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Khorn Savi

THE International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
in Phnom Penh on Friday 
donated 20 tonnes of essen-
tial items to the General 
Department of Prisons 
(GDP) to help prevent the 
spread of Covid-19 in deten-
tion facilities. 

The items included, 
among others, 50kg of cal-
cium hypochlorite powder, 

protective clothing, boots, 
gloves, goggles, water spray 
buckets, sanitisers and 
medical face masks.

GDP director-general Chan 
Kimseng said the items were 
needed to fight the coronavi-
rus and prevent its spread.

He said the 50kg of calci-
um hypochlorite powder 
will be sufficient to main-
tain hygiene at prisons 
throughout the country for 
three months.

“The aid is important and 
comes at the right time. The 
ICRC is continuing to coor-
dinate and deliver other 
materials that we need. 
Training on how to use the 
equipment and materials 
will be provided to [prison 
guards/directors],” he said.

Kimseng said to maintain 
personal hygiene, the pris-
ons need approximately 
eight tonnes of soap, and 
the ICRC plans to provide 

nearly 70 tonnes of this.
ICRC’s head of mission in 

Cambodia Roman Para-
monov said inmates in 
Cambodian prisons face the 
issues of overcrowding, 
poor hygiene and a lack of 
ventilation.  

“Our priority at the 
moment is to support the 
GDP in all its efforts to pro-
tect more than 38,000 

Ry Sochan

D
ENMARK’S University of 
Copenhagen has drawn 
Prey Lang stakeholders’ 
attention to recently 

published data which shows 
increased illegal logging within the 
Prey Lang Wildlife Sanctuary.

In an open letter dated April 11 
and penned by the university, il-
legal logging activities were high-
lighted on a map provided by 
Prey Lang Community Network 
(PLCN), the EU Joint Research 
Centre, and Global Forest Watch.

“The data of PLCN corresponds 
with satellite imagery obtained with 
the Forest Canopy Disturbance 
Monitoring (FCDM) tool, devel-
oped by the Joint Research Centre 
of the European Commission.

“The FCDM tool supports the 
detection of forest canopy distur-
bance from satellite remote sens-
ing and can provide indications 
on forest degradation processes,” 
the letter said.

The deforestation is also docu-
mented by the Global Land Anal-
ysis and Discovery (Glad)-Uni-

versity of Maryland, supported by 
the Global Forest Watch.

The letter notes that there have 
been approximately 1,000 Glad 
alerts – notices for when defor-
estation is detected – per week in 
Prey Lang this year.

The data shows an increase in 
forest loss in the southern and 
northern part of Prey Lang, which 
is in line with the data collected 
through PLCN and the FCDM tool.

The letter said a PLCN tree 
blessing ceremony planned for 
February 22-23 was cancelled by 
the authorities. 

“We are concerned that the 
PLCN tree blessing ceremony was 
banned due to government-sanc-
tioned illegal logging of protected 
resin trees in the area,” it said.

PLCN is still banned from en-
tering the forest, the letter said, 
making it impossible for them to 
patrol the area and collect data 
on forest crimes, biodiversity and 
climate change.

“PLCN members can only 
watch as illegal loggers freely

Logging is  
rampant at 
Prey Lang, 
report says
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Drunk man slashes wife to death in Battambang 

Prisons get essential items 
to prevent virus outbreak

Kim Sarom
 

A 41-YEAR-OLD man was sent to the 
Battambang Provincial Court on Sun-
day for allegedly murdering his 28 
year-old wife, Vy Chork, with a cleav-
er last Tuesday in Ratanak Mondol 
district’s Phlov Meas commune.

“The suspect commited the crime 
and confessed to it. The report sent 

to the prosecutor is related to mur-
der,” Battambang provincial deputy 
police chief Chet Vanny said. 

On Sunday, Ratanak Mondol dis-
trict police chief Sorn Nil told The 
Post that the couple, who have a 10 
year-old son, were drunkards.

Nil said they sometimes worked 
as farmers or labourers at planta-
tions, but didn’t have steady jobs. He 

added that their drinking habits 
contributed to domestic violence.

A witness said on the day of the 
incident, the accused left home to 
drink alcohol with other villagers. 

When he came back home drunk, 
he verbally abused Chork. 

Chork verbally retaliated to his 
attacks, which caused the situation 
to escalate until the accused 

grabbed a cleaver that was close to 
him and slashed her multiple 
times. She died at the scene, the 
witness said.

The suspect fled after the attack 
and residents reported the crime to 
the commune police office.

Authorities arrived at the scene and 
reported that Chork suffered wounds 
to the head, body, and neck.

After identifying the assailant, 
commune authorities and district 
police traced him to neighbouring 
Samlot district, where he was 
detained by local authorities later 
that day.

“That person did not commit the 
offence in my district, but escaped 
here,” Samlot district police chief Lon 
Samnang told The Post on Sunday.

a worker sprays disinfectant at the general department of prisons as ICrC hands out essential items to stave off the virus. ICRC

UN suspends deployment 
of blue helmets due to virus
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Long Kimmarita 

THE Phnom Penh municipal admin-
istration has issued a press release in 
relation to recent events at the Boe-
ung Samrong Lake Development 
Project in Prek Pnov district, rejecting 
accusations that the local authorities 
beat and detained protesters.

It was responding to allegations from 
Khmer Rise party president and 
Supreme Council for Consultation 
member Sok Sovann Vathana Sabung 
who claimed violence ensued at the fish 
farm, leading to injuries and arrests.

It said the municipality is con-
structing dams around the lake to 
build a public park and walking path. 
Alleging discrimination against the 
poor, local fishermen have attempted 
to block efforts to clear the lake for 
development.

The municipal hall rejected the 
allegation.  

“The Phnom Penh municipal 
administration has already compen-
sated fish farmers – around 322 fam-
ilies. We have spent at least 960 mil-
lion riel [$236,000] in compensations,” 
the press release said.

It said local authorities had detained 
10 protesters but did not use violence.

Vathana Sabung said he will con-
tinue his mission to find out what 
violations the 10 people are charged 
with. 

He said he is collecting information 
on the case and will submit his find-
ings to Prime Minister Hun Sen.

Samrong commune chief Yin Im 
said there was proper notification 
about the fill-in. He claimed the pro-
testers did not respect the notifica-
tion and obstructed the local author-
ity, resulting in a confrontation.

“This is just a trick by the people. 
We tried our best to protect every-
one and tried not to use any force. 
They tried to fake fainting spells. No 
one used any force. We just tried to 
prevent them from blocking our 
work,” he said.

The project is about 70 per cent 
complete and Im said only a few fam-
ilies have continued protesting.
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Long Kimmarita 

THE Cambodian Embassy in Bang-
kok said Thailand would allow Cam-
bodians stranded in the country due 
to travel restrictions to remain there 
without being fined until the Covid-
19 situation calms down.

In an announcement dated April 
9, the embassy said Cambodian 
citizens could stay where they were 
without having to travel to the Thai 
immigration office for permits.  

“For those using the 14-day tour-
ist visa and other visas that have 
expired since March 25, they can 
automatically continue their stay 
until April 30 without being fined,” 

the announcement said.
“Those using the border pass to 

enter Thailand are allowed to stay 
until borders reopen when they are 
required to leave within seven days 
at the most,” it said.

Cambodians using long-stay visas, 
the embassy said, need to request 
for an extension at the Thai immi-
gration office.

Dy Thehoya, a programme offi-
cer at labour rights group Central, 
said while he welcomed the move 
and wanted the government to con-
sider offering them daily diet sup-
port amid the lockdown due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

“The main issue they are facing is 

unemployment. They have no in-
come and can’t survive [for too long]. 
Only facilitating their stay is not 
enough, it’s only temporary. They 
need food and daily living support.

“Given the challenges, we should 
find ways to cooperate with the Thai 
authorities in case the Covid-19 pan-
demic continues to prolong,” he said.

Chea Bora, a migrant worker 
stranded in Thailand, told The Post 
on Sunday that she opted to remain 
there to protect herself and her fam-
ily from the coronavirus.

“This year is difficult. If I return home, 
I would be put on 14 days’ leave anyway, 
so I won’t go. I don’t know how many 
people are getting stuck. I am working 

as usual in Thailand but its economy 
is slowing down, so some Cambodians 
are in difficulties,” she said.

Bora said because Thailand has de-
clared a state of emergency and im-
posed a curfew from 10pm until 4am, 
some Cambodians who work the 
night shift have lost their jobs. “Only 
Cambodians working in the food in-
dustry keep their jobs,” she said.

Pich Vanna, the head of the Cam-
bodian-Thai border liaison office, 
told The Post that as of April 6, more 
than 60,000 Cambodians have re-
turned to the Kingdom through the 
Thai border. He said more Cambo-
dians continue to return but are get-
ting stuck at the border.

Cambodians can prolong stay in Thailand

Senate set to review emergency law
Niem Chheng

T
HE Senate’s Standing 
Committee is set to 
convene a meeting 
on Monday to review 

the state of emergency draft 
law after it was unanimously 
passed by the National As-
sembly (NA) on Thursday.

Senate spokesman Mam 
Bun Neang said the commit-
tee will put the law up for de-
liberation and approval during 
a plenary session on Friday.

“After a review by the Stand-
ing Committee and special-
ised commission, we will have 
a second Standing Commit-
tee meeting before holding a 
plenary session to approve it 
on April 17,” he said.

The bill now consists of 
five chapters and 12 articles 
after the NA’s approval.

In a Facebook post on 
Friday, NA president Heng 
Samrin said the law was 
drafted under Article 22 of 
the Constitution.

“The decision to put the 
country in a state of emer-
gency is made when the na-
tion faces dangers, war or 
invasion of foreign forces, 
a public health emergency 
due to disease outbreak, 

chaos that undermines na-
tional security and social or-
der, and disasters that may 
wreak havoc throughout the 
country,” he said.

In any of these cases, he 
said a state of emergency 
shall be declared by the King 
on the agreement and ad-
vice of the prime minister 
and presidents of the Senate 
and National Assembly. 

A copy of the draft law seen 
by The Post on Sunday said 
a state of emergency may 
not exceed three months, 
though it can be prolonged 
under the same conditions 
as when it is declared.

Article 5 stipulates that 
certain measures would be 
taken in a state of emergen-
cy including restrictions on 
the people’s rights, freedom 

of movement, gatherings, 
jobs and occupations.

It allows the state to im-
pose a lockdown, quaran-
tine, conscription and evac-
uation. The state can also 
manage, seize and handle 
properties when necessary 
to respond to an emergency.

The article stipulates that 
the state can set prices on 
necessities and services, 

shut down public or private 
venues, conduct surveil-
lance and monitoring by all 
means to receive informa-
tion through telecommuni-
cation systems, prohibit dis-
semination or publication of 
information that may cause 
fear or social chaos.

The draft law imposes 
penalties on both the pub-
lic and authorities in case of 
violations. 

It stipulates a maximum 
10-year imprisonment and 
a fine of up to 10 million riel 
($2,500) for anyone caught 
breaking it or hindering its 
enforcement.

Article 10 states: “Officials 
found abusing their power 
by violating this law arbi-
trarily, causing bodily harm 
or damage to the property of 
another person shall be held 
accountable in accordance 
with the laws of the land.”

Former opposition lawmak-
er Ou Chanrath welcomed the 
law, but called on the govern-
ment not to use it as a pretext 
to abuse human rights.

“The law enables the gov-
ernment to contain the pan-
demic, but I hope it will not 
use it to suppress the peo-
ple’s freedom,” he said.

National Assembly (NA) president Heng Samrin said a state of emergency shall be declared by the King 
on the agreement and advise of the prime minister and presidents of the Senate and NA. NA

City denies 
violent acts 
against lake 
protesters
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enter prey lang and convoys 
of trucks transport timber out 
of the forest,” it said. 

plCN was formed in 2001 as 
a group of community mem-
bers dedicated to preventing 
illegal logging and industrial 
agriculture in prey lang forest.

“They have bravely defend-
ed prey lang while many of 
Cambodia’s forests have been 
plundered as officials either 
profited from or ignored ram-
pant deforestation,” the uni-
versity’s letter said. 

Despite the designation as 
a protected area in 2016, prey 
lang remains under serious 
threat due to rampant illegal 
logging, it said.

The university noted that 
Cambodia has been ranked 
as one of the most vulnerable 
countries in climate change 
and called on prey lang stake-
holders to take “urgent and 
meaningful action to stop the 
illegal logging and investigate 
the ongoing forest crimes.”

it also requested the govern-
ment to “guarantee a safe and 
enabling environment for en-
vironmental human rights de-
fenders to conduct their work 
without fear of reprisals”.

Ministry of Environment 
spokesman Neth pheaktra 
told The Post on Sunday that 
the government is dedicated 
to protecting and conserv-
ing natural resources, in-

cluding the prey lang Wild-
life Sanctuary.

Ministry rangers are sta-
tioned in protected areas and 
continue to enforce the law 
on protected areas in collab-
oration with the protected ar-
eas’ communities recognised 
by the ministry.

He said they patrol regular-
ly and crack down on illegal 
natural resource crime, log-
ging, hunting, animal snaring 
and land grabbing.

last year, 1,200 rangers sta-
tioned in the protected areas 
cracked down on 4,746 cases 
of natural resource crime. Out 
of those cases, 487 were sent 
to court. During the crack-
downs, 2,531 chain saws were 
seized, pheaktra said.

“The Ministry of Environ-
ment emphasises that no per-
petrator can escape the law. 
We recognise that there are 
small-scale natural resource 
offences in protected areas, 
but no large-scale crimes.

