
PRINCE Charles, the eldest son 
and heir to Queen Elizabeth II, is 
showing mild symptoms of the 
new coronavirus but “otherwise 
remains in good health”, his office 
said on Wednesday.

The 71-year-old is self-isolating 
in Scotland along with his wife 
Camilla, who was also tested but 
does not have Covid-19, Clarence 
House said.

In a separate statement, Buck-
ingham Palace said the queen, 93, 
was in “good health” and had not 
seen her son for two weeks.

“The Prince of Wales has tested 
positive for coronavirus,” Charles’ 
office said in a statement.

“He has been displaying mild 
symptoms but otherwise remains 
in good health and has been 
working from home throughout 
the last few days as usual.  

“The Duchess of Cornwall 
[Camilla] has also been tested
but does not have the virus. 

“In accordance with government 
and medical advice, the prince and 
the duchess are now self-isolating 
at home in Scotland.”

The couple were tested by the 
state-run National Health Service 
(NHS) in Aberdeenshire in north-
east Scotland, it said.

“It is not possible to ascertain 
from whom the prince caught the 
virus owing to the high number 
of engagements he carried out in 
his public role during recent 
weeks,” it added.

British media reported the 
prince had attended an event 
with Prince Albert of Monaco on 
March 10. An announcement that 
Prince Albert had tested positive 
on March 19.

Queen Elizabeth II, 93, and her 
husband Prince Philip, 98, retired 
to Windsor Castle, outside Lon-
don, on March 19. 

“Her Majest y t he Queen 
remains in good health,” a 
spokeswoman for Buckingham 
Palace said. 

“The Queen last saw the Prince 
of Wales briefly after the investi-
ture on the morning of March 12, 
and is following all the appropri-
ate advice with regards to her 
welfare.”

The spokeswoman would not 
say whether the queen had been 
tested for coronavirus.

The monarch brought forward her 
Easter break in Windsor by a week 
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Donors offer $9M to aid 
fight against coronavirus
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Phuon Chansereivuth 
and Niem Chheng

T
HE Ministry of Health on 
Wednesday confirmed five 
more cases of coronavirus infec-
tions, bringing the total to 96.

Two of the five infected persons 
are French tourists visiting Siha-
noukville. The pair, aged 60 and 64, 
are among the more than 30 French 
nationals and their two Cambodian 
tour guides who were quarantined 
at a hotel in the coastal town after 
their testing proved positive. All 

are being treated at the hotel itself.
In Phnom Penh, a 27-year-old 

Cambodian man also tested positive 
for Covid-19. He is being treated at 
the Chak Angre Krom Health Centre 
in Meanchey district. The ministry 
said his girlfriend tested negative.

In Kandal province, a 59-year-
old man contracted the virus after 
coming into direct contact with 
a 60-year-old Muslim who re-
cently returned from a religious 
gathering in Malaysia. He is being 
treated at the provincial hospital.

In Siem Reap province, a 37-year-

old man tested positive and is being 
treated at the provincial hospital. He 
was the driver for the French tourists 
who also tested positive after travel-
ling to Sihanoukville from Siem Reap.

Six of 10 people from Battambang 
province who had also been in di-
rect contact with the same French 
tourists tested negative, while the 
other four are awaiting test results 
as of press time.

In Tbong Khmum province, a 
52-year-old man has recovered 
and been discharged from the hos-
pital after testing negative twice.

And in the capital, three infected 
Cambodian men have also been 
discharged from the same health 
centre after testing negative twice.    

In light of the growing number of 
Covid-19 cases recorded in the King-
dom, Prime Minister Hun Sen has 
told a legal team to study the scope 
of Article 22 of the Constitution in re-
gards to declaring a state of emergen-
cy, if his appeals on the measures to 
contain the disease are not effective.

“I am looking at the possibility

PM mulling emergency 
as virus cases rise to 96
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Couple critical of quarantine get virus
Niem Chheng

AN American couple that criticised 
Cambodian quarantine methods was 
tested positive for Covid-19, Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen said on Wednesday.

He said the couple, who were 
among the passengers of the Viking 
Cruise Journey which is quaran-
tined in Kampong Cham, is among 
four people who were confirmed to 

have the coronavirus on Tuesday.
“Now, besides the three people who 

contracted the virus [when the ship 
docked] and another passenger who 
has since recovered, we have found the 
latest four virus-infected passengers.

“Among them are two Americans 
who said we put them up at a hotel 
with [house] lizards in their room. 
They are rich and they wanted to stay 
at a 5-star hotel. If we had followed 

what they wanted, that 5-star hotel 
may be now destroyed,” he said.

On Monday last week, the Ameri-
can couple Ryan Knapp and Theresa 
Gordon said the quarantine they 
were undergoing in Kampong Cham 
was akin to being detained. They said 
their hotel had lizards and leaking 
toilets, according to USA Today.

Kampong Cham provincial gover-
nor Un Chanda declined to reveal the 

identities of the American couple 
that tested positive while Kampong 
Cham provincial health department 
director Kim Sourphirun also 
declined to confirm their identities.

However, he said 53 other passengers 
from the Viking Cruise Journey have 
tested negative for Covid-19 and had 
returned to their ship. However, the ship 
is still in the Kingdom’s territory pending 
a decision on where it will go next.

UK Prince 
Charles 
contracts 
Covid-19

people buying face masks. prime Minister Hun Sen has warned of stern action against those who raise the price of facemasks and other protective gear. afp



Voun Dara

A
FTER the Kampong 
Cham Provincial 
Court charged In-
dradevi High School 

teacher Ou Chealy with reck-
less driving causing death, 
Minister of Justice Ang Vong 
Vathana on Wednesday re-
quested the court chief and 
prosecutor to transfer the case 
to the Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court in the interest of justice.

The request was made after 
the ministry received a letter 
on February 10 from Chealy’s 
defence lawyer requesting 
the transfer under Article 19 
of the Law on Organisation of 
the Courts.

The ministry said it received 
the lawyer’s letter requesting 
the change of the trial venue 
for criminal case Nº 499 from 
the provincial court to the 
Phnom Penh Municipal Court 
relating to a traffic accident in 

Kampong Cham province’s 
Angkor Ban commune, in 
Kang Meas district.

The letter said: “The Kam-
pong Cham Provincial Court 
charged [the teacher] with reck-
less driving causing death.”

According to the minister’s 
request, Chealy said the Sci-
ence and Technology Police 
Department at the Ministry 
of Interior had conducted a 
postmortem of the body and 
it proved that he was not re-
sponsible for the death. But 
the provincial prosecutor still 
charged him for the crime.

The request read: “With no 
confidence in the competence 
of the Kampong Cham Pro-
vincial Court and residing in 
Phnom Penh, Chealy finds it 
difficult to travel to and fro to 
adhere to the provincial court 
procedures, so he requests the 
ministry change the trial ven-
ue from the provincial court to 
the municipal court.”

Vong Vathana said to ensure 
justice is served under Article 
19 of the Law on Organisation 
of the Courts,  the ministry 
forwarded the letter and rel-
evant documentation to the 
provincial court chief and the 
prosecutor to transfer it to the 
Phnom Penh Municipal Court.

Meanwhile, 100 people in-
cluding staff, teachers and 
students of the high school 
submitted the letter of com-
plaint seeking intervention 
from Prime Minister Hun 
Sen to dispense justice to 
Chealy.

On Monday, Hun Sen’s Cab-
inet chief Ho Sithy forwarded 
the letter to the Minister of 
Justice for review.

The letter read: “We, all stu-
dents and former students of 
teacher Ou Chealy and staff 
would like to inform Samdech 
Techo [Hun Sen] that please 
kindly help intervene to dis-
pense justice to the teacher.

“Kampong Cham provincial 
court deputy prosecutor Top 
Chhunlong and investigative 
Judge Samai Linda unfairly 
charged Chealy with reckless 
driving killing others without 
exhibits. They are keeping a 
$10,000 bail and his car and 
refuse to release him. The 
charge is unprofessional and 
groundless.”

In a report issued after an 
investigation into the acci-
dent, the Department of Traf-
fic Police and Public Order at 
the General Commissariat of 

National Police said on March 
2 that it had not measured the 
location of the accident ac-
cording to procedure.

The district police could 
not also build a case file to 
be referred to court.  On Jan-
uary 24, the Kampong Cham 
provincial police in charge 
of public order issued a let-
ter asking for comprehen-
sion and forgiveness for 
their negligence in building 
a case file.

Chealy said on Wednesday 
that the provincial court de-
cided to charge him without 
its decision being based on 
the investigation report.

“So, it means that once the 
court sends me for a trial, I 
will become an accused per-
son. Originally I am only a 
suspect.  When I am still a 
suspect, the Kampong Cham 
Provincial Court doesn’t take 
the report of the police at the 
Ministry of Interior into con-
sideration to discharge the 
burden from me.

“The court still charged me. 
The court knows only two 
words – the charge and mon-
ey,” he said.

He said the charge against 
him by the provincial court was 
based only on the report from 
Kang Meas district police.

The Kampong Cham provin-
cial traffic police acknowledged 
that procedures were carried 
out negligently and issued the 
letter asking for comprehen-
sion and forgiveness.

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

A 73-YEAR-OLD man died as 
he was burning grass to clear 
a mango field at Prek Taroth 
village, Kampong Braing 
commune, in Pea Reang dis-
trict, Prey Veng province on 
Tuesday.

Kampong Braing commune 
police chief Pov Dany told The 
Post on Wednesday that the 
victim, Chan Oeurn, is a farm-

er who lived in the commune.
Dany said according to 

Oeurn’s wife, Pheng Meun, 68, 
her husband had ridden a 
bicycle to his mango farm 
about 2km from their house to 
pump water and burn the 
grass. However, he was found 
burned in the fire.

“The evaluation report of 
the body at the site of the inci-
dent revealed that Oeurn 
might have fainted from 

smoke inhalation and died in 
the fire. Authorities also 
found a half-burnt shoe and 
half-burnt rake handle.

“The victim was totally burnt. 
Near the body, there were piec-
es of garment, grass and other 
weeds which were not com-
pletely burnt,” said Dany.

On Wednesday, the victim’s 
eldest son Oeurn Chat, 48, told 
The Post that his father normal-
ly went to the farm in the morn-

ing, but on the day of the inci-
dent, he rode to the farm again 
after lunch. He told his mother 
that he would burn the grass he 
cleared in the morning.

“At 3:00 pm, I bought some 
food for my parents and visited 
them at their house but I did 
not meet my father. My mother 
said he went to the farm in the 
village, so I rode a motorbike to 
find him. But I found his body 
instead,” Chat said.
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Soth Koemsoeun

TAKEO provincial authorities 
are probing suspects behind 
marijuana plantations in 
three communes in Kiri Vong 
district, after destroying the 
plants cultivated in 14 loca-
tions totalling 9,971sqm.

The plants were burned on the 
spot but the suspects escaped.

Deputy provincial police 
chief Sao Sarun told The 
Post on Wednesday that po-
lice cleared and burned the 
marijuana plantations on the 
top of Bayong Kor mountain, 
located in Preah Bat Chon-
chum, Som, and Ta O com-
munes in Kiri Vong district.

Apart from the plantations, 10 
reservoirs, 1,500m of irrigation 
water pipes, and 8kg of dried 
marijuana were also destroyed.

The operation, Sarun said, 
involved 150 provincial and 
district policemen and bor-
der police.

“We couldn’t count the 
number of marijuana plants 
we destroyed as they were 
just too many. We just went 
to the locations and de-
stroyed them.

“But as for the dried mari-
juana, we weighed it at 8kg 
and burned it on the spot as 
well. The plantation owner 
escaped but we are continu-
ing our investigations to nab 
him,” he said.

Sarun said police involved 
in anti-drug enforcement 
have disseminated informa-
tion and educated village 
chiefs. Local authorities have 
also explained to the people 
not to grow marijuana.

They were told that mari-
juana is an illegal crop and 
that those caught growing, 
selling or smoking it would be 
prosecuted under the law.

Heam Srim, the deputy dis-
trict police chief in charge of 
drugs, said the authorities 
have been investigating the 
secret planting of marijuana 
and have several suspects un-
der surveillance.

Marijuana plants, he said, 
only took two to three months 
to grow, and because of its 
high selling price, criminal el-
ements took the risk despite 
knowing it is illegal.

“Some of our citizens are 
forced to grow the plants even 
though they know it is forbid-
den under the law. If caught, 
we will send them to face the 
court,” he said.

 Preah Bat Chonchum com-
mune police chief In Vuth said 
on Wednesday that his forces 
cooperated with Kiri Vong 
specialist officers and provin-
cial forces to crack down on 
such crimes. 

“We always assisted the ex-
perts with information on mar-
ijuana plantations. This region 
is suitable for planting mari-
juana because of its thick forest 
and good soil which aids the 
growth of marijuana plants.

“Offenders always plant 
marijuana in secret. We al-
ways crack down on them by 
burning the plants. Just last 
month, we arrested a person 
who planted marijuana.

“But other people still plant 
despite it being illegal because 
it is more profitable than 
planting rice,” he said.

Takeo police burn 
marijuana plants, 
hunt for suspects

Teacher decries court case
Some 100 people including staff, teachers and students of the Indradevi  High School submitted a letter of complaint seeking intervention from 
Prime Minister Hun Sen to dispense justice to Ou Chealy. supplied

Takeo provincial authorities destroyed the plants cultivated in 14  
locations totalling 9,971sqm. police

Man killed in Prey Veng mango farm fire
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in Article 22 of the Constitution to 
request the King to declare a state 
of emergency. I don’t want to use it, 
but if my appeal [to the people] is 
ineffective, Article 22 of the Consti-
tution will be used.

“It states that ‘in a disaster or 
emergency situation, the King 
can declare a state of emergen-
cy upon the advice of the prime 
minister, president of the parlia-
ment, and president of the senate’.

“Therefore, upon following these 
procedures, I can request the King to 
issue a royal decree declaring a state 
of emergency,” Hun Sen said when 
addressing 422 voluntary medical 
personnel before they joined the 
Ministry of Health’s efforts to halt the 
spread of Covid-19 in the Kingdom.

He said he is considering call-
ing for a state of emergency to be 
declared partly because his ap-
peal not to increase to the price of 
face masks had been ineffective.

“This is our shortcoming because 
we did not imagine the possibility 
of declaring a state of emergency. 
If it is applied, civil right will be 
curtailed. Some countries ap-
plied this measure and used sol-
diers and police to enforce the law.

“But for us, we can talk, although I 
don’t deny the possibility of using Ar-
ticle 22 of the Constitution,” he said.

The prime minister warned 
that the measure should not 

be considered as persecution 
against the people, but instead 
as “a strict way to prevent death”. 

He said Thailand and India have al-
ready declared a state of emergency. 
Public gatherings, and keeping peo-
ple at home and many more restric-
tions would be studied by his legal 
team. It would be mass confinement 
allowed by the Constitution, he said.

“So, analysts should not claim that 
Hun Sen is manipulating Article 22 
to violate civil rights. Don’t use dou-
ble standards. When China closed 
Wuhan in Hubei province, you said 
China had put restrictions in place.

“But when Western countries im-
posed a lockdown, you said it is a 
measure to prevent disease. Don’t 
apply double standards,” he said.

Hun Sen also laid out additional 
measures in his campaign against 
Covid-19. He told the authorities to 
contain the import of the disease, and 
halt its spread within the Kingdom.

Cambodia, he said, will not 
evacuate its citizens and students 
from China, Korea, Asean coun-
tries, the US, and Europe. Bring-
ing them back under the current 
situation is risky as it will raise the 
possibility of importing Covid-19.

He said an urgent task now was 
to control Cambodian migrants 
who just returned from Thailand. 
He ordered local authorities in 
the Kingdom to visit their homes 
and tell them to self-quarantine.

Hun Sen also told all govern-

ment officials to cancel overseas 
missions and international meet-
ings in Cambodia. The Asia-Eu-
rope Meeting (Asem) scheduled 
for November could also be post-
poned if the situation does not 
improve, the prime minister said.

Another priority is to work with 
Thai authorities to safely and 
in an orderly manner, repatri-
ate Cambodian workers so they 
can be given medical check-up 
upon entry into the Kingdom.

“The Thai-Cambodian bor-
der authorities are responsible 
for this. Now we are looking for 
those who have already entered 
the Kingdom. But for those have 

not yet arrived, I assign this job 
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

“Last night, I give the job to four 
people. Samdech Krolahom Sar 
Kheng was told to put order in our 
provinces, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs was ordered to work with 
the Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
the Ministry of Labour was told to 
look into matters concerning work-
ers, and the Ministry of Health will 
continue to identify and suppress 
the spread of the disease,” he said.

The prime minister also or-
dered the relevant authorities 
to continue searching for those 
who had not been examined and 
to place them at a treatment fa-

cility or quarantine for 14 days.
“The people are who are to be 

searched for are those having con-
nection with patients. When they 
are found, they have to be isolated 
but not yet hospitalised before their 
test results are confirmed, he said.

Hun Sen reiterated the halt to 
public and religious gatherings, and 
the closure of entertainment ven-
ues such as KTVs and nightclubs, 
and museums, theatres and pub-
lic concerts. He said some officials 
had over implemented by closing 
noodle and rice shops, and cafés.

