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Niem Chheng

SEVEN Chinese medical 
experts arrived in the Kingdom 
on Monday to help fight Cov-
id-19 head-on, as more cases 
were found in the Kingdom 
over the last few days.

The team is led by Ai Xiang, the 
deputy director of the Health-
care Department at Guangxi 

Zhuang Autonomous Region, 
who also brought along 7,000 
pairs of disposable latex gloves, 
over 100,000 medical masks, 
5,000 N95 protective masks, and 
5,000 disposable work hats.

They also donated to the 
Kingdom 4,000 disposable 
boot covers, 1,300 anti-pene-
tration gowns, 1,250 medical 
protective clothing, 2,080 

medical face shields, 50 infra-
red temperature sensors, and 
2,280 medical protective gog-
gles, said the Ministry of 
Health in a press release.

“This is the cooperation 
between siblings during hard-
ship, led by Samdech Techo, 
Prime Minister of Cambodia 
and Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping. This shows the share of 

sorrow and love between Chi-
nese and Cambodian people,” 
Minister Mam Bun Heng said 
at the Phnom Penh Interna-
tional Airport upon welcom-
ing the delegation.

The Chinese embassy said 
on Facebook that the medical 
experts were the first team of
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Niem Chheng

P
RIME Minister Hun 
Sen has ordered pro-
vincial authorities 
throughout the King-

dom to use temporarily closed 
schools as makeshift hospitals 
and has told relevant officials to 
prepare facilities there for the 
treatment of Covid-19 patients.

His order comes as three 
more Covid-19 cases were 
reported on Monday, raising 

Cambodia’s tally to 87.
Hun Sen said: “We will have to 

use schools to treat the patients. 
In some provincial towns and 
places, we will take over schools 
and turn them into hospitals.

“We will organise and pre-
pare water and electricity at 
the locations, and we must 
now focus on setting up these 
makeshift hospitals.

“Buildings that have a good 
capacity will be taken over. 
Police, soldiers and military 

police will all work together to 
help us undertake this task.”

Meanwhile, Cham Yeam 
border checkpoint officials 
in Koh Kong province said 
before Thai border closures 
came into effect on Monday 
morning, only 100 Cambodi-
ans returned to Cambodia.

Due to the limited number, 
medical officials managed 
to check all of them passing 
through the border. 

But an official at Daung or 

Lem International Check-
point in Battambang prov-
ince who asked not to be 
named said on the day of the 
border closure, around 1,000 
migrant workers rushed onto 
Cambodian soil unchecked 
by medical staff. 

Communicable Disease Con-
trol Department (CDC) director 
Ly Sovann said on Monday that 
officials and medical staff do

Schools cum hospitals, 
1,000 back unchecked
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Chinese experts to the rescue

Egyptian 
forces 
‘torture’ 
children
HUMAN Rights Watch (HRW) 
on Monday accused Egyp-
tian security forces of tortur-
ing children in jails, saying it 
was typical of “the brutal 
security tactics” employed by 
the North African state.

In a 43-page report, HRW 
and Egyptian rights group 
Belady documented alleged 
abuses against 20 children 
between the ages of 12 and 17.

They called on the US, 
France and other European 
countries to halt arms sup-
port to Egyptian security 
forces “until Egypt takes 
measurable steps to end the 
abuses and hold accountable 
those responsible”.

The rights groups accused 
the police, the interior minis-
try’s National Security Agency 
and the military of wide-rang-
ing abuses including arbitrary 
arrests, enforced disappear-
ances, beatings, waterboard-
ing and electrocution.

“The children’s accounts of 
torture and other abuse are 
typical of the brutal security 
tactics that Human Rights 
Watch, Belady and other 
organisations have docu-
mented against children and 
adults detained for alleged 
political or security offences 
in hundreds of cases since 
2014,” the groups said.

Fifteen of the 20 children 
whose testimonials were 
compiled in the report said 
they were tortured in pre-trial 
detention, usually during 
interrogation while held 
incommunicado. Others 
reported torture with electric-
ity including with stun guns.

“Children are describing 
being waterboarded and 
electrocuted on their 
tongues and genitals, and 
yet Egypt’s security forces 
are facing no consequenc-
es,” said Bill Van Esveld, 
HRW associate children’s 
rights director.

The report also docu-
mented how children were 
held with adults in over-
crowded cells and denied 
adequate food as well as 
medical care.

Egypt’s interior ministry 
could not be immediately 
reached for comment but 
authorities systematically 
deny allegations of torture 
in prisons. AFP

the Chinese embassy said the medical experts were the first team of its kind to be sent to an asean country to aid the virus fight. HENG CHIVOAN



Soth Koemsoeun

MORE than 30 families in two 
villages in Kratie province have 
proposed the restoration of a 
10ha natural lake named Boe-
ung Ron to store water and 
irrigate the surrounding lakes.

The request was approved by 
the authorities, but they 
required the owner to com-
plete the application in accord-
ance with the law.

Horm Sophea, a representa-
tive of the 30 families said due 
to changing weather condi-
tions, the Boeng Ron lake had 
dried up two or three years 
ago, and people asked the 
authorities to facilitate a com-
pany to make a three to four-
metre deep reservoir for use in 
the dry season.

He said the people wanted 
a private company to do the 
digging and sell the soil. But 
the company agreed to restore 
this lake by doing the work 
pro bono.

“We want the company to 
help restore the 10ha lake and 
we want them to sell the soil 
as compensation. It is a win-
win situation so they said will 
do it for free,” Sophea said.

Tao Channa, Krakor com-
mune chief in Kratie province, 
said on Sunday that the author-
ities had approved the restora-
tion of the Boung Ron lake.

However, it’s required that 
the company owner applies 
for a licence from the Provin-
cial Department of Mines and 
Energy first, before it gets the 
right to do business and legal-
ly restore the lake.

Channa said the machine 
owners don’t have a proper 
licence for doing business yet, 
as in the past these machines 
were rented for small farm 
work by the villagers.

But he did not know the 
owners’ names. “We also 
want to restore the lake, but 

they didn’t have the proper 
licence because they did little 
business so far.

“Therefore, the provincial 
officials have temporarily sus-
pended the machines in order 
to let the owners obtain a 
proper licence from the rele-
vant body,” he said.

Kratie provincial governor 
Sek Bunheng said he visited 
the site and supported the res-
toration of the lake. He valued 
the villagers’ suggestion to 
store water for use in dry sea-
sons, but the owners had not 
yet obtained permission to 
operate the machinery. 

He said the lake has very lit-
tle water at the moment, which 
is not enough for people to 
use, so it must be restored. 
“There is an abundance of 
water in the rainy season. If we 
make deeper reservoirs, we 
will have much more water for 
people to use,” he said. 

The provincial fisheries 
administration director, Sean 
Kin, said the restoration of 
the lake does not affect the 
natural resources, but it helps 
the people farm.

“I already examined the lake 
and it does not affect the envi-
ronment there. I think it will 
be good to grow water lilies or 
other relevant plants after it 
has been restored,” he said.

The Post was unable to con-
tact the machinery owners 
for comment.

In addition, the villagers also 
asked Bun Thoeun Company 
to construct a road with a 
proper drainage system. They 
said constructing a road with 
drainage would help reduce 
floods in the rainy season 
which affect their homes, 
schools and pagoda that is 
about 100m from the lake.