“Most of the offences are 
committed by people living 
around protected areas. They 
are traditionally loggers and 
hunters and use the forest to 
survive. rangers have put a 
stop to many of these offences.

“The ministry has been im-
plementing a plan to lessen 
their dependence on natural 
resources by creating new oc-
cupations and increasing their 
incomes by promoting natural 
tourism,” pheaktra said.

‘Urgent action needed 
to stop forest crimes’

Officials aid poor in virus fight
Long Kimmarita

W
iTH the Covid-
19 pandemic 
disrupting lives 
throughout the 

world, Cambodia’s civil ser-
vants at the national and 
sub-national levels have ini-
tiated a donation scheme to 
assist poor families and help 
the government in the fight 
against the novel coronavirus.

The donations include 12 
tonnes of milled rice, 600 box-
es of fish sauce, 300 boxes of 
noodles,  500kg of salt, 1,000 
packs of seasoning, 20 boxes 
of canned fish, 1,500 bottles of 
sanitisers and 4,000 face masks.

They were donated to resi-
dents in prey poun commune, 
in prey Veng province’s Kam-
pong Trabek district on Friday.

Has Sareth who heads a gov-
ernment working group in the 
district and distributed the 
aid, told The Post on Sunday 
that they volunteered to ease 
the government’s burden.

“We have a working group 
that consists of a head, dep-
uty head and members.  its 
members are divided to take 
responsibility for communes 
[in the district]. Each member 
and donor is willing to give 
out money and materials. We 
are helping families that run 
into hardship,” he said.

Sareth said as part of its cam-
paign to help people affected 
by Covid-19 throughout the 
Kingdom, the government has 
established other foundations 
and working groups at both 
national and sub-national lev-
els to aid the fight.

Kampong Trabek district 
governor Yav Sanin said the 
contributions are in line with 
the recommendations by the 
top leaders who have pro-
moted crowdfunding among 
the groups.

He said top leaders had en-
couraged officials at all lev-
els to lend a hand to people 
in need, however small their 
contributions are.

“poor people lack daily ne-
cessities and have run into ex-
treme difficulties. So the work-
ing group came up with the 
idea and started handing out 
donations following the gov-
ernment’s appeal,” he said.

at russey Chroy commune 
in Kandal province’s Mok 
Kampoul district, national 
and sub-national level work-
ing groups have made their 
contributions through crowd-
funding since mid-March.  

The money raised has been 
used to buy milled rice, canned 
fish and other necessities for 
more than 1,000 families.

russey Chroy commune 
chief Um Chhong Sreng said 

their work is facilitated by 
village and commune heads 
with the guidance of leaders 
at the national level. The aim, 
he said, is to help take some 
of the burdens off the govern-
ment amid this pandemic.

“The money and materials 
we have generated came from 
officials at all levels and gen-
erous people on a voluntary 
basis. Then we distributed 
them to those in need. 

“We also have a reserve fund 
of more than 20 million riel 
($5,000) to help them. We’re 
not sure if this is sufficient, but 
we are saving it for a rainy day. 
it will come in handy,” he said.    

Kandal provincial governor 
Kong Sophorn told The Post 
that the aid has been donated to 
people in need across the coun-
try. He said people still receive 
the aid even if they have no so-
cial security cards for the poor.

“We help the poor with-
out discrimination. We don’t 
want them to feel that civil 
servants and well-off donors 
leave them behind. We help 
them out of love regardless of 
race or religion,” he said.

Sophorn called on donors 
and leaders to continue their 
humanitarian gesture and 
join the government in help-
ing people in need. He said 
the pandemic has cost some 
people their jobs.

Civil cervnts donated boxes of food, bottles of sanitiser and thousands 
of face masks to help poor families battle the coronavirus. heng chivoan

Keeping a lid on illegal logging in Prey Lang has proven difficult for all 
parties involved. ccf

arrest over tainted pig intestines
Soth Koemsoeun

THE owner of two shipping 
containers filled with pig intes-
tines, duck heads and chicken 
wings was arrested on Wednes-
day after it was found that the 
animal products were tainted 
with illegal chemicals.

The items weighing five 
tonnes and the containers 
were found in a warehouse 
located in Kien Svay district’s 
Samrong Thom commune.

provincial police chief 
Chhoeun Sochet told The Post 

on Thursday that the suspect, 
Him Sokhoeurn, was sent to 
court after police arrested and 
questioned him.

“We fulfilled our duty and 
built a case file to be referred 
to the court.  it is up to the 
court to decide his fate because 
it is beyond our jurisdiction,” 
he said.

Kien Svay district deputy police 
chief Vong Se confirmed the 
events on Thursday and said the 
items were illegally imported.

The deputy prosecutor of 
the Kandal provincial Court 

Euk Sun raksmey ordered 
Sokhoeurn to be held until fur-
ther review.

Kandal Camcontrol branch 
manager Ou Manrin said police 
and anti-economic crime spe-
cial forces, in collaboration with 
the Kien Svay district police, 
had raided the location.

The police examined the 
goods. When questioned, the 
owner said the goods totalled 
five tonnes and he had bought 
them in Cambodia to be proc-
essed as sausages. The goods 
were not imported from 

abroad, he told police. 
“We have not yet identified 

what kind of chemicals he put 
into the pig intestines but the 
intestines smelled bad already. 
They were refrigerated in the 
containers. But a power cut 
caused them to spoil. it 
smelled bad,” Manrin said.

He said he didn’t know what 
measures will be taken against 
the owner. The case has been 
handed over to the Kandal 
provincial Court. Manrin said 
he will look for a place to set 
the intestines on fire.
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detainees and 4,000 prison staff. We 
need to control the spread of this virus 
in prisons and handle any potential 
cases properly.

“We are doing this by providing the 
much-needed hygiene and personal 
protection items as well as training 
and technical support,” he said.

paramonov said the iCrC had allo-
cated $230,000 for the procurement 
of required materials and equipment, 
as well as technical support to Cam-
bodian prison authorities. 

He hoped the inmates would be 
able to communicate with their fam-
ilies after prisons banned visits to 
prevent a Covid-19 outbreak. 

GDp spokesman Nuth Savna told 
The Post on Sunday that the ban on 
visitations is part of the measures 
being implemented to contain the 
pandemic, which recorded 122 cases 
of infections throughout the King-
dom as of Sunday.

However, he said all detainees 
could now speak with their families 
on the phone, while an NGO has 
promised to install a “video call” sys-
tem in prisons.

The measures taken by the GDp 
include installing machines to spray 
disinfectants and taking of tempera-
ture at prisons.

inmates have also been made to 
follow the Ministry of Health’s guide-
lines including regularly washing 
hands with soap, wearing face masks 
and avoiding touching their faces. 

Savna said the main concern now 
is keeping distance between inmates 
at prisons, some of which remain 
overcrowded.  “Sleeping space for a 
detainee in prison is 1sqm,” he said.

He said so far no inmate has been 
infected with the virus.

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

THE head of the National 
Centre for the UN peacekeep-
ing Forces of Cambodia said 
the rotating force will tem-
porarily suspend deployment 
due to the coronavirus until 
new UN regulations go into 
effect at the end of June.

The centre’s deputy direc-
tor-general and spokeswom-
an Kosal Malinda told The 
Post on Sunday that rotation 
of peacekeepers takes place 
regularly as part of the UN’s 
annual plan.

But for this year, the man-
date for the shift of the peace-
keeping force has been tem-
porarily suspended to reduce 
the spread of Covid-19.

“at the same time, Cambo-
dian Blue Helmets on over-
seas missions have also been 
instructed to prevent the 
spread of Covid-19,” she said.

Malinda said the Cambo-
dian force currently serving 
under the UN is made up of 
787 soldiers, including 76 
women. They are divided into 
five divisions covering the re-
public of South Sudan, leba-
non, Central africa, and Mali, 
which has two units – an en-
gineering and a bomb unit.

“The Cambodian Blue Hel-

mets force is well-disciplined 
and we consistently practice 
good hygiene following WHO 
guidelines. No Cambodian Blue 
Helmets has been reported as a 
Covid-19 case” she confirmed.

UN Secretary-General anto-
nio Guterres notified member 
countries on March 27 to con-
trol the rotation to stop the 
spread of the Coronavirus.

He said the rotation of the 
army from a host country to 
overseas during the global 
epidemic was “very challeng-
ing”, so the UN decided to 
suspend it temporarily.

“Criteria are being estab-
lished to determine when 
current changes will be made. 
We are in close discussions 
with the host countries, and 
those that contribute to the 
army and the police force to 
overcome the difficulties that 
exist today.” Guterres said.

Despite UN peacekeeping 
forces adapting to the chal-
lenges posed by the coronavi-
rus, they continue to carry out 
their key peacekeeping and 
security duties, while at the 
same time helping to prevent 
the spread of Covid-19.

prisons take 
precautions 
over Covid-19 

UN Blue Helmets to 
stay at home for now

p Vihear man fined for using heavy 
machinery for unlawful excavation

Keeper of illegal timber hit with fine

Soth Koemsoeun 

a 
MaN was fined 15 million 
riel ($3,750) for using heavy 
machinery to excavate a 
state-owned mountain in 

preah Vihear province for unauthor-
ised business.

Mine authorities arrived at the 
site and stopped machine opera-
tors from carrying out their work on 
april 6 in preah Khlaing commune’s 
Kraing Doung village in Tbeng 
Meanchey district.

The man, Say Sophea, was caught 
at the 1sqm pit with five pieces 
of excavation equipment accord-
ing to a letter sent by Department 
of Mines and Energy director You 
Chendayuth to provincial governor 
prak Sovann. The letter was sighted 
by The Post on Sunday. 

according to the letter, on april 6, 
a departmental working group and 
specialists had arrived at the exca-
vation site for inspections.

The excavation of the mountain was 
to take soil for unauthorised business – 
an illegal act under the law on Mineral 
resource Management and Exploita-
tion and the amendments to article 35 
of the law on Mineral resource Man-
agement and Exploitation (2008).

The letter said the department de-
cided that individuals who dig out 
mines illegally will incur a fine of 
15,240,000 riel.

Chendayuth highlighted that 
any individuals who dig out mines 
would be fined in cash by the Min-
istry of Mines and Energy at twice 
the estimated value of the mineral 
products they stole.

Mines are dug based on the size 
of tools, machinery, the production, 
consumption, and mineral volumes 
at the location. The ministry can fine 

them 1,5 million riel a day starting 
from the day the individuals started 
the wrongdoing to when the opera-
tion ended.

He further said that in the case of 
repeat offenders, they will be fined 
double in cash as stipulated article 8 
of the law, or jailed for between one 
and five years or both, not including 
compensation for other damages.  
Machinery used for the offence will 
be impounded as state property.

Sovann said on Sunday that the 
case had not ended because spe-
cialists are searching for others after 
questioning the owner of the ma-

chinery known only as Chea.
“We can’t end the case yet because 

we are searching for other people. 
We just questioned the owner, so 
there are still other people we need 
to speak with,” he said.

preah Vihear provincial Depart-
ment of land Management, Urban 
planning and Construction director 
Sam Saroeun could not be reached 
for comment on Sunday.

provincial military police com-
mander Kang Sao Kun told The Post 
on Sunday that Chea told police that 
the land’s owner Say Sophea had 
hired his tractors to dig the land.

“The landowner’s name is Say 
Sophea and he is the son of Tbeng 
Meanchey district governor Nut 
Sophoan.  The landowner hired the 
tractors to excavate the land.

“The specialists were building a 
case to be referred to the provincial 
governor for further legal proce-
dures. But i don’t know how [the gov-
ernor] will decide,” Sao Kun said.

Sophoan could not be reached for 
comment on Sunday. But he told 
The Post on Thursday that he was 
not involved with the offence and he 
didn’t have relatives doing the busi-
ness either.

Soth Koemsoeun

THE Siem reap provincial 
Department of agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries fined 
the owner of a log warehouse 
on Friday after seizing more 
than 20 cubic metres of illegal 
timber the day before.

Department director Tea 
Kim Soth identified the owner 
as Sambo Manna, a 39-year-
old woman residing at Sala 
Kamroeuk commune’s Trapa-
ing Treng village.

She was fined on Friday under 
the law on Forestry, he said.

“We have fined the owner of 
the illegally stocked timber, but 
i don’t know how much was is-
sued as fines. But i can confirm 
that more than 20 cubic metres 
of timber were seized,” he said.

provincial deputy police 
chief Mok Theara, told The 
Post on Sunday that Manna 
had cooperated with law en-
forcement officials. 

He said Manna bought the 
wood from various resellers 
outside of Siem reap to build 
a house, but she had no in-
tention of trading it.

“They are first grade timber 
including sokrom and koki. 
There were 879 logs measuring 
a total of 20.905 cubic metres.

“We transported the timber 
to the Forestry administra-
tion in Banteay Srei district, 

and the owner has paid the 
fine according to the law on 
Forestry,” he said.

He said the anti-economic 
crime police cooperated with 
the Forestry administration 
and local authorities to check 
and crack down on the stor-
age site.

The officials found many kinds 
of timber, but most of it was of 
first grade sakrom and koki.

provincial Forestry admin-

istration director Mong Bun-
lim could not be reached for 
comment on Sunday but he 
confirmed the crackdown 
happened on Thursday.

Bunlim said the facility was 
only used for storage and 
couldn’t process wood into 
goods like furniture. 

