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Cambodia to get IAEA tools 
for Covid-19 rapid testing
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Kim Sarom

A WOMAN sustained serious 
injuries after being slashed in 
a domestic violence attack on 
Monday in Cha Ung com-
mune, O’Chum district, 
Ratanakkiri province. Her 
husband was arrested and 
questioned by a provincial 
court on Tuesday.

O’Chum district deputy 
police chief Nuon Bol, who is 
in charge of criminal offenc-
es for the O’Chum district 
police, told The Post that the 
suspect, 39, was caught and 
sent to Ratanakkiri provincial 
court. He added that the sus-
pect was a drug addict.

 “The prosecutor is ques-
tioning him and I am also 
waiting for the decision from 
the court,” he said. A witness 
said the victim, Keng Nge, 33, 
is a Kreung ethnic minority 
with five children. The couple 
farm for a living.

Bol said the husband was 
known for being violent when 
drunk and often accused his 
wife of having affairs. Police 
had warned him about the 
violence but to no avail.

The incident took place 
around 7:30am when villag-
ers reported yelling to the 
O’Chum police office. Police 
said they intervened as vil-
lagers said the suspect had 
a billhook with him. The 
suspect served prison time 
in 2017 related to fraud, Bol 
said.

 “Officers went to the resi-
dence where the incident 
took place and told the sus-
pect not to use violence but 
he slashed his wife in front of 
the police.

“I asked him if he accused 
his wife of having an affair, 
did he see it? He said he did 
not but insisted his wife had 
affairs with two to three 
men,” Bol said.

The victim sustained inju-
ries to her left eyebrow, left 
arm, and the back of her head 
injuring her skull.

The victim was sent to the 
Ratanakkiri referral hospital 
but the doctor told the vic-
tim’s family to take her to 
Phnom Penh because her 
condition was too critical, 
Bol said, adding that: “I don’t 
think she will survive.”

Sangeetha Amarthalingam and Rann Reuy

W
HILE the majority of 
Cambodians have paid 
heed to Prime Minister 
Hun Sen’s order to stay 

put and not travel during the Khmer 
New Year – the holidays of which were 
also postponed – several hundred 
have left Phnom Penh nonetheless.

They have allegedly breached pro-
vincial borders, including those that 
were under police supervision, de-
spite travel restrictions imposed by 
the government last week to stem 
the spread of Covid-19.

The departure correlates with the 
eerie silence at dusk in the city that 
has witnessed the emptying out of its 
inhabitants since last weekend. This is 
evidenced by the voluntary closure of 
shops including cafes, restaurants and 
stalls that are usually staffed by people 
who come from different provinces.

An hour-long live telecast on Fa-
cebook by independent television 
station VOEA TV Online at Neak 
Loeung Bridge between Kandal and 
Prey Veng provinces on Saturday 
showed motorists being allowed to 
cross the border after their tempera-
tures were taken by supposed health 

officials stationed there.
National Police spokesman Lieuten-

ant General Chhay Kim Khoeun con-
firmed this to The Post and said: “I am 
aware of people leaving for Khmer New 
Year via small roads and illegal means, 
but I don’t have the exact numbers.”

He said the second directive by 
the government which relaxed travel 
prohibitions and allowed people to 
move within perimeters of the prov-
ince, was allegedly interpreted as be-
ing “less strict”. And this likely con-
tributed to the movement of people.

Kim Khoeun noted that many 
left for their hometowns on April 9 

and 10, but since April 11, travellers 
crossing the checkpoints were less 
than 7,000 per day and a majority 
of them comprised government of-
ficials or garment workers.

“I think business outlets that 
closed do not have many staff work-
ing there. So if 100 stalls are closed, 
not many would have travelled 
home,” Kim Khoeun said.

On Monday, Minister of Health Mam 
Hun Heng warned that communities 
could contract Covid-19, leading to 
deaths if people defied guidelines and 

Gov’t travel ban flouted
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WHO: Virus 
much more 
deadly than 
swine flu

‘Jealous’ man 
in court for 
hacking wife  

THE novel coronavirus is 10 times 
more deadly than swine flu, which 
caused a global pandemic in 2009, 
the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) said on Monday, stressing 
that a vaccine would be necessary 
to fully halt transmission.

WHO chief Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus told a virtual briefing 
from Geneva, Switzerland, that the 
organisation was constantly learn-
ing about the new virus sweeping 
the globe, which has now killed 
nearly 115,000 people and infected 
over 1.8 million.

“We know that Covid-19 spreads 
fast, and we know that it is deadly, 
10 times deadlier than the 2009 flu 
pandemic,” he said.

WHO says 18,500 people died of 
“swine flu”, or H1N1, which was first 
uncovered in Mexico and the US in 
March 2009, but the Lancet medical 
journal estimated the toll to be 
between 151,700 and 575,400.

The Lancet review included esti-
mated deaths in Africa and South-
east Asia that were not accounted 
for by the WHO. 

The outbreak, which was declared 
a pandemic in June 2009 and consid-
ered over by August 2010, turned out 
to be not as deadly as first feared.

Vaccines were rushed out, but in 
hindsight, the West, particularly 
Europe, and the WHO were criti-
cised for overreacting at a time when 
annual influenza epidemics every 
year killed between 250,000 and 
500,000 people, according to WHO.

Tedros lamented on Monday that 
some countries are seeing a dou-
bling of cases every three to four 
days, but stressed that if countries 
were committed to “early case-find-
ing, testing, isolating [and] caring for 
every case and tracing every con-
tact”, they could rein in the virus.

More than half of the planet’s pop-
ulation is currently staying home as 
part of efforts to stem the spread of 
the virus, but Tedros warned that 
“our global connectedness means 
the risk of re-introduction and resur-
gence of the disease will continue”.

Regardless of the efforts put in 
place, the WHO said a safe and 
effective vaccine will be needed to 
fully interrupt transmission”.

A vaccine is thought to be at least 
12 to 18 months away. AFP

rice ATMs
A Vietnamese woman collects rice from a ‘rice ATM’ set up by an entrepreneur in Ho Chi Minh City for 
people who lost their jobs amid a nationwide lockdown to contain the Covid-19 pandemic. BAOTINTUC.VN



National
2 THE PHNOM PENH POST  april  15, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Voun Dara

THE General Department of 
Consumer protection, Com-
petition and Fraud preven-
tion is continuing to pursue 
legal action against sellers of 
fake alcohol after having act-
ed in five cases from March 
until this Tuesday. But only 
one fake alcohol distributor 
had gone to the department 
to solve the issue.

its director-general phan 
Oun told The Post on Monday 
that a total of 64,000 litres of 
fake alcohol mixed with meth-
anol, which is a poisonous 
substance that can’t be used to 
get rid of viruses, has been de-
stroyed since Friday by a joint 
task force, the phnom penh 
municipality and the deputy 
prosecutor of the phnom penh 
Municipal Court.

He said the General Depart-
ment had delivered subse-
quent notices to the owners 
of the fake products to come 
in and solve the issue with the 
authorities.

“in total, we have investi-
gated five cases. One distribu-
tor showed up to give us more 
information. This allowed us 
to build a criminal case and 
send it to the prosecutor,” 
said Oun.

a report by the General De-
partment said the destruction 
of 64,000 litres of fake alcohol 
took place on Friday at septic 
station one in prek pnov Dis-
trict, prek pnov Commune, 
phnom penh.

The General Department’s 
deputy director-general Dim 
Theng said: “in the context 
where our country, as well 
as the world, is facing the 
spread of Covid-19, the need 
for alcohol to clean hands 
and get rid of the virus has 
increased dramatically.

“This has triggered the op-
portunity for economic ex-
ploitation by some fraudsters, 
for example, to distribute 
methanol, causing serious 
harm to consumer health.”

He said the General Depart-
ment would continue to in-
vestigate the sale of methanol 
substances. National police 
spokesperson Chhay Kim 
Khoeun said while the govern-
ment was paying attention to 
the fight against the spread of 
Covid-19, some fraudsters are 
selling fake products instead.

The National police has 
taken part in implementing 
the government’s order and is 
cracking down and prevent-
ing the trafficking of fake al-
cohol.  

“This is the duty of the Na-
tional police and we have 
cooperated in implement-
ing the prevention of illegal 
product sales and the import 
of duty-free goods as well as 
the forging of trademarks.

“Therefore, in principle, we 
are serious about this investiga-
tion and preventing cases so it 
won’t happen again,” he said.

Ry Sochan

iN liGHT of the US State 
Department’s well wishes to 
Cambodia for Khmer New 
Year, the Cambodian govern-
ment believes the relation-
ship between the two coun-
tries will be further enhanced, 
a sentiment echoed by the US 
government.

a Ministry of Foreign affairs 
and international Coopera-
tion press release said Mon-
day said: “The government 
and people of Cambodia 
highly value friendship with 
the United States of america 
and strongly believe that 
closer ties and good coopera-
tion between the two nations 
will be further promoted with 
our common resolve.”

The ministry thanked the 
US State Department for its 

cordial greetings and best 
wishes to the people of Cam-
bodia during the celebration 
of the Khmer New Year from 
april 13 to april 16.

it also wished the US gov-
ernment and its citizens great 
success in the fight against 
the Covid-19 pandemic and 
its negative impacts.

last Thursday, US State De-
partment spokesperson Mor-
gan Ortagus issued a press 
statement wishing Cambodi-
ans well as they prepared to 
celebrate the New Year.

“This time of the year reveals 
the rich culture of the Kingdom 
of Cambodia,” Ortagus said.

“The people of the United 

States greatly appreciate your 
culture and the strong peo-
ple-to-people ties between 
our two countries. These ties 
give us resolve to address cur-
rent global challenges that 
affect us all, and we certainly 
believe our friendship will 
deepen in the years to come.”

US ambassador to Cambo-
dia patrick Murphy, who is 
experiencing his first Khmer 
New Year in the Kingdom, 
posted a one-minute video 
on the US Embassy in Cam-
bodia’s Facebook page like-
wise wishing the Cambodian 
people peace, good health 
and prosperity.

“as you begin to receive the 
first angel for this Khmer New 
Year, i’d like to express the soli-
darity between the american 
people and the people of Cam-
bodia.

“We’ve been so warmly em-
braced by the Cambodian peo-
ple and greatly appreciative to 
experience your tradition and 
your deep culture. This Khmer 
New Year is a different kind of 
new year, as we all work togeth-
er to fight the global pandemic.

“We hope you will celebrate 
well but stay home to keep safe 
and secure. For the year ahead 
we wish you peace, good health 
and prosperity. Happy Khmer 
New Year,” Murphy said.

US Secretary of State Mike 
pompeo sent his good wishes 
on Twitter last Friday, also 
wishing good fortune to all 
Cambodians. 

“Through our shared re-
solve to address the global 
challenges that affect us all, 
we look forward to deepening 
our friendship in the years to 
come,” he said.

Selling  
of fake 
senitiser 
probed 

US officials send warm wishes for Khmer New Year

Cambodia to 
get iaEa tools 
for Covid-19 
rapid testing

Workers nabbed for flouting travel ban rules

C
aMBODia is among 
the first batch of 42 
countries across the 
world that will re-

ceive from the international 
atomic Energy agency (iaEa), 
equipment that uses nuclear-
derived techniques for rap-
idly detecting Covid-19.

The emergency assistance 
package is part of the austria-
based iaEa’s response to re-
quests for support from around 
90 member states in control-
ling the increase of Covid-19 
infections worldwide.

This first batch of supplies, 
worth around €4 million ($4.4 
million), will help countries 
use the technique known as 
real-time reverse transcrip-
tion-polymerase chain re-
action or real-time rT-pCr 
– described as “the most sen-
sitive technique for detecting 
viruses currently available”.

The iaEa said real time 

rT-pCr originally used ra-
dioactive isotope markers to 
detect genetic material from 
a virus in a sample. Through 
subsequent refining of the 
technique, the more com-
mon fluorescent markers are 
now used.

The iaEa said this initiative 
had gained strong support 
from several countries, which 
had announced “major funding 
contributions” to the effort.

in a list sent to the Philip-
pine Daily Inquirer, the iaEa 
said Cambodia was among 12 
countries in the asia-pacific 
region that would receive the 
virus detection equipment. 
Other recipients in Southeast 
asia are the philippines, laos, 
Malaysia and Myanmar.

Elsewhere, the first batch of 
equipment is being sent to 14 
countries in africa, 12 in latin 
america, three in Europe and 
also palestine.

laboratories in recipient 
countries will get diagnostic 
machines and kits, reagents 
and consumables to speed up 
mass testing, a crucial step in 
containing the pandemic.

also included in the pack-
age are biosafety supplies, 
such as personal protection 
equipment and laboratory 
cabinets for the safe analysis 
of collected samples.

The iaEa said more deliv-
eries would be made as more 
countries were expected to 
also seek help in the coming 
weeks.

in a statement, iaEa direc-

tor-general rafael Mariano 
Grossi said: “providing this as-
sistance to countries is an ab-
solute priority for the iaEa.

“i am very grateful to the 
governments of the US, Can-
ada, China, the Netherlands 
and australia for their gener-
ous contributions.”

The 14 member states in af-
rica to receive the first batch 
of equipment are Burkina 
Faso, republic of the Congo, 
Cote d’ivoire, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Ghana, Kenya, liberia, Mada-
gascar, Namibia, Nigeria, 
Senegal, Sudan and Togo.

The 12 asian and pacific 

member states are Cambodia, 
iran, laos, lebanon, Malay-
sia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Ne-
pal, the philippines, Sri lanka, 
Thailand and Vietnam.

The 12 in latin america and 
the Caribbean are antigua and 
Barbuda, Colombia, Cuba, 
the Dominican republic, Ec-
uador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Jamaica, paraguay, peru, Uru-
guay and Venezuela.

The remaining member 
states are armenia, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina and Geor-
gia in Europe, and palestine. 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Voun Dara

a lOrrY which attempted to secretly 
transport 48 workers, 17 of whom 
were women, in violation of travels 
between provinces was nabbed on 
Tuesday.

The incident occurred at the Srei 
ambil roundabout on National road 
48, in Chamkar luong commune’s 
Chamkar luong village, Kampong Sei-
la district, preah Sihanouk province.

The workers were meant to be 
transported from Kampong Speu 
province’s Baset district to Koh Kong 
province, which would have violated 
the government’s travel ban effective 
from last Thursday to midnight on 
Thursday.

Despite the travel ban, a National 
police official said on Tuesday that 

9,747 people had crossed various 
provinces while it has been in effect.

preah Sihanouk provincial Military 
police and Border Military Unit 402 
collaborated with the Kampong Seila 
district Unified Command Commit-
tee to locate and stop the lorry. 

according to a police report, officials 
reprimanded the passengers and al-
lowed them to return to their homes.

preah Sihanouk provincial hall 
spokesman Kheang phearum said 
on Tuesday that his province had fol-
lowed government orders.

police forces were stationed at three 
provincial border checkpoints – Kam-
pong Speu, Koh Kong and Kampot. 

“at each destination, we have 
strictly followed the government’s 
order. Vehicles transporting goods, 
civil servants on missions, ambu-

lances, fire engines, rubbish trucks 
and worker transport vans were ex-
empt from the order because they 
had to carry out daily work. 

“But in the case of drivers secretly 
transporting workers, we instructed 
them to return to their destinations. 
We won’t allow them to cross prov-
inces until april 16, when the ban is 
scheduled to be lifted,” he said.

