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justice Ministry 
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backlog of cases
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Phuon Chansereivuth 
and Niem Chheng

T
HE Ministry of Health 
on Thursday con-
firmed two more cases 
of coronavirus infec-

tions, raising the total to 98.
In Siem Reap province, two 

Indonesian aged 41 and 49 are 
being treated at the provincial 
hospital after their transfer 
from one in Thailand as they 
could not afford to pay for 
treatment there.

In a separate case in the 
province, health officials have 
located 340 people who came 
into direct contact with the 
more than 30 French tourists 
who tested positive for Covid-
19 in Sihanoukville. The 360 
have been under strict quar-
antine for 14 days.

In Phnom Penh, a 34-year-
old Swedish man tested pos-
itive after requesting a med-
ica l cer t i f icate at t he 
Khmer-Soviet Friendship 
Hospital for his international 

flight. But the ministry said 
the man had flown to Thai-
land before the test results 
were confirmed as positive.

In Koh Kong province, a 
57-year-old man from Kampot 
province who contracted Cov-
id-19 has been discharged 
from hospital after treatment.

Of the 98 Covid-19 patients 
recorded in Cambodia, 11, 
including eight Cambodians, a 
Chinese and a British have been 
certified clinically recovered.

Meanwhile, in his Face-

book post on Thursday, Min-
ister of Interior Sar Kheng 
said from Sunday to Thurs-
day, local authorities in the 
Kingdom’s provinces had 
recorded the details of over 
40,000 migrant workers who 
returned from Thailand.

And speaking at the Poipet 
International Border Check-
point police station in Banteay 
Meanchey province, he said 
of the number, more than 
9,200 were recorded there, 
while 7,600 were recorded in 

Battambang, and more than 
1,100 in Kampong Cham.

He said over 1,800 were 
recorded in Kampong Thom, 
while Kampot had 500 and 
Kandal 1,000. More than 2,000 
were recorded in Prey Veng, 
over 800 in Pursat, more than 
5,000 in Siem Reap, more than 
800 in Takeo, over 1,800 in 
Oddar Meanchey and above 
1,300 in Tbong Khmum.

Sar Kheng also said 24 migrant

Russia 
calls for 
relief of
sanction

Authorities detail 40,000 
migrants, toll reaches 98    

RUSSIAN President Vladimir 
Putin on Thursday called for 
sanctions relief during the 
coronavirus pandemic, telling 
G20 leaders it was a matter “of 
life and death”. 

The leader did not specify 
which countries should be ear-
marked for sanctions relief, 
speaking instead more broadly.  

“Ideally we should introduce 
a . . . joint moratorium on 
restrictions on essential goods 
as well as on financial transac-
tions for their purchase,” Putin 
said at a virtual meeting of G20 
leaders on Thursday.

“I am talking about the coun-
tries that are suffering the most 
from this pandemic. At the end 
of the day, it’s a question of life 
and death, this is a purely 
humanitarian issue.”

“These matters should be 
freed of any politics,” he said.

Russia has been chafing under 
numerous rounds of Western 
sanctions following the annexa-
tion of Crimea in 2014 and its 
role in the Ukraine crisis.

It is also an ally of a number 
other countries sanctioned by 
the West, namely Iran and 
North Korea.  

The Kremlin chief said it was 
important to establish “green 
corridors free of trade wars and 
sanctions” that would ensure 
supplies of medication, food, 
equipment and technology.

Putin also predicted the cur-
rent crisis would be tougher than 
the financial crisis of 2008-2009 
and trade conflicts and sanc-
tions would only exacerbate it.

“We undoubtedly cannot 
afford to act on the principle 
‘every man for himself’,” the 
Russian president said, adding 
that countries needed to join 
forces in developing vaccines 
and drug treatments.

Covid-19 and a steep drop in 
oil prices have caused a two-
pronged crisis for the Russian 
economy, challenging Putin’s 
promises to boost growth and 
raise living standards. AFP

ConTInued – page 3

Keep out fire
The phnom penh Municipal Fire department on Thursday called on parents and guardians to stop children under 13 years from carrying out work involving fire.  
The appeal was made after a fire killed one and injured six in phnom penh’s Tuol Kork district on wednesday night. FRESH NEWS sTORY > 5
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Niem Chheng

aUThOrITIES detained a high 
school teacher in Kampong 
chhnang province on Thurs-
day after he was caught con-
ducting online classes despite 
the fact that schools had been 
ordered to close temporarily to 
prevent covid-19 infections. 

Keo Thai teaches at Boribo 
high School in Kampong 
chhnang and is a member of 
the cambodian Independent 
Teachers association (cita) in 
the province as well as a for-
mer member of the Supreme 
court-dissolved cambodia 
National rescue Party (cNrP).

he was arrested and sent to 
Phnom Penh on Thursday af-
ter announcing to offer online 
English classes, his daughter 
Keo rachana said.

She said police surrounded 
their house at 6am and told 
Thai to come out, but he re-
fused to do so because the 
authorities did not have an 
arrest warrant. 

But at about 7am, she said, 
the provincial court prosecu-
tor reached the house.

“I asked for an arrest war-
rant but he said that he is the 
prosecutor. he confiscated 
three phones which belong 
to me and my parents. Then, 
he wrote a letter regarding the 
confiscation.

“he said if I do not allow 
him to check the house, he 
would further sue my family 
as he had already had an ar-
rest warrant,” she said.

When Thai came down, 
provincial authorities put 
him in their police car, while 
rachana was left wondering 
why he was arrested.

“my father stopped teach-
ing extra classes when the 
minstry of Education ordered 
all schools closed to prevent 
the spread of covid-19. he 
then began teaching online,” 
rachana said.

The arrest came a day after 

Prime minister hun Sen said 
a teacher and former cita 
member had announced on 
social media the opening of 
extra classes.

ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sport spokesman 
ros Sovichea declined to 
comment on the arrest, and 
referred reporters to an an-
noucement that the ministry 
made on Thursday.

The ministry’s annoucement 
said: “Teaching extra classes is 
banned in the period of fight-
ing against covid-19 infec-
tions. The ministry will take 
action against offenders.”

While confirming Thai’s ar-
rest, National Police spokes-
man chhay Kim Khoeun said 
the teacher is involved in 
many other cases.

“he was a suspect who 
incited and conspired with 
traitors, especially when he 
was an activist. he was on 
the court’s [black] list but was 
spared any legal action by the 
government. Instead, he was 
put under court observation.

“after he was forgiven, he 
didn’t seem to change. he 
even created more problems 
by producing inciteful news, 
which means he did not 
change. 

“he is still inciteful. he has 
been sent to Phnom Penh to 
be legally processed and sent 
to court,” he said. 

Former cNrP activist 
nabbed for offering 
online English classes

Japan requested to recruit 
100,000 for skilled workforce
Long Kimmarita

m
INISTEr of La-
bour and Voca-
tional Training, 
Ith Sam heng, 

has asked Japan to increase 
the number of cambodian 
workers to 100,000 in future 
as it plans to recruit 30,000 
skilled workers in building 
maintenance alone.

The request was made 
Thursday at a working meet-
ing between him, a delega-
tion of the cambodian Inter-
national Education Support 
Fund (cIESF), and the Japa-
nese Building maintenance 
association (JBma), the min-
istry said in a press release.

JBma managing direc-
tor hiroshi horiguchi said 
building maintenance is a 
necessary skill in Japan, and 
included hygiene, environ-
ment, quality management, 
building safety and cleaning 
for both inside and the sur-
rounding area.

The association has more 
than 2,800 companies and 
has Japanese workers and 
others from abroad totalling 
about one million, he said.

“Because Japan is experienc-
ing population ageing and the 
slow growth of adults enter-
ing the workforce, the country 
faces a shortage of workers 
among building maintenance 
professionals. This is why we 
need to recruit workers from 
abroad,” he said.

The JBma estimates that 
building maintenance in 
Japan needs about 900,000 
workers, with at least 30,000 
coming from abroad.

hiroshi said the associa-
tion had previously recruited 
skilled workers from myan-
mar and the Philippines, but 
in future, the association in-
tends to recruit them from 
cambodia.

Sam heng expressed his 
strong support for the associ-

ation’s plans and urged cam-
bodian and Japanese officials 
to work closely and cooperate 
in this matter.

he also called on cambodi-
an labour recruitment com-
panies to announce Japanese 
language training and test 
skills in preparation for send-
ing workers to that country.

“Let the JBma cooperate 
and consult the Department 
of Labour and Vocational 
Training and the ministry to 
recruit and refer workers, by 
officially recognising the min-
istry at a later stage,” he said.

Sam heng suggested that 
the JBma could use any train-
ing institution under the min-
istry to organise the skills test 
as they offered training in con-
struction, electrical and auto-
motive skills at five venues.

Secondly, the Japan Building 

maintenance association can 
cooperate with recruitment 
and training companies in the 
Kingdom to send workers for 
its language competency test.

a ministry report said cam-
bodia had sent nearly 15,000 
trainees and skilled workers to 
Japan, working in agriculture, 
fishing, construction, food 
processing, garments, nursing 
care, machinery, metallurgy 
and other sectors.

Dy Thehoya, a programme 
officer at labour rights group 
central, said at this point, 
cambodia should be ready to 
train skilled workers in order 
to gain access to the job mar-
ket abroad.

he said in the past, cambo-
dian workers rarely had the 
specific skill and high posi-
tions because most of them 
who work abroad are involved 

in labour-intensive jobs and 
subject to abuse.

“The government should 
consider focusing on the de-
velopment of an alternative 
school for cambodians, be-
cause if the people or children 
do not want to go through the 
education system by the end of 
grade 9, they may have a choice 
to go to a technical school.

“There, they can be given the 
same status as a graduate stu-
dent in the education system. 
This is a long-term production 
of human resource,” he said.

Besides that, he also wants 
to see the ministry impos-
ing strict standards for la-
bour companies and better 
programmes for cambodian 
workers who want to work 
abroad so that they are pro-
tected from being cheated or 
abused in any form.

Ith Sam Heng at the meeting with the Japanese delegation at the ministry. He requested the Japanese Build-
ing Maintenance Association to hire more skilled Cambodians. Labour ministry

Prison officer held for selling drugs
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

ThE Pailin Provincial court decided to 
place a prison officer in pre-trial deten-
tion on Thursday for peddling illegal 
drugs to the inmates.

Pailin provincial anti-Drug Department 
chief Phorng choeum told The Post that 

the suspect, El Bet, 52, hails from Ochra 
Kandal village, Tuol Lvea commune, in 
Pailin city. 

he was arrested on monday after spe-
cialists from the department investigated 
and found 100g of methamphetamine 
hidden in the storage compartment of 
motorbike while he was attempting to 

deliver them to prisoners. 
“Prisoners had reported that the sus-

pect took drugs to sell in their prison. We 
had investigated for months before we 
arrested the suspect at the prison on 
monday,” he said. 

During the arrest, authorities confis-
cated a bag of methamphetamine weigh-
ing 8.3g, WY drugs weighing 0.9g, a motor-
bike, and two mobile phones, choeum 
said. 

“When being questioned, the suspect 
confessed that he received the drugs from 
the prisoners’ relatives, who hid them in 
food and fruits, and then delivered them 
to the prison. he kept some of the drugs 
to use himself and sold the rest to prison-
ers,” he said. 

after questioning him on Wednesday, 
police sent the suspect and the evidence 
to the provincial court to be processed. 

choeum said police are investigating 
further to nab the drug network.  

Pailing provincial court prosecutor 
Kong chan Khemarin told The Post that 
the suspect was accused of possessing 
and dealing in drugs and sent to the pro-
vincial prison to be detained after he was 
questioned by a prosecutor and an inves-
tigating judge. Prison officer El Bet is now in pre-trial detention for peddling drugs to inmates. poLice

Keo Thai was arrested at home 
for teaching online. suppLied



Soth Koemsoeun

SOME 200 families in Anlong 
and Boeung Krochab Choeung 
villages, in Prek Tameak com-
mune, Khsach Kandal district, 
in Kandal province, have 
expressed concern over the 
clearing and landfilling activi-
ties in the natural lake area.

They claim the activities may 
involve collusion between local 
authorities and traders to occu-
py the area as private land.

However, the authorities 
have denied their allegations 
and said the work is being car-
ried out as a village-commune 
development.

One resident of Anlong vil-
lage who did not want to be 
named said on Thursday that 
he is worried about the loss of 
more than 4ha of natural lakes 
in the village. 

“The commune and village 
authorities have colluded with 
other traders to use tractors to 
clear the lake and fill more 
than 10 per cent of it.

“I am almost 40 years old 
and have been seeing this lake 
since I was born. It was so big, 
but it has become smaller now 
because people living near the 
lake always encroached into it. 
Now, there are traders filling in 
the land for private owner-
ship,” he claimed.

He also claimed that a person 
by the name of Poch Sour had 
bought the lake and colluded 
with the village and commune 
chiefs to clear it without having 
any meeting or holding a public 
consultation inform villagers of 
the matter.

“I urge the authorities to keep 
this natural lake in order to store 
water in the rainy season not to 
flood the village and the peo-
ple’s homes,” he said.

Another villager from Boe-
ung Krachab Chhoeurng vil-
lage, who also asked to remain 
anonymous, said during the 
rainy season, the lake is used to 
store water for irrigation, as a 
fish sanctuary and to allow 
cows to drink.

“It does not make sense to 
develop the lake as the author-
ities already have a budget to 
develop the village.

“If we destroy it, we lose eve-
rything. But if it remains, we will 
continue to have a lake with 
plenty of water and fish. As citi-
zens, we support the restoration 
of the lake rather than destroy-
ing it. We want the lake restored 
to what it was,” he said.

Boeung Krachab Chhoeung 
village chief, Kruy Chheang 

Lin, said on Thursday that the 
authorities did not allow the 
lake to be destroyed, but only 
to deepen it by another 6m 
and create a drainage system 
in case of heavy flooding.

He said the natural lake is the 
common property for the villag-
ers’ use and the question of sell-
ing or grabbing it for private 
ownership did not arise.

“We are only deepening it. 
There’s no buying or selling of 
anything. We are doing so that 
our village will not flood dur-
ing the rainy season. I too 
agree that if we destroy the 
lake, the village would flood 
during the rainy season, so we 
will not destroy it but make a 
canal for floodwaters to run 
out,” he said.

Prek Tameak commune chief 
Chhay Sen who the villagers 
accuse said the authorities had 
only used tractors to construct 
waterways (canals), clear the 

forest and the bottom of the lake 
only. There is no intention to 
destroy the lake.

“The lake can store a lot of 
water and doesn’t need to be 
destroyed or turned into some-
thing else. People accuse us 
without understanding our 
development strategy,” he said.

Khsach Kandal district gov-
ernor Bun Pheng said on 
Thursday that there have been 
those who encroached into the 
lake, but the authorities always 
stopped it in time. Today, the 
remaining 4ha of lake land 
cannot be encroached as it is 
state property.

He said last month there was 
an attempted land grab of the 
lake, but he prevented the clear-
ing, buying and selling of it, and 
requested the Kandal provincial 
government to list it as state 
property. And he ordered com-
mune officials to prevent fur-
ther clearing of the lake.

“On Wednesday, I was 
informed that the lake is still 
being filled secretly. I assigned 
my expert officers to stop them 
once again, and we warned and 
contacted the owner of the 
machinery that was being used 
in the landfilling. 

“If he still encroaches into 
the lake, we will arrest and pro-
duce him in court, and seize 
his machinery. We know the 
machinery’s owner and have 
asked for guidance from high-
er-ups,” he said.

Sour, who is accused of 
being the trader involved in 
selling the lake, could not be 
reached for comment about 
the accusation. 

Kim Sarom

THE Court of Appeal on Thurs-
day upheld a life sentence met-
ed out on 29-year-old Sorn Pov 
for murder. The  Battambang 
provincial court had previously 
convicted Pov for the 2014 kill-
ing in Boeung Raing commune, 
in Kamrieng district. 

Judge Sin Visal said Pov had 
admitted to killing Ly Sovan-
narith at his March 18 trial.

“The court has decided to 
uphold the verdict of the Bat-
tambang Provincial Court, but 
the accused has the right to 
appeal to the Supreme Court 
within one month,” he said.

During the original trial, Pov 
told the judge that he was a 
drug user and that on April 11, 
2014, he and a friend, 28-year-
old Sok Chan, met for a drink 
in Boeung Raing commune.

While drinking, Chan told 
him to call victim Ly Sovan-
narith, a moneylender’s son in 
Kamrieng district, to meet 
them so they could purchase 
and use drugs together.

Pov said that when Sovannar-
ith arrived, he and Chan hopped 
onto Sovannarith’s motorbike 
so they could go buy drugs. 
When they reached a quiet 
place on a dirt road, Chan struck 
Sovannarith with a stone. 

Sovannarith stopped the 
motorbike to fight back, but 

Pov held his two hands so 
Chan could beat him to death 
with the stone. 

The two accused took the 
money, a necklace and a gold 
ring, and then dumped Sovan-
narith’s body in a pond to put 
the police off their trail.

Pov said if they kept Sovannar-
ith alive, they were afraid they’d 
get sued by him.

The day after the murder, Pov 
was arrested by the police in 
Boeung Raing commune, while 
Chan escaped.

Pov and Chan were convicted 
of premeditated murder under 
Article 200 of the Criminal 
Code. Chan is still at large
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Ministry to clear case backlog
Long Kimmarita

T
HE Ministry of Jus-
tice plans to launch a 
six-month campaign 
to clear a backlog 

of some 10,000 court cases, 
of which 70 per cent involve 
drug crimes, said Ministry 
of Justice spokesman Chin 
Malin.

He was speaking at a press 
conference on the ministry’s 
progress, goal setting and ac-
tion plans held by the Gov-
ernment Spokespersons Unit 
at the Office of the Council of 
Ministers. 

Malin said: “The Minister 
of Justice [Ang Vong Vathana] 
met for talks with the court 
chiefs and prosecutors and 
introduced measures ap-
proved already by Samdech 
Techo Hun Sen.

“The minister will launch a 
campaign that is to be imple-
mented for six months. The 
six-month campaign aims to 
clear a backlog of old cases in 
the courts.”

He said a backlog of such 
cases grew after Cambodia 
implemented measures to 
crack down on crimes.