On Friday, the royal Cam-
bodian Gendarmerie’s Face-
book page (GrK News) re-
ported a similar case which 

also occurred on Thursday.
preah Vihear provincial mil-

itary police, in cooperation 
with the Tbeng Meanchey dis-
trict Forestry administration,  
cracked down on three illegal 
wood processing handicraft 
outlets in difference areas of 
palhal commune. 

The warehouse owners 
were made to sign contracts 
stating they would dismantle 
the facilities by themselves.

A man was fined 15 million riel ($3,750) for using heavy machinery to excavate a state-owned mountain in Preah Vihear province 
for unauthorised business. SUPPLIED

Sambo Manna, 39, was fined after seizing more than 20 cubic metres of illegal timber the day before. POLICE
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applE inc and Google un-
veiled a joint initiative on 
Friday to use smartphones to 
trace coronavirus contacts to 
battle the pandemic.

The move brings together 
the largest mobile operat-
ing systems in an effort to 
use smartphone technol-
ogy to track and potentially 
contain the global Covid-19 
outbreak.

Smartphones powered by 
apple software and Google-
backed android operating 
system would be able to ex-
change information with a 
joint “opt in system”.

The tech giants will collab-
orate on a “contact tracing” 
system which can identify 
people in contact with an in-
fected person and alert users.

The first step will be the 
release next month of soft-
ware interface and operat-
ing system-level technology 
to let iphones and android-
powered phones share infor-
mation through applications 
provided by public health au-
thorities, the companies said 
in a joint statement.

The move comes with gov-
ernments around the world 
studying or implementing 
measures to use smartphone 
location technology to iden-

tify people with the virus 
and keep them from infect-
ing others, even as the efforts 
raise privacy and civil liber-
ties concerns.

apple and Google said they 
will work together in the com-
ing months to use standard 
Bluetooth capabilities relied 
on by wireless devices such as 
earbuds to be used to let hand-
sets exchange information.

apple and Google contend-
ed that “privacy, transparency, 
and consent” were top priori-
ties in the joint initiative.

“all of us at apple and 
Google believe there has 
never been a more impor-
tant moment to work togeth-
er to solve one of the world’s 
most pressing problems,” 
the long-time rivals said in 
the release.

“Through close coopera-
tion and collaboration with 
developers, governments and 
public health providers, we 
hope to harness the power of 
technology to help countries 
around the world slow the 
spread of Covid-19 and accel-
erate the return of everyday 
life.” AFP

apple, Google team up 
on coronavirus ‘contact 
tracing’ by smartphone

Second round of China FTa talks close
Thou Vireak

THE second round of nego-
tiations for a Cambodia-China 
Free Trade agreement high-
lighted the potential for expand-
ing trade, investment, services, 
and strengthening cooperation 
between the two countries in 
the upcoming years, Ministry 
of Commerce secretary of state 
Sok Sopheak said in a press re-
lease on Friday.

The second round of nego-
tiations was held via a video 
conference on Thursday and 
was presided by Sopheak and 
Yang Zhengwei, deputy di-
rector-general of the Depart-
ment of international Trade 
and Economic affairs under 
China’s commerce ministry, 
said the release.

“The two countries’ negotia-
tion teams agreed on several 
chapters in the second round, 
including investment cooper-
ation, economic and technical 
cooperation as well as coop-
eration on the Belt and road 
initiative and e-commerce.

“The free trade agreement 
[FTa] between Cambodia and 
China will aid in the recovery 
of both countries’ Covid-19-
hit economies.

“The two sides have agreed 
to resolve the remaining is-
sues no later than mid-May 
before the third round of ne-
gotiations, which is scheduled 
for June this year,” it said.

Cambodia rice Federation 
(CrF) secretary-general lun 
Yeng told The Post that the FTa 
with China will help the King-
dom achieve its goal of export-
ing one million tonnes of rice to 
international markets – original-
ly set in august 2010 for 2015.

“an FTa with China would 

help all exporters expand their 
rice exports to China,” he said.

CrF data shows that the 
Kingdom exported 387,000 
tonnes of rice in 2014, 538,396 
tonnes in 2015, 542,144 tonnes 
in 2016, 635,679 tonnes in 
2017, 626,225 tonnes in 2018 
and 620,106 tonnes last year.

Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce vice-president lim 
Heng told The Post on Sunday 
that significant progress has 
been made on the FTa.

“The two governments plan 

to finalise the FTa this year. 
The results [of the second 
round of negotiations] are a 
good sign of [our countries] 
reaching the goal,” Heng said. 

He said the FTa will attract 
more investors to Cambo-
dia as the Sino-US trade war 
prompts foreign companies 
to look to aSEaN for invest-
ment opportunities.

“if both parties reach this 
agreement, Cambodia will be 
able to attract more foreign 
investors to set up factories 
her for exports to the US and 
China,” he said. 

Ministry spokesman Seang 
Thay told The Post on Friday 
that the Kingdom is also cur-
rently negotiating FTas with 
South Korea and russia and 
is conducting a feasibility and 
impact studies of FTas with 
india, the UK and Japan.

Cambodia attracted $3.588 
billion in foreign direct invest-
ment last year, an increase 
of 11.7 per cent over 2018’s 
$3.212 billion, thanks in part 
to Chinese investors who ac-
counted for half of the invest-
ments, said the National Bank 
of Cambodia’s Macroeconomic 
and Banking Progress 2019 Re-
port and 2020 Outlook.

Exports to Japan reach $296M
May Kunmakara

C
aMBODia export-
ed $296 million of 
goods to Japan in 
the first two months 

of this year, up 2.4 per cent 
compared to the same period 
last year, data from the Japan 
External Trade Organisation 
(Jetro) shows.

Both countries committed to 
boosting bilateral trade to more 
than $2 billion this year, al-
though the Covid-19 pandemic 
will make that more difficult.

Cambodia imported $70 
million of goods from Japan 
during the period, a 10.8 per 
cent year-on-year increase.

Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce vice-president lim 
Heng said the increase in ex-
ports to Japan reflects the flow 
of investment coming from 
the country into Cambodia.

“The increase of our ex-
ports to Japan is a very posi-
tive sign. Over the last few 
years we have received a lot of 
investment from Japan, and it 
increases every year.

“The investments help diver-
sify our exports and bring in 
new technologies and skills,” 
said Heng, adding that Cambo-
dia’s processing industry could 
also lure more investors.

“i do foresee that we will re-
ceive more investment in Cam-
bodia post-Covid-19, as their 
government has promised to 

urge more Japanese investors 
to come to Cambodia,” he said.

at the 3rd Senior Official-lev-
el meeting between Cambodia 
and Japan late last month, both 
sides expressed their optimism 
that the upward trend in bilat-
eral trade, which increased to 
more than $2 billion last year, 
would continue this year de-
spite the pandemic.

Ministry of Foreign af-
fairs and international Co-
operation spokeswoman 
Chea Kimtha said: “Japan has 
agreed to encourage relevant 

institutions to work closely 
together in improving the 
investment environment in 
Cambodia so as to attract 
more Japanese investors.”

Cambodia exported more 
than $1.7 billion worth of 
products to the Japanese mar-
ket last year – up 7.7 per cent 
from 2018 – Jetro data shows.

The Kingdom imported 
more than $563 million of 
products from Japan, a 33.4 
per cent increase from 2018, 
the data shows. 

Between 1995 and Septem-

ber, there were 141 Japanese in-
vestment projects with $2.5 bil-
lion in capital investment, data 
from the Council for the Devel-
opment of Cambodia shows.

Of these, 66 were in special 
economic zones with an esti-
mated capital investment of 
$340 million.

Most of the projects were 
in the energy, electronic 
component assembly, auto 
spare parts, agro-industry, 
food processing, hospitality, 
health and retail sectors, the 
data shows.

Thou Vireak

THE Securities and Exchange 
Commission of Cambodia 
(SECC) signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU) 
on “Consultation on informa-
tion Technology System” with 
three companies, said direc-
tor-general Sou Socheat in a 
press release on Friday.

The companies were Mo-
bile C&C (Cambodia) Co ltd, 
pathmazing inc and We alli-
ance Co ltd, said the release.

Socheat said the compa-
nies will provide the SECC 
with advice and supply it with 
“modern technology for fi-
nancial services, fintech and 
[a] technology-based social 
infrastructure system.

“The three companies will 
jointly provide . . . technical 
assistance to the SECC for de-
termining iT system require-
ments in the legal framework.

“[They will inspect the] iT 
system used by licensed/au-
thorised companies and [de-
velop a] digital reporting sys-
tem for listed companies and 
licensed/authorised compa-
nies, as well as transforming 
the SECC into a digitalised 

institution,” it said.
late in February, the SECC 

issued fund management 
licences to aegies Fund 
Management plc and plMp 
Venture Capital Co ltd and 
approved three more trustee 
companies, Grand Cathay in-
vestment Trust (Cambodia) 
plc, Zillion Trust plc and Vivid 
asset Management Co ltd.

SECC deputy director-gen-
eral Sok Dara told The Post 
late in February that there 
has been a huge increase in 
market participants, such as 
the five central counterpar-
ties in the derivatives market, 
the 27 derivative brokers and 
the seven fund management 
companies licensed this year.

SECC data shows that mar-
ket capitalisation increased 
157 per cent last year to 
$800.39 million.

By the end of last year, it had 
attracted 22,446 investors, rais-
ing nearly $151 million for all 
five companies listed on its 
main board and the three com-
panies that have issued bonds.

The average trading vol-
ume was 1,750,502 shares per 
month, equal to $4,221,490 
per month, the data shows.

SECC inks MoU for 
iT system overhaul

Cambodia and Japan have committed to boosting bilateral trade to more than $2 billion this year. HENG CHIVOAN

The second round of negotiations for a Cambodia-China FTA highlighted 
the potential for expanding trade, investment, services, and strengthening 
cooperation between the two countries in the upcoming years. 
HUN SEN’S FACEBOOK PAGE
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New solar farm hooks into nat’l grid
Hin Pisei 

a 
60MW solar power farm in 
Kampong Chhnang prov-
ince was connected to the 
national grid last weekend, 

bringing the Kingdom’s total solar-
power generation to 150MW, Minis-
try of Mines and Energy spokesman 
Victor Jona said on Sunday.

The project, located in Taing Kra-
saing commune’s romeas village in 
Teuk phos district, is developed by 
SchneiTec renewable Co ltd, a joint 
venture between Chinese and local 
partners. 

There are two other operational solar 
power farms in the Kingdom – one in 
Svay rieng province’s Bavet town with 
a 10MW capacity, and another in Kam-
pong Speu province powering 80MW.

Jona, the director-general of the 
ministry’s General Department of 
Energy, told The Post that the farm 
will further the government’s goal of 
developing the Kingdom’s electric-
ity sector and reducing costs in re-
sponse to increased consumption.

He said the newest farm in Kampong 
Chhnang province had increased 
Cambodia’s solar power capacity to 
150MW, out of a total 410MW in solar 

power investment projects approved 
by the government.

“This is a source of green electrici-
ty, which is part of a concerted effort 
by the government and the relevant 
authorities to ensure electricity sup-
ply to all consumers and avoid any 
blackouts during the dry season, 
like in 2019,” he said.

Jona said demand for electricity 
is around 1,800MW on weekdays 
and between 1,300 and 1,400MW on 
Weekdays.

SchneiTec renewable has invested 
in two other solar power stations in 
Cambodia, the 80MW farm in Kam-

pong Speu province and the 60MW 
farm in pursat province which is cur-
rently under construction, he said.

Electricite du Cambodge director-
general Keo rattanak could not be 
reached for comment on Sunday.

However, he told local media on 
Saturday that the news solar power 
farm notably increases the propor-
tion of renewable energy into the 
national grid supply, in line with the 
government’s policy.

The Kingdom produced 11.261GWh 
of electricity last year, up 21 per cent 
from 2018’s 9.427GWh, said ministry 
report said.

The newest solar farm in Kampong Chhnang province has increased Cambodia’s solar power capacity to 150MW, out of a total 410MW in solar power investment projects 
approved by the government. HENG CHIVOAN

G20 energy ministers struggle to finalise oil output cuts

Mahindra 
set to inject 
$33M into 
SsangYong

TOp oil producers struggled to 
finalise production cuts dur-
ing a virtual summit held by 
Group of 20 (G20) energy min-
isters on Friday, despite US 
president Donald Trump’s 
mediation efforts to end a 
standoff with Mexico.

The final G20 communique 
appeared to gloss over sim-
mering divisions over energy 
policy, making no mention of 
output cuts and pledging sim-
ply to ensure oil “market sta-
bility” amid the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Mexico was the lone holdout 
in a record Organisation of the 
petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries- (Opec-) led agreement 
reached a day earlier that would 
see output slashed by 10 mil-
lion barrels per day (mbpd) 
next month and in June fol-
lowed by a gradual reduction 
in cuts until april 2022.

The standoff had cast doubt 
on efforts to bolster oil prices, 
pushed to near two-decade lows 
by the demand-sapping pan-
demic and a Saudi-russia price 
war that rattled global markets.

The subsequent G20 meet-
ing – hosted by riyadh – was 
expected to seal the deal more 
widely with non-Opec coun-
tries in the group including 
Mexico, the US and Canada.

But there was no sign of an 
agreement in the group’s final 
statement.

“We commit to ensure that the 
energy sector continues to make 
a full, effective contribution to 
overcoming Covid-19 and pow-
ering the subsequent global 
recovery,” said the statement 
released early on Saturday.

“We commit to take all the 
necessary and immediate 
measures to ensure energy 
market stability.”