“But I want to make it clear that 
the government has no plan to 
close markets, restaurants, cafes, 
and especially factories. The gov-
ernment will still allow Khmer 
New Year celebrations but forbids 
mass gatherings. People should 
just enjoy it with their families.”

He also said no superstitious be-
liefs should be employed to eradi-
cate Covid-19. He called on the au-
thorities to promote good hygiene 
practises and for all factories and 
companies to pay due attention to 
the health of their staff and workers.

He said Cambodia has pre-
pared over 3,000 separate 
rooms to treat patients, he said.

“These messages come from the 
commander of the anti-Covid-19 cam-
paign who is giving the commands,” 
he said referring to himself. “This is 
the fierce combat and we are confi-
dent we will win against Covid-19.”

Donors give $9M to fight virus
Ry Sochan

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen an-
nounced that the government 
had received nearly $9 million 
from Cambodian donors for the 

fight against the Covid-19 pandemic. 
There are 96 who tested positive in the 
Kingdom as of Wednesday. 

Hun Sen made the announcement at 
a meeting with 422 volunteer doctors 
before they went on missions with the 
Ministry of Health to fight the disease.

“Until now, we have received nearly 
$9 million. I thank and express my 
gratitude to the King and the Queen 
Mother. And I thank the various donors 
for their contributions.

“This shows that the Khmer people love 
one another. We have the money for our 
citizens and [donors] have contributed it 
within only few days. We will continue to 
receive more donations as the disease is 
not under control yet,” he said.

Hun Sen said King Norodom Sihamo-
ni had donated $200,000, while Queen 
Mother Norodom Monineath Sihanouk 
contributed $ 100,000.

The government, he said, had not yet 
used the funds but once the coronavi-
rus is under control and the situation 
has gone back to normal, he aims to di-
vert any left over money to the Kantha 
Bopha Foundation.

“The Covid-19 disease has not yet end-
ed.  We have to keep and use it to fight 
against the disease,” he said.

At the event, he also mentioned Oknha 
Thai Sambath who offered his five-star 
hotel to serve as a treatment facility for 
Covid-19 patients free of charge. 

Hun Sen reiterated that all Covid-19 
positive people in Cambodia, including 
foreigners, can receive free treatment 
from Cambodian doctors because it is the 
obligation of the Kingdom as their hosts.

He said: “The Vietnamese Prime Min-
ister announced that foreign nationals 
who have contracted this disease must 
pay for their treatment. We are poor but 
we have a big heart.

“Anyone who contracts the disease in 
our land ... we will pay for their treat-

ment. They [foreigners] lack money to 
return to their homeland.  Their fami-
lies send them money.  If they don’t 
have money, they would be dead!

“We have to take care of them, and 
they don’t eat the food we do. We must 
provide them with bread, meat, cheese, 
and butter. We must feed them well. If 
we let them eat prahok [Cambodian 
fermented fish paste], they would prob-
ably die of starvation,” he said.

VN Express International on March 14 
quoted Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguy-
en Xuan Phuc as saying that foreigners in 
Vietnam had to pay for their treatment if 

they were Covid-19 positive. However, the 
test for the virus and quarantine is free.

On March 23, Germany gave 1.5 million 
EUR to support the government’s Covid-
19 Emergency Response Plan to prevent, 
detect and respond to the rapid spread 
of the coronavirus in the country.

The Ministry of Health confirmed 
that as of Wednesday Covid-19 patients 
had risen to 96. Of the number, six peo-
ple including a Chinese man, a British 
and four Cambodians from Kampong 
Cham, Tbong Khmum and Battam-
bang provinces had clinically recov-
ered from it.
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King Norodom Sihamoni has donated $200,000 to the Covid-19 response plan. Royal palace

The Viking Cruise Journey in which many of the Covid-19 passengers arrived. supplied

Chloramine B not 
virus disinfectant
Voun Dara

THE Ministry of Health will 
take legal action against Fa-
cebook user Eva Cambodia 
after the user advertised the 
sale of chloramine B as a dis-
infectant against the novel 
coronavirus.

The ministry said the chem-
ical compound was not reg-
istered or recognised by the 
ministry or any competent 
body as a disinfectant for the 
coronavirus.

On Tuesday, the ministry is-
sued a press release prohibiting 
advertisements of “chloram-
ine B that had no registration 
number or recognition from 
the Ministry of Health”.

It informed the public that 
the Facebook user was adver-
tising the sale of chloramine 
B and even claimed that it 
could be used as a disinfec-
tant against the coronavirus.

In compliance with the Law 
on Drug Control and amend-
ments to it, all medical prod-
ucts were to be registered at 
the ministry while imports 
of the same must also be ap-
proved by it.

The advertisement of qual-
ity medicine and products to 
prevent or treat diseases must 
also be approved by the min-
istry so that it can verify the 
claims in a scientific manner. 

“The ministry informs the 
public that chloramine B as 
advertised by Facebook user 
Eva Cambodia cannot be 
guaranteed in terms of quality 
and safety. No qualified body 
has recognised the chemical 
compound as a disinfectant 
for the coronavirus,” it said.

The ministry warned the 
Facebook user to immediate-

ly cease such advertisements 
and the import and distribu-
tion of the product without it 
being registered.

The ministry said: “We 
will collaborate with other 
competent bodies to take 
strict legal action against Fa-
cebook user Eva Cambodia 
who advertised the sales for 
chloramine B without a regis-
tration number and recogni-
tion from the ministry.”

On March 17, Eva Cambo-
dia whose his address #128, St 
430 in the Phnom Penh Tuol 
Tompoung commune on ad-
vertised the sale of chloram-
ine B on social media. The 
user said: “Chloramine B 
that is used to disinfect the 
coronavirus is worth $15,000 
per tonne.”

Ministry of Interior Anti-
Economic Crime Depart-
ment deputy director Long 
Sreng said on Wednesday 
that specialists are investi-
gating the Facebook user as 
the advertisement has mis-
led the people.  

“Facebook user Eva Cambo-
dia advertised that chloram-
ine B had disinfected the 
Covid-19 virus and this is 
misleading. We are investigat-
ing the case with care.

“We deployed three of four 
teams to monitor the case. Be-
sides this target, we also have 
other targets for counterfeit 
alcohol sellers,” he said.

Opportunists have been ex-
ploiting fears of Covid-19 to 
sell various products. In March, 
the Anti-Economic Crime De-
partment required Lim Huy to 
sign a contract agreeing to stop 
the illegal import and distribu-
tion of more than 4,000 litres 
of fake alcohol.

Hun Sen: ‘We are confident of winning fierce Covid-19 combat’
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Kim Sarom

ONE of two men convicted in 
a drug case insisted that the 
Supreme court on Wednesday 
reduce his sentence. The lower 
court had sentenced each of the 
two to 13 years in prison in con-
nection with trafficking in 198g 
of methamphetamine. 

Nguon Boramy, 37, also known 
as  monh, told the judge that he 
had another companion Sith 
Sethyary, 27.  Boramy said he ac-
cepted the charge against him 
but was not satisfied with the 
harsh sentence, causing him to 
file his appeal.

The accused Sith Sethyary was 
not present in court.

Boramy said: “From the lower 
court to the appeal court, I con-
fessed that I really trafficked in 
drugs and I ask the court to re-
duce my sentence.”

court records showed that on 
July 1, 2016, with the help of the 
Phnom Penh municipal court, 
police from the anti-drug De-
partment raided a location near 
Neakvoan Pagoda in Tuol Kork dis-
trict’s Boeung Kak II commune in 
Phnom Penh and arrested the two 
men. They also seized the meth-
amphetamine as court exhibits.

In police records, Boramy 
said: “a man named Pov tele-
phoned me to take drugs for 
him. Upon arriving at the pa-
goda, the police arrested me.”

In particular, according to court 
records, Sethyary said on July 1, 
2016, that a man named monh tele-
phoned to tell him that a customer 

had wanted to buy 2g of metham-
phetamine. he told monh to ac-
cept the order and take the drugs to 
Preah Trasak Paem Street in Phnom 
Penh where he was arrested.

The Phnom Penh municipal 
court handed down a verdict on 
January 6, 2017, and sentenced 
each to 15 years in prison for traf-
ficking drugs under article 40 of 
the Law on Drug control.

But they didn’t come to terms 
with the ruling and filed the ap-
peal. The appeal court handed 
down a verdict on July 10, 2018, 
and reduced their sentence 
from 15 to 13 years.

Boramy and Sethyary’s defence 
lawyer Yung Phanit concluded 
that though his clients admitted 
their mistakes, the Phnom Penh 
municipal court sentenced them 
incorrectly. Under paragraph 2 
of article 40, 198g drugs should 
have gotten them sentences of 
between five and 10 years.  The 
lower court’s ruling didn’t fit the 
amount of drugs involved.

“as a lawyer, I would like the court 
to consider reducing the sentences 
of my two clients,” Phanit said.

Prosecutor Ouk Kimsith con-
cluded that the facts showed that 
Boramy confessed his mistake at 
every juncture to the judicial po-
lice and the investigative judge. 

“Please the trial council, con-
sider the case in light of justice. 
The appeal court only reduced 
their sentences from 15 to 13 
years,” Phanit said.

Following the hearing, Judge 
Kim Sathavy said a verdict will be 
announced on april 8.

Drug convict pleading 
for sentence reduction

casino workers end protest
Long Kimmarita

P
rEah Sihanouk 
provincial Depart-
ment of Labour and 
Vocational Train-

ing director Yov Khemara 
said on Wednesday that 170 
workers at the hao cheng 
casino in village III, com-
mune IV, in Sihanoukville 
had accepted their salaries 
to end their protest. Some 
100 others decided to con-
tinue working.

The agreement was made 
on Wednesday after over 200 
workers at the casino pro-
tested outside of it on Tues-
day, after their employer ter-
minated their employment 
without giving them their 
salaries and compensation.

“Some 230 workers were in-
volved in the protest and 170 
of them received their salary 
in return for not protesting 
any further,” he said, add-
ing that the employer spent 
$29,710 in salary payments.

he said the casino did not 
pay the workers’ salaries as it 
was financially constrained 
when the government halt-
ed online gambling.

Furthermore, Khemara 
said not many people went 
to the casino as a road is un-
der construction in the area 
and people were afraid of 
catching the covid-19 dis-
ease. however, the casino 
has not announced closing 
the operation.

a worker, Naem Vy, told 

The Post that on Wednesday, 
the 170 received a salary be-
tween $200 and $300 each. 

he said: “No problem! they 
reached a good solution after 
we protested. We agreed to 
the solution. Some received 
the salary and continue to 
work without any protest.”

The casino employed near-
ly 300 workers on two shifts 
with more than 100 of them 
in each. The casino began 
operation in July last year.

another worker, San Sam 
Eng, said on Wednesday 
that they decided to protest 
after they could not bear the 
pressure from their employ-
er. The casino’s employer 
didn’t pay the salary after 
they were dismissed.

She said: “We cannot con-
tinue to work anymore de-
spite the salary being paid 
because the casino owner 
is not consistent with his 
treatment of the workers.

“When he feels good, all is 
fine and we work as usual. 
But when he feels bad, he 
arbitrarily wants to stop ev-
eryone from working.  he 
also deducts money from 
me for no reason.

“Following the protest, 
Khmer and chinese ca-
sino representatives came 
forward to clarify the mat-
ter   and claimed they will 
pay the workers within two 
days, and they did.”

The agreement was made on Wednesday after over 200 workers at the casino protested after the  
employer terminated their employment without giving them their salaries and compensation. supplied

Ex-monk held for stabbing 
mondulkiri man to death 
Soth Koemsoeun

mONDULKIrI provincial 
police are questioning a former 
monk for stabbing another to 
death after a verbal dispute at 
a pagoda in Pou chrei com-
mune, Pech chreada district, 
on Tuesday.

Provincial police chief Lor 
Sokha said on Wednesday that 
police will send him to court 
on Thursday.

“The former monk would be 
jailed for at least 10 to 20 years 
because it is a murder case. We 
charged him with premeditated 
murder, but we don’t know how 
the court will see it,” he said.

Pech chreada district police 
sent the former monk to the 
mondulkiri provincial police 

station to be processed. 
District police chief Tak Yen 

said before the attack, the vic-
tim, 24-year-old Thlang Vuth, 
had been joking with the sus-
pect. The tone changed when 
Vuth told the suspect that it 
looked as though he was using 
drugs. a fight ensued, leaving 
Vuth dead. Both men are from 
Kampong cham province.

“my specialists have already 
questioned and tested the 
suspect. he is not a drug 
addict,” Yen said.

Pou chrei commune police 
chief Yan Sani said Yuth died 
on the way to the mondulkiri 
referral hospital from knife 
wounds to the stomach, chest, 
and armpit.

a 24-year-old monk who 

stays at the pagoda and asked 
to remain anonymous, said on 
monday that Yuth and the sus-
pect were joking with each 
other, but Yuth said the suspect 
looked like a drug addict, he got 
furious and spoke loudly.

he said he heard a scream 
for help at 9am on Tuesday 
and was shocked to see Yuth 
on the ground, covered in 
blood. he was then rushed to 
the provincial hospital.

“after that, the authorities 
and the mondulkiri chief monk 
came to investigate. The pro-
vincial chief monk defrocked 
the offending monk and hand-
ed him to the authorities.  I was 
nearby too while they were 
talking loudly, but I did not 
dare to stop them,” he said. 

Mondulkiri provincial police chief Lor Sokha said police will send him to court on Thursday. police
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Wing (Cambodia) 
Limited Specialised 
Bank wants to do its 
part to fight the crisis 

and support its customers during 
the spread of Covid-19. Wing is 
now offering free Wing to Wing 
fund transfer to all its customers in 
Cambodia through the Wing Money 
App to help them to send money to 
their loved ones from the comfort of 
their home. 

“The health and safety of the 
community is our top priority,” said 
Manu Rajan, CEO of Wing. 

“As the Covid-19 situation evolves, 
so will our response, both in assisting 
our professional agents as well as 
supporting our customers nationwide. 
We have taken various measures and 
implemented policies to ensure com-
munities are safe, and this free Wing 
to Wing fund transfer is just one way 
we’re doing that.

“We hope this free service helps 
the millions of Wing customers trans-
fer money to their loved ones during 
this crisis,” Manu added.

The national Bank of Cambodia 
recently encouraged government 
offices, microfinance institutions and 
the public to use electronic services 
for transactions and clearances when 
possible.

According to the World Health 
Organization, there are some basic 
precautions that people can use to 
protect themselves from Covid-19.  
These include washing hands with 
soap, covering one’s mouth and nose 
when coughing or sneezing, avoiding 
touching the face and maintaining 

a distance at least one meter from 
others.

Manu has advised everyone to be 
vigilant with their health, “Please 
visit the nearest health center im-

mediately if you experience any 
symptoms of Covit-19 in order to 
protect yourselves and your families 
from this illness.” 

The Wing Money App can help 

with this by avoiding physical 
handovers of money. The electronic 
fund transfer does not require close 
contact with other people or paper 
money, which can potentially carry 
the virus. Besides the health benefits 
of digital payment, the Wing app can 
also provide greater convenience to 
people who can now purchase goods 
and services with a few swipes of a 
finger. 

Simply by using the Wing Money 
App on their smartphone, people 
across Cambodia can make instant 
digital payments for many things. 
That includes such essentials as 
utility payments, phone top-up and 
payment to merchants, ranging from 
delivery services to conveniences. 

With the support of more than five  
million users, Wing has grown to be 
one of the most trusted and recog-
nized brands in Cambodian mobile 

money and electronic payment ser-
vices. Wing has partnered with over 
40,000 merchants, from the humble 
vendors operating market stalls in 
remote areas to the modern shopping 
centers in the capital of Phnom Penh. 
Wing has also collaborated with 
industry leaders such as Mastercard, 
Western Union, Moneygram, WeChat 
and Alipay to ease online shopping 
from any e-commerce platform.

“Wing is proud to support the 
financial goals of Cambodians of all 
walks of life. no matter what chal-
lenges the world throws at us, we’re 
stronger when we work together,” 
said Manu.

Even in the most remote villages, 
people in need of physical cash can 
still make withdrawals thanks to the 
omnipresent network of over 7,500 
Wing Cash express agents nation-
wide. 

Wing offers free money transfer to support 
customers during the spread of Covid-19 
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Long Kimmarita

T
hE apsara National authori-
ty (aNa) has uncovered rem-
nants of an old French-style 
building while excavating 

the area around the Lo Lai temple in 
Prasat Bakong commune, Prasat Ba-
kong district, in Siem reap province.

aNa expert Ea Darith said that the 
excavation had been underway for 
one week, and they had just start-
ed digging holes and studying the 
temple’s surrounding environment 
when they came across the French 
ruins. Darith said for work to con-
tinue, the old remnants had to be 
excavated.

“This is an obstacle because the 
old French structure was built in the 
same place as the temple, which re-
quires us to first remove the old con-
crete on the top of the land, so we 
can study our findings,” he said.

according to a Facebook post by 
aNa on monday, the excavations 
began in mid-march.

“The Lo Lai temple, built by Ya-
sovarman I in the late 9th century, 
was built to honour Lord Shiva,” the 
aNa said.

 Over the centuries, climate factors 
ravaged the temple, rendering it a shell 
of its former self. The aim of the project 
is to restore the temple to as close to its 
original structure as possible.

