
expected to climb as the na-
tion ramps up testing. AFP
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Myanmar frees up to 25,000
M

ORE than a quar-
ter of Myanmar’s 
prison popula-
tion is being re-

leased, the president’s office 
announced on Friday after 
calls grew to ease pressure 
on overcrowded jails with 
coronavirus fears gripping the 
country.

The Southeast Asian nation 
grants an annual amnesty 
to thousands of prisoners to 
mark its April New Year holi-
day, but this is the largest re-
corded in recent years.

It comes as governments 
around the world – including 
the US, parts of Europe, and 
Colombia – grapple with over-
crowded prisons as fears spiral 
of virus outbreaks behind bars.

“To mark Myanmar New 
Year, by respecting humani-
tarianism and peace, the 
president pardons altogether 
24,896 prisoners from vari-
ous prisons,” the president’s 
office said in a statement on 
Friday.

As news of the amnesty 
spread, crowds defied a new 
ban on gatherings of five or 
more people to assemble 
outside Yangon’s notorious 
Insein prison, hoping to see 
their family members freed.

As buses brought the newly-
released through the prison 
gates, cheers erupted with 
people waving flowers and 
reaching to grasp the hands 
of relatives leaning out of the 
bus windows.

Wearing a mask, Ei Nge said 
she came to the prison as 
soon as she heard about the 
amnesty.

“I’m not even thinking 
about coronavirus. I just re-
ally want to see my son.” 

So far Myanmar has officially 
confirmed 85 cases of Covid-
19, including four deaths, but 
experts fear the real number is 
many times higher because of 
the low numbers being tested.

The country is under a na-
tionwide lockdown and there 
had been growing pressure 
to release inmates from what 
Human Rights Watch (HRW) 
branded “horribly overcrowd-
ed and unsanitary” jails.

The president’s office said 
87 foreigners included in the 
amnesty would be deported.

By Friday afternoon, the 
Assistance Association for 
Political Prisoners said it only 
had confirmation of the re-
lease of 12 of 76 prisoners of 
conscience, but the group 
was holding out hope for the 
others.

However, Amnesty Inter-
national was more critical in 
its response to the move. Its 
senior director for research, 
advocacy and policy Clare 
Algar said: “It’s appalling that 
prisoners of conscience and 
peaceful activists were largely 
excluded from yesterday’s 

presidential amnesty.
“They should not be in pris-

on in the first place and are 
victims of repression, harass-
ment and arbitrary arrests 
by the Myanmar authorities, 
both the civilian-led govern-
ment and the military.

“Moreover, crowded pris-
ons and detention centres are 
a very dangerous hotspot for 
Covid-19 outbreaks.

“As Myanmar responds to 
the unfolding health crisis, 
it is more important than 
ever that the authorities take 
urgent measures to protect 
all those who are deprived 
of their liberty, especially by 
releasing all individuals who 
are held simply for peacefully 
exercising their rights.

“All human rights defend-
ers and activists remaining 
in prison solely for peacefully 
exercising their rights to free-
dom of expression, associa-
tion and peaceful assembly 
should be immediately and 
unconditionally released,” 
she said.

Before the amnesty, there 
were nearly 100,000 inmates 
across the country’s pris-
ons which had space for just 
62,000, said HRW.

Last year’s amnesty includ-
ed the high-profile cases of 
two Reuters journalists, Wa 
Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo, who 
spent more than 500 days be-
hind bars over their reporting 
on the 2017 Rohingya crisis. 
AFP

Crowds defied a new ban on gatherings of five or more people to assemble 
outside Yangon’s notorious Insein prison, hoping to see their family 
members freed. AFP

Duterte threatens 
military ‘takeover’

I’m just asking for a little 
discipline. If not, if you do not 
believe me, then the military 

and police will take over
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T
O CONTaiN infec-
tious diseases, the 
international com-
munity needs to 

cooperate in supporting efforts 
by developing countries.