National
2 THE PHNOM PENH POST  MaRCH  24, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Ry Sochan

JaPaN is providing $310 
million in development 
aid to Cambodia to help 
bolster the country’s 

economy. about $42.7 million 
will be delivered as aid, while 
the rest will be packaged into 
soft loans which Cambodia 
has to repay, but on very fa-
vourable terms.

a signing ceremony will take 
place with Prime Minister Hun 
Sen, Minister of Foreign affairs 
and International Cooperation 
Prak Sokhonn, and Japanese 
ambassador to Cambodia Ma-
sahiro Mikami attending.

a Monday press release 
from the foreign affairs minis-
try outlined how some of the 
aid money will be spent – $31 
million to expand the water 
supply system in Takhmao, 
Kandal province; $9 million 
for mine clearance and land-
mine victim assistance; and 
$2.7 million to fund an eco-
nomic and social develop-
ment programme.

The press release also said 
the soft loan projects will in-
volve improvements to three 
sections of National Road 5 
and cost a total of $267.5 mil-
lion. They include stretches of 
road between Thlea Ma’am 
and Battambang, Sri Sophorn 
and Poipet, and Prek Kdam 
and Thlea Ma’am.

“This grant aid and loan 
assistance extended by the 
government of Japan will sig-
nificantly contribute to pro-
moting economic and social 
development in the Kingdom 
and further strengthen the 
bonds of friendship and coop-
eration between the two na-
tions,” the press release said.

The massive aid project 
comes on the heels of the 
Grant assistance for Grass-
roots Human Security Proj-
ects (Kusanone Grant), anoth-
er Japanese-funded venture 
which was announced in a 

March 20 press release.
The initiative is the latest 

of Japan’s Kusanone projects, 
which were first created in 
1991 to further Cambodia’s 
development.

Issued by the Japanese em-
bassy in Cambodia, it said Japan 
pledges to provide $312,417 to 
carry out four projects. 

The first will be the con-
struction of a maternity ward 
at the Kampong Lapov Health 
Centre in Battambang prov-
ince, costing $85,799.

after the project is complet-
ed, more than 100 women are 
expected to have access to its 
maternity services.

The second project is the 
construction of a new health 
centre in Ratanakkiri province 
costing $90,518. Through this 
project, some 3,500 people will 

have access to quality medical 
services which the health cen-
tre will provide.

The third project will improve 
irrigation in Pre Veng province 
by repairing canals and build-
ing drainage structures. It will 
cost $88,370. More than 1,000 
residents will benefit from in-
creased rice crop production 
and improvements to a dam in 
the area will make it easier to 
transport crops for sale.

The last project will be the 
installation of “manufactur-
ing assistive devices” at the 
association for aid and Relief, 
Wheel Chair for Development. 
With increased manufactur-
ing potential, it is believed the 
$47,730 project will benefit 
more than 700 people with 
disabilities.

Mikami said the Japanese 

Embassy in Cambodia has 
completed 632 projects under 
Kusanone. 

“Cambodia has been de-
veloping rapidly. However, 
I also acknowledge that 
some problems remain to be 
solved to raise people’s liv-
ing standards.

“Japan will continue to con-
tribute to the solution of those 
challenges through the frame-
work of economic collabora-
tion and other developments, 
including Kusanone,” he said.

On March 19, Japan granted 
around $400,000 to Cambodia 
for the construction of aca-
demic buildings in three prov-
inces – Ratanakkiri, Kratie and 
Mondulkiri.  a water supply 
system in Pursat province’s 
Raing Kvang village was also 
built as part of the project.

Japan offers $310M in grants, 
loans to boost development

Fire in petrol 
bunker sees 
three injured
Kim Sarom 

a 12-YEaR-OLD boy and two adults were 
burnt by a petrol container explosion at 
Ou ambel commune, Serei Sophoan dis-
trict, in Banteay Meanchey province on 
Sunday.

Serei Sophoan police chief Sy Dy said 
on Monday that San Vireak Vitou, 12, 
was injured in both legs, while Kim 
Phla, 49, and Duch Chan Heng, 20, sus-
tained minor injuries.

“The three are from the same family 
and their injuries are not life-threaten-
ing,” he said.

The boy’s uncle Nguon Songorm, 33, 
said selling petrol is the family business. 
On Sunday, their neighbour was burning 
rubbish near their house. Because the 
houses were blocked by a wall, Songorm 
did not notice the fire.

all of a sudden, a piece of ash flew to 
his gasoline container which caught 
fire immediately. His nephew was 
standing nearby so the flame scalded 

his legs. The boy’s father used six fire 
extinguishers to put out the fire.

“The fire would have spread to other 
houses if my family had not put it out,” 
said Songorm.

His nephew, Vireak Vitou, is admitted 
at Mongkol Borei Referral Hospital in 
Mongol Borei district. His condition is 
not as serious as he only sustained mi-
nor injuries to his legs. The family will 
not take the matter any further because 
it was just an accident, he said.

In a separate incident, a fire broke out at 

a rice drying facility at Thma Koul district, 
in Battambang province. Ou ambel com-
mune police chief Puth Than said the inci-
dent happened at 10:10am on Sunday. 

The owner of the facility, Kim Savuth, 
was burning rice shells to dry rice when 
the fire got too big and burnt the rice in-
stead, he said.

authorities used a fire engine to put 
out the flames, while the facility owner 
used 10 fire extinguishers.

Local media aNN reported that some 
20 tonnes of rice was destroyed.

Japan’s Kusanone initiative has helped orchestrate 632 projects in Cambodia, all aimed at furthering the 
country’s development at the grassroots level. Japanese embassy 

Families propose  
lake restoration 
in Kratie province

The explosion injured a 12-year-old boy and two adults. supplied 
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not have the capacity to quar-
antine all cambodians who 
re-entered the country and 
that it should be exercised on 
a voluntary basis.

“Please be advised that you 
can be positive for covid-19 
without showing any symp-
toms. Therefore, everyone 
should voluntarily self-quar-
antine.

“Take measures to avoid 
friends and family members 
in close contact. Use separate 
medical equipment, towels, 
scarves and eat separately,” 
he stressed.

he also requested that vil-
lage and commune authori-
ties, station police chiefs, and 
community leaders and vol-
unteers promote self-quaran-
tine in their communities.

“Until now, we have still not 
seen evidence that there are 
infections in communities. 
however we must be vigi-
lant,” he said.

Banteay meanchey pro-
vincial health department 
director Keo Sopheaktra said 
on monday that he and a 
working group were checking 

nearly 1,000 migrant workers 
from Thailand for covid-19.

“We are preparing to ask 
permission from Samdech 
[hun Sen] to allow them to 
proceed to their provinces.  
There are many people here, 
numbering nearly 1,000. We 
are conducting health checks 
on everyone,” he said.

according to the ministry 
of Interior website, meetings 
were called across all prov-
inces to discuss measures to 
stop covid-19.

Preah Sihanouk provincial 
governor Kouch chamroeun 
said at a meeting: “If it is not 
absolutely necessary, all people 
should stay in their respective 
homes to keep safe and pre-
vent the spread of covid-19. We 
are also advising all officials to 
work online and on the phone 
and not come into work.”