Tho Thon, an archaeologist at the 
Department of conservation in ang-
kor archeological Park, said experts 
must excavate areas to put together 
a picture of how the temple actually 
looked when it was first built. Thon 
said the excavation period would 
last until april.  

“We are remodelling the temple 
to raise its value. The excavation is 
looking for structures which could 
help show how exactly it was ori-
ented. Once we learn that, we can 
continue,” he said. 

Darith said excavators have iden-
tified the walls surrounding the 
temple, its flooring and the fence 
around it.

As he is a repeat offender Sa Va could face between one and five years imprisonment 
and fined from 15-150 million riel. supplied

repeat offender held 
for trapping wildlife
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

ThE mondulkiri Provincial court on 
Wednesday ordered police to tem-
porarily detain a man at the provin-
cial prison after he was charged with 
setting a trap to catch wildlife at the 
Sre Pok Wildlife Sanctuary, said pro-
vincial Department of Environment 
director Keo Sopheak.

Sopheak said Sa Va, 31, who lives 
in Nang Khylek commune, in Koh 
Nhek district, mondulkiri, was ar-
rested by forest rangers from the 
sanctuary, located in Trapang Kor 
Koh, as he set 35 traps at the O’Lvea 
area within it on march 21. 

Forest rangers confiscated some 
evidence including a machete, a 
hoe, and a motorbike without a 
plate number. They are being kept 
as evidence at the department. as 
for the traps, the rangers collected 
and burnt them on the spot so that 
they could not be used again.

after questioning, Sopheak said 
the rangers prepared the case and 
accused Va of destroying third-grade 
natural resources. 

Va was sent to the provincial court 
for further action on Wednesday and 
was charged the same day with trap-
ping wild animals under articles 61 
and 56 of the Law on Environmen-
tal Protection and Natural resource 
management. he was put in pre-tri-
al detention pending his hearing.

“Va was previously sentenced to 
two months in prison by the provin-
cial court for a similar offence, but he 
still repeated the crime. as he is a re-
peat offender, if found guilty, he could 
be sentenced to between one and five 
years imprisonment and fined from 
15-150 million riel,” Sopheak said. 

Over the past three months, for-
est rangers and mondulkiri Depart-
ment of Environment officers have 
arrested 30 suspects and sent them 
to court for further action.

ANA uncovered an old French-style 
building while excavating the area 
around the Lo Lai templee. ApsArA 
nAtionAl Authority

aNa finds temple remains
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rangers seize animals, goods 
Soth Koemsoeun 

F
OrEST rangers from 
the ministry of En-
vironment and Wild-
life alliance which 

patrolled the forest along the 
cardamom mountain range 
have seized a massive haul 
of illegally procured animals 
and goods, as well as a long 
list of equipment used in the 
operation.

In the incident that hap-
pened last week, two men 
found at the scene were ap-
prehended.

The contents of the raid 
were listed in a report issued 
by the ministry on Wednesday 
and included 73 cubic meters 
of timber, 36 birds, five tor-
toises, four motorcycles, a 
minivan, two bird-catching 
nets, 10 snares, fish shock-
ing equipment, three trac-
tors, seven ox-drawn carts, 
three homemade rifles, three 
tonnes of coal, a homemade 
truck, and 2.5kg of deer meat.

The rangers also had to ex-
tinguish a fire. as they contin-
ued patrolling the area, they 
found illegal camps and 12 
houses under-construction.

The report said despite the 
covid-19 outbreak, the rang-
ers continued their battle 
against illicit timber logging 
and animal hunting to pro-
tect the cardamom moun-
tains, which is the largest 
rainforest in Southeast asia.

Pursat province’s Phnom 
Kravanh district military 

Police commander chan 
Sokha said on Wednesday 
that his forces joined the for-
est rangers in the raid, even 
though they did not request 
for assistance.

Pursat wildlife protection 
representative Kuch Veng 
said on Wednesday that il-
legal logging of forests was 
common. he said the use of 
homemade trucks to trans-

port stolen goods have be-
come popular with illegal 
loggers.

Veng said they log at night 
because, during the day, rang-
ers and community members 
patrolled the forest.

The government issued a 
sub-decree establishing the 
Southern cardamom moun-
tains since may 2016. It cov-
ers 410,392ha in Koh Kong, 

Pursat, Kampong Speu and 
Preah Sihanouk provinces. 

The sub-decree required 
the ministry of Environment 
to collaborate with relevant 
partners, the provincial ad-
ministrations and local au-
thorities to ensure that the 
environment is protected, 
biodiversity conserved and 
natural resources used in a 
sustainable manner.

Homemade trucks to transport stolen goods are popular with illegal loggers. wildlife alliance

Kim Sarom

ThE Phnom Penh municipal 
court charged a Singaporean 
man, 71, and a cambodian 
woman, 32, on Wednesday af-
ter a drug raid which saw the 
seizure of 1kg of methamphet-
amine. The two were arrested 
on march 21 at Tonle Bassac 
commune, in the capital’s 
Boeung Keng Kang district.

On Wednesday, anti-Drug 
Department deputy chief In 
Song identified the suspects 
as Kee Beng hwa and Kh-
ieu Srey Touch. They were 
charged under article 40 of 
the Law on Drug control after 
being questioned by the pros-
ecutor and a judge.

“Immediately after being 
charged, they were put in 
pre-trial detention. If found 
guilty, they could face life 
sentences,” Song said.

he said at 9:30pm on march 

21, officers from the department 
raided a rented room near Koh 
Pich, in Tonle Bassac commune 
under the authority of Phnom 
Penh municipal court deputy 
prosecutor, Kuch Kimlong.

he said police also seized 
159.08g of dry marijuana and a 
set of drug-making equipment 
in the raid. The drugs were to be 
used locally. Police are working 
to search for their accomplices. 

Kimlong could not be 
reached for further comment.

however, it is learnt that from 
January 1 to December 31, last 
year, 9,806 cases of drugs were 
cracked down, 20,490 suspects 
arrested and 750.7kg of drugs 
were seized apart from other 
related materials. 

a National Police report on 
Wednesday said 42 suspects 
including three women were 
arrested for involvement in 
20 drug cases throughout the 
Kingdom on march 24.

Two held, 1kg meth 
seized in police raid

The two accused pose with police. They have been charged with 
trafficking in drugs. police
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4,066 1.433 7.1068 111.48 4.3945 1.4458  32.86 0.6060 1.0824 1.1888

May Kunmakara

ON TUESDaY, the government ap-
proved hK Burltex manufactory co 
Ltd to build a factory to produce 
bags and facemasks.

The company received an invest-
ment of $3.1 million and will build 
its factory in Vattanak Industrial 
Zone II along National road 3 on the 
outskirts of Phnom Penh. It is ex-
pected to offer 915 jobs to the city.

cambodia chamber of commerce 
vice-president Lim heng welcomed 
the new investment while the world 
is facing a shortage of medical sup-
plies, especially facemasks, in light 
of the covid-19 pandemic. 

“But the investment doesn’t aim 
to take advantage of the outbreak. 
They had applied a few months ago 
and I think it will take months for 
the construction of the factory to be 
completed.

“however, it’s positive that it will 
be able to produce more medical 
supplies to help support the domes-
tic and global efforts against covid-
19,” he said. 

Prime minister hun Sen said on 
Wednesday that he threatened to 
shut down any pharmacy that raised 
the price of facemasks above market 
value during the ongoing pandemic.

“I am conducting a study on face-
masks on the market now. If you con-
tinue to hike the price, we will seize and 
even shut down the pharmacy for life.

“[You should] drop the price be-
cause the government has not been 
using the iron fist,” he said, adding 
that people can contact him on Fa-
cebook if they see price increases.

heng said he supported the prime 
minister’s initiative as the people 
are being forced to buy facemasks 
regardless of their price.

New factory  
to produce 
bags, masks

Borders still open to trade, Pm says

cambodia-Indonesia trade rise to record high in 2019

May Kunmakara

O
N Wednesday, Prime minis-
ter hun Sen said cambodia 
remains open to cross-bor-
der trade with neighbouring 

countries, but the borders will remain 
closed to citizens and travelers. 

his comments aim to calm public 
fears that the cost of consumer goods 
will rise after all borders with Vietnam, 
Thailand and Laos closed late last 
week to combat the spread of covid-
19. But the border closures only apply 
to people, not to goods trading.

“Yesterday [Tuesday], we got around 

$2 million in revenue from customs at 
the Poipet International Border with 
Thailand in Banteay meanchey.

“at the same time, we will collect 
the revenue from customs taxes at 
the border gates with Vietnam and 
Laos because we’re still exchanging 
goods,” said hun Sen.  

an official with the Vietnamese 
Embassy in cambodia confirmed 
that the two countries continue to 
ship goods across their border.

“Trade activities are still happening 
as usual. Vietnamese officials will work 
with their cambodian counterparts to 
ensure that it’s being done well.

“I think that a decrease in bilateral 
trade volume cannot be avoided 
because this pandemic negatively 
impacts all economies in the world, 
not just Vietnam and cambodia.

“The Vietnamese already have 
plans to increase trade after the 
pandemic ends. So, please believe 
that our economic cooperation will 
recover soon,” said the official.

Battambang provincial Depart-
ment of commerce head, Kim 
huort, told The Post on monday 
that closing the border checkpoints 
now would have little impact for 
farmers in the province as their 

harvests are nearing completion.
at the same time, he said, the news 

of the closure of some border check-
point has caused farmers to delay 
their harvest.

“I don’t think there is a problem 
for cambodian agricultural prod-
ucts to be exported to Thailand, but 
what matters is that the import of 
products from Thailand to cambo-
dia can be costly,” he said.

cambodia and Thailand agreed 
to increase cross-border trade to 
$15 billion by the end of the year 
while Vietnam and cambodia have 
pledged to reach $5 billion.

Thou Vireak 

BILaTEraL trade between 
cambodia and Indonesia 
jumped 46 per cent to a record 
high of more than $792 million 
last year, from $543 million in 
2018, the ministry of com-
merce said.

It said data showed that 
cambodia exported four per 
cent more last year or $22.3 
million worth of goods, while 
imports rose to $770 million, 
an increase of 47 per cent.

Trade activity has been on 
the rise between the two coun-
tries since September 2017.

cambodian ambassador 
to Indonesia hor Nambora 
told Eurasia review on Sun-
day that Indonesian investors 
are excited about cambodia’s 
fast-growing economy and 
potential.

“We have around $350 mil-
lion in Indonesian investments 
in cambodia. I want to invite 

more Indonesian investors to 
cambodia,” Nambora said.

The biggest breakthrough 
came last year when Indone-
sia’s low-cost carrier citilink 
launched a direct flight between 
Jakarta and Phnom Penh.

“It was the greatest gift to 
mark the 60 years of friendly 
relations between Indonesia 
and cambodia. air connectiv-
ity is vital to boost economic 
ties and people-to-people 
contacts,” said Nambora.

cambodia rice Federation 
secretary-general Lon Yeng 
told The Post that although 
the two countries signed a 
memorandum of Under-
standing (moU) on exporting 
cambodian rice last year, so 
far, the Kingdom has not ex-
ported any as Indonesia has 
not placed orders.

“Since the moU was signed, 
we haven’t received any orders 
because price negotiations are 
still ongoing,” he said.

Workers transporting goods close to the Cambodia-Thailand border. post staff

Trade between Cambodia and Indonesia increased by 46 per cent in 2019. hong menea
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a
S if presiding over 
the threatened de-
struction of the US 
economy by the 

coronavirus pandemic is not 
enough, President Donald 
Trump is watching another fi-
nancial drama: the Trump Or-
ganization hotel, golf course 
and real estate business that 
made him a billionaire.

his five-star US and canada 
hotels with more than 2,200 
rooms are mostly empty, his 
golf courses in the United 
States, Scotland and Ireland 
are under pressure to close, 
and his cherished “Southern 
White house” – the beach-
front mar-a-Lago club in Palm 
Beach, Florida is shuttered.

Like other hotels around the 
country, Trump’s have been 
forced to lay off most workers 
and face the fact that the $435 
million in revenues that the 
Trump Organization reported 
in 2018 is likely to plummet 
this year.

how severe that would be 
to a family-controlled busi-
ness notoriously untranspar-
ent about its finances is un-
known.

and it has raised questions 
over whether Trump’s con-
cerns about his own compa-

ny are shaping his response 
to the crisis: whether part of 
the giant $2 trillion economic 
rescue plan in congress will 
be used to prop up his hotel 
and resort businesses, and 
whether his push for a quick 
end to the coronavirus lock-
down is to save the company.

“Our country – it’s not built 
to shut down,” Trump said 
Tuesday, calling for an end 
to restrictions by the second 
week of april. “You can destroy 
a country this way by closing it 
down.”

‘It’s hurting me’
Neither Trump nor his sons 

who oversee the company 
have detailed the financial 
damage they face. 

But it is clear: the nameplate 
hotels in New York, Washing-
ton, chicago, Las Vegas, Van-
couver and hawaii are virtu-
ally empty.

Likewise, his golf resorts 
are being ordered to lock up, 
even in remote Scotland. On 
monday the Scottish Golf or-
ganization said it anticipates a 
shutdown order and urged “all 
golfers in Scotland refrain from 
golfing until further notice.”

“It’s hurting me and it’s 
hurting hilton and it’s hurting 

all of the great hotel chains all 
over the world,” Trump said 
Saturday.

Yet the Trump Organization, 
for vanity or other reasons, in-
sists on keeping them open.

“The hotel is open, the res-
taurants are closed, the spa is 
closed, the pool is closed,” a 
receptionist at the Trump In-
ternational hotel & Tower on 
central Park in New York told 
aFP, not giving her name.

“There’s a Whole Foods 
across the street. We can get 
something for you and bring it 
to your room,” she suggested.

John Boardman, head of 
the Washington branch of 
the Unite here labor union, 
said the Trump International 
in Washington was still oper-
ating despite sweeping staff 
layoffs.

“It doesn’t make sense for 
them to stay open. The hotel 
has like three percent occu-
pancy,” said Boardman.

“he may not be shutting it 
down just to be able to say 
they are still operating.”

Profiteering allegations
Since entering office, Trump 

has fended off pressure and 
lawsuits that alleged he was 
profiting from his properties 

while president. 
Business executives, dip-

lomats and middle Eastern 
kings seeking his favor stayed 
at his hotels, especially the 
Trump International just 
blocks from the White house.

The Washington Post has re-
ported on the huge amounts 
Saudis have paid to book up 
Trump hotel wings, and the 
high rates he charges his own 
Secret Service contingent when 
he travels to his own properties, 
including tens of thousands of 
dollars for golf carts.

Several lawsuits have ac-
cused him of profiteering from 
his office – against the US 
constitution’s “emoluments” 

clause – but none have stuck.

‘It’s one of those things’
But now much of that is moot, 

with the spread of cOVID-19 
forcing the country’s hotel in-
dustry into crisis. Last week the 
industry, which provides jobs 
for some eight million people, 
asked the White house for $150 
billion in support.

many are now wondering 
whether part of the bailout -- a 
proposed $500 billion discre-
tionary fund to support busi-
nesses that will be run by the 
US Treasury without public 
reporting – will be deployed to 
aid Trump’s hotels along with 
the rest of the industry.

“Now more than ever, it 
is crucial that the american 
people know that the presi-
dent is acting in the public’s 
best interest and not for his 
own personal financial gain,” 
Elizabeth Wydra, president of 
the constitutional account-
ability center, said.

asked Saturday if he would 
benefit from a bailout, Trump 
replied: “I don’t know.”

“I just don’t know what the 
government assistance would 
be for what I have. I have ho-
tels. Everybody knew I had 
hotels when I got elected. They 
knew I was a successful person 
when I got elected. So it’s one 
of those things,” he said.  afp

as the ecnomy sinks, 
Trump’s businesses 
struggle to stay afloat

Like other hotels around the country, Trump’s have been forced to lay off most workers. afp

BILLIONS in economic aid 
announced last week by 
Prime minister Justin Trudeau 
to help canadians deal with 
the coronavirus pandemic hit 
a snag Tuesday when opposi-
tion parties rejected giving his 
minority government unprec-
edented spending powers.

Thirty-two members of Par-
liament, proportionally rep-
resenting each party instead 
of the full 338, gathered in Ot-
tawa for a vote on the emer-
gency measures.

But opposition conserva-
tives balked at additional 
provisions giving Trudeau’s 
Liberals unlimited borrowing 
and spending powers for 21 
months without oversight.

Parliament had been sus-
pended from march 13 
through april 20, but recon-
vened only to approve the 
cash injection to help indi-
viduals and businesses.

at a news conference, 
conservative leader andrew 
Scheer said his party supports 
the can$82 billion (US$57 
billion) in aid to help canadi-
ans through this pandemic – 
including nearly one million 
who have been laid off follow-
ing temporary closure orders 
given to many businesses.

But he said he can’t back a 
Liberal “power grab.”

“We will authorize whatever 

spending measures are justified 
to respond to the situation but 
we will not sign a blank cheque,” 
he said in a statement.

Trudeau said the controver-
sial clause in the bill would be 
nixed, but continued to press 
for capabilities to respond 
quickly to new developments 
in the spread of the virus.

Backing from the Bloc 
Quebecois assures the gov-
ernment bill’s passage. But 
getting the cash quickly to 
canadians – by early april – 
required unanimous support.