The leaders of Japan, China 
and South Korea, as well as 
aSEaN member states, held 
a videoconference during 
which they agreed to work 
together to develop a drug 
for the new coronavirus.

among aSEaN countries, 
infections have spread 
mainly in the philippines 
and indonesia. There are 
reportedly many cases in 
slums where hygiene man-
agement is inadequate with 
no facilities for washing 
one’s hands.

Concern cannot be elimi-
nated about a possible 
explosive outbreak in the 
region including such devel-
oping countries as Cambo-
dia and laos. Supporting 
these nations is an urgent 
task.

During the videoconfer-
ence, prime Minister Shinzo 
abe unveiled a plan to 
establish an aSEaN-wide 
centre to tackle infectious 
diseases. it is significant 
that Japan, China and South 
Korea will work together to 
establish a base for epidem-

ic prevention and medical 
treatment within aSEaN 
countries.

it is important for the 13 
countries to share informa-
tion on the characteristics of 
viruses and cases of infec-
tion, among other matters. 
Japan has provided avigan, 
which is seen as a possible 
drug for treating people 

with the coronavirus, to 
indonesia and other coun-
tries free of charge. it is 
hoped that Japan will speed 
up research on the drug 
with the cooperation of oth-
er nations.

Even if developed coun-
tries succeed in containing 
infections, the virus could 
spread through the world 

again if the epidemic con-
tinues in developing coun-
tries and elsewhere. The 
government should pay 
attention to countries with 
vulnerable medical systems, 
while implementing suffi-
cient domestic measures.

Many manufacturers have 
been forced to suspend pro-
duction, as the supply of 

parts from China has stalled. 
The Japanese government 
should deepen its coopera-
tion with aSEaN countries to 
diversify suppliers.

aSEaN countries intend to 
promote the procurement of 
medical equipment. They 
are urged to continue 
region-wide efforts.

in the face of the pandem-
ic, Japan and China, both of 
which are major economic 
powers, are urged to take a 
cooperative stance.

The attention of developed 
countries is now focused on 
africa, where there are sig-
nificant numbers of poor 
people.

Japan has made efforts to 
improve the medical and 
health care in such coun-
tries through the framework 
of the Tokyo international 
Conference on african 
Development (TiCaD). 
amid the current crisis, the 
Japanese government 
should also extend coopera-
tion such as enhancing 
these countries’ testing 
capabilities.

Japan must provide finan-
cial assistance, extend con-
cessions on debt repay-
ments by the poorest 
countries and take other 
necessary action by coordi-
nating with various interna-
tional organisations. the 

Yomiuri Shimbun (japan)/aSia newS 

network

THaT the Chinese economy con-
tracted by 6.8 per cent year-on-year 
in the first quarter should not come 
as a surprise. Yet the job market and 
food supply chains remain largely 
stable despite the economy being 
battered, which is a potent sign that 
the economy can regain its normal 
growth momentum after production 
and retail operations resume now 
that China has largely contained the 
spread of the novel coronavirus.

Economic activities almost came to 
a standstill in the first two months 
when the country was forced to 
implement stringent measures, 
including locking down cities and 
restricting the movement of people 
and vehicles, to contain the corona-
virus outbreak.

reassuring, though, is the fact that 
both the unemployment rate and food 
prices were on the decline in March. 
Compared with 6.2 per cent in Febru-
ary, the surveyed urban unemploy-
ment rate in March was 5.9 per cent. 
and the consumer price index rose by 
4.3 per cent in March, against 5.2 per 
cent in the previous month.

What is specially encouraging is that 
economic activities rebounded at a fast 
pace in March, with a series of indica-
tors, including industrial output, retail 
and services, improving remarkably.

Considering that economic activi-
ties started resuming gradually only 
after mid-March, it wouldn’t be 
over-ambitious to expect an even 
stronger and more sustained recov-
ery in the coming months as the 

repressed demand is unleashed.
The economic contraction in the 

first quarter, in the final analysis, may 
prove to be only a one-off shock. 
Uncertainties remain, though. The 
spread of the pandemic and rising 
death tolls in other countries since 
March have reduced, and will contin-
ue to reduce, global demand, and 
therefore affect China’s exports.

