
Niem Chheng

PRIME Minister Hun Sen on 
Tuesday announced the 
postponement of the Khmer 
New Year holidays as the 
Kingdom seeks to contain 
the Covid-19 pandemic. Hun 
Sen said the government will 
instead make up for it with a 
five-day holiday at an appro-
priate time.

“I’ve chosen to suspend the 
Khmer New Year holidays. 
Those in the public and pri-
vate sectors are required to 
work as usual. Workplaces 
are the safest places now,” he 
said during a press confer-
ence at the Peace Palace in 
Phnom Penh.

“If people are allowed to 
travel around, the country 
could be at its greatest risk 
after the Khmer New Year.

“So please understand the 
difficulties the country is fac-
ing now. It’s not just the gov-
ernment that is facing hard-
ship. It’s the people who will 
suffer the most.

“So far, only one head of 
state has been in the inten-
sive care unit [for Covid-19] 
– it’s British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson,” he said.

Elaborating on his deci-

sion, Hun Sen said staying 
put is the best option in pre-
venting the virus’ spread.

“What’s the point of spend-
ing the three-day holiday in 
your hometown when people 
suspect each other of carry-
ing Covid-19?

“Those in the countryside 
are afraid of contracting the 
virus from city dwellers, and 
you are scared of getting 
infected while visiting the 
countryside too. So it’s best 
to stay in one place,” he 
said.

Hun Sen urged people to 
cut down travel to their 
hometowns and other rec-
reational areas to avoid trans-
mitting the virus from one 
place to another.

The prime minister said 
another reason to suspend 
the holidays, which were 
scheduled from April 14-16, 
was the apparent apathy 
among the public.

He said the people have 
noticeably become less afraid 
of the virus and began to 
travel more on the road, 
causing traffic congestion.

“I think they are less wor-
ried because first, the number 
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P
RIME Minister Hun 
Sen said the draft law 
aiming to place the 
Kingdom in a state of 

emergency amid the Covid-19 
pandemic is likely to be 
approved after the Khmer New 
Year, though he said there is a 
slim chance of enforcement 
given the current situation.

Speaking during a press con-

ference at the Peace Palace in 
Phnom Penh on Tuesday, he 
said the bill has to be passed 
by the two legislative bodies 
and reviewed by the Consti-
tutional Council before being 
promulgated by the King.

The draft law is being re-
viewed by the National As-
sembly’s (NA) two specialised 
commissions, which will send 
it back to the NA’s Standing 
Committee before putting it up 

for deliberation and approval 
during its plenary session.

Hun Sen said the NA will 
hold its plenary session on 
Friday. After passing the bill, 
the NA will send it to the 
Senate for deliberation. The 
prime minister said it may 
take the latter a week to ap-
prove the draft law – or lon-
ger if the Senate delays its 
session during the Khmer 
New Year next week.

Once approved, the bill will 
be sent to the Constitutional 
Council for review. 

“Now [Tuesday] it’s April 7, 
Friday is April 10, when [the 
draft law] is approved by the 
National Assembly. April 13-16 
is Khmer New Year. So, I pre-
dict the bill will become law 
after the New Year,” he said.

However, Hun Sen stressed 
that the likelihood of enforc-
ing it is only 0.1 per cent as he 

was over 99 per cent sure that 
the Kingdom can contain the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

The Ministry of Health on 
Tuesday confirmed one more 
infection, bringing the total re-
ported in the Kingdom to 115. 
Of the number, 58 have been 
discharged from hospital.

The latest case was found 
in a 27-year-old Vietnamese
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Angkor makeover continues 
unabated despite virus threat
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PM: Law likely next week World in 
need of 
another 
6M nurses

Khmer New 
Year holidays 
postponed

AS COVID-19 captures global 
headlines, the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) warned on 
Tuesday that the world needs 
nearly six million nurses.

The UN’s health agency along 
with partners Nursing Now and 
the International Council of 
Nurses (ICN) underscored in a 
report the crucial role played 
by nurses, who make up more 
than half of all health workers 
worldwide.

“Nurses are the backbone of 
any health system,” WHO chief 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
said in a statement.

“Today, many nurses find 
themselves on the frontline in 
the battle against Covid-19,” he 
noted, adding that it was vital 
they “get the support they need 
to keep the world healthy”. 

The report said that there are 
just under 28 million nurses on 
the planet. In the five years 
leading up to 2018, the number 
grew by 4.7 million.

“But this still leaves a global 
shortfall of 5.9 million,” the 
WHO said, pointing out that 
the greatest gaps were in poor-
er countries in Africa, south-
east Asia, the Middle East and 
parts of South America.

The report urged countries 
to identify gaps in their nurs-
ing workforce and invest in 
nursing education, jobs and 
leadership.

ICN chief executive Howard 
Catton told a virtual briefing 
that infection rates, medica-
tion errors and mortality rates 
“are all higher where there are 
too few nurses”.

In fighting the pandemic, Mary 
Watkins, who co-chaired the 
report for Nursing Now, called 
for urgent investment in virus 
tests for healthcare workers.

“We have a very high propor-
tion of healthcare workers not 
going to work because they’re 
afraid that they’ve been infect-
ed and that they can’t prove 
that they have not got the infec-
tion – or that they’ve had it, and 
they’re over it,” she said. AFP

peril lurks
Cambodian self Help demining (CsHd) officers on sunday removed 17 active unexploded 
ordnances (uXOs) from a plantation in preah Vihear province. CMAC sTORY > 3
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woman who left Svay Rieng 
province’s Bavet town on 
March 2. She returned to Cam-
bodia on March 10.

“Cambodia is not in an 
emergency situation, but 
we need to have this law in 
hand,” Hun Sen said, adding 
that he would not wish to use 
it as it would undermine civil 
rights and economic growth.

The law also has many side 
effects, he said without elab-
orating.

“When the situation gets out 
of control, we will need to en-
force it. No questions asked. If, 
for instance, the government 
bans mass gatherings because 
it could transmit the disease 
and you don’t comply, then we 
will have to enforce it,” he said.

The draft law was approved 
by the Council of Ministers’ 
Standing Committee last 
Tuesday. Consisting of five 
chapters and 11 articles, it 
stipulates a maximum 10-
year imprisonment for any-
one caught breaking it.

The bill sets out formalities, 
procedures and terms for a dec-
laration of a state of emergency 
if the country runs into danger. 
It aims to maintain national 
security and public order, lives 
and public health, properties 
and the environment.

The draft law has drawn 
some criticism among civil 
society organisations.

On Monday, four NGOs – Civ-
icus, Forum-Asia, Frontline De-
fenders and Civil Rights Defend-
ers – said they were concerned 
about the bill’s “draconian pro-

visions”. They claimed it would 
provide unfettered power to the 
executive, thereby undermin-
ing fundamental freedoms with 
no defined endpoint.

“The government must im-
mediately revise the draft law 
to bring it in line with inter-
national human rights laws 
and standards.

“If not, these emergency pow-
ers will be used as yet another 
weapon in Cambodia’s legal 
arsenal to quash dissent, stifle 
critics and silence human rights 
defenders,” the NGOs said.
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Kim Sarom

A SEN Sok district police offi-
cer will be sent to the phnom 
penh Municipal Court on 
April 8 after he was arrested 
for killing his ex-wife and se-
riously injuring his daughter 
in phnom penh Thmey com-
mune on Monday. 

phnom penh municipal po-
lice’s Serious Crimes Bureau 
chief Heng Sophea said on 
Tuesday that authorities were 
questioning Chea Chan Bora, 
a Sen Sok district police officer, 
for shooting dead his ex-wife. 

“The case falls under Sen 
Sok district, but it sent the 
suspect to me out of fear of 
what will happen when the 
suspect is also a policeman in 
that district,” Sophea said.

The victim, So pov Morokot, 
39, lived in a rented room in 
Stung Meanchey commune, 
Meanchey district and died 
on the way to the hospital 
while her seven-year-old 
daughter sustained serious 
injuries in the shooting and 
was sent to the Kantha Bopha 
Children’s Hospital. 

Sen Sok district police chief 
Hour Meng Vang said the sus-
pect was detained by authori-
ties at Kien Svay district, in 
Kandal province, several hours 
after he carried out the shoot-
ing. After being detained, 
authorities sent him to the 
phnom penh municipal police 
office around midnight.

prum Samnang, the police 
chief of Kien Svay district, 
where the suspect had escaped 
to, told The Post that the offi-
cers who took part in detaining 
him included those from the 
Ministry of Interior’s Criminal 
police Department, phnom 
penh municipal police office, 
and Sen Sok district police.

He said the reason the sus-
pect escaped to his district 
was that his mother and older 
sister lived there. He drove a 
motorbike there and hid at his 
mother’s house. Once he knew 
the situation was not good, he 

went to his older sister’s house 
at 11 pm on April 6. The au-
thorities detained him there.

“Authorities asked for the 
reason behind the shooting, 
and the suspect replied that 
they [the police] did not know 
the situation in his family,” 
Samnang said.

According to a Sen Sok dis-
trict police officer who request-
ed anonymity, the incident 
happened around 8pm on 
Monday on St 1086, in phnom 
penh’s Thmei commune.

The suspect was seen rid-
ing a motorbike following 
the victim and her daughter 
who were in a lexus, driven 
by a man. The suspect shot 
four bullets. One hit the vic-
tim and she died on the way 
to Calmette Hospital. His 
daughter was seriously in-
jured in the attack.

The driver told authori-
ties after the incident that 
he had driven the victim and 
her three kids (two sons and a 
daughter) to her sister’s house 
as she wanted to take some 
things there.

The suspect’s older sister 
said he was angry with his ex-
wife for a long time for having 
a relationship with the driver.

She said he used to tell her 
that he would kill the man if 
his ex-wife continued the re-
lationship, and she assumed 
that the driver was the target 
and not the victim.

policeman kills 
ex-wife in drive-by 

Emergency will undermine civil rights

Silk industry faces collapse
Hin Pisei

T
HE silk weaving and 
krama industry is 
currently collapsing, 
sparking deep con-

cerns among business insiders.
Krama, the ubiquitous che-

quered scarves in silk and cot-
ton, usually see a boom in the 
days leading up to the Khmer 
New Year festivities as rising 
demand keep the weaving in-
dustry busy.

The year 2564 will begin on 
April 14 at 8:48pm with Khmer 
New Year festivities being from 
April 14-16, according to the 
Khmer Chhankitek Calendar.

During the season, people 
typically buy woven silk, solid-
coloured silk skirts and other 
cuts of fabric for family mem-
bers to use in the New Year. 
However, the Covid-19 spread 
has halted this year’s orders.

Chen Sopheap, the founder 
and managing director of Keiy 
Tambanh Khmer, a manufac-
turer of traditional Cambo-
dian silk-based products, told 
The Post that her sales have 
taken a sharp dive.

In previous years, vendors 
and weavers kept busy during 
the festive season, but activity 
has fallen.

“Sales during the days before 
Khmer New Year are about 80 

per cent lower than in the same 
period last year,” said Sopheap.

She said she could normally 
sell between 400-500 pieces of 
woven cloth in the month lead-
ing up to Khmer New Year.

“But sales started to decline 
at the beginning of the year. It 
has only gotten worse as the 
Covid-19 outbreak has be-
come more severe in the last 
few weeks,” she said.

Due to the slump in demand, 
production has hit the brakes, 
she said. The drop in sales has 
led to her laying off members 
of her weaving group for more 

than three weeks.
San Vannary, the owner of 

Silk House, which sells souve-
nirs and silk products, said the 
crisis has brought her business 
to a standstill, as most of her 
customers are foreign tourists.

“This has been the most 
trying period, with many 
products left in stock despite 
trying to sell them online,” 
said Vannary.

If the crisis persists, she said, 
her situation will become 
dire. She urged the authori-
ties and financial institutions 
to look into more favourable 

loan policies for the King-
dom’s struggling small- and 
medium-sized businesses.

looking to an entrepreneur-
ial solution to their plight, 
both Vannary and Sopheap 
have transformed their un-
sold products into masks as 
well as home items for daily 
use – such as pillows and dec-
orations – in line with demand 
during the health crisis.

In doing so, the shops can 
remain afloat with minimal 
layoffs and financial losses.

The owner of a garment shop 
in the capital’s Sen Sok district, 
Choen Sophea, said orders had 
slowed to a trickle this year.

This, he said, is in stark 
contrast with previous years, 
in which he had been forced 
to set a cut-off date for orders 
as he could not fulfil them by 
Khmer New Year.

“By this time last year, I had 
stopped receiving orders from 
clients as there was no time to 
tailor them,” he said.

Cambodian silk production 
accounts for only one per cent 
of domestic consumption, 
while imports account for 99 
per cent, equivalent to more 
than 400 tonnes per year.

The Kingdom imports most 
of its silk from China, the Na-
tional Silk Strategy Report 
2016-2020 said.

In previous years, silk vendors and weavers kept busy as the holidays 
approached, but activity has fallen. hong menea

Chea Chan Bora allegedly killed 
his ex-wife and injured his daughter 
in a drive-by attack. facebook
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of infections is low. Second, they 
think they will recover after an 
infection anyway.

“it’s different from being hit by a 
bullet or being in a [fatal] traffic 
accident when you instantly drop 
[dead].

“Or maybe because i previously 
told them not to worry too much 
about Covid-19. if this is the case, 
now i tell you to take it seriously. So 
please be scared and turn your fear 
into self-protection,” he said.

Hun Sen said the government is 
taking three important measures to 
contain the pandemic, one of which 
is to prevent the virus from being 
imported into the Kingdom.   