“This pandemic is moving 
extremely quickly and it is an 
exceptional situation that re-
quires extreme flexibility and 
rapidity of response by govern-
ments to be able to help cana-
dians and react to a situation 
we’ve seen is moving quickly 
every single day,” Trudeau said 
at his daily briefing.

closed-door negotiations 
ensued late into the evening, 
but by 0230 GmT Wednesday 
there was still no deal to get 
the aid package out the door.

The measures included 
can$27 billion in direct sup-
port for families and busi-
nesses and can$55 billion in 
tax deferrals.

canada has almost 2,800 cas-
es of the covid-19 illness and 27 
deaths, according to a tally by 
Johns hopkins University. afp

canada’s aid 
package to fight 
virus delayed



H
UNDREDS of lux-
ury apartments 
overlooking To-
kyo Bay that were 

due to be converted from the 
Athletes’ Village have already 
been sold – just one of the 
many headaches caused by 
the historic postponement of 
the Tokyo Olympics.

Touted by developers as a 
“flagship neighbourhood for 
urban lifestyles”, the build-
ings housing the 11,000 com-
petitors were to be hastily 
repurposed into more than 
4,000 condos with stunning 
city views, some carrying a 
price tag of 170 million yen 
($1.5 million).

The decision to postpone 
the Games by up to a year 
has pitched buyers into un-
certainty, according to Zoe 
Ward, director of Tokyo Prop-
erty Central, with close to 900 
units already snapped up.

“Even if it’s not a financial 
hit, it’s going to be a big in-
convenience to them,” Ward 
said.

She added that buyers would 
now be scouring the small 
print of their contracts to see 
if they can pull out without 
losing their deposits – usually 
around five per cent.

“The wording they put in 
the contract is pretty vague, it 
normally says natural disas-
ters or anything outside the 
sellers’ control so it might fall 
under that category,” said the 
property expert.

One buyer, a man in his 30s, 
had been planning to move 
into the development in 
March 2023 with his wife and 
children and said there were 
“many, many scenarios” that 
could now arise.

However, he was relatively 
zen about the delay given the 
unprecedented coronavirus 
situation.

“I’m not so stupid as to see 

the coronavirus effect as be-
ing a problem on the same 
level as a construction defect. 
I would say it can’t be helped. 
I’m sure the selling side is fac-
ing a hard time,” said the man, 
who declined to be named.

‘Double whammy’
Tomohiro Makino, CEO of 

consulting firm Oraga Research 
and an expert on Japanese real 

estate, said developers faced a 
“double whammy” of a falling 
market generally and image 
problems with the Olympic 
Village project.

“There is a concern prices 
could drop. If excitement 
and anticipation [about the 
Olympics] fades away, the 
situation will be severe for the 
selling side. For now, cancel-
lations are a critical problem 

for them,” said Makino.
One of the biggest draws – 

being part of the Olympic leg-
acy – could now be tarnished, 
he added.

He said developers should 
have legal cover from a force 
majeure clause but given the 
high profile of the project, 
they may be inclined to show 
flexibility – especially as only 
a quarter of the units have 
been put up for sale.

“The selling side has been 
forced into making a tough 
decision,” he said.

Sellers had marketed the de-
velopment, which comprises 
23 tower blocks capable of 
housing up to 12,000 people, 
as “the city complex where 
everything begins” with views 
of the ocean, Tokyo Tower 
and the metropolis’ glittering 
skyline.

The 18ha plot would also 
feature schools, a playground, 
swimming pool and gym. 
As the apartments are reno-
vated from elite athletes’ ac-
commodation, they are also 
slightly bigger than average 
Tokyo flats, which tend to be 
on the small side.

“Looking from the sky, the 
new neighbourhood ap-
pears like a large flag right 
in the middle of Tokyo. It has 
limitless potential as a new 
flagship model for urban 
lifestyles,” according to the 
promotional material.

The development is a joint-
venture bringing together 11 

of Japan’s top real estate firms.
A spokeswoman for one of 

the firms, Mitsui Fudosan 
Co, said: “We are hurriedly 
assessing the impact of the 
postponement of the Olym-
pics with companies and 
officials involved in the proj-
ect.”

The sale of the second batch 
of units has been delayed 
from March to June or later, 
said another official at the 
company, insisting this was 
“due to the effect of the new 
coronavirus. It’s nothing to 
do with a possible postpone-
ment of the Olympics”. 

Ward said that while un-
certainty hung over both 
buyers and developers, the 
situation was better than the 
limbo they faced before the 
International Olympic Com-
mittee and Japan’s unprec-
edented decision.

“Once the government 
gets a clear schedule (for the 
Games to go ahead), then the 
project will start doing active 
sales again. Up until [the night 
before the decision], I think it 
was worse for buyers because 
no one knew what they were 
doing,” she said.

“I feel like it’s good news 
because a cancellation would 
be far worse for everyone’s at-
titude and general feeling. I 
think an extension is the best 
thing we could have. Going 
through with it would be ter-
rible and cancelling it would 
be worse.”
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Olympic delay spells limbo on Athletes’ Village

The decision to postpone the Games by up to a year has pitched buyers into uncertainty. afp

ETHIOPIAN Prime Minis-
ter Abiy Ahmed on Tuesday 
urged G20 leaders to help Af-
rica cope with the coronavirus 
crisis by facilitating debt relief 
and providing $150 billion in 
emergency funding.

The pandemic “poses an 
existential threat to the econ-
omies of African countries,” 
Abiy’s office said in a state-
ment, adding that Ethiopia 
was “working closely with 
other African countries” in 
preparing the aid request.

The heavy debt burdens of 
many African countries leave 
them ill-equipped to respond 
to pandemic-related eco-
nomic shocks, as the cost of 
servicing debt exceeds many 
countries’ health budgets, the 
statement said. 

“Just as the virus knows no 
borders, our responses should 
also know no borders,” it said.

Saudi Arabia, which cur-
rently presides over the G20, 
last week called for a “virtual” 
summit to coordinate an in-
ternational response to the 
coronavirus crisis.

French President Emman-
uel Macron’s office said on 
Monday that he had spoken 
by telephone with Chinese 
counterpart Xi Jinping and 
that the two leaders agreed on 
the need for emergency talks.

After lagging behind the 
global curve for coronavirus 
infections and deaths, Africa 
has seen a rise in cases in re-
cent days.

As of Monday night, there 

were 1,654 reported cases 
across 43 African countries re-
sulting in 52 deaths, according 
to the Africa Centres for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention. 

African economies will also 
be vulnerable in the face of “a 
dramatic decline in exports, 
disruption of global chains, 
and the sudden drying up of 
travel and tourism”, Abiy said.

The proposed $150-billion 
aid package could include bud-
getary support from the World 
Bank and crisis financing from 
the International Monetary 
Fund, the statement said. 

To alleviate African debt 
burdens, Abiy proposed that 
interest payments on govern-
ment loans “should be writ-
ten off” and that “part of the 
debt of low-income countries 
should be written off.” 

The IMF reported last year 
that seven African countries 
were in debt distress and that 
nine, including Ethiopia, were 
“at high risk of debt distress.” 

Abiy’s proposal comes a day 
after African finance ministers 
called for $100 billion in “im-
mediate emergency economic 
stimulus” including the waiver 
of debt interest payments. 

Without a coordinated aid 
effort for the continent, the 
coronavirus “will have major 
and adverse implications on 
African economies and the 
society at large,” according to 
a statement from the UN Eco-
nomic Commission for Af-
rica, which is headquartered 
in Addis Ababa. afp

Ethiopia seeking 
African virus aid
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aSIaN equities soared again 
Wednesday after US lawmak-
ers finally agreed a mammoth 
stimulus package to support 
the world’s biggest economy 
against the impact of the cor-
onavirus pandemic.

While the deadly disease con-
tinues to spread, traders have a 
rare semblance of optimism 
after weeks of carnage across 
global markets, with eyes fixed 
on Washington where lawmak-
ers in the early hours thrashed 
out an emergency bill worth as 
much as $2 trillion – around 10 
per cent of US gross domestic 
product.

“at last, we have a deal,” 
Senate majority Leader mitch 
mcconnell said, calling it a 
“wartime level of investment 
into our nation”.

“We have a bipartisan 
agreement on the largest res-
cue package in american his-
tory,” top Senate Democrat 
chuck Schumer said shortly 
after mcconnell spoke.

“So many people are being 
put out of work through no fault 
of their own. They don’t know 
what their future is going to be 
like, how are they going to pay 
the bills,” Schumer said. “Well, 
we come to their rescue.”

The measure will put cash di-
rectly into the hands of ameri-
cans, provides grants to small 
businesses and hundreds of 
billions of dollars in loans for 
corporations including embat-
tled airlines, while expanding 
unemployment benefits.

The prospect of a massive 
spending splurge, combined 
with the Federal reserve’s 
pledge to essentially print as 
much cash is needed, sent Wall 
Street into overdrive Tuesday, 
with the Dow seeing its big-
gest rise since 1933, while the 
S&P 500 enjoyed its best day in 
more than a decade.

and the gains spread into 
asia, which rallied for a sec-
ond straight day, with ex-
tra impetus later in the day 
coming from the news out of 
Washington.

Tokyo ended eight percent 
higher, with investors there 
also relieved that the 2020 
Olympics had been post-
poned rather than cancelled.

hong Kong and Singapore 
put on more than three per-
cent and Shanghai was up 
more than two percent, Sydney 
and manila rallied more than 
five percent and Seoul piled on 
more than four percent.

Taipei added almost four 
percent, while mumbai, 
Bangkok and Wellington were 
also well up.

adding to the more upbeat 
mood was the G7’s promise 
to do “whatever is necessary”.

The unprecedented moves 
are part of a worldwide re-
sponse to the rapid financial 
shock caused by the cOVID-
19 outbreak, which has 
locked down countries in-
cluding the US and brought 
the global economy to a jud-
dering halt. afp

asia equities rally 
after US stimulus

Virus revives talk of ‘universal basic income’
T

hE scoffed-at idea of paying 
everyone a basic income as 
machines take people’s jobs 
is getting a fresh look as a 

possible remedy for economies cra-
tered by the coronavirus pandemic.

Lambasted until recently as too 
costly or too “socialist”, paying peo-
ple for simply being alive and trust-
ing they will be productive has new 
support as jobs vanish.

The US’ massive recovery pack-
age to offset the tremendous hit to 
the economy would move a step 
closer toward idea of a “universal 
basic income.”

aspiring Democratic presidential 
candidate andrew Yang argued for 
it on the campaign trail, even as his 
opponents and economic pundits 
shot down the idea as idealistic and 
impossible to finance.

Now, with the US economy crip-
pled as people hunker down at 
home, the likes of conservative re-
publican Senator mitt romney are 
raising the idea.

Peace of mind
UBI has been tested in the north-

ern california city of Stockton for 
about a year, with 125 residents in 
a community considered economi-
cally disadvantaged getting monthly 
payments of $500 each to see wheth-
er it helps alleviate poverty.

Stockton is in a part of the state where 
agriculture dominates, and the city was 
so devastated by the 2008 financial cri-
sis that it declared bankruptcy.

Preliminary results indicate people 
in the UBI experiment spend about 
40 percent of the money on food.

Single mom Lorrine Paradela was 
able to cut back from two jobs to 

working just one, and manage unex-
pected expenses such as car trouble.

“It’s a huge help,” Paradela said of 
the UBI program.

“This money gave me a little peace 
of mind.”

She recalled getting home after 
working two jobs with her mind rac-
ing, bills to pay, and relentless pres-
sure to earn more money.

“Sometimes, I would shop for 
food but only for my children, not 
for me,” Paradela recounted.

The UBI program in Stockton is 

showing that a small boost in income 
can make a tremendous difference to 
people on tight budgets, according to 
mayor michael Tubbs.

“I think, over the long run, we’ll see 
good in terms of people living longer; 
living happier, less sick, more pro-
ductive and more able to do all the 
things you need for society to thrive,” 
Tubbs said.

The UBI program in Stockton is 
backed by an Economic Security 
Program created by Facebook co-
founder chris hughes.

Ideas floated by the project in-
clude rebuilding the middle-class 
by providing allowances to augment 
incomes of people US households 
earning less than $50,000 annually.

People vs machines
The cost of living in california is 

so daunting that workers can’t live 
on pay of $1,000 monthly, contend-
ed Steve Smith, a spokesman for a 
federation of unions.

One in three american workers are 
at risk of losing their jobs to technol-

ogy in the coming 12 years, Yang has 
argued.

“To avoid an unprecedented cri-
sis, we’re going to have to find a 
new solution, unlike anything we’ve 
done before,” Yang reasoned while 
campaigning.

his remedy started with a “no 
strings attached” UBI for all ameri-
can adults.

Avoiding a new Depression? 
In a recent National Public radio 

interview, Yang said the economic 
impact of the coronavirus pan-
demic has caused many politicians 
and analysts to reconsider their 
opposition to UBI.

“It has completely muddled and 
transcended party lines where re-
publicans have enthusiastically 
come out for cash directly to ameri-
cans,” Yang said of UBI.

“Which is the obvious and, frankly, 
only move that we can make that 
could keep our economy from col-
lapsing into a new Great Depression.”

however, checks sent out as part 
of the emergency aid plan would 
involve a temporary measure, while 
actual UBI would be ongoing and 
costly to the government.

Public money would need to be 
spent more wisely, with a retreat 
from the trend of tax gifts to the 
wealthy, UBI supporters maintain.

“I haven’t always been a fan of uni-
versal income,” said Edward alden, a 
senior fellow at the council on Foreign 
relations.

“But, its irresistible virtue is its 
simplicity. It gets money to individ-
uals in need, and out into the wider 
economy, more quickly than any 
other alternative.” afp

A homeless encampment is seen near a dried up river bed in Stockton, California on February 7. The city went bankrupt in 2012 but 
has been recovering and recently began an 18 month trial run of universal basic income. afp
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Olympia city on schedule despite pandemic
Hin Pisei  

W
hILE development 
projects have de-
layed construction 
due to the covid-

19 pandemic, construction 
of the two tallest buildings in 
Olympia city have not slowed, 
according to its project man-
ager, meng chamroeun.

Olympia city is a large in-
vestment project by the Over-
seas cambodia Investment 
corporation (OcIc) located 
north of Olympic Stadium.

The project, which covers 
6ha comprises of 12 buildings, 
including condominiums, 
malls, commercial buildings, 
office buildings and hotels. 

Since the project launched 
in 2012, four condo buildings, 
an office building, and a mall 
have been completed and of-
ficially launched.

chamroeun said there are two 
main buildings in the Olympia 
city project, a 55-storey build-
ing, 18 of which have been built, 
and a 38-storey building which 
has 17 floors completed.

“With about 1,000 workers 
in the entire Olympia city 
project, we expect work to be 
completed in 2022,” he said.

according to the original plan, 
the two buildings would be used 
as office and hotel buildings. 

however, chamroeun said: 

“Things will change depend-
ing on the market situation, 
but the construction process 
will remain the same.”

Touch Samnang, OcIc 
deputy director, previously 
said that Olympia city proj-

ect was projected to cost 
$500 million to build.

Sam Soknoeun, Operation 
Principle of KW Sen Sok, said 
that Olympia city is a high-
potential project, and there-
fore doesn’t suffer from the 

capital investment issues that 
plague similar projects.

In terms of the current real 
estate market in cambo-
dia, Soknoeun said that the 
covid-19 virus has frozen 
most transactions. 

“This process is not only 
happening in cambodia, but 
all over the world,” he said

a report by the ministry of 
Land management, Urban 
Planning and construction in 
2019 said the ministry approved 

a total of 4,446 construction 
projects on a total of 18.5 mil-
lion square meters of land.

In 2018, the ministry ap-
proved 2,867 construction 
projects over 11.4 million 
square meters.

Olympia City is a large investment project by the Overseas Cambodia Investment Corporation (OCIC). hong menea

IN the US economy before 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
sales of new homes remained 
strong, albeit a bit slower than 
the weather-induced surge in 
January, the commerce De-
partment reported Tuesday.

But economists warn the 
damage from the outbreak 
will become evident in the 
march and april sales figures, 
as reduced borrowing rates 
cannot overcome the shut-
down of the US economy.

New home sales slipped 4.4 
percent to an annual rate of 
765,000, seasonally adjusted, 
still stronger than expected 
but a bit cooler than the re-
vised 800,000 pace in January, 
according to the report. 

That was nonetheless more 
than 14 percent higher than 
in February 2019.

Even before the Federal re-
serve cut the benchmark lend-
ing rate to zero to help support 

the economy, low mortgage 
costs and very tight supply 
spurred demand and sent the 
median sales price for a new 
home surging to $345,900 from 
$325,300 in the prior month.

Ian Shepherdson of Panthe-
on macroeconomics warned 
coming data will be “grim.”

The “huge wave of job loss-
es and city/state lockdowns 
mean that activity will tank in 
march and then fall further in 
april,” he said in an analysis. 

“We hope to see better 
numbers by June, contingent 
on the spread of the virus, but 
the loss of so many potential 
homebuyers due to rising un-
employment means that the 
ground being lost now will 
not be recovered quickly.”

home sales were driven by 
gains in the south and northeast, 
while the midwest and west ex-
perienced a slight slowdown, ac-
cording to the data.   aFP

US homes set for 
post-virus boom

A house for sale in Alhambra, California. aFP
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world
One third of 
humanity in 
coronavirus 
lockdown

I
NDIa’S billion-plus 
population went into a 
three-week lockdown 
on Wednesday, with a 

third of the world now under 
orders to stay indoors, as US 
politicians agreed to spend 
$2 trillion to counter the eco-
nomic damage of the corona-
virus pandemic.