But the Chinese economy may well 
have passed its worst.

in the next stage, the authorities, 
on the back of a series of policy initi-
atives, could continue rolling out 
supportive policies, mainly fiscal, to 
ensure the corporate sector can cope 
with the difficulties and the job mar-
ket remains stable.

By opting not to adopt a massive 

monetary stimulus to boost the 
economy, China has avoided signifi-
cantly raising the debt levels, which 
could be a more sustainable way of 
regulating the economy.

as China’s National Bureau of Sta-
tistics spokesman Mao Shengyong 
said, although the outbreak seriously 
disrupted economic activities in the 
first quarter, it did not destroy China’s 
production system and capacity.

and considering the huge size of 
China’s market, its massive growth 
potential, high-quality labor force, 
sound infrastructure, and perpetu-
al opening-up policy, there is rea-
son to believe the economy will 
emerge stronger from the contrac-
tion in the first quarter. china dailY/

aSia newS network

Opinion
Editorial

World must support developing 
countries to prevent spread of virus

Chinese economy will emerge stronger 

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe attends from Tokyo with other ASEAN leaders during a video conference 
last Tuesday. Even if developed countries succeed in containing infections, the virus could spread through the 
world again if the epidemic continues in developing countries and elsewhere. handout/jiji preSS,japan’S cabinet 
public relationS oFFice /aFp
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Art & culture
pagoda shows 
the way to 
sustainable 
green living
Pann Rethea

a 
SUrVEY by the Min-
istry of religions and 
Cults in 2018 says 
there are about 4,932 

pagodas in Cambodia, in-
cluding 563 ancient temples. 
There are also 68,654 monks 
who rely on donations and 
the collection of alms each 
day for their sustenance.

But one pagoda in prey 
Veng province is moving with 
the winds of change to grow 
its food. and it has drawn the 
interest of people across the 
Kingdom for being a green 
space with a great variety of 
trees and vegetables planted 
and taken care of by monks. 

located in Senareach Udom 
commune’s Snay proem vil-
lage in preah Sdech district 
at about a two hour drive on 
National road 1 from phnom 
penh, Serei Sakor Daun Sdoe-
ung pagoda was named one 
of the best Buddhist centres 
out of 500 pagodas in prey 
Veng province.

Originally built in 1874, the 
pagoda was almost destroyed 
during the Khmer rouge pe-
riod. after the fall of the brutal 
regime, monks and villagers 
started working together to re-
build it from what was left.

The monks even planted 
over 3,000 trees in its sur-
roundings and grew veg-
etables and rice to feed 
themselves. They practice an 
environmentally-friendly rou-
tine and are strictly forbidden 
from using plastic bags.

The sustainable practice 
was initiated by the pagoda’s 
chief monk, im Teang, who 
believes that the tree has as 

much life as a human being.
“We value our life, and we 

should not hurt others. Even 
trees are living things and 
we should not harm trees or 
nature because they’re living 
things just like us. i love trees 
and plants,” says the monk.

Gautama Buddha conducted 
his first teaching and received 
enlightenment under the tree. 
Most of his life was related to 
the forest as it is depicted in 
many colourful paintings on 
pagoda’ walls and ceilings. 

However, only some Bud-
dhist monks engage in tree and 
vegetable planting. in some 
part of China, Tibet and Japan, 
Mahayana monasteries often 
carry out farming by growing 
crops or raising animals.

like other Southeast asian 
countries, Theravada mon-
asteries in Cambodia mainly 
rely on donations because 
monks dedicate their lives to 
spiritual development.

Theravada monks still prac-
tice the traditional way of go-
ing around to collect alms, 
but the prevailing Covid-19 
pandemic has presented a 
challenge to this practice, as 
Buddhist followers are told to 
stay home and some encoun-
ter financial difficulties.

The agricultural practice 
carried out at Serei Sakor 
Daun Sdoeung pagoda is 
seen as a good example of 
one that is self-reliant and 
sustainable. 