Phnom Penh governor 
Kuong Sreng appealed to dis-
trict officials on monday to 
keep migrant workers in quar-
antine for the number of days 
instructed by the ministry of 
health.  Officials were also 
urged to contact local medi-
cal officials if they suspected 
any cases of covid-19.

Voun Dara

ThE ministry of Environ-
ment and the World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF) have decided to 
suspend a physical meeting 
to celebrate Earth hour 2020 
on march 28. Instead, it will 
be celebrated online through 
the ministry and the organi-
sation’s Facebook, in light of 
the covid-19 pandemic.

ministry secretary of state 
and spokesman Neth Pheaktra 
told The Post on monday that 
the celebration of Earth hour 
would be moved online to pre-
vent spreading the virus.

“We will celebrate it on so-
cial media due to the covid-
19 issue as it is not appropri-
ate to hold gatherings during 
this time,” he said.

Pheaktra said Earth hour 
2020 was of extreme impor-
tance because it serves as a 
reminder to reflect on the im-
portance of the environment.

It also highlights critical is-
sues such as environmental 
degradation, green energy 
and plastic use and moving 
towards more environmen-
tally sustainable livelihoods.

he said the ministry is ap-
pealing to people to join the 
celebration in their respective 
homes by switching off their 
lights for an hour from 8pm 
to 9pm.

“This day is one for people 
to show their appreciation for 
the earth. We want people to 
participate in the protection 
of the earth.

“We must use this day to 
reflect on how we can bet-
ter treat the earth, such as by 
reducing our plastic use and 
taking measures to lower our 

carbon footprint,” he said.
The ministry, alongside its 

partner organisations, will 
celebrate Earth 2020 online 
on social media and we in-
vite people to join us and 
participate to create a better 
world,” he said.

WWF cambodia communi-
cations director Tep asnarith 
said on monday that Earth 
hour 2020 is a social and en-
vironmental event held every 
year by millions of people 
around the world, including 
those in cambodia.  

“This day is an opportu-
nity for all ordinary people to 
celebrate and appreciate the 
environment and nature, and 
commit themselves to actions 
that will bring about positive 
change. Earth hour unites all 
people to respect and protect 
our earth,” he said.

asnarith said because this 
year’s celebration is to be 
marked online, WWF cam-
bodia had chosen its formal 
Facebook page to spread 
news of the campaign. The 
ministry of Environment and 
other collaborative partners 
will also join in spreading and 
sharing the campaign.

WWF cambodia country 
director Seng Teak said in a 
four-minute video clip that 
Earth hour was a major en-
vironmental movement that 
was first held in 2007 in Syd-
ney, australia. Now 180 coun-
tries across the world cele-
brate the event annually.

“We encourage students, 
youths, private enterprises, 
NGOs, associations, state in-
stitutions and all people to 
do something positive for the 
earth on this day,” he said.

ministry asks people to 
quarantine voluntarily

Earth hour 2020 
celebrations to move 
online over virus fear

Factories pressured to close 
amid pandemic concerns 

covid-19 app contest launched

Long Kimmarita

P
rESSUrE is mount-
ing to keep workers 
living in Phnom Penh 
at home as covid-19 

infections spread across the 
country.

ministry of Labour and Vo-
cational Training spokesman 
heng Sour told The Post that 
as of march 20, more than 50 
factories had filed for work 
suspension, affecting nearly 
30,000 workers.

collective Union of move-
ment of Workers (cUmW) 
president Pav Sina told The 
Post on monday that the total 
may be even higher than that. 
he said the suspensions were 
caused by a lack of raw materi-
als in some cases and a lack of 
buyers in others.

however, Sina said the sus-
pensions could work in the 
employees’ favour. “Work 
suspension is good at the mo-
ment. Even though workers 
will face some financial dif-
ficulties, they might be safe 
from covid-19 infections.

“Given the situation now, 
workers don’t seem to want 
to work as they are worried 
about the spread of covid-19. 
This disease is continuing to 
escalate,” he said.

National Trade Union con-
federation (NTUc) presi-
dent Fa Saly said on monday 
that the NTUc would like 
to appeal to the cambodian 
government, especially the 
ministry of Labour and Voca-
tional Training, to temporari-
ly stop workers at workshops, 
factories and enterprises in 
Phnom Penh to mitigate the 
risk of spreading covid-19.

he said covid-19 had caused 
workers in the capital to worry. 
many of them don’t practice 
good hygiene in the workplace 
or during meals, which is why 
suspending work is important 
to mitigate the risk of spread-
ing the disease, Saly said.

“Workers mingle and eat 
meals together.  They don’t 
learn much about practising 
good hygiene and there’s not 
enough hand washing alco-
hol or soap in factories and 
enterprises.

“When eating food outside, 
there isn’t soap and water for 
them to wash their hands. Food 
is insanitary. The food is han-
dled by one person to another, 
including vendors. That is a 

challenging problem,” he said. 
Last monday, Sour an-

nounced at a press confer-
ence that covid-19 would 
force around 200 factories to 
close due to a shortage of raw 
materials. This, he said would 
mean some 160,000 work-
ers could face joblessness in 
march and april.

On February 24, Prime min-
ister hun Sen announced that 
all workers employed by sus-
pended factories should receive 
at least 60 per cent of the mini-
mum wage. Employers would 
be required to pay 40 per cent 
while the government would 
provide the other 20 per cent.

Bun Vann, an employee 
at a factory in Phnom Penh 

told The Post on monday that 
worries over covid-19 were 
felt by all workers.  But some 
didn’t want the factories to be 
closed or suspended because 
they wouldn’t be able to cope 
with the loss of income.

“I am worried about it, but 
I don’t want the factories to 
close.  all workers owe banks 
money. So, they will run into a 
lot of difficulties. We are wor-
ried about factory closures and 
we are afraid of the coronavirus. 
Only a small number of workers 
want the factories to be closed.

“We’re also worried that the 
European community won’t 
place orders for our goods. 
These are overlapping prob-
lems,” he said.

Voun Dara

ThE ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sport launched 
a competition on monday 
to encourage students and 
the public to create a mobile 
phone app that can be used to 
send and receive the latest in-
formation about covid-19. 

a notice signed by minis-
ter hang chuon Naron said 
the competition, dubbed the 
“Khmer Education covid-
19 app”, has been launched 
as part of the ministry’s re-
search, creativity and innova-
tion funding. 

“The main aim of the 
competition is to create the 
‘Khmer Education covid-19 
app’ that can be installed in 
smartphones across iOS and 
android platforms,” the no-
tice said.

It said those who are inter-
ested in entering the compe-
tition would need to write a 
concept note detailing their 
unique ideas for the app. The 
ministry said the programme 
is also open to the public.

Individuals and groups are 
welcome to enter regardless 
of their previous experience 
or skill-sets.

The ministry hopes that by 

inviting a wider range of people 
to participate in the competi-
tion, it can get a broader mix of 
ideas to aid in its creation.

The notice said the ministry 
will select the first and second-
best individual or group entries, 
which will be rewarded up to 40 
million riel ($9,812) and two 
million riel ($490) respectively, 
along with certificates of appre-
ciation.

The ministry also outlined 

a series of functions required 
for successful entries.

It said the app would need to 
provide at least five informa-
tion services such as general 
news on the virus, the history 
of covid-19 epidemiology, 
signs and symptoms, diagno-
sis and prevention.

The ministry also requires 
that the app has the capabil-
ity to be updated.