President Donald Trump has 
voiced hope that the USwill be 
“raring to go” by mid-april, 
but his optimism appeared 
to stand almost alone among 
world leaders, who were 
ratcheting up the movement 
restrictions in a bid to stifle 
the spread of the disease.

china, where the new virus 
emerged last year, loosened 
tough rules on the 50 million 
people in hubei province on 
Wednesday after a months-
long lockdown as the coun-
try reported no new domes-
tic cases.

The provincial capital Wu-
han -- the ground zero of the 

outbreak after it was initially 
detected at a market that sold 
wild animals for human con-
sumption – will allow resi-
dents to leave from april 8.

Olympics on hold 
The pandemic has cut a 

swathe through the world’s 
sporting and cultural events, 
and on Tuesday claimed the 
biggest of them all: the Tokyo 
2020 Olympics.

Japanese Prime minister 
Shinzo abe tried to sound an 
optimistic note, vowing that 
the rescheduled Games in 2021 
would be “a testament to man-
kind’s defeat of the new virus”.

The postponement marks 
the first time that the world’s 
biggest sporting event, set to 
open on July 24, has been de-
layed in peacetime.

across the planet, the grim 
covid-19 toll mounted further, 
with more than 18,200 deaths 
and 405,000 declared infec-
tions, half of them in Europe, 
according to an aFP tally.

The medical situation is still 
critical in Europe, where hard-
est-hit Italy had mixed news.

The mediterranean coun-
try’s death toll shot back up 
to 743 after two days of slight 
decline from a world-record 
peak of 793 on Saturday. But 
officially registered new infec-
tions rose just eight percent 
for the second straight day.

Elsewhere Ireland ordered 
non-essential businesses shut, 
Britain planned a 4,000-bed 
emergency hospital in London 
and Spain called for practical 

support from the Nato military 
alliance.

Iran’s president warned 
that mandatory movement 
restrictions could be intro-
duced as soon as Wednesday 
evening in the country, which 
has seen one of the world’s 
highest death tolls from the 
pandemic so far. 

and nearly 130 million 
americans, or 40 per cent of 
the population, are under or 
will soon come under some 
lockdown order, including in 
the largest state of california.

many governments are lis-
tening to health experts who 
warn the only way to slow the 
epidemic – and save the lives 
of the elderly and vulnerable 
– is by imposing “social isola-
tion” measures.

Finance ministers and cen-
tral bank chiefs of the Group 
of Seven major industrial de-
mocracies vowed to “do what-
ever is necessary to restore 
confidence and economic 
growth and to protect jobs, 
businesses, and the resilience 
of the financial system”. AFP

covid-19 prompting a run on guns in US
GUN sales have exploded in 
the US in the last two weeks as 
the coronavirus outbreak 
worsens, with people stocking 
up on weapons and ammuni-
tion out of fear the pandemic 
might lead to social unrest.

“We have had about an 800 
per cent increase in sales,” said 
David Stone, owner of Dong’s 
Guns, ammo and reloading in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. “I’m still not 
out of any caliber but I’m get-
ting close to running out.”

Stone said the overall major-
ity of customers rushing to 
stock up on firearms and 
ammunition are first-time 
buyers grabbing anything 
available.

“It’s fear over coronavirus,” 
he said. “I don’t understand it 
myself and I think it’s unrea-
sonable.”

Several other store owners 
across the US said they have 
also seen a surge in sales as 
people fear social order will 
unravel if the health and eco-
nomic crisis caused by the 
virus escalates.

Tiffany Teasdale, owner of 
Lynnwood Gun, located in the 
state of Washington, one of the 
states hardest hit by the virus, 
said she has seen a massive 
uptick in sales with customers 
lining up an hour before the 
store opens.

“We used to have on what we 
would call busy days, 20 to 25 

firearms being sold,” said 
Teasdale, who has hired a 
bouncer to keep everyone in 
check. “Today, we are seeing 
upwards of 150.”

She said shotguns were in 
shortage across the country, 
along with ammunition for 
them as well as ammunition 
for handguns.

“a lot of people are buying 
shotguns, handguns, ar-15 
[semi-automatic rifles], every-
thing,” said Teasdale, whose store 

is open seven days a week.
Like Stone, she said most of 

her customers are first-time 
buyers who undergo back-
ground checks and, if need be, 
are given a quick course on how 
to handle their purchase.

‘Everybody buying guns’ 
“We have men, women, young, 

middle-aged, older, everybody 
buying guns,” she said. “and all 
ethnic backgrounds – black, 
asian, Indian, hispanic.”

She said one customer who 
came into the store recently 
decided it was time to arm him-
self after he witnessed two 
women fighting over the last 
case of bottled water at a store.

“We have customers who are 
also scared because law enforce-
ment is being told to not 
respond as much because they 
are so short-staffed,” she added. 
“So a lot of people are scared 
that someone is going to break 
into their home . . . to steal cash, 

their toilet paper, their bottled 
water, their food.”

Utah resident Nick Silverri 
told the local cBS station that 
he recently purchased a shot-
gun for protection, but was hav-
ing a hard time finding ammo.

“a shotgun seemed like a 
prudent firearm for self-de-
fense in case covid-19 virus 
got people all riled up and 
crazy,” he said.

Jordan mccormick, market-
ing director of Delta Team Tac-
tical, based in Utah, said his 
company, which mostly makes 
ar-15 kits, is working non-
stop to meet demand.

“Last week is pretty much 
when things got crazy,” mccor-
mick, whose products are sold 
online and in stores, said. “It’s 
like gasoline got poured on a 
fire.”

he said fears over gun shops 
being shut down across the 
country as more and more 
states impose lockdowns have 
driven sales, along with con-
cerns by advocates who worry 
that the right to bear arms – as 
laid out in the second amend-
ment of the US constitution – 
could be threatened.

“a lot of people want to pro-
tect themselves,” he said. “If 
people are out of work for a 
while and they start looting, 
they want to have the ability to 
protect themselves, their 
assets and their family.” AFP

A pedestrian walks on the pavement in central London. Across the planet, the grim Covid-19 toll mounted 
further, with more than 18,200 deaths and 405,000 declared infections, half of them in Europe. AFP

A worker inspects an AR-15 gun at Davidson Defense in Orem, Utah on March 20. AFP
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Turkey court charges 
20 Saudi suspects over 
Khashoggi murder
TURKEY has charged 20 
suspects including two 
former aides to Saudi Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman over the 2018 murder 
of Riyadh critic Jamal 
Khashoggi, prosecutors said 
on Wednesday.
Prosecutors accuse Saudi 
Arabia’s deputy intelligence 
chief Ahmed al-Assiri and the 
royal court’s media czar Saud 
al-Qahtani of leading the 
operation and giving orders to 
a Saudi hit team. 
Khashoggi, 59, a ommentator 
who wrote for The Washington 
Post, was killed after he 
entered the Saudi consulate 
on October 2, 2018, to obtain 
paperwork for his wedding to 
Turkish fiancee Hatice Cengiz.
Turkey carried out its own 
investigation into the murder 
after being unhappy with 
Saudi explanations.
The Istanbul prosecutor’s 
office said in a statement that 
Assiri and Qahtani were 
charged with “instigating the 
deliberate and monstrous 
killing, causing torment”.
Eighteen other suspects – 
including intelligence 
operative Maher Mutreb who 
frequently travelled with the 
crown prince on foreign tours, 
forensic expert Salah 
al-Tubaigy and Fahad 
al-Balawi, a member of the 
Saudi royal guard – were also 
charged with “deliberately 
and monstrously killing, 
causing torment”.
They face life in jail if 
convicted. AFP 

Netanyahu ally Edelstein 
resigns as speaker of 
Israeli parliament
THE speaker of Israel’s 
parliament, an ally of 
Benjamin Netanyahu, 
resigned on Wednesday, 
clearing the way for a vote 
that could see him replaced 
by an opponent of the 
embattled prime minister. 
Yuli Edelstein, a member of 
Netanyahu’s right-wing Likud 
party, had refused to 
schedule a speakership vote 
until a new government was 
formed, but stood down after 
the Supreme Court set a 
Wednesday deadline for the 
vote to take place. 
“I hereby resign from my 
position as speaker of the 
Knesset,” Edelstein said, in a 
move that could see a 
member of the centrist Blue 
and White party become 
speaker in the coming days. 
That would pave the way for 
the opposition to take control 
of the legislative agenda as the 
country struggles to suppress 
a corona virus outbreak that 
has so far infected more than 
2,000 Israelis.
The resignation comes after a 
year of political turmoil that 
has seen three inconclusive 
elections, and after Netanyahu 
imposed strict legal and 
security measures to deal with 
the Covid-19 pandemic. AFP



Singapore, 
Malaysia 
agree on 
border check 

SINGAPORE and Malaysia 
have agreed on a set of 
protocols for the return of 

travellers who fail entry health 
screenings at border checkpoints.

The two countries also agreed 
on applying the same cut-off of 
37.5C for the definition of travel-
lers with a fever at the second 
meeting of the Singapore-
Malaysia joint working group on 
Tuesday.

The latest meeting took place 
via video conference, as Malaysia 
is in the midst of a partial lock-
down that has been extended by 
two weeks to April 14.

So far, the joint working group 
has agreed to continue entry 
screenings by both countries, 
activate networks for experts 
to exchange information on the 
clinical management of patients, 
as well as share surveillance data 
to trace travellers’ movements.

The group also agreed on 
Tuesday to continue health-re-
lated discussions relating to the 
exchange of people, goods and 
services between both countries 
during the partial lockdown 
separately under a special work-
ing committee set up recently, 
said the ministry.

As of 12pm on Wednesday, 
Malaysia has recorded 1,756 con-
firmed cases, while Singapore’s 
MOH said on Tuesday night that 
the country has 558 cases.

The joint working group is 
planning to meet again next 
month. THE STRAITS TIMES  

(SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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State of emergency declared in Thailand
T

haI Prime minister 
Prayut chan-o-cha 
declared a state of 
emergency over the 

coronavirus pandemic on 
Wednesday, unveiling tough-
er restrictions on normal life 
in Thailand as the ministry of 
Public health confirmed 107 
new infections in the country 
over a 24-hour period.

The emergency will come 
into effect nationwide from 
midnight on Wednesday and 
remain in force until april 30.

The decree has barred travel 
to Thailand via land, sea and 
air, though certain exceptions 
have been made for goods 
transportation, diplomatic 
missions and foreigners with 
work permits. In addition, Thai 
citizens with embassy permits 
and health certificates, besides 
any other journey approved by 
the Prime minister, will be ex-
empt from the travel ban.

all nightclubs, playgrounds 
and sports venues in Bang-
kok, Nonthaburi, Pathum 
Thani, Nakhon Pathom, Sam-
ut Prakan and Samut Sakhon - 
which were adjudged to pose 
a high risk of infection - were 
ordered to close down indefi-
nitely, as were spas, gyms and 
massage parlours, reported 
Khaosod English.

Under the emergency de-
cree, hoarding of food, drink-
ing water and medical sup-
plies will be punished.

People aged younger than 

five and older than 70 - who are 
seen to be more vulnerable to 
the disease - have also been told 
to avoid leaving their homes 
unless absolutely necessary.

The decree suggested that 
these vulnerable people should 
venture outside only for essen-
tial activities, such as medical 
appointments, banking activi-
ties, the purchase of food, to 
contact the police or carry out 
law enforcement orders.

People with pre-existing 
conditions were also asked to 
stay indoors. all large gather-
ings have been banned.

commuting between prov-
inces has been discouraged, 
and people who travel to oth-
er provinces will be required 
to undergo health checks and 
furnish their personal details 
for possible quarantine.

Violation of the provisions of 
the decree can be punished with 
a jail term of up to two months 
under the 2005 royal Decree on 
Emergency Situations. In addi-
tion, any other acts that are not 
covered by the decree but are 
seen to jeopardise public health 
and safety will be punishable 
under existing laws.

There was no mention of a 
curfew in the emergency de-
cree, but it provided security 
officers with immunity from 
prosecution when carrying out 
orders issued by their superiors 
in relation to the outbreak.

Establishments providing es-
sential goods and services will 

continue to operate, including 
banks, factories, markets, fi-
nancial institutions, gas stations 
and online delivery services.

The emergency authorises 
Prayut to helm efforts to fight 
the virus with the help of the 
permanent secretaries of 
public health, interior, com-
merce and foreign affairs.

The commander of the 
armed forces has been given 
the responsibility of handing 
security-related matters.

“Only necessary measures 
will be issued, to prevent the 
spread of the virus,” the an-
nouncement said, according 
to the Bangkok Post.

as part of the effort to com-
bat covid-19, a centre that was 
set up to handle matters relat-
ed to the disease will be redes-
ignated as a covid Emergency 
centre, under which various 
committees will be set up to 
monitor the implementation 
of various directives.

Dissidents
The declaration of a state 

of emergency has raised con-
cerns about the possibility of 
the decree being used to crack 
down on dissidents.

meanwhile, Taweesin 
Visanuyothin, spokesman for 
the ministry of Public health, 

said the number of confirmed 
coronavirus infections in 
Thailand has risen to 934 fol-
lowing the latest cases.

Of these, 860 cases involved 
patients under treatment, 70 
people had recovered and 
been discharged, and there 
have been four deaths.

The cases can be divided 
into three groups, according 
to Taweesin.

Infections in the first group 
of 27 cases were connected to 
infection clusters: four had 
attended a boxing event in 
a stadium, five had worked 
in or been to entertainment 
venues, four had attended 

religious ceremonies and 14 
had been in close contact 
with others previously con-
firmed as infected.

among the individuals in 
the first cluster were a free-
lancer, a company employee, 
merchant, students, taxi driv-
ers, police and prisoners.

The second group com-
prised 13 people, of whom six 
had just returned from over-
seas (two Thais and a Briton, 
Finn, american, and German). 
meanwhile, five were working 
in crowded areas or close to 
foreigners. Two members of 
the group were doctors - one 
was a surgeon who displayed 
mild symptoms after work-
ing with 25 medical staff, who 
now need to self-quarantine.

People in the last group of 
67 are still being investigated 
over how they were infected.

meanwhile, 13 people were 
the latest to fully recover from 
the disease and return home.

In a separate development, 
about 60,000 migrant work-
ers living in Thailand have 
fled the country since the au-
thorities shut malls and many 
businesses at the weekend to 
curb the spread of the coro-
navirus, a Thai interior min-
istry official said on Wednes-
day, reported reuters.

a Thai interior ministry offi-
cial said about 60,000 migrant 
workers from Laos, cambodia 
and myanmar had returned 
home as of Tuesday. AFP

Day of Silence
An effigy known as Ogoh-Ogoh is displayed ahead of the ‘Day of Silence’ in Denpasar on Indonesia’s resort island of Bali. The predominantly Hindu island of Bali in Indonesia, the 
world’s largest Muslim-populated nation, celebrate the ‘Day of Silence’, locally known as Nyepi, on Wednesday.  AFP

A volunteer disinfects Buddha statues in Bangkok on Wednesday. Thai Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha 
has declared a state of emergency, unveiling tougher restrictions on normal life in Thailand. AFP



A
NXIOUS Indians 
raced for essentials 
on Wednesday as 
an unprecedented 

21-day lockdown across the 
nation of 1.3 billion people all 
but emptied normally traffic-
choked roads.

Many shelves in the megaci-
ties of New Delhi and Mumbai 
were stripped bare of staples 
like lentils and rice as the 
world’s second most populous 
country lurched into a shut-
down aimed at slowing the 
spread of the new coronavirus.

“It’s getting increasingly 
difficult to source produce,” 
Mumbai vegetable seller 
Rafiq Ansari, 35, said.

“We are going to face major 
shortages in the days ahead. 
And at the same time prices 
are also going up – tomatoes 
have more than doubled in 
price,” he said.

In the polluted capital New 
Delhi, some buses still oper-
ated – with drivers only allow-
ing the holders of government 
passes to board – but police 
and paramilitaries were stop-
ping private vehicles.

At one checkpoint near the 
India Gate monument, masked 
officers turned away some 

government officials in chauf-
feur-driven cars. “Outrageous”, 
one official was heard to shout 
through his car window.

In Ghaziabad, outside Delhi, 
many people said they were 
scared by the new measures, 
and complained the rules of 
the lockdown were not clear 
– a situation not helped by 
newspapers not being deliv-
ered in many places.

Some said they had been 
harassed by police when they 
went to buy medicine. 

Under the order, announced 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Tuesday, people could 
face up to two years in jail and 
an unspecified financial pen-
alty if they flout the rules.

As panic buying began to 
grip the country in the hours 
after his televised speech, 
Modi took to Twitter to try to 
calm fears of shortages.

“Essential commodities, 
medicines etc. would be 
available. Centre and various 
state governments will work 
in close coordination to en-
sure this,” he said.

But on Wednesday, shop-
keepers were fretting about 
keeping their stores open, 
complaining that suppliers 

were being barred from en-
tering the cities.

“I am getting milk, eggs and 
bread. But let’s say on an aver-
age, I get 100 packets of bread, 
today I’ve only got 20,” one 
Delhi shopkeeper who identi-
fied himself as Pradeep said.