Teang says monks at his 
pagoda have been farming 
and planting trees for some 
10 years now, mainly due to 
health, economic and envi-
ronmental reasons.

“i value spiritual and physical 

well-being and i believe that 
growing fruits and vegetables 
can contribute to both aspects 
of life. Growing organic vegeta-
bles helps monks and nearby 
villagers to be active through 
physical exercise as they sweat 
while working the land.

“also, the pagoda doesn’t 
have to spend money to buy 
vegetable and risk consuming 
unhealthy foods.

“Some of the fruits and vege-
tables are considered not good 
for health due to the spraying 
of chemicals and other un-
ethical agricultural produc-
tion methods. When we con-
sume such things, we face a 
higher risk of disease and end 
up spending lots of money on 
healthcare,” says Teang.

The pagoda’s vegetable gar-
den is only 50m by 10m. But 
within the space, it has a great 
variety of fruits and vegeta-
bles including lettuce, morn-
ing glory, spinach, Chinese 
kale, eggplants, tomatoes, 
corn, lemongrass, pumpkin, 
fragrant coconut, water lily, 

bananas, jackfruit, mango, 
rose-apples and papaya.

Those are grown by us-
ing only natural fertilisers. “i 
think that growing organic 
vegetables is not difficult. The 
technique goes back to the 
early days of our ancestors.

“Growing and eating what 
you plant is good for health. 
When you’re healthy, you can 
study and work effectively. 
it is not for no reason that 
people say: ‘You are what you 
eat,’” says Teang.

Those who wish to learn 
how to grow organic vegeta-
bles are welcome to drop by 
the pagoda. The monks are 
willing to share their knowl-
edge of organic farming.

This healthy practice has 
also inspired people in the 
village to grow their organic 
food. They learnt the farming 
techniques from the monks at 
the pagoda and now grow their 
food to support their families 
and even generate additional 
income for their families.

To help villagers grow their 

food, the pagoda shares some 
rice seedlings with the people 
when the rainy season starts. 
“We also prepare vegetable 
seeds for those who need 
them,” says Teang.

During the monsoon sea-
son, the monks also take turns 
working in the paddy fields to 
harvest rice. and when times 
are hard, the Serei Sakor Daun 
Sdoeung pagoda helps out by 
sharing its stock of rice and 
vegetables as a donation.

Teang says: “We have more 
vegetables and fruits than we 
need for our daily consump-
tion. Our priority is to reserve 
them for nearby villagers. peo-
ple who come from far away 
can also get food from the pa-
goda if we still have it in stock.”

Besides growing food, there 
are even flower gardens that 
Teang says act somewhat as 
insect repellents to keep pests 
from destroying their crops. 
Wild trees are planted and 
each has a signboard with its 
species written on it so that the 
people, and especially children 

can learn about forest plants.
“if we have to fell one tree, we 

should replant two. Trees pro-
vide a green canopy to the earth 
and other living things. They 
protect the earth from global 
warming,” the chief monk says, 
adding that the pagoda has 
been called the greenest Bud-
dhist temple in Cambodia.

While its Facebook page 
has 11,000 followers, the chief 
monk was relieved that the pa-
goda was not crowded during 
the Khmer New Year period.

a note on its Facebook says: 
“You can come to the pagoda 
to pray and offer food to monks 
as a good deed anytime.

“But the most important 
thing is to value your health. 
i’m not disappointed to see 
fewer people coming. instead, 
i’m happy that more Bud-
dhist followers decided to stay 
home, maintain hygiene, and 
practice social distancing. live 
long and do more good deeds.

“May all of the suffering, ill-
ness and fear be gone from 
the world.”

The Serei Sakor Daun Sdoeung pagoda was named one of the best Buddhist centres out of 500 pagodas in Prey Veng province. supplied

The monks have planted more than 3,000 trees and grow rice and vegetables to eat. supplied The small garden produces lettuce, morning glory, spinach, Chinese kale, eggplant and more. supplied



SCOTTISH tailor Thomas Rae 
snips a strip of cloth from what 
will soon be clothing worn by 
a nurse, carefully placing the 
material under a sewing 
machine for stitching.