Ministry of interior secretary of state 
and vice-president for the implemen-
tation of the government’s order on 
cross-provincial restrictions, Sok phal, 
said on Tuesday: “On april 10, the first 
day of the travel ban, some citizens 
left phnom penh for many different 
provinces. On Tuesday, many people 
left [the capital].”

Citizens were able to conceal them-
selves among workers travelling to 

different provinces for work-related 
duties, which is allowed under the 
ban, he said.  

“But when we caught factory work-
ers leaving for provinces, we stopped 
them and allowed them to return to 
the capital.  We don’t prohibit people 
who travel to different provinces and 
come back in the evening,” phal said.

He said most people entering the 
capital were staff, businesspeople and 
construction builders. They had trav-
elled from Kandal province to carry 
out their daily work. 

last week, prime Minister Hun Sen 
imposed a weeklong provincial travel 
ban from midnight last Thursday to 
halt the spread of Covid-19. He em-
phasised that the order was given to 
prevent the disease from spreading to 
communities in the country.

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) director-general Rafael Mariano Grossi said providing assistance 
to countries is an absolute priority for the agency. IAEA

Foreign minister Prak Sokhonn thanked the US. HENg cHIvOAN

www.phnompenhpost.com
chEck thE PoSt wEbSItE 
FoR bREAkInG nEwS
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travel restrictions.
The situation is fragile, and 

continued communal spread-
ing could complicate the pro-
cess of identifying the source.

at a construction site on 
Hun Sen Boulevard, the usual 
workforce of some 50 people 
was missing, owing to some 
who allegedly packed up and 
left two days ago.

a worker who runs a sun-
dry shop next door said many 
employees left for their prov-
inces to celebrate Khmer New 
Year because they “are not 
scared of the virus”.

“They took the bus back 
home because their homes 
are far. The government or-
dered Cambodians not to 
travel home but they are not 
scared of the virus. My sister 
and i decided to stay back. We 
are not brave,” said the work-
er from pursat province.

Cambodia Constructors as-
sociation general manager 
Chiv Sivpheng foresees a prob-
lem unfolding after the Khmer 
New Year holidays, acknowl-
edging that some construction 
workers would have slipped 
back home in the absence of 
work due to the shortage of 
construction materials.

“They don’t understand the 
seriousness of Covid-19 as 
their knowledge is limited. 
Yes, we understand that cele-
brating Khmer New Year with 
family is a tradition.

“But everyone was told to stay 
at home. Some of our members 
complained that some workers 
returned even after the project 
manager explained the conse-
quences to them.

“They will have to be quar-
antined for 14 days after they 
come back [from the holidays] 
but how do we monitor their 
movement? There is going to 
be a problem soon. We are wor-
ried,” Sivpheng told The Post.

last Thursday, Hun Sen 
postponed the Khmer New 
Year holidays which is sched-
uled from april 13-16, saying 
that businesses would oper-
ate as usual. He ordered the 
almost instant halt to human 
movement across provinces 
and district borders until 
april 16.

The order was implement-
ed following the steady uptick 
of Covid-19 cases and a pos-
sible spike if factory workers 
– some 1.2 million of them – 
and other employees were al-
lowed to return home, as well 
as to curb large assemblies 
and mass prayers.

as of Tuesday, 122 people 
have tested positive and 91 
had recovered. Some 8,909 
have been tested.

Junior research fellow Horn 
Chanvoitey of independent 
public policy think-tank Fu-
ture Forum, who wrote an 
opinion piece on online portal 
Southeast Asia Globe, suggest-
ed that Cambodian healthcare 
is likely to be overwhelmed by 
the outbreak soon.

Chanvoitey cited reasons 
such as the large entry of mi-
grant workforce from Thai-
land, low capacity of moni-
toring returning workers, lack 

of healthcare professionals 
and experts, and inadequate 
intensive care unit beds, as a 
cause for worry.

additionally, she said, despite 
donations of medical supplies 
by foreign parties, the bigger 
problem emanates from the 
lack of necessary knowledge, 
specialists and equipment to 
handle an outbreak.

“Therefore these donations 
may be far from enough if the 
pandemic continues to spread 
quickly in the Kingdom, espe-
cially given Cambodia’s insuf-
ficient health facilities in rural 
provinces,” she stressed.

For starters, Chanvoitey 
said the government should 
make Covid-19 testing a pri-
ority, particularly for garment 
workers as they are the back-
bone of the economy.

She also asked that the gov-
ernment be clearer in relation 
to its preparedness and prog-
ress to enable the public to 
understand more about the 
situation on the ground.

Meanwhile, Hun Sen’s urgent 
order caused a frenzy among 
Cambodians who wanted to 
beat the midnight border clo-
sure deadline to get back home 
for the annual celebration.

a day later, he revised the 
order which enabled the 
movement of people within 
provinces but not across pro-
vincial borders.

a leeway was also made for 
garment workers who work in 
neighbouring provinces, and 
for those who needed to get 
to hospitals and healthcare 
centres, but this is only al-
lowed for people travelling on 
motorcycles or no more than 
four passengers in a car.

Besides, the order speci-
fied that those who insisted 
on travelling would be sub-
jected to a 14-day quarantine 
at their destination and vice 
versa when they return.

Garment Manufacturers as-
sociation of Cambodia secre-
tary-general Ken loo said many 
garment workers who were 
suspended because of factory 
closures would have returned 
home before the travel ban.

Some 50,000 garment work-
ers out of 860,000 who are em-
ployed in 1,180 factories were 
affected after 100 plants sus-
pended operations due to a 
lack of raw material as well as 
order cancellation and defer-
ment by western retailers due 
to the coronavirus outbreak.

“There are also factories that 
allowed workers to take leave 
from april 4 which is prior to 
the order. We have instructed 
operations to not approve 
leave for workers. Those who 
went without any permission 
did so on unpaid leave. i don’t 
have the number for that,” he 
told The Post.

Meanwhile, Kim Khoeun 
said Cambodia is not in a 
state of emergency, so the or-
der was merely a preventive 
measure.

“What we are doing is to 
protect them, so i think they 
understand the reason for 
the government’s measures. 
[However, i believe] this is 
why many people are not 
travelling,” he opined.

Some locals jump 
provinces, despite 
gov’t orders to stay

Hun Sen: Covid-19 cannot 
be contained by one country
Niem Chheng

p
riME Minister Hun 
Sen on Tuesday called 
for concerted efforts 
and coordinated ac-

tion among aSEaN member 
states in a “joint battle” to 
fight against Covid-19.

Speaking during the 36th 
aSEaN Special Summit via 
video conference, Hun Sen 
said the bloc’s member states 
have targeted their fight 
against Covid-19 domesti-
cally. He urged for a change 
of course, as the virus can 
spread across borders.

He pointed out that the 
Kingdom had seen a small 
cluster of infections, the ma-
jority of which were imported. 

“The containment of this 
disease cannot be done with-
in one country. The success 
in fighting Covid-19 requires 
in-depth and comprehensive 
cooperation across sectors. 
aSEaN has to unite together 
in fighting Covid-19 as a com-
mon cause.

“aSEaN, as a community of 
common destiny, should en-
hance closer coordination and 
dialogue among member states 
ahead of introducing any mea-
sures, thus avoiding heavy so-
cio-economic damage within 
the region through unilateral 
measures such as a closure of 
cross-border checkpoints with-
out prior notice,” he said.

He said unilateral measures 
could disrupt production, 
supply chains and trade flows 
between countries, thereby 
affecting the entire regional 
economy.

The prime minister urged 
member states to enhance the 
timely exchange of informa-
tion, experiences, techniques 
and medical knowledge relat-
ed to the diagnosis, monitor-
ing, control and treatment of 
Covid-19 patients.

He also called for more sup-

port among member states, 
including the sharing of med-
ical equipment and supplies, 
which he said has been facili-
tated through the establish-
ment of the Covid-19 aSEaN 
response Fund.

Citing Cambodia’s experi-
ence, Hun Sen urged aSEaN 
members to foster and cultivate 
a culture of sharing as the fight 
against Covid-19 requires sig-
nificant funding and resources.

He said public institutions 
can pool their donations and 
distribute them to the people 
in need. Development part-
ners and NGOs, he said, can 
also contribute by donating 
necessities to the people.

He said sharing can be from 
high-income groups towards 
the society and low-income 
groups, and between people 
in the communities.

“This culture has not only 
helped relieve pressure on 
the national budget but also 
established a united move-

ment, a spirit of one nation 
and a catalyst to fighting 
against Covid-19,” he said.

Hun Sen urged aSEaN 
members to avoid racial dis-
crimination and the blame 
game, which would only un-
dermine solidarity.

He said Cambodia has been 
providing Covid-19 treatment 
not only to Cambodians but 
also foreigners too.

as of Tuesday, the number of 
coronavirus infections in the 
Kingdom remained at 122. Of 
the number, 38 are women.

among the 91 Covid-19 pa-
tients who have since recov-
ered, 55 are foreigners. They 
include two Malaysians, three 
indonesians, a Chinese, five 
Britons, 40 French, a Canadian, 
a Belgian and two americans.

Hun Sen urged the bloc to 
continue the spirit of mutual 
assistance, drawing attention 
on those stranded in any aSE-
aN country.

While commending other 

member states for assisting 
Cambodians in their coun-
tries, he said on March 25, the 
Kingdom permitted Malaysia 
to arrange a flight to take 111 
of its nationals home.

He made similar appeals to 
China, Japan and South Korea 
in another aSEaN plus Three 
video conference.

He thanked China for send-
ing medical, civil and military 
personnel along with medi-
cal equipment to help the 
Kingdom fight Covid-19. He 
also thanked Japan which has 
pledged to provide a $20 mil-
lion grant for Cambodia to 
purchase medical equipment, 
medicines, and ambulances.

royal academy of Cam-
bodia president Sok Touch 
said a joint battle in the fight 
against Covid-19 within the 
aSEaN framework could be 
achieved only in principal. 
He said aSEaN does not have 
common strategies on any is-
sue aside from politics.

The 36th ASEAN Special Summit was held via video conference. hun sen’s facebook page

Cambodia hoping for free flu meds 
Long Kimmarita

THE Japanese government 
plans to donate the influenza 
drug avigan, which is being 
used to treat Covid-19 patients 
in China, to 20 countries short-
ly, and an official at the Cambo-
dian Embassy in Japan expects 
the Kingdom to be on the list.

radio France internationale 
(rFi) said avigan, also known 
as favipiravir, was tested by 
Chinese authorities in March 
and produced positive results. 
The drug has since been used 
by the Beijing government to 
treat Covid-19 patients.

The General Department of 
immigration Facebook page 
said the governor of Japan’s 
Toyama prefecture, Takakazu 
ishii has urged Fujifilm Toya-
ma Chemical Co, the drug’s 
manufacturer, to produce 
more of the medicine to help 
treat Covid-19 abroad.

an official of the Cambodian 
Embassy in Japan, who asked 
not to be named, told The Post 

on Tuesday that it had not yet 
received any clear information 
about whether Cambodia was 
among the 20 countries which 
will receive avigan.

“although we have not yet 
received any information 
about it being given to Cam-
bodia, the embassy is confi-
dent that we are on the list of 

partners in the plan to receive 
drugs for Covid-19 treatment,” 
the official said.

The Japanese Embassy in 
Cambodia couldn’t be reached 
for comment on Tuesday.

While avigan has shown 
promise in relieving symp-
toms of early-stage sufferers of 
the Covid-19 disease, the drug 

became ineffective once the 
virus entered an advanced 
stage, reported Asia Times.

Dr Hen phearak who has 
over 20 years’ experience in 
respiratory illnesses, told The 
Post on Tuesday that avigan 
can’t cure Covid-19, but it can 
effectively treat influenza.

“Covid-19 can cause many 
symptoms such as chills and 
fever, runny nose, cough, 
diarrhea and breathing diffi-
culties. avigan reduces some 
symptoms, which keep 
patients from entering the 
critical condition,” he said.

phearak said as the immune 
system weakens, symptoms 
start to appear and avigan is 
only used to prevent the symp-
toms from worsening.

“So if Japan helps, it is a mer-
it for that country. The drug is 
expensive too, and it is a very 
good quality medicine to treat 
some types of flu,” he said, add-
ing that he expects Cambodia 
to receive the drug from Japan 
to combat the pandemic.

The influenza drug Avigan is produced by Fujifilm Toyama Chemical Co 
in Japan. gdi
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Teen students held in prison 
over drug smuggling attempt
Soth Koemsoeun 

T
WO 15-year-old fe-
male students were 
arrested on Monday 
for trying to smuggle 

drugs to their detained rela-
tives in phnom penh’s police 
Judiciaire (pJ) prison by hid-
ing the drugs in food.

Dangkor district police chief 
Chim Sitha said on Tuesday 
that the girls were Cambodi-
an students.  Specialists were 
questioning them at the dis-
trict police station and build-
ing a case file to be referred to 
the phnom penh Municipal 
Court on Wednesday.  

“pJ officials held the two 
suspects and handed them 
over to my office. We are 
questioning them and plan to 
send the suspects to the court 
on Wednesday,” Sitha said.

prey Veng commune ad-
ministrative police chief 
Mak Kunthear said on Tues-
day that the two students 
had been sent to the district 
police station on Monday 
night after receiving the case 
from pJ prison officials.

The girls were arrested for 
taking in nine packets of crys-
tal meth placed in eggplants 
for the prisoners.

The interior Ministry’s 
General Department of pris-

ons spokesman Nuth Savana 
said specialists were build-
ing the case file to be referred 
to the court. 

“We have handed over the 
case to the local police which 
will handle it according to the 
law,” he said.

in a Facebook post, the Na-
tional police on Tuesday said 
pJ prison officials had held the 
two students and handed them 
over to the prey Veng commune 
administrative police.

The post said commune po-
lice forces received the news 

from pJ officials. The two female 
suspects are residents of Chbar 
ampov district’s Chbar ampov 
commune in phnom penh.

When they entered the pris-
on, officials checked them 
and discovered the contra-
band, it said. 

Two girls were arrested for taking in nine packets of crystal meth placed in eggplants for prisoners. police

Stung Treng residents race 
to relocate homes from river

rangers seize guns, 
snares and chainsaws 
in north Cardamoms 

Khorn Savi

STUNG Treng district gover-
nor Tun Neth expressed re-
gret that residents had moved 
their homes out of fear of a riv-
erbank collapse before asking 
authorities if they needed to.

Neth’s made his comments 
via a Facebook post by the 
Stung Treng district adminis-
tration in Kampong Cham 
province on Monday.

He confirmed that 10 homes 
and an almshouse in prek Speu 
village, preah andong com-
mune, on the bank of the river, 
were moved or prepared to be 
moved after four hours of heavy 

rain led locals to fear the worst. 
The rain caused a crack that 

is 210m-long, 20m from the riv-
erbank and 5m from the road. 
Five houses have so far been 
moved and five others have 
been prepared for shifting.

Neth told The Post on Tues-
day that he, along with the 
provincial governor and a 
water resources official had 
visited the site and found that 
the riverbank is not in danger 
of collapse.

He said the cracks near the 
riverbank were caused by 
strong water flow, which led to 
cracks after the rain.

“There was no riverbank col-

lapse, our citizens were scared 
and moved the houses without 
asking the local authorities 
and when i arrived at the site, 
i was very sorry that the people 
had decided to move the hous-
es,” he said.