To this end, he said the authorities 
are tracking the influx of Cambodian 
migrant workers from Thailand. So 
far more than 60,000 migrants have 
returned to the country, though he 
said none of them have endangered 
public health in their communities.

Hun Sen called on Cambodians 
working legally in Thailand to 
remain there and the authorities to 
facilitate the return of undocument-
ed workers. He instructed them to 
conduct medical checks and trans-
port them home.

To prevent imported cases of infec-
tion, the prime minister also post-
poned the return of 150 Cambodians 
from Malaysia on Tuesday.

The second measure, he said, is to 
prevent the virus’ spread at home. To 
tackle this, the government has ordered 
the closure of schools and other public 
venues, and the cessation of mass gath-
erings, be they for entertainment or 
religious purposes.

Hun Sen noted that while pagodas, 
churches and mosques remain open, 
worship should be conducted at home 
or the monks’ living quarters.

The third measure, he said, is to cure 
Covid-19 patients to prevent transmis-
sion of the disease to others. He said the 
Kingdom’s virus tally remains relatively 
low because the government has accu-
rately analysed the situation with quick 
response mechanisms in place.

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

a 19-YEar-OlD woman, phuong 
Chhaly, was killed by a lightning 
strike on Monday night while 
planting cassava with her family in 
O’andong commune’s Thnal Keng 
village, in pailin province’s Sala Krao 
district.

More than 10 houses were also dam-
aged in the commune, while in Siem 
reap province, nearly 20 homes were 
all but destroyed in the same storm.

Sala Krao district inspector ry Dara 
confirmed to The Post on Tuesday 
that a rainstorm with strong winds 
and lightning occurred at Thnal Keng 

village on Monday night, with the fa-
tal lightning strike hitting a spot near 
the village’s Krabao stream.

Dara said Chhaly was from lvea 
commune’s Boeung Samrong village in 
Battambang province’s Bavel district.

Before the incident, he said she 
and her family were planting cas-
sava, which they planned to sell.

“as her family confirmed when the 
rain fell, she and her family did not 
stop to find a safe place to shelter.

“instead, they continued planting 
during the storm as they wanted to 
plant the crop earlier than scheduled. 
Unfortunately, Chhaly was struck by 
lightning that evening,” Dara said.

Dara also confirmed that the hous-
es of 13 residents in O’andong com-
mune were blown apart by the storm.

in Siem reap province’s Srei Snam, 
Moung, Brei, and Klaing Hay districts, 
19 houses and a farmer’s tractor were 
severely damaged by Monday’s storm, 
said Srei Snam district police chief Un 
Sros.

He said the homes only had mini-
mal roofing installed. Four of the 
19 homes collapsed completely, six 
suffered moderate damage, and the 
tractor was crushed by one of the 
houses that collapsed.

“However, no one was killed or in-
jured in the incident,” he said.

He said 19 homes were damaged 
during a storm last Thursday in Tram 
Sasar and Chroy Neang Nuon districts, 
but the damage wasn’t as severe.

On Tuesday, the Ministry of Water 
resources and Meteorology warned 
that low-pressure systems were still af-
fecting Cambodia and issued a weath-
er warning for april 8-14 predicting 
rain, strong winds and lightning.

Ministry spokesman Chan Yutha 
called on the people to be on alert 
for severe weather.

“Thunder and strong winds are 
still present, especially in the north-
west-central low-lying land and the 
northern highlands,” Yutha said.

Covid-19 
measures 
set by pM

pailin woman killed by lightning strike while at work 

Fake news 
flounders in 
face of new 
committee

Experts remove UXOs found by farmers in preah Vihear

Voun Dara

a
FTEr the Ministry 
of information’s 
Fake News Moni-
toring Committee 

acted against more than 100 
Facebook pages and news 
sites, it said the dissemina-
tion of fake news on vari-
ous social networks has de-
creased by over 50 per cent.

information and Broad-
casting director-general and 
the Committee’s permanent 
vice-director, phos Sovann 
told The Post on Tuesday that 
since the committee was cre-
ated on March 11, the team 
has identified and acted 
against online sites that aired 
fake news, exaggerated infor-
mation with the intent to spoil 
the government’s reputation, 
and incited public fear.

He said to monitor and 
fight against fake news, the 
team is made up of close to 
100 officers in the municipal 
and provincial information 
Offices and officers who are 
ministerial advisers.

a team was also created to 
look for fake news through 
the Telegram application. it 
has up to 3,000 persons in-
cluding officers and leaders 
from the ministries, institu-
tions, municipal/provincial 
officers and journalists.

“Our big anti-fake news 
team in the Telegram app 
lets our members share fake 
news which is broadcast 
on social networks or other 
websites and submit them to 
this team so we can take ac-
tion. and we have received 
good results,” Sovann said.

He said when members 

submitted the exaggerated 
information, the team im-
mediately responded to 
neutralise it.

“When it’s noticed that 
some Facebook accounts 
have been posting exagger-
ated information, we first 
take action by listing the Fa-
cebook accounts, Facebook 
page, or website and iden-
tify them as having spread 
false information.

“after that, we investigate 
with different departments 
and follow those pages. if we 

see the same manipulated 
information spreading, we 
will take legal action accord-
ingly,” Sovann said.

as a result, he said, the 
group has investigated about 
100 websites and Facebook 
accounts that had been very 
active in spreading exag-
gerated information since 
March. 

“We have identified those 
already and we have sent 
the links to the competent 
authorities who will take ac-
tion accordingly.

“For those websites and Fa-
cebook accounts that spread 
exaggerated information 
from overseas, we can block 
their posts from reaching 
Cambodia,” he said.

The committee was start-
ed by Minister of informa-
tion Khieu Kanharith and 
includes the ministry’s per-
manent secretary of state 
Ouk prathna as its director. 
also included are vice-di-
rectors and members total-
ling about 100 people across 
the country.

Soth Koemsoeun 

THE Tbeng Meanchey district 
police and Cambodian Self 
Help Demining (CSHD) of-
ficers removed 17 active un-
exploded ordnances (UXOs) 
on Sunday from a plantation 
in Chheanmok commune in 
preah Vihear province.

District deputy police chief 
pai Chin said on Tuesday that 
district specialists and com-
mune police officials collabo-
rated with the CSHD special-
ists to carry out the operation.

Chin said the team found 15 
37mm artillery shells, a 60mm 
warhead and a B-40 rocket, all 
of which were still functional 
and could have exploded.

“Having received news from 
a plantation owner, we in-
spected it and told residents 
in the area not to come near 
the location with the UXOs 
for fear of their safety.

“later, we reported it to the 
demining organisation and re-
quested they come help remove 
them. luckily, the UXOs did not 

endanger the people,” he said.
Chin said the district hadn’t 

had any cases of UXOs harm-
ing residents in the past, but 
authorities had reported 
seeing bombs and explosive 
remnants of war in the area. 

as a measure to safeguard 

the public, the authorities 
disseminated information 
about the dangers and effects 
of UXOs and required resi-
dents to immediately report 
such sightings.

CSHD regional director for 
preah Vihear, Stung Treng, Kratie 

and Battambang provinces, Sin 
Kosal, said on Tuesday that after 
he was informed of the UXOs, 
he and a working group of three 
travelled to Chheanmok com-
mune to install signs warning 
about the UXOs before they 
were removed.

He confirmed that the UXOs 
were functional and if anyone 
had hit them or set them on fire, 
they would have exploded.

Kosal instructed the work-
ing group to pack the UXOs 
properly before taking them 
to be neutralised at the 
CSHD’s preah Vihear provin-
cial headquarters.

“Our working groups were 
put on standby in four prov-
inces – preah Vihear, Stung 
Treng, Kratie and Battam-
bang.  We only act on infor-
mation from the authorities 
and reports from residents 
because our specialist forces 
are small in number.

“My working group has re-
moved many UXOs this year, 
and some of the missions have 
resulted in explosions, causing 
deaths and injuries,” Kosal said.

Chheanmok commune po-
lice chief Hang Neath could 
not be reached for comment 
on Tuesday. 

Kosal asked the plantation’s 
owner, who chose to remain 
anonymous, about the events 

that occurred.
The owner said he and his 

wife had driven a tractor to 
plough their land, about 2km 
from the village.

While ploughing, they hit 
what they thought was a tree 
stump, and stopped to in-
spect the ground.  When they 
discovered an artillery shell, 
they immediately reported it 
to the authorities.  

in a separate case on Tuesday, 
Cambodian Mine action Centre 
(CMaC) officials neutralised a 
230kg MK82 bomb in Chhvang 
commune’s Slaeng Meanchey 
village in Kandal province’s pon-
hea leu district, said its director-
general Heng ratana.

He complimented his spe-
cialists for using armoured 
vests, protective helmets, face 
masks and scarves to prevent 
Covid-19.

“Covid-19 poses a threat to 
us. But we won’t back down or 
stop our work because of this 
threat. We continue our work 
as normal to ensure the safety 
of our society,” he said.

Minister of Information Khieu Kanharith formed the Fake News Monitoring Committee in March to help 
combat the spread of fake news and exaggerated information on social networks. hean Rangsey

CMAC officials neutralised a 230kg MK82 bomb in Kandal province on Tuesday. cmac
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Khorn Savi

pOliCE have seized three 
tonnes of fake sanitisers and 
other materials from various 
pharmacies in phnom penh, 
while owners of three major 
fake alcohol distribution cen-
tres were summoned by offi-
cials for clarification.

in a Facebook post, the Min-
istry of Commerce’s General 
Department of Consumer pro-
tection, Competition and Fraud 
prevention said the fake sanitis-
ers and other materials were 
seized when officials launched 
a campaign to check its quality 
and face mask prices.

The department also looked 
for temperature scanners for 
Covid-19 on Monday at some 
pharmacies in the capital. 

The post further said the offi-
cials seized the items for further 
inspection, while some vendors 
were instructed not to exploit 
fears of Covid-19 to raise prices.

The officials from the gen-
eral department, in collabo-
ration with judicial officials 
and police forces, launched 
the campaign to suppress 
fake alcohol on March 26. as 
of april 3, 64,178 litres of fake 
alcohol had been seized. 

The ministry said on its Fa-
cebook post that most of the 
alcohol was found in phnom 
penh, while some were found 
in Kandal, Siem reap, preah 
Vihear, pursat and Svay rieng 
provinces.

it warned that fake alcohol 
containing high degrees of 
methanol would be on sale 
across the country amid the 

outbreak of Covid-19. The 
substance might seep into the 
skin and endanger the health 
of users, possibly affecting 
their eyesight.

The ministry also reiterated 
that the public should only 
buy sanitisers with trademarks 
and addresses of distributors 
or sellers. The ministry said 
sanitisers that kill germs were 
made of ethyl alcohol.

Heng Mealy, who heads the 
department’s phnom penh 
branch, told The Post on Tues-
day that no Cambodian or for-
eign homeowners had been 
arrested. Heng said that‘s be-
cause they always escaped be-
fore the operations took place. 

“When we cracked down on 
their locations, they ran away 
and didn’t come to us to solve 
the problem.

“So, the department posted 
notices on the walls of ware-
houses and houses that dis-
tributed the fake alcohol in the 
hope that they would come to 
solve it,” Mealy said.

He said the department had 
until now issued letters sum-
moning three house and dis-
tribution centre owners for 
clarification.

The first is a warehouse owner 
in Chbar ampov district’s Niroth 
commune. The second is a hom-
eowner in Borey piphup Thmey 
gated community in Kambol 
district’s Kantaok commune 
and the third is a homeowner 
in Kandal province’s Bek Chan 
commune in ang Snuol district.

He said he would seek per-
mission from the courts to set 
the seized products on fire.

Fake sanitisers seized 
in pp pharmacy raidslaid-off workers to get just $70

Long Kimmarita

p
riME Minister Hun 
Sen announced 
changes in the allow-
ances for laid-off gar-

ment workers from receiving 
60 per cent of the minimum 
wage to a flat $70 because 
factories cannot pay, he said.

Workers will also not be 
required to attend training 
courses after more than 100 
factories announced clo-
sures.

in February, the government 
decided that factory employ-
ers would be required to pay 
40 per cent of the wages, 
while the government would 
provide the other 20 per cent 
of the $190 minimum wage. 

The workers would receive 
$114 but they had an obliga-
tion to attend skills training or-
ganised by the Ministry of la-
bour and Vocational Training.

The prime minister said 
at a press conference at the 
peace palace on Tuesday that 
the government had decided 
that employers would pay 
only $30 and the government 
would pay $40 instead.  He 
said doing so was a humani-
tarian act.

“Factory owners have no 
ability. So now the state will 
release $40 while factory 
employers pay $30. a worker 
obtains a benefit of $70. Ear-
lier, they thought they would 
receive more than $100. But 
the factories are unable to do 
so and cannot be forced to do 
so,” Hun Sen said.

He said because the chang-
es lowered their allowances, 
the workers were not required 
to fulfil the obligation to at-
tend the course as previously 
defined.

“Because the problem hap-
pened in this way, a worker 
will obtain only $70. But 
workers are not required to 
be trained as before, he said, 
adding that the training fa-
cilities were being closed.

as of april 6, the prime min-
ister announced that more 
than 100 garment factories 
had closed down across the 

Kingdom due to a lack of raw 
materials and the fact that 
buyers had not placed orders 
on goods.

“if this continues, our work-
ers will lose their jobs. Our 
choices are different from the 
European Community. Since 
the beginning, their ances-
tors have all been workers, 
while workers in our country 
have not yet detached from 
being farmers.