There was no sign that coun-
tries such as Canada – the 
world’s fourth largest produc-
er – had committed to specific 
cuts, with Natural resources 
Minister Seamus O’regan say-
ing the G20 summit “didn’t 
discuss numbers”.

Under the Opec deal, Mex-
ico was expected to cut pro-
duction by 400,000 barrels 
per day (bpd) but it resisted 

the suggestion.
Mexican president andres 

Manuel lopez Obrador said he 
had reached an agreement 
with Trump to cut production 
by only 100,000bpd.

He added that Trump had 
agreed to cut US production 
by 250,000bpd “as compensa-
tion” for Mexico.

Trump later confirmed the 
deal, saying the US will “make 
up the difference” by cutting 
“some US production”.

The G20 statement was silent 
on the Mexico-US deal.

‘Ghostly spectre’
The tentative production cut 

deal, which hinges on Mexico’s 
consent for it to take effect, 
marked a possible end of the 
price war between russia and 
Saudi arabia.

Both oil producers took on 
the lion’s share of the cuts as 
they agreed to slash output to 
around 8.5mbpd, Bloomberg 
News reported.

“Our global energy systems, 
from producers to consumers, 
is in uncharted territory and it 

is our responsibility to find the 
path forward,” Saudi Minister 
of Energy prince abdulaziz bin 
Salman told the G20 gather-
ing.

“Saudi arabia urges all G20 
members, including Mexico, 
as well as invited countries to 
take appropriate and extraor-
dinary measures to stabilise 
market conditions.”

russian Minister of Energy 
alexander Novak also urged 
the G20 ministers to act in a 
spirit of “partnership and soli-
darity”, a local television sta-
tion reported.

Opec secretary-general 
Mohammad Barkindo warned 
that the global crude storage 
capacity would be exhausted 
before the end of next month 
because of a supply glut and a 
“jaw-dropping” drop in 
demand.

“There is a ghostly spectre 
encircling the oil industry,” 
Barkindo told the ministers.

“We need to act now, so we can 
come out of [the] other side of 
this pandemic with the strength 
of our industry intact.”

The impact of the tentative 
deal on prices was not imme-
diately clear as the global oil 
markets were shut on Friday 
for the Easter weekend.

However, axiCorp analyst 
Stephen innes said the supply 
cuts were “less than the mar-
ket hoped for” given the hit to 
demand from coronavirus 
lockdowns throughout the 
world.

“The deal currently tabled 
will only partially offset oil 
price distress. The storm clouds 
for oil prices will only com-
pletely dissipate when lock-
downs are lifted,” he said.

‘Deep abyss’
rystad Energy also said the 

cuts were not enough to restore 
market equilibrium. 

“The proposed 10mbpd cut 
for May and June will keep the 
world from physically testing 
the limits of storage capacity 
and save prices from falling 
into a deep abyss.

“But it will still not restore 
the desired market balance,” 
the energy research firm said.

Oil prices have slumped since 
the beginning of the year due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Compounding the problem, 
riyadh and Moscow had both 
ramped up output in a bid to 
hold on to market share and 
undercut US shale producers.

Trump has expressed opti-
mism about the prospects for 
an agreement after a confer-
ence call with russian presi-
dent Vladimir putin and Saudi 
Crown prince Mohammed bin 
Salman on Thursday.

putin discussed energy 
developments separately with 
Trump and prince Moham-
med again on Friday, the 
Kremlin said.

While the US is not in the 
Opec or the wider Opec+ 
groups, it is supportive of a 
reduction in supply in order to 
stabilise prices and breathe 
new life into its shale indus-
try.

Shale has transformed the 
US into the world’s top pro-
ducer, but the industry cannot 
sustain its high cost base as 
prices collapse. AFP

SSaNGYONG Motor Co will receive 
40 billion won ($33 million) in special 
funds this month from its major share-
holder, indian car-making conglom-
erate Mahindra and Mahindra ltd, to 
urgently address liquidity issues, the 
Korean automaker said on Sunday.

SsangYong said it finalised its plan 
to raise 40 billion won in new funds 
at an extraordinary general meeting 
on Friday.

Mahindra will first invest in 
SsangYong as a loan, which will be 
converted to equity later upon in-
dian and Korean government agen-
cies’ foreign investment approval.

Early this month, Mahindra with-
drew its plan to inject fresh capital 
of 230 billion won into SsangYong. 
instead, it was considering injecting 
up to 40 billion won in one-off funds 
over the next three months.

Upon securing liquidity, SsangYong 
expected to ease market jitters, in-
cluding the alleged withdrawal of Ma-
hindra from the Korean automaker.

“[The funding] will serve as an op-
portunity for Mahindra to dispel sus-
picions of withdrawal and confirm its 
commitment to strengthening support 
while maintaining ties with SsangYong 
Motor,” the automaker said.

SsangYong also said it had signed 
a deal to sell its Busan logistics cen-
tre on Tuesday. it explained that the 
sale is worth about 20 billion won 
and that the payment will come to 
SsangYong within this month to se-
cure additional liquidity.

The Korean automaker estimated a 
total of 500 billion won will be need-
ed over the next three years to nor-
malise its management. it is making 
self-rescue efforts in anticipation of 
Mahindra’s investment and support 
from the Korea Development Bank.

SsangYong, which was in the red 
for 12 consecutive quarters until last 
year, has 70 billion won of KDB bonds 
maturing in July. if the automaker 
fails to repay or extend the bonds, it 
is likely to result in bankruptcy. THE 

KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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rice export quotas issued in 
VN under pM’s permission

Huawei eyes China revenue uptick
H

UaWEi Technologies Co 
said on Thursday that 
it expects revenue from 
its consumer business 

group, which includes smartphones, 
personal computers and tablets, 
to grow fast in China, despite the 
Covid-19 pandemic and the US gov-
ernment restrictions.

The forecast came after the company 
launched its latest high-end p40 series 
of smartphones in China on Wednes-
day, which has an indigenously devel-
oped operating system without any 
dependence on Google services.

Yu Chengdong, CEO of Huawei’s 
consumer business group, told China 
Daily that the company’s smartphone 
sales have been recovering in China 
and saw strong growth last month.

“Though sales declined in Febru-
ary, we saw growth in January and 
March, which helped maintain an 
expansion in the first quarter,” Yu 
said.

But the senior executive warned 
that the pandemic could crimp 
global smartphone markets for the 
whole year.

“it is almost impossible to avoid 
a decline in the global smartphone 
business. We will try hard not to post 
a drop,” Yu said.

He said tablet sales have been 
improving steadily as more people 
stay at home for work and study. 
Huawei is making steady progress 
in promoting Huawei Mobile Ser-
vices, better known as HMS, which 
is the foundation for the company 
to continue selling smartphones in 
overseas markets.

HMS is designed to replace Google 
Mobile Service, after the US govern-
ment banned the company from us-

ing Google’s products and services 
in its mobile devices.

“We have not only shortened the 
gap with GMS, but also built our 
own edge in HMS,” Yu said, adding 
that the company’s p40 lite smart-
phones, powered by HMS, have sold 
well in overseas markets.

The senior executive said the p40 
series will be available in all markets 
except for the US, Brazil and South 
Korea. But currently, the pandemic 
is affecting the company’s business-
es in western Europe.

Some reports had earlier suggested 

that US politicians were considering 
steps to further contain semicon-
ductor sales to Huawei. Yu said the 
proposal, if approved, will severely 
harm the business prospects of US 
suppliers.

“if the market does not deterio-
rate, we are confident of maintain-
ing good growth,” Yu said.

a recent report from market re-
search company Strategy analytics 
said nearly 37 per cent of the over 
1,300 respondents it surveyed said 
they would defer plans to buy new 
smartphones, while 32 per cent in-

dicated they would postpone plans 
to upgrade to 5G services.

Sui Qian, research director of 
smartphones at Strategy analytics, 
said smartphone supply chains and 
ecosystem are likely to recover in the 
second quarter, but apparently, a 
large number of consumers are not 
ready to return to the pre-pandemic 
purchasing patterns.

Telecom carriers, smartphone ven-
dors and retailers must step up ef-
forts to convince consumers that it is 
worthwhile to buy new smartphones, 
Sui said. CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Yu Chengdong, CEO of Huawei’s consumer business group, unveiled the high-end P40 smartphone series in China on Wednesday. 
SUPPLIED

ViETNaM’S Minister of in-
dustry and Trade Tran Tuan 
anh has signed a decision 
announcing a rice export 
quota for this month af-
ter prime Minister Nguyen 
Xuan phuc gave the green 
light to resume exporting 
the product.

The export quota set is 
400,000 tonnes and will be 
moved via land, rail, water and 
air. The quotas came into ef-
fect from Saturday after phuc 
gave his appoval on Friday.

On the same day, the Gov-
ernment Office sent an ex-
press dispatch on the per-
mission and other directions 
from phuc to the ministries 
of industry and Trade (MoiT); 
agriculture and rural De-
velopment (MarD); and Fi-
nance (MoF) relating to rice 
export in the context of the 
novel coronavirus pandemic, 
drought and saline intrusion.

phuc accepted the MoiT’s 
proposal submitted on april 
6 to export about 800,000 
tonnes of rice in april and in 
May. Meanwhile, the national 
rice reserves would increase 
from 300,000 to 700,000 
tonnes.

This export rice volume is 
reduced by 40 per cent com-
pared to the volume in april 
and May last year. it is also 
35.7 per cent and 21.7 per 
cent lower than the same 
periods in 2018 and 2017, re-
spectively.

phuc has also requested the 
MoiT, MoF, MarD and the 
relevant agencies to imple-
ment the rice export plan in 
accordance with law.

They must also avoid a 
shortage of rice.

The MoiT must report to 
phuc their plans before april 25. 
The ministry must also build a 
scenario to regulate the domes-
tic rice market and rice exports 
in case the pandemic lasts until 
the end of this year, phuc said.

He also asked the MoF to 
manage the rice volume that 
is permitted to export accord-
ing to the MoiT’s proposal to 

ensure transparency.
at the same time, this min-

istry will coordinate with the 
relevant agencies to urgently 
purchase rice for the national 
food reserves as targeted this 
year, reported chinhphu.vn. 
if necessary, they are able to 
increase rice volume for the 
national reserves.

Meanwhile, the MarD is 
requested to coordinate with 
centrally-run provinces and 
cities to boost agricultural 
production, ensuring enough 
supply for the domestic con-
sumption and export. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The export quota set is 400,000 tonnes and will be moved via land, rail, 
water and air. CHINHPHU.VN/VIET NAM NEWS

Tencent unveils 
investments for 
virus-hit Wuhan

TENCENT Holdings Ltd has an-
nounced a string of investment 
plans in Wuhan, the city where 

the novel coronavirus first emerged 
and which has just lifted months-
long lockdown.

The internet giant pledged to 
invest in digital government, online 
education, smart transportation and 
artificial intelligence in the city, with 
a goal of quadrupling the number of 
employees in five years.

Tencent will push ahead with the 
Tencent (Wuhan) Digital Industry 
Headquarters in the city, where it 
aims to embark on digital gover-
nance and smart city initiatives.

The company plans to establish 
a smart education base, expand-
ing the scale of an online education 
platform to have 4,000 employees in 
three years. It is also eyeing to set up 
an offline experience centre in Wu-
han, which it then hopes to spread 
across the country.

In terms of transportation, Ten-
cent will embark on establishing 
a smart transportation base and 
foster digital talents in the auto sec-
tor together with Dongfeng Motor 
Group.

Tencent Cloud’s artificial intel-
ligence lab, specialised in research 
and application of AI- products, will 
be launched. A cybersecurity acad-
emy will also be launched in the city.

During the initial outbreak, Ten-
cent Foundation announced to dedi-
cate 300 million yuan ($43 million) to 
combat the virus. It then raised the 
amount to 1.5 billion yuan. CHINA DAILY/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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THE Canadian government on Thurs-
day said it had renegotiated the terms 
of a C$14 billion (US$10 billion) light 
armoured vehicles contract with 
Saudi arabia, paving the way for 
exports to recommence.

Vehicle sales had been on hold 
since 2018 due to tensions between 
Ottawa and riyadh over the murder 
of journalist Jamal Khashoggi and 
Saudi arabia’s involvement in the war 
in Yemen.

The move marks a shift for prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau, who had 
indicated in December 2018 that he 
was looking to end the controversial 
agreement.

However, Canada has “been able to 
secure significant improvements to 
the contract”, Minister of Foreign 
affairs Francois-philippe Cham-
pagne said in a statement.

Cancelling the deal “could have 
resulted in billions of dollars in 
damages to the government of Can-
ada, with potential damages 
amounting to the full value of the 
contract”, he said.

The move would have put thou-
sands of Canadian jobs at risk, not 
only in “southwestern Ontario but 
also across the entire defence indus-
try supply chain, which includes 
hundreds of small and medium 
enterprises”, he added.

The vehicles are made in Canada 
by a subsidiary of US contractor Gen-
eral Dynamics.

among the “improvements” Cham-
pagne noted were financial protections 
for Canada if it chooses to delay or deny 
export permits in the event the vehicles 
are not used for their stated purposes.

“Under our law, Canadian goods 
cannot be exported where there is a 
substantial risk that they would be 
used to commit or to facilitate serious 
violations of international humani-
tarian law, international human 
rights law or serious acts of gender-
based violence,” he said.

“We have now begun reviewing 
permit applications on a case-by-
case basis,” Champagne said in the 
statement.