He said he had instructed 
five residents who had just 
moved out to rebuild their 
houses as before.

He said the authorities had 
already installed sandbags to 
prevent the riverbank from 
collapsing after heavy floods 
last year. He said locations that 
have sandbags to protect 
against collapse did not move 
from the original site.

Khorn Savi

NGO Wildlife alliance’s rangers 
seized an aK-47 assault rifle, 
four chainsaws, metal snares 
and other miscellaneous items 
from a suspect at roveang Sta-
tion in the northern Cardamom 
Mountains last week.

The arsenal of hunting gear 
also included a set of machetes 
– strong evidence that the 
offender was using the weap-
ons to hunt wildlife for con-
sumption in Cambodia or to be 
sent to a middleman for traf-
ficking into Vietnam or China.

“Homemade guns are com-
monly seized by the rangers, 
with Wildlife alliance seizing 
more than 700 rifles since the 
establishment of the Carda-
mom rainforest protection 
programme in 2002,” the NGO 
said on Monday.

This wasn’t the first confisca-
tion of an assault rifle by the 
NGO, and it served as a remind-
er that some forest criminals 
carry weapons which pose far 
more of a threat than the more 
prevalent but poorly construct-
ed homemade guns capable of 
firing only one round at a time.

assault rifles like aK-47s can 
be used by criminals to intim-
idate others, including those 
attempting to stop them from 
committing forest crimes. Fir-

ing rounds into the air while 
being pursued by rangers is 
one technique that’s been used 
in the past.

Wildlife alliance’s rangers 
may well confiscate more 
assault rifles as they continue 
to patrol almost 1.5 million 
hectares of the Cardamom 
rainforest landscape in an 
attempt to stop wildlife traf-
ficking and deforestation. 

The NGO said the confiscat-
ed weapons demonstrate the 
importance of highly effective 
law enforcement, including 
rigorous ranger training to 
ensure they are equipped to 
deal with any challenges they 
face in their line of work.

Ministry of Environment 
spokesman Neth pheaktra said 
the ministry asked the govern-
ment for permission to allow 
all rangers to be armed on their 
patrols and it was granted. He 
said all 1,260 rangers have been 
equipped with guns while on 
patrol since last year.

“They have been training to 
use firearms and studying fire-
arms laws. We allow them to 
take the weapons along to pro-
tect themselves because we do 
not know if an offender is 
armed or not. They are often 
covered by darkness, making 
it easy for them to harm rang-
ers,” he said.

Ten homes and an almshouse on the bank of a river in Prek Speu village were moved or prepared to move 
after four hours of heavy rain. supplied

Soth Koemsoeun

EiGHT people were sent to 
the Svay rieng provincial For-
estry administration on Tues-
day after the royal Gendar-
merie in Svay rieng province 
questioned them for illegally 
transporting charcoal to Viet-
nam, its commander Se Vuthy 
said on Tuesday. 

The eight were arrested 
near the Cambodia-Vietnam 
border gate in Busmon Vil-
lage, Busmon commune, 
romduol district, while 
planning to transport the 
charcoal across the border 
for sale in Vietnam.

Vuthy said on Monday that 
with the assistance of the 
Svay rieng provincial Court 
prosecutor, the royal Gen-
darmerie in romduol dis-
trict stopped eight cars car-
rying charcoal.

The consignment belonged 

to a group of merchants who 
intended to illegally trans-
port them to Vietnam. The 
charcoal was made from 
valuable wood. They were 
not artificial charcoal. 
Therefore, the act of burning 
such charcoal is illegal ac-
cording to forestation laws. 

Officials are now question-
ing the vehicle owners and 
preparing a report to be sub-
mitted to the Forestry admin-
istration officials for further 
action.

“according to the law, sell-
ing artificial charcoal is al-
lowed, but burning wood to 
make charcoal is allowed only 
for own-use. in this case, the 
merchants were transporting 
a large amount of it without 
the proper legal permis-
sion and intended to sell it 
in Vietnam, which is why we 
stopped them,” Vuthy said.

provincial Forestry admin-

istration director Kol Sovann 
could not be contacted for 
further comments. provincial 
Department of agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries direc-
tor Thach ratana also could 
not be reached for comment.

provincial deputy police 
chief Meas Chak said he had 
not received any news and 
his forces had not cooperat-
ed with the Svay rieng royal 
Gendarmerie. 

“if it takes action on its own, 
that probably means it has 
enough manpower because 
they will always request our 
assistance if they are short-
handed,” he said.

a local newspaper quoted 
a royal Gendarmerie officer 
in romduol district as saying 
the suspects used road 313 to 
the Cambodia-Vietnam bor-
der to cross through the Bus-
mon border gate, in Busmon, 
romduol district.

He said the merchants had 
contacted the officers at the 
border checkpoints of both 
Cambodia and Vietnam to 
request the transport of char-
coal to Vietnam, but the cap-
tain on the Cambodian side 
did not allow them to cross 
the border at night without 
legal permission and ordered 
the car owners to go back.

However, he said, the mer-
chants did not back down 
and parked along the roads 
near the border gate. Then, in 
the morning, the royal Gen-
darmerie of Svay rieng prov-
ince was patrolling and spot-
ted them.

Eight nabbed in S rieng for trying 
to transport charcoal to VN for sale

Charcoal merchants refused to move their trucks after being denied 
entry by a border official. supplied
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Ry Sochan

UNESCO, in partnership with iBM 
and Sap, has launched the CodeTh-
eCurve hackathon platform to sup-
port young innovators, data scien-
tists and designers across the world 
to develop digital solutions to coun-
ter the Covid-19 pandemic.

UNESCO’s programme Officer leav 
Kimlay said CodeTheCurve is a global, 
virtual hackathon for students, educa-
tors, teachers, and the research com-
munity to build tech skills, the en-
trepreneurial spirit, and professional 
competencies to build digital creativity 
and cooperation to mobilise the world.

He said young developers, design-
ers and data scientists are invited to 
join the hackathon to come up with 
digital solutions to the global pan-
demic. He encouraged innovators 
in Cambodia to join in and provide 
feasible solutions.

Kimlay told The Post on Tuesday 
that the platform encourages inno-
vators in Cambodia to join by en-
abling them to build tech skills, the 
entrepreneurial spirit and profes-
sional competencies with a lens on 
digital creativity and cooperation. 

“CodeTheCurve aims to inspire 
youth with new skills in a virtual, 
immersive environment in col-
laboration with other students, ex-
perts, and mentors while creating 
deployable solutions and digital 
prototypes prepared by citizen de-
velopers, data scientists, and inno-

vators with youth at the centre.
“The CodeTheCurve learning and 

hackathon journey will be practical, 
hands-on, and a ton of virtual fun,” 
he said.

Kimlay said the initiative coun-
ters the pandemic by engaging 
young developers, designers and 
data scientists to come up with dig-
ital solutions to explore an innova-
tive learning paradigm by focusing 
mainly on access to learning, infor-
mation and data management, and 
present and future post-pandemic 
social and health issues.

last month, the Ministry of Edu-
cation, Youth and Sport ordered the 
closure of schools ranging from kin-
dergartens to higher educational in-
stitutions in a bid to prevent Covid-19 
from spreading.

Students have been encouraged to 
self-study and study online on the 
ministry’s and its partners’ e-learn-
ing platforms.

at least 1.5 billion young people 
around the world are currently at 
home due to school closures relating 
to the global Covid-19 pandemic. One 
hundred and eighty-three countries 
have been disrupted, UNESCO said.

“Students, parents, and communi-
ties continue to cope with social iso-
lation while exploring how to main-
tain normal relations and activities 
in a myriad of online learning con-
tent, collaboration tools, and social 
media platforms available for the 
world to consume,” it said.

UNESCO launches 
code hackathon for 
Covid-19 solutions

Kep officials demolish 
illegal land grab fence
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

T
HE Damnak Chang’aeur 
district Unified Command 
Committee on Tuesday de-
molished a concrete fence 

that was illegally built to encroach 
on flooded forest land in angkorl 
commune’s angkorl village in Kep 
province.

Damnak Changaur district gover-
nor Kim Channy told The Post that 
while the authorities at all levels 
were busy launching a campaign 
to educate citizens about measures 
to halt the Covid-19 pandemic, a 
handful of opportunists had ille-
gally planted markers and erected 
a stone fence surrounding state-
owned- land. 

“Now, police forces are going 
down to demolish the markers and 
the fence that was built to encroach 
on the land.  The police issued a let-
ter informing the builders to come 
in and resolve these problems after 
the Khmer New Year,” he said.

He said erecting the markers and 
constructing the fence was an at-
tempt to occupy state property as 
privately-owned. it wasn’t the first 
time. last year, soil was used to fill 
in a mangrove forest and markers 
were planted to surround it. But the 
authorities stepped in to take pre-
ventive measures.

Damnak Chang’aeur Fisheries ad-
ministration head  Chak Sineath told 
The Post on Tuesday that a technical 
committee is now measuring and 

verifying the size of the land dam-
aged by the planting of the markers 
and the fence to build a case to be 
referred to the provincial Fisheries 
administration for review and fur-
ther legal action.

“For now we have still not summed 
up the size of the land that was oc-
cupied by some villagers and trad-
ers. The case of planting the markers 
and erecting the fence happened in 
separate places,” he said.

However, he said that some prop-
erty owners had collaborated with 

specialists and local authorities 
to gradually demolish and adjust 
their markers protruding into state 
land.

Concerning the move to tear down 
the illegal fence, Kep provincial gov-
ernor Ken Satha said on Tuesday 
that the provincial authorities would 
take the strictest legal action.  

“We have to take measures to de-
molish all illegal construction, es-
pecially the erecting of stone fences 
surrounding this state land,” he 
said.

Authorities in Kep province destroyed a concrete wall deliberately built to encroach on 
flooded forest land in Angkorl commune. SUPPLIED
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Thou Vireak

CaMBODia exported over $418.29 mil-
lion worth of gemstones and jewellery 
to the international market last year, 
said a Ministry of Commerce report.

Singapore was Cambodia’s largest 
export market, worth $226 million. 
Thailand ranked second and 
imported around $165 million worth 
of jewellery while the US ranked 
third and imported more than $23 
million, said the report.

Other export destinations included 
Vietnam ($3.36 million), Belgium ($ 
1.15 million), Japan ($110,000), italy 
($1,851) and China ($1,142).

The report measured exports of 
natural or cultured pearls, precious 
or semi-precious stones, metals, 
precious metals, imitation jewellery 
and coins.

Cambodia also imported more 
than $194 million worth of gem-
stones and jewellery to supply local 
markets last year.

Most of the goods came from Thai-
land, Singapore, Canada, Belgium 
and Hong Kong but Cambodia also 
imported from 16 other destinations, 
including the US, india, China, Viet-
nam, Japan, Malaysia, South Korea 
and italy, said the report.

Yek Hon, the owner of Channey 
Jewelry shop at Central Market in 
the capital’s Daun penh district, told 
The Post on Monday that she had 
imported platinum and diamonds 
from Hong Kong to be processed 
into jewellery.

“i imported jewellery from Hong 
Kong and used platinum bought 
locally to process jewellery. My store 
is focused on processing platinum 
with diamonds,” said Hon.

She said the global outbreak of 
Covid-19 is significantly affecting the 
local jewellery market.

“i noticed that the local jewellery 
market had sharply declined and i 
decided to close the shop temporar-
ily because of the Covid-19 disease,” 
she said.

However, a representative of pailin 
Jewelry Co ltd, who declined to be 
named, said the international gemstone 
and jewellery markets are in a good 
situation as business continues as nor-
mal, despite the spread of Covid-19.

“i see that the jewellery market is 
unaffected, the price of jewellery is 
stable,” the representative said.

Cambodia currently has two major 
gold mining companies operating in 
the northeast region of the country.

indian-owned mining firm Mesco 
Gold (Cambodia) ltd has started 
construction on a processing plant 
at its phum Syarung mine near peak 
village in O’Yadav district’s Yatung 
commune in ratanakkiri province.

The company has temporarily 
halted work on the plant due to Cov-
id-19, but it said it’s still on schedule 
to start refining gold this year.

Emerald resources Nl, the aus-
tralian-listed mining firm behind 
Mondulkiri province’s Okvau gold 
project, is expected to start its first 
large-scale gold operation in the 
Kingdom during the second quarter 
of next year.

Exports soar 24% in first two months
Thou Vireak

C
aMBODiaN ex-
ports soared 24 
per cent year-on-
year to $2.563 bil-

lion in the first two months 
of this year, despite the re-
verberating local and glob-
al effects of the Covid-19 
pandemic.

The private sector believes 
that the Kingdom’s exports 
will suffer a sharp blow 
from this month as the US 
and Europe – economically 
devastated by the outbreak 
– stop importing garments, 
footwear and bags. 

The Kingdom imported 
more than $3.6 billion worth 
of goods during the period, 
up 22 per cent over the year-
ago period, according to 
Ministry of Economy and 
Finance data as reported by 
local channel BTV News on 
Tuesday.

The data shows that gar-
ments, footwear, bicycle and 
rice exports fuelled the growth. 
The Kingdom’s main imports 
were construction materials, 
machinery and fuel.

Garment Manufacturers 
association in Cambodia 
(GMaC) secretary-general Ken 
loo told The Post on Tuesday 
that the US and Europe have 
been suspending their orders 
of Cambodian goods.

“i think Cambodia’s exports 
will decline from now on. We 
are losing export markets for 
garment, footwear and trav-
el products because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, which 
has led the US and Europe to 
suspend their orders.

“Only when the virus has 
been contained and the US 
and Europe reopen will we 
be able to export there,” he 
said.

Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce vice-president 
lim Heng echoed loo’s 
comments, saying that the 
Kingdom’s exports are set to 
decline starting this month.

“i saw that Cambodia’s ex-
ports continued to grow two 
months ago, as Covid-19 had 
not spread as far and wide as 
it has now,” he said.

The Ministry of Commerce 
on Monday appealed to buy-
ers of the Kingdom’s gar-
ment, footwear and travel 
products to honour all pend-
ing purchase agreements.

“We would like you to abide 

by your contracts and not to 
cancel orders that have been 
placed on goods that have al-
ready been produced or are 
currently in production.

“You have contributed 
to the social development 
of millions of Cambodians 
who are depending on these 
sectors for their livelihood,” 
it said in an announcement.

On Friday, GMaC, along 
with nine other members 
of the Sustainable Textile 
of asian region network 
across six producing and 
exporting countries made a 
similar appeal.

They called on global 
brand companies, retailers 
and traders to be responsi-
ble in their purchasing deci-
sions – to accept goods that 
have been delivered and to 
not retract orders or renego-
tiate their terms.

loo said: “We seek your co-
operation so that we can all 
uphold and honour our com-
mitments to labour rights, 
social responsibilities, and 
to rebuild a sustainable sup-
ply chain. We ask that you 
honour the terms of the pur-
chasing agreements for the 
orders that have already been 

placed.
“Fulfil your obligation and 

do not renegotiate the pay-
ment terms. receive your 
goods and proceed with 
payment as agreed upon, for 
goods already produced as 
well as for goods currently 
in production.

“i am sure that if we all co-
operate and work together, 
we will survive and become 
stronger. More importantly, 
our workers will also be able 
to survive and together we 
can rebuild our lives, our 
businesses and the indus-
try,” he said.