“Our workers are still con-
nected with their parents. 
Therefore, we will help those 
who lost jobs in the industrial 
sector and in turn they will 
return to join the labour force 
in the agricultural sector,” he 
said.

in doing so, Hun Sen said 
it is the long-term proposi-
tion for Cambodia because 
the Kingdom does not have 
adequate resources to give 
workers money forever.

He said during the current 
slowdown, Cambodia had 
to do whatever it takes for 

workers to return to agricul-
tural occupations. 

Mai Chan, a worker at 7NG 
who was suspended from 
work two months ago, told The 
Post on Tuesday that he could 
not get by on 60 per cent of al-
lowances to pay for his family 
and the bank, so how will he 
survive on only $70?

“previously, i looked for a 
second job to supplement my 
income and pay off debts. i 
am very concerned, but don’t 
know what to do. i have two 
children. So, i have to look for 
more jobs to earn my income 
because now it is very diffi-
cult. i don’t even have enough 
for food,” he said.

Collective Union of Move-
ment of Workers president 
pav Sina said the govern-
ment’s decision had cost 
workers their income.

“according to the labour 
law, the employer is duty-
bound to look into the prob-
lem. But instead, the gov-
ernment is the one taking 

charge. Some factories had 
received a lot of benefits, but 
are now making excuses to 
get away.

“By asking workers to re-
turn to agricultural jobs, they 
will all pay attention to this 
sector, but is there enough of 
a market in agriculture?  it is 
difficult. When people turn to 
grow crops, produce will be 
cheaper.

“if they grow them on a 
family-scale, it won’t be a 
problem. But if they grow 
crops to be supplied to the 
market, they might not be 
able to compete price-wise,” 
Sina said.

He urged the government 
to join the private sector in 
lowering the price of goods, 
especially food to help defuse 
the burden of debts which 
workers owe banks.

Garment Manufacturers as-
sociation in Cambodia dep-
uty secretary-general Kaing 
Monika could not be reached 
for comment on Tuesday.

The government decided that employers would pay laid-off garment workers $30 and the government would 
pay $40 instead of the aggregate 60 per cent of minimum wage as was promised in February. HONG MENEA

WaC patrol uncovers dead muntjac, illegal equipment
Ry Sochan

NGO Wildlife alliance Cambodia 
(WaC) said the carcass of a red munt-
jac (Muntiacus muntjak) was found 
by Thmor roung station rangers in 
Koh Kong province during a recent 
three-day patrol.

During the patrol, the rangers re-
leased six wild chickens into the jun-
gle and seized a mini-tractor carrying 
illegal timber, 69 snares, a home-
made rifle and eight chainsaws.

WaC has called on the people to 
stop the consumption of wildlife.

in a January 6 Facebook post, it 
said: “Wildlife consumption sup-
ports the barbaric slaughter of Cam-
bodia’s wildlife, many of which suc-
cumb to a slow and painful death 
through getting caught in snares.”

The NGO is launching a “#StopE-
atingWildlife” social media cam-
paign in a bid to fight wildlife meat 
supply, demand and consumption.

its goals are to teach consumers 
about the health hazards associated 
with wildlife meat consumption and 
explain how its trade supports the 

cruel habit of snaring wild animals.
“The campaign will complement 

our other efforts to break the sup-
ply chain and fight demand. This 
includes the continuous removal of 
snares by our Cardamom Forest pro-
tection programme (CFpp) and raids 
on vendors of wildlife by our Wildlife 

rapid rescue Team (WrrT).
“Our Kouprey Express team has 

been inspiring and educating com-
munities to become stewards of 
their natural environment,” WaC 
said on its website.

it further said: “it is estimated that 
three-quarters of new human dis-

eases are transmitted from animals, 
also known as zoonotic diseases. 

“The trade and consumption of 
wildlife pose not only a health risk 
to individual consumers but also the 
public, as evidenced by the outbreak 
of the coronavirus that is believed to 
have originated in a wildlife market 
in Wuhan, China.”

a WaC Facebook post on Saturday 
said the Ministry of Environment 
officials and WaC rangers seized two 
chainsaws and two bird nets from 
the Chhay areng protected area in 
Koh Kong province’s Thma Bang 
district in late March. 

They also rescued four wild ani-
mals during the crackdown, which 
was part of their wider effort to stop 
illegal activities in the Cardamom 
rainforest landscape.

WaC founder and CEO Suwanna 
Gauntlett said the NGO is urging the 
people to stop consuming wildlife 
animals through its #StopEating-
Wildlife campaign on social media.

She said WaC has been counter-
ing the illegal wildlife trade with the 
WrrT, which is the only full-time 

wildlife law enforcement unit in asia.
The WrrT was founded in 2001 as 

a collaborative effort between the 
Forestry administration, the royal 
Gendarmerie, the Fisheries Depart-
ment, and WaC.

in 2015, the WrrT received the UN 
Environment programme (UNEp) 
award for “best wildlife law enforce-
ment unit in asia”.

 “Today, in the face of Covid-19, we 
are adding to our efforts a new social 
media campaign, #StopEatingWild-
life, urging wealthy Cambodians 
to set good examples by not eating 
wildlife,” Gauntlett said.

She said the CFpp, a collabora-
tive effort between WaC and the 
government, has 10 stations within 
Cambodia. 

last year, forest rangers seized 99 
rifles, removed 22,392 snares and, 
and confiscated 17,277 metres of 
net snares used to catch birds, bats 
and small mammals which drink 
from rivers.

To report a wildlife crime, call the 
Wildlife Crime Hotline at (+855) 12 
500 094.

Thmor Roung station rangers in Koh Kong province found the carcass of a red muntjac 
during a recent three-day patrol. WAC

Police have seized three tonnes of fake sanitisers and other materials 
from various pharmacies in Phnom Penh. MINISTRY OF COMMERCE
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Kim Sarom

THE Battambang provincial 
Court on Tuesday placed a 
man in pre-trial detention af-
ter he was accused of killing a 
fellow bee-hunter in peam Ek 
commune, Ek phnom district, 
Battambang. 

Battambang provincial po-
lice sent him to the court on 
Monday after he was detained 
on Saturday for killing his 
friend while looking for bees 
in the forest last Wednesday.

“The man was charged with 
murder under article 199 of 
the Criminal Code and sent 
to prison,” said Battambang 
provincial deputy police chief 
Chet Vanny.

He said on Tuesday that the 
accused Soeb Sokha, 40, faces 
up to 15 years in jail if found 
guilty.

Vanny said Sokha and the 
victim, phin Bun Thoeun, 34, 
both lived in the commune. 

“The authorities sent the ac-
cused to the provincial court 
to continue legal procedures 
because he had already con-
fessed to the murder,” he said.

The authorities arrested 
Sokha after Bun Thoeun’s family 

filed a complaint with the peam 
Ek commune police office say-
ing the suspect came back from 
the bee trip alone and told them 
that he (Bun Thoeun) had got-
ten lost, said Vanny.

Vanny told The Post that ac-
cording to the accused’s con-
fession, both men, who were 
friends, went hunting for bees 
in the forest to collect honey. 
When they arrived in the forest 
and did not find any, they sat 
down to drink alcohol. 

While drinking, they had an 
argument, and the suspect 
took a wooden stick and beat 
the suspect to death. He took 
the body into the thick forest 
and returned home alone, ac-
cording to Vanny.

He said according to Sokha, 
when he arrived home, Bun 
Thoeun’s wife asked about 
her husband because they 
went hunting bees together. 
But Sokha told her that they 
took different paths and got 
lost. He didn’t know where 
Bun Thoeun was, so he went 
back home alone.

The authorities investigated 
until Saturday and detained 
the suspect who then con-
fessed to the killing.

Bee-hunter charged 
for murdering friend

angkor makeover continues 
unabated despite virus threat

NEC postpones training for officers

Voun Dara

a 
TEaM from the ap-
sara National author-
ity’s (aNa) Depart-
ment of Conservation 

for the angkor archaeological 
park and archaeology Defence 
is continuing to design and re-
pair infrastructure, street sys-
tems, parks, drainage systems, 
walkways, and renovating 
temples in angkor to make the 
famous landmark even more 
attractive to tourists.

aNa spokesman long Ko-
sal told The Post on Monday 
that there is a lot of work that 
aNa authorities are currently 
doing, such as enhancing the 
beauty of the temples and 
their green spaces, and re-

pairing and renovating the 
general infrastructure of the 
angkor temples. 

“We are doing a lot of work in 
these areas. We are also work-
ing on improving the water 
release systems in front of ang-
kor, planting trees, planting 
grass, and preparing water sys-
tems in the complex for green 
and dry months,” he said.

Kosal said much of the in-
frastructure and many kilo-
metres of streets had already 
been repaired by aNa, includ-
ing a lane for bicycles.

as part of the work, the team 
is currently working on reno-
vating the temple complex 
in the middle of the pond, it 
has just completed restoring 
the temples in the area of the 

Khmer rouge and is continu-
ing to restore the northern 
pond of angkor Wat.

“Despite the challenges 
with Covid-19, we have 
turned it into an opportunity 
to do better work so when the 
pandemic slows down, we 
will be able to organise the 
conservation work of angkor 
even more,” he said.

On Tuesday, the team 
worked to repair a wooden 
floor in the angkor Wat com-
pound. Kosal said the rede-
velopment of the pedestrian 
floor in the angkor Wat com-
plex was carried out regu-
larly to promote the value of 
angkor and make it easier for 
tourists to visit the temple.

an aNa report said in the 

first three months of the year, 
it built 70 toilets for residents 
in consideration of the health 
risks faced by the people in 
the angkor area, while from 
2018 to date, the aNa con-
tributed funds to build more 
than 1,200 toilets.

The deputy director-gener-
al of the Department of im-
migration, Keo Vanthan, told 
The Post on Monday that the 
number of tourists entering 
the country from January 1 to 
april 5 was 910,420.

it should be highlighted that 
the government has decided 
to allow foreign tourists who 
arrived in Cambodia after Jan-
uary 1 to continue their stay 
without any fines being levied 
until they can return home.

Ry Sochan

THE National Election Com-
mittee (NEC) has held off on 
training 510 officers who were 
selected in March to manage 
the city and provincial election 
work on contract, because the 
annual election registration 
for this year may be postponed 
due to Covid-19.

NEC spokesman Hang 
puthea told The Post on Mon-
day that the NEC had not yet 
been able to confirm a train-
ing schedule because it could 
be delayed until October. 

“We are not sure yet. So if you 
ask me about the schedule, i 
cannot give you an answer as 
yet. Nobody can,” he said.

The selection of officials un-
der contract was to handle the 
functions such as the registra-
tion for elections this year.

“First, we select them through 
examinations. after the selec-
tion, we have to train them, and 
once this is done, their training 
continues during the voter reg-
istration process,” he said.

puthea said the prolonged 
training is essential for the 

NEC to have access to quali-
fied officials. although the 
training procedure remains 
the same each year, some 
parts have been updated.

He said the responsibility 
of the NEC is to organise the 
regular process of voter reg-
istration and that officers on 

contract who were selected by 
the NEC are a complementary 
force to ensure good control of 
the annual registration list.

“anyone who knows election 
processes will pass the exami-
nation. For those who do not 
have the listed capabilities, the 
NEC considers their experi-

ence, knowledge and responsi-
bility in carrying out the work 
too,” he said.

The NEC has set up 13 
sub-committees to conduct 
examinations at the city and 
provincial election secretari-
ats, to recruit officers on con-
tract, puthea said.

The NEC has not been able to confirm a training schedule, which could be delayed until October. NEC

Battambang Provincial Court on Tuesday placed a man in pre-trial 
detention after he was accused of killing a fellow bee-hunter. pOLICE

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

THrEE purpose-fitted motor-
bikes used to carry processed 
wood and 12 illegal timber 
pieces of koki and sokrom lux-
ury wood were seized by the 
royal Gendarmerie in O’Yadav 
district, in ratanakkiri prov-
ince, and police in Mondulkiri’s 
Keo Seima district, for further 
legal action, said the provincial 
Forestry administration.

O’Yadav district military 
police commander Sok Min, 
told The Post on Monday that 
on april 5, he led forces pa-
trolling the forest to prevent 
and investigate natural re-
source crimes.

There were three wood-
carrying motorbikes parked in 
the forest about 1km from Tien 
Village, Yatung Commune, in 
O’Yadav District, he said.

“Near the motorbikes, the 
authorities found a total of 
eight pieces of luxury wood, in-
cluding six pieces of koki tim-
ber and two pieces of sokrom.

“The motorbikes and the 
seized timber have been 
handed over to officials at the 
O’Yadav Forestry administra-
tion to measure and take fur-

ther legal action,” he said.
ratanakkiri provincial For-

estry administration chief 
Keb Kot told The Post that as 
of Monday evening, he had 
not yet received a report on 
the handover or evidence of 
a crime from the authorities 
or officials from the O’Yadav 
Forestry administration.

“Even the timber measure-
ment report . . . i haven’t re-
ceived it yet,” he said.

Separately, in Mondulkiri pro-
vincial commander of the royal 
Gendarmerie pai iin told The 
Post that on Sunday morning 
that his forces patrolled several 
corridors near the Cambodia-
Vietnam border to ensure se-
curity, safety and to check for 
natural resources crimes.

The police found four piec-
es of sokrom luxury wood 
hidden in the forest about a 
0.5km from the Cambodia-
Vietnam border.

“The wood pieces were taken 
by the police for temporary 
storage at the Keo Seima royal 
Gendarmerie military barracks.

“it will be handed over to the 
Forestry administration to be 
measured and for follow-up le-
gal procedures,” he said.