“as always, we will ensure that they 
comply with the aforementioned 
legal requirements under Canadian 
law” and the UN arms Trade Treaty, 
he added. AFP

Easter celebrated under lockdown 
as US coronavirus deaths top 20,000
C

HriSTiaNS celebrated 
Easter Sunday under coro-
navirus lockdown in many 
countries with church 

pews empty and the pope on live 
stream, as the US death toll from the 
disease passed 20,000.

at the climax of Holy Week for the 
planet’s two billion-plus Christians, 
congregations were shuttered at 
home to avoid spreading the patho-
gen that has infected at least 1.7 mil-
lion worldwide.

pope Francis broke with centuries 
of tradition by taking his Easter mass 
online, with Saint peter’s Square – 
packed every year with worshippers 
– left deserted.

The US, with around a fifth of the 
more than 100,000 total Covid-19 
deaths, topped the list for both fatal-
ities and numbers of declared cases, 
said a tally maintained by Baltimore-
based Johns Hopkins University.

as of Wednesday, 22,073 positive 
cases among healthcare workers 
across 52 countries and regions had 
been reported to the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), it said in its 
Saturday daily situation report.

However, it noted that the tally may 
be underrepresented due to a lack of 
systematic reporting of such figures.

italy, the hardest-hit country in 
Europe, has recorded more than 
19,000 confirmed virus deaths – 
second only to the US, which has a 
population five times its size.

However, hopes began to rise in 
Western Europe and heavily infect-
ed parts of the US that the pandem-
ic was peaking.

Many were looking to China’s Wu-
han, where the disease first emerged 
late last year, as life began to return 
to normal while officials lifted stay-
inside restrictions.

However for much of the world, 
from india to France, strict lock-
downs were still in force.

a handful of US priests and pas-
tors risked arrest by announcing 
they would hold public services in 
their churches on Sunday, snubbing 
rules and medical advice.

But most were putting services 
online, and some were innovating 
with “drive-in” blessings.

The hardest-hit countries of Eu-
rope, and the centres of infection in 
the US – New York and New Orleans 
– were seeing signs of infection rates 
levelling off.

Numbers from Spain offered a 
shred of hope on Saturday – 510 
new deaths, a dip in fatalities for the 
third day in a row.

Newly reported coronavirus 
deaths in France also fell by one-
third from Friday to 635.

“a very high plateau for the 
epidemic appears to have been 
reached, but the epidemic remains 
very active,” said French health offi-
cial Jerome Salomon, urging people 
to remain vigilant.

italy meanwhile said the number 
of daily deaths there was starting to 
level off – though the government 
resisted pressure to lift its lockdown, 
extending confinement measures 
until May 3.

New York and New Orleans saw 
a slowdown in the number of new 
infections, deaths and hospitali-
sations.

However, Britain on Saturday re-
corded its second-highest daily toll, 
as virus-stricken prime Minister Bo-
ris Johnson made “very good prog-

ress” after being released from in-
tensive care, a spokeswoman said.

although global infections stand 
at 1.75 million, an aFp tally of offi-
cial counts shows, the real number 
is thought to be much higher, with 
many countries only testing the 
most serious cases.  

Many experts and the WHO are 
cautioning countries against lifting 
lockdown measures too quickly.

WHO chief Tedros adhanom Ghe-
breyesus warned on Friday that 
jumping the gun could lead to a 
“deadly resurgence” of the novel 
coronavirus, known as SarS-CoV-2.

From the crowded slums of Mex-
ico City, Nairobi and Mumbai to 
conflict hotspots in the Middle East, 
there are fears that the worst is yet to 
come for the world’s poorest.

in Brazil, a Yanomami indigenous 
boy died after contracting the coro-
navirus, authorities said on Friday, 
raising fears for the amazon tribe, 
which is known for its vulnerability 
to disease.

The 15-year-old boy, the first Ya-
nomami to be diagnosed with the 
virus, was hospitalised a week ago at 
an intensive care unit in Boa Vista, 
the capital of the northern state of 
roraima, officials said.

He died of severe respiratory com-
plications on Thursday night, the 
Brazilian Ministry of Health said in 
a statement.

a major outbreak among indig-
enous communities would amount 
to a “genocide”, said Katia Brasil, ed-
itor at amazonia real news agency, 
which specialises in issues facing 
amazonian peoples.

last week, US president Donald 
Trump said the disease was near its 
peak in the US and he is currently 
considering ways to re-open the 
world’s biggest economy as soon as 
possible.

“We look like we’ll be coming in 
on the very, very low side, below the 
lowest side of the curve of death,” 
Trump said in an interview with Fox 
News. AFP

Bangladesh executes killer of country’s founding leader
BaNGlaDESH has executed a 
military captain less than a 
week after he was arrested 
after nearly 25 years on the run 
over the assassination of the 
country’s founding leader, a 
minister said on Sunday.

Sheikh Mujibur rahman, the 
father of current prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina, was killed 
along with most of his family 
in a military coup on august 
15, 1975, nearly four years after 
he led Bangladesh to inde-
pendence from pakistan.

in 1998, abdul Majed was 

sentenced in absentia to death 
along with a dozen other army 
officers over the murders.

Bangladesh’s Supreme Court 
upheld the verdict in 2009 and 
five of the killers were execut-
ed several months later.

On Tuesday, counter-terrorism 
police officers arrested Majed as 
he rode a rickshaw in the capital 
early in the morning.

Bangladesh prison authorities 
carried out Majed’s execution by 
hanging days later after the coun-
try’s president rejected a mercy 
plea from the convicted killer.

“He was hanged to death at 
12:01am on Sunday [1801 
GMT],” Minister of law, Justice 
and parliamentary affairs ani-
sul Huq told aFp, adding that 
the execution took place at the 
country’s largest prison, just 
outside the capital Dhaka.

Majed is believed to have fled 
to india in 1996. He returned to 
Bangladesh last month.

Majed’s wife met him at the 
prison one last time on Satur-
day evening when the prison 
authorities had scheduled his 
execution.

Security has been tightened 
at the areas outside the prison 
at Keraniganj town, with 
scores of policemen patrol-
ling the jail gate, police chief 
of Dhaka district Maruf Hos-
sain Sorder said.

prime Minister Hasina, whose 
public celebrations this year for 
the centenary of her father’s 
birth have been hampered by 
the coronavirus pandemic, was 
in Europe with her sister at the 
time of the 1975 attack.

in a video message, Minister 
of Home affairs asaduzzaman 

Khan this week called Majed’s 
arrest “the best gift of Mujib 
centenary year”.

The road to getting justice 
for the 1975 assassination was 
long, and the killing continues 
to poison Bangladesh’s murky 
political scene to this day.

Successive post-coup military 
governments rewarded the kill-
ers with diplomatic positions 
and several of them were even 
allowed to form a political party 
and contest polls in the 1980s.

For 21 years, an indemnity 
law enacted by the post-coup 

government prevented pros-
ecution of the killers. This was 
only overturned after Hasina 
came to power in 1996.

Hasina has also long accused 
Ziaur rahman, president from 
1977 until his assassination in 
1981, of orchestrating her 
father’s murder.

This is denied by his widow 
Khaleda Zia, prime minister 
from 1991-1996 and 2001-2006 
and Hasina’s former ally turned 
arch-enemy who was convict-
ed of graft in 2018, charges she 
said were fabricated. AFP

Canada set 
to reinstate 
Saudi arms 
sales deal

On Easter Sunday, many of the planet’s two billion-plus Christians are celebrating under lockdown. AFP



T
HE Philippines’ first localised, 
targeted Covid-19 mass testing 
began in Metro Manila’s Valen-
zuela City on Saturday, with the 

procedure being administered for free to 
medical front-liners, returning overseas 
Filipino workers and residents being 
monitored for coronavirus symptoms.

The family members of two nurses 
earlier found positive for the virus were 
among the first to be tested using South 
Korean-made kits approved by the Food 
and Drug Administration, Mayor Rex 
Gatchalian said in a press briefing.

The samples taken will be subjected to 
confirmatory tests at The Medical City 
(TMC) in Pasig City. The hospital can ac-
commodate a minimum of 25 samples 
from Valenzuela in a day, and can pro-
duce results two days from the time the 
samples are submitted, Gatchalian said.

The tests were the result of an agree-
ment reached by the Valenzuela City gov-
ernment and the private hospital on April 
3. At that time, the TMC was only one step 
away from being accredited as a labora-
tory by the Department of Health (DoH).

TMC’s laboratory uses a polymerase 
chain reaction machine that is compati-
ble with the test kits procured by the city 
government. Each test costs a total of 
5,100 pesos ($100), including the 2,500 
peso laboratory processing fee. The cost 
of each test will be shouldered by the city 
government.

Senator Sherwin Gatchalian, the mayor’s 
brother who also helped facilitate the test-
ing in Valenzuela, said local government 
units must rise to the challenge “in the 
next 18 days [the remaining period of the 
Luzon lockdown] to ramp up the volume 
of mass testing up to 10,000 tests a day.

“That is a very important milestone 
because if we can’t do this, we [can] not 
assess the real situation of the country,” 

the senator said, noting that the limited 
number of DoH-accredited laboratories 
remained a problem.

Meanwhile, Quezon City, which so far 
has the largest number of Covid-19 cases 
among local government units, is also set to 
begin community-based testing next week.

The local health department chief Dr 
Esperanza Arias said the city would be 
using the initial 1,300 test kits provided 
by the DoH.

After this, the city government will 
get an additional batch of 1,500 test kits 
through a partnership with the Philip-
pine Red Cross, she said.

Dr Rolando Cruz, head of the depart-
ment’s epidemiology and surveillance unit, 
said only people showing Covid-19 symp-
toms would be tested in Quezon City.

“We will test people with cough and 
colds, influenza-like symptoms or those 
experiencing flu and acute respiratory 

infection,” Cruz said.
Those who will test positive, along with 

residents from urban poor communities 
who are monitored for symptoms, will be 
referred to the city’s temporary isolation 
sites that were set up to relieve hospitals 
that have already reached full capacity.

The Quezon City testing centres will 
be equipped with swab booths that will 
limit the need for personal protective 
equipment. The samples will then be 
sent to the Research Institute for Tropi-
cal Medicine (RITM) for testing.

Arias said the results can be expected 
in two to three days.

“Right now, only RITM runs the tests, 
that’s why it will take that long. But we 
are setting up partnerships [also] with 
Red Cross, St Luke’s [Medical Centre] 
and the Lung Centre [of the Philip-
pines],” Arias said. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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A HERD of eight Asian ele-
phants – an endangered spe-
cies listed by the International 
Union for Conservation of 
Nature – has been found living 
in an elephant conservation 
area in Quang Nam province’s 
Nong Son district in Vietnam.

Deputy head of the provin-
cial ranger and forest protec-
tion sub-department Tu Van 
Khanh confirmed in a report 
on Friday that elephants had 
been found in a conservation 
zone following a biodiver-
sity evaluation programme 
launched in February.

The report said the herd 
includes a mature male, one 
semi-mature male, three ma-
ture females and two semi-
mature females, and a one-
year-old calf.

It said the herd had the ba-
sic structure to grow in the 
south of the conservation 
zone in the near future.

In a previous survey re-
leased a few years ago, at least 
five elephants were found 
living in a forest in Que Lam 
commune in the same dis-
trict following samples of 
dung and footprints.

The elephant protection area, 
launched in 2017, is part of the 
US Agency for International 
Development (USAID)-funded 
Green Annamites Project.

This protected area covers 
19,000ha of critical habitat for 
one of the last groups of en-
dangered Asian elephants in 

the province.
The US government through 

USAID is working with Quang 
Nam’s leaders to improve the 
livelihoods of locals living in 
and around the protected area, 
conduct biodiversity monitor-
ing, and raise conservation 
awareness among locals.

Vietnam has established a 
system of 176 protected areas 
starting with the first national 
park, Cuc Phuong, estab-
lished in 1962.

The USAID Green Anna-
mites Project, working in tan-
dem with provincial authori-
ties, will engage small-holder 
farmers and their families to 
improve livelihoods and in-
crease investment in climate-
smart agriculture while con-
serving natural biodiversity.

The World Wide Fund for Na-
ture Vietnam (WWF-Vietnam) 
has said Dak Lak province – 
across the border from Cam-
bodia’s Mondulkiri province – 
hosts the largest habitat of the 
endangered Asian elephant.

It said at least four Asian ele-
phant herds, comprising of 60-
70 elephants, live in the prov-
ince’s Yok Don National Park.

A WWF-Vietnam report  
said that at least 25 elephants 
have died in the park since 
2009, 75 per cent of which 
have been calves.

There are around 100 wild 
Asian elephants living in 
Vietnam. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Herd of endangered 
elephants seen in VN

MALAYSIA’S health chief on 
Saturday warned against eas-
ing measures to curb the coro-
navirus outbreak, after the gov-
ernment said it would let some 
industries operate during the 
country’s partial shutdown.

The movement control or-
der (MCO) has shut schools 
and non-essential business-
es, confined people to their 
homes except to buy food, 
and closed Malaysia’s borders 
to tourists since March 18.

In a move to cushion the 
economic impact of the shut-
down, the government on Fri-
day said the controls, which 
were due to end on Tuesday, 
would be extended to April 
28, but that some businesses 
could resume work.

While the announcement 
was cheered by business own-
ers and workers, the health au-
thorities were less enthusiastic.

“The health ministry recom-
mends that we should main-
tain what we had done in MCO 
Phase I and Phase II,” director-
general of health Noor Hisham 
Abdullah (pictured) said at his 
press briefing on Saturday, re-
ferring to the first four weeks 
of the MCO. Phase III will 
be in force from April 15 
to 28.