Online summit: pM calls for aSEaN strategy
May Kunmakara

priME Minister Hun Sen on Tuesday 
urged aSEaN leaders to plot a strat-
egy for recovery and reinvigorating 
the economy once the Covid-19 virus 
is contained.

Since it emerged in December last 
year, the pandemic has impacted glo-
bal and regional demand and has 
disrupted the entire production chain, 
leading to an economic downturn.

Speaking at the aSEaN Special 
Summit on Covid-19 via video con-
ference, Hun Sen said the virus swift-
ly and substantially battered one 
sector after another.

its spread has deterred the develop-
ment of the aSEaN bloc, he said, not 
only in the health sector but in tour-
ism, trade, finance, industry, as well 
as the livelihood of the people. 

“Cambodia is of the view that 
aSEaN needs to further accelerate 
the implementation of existing plans 

and mechanisms, such as promoting 
regional economic integration, abol-
ishing non-tariff barriers to trade, 
and further easing trade [rules].

“We have to enhance the imple-
mentation of aSEaN’s integration 
initiatives by focusing on promoting 
micro, small and medium enterprises 
as well as technological and innova-
tive start-ups; enhancing public-pri-
vate partnership in digital economy; 
and developing digital human 
resources and skills” said Hun Sen.

released earlier this month, asian 
Development Outlook 2020 (aDO 
2020), the asian Development Bank’s 
(aDB’s) annual flagship economic 
publication, said Southeast asia will 
track China and decelerate to 1.0 per 
cent growth this year.

all economies in the sub-region 
will endure a growth slowdown this 
year because of the pandemic and a 
consequent global slump, especially 
given their strong trade and invest-

ment ties with the slowing Chinese 
economy, said the aDO 2020.

Thailand, the second-largest econo-
my in the sub-region, will likely con-
tract by 4.8 per cent this year, continu-
ing a steady slide in recent years, it said. 
Growth in the closely intertwined 
economies of Malaysia and Singapore 
will plummet nearly to zero this year. 

indonesia will see sharp decelera-
tion, as will the philippines despite 
expansionary government policies, 
which should facilitate an upturn next 
year. Growth in Vietnam is forecast to 
decelerate significantly but remain 
uniquely robust in the sub-region. 

With most economies weakening 
and global oil prices softening, sub-
regional inflation should stay tame at 
just 1.9 per cent this year and 2.2 per 
cent next year. 

The aDB projected that Cambodia’s 
real growth will slow to 2.5 per cent this 
year, but is set to rebound to 5.9 per cent 
next year under the baseline scenario.

“The slowdown is mainly affected 
by the pandemic, the resulting eco-
nomic slowdown in the major 
advanced economies . . . and the 
[Kingdom’s] reduced access to export 
markets,” it said.

late last month, Hun Sen said the 
Kingdom remains open to cross-
border trade with neighbouring 
countries, but the borders will remain 
closed to citizens and travellers.

He said this to calm public fears 
that the cost of consumer goods 
would rise following the closure of all 
borders with Vietnam, Thailand and 
laos by March 23.

“Yesterday [On March 24], we got 
around $2 million in revenue from Cus-
toms at the poipet international Border 
with Thailand in Banteay Meanchey.

“at the same time, we will collect 
the revenue from Customs taxes at 
the border gates with Vietnam and 
laos because we’re still exchanging 
goods,” he said.

Gem exports 
strong, gold 
on the way

The Kingdom exported $2.563 billion worth of goods in the first two months of this year, up 24 per cent over the year-ago period. HENG CHIVOAN
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WiTH more governments 
and private firms across the 
asia-pacific region in need of 
financial assistance to fight 
the pandemic’s health and so-
cioeconomic fallout, the asian 
Development Bank (aDB) has 
tripled its regional Covid-19 re-
sponse facility to $20 billion.

Besides jacking up its “res-
cue” package from the $6.5 
billion announced last month, 
the Manila-based multilateral 
lender also “approved measures 
to streamline its operations for 
quicker and more flexible de-
livery of assistance”, it said in a 
statement on Monday.

“The response package in-
cludes a number of adjust-
ments to policies and busi-
ness processes that will allow 
the aDB to respond more rap-
idly and flexibly to the crisis.

“These include measures to 
streamline internal business 
processes, widen the eligibil-

ity and scope of various sup-
port facilities, and make the 
terms and conditions of lend-
ing more tailored,” it said.

The philippines’ Secretary of 
Finance Carlos G Dominguez 
iii, who serves as the aDB’s 
governor for the philippines, 
earlier urged his counterparts 
from 67 other member-coun-
tries to give the lender more 
leeway to fast-track distribu-
tion of resources in response 
to the Covid-19 pandemic.

On top of most loans, the 
$20-billion facility included 
around $2.5 billion in conces-
sional resources and grants, 
the aDB said.

“The new package includes 
the establishment of a Covid-
19 pandemic response option 
under the aDB’s countercy-
clical support facility.

“Up to $13 billion will be 
provided through this new 

option to help governments of 
developing member countries 
implement effective coun-
tercyclical expenditure pro-
grammes to mitigate impacts 
of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
with a particular focus on the 
poor and the vulnerable.

“Grant resources will con-
tinue to be deployed quickly 
for providing medical and per-
sonal protective equipment 
and supplies from expanded 
procurement sources.

“Some $2 billion from the 
$20 billion package will be 
made available for the private 
sector. loans and guarantees 
will be provided to financial 
institutions to rejuvenate 
trade and supply chains.

“Enhanced microfinance 
loan and guarantee support 
and a facility to help liquidity-
starved small- and medium-
sized enterprises, including 
those run by female entrepre-

neurs, will be implemented 
alongside direct financing of 
companies responding to, or 
impacted by, Covid-19,” it said.

aDB president Masatsugu 
asakawa said: “This pandemic 
threatens to severely set back 
economic, social, and devel-
opment gains in asia and the 
pacific, reverse progress on 
poverty reduction, and throw 
economies into recession.

“Our expanded and com-
prehensive package of as-
sistance, made possible with 
the strong support of our 
board, will be delivered more 
quickly, flexibly, and force-
fully to the governments and 
the private sector in our de-
veloping member countries 
to help them address the ur-
gent challenges in tackling 
the pandemic and economic 
downturn,” he said. PHILIPPINE 
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aDB triples Covid-19 
war chest to $20 billion 
for asia-pacific region

pig farmers in need of more 
government pork to expand
Hin Pisei

W
HilE the gov-
ernment has 
e n c o u r a g e d 
companies and 

farmers to increase domestic 
production, industry insiders 
say pig farming will only speed 
up if the financial sector in-
creases lending to the sector.

as governments impose 
more restrictions on cross-
border trade in response to 
Covid-19’s continued spread 
across the world, strengthen-
ing domestic production ca-
pacity has become a govern-
ment priority, especially of 
food-related products.

M’s pig aCMC (Cambodia) 
Co ltd general manager ly 
laville told The Post on Mon-
day that the rise in prices and 
market demand has prompted 
the company to consider rais-
ing more pigs. “The company 
is looking at the potential to 
expand, but it will not be fast.”

Financial institutions have 
identified pig farming as a 
high-risk business in the wake 
of last year’s african Swine Fe-
ver epidemic, he said. With a 
lack of support, operations in 
Cambodia cannot be expand-
ed quickly.

“Most of the investment in 
pig farming is done with our 
own money, so we can’t do 
anything fast,” he said, add-
ing that there are currently 
about 40,000 pigs on his farm, 
which supplies 200-300 head 
to the markets daily.

Cambodia livestock raisers 
association (Clra) director 
Srun poav said he acknowl-
edged that there are risks in-
volved in pig raising, which 
have made it difficult to obtain 
credit from financial institu-
tions.

However, he said loans 
are crucial in promoting pig 
farming and reducing im-
ports from overseas. 

On behalf of the Clra, he 
lauded the government’s ef-

forts to expand livestock rais-
ing and promote local prod-
ucts, which will generate jobs 
for locals.

“i have often mentioned 
at the meetings that finan-
cial institutions need to lend 
more money to pig farmers,” 
said poav.

He said live pigs are worth 
around 11,000-12,000 riel 
($2.75-$3.00) per kilogramme, 
up from around 8,000 riel dur-
ing the same period last year.

The current demand in Cam-
bodia for pigs fit for human 
consumption is around 6,000-
7,000 head per day, he said.

There are no official fig-
ures for the number of pig 
farms in the Kingdom, but he 
said there are currently three 
large-scale farms in Cambo-
dia – M’s pig aCMC, Cp Cam-
bodia Co ltd and Betagro 
(Cambodia) Co ltd. The latter 
two are Thai-owned.

Tan phannara, the director-
general of the Ministry of agri-
culture, Forestry and Fisheries’ 
General Directorate of animal 
Health and production, heads 
a working group tasked with 
disseminating animal-raising 
information and practices.

He said the task force’s mis-
sion has always been to main-
tain healthy animal hygiene, 
and promote and encourage 
domestic raising, especially 
in the face of the ongoing 
health crisis.

“We are currently recom-
mending that large commercial 
growers increase their produc-
tion, and if domestic raising is 
going well, we may stop im-
porting pigs,” said phannara.

He said Cambodia currently 
imports between 2,000 and 
3,000 live pigs from Thailand 
daily, accounting for more 
than 20 per cent of total do-
mestic demand.

at the same time, he said 
the Kingdom currently pro-
duces about 1.5 million 
tonnes of animal feed per 
year, equal to about 60 per 
cent of the country’s total 
consumption.

last weekend, Minister 
Veng Sakhon visited agro-in-
dustrial conglomerate Mong 
reththy Group’s develop-
ment site located in Keo phos 
commune, Stung Hav district, 
preah Sihanouk province.

He called on the company 
to speed up production of 
pigs, chickens, ducks, fish 
and vegetables to help supply 
the local demand.

“i call on livestock and ani-
mal feed companies to work 
together to increase their joint 
productivity, ensuring food 
security now and in the fu-
ture, and especially to absorb 
domestic labour as much as 
possible,” said Sakhon.

Daily demand for pigs in Cambodia numbers between 6,000 and 7,000 head. Hong menea 

indonesia unemployment explodes as 2.8M lose jobs
iNDONESia’S pre-employment card 
programme, a social safety net offer-
ing aid similar to unemployment ben-
efits, saw an immediate spike in inter-
est within a few days of its launch, as 
2.8 million people have lost their jobs 
nationwide as a result of businesses 
temporarily halting operations.

Just a day after the programme was 
launched on Saturday, 1.4 million 
people applied for benefits worth a 
total of 3.5 million rupiah ($220) – to 
be given for four months – in the first 
registration phase, data from the 
Office of the Coordinating Economic 
Minister shows.

The programme, which was part of 
president Joko ‘Jokowi’ Widodo’s 
campaign pledge, initially aimed at 
providing indonesian workers the 
necessary skills training for work.

“Our objective is slightly shifting,” 
Denni puspa purbasari, the president 
director of the programme’s manage-
ment, told an online talk show on 
Monday.

“We initially wanted to reduce 
youth unemployment, but now we 

are also focusing on furloughed 
workers, those who have lost their 
jobs or small entrepreneurs who have 
lost customers,” she said.

With a budget of 20 trillion rupiah, 
the programme will cover 5.6 million 
participants aged 18 years or above 
who are currently not attending uni-
versity, particularly those who have 
yet to receive any social assistance.

as many as 2.8 million people have 
lost their jobs as of Monday, data from 
the Manpower Ministry and the Work-
ers Social Security agency shows. 
More than half were furloughed and 
placed on paid or unpaid leave.

Employment data from august last 
year shows that 7.05 million people 
are unemployed in indonesia, repre-
senting a 5.28 per cent unemploy-
ment rate.

Centre of reform on Economics 
indonesia research director piter 
abdullah said: “The scope of the pre-
employment card needs to be wid-
ened, eased and accelerated.

“With limited data, there’s a risk 
that disbursement will not be well-

targeted – but it’s better than nothing. 
Therefore, it’s important that social 
aid is not politicised,” he said.

Many businesses have been laying 
off or furloughing workers as they 
temporarily shut down operations in 
line with the government’s large-
scale social restriction measures to 
slow the spread of Covid-19.

introduced earlier this month, the 
policy mandates the suspension of 
schools and offices, as well as religious 
and public activities, with only essen-
tial businesses allowed to operate.

Domestic factory activities have 
contracted to a record-low level in the 
first quarter of this year at 45.64 per 
cent, Bank indonesia’s prompt Man-
ufacturing index shows.

The Manpower Ministry’s training 
and productivity supervision direc-
tor-general Bambang Satrio lelono 
said: “Our employment conditions 
are very concerning.

“Therefore, we hope recipients [of 
the pre-employment card pro-
gramme] can choose courses that will 
open up job opportunities, either in 

the same industry or a new one.
“They can use the training accord-

ing to their needs or opportunities in 
the future job market. The pro-
gramme can help them develop their 
own businesses,” he said.

Nearly 200,000 workers in tourism, 
which has by far been the hardest-hit 
industry by the outbreak, are set to 
apply for the programme, data from the 
Tourism and Creative Economy Minis-
try shows.

More than 1,200 hotels in 31 prov-
inces have temporarily closed, 
according to the indonesian Hotel 
and restaurant association (pHri). 
Of those, 844 have registered their 
74,100 employees with the pre-em-
ployment card programme.

“We’re worried that many hotels and 
restaurants don’t care enough to reg-
ister their employees, but workers in 
this sector highly need the social aid,” 
pHri chairman Hariyadi Sukamdani 
told a teleconferenced briefing on 
Wednesday. “Many hotels have yet to 
give us their employee data.”

around 7,000 travel agents in the 

association of indonesian Tour and 
Travel agencies (asita) have been 
forced to take measures such as cut-
ting salaries and furloughing workers 
in order to avoid layoffs, said asita 
chairman Nunung rusmiati.

“We are trying very hard not to lay 
off our workers, but we would strug-
gle if we don’t cut their salaries.

“So, some of the measures we’re 
taking include cutting workers’ sala-
ries by 50 per cent and giving them 
unpaid leave,” Nunung said at the 
same online event.

The pre-employment card pro-
gramme offers 900 courses, including 
English for tour guides, accounting, 
information technology and business 
management, in partnership with eight 
institutions, such as online learning plat-
form Skill academy and e-commerce 
platforms Tokopedia and Bukalapak.

Eligible recipients who have regis-
tered at prakerja.go.id will receive 
their benefit via bank transfers or 
e-wallet platforms Gopay and linka-
ja to ease the disbursement process. 
THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Up to $13 billion will be 
provided through this new 

option to help governments
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philippines to revamp ‘Build, Build, Build’

Nearly a million trees’ worth 
of emissions cut by Sunseap 

i
N light of the socioeco-
nomic fallout caused in 
the philippines by the 
Covid-19 pandemic, the 

Duterte administration’s am-
bitious “Build, Build, Build” 
programme may be reconfig-
ured to prioritise health infra-
structure and address poten-
tial funding issues.

presidential adviser for flag-
ship programmes and projects 
Vivencio Dizon told Philippine 
Daily Inquirer last week that 
he agreed with Secretary of Fi-
nance Carlos G Dominguez iii’s 
earlier pronouncement that the 
administration would sustain 
massive infrastructure build-up 
to facilitate immediate recovery 
of the domestic economy once 
Covid-19 has been contained.