Bikes, timber pieces 
seized in M’kiri, r’kiri
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Hin Pisei

CaMBODia exported more 
than $1.083 billion worth of 
goods to the US in the first two 
months of this year, a sharp 
46.96 per cent year-on-year 
increase from $737.1 million, 
said a US Census Bureau 
report.

Bilateral trade between the 
two countries totalled $1.136 
billion during the period, up 
39.96 per cent from 2019’s 
$812 million, the data showed. 
The Kingdom’s imports 
amounted to $53.2 million, 
down 28.97 per cent from 
2019’s $74.9 million.

royal academy of Cambodia 
researcher Hong Vanak told 
The Post on Tuesday that the 
rise in Cambodia’s exports to 
the US highlights the latter as 
a potential market for Cambo-
dian goods.

Despite the US’ dwindling 
demand for raw material in 
the midst of the crushing 
Covid-19 spread, he expressed 
his optimism that business 
activity between the coun-
tries would not be severely 
affected.

“During this state of affairs, 
i believe that US-Cambodian 
[trade and diplomatic] rela-
tions will remain strong,” said 
Vanak.

He said the Kingdom must 
strive to improve the quality 
of its products to effectively 
compete on the international 
market.

Cambodia mainly exports 
garments, footwear, travel 
materials, rice and other agri-
cultural products to the US 
and imports automobiles, 
electronics and all types of fin-
ished products.

Garment Manufacturers 
association in Cambodia 
(GMaC) secretary-general 
Kaing Monika could not be 
reached for comment on 
Tuesday.

However, GMaC on March 
24 issued a statement urging 
buyers not to suspend ship-
ments of goods that have 
already been produced as well 
as those in production.

GMaC’s appeal comes after 
several key US and European 
buyers, including H&M, Zara, 
Mango, primark, Macys and JC 
penney last week announced 
they are halting production 
due to the Covid-19 spread 
choking global demand.

Cambodian exports to the 
US were worth about $5.362 
billion last year, up 40 per 
cent from 2018’s $3.818 bil-
lion, US Department of Com-
merce data shows. imports 
rose 15 per cent to $513.4 mil-
lion last year from 2018’s 
$445.8 million.

Cambodian-Thai trade trending up, 
despite nationwide virus lockdown
May Kunmakara

C
r O S S - B O r D E r 
trade between Cam-
bodia and Thailand 
continues to rise de-

spite a nationwide lockdown 
in the latter from last week.

However, bilateral trade 
volume is likely to fall short 
of this year’s $15 billion trade 
target due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, officials from both 
countries have said.

Keerati rushchano, direc-
tor-general of the Department 
of Foreign Trade under Thai-
land’s Ministry of Commerce, 
said cross-border trade with 
Cambodia reached 33.904 
billion baht ($1.036 billion) 
in the first two months of this 
year, up 15.66 per cent year-
on-year, Thai digital daily The 
Nation reported on april 1.

Thailand’s cross-border trade 
with neighbouring countries 
totalled 171.314 billion baht 
during the period, down 6.46 
per cent year-on-year, he said.

Keerati said Cambodian im-
ports from Thailand climbed 
14.86 per cent during the 
period, fuelled by shipments 
of non-alcoholic drinks, ve-
hicles, electrical equipment 
and components, and live-
stock products.

“Just behind Cambodia as 
Thai export destinations are 
laos and Myanmar, for non-
alcoholic drinks, computers, 
diesel oil, fabric and thread, 
and Malaysia for rubber prod-
ucts, computers, electrical 
equipment and components,” 
he was quoted as saying.

Cambodian Ministry of 
Commerce spokesman Seang 
Thai told The Post on Tues-

day that although Thailand 
is in the midst of a lockdown, 
travel restrictions only apply 
to people, not goods.

“We are really happy to see 
the news that trade between 
our countries continues to 
increase.

“With the concern surround-
ing the rise of Covid-19 cases, 
Thailand declared a lockdown 
– but they didn’t halt trade, 
they only banned people from 
travelling,” he said. 

He said that while the threat 
of Covid-19 lingers, factories 
will be disrupted as they cut 
production and switch their 
focus to the ongoing battle 
against the pandemic.

“Both of our countries have 
been impacted by Covid-19. if 
the pandemic lasts too long, 
it will hurt our chances of 
hitting the target set by both 
of our leaders to boost cross-
border trade,” Thai said.

Keerati said the pandemic 

prompted his department to 
postpone a border trade fair 
in Sa Kaeo province’s arany-
aprathet district, which was 
scheduled for March 28-31 
this year.

Once the disease is under 
control, “the department 
plans to boost border trade 
with fairs in provinces across 
the country”, he said.

Bilateral trade between 
Cambodia and Thailand 
reached $9 billion last year, 

up 7.14 per cent from 2018’s 
$8.4 billion, data from the 
royal Thai Embassy in phnom 
penh shows.

Thailand is among the top 
nine countries which ex-
panded their investments in 
Cambodia between 1994 and 
the end of 2017’s third quar-
ter, with an investment value 
of $967.89 million during the 
timeframe, data from the 
Council for the Development 
of Cambodia shows.

pM: Farm more to offset crisis consequences
May Kunmakara

priME Minister Hun Sen on Tuesday 
called on farmers to increase production 
as domestic demand continues to rise.

Speaking at a press conference on 
Covid-19 held at the peace palace, 
Hun Sen said the pandemic has 
caused a global economic slowdown 
and impacted regional economies, 
including Cambodia.

Noting that the ongoing pandemic has 
mainly affected the service and indus-
trial sectors, he said agriculture has the 
opportunity to increase production.

The call comes after the government 
announced bans on the exports of 
paddy and white rice, as well fish and 
fishery products to ensure the King-
dom’s supply during the health crisis. 

“i call on the people to boost farming. 
Grow vegetables and other crops – 
raise animals and fish to supply the 
domestic market during these tough 
times. i think our people are capable 

of the additional production.
“Of course, the tourism and garment 

sectors have been impacted, but that 
shouldn’t affect the agricultural sector.

“On the contrary, this is an oppor-
tunity for the agricultural sector to 
boost production – it requires our 
people to farm and raise food, vegeta-
bles and meat to meet market 
demand,” Hun Sen said. 

The prime minister called on the Min-
istry of agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
and relevant stakeholders to guide farm-
ers on raising animals and growing veg-
etables where there is a market need. 

“We have to transform these trying 
times into an opportunity to enhance 
productivity in the agricultural sector, 
which had previously been slow.

“in the past, growth in the service 
and industrial sectors had been very 
high while very low in agriculture. in 
the near future, the agricultural sector 
will enjoy a sharp increase and the 
opportunity is at hand,” he said.

in December, ministry secretary-
general Khy Kosal said financial insti-
tutions invest less in agriculture 
because there are still many challeng-
es related to irrigation.

He said with Cambodia’s agricul-
tural sector, the water system is 
important so there is a need to have 
higher investments.

“if in the future the government, 
through the Ministry of Economy and 
Finance, considers adjusting public 
investment and broadens it to water 
resources, farmers will get greater 
access to finance,” he said.

at the same time, Kosal also sug-
gested that all farmers and investors 
should study market demands and 
comply with it.

Ministry data shows that 78 per cent 
of Cambodia lives in the countryside and 
depends on the agricultural sector, 
which generates one-third of the King-
dom’s gross domestic product (GDp) and 
employs 40 per cent of the workforce.

The agricultural sector accounted for 
23.5 per cent of the Kingdom’s GDp in 
2018, 1.4 percentage points lower than 
in 2017, the data shows. Of the sector’s 
GDp that year, the crop subsector 
accounted for 58.1 per cent, animal 
production 11.1 per cent, fisheries 24.1 
per cent and forestry 6.7 per cent.

The asian Development Bank (aDB) 
last week downgraded its economic 
projection for the Kingdom to 2.3 per 
cent this year despite a strong growth 
of around seven per cent annually 
over the past two decades. 

its asian Development Outlook 2020 
report highlighted that Cambodia’s 
services sector is expected to contract 
by 1.7 per cent this year, as tourism 
drops and growth in real estate slows.

industry growth would slow to 6.5 
per cent because of a deceleration in 
garment production for exports and 
slower growth in construction. Mean-
while, agricultural growth would fall 
to around 0.5 per cent.

Kingdom 
narrowing 
trade deficit 
with the US

Cross-border trade between Cambodia and Thailand reached 33.904 billion baht ($1.036 billion) in the first two months of this year. HONG MENEA

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,060 1.4033 7.0585 108.91 4.3450 1.4254  32.73 0.6172 1.0866 1.2320
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US home sharing company airb-
nb inc on monday announced it 
was taking a billion dollars in new 
investment to endure and, it hopes, 
thrive in a travel world transformed 
by the coronavirus pandemic.

Silver lake and Sixth Street part-
ners will invest the money into the 
home-sharing platform in the form 
of debt and equity, said airbnb.

“While the current environment 
is clearly a difficult one for the hos-
pitality industry, the desire to travel 
and have authentic experiences is 
fundamental and enduring,” Silver 
lake managing partner egon Dur-
ban said in a release.

“airbnb’s diverse, global, and resil-
ient business model is particularly 
well suited to prosper as the world 
inevitably recovers and we all get 
back out to experience it,” he said.

The fresh resources will enable 
the San Francisco-based com-
pany to invest in its community of 
“hosts” as well as local experiences 
provided along with stays in homes, 
said its co-founder and chief Brian 
Chesky.

airbnb said it will focus particular-
ly on long-term stays, from students 
needing housing to remote work-
ers, building on a rising demand the 
platform has seen as people self-
isolate during the pandemic.

Terms of the investment include 
putting $5 million into a Superhost 
relief Fund for established, highly-
rated hosts who need help with rent 
or mortgage payments due to the 
coronavirus’ devastating effects.

airbnb employees started the 
fund with a million dollars, and the 
two co-founders contributed an-
other $9 million, said the company.

airbnb is also helping hosts with 
financial losses after guests can-
celled travel plans. AFP

airbnb gets 
investment 
of $1 billion 
for recovery

SoUTh Korea’s Samsung 
electronics Co ltd expects 
higher first-quarter profits, it 
said on Tuesday, as millions of 
people working from home in 
coronavirus lockdowns turn 
to cloud data services, push-
ing up demand for its chips.

The pandemic is wreak-
ing havoc across the global 
economy – Samsung itself 
had operations suspended at 
11 overseas assembly lines as 
of Tuesday – and is widely ex-
pected to cause a recession.

But changing behaviour 
patterns among the vast 
numbers of people forced 
to stay at home around the 
world have generated a silver 
lining for the world’s biggest 
smartphone and memory 
chip maker.

in the first three months, op-
erating profits inched up 2.7 per 
cent from last year to around 
6.4 trillion won ($5.2 billion), 
Samsung electronics forecast 
in an earnings estimate.

The figure was ahead of 
expectations, and was based 
on sales of 55 trillion won, up 

five per cent year-on-year.
“There has been high demand 

for memory chips for data serv-
ers as an increasing number of 
people are now working from 
home due to the outbreak,” said 
Tom Kang, an analyst at hong 
Kong-based market researcher 
Counterpoint.

“We are also seeing a hike in 
demand for laptops because 
we have many companies 
that are not fully ready for 
working digitally.”

Samsung electronics is cru-
cial to South Korea’s econom-
ic health.

it is the flagship subsidiary 
of the giant Samsung group, 
by far the largest of the fam-
ily-controlled conglomerates 
known as chaebols that dom-
inate business in the world’s 
12th-largest economy.

Samsung electronics shares 
were trading up 1.7 per cent 
on Tuesday, having fallen 
nearly 20 per cent from a re-
cord high in January amid 
concerns over the corona-
virus pandemic and its eco-
nomic repercussions. AFP

Samsung electronics 
expects Q1 profit gain

Bourses extend rally as virus slows
G

loBal stock markets ral-
lied on Tuesday as inves-
tors seized on signs of a 
slowdown in the spread 

of the coronavirus, while some gov-
ernments began making plans to 
ease restrictions.

oil was energised by hopes that 
key producers will agree to cut out-
put at this week’s emergency opec 
video meeting, which will address 
virus-sapped demand and a price 
war that crashed the market.

The pound clawed back some of 
losses that followed news late on 
monday that British prime minister 
Boris Johnson was in intensive care 
battling Covid-19.

asian and european equities ex-
tended monday’s rally following an 
overnight surge on Wall Street, on news 
that fresh virus cases were slowing in 
Spain, Germany, italy and France.

“equities are still racing higher, 
as the news from key countries like 
Spain and italy remains positive,” 
said iG analyst Chris Beauchamp.

“Stocks continue to rally as inves-
tors look for the positives in the cur-
rent global outlook.”

‘Dramatic turn’ in Britain
london stocks meanwhile rose 

as senior cabinet minister michael 
Gove said Johnson, who spent the 
night in intensive care with a dete-
riorating case of coronavirus, has 
been given oxygen but is not on a 
ventilator.

“The coronavirus crisis has taken 
a dramatic turn in the UK,” said ava-
Trade analyst Naeem aslam.

“Johnson is struggling to shake-off 
Covid-19 and his government is in a 
panic mode to contain the current 
crisis.”

however, in the US virus epicentre 
of New York, Governor andrew Cuo-
mo said that for the first time the in-
fection growth rate there was flat.

and in China – where the disease 
first emerged late last year – there 
were no new deaths for the first time 
since January.

elsewhere, Denmark and austria 
have started making plans to lift re-

strictions slowly as they see light at 
the end of the tunnel.