“The Phnom Penh Mu-
nicipal Court is now facing 
a backlog of cases. This has 
been compounded by over-
crowding in prisons caused 
by [the government] launch-
ing a campaign to crack 
down on drugs.

“So, cases will increase fur-

ther, which is why we need to 
clear the backlog urgently and 
without waiting any longer.”

While details of the cam-
paign will be announced in 
the near future by the minis-
ter, Malin briefly said that it 
would begin as a trial run in 
Phnom Penh, which has the 
highest backlog of cases in 
the Kingdom. If the trial run 
is successful, the ministry will 
implement it nationwide.

Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court spokesperson Kuch Kim-
long told The Post on Thursday 

that he has no comments on 
the planned campaign, as the 
municipal court has not been 
briefed on it either. 

He said: “The ministry is the 
one to make such decisions 
regarding the campaign. On 
our part, the municipal court 
has not been briefed on the 
plan, so we cannot comment 
for the moment.”

Lawyer Sok Samoeun 
who has his law practice in 
Phnom Penh said he was not 
aware of the measures that 
would be implemented.

However, he said the prob-
lems that contributed to hav-
ing backlogs of cases were 
procedural complexities in 
the court system, and this re-
quires change.

He said the roles of judges 
also need to be clearly de-
fined to investigative or pre-
siding judges, and should not 
be intertwined.

“Judges are very busy peo-
ple, so perhaps the proce-
dures must be reviewed.  If 
they are complicated, we can 
shorten them,” he said.

Ministry of Justice spokesman Chin Malin announced a plan to clear some 10,000 court cases. hong menea

Some 200 families in Anlong and Boeung Krochab villages are con-
cerned about landfilling activities in a natural lake area. kim sarom

Sorn Pov, 29, faces life in prison 
for committing murder. fresh 
news

Appeal Court upholds 
man’s life sentence 
for murder in B’bang

Kandal villagers allege collusionCambodian embassy 
advises nationals to 
visit hospitals if sick
Continued from page 1

workers were being quaran-
tined in Preah Sihanouk 
province.

The mass exodus of workers 
from Thailand came after it 
announced the closure of its 
borders with Cambodia to stop 
the spread of the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

On Thursday, the Cambo-
dian embassy in Bangkok 
informed Cambodians who 
stayed and worked there that 
Thailand had declared a state 
of emergency in the country 
effective from March 26 to 
April 30, and that people were 
prohibited from crossing the 
Cambodian-Thai border. 

The Thai Ministry of Labour 
has also informed the embas-
sy that Cambodians with 
expired visas and work permits 
can remain in the country 
until June 30 without being 
fined.

The Cambodian Embassy 
told its nationals to contact 
hospitals in the cities and 
provinces in Thailand by 
March 31 if they felt ill.

On Wednesday, Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen said the King-
dom could declare a state of 
emergency if it cannot bring 
Covid-19 under control and 
cases continued to rise.

Confirming this, the vice-
president of the Council of 
Lawyers at the Council of 

Ministers, Ky Tech, said brief-
ly on Thursday that it was 
studying the Constitution in 
this regard.

Ministry of Justice spokes-
man Chin Malin said the 
Constitution stipulates that 
when the nation faces danger, 
the King shall make a procla-
mation to the people putting 
the country in a state of emer-
gency.

Such a proclamation will 
come upon being advised by 
the prime minister in consul-
tation with the president of the 
National Assembly and presi-
dent of the Senate. The King 
could issue a royal decree 
immediately at the request of 
the prime minster with condi-
tions attached. 

“Putting the Kingdom in a 
state of emergency requires a 
royal decree which sets out 
some conditions and princi-
ples of that declaration.

“Article 22 points out the 
rights and executive powers of 
state bodies to set conditions. 
[The executive body] puts the 
country in a state of emergen-
cy for some time, declaring 
some areas or the whole coun-
try in a state of emergency 
definitely or indefinitely until 
the situation is better.

“[The King] can define for-
malities, the authority of the 
government, the obligation of 
the state and some other 
measures,” he said.
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Journos claim company violated civil rights
Ry Sochan

E
IGhT journalists filed a joint 
complaint with the ministry 
of Information, the Union 
of Journalist Federations of 

cambodia and the club of cambodian 
Journalists seeking justice after police 
held them overnight – a violation of 
freedom of the press and civil rights. 

The police action followed SK Plan-
tation (cambodia) Pte Ltd which has 
taken up a legal case against them.

Ly Sovannara, a journalist from hang 
meas hDTV told The Post on Thursday 
that on march 20, he and seven others 
from different media organisations 
went to ratanakkiri Province’s hatpak 
village in hatpak commune, Veun Sai 
district, to cover a story.

coincidently, villagers were hold-
ing a traditional ceremony and 
weren’t allowing outsiders to enter. 
If they did, they would be punished 
according to the village rules.

having heard this, the group of 
journalists left the village and con-
tinued going to other places. Far 
away from it, the group asked a 
passerby for directions. The pass-
erby told them to go to the district. 
The group continued their journey 
as they were told until they entered 
the property of SK Group. 

Sovannara said the company did 
not have a fence or a “no entry with-
out permission” sign. 

“We didn’t intend to enter the 
property. But upon arriving there, 
[we] asked someone inside for per-
mission to enter. 

We asked him if we could go to the 
main road or cross Kon mom dis-
trict. he answered that they could. 

But he said to wait to meet with the 
foreman first and then we could go. 

“We waited for about two hours, and 
then the foreman arrived and allowed 
us to write our names and phone 
numbers.  When completing the form, 
we asked the foreman, ‘can we go 
now?’ he answered that we cannot. 
Wait for a moment,” Sovannara said.

about two hours later, Kon mom 
district police forces took them to 
the district police station as the 
company sued them for entering its 
premise without permission. 

The police held them overnight 
and the next morning released them 
after they were made to sign a con-
tract agreeing to stop entering the 

premise without permission. 
Sovannara said: “The company 

damaged the honour and freedom 
of the press and civil rights.”

Kon mom district police chief Pok 
Borith told The Post on Thursday 
that his officers took the group in for 
questioning at 6pm.

By the time the questioning was 

over, it was late at night. Unable to 
complete the procedure that night, 
the police detained the group for 
questioning until morning, when 
they were released. 

he said: “They were detained as 
per official procedure. The group was 
brought in for questioning, but we 
didn’t conclude questioning them yet.

“If we wanted to release them at 
night, first it is late. Secondly, we 
would have allowed them to wan-
der the streets aimlessly. If they had 
been hit by a motorcycle or car or 
met with any danger, it would be-
come our mistake.”

he said with the help of the pro-
vincial court prosecutor, a com-
pany’s representative asked them 
to stop entering the premise with-
out permission.  The eight prom-
ised that in the future should they 
enter the premise, they must have 
permission. The matter ended after 
they were released. 

ministry of Information spokes-
man Phos Sovann could not be 
reached for comment on Thursday. 

however, Pok Borith claimed that 
the company filed the complaint 
after they had entered the prem-
ise without permission, and they 
didn’t even have press IDs. The 
company was so worried about the 
spread of covid-19 that the workers 
held them. 

The company’s representative 
could not be reached for comment 
on Thursday. But in the complaint 
thumb-printed by the company’s rep-
resentative, Ben Vong said on march 
20: “[The company] sued the eight 
journalists for entering my company’s 
premise without permission. ”

Eight journalists have filed a joint complaint with the Ministry of Information after police detained them for trespassing . supplied

The government plans for 100 per cent of the Kingdom to have electricity by 2025. national assembly

The siblings broke into their neighour’s home three times before they were finally caught. police

National assembly approves
two coal-fired power plants

Underage siblings, 18-year-old 
released after thieving spree

Khorn Savi

ThE National assembly (Na) 
unanimously approved draft 
laws paving the way for the 
construction of two coal-fired 
power plants worth $1.665 bil-
lion to supply 100 per cent of 
electricity required in the 
Kingdom by 2025.

an Na member said at the 
session that the plants will be 
located in Koh Kong and Odd-
ar meanchey provinces. 

On Thursday Na president 
heng Samrin led an extraordi-
nary session to discuss the 
three draft laws for electricity 
investment in cambodia.

Two of the three draft laws are 
for the royal Group to build a 

700mW coal-fired power plant 
in Koh Kong, and han Seng 
coal mine co Ltd’s plans to 
build a 265mW coal-fired pow-
er plant in Oddar meanchey.

The last draft law is han Seng 
coal mine co Ltd’s investment 
to build a 230kV power transmis-
sion line connecting the plant in 
Oddar meanchey to the sub-
station of Eastern Siem reap.

 The ministry of mines and 
Energy’s General Department 
of Energy director-general Vic-
tor Jona said at present 500,000 
or seven per cent out of the 3.8 
million houses across the King-
dom still had no electricity.

he said the establishment of 
the two plants aimed to supply 
electricity to the remaining 

houses so that they will have 
electricity by 2024. 

“First, we do what it takes to 
supply electricity across the 
Kingdom. Second, because 
electricity is at the heart of 
development, it will help cre-
ate more jobs for our people,” 
Jona said. 

he said the plant in Koh Kong 
calls for a $1.4 billion invest-
ment, while the cambodian-
chinese collaboration will 
build Oddar meanchey plant at 
a cost of $265 million.

The ministry said 13,131 out 
of 14,168 villages currently had 
access to electricity, and that 
by this year, electricity con-
nection will be 100 per cent 
complete.

Kim Sarom

aUThOrITIES on Thursday 
released three siblings – two 
who were underage and 
another 18-year-old – who 
stole about $3,000 from their 
neighbours in Puk russey 
commune, Khsach Kandal dis-
trict, in Kandal province.

With their release, their par-
ents have to return the money 
to the victims.

Two of the three siblings – a 
12-year-old boy and his 
13-year-old sister – are stu-
dents. The 18-yar-old is an 
electrician.

Khsach Kandal police chief 
men Sokhoeun told The Post 
that although one of them is 
18, the provincial prosecutor 
gave the family the opportu-
nity to pay compensation to 
the victim.

after they stole the money, 
they spent it on a motorbike. 
authorities want their parents 
to pay the victim back in cash.

“Because two of them are 
underage, authorities just 
made the parents pay back the 
money,” Sokhoeun said.

authorities confiscated the 
motorbike and would not 
return the children to their 
parents until they repaid the 
compensation in cash. When 
the parents repay the victim, 
they would allow the kids to be 
educated at home, he said.

Sokhoeun arrested the three 
kids on march 24. Properties 
they stole included $2,000 and 
500,000 riel. They purchased a 
2020 black honda Dream 125cc 
valued at $2,470 which was 
confiscated by the authorities.

The victim kept his money at 
home and realized it was gone. 

But he didn’t know who stole it. 
he then installed a home secu-
rity camera to investigate.

On Tuesday, when he 
checked on the home security 
camera, he saw two kids enter-
ing his house and stealing 
more money. he then took 
them to authorities, he said.

The two siblings confessed 
that they stole money four 
times. The first time was on 
January 30, when they stole 
two boxes of instant noodles 
and a box of milk.

The second time was on Feb-
ruary 1, when they stole $700 
and 300,000 riel. The third time 
was on February 4, when they 
stole $2,000 and 200,000 riel.

They kept the money with their 
18-year-old sibling. On march 24, 
they went to the victim’s house 
again but were caught and sent 
to the police.
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 Khorn Savi

ThE names of four Kampong 
chhnang villagers were sent 
to the provincial court on 
Thursday for further legal ac-
tion. The villagers are accused 
of involvement in clearing 
some 3ha of wetland in Koh 
Tamov village, in Boribor dis-
trict’s Koki commune.

The action was taken af-
ter relevant officials and the 
community investigated the 
land grab for private owner-
ship on Tuesday at Koh Lan-
gor and chrok Snor Lake.

 Provincial fisheries admin-
istration director Ly La said 
the four villagers hailed from 
melom village, in melom 
commune, but logged the 
flooded forest in neighbour-
ing Koki commune.

“There are many kinds of 
fisheries crimes. When caught 
red-handed, they are arrested 
on the spot. But in this case, 
the four had cleared the wet-
land and escaped.

“We investigated and identi-
fied the culprits, which is why 
we submitted their names to 
the court. It will summon them 
for questioning,” La said.

according to him, the sus-
pects used machetes, axes 
and saws to log the flooded 
forest sometime last week, 
but they had not used any  
machinery to clear it. From 

the on site examination, La 
said they had cleared flooded 
trees in three locations total-
ling 3ha.

“The logged sites are behind 
the rice fields of the villagers 
who plant the grain during 
the dry season,” he said.

rights group adhoc’s pro-
vincial coordinator Sam 
chanke supported the fishery 
administration’s measures to 
hold the four accountable. he 
said some people exploited 
the agricultural land because 
they were unaware that it be-
longed to the state. 

“The fisheries administration 
should demarcate the bound-
ary of the state’s wetland. Oth-
erwise, the people will get con-
fused between the land they 
could additionally own and the 
land they could not,” he said.

he suggested that the au-
thority should educate villag-
ers in case they unintention-
ally log the trees. Villagers, 
he said, should be advised to 
replant them and restore the 
forest. Legal action should not 
be the first recourse, he said.

additionally, chanke said 
the fisheries administration 
should register public land 
under its management to pre-
vent such land grabbing.

Kampong chhnang 
villagers sent to court 
for clearing wetland

Soldiers, residents trade blame 
over illegal logging in m’kiri
Khorn Savi

I
NDIGENOUS people 
in mondulkiri province 
plan to file a complaint 
with the provincial court 

against a military officer 
from the army Base “K1” in 
O’raing district’s Dak Dam 
commune, for clearing forest 
land for personal ownership 
within the Phnom Nam Lear 
Wildlife Sanctuary.

But the army base’s com-
mander Kong Dam said he 
had asked his subordinate 
officer about the accusation 
and was told that the land 
was cleared by residents.

“my officers only went to see 
the cleared land and it had long 
been cleared. The residents are 
the ones that cleared it. No sol-
dier ever went to clear it. Over-
all, the community members 
share and clear it on their own. 
When they are afraid that sol-
diers are taking the land, they 
file a complaint, saying that we 
are the guilty party,” Dam said.

however, provincial for-
est activist Kroeung Tola said 
he would discuss the matter 
with a lawyer to prepare a 
complaint against the officer, 
whom he declined to name.

he claimed the officer had 
cleared several hectares of 
forest land in O’raing dis-
trict’s Dak Dam commune. In 
reality, he said, he had been 

ready to grab all 100ha.
“We went there and saw him 

clearing nearly 10ha or a little 
more than that. We saw trees 
spray painted as a mark to log 
further. according to my esti-
mates, the land spans 100ha.

“another military officer 
who asked not to be named 
said that the logger is the of-
ficer at the army Base ‘K1’. 
Because I am preparing the 
complaint, I don’t want to re-
veal his name as yet. I will only 
confirm that he is a ‘K1’ sol-
dier. But I will name him when 
I file the court complaint.”

Tola said on Wednesday, 

he and five other commu-
nity members from Dak Dam 
and Bou Sra districts went to 
check the location and saw 
some felled trees. Some trees 
measured up to 1m in diam-
eter, he said. 

Originally, he said the land 
belonged to the Pou Treng vil-
lage community under the 
management of the ministry of 
agriculture, Forestry and Fish-
eries. But recently the commu-
nity land was re-designated to 
the Phnom Nam Lear Wildlife 
Sanctuary under the same 
ministry’s management. 

“The laws on granting eco-

nomic land concessions stipu-
late that people or civil servants 
grow rice traditionally on 10ha 
or more. The government must 
remit the public’s property to  
private property. Without the 
transfer of public property to 
private property, a hard land 
title is still illegal.”

But Nam Lea Wildlife 
Sanctuary director Vuth Sa-
rom said the forest land was 
not yet officially included in 
the wildlife sanctuary and 
is still under the ministry’s 
management.

“The land belongs to the 
community and they are re-
questing that it be transferred 
as a natural protected area 
under the ministry of Envi-
ronment. But a formal letter 
to this effect has not been 
prepared,” he said.

Provincial Forestry admin-
istration director Um Van 
Sopheak said the land was 
no longer under the manage-
ment of the ministry of agri-
culture and referred questions 
to a ministry of Environment. 

Dak Dam commune chief 
chas Na said he would check 
the forest land when he re-
ceived a report from the com-
munity head.  If the land is 
cleared illegally, we will pro-
tect and keep it under the 
management of the state. “We 
have measures to stop any il-
legal clearing,” he said. 

Villagers claim the officer had cleared several hectares of forest land 
and had been ready to grab all 100ha. suppled
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

ThE Phnom Penh municipal 
Fire Department on Thursday 
called on parents and guardi-
ans to stop children under 13 
years from carrying out work 
involving fire. 

Its director, Prom Yorn, made 
the call after a fire on Wednes-
day night killed one and injured  
six people. 

“making children under 13 
years help to cook or refill 
petrol in bottles or other con-
tainers without being cau-
tious could lead to fire which 
destroys properties and lives,” 
he said.

On Wednesday, a fire at Phsar 
Depot II commune, Tuol Kork 
district, in the capital killed 
Yorn Srib, 71, and caused seri-
ous injuries to her other five 
family members including her 
son Bun Sororn, 41; daughter-
in-law Sou Sitha, 37; grand-
children Poeun Lida, 12; and 
Poeun Lika, eight, and a rela-
tive, Keat Lang.

Everything they owned was 
destroyed, Yorn said.

“The fire was caused by a girl 
under 13 years who tried to 
reach for a bottle containing 
petrol to fill a motorbike. But 
she fell, causing the bottle to 
break and its contents hitting 
the motorbike. This caused it 
to catch fire which spread to 
the house, seriously injuring 
Srib and five others,” he said.

The department told The 

Post that up to Thursday, fires 
in the Kingdom have claimed 
six lives and injured 31, 
including this case. 

Phnom Penh had the highest 
number of fatalities and inju-
ries with two deaths and eight 
injured. This is followed by 
Pailin, Siem reap, Prey Veng 
and Kampong cham. 

Yorn urged the public who 
are parents and guardians to be 
cautious and switch off the 
kitchen stove if it is unattended 
and turn off electronic equip-
ment before leaving home as 
the dry season is very hot and 
ideal for fires to occur.

Khieu Sitha, 53, a farmer 
from Tbong Khmum province 

told The Post that she almost 
lost her three children to a fire 
in march 2018. 