“Secretary Dominguez is 
spot on in saying that public 
infrastructure will be key in 
revving up the economy post-
Covid-19. This is the single 
most-powerful tool govern-
ments everywhere can em-
ploy in restarting the econ-
omy after the devastation 
wrought by the pandemic.

“Having said that, we have 
to reassess available sources 
of financing given the reset-
ting of priorities toward the 
Covid-19 response as well as 
long-term health care infra-
structure because this prob-
lem is not going away any 
time soon and will linger for a 
long time,” said Dizon.

The national budget, multi-
lateral and bilateral develop-
ment partners as well as the 

private sector will finance the 
100 “flagship” projects worth 
a total of 4.4 trillion pesos 
($86.9 billion) in the expanded 
“Build, Build, Build” pipeline.

However, multilateral lend-
ers such as the Manila-based 
asian Development Bank, 
the Beijing-based asian in-
frastructure and investment 
Bank (aiiB) and also the Wash-
ington-based World Bank 
and international Monetary 

Fund are currently prioritis-
ing financing for Covid-19 re-
sponse as borrower-countries 
worldwide scramble to fight 
the disease with more money 
needed to support vulnerable 
sectors and keep their respec-
tive economies afloat.

For its part, the aiiB plans 
to offer loans to build more 
health infrastructure across 
the region, which Dominguez 
had said the philippines 

wanted to tap.
in the case of the philip-

pines’ bilateral partners in 
infrastructure rollout such as 
China, Japan and South Ko-
rea, these countries are also 
grappling with their own do-
mestic Covid-19 outbreaks 
and may set aside the grant 
of official development assis-
tance in the meantime.

Dizon said: “We will have 
to see how our bilateral and 

multilateral partners will be 
responsive to our financing 
needs in the coming weeks 
and months.”

Even the private sector, 
which the updated “Build, 
Build, Build” list gave more 
projects to participate in 
through the public-private 
partnership (ppp) mode, may 
also be deterred by the losses 
inflicted by the pandemic on 
their businesses.

as such, Dizon said they 
would also have to talk to the 
private sector and see what their 
risk appetite would be for ppps 
given the enormous toll this 
has taken on the private sector. 
Fifteen unsolicited ppp projects 
to be funded by tycoons’ deep 
pockets have been included in 
“Build, Build, Build”.

Dizon nonetheless noted 
that “the silver lining here is 
that interest rates are at an all-
time low and unlike countries 
that are highly leveraged, the 
philippines has a relatively 
low debt-to-gross domestic 
product ratio, which means 
we have a lot of room to bor-
row and avail [ourselves] of 
the cheap financing available 
and plan a more aggressive 
response to this.

“a huge part of this response 
[to the Covid-19 pandemic] is 
going to be public infrastruc-
ture,” he said.

Of the 100 “Build, Build, 
Build” projects, 46 projects 
are undergoing implementa-
tion and 50 have been target-
ed for completion by the time 
president rodrigo Duterte 
steps down in 2022.

in a television interview with 
US business news channel 
CNBC last week, Dominguez 
reiterated that the infrastruc-
ture budget would be “the last 
item that we will touch” even as 
the Bayanihan to Heal as One 
act allowed realigning 275 bil-
lion pesos in the 4.1 trillion peso 
2020 national budget. PHILIPPINE 
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SiNGapOrE-BaSED firm 
Sunseap has said the solar 
power it generated last year 
made a huge impact on the 
environment – equal to plant-
ing nearly a million tree seed-
lings over a decade.

in total, Sunseap’s business 
of generating solar energy for 
corporate and retail custom-
ers helped offset over 58,000 
tonnes of carbon emissions, or 
greenhouse gases, the company 
said in its sustainability impact 
report released on Monday.

This is equivalent to plant-
ing about 960,000 trees over 10 
years for its customers, the US 
Environment protection agen-
cy’s Greenhouse Gas Equiva-
lencies Calculator shows.

Sunseap allows customers 
to reduce their carbon foot-
prints by switching to certi-
fied solar energy through the 
open electricity retail market.

it also leases solar panels to 
corporate and government cus-
tomers, and currently accounts 
for 168 megawatt-peak (MWp) 
of solar systems across 1,500 
buildings across Singapore.

This is more than half of the 
installed solar capacity in the 
city-state, Sunseap said.

Sunseap CEO Frank phuan 
said the sustainability report 
signalled the firm’s desire to 
be as transparent as possible 
in how it operates its busi-
ness, even in the midst of the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

“The Covid-19 pandemic has 
caused unprecedented challeng-

es for many companies wanting 
to go green as their businesses 
are impacted by the current eco-
nomic climate,” he said.

“However, we encourage 
companies to press on and 
look ahead at a greener future. 
The sustainable changes we 
take now will have a positive 
impact in the long run, envi-
ronmentally and financially.”

Monday’s report, which also 
tallied the company’s own 
carbon emissions last year, 
was done in conjunction with 
local sustainability consul-
tancy paia Consulting.

air travel by employees made 
up the bulk of Sunseap’s 47 nett 
tonnes of carbon emissions.

Sunseap won a govern-
ment tender last year called 
SolarNova 4, which involves 
installing more than 170,000 
solar panels across buildings 
in Singapore, including 1,218 

Housing Board blocks and 49 
government sites.

The tender was followed 
by the Housing and Devel-
opment Board announcing 
plans to more than double 
its capacity for solar power 
to 540MWp by 2030, enough 
to power about 135,000 four-
room flats with clean energy.

Sunseap raised S$203 mil-
lion (US$140 million) in Series 
D funding earlier this year for 
its continued regional expan-
sion, following investments 
from Singapore’s investment 
company Temasek, and Thai 
energy group Banpu.

it currently has solar farms in 
Vietnam, india and Cambodia.

its subsidiary, Sunseap asset 
(Cambodia) Co ltd, operates 
a 10MW solar park in Bavet 
town’s Chrak M’tes commune 
between Bat Sloek and Thlok 
villages. THE STRAITS TIMES/ANN

Sunseap’s business of generating solar energy for corporate and retail 
customers helped offset over 58,000 tonnes of carbon emissions, or 
greenhouse gases. SUNSEAP

The national budget, multilateral and bilateral development partners as well as the private sector will finance the 100 ‘flagship’ projects worth a 
total of 4.4 trillion pesos ($86.9 billion) in the expanded ‘Build, Build, Build’ pipeline. AFP
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world
US eyes coronavirus ‘plateau’ as world 
weighs cautious, gradual reopening
C

O r O N a V i r U S 
deaths in the hard-
hit US were flat for a 
second consecutive 

day, with New York’s governor 
saying the “worst is over” as 
many countries weigh a grad-
ual reopening of their shat-
tered economies.

Since emerging late last year, 
the coronavirus pandemic 
has killed around 120,000 and 
infected nearly two million, 
tipping the world towards a 
fierce economic recession as 
more than half of the globe 
hunkers down at home.

as countries reach differ-
ent stages of the coronavirus 
curve, debate is raging over 
whether to return to normal 
life and possibly risk a second 
wave of infections.

indian prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi told his 1.3 billion 
citizens their lockdown would 
remain in effect until May 3 at 
least and French president 
Emmanuel Macron extended 
his tight measures by another 
month.

But italy and austria are re-
opening some shops and Spain 
is restarting construction and 
factory work while powerhouse 
Germany weighs restarting Eu-
rope’s top economy.

in Washington, Trump 
stunned reporters by play-
ing a campaign-style self-
congratulatory video and 
bashing the media during a 
briefing in which he claimed 
to have saved “tens of thou-
sands, maybe hundreds of 
thousands of lives”.

The US death toll has hit 
23,600 – by far the worst-
affected country – but the 
president said: “it looks like 
we’re plateauing, and maybe 
even in many cases coming 
down.”

He has repeatedly stressed 
he wants to open the world’s 
largest economy as swiftly as 
possible and is expected to 

announce a plan this week 
on how to jump-start stalled 
business.

in New York, where the virus 
has killed more than 10,000 
people and seen unclaimed 
victims buried in unmarked 
mass graves, Governor an-
drew Cuomo said the night-
mare might be coming to an 
end.

“The worst is over if we 
continue to be smart going 
forward. i believe we can now 
start on the path to normal-
cy,” Cuomo told reporters, as 
Trump said only the president 
had “the ultimate authority” 
to reopen businesses.

in France, one of Europe’s 
worst-hit countries, Macron 
said in a televised address the 
epidemic there was “begin-
ning to steady … [and] hope 
is returning.”

However, he said a strict 
lockdown in force since 

March 17 would continue 
until May 11 – after which 
schools and businesses could 
gradually reopen at a “pro-
gressive” rate.

Nigerian president Muham-
madu Buhari told his citizens 
they must “endure a little 
longer” as he also extended a 
lockdown in key cities saying: 
“We must not lose the gains 
achieved thus far.”

and in Britain, whose prime 
Minister Boris Johnson is re-
covering after three days in 
intensive care with the virus, 
officials warned the peak was 
still to come and the lockdown 
there was likely to endure.

in countries seen as further 
along in the epidemic, life was 
very gradually beginning the 
long process of returning to 
normal, with officials hand-
ing out masks to commuters 
returning to work in Spain.

italy will reopen some 

bookshops and laundries on 
a trial basis on Tuesday, as 
the number of critically ill 
patients dropped for the 10th 
straight day despite the death 
toll topping 20,000.

australia and New Zealand 
appeared to be heeding the 
warning, steeling their citi-
zens for longer restrictions, 
despite some success in flat-
tening the virus curve.

World Health Organisation 
chief Tedros adhanom Ghe-
breyesus warned control mea-
sures “must be lifted slowly”, 
noting that the novel coro-
navirus (Sars-CoV-2) was 10 
times deadlier than the 2009-
2010 swine flu outbreak.

asymptomatic persons with 
the coronavirus disease are 
more common than was pre-
viously thought, with some 
research saying potentially as 
many as 55 per cent to 70 per 
cent of infections, Singapore’s 

National Centre for infectious 
Diseases executive director 
leo Yee Sin told The Straits 
Times on Monday.

They can go on to infect 
others without anyone ever 
finding out, which is why it 
is one of three reasons that 
make Covid-19 such a chal-
lenging disease to tackle, leo 
said.

another reason is that 
Covid-19 manifests itself as 
an innocuous and mild ill-
ness, but has high virus se-
cretion at its onset, she said. 
“This causes infected indi-
viduals to misjudge the seri-
ousness of their illness, and 
have a tendency to continue 
routine activities without re-
alising the danger of spread-
ing the infection.”

Third, as Sars-CoV-2 is a 
novel pathogen, entire com-
munities and even nations are 
susceptible to it, she added. 
“any one of us can be infected 
and, if we are not careful, can 
serve as a transmitter passing 
on the virus to others.”

“When that happens, those 
most at risk are the people 
close to us, such as fam-
ily members, colleagues and 
close friends,” said leo.

She called on people to 
protect themselves, those 
around them and the com-
munity by being socially 
responsible. This means re-
maining at home, not paying 
visits to others and avoiding 
older family members, who 
are most at risk of complica-
tions from the disease.

While it was previously un-
clear if asymptomatic spread 
is an issue, this has changed 
as scientists learn more about 
the virus. Newer findings now 
suggest that those who do 
not display symptoms of the 
disease could be spreading it 
widely without knowing it. THE 

STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK, AFP

Forest fire ‘no threat’ to Chernobyl nuclear zone
HUNDrEDS of firefighters on Monday 
battled a forest blaze in Ukraine’s Cher-
nobyl exclusion zone while officials 
insisted there was no risk to the ruined 
reactor and nearby storage facilities for 
nuclear waste.

“There is no threat to the Chernobyl 
nuclear power plant and the storage 
facilities,” Volodymyr Demchuk, a sen-
ior official from Ukraine’s emergency 
service, said in a video statement late 
on Monday.

The fire broke out 10 days ago at the 
scene of the world’s worst nuclear acci-
dent in 1986. 

Kiev has mobilised helicopters and 
more than 400 firefighters, with planes 
dropping tonnes of water on the fire.

Demchuk said firefighters are now 
focused on stopping the spread.

While forest fires are common in the 

exclusion zone, Greenpeace russia 
said on Monday that this is the worst 
since the 1986 nuclear explosion.

The environmental campaign group 
said that analysis of satellite images 
showed the fire at its closest point was 
just 1.5km from the protective dome 
over the ruined reactor.

regional Eastern European Fire 
Monitoring Centre head Sergiy Zibtsev 
told aFp that the fire is “super-huge” 
and “unpredictable”.

“in the west of the exclusion zone it 
has already covered 20,000ha by our 
calculations.”

The Ukrainian emergency service 
has not provided recent figures on the 
size of the fire.

association of Chernobyl Tour Oper-
ators head Yaroslav Yemelianenko said 
the fire had reached the ghost town of 

pripyat, a city near Chernobyl whose 
population of around 50,000 was evac-
uated after the explosion.

pripyat has become popular with 
tourists from all over the world.

“The situation is critical,” Yemeli-
anenko wrote on his Facebook page.

However, Ukrainian Deputy Minister 
of internal affairs anton Gerashchenko 
said there is no danger for the nuclear 
waste storage facilities. “it’s complete-
ly safe,” he said on Facebook.

The fire broke out on april 4 in a for-
ested area near the Chernobyl power 
plant.

police said the blaze was started by a 
man burning dry grass near the exclu-
sion zone around the ruined reactor.

The flames spread quickly, fanned by 
strong winds, and Kiev began deploying 
helicopters and firefighting planes.

Government agencies have insisted 
the fire has not caused a rise in radia-
tion levels.

Yegor Firsov, head of the Ministry of 
Environment and Natural resources’ 
State Ecological inspection Service, 
wrote on Facebook a day after the fire 
broke out that levels at the centre of 
the fire were higher than normal. He 
later withdrew the claim.

Chernobyl polluted a large swathe of 
Europe when its fourth reactor explod-
ed in april 1986.

people are not allowed to live within 
30km of the power station.

The three other reactors at Cherno-
byl continued to generate electricity 
until the power station finally closed 
in 2000. a giant protective dome was 
put in place over the fourth reactor in 
2016. AFP

China says 
all expats 
are treated 
the same
CHiNESE Ministry of Foreign 
affairs spokesman Zhao lijian 
on Monday said the US is being 
immoral and irresponsible by 
“telling lies” after a US State 
Department spokesperson 
reportedly accused the Chinese 
authorities of “abuse and mis-
treatment of africans living and 
working in China”.

“We don’t discriminate against 
our african brothers,” Zhao said, 
adding that Guangdong prov-
ince has taken a series of meas-
ures to address the concerns of 
african people in the region.

He said he believed the issue 
will be properly resolved with 
efforts made by the Chinese 
and african sides, and he urged 
the US to focus its efforts on 
containing the novel coronavi-
rus outbreak.

He said any attempt to sow 
discord between China and afri-
can countries will not succeed.

China treats all foreigners 
equally, objects to any kind of 
differential treatment targeting 
certain groups of people, and 
tolerates no discrimination, 
Zhao said in a statement on Sun-
day.

Since the start of the out-
break, the authorities in Guang-
dong province have attached 
great importance to the medi-
cal treatment of all foreign con-
firmed cases, including african 
people, Zhao said.

The ministry will continue to 
communicate closely with the 
Guangdong authorities to 
respond to reasonable con-
cerns of the province’s african 
residents.

“The Chinese people always 
see in the african people part-
ners and brothers through 
thick and thin … african friends 
can count on getting a fair, just, 
cordial and friendly reception 
in China,” Zhao said.