Tokyo, hong Kong and Shanghai 
stocks were all around two per cent 
higher, while Seoul and Taipei each 
jumped 1.8 per cent.

mumbai and Bangkok soared six 
per cent, while Singapore piled on 
more than three per cent.

manila and Wellington also rose, 
though Sydney and Jakarta slipped. 
The Cambodia Securities exchange 
index inched up 0.13 per cent.

however, after the close in Japan, 
prime minister Shinzo abe declared 
a month-long state of emergency in 
the capital and six other parts of the 
country over a spike in virus cases.

adding to the positive vibe were 

further measures to support econ-
omies, including a trillion-dollar 
package in Japan and central bank 
moves in China.

and with the ink barely dry on 
a $2 trillion rescue plan passed by 
Congress last month, US president 
Donald Trump said he favoured an-
other massive spending programme 
– again roughly $2 trillion – this time 
targeting infrastructure projects.

eU leaders are also closing in on a 
rescue for nations worst hit in the re-
gion, sources say, though not at the 
level called for by italy and Spain.

The bloc’s finance ministers were 
set to hold a videoconference later 
on Tuesday, when they were expect-
ed to agree to use the eurozone’s 

$443 billion bailout fund.
however, it is thought they will not 

act on a proposal to issue “corona-
bonds” that would pool borrowing 
among eU nations, according to 
commentators.

“The inability of eurozone minis-
ters to agree on the subject of coron-
abonds is a clear sign of disharmony 
in the region,” cautioned rabobank 
analyst Jane Foley.

in commodities, oil prices rose on 
hopes opec and other major pro-
ducers led by russia will reach a 
supply deal in talks on Thursday.

Crude oil had collapsed to 18-year 
lows last week owing to a price war 
between Saudi arabia and russia, 
which have ramped up output. AFP

Markets responded favourably to news of a slowdown in some countries of new coronavirus cases. AFP

indonesia to issue ‘pandemic bonds’
iNDoNeSia will raise nearly 
450 trillion rupiah ($27.9 bil-
lion) in “pandemic bonds” to 
finance the country’s efforts to 
combat the health crisis and 
economic turmoil caused by 
the Covid-19 pandemic as de-
mand for government bonds 
has declined, said a ministry 
of Finance document.

The government will also 
increase its bond sales target 
by 160.2 to 549.6 trillion ru-
piah to address the widening 
budget deficit, which could 
reach 5.07 per cent of gross 
domestic product, it said.

“The government’s first line 
of financing will come from an 
endowment fund and accumu-
lated cash surplus but it will not 
be enough,” minister Sri muly-
ani indrawati told the house of 
representatives Commission 
Xi overseeing financial affairs in 
a video conference.

president Joko “Jokowi” 
Widodo has announced extra 
state spending worth 405.1 tril-
lion rupiah to finance indone-
sia’s battle against the pandem-
ic, specifically for healthcare, 
social safety net and business 
recovery programmes.

“Therefore, we need to is-

sue government debt papers 
to look for the best financing 
sources. We will be very careful 
in navigating these uncharted 
waters,” said Sri mulyani.

however, she said, foreign 
investors have pulled out 
of the tradable government 
bond market, with a bench-
mark 10-year bond yield of 
8.17 per cent at 2:45pm on 
monday, a 1.5-year high, indi-
cating investors see increas-
ing risk in indonesian assets.

at auction, the demand 

for indonesia’s debt papers 
has also declined sharply last 
month from February, say offi-
cial documents. at a February 
18 auction, the government 
saw 127 trillion rupiah in bids 
and absorbed 19 trillion rupi-
ah, while on march 31 it only 
saw 34 trillion rupiah and ab-
sorbed 22 trillion rupiah.

Under the new Government 
regulation in lieu of law 
(perppu) No 1/2020 issued 
last week, Bank indonesia 
(Bi) is now permitted to buy 

government bonds at auction 
to anticipate if the market is 
unable to fulfil the govern-
ment’s financing target.

The regulation revokes a 
1999 law on the central bank, 
which only allowed Bi to buy 
government bonds on the 
secondary market.

“We will be very transparent 
so as to maintain the credibil-
ity of our fiscal and monetary 
policies,” Sri mulyani pledged 
in front of members of the 
house. The government is 
looking to Bi to finance the 
budget deficit, as demand for 
government bonds declines.

The central bank has pur-
chased 172.5 trillion rupiah in 
government bonds, including 
166.2 trillion rupiah from for-
eign investors in the second-
ary market.

indonesia’s financial mar-
kets have been hit by the coro-
navirus outbreak, with foreign 
investors having sold 148.76 
trillion rupiah in indonesian 
assets, including 135.08 tril-
lion rupiah in government 
bonds and 9.71 trillion rupiah 
in indonesian shares, Bi data 
shows. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Minister of Finance Sri Mulyani Indrawati (right) and former vice-president 
Jusuf Kalla do an elbow bump when they meet at the Vice Presidential 
Office on March 12 in Jakarta. VIcE-PRESIdENTIAl SEcRETARIATE/THE JAKARTA POST
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world
UK pM Johnson in intensive 
care after Covid-19 worsens
B

riTiSH prime Min-
ister Boris Johnson 
spent the night in 
intensive care after 

being admitted with a dete-
riorating case of coronavirus, 
prompting serious concerns 
on Tuesday about his health 
and the government’s response 
to a still-escalating outbreak.

Johnson asked Secretary of 
State for Foreign and Common-
wealth affairs, Dominic raab, to 
deputise for him shortly before 
he was moved to the intensive 
care unit of a london hospital 
on Monday evening.

He had already spent a 
night in hospital after being 
admitted for tests on Sunday 
amid concerns that, 10 days 
since being diagnosed with 
Covid-19, he still had persis-
tent symptoms including a 
cough and high temperature.

The 55-year-old is the most 
high-profile world leader to 
become infected with coro-
navirus, and his transfer to in-
tensive care is unprecedented 
for a prime minister during a 
national emergency.

Messages of support for 
Johnson flooded in from 
across Britain and the world.

Cabinet minister Michael 
Gove said on Tuesday that 
the prime minister had been 
given “some oxygen support” 
but “he has not been on a 
ventilator” – although one is 
available if he needs it.

in a round of broadcast inter-
views, Gove insisted the “work 
of government goes on”.

raab was due to chair the 
daily coronavirus meeting in 
the prime minister’s place on 
Tuesday.

But Britain does not have a 
formal constitutional role of 
deputy prime minister, and it 
is not clear that raab himself 
has the power to take big de-
cisions if required.

The government has al-
ready introduced tough mea-
sures to try to stem the spread 
of the disease that has killed 
more than 5,000 people in 
Britain, but these must be re-
viewed next week.

london stocks jumped 
three per cent at the opening 

on Tuesday despite Johnson’s 
condition.

US president Donald Trump 
sent his “best wishes to a very 
good friend of mine”, while 
European leaders and indian 
prime Minister Narendra 
Modi urged him to recover 
swiftly.

Johnson announced on 
March 27 that he had corona-
virus, and went into self-iso-
lation into his flat above his 
Downing Street office.

Officials initially said he 
had only mild symptoms, and 
the prime minister himself 
posted regular videos online, 
so his admission to hospital 
on Sunday came as a shock.

Johnson tweeted from his 
hospital bed on Monday 
lunchtime, saying he was in 
“good spirits”, and his spokes-
man said he remained in 
touch with his team.

But his condition then rapid-
ly went downhill, with Down-
ing Street announcing that he 
had been moved to intensive 
care at about 7pm (1800 GMT) 
in St Thomas’ Hospital.

at the time, he was said to 
be conscious.

“There is no doubt this turn 

of events means Boris John-
son is extremely sick,” said 
Derek Hill, professor of Medi-
cal imaging at University Col-
lege london.

James Gill, the honorary 
clinical lecturer at Warwick 
Medical School, added how-
ever that admission to inten-
sive care “is not altogether un-
common with this disease”.

“The prime minister is get-
ting the very best care that the 
[state-run] National Health 
Service has to offer.”

The British government was 
criticised for initially refusing 
to follow other European coun-
tries in requiring people to stay 
home as the virus spread.

Johnson himself said early 
last month that he was still 
shaking hands with people.

Two weeks ago he ordered a 
nationwide lockdown, but the 
British parliament continued 
to sit for several days after, 
and Westminster became a 
hotspot of coronavirus.

Secretary of State for Health 
and Social Care Matt Hancock 
and the heir to the throne, 
prince Charles, have both 
been infected with coronavi-
rus, although they have since 

recovered.
Queen Elizabeth ii, 93, 

made a rare public address 
on Sunday, evoking the spirit 
of World War ii and urging 
Britons to stay united.

“We will be with our friends 
again, we will be with our 
families again, we will meet 
again,” she said in a rare tele-
vised address watched by 23 
million people.

Buckingham palace said 
she was being kept informed 
of developments.

Johnson, who has been 
prime minister only since July 
last year, is not known to have 
any underlying health issues, 
although he has struggled 
with his weight.

Some questioned if he 
should have taken more time 
off but Gove said he had fol-
lowed all medical advice, 
saying his diary had been 
“stripped back” last week.

Johnson’s pregnant partner, 
Carrie Symonds, moved out 
of Downing Street after some 
staff fell ill. 

But she said on Saturday she 
had just spent a week in bed 
with symptoms, although she 
has not been tested. AFP

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson announced on March 27 that he tested positive for the new coronavirus. 
10 DOWNING STREET/AFP

a DEaDlY cyclone destroyed 
much of Vanuatu’s second-
largest town but early warnings 
appeared to have prevented 
mass casualties in the pacific 
nation, with some residents 
sheltered in caves to stay safe, 
aid workers said on Tuesday.

Tropical Cyclone Harold, 
which claimed 27 lives when 
it swept through the Solo-
mon islands last week, lashed 
Vanuatu’s northern provinces 
overnight as a scale-topping 
category five superstorm.

The town of luganville, 
population 16,500, took a di-
rect hit as winds of 235km/h 
brought down buildings and 
caused flash flooding.

World Vision’s Vanuatu di-
rector Kendra Gates Derous-
seau said the charity’s local 
manager told her the damage 
was comparable to the last 
Category 5 monster to hit the 
country, Cyclone pam in 2015.

The port Vila-based aid work-
er said: “i managed to speak to 
her on a satellite phone and she 
estimated about 50 per cent of 
dwellings have been signifi-
cantly damaged, the World Vi-
sion office has lost its roof.

“She mentioned that she 
has heard no reports of casu-
alties or any significant inju-
ries at this time.” 

Communications remain 
down across much of the 
country and Gates Derous-
seau said the scale of the di-
saster would remain unclear 
until remote island commu-
nities, such as southern pen-
tecost, had been contacted.

“They were directly in the 
eye [of the cyclone] and they 
have very few concrete build-
ings, they shelter in tradition-
al thatch dwellings or caves,” 
she said.

red Cross Vanuatu secre-
tary-general, Jacqueline de 
Gaillande, said the commu-
nications issues meant that 
the most recent updates she 
received were social media 
posts from the charity’s local 
staffers on Monday evening.

“They showed a lot of dam-
age but we have no numbers 
of casualties yet,” she said.

a massive international aid ef-

fort was launched after Cyclone 
pam in 2015 flattened port Vila, 
killed 11 people and wiped out 
almost two-thirds of the coun-
try’s economic capacity.

Gates Derousseau said a 
similar operation was unlike-
ly in Harold’s wake because 
Vanuatu was determined to 
remain one of the world’s 
few places with no confirmed 
Covid-19 cases.

She said allowing an influx 
of international aid workers 
risked inadvertently import-
ing the virus, so Vanuatu’s in-
ternational borders would re-
main closed to new arrivals.

“it [the aid effort] has to be 
locally led, locally driven, work-
ing with humanitarian partners 
who are currently in-country.

“There are already large 
stockpiles of supplies in 
place, which is a lesson we 
learned from pam, so we can 
get to work fairly quickly.”

She said replacement sup-
plies could be brought in 
from overseas once the stock-
piles ran out, but they would 
be disinfected to ensure they 
were virus-free.

Vanuatu lacks the health in-
frastructure to deal with even 
a mild coronavirus outbreak, 
with local media reporting 
last month that the nation of 
300,000 has only two respira-
tory ventilators.

Cyclone Harold has already 
caused widespread dam-
age in the Solomon islands, 
where an inter-island ferry ig-
nored weather warnings and 
27 people died after being 
washed off its decks.

Modelling early on Tues-
day showed it continuing 
to track southeast, passing 
south of Fiji as a Category 4 
on Wednesday and weaken-
ing to Category 2 as it brushes 
Tonga on Thursday.

However, the storm system 
has already proved unpredict-
able, with forecasters initially 
expecting it to only reach cate-
gory three before petering out.

Fiji on Tuesday pre-emp-
tively issued cyclone alerts for 
its southern islands, warning 
of high seas and damaging 
gale-force winds. AFP

Super cyclone Harold 
devastates Vanuatu’s 
second-largest town

Oz High Court quashes pell’s child sex abuse conviction
CarDiNal George pell was released 
from prison on Tuesday, hours af-
ter australia’s High Court quashed 
his conviction for child sex abuse, 
bringing to an abrupt end the most 
high-profile paedophilia case faced 
by the Catholic Church.

The 78-year-old left Barwon pris-
on near Melbourne after the court 
overturned five counts of sexually 
abusing two 13-year-old choirboys 
in the 1990s.

pell, who had steadfastly main-
tained his innocence throughout a 
lengthy court process, left the jail 
where he has been held for the last 

year and issued a statement saying 
that a “serious injustice” had been 
remedied by the decision.

a jury convicted pell in December 
2018, and that decision was upheld 
by a three-judge panel in Victoria 
state’s Court of appeal last august in 
a split verdict.

But australia’s High Court found 
there was “a significant possibility 
that an innocent person has been 
convicted because the evidence did 
not establish guilt to the requisite 
standard of proof”.