It said the app needed to 

be updatable in order to con-
tinue providing new informa-
tion being disseminated by 
the government and special-
ist institutions regarding the 
disease.

The ministry also suggested 
that the app include the ability 
to monitor and track the dis-
ease’s movement and log users’ 
movements and travel history.

It said other features could 
include facial recognition, 
a messaging platform and a 
way to report suspected cases 
of covid-19.

The ministry said candi-
dates would need to include 
further resources with respect 
to these suggestions in order 
to boost innovation.

applicants can apply in 
Khmer and English via event@
moeys.gov.kh by april 15.

regarding covid-19, ministry 
spokesman ros Soveacha said 
“Please look at disseminating 
measures to promote personal 
hygiene at all levels.

“Please refer to the relevant 
sources of information re-
garding measures on how to 
prevent and stop the spread of 
covid-19 issued by the minis-
tries of Education, and health, 
and the World health Organi-
sation,” he said.

Ministry of Labour and Vocational Training spokesman Heng Sour said as of March 20, more than 50 factories 
had filed for work suspension, affecting nearly 30,000 workers. hong menea 

 Education ministry Hang Chuon Naron over Digital literacy of Cambodia 
context Industry at CKCC. hean ransey 



Continued from page 1

its kind to be sent by China to 
an Asean country to share 
experiences in the fight against 
the virus. They would advise 
and treat the patients.

Communicable Disease Con-
trol Department (CDC) direc-
tor Ly Sovann said China had 
been a success story in com-
bating the virus, and he hoped 
the visiting experts would share 
those experiences.

“Our officials will learn from 
their knowledge and experi-
ence to implement them effec-
tively in our country.

“We will inform them of 
what we have done and we will 
seek their recommendations, 
including how to discover new 
cases, treat those who had 
contact with patients, and on 
laboratory work.

“So far, we have only one 
laboratory. We want to extend 
it to many other places and we 
need their advice on hospital 
management,” said Sovann.

He said the duration of their 
stay in the kingdom is unknown 
thus far and that Cambodia may 
ask them to extend it.

On Saturday, China Daily 
reported that the testing of vac-
cine for the novel coronavirus 
had kicked off with clinical tri-
als. It said, “the clinical trial was 
filed in the Chinese Clinical 
Trial Registry on March 17”.

Also, in its Facebook post last 
Wednesday, the Chinese 
Embassy in Phnom Penh said 

the Covid-19 vaccine devel-
oped by a team led by top epi-
demiologist Chen Wei of Chi-
na’s Academy of Military 
Medical Sciences “was 
approved to launch clinical tri-
als in China on Monday”.

“China has finished the pre-
liminary preparation work for 
producing safe, effective and 
qualified Covid-19 vaccines on 
a large scale according to 
international standards and 
domestic regulations,” the 
Embassy said.

While the vaccine’s devel-
opment was highly welcomed 
by many, a few were con-
cerned it would also be tested 
in Cambodia.

Asked if this would be so, 

Sovann said: “They are in the 
first phase of developing and 
testing it. Normally, testing of 
medicines or vaccines takes 
approximately six months 
after development, following 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) recommendations.

“Before we can use that vac-
cine, it needs to be acknowl-
edged by the WHO. I want to 
stress that while there has been 
news that this or that country 
has found the cure, no such 
claim has been recognized by 
the WHO,” he stressed.

As of Monday, the CDC said 
87 cases of Covid-19 have been 
confirmed as positive in Cam-
bodia, with two patients hav-
ing recovered.
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Kim Sarom 

THE Court of Appeal in Svay 
Rieng province on Monday up-
held the decision to sentence 
Kong Mas, a former Cambodia 
National Rescue Party (CNRP) 
member, to serve a one-and-a-
half year prison sentence after 
he was found guilty of insult-
ing the government and incit-
ing violence.

Court documents say the 
32 year-old Mas created five 
Facebook accounts and used 
them to post offensive mes-
sages about government 
leaders from April to October 
2018, in Phnom Penh.

Mas said outside the court-
room that he could not ac-
cept the decision, because 
although he pleaded guilty, 
his request for minimal 
punishment wasn’t grant-
ed. “I will talk to my lawyer 
and appeal to the Supreme 
Court,” he said.

Mas’ wife said the court did 
not give her husband justice 
because he hadn’t harmed 
society.

Former CNRP leaders Sam 
Rainsy, Ho Vann, and Kak 
Kuphea were sentenced to one 
year and eight months in pris-
on as well for sharing content 
from Mas’ Facbeook page.

Kong Mas 
prison 
sentence 
upheld 

Road traffic accidents see reduction 
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

T
HE National Road 
Safety Committee 
(NRSC) said since 
the new traffic sub-

decree was implemented, 
there has been a considerable 
drop in road traffic accidents 
thus far in March compared 
to February. 

NRSC spokesman Chhuon 
Von said since the govern-
ment introduced stricter 
traffic law enforcement, in-
creased the presence of traffic 
police at key crash hotspots 
and implemented the higher 
fines for violations, traffic ac-
cidents have dropped consid-
erably.

“So far in March, traffic ac-
cidents have killed 109 peo-
ple and injured another 289. 
This number has dropped 
compared to February where 
there were 139 killed and 383 
injured in road accidents,” 
he said.

He said of the 383 who were 
killed or injured, 243 were not 
wearing helmets.

However, fears over the Covid-
19 outbreak, he said, may also 
have contributed to the decline 
in the accident rate.

Asia Injury Prevention Foun-
dation director Kim Pagna told 
The Post on Monday that after 
prevention measures to stem 
the spread of Covid-19 were 
disseminated by the Minis-
try of Health and the World 
Health Organisation (WHO), 
there had been a significant 

decrease in traffic.
“What we want is for every-

one to obey traffic laws as they 
prevent accidents, rather than 
being afraid only in front of the 
traffic policeman and violating 
the law behind his back.

“We need to respect traf-
fic laws and implement ac-
cident prevention measures 
regularly, just the same as we 
practice our hygiene to pre-

vent diseases. To make the 
people follow traffic accident 
prevention measures, every-
one must participate.

“Everyone should support 
and practice obedience to traf-
fic laws, and educate those who 
do not practice it,” he said.

The Ministry of Rural De-
velopment’s Traffic Safety 
Education Project direc-
tor, Kong Sovann, said local 

communities undergoing 
traffic law education were 
part of a wider movement to 
get people involved in traffic 
law enforcement in Cambo-
dia.

On March 17, the govern-
ment issued a new sub-de-
cree on temporary fines for 
road traffic violations in the 
Kingdom. 

Sovann said according to the 

sub-decree, motorcyclists who 
do not wear helmets will be 
fined 60,000 riel ($15), while 
drunk drivers will be fined 
75,000-150,000 riel ($20 to 40$).

However he said so far, few 
people were aware of the full 
scope of the sub-decree. 

Therefore he urged people, 
not only officials or govern-
ment agencies, but civil soci-
ety personnel and the private 
sector to help disseminate 
the new sub-decree widely in 
their communities.

“According to the experi-
ence of developed countries, 
enforcing harsher fines is the 
only way to enforce the law 
most effectively,” he said.

Sovann said the decrease 
in traffic accidents during 
the last few weeks was due to 
three factors – the enforce-
ment of traffic laws, the new 
sub-decree, and the govern-
ment’s outbreak prevention 
measures regarding Covid-19.