He said China has provided a 
large amount of medical sup-
plies to the african Union and 
african countries to contain 
Covid-19, including test kits, face 
masks, protective clothing, gog-
gles and ventilators.

China will continue to sup-
port african countries to the 
best of its ability, said Zhao.

He said it hopes to work with 
african countries, through 
“mutual understanding, mutu-
al support and cooperation”, to 
stop the spread of the virus.

Yang rihua, deputy chief of the 
Guangdong’s public security 
department, said at a news con-
ference on Sunday that 117,000 
foreigners live in the province.

Of these, 60,800 are from 
asia, 28,900 from the americas, 
15,700 from Europe, more than 
6,700 from africa and over 
4,700 from Oceania, he said.

all foreigners in Guangdong 
should strictly abide by the law 
and cooperate actively with the 
authorities in their disease 
control efforts, he added. CHINA 

DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The US death toll has hit 23,600 – by far the worst-affected country. AFP



INDONESIAN workers are question-
ing businesses’ request to the central 
government to excuse them from the 
obligation of giving full Idul Fitri 
holiday bonuses (THR) to their 
employees, with a labour union say-
ing that not all companies have been 
severely affected by the Covid-19.

The Indonesian Employers Asso-
ciation (Apindo) submitted on April 
6 a proposal to the Office of Coordi-
nating Economic Minister and the 
Workers Social Security Agency, ask-
ing to postpone the payment of THR 
for a year due to the Covid-19 crisis.

Indonesian Worker Union Confed-
eration (KSPI) president Said Iqbal 
said the government should make it 
clear that not all sectors had been 
equally hit by the novel coronavirus, 
then went on to question the Man-
power Ministry’s data on workers 
affected by the pandemic.

“The government should not gen-
eralise industrial sectors affected by 
the pandemic. There must be a clear 
classification of sectors that have been 
affected. Not all companies are unable 

to afford full THR, wages or severance 
pay [for laid-off workers],” Iqbal said 
in a written statement on Monday.

Manpower ministry data shows 
that over 1.5 million workers in both 
the formal and informal sectors have 
either been furloughed or laid off as 
of April 9, as companies temporarily 
halt operations to comply with large-
scale social restrictions (PSBB).

While acknowledging the econom-
ic pressures brought on by the virus, 
Coordinating Economic Minister Air-
langga Hartanto reminded all busi-
nesses on April 2 that paying out THR 
“is mandatory”, without exception.

Citing KSPI data, Iqbal said busi-
nesses with the most layoffs included 
tourism-related companies and serv-
ices, airlines, hotels, travel agents, res-
taurants, logistic firms, online trans-
portation services, digital economic 
firms, as well as micro, small and medi-
um-sized enterprises (MSMEs).

However, Iqbal said he had yet to see 
massive outbreak-related layoffs in the 
manufacturing sector, including in 
labour-intensive and capital intensive 

businesses, although some workers had 
indeed been sent home due to PSBB 
measures and expired contracts.

“Many laid-off workers are from 
tourism and the MSMEs sector . . . 
The public needs to know these clas-
sifications, so they don’t become anx-
ious,” he said.

He further raised concerns that 
unclear data from the government 
could be used by certain parties to 
justify the deliberation of the omni-
bus bill on job creation at the House 
of Representatives, which has been 
strongly rejected by labour unions.

“At the same time, the omnibus bill’s 
deliberation is ongoing. There is the 
impression that the omnibus bill will 
offer a solution for all the layoffs; by 
inviting new investors through the 
bill. It’s better to focus on Covid-19 
handling and the layoffs that follow.”

He added that 50,000 workers were 
ready to hold a massive rally against 
the bill in Jakarta and several other 
provinces on April 30 despite the out-
break. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NET-

WORK

LIVING without electricity in 
a remote area isn’t easy, but it’s 
part of the job for some Viet-
namese soldiers.

Life may be hard for the 
troops stationed at Bat Mot 
border station in Thanh Hoa 
province’s Thuong Xuan dis-
trict, but they know they have 
to do their bit to fight the Cov-
id-19 pandemic.

With an area of 17km bor-
dering Lao’s Huaphan prov-
ince, the station is considered 
as an important shield to pre-
vent the spread of the deadly 
disease.

Twelve groups with six sol-
diers in each group have been 
set up to strictly control entry 
and exit across the border to 
detect possible infections as 
early as possible.

The soldiers and officers 
work hard with the motto 
“fighting the epidemic is like 
fighting against the enemy”, 

Lieutenant Bui Nhu Luc said, 
adding that they make use of 
all available resources to com-
bat the pandemic.

Tents have set up to facilitate 
border patrol around the clock 
and soldiers return to their 
border station every few days 
to get food because their tents 
are more than 20km from the 
border point.

Sometimes, they have to find 
vegetables such as banana 
flowers in the forest to eat.

“There is not much water 
from the streams because it’s 
the dry season. We have to use 
bamboo troughs to get water 
from streams and contain it in 
plastic tarpaulin sheets,” Luc 
told vietnamnet.vn.

“Sometimes, we have to go 
tens of kilometres to get water 
for daily use.”

“It is very normal in these 
days if we cannot access elec-

tricity, phone signal, as well as 
water and get bitten by mos-
quitoes.”

However, they overcome 
their hardships to carry out 
their duties, Lieutenant Colo-
nel Thinh Van Kien said.

From April 1-15, the border 
guards will work closely with 
local police for strict controls 
around the clock of people and 
vehicles entering and leaving the 
province to fight the pandemic.

The government has decided 
to suspend cross-border activ-
ities of individuals at main and 
secondary border gates, and 
trails in border areas with 
Cambodia and Laos from April 
1 as part of measures to pre-
vent the spread of Covid-19.

The Lao government also 
ordered the temporary closure 
of 10 border gates with its neigh-
bouring countries, including 
Vietnam, from March 19 to April 
20, amid the rapid spread of the 

novel coronavirus.
Bat Mot station’s border 

guards have tackled 10 cases 
of illegal cross-border travel-
ling and handed over the peo-
ple involved to competent 
authorities for quarantine.

In Muong Lat and Quan Son 
border districts – which also 
border Laos’ Huaphan prov-
ince – human resources from 
district-level hospitals and 
healthcare centres have been 
assigned to work the entire day 
at border areas to assist border 
guard forces.

Other supplies have been pro-
vided to ensure good hygiene to 
fight the disease and keep offic-
ers and soldiers safe.

The forces have strictly con-
trolled cross-border activities 
along the Thanh Hoa-Huaphan 
borderline and other cross-
border trails. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK
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‘Health workers can go abroad’

N
URSES and other 
health care work-
ers in the Philip-
pines with existing 

contracts are now allowed to 
return to their jobs abroad af-
ter the Duterte administration 
recalled its deployment ban.

Foreign Secretary Teodoro 
Locsin Jr announced on Mon-
day night that the Inter-Agen-
cy Task Force on Emerging In-
fectious Diseases (IATF-EID) 
overseeing the government’s 
response to the Covid-19 cri-
sis had heeded his appeal to 
overturn the decision to stop 
medical workers from leaving 
at this time.

But those seeking to work 
abroad for the first time are 
still not allowed to depart.

“DONE. NURSES, other 
health workers with exist-
ing contracts of work abroad 
can leave,” Locsin tweeted on 
Monday night.

“Future applications frozen 
until further notice provided all 
our 450,000+ nurses – exceeding 
by 250,000 ideal WHO [World 
Health Organisation) ratio of 
people-to-nurses – must be giv-
en employment,” he added.

Chief presidential legal 
counsel Salvador Panelo 
said the IATF-EID reviewed 
on Monday its stand on the 
Philippine Overseas Employ-
ment Administration (POEA) 
deployment ban, which had 
prevented several doctors, 
nurses and other health work-
ers from leaving the country.

“During the IATF-EID 
meeting, [the task force] re-
considered the policy on the 
travel ban on health workers. 
Those with existing perfected 
employment contracts will be 
able to leave,” Panelo told the 
Philippine Daily Inquirer.

However, he said the IATF-
EID resolution detailing the 
amendment was “subject to 
the approval of the President”.

Panelo said he had recom-
mended to President Rodrigo 
Duterte in a memorandum 
“the lifting of the travel ban 
on health workers with per-
fected contracts”.

In an earlier resolution, the 
POEA governing board said the 
deployment of health work-
ers was suspended “until the 
national state of emergency is 
lifted and until Covid-19-relat-
ed travel restrictions are lifted 
at the destination country”.

The move, it said, aimed to 
“prioritise human resource 
allocation for the national 
health-care system at the 
time of the national state of 
emergency”.

Locsin ranted over the 
weekend on Twitter against 
fellow Cabinet members in 
the IATF-EID, protesting that 
the ban was unfair to nurses 
and other health-care work-
ers who endured minimal 
pay and long working hours 
in their own country.

“You are not slave[s] – gov-
ernments never helped nurs-
es to study, get their degrees, 
get started, stopped their 
abuse by public and private 
hospitals that made them pay 
to get experience,” he said in 
one of his tweets.

An opposition lawmaker 
defended the temporary 
ban, saying it was within the 
bounds of the Constitution.

But Albay Representative 
Edcel Lagman said the ban 
must come with correspond-
ing benefits for health work-
ers who volunteered their 
services in the country’s effort 
to contain or slow the spread 
of Covid-19.

Balanga Bishop Ruperto 
Santos said only new Filipino 
health-care workers should 
be covered by the ban.

“We need them here and 
there are jobs here,” said San-
tos, vice-chair of the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of the 
Philippines-Episcopal Com-
mission on Migrants and Itin-
erant People.

In a statement, Lagman 
cited Section 6 of the Bill of 
Rights in the 1987 Constitu-
tion, stating that “[n]either 
shall the right to travel be 
impaired except in the inter-
est of national security, pub-
lic safety or public health, as 
may be provided by law”.

Lagman added that the 
amended Migrant Workers and 
Overseas Filipinos Act of 1995 
permits the POEA governing 
board to terminate or impose 
a ban on the deployment of 
migrant workers “in pursuit of 

the national interest or when 
public welfare so requires”.

However, the ban “must be 
coupled with adequate com-
pensation and other benefits 
to medical professionals and 
workers who volunteer to be 
on the front lines against the 
viral menace”, he said.

It could not be considered 
“involuntary servitude”, he 
said, because medical profes-
sionals and workers “are not 
forced to render service in the 
country but they are encour-
aged to volunteer with ad-
equate compensation.

“Moreover, the ban will also 
promote the safety of Filipino 
medical practitioners and 
workers from being infected 
by the novel coronavirus, 
which has spread to many 
host countries,” Lagman said.  

Bishop Santos said health 
workers with existing con-
tracts should be allowed to 
leave, stressing that contracts 
should be honoured.

They “are now our contribu-
tion for care, healing and cure 
to the world affected by this 
Covid-19 pandemic”, he said. 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Soldiers help shield 
borders of Vietnam

The Philippine government has overturned its decision to stop medical workers from leaving the country. 
STR/AFP

Manpower ministry data shows that over 1.5 million workers in both the formal and 
informal sectors have either been furloughed or laid off as of April 9, as companies 
temporarily halt operations to comply with large-scale social restrictions (PSBB). AFP

Indonesian union: Not all firms unable to pay bonuses

we have to use bamboo 
troughs to get water from 
streams and contain it in 
plastic tarpaulin sheets
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W
HilE Covid-19 ravages 
the world, little is known 
about the disease’s 
spread in india’s rural 

hinterland and congested urban areas. 
More importantly, how is it being man-
aged? Will india follow a similar, or 
even worse trajectory as China, italy 
and iran? What would that mean in a 
country of 1.3 billion people, which is 
often depicted as bumbling and chaot-
ic, with poor health facilities and des-
perately short of medical manpower?

Two-thirds of india’s 1.3 billion popu-
lation is rural, spread over 728 districts 
in about 650,000 villages. as of Tues-
day, 10,814 cases had been reported, 
with  and a death toll jumping to 353. 
This, despite taking stout measures 
long before most people were even 
aware of how lethal this disease could 
be and the way it affects human 
beings, who can easily succumb once 
it spreads in the community.

Health crisis management 
india ordered an early embargo on 

international arrivals, including indi-
an citizens, and cancelled all domestic 
flights. The indian railways, which 
annually carries the equivalent of the 
entire world’s population, imposed 
draconian checks on movement. a 
nationwide lockout was imposed on 
March 25, banning people from leav-
ing their homes – except in pairs, only 
for essential provisions and medicine.

Under the indian Constitution, health 
is governed at the state level. But when 
it comes to epidemic control, the Health 
Ministry’s directives must be and 
indeed are observed by all states. With 
the enforcement of the National Disas-
ter Management act 2005, the adminis-
trative system has been reinforced. 
indeed, political wrangling has abated 
considerably, as all states have under-
stood what is at stake.

The district administration was 
inherited from the colonial govern-
ment run by British officers who once 
toured the districts on horseback. 
The horses have disappeared, but the 
framework remains in place through-
out the country. Except that now, it is 
digitally proficient, precise and swift 
(albeit mostly in times of crisis). Eve-
ry district is headed by a district mag-
istrate (DM) or collector who repre-
sents the civil administration, and 
who has the authority during disas-
ters to commandeer virtually anyone 
and anything within the district.

at times like this, the DM’s authority 
is unquestioned and total: they (the 

DMs) can requisition empty buildings, 
privately owned transport, hotel space, 
and even manpower, and can order a 
halt or diversion of all movement, 
order house visits and establish sys-
tems for documentation and reporting. 
These are executed by line depart-
ments and enforced by the police, who 
themselves report to the DM. No other 
country has a network where adminis-
trative tentacles can activate so rapidly, 
and that can penetrate every house, 
rural or urban, rich or poor.

Because of a single line of district 
authority which, crucially, does not 
depend on political actors during dis-
asters, what is otherwise viewed as a 
slow and unresponsive administration 
responds to crisis situations with 
incredible efficiency. That is how india 
managed to rehabilitate the districts 
affected by some of the worst floods, 
cyclones and earthquakes in the 
world, as well as eradicate polio, con-
tain HiV/aiDS, and even the plague. 
Not to speak of small-pox which 
remains its most shining moment.

Managing crisis in Bhilwara
To understand how Covid-19 gets 

managed on the ground, consider 
the district of Bhilwara in rajasthan 
(total population 2.7 million) – which 
has been in the news because of a 
Covid-19 infected private hospital 
doctor along with 12 of his hospital 
staff. a relatively sleepy, largely rural 
district in one of india’s poorer states, 
Bhilwara was only known for textiles 
and scroll paintings. The doctor and 
staff who had all tested positive have 
been in isolation. How has Bhilwara – 
headlined by the BBC as “india’s pos-
sible italy?” – responded? By March 
26, over two million people in the 
district – 88 per cent of the popula-

tion – had been surveyed through 
house-to-house visits.

The DM was certain of 100 per cent 
coverage by March 28. This was 
indeed achieved, and the entire 26 
lakh-plus population of the district 
has been combed through, followed 
by quarantining hundreds of families 
and putting them under daily surveil-
lance – both on phone and in person.

The first surveys showed influenza-
like symptoms in 2,572 persons in 
urban areas, but now it has been report-
ed that the number has plummeted to 
842 in the second urban survey. positive 
cases are beginning to test negative.