“Perhaps the plan-
ning can be done 
but implementa-
tion be delayed at 
this moment,” he 
said, concerning 
some businesses 

being allowed to reopen.
His remarks came as Malay-

sia continued to see the num-
ber of infections rise, with 184 
new cases recorded on Sat-
urday, bringing the number 
of confirmed cases to 4,530, 
the highest tally in Southeast 
Asia. It has reported 73 deaths 
and 1,995 recoveries.

The Ministry of Interna-
tional Trade and Industry had 
on Friday listed sectors that 
would be allowed to operate 
under Phase III, including the 
automotive, machinery and 
equipment, aerospace and 
construction industries.

Smaller businesses such as 
barbers, opticians, full laun-
dry services, tra-
ditional health 
prac t it ioners 
as well as 
h a r d w a r e 
and electri-
cal appli-
ance stores 
were also 
given the 
green light 
to oper-
ate.

SME Association of Malaysia 
president Michael Kang lauded 
the move but was concerned that 
the procedures to reopen busi-
nesses had yet to be finalised.

“We hope the government 
provides a clear policy [on 
resumption of businesses],” 
Kang said.

Meanwhile, the administra-
tion has yet to issue guide-
lines to these businesses on 
safety procedures to lower the 
risks of infection, especially 
at service providers such as 
barbers and opticians where 
people are in close proximity 
in enclosed spaces.

Online community Public 
Health Malaysia has advised 

on its Facebook page that 
business operators 

should ensure they 
are free of Covid-
19 symptoms such 
as fever and cough, 

disinfect and ven-
tilate their prem-

ises daily as well as 
screen their custom-

ers for symptoms of 
the virus.
The state governments 

of Penang and Negeri Sem-
bilan, however, have said they 

are not allowing hair salons 
to reopen unless stan-

dard operating pro-
cedures are issued 

by the federal 
government. THE 

STRAITS TIMES (SIN-

GAPORE)/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Malaysia health chief warns 
against easing virus curbs

Mass testing in Metro Manila

The Philippines’ first localised, targeted Covid-19 mass testing began in Metro Manila’s 
Valenzuela City on Saturday. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER
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a
S THE world faces the Covid-
19 pandemic, there are grow-
ing concerns about the 
potential dangers to the 

nation and society which necessitates 
emergency actions. 

The government has convened a team 
of legal experts and the standing com-
mittee of the Council of Ministers to 
draft a law on the Management of the 
Nation in a state of emergency (“State of 
Emergency law” or “SOE law”).

The draft law comprising of five chap-
ters and 12 articles was adopted by the 
National assembly on april 10. it is 
expected to be passed by the Senate 
without major modifications and will 
subsequently be promulgated by the 
head of state within the month itself. 

This law provides for modalities, 
process and conditions for declaring a 
state of emergency, some measures to 
be taken by the government, the report-
ing obligations of the government, and 
sanctions for obstruction and violations 
of government measures. 

While the current Constitution stip-
ulates the notion of a state of emer-
gency, it does not provide a clear defi-
nition for it.

article 22 of the Constitution states 
that: “When the nation faces danger, 
the King shall make a declaration to 
the people putting the nation in a 
state of emergency after receiving 
agreement from the prime Minister 
and the presidents of the National 
assembly and the Senate.” 

article 22 does not define the next 
steps after the King declares a state of 
emergency, especially with regards to 
the roles and responsibilities of the 
government. The term “state of emer-
gency” itself is not defined in any oth-
er existing laws of Cambodia.

However, a state of emergency could 
be reasonably understood as a situa-
tion in which a government is empow-
ered to take the necessary actions or 
impose policies that it would normally 
not be permitted to undertake. 

The Constitution does not offer any 
guidance on the distinction between a 
normal and emergency situation, or 
to what extent the government’s 
action is permissible in taking meas-
ures which could restrict the rights 
and freedom of citizens. 

article 31 of the Constitution pro-
vides that: “The Kingdom of Cambo-
dia shall recognise and respect human 
rights as stipulated in the UN Charter, 
the Universal Declaration of Human 
rights, the covenants and conven-
tions related to human rights...” 

The Constitution protects the rights 
and freedom of Khmer citizens and the 
only possible way to restrict these 
rights and freedom is by the legislative 
act adopted by the National assembly.

article 31, paragraph 3, of the Con-
stitution states that: “The exercise of 
personal rights and freedom by any 
individual shall not adversely affect 
the rights and freedom of others. The 
exercise of such rights and freedom 
shall be in accordance with the law.” 

Thus, without a law allowing the gov-
ernment to impose measures restrict-
ing the rights and freedom of persons, 
the government cannot do so.

Otherwise, the government’s meas-
ures could be invalidated by the com-
petent courts for being ultra vires (in 
violation of) the Constitution and it 
could also be questioned by the 
National assembly.

Under international law, the restric-
tion of rights and freedom of persons 
is also permissible in case of emergen-

cies, for protection of morality, public 
order and general welfare.

article 29 of the Universal Declara-
tion of Human rights states: “2. in the 
exercise of his rights and freedoms, 
everyone shall be subject only to such 
limitations as are determined by law 
solely for the purpose of securing due 
recognition and respect for the rights 
and freedoms of others and of meet-
ing the just requirements of morality, 
public order and the general welfare 
in a democratic society.” 

article 4, paragraph 1 of the interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and political 
rights, states: “1. in times of public 
emergency which threatens the life of 
the nation and the existence of which 
is officially proclaimed, the States par-
ties to the present Covenant may take 
measures derogating from their obli-
gations under the present Covenant to 
the extent strictly required by the exi-
gencies of the situation, provided that 
such measures are not inconsistent 
with their other obligations under 
international law and do not involve 
discrimination solely on the ground of 
race, colour, sex, language, religion or 
social origin.” 

i disagree with some views 
expressed by human rights advocates 
who claim that “[the] proposed emer-
gency powers would obliterate human 
rights” or that “the egregious State of 
Emergency law poses a grave threat 
to human rights in Cambodia”. 

Others claim that “these unprece-
dented powers are wildly dispropor-
tionate and threaten to permanently 
undercut the human rights of every-
one in Cambodia” and “this law 
should be seen for what it is – a 
naked power grab which seeks to 
manipulate the Covid-19 crisis to 
severely undercut the human rights 
of everyone in Cambodia”. 

i observe that the critics seem to 
regurgitate their usual political attacks 
against government measures or poli-

cies. in particular, they aim to criticise 
prime Minister Hun Sen. it looks like 
they assume that the baby will be abu-
sive even before he is born.

But the critics should have reviewed 
the SOE law from a more objective lens 
than just their human right utopia.

it is clear from the perspective of 
local and international law, as men-
tioned earlier, that restrictions on the 
rights and freedom are allowed in cer-
tain cases. 

also, the SOE law is not just appli-
cable in the case of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, but can also be used in any 
state of emergency as defined under 
article 4 of the international Cove-
nant on Civil and political rights. 

Question is, why would the govern-
ment abuse the rights and freedom of 
its citizens in the event of a national 
emergency? 

i believe if the government wants to 
violate its citizens’ rights and freedom, 

it can do better without the SOE law 
because this law sets out required 
procedures and conditions for the 
government to follow. 

in the Cambodian practice, if there 
is no law, the government can impose 
measures at its behest. 

i am aware of cases where the com-
petent courts could revoke or nullify 
any government decision. 

in other words, without the law 
passed by the National assembly, it 
would be the government that has 
unlimited rights and freedoms in 
dealing with its citizens. 

i also concur with the prime minister 
that it is better to have the law in place. 
Even if he does not need to use it now, 
it can be used when it is needed. 

although it was prepared post haste, 
the SOE law was properly drafted by 
the government’s team. 

it contains the necessary conditions 
and criteria to be considered as a fairly 
good law and it reflects the needs of the 
government and National assembly. 

i have reviewed some laws con-
cerning the state of emergency in 
other democratic countries, and i 
believe that Cambodia’s SOE law is 
acceptable. 

Nevertheless, i believe that there are 
some provisions in the SOE law which 
could be improved to make it better. 

For example, it should have some 
explicit requirements for the govern-
ment to prepare proper measures, 
action plans and strategies to deal with 
the danger or emergency situation 
before proposing the King and the pres-
idents of the National assembly and the 
Senate discuss and reach an agreement 
to declare a state of emergency.

Such requirement could be added 
into either articles 3 or 4 of the law as 
a condition before declaring the state 
of emergency. 

The SOE law should also require that 
the government’s power to manage the 
emergency shall meet certain condi-
tions such as urgency, necessity, propor-
tionality, appropriate motivation, tem-
porariness and be non-discriminatory. 

article 5 of the SOE law enumerates 
a list of measures for which the govern-
ment can impose bans or restrictions 
on rights and freedom of citizens. 

But this article does not provide for 
parameters which allow the govern-
ment to suspend the rights and free-
dom of citizens during the emergency. 

This could raise a lot of questions, 
abuses, uncertainty and difficulty in 
its enforcement. 

How can the government justify its 
choices between applying the meas-
ures available to it under existing laws 
in normal situations, and the meas-
ures prescribed under the SOE law in 
case of emergency, and to what extent 
of severity or motivation? 

article 5 allows the government to 
take “any appropriate and necessary 
measures in response to the state of 
emergency”. 

This, on one hand, gives the gov-
ernment flexibility in taking meas-
ures. But on another, it grants the 
government a blank cheque and 
unlimited power which cannot be 
scrutinised by the National assembly 
or competent courts because the 
parameters for determining appro-
priateness and necessity do not exist. 
The government would determine 
this at its discretion. 

i conclude that Cambodia needs the 
SOE law and it is hoped that the 
anomalies i have raised here will be 
looked into and amended at the 
appropriate time.

Opinion
Ly Tayseng

Managing the nation in  
state of emergency 

Ly Tayseng says while it is a fairly good law, it should have some explicit requirements 
for the government to prepare proper measures, action plans and strategies to deal with 
the danger or emergency situation before proposing the King and the presidents of the 
National Assembly and the Senate discuss and reach an agreement to declare a state of 
emergency. HBS Law and HBS notary PuBLic

The only possible way to restrict 
citizens’ rights and freedom is 

by the legislative act adopted by 
the National Assembly

Ly Tayseng is lecturer in law and managing 
partner at HBS Law and HBS Notary Public



EQUIPPED with a mask, gloves 
and tank of disinfectant spray, 
a popular Pristina barber has 
taken his show on the road to 
clip and coif clients who are 
stuck at home under corona-
virus lockdown.

“People are in need,” Driton 
Kameri, a 33-year-old with a 
scruffy beard and fedora said, 
after gearing up for one of his 
home visits. 

“You can shut down hair-
dressers but you cannot order 
hair not to grow. It needs to be 
cut regularly,” he added.

Like most other businesses 
in Pristina, Kameri’s hair salon 
was closed under measures to 
halt the spread of the virus in 
Kosovo, where six people have 
died and more than 200 infec-
tions have been recorded. 

“The virus has no legs. Please, 
do not give it any,” the Institute 
for Public Health has begged, 
with warnings the country’s 
health system could buckle 
under a major outbreak.

In the name of keeping up 

appearances, however, Kameri 
has decided to save his cus-
tomers from attempts to buzz 
their own hair at home.

Now he is making house 
calls – though he does the 
trimming outdoors to mini-
mise the risks.

“I’m not going anywhere 
without disinfectants, my 
facemask and gloves. Before I 
take scissors and comb in my 
hand, I disinfect my clients 
completely from head to toe,” 
he said.

Solidarity 
With more than 40,000 follow-

ers on Instagram, Kameri, known 
to clients as Toni, is something 
of a social media star in Kosovo 
and regularly posts pictures of 
his work on the platform. 

His new hashtag is “Just send 
the location”. 

The cuts cost his standard €5 
($5.50) price, though retirees and 
others struggling financially get 
them for free, he said.

That type of solidarity with the 

poor has become common in 
Pristina during the virus turmoil, 
with one bakery also announc-
ing that “customers who cannot 
afford to pay for bread would be 
given it for free”.

“We will not leave you with-
out bread,” reads a sign posted 
on the window. 

One local health official said 
he couldn’t condone Kameri’s 
new business model given that 
“a stay-at-home order is in 
force.”

But the barber insists his vis-
its are also a way to lighten up 
an otherwise gloomy time and 
fans online have welcomed 
the effort.

“I do it for people who do not 
dare to leave home, but also 
for fun,” Kameri said. 

“We have to relax a bit in this 
depressing situation.” 

Samir, 27, recently got an 
open-air haircut on his lawn.

“I like the idea,” he said. “As 
long as this situation with the 
virus in our country and in the 
world goes on, why not?” afp
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Bikes help New Yorkers ride out coronavirus
W

HEN the US’ 
oldest bike shop 
opened, the 
Spanish flu was 

ravaging New York. More than 
a century later, it’s helping 
residents work and stay sane 
as cycling takes on a vital role 
during the coronavirus pan-
demic.

While almost all stores were 
ordered to close for the Big Ap-
ple’s Covid-19 shutdown, bike 
shops like Bellitte Bicycles were 
deemed essential businesses 
and allowed to stay open.

They have proven a god-
send for New Yorkers need-
ing to commute to hospitals, 
migrant workers delivering 
takeouts and cooped-up resi-
dents desperate to escape 
their cramped apartments for 
some solitary exercise.