“I went to the farm with my 
husband and left my three 
children aged between eight 
and 12 at home. I told my eld-
est daughter to cook. When 
she set the fire to cook rice, she 
spilt some oil which burned 
down our house. Fortunately, 
she took other siblings out and 
escaped on time.

“It is not good that we, as 
parents make small children 
cook food. my family’ experi-
ence is enough for all people 
to think about this and stop 
making them do this type of 
work,” Sitha said.

Up to thursday, fires in the kingdom have killed six and injured 31. phnom 
penh had the highest number of fatalities with two deaths. fresh news

Parents urged to keep kids 
from inflammable objects



Preah Sihanouk 
construction 
worker held for 
raping colleague
Kim Sarom

PREY Nop district police sent a 34-
year-old man to the Preah Siha-
nouk provincial police station on 

Thursday for allegedly raping a woman 
at a construction site in Bit Traing com-
mune’s Pou Thoeung village. 

District police chief Huor Yai said on 
Thursday that police sent the suspect to the 
provincial police station’s Anti-Human Traf-
ficking and Juvenile unit. He is a construction 
worker who just started working for one day.  

“We completed the questioning and 
sent him to provincial police. Higher-
level authorities will take further action 
against him,” he said. 

Kol Piseth, Bit Traing commune police 
chief, said the suspect raped a 24-year-old 
woman from Kampot province who had been 
working at the construction site for months. 
Her husband worked in a different province. 

“We don’t know where the suspect 
came from because he just worked at 
the site for one day,” he said.

Piseth said the workers, including the 
suspect, gathered for a drink on Tuesday 
night. When the woman was sleeping early 
on Wednesday, the suspect sneaked into her 
room, threatened to kill her if she dared to 
shout for help, and raped her.

He threatened to kill her again if the 
rape was known by others and she 
pretended to promise to keep it a secret 
before he left the room.

However, she told the other workers 
about what happened and requested help 
from the commune police. The man was 
arrested and questioned on Wednesday at 
the commune police station. 

He said the suspect confessed to the crime.
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mysterious century-old structure 
found at bottom of angkor pond
Ry Sochan

T
hE apsara National au-
thority (aNa) has discov-
ered a mysterious 1,000-
year-old structure of a 

wooden building at the bottom of a 
pond after the angkor Wat temple’s 
conservation team completed re-
storing its northern cave.

The deputy director at aNa’s 
angkor International research 
and Documentation center, Im 
Sokrithy, told The Post on Thursday 
that the discovery is a mystery bur-
ied at the bottom of the pond for 
almost 1,000 years.

“We have never seen such a thing 
in any other place, and especially not 
in angkor Wat. Khmer and foreign 
archaeologists have been research-
ing angkor areas for more than 150 
years, but we have never discovered 
anything like this,” he said.

Sokrithy said the wooden struc-
ture’s discovery was a mere coinci-
dence as the conservation team had 
not previously noticed it.

he said initially, aNa aimed to just 
restore and repair the pond, a favou-
rite of local and international visitors 
who often took pictures of the temple 
that reflected off the water.

however, as too many people vis-
ited the pond, there was much sed-
iment collected at its base. The cliff 
and shoreline were also damaged. 
hence, the aNa decided to restore 
it to bring out the best of the temple 
and the pond.

“We found the wooden structure 

by accident as we excavated and 
studied the bottom of the pond. 
at first, we noticed a wooden pole 
buried at the bottom of the pond 
and didn’t quite know what it was.

“But the interest of the archae-
ologists was spurred with this find. 
We wanted to ascertain what kind 
of wood it is, and we gradually dis-

covered that it is a structure of a 
building,” Sokrithy said.

he said the structure has not been 
fully explored as it could only be par-
tially seen. The aNa will continue 
further research to see the bottom 
structure of the wooden building.

“In about a week, we will have a bet-
ter picture of the structure,” he said.

Sokrithy said the aNa will con-
tinue to research the structure’s 
history to ascertain the exact age 
of the building.

“It may have been built in the 
12th century of the angkor Wat era 
as a small, not very large wooden 
building, in the pond at the heart 
of angkor Wat,” he said.

The ANA says it will continue further research to see the bottom structure of the wooden building. apsara national authority



THE Bank of England (BoE) 
kept its main interest rate at 
0.1 per cent Thursday, a week 
after cutting the borrowing 
cost to the record-low level 
to combat economic fallout 
from the coronavirus.

The BoE’s Monetary Policy 
Committee opted to main-
tain the rate at a scheduled 
gathering after last week’s 
emergency meeting that was 
sparked by the fast-moving 
Covid-19 outbreak.

Policymakers also voted to 
keep its quantitative easing 
(QE) bond-buying stimulus as 
$772 billion (£645 billion, 705 
billion euros), after injecting 
another £200 billion last week.

The BoE warned that the 
global economy was set to 
shrink “sharply” in the first 
half of 2020 as a result of the 
devastating disease, which 
has so far killed more than 
21,000 people worldwide and 
infected almost half a million 
across 182 countries.

The bank also predicted that 
the British economy would 
likely suffer a “very sharp” 
drop in economic activity.

“There is little evidence as 
yet to assess the precise mag-
nitude of the economic shock 
from Covid-19,” read minutes 
from the MPC meeting that 
ended on Wednesday.

“It is probable that global 
GDP will fall sharply during the 
first half of this year. Unem-
ployment is likely to rise rapidly 

across a range of economies, as 
suggested by early indicators.”

The BoE added that the 
pandemic’s economic impact 
was “becoming more appar-
ent”, while indicating that it 
might have to adapt its policy 
accordingly.

“The spread of the disease 
and the measures that are 
likely to be needed to contain 
it have evolved significantly,” 
the minutes read.

“The economic conse-
quences of these develop-
ments are becoming more 
apparent and a very sharp re-
duction in activity is likely.

“Given the severity of that 
disruption, there is a risk of 
longer-term damage to the 
economy, especially if there 
are business failures on a 
large scale or significant in-
creases in unemployment.”

Prior to Thursday, the BoE im-
plemented two emergency inter-
est rate reductions this month.

The bank cut borrowing costs 
to 0.1 per cent on March 19, 
when it also expanded its QE 
stimulus. That move came eight 
days after it had already sliced 
rates to a then-record low of 0.25 
per cent from 0.75 per cent.

Quantitative easing is the 
process firmly established by 
central banks following the 
global financial crisis more 
than a decade ago to pump 
out much-needed liquidity 
in order to stimulate lending 
and boost growth. afp
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Struggling textile industry gets 
reprieve with new tax breaks
Thou Vireak 

T
HE government has 
decided to waive 50 
per cent to 100 per 
cent tax on the tex-

tile industry for six months 
as a means of easing its fi-
nancial burden, stated a 
Ministry of Economy and 
Finance prakas.

Enterprises whose income 
is expected to experience 20 
per cent to 39 per cent drop 
will benefit a 50 per cent tax 
exemption whereas compa-
nies which anticipate more 
than 40 per cent impact are 
given a full waiver.

The prakas, signed by min-
ister aun Porn Moniroth, 
was issued to mitigate chal-

lenges in Cambodia’s larg-
est economic sector. It listed 
several requirements com-
panies must fulfill in order 
to qualify for the exemption.

The companies must pro-
duce documents that show 
actual impact to their income 
due to the partial suspension of 
the Everything But arms (EBa) 
scheme preference when sub-
mitting their tax declaration 
forms, the prakas stated. 

Early this year, the Euro-
pean Commission decided 
to partially suspend the 
EBa starting august, which 
would affect 20 per cent of 
export comprising clothes, 
footwear and bags to the 
European Union. The total 
value of that export amounts 

to over $1 billion a year.
Garment Manufacturers as-

sociation in Cambodia dep-
uty secretary-general Kang 
Monica told The Post that the 
income tax exemption might 
not ease much of the indus-
try’s burden which is already 
impacted by the loss of busi-
ness from order suspensions 
due to the Covid-19 outbreak.

“Garment enterprises do 
not expect to be profitable 
this year. The big challenge 
now and in the near future 
is cashflow as we cannot de-
liver the goods to the buyers 
and we might not receive any 
cash payments. Therefore, 
factories will not have money 
to pay salaries,” he added.

Cambodian Labour Con-

federation president ath Thon 
opined that the tax measure 
would partially offset the textile 
industry’s impact in Cambodia.

“The sector is experienc-
ing a poor demand due to 
the suspension of orders by 
buyers. I think that if there is 
no market [to sell, we do not 
know where products would 
go. This can lead to unem-
ployment soon,” he said.

Last year, Cambodia ex-
ported $1.2 billion worth of 
travel products compared to 
$600 million in 2018.

Overall, the nation’s exports 
amounted to $14.6 billion in 
2019, up 12.7 per cent from 
2018, whereas imports grew 
18.6 per cent to $22.3 billion 
from a year ago.

Chinese assess investment opportunities in Kampot
Thou Vireak  

a GrOUP of Chinese investors are 
looking for investment opportunities 
in the seaside province of Kampot, 
with plans to develop a deep-sea port 
with potential for tourism, industrial 
and agricultural sectors.

Kampot provincial governor Cheav 
Tay told The Post on Tuesday that he 
met about 20 potential Chinese 
investors who are studying invest-
ment opportunities in Kampot, 
which is close to Preah Sihanouk 
province that previously received sig-
nificant investments.

Cheav Tay said Kampot province 
has already received additional invest-
ments in heavy industries like cement-
manufacturing and hydropower 

plants, and light industries such as 
investments in the first banana farm 
in Chhouk district and tourism.

“The province has a lot of invest-
ment potential, including in tourism 
sector, industry and agriculture. I 
asked the Chinese businessmen to 
invest in the province to promote 
further development,” he said.

Cambodian Chamber of Commerce 
vice-president Lim Heng said the 
Kingdom is benefitting from the 
Sino-US trade war.

In addition, he said the free trade 
agreement between Cambodia and 
China will benefit both parties, and 
investors cannot overlook this 
opportunity.

“Since the government decided to 
shut down online gaming, many new 

Chinese investors are looking to 
invest in Cambodia. Supporting the 
Cambodian segment of China’s One 
Belt One road policy has attracted 
many Chinese and foreign investors 
to Cambodia,” he said.

as planned, the China-Cambodia 
Free Trade agreement is expected to 
be signed later this year, he said. 

Cambodia association of Travel 
agents (Cata) president Chhay Sivlin 
said Chinese investors are looking 
into Kampot’s potential as a likely 
tourism-focused province.

She said Cambodia has the advan-
tage of attracting more tourists from 
China in the future, even though the 
sector is currently seriously affected 
by Covid-19 fears.

“It is a good sign for the tourism 

sector if the Chinese see the benefit 
of investing in Kampot. after the 
Covid-19 situation settles down, we 
can likely attract more foreign inves-
tors,” she said.

Foreign investment data released 
by the Ministry of Commerce show 
that China is the leading source of 
foreign direct investments (FDI) in 
Cambodia, mainly in the garment, 
construction, tourism and power 
generation sectors.

The Ministry of Commerce said Chi-
nese investment flow to Cambodia in 
2018 was about $3.594 billion.

Tay said last year, the Kampot 
province administration, including 
the town and district administra-
tions issued 238 construction project 
permit with a total capital invest-

ment of more than $3.13 million.
For the fifth consecutive year – from 

2013 to 2017 – China was Cambodia’s 
leading foreign direct investor with 
capital investments of $5.3 billion, or 
about $1 billion annually, according 
to figures from the Council for the 
Development of Cambodia (CDC).

Findings made in 2016 by the 
National Bank of Cambodia (NBC) 
and the National Institute of Statistics 
(NIS) showed that between 1994 and 
2014, China was the biggest investor 
in Cambodia, accounting for 44 per 
cent of the total foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI), worth $19.2 billion.

Total investment in Cambodia 
nearly doubled to $6.2 billion in 2017 
– up from $3.6 billion in 2016, the 
data showed.

In a move aimed at keeping the garment industry afloat, the government has offered sweeping tax rates to qualifying companies. post staff

The Bank of England is keeping its main interest rate at a record low to 
help ease the ecomic fallout from the Covid-19 pandemic.  afp

Bank of England keeps 
record-low interest rate  



Sangeetha Amarthalingam

T
HEY say all good 
things must come to 
an end, perhaps not 
“the” end. A slow-

down in real estate and con-
struction credit growth, in 
light of the current economic 
landscape, might not be a bad 
thing.

Generally, overall credit 
growth is good for a country 
because it spurs domestic 
consumption and stimulates 
the economy.

Despite the healthy eco-
nomic indicator, experts 
raised the flag over the high 
trajectory in the real estate 
and construction sectors.

For nearly a decade, Cam-
bodia has bucked soft prop-
erty market trends in the 
region, recording a robust 
property and construction 
growth that were buoyed by 
good economic performance 
and speculation.

The credit expansion was 
fed by strong foreign invest-
ments in these sectors, par-
ticularly in the high-end and 
mid-range segments that ca-
tered to foreign demand and 
a rising domestic market.

“Huge inflow of investment 
from abroad, especially from 
China, is the main factor lead-
ing to an increase in prop-
erty prices and their potential 
oversupply,” said Associate 
Prof Samreth Sovannroeun, 
an economics lecturer in a 
Japanese university.

As the Covid-19 outbreak 
threatens to cripple global 
economy and weaken growth 
sectors, credit risks are be-
coming more apparent.

Between 2000 and 2019, 
some 48,004 construction 
permits with a total invest-
ment of $51 billion were is-
sued by the government.

Up 55 per cent in 2019, 
nearly 4,500 projects valued 
at $9.3 billion were approved 

in 2019. Total investment val-
ue rose 60 per cent from $5.8 
billion in 2018.

In Cambodia, bank loans 
to both sectors constituted 
17.1 per cent of the overall 
sum, up 35.4 per cent in 2018 
from 33 per cent in 2017. As 
for foreign direct investments 
(FDIs) in 2018, 20 per cent 
of the total was for the con-
struction and real estate sec-
tors, which grew 27.5 per cent 
from 2017.

In 2019, International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) directors 
called for prompt actions 
to moderate it, including 
through additional macro-

prudential measures and 
broad-based policy respons-
es to address risks stemming 
from the real estate sector.

Private sector credit, un-
derpinned by the two sectors, 
had accelerated and was ex-
pected to grow around 28 per 
cent in 2019, and moderate to 
25 per cent in 2020.

“Financial conditions have 
been accommodative and 
credit has accelerated, lead-
ing to a widening of the bank 
credit-to-gross domestic 
product (GDP) gap, estimated 
at 17 per cent,” IMF said in its 
Article IV consultation paper 
in December 2019.

The percentage was above 
the Bank of International Set-
tlements’ threshold of 10 per 
cent, which acts as an early 
warning indicator for bank-
ing distress.

The Kingdom’s central bank 
counts the high level of credit 
growth to the construction 
sector as well as active mort-
gage financing by property 
developers that have yet to be 
firmly regulated, as internal 
risks.

Between 2012 and 2018, cred-
it to construction, real-estate 
activities and mortgages has ex-
panded to 27.6 per cent of total 
credit from 16.5 per cent.

“While a credit squeeze [re-
duction of credit availability] 
can have negative impacts in 
those sectors, negative shocks 
such as a property overhang 
can hurt the financial sector 
and overall economy,” Sovan-
nroeun said.

Given the risk, the National 
Bank of Cambodia (NBC) has 
made repeated calls over the 
real estate sector’s depen-
dence on external funding 
and domestic credit.

“Vulnerabilities from rapid 
credit growth, especially to 
real estate-related sectors, 
have prompted discussions 
on potential policy measures 

to mitigate potential risks,” 
the NBC said in 2018.

It is also worried that if ex-
ternal demand and the do-
mestic economy weakened, 
the sector could see an over-
supply.

True enough, US-based 
real estate service and invest-
ment firm CBRE Cambodia 
forecasts supply to increase 
55 per cent with 28,000 con-
dominium units in 2020 from 
last year.

About 24 per cent of that is 
made up of high-end units, 
46 per cent mid-range and 30 
per cent affordable ones.

CBRE Cambodia associate 
director James Hodge said de-
velopers are expected to face 
challenges in condominium 
development as the market 
becomes more competitive.

“Rental rates for this market 
segment could experience 
some downward pressure 
with increasing supply,” he 
said.

Property bubble or overhang?
Often, industry players find 

it hard to predict a bubble de-
spite the highly energetic sec-
tors and a likely outcome of 
supply outweighing demand.

But what can be observed 
instead, is an overheating 
trend on the back of a rapid 
credit rise and construction 
boom.

If it is not well regulated and 
monitored, a property over-
hang in the luxury real estate 
and condominium market 
can happen, Sovannroeun 
cautioned.

“In the future, although 
it may depend on the  
performances of Chinese and 
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The good and bad of credit growth

Cambodia’s economy has benefitted from a construction boom and real estate-related sector growth, such as these in Chamkarmon district, for years.  Yousos ApdoulrAshim

in the last 10 years, the property and construction sectors have propelled Cambodia’s economy. 
But rising borrowings threaten to dampen its future unless something is done soon

Number of approved projects by sector in 2018
 

Source: Ministry of Land Management, Urban Planning and Construction 
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global economies, there can 
be a property overhang, espe-
cially in the luxury real estate 
and condominium markets 
which depend mainly on for-
eign buyers.

“The occurrence can have 
various impacts on the Cam-
bodian economy,” he added.

It can lead to a significant 
decrease in property prices 
and negatively affect the busi-
ness performance of real es-
tate and construction firms.

As a result, unemployment 
can increase and adversely 
impact the overall economy.

“While the main funding for 
large projects is from foreign 
sources, the general dip in 
property prices could have ad-
verse consequences on the do-
mestic financial sector, which 
is the main credit provider for 
housing loans and investments 
of smaller-scale projects.

“Falling property prices can 
raise the rate of non-perform-
ing loans, exposing the domes-
tic financial sector to higher 
risks,” Sovannroeun said.

Jayant Menon, a visiting se-
nior fellow with Singapore’s 
Institute of Southeast Asian 
Studies-Yusof Ishak Institute, 
opined that a correction in the 
overheated property market is 
long overdue.

“A cooling-off now is inevi-
table. As long as a major and 
sudden crunch is averted, it 
[cooling off] will bode well for 
the longer-term health of the 
sector,” he said.