“People are afraid of con-
tracting Covid-19 and therefore 
staying indoors. At the same 
time, the traffic police have put 
in place strict traffic enforce-
ment mechanisms. The release 
of a new sub-decree has sig-
nificantly reduced the rate of 
traffic accidents too.

“However, it is only obey-
ing traffic laws regularly that 
will reduce accidents. Reduc-
ing our road mortality rates is 
a priority to achieve the UN 
plan of reducing the death 
rate on our roads to zero by 
2030,” he said.

So far in March, traffic accidents have killed 109 people and injured another 289. post staff 

Ly Sovann hopes that the Kingdom can learn from the experience 
Chinese experts have to tackle the virus. heng chivoan

Kingdom seeks to learn from 
Chinese expertise on Covid-19
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Soth Koemsoeun

VEaL Veng district military police in 
Pursat province on monday burned 
three lorries at the Phnom Samkos 
Wildlife Sanctuary after they were 
found to be transporting timber il-
legally. The drivers escaped.

The police cooperated with Wild-
life alliance to track down the lorries 
in Pramuoy commune in the district, 
where they were confiscated.

“The authorities brought the evi-
dence to the Phnom Samkos Wild-
life Sanctuary office for processing 
on monday. We cut them into pieces 
and burnt them. We have burnt 20 
trucks which transported timber il-
legally so far.

“We will continue this work with 
Wildlife alliance to find offenders and 
evidence related to forest crimes,” 
provincial military police deputy 
commander So Sovandy said.

Phnom Samkos Wildlife Sanctu-
ary director Phan Sophearin said 
on monday that for the past three 
months, 10 people had been arrest-
ed and sent to the Pursat Provincial 
court for committing forest crimes.

Forest offences, including hunting 
wildlife, seem to have reduced, but 
it’s likely because the forests aren’t 
patrolled enough, Phan said. citi-
zens also take part in patrolling, but 
not often, he said.

“There is a barrier in our patrolling 
work, as it is hard to move evidence 
from deep forests. We have no op-
tion besides burning evidence. We 

patrol the forest seven to nine times 
per month, but there is not enough 
personnel to do this job,” he said.

Pursat wildlife protection repre-
sentative, Kuch Veng, said people in 
the community did not patrol the 
forest like before because their liv-
ing conditions are poor. also, citi-
zens don’t take things from the for-
est to sell because they are afraid of 
catching covid-19.

he said for forest offences, the 
authorities still find cases of illegal 
timber logging when they carry out 
patrols. When the authorities carry 
out patrols irregularly, the offend-
ers, he said, would start again.

Veng said patrols help deter illegal 
timber logging, but when there are 
infrequent patrols, the illegal activi-
ties are ramped up.

In a separate case on Sunday, 
Siem reap police intervened in an 
illegal delivery of timber for sale in 
Slakram commune. however, the 
driver and his accomplices escaped, 
leaving the vehicle behind.

The National Police said on monday 
that the intervention was led by police 
from the anti-Economic crime De-
partment and the provincial deputy 
police chief in charge of anti-econom-
ic crimes, mork Theara, with coopera-
tion from the Forestry administration.

The vehicle, which was loaded 
with 22 pieces of first-grade timber 
measuring over one cubic meter 
wide each, was brought to a police 
station in Siem reap. The hunt is on 
for the fugitives.

Police burn trucks 
transporting illegal 
timber in Veal Veng

Irrigation improvements 
aid farmers water woes 
Long Kimmarita

a 
mINISTrY of Water re-
sources and meteorol-
ogy official told The Post on 
monday that the govern-

ment built 2,483 irrigation systems 
last year, which have supplied wa-
ter to more than 1,835,422ha of rice 
fields among nearly three million 
hectares of farmland.

ministry spokesperson chan 
Yutha said in a press conference at 
the council of ministers on monday, 
that most areas facing water short-
ages are new regions located fur-
thest from any water sources.

Irrigation systems in the Kingdom 
currently provide water to 62 per 
cent of its rice fields. The ministry 
plans to build more irrigation sys-
tems near the borderlines, he said.

“Battambang province has large 
irrigation systems, but they still do 
not fulfil all the water needs in the 
province. 

“People who live near irrigation 
systems are likely to benefit from 
them, but not those who live far 
away,” said Yutha. 

In some cases, the ministry and 
relevant institutions had delivered 
water by trucks to regions which 
were not connected to irrigation 
systems. however, he said this was 
only in exceptional circumstances.

While there will be water shortages 
this year, the ministry predicts it will 
not reach crises levels. he said the 
ministry will continue to cooperate 
with other countries and develop-

ment partners to further improve ir-
rigation systems along the borders.

“The ministry has improved ir-
rigation systems along borderlines. 
Irrigation systems in the eastern 
parts stretching out to Svay rieng 
province have already been built. 

“We are also studying plans to 
widen canal 78 which supplies wa-
ter from Bassac river to Kampot, 
Kandal and Takeo provinces.

“Water from O’romi in ratanakkiri 
province supplies Kratie, Stung Treng, 
Svay rieng and Prey Veng provinces.

“In regards to the cambodia-
Thai border checkpoint, the min-
istry is working in collaboration 
with Korea on a project in Banteay 
meanchey province, which aims to 

better supply the region.
agricultural officer Bat Sovann said 

improving irrigation systems is a 
positive step towards better supply-
ing Khmer citizens who are threat-
ened by water shortages annually.

“Improved irrigation would be 
great for farmers, especially in the 
dry season. It is not a problem in the 
rainy season as the people can farm 
as normal. But in dry the season, 
people cannot overcome the wa-
ter shortages and are forced to find 
work elsewhere,” he said.

Sovann expects that the people 
will participate in maintaining old 
and new irrigation systems built by 
the government as it is of mutual 
benefit to them.

Wokers build a water gate on the secondary canal at Samkuoy commune, Sesan dis-
trict, Stung Treng province. water resources
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May Kunmakara

camBODIa and russia have pledged 
to increase bilateral trade and invest-
ment as the Kingdom aims to diver-
sify its market through the Eurasia 
Economic Union (EaEU).

Deputy Prime minister hor Nam-
hong, who met with russian ambas-
sador to cambodia Dmitry Tsvetkov in 
Phnom Penh on monday, said both 
countries had good diplomatic rela-
tions which continued to be strength-
ened by russian contributions to the 
Kingdom’s economic growth.

Namhong said: “Our countries share 
a good relationship and we cooperate 
well in many sectors. Since 2015, our 
countries have signed 51 agreements to 
boost trade, and investments in the 
financial sector, agriculture and more.

“Last year, bilateral trade reached 
$55.39 million and we hope it will con-
tinue to grow this year. cambodia 
welcomed some 55,653 russian tour-
ists last year and hopes to welcome 
many more in the future.

“Presently, we are in talks over 14 
memorandums of Understanding 
(moU) which we expect to be signed 
soon. These will focus on tourism, edu-
cation, law and youth,” he said.

he also expressed hope that russia 
will support cambodia in its Free 
Trade negotiations with Eurasia.

Dmitry Tsvetkov noted the fast devel-
opment of cambodia and said he was 
impressed by the fact that even though 
cambodia was not an oil-producing 
country it had seen approximately 
seven per cent growth last year.

he said a cambodia-russia Working 
Group had started negotiations on a 
Free Trade agreement with Eurasia.