“Business has been good 
but it’s also about serving the 
community,” said co-owner 
Sal Bellitte, whose grandfa-
ther opened the shop, situ-
ated in the Jamaica area of 
Queens, in 1918.

As inhabitants skip buses and 
subway trains due to social dis-
tancing and enjoy streets de-
void of usual traffic, bike shops 
are one of the few businesses 
doing a decent trade.

“Business is booming,” said 
29-year-old Paris Correa, who 
recently started working at 
Bike Stop, another outlet in 
Queens. “I was hired because 
the owner knew it was going 
to be crazy.”

residents are getting old 
bikes spruced up or buying 
new ones to compensate for 
canceled Pilates classes and 
closed gyms while delivery 
men stop by to get brakes or 
gears fixed.

Bellitte Bicycles is the old-
est continuously owned bike 

shop in the US, according to 
Bellitte, who is the third gen-
eration of his family to own 
the store.

‘Lifeline’
It opened the year a flu 

pandemic killed about 30,000 
New Yorkers, operated during 
the Great Depression, World 
War Two, the 9/11 attacks 
and Hurricane Sandy, which 
caused devastation in 2012.

“We’ve seen it all. The coro-
navirus pandemic is like com-
ing full circle,” Bellitte, 56, 
said, adding that he thinks this 
is the worst crisis yet “because 

of the uncertainty.”
For many workers, New 

York’s shutdown, which Gov-
ernor Andrew Cuomo ex-
tended until April 29, has 
made them rely on a bicycle 
for the first time. 

Oliver Bucknor – 50 years 
old and originally from the 
Caribbean island of Jamaica 
– lost his job as a van driver 
when the deadly outbreak 
started spreading across the 
city early last month.

He bought an old bike from 
his landlord for $250 and 
brought it into Bellitte’s for a 
tune-up before embarking on 

a new job delivering food.
“A bike is a lifeline for a lot of 

people,” he said. “It allows me 
to keep making a living.”

Other residents are making 
use of Citi Bikes, New York’s 
popular bicycle share scheme, 
which the government has 
temporarily made free to over-
whelmed health care staff.  

Emily rogers, a 27-year-old 
social worker, started cycling 
the half-hour to and from the 
public hospital where she 
works on a Citi Bike after she 
became concerned about us-
ing the subway.

“It’s nice to be outside for 

a little bit and not feel guilty 
about it,” rogers said, add-
ing that she’ll probably stick 
with cycling once New York 
reopens.

Citi Bike has expanded the 
cleaning of its bikes. Staff 
placed at popular docking 
stations disinfect the two-
wheelers when they are re-
turned by customers.

rides increased as the virus 
first started to cause concern 
but they fell once residents 
were ordered to work from 
home later in March.

During the lockdown, the 
most popular docks have 

switched from being outside 
train and bus stations to near 
hospitals, suggesting medi-
cal staff and relatives visiting 
Covid-19 patients are relying 
on Citi Bikes.

Lone riders
“This is not a normal rid-

ership pattern,” a Citi Bikes 
spokesperson said.

For other New Yorkers, cycling 
is a way to stay healthy and kill 
the boredom of a weeks-long 
lockdown, even if it means ped-
alling without friends. 

“It’s good for your body, it’s 
good for your soul, it’s good 
for your mind,” said Peter 
Storey, 64-year-old president 
of the New York Cycle Club.

robin Lester-Kenton, 41, 
needed to get her sons – aged 
seven and five – out of the 
house and has been taking 
advantage of an empty bas-
ketball court in Brooklyn to 
teach them how to cycle.

“There is nothing like a 
magical open space right 
now,” she said.

Doom and gloom abounds 
too, though, as the coronavirus 
cripples bike tour companies, 
with operations halted due to 
the ban on social gathering 
and an absence of tourists. 

John McKee, owner of 
Brooklyn Giro tours, esti-
mates the crisis has put his 
company back two years.

“Last year we were all cel-
ebrating and going out for 
steak dinners. This year it’s 
like we’re all trying to figure 
out food stamps,” he said.

Back at Bellitte Bicycles, 
Bellitte says it will stay open 
for as long as they remain 
healthy themselves. 

“If one of our guys shows 
symptoms we’ll have to 
close.” afp

A woman with her bike stands in front of the North Brooklyn Cycles (NBKC) bike shop in Brooklyn, New York. afp

Travelling barber provides open-air cuts for customers

When the coronavirus shut down Driton Kameri’s hair salon in Kosovo, he took his show on the road. afp 
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Why anne Frank’s diary remains relevant
a 

liFetime ago, a 
Jewish girl confided 
in her diary as she 
spent two years in 

isolation from the outside 
world in a doomed attempt to 
escape mortal danger.

anne Frank, a teenager 
from amsterdam, wrote of 
her hopes, fears and dreams 
as she and her family hid from 
the Nazis in a secret annexe 
behind a canal-side house.

Seventy-five years ago this 
year, after their hiding place 
was discovered, anne died of 
typhus in the Bergen-Belsen 
concentration camp in Ger-
many, aged 15.

But the diary that her father 
published after World War ii 
won a worldwide audience as 
a reminder of the horrors of 
the Holocaust, and remains 
more relevant than ever.

“the most important part of 
the diary is that it offers some 
insight into what it means to 
be human,” ronald leopold, 
executive director of the anne 
Frank House museum in am-
sterdam, said.

“that is exactly why it has re-
mained relevant during the 75 
years after the Second World 
War and why it will remain rele-
vant, i am absolutely convinced, 
for generations to come.”

the “Diary of a Young 
Girl” has become one of the 

world’s most-read books, sell-
ing 30 million copies and be-
ing translated into more than 
70 languages.

But it had humble begin-
nings, as a birthday present 
for the 13-year-old anne.

Born in Frankfurt, she moved 
to the Netherlands aged three 
with her parents Otto and edith 
and her older sister margot to 
escape rising anti-Semitism in 
Hitler’s Germany. 

But in 1940, the Nazis in-
vaded the Netherlands, and 
then stepped up their perse-
cution of the Jews there too.
 
‘She’s their peer’

anne began writing shortly 
before the family went into 
hiding in 1942 in the secret 
annexe that Otto Frank had 
built behind his business 
premises on prinsengracht, 
one of amsterdam’s most 
beautiful canals.

addressing her diary as 
“Dear Kitty”, over the next 
two years she described her 
thoughts and feelings about 
life in isolation with her fam-
ily and the four other Jewish 
people they lived in hiding 
there with.

life in the annexe was hard. 
anne wrote with searing 
honesty about her feelings 
towards its other occupants, 
in particular her difficult rela-

tionship with her mother.
She also harboured serious 

ambitions of being a writer, 
penning stories and starting 
her own book about her ex-
periences.

through it all, there re-

mains the voice of a school-
girl examining her place in 
the world – just like today’s 
young people, says leopold.

“She’s their peer. they rec-
ognise her voice, what she 
was thinking of, what she was 
doing when she was strug-
gling with her relationship 
with her mother,” he said.

the last entry was on au-
gust 1, 1944. three days later, 
German agents raided the 
house.

there are several theories 
about why, including that 
the Franks were betrayed by 
neighbours or because of 
black market activities in the 
warehouse below, but as leo-
pold says “it’s all unsubstanti-
ated, so we don’t know.”

the Franks were transport-
ed by train to the auschwitz 
concentration camp – but 
were split up and anne and 
margot were sent to Belsen.
Both sisters contracted ty-
phus and anne is believed to 
have died sometime in Febru-
ary 1945, two months before 
allied troops liberated Belsen 
on april 15.

after the war, Otto Frank re-
turned to amsterdam to find 
his wife and daughters dead 
and the house stripped. 

in all, only 38,000 of the 
140,000 Jews who lived in the 
Netherlands survived the Ho-
locaust – one of the highest 
percentages of any european 
nation, and a lasting shame 
for the country which only 
this year issued the first gov-
ernment apology.

But the diary had been 
saved by miep Gies, one of 
the people who had helped 
those in the secret annexe.

after several rejections, 
it was published in 1947 in 
Dutch, said leopold, although 
it did not become the phe-
nomenon it is now until it was 
finally published in english in 
the US in 1952.

Over the years further re-
search into the papers has re-
vealed different sides to anne. 

passages about her sexual-
ity as well as edith Frank that 
Otto Frank had edited out of 
the original version were re-
stored in later editions.

the diary’s immediacy 

means it has kept its rele-
vance, especially in the “chal-
lenging times that we live in 
2020” with the “rise of nation-
alism, the rise of the extreme 
right wing,” said leopold.

“What was done to anne 
Frank was the work of human 
beings, and i think it’s impor-
tant to learn about that.”

the anne Frank House – 
which is currently closed to 
the public because of the 
coronavirus but continues its 
educational programmes – is 
now focused on communi-
cating her legacy for the next 
75 years, as memories of the 
Holocaust fade.

that can be a challenge, 
leopold admitted, with 
younger social media ob-
sessed visitors seemingly as 
interested in taking selfies as 
in history.

But, he said, that interest 
in her story was “increas-
ing rather than decreasing”, 
with half of the anne Frank 
House’s 1.3 million visitors a 
year being aged under 30.

“it’s a mirror to us,” said 
leopold. afp

auction sells handwritten 
Hey Jude lyrics for $910,000
a SHeet of paper bearing paul 
mcCartney’s handwritten lyr-
ics to Hey Jude sold for $910,000 
in an online auction held on 
Friday to mark the 50th anni-
versary of the Beatles’ historic 
split.

the document penned by 
mcCartney and used during 
the 1968 london recording of 
the classic song at trident Stu-
dios was sold for more than 
five times its pre-sale esti-
mate.

California-based Julien’s 
auctions shifted its sale of 
some 250 Beatles memora-
bilia online due to the corona-
virus pandemic, with fans 
around the world bidding for 
guitars, rare vinyl and auto-

graphed items.
Friday marks exactly half a 

century since an interview 
given by mcCartney sealed the 
acrimonious end of the “Fab 
Four”, widely considered one 
of the most influential bands 
in history.

asked if he foresaw a time 
when his prolific songwriting 
partnership with fellow Beatle 
John lennon would restart, his 
blunt reply – “no” – spoke for 
itself.

mcCartney wrote Hey Jude 
after an earlier split – lennon’s 
divorce from first wife Cynthia 
following his affair with Japa-
nese artist Yoko Ono.

the song was composed to 
comfort lennon’s son Julian 

during his parents’ break-up, 
and was initially titled Hey 
Jules.

the handwritten document 
sold on Friday contains partial 
lyrics along with annotations 
including the word “break” 
used to aid the song’s record-
ing.

Other items included a 
drumhead with the Beatles’ 
logo used during their first US 
tour gig in 1964, sold for 
$200,000, and a handwritten 
shooting script page for the 
Hello, Goodbye music video in 
1967, fetching $83,200.

a brass ashtray used by rin-
go Starr at the abbey road 
recordings in the 1960s earned 
$32,500. afp

A memorial stone for Margot Frank and Anne Frank on the grounds of the former prisoner-of-war and concentration camp Bergen-Belsen. Anne 
is believed to have died sometime in February 1945, two months before Allied troops liberated Belsen on April 15. afp 

The Beatles‘ Paul McCartney wrote his famous Hey Jude in 1968. afp

The diary penned by the young Dutch girl under Nazi occupation and published 75 years ago continues to be a 
reminder of the tragedy of the Holocaust. afp



Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Meet defeat
  5 Grains used in distilling
 10 Tries for a title
 14 “Layla” singer Clapton
 15 Cornhusker State hub
 16 More than just suspicious of
 17 College studies, collectively
 20 Many dull speakers
 21 Wager
 22 Pub option
 23 Common conjunction
 24 Damascus native
 27 Require
 29 Gushes
 32 “Four score and seven years ___ 

...”
 33 Dos Passos trilogy
 36 Breathes life into
 38 Trying to impress people,  

in a way
 41 Informal talk
 42 Nightmarish street, in film
 43 Sphere, to Shelley
 44 Priestess in Bizet’s “The Pearl  

Fishers”
 46 Stable staples
 50 Participates in the Tour de 

France
 52 Old PC monitor
 55 Solemn promise
 56 Cinnabar, for one
 57 Two-person conversation
 60 Baja peninsula
 63 Actress Faris
 64 Lionhearted
 65 Em, to Dorothy
 66 Confused condition
 67 Less loony
 68 Wooden legs
DOWN
  1 “Brothers” who failed on Wall 

Street
  2 Baltimore blackbird
  3 Contract accepter
  4 It may bounce off the wall
  5 Definitely no Einstein
  6 Makes right
  7 Stow, as cargo
  8 Therefore
  9 Pouchlike part
 10 Campaign target
 11 Begin
 12 Eisenhower’s command, for 

short
 13 “___ of the Pink Panther”
 18 Logan Airport abbr.

 19 Utterly terrible
 24 Sows and boars
 25 Eras
 26 Thumbs-down votes
 28 Some folk acts
 30 Discussion group
 31 Celebrated twin
 34 Bee contestant
 35 ___-ski
 37 Mortar rounds
 38 Venture
 39 Steam bath followers,sometimes
 40 Namath’s Super Bowl
 41 Police officer
 45 Like some medicinal ingredients
 47 Madison or Pennsylvania
 48 Hauling around, as a large shop-

ping bag
 49 Casual wear
 51 Regions
 53 Direct (to)
 54 Chinese “way”
 57 Butler’s home, for a time
 58 Flair
 59 Pebble Beach hazard
 60 On the ___ (fleeing)
 61 First digit a toddler is taught, 

often
 62 Its logo features an eye

“MOVE DOWN!” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution
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Tiger’s bid for 
18 hits rough 
patch as virus 
delays majors
O

NE year after Tiger 
Woods reignited 
his chase for golf’s 
record 18 major 

wins with an amazing Masters 
victory, the coronavirus pan-
demic has become the latest 
obstacle to his historic chase.