“I’m giving it to people as 
and when they come. I’m not 
sure how long the existing 
stock is going to last,” he said.

Street cleaner Ajay said he and 
his colleagues had been told to 
come to work every day.

“But there is a shortage of 

staff. We live close by and we 
have our own vehicles. But 
those who stay in other bor-
dering states are not able to 
come here. Transport is lim-
ited,” he said.

Birdsong
Brandishing a mask he had 

bought with his own money, 
he said he now feared that he 
could get ill.

“There are many like me. 
Won’t we get the virus? We 
don’t have protective gear,” 
he said.

From the normally bus-
tling restaurant area of Mum-
bai to the western city of 
Ahmedabad, streets normally 
thronged with smoke-belch-
ing traffic were almost silent.

Birdsong could be heard in 
many neighbourhoods, replac-
ing the klaxons of buses and 
the endless beeping of mo-
torised rickshaws that usually 
crowd some of the most dense-
ly packed places on Earth.

Even outside the cities the 
lockdown was biting, with 
AFP journalists reporting 

villagers in some rural areas 
had erected bamaboo bar-
ricades to prevent anyone 
coming or going.

But in among the frustration, 
there was support for Modi’s 
move, which brings India into 
line with much of Europe, and 
large parts of the US.

A lockdown is “the only way 
the disease spread can be 
checked,” Dhirendra Kumar, 
a retired lawyer in the north-
ern city of Lucknow said.

“We had better support this 
lockdown.” AFP

Indians race for 
basics as virus 
lockdown hits

People stand on designated areas to mantain social distancing as they queue outside a grocery store during the first day of a 21-day 
government-imposed nationwide lockdown. AFP

Continued from page 1

because of the outbreak, which 
has so far killed 422 people in 
Britain. 

There are more than 8,000 
confirmed cases across the 
country, although testing is 
limited and the true number is 
believed to be much higher.

Prime Minister Boris John-
son has ordered all non-es-
sential shops and services to 
be closed and said people 
must stay at home wherever 
possible, to try to stem the 
spread of the virus.

Parliament will adjourn a 
week early on Wednesday, 
after lawmakers pass emer-
gency legislation giving the 
government powers to iso-

late infected people.
In a public statement last 

week, the queen called on peo-
ple to work together in the face 
of the crisis.

“At times such as these, I am 
reminded that our nation’s his-
tory has been forged by people 
and communities coming 
together to work as one, con-
centrating our combined 
efforts with a focus on the 
common goal,” she said.

She added: “Many of us will 
need to find new ways of stay-
ing in touch with each other 
and making sure that loved 
ones are safe. 

“I am certain we are up to that 
challenge. You can be assured 
that my family and I stand ready 
to play our part.” AFP
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Queen Elizabeth 
in ‘good health’

British media reported Prince Charles had attended an event with 
Prince Albert of Monaco (not pictured) on March 10. AFP



Opinion
16 THE PHNOM PENH POST  march  26, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

 EDITORIAL PERSONNEL

Publisher & Chief Executive Offi cer

Ly Tayseng

Executive Editor-in-Chief 

Joshua Purushotman

Managing Editor Post Khmer

Sam Rith

Deputy Chief of Staff

Phak Seangly

Business Editor

may Kunmakara

Deputy Business Editor

Sorn Sarath

Deputy Head of Lifestyle Desk

Pan Simala

Senior Reporters

meas Sokchea, Niem Chheng

Reporters

Khouth Sophak Chakrya, Kim Sarom, Long 

Kimmarita, Khorn Savi, Hin Pisei, Soth 

Koemsoeun, Voun Dara, Sous Yamy,Soung 

Sovanny,

Ry Sochan

Photographers

Heng Chivoan, Hong menea 

Web Editor

Leang Phannara

Webmasters

Sous Chanthy, Pang Vichea

 SIEM REAP BUREAU

Offi ce Manager

Sophearith blondeel 

 PRODUCTION & PRINTING

Head of Desktop Publishing

Nhim Sokphyrak

Desktop Publishing

Suon Savatdy, Chum Sokunthy, Danh borath   

Tep Thoeun Thyda, Tim borith, Than Veasna

 HEAD OFFICE

Post Media Co, Ltd. 

The Elements Condominium Level 7,

Hun Sen Boulevard, Phum Prek Talong,

Sangkat Chak Angre Krom,12353, Phnom 

Penh, Cambodia

Tel: 023 888 161, 023 888 162

Cellcard: 078 555 166, 078 555 133

Smart: 086 822 999, 086 277 999

 SIEM REAP

No 629, Street 6 Dangkum Commune

Tel: 063 966 290, Fax: 063 966 590

 COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT

Chief Operating Offi cer

James Ong Soon Teck

Advertising Department

Chap Narith, 017 996 241

Hun Channet, 017 578 768

Prach monnyreak, 012 123 7777 

Keo Puthy, 012 966 605

Phon Sok Chea, 012 717 404 

Jessa Piastro, 092 445 983

 CIRCULATION & DISTRIBUTION

Acting Distribution Manager

Thenh Rithy, 087 888 854

Circulation Supervisor

Nou Chanthy, 096 999 2828

Yim Veasna, 015 814 499

 ADMINISTRATION

Admin & HR Manager

Pich Socheat

Assistants to Admin & HR Manager

Nhel Soaphea

Financial Director

Heang Tangmeng

Chief Accountant

Sren Vicheka

Treasurers

Sok Sophorn, Yon Sovannara, 

Cheam Sopheak

IT Manager

Seng Nak, Vong Oun

TO CONTACT US

newsroom@phnompenhpost.com

advertising@phnompenhpost.com

subscription@phnompenhpost.com

webmaster@phnompenhpost.com

www.phnompenhpost.com

© Post Media Co, Ltd

The Phnom Penh Post is wholly owned 

and printed by Post Media Co Ltd. The 

title The Phnom Penh Post in either 

English or Khmer languages, its associ-

ated logos or devices and the contents of 

this publication may not be reproduced 

in whole or in part without the written 

consent of Post Media Co Ltd.

www.phnompenhpost.com

www.phnompenhpost.com

 EDITORIAL PERSONNEL

Publisher & Chief Executive Offi cer

Ly Tayseng

Executive Editor-in-Chief 

Joshua Purushotman

Managing Editor Post Khmer

Sam Rith

Deputy Chief of Staff

Phak Seangly

Business Editor

may Kunmakara

Deputy Business Editor

Sorn Sarath

Deputy Head of Lifestyle Desk

Pan Simala

Senior Reporters

meas Sokchea, Niem Chheng

Reporters

Khouth Sophak Chakrya, Kim Sarom, Long 

Kimmarita, Khorn Savi, Hin Pisei, Soth 

Koemsoeun, Voun Dara, Sous Yamy,Soung 

Sovanny,

Ry Sochan

Photographers

Heng Chivoan, Hong menea 

Web Editor

Leang Phannara

Webmasters

Sous Chanthy, Pang Vichea

 SIEM REAP BUREAU

Offi ce Manager

Sophearith blondeel 

 PRODUCTION & PRINTING

Head of Desktop Publishing

Nhim Sokphyrak

Desktop Publishing

Suon Savatdy, Chum Sokunthy, Danh borath   

Tep Thoeun Thyda, Tim borith, Than Veasna

 HEAD OFFICE

Post Media Co, Ltd. 

The Elements Condominium Level 7,

Hun Sen Boulevard, Phum Prek Talong,

Sangkat Chak Angre Krom, Phnom Penh, 

Cambodia

 SIEM REAP

No 629, Street 6 Dangkum Commune

Tel: 063 966 290, Fax: 063 966 590

 COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT

Chief Operating Offi cer

James Ong Soon Teck

Advertising Department

Chap Narith, 017 996 241

Hun Channet, 017 578 768

Prach monnyreak, 012 123 7777 

 CIRCULATION & DISTRIBUTION

Acting Distribution Manager

Thenh Rithy

 ADMINISTRATION

Admin & HR Manager

Pich Socheat

Assistants to Admin & HR Manager

Nhel Soaphea

Financial Director

Heang Tangmeng

Chief Accountant

Sren Vicheka

Treasurers

Sok Sophorn, Yon Sovannara, 

Cheam Sopheak

IT Manager

Seng Nak, Vong Oun

TO CONTACT US

newsroom@phnompenhpost.com

advertising@phnompenhpost.com

subscription@phnompenhpost.com

webmaster@phnompenhpost.com

www.phnompenhpost.com

© Post Media Co, Ltd

The Phnom Penh Post is wholly owned 

and printed by Post Media Co Ltd. The 

title The Phnom Penh Post in either 

English or Khmer languages, its associ-

ated logos or devices and the contents of 

this publication may not be reproduced 

in whole or in part without the written 

consent of Post Media Co Ltd.

www.phnompenhpost.com

www.phnompenhpost.com

T
hE decision on Tues-
day by Japan and the 
International Olym-
pic committee to 

postpone the Tokyo 2020 
Olympic Games – originally 
slated to start on July 24 – 
until next summer because 
of the novel coronavirus pan-
demic must have been a hard 
one to make.

although the Games have 
been cancelled – three times in 
all, in 1916, 1940 and 1944 – 
due to the two world wars, in 
the modern Olympics’ history 
of more than 120 years, never 
before have any Games been 
postponed to a different year.

Nonetheless, the decision is 
the right one. If it is not 
brought under control, the 
harm done to human society 
by the pandemic could be 
more serious and far-reaching 
than even the two world wars. 
Given the number of countries 
affected and social and eco-
nomic shock waves that have 
been caused by the rapid 
spread of the virus, postpon-

ing the Games is the only right 
and sensible choice to make.

after all, nothing is more 
important than people’s lives. 
Postponing the Games not 
only safeguards the health of 
athletes, audiences and eve-
ryone involved in the Games, 

it also reduces potential 
transmission of the virus 
from one place to another. 
Even looking at it from only a 
sporting level, the pandemic 
has already caused huge dis-
ruptions to athletes’ training 
and the qualification process.

It is undoubtedly a big blow 
for Japan, which has prepared 
meticulously for the largest 
sports event in the world, 
including renovating and 
upgrading its infrastructure 
and sports venues, such as 
rebuilding Tokyo’s Olympic 

Stadium at a cost of $1.45 bil-
lion. Japan will suffer a huge 
loss, at least in the short term.

The international communi-
ty owes a big “thank you” to 
Japan for all it has done for the 
Games despite the postpone-
ment. That’s why the Games 
will still be called the Olympic 
and Paralympic Games Tokyo 
2020 despite taking place in 
2021. The Olympic flame will 
also remain stored and dis-
played in Japan.

more important, all mem-
bers in the Olympic family, 
guided by the Olympic spirit 
of respect and understanding, 
are morally bound to stand 
behind Japan to go through 
this most difficult moment in 
the Games’ history.

as an IOc statement said: 
“The Olympic Games in 
Tokyo could stand as a bea-
con of hope to the world dur-
ing these troubled times and 
that the Olympic flame could 
become the light at the end 
of the tunnel in which the 
world finds itself at present.”

We look forward to having 
the best Games ever in Tokyo 
next summer. CHINA DAILY/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

IT haS become clear that russian 
President Vladimir Putin is seeking to 
retain real power even after his term 
expires in 2024. he will not be able to 
build stability by further continuing 
his high-handed rule.

The russian parliament has 
approved legislation related to con-
stitutional amendment. The revised 
constitution will take effect after a 
national referendum on april 22.

The legislation has changed the 
current limit on the period of office 
as president from two sequential 
terms to a total of two terms, with a 
new provision added to reduce to 
zero the total number of terms served 
by the incumbent and previous presi-
dents. This will enable Putin, whose 
current term is part of his four non-
sequential terms, all told, to continue 
serving in the presidency for 12 years 
in two more terms from 2024 if ree-
lected, meaning that he will remain 
in the position until the age of 83.

The State council, an advisory organ 
for the russian president, will be grant-

ed authority to decide on a basic policy 
regarding domestic and diplomatic 
affairs. Some observers have said that 
the amendment assumes a case in 
which Putin will leave office as presi-
dent in 2024 and take up chairmanship 
of the council, thereby pulling the 
strings behind the scenes.

Putin proposed the constitutional 
amendment in January, taking the 
initiative in the move. It seems that 
he made a preemptive move to offer 
several options aimed at maintaining 
real power, before his unifying force 
declines when his departure from 
office approaches.

Installed as president in 2000, Putin 
said he would pursue the goal of 
achieving russia’s revival as a major 
power, boosting his country’s nuclear 
capabilities and reinforcing his con-
frontational stance toward the United 
States. In 2014, he annexed the crime-
an Peninsula in Ukraine, continuing 
to change the status quo by force.

It is obvious that his hard-line 
approach toward other countries 

prompted Europe and the US to 
impose sanctions on russia, leaving 
the country isolated, which has dealt a 
blow to its economy. russia cannot be 
expected to achieve long-term growth 
unless it makes progress in mending 
ties with these nations.

Question moscow’s motives
another issue facing russia is the 

need for it to reconsider its economic 
structure reliant on energy resources 
and its opaque economic manage-
ment, in which industrial conglomer-
ates close to the government have 
control over the key industries.

The revised constitution has incor-
porated clauses that are directly con-
nected to the life of the people, such 
as guaranteeing minimum wages and 
making it obligatory to regularly 
review the amount of pension pay-
ments. This seems to indicate Putin’s 
intention to conceal his aim of 
retaining power and making it easy to 
obtain a wide range of support for 
the constitutional amendment.

The Putin administration has con-

tinued to crack down on political 
forces and media organizations that 
are critical of the government while 
also reinforcing his control. at home, 
there is a smoldering discontent 
about his longtime rule. It is wrong to 
turn people’s attention away and try 
to dispel their sense of helplessness 
through the amendment.

The revised constitution has 
banned the distortion of historical 
facts concerning World War II. russia 
has asserted that the northern 
islands became part of its territory as 
a result of the war. Japan-russia 
negotiations over a bilateral peace 
treaty on the northern territories may 
undergo further difficulties.

The revised top law also includes a 
provision that prohibits talks over 
territorial cession that do not include 
discussions of national border 
demarcation with adjacent nations. 
The Japanese government must 
question russia about its true 
motives behind this. THE YOmIuRI SHImbuN 

(JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Opinion
Editorial

Right decision to postpone 
Tokyo 2020 Olympics

Legislation a preparation for Putin’s lifetime rule

The decision to postpone the Tokyo 2020 Olympics is the right one. If it is not brought under control, the harm 
done to human society by the pandemic could be more serious and far-reaching than the two world wars. AfP



Hong Raksmey

W
ITH over 90 peo-
ple in the King-
dom infected with 
Covid-19, there 

are now fewer people in pubs 
and resorts, compared to the 
insane crowds that previously 
used to throng such places, es-
pecially the popular ones.

People are very cautious 
about travelling, and while 
staying at home is preferable 
under the circumstances, the 
government has not ordered 
a lockdown as of writing so 
there are still untouched plac-
es one can visit, especially if 
you are a tourist caught up by 
travel bans abroad.

Just for you and Cambodians 
who need a break to distress 
from all the fear surrounding 
the novel coronavirus, The 
Post introduces you to three 
natural resorts that are an ideal 
getaway for those who want to 
get cool in our hot weather and 
remain socially distanced.

Three-hour-trekking to Oryas 
Waterfall in Ratanakkiri

The Oryas Waterfall is lo-
cated in the Lam Av village of 
Koh Pang commune, Veun Sai 
district, Ratanakkiri province. 
Perfectly isolated, untouched 
and unexplored, it has water-
falls that cascade down 40m 
into the Sesan river.

Chab Vael, 27, a Kachak eth-
nic minority, is a local guide in 
the village. He takes tourists by 
boat for one hour to adventure 
along the Sesan River, docking 
at the Koh Peak commune.

Going ashore, tourists will 
be greeted by the indigenous 
peoples and the rice fields of 
Koh Peak’s Tumpoun village.

They then embark on a 
three-hour hike through the 
forest of the nearby Koh Pang 
commune before catching a 
glimpse of the Oryas Waterfall.

On the way to the forest, 
tourists spend an hour walk-
ing in the Tumpoun village. 
Vael ensures they have a 
chance to soak up the land-
scape and observe the peo-
ples’ way of life.

After two hours of trekking 
through the forest, visitors get 
to hear the faint sounds of the 
waterfall. Then a  huge wood-
en hut comes into view. Visi-
tors can relax and have a meal 
before heading to the falls of 
Koh Pang’s Lam Av village.

Travellers can head directly 
to Kachak village’s dock by 
contacting Vael on 0978292413 
or through Green Jungle Trek-
king Tours-Cambodia which 
organises the trip to the at-
traction at 088 454 6466. 

Two-hour trekking to Stung 
Ta Sok waterfall in Pursat  

Stung Ta Sok waterfall, lies 
between Phnom Samkoh 
Wildlife Sanctuary and the 
Cardamom Mountains. Here 
again, visitors need to trek for 
two hours to reach the un-
tapped natural area. 

Local guide Korng Noy is 
ready to take visitors on an 

experience of a lifetime. Re-
lax, picnic and swim in very 
cold water to re-energise af-
ter your two-hour trek. But 
it’s not all sweat though, as 
the trekking becomes an ad-
venture to enjoy nature.