In October last year, cambodian 
officials visited russia to discuss the 
Free Trade agreement with EaEU.

The EaEU is an international 
organisation which represents a bloc 
of countries in central and northern 
asia and Eastern Europe with a com-
bined GDP of $5 trillion.

It is composed of five-member 
states – armenia, Belarus, Kaza-
khstan, Kyrgyzstan and russia –with 
a combined population of 183 mil-
lion people.

In 2016, cambodia and the EaEU 
signed an moU to enhance coopera-
tion in trade.

as cambodia is still in the Least 
Development country (LDc) classi-
fication, 46 cambodian products can 
enter the EaEU market duty-free 
within the next three years.

among asean countries, only Viet-
nam has reached a Free Trade agree-
ment with the bloc, while Singapore 
is still in negotiations.

Businesses in the region are hoping 
that cambodia can secure further 
trade agreements, with agricultural 
conglomerate mongriththy Group 
planning to expand markets for man-
go exports in russia and hungary.

mongretthy Group president, 
mong riththy said his company plans 
to export around 5,000 tons of man-
goes a year.

SmEs in wait-and-see position, 
snub arDB loans amid pandemic
Thou Vireak

S
maLL and medium-
sized enterprises 
(SmEs) are unlikely to 
apply for loans from 

the state-owned agricultural 
and rural Development Bank 
(arDB) despite its launch of 
a $50-million fund for SmEs 
last week, due to rising fears 
of an economic downturn 
caused by covid-19.

arDB cEO Kao Thach told 
The Post on monday that the 
bank has not yet received 
proposals from the SmE 
sector for loans because of 
covid-19 pandemic.

“No one requested a loan 
right now, they are waiting to 
see when the virus situation 
will improve,” Thach said.

The government on mon-
day confirmed another three 
cases of coronavirus infec-
tions, bringing the Kingdom’s 
total to 87.

During the launch ceremony 
last week, Thach said the fund 
aims to help companies boost 
productivity and improve 
their competitiveness amid 
the impact of the covid-19 
outbreak and the EU’s partial 
withdrawal of the Everything 
but arms (EBa) scheme. 

The enterprises can borrow 
up to $300,000 each, with a 
six per cent annual interest 
rate for loans used as work-
ing capital and 6.5 per cent 
for those used for invest-
ment, he said. 

a survey of 71 enterprises 
in the Kingdom by the min-
istry of Industry and handi-
craft found they needed as-
sistance in market research, 
service development, pack-
aging, technology adoption, 

human resources, access to 
labour and finance, business 
registration, taxation and im-
proving hygiene standards.

The SmE sector should not 
take loans from the banks to 
expand the business amid 
the covid-19 outbreak as it 
will be a very high risk, Ly Ly 
Food Industry director Keo 
mom said. 

“If they borrow funds right 
now, they will face a high risk 
while the covid-19 virus is 
spreading in the Kingdom. 
however I am optimistic that 
there are a lot of SmEs that 
will request loans after this 
virus has been contained,” 
she said.

The ministry report 
shows that last year there 

were 52,154 small and me-
dium-sized enterprises in 
the Kingdom, with 824,245 
employees. 

an International Finance 
corporation report released 
in august last year said cam-
bodia’s women entrepre-
neurs continue to struggle 
with limited access to financ-
ing for business expansion.

Only three per cent have 
access to credit from micro-
finance institutions (mFIs) 
and banks.

The report estimates that 
the unmet demand for credit 
from women entrepreneurs is 
currently $4.2 billion – equiv-
alent to almost 63 per cent of 
cambodia’s $6.7 billion na-
tional budget for 2019.

Firm says border closure affects shipments 
Thou Vireak

TaIWaNESE curtain manufacturer 
Nien made Enterprise co Ltd said the 
Vietnam-cambodia border closure 
would affect shipments of cambodi-
an-made products, the Taipei Times 
reported on monday.

The company ships products from 
the cambodian plant through the 
Port of ho chi minh city in Viet-
nam, it said.

The company – whose product 
portfolio includes window cover-
ings such as Venetian blinds, shut-
ters and shades – said it had pre-
pared contingency plans to mitigate 
the effects of the closure. 

The restrictions would affect ship-
ments of its ready-made window 
coverings from cambodian, Nien 
made told Taipei Times.

Nien made has four production bases 
in china’s Dongguan and Shandong, as 

well as a factory in cambodia.
“Nien made has informed its big-

box clients about these policies and 
will make good use of its cambodian 
warehouse facilities.

“Our shipments might be rerouted 
to cambodia’s Sihanoukville Port to 
ease latent impacts,” the company 
said.

To facilitate cross border trade, last 
week, cambodia and Vietnam agreed 
to allow cargo trailers to enter the 
common Bavet-moc Bai border, 
located in cambodia’ Svay rieng 
province (Bavet) and Vietnam’s Tay 
Ninh province (moc Bai), a govern-
ment press release said.

It stated that cargo trailers were 
allowed to enter the border gate’s 
“white zone” if they followed certain 
measures such as changing drivers, 
the truck cab and containers. The 
rules will apply until the covid-19 
disease is under control.

“cambodian authorities have 
allowed Vietnamese cargo trailers to 
pass through its dry ports to facilitate 
distribution, but drivers must wear a 
full anti-virus protective suit,” it said. 

Gmac deputy secretary-general 
Kaing monika told The Post on mon-
day that the border has been closed 
for general crossing only. 

monika said the movements of 
goods in and out of both countries 
are still allowed if the measures stat-
ed were followed.  “There was hiccup 
last week, but the process is quite 
smooth now.

“We acknowledge the high level of 
risk posed by the virus, but supporting 
the economy is also important. That’s 
why we have kept borders open for 
trade but implemented safety meas-
ures. There’s no trade-off between 
healthcare and the economy.

“They are after all both sides of the 
same coin. We need to keep the 

economy going as if it stops func-
tioning, it will have further impacts, 
especially on our resources to pro-
vide healthcare.

“We will have to strictly follow the 
health and safety instructions,” he said.

Nien made Enterprise co Ltd report-
ed that last year, net income grew 24.1 
per cent year-on-year to $148.51 mil-
lion, with earnings per share rising to 
a record $0.50, up from $0.41 in 2018, 
Taipei Times said.

consolidated revenue increased 9.4 
per cent to $790 million last year, 
thanks to market share gains, better 
custom-made window covering pric-
es and improved production effi-
ciency, the company said.

In the first two months of this year, 
Nien made’s consolidated revenue 
declined 8.19 per cent annually to 
$101.85 million due to delayed factory 
production in china last month amid 
the covid-19 outbreak.

Kingdom, 
russia set to 
boost trade, 
investment

The ministry report shows that last year there were 52,154 small and medium-sized enterprises in the Kingdom. Yousos apdoulrashim
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Officials: No 
major impact 
on trade amid 
border closure
Hin Pisei 

c
amBODIa’S Depart-
ment of commerce 
officials say the tem-
porary closure of 

all border crossings between 
cambodia and Thailand, 
which started on monday, 
will not have a significant im-
pact on the export of cambo-
dian agricultural products to 
Thailand.

however, there will be some 
difficulties with importing 
from Thailand.