Meanwhile, economist 
Chheng Kimlong said supply 
in the property sector peaked 
in the last two years or so due 
to speculation-driven de-
mands for medium and high-
end housing units.

In fact, property sector 
sales have reduced as inflows 
of private investment have 
dried up in the current eco-
nomic landscape.

“But the low-cost housing 
market remains strong,” said 
Kimlong, who is attached 
to independent think-tank, 
Asian Vision Institute.

He thinks that the high 
credit growth trend in these 
sectors will not prolong but 
there is a likelihood of it hap-
pening in a sub-sector.

“High growth [in both the 
major sectors] used to be 
before the end of 2019. As 
of now, there is a downward 

trend as demands in the real 
estate sector have stagnated.

“Depending on real estate 
and construction sectors, 
low-cost housing demands 
will be high and credit in 
this sub-sector is expected to 
grow, albeit at a slower rate,” 
Kimlong said.

Less room to manipulate 
In one of NBC’s reports, 

the credit-to-GDP gap is ex-
plained as the difference be-
tween credit to GDP ratio and 
its long-term trend.

Now, anything above 10 
per cent indicates that credit 
may have grown to an ex-
cessive level relative to GDP. 
While the measurement of 
the gap was 17 per cent in 
2019, it has been on an up-
trend, riding above 10 per 
cent since 2015.

This presents some risks as-
sociated with the real estate 
and construction sector as the 
latter constitutes one-third of 
the total private sector credit 
and because of the low level 
of economic diversification, 
a shock to the real estate and 
construction sector can shake 
the financial sector.

“Responding to this sector 
can be risky. [In any case] the 
government does not have 
much room to manipulate 
the financial policy as the 
economic base is very nar-
row,” Kimlong said.

Beyond the real estate 
and construction sectors, 
bank credit was boosted by 
a surge in incomes, demand 
and availability of various 
financial services, and con-
sumption needs, especially 
for purchasing goods and 
mortgage.

But, rising consumption 
could pose a risk if consum-
ers do not spend, kicking up 
the risk of indebtedness espe-
cially in microcredit and mi-
crofinance as it is associated 
with default rate.

“There are general socio-
economic implications of 
rising indebtedness within 
the lower-income group. For 
example, they might borrow 
to finance their micro-and-
family businesses but part 
of the loan is used for other 
non-productive activities, 
such as weddings, religious 
ceremonies, and children’s 
education,” he said.

Can the risk be minimised?
The short answer is yes. 

Back in 2018, the NBC noted 
that while credit to both the 
supply side (construction 
and real estate-related ac-
tivities) and the demand side 
(mortgages) rose fast, the 
quality of construction loans 
deteriorated due to delays in 
some construction projects, 
pushing up non-performing 
loan ratio.

But efforts to lower the risk 
have been thought up includ-
ing the imposition of higher 
risk weights on loan applica-
tions for the real estate and 
construction sectors.

Sovannroeun suggested 
that local financial institu-
tions reduce their overde-
pendence on foreign bor-
rowing, particularly from 
China, as this would cut ex-

posure to external shocks, 
and minimise their risk.

Internally, the availabil-
ity of domestic financial re-
sources can be enhanced by 
promoting the usage of riel 
for transactions and deposit, 
and developing a riel-domi-
nated capital market.

“Banks can also be made 
to raise their minimum re-
serve requirements so that 
lending capacity to the risky 
sectors can be lowered.

“However, this should be 
done gradually and with 
caution to avoid any adverse 
effect on credit availability 
and financial inclusion,” he 
added.

Similarly, World Bank said 
macroprudential measures 
such as limiting banks’ expo-
sure to construction and real 
estate should be considered. 

Given prolonged expansion 
of domestic credit growth, 
strengthening oversight ca-
pacity and crisis preparedness 
in the financial sector should 
be an important first step.

And there is no better time 
than now. Previously, the 
surge in FDI inflows had 
sustained the construction 
boom while masking the fi-
nancial sector’s vulnerabil-
ity after years of rapid lend-
ing growth.

Unfortunately, such large 
foreign capital inflows might 
not sustain, particularly in 
the current global uncertain-
ty and slowdon in China.

“The drying up of FDIs in 
the construction sector could 
result in a collapse in prices 
and expose financial sector 
vulnerabilities,”it said in a re-
port last year.
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Banking system credit growth (in percent y-o-y)

Source: National Bank of Cambodia
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WITh streets in major cities barren, 
and shops and restaurants forced to 
close due to the coronavirus pan-
demic, economists warn of a record 
explosion of americans filing for 
unemployment benefits.

The Labor Department was due to 
release its weekly data on Thursday 
on first-time applications for jobless 
benefits covering the week ending 
march 21 – the first to show the epi-
demic’s impact on the US economy.

“Whatever the number, it will be 
horrific,” said Ian Shepherdson of 
Pantheon macroeconomics.

The data have been mundane for 
the past two years amid a very strong 
US labor market, but the situation 
has changed for this lowly report on 
the frontlines of the virus fallout.

Last week’s report showed jobless 
claims surged to their highest level 
since September 2017, especially 
with a jump in applications from 
hotel and restaurant workers. But 
that was just the tip of the iceberg.

“The consensus for today’s first 
post-apocalypse jobless claims 
number [1.5 million], looks much 
too low,” Shepherdson said, adding 
that he is expecting a staggering 3.5 
million.

White house economic adviser 
Larry Kudlow acknowledged the 
report would show a jump, but said 
the market is expecting it. 

“It’s going to be a very large increase,” 
he said on Fox Business Network.

But economists cautioned that 

forecasting data in unprecedented 
times is dicey at best.

The models “are based on prior 
experience and we have no prior 
experience of an economy that has 
largely been shut down,” said ru-
beela Farooqi of high Frequency 
Economics.

“These are extraordinary times 
that will result in extraordinary out-
comes.”

reports from states and even data 
on Google searches show that un-
employment offices have been over-
whelmed in recent days and may 
have to estimate their totals.

Shepherdson noted that New York 
alone reported receiving 1.7 million 
calls last week, “though it’s not clear 
if all of these calls led to a formal 
claim.”

Economists are projecting the 
pandemic’s shutdown could lead to 
a staggering 14 percent contraction 
of the US economy, and the confer-
ence Board on Wednesday said un-
employment could rise to as high 
as 15 percent later in the year -- far 
beyond the 10 percent peak hit in 
October 2009 during the global fi-
nancial crisis.

congress is pushing through a 
massive $2 trillion rescue package 
to dampen the blow to the economy, 
which includes a huge expansion in 
unemployment insurance, boosting 
the weekly payment by $600 and ex-
tending the benefits to workers who 
would not normally qualify. afp

US joblessness set to spike as covid-19 rocks businesses

Gold shines 
bright in dark 
shadow of 
coronavirus 

G
OLD, prized by in-
vestors in times of 
crisis as a safe ha-
ven, is experiencing 

surging demand in the face 
of the coronavirus outbreak – 
from both commodity traders 
and retail buyers.

The precious metal had 
forged a seven-year peak 
on commodity markets this 
month as traders sought 
shelter from the covid-19 
pandemic and its destructive 
economic impact.

The commodity has also 
rocketed as investors seek 
to guard against rising in-
flation – with many central 
banks injecting immense 
amounts of liquidity into the 
financial system to counter 
virus fallout.

‘Phone has not stopped’
“The phone has not stopped 

ringing” because “demand 
has exploded”, said ales-
sandro Soldati, boss of Gold 
avenue, the online retail arm 
of Swiss refiner and ingots 
producer mKS PamP Group.

Over the last three weeks, 
as the new coronavirus strain 
spread across the globe, Gold 
avenue experienced more 
sales than during the entire 
final quarter of last year.

With most orders placed on-
line, Gold avenue has “all the 
tools” to help meet the rapid 
growth in demand, according 
to its chairman Omar Liess.

Some companies are en-
countering some issues 
meeting the sheer volume of 
demand.

But the main problem is 
logistical – because so many 
flights are cancelled because 
of the coronavirus outbreak.

customers still however 
have the option of keeping 
their gold coins and bars in 
safes – because trading com-
panies usually offer such 
storage solutions.

and if they do want to take 
physical delivery of the glam-
orous precious metal, then 
customers face the prospect 
of a long wait.

US-based online precious 
metal retailer Jm Bullion has 
warned its customers to ex-
pect delays of more than 15 
days as a result of “extreme 
order volumes”. 

Refineries hit by lockdown
Gold had already soared in 

value in the London Bullion 
market to reach a December 
2012 peak of $1,703.39 per 
ounce on march 9.

It has since fallen on mod-

est profit-taking but remains 
at an elevated level of about 
$1,600.

That has given a shot in the 
arm to retail prices – and de-
mand shows no sign of abat-
ing after the global death toll 
from the new coronavirus 
strain topped 20,000 this 
week.

“Demand [for gold] has 
risen significantly in the past 
three to four weeks,” said 
Liam Sheasby, marketing 
chief at British online bullion 
firm BullionByPost.

Experts argue there is no 
shortage of gold at the mo-

ment, apart from for new-
ly-minted coins – but the 
situation is becoming more 
complex.

In Switzerland, gold refining 
titans PamP, Valcambi and ar-
gor-heraeus – which together 
represent one third of global 
production – have temporar-
ily halted operations at the 
request of the government.

at the same time, South 
africa on monday imposed 
a three-week lockdown, as 
the african continent’s top 
gold producer grapples with 
covid-19.

“The industry as a whole is 

affected” by lockdowns at key 
facilities, Omar Liess said.

‘Unprecedented crisis’
The Britain-based World 

Gold council industry body 
issued a gloomy warning 
about the ongoing long-term 
impact of coronavirus.

“We are in the midst of an 
unprecedented crisis,”  WGc 
chief executive David Tait 
noted on Wednesday.

“I have worked at the heart 
of financial markets for over 
30 years and thought I had 
seen it all: Black monday, 
asian currency crisis, the dot-

com bubble bursting, and the 
global financial crisis. But this 
is different.

“We are reeling the wake 
of a health and economic 
shock which monetary and 
fiscal policy is ill-equipped 
to deal with. Like most as-
set classes, gold has been 
affected by widespread, 
rapid-fire asset sales and a 
dash for cash.

“Notwithstanding recent 
price volatility, I believe gold 
is as relevant as ever and will 
play an increasingly impor-
tant role in investors’ portfoli-
os in the years to come.”  afp

Demand for gold has skyrocketed since the coronavirus outbreak. It hit a seven-year peak on commodity markets this week.  afp

A man fills out a job application at a hiring event in Los Angeles, California. Last week’s report showed jobless claims surged to 
their highest level since September 2017, especially with a jump in applications from hotel and restaurant workers.  afp
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massive risks to economy as virus battle rages
T

hE coronavirus outbreak 
and resulting lockdown of 
billions of people threatens 
the global economy to the 

point where economists are predict-
ing the most violent recession in re-
cent history, perhaps even eclipsing 
the Great Depression. 

The crash will almost certainly be 
accompanied by a surge in unem-
ployment, especially in countries 
with weaker worker rights, such as 
the US. 

ahead of Thursday’s emergency 
virtual G20 meeting, here are the 
key concerns.

Recession Or Depression?
“The G20 economies will experi-

ence an unprecedented shock in the 
first half of this year and will con-
tract in 2020 as a whole, before pick-
ing up in 2021,” economists from 
the rating agency moody’s wrote on 
Wednesday. 

angel Gurria, head of the Organi-
sation for Economic co-operation 
and Development (OEcD), told the 
BBc the world economy would suf-
fer “for years”.

The current crisis is likely to be 
more severe than the 2008 financial 
crisis crash because it affects the en-
tire economy, with a collapse in sup-
ply due to the shuttering of factories 
and a similar crash in demand with 
billions of people in lockdown.

The transport and tourism sectors 
have been the first to feel the pain, 
although some such as pharmaceu-
ticals, health equipment, sanitary 
products, food and online trade 
have seen a boost.

The collective GDP of the G20 
countries is predicted to contract 
0.5 per cent, according to moody’s, 
with the US down 2.0 per cent and 
the eurozone losing 2.2 per cent. 

china is expected to buck the 
trend and grow, but at a much-re-
duced rate of 3.3 per cent, according 
to moody’s. 

most major banks believe the US 
has already fallen into recession, 
with Goldman Sachs forecasting a 
contraction of 3.8 per cent this year 
and Deutsche Bank predicting the 
worst US slowdown since “at least 
World War II”. 

In Europe, where the PmI business 
activity studies for march were the 
worst ever recorded, the German econ-
omy minister warned of a contraction 
of “at least” 5.0 per cent in 2020.

France’s economy could shrink by 
1.4 per cent, according to moody’s.  

Britain could fare worse, with 
KPmG predicting a fall of 2.6 per 
cent, but that loss could double if 
the pandemic lasts until the end of 
the summer. 

capital Economics paints the 
darkest picture, warning of a pos-
sible 15 per cent contraction in the 
second quarter, almost twice as bad 
as during the Great Depression of 
the 1930s. 

Unemployment
Unemployment rates are expect-

ed to soar, particularly in countries 
where levels have recently been at 
historic lows, such as Britain and 
the US.

These economies have relied 

heavily on the boom in jobs in the 
“gig economy”, such as taxi drivers 
and delivery workers, which offer 
little or no social protection. 

Even employees on long contracts 
can be fired easily in the US, with 
economists predicting a dramatic 
increase in unemployment claims 
of between 1.0 and 3.0 million when 
data is released on Thursday, com-
pared to 281,000 at present.

James Bullard, president of the St 
Louis Federal reserve, has predict-
ed unprecedented unemployment 
rates of 30 per cent, while Europe 
can also expect to suffer. 

“We think the unemployment rate 
in the eurozone will surge to about 
12 per cent by the end of June, giving 

up seven years’ worth of gains in a 
matter of months,” said David Oxley 
of the London-based capital Eco-
nomics, adding they expected some 
rebound by the end of the year.

Inflation
The effect the crisis will have on 

prices is the source of great uncer-
tainty, with deflationary pressure 
due to a collapse in demand on the 
one hand and potential inflationary 
pressure caused by devalued cur-
rencies and possible shortages on 
the other. 

Inflation rates are low for the mo-
ment, and generally below central 
bank targets, particularly in Britain.

Debt
Britain’s current national debt 

of 90 per cent of GDP is high, but 
reached “nearly 260 per cent after 
the Second World War,” carl Em-
merson of the Institute for Fiscal 
Studies (IFS), said. 

But leaders “really shouldn’t be 
worried” by debt and deficits for 
the time being with financing rates 
at historical lows, Jonathan Portes, 
professor of economics at King’s 
college London, said.

They appear to be heeding the ad-
vice, with leaders from Washington 
to Berlin consigning fiscal ortho-
doxy to the dustbin and announcing 
budget-busting rescue plans for the 
economy. 

German consumer morale 
at lowest since 2009 crisis
GErmaN consumer confi-
dence has hit its lowest level 
since the last global econom-
ic crisis, a key survey found 
Thursday, as Europe’s top 
economy braces for the im-
pact of covid-19.

The GfK institute’s forward-
looking monthly barometer 
plunged to 2.7 points as april 
approaches, down from 8.3 
points for march, the poll-
sters said in a statement.

It is the survey’s lowest read-
ing since may 2009.

“The sharp rise in infections 
in Germany and the associat-
ed measures and restrictions 
have caused the consumer cli-
mate to collapse,” GfK said.

The survey of some 2,000 
people found that respon-

dents were especially pessi-
mistic about Germany’s eco-
nomic growth prospects, as 
efforts to stem the outbreak 
force shops, restaurants and 
other businesses to close, 
while the export-driven na-
tion’s global supply chains are 
in disarray.

The government said this 
week it expects the country’s 
economy to shrink by at least 
five per cent in 2020, while 
mPs on Wednesday voted 
through a €1.1-trillion ($1.2 
trillion) rescue package to 
cushion the impact.

With many workers placed 
on reduced hours or even 
fearing unemployment, the 
survey also reported a steep 
drop in income expectations, 

which fell to their lowest level 
in seven years.

anxious shoppers are also 
far less likely to purchase 
large items in the coming 
weeks, it found.

a rush of panic-buying since 
late February has boosted su-
permarkets and other food 
retailers, GfK noted, a trend 
that is likely to persist in the 
weeks ahead.

But the pollster warned that 
all retailers should brace for a 
difficult time in the medium 
and long term.

“many households will find 
themselves in precarious 
situations and be dependent 
on government aid. The food 
retail industry too will have to 
prepare for that.” afp

The international cargo terminal at the port of Tokyo. The current crisis is likely to be more severe than the 2008 financial crash because it affects the entire economy, with a 
collapse in supply due to the shuttering of factories and a similar crash in demand with billions of people in lockdown. afp

The survey of some 2,000 people found that respondents were especially pessimistic about Germany’s 
economic growth prospects, as efforts to stem the outbreak force shops, restaurants and other businesses to 
close, while the export-driven nation’s global supply chains are in disarray. afp
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It IS 1pm on a thursday and the 
students are shuffling in. Nagaya 
Keiko, a Japanese school teacher, 
stands at the head of her class-

room with a melodica and shows the 
children how to fit the mouthpiece.

Cambodia suffers from a lack of 
early childhood care education – ac-
cess to early childhood schooling of 
three-, four- and five-year-olds is at 
16.6, 29.1 and 61.4 per cent respec-
tively, according to the Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation Agency (Jica). 

Jica is supporting the human 
resources development goal under 
the Ministry of Education, Youth 
and Sport’s Education Strategy Plan 
2019-2023 to improve the capacity of 
teachers and the learning outcomes of 
students. 

It has built two pilot teachers col-
leges, one in the capital and the other 
in Battambang town, as a part of its 
six-year technical Cooperation project 
to implement the “12+4” programme, 
ensuring that teachers enter the work-
force with a foundation of four years 
of post-secondary education after 
high school. 

Currently, 18 Japan Overseas Coop-
eration Volunteer (JOCV) teachers are 
in Cambodia to better the Kingdom’s 
early childhood care education. 

Keiko, a 30-year-old native of 
Nagoya in Aichi prefecture, arrived in 
Cambodia eight months ago after be-
ing accepted in the JOCV programme. 

She spent 70 days learning to read 
the Khmer language in Japan before 
travelling to Battambang town to teach 
at the Anuwat Primary School located 

in the Provincial teacher Education 
College. 