Rae, 56, owns a string of tai-
loring stores across Scotland’s 
industrial capital Glasgow and 
until six weeks ago his work 
mainly involved mending 
trousers, jackets and dresses.  

But these days he spends his 
time working with a small 
army of volunteers to create 
the hygienic clothing, known 
as scrubs, worn by the nurses 
and doctors on the frontline of 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

“The lockdown had been 
announced and so I sat in the 
house and I thought what 
could I do to help these nurses 
out or the NHS, the frontline 
workers,” he said, referring to 
Britain’s state-run National 
Health Service (NHS).

“I started making masks and 
then I started getting emails 
and messages from nurses 
that work on the front line ask-

ing me would I be interested 
in making scrubs.”

Rae posted an appeal on 
social media for machinists, 
cutters and people with extra 
sewing machines to see if he 
could “set up a small factory” 
to make scrubs to NHS stand-
ards. 

His call was answered with a 
level of enthusiasm he had 

never encountered before.
Glasgow’s local authority 

was among the first to respond, 
giving Rae an empty shop to 
use opposite his dry cleaning 
and alterations store in a shop-
ping centre in the Easterhouse 
suburb on the city’s eastern 
edge.

Once the work space was set 
up, the volunteers started to 

arrive. Nurses, retired tailors 
and seamstresses all offered 
their services to get the project 
rolling.

One of the first to sign up 
was former dressmaker Tony 
McGlynn, 62.

“I retired three years ago,” he 
said. “I answered the call from 
Tommy because I had 
machines, I had fabric that 

was lying back home doing 
nothing.”

Donations of cotton cloth – 
the material required by the 
health service – and food keep 
on coming as the volunteers 
put in long days.

Fashion companies across 
Britain are also helping to fight 
the coronavirus.

At the end of last month, 

Burberry – famous around the 
world for its trench coats – 
started using its factories in 
Yorkshire to manufacture hos-
pital gowns and masks for 
patients.

Meanwhile, David Nieper, a 
fashion firm in England’s East 
Midlands region, this week 
urged other British manufac-
turers to switch production 
after receiving its first order to 
make scrubs for NHS trusts.

The Derbyshire-based com-
pany is set to make an initial 
5,000 sets of scrubs for a local 
trust running hospitals.

For Rae, the devastation 
caused by the pandemic has in 
some ways been countered by 
the kindness shown by people.

“For me it is quite over-
whelming – the kindness – 
especially the volunteers that 
have come on board and the 
other store owners here,” he 
said. 

“They’ve been making sure 
we have enough food to get us 
through the day. We are like a 
family now.” afp
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Dial-a-pint delivers Guinness to Belfast homes
I

N Belfast’s coronavirus lock-
down, Guinness still flows 
freely, as vans kitted with kegs 
visit driveways to pour pints for 

drinkers parched since pubs shut 
their doors.

“people are delighted to see you,” 
said pub manager Richard Keenan. 
“You’re driving around all day with 
the biggest smile on your face.”

His pub, The Hatfield House, has 
redeployed bar staff to four vans, 
freshly installed with refrigerated 
kegs and bar taps.

The sleek vehicles have been trav-
elling the length and breadth of 
Belfast, delivering 300 pints of Guin-
ness a day by appointment.

Staff clad in masks, visors and 
gloves disembark and open the back 
doors to pour pints in plastic cups.

They leave them at a safe distance 
for customers to collect – in strict ob-
servance of social distancing guide-
lines designed to stem the spread of 
the virus which has killed more than 
13,000 people across Britain.

Although “the black stuff” can be 
bought in cans, connoisseurs of the 
Irish stout insist it tastes vastly dif-
ferent when properly served – in an 
unhurried, two-part pour from a 
pub tap.

“There’s something about Guin-
ness. It’s in our DNA over here,” said 
Keenan. 

“Cans are great, but they’re not 
pints. There is something about that, 
like an intrinsic value in what it is.”