Visitors, who are expected 
to use their own vehicles to 
avoid shared taxis can park at 
Seng Meng Kry’s home. After 
a stop for refreshments about 
30km from Osoam Commu-
nity Centre, visitors start off 
again on foot to the 50m-high 
Chhay Broy waterfall which is 
just a 10-minute walk along a 
creek to the jungle.

Since the trail is complicated, 

visitors must not forget to hire 
a local guide, otherwise, they 
might just lose their way. Peo-
ple can enjoy the experience of 
drinking wild water wine that 
Noy is expert at preparing.

Enjoy the fresh, cool breeze 
blowing from the north as you 
reach the Stung Ta Sok water-
fall. At 10m-high, it flows into 
a huge pool below the clear 
water, which exhausted visi-
tors can swim in before hav-
ing a sumptuous lunch.

Trekking between Chhay 
Broy waterfall and Stung Ta 
Sok waterfall takes between 
90 minutes to two hours. The 
trek begins near Veal Veng 

district’s Chhay Louk village 
in Pursat province.

For more information, con-
tact local guide, Mr. Korng Noy 
via his number 081 667 407. 

Two-hour hiking to enjoy stun-
ning Phnom Tbeng waterfall

And finally, we have the 
Phnom Tbeng waterfall. It 
is 600m above the Tbeng 
Meanchey Mountain and some 
35km from Preah Vihear town. 
Visitors pass by Phnom Tbeng 
from the foot through the 1,345 
steps leading up to the moun-
tain and to Dombouk Khmao 
pagoda after around 1km.

The white cascade of water 

against the backdrop of green 
vegetation covering the cliff 
walls make this the ideal spot 
for avid photographs.

Khek Thuon, who can be 
hired to carry people’s things 
to the peak of the mountain, 
says most people can’t carry 
heavy loads as they hike up 
the mountain, “so they hire 
me to do it for them, espe-
cially since some parts of the 
stairs are very steep”.

“From the foot of the 
mountain to the top involves 
climbing the 1,092 steps, 
with three stops along the 
way to visit. Once at the top, 
there are another 253 steps 

to reach the Tbeng, or Dom-
bouk Khmao, pagoda,” says 
Thuon, who charges 30,000 
riel for his services.

Around 280km from Phnom 
Penh, Phnom Tbeng waterfall 
is reached by taking National 
Road 6, before turning north 
onto National Road 62 in 
Kampong Thom’s province’s 
Trapaing Russey commune.

When you reach the foot of the 
mountain, local guides will wel-
come you, but you can decide 
who you want to carry your lug-
gage up the mountain top. The 
service costs between 30,000 riel 
($7.50) and 50,000 riel ($12.50) 
when you hire a guide.

The Oryas Waterfall is isolated, untouched, and unexplored. Yousos ApdoulrAshim Drinking from vines at the Stung Ta Sok waterfall. post stAff
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The Phnom Tbeng waterfall is 600m abive the Tbeng Meanchey Mountain and some 35km from Preah Vihear town . Yousos ApdoulrAshim



U
SING slow, deliberate 
movements and deep 
breathing, bathers im-
merse themselves in the 

waters of an ice-covered lake in 
southwestern Iceland. 

While others might opt for the 
soothing hot springs for which the 
country is famous, this hardy group 
prefers an ice bath, all in the name 
of wellness.

The temperature above the fro-
zen lake of Kleifarvatn, one of the 
country’s deepest, is minus six de-
grees Celsius. 

Equipped with an axe, Andri 
Einarsson, the co-instructor on 
this unusual seminar, cuts a hole 
through the sheet of ice covering 
the lake, located less than an hour’s 
drive from the famous Blue Lagoon 
geothermal spa whose milky blue 
waters average 38C.

Up on shore, the group of about 
15, who have come from the out-
skirts of the capital Reykjavik, is 
getting ready.  

Clad in puffer jackets or thick sweat-
ers, the participants warm up with a 
series of movements and breathing 
exercises reminiscent of the tradi-
tional Maori haka war dance.

“They were just working on get-
ting the system ready [for the cold], 
challenging their mind, just tap-
ping in and doing what we call the 
‘brown fat activation’,” Einarsson 
says.

Cold as a remedy
The breathing technique is one of 

the pillars of the Wim Hof Method, 
named after a Dutch athlete. 

Nicknamed the “Iceman”, Wim 
Hof has been setting world records 
and pursuing extraordinary feats of 
cold resistance for decades. 

In 2007, he climbed to an altitude 
of 7,400m on Mount Everest dressed 
only in shorts, and he’s completed a 
barefoot half-marathon north of the 
Arctic Circle.

He lauds the benefits of his cold 
therapy – which combines breath-
ing techniques, exposure to cold 
and meditation – as helping com-
bat fatigue and stress and strength-
ening the immune system.

On the Kleifarvatn shore, despite 
the freezing cold, one by one the 
jackets and sweaters are discarded 
in favour of swimwear, and the par-

ticipants begin to take the plunge.
Many don’t even hesitate – the ex-

ercise marks the end of a four-week 
programme in which they’ve pro-
gressively been exposed to the cold.

It began with water at 10C, fol-
lowed by a bath full of ice, before 
finally braving the frozen lake.

For two minutes they endure the 
icy water, concentrating on inhal-
ing and exhaling, which according 
to the adepts is the key to ignor-
ing the biting pangs of the freezing 
temperatures.

Once out, walking back to dry 
land presents another challenge, as 
the cold water makes most people’s 
legs go numb.

“There is this feeling of needles 
and everything starts itching a little 
bit,” Marco Pizzolato says, as he re-
turns from the hole in the ice.

When it comes to pain relief, the 
benefits of cold exposure have been 
known about since ancient times. 

However the practice has been 

gaining popularity among athletes 
for the last 15 years to help them 
recover faster from workouts and 
injuries.

‘All your worries’
Scientists however are not yet 

fully convinced.
“We need more research before we 

can say for sure that it helps,” Haukur 
Bjornsson, a doctor with the Icelan-
dic national football team, says.

“Cold water immersion is part of 
what is recommended to help with 
the recovery. But the most impor-
tant thing is sleep and nutrition, 
those are the only things for which 
we have some strong scientific 
proof,” Bjornsson adds.

Different forms of cold therapy 
have found favour among the gen-
eral public in recent years, with 
health clinics offering cryotherapy 
and fitness blogs preaching the 
benefits of cold showers.

Most public baths now too offer 

pools with water between two and 
10C.

But Andri Einarsson stresses that 
it takes practice to actually enjoy 
the experience.

“Everybody can go in an ice bath, 
sit there and . . . be tough. But sur-
rendering to it is totally a whole 
other ball game,” he says.

While the science of the Wim Hof 
Method is still not understood or 
universally accepted, those partici-
pants swore by its merits.

Ingvar Christiansen said that the 
practice “completely changed [his] 
life and way of thinking,” as he re-
covered from a trying time in his life 
where he battled weight, burnout 
and divorce proceedings. 

He now prefers cold baths to va-
cationing abroad.

“When I got out, I felt like I was 
coming home from a two-week 
vacation in Spain. You dump ev-
erything: all your worries, all your 
anxiety, it goes away.” AFP
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Instagram  
offers new 
ways to share 
and connect
INSTAGRAM unveiled a new feature 
Tuesday allowing users to connect more 
easily over video and shared content as 
part of a move to ease isolation stem-
ming from the coronavirus pandemic.

The Facebook-owned image-cen-
tric social network also announced 
new efforts to promote reliable con-
tent about the outbreak and stop the 
spread of misinformation 

Adam Mosseri, head of Instagram, 
told journalists the new “co-watching” 
feature allows people to connect around 
online content while video chatting.

This is becoming more important 
with many people around the world 
cut off from friends and family due 
to “shelter in place” orders.

“We can play a role in helping to sort 
of combat that loneliness,” he said.

The service with more than one bil-
lion users worldwide also announced it 
would ramp up efforts to deliver verified 
information and stamp out hoaxes.

Mosseri said the company is not 
seeing a coordinated misinforma-
tion effort but “bad advice,” and 
unproven remedies.

As a result, Instagram directs users 
to information from the World Health 
Organization and local health minis-
tries, according to a blog post.

Instagram said it would also add 
“stickers” that signify verified coronavi-
rus information and would remove con-
tent about health claims “unless posted 
by a credible health organization.”

The social network also said it 
would offer links to donations for 
nonprofit organizations and offer 
tips for social distancing.

The initiative follows similar efforts 
by Facebook on its core social plat-
form as well as on its Messenger and 
WhatsApp services and by other plat-
forms such as YouTube and Twitter.

More than two billion people use 
at least one of Facebook’s “family” of 
applications daily. AFP

Equipped with an axe, Andri Einarsson cuts a hole through sheets of ice on frozen lake of Kleifarvatn. AFP

Icelanders 
skip the hot 
springs  for 

ice baths
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Turks use cologne to keep coronavirus at bay 
I

N Turkey, sprinkling hands 
with cologne has long been 
a ritual for a visit to the bar-
ber, a meal at a restaurant 

or even a trip on the bus.
It is seen as a symbol of 

hospitality, as well as an aid 
to hygiene, in a country that 
sets great store by both.

Now Turkish cologne –  
found in almost every house-
hold, either in the fridge or 
a closet – is seeing unprece-
dented demand as a weapon 
in the fight against the novel 
coronavirus.

many Turks believe cologne, 
which has a high alcohol con-
tent, is effective in keeping 
hands and faces clean and 
thus warding off the risk of 
covid-19.

Long queues could be seen 
outside cologne shops in Is-
tanbul’s busy spice market, 
in the historic Eminonu dis-
trict, in early march before 
Turkey announced its first 
confirmed case.

Now shops and pharmacies 
have put up signs reading 
“cologne sold out”.

People are commonly seen 
sprinkling cologne into their 
hands in the middle of the 
street, while taxi drivers offer 
doses to their clients.

an association in the north-
western city of Izmit is deliv-
ering free cologne as well as 
bread to the elderly, local me-
dia reported.

Selling out
Eyup Sabri Tuncer, a lead-

ing traditional cologne mak-
er, said it has received tens 
of thousands of orders in re-
cent weeks.

“In order for a healthy deliv-
ery to the customers, we have 
temporarily suspended further 
online orders,” company offi-
cial atilla ariman said.

Bottles of cologne have 
flown off the shelves since 
health minister Fahrettin 
Koca urged Turks to use the 
liquid as an alternative hand 
sanitiser against the virus.

One user, Ilyas Gocdu, said 
he is using cologne three 
times more than before. “I 
believe it is more effective 
against germs as it contains 
alcohol,” he said.

Demand is so great that a 
black market has developed 
for both cologne and other 
hand sanitisers, with Istanbul 
police raiding a manufactur-
ing plant last week to con-
fiscate products made “un-
healthily”.

announcing his govern-
ment’s economic stimulus 
package last week, President 
recep Tayyip Erdogan said 

face masks as well as cologne 
would be handed out free to 
people aged 65 and over.

Turkey has so far recorded 
37 coronavirus-related deaths 
and 1,529 cases.

‘A good hand sanitiser’
Is the belief that cologne is 

effective against coronavirus 
grounded in science?

Professor Bulent Ertugrul, 

board member of the Turkish 
Society of clinical microbiology 
and Infectious Diseases, said 
alcohol can destroy the outer 
membrane of the coronavirus.

“as alcohol is a good sol-
vent, it destroys this lipid en-
velope,” he told aFP.

Ertugrul said the best 
protection against the new 
coronavirus is washing one’s 
hands after contact with the 

environment.
But he added: “If soap and 

water are not available, using 
a hand sanitiser that is at least 
60 percent alcohol can help.”

cologne fits the bill, he said. 
“as we know, cologne con-
tains at least 70 percent alco-
hol,” he said. 

“That’s why it is a good hand 
sanitiser against cOVID-19.” 
AFP

Delivery! One order 
of sunny skies and 
blue seas, please
“hErE is the ocean, everybody!” 
announced adam Duford, as his 
guided tour of Santa monica arrived 
at the world-famous beach.

But Duford was standing all alone on 
the california coast, with no tourists to 
be found, and making no money.

The image of the Pacific ocean was 
being broadcast live on social net-
works via his smartphone, with the 
crashing waves appearing pixelated 
and interrupted by bad signal.

The spread of the novel coronavirus 
has grounded flights and prompted 
a statewide “stay-at-home” order -- 
bids to prevent the disease’s spread 
that have crippled tourism. 

So Duford has been forced to park his 
open-top buses, and try a new approach 
to reach those locked in their homes.

“Without people, there is absolute-
ly no revenue to come in, so basically 
my strategy is just going into hiberna-
tion and being creative and produc-
tive... try to think positive,” the owner 
of Surf city Tours said.

“I hope everybody is safe and 
social distancing,” he said at the 
start of his virtual tour, which he 
plans to run every other day.

With a phone in one hand and 
notebook in the other, Duford began 
his tour on a pleasant spring day at 
“chez Jay,” the historic eatery where 
marilyn monroe and President John 
F. Kennedy used to meet.

he narrated the city’s development 
from the arrival of the Spanish 
through the construction of the pier 
which is visited by millions of people 
each year -- but is now closed due to 
the pandemic.

‘Escape’
california, the nation’s most popu-

lous state and the world’s fifth-largest 
economy, has suffered more than 
2,200 confirmed coronavirus cases, 
including at least 42 deaths.

This week, the beach is empty. It is 
a far cry from scenes at the weekend, 
when tens of thousands of califor-
nians ignored Governor Gavin New-
som’s order to stay at home.

On monday, Newsom ordered the 
closure of all parking lots at beaches 
and parks -- a “soft closure” to dis-
suade further visitors. 

It is another blow to the state’s tour-
ism sector, which injected more than 

$145 billion into the economy last 
year, according to Visit california.

The tourism non-profit was fore-
casting a 3.9 per cent growth this year 
before the virus struck.

Instead, the hollywood Walk of 
Fame lies deserted, with the final 
attempts to round up passengers for 
tours of the stars’ homes and 
hangouts abandoned last week.

“On a week like this, spring break 
is kicking into high gear, we would 

expect to have thousands of guests,” 
said Duford. 

he bought the company a year ago, 
and has seven vehicles which he expect-
ed to roll out by now. The two-hour 
tours start at $49, while the full five-and-
a-half-hour experiences cost $85.

Instead, he has had to lay off seven 
employees.

With no end to the lockdown in 
sight, Duford intends to continue 
with his virtual tours. The same tactic 

has been adopted by others, from the 
Pacific aquarium at Long Beach, with 
live animal webcams and talks, to the 
Getty center and Lacma museums, 
which run virtual tours. 

“I really hope that this brings a lot 
of joy to people that are stuck at 
home,” said Duford. 

“Obviously nothing will be equivalent 
to the real thing, but it’s just something 
I can do... for 30 minutes, escape from 
whatever real life is right now.”  AFP

A man receives a dose of cologne to sanitise his hands in Sultanahmet Square in Istanbul. AFP

Adam Duford gives a virtual tour on Instagram in Santa Monica, California. AFP
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Thai monks make masks out of plastic
a 

BuddhisT monk scrawls 
a prayer on an orange face 
mask beseeching “an end to 
the suffering” caused by the 

deadly coronavirus -- a finishing touch 
to the facial covering weaved out of re-
cycled plastic at one Thai temple.

The country has one of the high-
est numbers of confirmed cases in 
southeast asia, and over the week-
end infections doubled to 721 in a 
pandemic that has killed more than 
15,000 globally.

as borders close and public spac-
es shut down, a group of innovative 
monks near Bangkok are turning to 
their Buddhist faith in a bid to help 
contain the disease.

chak daeng temple is famous for 
a campaign led by its environmen-
tally conscious abbot to produce 
robes from the 15 tonnes of plastic 
bottles it receives every month.

monks and volunteers weave syn-
thetic fibres -- extracted from the 
plastic -- with cotton into piles of 
saffron-coloured cloth.

But abbot Pranom dhamma-
langkaro last month started pivot-
ing some of the production to mak-
ing face masks in a bid to protect 
people.

an extra filter layer is sewn on the 
inner lining which he says will shield 
users from potential spray droplets.

For additional peace of mind, Wat 
chak daeng’s “talisman master” can 
also write on the mask a Buddhist 
prayer, suggesting that “to know the 
problem is to find a way to end the 
suffering”.

many Buddhists believe finding 
the source of one’s troubles sets one 
on a path towards enlightenment, 
but abbot Pranom admits the prayer 
will not work for everyone.

“For those who don’t believe in 
this kind of thing, it won’t make any 
difference.”

after bouts of panic buying in 
the capital over the weekend, 
he also made a plea for Thais to 
abide by Buddha’s teachings and 
remain “conscientious” to get 
through the crisis.

in neighbouring myanmar -- 
whose zero case claim is being 
treated with increasing scepti-
cism -- Buddhist monks have also 
been praying hard to try to pro-
tect their nation.

One group even took to the skies 
over the weekend to sprinkle “holy 
water” from hot air balloons over the 
country’s cherished temple-strewn 
landscape of Bagan. AFP

Online gaming booms as virus lockdowns millions
When two spanish footballers 
took to the controls of “FiFa 20” 
after the coronavirus pandem-
ic saw their La Liga match can-
celled, a stadium-sized virtual 
audience watched online.