Keiko cycles 4km to work each day 
and spends her evenings at a nearby 
pagoda learning to speak Khmer with 
monks. 

She told The Post via a translator 
that she “came to Cambodia because 
she learned of its painful history and 
wants to help the country”.

“It is difficult to make children 
happy when you feel sad at the same 
time [but] I like the people of Cambo-
dia and they have a kind heart, so I 
really love it here. 

“Cambodia is facing difficulties 
because although there are enough 
schools, there are not enough [pri-
mary school] teachers,” the Aichi 
University of Education graduate said.

Keiko teaches 361 students, ranging 
from Grade 1 to Grade 6, teaching 
physical education and science to the 
higher grades.

In a candid moment away from 
cameras and reporters after she had 
completed her afternoon classes, stu-
dents were seen asking for hugs, while 
taking turns to impress her with their 
newly acquired melodica skills.

She said she had applied for the 
JOCV programme while teaching 

music at a primary school in her 
hometown.

When asked how Cambodian 
students differ from her former pupils 
at Narawa Elementary School, Keiko 
measured her words before answering 
playfully.  

“Japanese students are very dif-
ferent from the ones in Cambodia. 
Students in Japan go to class and sit 
down when they hear the school bell, 
and when the teacher speaks, they lis-

ten. But in Cambodia, the children like 
to play,” she said between giggles, us-
ing her krama to shield her laughter. 

Her students here do not have the 
same luxuries as those in Japanese 
schools, Keiko professed, but the 
teacher is optimistic that the children 
have a bright future ahead of them.

tep Vandy, the deputy-director of 
the Battambang teacher Education 
College, said she was appreciative of 
Keiko’s dedication to the school and 
her students. 

She stressed that it was valuable 
having a teacher of her calibre and 
with her passion at the college for fel-
low educators to follow her example.

tep added that Keiko’s passion 
was “indicative of the work that the 
government of Japan is doing in the 
Kingdom”.

“So far, Battambang teacher Educa-
tion College has trained two [classes] 
of teachers using the 12+4 programme, 
and it is crucial for students to receive 
the best training from qualified teach-
ers to improve the human resource 
capacity of Cambodia and to increase 
student enrolment,” tep said. 

PH
OT

O
S 

SU
PP

LI
ED

melodica woman: 
primary school 
teacher lands  
in Battambang

Japan Overseas Education Volunteer teacher Nagaya Keiko warms students up with a dance routine. 

Keiko’s students practise scales on the melodica.

Two classes of student teachers have been trained using the ‘12+4’ programme. Keiko spends time practising the Khmer language in a pagoda. The Nagoya native entertains children after her final class of the day. 

Nagaya Keiko is among 18 Japan Overseas 
Cooperation Volunteer teachers in 
Cambodia with the goal of bettering the 
early childhood care system and improving 
the learning outcomes of students. 

”
Cambodia is facing 
difficulties because 
although there are 
enough schools,  
there are not  
enough teachers
Nagaya KEiKO / TEaCHEr
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world

aN ITaLIaN employee of the 
holy See who lives in the same 
residence as Pope Francis was 
reported on Thursday to have 
tested positive for covid-19 
and has been hospitalised.

Several Italian newspapers 
with reputable sources in the 
Vatican said the clergyman has 
lived for years in the Saint 
martha’s guesthouse.

Il messaggero said the per-
son is “one of the pope’s closest 
collaborators, an official of the 
Secretariate of the State, who 
was found to have a slight tem-
perature after going in for a 
routine check”.

The daily La Stampa said the 
unnamed person has been hos-
pitalised in rome and that his 
office has been disinfected.

Pope Francis has remained 
largely secluded at his resi-
dence since coming down with 
a cold late last month.

The 83-year-old pontiff has 
a small apartment in the build-
ing and takes his meals there.

he also has private meetings 
and occasionally moves to the 
Vatican library to record lives-
treamed messages to the 
world’s 1.3 billion catholics.

La Stampa said Pope Francis 
has been “eating alone in his 
room for some time” as a pre-
caution.

“he spends much of his time 
in his apartment, and when he 
moves inside the residence, he 
keeps the necessary safe dis-
tances,” La Stampa wrote.

“The anti-contagion cordon 
has been tight around the pope 
for weeks,” La Stampa wrote, 
adding that secretaries bring 
his meals to him on a tray.

Vatican spokesman matteo 
Bruni said he could neither 
confirm nor deny the reports.

The official Vatican News site 
said the number of people 
infected in the city state has 
risen to four. afp

covid-19 death toll passes 20,000, 
three billion under strict lockdown
m

OrE than three 
billion people 
around the world 
were living under 

lockdown on Wednesday as 
governments stepped up their 
efforts against the coronavirus 
pandemic which has left more 
than 20,000 people dead.

as the number of confirmed 
cases worldwide soared past 
450,000, UN Secretary-Gen-
eral antonio Guterres warned 
that only a concerted global 
effort could stop the spread 
of the virus.

In Spain, the number of 
fatalities surpassed those of 
china, where the novel coro-
navirus first emerged three 
months ago, making it the 
hardest-hit nation after Italy.

a total of more than 20,800 
deaths have now been re-
ported in 182 countries and 
territories, according to an 
aFP tally.

Stock markets rebounded 
after the US congress moved 
closer to passing a $2.2 tril-
lion relief package to prop up 
a teetering US economy.

In Washington, President 
Donald Trump said New York, 
the epicenter of the US out-
break with over 30,000 cases, 
likely has a few “tough weeks” 
ahead but he would decide 
soon whether unaffected 
parts of the country can get 
back to work.

“We want to get our coun-
try going again,” Trump said. 
“I’m not going to do anything 
rash or hastily.

“By Easter we’ll have a rec-
ommendation and maybe be-
fore Easter,” said Trump, who 
had been touting a strong US 
economy as he faces an elec-
tion in November.

UN chief Guterres said the 
world needs to ban together 
to stem the pandemic.

“covid-19 is threatening the 
whole of humanity – and the 
whole of humanity must fight 

back,” Guterres said, launch-
ing an appeal for $2 billion to 
help the world’s poor.

“Global action and solidar-
ity are crucial,” he said. “Indi-
vidual country responses are 
not going to be enough.”

Two deaths in Russia 
India’s stay-at-home order 

for its 1.3 billion people is now 
the biggest, taking the total 
number of individuals facing 
restrictions on their daily lives 
to more than three billion.

anxious Indians raced for 
supplies after the world’s 
second-biggest population 
was ordered not to leave their 
houses for three weeks.

russia, which announced 
the death of two patients 
who tested positive for coro-
navirus on Wednesday, is ex-

pected to follow suit.
President Vladimir Putin 

declared next week a pub-
lic holiday and postponed a 
public vote on controversial 
constitutional reforms, urg-
ing people to follow instruc-
tions given by authorities.

In Britain, heir to the throne 
Prince charles became the 
latest high-profile figure to be 
infected, though he has suf-
fered only mild symptoms.

The G20 major economies 
will hold an emergency vid-
eoconference on Thursday to 
discuss a global response to 
the crisis, as will the 27 lead-
ers of the EU, the outbreak’s 
new epicenter.

china has begun to relax its 
own draconian restrictions on 
free movement in the province 
of hubei -- where the outbreak 

began in December – after the 
country reported no new cases.

crowds jammed trains and 
buses in the province as peo-
ple took their first opportu-
nity to travel.

But Spain saw the number 
of deaths surge to more than 
3,400 after 738 people died in 
the past 24 hours and the gov-
ernment announced a 432-
million-euro ($467 million) 
deal to buy medical supplies 
from Beijing.

The death toll in Italy jumped 
in 24 hours by 683 to 7,503 – by 
far the highest of any country.

The number of French deaths 
was up by 231 on Wednesday 
to more than 1,330, and metro 
and rail services in Paris were 
cut to a minimum.

coronavirus cases are also 
spreading in the middle East, 

where Iran’s death toll topped 
2,000, and in africa, where 
mali declared its first case and 
several nations announced 
states of emergency.

In Japan, which has post-
poned this year’s Olympic 
Games, Tokyo’s governor urged 
residents to stay home this 
weekend, warning of a possible 
“explosion” of the coronavirus.

Jerusalem’s church of the 
holy Sepulchre, believed by 
christians to house christ’s 
tomb, was shut as Israel tight-
ened movement restrictions.

meanwhile, more than half 
of all americans have been 
told to stay at home, includ-
ing residents of the largest 
state, california.

The US has at least 65,700 
cases and 942 people have 
died. afp

Iran says ‘no knowledge’ of missing ex-FBI agent
IraN said on Thursday it had 
“no knowledge” of the wherea-
bouts of a former FBI agent 
missing since 2007, after his 
family said he had died in Ira-
nian custody.

US President Donald Trump 
did not confirm Bob Levinson’s 
death, saying that Iran had not 
communicated any news on 
the former agent, who would 
have turned 72 this month.

“Iran has always maintained 
that its officials have no knowl-
edge of mr. Levinson’s wherea-
bouts, and that he is not in 
Iranian custody,” said alireza 
miryousefi, chief press officer 
at Iran’s mission to the UN.

“Those facts have not 
changed.”

Levinson’s family said it had 

learnt that he was dead, 
although it gave no informa-
tion on how or when.

“We recently received infor-
mation from US officials that 
has led both them and us to 
conclude that our wonderful 
husband and father died while 
in Iranian custody,” said a 
statement from the family.

The family said Levinson 
died before the coronavirus 
pandemic, which has hit Iran 
hard and led authorities to 
release thousands of prisoners 
temporarily.

Levinson is one of a number of 
americans who have disap-
peared in arch-enemy Iran, but 
his case has been among the 
most perplexing, with his family 
until now insisting he was alive.

The father of seven vanished 
in march 2007 in Kish, an 
island that has more lenient 
visa rules than the rest of Iran, 
and was said to have been 
investigating cigarette coun-
terfeiting.

But The Washington Post 
reported in 2013 that Levin-
son, who had retired from the 
FBI, was working for the cIa 
and had gone on a rogue mis-
sion aimed at gathering intel-
ligence on Iran.

Iranian officials have repeat-
edly said they had no informa-
tion about him.

Iran’s foreign ministry said 
in 2018 that Levinson had 
“travelled to Iran at a certain 
point and then left” and that it 
had no information about 

anything that might have hap-
pened after he left.

In 2010, a videotape of a hag-
gard, bearded Levinson 
emerged in which he wore an 
orange jumpsuit of the sort 
worn by prisoners being held 
indefinitely at the US naval base 
in Guantanamo Bay, cuba.

The footage raised specula-
tion that he may have been 
held by extremists in Pakistan, 
but US officials later discount-
ed the possibility.

The FBI agents association, 
which represents more than 
14,000 active and former 
agents, said it would “not for-
get Bob and will support all 
efforts to bring to justice those 
responsible for this horrific 
crime”. afp

clergyman 
in pope’s 
residence 
‘gets virus’

The Red Square in front of St Basil’s Cathedral in Moscow. Russia announced the death of two Covid-19 patients on Wednesday . afp

Levinson is one of a number of Americans who have disappeared in 
arch-enemy Iran, but his case has been among the most perplexing. afp
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Malaysia’s King and Queen 
placed under quarantine
MALAYSIA’s King and Queen are 
currently under quarantine after 
seven staff members from the 
national palace tested positive for 
coronavirus, reported national 
news agency Bernama on 
Thursday.
Comptroller of the Royal 
Household Ahmad Fadli 
Shamsuddin said Sultan Abdullah 
Ri’ayatuddin and his wife Tuanku 
Azizah Aminah Maimunah 
Iskandariah have tested negative 
for the virus.
However, they decided to go on 
self-quarantine for 14 days, 
beginning Wednesday, said 
Ahmad Fadli.
As for the seven workers, Ahmad 
Fadli said they are in stable 
condition.
News portal Malaysiakini 
reported health ministry director-
general Noor Hisham Abdullah 
as saying the ministry is 
investigating how the seven got 
infected.
Malaysia currently has the 
highest number of coronavirus 
cases in Southeast Asia.
The number of infections grew by 
another 172 on Wednesday to 
1,796, more than double the 673 
tally just a week ago. Deaths have 
climbed from two to 21 in the 
same period.
Malaysian Prime Minister 
Muhyiddin Yassin has initiated 
restricted movement curbs to 
stem the rising number of 
infections.
Initially, the curbs were be in 
place until March 31, but they 
have since been extended to April 
14. THE STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Nine doctors die from 
coronavirus in Philippines
NINE doctors have died in the 
Philippines from the coronavirus, 
the country’s top medical 
association said on Thursday, as 
hospitals were overwhelmed and 
medics complained about a lack 
of protection on the front lines.
The announcement of the doctors’ 
deaths heightened fears that the 
scale of the health crisis in the 
Philippines is much worse than is 
being officially reported, with the 
confirmed virus death toll at just 38.
The main island of Luzon, home 
to 55 million people, is in the 
second week of a lockdown to 
contain the spread of the disease, 
however medics are warning 
there is a surge in cases.
The Philippine Medical 
Association said Thursday a 
ninth doctor had died of the virus, 
and that health workers were not 
getting enough protection.
“If it were up to me, test the 
frontliners first and test them again 
after seven days. Doctors could be 
carriers themselves,” Benito 
Atienza, vice president of the 
Philippine Medical Association said.
Three large Manila hospitals 
announced Wednesday they had 
reached full capacity and would 
no longer accept new 
coronavirus cases.
Hundreds of medical staff are no 
longer accepting patients because 
they are undergoing 14-day self-
quarantines after suspected 
exposure, the hospitals said.
Just under 2,000 people had been 
tested in the Philippines as of 
Tuesday from those with severe 
symptoms and those considered 
most vulnerable to Covid-19, such 
as the elderly, those with life-
threatening ailments, and 
pregnant women. AFP

Dutch state ordered to pay damages 
for 1940s Indonesia colonial killings
T

hE Dutch state must pay 
compensation to relatives of 
11 men executed by colonial 
troops during Indonesia’s 

independence war in the late 1940s, 
judges ruled on Wednesday. 

The hague District court ordered 
the state to pay damages ranging 

from €123 to €10,000 ($134 to $10,800) 
to eight widows and four children of 
the men who were killed in southern 
Sulawesi between 1946 to 1947.

It is the first time specific 
amounts have been awarded de-
spite Dutch courts hearing a slew 
of similar cases, the claimants’ 

lawyer Liesbeth Zegveld said.
“The court considers it proven that 

eleven men have been killed as a re-
sult of misbehaviour of Dutch sol-
diers. most cases involved summary 
executions,” the judges said.

The highest amount was paid to a 
man who as a 10-year-old saw his fa-

ther being killed, the court’s spokes-
woman Judge Jeanette honee said.

Widows of the men also received 
damages of up to €3,600 but claim-
ants who were children received less, 
depending on their ages at the time 
of the killings.

The Dutch judges based the rela-
tively low amounts on the income 
earned by the men, which it said were 
around €100 per year at the time.

“The court recognises that these low 
amounts are disproportionate to the 
pain and sorrow that the executions 
of husbands and fathers have undeni-
ably caused to widows and children,” 
the court said in a statement.

“The amounts awarded do not in-
tend to provide for this, only material 
damage in the form of lost livelihood.”

Dutch courts are hearing several 
other cases of relatives asking for 
compensation for atrocities commit-
ted by Dutch colonial troops during 
so-called cleansing actions to root 
out Indonesian freedom fighters.

at least 860 men were killed by fir-
ing squads, mostly between Decem-
ber 1946 and april 1947 in Sulawesi, 
then called celebes.

The Dutch government apologised in 
2013 for the killings carried out by its co-
lonial army and announced compensa-
tion to the widows of those who died.

Two weeks ago, Dutch King Willem-
alexander also apologised – the first 
by a Dutch monarch – for “excessive 
violence” during the former colony’s 
fight for independence.

Indonesia declared independence on 
august 17, 1945 following a brief wartime 
occupation by the Japanese and several 
hundred years as a Dutch colony. AFP

During his visit to Indonesia on March 10, Dutch King Willem-Alexander apologised for the killings carried out by its colonial army – 
the first by a Dutch monarch – for ‘excessive violence’ during the former colony’s fight for independence. AFP

Flamingo fest
A woman wearing a facemask walks next to an installation for a shopping mall’s flamingo festival event that was cancelled due to the Covid-19 coronavirus outbreak in Bangkok, 
Thailand, on Thursday. AFP



World
15THE PHNOM PENH POST  march  27, 2020  WWW.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

NZ mosque shooter pleads guilty 
a

N aUSTraLIaN  
far-right extremist 
charged with mur-
dering 51 muslim 

worshippers in last year’s 
mass shooting at two New 
Zealand mosques unexpect-
edly flipped his plea to guilty 
on Thursday.

Prime minister Jacinda ar-
dern and the muslim com-
munity expressed relief at the 
surprise decision, which re-
moves the need for a lengthy 
trial that authorities feared 
would be used to spout neo-
Nazi propaganda.

Self-avowed white su-
premacist Brenton Tarrant, 
29, had previously denied 51 
charges of murder, 40 of at-
tempted murder and one of 
terrorism but reversed his 
plea in a hurriedly arranged 
court hearing.

“Yes, guilty,” Tarrant told 
christchurch high court 
via videolink from auckland 
Prison as the charges were 
read out to him.

Tarrant, wearing a grey top, 
stared intently at the camera 
while making his confession.

Neither the former gym in-
structor from the australian 
country town of Grafton nor 
his lawyers offered any expla-
nation for the change, which 
makes him New Zealand’s 
first-ever convicted terrorist.

The South Pacific nation 
does not have the death 
penalty but Tarrant faces the 
prospect of spending the rest 
of his life behind bars.

The terror and murder 
charges all carry life sen-
tences, setting a minimum 
non-parole period of 17 years 
but giving the judge power to 
imprison without the possi-
bility of release. 

Prime minister Jacinda ard-
ern said the admission of guilt 
would provide some relief to 
the many people whose lives 
were shattered in the attack.

“These guilty pleas and con-
viction bring accountability 
for what happened and also 
save the families who lost 
loved ones, those who were 

injured, and other witnesses, 
the ordeal of a trial,” she said.

asked how she reacted 
upon hearing the news, ard-
ern replied: “I let out a huge 
sigh of relief”.