The cost of closure
When prime Minister Boris John-

son announced the first stage of Brit-
ain’s lockdown last month, ordering 
pubs and cafes to close, he acknowl-
edged how “extraordinary” it was.

“We’re taking away the ancient 
inalienable right of freeborn people 
of the United Kingdom to go to the 
pub,” he said.

But the closure of pubs – a main 
pillar of Britain’s hospitality indus-
try – carries serious economic rami-
fications.

Industry body Hospitality Ulster 
estimates one in 20 jobs in Northern 
Ireland are in the now largely de-
funct hospitality sector.

“The hospitality industry is the 
worst financially impacted by the 

coronavirus, and most likely the 
hardest of all sectors to rebuild and 
reopen,” wrote CEO Colin Neill in 
a letter to regional ministers last 
week.

Activist group the Campaign for 
Real Ale (Camra) also estimates 50 
million pints will be thrown away, as 
15 barrels of beer expire in each of 
the UK’s 39,000 pubs.

More than business
But the benefits of pubs are mea-

sured in more than money. “They 
bring people together,” said Camra 
CEO Tom Steiner. 

“They give people a place to socia-
lise. They bring a lot of well-being 
benefits. They help combat loneli-
ness and isolation.”

A few days after closing pubs, Brit-
ain followed other countries in or-
dering everyone to stay at home to 

stop the spread of coronavirus – an 
order that has now been extended 
into next month.

For Keenan, the Guinness delivery 
service can act as some small re-
sponse, “spreading a little bit of joy” 
in dark and uncertain times.

“There’s a lot of people buying 
them for their wee dad who’s in the 
house and can’t get out,” he said. 
“That was his sort of social life – get-
ting out for his pint once a week.”

At times like these that reminder 
of regular life is proving welcome for 
those of all ages.

“It’s things like this you miss,” said 
finance worker David Ferguson, 43, 
taking delivery of three pints in his 
front garden.

“This kind of cheers you up, I sup-
pose mentally it’s good.”

“But it’s really the taste isn’t it,” he 
added wryly, taking a hearty sip. afp

The thirsty folks in Belfast, Northern Ireland can now order pints of brew delivered to their door. afp

Harry McKeaveney from The Hatfield House bar wears a face mask and gloves as he 
delivers pints of Guinness. afp

Glasgow tailor’s volunteer army sews medical clothing

Tailor Thomas Rae produces free scrubs for the National Health Service 
(NHS) at his workshop. afp

Volunteer Tony McGlynn works to produce scrubs for National Health 
Service (NHS) doctors and nurses. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 “Encore presentation”
  6 Oven setting
 10 Unsightly fruit?
 14 Appearance, as in a mirror
 15 Top service provider?
 16 Welfare state?
 17 Pot cleaner
 19 Reclusive
 20 “The Racer’s Edge” Indy sponsor
 21 Sword material
 22 Minuscule amounts
 23 Classification system for blood
 24 Foot twelfth
 25 Tax return category
 31 Breakdown of societal norms
 32 Camel’s South American cousin
 33 Poetic music genre
 35 Tollbooth approach
 36 One way to attain new heights
 37 “Lucky Jim” author Kingsley
 38 Snap, Crackle or Pop, e.g.
 39 Historic city of Tuscany
 40 Denizen of a certain sultanate
 41 Storm striker
 44 Colonel Mustard’s game
 45 Inquire

 46 Ceremonial Mass plate
 48 Purple hue
 51 Court evidence, sometimes
 54 Mozart’s Trojan princess
 55 It may need polishing
 57 Place for a warp and a heddle
 58 The golden calf, infamously
 59 Light, semitransparent fabric
 60 Headlight component
 61 Infinitesimal
 62 Vintage auto
DOWN
  1 Makes free (of)
  2 Discharge, as radiation
  3 Hoarse voice quality
  4 Disgusted reply
  5 Times tosser
  6 Infield post
  7 Need a massage
  8 Ship stabilizer
  9 Make a mistake
 10 Use a key on
 11 Home heating and cooling option
 12 “Havana” actress Olin
 13 Roman mid-month
 18 What the winged woman is hold-