The huge digital crowd last 
week is part of a spectacular 
boom for the digital gaming 
industry, as record numbers 
flock to online servers for dis-
traction, entertainment and 
friendship with the “real world” 
seemingly falling apart.

real Betis striker Borja igle-
sias kicked the winning goal 
using his own digital likeness 
in the 6-5 battle against sevilla, 
which was broadcast on popu-
lar video game streaming plat-
form Twitch.

it took place at the same time 
the original derby had been 
scheduled, before spain’s pre-
mier tournament was post-

poned as part of containment 
measures that have also seen 
the country’s 46 million people 
largely confined to their 
homes.

“We do all of this to entertain 
all of you, so that you can be at 
home enjoying it, insofar as it 
is possible with this epidemic,” 
the host of the broadcast told 
his audience of 60,000.

nearly every country around 
the globe has reported cases of 
cOVid-19 infection, with fran-
tic efforts to contain the disease 
prompting the near total shut-
down of some of the world’s 
biggest cities. 

Online gaming has proved a 
welcome diversion for many 
people chafing at movement 
restrictions, the cancellation of 
countless public events and a 
relentless onslaught of news 
about the pandemic.

“it made me feel less depressed 
about being in a small space for 
a long time,” said Yang an, who 
was made to quarantine for two 
weeks in china after returning 
to shanghai from her home-
town last month.

she told aFP that she passed 
the time by playing for up to 
eight hours a day on her nin-
tendo switch handheld con-
sole.

Surging demand
internet providers have 

scrambled to shore up their 
networks in the face of surging 
demand.

Gaming traffic on Verizon’s 
network shot up an “unprece-
dented” 75 percent in the space 
of a week, the us telco said 
recently.

software companies have 
also rushed to accommodate a 

record number of users.
rockstar Games, publisher of 

the Wild West-themed adven-
ture title “red dead redemp-
tion”, promised players it would 
keep its online servers running 
smoothly after it told its global 
workforce to work from 
home.

The company also teased a 
roll-out of extra in-game activ-
ities to keep housebound play-
er glued to their controllers.

Online gaming communities 
could “go some of the way to 
create the public space that’s 
been lost” in the wake of the 
pandemic, said christian mcc-
rea, a media studies lecturer 
specialising in games at aus-
tralia’s rmiT university.

he pointed to Pokemon Go 
-- a smartphone game that 
became a worldwide phenom-
enon in 2016 when it lured mil-

lions of people onto the streets 
for a virtual monster hunt -- 
which was this month tweaked 
by its developer to make it 
easier for users to play at 
home.

‘Big impact’
mccrea said gaming habits 

were likely to see a massive 
transformation in the months 
ahead, with the prospect of fur-
ther economic ructions and 
long stretches of social isola-
tion looming on the horizon.

“Overall the big impact will 
be younger kids at home for 
months on end with parents 
out of work,” he told aFP. 
“Games will be at the centre of 
a lot of their spare time.”

Video games have long 
been blamed for a causing a 
suite of health issues, from 
repetitive strain injuries to 

eyesight problems.
The World health Organiza-

tion classified gaming addic-
tion as an illness in 2018, the 
same year china launched a 
crackdown on the industry on 
concerns that youngsters were 
spending too much time 
online.

But veteran gamers now 
ironically appear among those 
best-placed to navigate the 
pandemic and its impact on 
everyday life.

Twitch streamer “Loeya” told 
her million-plus fans in a 
broadcast last week that travel 
restrictions and school closures 
in her native sweden and else-
where were unlikely to alter her 
own mostly indoors, game-
heavy schedule. 

“Technically i self-quarantined 
myself, like, three years ago,” the 
22-year-old joked. AFP

Chak Daeng gained notoriety for turning plastic into robes. Now they’re turning plastic into masks. AFP

An extra filter layer is sewn on the inner lining to shield users from potential spray droplets. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Winery refuse
  5 “If I’ve told you ___  ...”
  9 The bounding main
 14 Mixed bag
 15 Word with “elbow” or “rumpus”
 16 Beatniks beat it
 17 Cool as a cucumber
 18 Credos
 19 Provide, as with some quality
 20 Embroiled, as in controversy
 22 Isn’t polite to
 23 Lie on the beach
 24 However, to poets
 26 Scholastic exhibitionist
 29 Equine vote?
 30 Arctic Circle inhabitant
 34 Make one body
 35 Half of an argument
 36 “The Morning Watch” author
 37 Volcano’s discharge
 38 Words that often follow “grab”
 39 Camping equipment
 40 Certain line-crosser
 41 DNA element
 42 Chop finely

 43 11,000-foot mount in Europe
 44 Make the tach needle move
 45 Taser target
 46 “___ circumstances beyond ...”
 48 Overnight site
 49 Great Plains river
 52 Court denizen
 57 Comptroller’s task
 58 Adviser of a sort
 59 Say confidently
 60 Diminutive being of folklore
 61 Jane’s Ms. Woodhouse
 62 Boggy earth
 63 Alleviating agent
 64 Grace follower
 65 Water whirl
DOWN
  1 Ridicule
  2 Hale who played the Skipper
  3 Really anger
  4 Isn’t exactly opportune
  5 Christie’s Express
  6 It’s plainly on your face
  7 A workbook could be one
  8 Abbr. on an ambulance
  9 West Indies witchcraft
 10 Contest for also-rans

 11 Pigskin receivers
 12 Chills and fever fit
 13 Regretful RSVPs
 21 Sandy beach feature
 22 Penned up, as pigs
 25 Spoon-shaped vessel
 26 It’s quickened by fear
 27 Bring into law
 28 Parlor piece
 31 Acting ambassador?
 32 Coins for Churchill
 33 One of the “Brady Bunch” kids
 35 Ghost-costume need
 38 What nouns and verbs must do
 42 Above-the-knee skirt
 45 Ceremonial doings
 47 Absolute, as nonsense
 49 Calendar unit
 50 ___ moth (pale-green insect)
 51 Commotions of Shakespearean 

proportions?
 53 “My Friend ___” (Martin-Lewis 

film of ’49)
 54 Close to fanatical
 55 Taped eyeglasses wearer
 56 Deuce follower, in cards
 58 Glittering valuable

“COME OUTSIDE” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution
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F
Or many in Japan, the 
postponement of the 
Olympics is a heart-
breaking necessity. But 

for a small and motley crew op-
posed to the Games altogether, 
it doesn’t go far enough.

“Damn it! We absolutely reject 
postponement. The Olympics 
should be cancelled and abol-
ished,” an umbrella group of 
anti-Games activists tweeted af-
ter the historic delay to the 2020 
Olympics was announced.

Just minutes before Tues-
day’s dramatic decision, trig-
gered by the coronavirus 
pandemic, a handful of activ-
ists gathered in central Tokyo 
holding one of their regular 
protests against the Games.

“We’ve been doing a month-
ly rally for various reasons. 
One of the things that most 
annoys me is the commercial-
ism of the event,” said 59-year-
old Toshio miyazaki, standing 
with protesters holding signs 
reading: “We are opposed to 
the Tokyo Olympics.”

miyazaki works for the To-
kyo city government, a key 
partner in organising the 2020 
Games, but he is vocal about 
his opposition to the event.

“The coronavirus situation 
is pushing them to postpone 
the Games, but I think Japa-
nese people should think 
twice about whether it is re-
ally necessary to host the 
Olympics,” he told aFP.

The prospect of hosting 
the Olympics remains largely 
popular in Japan, with 4.5 
million tickets already sold 
through an oversubscribed 
lottery system that was so 
popular it was expanded for 
an additional round.

In domestic surveys, only 
around 10 percent of respon-
dents think the Games should 
be cancelled, even with the 
global coronavirus pandemic 
stalking the globe.

and those who oppose the 
Games do so for a variety of 
reasons.

‘Recovery Olympics’
Kumiko Sudo, who was 

among the protesters out on 

Tuesday, said she was un-
comfortable with the nation-
alist undertones she feels are 
associated with the Games.

“hosting the Olympics was 
proposed to boost a sense of 
nationalism” by then-Tokyo 
governor Shintaro Ishikawa, 
she told aFP.

She was also angered by 
moves Tokyo made in the 
run-up to the Games, includ-
ing clearing out makeshift 
camps occupied by home-
less people.

Japan has billed the 2020 
Games as the “recovery Olym-
pics”, planning to showcase 
reconstruction in the north-
eastern parts of the country 
that were devastated by the 

2011 earthquake, tsunami and 
Fukushima nuclear disaster.

But some in the battered re-
gion oppose the Games, say-
ing the money spent would 
have been better directed to 
people forced to evacuate af-
ter the disaster.

“Tokyo landed the right to 
host the Games by calling it a 
‘reconstruction Olympics’... 
but that’s a phony discourse,” 
argued hiroki Ogasawara, 
a professor of sociology at 
Kobe University and co-au-
thor of a book on opposition 
to the Tokyo Games.

“holding the Olympics will 
not by itself rebuild the disas-
ter-hit area, it’s an attempt to 
pretend that these communi-

ties have been reconstructed 
with the holding of the Olym-
pic Games,” he told aFP.

The disaster-hit Tohuku re-
gion was set to feature prom-
inently in the Olympic torch 
relay, which was scheduled 
to begin Thursday but has 
now been postponed along 
with the Games.

Under the slogan “hope 
Lights Our Way”, the torch 
was supposed to set out from 
a Fukushima sports complex 
that became a staging ground 
for the response to the nucle-
ar disaster.

The nationwide relay route in-
cluded stops in towns that have 
only recently seen partial liftings 
of evacuation orders. AFP

NFL comissioner instructs all 
clubs to close team facilities
NFL commissioner roger Goodell has 
instructed clubs to close all team facil-
ities, stepping up league efforts to com-
bat the spread of new coronavirus.

according to a memo sent to all 
league clubs and reported on NFL.
com, the shutdowns will continue to 
at least april 8.

Goodell told the teams the rules are 
meant to “ensure that all clubs oper-
ate on a level playing field, and that 
the NFL continues to conduct itself 
in a responsible way at this time.”

all NFL clubs had already suspend-
ed normal business operations and 
barred players from team facilities 
unless they were there to receive 
medical treatment.

most if not all clubs had a limited 
number of staff working in their offic-
es even as health authorities around 
the United States recommended peo-
ple stay at home in a bid to slow the 
spread of the virus.

Now Goodell has told clubs that from 
Wednesday night the only personnel 
allowed at team facilities will be those 
providing ongoing medical treatment 
to players, and those required to main-
tain the security and operational capa-
bilities of the facilities.

Teams will still be free to conduct 
the signing of players, long-distance 
evaluation of draft prospects, ticket 
sales and other tasks preparing for 
the 2020 season.

“The challenges we face are not 
unique -- many businesses and indi-
viduals throughout the country are 
experiencing and addressing similar 
issues,” Goodell said. “Please be 
assured that the NFL is well-posi-
tioned to meet these operational 
challenges as we prepare to offer our 
fans and the country an outstanding 
2020 NFL season.”

The annual NFL draft of new talent 
is still scheduled to take place april 
23-24, although the public events 
surrounding the selection process 
that had been planned in Las Vegas 
have been cancelled.

The 2020 NFL season is due to 
begin on September 10. AFP    NFL commissioner Roger Goodell instructed all teams to close their team facilities. AFP

cancel them! Some want Olympics nixed

A man chats on his phone outside 
Japan National Stadium in Tokyo. AFP
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US athletes welcome Olympic postponement
U

NITED States ath-
letes welcomed the 
decision to postpone 
the Tokyo Olympics 

on Tuesday, exhaling a collec-
tive sigh of relief tinged with 
disappointment as they began 
to set their sights on 2021.

The deadly coronavirus 
pandemic has swept into all 
50 states of america, leaving 
US athletes’ years of care-
fully choreographed Olympic 
training plans in tatters.

Powerhouse swimmer Katie 
Ledecky, expected to be one of 
the stars of the Tokyo Games, 
had been left without a pool to 
train in as restrictions in cali-
fornia shut down the Stanford 
University facilities.

Track and field star Noah 
Lyles -- the reigning 200m 
world champion -- had been 
denied regular access to a 
running track. Instead Lyles, 
who suffers from allergies 
and asthma, had been forced 
to train in a Florida park.

Lyles and Ledecky’s problems 
had become all too common 
for US athletes, who found 
themselves torn between the 
need to comply with local 
regulations restricting non-
essential movement while si-
multaneously sticking to train-
ing regimens designed to help 
them prepare for Tokyo.

Lyles had no reservations 
about the decision to post-
pone the Games -- and vowed 
to be ready for Tokyo in 2021.

‘Safety first’
“Straight up I’m tired of 

hearing I’m sorry like my 
puppy just died,” Lyles wrote 
on Twitter. “We will overcome 
this like everything else and 
then go win the Gold in 2021!”

US sprint star allyson Felix, 
whose six Olympic golds are 
the most for any female track 
and field athlete, said the de-
lay won’t halt her bid for a last 
share of Games glory.

“I am not sure what the fu-
ture holds, but my goals have 
not changed,” she wrote in an 
article posted on Time.com.

“I still hope to experience 

the feeling of standing on that 
podium in 2021 and I hope 
my journey to try to get back 
there will inspire you to keep 
moving forward.”

In a later interview with 
NBc, Lyles said the safety of 
athletes was paramount.

“The last thing we want is for 
anybody to get sick,” Lyles told 
NBc. “I can train for another 
year, but if the whole world 
goes through a crisis and ev-
erybody gets sick, we won’t 
have an Olympics at all.”

Lyles had already achieved a 
qualifying standard to compete 
in Tokyo. But the 22-year-old 

believes many athletes would 
have missed out through not 
being able to train properly 
had the games gone ahead.

“It would have been very 
hard for a lot of us to even get 
a qualifying time,” he said.

Ledecky described an in-
creasingly fraught hunt for fa-
cilities after her regular training 
pool at Stanford was closed.

She went seven days with-
out putting a toe in the wa-
ter, and finally swam over the 
weekend in a private pool in 
someone’s backyard.

“at certain points there were 
times we didn’t know if can-

cellation was still on the table 
or if there could be a post-
ponement until the end of this 
year or some other time,” she 
told The Washington Post. “It’s 
good to have clarity now.

‘Sneaking around’
Ledecky’s US swimming 

teammate Nathan adrian 
spoke of mixed emotions after 
learning of the postponement.

“Disappointment, obvious-
ly, because we’d be training 
for four years...but then the 
other side of the coin is re-
lief,” said adrian, 31, who had 
been targeting a fourth Olym-

pic Games appearance.
adrian, who underwent sur-

gery for testicular cancer last 
year, is from Washington state, 
the initial epicenter of the 
cOVID-19 crisis in the US.

“my parents are still up there 
along with my brother and sis-
ter. and my parents are in the 
risk category. I feel guilty if 
I’m trying to go out and train, 
sneaking around trying to find 
a gray area that allows me to 
get into a pool or lift some 
weights,” he told NBc.

Other athletes took a defi-
ant stance, immediately turn-
ing their attention to a Tokyo 

Olympics sometime in 2021.
“We train hard. We put our 

blood, sweat and tears into 
this,” said Emma coburn, 
the 2017 women’s steeple-
chase world champion. “Our 
dreams are not cancelled, 
they are just postponed.”

rai Benjamin, the 400m 
hurdles silver medalist at last 
year’s World championships, 
acknowledged disappoint-
ment in a social media post.

“This was ThE year. The work, 
the sacrifice, the determination, 
but I understand,” Benjamin 
wrote. “Everyone stay safe and 
Tokyo we’ll see you soon.”

Shearer: Kane ‘will be off’ if Spurs don’t win trophies
TOTTENham forward harry 
Kane will leave the club next 
year if they fail to win a trophy 
in that time, Premier League 
all-time top-scorer alan Shear-
er has warned.

Kane is yet to lift silverware 
in his career despite an eye-
catching goalscoring record 
for both club and country.

The England captain has not 
played since January due to a 
serious hamstring injury and 
was on the losing side as Tot-
tenham lost to Liverpool in last 
season’s champions League 
final.

That is the closest the 
26-year-old has come to major 
honours and Shearer feels it 
may be time to move on if that 
does not change in the coming 
months.

“my guess is, if he doesn’t 
win anything in the next 12 
months then he has to leave,” 
Shearer told the match of the 
Day: Top 10 podcast.

“he’ll do another year, I think, 

and if nothing comes in terms 
of trophies, then he’ll be off.”

Shearer sits at the top of the 
Premier League scoring charts 
with 260 goals.

asked if Kane, currently on 
136 goals, could one day over-
take his tally, the former Black-
burn and Newcastle striker 
said: “It depends on his fitness, 
where he is and what success 
he’s had at whatever club he’s 
at -- whether that’s at Spurs or 
somewhere else.

“It’s going to be hard for him. 
he’s on 136 and there’s a lot of 
‘ifs’ being asked -- if he stays 
fit or if he stays in the Premier 
League. It’s going to be tough, 
but it’s going to go one day.”

Kane has said he is on track 
to be fit when the Premier 
League returns, urging people 
to “stay safe” during the coro-
navirus crisis.

he has been sidelined since 
suffering a torn hamstring ten-
don in Tottenham’s New Year’s 
Day defeat at Southampton.

US swimmer Katie Ledecky was expected to be one of the stars of the Tokyo Games. AFP  

Tottenham forward Harry Kane has yet to raise a major trophy in his illustrious career. ADRIAN DENNIS AFP
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