In a move to prevent and 
combat the spread of covid-
19, Thai authorities an-
nounced the temporary clo-
sure of all border checkpoints 
with cambodia starting on 
march 18, with Phnom Dei, 
Boeung Trakoun, and malai 
being closed on monday.

as for the Poipet border 
crossing, Thailand requested 
the same 14-day closure but 
allowed lorries to continue 
passing.

Battambang provincial De-
partment of commerce head 
Kim huort, told The Post on 
monday that the closure of the 
border checkpoints would have 
little impact on farmers in the 
province because all of the har-
vests are nearing completion.

at the same time, the news 

of the border checkpoints clo-
sure has caused some farmers 
to delay their harvest, he said.

“I don’t think there will be a 
problem for our agricultural 
products to be exported to Thai-
land, but what matters is that 
the import of products from 
Thailand to cambodia can be-
come more expensive because 
shipping is costly,” he said.

cambodian products cur-
rently being exported to Thai-
land are longan, mango and 
cassava, said hout.

Pursat Provincial Department 
of commerce head chhun 
Sereyrath, said the province 
has only one border checkpoint 
with Thailand (Thma Da), and 
that trade activity is essentially 
between local people.

She said agricultural prod-
ucts that cambodia exports 
to Thailand through the Thma 
Da checkpoint include chilli, 
potatoes and peppers.

“It would have little impact 
on people living along the bor-
der who usually take cassava, 
to sell to Thailand and to buy 
products from there for domes-
tic consumption,” she said.

Banteay mean chey Pro-
vincial Department of com-
merce head Buk Laychi said 
he has yet to assess the impact 
of trade with Thailand as he 
and his team were travelling 

to check on the border cross-
ing and study its impact first.

“For now, there is no prob-
lem. I will have a full report 
next week,” he said.

Koh Kong provincial Depart-
ment of commerce head Ouk 
Sarith, concurred with Laychi 
and said as the border closure 
had just begun, it would not 
have much impact on cam-
bodia. “It’s too soon to give an 
opinion. We have to wait and 
see what happens,” he said.

he said if the closure is long-
term, it will have some impact 
on cambodia through the lack 

of raw materials to support the 
SEZ and construction sector.

cambodia and Thailand 
pledged to promote the cross-
border trade to reach some $15 
billion by the end of the year.

a spokesman for the minis-
try of commerce told The Post 
on monday that the tempo-
rary closure of the border gates 
with Thailand will not bear a 
significant impact on bilateral 
trade as it applies only to bor-
ders where civilians cross. 

“I think that currently, we 
don’t see any impact as the 
trade exchange continues. 

however, we will closely 
monitor the consequences.

“right now, the covid-19 
pandemic is disrupting pro-
duction as it has caused a 
shortage of raw materials due 
to factory closures. If it contin-
ues much longer, it will also 
affect our exports to regional 
and global markets,” he said. 

an official report from the 
Thai embassy in cambodia 
said that last year, the total 
volume of trade between cam-
bodia and Thailand reached 
$9.41 billion, an increase of 12 
per cent compared with $8.38 

billion in 2018.
Thailand’s exports to cam-

bodia are worth $7.14 billion, 
down six per cent from $7.61 
billion in 2018. The Kingdom’s 
exports to Thailand was $2.2 
billion, up 195 per cent com-
pared to 2018’s $768 million.

The majority of products 
cambodia exported to Thai-
land included maize, cassava 
and soybean, while Thailand’s 
exports to cambodia consist-
ed of machinery, electronic 
equipment, fuel, construction 
materials, foodstuffs, cosmet-
ics, and home appliances.

Germany announces economic strategy for covid-19
aFTEr a decade as Europe’s 
leading disciple of fiscal vir-
tue, Germany is unleashing a 
flood of government cash to 
counter the devastating eco-
nomic impact of the novel 
coronavirus.

here are the most important 
steps ministers have asked 
parliament to approve by the 
end of this week:

End to debt taboo
To beef up its financial fire-

power and compensate for fall-
ing tax revenue as the economy 
shrinks, Berlin plans to borrow 
around €156 billion ($168.2 bil-
lion) this year.

“We will fight with all our 
might against this crisis calling 
into question healthcare for 
our citizens or economic activ-
ity in this country,” Finance 
minister Olaf Scholz said.

Backstop for big businesses
as well as upending a years-

long “black zero” no-new-
debts policy, the new borrow-
ing will blast through a deficit 
limit inscribed into the consti-
tution in 2009.

Ending the crisis “comes 
first”, chancellor angela mer-
kel has said, adding “we will 
see at the end of that where 
our budget stands”.

Germany wants to make 

sure bigger businesses can 
throw open their doors again 
once the danger has passed.

The country must avoid a 
“fire sale” of its economic 
crown jewels, economy min-
ister Peter altmaier has said.

Berlin will create a 600-bil-
lion-euro “economic stabilisa-
tion fund” offering €400 billion  
of guarantees for companies’ 

debts, €100 billion to lend 
directly to or buy stakes in 
troubled firms, and €100 bil-
lion to fund state investment 
bank KfW.

In a separate programme, 
KfW will be able to guarantee 
90 percent of the value of 
banks’ loans to companies, up 
to a total of €822 billion.

a finance ministry spokes-

woman said that figure should 
not be combined with the €400 
billion of guarantees in the 
stabilisation fund.

The multiple government 
assurances that banks will not 
lose out if their borrowers cannot 
repay are intended to keep cred-
it flowing to where it is needed.

To keep their liquidity flow-
ing, companies will also be 

able to delay tax payments.
First in the queue for actual 

cash injections – rather than 
guarantees – could be the suf-
fering tourism and services 
industries.

airline group Lufthansa has 
cancelled almost all flights in 
the coming weeks, while tour 
operator TUI has already 
applied for state aid.

Berlin says it will offer €50 
billion of support for small and 
one-man-band companies, 
like photographers, musicians 
or carers.

Depending on the number 
of employees, individual 
companies will receive up to 
€15,000  each to keep the 
lights on.

meanwhile freelancers 
applying for unemployment 
benefit will not be forced to 
seek new work.

Top-ups for workers
Berlin has eased access to a 

programme that tops up work-
ers’ pay with government cash 
when their hours are slashed.

The scheme is widely cred-
ited with saving large numbers 
of jobs during the financial 
crisis of 2008-9.

Berlin expects more than 
two million people to work 
shorter hours in the coronavi-
rus crisis, far outstripping the 

peak seen over a decade ago.
at over €10 billion, the mas-

sive estimated costs are never-
theless well below the Ba’s cash 
reserves of €26 billion.

meanwhile people losing 
their jobs altogether because of 
the crisis will not face means-
testing for unemployment ben-
efit until the end of June.

child benefits will also be 
made more flexible to support 
family incomes.

and German renters who 
fail to keep up with payments 
will be legally protected from 
eviction.

But landlords will still be 
entitled to have the arrears paid 
off once the crisis is passed.

Cash for hospitals
health minister Jens Spahn 

said monday that his depart-
ment would have an addition-
al €10 billion  this year to boost 
the health system.

hospitals will get financial 
help to add beds and buy 
equipment like respirators, 
with Berlin aiming to double 
intensive care capacity from 
the 25,000 beds presently 
available.

and pay for doctors, nurses 
and students and retired med-
ical professionals enlisted into 
the battle against the virus will 
be increased.