Judge cameron mander 
recorded convictions on all 
charges and said Tarrant 
would be sentenced at a date 
yet to be determined.

“The guilty pleas represent 
a very significant step towards 
bringing finality to this crimi-
nal proceeding,” he said.

The plea came with New 
Zealand in its first day of a four-
week covid-19 lockdown.

mander said sentencing 
would take place “at a time 
when victims and their families 
can attend the court in person”.

The judge said advance 
reporting that Thursday’s 

hearing was taking place 
was suppressed in case Tar-
rant changed his mind at the 
last minute and maintained 
his innocence.

‘The right direction’
Tarrant’s trial had been 

due to start on June 2 and last 
some six weeks, with police 
commissioner mike Bush 
saying Thursday’s hearing 
was arranged after the gun-
man contacted his lawyers 
on Tuesday.

“Police appreciate this news 
will come as a surprise to the 
victims and the public, some 
of whom may have wished to 
be present in the courtroom,” 
he said in a statement.

Bush said imams from 
the al Noor and Linwood 
mosques, the ones targeted 

by Tarrant, were among only 
17 people allowed in court to 
hear the revised plea.

New Zealand’s small and 
tight-knit muslim community 
welcomed the fact that they 
would not have to endure a 
drawn-out trial raking over 
painful details of the worst 
mass shooting in the coun-
try’s modern history.

“I have been praying 
for him and he has taken 
the right direction,” Farid 
ahmed, whose wife husna 
was killed, told TVNZ.

“I am pleased he is feeling 
guilty. It is a good start.”

Tarrant armed himself with 
an arsenal of semi-automatic 
weapons and attacked the 
al Noor mosque first, before 
moving on to the Linwood 
prayer centre, livestreaming 

the killings as he went.
his victims were all muslim 

and included children, wom-
en and the elderly.

In a rambling manifesto 
posted online before the 
killing spree, Tarrant said he 
had moved to New Zealand 
with the specific aim of con-
ducting an atrocity against 
muslims.

The document said he be-
came radicalised while travel-
ling around Europe, although 
intelligence agencies have so 
far failed to find any evidence 
he was working with right-
wing extremist groups. 

his actions prompted ard-
ern, who has vowed never to 
say the killer’s name, to tight-
en New Zealand’s gun laws 
and launch a campaign to 
curb online extremism. AFP

Yemen warring sides back ceasefire
aLL sides in Yemen’s long con-
flict offered support on Thurs-
day for the UN’ call for a cease-
fire to protect civilians from 
the coronavirus pandemic.

The move came on the fifth 
anniversary of regional power 
Saudi arabia’s intervention in 
Yemen’s civil war, at the helm 
of a military coalition support-
ing the internationally recog-
nised government against the 
Iran-backed huthi rebels. 

Yemen’s broken healthcare 
system has not so far recorded a 
case of coronavirus but aid 
groups have warned that when 
it does hit, the impact will be 
catastrophic in a country already 
regarded as facing the world’s 
worst humanitarian crisis.

millions of people have been 
displaced and diseases includ-
ing cholera are widespread due 
to the scarcity of clean water.

Saudi arabia, the Yemen gov-
ernment and the rebels all 
welcomed the appeal from UN 
Secretary-General antonio 
Guterres who this week called 

for an “immediate global 
ceasefire” to help avert disas-
ter for vulnerable people in 
conflict zones.

however, the Yemen conflict 
has been punctuated by failed 
agreements, and negotiating a 
pause could be very difficult. 
None of the parties to the con-
flict spelt out any mechanism 
for the process.

“The government of Yemen 
welcomes the call of the UN 
chief . . . for a ceasefire in the 
face of coronavirus, and to de-
escalate acts of violence in the 
entire country,” it said in a 
statement.

“The political, economic and 
health situation require halting 
all escalations... to preserve 
people’s lives and deal respon-
sibly with this pandemic.”

The Saudi-led coalition also 
backed the initiative, saying: 
“We support the Yemeni gov-
ernment’s decision to accept 
the UN’s calls for a ceasefire.”

The huthis, who move into 
the sixth year of the conflict in 

a strong position with more 
strategic gains in recent 
months in the country’s north, 
also welcomed Guterres’s call 
to wind back fighting.

mehdi al-mashat, head of the 
huthis’ political wing, expressed 
the insurgents’ “total readiness 
to be open to all efforts and ini-
tiatives in the context of a full 

and real ceasefire”.
In his appeal from UN 

headquarters in New York on 
monday, Guterres said: “The 
fury of the virus illustrates 
the folly of war.

“That is why today, I am call-
ing for an immediate global 
ceasefire in all corners of the 
world.” AFP

Brenton Tarrant, 29, had previously denied 51 charges of murder, 40 of attempted murder and one of terrorism but reversed his plea in a hurriedly 
arranged court hearing. AFP

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has called for an immediate 
global ceasefire to help avert disaster for people in conflict zones. AFP

rockets hit 
Iraq’s Green 
Zone, forces 
leave base
TWO rockets slammed into 
the Iraqi capital’s high-securi-
ty Green Zone early  on Thurs-
day, hours before US-led forc-
es were set to pull out of a 
second base in the country.

Some 7,500 troops are in Iraq 
as part of the US-led coalition 
helping local troops fight 
jihadist remnants, but those 
numbers are being significant-
ly drawn down this month.

The alliance is temporarily 
bringing some trainers home 
as a precautionary measure 
against the coronavirus pan-
demic and is also leaving oth-
er Iraqi bases altogether.

Those bases and foreign 
embassies, particularly the 
american mission, have been 
targeted in more than two dozen 
rocket attacks since late October 
that have prompted fears of a 
proxy war on Iraqi soil.

Before dawn on Thursday, 
two rockets punched into an 
empty square near an Iraqi 
security headquarters in the 
Green Zone, where government 
buildings and foreign embas-
sies are based, the Iraqi security 
forces said in a statement.

an Iraqi security source said 
the intended target appeared 
to be the US embassy, a sprawl-
ing compound a few hundred 
metres further south on the 
banks of the Tigris.

Sirens could be heard going 
off shortly afterwards in the 
Green Zone.

There were no reports of 
casualties, but other attacks 
have been deadly.

Earlier this month, two US 
military personnel and a Brit-
ish soldier were killed in a 
rocket attack on the Taji air-
base further north, which was 
hit again two days later.

The 5,200 US troops sta-
tioned across Iraqi bases make 
up the bulk of the coalition 
force helping hunt down 
Islamic State group sleeper 
cells across the country. AFP



T
HE human dimen-
sions of the Covid-19 
pandemic reach far 
beyond the critical 

health response. All aspects of 
our future will be affected – 
economic, social and devel-
opmental. Our response must 
be urgent, coordinated and 
on a global scale, and should 
immediately deliver help to 
those most in need. 

From workplaces, to enter-
prises, to national and global 
economies, getting this right 
is predicated on social dia-
logue between governments 
and those on the front line – 
the employers and workers. 
So that the 2020s don’t 
become a re-run of the 1930s. 

The International Labour 
Organisation’s (ILO) esti-
mates are that as many as 25 
million people could become 
unemployed, with a loss of 
workers’ income of as much 
as $3.4 trillion. However, it is 
already becoming clear that 
these numbers may underes-
timate the magnitude of the 
impact. 

This pandemic has merci-
lessly exposed the deep fault-
lines in our labour markets. 
Enterprises of all sizes have 
already stopped operations, 
cut working hours and laid 
off staff. Many are teetering 
on the brink of collapse as 
shops and restaurants close, 
flights and hotel bookings are 
cancelled, and businesses 
shift to remote working. 
Often the first to lose their 
jobs are those whose employ-
ment was already precarious 
– sales clerks, waiters, kitch-
en staff, baggage handlers 
and cleaners. 

In a world where only one 
in five people are eligible for 
unemployment benefits, lay-
offs spell catastrophe for mil-
lions of families. Because paid 
sick leave is not available to 
many carers and delivery 
workers – those we all now 
rely on – they are often under 
pressure to continue working 
even if they are ill. In the 
developing world, piece-rate 
workers, day labourers and 
informal traders may be simi-
larly pressured by the need to 

put food on the table. We will 
all suffer because of this. It 
will not only increase the 
spread of the virus but in the 
longer-term dramatically 
amplify cycles of poverty and 
inequality. 

We have a chance to save 
millions of jobs and enter-
prises if governments act 
decisively to ensure business 
continuity, prevent lay-offs 
and protect vulnerable work-
ers. We should have no doubt 
that the decisions they take 
today will determine the 
health of our societies and 
economies for years to come. 

Unprecedented, expansion-
ary fiscal and monetary poli-
cies are essential to prevent 
the current headlong down-
turn from becoming a pro-
longed recession. We must 
make sure that people have 
enough money in their pock-
ets to make it to the end of the 
week – and the next. This 
means ensuring that enter-
prises – the source of income 
for millions of workers – can 
remain afloat during the 
sharp downturn and so are 

positioned to restart as soon 
as conditions allow. In partic-
ular, tailored measures will be 
needed for the most vulnera-
ble workers, including the 
self-employed, part-time 
workers and those in tempo-
rary employment, who may 
not qualify for unemploy-
ment or health insurance and 
who are harder to reach. 

As governments try to flat-
ten the upward curve of infec-
tion, we need special meas-

ures to protect the millions of 
health and care workers (most 
of them women) who risk 
their own health for us every 
day. Truckers and seafarers, 
who deliver medical equip-
ment and other essentials, 
must be adequately protected. 
Teleworking offers new 
opportunities for workers to 
keep working, and employers 

to continue their businesses 
through the crisis. However, 
workers must be able to nego-
tiate these arrangements so 
that they retain balance with 
other responsibilities, such as 
caring for children, the sick or 
the elderly, and of course 
themselves. 

Many countries have 
already introduced unprece-
dented stimulus packages to 
protect their societies and 
economies and keep cash 

flowing to workers and busi-
nesses. To maximise the effec-
tiveness of those measures it 
is essential for governments to 
work with employers’ organi-
sations and trade unions to 
come up with practical solu-
tions, which keep people safe 
and to protect jobs. 

These measures include 
income support, wage subsi-

dies and temporary layoff 
grants for those in more for-
mal jobs, tax credits for the 
self-employed, and financial 
support for businesses. 

But as well as strong 
domestic measures, decisive 
multilateral action must be a 
key stone of a global 
response to a global enemy. 
The G20’s virtual Extraordi-
nary Summit on the Covid-19 
response on March 26 is an 
opportunity to get this coor-
dinated response going. 

In these most difficult of 
times, I recall a principle set 
out in the ILO’s Constitution: 
Poverty anywhere remains a 
threat to prosperity every-
where. It reminds us that, in 
years to come, the effective-
ness of our response to this 
existential threat may be 
judged not just by the scale 
and speed of the cash injec-
tions, or whether the recovery 
curve is flat or steep, but by 
what we did for the most vul-
nerable among us. 
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Opinion
Guy Ryder

The writer is director-general of the 
International Labour Organisation .

Covid-19 has exposed the 
fragility of our economies

Many countries have already introduced unprecedented stimulus packages to protect their societies and economies and keep cash flowing to 
workers and businesses. To maximise the effectiveness of those measures, it is essential for governments to work with employers’ organisations 
and trade unions to come up with practical solutions, which keep people safe and to protect jobs. afp

we have a chance to save 
millions of jobs and enterprises 
if governments act decisively 
to ensure business continuity
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Soung Sovanny

D
EcOraTED with 
dangling vines 
and plants, a cafe 
in the heart of the 

Boeung Keng Kang 1 expatri-
ate hub has attracted people 
to go in for a meal or drink to 
accompany their hobbies in-
cluding reading and playing 
instruments.

Famed for its indoor green 
space, Pleng chan has been 
operating since april last year 
serving around 200 custom-
ers daily. 

Its 300sqm area ensures 
the proper seating distance 
so that customers can eas-
ily get lost in a book without 
even hearing the Zen sound 
of wind chimes.

Som Samnang, one of the 
founders of the cafe, believes 
that bringing in a bit of nature 
to urban life can boost peo-
ple’s mood and creativity. The 
traditional Khmer wooden 
windows that are common in 
rural cambodia helps make 
the place unique.

“We love Khmer traditional 
design and this cafe is inspired 
by local interior design to give 
a homey vibe for individuals 
and professional people.

“The ever-changing and 
developing world has result-
ed in creativity and identity 
protection. With our cre-
ative mind to catch up with 
fast development, we can-
not ignore inspiration from 
our ancestors,” he says.

For this reason, Pleng chan 
was designed by combining 
the traditional and contempo-
rary to provide a pleasant ex-
perience for different people.

“Its cosy concept makes our 
customers feel comfortable and 
fresh, as though they are in a 
‘dream house’ with green plants 
every corner,” says Samnang.

That is the reason why the 
cafe is named Pleng chan, 
which means “music moon”. 
The intention behind the 
name is to encourage people 
to “chase their dreams”.

Samnang recalls the song 
Sne Duong Chan, or Love the 
Moon, which also influenced 
the cafe’s name. “It doesn’t re-
fer to the pursuit of romantic 
love, but also following one’s 
dream,” he says.

Pleng chan serves a variety 
of dishes from local cuisine to 
regional and Western snacks. 
rice, noodle soup, salads, 
and desserts are small-sized 
cambodian dishes. The cafe 
also has some international 
favourites.

The food menu is made 
up mostly of food that can 
be commonly found in tra-
ditional cambodian dining, 
with the cafe’s emphasis be-
ing on creating a familiar at-
mosphere. This main goal of 
its menu is to provide a quick 
and light meal like those that 
are prepared at home.

among the cafe’s bestseller 
dishes are bay srop ($2.85-
$3.85), a typical cambo-
dian breakfast consisting of 

steamed rice, fried egg strips, 
braised egg, and pan-fried 
fried pork strips.

The other local favourites 
are braised beef with ba-
guette or noodle ($4.45), beef 
stir-fried with Kampot pep-
per ($5.5) and fried noodle 
with beef ($3.85).

For Western food, Pleng 
chan serves fish and chips 
with sesame seed ($3.8), club 
sandwiches ($4.45) and a va-
riety of salads ($3.25-$4.15).

Vegetarians can opt for veg-
etable tempura ($2.95) or stir-
fried vegetable with oyster 
sauce ($3.45).

What is hard to miss is the 
beverage that most custom-
ers prefer to sip as they are 
glued to their books. a great 
selection of coffee and tea are 
available at Pleng chan with 
a side of pastries and small 
bites as well.

On the list are interna-
tional standard coffees such 
as americano to green tea 
frappes, sparkling, smoothies, 

and hot tea starting from 
$1.95 to $3.55.

Those with a sweet tooth can 
try some local desserts such 
as caramelised sweet banana 
and potato ($2.95), creme car-
amel ($2.5), deep-fried fruit 
egg rolls ($2.95), pumpkin 
custard ($2.5), and deep-fried 
pancake with coffee ($3.25).

Samnang says: “In the 
morning, coffee is on high de-
mand while soda, smoothies 
and frappe are popular to 
accompany lunch and after-
noon snacks.

“I can say that besides good 
food and drinks, the most at-
tractive thing about our cafe 
is the green environment that 
helps relax our customers. 
many have said that the at-
mosphere here makes them 
feel fresh whether they come 
for work or relax.”

Equipped with air-condi-
tioner, projector, smart televi-
sion and whiteboard, the cafe 
also offers two private gather-
ing spaces and meeting ven-

ues with a hosting capacity for 
between 10 and 25 people.

“We occasionally host small 
social and educational work-
shop such as health educa-
tion and career preparation. 
all workshops are free for the 
public to join,” he says.

more than just selling cof-
fee, tea and other beverages, 
Pleng chan has welcomed 
social club activities from 
reading, music, painting and 
photography.

“Some of our customers, 
especially students, come to 
play piano and guitar,” Sam-
nang says, adding that the 
pleasant and soft music does 
not disturb the readers who 
are likely to come back for 
more books to read.

Pleng chan has around 3,500 
books in English, French, rus-
sian and Khmer. most of them 
are history, psychology, novels, 
and positive thinking books.

While staff ensure that the 
books are arranged neatly, a 
challenge for them is to take 

care of the indoor greenery.
Samnang says: “Natural 

plants play an important role 
in our interior decoration. 
They’re everywhere so we 
have to work hard to make 
sure they’re healthy. The dan-
gling vines and other plants 
near the ceiling need enough 
sunlight, a right amount of 
fertiliser and watering.

“Some of the plants have 
to be replaced every three 
months. It costs us more to 
enjoy nature in the heart of the 
city, but we love green space 
and commit to making the 
plants look fresh every day.”

Those who work from home 
and miss the food and drinks 
from Pleng chan can call for 
home delivery through popu-
lar local apps such as Nham24.

Pleng chan is located at 
232, Street 63, Boeung Keng 
Kang I, Khan Boeung Keng 
Kang, Phnom Penh. It’s open 
from 10am to 7pm. contact 
number 093 702 525 for 
more details.

Pleng Chan’s 300sqm area ensures the proper seating distance so that customers can easily get lost in a book without even hearing the Zen sound 
of wind chimes. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM

More than just selling coffee, tea and other beverages, Pleng Chan, which means ‘music moon’, has welcomed social club activities from reading, music, painting and photography. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM

Pleng chan, 
the cafe for 
bookworms 
and music 
apprentices
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aI could be pandemic lifesaver, one day
O

N DEcEmBEr 30, re-
searchers using artificial 
intelligence systems to 
comb through media and 

social platforms detected the spread 
of an unusual flu-like illness in Wu-
han, china.

It would be days before the World 
health Organization released a risk 
assessment and a full month before 
the UN agency declared a global 
public health emergency for the 
novel coronavirus.

could the aI systems have ac-
celerated the process and limited, 
or even arrested, the extent of the 
cOVID-19 pandemic? 

clark Freifeld, a Northeastern Uni-
versity computer scientist working 
with the global disease surveillance 
platform healthmap, one of the sys-
tems detecting the outbreak, said it 
remains an open question.

“We identified the early signals, 
but the reality is it’s hard to tell when 
you have an unidentified respirato-
ry illness if it’s a really serious situa-
tion,” said Freifeld.

Dataminr, a real-time risk detec-
tion technology firm, said it de-

livered the earliest warning about 
cOVID-19 on December 30 based 
on eyewitness accounts from inside 
Wuhan hospitals, pictures of the dis-
infection of the Wuhan seafood mar-
ket where the virus originated and 
a warning by a chinese doctor who 
later died from the virus himself.