Records of national immigration 
What about other states? The indian 

states of Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and 
Odisha are ranked in the lowest 
cohort of states by the UNDp’s 
Human Development index 2018. in 
all three states, front-line health work-
ers visit quarantined cases day and 
night. Each suspected case, which 
meets the risk threshold, is transport-
ed by ambulance to the nearest health 
centre, where samples are drawn, and 
the suspect and his family are quaran-
tined until the test report is generated. 
Health secretaries of all three states 
corroborate that this continues daily.

The district administration itself 
runs electronically over mobile 
phones. in the health sector alone, 
four groups operate: at the interstate 
level, within districts, between contig-
uous districts, and between health 
secretaries of the states and the union 
health secretary – all on phone.

Things can go out of hand as hap-
pened suddenly in Delhi with the exo-
dus of thousands of migrants back to 
their villages. They travelled on foot or 
anything moving. The reasons why 

this happened would need more than 
what this article can include, but the 
good news is that they are being iden-
tified, quarantined and checked – 
even fed and given shelter – not in 
thousands but tens of thousands.

Human resources & technical prowess
india is actively combating Covid-19 

in a way unknown to other countries 
using enormous human resources 
and technical prowess.

a generous economic package cov-
ering cash transfers, food, pensions 
and cooking gas has been announced 
for all poor people who will pay noth-
ing out of pocket. a government spon-
sored insurance package has been 
announced for all health workers. in 
Delhi, measures to serve food to eve-
ryone who wants it are to begin across 
the wards by april 1.

The latest to throw a huge spanner 
in what appeared to be a manageable 
story is the news of a congregation of 
a very large number of people in Niza-
muddin, Delhi, which has resulted in 
several confirmed Covid-19 cases. The 
visitors had travelled to india from 
other countries and infected people 
who have since travelled to different 
states. This was a totally unwarranted 
assembly, given that an embargo on 
any gathering of more than 50 people 
was announced from March 13 in 
Delhi – long before the countrywide 
lockdown came into force.

Leaving no stone unturned
Once again, the public health machin-

ery has started combing operations 
which will now need to penetrate not 
just to find those who participated in the 
congregation but who have infected 
contacts and contacts of contacts.

The Covid-19 crisis will certainly 
worsen. But it should be everyone’s 
hope that even as our most trustwor-
thy research organisations, the most 
experienced clinicians and scientific 
institutions work in unison, the deep 
roots of the indian administrative and 
public health system will leave no 
stone unturned in detecting infec-
tions and tackling them as set out in 
the Health Ministry’s directions.

We must salute all the people who are 
making this happen, and join hands in 
gratitude that india possesses the lead-
ership, expertise and commitment that 
this situation demands. This is not the 
time to berate anyone – least of all the 
states and districts. the quint (india)
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How is India’s fight against Covid-19 
being managed on the ground?

Medical technician collect a sample from a woman. India is combating Covid-19 in a way 
unknown to other countries using enormous human resources and technical prowess. afp

The writer is former secretary of the  
Department of Indian Systems of Medicine & 
Homeopathy, Ministry of Health  and Family 
Welfare (1999-2002) and following that the 
Chief Secretary Delhi until 2004.  
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israeli TV show Fauda back with a new focus
T

HE hit TV show Fauda 
about an undercover 
israeli unit fighting 
arab militants focuses 

on the punishing toll paid by 
“innocents” as it returns this 
week for a third season, says its 
co-creator avi issacharoff. 

“We see how people who 
do not want to go to war, 
who want to live in peace, 
get caught up in the israeli-
palestinian conflict, in spite of 
themselves,” he said about the 
show, largely set in the Gaza 
Strip for the first time.

Fauda, which means “cha-
os” in arabic, has won acco-
lades and drawn controversy 
since it premiered in 2015 
as the first prominent israeli 

show to screen in both He-
brew and arabic. 

it has attracted a global fol-
lowing since it was picked up 
by Netflix in 2016, and the 
streaming service is set to re-
lease the third season in most 
of the world this week. 

With unprecedented num-
bers of people streaming tele-
vision at home during isola-
tion forced by the Covid-19 
pandemic, Fauda’s third sea-
son appears poised to draw a 
substantial audience. 

issacharoff, an israeli jour-
nalist who closely covered 
the conflict, said “the recipe 
remains the same overall, but 
this season is much more com-
plex than the previous ones”.

The earlier plotlines, based 
in the occupied West Bank, 
focused on the hunt for the 
head of the islamist group 
Hamas and a commander 
from the islamic State group.

issacharoff – whose co-creator 
and Fauda lead actor lior raz 
served in the military unit on 
which the show is based – said 
the third season seeks to “show 
the heavy price paid by innocent 
people because of the conflict”. 

The third seasons starts with 
israeli agent Doron Kavillio, 
the central character played 
by raz, going undercover in 
the West Bank city of Hebron. 

posing as a coach, Kavillio 
steers a young palestinian boxer 
with a bright future down a path 

with substantial consequences.
The third season is the first 

with much of the action tak-
ing place in Gaza, the pales-
tinian enclave under an is-
raeli-enforced blockade since 
2007, the year Hamas took 
power in the coastal strip.   

Scenes set in Gaza were 
filmed in the arab-israeli cit-
ies of Kfar Kassem and Jisr al-
Zarqa, in the centre and north 
of the Jewish state. 

‘An Israeli series’
Fauda has been praised by 

many as offering a nuanced 
depiction of the conflict, and 
the New York Times in De-
cember called it one of the 30 
best international television 

shows of the decade. 
it has in particular forced 

israeli viewers to confront 
brutal aspects of the occupa-
tion while offering intimate, 
human portrayals of palestin-
ian combatants. 

Critics see it as one-sided as 
israeli agents are undeniably 
depicted as the dare-devil 
protagonists.

a 2018 review in the Guard-
ian newspaper noted that 
the extent to which the show 
treats the conflict with even-
handedness is largely “in the 
eye of the beholder”. 

issacharoff stressed that 
Fauda is an “israeli series”. 

But, he said, “it is important 
for us not to caricature the 

enemy” and to show that they 
also “suffer, cry and love”.

He added that he hopes the 
show can serve as a bridge 
between israelis and pales-
tinians while highlighting the 
suffering on both sides. 

Certain characters are based 
on personalities known to the 
co-creators, notably Yahya Sin-
war, the Hamas leader in Gaza. 

But, said issacharoff, Fauda 
“remains fiction, even if we give 
it some elements of reality”.

reality is also often more com-
plex than many imagine, he add-
ed, pointing to the fact that israel 
and Hamas – who have fought 
three wars since 2008 – are coop-
erating to contain the Covid-19 
outbreak in Gaza. afp

A billboard with Arabic and Hebrew writing promotes the hit Israeli television series Fauda in Tel Aviv. It has attracted a global 
following since it was picked up by Netflix in 2016.  afp

Israeli journalist Avi Issacharoff covered the Israeli-Palestinian conflict before 
co-creating Fauda. afp

priest provides drive-by Easter
pOrTUGUESE priest Nuno Westwood 
took to the streets of a lisbon suburb 
in a convertible microcar on Sunday 
to bring the Easter message to parish-
ioners holed up in their homes to stem 
the spread of coronavirus.

“i felt the need to tell people that they 
are not alone and that they have not 
been abandoned, bringing them words 
of comfort and faith,” said the 48-year-
old, who is in charge of two parishes in 
Oeiras, west of the portuguese capital.

He carried out his Easter roadshow 
aboard a convertible Smart microcar, 

speaking into a microphone as liturgi-
cal music played in the background.

“The church may be closed but it 
remains alive,” Westwood, who has a 
British grandfather, said.

portugal’s 30 million residents have 
been cooped up at home since mid-
March and the restrictions were rein-
forced over the Easter period to deter 
traditional family reunions.

lisbon Cardinal Manuel Clemente 
on Thursday hailed the “pastoral 
creativity” shown by priests bringing 
Easter to the faithful.

Clemente himself presided over a 
service in an empty cathedral which 
was streamed live on the internet.

Westwood has also begun celebrat-
ing mass online from his church which 
can be followed via social media.

“During the week we get about 200 
people connected via Facebook. Before 
the epidemic there were between 50 
and 100 in the church,” he said.

Over 500 people have died in por-
tugal after contracting Covid-19 
among more than 6,000 recorded 
cases of the disease. afp

Spectactors attend a play in the courtyard of honour of the Palais des Papes in 
Avignon, southern France, during the 70th Avignon Theatre Festival. afp

France’s avignon theatre 
festival canned over virus
THE annual theatre festival in the 
French city of avignon, the world’s 
most famous celebration of drama, 
has been cancelled because of the 
coronavirus outbreak, organisers 
said on Monday.

“The conditions have not been met 
to allow the 74th edition to take place,” 
organisers said in a statement. The 
festival had been set for July 3-23.

The organisers said that they had 
taken note of an address to the nation 
by president Emmanuel Macron ear-

lier on Monday on the coronavirus 
pandemic.

He said a gradual easing of France’s 
lockdown could be allowed from May 
11 but the big festivals could not take 
place until mid-July at the earliest, 
while cinemas and theatres must 
remain closed for now.

The virus outbreak has ravaged 
France’s glittering spring and sum-
mer cultural calendar, with the 
Cannes film festival also not taking 
place as planned in May. afp

Nuno Westwood brings 
Easter messages to his 
parishioners aboard a 
Smart microcar. afp
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Hunger for ‘good news’ grows with pandemic
B

aTTErED by grim 
headlines, horrifying 
statistics and deep 
uncertainty over the 

coronavirus pandemic, many 
people worldwide are trying 
to lift their spirits by seeking 
out “good news”.

Sites specialising in upbeat 
news have seen a surge in 
growth in recent weeks. and 
Google searches for “good 
news” have jumped fivefold 
since the start of the year.

The Good News Network, 
created in the late 1990s, has 
seen traffic triple in the past 
month with more than 10 
million visitors, said founder 
and editor Geri Weis-Corbley.

“people are sending us links 
of positive, inspiring things 
happening in their neigh-
bourhoods, in their cities, 
in their states, so we have 
so much good news to pass 
along,” said Weis-Corbley, 
who also observed increased 
interest after the September 
11 attacks and the global fi-
nancial crisis of a decade ago.

“We think that people now 
are experiencing a yearning 
for good news that will con-
tinue.”

Other websites including 
The Guardian, Fox News, 
Huffpost, MSN and Yahoo 
have their own pages dedi-
cated to uplifting stories.

a CNN newsletter, The 
Good Stuff, created last year, 
has seen a 50 per cent jump 
in subscriptions over the past 
month, a network spokesper-

son said.
“Our editorial team saw 

growing interest in the stories 
that made our audience smile, 
with fascinating discoveries, 
everyday heroes, inspiring 
movements and great things 
happening all over the world,” 
the spokesperson said.

actor John Krasinski joined 
the effort with his own weekly 
YouTube video show, Some 
Good News, from March 29, 
which mimics a traditional 
news broadcast, but focusing 
on uplifting stories.

Krasinski’s videos offer a 
mix of tributes to pandemic 
“health heroes” and celebrity 
appearances including from 
his actress wife Emily Blunt, 
and got 15 million views for 
its first episode

Coping with crisis
Stuart Soroka, a professor at 

the University of Michigan’s 
institute for Social research, 
said humans are conditioned 
to pay closer attention to neg-
ative news because it could 
force them to change their 
behaviour.

But in a crisis, Soroka, said 
people also look for news which 
is “most outlying, at odds with 
our expectations”, which may 
account for the public turning 
to positive stories.

ashley Muddiman, a pro-
fessor at the Centre for Media 
Engagement at the Univer-
sity of Kansas, said the posi-
tive news is a way of helping 
people cope.

“There’s a good amount of re-
search that suggests that when 
people are too scared or things 
are too negative, that they might 
try to shut down instead of try-
ing to do things or go about 
their life,” Muddiman said.

“i do think that people want 
to see solutions and want to 
see people working towards 
solutions rather than bicker-
ing with each other. When 
news can cover that, i think 
that that is something to be 

attractive to audiences.”
Some people are showing 

signs of fatigue with the on-
slaught of depressing news 
about the health crisis.

“i think that a lot of us can fall 
victim to being drawn into con-

stant negative news,” said Clar-
ence Edwards, a resident of the 
US capital city Washington.

“i think the media pay at-
tention to what sells, and 
mainly that’s scary and bad 
news.” afp

Berlin’s balconies showcasing art
Berlin’s art galleries are closed, but 
the art scene is rising to the occa-
sion as around 50 artists join a com-
munity exhibition from their balco-
nies.

“While our freedom of mobility is 
on hold, [balconies] become unique 
sites of everyday performance,” or-
ganisers said as they launched the 
project in the trendy prenzlauer Berg 
district of east Berlin.

Balconies are “emergency exits 
to take a breath of fresh air, catch a 
moment of sunshine or a smoke”, 
said Ovul Durmusoglu and Joanna 
Warsza, whose project Balconies, 
Life, Art, Pandemic and Proximity 
gives artists a 48-hour showcase for 

their work.
The rules of isolation in the face of 

the coronavirus pandemic are less 
strict in Berlin than elsewhere in 
Germany, allowing people a chance 
to admire the works while out for a 
stroll.

One installation presents ribbons 
of toilet paper cascading down a 
building’s facade, a reference to 
Germans’ rush to stock up on the 
must-have commodity as soon as 
the coronavirus pandemic arrived 
in Europe.

One artist displayed black and 
white photographs of people on 
their balconies in athens and Cor-
doba, while another hung a ladder 

made from rope and sticks.
“With zero budget, no opening, 

and no crowds, the project proposes 
an intimate stroll [within current 
regulations] to search for signs of 
life, art and points of kinship and 
connection”, the organisers said.

“When some of us are cut off from 
our plans and our loved ones, we 
reach out to the balconies of the 
world, against isolation and individ-
ualisation, not leaving everything in 
the hands of the virus and the fear it 
generates,” they added.

The 48 hours end on Monday eve-
ning, when the artists will retract 
their works and return to their usual 
solitary endeavours. afp

Berlin’s artists are using their balconies to display their work. afp

KEEpErS at a major western india 
zoo are putting their big cats into 
solitary confinement after a tiger in 
the United States caught the novel 
coronavirus.

“We have decided to isolate them 
to avoid any kind of infection,” said 
superintendent Bharatsinh Vihol of 
the Kamala Nehru Zoological Gar-
den in Gujarat state.

“also, since we have run a planned 
breeding programme here, it has 
been decided to restrict mating be-
tween the pairs,” he told aFp.

Doctors are regularly inspecting 
the lions, tigers and leopards at the 
facility, looking for breathing issues, 
runny noses and coughing.

Zookeepers tending to the ani-
mals wear masks and gloves and are 
screened for fever.

“We have been sanitising the out-
er walls of the zoo on a daily basis, 
while individual enclosures are be-
ing sanitised every alternate day,” 
Vihol added.