The seven justices unanimously 
found a lower court had “failed to 

engage with the question of wheth-
er there remained a reasonable pos-
sibility that the offending had not 
taken place”.

pell’s legal woes, however, may not 
be at an end, as he faces possible 
civil action, including from the fa-
ther of one of the alleged victims – 
now deceased – who is planning to 
launch a claim for damages.

The prosecution’s case had relied 
heavily on the testimony of pell’s sur-
viving accuser, who told a closed-door 
hearing that pell had sexually assaulted 
the two boys in a Melbourne cathedral 
while he was archbishop of the city.

The second choirboy – who is not 
known to have ever spoken of the 
abuse – died of a drug overdose in 
2014. Neither man can be identified 
for legal reasons.

lisa Flynn, the lawyer for the de-
ceased man’s father, said her client 
was “disgusted” and “in utter disbe-
lief” at the outcome.

“He is struggling to comprehend 
the decision by the High Court of 
australia. He says he no longer has 
faith in our country’s criminal jus-
tice system.

“He is furious the man he believes 
is responsible for sexually abusing 

his son was convicted by a unani-
mous jury only to have that decision 
overturned today,” she said.

The Vatican on Tuesday said it 
“welcomed” the decision by austra-
lia’s High Court to quash the convic-
tion of Cardinal George pell for child 
sex abuse.

“The Holy See, which has always 
expressed confidence in the austra-
lian judicial authority, welcomes the 
High Court’s unanimous decision . . . 
[and] reaffirms its commitment to 
preventing and pursuing all cases 
of abuse against minors,” it said in a 
statement. AFP



V
IETNAMESE Prime Minis-
ter Nguyen Xuan Phuc has 
requested preparing sce-
narios between now and 

April 15 for the second wave of Sars-
CoV-2 infections.

During a teleconference with per-
manent government members on 
Monday, Phuc highlighted the need 
to continue implementing the Di-
rectives No 15 and 16 on Covid-19 
prevention and control, as well as re-
maining alert as reinfection has been 
seen in some parts of the world.

He lauded the army, medical staff and 
public security forces for raising their 
sense of responsibility as frontline work-
ers in the fight, with fewer infections 
and more recoveries in recent days.

The prime minister also hailed 
good deeds by philanthropists na-
tionwide, thus inspiring solidarity to 
work together against the epidemic 
under the party’s leadership and 
state management.

Phuc said the pandemic remains at 
a dangerous level and could break out 
again anytime, which is why minis-
tries, agencies and localities must en-
force the Prime Minister’s Directive No 
16 on social distancing more strictly.

Specifically, he ordered tracing 
down F0 cases and those related to 
two hotbeds in Hanoi and Ho Chi 
Minh City, enhancing prevention 
and control at places of worship, su-
permarkets and high-risk areas.

He asked for the preparation of 
plans for field hospitals while the 
Steering Committee for Covid-
19 Prevention and Control must 
pool resources, improve localities’ 
healthcare capacity and use modern 
technology in the effort.

“If physical distancing to prevent 

Covid-19 from spreading in the 
community is conducted well, there 
will not be the peak of the epidemic 
in Vietnam,” he said.

Pandemic-hit localities were asked 
to increase testing for residents and 
oversee prevention and control at 
production facilities.

Phuc said the government would 
issue a ventilator production scheme, 
thus creating favourable conditions 
for businesses in the field.

He suggested protecting reporters 
working amid the pandemic, making 
it easier for them to fully cover lo-
cal lives and prevention work in the 
country, as well as enhancing global 
cooperation in the Covid-19 fight, 
boost economic activities, including 
controlled export of rice, masks and 
software for countries in need.

The prime minister also proposed 
establishing a group of medical ex-

perts to monitor the situation and 
offer suggestions to the Steering 
Committee and the government.

Further attention should be paid to 
help Vietnamese people, especially the 
vulnerable, young people and patients 
stranded abroad, to return home, he 
said, adding that the government had 
outlined a scheme to tackle difficulties 
facing the poor as well as step up pub-
lic capital investment. 

Though Covid-19 had resulted in 
economic losses, it also offered op-
portunities. Therefore, departments 
and people should renew working 
methods, develop new services, es-
pecially using information technol-
ogy for the development of digital 
government and economy, produc-
tion and export of preventive medi-
cine goods for major markets such 
as Europe and the US, he said. 

As of 6pm on Monday, 95 out of 245 

infection cases in Vietnam had recov-
ered. The condition of four serious 
cases had improved, while 58 others 
tested negative more than once.

Among 150 patients under treat-
ment, 123 are Vietnamese and the 
remainder are foreigners, mostly 
from the UK, Brazil and France. 
Only 14 have other diseases.

In a related move, Phuc has asked 
ministers and heads of ministry-
level agencies, chairpersons of the 
people’s committees of centrally-run 
cities and provinces, within their au-
thority, to focus on directing, guid-
ing, inspecting, promptly discovering 
and strictly dealing with violations 
regarding Covid-19 prevention and 
control, in line with the law.

Specifically, behaviours related to 
the non-compliance with preven-
tion and control measures, reac-
tions against officers in charge of 
epidemic prevention and control, 
the spread of untruthful informa-
tion causing public concern and 
social instability, recycling of used 
medical masks, production of fake 
goods, goods hoarding to hike pric-
es, and trade fraud, among others, 
will be strictly dealt with.

The Ministry of Public Security 
was assigned to direct units con-
cerned to promptly conduct investi-
gations and consider criminal liabil-
ity for any violations.

Ministries, agencies and people’s 
committees of centrally-run cit-
ies and provinces must report on 
the implementation outcomes to 
the Ministry of Health before April 
15. The Health ministry must then 
report them to the prime minister 
before April 17. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

PHILIPPINE President Rodrigo Du-
terte has approved the extension of 
the Luzon-wide enhanced commu-
nity quarantine (ECQ) until April 30, 
the interagency task force on Covid-
19 announced on Tuesday.

Luzon is the Philippines’ largest and 
most populous island, with 57,470,097 
residents, according to the 2015 census.

“The ECQ will be extended until 
11:59pm on April 30 under President 
Duterte’s recommendation,” said 
Cabinet secretary Karlo Nograles, 
spokesperson of the Inter-Agency 
Task Force (IATF) for the Manage-
ment of Emerging Infectious Disease.

Nograles said the guidelines gov-
erning the implementation of the 
quarantine would remain in effect 
unless changed by the president.

“Provided, that all exemptions grant-

ed by the Office of the President or the 
IATF shall continue to be in effect for 
the duration of the extended ECQ.

“Provided further that such ex-
tension of the ECQ shall be without 
prejudice to the discretion of the 
President to relax the implementa-
tion of the ECQ in some local juris-
dictions or the granting of exemp-
tions in favour of certain sectors, as 
public health considerations and 
food security may warrant,” he said.

Duterte, during his public address 
on Monday night, said the govern-
ment is “inclined” to extend a strict 
quarantine measure.

The Luzon-wide lockdown, which 
placed about 110 million people un-
der quarantine, was set to be lifted 
by midnight of April 13.

The extreme measure suspended 

public transportation, prohibited 
mass gatherings and even ordered 
the temporary closure of some busi-
nesses, excluding hospitals, grocer-
ies and drug stores, and other essen-
tial establishments.

Also on Monday, Duterte submit-
ted to Congress the second report 
on his use of additional powers 
against the crisis.

The weekly report is part of the 
checks and balances measure under 
the “Bayanihan to Heal as One Act” 
which gave him additional powers 
to address the health crisis.

Duterte noted that a total of 594 
persons have been arrested by au-
thorities due to hoarding and/or prof-
iteering and manipulation of prices 
of basic commodities amid the price 
freeze being enforced as the country 

grapples with the crisis, citing data 
from the Department of Interior and 
Local Government (DILG).

Duterte also reported that the 
Department of Trade and Industry 
(DTI), the Philippine National Po-
lice (PNP) and the National Bureau 
of Investigation (NBI) have jointly 
conducted 110 operations that led 
to the arrest of 96 persons for vio-
lations of various consumer, food, 
drug, price and cybercrime laws.

To ensure the availability of basic 
necessities and prime commodi-
ties at a reasonable price, the DTI 
launched 1,289 monitoring activi-
ties from March 28 to April 1 where 
5,192 firms were monitored with 97 
per cent compliance.

The trade department has pro-
cessed 427 online complaints, en-

dorsed 250 complaints to various 
agencies, issued 140 letters of inquiry 
and four notices of violation to vari-
ous retailers with one formal charge.

A total of 544 campaigns against 
hoarding and profiteering through 
the efforts of the Fair Trade Enforce-
ment Bureau, resulted in 64 arrests, 
Duterte told Congress.

The president also mentioned the 
March 31 raids of the Bureau of Cus-
toms and Philippine Coast Guard 
which yielded an estimated 15 mil-
lion pesos ($300,000) worth of smug-
gled personal protective equipment.

As of April 2, Duterte said, a total of 
1,533 Local Price Coordination Coun-
cils nationwide have been activated to 
closely monitor the prices and supply 
of basic necessities and prime com-
modities. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/ANN
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IMPOSING a nationwide lock-
down to flatten the curve of Covid-
19 transmission would do nothing 
but overwhelm the government, 
the Indonesian Covid-19 rapid re-
sponse task force said.

It said the strict measure would 
require the government to provide 
affected residents with basic pro-
visions like food and medicine.

“Imagine if the president had 
decided to impose a lockdown on 
the country. The National Disaster 
Mitigation Agency [BNPB] would 
have been overwhelmed by now, 
as this would have meant it had 
to distribute goods to hundreds 
of millions of residents nation-
wide,” Covid-19 task force head 
Doni Monardo, who also heads the 
BNPB, said on Monday during a 
meeting with the House of Repre-
sentatives.

Doni said it was the government’s 
obligation to meet its citizens’ ba-
sic needs during the quarantine 
period as stated in Article 55 of the 
2018 law on health quarantine.

President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo 
has remained adamant that he 
would not impose a lockdown, 
resisting calls to implement the 
measure from health experts and 
regional leaders who criticised the 
vague physical distancing policy 
as “ineffective” in curbing the vi-
rus’ spread.

“We want economic activities to 
continue, with [businesses] prac-
tising social distancing for safety,” 
Jokowi said earlier.

The number of confirmed Covid-
19 cases in the country has contin-
ued to rise, with 2,491 confirmed 
cases and 209 deaths reported on 
Monday.

Doni said the agency, in coor-
dination with the Ministry of Ag-
riculture, had provided seeds to 
people who had been forced to 
leave their urban jobs as a result of 
the economic impacts of the out-
break and subsequently returned 
to their hometowns.

The seeds were intended to pro-
vide an alternative livelihood back 
in their hometowns.

“At the time being, we must en-
sure that people can lead decent 
lives. We are applying restrictions, 
not prohibitions,” he said. THE JA-

KARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

SEVENTY-SIX Thais touched 
down at Songkhla’s Hat Yai 
International Airport on 
Monday evening after going 
on a “Dawah” (Muslim reli-
gious mission) pilgrimage in 
Indonesia.

Songkhla governor Jaru-
wat Kliangklao said the 76 
and 35 crew who travelled 
on a Thai Lion Air flight have 
undergone standard screen-
ing procedures to prevent 
the spread of Covid-19.

“They were tested for 
symptoms and fever by offi-
cials wearing full protective 
suits, and the plane will be 
thoroughly disinfected. No 

one has shown any Covid-19 
symptoms or high fever in 
the preliminary screening,” 
said Jaruwat.

The passengers and crew 
were later transported to 
quarantine facilities in their 
hometowns – Songkhla (20 
people), Yala (seven), Pat-
tani (14), Narathiwat (seven) 
and Satun (26). The others, 
who hail from Chiang Mai 
and Bangkok, will be quar-
antined in Songkhla.

All returnees are staying in 
quarantine facilities for 14 
days as required by the Min-
istry of Public Health. If any-
one displays any Covid-19 

symptoms including pneu-
monia, they will be sent im-
mediately to the hospital for 
treatment.

Speaking at Government 
House earlier that day, the 
government’s Centre for 
Covid-19 Situation Admin-
istration (CCSA) spokes-
man Dr Taweesin Visanuy-
othin said stranded overseas 
should contact their local 
Thai Embassy or Consulate 
as soon as possible if they 
plan to return home.

“Songkhla provincial Pub-
lic Health Office and related 
authorities are ready to take 
returnees to quarantine ar-

eas in line with measures to 
contain the Covid-19 virus,” 
he said.

He urged people who 
wanted to return to the 
country to contact their 
Thai Embassy or Consulate 
because the government 
needed to know the number 
of returnees and their date 
of arrival.

The announcement comes 
after 152 returnees were 
threatened with arrest be-
cause they refused to go into 
quarantine after arriving at 
Suvarnabhumi Airport on 
Friday.

“Parents of children over-

seas can contact the emer-
gency operations centre at 
Suvarnabhumi Airport for 
assistance,” he said.

He confirmed that the 
government will take care 
of all returnees, but warned 
them to prepare for medical 
screening and quarantine 
on arrival.

“The CCSA has agreed to 
accommodate 200 returnees 
per day, so those who wish 
to return must show them-
selves to Royal Thai Embas-
sies and Consulates as soon 
as possible,” said Taweesin. 
THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

‘Lockdown 
too much for 
Indonesian 
government’ 

Seventy-six Thai pilgrims put into isolation

VN’s Phuc: Prepare for reinfections

Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc on Monday highlighted the need to remain 
alert as Covid-19 reinfection has been seen in some parts of the world. VGP NEWS

Philippines extends virus quarantine on main island until April 30
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N
EarlY one month 
into the oil price 
war between Saudi 
arabia and russia, 

there is still no sign of an ear-
ly resolution, which bodes ill 
for a world economy already 
battered by the novel corona-
virus pandemic.

an emergency meeting 
between the Organisation of 
petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries and russia on Monday 
to discuss reducing global 
oversupply was postponed 
to Thursday, as both sides 
reportedly sought more time 
to prepare for the talks, sug-
gesting the depth of the dis-
pute.