“One of our biggest challenges 
is we tend to be reactive in these 
situations, it’s human nature,” said 
Kamran Khan, founder and chief ex-
ecutive of the Toronto-based disease 
tracking firm BlueDot, one of the ear-
ly systems that flashed warning flags 
in December over the epidemic.

“Whenever you’re dealing with a 
new, emerging disease, you don’t 
have all the answers. Time is your 
most valuable resource; you can-
not get it back.”

Khan, who is also a professor of 
medicine and public health at the 
University of Toronto, said by tele-
phone the data showed “echoes of 
the SarS outbreak 17 years earlier, 
but we didn’t know was how conta-
gious this was.”

Nevertheless, aI systems have prov-
en to be valuable in tracking epidemics 

by scouring a diverse array of sources 
ranging from airline bookings, Twitter 
and Weibo messages to news reports 
and sensors on connected devices.

Humans in the loop
Still, Freifeld said aI systems have 

limits, and the big decisions must 
still be made by humans.

“We use the aI system as a force 
multiplier, but we are committed 
to the concept of having humans in 
the loop,” he said.

aI and machine learning systems 
are likely to help the battle in several 
ways, from tracking the outbreak it-
self to speeding up drug testing.

“We can run simulations unlike 
we’ve ever done before, we under-
stand biological pathways unlike 
we’ve ever understood before, and 
that’s all because of the power of 
aI,” said michael Greeley of the 
equity firm Flare capital Partners, 
which has invested in several aI 
medical start-ups.

But Greeley said it remains chal-
lenging to apply these technologies 
to sectors like drug delivery where the 
normal testing time can be years.

“There is extraordinary pressure 
on the industry to start using these 
tools even though they may not be 
ready for prime time,” he said.

according to Khan, aI is helping in 
the containment phase with systems 
that used “anonymized” smartphone 
location data to track the progression 
of the disease and find hotspots, and 
to determine if people are following 
“social distancing” guidelines.

andrew Kress, cEO of the health 
technology firm healthVerity, said it 
remains challenging to collect med-
ical data for disease outbreaks while 
complying with patient privacy.

It’s possible to detect trends with 
signals such as pharmacy visits 
and sales of certain medications or 
even online searches, Kress said, 
but aggregating that has privacy 
implications.

“We need to have a real discussion 
about balance and utility around 
specific use cases and potentially 
the right kind of research to con-
tinue to figure out new ways to le-
verage some of these nontraditional 
data sources,” Kress said.

aI systems are also being put to 

work to scour the thousands of re-
search studies for clues on what 
treatments might be effective.

Last week, researchers joined the 
White house in an effort to make 
available some 29,000 coronavirus 
research articles that can be scanned 
for data mining.

The effort brought together the 
allen Institute for aI, chan Zucker-
berg Initiative, microsoft, George-
town University and others.

Through Kaggle, a machine learn-
ing and data science community 
owned by Google, these tools will 
be openly available for researchers 
around the world.

“It’s difficult for people to manu-
ally go through more than 20,000 ar-
ticles and synthesize their findings,” 
said Kaggle cEO and co-founder 
anthony Goldbloom.

“recent advances in technology 
can be helpful here. We’re putting 
machine-readable versions of these 
articles in front of our community of 
more than four million data scien-
tists. Our hope is that aI can be used 
to help find answers to a key set of 
questions about covid-19.” afp

Peru saves bats blamed for virus 
aUThOrITIES called Wednesday for 
worried Peruvians to stop killing bats 
after rescuing 200 that were going to 
be burnt by peasants believing them 
to be spreading the coronavirus.

“We must not distort the situation 
due to the pandemic. Bats are not our 
enemies,” the National Service of 
Wild Forests and Fauna (SErFOr) 
said in a statement on Wednesday.

SErFOr called for calm after peasants 
in culden, in the northern cajamarca 
region, attacked bats with fire.

“The attackers attacked the mammals 
because they thought they were spread-
ing the coronavirus,” said the agency.

The bats were rescued by SErFOr 
staff and released in a cave far away 
from culden.

SErFOr said bats can also be ben-
eficial to humans as “70 per cent of 
the species in the world feed off 
insects, many of which are harmful 
to agriculture and our health, like 
mosquitos that spread dengue and 
other diseases.”

Jessica Galvez-Durand, who is in 
charge of wild fauna at SErFOr, said 
people should avoid eating wild ani-
mals and that using their flesh in 
medicines was also risky.

In some asian countries such as 

china, where the coronavirus pan-
demic originated, bat meat is con-
sidered a delicacy. 

many experts believe a bat infecting 
a pangolin – a small, scaly endangered 
species – that was then eaten by people 
was the source of the novel coronavi-
rus’s transmission to humans.

Scientists believe the virus origi-
nated in bats but transferred to 
humans through another animal, 
perhaps pangolins whose meat is 
often used in health remedies.

There have been more than 400 
cases and nine deaths from covid-
19 in Peru. afp

Bats have become a scapegoat for the coronavirus and authorities have had to crack 
down on bat attacks in Peru. afp

Toyota robots capable of greet-
ing visitors and moving javelins  

were set to be deployed in the 
2020 Tokyo Olympics before the 

event was postponed. afp
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You may not kiss the bride: social 
distancing at Indonesia wedding
c

LOSED borders 
and social distanc-
ing rules to stem 
the coronavirus 

outbreak failed to stop one 
transnational couple in Indo-
nesia from tying the knot on 
Wednesday, minus the cus-
tomary kiss to seal the deal.

Irra chorina Octora, 29, and 
her Turkish partner Yavuz Oz-
demir, 32, swapped vows at al 
akbar mosque in Surabaya, as 
friends and family – each sat 
2m apart – looked on.

The couple both wore face-
masks and kept their dis-
tance through the ceremony 
to comply with strict rules 
imposed by authorities, who 
have banned mass gather-
ings including weddings but 
allowed some exceptions for 
marriages booked before the 
pandemic began.

Virus precautions were on 
full display, with a maximum 
of 25 people at the event, tem-
perature checks at the door and 

hand sanitiser throughout the 
venue. The wedding was also 
wrapped up in just 30 minutes.

The only hint of physical in-
timacy came when Ozdemir, 
whom Octora first met on so-
cial media, briefly took off his 
mask for his bride to feed him 
a piece of wedding cake.

Their reception party was 
cancelled and only a com-
promise with the mosque al-
lowed the pair to proceed with 
the ceremony on Wednesday, 
earlier than planned.

“all people must pass our 
disinfectant gate after being 
checked with a thermal gun,” 
al akbar mosque spokesman 
helmy m Noor said.

Octora said she was still 
happy with the wedding de-
spite the restrictions.

“We were worried that if 
we stuck to march 29 for 
the vows things might have 
happened and we would not 
have been able to marry in 
the end,” she said. afp

Indonesian bride Irra Chorina Octora and her Turkish partner Yavuz Ozdemir wearing face masks at their wedding in Surabaya, Indonesia. afp

 Irra after being disinfected on her wedding day in Surabaya, Indonesia.  afp

Liberian 
president      
releases
virus song

Should you wash your hands after stroking your pet?

LIBErIaN President George 
Weah released a coronavi-
r u s-t heme d si ng le on 
Wednesday, using music to 
raise awareness about pre-
vention measures in the 
impoverished West african 
state. 

In  his Let’s Stand Together 
and Fight Coronavirus, Weah 
explains how the virus is 
spread and urges hand wash-
ing to a backing of harmo-
nised female vocals and 
upbeat guitar music from the 
group The rabbis.

“From Europe to america, 
from america to africa, take 
precautions, and be safe,” 
the former football icon 
sings.

The roughly six-minute 
track also describes symp-
toms and explains how cov-
id-19 is mostly spread when 
people “touch their infected 
hands to their hands, nose or 
eyes”.

The poor country of some 
4.8 million people, which has 
banned travel to and from 
virus-stricken countries,  has 
recorded three coronavirus 
cases to date.

as with other poor states in 
the region, there are fears 
about Liberia’s capacity to 
respond to an outbreak. 

The country was the worst 
affected by the 2014-16 West 
african Ebola outbreak, 
when more than 4,800 people 
died. 

Weah’s spokesman Solo 
Kelgbeh said the president 
produced a similar song 
during the Ebola crisis, and 
that he started working on 
the new single before coro-
n av i r u s e ven re ache d  
Liberia.

The song serves a practical 
purpose, Kelgbeh said.

“Liberia is a country where 
a majority of the people 
don’t have access to internet 
and Facebook, but everyone 
listens to radio,” he noted.

“This song will be played 
on various radio stations in 
the country, to have the 
message spread sufficient-
ly,” Kelgbeh added. 

a lready decimated by 
back-to-back civil wars from 
1989 to 2003, Liberia faces 
economic woes including 
rampant inf lation and fuel 
shor tages – wh ich a re 
i ncreasi ng pressu re on 
Weah. afp

a FrENch medical body 
urged pet owners on Wednes-
day to take precautions like 
washing hands after stroking 
dogs or cats, saying the risk of 
catching covid-19 from ani-
mals “cannot be ruled out”.

Even though there is no evi-
dence yet that domestic ani-
mals can transmit the virus 
to humans or get sick from it, 
there could be a potential 
risk, said the French academy 

of medicine, which advises 
the government on epidemics 
and has set up a dedicated 
covid-19 monitoring group.

The SarS outbreak of 2002-
2003, caused by a coronavirus 
genetically close to covid-19, 
was able to infect several ani-
mal species including racoons, 
cats and hamsters, the acad-
emy said.

and two dogs whose hong 
Kong owner was infected 

with covid-19 have also test-
ed positive, it said.

One of the dogs had a very 
low virus count, the academy 
said, and later tested nega-
tive, while the second is still 
being monitored. 

Neither have displayed any 
signs of illness, but “these sci-
entific observations suggest 
that covid-19 can be trans-
mitted to dogs by a contami-
nated owner”, it said.

But it noted that there is 
nothing to suggest so far that 
dogs can infect humans or 
other animals.

While reiterating that 
France’s anses health agency 
and the World Organisation for 
animal health consider ani-
mal-to-human transmission 
unlikely, the academy never-
theless advised pet owners to 
“reinforce” their hygiene 
measures, including regular 

hand-washing after touching 
their pet and “not allowing 
them to lick your face”.

It also recommended sepa-
rating an infected owner 
from their animal compan-
ion “during the period that 
the sick person may excrete 
the virus”, for example when 
coughing.

But the academy empha-
sised that “in a home where a 
sick person has covid-19, the 

risk for people living under the 
same roof is much bigger from 
contact with the sick person 
than with the pet”.

“Particularly in periods of 
confinement, the pet is more 
a friend than a danger,” it 
added.

The World health Organiza-
tion recently stated there was 
“no evidence that a dog, cat or 
any pet can transmit covid-19.” 
afp
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Fake virus cures and risky rumours hit home 
F

rOm being duped into taking 
poisonous “cures” to watch-
ing businesses crumble and 
avoiding life-saving medica-

tion, people are suffering devastat-
ing real-world impacts of a deluge of 
online virus misinformation.

as the new coronavirus that has 
killed more than 20,000 people 
causes markets to crash and sets 
scientists scrambling for a solution, 
rumours and false claims are fuel-
ling confusion and deepening the 
economic misery.

The effects can be tragic – in Iran, 
one of the hardest-hit countries, 
more than 210 people died from 
drinking toxic alcohol after claims 
circulated online that it could treat 
or ward off covid-19, the official 
Irna news agency reported.

Dangerous fake cures include con-
suming volcanic ash and fighting 
infection with UV lamps or chlorine 
disinfectants, which health authori-
ties say can harm the body if used 
incorrectly.

another remedy that “kills the 
coronavirus”, according to mislead-
ing social media posts, is drinking 
silver particles in liquid, known as 
colloidal silver.

“I am making colloidal silver now. 
I have asthma and does it really 
work, worried/stressed over virus. 
Does this help if I take a teaspoon 
a day. New to this.” said a post by a 
user named michelle in a public Fa-
cebook group, alongside a photo of 
a jar of water with a metal rod in it.

The side effects of taking colloidal 
silver can include a bluish-grey skin 
discoloration and poor absorption 
of some medicines including antibi-
otics, according to the US National 
Institutes of health.

But this has not put some people 
off. an australian man who said he 
regularly buys the concoction said  it 
had “sold out in my town, but before 
the virus, I could always get some”.

cocaine and bleach-like solutions 
are also among the risky fake cures 
touted online. “No, cocaine does 
NOT protect against #cOVID-19,” 
the French government tweeted in 
response.

Businesses hit hard
as panic buying leaves supermar-

ket shelves empty around the world, 
some Indian traders and farmers 
have had the opposite problem – 
people shunning their products due 
to false information.

retailers in Delhi said they had 
stocked up on chinese-made goods 
such as toy guns, wigs and other 

colourful accessories ahead of holi 
festival earlier this month.

But “misinformation about chi-
nese products – that they might 
transmit coronavirus – caused a 
downfall in the sales of holi goods. 
We witnessed a reduction in sales 
of around 40 percent compared to 
previous year”, said Vipin Nijhawan 
from the Toy association of India.

Heart meds
The World health Organisation 

has said the virus does not last long 
on inanimate surfaces, so it is un-
likely imported goods would remain 
infectious even if contaminated.

The rapid spread of information 
online means that when scientists 
discuss as-yet unproven theories, 

anxious patients can take unneces-
sary risks.

confusion has been sparked by 
letters and theoretical papers pub-
lished in scientific journals about 
whether some types of heart medi-
cation can raise the chance of devel-
oping a serious form of covid-19.

This has prompted health author-
ities across Europe and america to 
advise heart patients – already more 
at-risk for the disease – to continue 
taking their drugs.

carolyn Thomas, who runs a blog 
for women living with heart disease, 
said dozens of her readers had con-
tacted her for advice after seeing 
tweets warning about acE inhibitors 
and angiotensin receptor blockers.

“Until I get in to see my own car-

diologist, I’m still taking my own 
drugs, even as I wonder if they are 
increasing my own vulnerability 
to catching the virus,” Thomas, 
who is self-isolating at home in 
canada, said.

“I’m afraid to take them, yet I’m 
afraid to stop,” she said.

Professor Garry Jennings, chief 
medical advisor for australia’s heart 
Foundation, said the theoretical pa-
pers were “based on a number of 
factors which are all disputed” and 
warned that if patients stopped taking 
their medication there could be an 
upshot in heart attacks and deaths.

“In the absence of any other evi-
dence that it’s actually happen-
ing, and with the knowledge that 
these drugs are beneficial, it’s not 

a good idea to stop,” he said.
and a man died in the US from tak-

ing a form of chloroquine – hailed by 
President Donald Trump as a poten-
tial “gift from God” remedy” – after 
he took a form of the drug his wife 
had used to treat her pet fish.

The woman told NBc News: “I 
saw it sitting on the back shelf and 
thought, ‘hey, isn’t that the stuff 
they’re talking about on TV?’”

Banner health, a non-profit 
health care provider based in Phoe-
nix, said on its website that “a man 
has died and his wife is under criti-
cal care after the couple, both in 
their 60s, ingested chloroquine 
phosphate, an additive commonly 
used at aquariums to clean fish 
tanks. afp

A sign reading coronavirus – I check my sources before sharing news’ in Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire. afp

With no firm date set for the series conclusion, fans of the hit show were left raging. afp

covid-19 postpones    
Walking Dead  finale
WhEN will this apocalypse finally be 
over?

That is the question being asked by 
The Walking Dead television fans, 
after producers revealed they had not 
been able to finish making the popu-
lar zombie show’s series finale due to 
coronavirus.

“current events have unfortunate-
ly made it impossible to complete 
post-production of ‘The Walking 
Dead’ Season 10 finale, so the current 
season will end with its 15th episode 
on april 5,” network amc tweeted.

“The planned finale will appear as 
a special episode later in the year.”

“The Walking Dead” – based on a 
comic book about a post-apocalyptic 

zombie-ridden vision of the United 
States – is one of the most successful 
shows in the history of US cable tel-
evision, smashing viewership records 
during its long run.

With no firm date set for the series 
conclusion, fans of the hit were left 
raging – but also noting the irony.

more than half of americans are 
under some form of lockdown due to 
the coronavirus pandemic, with 
nobody certain when life will return 
to normal.

“It’s turning into a documentary 
looking at the current state of the 
planet,” tweeted one fan.

“This apocalypse totally sucks,” 
wrote another.    afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Carve with acid
  5 Humane org. 
 10 Sister in an Eastwood film
 14 German wife
 15 Rainwater pipe
 16 Difficult responsibility
 17 Sandler-Barrymore film
 20 Proves to be wiser
 21 Cain’s mother
 22 Biology subject
 23 “Bells ___ Ringing”
 24 Like a Turkish bath
 27 Decimal units
 29 More conniving
 32 Even-steven score
 33 Agricultural tool
 36 Calls a jury
 38 Majors and lieutenants
 41 Desert formation
 42 Partook of
 43 Tenth on the calendar, briefly
 44 Music for a film
 46 “How ___ you?!”
 50 Burial markers
 52 One of the Bobbsey twins
 55 Afternoon serving
 56 Lass

 57 Scores more than
 60 Cleaner’s method, often
 63 “If only things had turned out 

differently!”
 64 Buyer be where?
 65 Alphabetize
 66 ___ contendere (court plea)
 67 “___ supposes his toeses are 

roses”
 68 Year, in Latin
DOWN
  1 Earnest attempt
  2 Being three in one
  3 Collarless robe
  4 Crude dwellings
  5 “___ as the eye can see”
  6 Cathedral steeples
  7 Dessert wine
  8 Use “colorful” words
  9 QB’s throw, completed or not
 10 Chardonnay alternative
 11 Aardvark
 12 Regret bitterly
 13 Donkey
 18 Singer Sumac
 19 Take away (from)
 24 Old photo tint

 25 Wire diameter units
 26 Happy response to a marriage 

proposal
 28 Tool repository
 30 Permanent prisoner
 31 World finance org.
 34 Journeyman sailor
 35 Draw out
 37 “___ a hand?” (helpful query)
 38 Checker’s determination
 39 Absolutely necessary
 40 “Double Fantasy” artist Yoko
 41 “Help!”
 45 With nothing missing
 47 When both hands are up?
 48 Key on a keyboard
 49 From ___ west
 51 Catch, as a dogie
 53 ___-ski
 54 Replies of refusal (var.)
 57 Familiar with
 58 Some conspiracy subjects
 59 “___ sin to tell a lie”
 60 Air circulation device
 61 U.N. agency for workers’ issues
 62 Real attachment?