ing in the Emmy statuette

 22 Foe of Pizarro
 23 Peak of perfection
 24 Poetic foot
 25 Excluding nothing
 26 Best-seller category
 27 Television personality DeGeneres
 28 Russian pancake
 29 Physics Nobelist Sir C.V. ___
 30 Tarnish, as a reputation
 31 Pub pintful
 34 Tire letters
 36 Mention in a footnote, say
 37 Run ___ (lose self-control)
 39 Give the cold shoulder to
 40 “Watch closely, now ...”
 42 Glistens
 43 Wasn’t sturdy
 46 Aspirin tablet
 47 Tissue softener
 48 Calf-length skirt
 49 Soon, to Shelley
 50 “The ___ Duckling”
 51 Place for roasting
 52 “Cleopatra” river
 53 Author Haley
 55 Working out just fine?
 56 Definite denials

“HARDWARE STORE” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution



15

Sport

THE PHNOM PENH POST  april  20, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Turkmenistan resumes its football season
T

UrKMENiSTaN is 
rebooting its football 
season on Sunday, 
with fans flocking 

back to stadiums in one of the 
few countries yet to declare a 
case of coronavirus.

The reclusive Central asian 
state followed other countries 
around the world when it sus-
pended its eight-team league 
in March just three games 
into the season.

The national football feder-
ation cited recommendations 
by the health ministry and 
the World Health Organisa-
tion for preventing the spread 
of the illness.

a month later, and despite 
international concerns that 
Turkmen authorities are under-
playing the threat of the virus, 
football is returning, with sup-
porters only too happy to follow 
the action from the stands.

“Joy boosts our immunity,” 
joked ashir Yusupov, a 34-
year-old entrepreneur.

He said he would be watch-
ing reigning champions altyn 
asyr take on early table-top-
pers Kopetdag in the capital 
ashgabat on Sunday.

Yusupov said he had no fear 
of crowded places, despite 
being aware of bans on sports 
events in other countries.

“We have no coronavirus, so 
why not restart our league?” 
he asked.

Three ex-Soviet states have 
bucked the global trend for 
suspending professional 

leagues – Turkmenistan, Ta-
jikistan and Belarus.

Global interest in the Be-
larusian league has surged 
on the back of its decision, 
while the Tajikistan’s Super 
Cup final earlier this month 
attracted a curious multi-lin-
gual online following.

But Belarus, which has con-

firmed 4,779 coronavirus cases, 
has been strongly criticised for 
allowing fans to attend games.

Tajikistan has begun its 
season with matches held 
behind closed doors, even as 
its authoritarian government, 
like that of Turkmenistan, 
continues to insist there are 
no cases in the country.

ashgabat-based altyn asyr, 
whose name translates as 
“Golden age”, won the Turk-
men title last year.

Victory against Kopetdag 
would take it top of the table, 
with other teams set to play 
on Monday.

Vepa, a 20-year-old student, 
said he “never misses a game” 

and will go to the match on 
Sunday despite not support-
ing either team. 

His club is ahal, who repre-
sent the region outside ash-
gabat from where the family of 
president Gurbanguly Berdy-
mukhamedov and much of 
the political elite hail.

Vepa said he was not sure ahal 

can mount a serious title chal-
lenge but he has high hopes for 
new signing Elman Tagayev, a 
30-year-old midfielder who has 
returned from a stint with a club 
in neighbouring Uzbekistan.

“His game is dynamic and 
beautiful,” said Vepa, who did 
not give his second name.

Even during Soviet times 
Turkmenistan was no foot-
ball powerhouse, and the 
sport is not among those pro-
moted by sports-mad Berdy-
mukhamedov.

On World Health Day on april 
7, the president was shown on 
state television riding a horse 
and a bicycle as state employ-
ees engaged in mass exercise 
sessions across the country.

Such large public events have 
prompted observers to ques-
tion how seriously the govern-
ment is taking the pandemic.

Since then, Berdymukhame-
dov has ordered officials to 
ramp up efforts to detect any 
cases and prevent the virus 
spreading. 