The zoo usually attracts two mil-
lion visitors a year but is closed un-
der india’s nationwide lockdown, 
which allows residents to leave their 
homes only for essential services.

a tiger at New York’s Bronx Zoo test-
ed positive for Covid-19 a week ago.

it is believed it contracted the vi-
rus from a caretaker who was as-
ymptomatic at the time. afp

india’s zoos practice social 
distancing among tigers

India’s zoos are putting tigers in solitary confinement over virus fears . afp

Actor John Krasinski has joined the ‘good news’ campaign with a weekly YouTube show, Some Good News. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Sty sounds
  6 They no longer have class
 11 However, for short
 14 Infant illness
 15 “Ditto!”
 16 “The Raven” author’s monogram
 17 Ceasing
 19 Bug on an itty-bitty farm
 20 In the past
 21 Hush-hush org.
 22 Animated tavern owner
 23 To give in marriage
 27 Settler in a drugstore
 29 “What ___ you getting at?”
 30 Die’s partner?
 32 Fancy-schmancy do
 33 Newly elected officials
 34 Poison ___ (irritating shrub)
 36 Juniors’ juniors, for short
 39 Beer choice
 41 Half of a dovetail joint
 43 And the list goes on, briefly
 44 Flower part
 46 Rattling threat
 48 Chicken-king stuffing?
 49 Assert positively

 51 Corn growing state
 52 Sort or type
 53 Whole amount
 56 Marriage requirement
 58 “___ if I can help it!”
 59 5th or Madison, e.g.
 60 Elate Old Nick
 61 “X-Files” villain Eve ___
 62 Solid with four triangular faces
 68 Links average
 69 Built-out window
 70 Napped leather
 71 Caesar’s X
 72 “Death Trap” star Christopher
 73 Plain place to live?
DOWN
  1 Six mos. from Apr.
  2 Angry feeling
  3 Neither counterpart
  4 Harold’s film partner
  5 Kegs’ pegs
  6 Org. for doctors
  7 “___ bygones be bygones”
  8 Ally of Carthage
  9 Making low sounds?
 10 Some musical compositions
 11 Leader in sports or industry

 12 Asian capital
 13 Made up one’s mind
 18 In
 23 Cowardly flees the scene
 24 Bert’s Muppet pal
 25 Early TV transmission
 26 Development developments
 28 Balm base, often
 31 Luau locale
 35 Computer language
 37 Large gathering places
 38 Quench one’s thirst
 40 Gutter support
 42 Fairly fresh
 45 One who bequeaths
 47 Most risque
 50 Midnight rider
 53 Not up to the task
 54 Exploding stars
 55 Catch up with again, as in sports
 57 Provide with a quality
 63 Clerical abbreviation
 64 Barley wine, for one
 65 Agent, in brief
 66 “___ on Melancholy” (Keats)
 67 Bridal bio word

“FIVE-TEN SPLIT” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution
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Nascar driver 
suspended after 
using racial slur 
in virtual race
U

S NaScar driver Kyle lar-
son has been indefinitely 
suspended from the stock 
car series after using a ra-

cial slur during a live-streamed vir-
tual race on Sunday.

“Nascar has made diversity and 
inclusion a priority and will not tol-
erate the type of language used by 
Kyle larson during Sunday’s iracing 
event,” Nascar said in a statement on 
Monday. 

“Our Member conduct Guidelines 
are clear in this regard, and we will 
enforce these guidelines to maintain 
an inclusive environment for our en-
tire industry and fan base.”

Nascar’s action followed larson’s 
suspension without pay by his chip 
Ganassi racing team, and sponsors 
credit One Bank and McDonald’s 
were quick to distance themselves 
from the driver.

“credit One Bank denounces the 
highly offensive language used by 
Kyle larson during Sunday’s iracing 
event,” the financial institution said 
in a statement posted on its Twitter 
account.

“in addition to the quick actions 

taken by Nascar and chip Ganassi 
racing, credit One Bank is terminat-
ing its sponsorship of Kyle larson.”

McDonald’s USa said in a state-
ment: “The comments made by Kyle 
larson are insensitive, offensive and 
not reflective of our inclusive values 
and will not be tolerated. McDonald’s 
is taking immediate action to termi-
nate the relationship with larson.”

larson himself has benefitted from 
Nascar’s attempts to increase diver-
sity in its ranks. 

His mother is Japanese-american 
and he rose from short-track racing 
into Nascar’s upper echelon through 
its “Drive for Diversity” programme.

The 27-year-old posted a video on 
social media platforms on Monday 
morning apologising.

“i just want to say i’m sorry,” he 
said. “last night i made a mistake 
and said the word that should never, 
ever be said. There’s no excuse for 
that.”

larson offered apologies to his 
family, his co-workers and the afri-
can-american community.

“i understand the damage is prob-
ably irreparable,” he said. “i own up 

to it.”
The chip Ganassi racing team 

said in a statement it was “extremely 
disappointed” with larson’s choice 
of an “offensive and unacceptable” 
slur.

larson was taking part in the Mon-
za Madness iracing exhibition race 

late on Sunday.
The virtual races are a chance for 

fans to connect with drivers as sports 
are shut down amid the coronavirus 
pandemic.

a video from another competitor’s 
Twitch stream picked up the slur on 
the audio channel that allows com-

petitors to hear each other.
in the video, larson, appearing 

to think he is not connected to the 
stream, said: “You can’t hear me? Hey 
[N-word].”

Xfinity driver anthony alfredo then 
said: “Kyle, you’re talking to every-
one, bud.” afp

NFl, players’ union agree on plan for virtual training

Fledging XFl files for bankruptcy 
after cancelling inaugural season

THe NFl and its players’ union 
have agreed on a strategy for 
conducting off-season training 
amid the coronavirus pandem-
ic.

Under the agreement, clubs 
can begin online workouts with 
their players on april 20, with 
no on-field work allowed until 
all 32 club facilities can reo-
pen.

The virtual period will consist 
of three consecutive weeks of 
classroom instruction, work-
outs and non-football educa-
tional programmes using video 
conferencing technology.

New head coaches can add 
extra voluntary sessions. 

Teams will be allowed to send 
players workout equipment 
and monitoring devices with a 
maximum cost of $1,500 per 

player.
“Both our executive commit-

tee and Board of player reps 
have voted unanimously to 
approve a virtual offseason 
programme up until the start 
of training camp,” the NFlpa 
said in a statement.

“We will be sending out all 
the details and setting up calls 
with players and agents for how 
this will work shortly.”

Teams must pay players a 
daily rate as mandated by the 
collective bargaining agree-
ment for completing online 
activities.

Shelter-at-home orders 
aimed at slowing the spread of 
the coronavirus have forced 
the closure of all NFl team 
facilities.

The 2020 draft is still sched-

uled to be conducted april 
23-25, but it is to be a virtual 
affair with NFl commissioner 
roger Goodell introducing the 
selections from his home.

ceremonies and public 
events originally scheduled to 
take place in las Vegas have 
been cancelled.

Draft television hosts and a 
limited number of commenta-
tors will be in-studio at eSpN’s 
headquarters in Bristol con-
necticut. a majority of the ana-
lysts, reporters and other 
experts will contribute remote-
ly from home studios.

The league will also use the 
broadcast to raise funds to sup-
port covid-19 relief efforts.

The 2020 NFl season is 
scheduled to start on Septem-
ber 10. afp

THe XFl filed for chapter 11 
bankruptcy on Monday, days 
after suspending operations in 
a season already shut down 
amid the coronavirus pandem-
ic.

The eight-team league had 
kicked off this year in a reboot 
of a competition that lasted for 
one season in 2001.

already facing an uphill bat-
tle in a country where the 
National Football league reigns 
supreme, the XFl had sus-
pended play five games into its 
10-game season, pledging to 

come back for a second cam-
paign.

But on Friday, the league 
launched by world wrestling 
tycoon Vince McMahon sus-
pended operations and laid off 
all employees.

“Unfortunately, as a new 
enterprise, we were not insu-
lated from the harsh economic 
impacts and uncertainties 
caused by the cOViD-19 cri-
sis,” the XFl said in a state-
ment.

a 15-page filing in US bank-
ruptcy court in Delaware esti-

mated the league’s liabilities to 
be between $10 million and $50 
million against the same range 
in assets.

a list of the 25 largest unse-
cured creditors was attached 
that included seven of the 
league’s eight head coaches.

Bob Stoops of the Dallas ren-
egades is owed $1 million and 
Marc Trestman of the Tampa 
Bay Vipers $777,777.

Four creditors were listed as 
“venue costs” and a television 
broadcasting services compa-
ny is owed $1.2 million. afp The XFL’s attempt to return to the field ended in bankruptcy. GETTY IMaGES/afp

NFL commissioner Roger Goodell agreed with unions that teams can start pre-season workouts online. 
GETTY IMaGES/afp 

Driver Kyle Larson was quickly dropped by sponsors, including McDonald’s. GETTY IMaGES/afp
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Tour de France cancellation 
could crush cycling industry
T

he Tour de France is not only a 
French monument, but also the 
economic heartbeat of profes-
sional cycling itself and analysts 

fear heavy consequences if the coronavirus 
crisis forces its cancellation.

an announcement is expected this week 
on either a postponement or an outright 
cancellation of the 21-day extravaganza 
that is currently scheduled to start in Nice 
on June 27.

The ‘Grande Boucle’, as the Tour is known 
in France, is the central economic pillar 
which supports the 22 professional teams 
on the roster for 2020.

“Cancellation opens the door to a pos-
sible economic meltdown in the cycling 
sector,” says Jean-Francois Mignot of the 
French National Centre for Scientific re-
search, who has written the book A History 
of the Tour de France.

Maintaining the original dates looks al-
most impossible following French presi-
dent emmanuel Macron’s announcement 
on Monday that public events with large 
crowds were banned until at least mid-July. 

France has been under lockdown since 
March 17, and nearly 15,000 people have 
died from coronavirus in the country.

Usually, up to 12 million fans line the 
roads as the Tour makes its way through 
the French countryside and towns and cit-
ies for three weeks every summer.

“it’s as simple as this. if the Tour does not 

take place, teams could disappear, riders 
and staff alike would find themselves un-
employed,” said Marc Madiot, the chief of 
top French outfit Groupama-FDJ.

his team budget is estimated at €20 mil-
lion ($21.8 million) per year and is bank-
rolled by the state lottery and an insurance 
company.

Tour rolls on advertising revenue
Tour de France organisers amaury Sport 

Organisation (aSO) paid €2.3 million in to-
tal prize money on the 2019 edition, won by 
ineos’ Colombian rider egan Bernal who 
picked up a cheque for €500,000.

The Tour rakes in revenue but the giant 
cost of staging the event, featuring logistics 
that are as spectacular as any mountain-
side showdown on two wheels, eat into the 
margins of all road races.

Sponsors are paying hard cash for the daily 
hours-long television coverage and even the 
smallest teams can get involved in a break-
away and hence command screen time. 

There are ceremonies every day on the 
Tour de France for all kinds of prizes – 
sprinting, climbing, attacking, young rid-
ers – where sponsors’ names are promi-
nent.

“Most sponsors are in cycling for this rea-
son alone, the whole thing is centred around 
the Tour de France,” Mignot claimed.

“if these sponsors invest money it is be-
cause television viewers recognise the team 

jerseys, it is the only cycling race watched 
by such a vast audience.”

“There are very few other sports with so 
much riding on one event,” explains Bruno 
Bianzina, the general manager of the agen-
cy Sport Market. 

Mignot estimated that aSO’s Tour rev-
enue has climbed from €5 million in the 
mid-80s to €50 million today.

another group, Sporsora, put the turn-
over for the 2019 Tour de France at €130 
million.

Some 40-50 per cent comes from spon-
sors, television rights make up around half, 
and host regions of the race also contribute 
around five per cent.

This would make up more than half the 
turnover aSO declared in 2018, which ac-
cording to infogreffe.fr was €233.5 million.

aSO did not reply to questions from aFp.

‘Props up cycling’
“The Tour de France props up the whole of 

cycling, but the Tour needs the rest of the cy-
cling calendar too,” says Madiot, a two-time 
winner of the paris-roubaix one-day race.

even the smallest sponsor pays €250,000 
to aSO while it is estimated that the yellow 
jersey sponsor, the lCl bank, pay €10 mil-
lion.

“But it goes much deeper than that be-
cause the Tour de France is also a huge ad-
vert for France and French tourism,” Bian-
zina says. AFP

Basketball star 
Jeremy lin set 
to offer $1M for 
Covid-19 efforts

‘Social distancing’ Olympic photo 
shows track star Bolt is steps ahead 

FOrMer NBa guard Jeremy 
lin, the first asian-american to 
win an NBa title, pledged up to 
$1 million to coronavirus relief 
efforts on Monday.

The 31-year-old, whose 2012 
heroics for the New York Knicks 
were dubbed ‘linsanity’, will 
donate $500,000 and said he 
would also match all donations 
up to an additional $500,000. 

lin, who now plays for Beijing 
Ducks in the Chinese Basketball 
association (CBa) after winning 
the 2019 NBa championship 
with the Toronto raptors, last 
month tore into US president 
Donald Trump for “empower-
ing” racism by calling coronavi-
rus a Chinese disease.

Coronavirus emerged in cen-
tral China in December before 
spreading across the world as 
a pandemic, with the United 
States increasingly hard hit.

lin on Monday returned to 
the same theme on The Players’ 
Tribune website in a first-per-
son piece titled The Darkness 
Has Not Overcome It.

“One simple way to be the 

light is to support organisa-
tions doing crucial work during 
the crisis,” lin wrote in making 
his pledge. 

“You know, my whole life, i’ve 
been treated a certain way 
because i’m asian,” lin added, 
mentioning some of the racial 
stereotypes he has been sub-
jected to.

“i’ve even been asked if i can 
see. i’ve been told to go back to 
where i came from. 

“During the height of ‘lin-
sanity’ i was still the butt of 
many asian jokes.” 

lin, in Beijing awaiting the 
restart of the CBa season after 
the health emergency eased in 
China, urged people all over 
the world, irrespective of race 
or country, to pull together.

“No one knows how devastat-
ing the impact of this crisis will 
be, but the projections aren’t 
good,” lin wrote.

“We’re going to be recovering 
from this for a long time.

“But in the process, there will 
be so, so many opportunities 
to choose light.” AFP

reTireD track star Usain Bolt showed he’s still 
a few steps ahead when he posted an aFp picture 
of him outstripping his rivals at the Beijing 
Olympics with the cheeky caption: “social dis-
tancing”.

Bolt’s post, featuring a picture by aFp photog-
rapher Nicolas asfouri of the 2008 Olympics 
100m final, blew up on social media, drawing 
more than half a million likes and 90,000 
retweets.

it showed the Jamaican crossing the finish line 
at the Bird’s Nest stadium in a then-world record 
time of 9.69sec, glancing round from lane four 
as his despairing competitors trail two paces 
behind.

“Savage”, commented one Twitter user, while 
New York Times journalist Christopher Clarey 

posted another picture of Bolt out in front on 
his own, captioned “self isolation”.

Bolt’s chest-thumping celebration in Beijing 
added to a legend that grew further when he 
won the 200m in another world-record time. he 
retired in 2017 with eight Olympic gold medals 
and the current 100m mark of 9.58sec, set in 
2009.

Bolt, 33, has been encouraging Jamaicans to 
self-isolate during the coronavirus pandemic, 
posting videos of himself exercising at home and 
juggling footballs with a friend. he also helped 
promote a major fundraiser, Telethon Jamaica.

after retiring from athletics, Bolt, a Manchester 
United fan, attempted to launch a career in foot-
ball, and had a trial with australia’s Central Coast 
Mariners before contract talks failed. AFP

The Tour de France is the central economic pillar of global cycling. AFP

Usain Bolt’s 2008 photo with the caption ‘social distancing’ is blowing up social media. AFP

Former NBA basketball star Jeremy Lin has pledged $1 million for 
coronavirus relief efforts. AFP
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