“FINDING FIFI” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution
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Sport

British rowers reset after Olympic letdown

B
ritish Olympic rower 
Polly swann was counting 
down to tokyo 2020 just 
days ago. Now she is con-

sidering starting her medical career 
early to help in the battle against the 
coronavirus.

the 31-year-old, who won a silver 
medal as part of the women’s eight at 
the 2016 Games in rio, was looking 
to go one better in Japan before be-
ginning her new life on the hospital 
wards.

swann said this week’s decision 
to postpone the Olympics at least 
gives athletes clarity after weeks of 
uncertainty.

the former Edinburgh University 
student was gearing up to start her 
foundation programme as a doc-
tor after competing in Japan but she 
said there were rumours that health 
chiefs in scotland could be looking 
for reinforcements in the next few 
weeks as covid-19 takes hold.

“i think i need to make some hard 

choices,” said swann, who was in a 
good position to win a place in the 
women’s four. 

“the Olympics are my dream and 
something very personal to me. i want 
to go and win an Olympic gold medal 
but also the pressure we’re under glob-
ally is much bigger than just sport.

“Obviously medicine is a huge pas-
sion to me so i feel passionate about 
having a duty, being a tiny cog in the 
Nhs machine.”

the former world and European 
champion described the postpone-
ment of the Games as frustrating but 
said it meant athletes now had an ex-
tra year to prepare to hit their peak.

Olympic dream
and she has not given up on her 

dream, saying the National health 
service is generally supportive of 
doctors who want to compete at the 
Olympics.

But she admitted: “it will be tough. 
i had the perfect solution.” 

medical student imogen Grant, a 
lightweight sculler, is also coming to 
terms with having to rejig her plans 
but remains firmly focused on tokyo 
next year.

the cambridge University student, 
who was due to restart her medical 
studies shortly after the end of the 
Olympics after a two-year hiatus, 
said the change of dates had not 
dimmed her desire.

“i had a few hours where i threw 
the toys out of the pram but ulti-
mately the reason i wanted to be on 
the GB team was i wanted to go to 
the Olympics and win a medal,” she 
said. “that dream hasn’t changed.” 

Grant, 24, is relatively new to the 
sport. she fell into rowing at the 
start of her university career at cam-
bridge, attracted by the lure of free 
drinks as a reward for signing up to a 
club taster session.

she is hoping she can negotiate an-
other year off before she dives back 
into her medical degree.

swann and Grant are both train-
ing at home now after the closure of 
the British rowing team’s caversham 
training base near London on satur-
day as a result of the coronavirus.

swann is back in Edinburgh while 
Grant is at home in London after a 
“mad scramble” to borrow equip-
ment from the team base.

the rowers are still being put 
through their paces remotely by their 
coaches, who are working with sas, 
the official analytics partner of Brit-
ish rowing, to analyse the data.

GB powerhouse 
the new reality of training in isola-

tion as a result of the coronavirus is a 
far cry from last month’s winter train-
ing session in Portugal, where both 
rowers were put through their paces 
along with the rest of the women’s 
crew.

Britain has ruled the waves at Olym-
pic rowing events since Beijing 2008 
and anticipation was bubbling in the 

rural setting of avis, with the athletes 
pushing their limits in the gym and 
spending hours on the water.

swann was firmly established again 
after stepping away from the sport for 
a time. she returned to the GB squad 
last year following the completion of 
her medical degree.

“i couldn’t stop thinking about row-
ing,” she said in Portugal, referring to 
her time away. “i just started training 
to see if i still had the drive.

“We obviously did a really fantastic 
thing in rio. But i knew that i as an 
individual could have been better 
just with injuries and the way that 
my body was holding up.”

Grant is staying positive despite 
the disruption.

“after our recent training camp 
our coach said to us ‘we’re in a really 
good place but i wish we had another 
year’ and now suddenly we’re in that 
position,” she said. 

“i want to grasp that opportunity 
as best i can.”

mcGregor gives $1.1m
for covid-19 treatment 
UFc star conor mcGregor has spent 
$1.1 million on protective equipment 
for hospital staff treating patients 
with the coronavirus in ireland.

mcGregor sent a message to the 
republic of ireland’s minister for 
Finance Paschal Donohoe and 
revealed the contents on his twitter 
page.

Donohoe had written to mcGre-
gor asking him to tell his 7.9 million 
twitter followers to practise social 
distancing.

“today i am purchasing myself, €1 
million worth of personal protective 
equipment to be deployed to all the 
fighting hospitals in the Leinster 
region. Our most affected region, to 
this date,” mcGregor said.

“st James’s, mater, tallaght, 

Beaumont, Vincent’s [hospitals]. 
Where we would be without these 
brave men and women, i do not 
know. may God bless over them 
and keep them safe!”

mcGregor called on the irish govern-
ment to go further in their efforts to 
fight the virus and implement more 
stringent lock-down measures.

“i feel like we are moving in the 
right way, it just feels to me like it is 
not all the way,” he said. “i urge all 
the way! ‘all in’ is the term we must 
use here. Bit by bit will cost us lives.

“to see what is happening here in 
ireland and all across the globe is 
heartbreaking to me. i pray. 

“God speed minister and thank 
you for the message, and your serv-
ice to our nation.” afp

British rower Jess Leyden practices on a rowing machine during a training camp in Avis, Portugal. afp

McGregor called on the Irish government to go further in their efforts to fight the coronavirus. afp
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Pizza dough, fermented tea: it’s lockdown, rugby style 
From perfecting pizza dough to 
fermenting tea, rugby players in Eu-
rope have found different ways to 
pass their time during the lockdown 
forced by the coronavirus pandemic.

australia international Scott hig-
ginbotham, who plays for Bor-
deaux-Begles, has been busy in his 
kitchen during the confinement 
period which started in France on 
march 17.

“my wife and I take turns in going 
out and doing a bit of exercise and 
a lot of cooking. Every meal is made 
from scratch,” higginbotham said  
this week.

“I made my own pizza dough the 
other day which was quite nice. I do 
love pizza so that was a big one for 
me going forward.

“I made a chili con carne on mon-

day which was pretty good if I don’t 
mind saying so myself,” he added.

New Zealand-born Dean Budd 
plays for Treviso in northern Italy 
where people have been confined 
to their homes for more than two 
weeks due to covid-19.

“I’ve made some nice pickled egg-
plant, that was my go-to. I tried to 
make some fermented hot sauce, 
but that failed,” Budd said.

“I’m brewing kombucha (fer-
mented tea) so that keeps me busy 
as well. The problem with fermenta-
tion is time so I’m wanting to taste 
them and staring at them wanting 
them to go faster because I’ve got 
nothing else to do,” he added.

Second-row Budd, who has 29 
caps for the azzurri, lives in an 
apartment with partner and lifestyle 

blogger amelia rogers and said 
keeping fit has been difficult.

“There’s only a certain access to 
things and only so much you can do 
with your creative mind by lifting ta-
bles, hanging off tables and running 
up and down stairs. It’s very chal-
lenging to stay active,” he added.

Mbanda the man
Budd’s Italy team-mate maxime 

mbanda has become a volunteer 
ambulance driver in the city of Par-
ma during the outbreak.

“he’s always been a real team man. 
he’s always put his body on the line 
but he’s now putting it on the line for 
different reasons,” Budd said. 

“What max has done is awe-
some and symbolises what a rug-
by player is about. Giving to the 

greater good,” he added.
For racing 92 coach mike Pren-

dergast in Paris the task of keeping 
in touch with work is different.

“It’s a tricky one because there is no 
day-to-day training or games to anal-
yse. What I’ve been doing is working 
off my laptop, looking at our games 
throughout the year, little areas we 
can get better at,” he said.

“There’s not much more you can 
do as coaches. You can’t even plan 
ahead because you don’t know 
what’s going to happen,” he added.

The whacks, the bumps, the bruises
The French Top 14 and the Pro14, 

which Budd’s Treviso compete in, 
are both postponed without a re-
start date.

higginbotham, who won the last 

of his 34 Wallabies caps in 2017, 
called for a  training period of up to 
a month before matches take place 
again.

“There’s definitely going to need 
to be a few weeks of re-condition-
ing before they think about playing 
games. That’s without question,” he 
said.

“Three to four weeks would be 
enough to get us back to game play-
ing weight,” he added.

Budd, 33, said sessions before get-
ting back on the playing field were 
essential.

“You need the whacks, the bumps, 
the bruises, you need to learn how 
to sprint again,” he added.

“With player welfare we need to be 
doing things in controlled situations 
before going out there.” AFP

Wimbledon to hold ‘emergency meeting’ 
W

ImBlEDoN could 
be postponed or 
even cancelled 
after all England 

club chiefs called an “emer-
gency meeting” for next week 
to discuss whether to go 
ahead with this year’s tour-
nament amid the coronavirus 
outbreak.

Wimbledon is set to start in 
london on June 29, but the 
continuing spread of the virus 
has caused havoc with the 
sporting schedule and the 
grass-court Grand Slam could 
be the next major event to be 
delayed.

“The aElTc can confirm that 
it is continuing a detailed eval-
uation of all scenarios for The 
championships 2020, includ-

ing postponement and cancel-
lation, as a result of the covid-
19 outbreak,” an all England 
club statement said on 
Wednesday.

“an emergency meeting of 
the aElTc main Board is 
scheduled for next week, and 
in preparation we are commu-
nicating closely with the lTa, 
and with the aTP, WTa, ITF and 
the other Grand Slams.”

The French open was the 
first of this year’s three remain-
ing Grand Slams to be post-
poned due to the virus.

originally scheduled to run 
from may 24 to June 7, the clay-
court tournament was moved 
to September 20 by the French 
Tennis Federation in a move 
that angered some players.

The new date for roland Gar-
ros is just one week after the US 
open finishes and clashes with 
the laver cup, the popular exhi-
bition team competition set up 
by roger Federer and featuring 
leading players from Europe 
and the rest of the world.

‘Significant risk’
Wimbledon, whose singles 

titles were won by Novak Djok-
ovic and Simona halep last 
year, is the crown jewel of the 
sport’s four Grand Slams.

But moving it deeper into the 
tennis calender might be tricky 
after the outcry over the unilat-
eral French open switch.

Euro 2020 and the Tokyo 
olympics have both been put 
back by a year to allow the 

health crisis to be resolved.
Pressure is growing on the all 

England club to make a deci-
sion and organisers have ruled 
out playing the tournament 
behind closed doors.

“The build for The champion-
ships is due to begin at the end 
of april,” the statement said. 

“at this time, based on the 
advice we have received from 
the public health authorities, 
the very short window available 
to us to stage The champion-
ships due to the nature of our 
surface suggests that postpone-
ment is not without significant 
risk and difficulty. Playing 
behind closed doors has been 
formally ruled out.”

Given it takes two months to 
get the Wimbledon site ready for 

the event, a decision needs to be 
made soon and all England club 
chief executive richard lewis 
expects the call will be made at 
the emergency summit.

“The unprecedented chal-
lenge presented by the covid-
19 crisis continues to affect our 
way of life in ways that we could 
not have imagined, and our 
thoughts are with all those 
affected in the UK and around 
the world,” lewis said.

“The single most important 
consideration is one of public 
health, and we are determined 
to act responsibly through the 
decisions we make. 

“We are working hard to 
bring certainty to our plans for 
2020 and have convened an 
emergency meeting of the 

aElTc main board for next 
week, at which a decision will 
be made.”

The Indian Wells masters 
1000 was the first aTP Tour 
event to be hit by the impact of 
the pandemic. 

The men’s and women’s tours 
are currently suspended until 
June 7, which includes the 
entire clay-court campaign.

“We are in close discussion 
with all the grass-court events 
and they remain on the calen-
dar as scheduled at this time,” 
aTP chairman andrea Gaud-
enzi said.

“The reality is this is a rap-
idly evolving situation and 
there is no option other than 
to take this day-by-day and 
week-by-week.” AFP

The Stade Roland-Garros in Paris, France, where Wimbledon is held each year. AFP



Wellington Phoenix midfielder 
tim Payne tearfully apologised 
thursday for breaking Covid-19 
quarantine in Australia when he 
drunkenly drove a golf buggy along a 
Sydney street.

Payne and his passenger in the 
buggy, teammate oliver Sail, face the 
prospect of a heavy fine or suspen-
sion over the escapade in the early 
hours of tuesday morning.

“i’m incredibly sorry and incredibly 
embarrassed,” Payne told new Zea-
land’s Radio Sport.

“i take full responsiblity for my 
actions and what unfolded on that 
night. i 100-percent fully expect there 
to be repercussions.”

the new Zealand-based Phoenix 
were in isolation in Sydney in the 
hope that they could play in the 
A-league if the Australian competi-
tion continued behind closed 
doors.

But the plan proved fruitless when 
the season was cancelled and the 
team returned home on tuesday.

new Zealand international Payne, 
26, said his teammates were drinking 
at their remote accommodation in 
northern Sydney on Monday night 
when he and Sail decided to take a 
golf buggy for a ride.

He said the pair were stopped by 
police, although he denied reports 
they were arrested and members of 
the public intervened to stop them.

the reports said the buggy was 
stopped about five 5km from the 
players’ accommodation and Payne 
blew positive on a roadside breath 
test.

“Definitely a mistake on my behalf, 
it’s just one of those things you wish 
you could take back,” he said.

Football Federation Australia said 
it was investigating and taking the 
matter very seriously.

“if any misconduct is found to have 
occurred, FFA will be swift in taking 
action under the FFA national code 
of conduct,” it said.

Wellington Phoenix confirmed an 
incident involving Payne and Sail 
had taken place, saying it too was 
investigating.   afp

Champion Joshua isolates        
after meeting Prince Charles
WoRlD heavyweight boxing 
champion Anthony Joshua has 
placed himself in self-isolation 
following a meeting with coro-
navirus victim Prince Charles.

Charles, the eldest son and 
heir to Britain’s Queen eliza-
beth ii, is showing mild symp-
toms of coronavirus and is 
self-isolating in Scotland, offi-
cials said on Wednesday. 

it remains unclear when 
Charles caught the illness but 
on March 9, he spent the day 
with the Queen, prime minis-
ter Boris Johnson and stars of 
sport and entertainment – 

including Joshua – at the Com-
monwealth Day service at 
Westminster Abbey.

A spokesman for Joshua told 
the Daily Mail: “AJ is at home 
following government guide-
lines, he is fit and well. He 
wishes everyone affected a 
speedy recovery and a huge 
thank you to all the front line 
key workers.” 

Joshua is due to defend his 
iBF, WBA and WBo heavy-
weight titles against manda-
tory challenger Kubrat Pulev 
at the tottenham Hotspur Sta-
dium on June 20.

But the coronavirus could 
delay that bout and push back 
a hugely anticipated all-British 
fight with WBC champion 
tyson Fury until next year at 
the earliest.

in a series of twitter posts on 
tuesday, Joshua thanked all 
those involved in trying to 
combat the coronavirus by say-
ing: “it’s humbling to see peo-
ple giving their everything right 
now to keep us safe. Shout to 
everyone on the front-line.

“We see you, we appreciate 
you, we thank you and we’re in 
awe of you!”   afp
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Superstar QB Brady turns page on 
Patriots, focuses on future with Bucs
t

oM Brady, who has landed 
with the tampa Bay Bucca-
neers after 20 seasons and 
six Super Bowl titles with 

new england, says he’s looking for-
ward, not back, and is eager to get up 
to speed with his new team.

the task is complicated by the cor-
onavirus pandemic, with nFl team 
training and other activities on hold 
and team facilities shut down.

even Brady’s introductory press 
conference, usually a chance for a 
team to show off such a prized ac-
quisition, had to be conducted by 
conference call on tuesday.

But Brady said he’s still eager to get 
going, and is not expecting any spe-
cial considerations as he sets about 

learning the system of coach Bruce 
Arians and eventually settling in with 
“really talented” teammates includ-
ing wide receivers Mike evans and 
Chris godwin, tight ends o.J. How-
ard and Cameron Brate and running 
back Ronald Jones.

“i said the other day, no one cares 
what you’ve done in the past,” Brady 
said. “they don’t care what you did 
last year, five years ago or 10 years 
ago.

“And i think, hopefully, the knowl-
edge i’ve had with my experience 
playing quarterback will allow me to 
transition quickly.

“there’s a lot of things i’ve got to get 
up to speed on. obviously learning 
different terminology, that’s a unique 

challenge that i haven’t faced, but it’s 
one that i’m looking forward to also.

“it’s a new program that i’m a part 
of, and they have their way of doing 
things, and they’re committed to 
winning. i’ve got to come in and do 
my part, and that’s why i’m here.”

Brady shed little light on the events 
that preceded his departure as a free 
agent from new england, where his 
relationship with coach Bill Belichick 
had reportedly come under strain in 
recent seasons even as he remained 
close to the Patriots’ billionaire own-
er Robert Kraft.

“i leave there with just great admi-
ration for the people and the organi-
zation,” Brady said. “it’s a world-class, 
first-class organization in every way.

“there is no one who is a bigger fan 
of the Patriots than me,” Brady said. 
“i have nothing but total respect and 
love. i’m so grateful to Mr. Kraft, the 
organization and coach Belichick 
and all the coaches.”

But after signing a contract with 
the Bucs worth a reported $50 mil-
lion over two years, he said he was 
ready to embrace a new challenge.

“this is an exciting moment for me 
in my life,” Brady said. “this is some-
thing obviously that’s very unique to 
me, it’s something that hasn’t hap-
pened in 20 years. So i’m kind of tak-
ing it day by day. the expectation for 
me is to come in and do what i feel is 
right for the organization, that’s to be 
a great team player.” afp

A-league 
footballer 
breaks virus 
quarantine 

Tom Brady signed a two-year $50 million dollar deal with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers after 20 seasons with the New England Patriots . afp

World heavyweight boxing champion Anthony Joshua mingled with Prince Charles at the Commonwealth Day 
service at Westminster Abbey on March 9. afp
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