Woods would have been 
defending his 15th career ma-
jor title and seeking a record-
tying sixth green jacket this 
week at augusta National had 
the deadly virus outbreak not 
halted sports worldwide.

“Somehow it all came to-
gether for one magical week,” 
Woods said in February. “Just 
an amazing week.”

But this year’s 84th Masters 
was postponed to November 
12-15, the British Open was can-
celled, the US Open was delayed 
from June to September and the 
pGa Championship was moved 

from May to august.
“There are a lot more impor-

tant things in life than a golf 
tournament right now,” Woods 
tweeted last month. “We need 
to be safe, smart and do what 
is best for ourselves, our loved 
ones and our community.”

Woods electrified augusta 
last april with his first final-
round comeback major tri-
umph, his first major title 
since 2008 putting him three 
shy of the all-time record set 
by Jack Nicklaus.

“He’s got me shaking in my 
boots,” Nicklaus said last april.

Woods, 44, will have plenty 
of rest time for his surgically 
repaired back before a No-
vember Masters and even a 
bit more rest from the pGa 
Championship to the US 
Open if both are played as 
now scheduled.

“i have to listen to my body 
and properly rest when need-
ed,” Woods tweeted in March.

But Father Time is a grow-
ing factor. Only eight men 
have won a major beyond 

their 44th birthday, none 
more than once.

Nicklaus is the most recent 
with his 1986 Masters triumph 
at 46 while the late Julius Boros 
was the oldest major winner at 
48 at the 1968 pGa.

“One of the hardest things 
to accept as an older athlete 
is that you’re not going to be 
as consistent as you were at 
23,” Woods said in July.

“i’m going to have my hot 
weeks. i’m going to be there 
in contention with a chance 
to win and i will win. But 
there are times when i’m just 
not going to be there.”

Tiger yearns for Tokyo
Meanwhile, a host of rivals 

are in their prime, including 
rory Mcilroy, who can com-
plete a career Grand Slam at 
an autumn Masters.

“i think this scheduling will be 
to rory’s favour,” Nicklaus told 
Golf Channel. “He seems to play 
better in the fall. He has won the 
Tour Championship a couple 
times, played in [nearby] atlan-
ta, very similar conditions.”

Woods is 11th in the world 
golf rankings, and just seventh 

among americans. Only the 
top four will qualify for the US 
2021 Tokyo Olympics squad.

“Olympic gold medal would 
be a hell of a feat,” Woods has 
said. “First i need to qualify. 
it would be exciting if i got a 
chance to represent the United 
States in the Olympic Games.”

in coming years, Woods 
would see courses besides au-
gusta National where he has 
won majors before, including 
the 2021 US Open at Torrey 
pines, a layout where his eight 
titles include the 2008 US Open, 
and the British Open in 2022 at 
St andrews, where Woods has 
twice won the Claret Jug.

His first chance to pass Boros 
as the oldest major winner 
could be the 2024 pGa Cham-
pionship at Valhalla, where 
Woods won the 2000 pGa.

Woods’s fifth Masters green 
jacket completed a fairy-tale 
comeback for the superstar 
who underwent spinal fusion 
surgery in april of 2017.

“i could barely walk. i 
couldn’t sit. Couldn’t lay 
down. i really couldn’t do 
much of anything,” Woods 
said of the decision to have 

surgery. “i had the procedure 
on my back, which gave me 
a chance at having a nor-
mal life. Then all of a sud-
den, i realised i could actu-
ally swing a golf club again.” 

‘Took a lot out of me’
But after his Masters win 

Woods missed the cut at the 
pGa and British and was 21st 
at the US Open.

“Getting myself into posi-
tion to win the Masters, it 
took a lot out of me,” Woods 
acknowledged.

By November, Woods was 
on form again, winning the 
Zozo Championship in Ja-
pan for his 82nd career US 
pGa Tour title, matching Sam 
Snead’s all-time record.

in December, player-cap-
tain Woods led a US victory at 
the presidents Cup in austra-
lia. a month later he shared 
ninth at Torrey pines.

But he slid to 68th at riviera 
in February in his most recent 
start, back pain preventing 
him from playing in the play-
ers Championship, which was 
halted after 18 holes by virus 
concerns. afp

Tiger Woods,44, hopes to catch Jack Nicklaus’ record 18 major wins, but the coronavirus has put professional golf on hold. Only eight men have 
won a major beyond their 44th birthday, none more than once. getty images/afp

Woods needed a final-round comeback to win his fifth green jacket at the 2019 Masters Tournament in 
Augusta, Georgia. getty images/afp

Colby Cave had been placed into a medically-induced coma on Thurday after doctors removed a colloid cyst. 
getty images/afp

Oilers mourn Colby Cave, 
dead at 25 from brain bleed
EDMONTON Oilers centre 
Colby Cave has died aged just 
25 after suffering bleeding in 
his brain, his family and the 
NHl team said on Saturday.

Cave had been placed into a 
medically-induced coma at a 
Toronto hospital on Thursday 
after doctors removed a col-
loid cyst which was causing 
the bleed.

“it is with great sadness to 
share the news that our Colby 
Cave passed away early this 
morning,” his family said in a 
statement on the Oilers’ web-
site.

“We thank everyone for their 
prayers during this difficult 
time.”

His wife Emily had said on 
Thursday that because of 

coronavirus restrictions, the 
family had not been able to 
visit Cave in hospital.

“Colby was a terrific team-
mate with great character, 
admired and liked everywhere 
he played,” said Oilers chair-
man Bob Nicholson.

NHl legend and fellow 
Canadian Wayne Gretzky 
wrote on Twitter: “He was a 
wonderful hockey player with 
a bright future, but an even 
better person. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with his wife 
Emily and his entire family.”

Boston Bruins forward Jake 
DeBrusk was a teammate of 
Cave’s in junior hockey.

“it is hard to put into words,” 
DeBrusk said. 

“i was lucky to play junior 

hockey with Colby. He was our 
captain and leader. He was an 
amazing person, player and 
friend.”

Six months ago Cave got into 
a on-ice fight with Martin pop-
isil, knocking the Slovakian 
forward out cold with a right 
hand. 

instead of celebrating his 
victory he immediately showed 
concern for pospisil by franti-
cally waving to the players’ 
bench to alert one of the team 
doctors.

The next day, Cave sent a text 
message to pospisil wishing 
him a “speedy recovery”.

in four NHl seasons with the 
Oilers and Bruins, Cave scored 
four goals and made five 
assists in 67 games. afp
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CElTiC players and coach Neil len-
non have taken a “significant reduc-
tion” in wages to help the club with 
the financial cost of the coronavirus, 
the Scottish champions announced 
on Friday.

lennon and the entire first-team 
squad, as well as several members of 
Celtic’s backroom and executive staff, 
agreed to the cut to defer “a signifi-
cant proportion of their earnings” 
between april and June.

“i would like to pay tribute to Neil 
and the players for their desire to play 
their part,” Celtic CEO peter lawwell 
said in a statement.

“i am also grateful to my own exec-
utive team for the commitment they 

have devoted to this outcome in very 
difficult working circumstances.”

Celtic, chasing a ninth successive 
league title, were 13 points clear at the 
top of the Scottish premiership when 
domestic action was postponed.

The Hoops posted profits of £24 
million ($29.9 million) for the final 
six months of last year.

“We are well aware of the econom-
ic realities and are very willing to play 
our part in recognising them,” len-
non said.

“We also know that many within 
society, including our own support, 
are facing distress and, in some cases, 
tragedy. 

“Everyone at Celtic Football Club, 

including the players and my own 
backroom team, expresses our appre-
ciation of the work being done by 
NHS staff, and all who are providing 
vital public services at this time.”

Celtic’s arch rival rangers 
announced this week that coaches, 
players and directors would take a 
three-month wage deferral.

amid widespread criticism, the 
majority of England’s premier league 
clubs have so far been unable to agree 
on wage cuts and deferrals despite 
talks involving the players’ union.

Southampton became the first pre-
mier league team whose players and 
staff agreed to defer part of their 
salaries this week. AFP

Following loss, Federer says 
he can still win Grand Slams
i

NJUrY-HiT roger Federer 
said on Thursday he had 
no plans to retire and in-
sisted he was still in good 

enough shape to win Grand 
Slams after crashing out of the 
australian Open semi-finals to 
Novak Djokovic.

The 38-year-old fell to the 
Serb 7-6 (7/1), 6-4, 6-3, ad-
mitting he only had “a three 
per cent” chance as he nursed 
a groin injury picked up in 
his quarter-final epic against 
Tennys Sandgren, where he 
saved seven match points.

Despite the disappoint-
ment, the Swiss great believes 
he is still a force to be reck-
oned with.

“Yes, i do believe that,” the 
world No3 said, when asked 
he if he was confident about 
adding to his 20 Grand Slam 
titles.

“i think by having the year that 
i had last year, also with what i 
have in my game, how i’m play-
ing, i do feel that, yeah.”

Federer, who reached last 
year’s roland Garros semi-
finals and lost a five-set Wim-
bledon final to Djokovic, said 
he hopes to return to Mel-
bourne in 2021 for a crack at 
a seventh title.

“You never know what the 
future holds. Especially my 
age, you don’t know,” he said. 

“i’m confident. i’m happy 
how i’m feeling, to be honest. i 
got through a good, nice train-
ing block. No plans to retire. 

“From that standpoint, we’ll 
see how the year goes, how 
everything is with the family. 
We’ll go from there. Of course, 
i hope to be back.”

Federer was seen around 
Melbourne park before the 

match with tape on his upper 
right leg and there were even 
rumours that he might pull out 
of the Djokovic showdown. 

But that is not in the 38-
year-old’s nature – he has 
only ever given up walkovers 
four times in his long career, 
and never retired from any of 
his more than 1,500 matches 
over two decades.

Federer said he took a day off 
after the Sandgren match and 
barely warmed up for Djok-
ovic, but felt he was in good 
enough shape to at least give 
the Serb a run for his money.

“Today was horrible, to go 
through what i did. Nice en-
trance, nice sendoff, and in be-
tween is one to forget because 
you know you have a three per 
cent chance to win,” he said. 

“it’s frustrating. [But] i don’t 
think i would have gone on 

court if i felt like i had no 
chance to win. i was still being 
able to make a match out of it.”

Federer said the injury did 
not appear to be serious.

“i’m very happy that i don’t 
feel any worse than when i 
started. That’s super-encour-
aging. So i think we’ll go from 
there and we’ll see if i need to 
do another scan or not,” said 
the tennis legend.

Djokovic said he had “huge 
respect” for the resilient 
Federer’s record of never re-
tiring from a match.

“i did have retirements 
throughout my career. i know 
how it feels when you’re hurt 
on the court,” he said.

“it’s an amazing fact that he 
has never retired his match, 
not a single match, through-
out his career. Huge respect 
for that.” AFP

Sponsors worried 
about dwindling 
returns on football
WiTH stadiums dark, match 
shirts folded in closets and 
most players confined at 
home, football’s sponsors have 
lost all visibility and are grow-
ing restless.

European clubs are strug-
gling to offer their ‘partners’ a 
return on their investments as 
sport grapples with the coro-
navirus pandemic.

“We’re trying to do activities 
with our players for our spon-
sors, who are even more 
demanding since the lock-
down. But it’s very compli-
cated because of the health 
crisis,” one club marketing 
manager said.

The stars, the surest way for 
sponsors to attract an audi-
ence, are at home, many back 
in their native countries.

Worse, there are no games 
for them to play. Matches on 
TV display the brands on the 
team jerseys or around the 
pitch to millions of viewers.

at West Ham, one of the 
sponsors, high-risk finance 
company Basset & Gold, which 
the club stresses is not con-
nected with owner David Gold, 
has just gone bankrupt, blam-
ing the coronavirus crisis.

Many sponsors are in sectors 
hit especially hard, such as air-
lines and hotel and restaurant 
chains.

Some sponsors are begin-
ning to cancel payments.

“it’s quite obvious that having 
no more events, everything has 
to be suspended, it seems so 
logical to me. it’s a case of force 
majeure,” Marc Vanhove, the 
boss of the Bistro regent res-
taurant chain, which sponsors 
the Bordeaux shirt, said.

The Bordeaux-based chain 
suspended its contract, which 
runs until 2023, he said, “until 
we have the dates for the 
resumption”.

French hotel group accor, 
pSG’s main sponsor, left open 
the question of whether it 
would pay the full amount 
provided for in its contract 
(about $54.7 million a year), 
before saying two days later 
that it had honoured its com-
mitments.

“When you’re a sponsor, you 
want visibility,” accor CEO 
Sebastien Bazin told French 
radio. 

“But at the same time, it’s in 
bad times that you recognise 
your friends and those who are 
there for you.”

Sponsors can say overnight 
“we’re stopping everything 
because we’re in an emergency 
situation where we have to 
eliminate all the superfluous 
expenditure”, sports economist 
Jean-pascal Gayant said. AFP

Scottish champs Celtic agree to ‘significant’ wage cut

Following a straight-set loss at the Australian open, Roger Federer dismisses retirement questions. AFP

Manchester United general manager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer holds up the 
team’s Chevrolet-sponsored jersey. AFP

Celtic players and their coach have agreed to defer their salaries. AFP
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