The failure of Saudi arabia 
and russia to reach an agree-
ment last month on cutting 
output, followed by both 
sides flooding the global 
market with excessive supply 
in a bid to grab a larger mar-
ket share, forced oil prices to 
fall close to $20 a barrel last 
week from the high of more 
than $60 in January.

although riyadh and Mos-
cow both insist they could 

adapt to low oil prices, ana-
lysts widely believe they over-
estimated their fiscal strength 
and underestimated the 
extent to which the pandemic 
could pummel demand.

in fact, the international 
Energy agency has said oil 
demand could shrink this year 
for the first time since the 

2008-2009 global financial cri-
sis, as the pandemic has 
forced airlines to cancel flights 
and kept vehicles off the roads.

More than $3 was the drop 
in Brent crude when asian 
markets opened on Monday. 
it recovered some ground, 
though, as one of russia’s 
top oil negotiators said the 

two sides are “very, very 
close” to a deal.

But as rystad Energy’s head 
of oil markets said, even if the 
top oil producers agree to cut 
output by 15 million barrels 
per day, “it will only be 
enough to scratch the surface 
of the more than 23 million 
barrels per day supply over-

hang predicted for april 2020”.
as of now, US shale compa-

nies, whose break-even price 
is between $40 and $50 per 
barrel, are the biggest losers 
in the price war, as evident 
from Denver-based Whiting 
petroleum Corp filing for 
bankruptcy protection last 
week due to falling revenue.

if the situation does not 
improve soon, many US drill-
ing companies could run up 
defaults amounting to tens of 
billions of dollars this year. 
and to avoid such a scenario, 
Washington has been push-
ing Moscow and riyadh to 
reach a deal.

Yet for China, which 
imports 70 per cent of its oil, 
low prices are a good oppor-
tunity to purchase large vol-
umes of oil and boost its stra-
tegic oil reserve, which will 
also help the country’s petro-
leum industry to reduce costs 
and pass on the benefits 
downstream.

an expanded oil reserve 
could also serve as a stimulus 
and inject fresh vitality into 
the real economy which is 
struggling to recover from 
the impact of the coronavirus 
outbreak. CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

WHilE thoroughly preventing chil-
dren from being infected, it is also 
necessary to provide an adequate 
study environment. it can be said 
that people in the education field are 
tasked with a tough challenge.

The governments of Tokyo and 
Osaka prefecture will extend the peri-
od of closures for schools such as 
high schools and integrated junior 
high and high schools until May 6, 
the last day of the upcoming long 
holiday. The decision was made after 
many people were being confirmed 
to have the new coronavirus on a dai-
ly basis.

in many cases, high school students 
use public transportation such as 
trains and buses to go to school. 
Extending the duration for school clo-
sures apparently aims at mitigating the 
risk of infection as much as possible.

The metropolitan government has 
asked public elementary and junior 
high schools to take similar meas-

ures. a multitude of ward boards of 
education are expected to act on the 
request.

One month has passed since the 
blanket introduction of school clo-
sures. Children have been placed 
under stress by not seeing friends 
and having fewer opportunities for 
play. Their daily rhythm is probably 
being disturbed.

There must be children who have 
been considerably shocked by the 
decision to continue school closures, 
because they had expected to be able 
to go to school at the beginning of 
the new school term.

above all, april is a season that has 
important meaning for school stu-
dents as it marks the beginning of a 
new school year. First-year students 
need to get used to a new environment 
and classmates. it is also a time for new 
classes and immediately follows a 
large-scale relocation of teachers.

it is indispensable to work on 

measures to minimise anxiety 
among children.

public elementary and junior high 
schools in Setagaya ward, Tokyo, 
which have been closed, will desig-
nate dates for attendance every three 
days, splitting children by grade to 
offer them study guidance. Measures 
for preventing infection will be taken, 
such as reducing their time at school 
to half-days and placing them into 
smaller classes.

Through these efforts to preserve 
school life, it is hoped children can 
become familiar with a new school 
environment even just a bit.

There is also concern over the cur-
riculum lagging behind schedule 
due to the continuation of school 
closures. Third-year students at 
high and junior high schools – pre-
paring to take entrance exams for 
university and high school – must 
be worried about the situation. it is 
important to support home learning 

through efforts including giving 
assignments with study goals and 
utilising online study materials.

Each school is required to revise 
its annual curriculum and resched-
ule events. One of the options will 
be managing to secure class hours 
by curtailing long summer holidays 
and the like.

Boards of education and schools 
are urged to present a future course 
to the extent that is possible, thus 
easing the anxiousness of parents 
and children.

as the domestic situation of 
infections varies from region to 
region, not a few municipalities 
where fewer infected patients have 
been found plan to resume school 
in april. When it comes to restart-
ing classes, children should receive 
firm instructions including taking 
their temperature every day and 
washing their hands frequently. THE 

YOMIURI SHIMBUN (JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Opinion
Editorial

Low oil prices add to global 
economic woes

Minimise schoolchildren’s anxiety 

Petrol station prices are adjusted in Los Angeles, California in the US as oil prices fall worldwide due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. AFP
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Junlen worms its way into sustainable farming
Kheng Sokkunthea

M
aNY might find earth-
worms loathsome, but 
23-year-old Sok Sot-
hearath (pictured) has 

no fear of the red wigglers. instead, 
the royal University of agriculture 
graduate has made use of the crea-
tures to innovate agricultural prac-
tices that promote sustainable de-
velopment in the Kingdom.

With a passion for working with rural 
farming communities since she was a 
teenager, Sothearath has been actively 
working with organisations as part 
of her dream to set up worm houses 
across Cambodia to manage the in-
creasing amount of organic waste and 
financially empower small farmers.

To that end, Sothearath co-founded 
a social enterprise which specialises 
in managing waste. it’s called Junlen, 
which translates to ‘earthworm’ from 
Khmer, the wiggling creatures that 
contribute much to the ecosystem.

“Junlen’s vision is to create a network 
of earthworm farms throughout Cam-
bodia. The purpose of this technology 
is to scale up traditional farming into 
business farming for sustainability.

“Supporting small farmers is my 
passion and this has inspired me 
to create the Junlen project,” the 
agronomist tells The Post.

Sothearath is an agricultural project 
manager at the red Dirt road Foun-
dation and works with small farmers 
to promote agricultural technologies 
in which Junlen is one.

The project is a sustainable waste 
management solution offering an effi-
cient way to recycle organic waste into 
nutritious, high-quality compost.

“Junlen is starting small because 
we appreciate everyone harvesting 
the power of the earthworm,” she 
says, admitting that she felt unease 
when she touched an earthworm for 
the first time.

in 2017, Sothearath had a chance 
to visit Thailand, and it was the first 
time when she put her hands on 
earthworms at an exhibition booth.

“i was a bit uncomfortable at first 
but soon my fear disappeared when 
i learned more about the awesome 
things they can do and the potential 
they have to benefit the environment, 
contribute to food security and even 
help to end poverty,” she says.

During her research as an intern for 
an agricultural project working with 
disabled people, she stumbled upon 
vermiculture technology, which she 
considered suitable because it does 
not require a lot of effort and can gen-
erate a good income at the same time.

Combining her Thai experience 
with her new knowledge of vermic-
ulture technology, she returned to 
Cambodia with a new idea to de-
velop and implement.

“When i came back to Cambodia, 
i told my professors at school about 
my experience and they gave me 
about one kilogramme of red worms 
and vermicompost,” she says.

Sothearath started raising the 
red worms and vermicompost at 
Harpswell Foundation Dormitory 
and leadership Centres for Women 
in phnom penh.

after six months, the result was 
unexpected with the earthworm 
population having grown exponen-
tially. She finally transformed the 
earthworm to organic waste and 
nutrient-rich fertiliser through a 
vermicomposting technique. 

“Vermicomposting is a method of 
using worms to transform organic 
waste into a nutrient-rich fertiliser. 
Vermicompost or vermiculture is 
the product of the composting pro-
cess using various species of worms 
to create a mixture of decomposing 
vegetable or food waste, bedding 
materials and vermicast.

“Simply put, vermicompost is 
earthworm excrement, called cast-
ings, which can improve the biolog-
ical, chemical and physical proper-
ties of the soil,” she says.

The main resource to produce 
vermicompost is the earthworm, 
Sothearath says, so she named her 
innovative project “Junlen”.

The products are mainly vermi-
compost, earthworm, and installa-
tion and education training services. 
Sothearath has achieved success 
with small farmers for two years 
and continues to work toward a 
sustainable community with 
Junlen.

She first started to 
introduce this new 
technology to farmers 
in Samaki Meanchey dis-
trict, Kampong Chhnang prov-
ince, because they are vulnerable 
groups and garment workers, who 
are challenged in terms of health, 

food, nutrition and public services.
To improve their economic 

status and livelihood, 
they send their 
children to work 
abroad, she 
says. 

“With this 
i n n ov a t i o n , 
the farmers 
are moving 
forward from 
v u l n e r a b l e 
communities to 
live better than 
ever,” says 

Sothearath.
Junlen has won several awards such 

as the Honda Foundation award, 
2019, Dak Dam incubation pro-

gramme, 2019, and YSEali incu-
bation programme, 2020.

The inexpensive process 
only takes two to three 
months to produce results. 
it improves the root struc-
ture and plant growth. The 
increase in crop yield is 
also noticeable.
“Moreover, vermicompost 

enhances plant growth, sup-
presses disease in plants, in-

creases porosity and micro-
bial activity in the soil, 

and improves water 
retention and aera-

tion,” she adds.
However, she 

has to overcome 
two major chal-

lenges – peo-
ple’s inabil-
ity to organise 
waste by type 

and vermipho-
bia.
“it’s pretty sad 

that our people 
don’t recognise 

the uses of their re-

sources as farmers while other coun-
tries are putting them into practice.

“The challenges are in the mind-
set of the people, in managing their 
wastes. That has to be changed, 
and their fear of these little lovely 
earthworms. also, it is so difficult 
to promote this technology to Mus-
lim farmers because of their fear of 
earthworms,” she says.

But she overcame a milestone 
when she found an innovative farm-
er, who then inspired another eight 
others to start using the techniques.

“after that, the whole community 
followed through. This motivates me 
to create a better future for agriculture 
in Cambodia. i believe the youth can 
bring technology and quality leader-
ship skills to create healthy foods for 
humankind,” she says.

Though some issues still linger, 
she wants to strengthen aspects of 
the Junlen business such as qual-
ity control, marketing and delivery 
while working actively to expand 
the network across the country.

“Supporting small farmers is my 
passion and this has inspired me to 
create the Junlen project. i strongly 
believe that our Junlen network will 
spread out from individual house-
holds to communities and the coun-
try,” she says.

Sothearath is an agricultural project manager at the Red Dirt Road Foundation and works with small farmers to promote agricultural technologies in which Junlen is one. SUPPLIED

She first started to introduce this new technology to farmers in Samaki Meanchey district, Kampong Chhnang province, because they are vulnerable groups and garment workers. SUPPLIED
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Eight dry quarts
  5 Cotton on a stick
  9 Confirmation location
 14 Friendly nation, to a diplomat
 15 It’s a bit like a whit
 16 Not a soul
 17 “How true!”
 20 Making into cubes
 21 Tripod for a painter
 22 Solicited
 23 Mountain lake
 25 “H” on a frat sweater
 28 “Affirmative”
 29 Pal of Mickey
 31 Board, as a bus
 33 He might steal from a yenta
 34 Like many a protected castle
 35 Olden days
 37 Road bends
 39 South African currency units
 40 Hills near lochs
 41 Pitcher in a suit?
 42 By means of
 45 Coveting, per the Bible
 46 Impertinent, in slang
 47 Cast-of-thousands films

 49 Quite odd
 52 Some oranges
 53 Words to a supposedly overnight 

success
 57 Flu variety
 58 Entrance into a mine
 59 Pitching stats, for short
 60 Half a Washington city
 61 Agrees silently
 62 Figs. on blue cards
DOWN
  1 Type of loan or candy bar
  2 “Plaza” children’s book heroine
  3 Hen sounds
  4 Mr. Mister song named after a 

prayer
  5 Enjoy some karaoke
  6 Court
  7 Long-distance phone co.
  8 Danish territory?
  9 “No ifs, ___ or buts”
 10 Prospector’s find
 11 Madame’s grooming ritual
 12 “Barbara ___” (Beach Boys cover)
 13 Old pump abbr.
 18 Chess climaxes
 19 Bond creator Fleming

 23 Pirouette pivots
 24 Has the means for
 26 Follow, as the party line
 27 Common conjunction
 30 Singletons
 31 Gracious introduction?
 32 They were big on Clark Gable
 33 Charity’s plea
 34 Aping avian
 35 Peaceful
 36 Notoriety, say
 37 Ultimate “Survivor” winner?
 38 Alleged paranormalist Geller
 41 One with the Wright stuff?
 42 Forceful exertions or some old 

Acuras
 43 He cometh in a play
 44 Evaluate for tax purposes
 46 Chinese river or dynasty
 48 Walks back and forth
 50 ___ Mountains (Russian range)
 51 Southern Italian smoker
 52 Wild things to sow?
 53 Deviate from a straight course
 54 Eggs, to biologists
 55 It’s Tokyo now
 56 Ducked the seeker

“NO, YOU ARE, KINDA” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution



The National Football League (NFL) has 
outlined details for a “virtual draft” to be held 
later this month after original plans for the 
April 23-25 event in Las Vegas were scrapped 
due to the coronavirus pandemic.