The president is known 
as the nation’s arkadag, or 
‘protector’. State media has 
stressed the importance of his 
leadership in the pandemic.

in a poem published in 
state newspapers on Friday, 
the president’s favourite poet 
Gozel Shagulyyeva praised 
him as “the impregnable for-
tress of the motherland”.

“protector, you are watch-
ing over [our] health,” Shagu-
lyyeva wrote. afp

Turkmenistan sent players back on the pitch on Sunday and fans back to stadium seats after claiming no coronavirus in the country. afp

Fifteen years ago, Monte Carlo sparked Nadal’s career
raFaEl Nadal celebrates the 15th 
anniversary of his first Monte Carlo 
Masters title on Sunday, a victory 
which sparked a breakthrough sea-
son, a maiden Grand Slam triumph 
at roland Garros and set the Spaniard 
on the road to becoming one of the 
sport’s greatest players.

Nadal was just 18 when he beat 
Guillermo Coria in the 2005 Monte 
Carlo final.

Two years earlier, he had offered 
tennis a glimpse of the future when, 
at 16, he stunned French Open 
champion albert Costa on the 
famous red clay on the shores of the 
Mediterranean.

His 2005 triumph was one of 11 
titles Nadal captured that year – 
eight of them on clay at Costa do 
Sauipe, acapulco, Monte Carlo, Bar-
celona, rome, the French Open, 
Bastad and Stuttgart.

He also proved he was no slow-
court bully, ending the year with 
hard court victories in Canada, Bei-
jing and Madrid.

That success was also reflected in 
the rankings.

at the end of 2004, he was ranked 
51; fast forward 12 months and he 
was the world No2.

among his 85-trophy career haul, 
11 have come in Monte Carlo includ-
ing a record eight in a row from 
2005-2012 and three more between 
2016 and 2018.

in 76 matches at the event, he has 
lost just five times.

Despite his maiden victory in Mon-
te Carlo, however, Nadal wasn’t sound-
ing confident about his chances at 
roland Garros later that season.

“No, no, no. i am not favourite, no. 
it’s my first roland Garros,” the teen-
ager told reporters in faltering Eng-
lish, a language he was gradually 
mastering thanks to lessons of “20 
minutes, 30 minutes” every day.

“i am playing good now, but i don’t 
know at the French Open if i’m going 
to play good or i’m going to play bad.

Just weeks later in paris, Nadal beat 
roger Federer in the semi-finals and 
the now forgotten Mariano puerta in 
the final, coming from a set down.

Eleven more roland Garros crowns 
have followed for a Grand Slam haul of 
19, just one behind Federer’s record 20.

Had it not been for a career-long 
struggle with wrist and knee prob-
lems – which kept him out of nine 
majors – that figure would likely have 
been even more impressive.

The ongoing coronavirus crisis has 
robbed Nadal of the opportunity to 
clinch a 12th Monte Carlo title.

However, the pause has given rivals 
time to reflect on Nadal’s 15 years at 
the top, with 209 weeks in the world 
No1 spot.

He has not dropped out of the top 
10 since Monte Carlo in 2005. 

“it’s obvious he has a champion’s 
mentality, what he’s managed to pro-
duce over the years on all surfaces, 
the way he was bouncing back from 
numerous injuries,” said world No1 

Novak Djokovic.
Djokovic holds a narrow 29-26 

career edge over the Spaniard.
But Nadal is 24-16 against Federer 

and 17-7 over andy Murray, the oth-
er member of the ‘Big Four’.

“The resilience, the intensity he 
brings – when you see him jumping 
around before you walk onto court, it 
already intimidates you. a mental giant 
and a physical giant,” added the Serb.

Murray agreed. “i would say that, 

consistently, rafa has been mentally 
the strongest,” said the Briton.

“Even when he was 18, 19, which is 
so rare for the guys coming through. 
That’s normally the part that takes 
the longest.” afp

Rafael Nadal went from a maiden victory in Monte Carlo to becoming one of the greatest tennis players of all time. afp
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