An NFL report on the league’s website said 
commissioner Roger Goodell had notified 
all 32 teams that the draft would take place 
using the phone and internet in order to 
comply with social distancing guidelines.

All NFL league and club facilities are cur-
rently shuttered due to the Covid-19 crisis, 
meaning team officials and draft hopefuls 
this year will need to participate in separate 
locations.

“Because of these circumstances, clubs have 
been advised to prepare to conduct the 2020 
draft entirely outside of their facilities and in a 
fully virtual format, with club personnel in 
separate locations and able to communicate 
with one another and draft headquarters by 
phone or internet,” said Goodell.

NFL employees would be separated in the 
same way, working in locations outside of 
league offices, he said.

he added that the arrangements for a vir-
tual draft had been made after officials 

failed to find any other viable alternative.
“After consulting with medical advisers, we 

cannot identify an alternative that is prefer-
able from a medical or public health per-
spective, given the varying needs of clubs, 
the need properly to screen participants, and 
the unique risk factors that individual club 
employees may face.

“I have spoken to many of you in the past 
several days and recognise the challenges 
facing all of us. We are operating in an envi-
ronment unlike anything we have experi-
enced before, one that requires flexibility, 
patience, and cooperation,” said Goodell.

The NFL is nervously following the progress 
of the Covid-19 crisis with the start of the 
2020-2021 season just five months away.

So far there are no plans to delay the start 
of the season although there is the strong 
possibility of disruption to pre-season 
training, which could force a rejig of the 
season schedule.

The coronavirus outbreak has brought sport 
in North America to its knees with most major 
professional leagues for basketball, baseball, 
soccer and ice hockey either halting play or 
delaying the start of their season. AFP

W
ITh the top clubs 
in the Bundes-
liga already back 
in training, en-

vious rivals across europe are 
watching to see whether the 
Germans gain an edge or pay a 
price when play resumes.

europe’s top leagues are 
desperate to return to com-
petition to avert financial di-
saster due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, but if they move 
too fast they could risk injur-
ing their players. Moving too 
slow also comes at a cost.

In addition to the injury 
worry, when to resume train-
ing presents a problem of 
fairness, if some clubs can 
resume sooner than others 
it could distort competition 
and produce “crazy” results. 

The issue has come up in 

Germany where, in line with 
an earlier recommendation by 
the German football league, 
Bundesliga leaders Bayern 
Munich and second-place Bo-
russia Dortmund and a raft of 
other clubs resumed training 
in small groups on Monday. 
The Bundesliga hopes to return 
in early May, having ground to 
a halt in mid-March.

“We have to combine two 
central goals, namely to keep 
the players in a very good 
condition and at the same 
time avoid possible infec-
tions”, said Paderborn sports 
director Martin Przondziono.

RB Leipzig had continued 
with non-contact training 
throughout and Augsburg re-
sumed on March 23. By Mon-
day, only Freiburg and Werder 
Bremen of the Bundesliga 

clubs had not resumed.
Werder Bremen coach Flo-

rian Kohfeldt, unable to train 
his squad because of local 
regulations, said he was wor-
ried about “distortion of com-
petition”.

In an interview published 
on Friday, Carlo Ancelotti, the 
veteran Italian manager, now 
in charge at everton, empha-
sised that point.

“One of the important things 
is that all the clubs resume 
training at the same time, that 
there are no disparities, that 
no one has an advantage over 
the others,” the 60-year-old 
Italian told the L’Equipe daily.

Coach Julian Nagelsmann 
of Dortmund is already put-
ting his players through their 
paces.

“My players haven’t lost too 
much fitness,” Nagelsmann 
said. “They’ll be back in shape 
in a week and a half or two.”

The question of how long 
players need to safely regain 
match fitness will face all of 
europe’s top clubs after the 
unprecedented mid-season 
interruption. 

“It depends on how long 
they are confined,” said Span-
ish coach Juanjo Del Ojo, a 
fitness trainer at Monaco in 
French Ligue 1.

“If it lasts five or six weeks, 
we would need a minimum 
of three weeks before we can 

return to the competition 
with certainty and reduce 
the risk of injury.”

‘Really weird’ 
Xavier Frezza, an indepen-

dent coach who works with 
French professional foot-
ballers, told AFP that “players 
have never experienced this 
in their entire lives.

“A pro player only has a three- 
to four-week break in the sum-
mer, and many of them still do 
a few things,” he added.

“Two months is going to be 
really weird for them.”

“Some studies have shown a 
correlation between the num-
ber of full training sessions be-
fore resuming competition and 
a reduction in injuries,” he said.

For the players, self-disci-
pline during the lockdown 
will play a big role.

Those who have kept in 
shape and avoided weight 
gain will come back much bet-
ter than those who have not.

That explains why Bayern 
Munich introduced compulsory 
group training by video confer-
ence from the first day of con-
finement, maintaining a rhythm 

and team peer pressure. 
The risks are all the greater 

as any resumption will bear 
no resemblance to the pre-
season, when the pace picks 
up gradually. 

The clubs will have to com-
plete the high-pressure part 
of the season playing twice a 
week at home and in europe.

This raises the question 
of whether clubs that start 
training first will have an ad-
vantage over those that have 
been confined for longer. 

“A week’s difference, when 
you don’t even have three 
weeks of preparation, physical-
ly and technically it can make a 
big difference,” said Frezza.

Former Borussia Dortmund 
captain Sebastian Kehl sus-
pects some “crazy” results if 
and when the league resumes 
after the forced hiatus.

“My guess is that the results 
will be more unpredictable, 
there will be movement in the 
table with the odd surprise 
or two,” the 40-year-old, part 
of Dortmund’s management 
team, told Monday’s edition 
of German magazine Kicker. 
AFPIf some clubs can resume sooner than others it could distort competition and produce ‘crazy’ results. AFP
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Bundesliga 
training seen 
as a risk for 
player health

NFL announces ‘virtual draft’ set for later this month

Bundesliga leaders Bayern Munich and second-place Borussia Dortmund and a raft of other clubs resumed training in small groups on Monday. AFP

NFL commissioner Roger Goodell (right) has informed the league’s 32 teams that the draft will take place via the 
internet to comply with social distancing guidelines. GETTY IMAGES/AFP
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With NBa season on the line, 
Silver shoots for May decision
N

Ba Commissioner 
adam Silver says he 
thinks it will be at 
least May before any 

decision can be made about re-
sumption of the 2019-2020 sea-
son that was shut down amid 
the coronavirus pandemic.

“Essentially, what i’ve told 
my folks over the last week is 
that we just should just accept 
that, at least for the month of 
april, we won’t be in a position 
to make any decisions,” Silver 
said on Monday in an inter-
view that was live streamed on 
the NBa’s Twitter account.

“and i don’t think that nec-
essarily means on May 1 we 
will be,” he added.

The NBa was the first major 
US pro-sports league to halt 
games, shutting down the 
season on the night of March 
11 after Utah Jazz center rudy 
Gobert became the first NBa 
player to test positive for the 
virus.

The NBa regular season 
was set to end on april 15, 
with the playoffs due to start 
on april 18 heading toward 
the June NBa Finals.

With continuing uncertainty 
over how the virus will con-
tinue to spread and when it 
might be contained, Silver said 
no decision had been made as 
to whether to try to complete 
the regular season or possibly 
go straight to the playoffs.

Nor has the league homed in 
on scenarios such as staging a 
tournament-style playoffs in a 
single location, in one recent 
report possibly las Vegas.

“i don’t want to leave the 
suggestion that we’re not do-
ing everything we possibly 
can to restart under the right 
circumstances,” Silver said.

However, he noted that 
once play can resume, the op-
tions won’t be unlimited.

“i will say, as i look out into 

the summer there does come a 
point where we would start im-
pacting next season,” he said.

Silver said the league was 
still considering resuming 
play without fans, whether in 
NBa arenas, at practice facili-
ties or at a single site in tour-
nament-style playoffs.

One report suggested that 
the league was considering las 
Vegas for such a tournament.

“There’s been a lot of con-
jecture about various cities 
and places that might hold a 
tournament.

“We’re in listening mode 
right now. We’ve been con-
tacted by many of those juris-
dictions to ask what our level 
of interest is.

“But there’s just too much 
unknown right now.

“The health of everyone 
involved in the NBa has to 
come first,” he said.

Silver said he didn’t imagine 

when he made the call to shut 
down the league on March 11 
that much of the US would 
soon be under shelter-at-home 
orders as Covid-19 cases and 
deaths shot up in hubs includ-
ing Seattle and New York.

“There wasn’t any of the 
widespread view that our 
country would in essence be 
entirely shut down over the 
next several weeks,” he said.

“The fact is sitting here to-
day, i know less, in a way, than 
i did then.”

Silver noted that the NBa, 
and sports in general, were 
among the first US businesses 
to cease operations as health 
authorities counselled social 
distancing to slow the spread 
of the virus.

‘Can’t compromise safety’
He said he told president 

Donald Trump, who held a 
conference call with Silver and 

other major US sports league 
leaders on Saturday, that he 
believed “all the leagues share 
this view that we would love 
to be part of the movement to 
restart the economy.

“Of course that can’t come 
in a way that would compro-
mise safety,” he added.

While Silver remains con-
cerned about the economic 
effect a more extended shut 
down will have on 55,000 
people employed in the NBa 
– many of them on a game-
day basis – he also said the 
increased use of technol-
ogy for virtual meetings and 
such had led the league to ex-
plore “more virtual ways that 
people could experience the 
game.

“How can we now think 
about opportunities using 
this downtime to re-express 
this experience for our fans?” 
Silver said. afp

Formula One in 
‘very fragile state’ 
says CEO Brown

British boxing great Nigel Benn 
reveals coronavirus heartbreak

MClarEN CEO Zak Brown on 
Sunday said the coronavirus 
pandemic has plunged For-
mula One into “a very fragile 
state”, warning that as many as 
four teams could even be driv-
en out of business.

The 2020 world champion-
ship has been unable to start 
with eight races of a scheduled 
22 already either scrapped or 
postponed.

“This is potentially devastat-
ing to teams, and if [it is devas-
tating] to enough teams then 
it’s very threatening to F1 as a 
whole,” Brown told the BBC on 
the eve of a meeting planned to 
discuss cost-cutting in the 
sport.

Brown insisted that all the 
teams have agreed to lower 
the 2021 budget cap to $150 
million down from $175 mil-
lion.

However, he said the ceiling 
needs to be reduced further to 
counter the financial fall-out 
from the virus-hit season.

“Could i see – through what 
is going on right now in the 
world if we don’t tackle this 
situation head on very aggres-
sively – two teams disappear-
ing? Yeah,” said Brown.

“in fact, i could see four 
teams disappearing if this isn’t 
handled the right way.

“and then, given how long it 
takes to ramp up an F1 team, 
and given the economic and 
health crisis we are in right 
now, to think there would be 
people lined up to take over 
those teams like there has his-
torically been . . . i don’t think 
the timing could be worse from 
that standpoint.

“So i think F1 is in a very frag-
ile state at the moment.” afp

BriTiSH boxing great Nigel 
Benn revealed on instagram 
that one of his brothers Mark 
has died of coronavirus.

The 56-year-old – former 
world champion at two 
weights – said Mark had been 
the “Joker” of the family.

it came as the number of UK 
coronavirus-related deaths 
climbed by 621 to 4,934 and 
infections rose by 5,903 to 
47,806. 

“My brother Mark passed 
away 2day [Covid 19], as we 
all were growing up Mark was 
the Joker of the Benn house 
hold,” he wrote.

“May he rest in peace love 
u Mark.’”

Benn – whose 23-year-old 
son Conor is a promising 

pugilist with an unblemished 
record – was one of seven boys 
but lost his older brother andy 
when he fell out of a window 
aged just eight.

Benn was dubbed the ‘Dark 
Destroyer’ for his aggressive 
style and enjoyed a fierce 
rivalry with compatriots Chris 
Eubank and Michael Watson.

Benn won the WBO middle-
weight title in 1990 and then 
went on to become WBC 
super-middleweight cham-
pion holding the belt between 
1992 and 1996 – losing his 
crown to South african Thu-
lani Malinga. 

He retired from the ring in 
1996 after twice failing to 
wrest the WBO super-middle-
weight title from irishman 

Stephen Collins.
Benn is not the first from the 

sport in Britain to lose a rela-
tive due to the coronavirus.

The grandmother and father 
of British light-heavyweight 
anthony Yarde died within a 
few days of each other.

The 28-year-old made an 
emotional appeal to the pub-
lic to “just stay home” to avoid 
the risk of spreading the 
virus.

“it’s serious!” Yarde wrote on 
social media.

“people are still going out 
when they don’t need to. i 
know there’s a lot of opinions 
about Covid-19 and i have 
mine but i just know opinions 
ain’t worth risking your life and 
others. Just stay home.” afp

NBA commissioner Adam Silver said the league was still considering resuming play without fans, whether in 
NBA arenas, at practice facilities or at a single site in tournament-style playoffs. getty images/afp

Nigel Benn (left), celebrates with his son, Conor Ben, after he defeated Ivailo Boyanov in a Super-Lightweight 
boxing match in London. afp

McLaren boss Zak Brown is worried that the coronavirus could put 
some racing teams out of business. getty images/afp
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