For the Poipet border crossing, Thailand requested the same 14-day closure but allowed lorries to continue passing. Heng CHivoan

View of the German Finance ministry building in Berlin. aFP



Economists and analysts are now worried about how deep the impact of the pandemic could be on the global economy, with social distancing measures and lockdowns dealing serious blows to many industries. afp 
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asian markets sink as virus death rates soar
a

sian markets were ham-
mered on monday despite 
massive economic stimu-
lus efforts worldwide, with 

investors spooked by the relentless 
march of the coronavirus pandemic.

The negative mood was fuelled by 
the failure of Us lawmakers to agree 
on a trillion-dollar emergency pack-
age to help the reeling american 
economy.

The global death toll from the virus 
has surged past 14,400, with nearly 
a billion people confined and non-
essential businesses shut in dozens 
of countries and growing fears about 
a recession.

Wellington nosedived 7.6 per cent 
as new Zealand announced a four-
week lockdown to stop the spread of 
the coronavirus.

The hang seng index in hong 
Kong was down 4.4 per cent, sydney 
dropped 5.6 per cent, shanghai shed 

3.1 per cent and Taiwan was off by 3.7 
per cent.

singapore tanked 7.5 per cent, 
Jakarta lost 3.8 per cent, and seoul 
was down 5.5 per cent.

Tokyo was the exception, closing 
two per cent higher as a cheaper yen 
against the dollar boosted Japanese 
markets.

nikkei heavyweight softBank 
Group said it would sell up to $41 
billion in assets to finance a stock 
buyback, reduce debt and increase 
its cash reserves, boosting its share 
price by more than 18 percent in the 
last hour of trade.

Economists and analysts are now 
worried about how deep the impact 
of the pandemic could be on the 
global economy, with social distanc-
ing measures and lockdowns dealing 
serious blows to many industries.

airlines have been hit particularly 
hard, with isolation measures shut-

ting down routes and grounding 
fleets worldwide.

Long-haul giant Emirates an-
nounced a two-week suspension of 
all its passenger flights, following a 
UaE government directive.

singapore airlines, meanwhile, 
said it would ground most of its fleet 
until the end of april. The carrier said 
it was facing the greatest challenge in 
its existence.

European plane maker airbus said 
it was cancelling its planned 2019 
dividend payment and abandoning 
2020 forecasts.

‘The fear is palpable’
Goldman sachs, morgan stanley 

and JP morgan chase have all fore-
cast a drop in Us GDP, according to 
Bloomberg news.

“These rapid and unprecedented 
downgrades illustrate just how fast 
we’ve moved from a brief health 

scare to a full-blown global reces-
sion,” said stephen innes, global 
chief markets strategist at axicorp.

constance hunter, chief econo-
mist at KPmG, agreed, telling 
Bloomberg TV: “it’s a health crisis 
that’s started morphing into a finan-
cial crisis.”

Us senators failed to agree on a 
trillion-dollar proposal to rescue the 
american economy on sunday, as 
Democrats said the republican plan 
failed to provide sufficient protec-
tion to millions of workers or shore 
up the critically under-equipped 
healthcare system.

The bill proposed an estimated 
$1.7 trillion or more in funding to 
cushion the blow from the pan-
demic for american families and 
thousands of shuttered or suffering 
businesses.

But President Donald Trump 
sounded a note of optimism: “i 

think that the Democrats want to 
get there, and the republicans want 
to get there.”

The failure is likely to extend the 
gloom on Wall street, where the three 
main indexes all went into the week-
end on Friday in negative territory.

“i’m presently in new York, and 
the fear is palpable – it’s rising and 
there doesn’t seem to be anyone 
who thinks that this virus effect is 
anywhere near peaking yet, particu-
larly here in the states,” Brian Quar-
tarolo, portfolio manager at Pilgrim 
Partners asia, told Bloomberg TV.

On oil markets, Brent crude was 
down 2.6 per cent, but West Texas 
intermediate was up 1.4 per cent.

The commodity has faced in-
creased volatility in recent weeks 
not only because of the coronavi-
rus pandemic, but also because of 
a price war between top producers 
saudi arabia and russia. afp

airbus abandons 2020 forecasts amid uncertainty 
EUrOPEan aviation giant air-
bus said on monday it would 
cancel the planned dividend 
payment for 2019 and also 
abandon its earnings forecasts 
for the current year because of 
the economic uncertainty 
sparked by the coronavirus 
pandemic.

“We have withdrawn our 
2020 guidance due to the vola-
tility of the situation,” airbus 
chief executive Guillaume Fau-
ry said in a statement.

and as part of measures to 
bolster the group’s liquidity and 
balance sheet in response to 
the covid-19 pandemic, airbus 
would also “withdraw the 2019 

dividend proposal of €1.80 per 
share with an overall cash value 
of approximately €1.4 billion” 
($1.5 billion), the statement 
said.

“Our first priority is protect-
ing people while supporting 
efforts globally to curb the 
spread of the coronavirus,” 
Faury said.

“We are also safeguarding 
our business to protect the 
future of airbus and to ensure 
we can return to efficient oper-
ations once the situation 
recovers.”

Faury said he was convinced 
that airbus and the broader 
aerospace sector will overcome 

this critical period.
To ensure airbus’s financial 

flexibility, the board of direc-
tors had agreed to secure a 
new credit facility amounting 
to €15 billion in addition to the 
existing €3 billion revolving 
credit facility, the statement 
continued.

With these decisions, airbus 
would have “significant liquid-
ity available to cope with addi-
tional cash requirements 
related to the coronavirus. 
available liquidity now 
amounts to approximately €30 
billion.”

airbus said the measures 
were intended to “secure busi-

ness continuity for itself even 
in a protracted crisis”.

airbus is scheduled to hold 
its annual shareholders meet-
ing in amsterdam on april 16, 
but was discouraging physical 
attendance due to the corona-
virus pandemic. 

The group had already 
announced on sunday that it 
planned to partially resume 
production and assembly work 
at its plants in France and spain 
following four days of health 
and security checks. 

in 2019, airbus, which 
employs a global workforce of 
135,000, generated revenues of 
around €70 billion.  afp

Airbus chief executive Guillaume Faury said he was convinced Airbus 
and the broader aerospace sector will overcome this critical period. afp
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Trillion-dollar US 
economic rescue 
package crashes 
in Senate defeat
a 

Trillion-dollar Senate 
proposal to rescue the reel-
ing US economy crashed 
to defeat on Sunday after 

receiving zero support from Demo-
crats, and with five republicans ab-
sent from the chamber because of 
virus-related quarantines.

Democrats said the republi-
can plan failed to sufficiently pro-
tect millions of american workers 
or shore up the critically under-
equipped health care system during 
the coronavirus crisis.

The bill proposed an estimated 
$1.7 trillion or more in funding to 
cushion the blow for american fam-
ilies and thousands of shuttered or 
suffering businesses.

Despite intense negotiations be-
tween republicans, Democrats and 
President Donald Trump’s administra-
tion, the roll call was 47-47, far short of 
the 60 votes needed to advance.

Five republican senators are in 
self-quarantine and did not vote, in-
cluding Senator rand Paul, who an-
nounced on Sunday he had tested 

positive for the covid-19 illness.
Even as infighting derailed the 

plan, lawmakers carried on with 
closed-door negotiations deep into 
Sunday hoping to get the package 
back on track.

Top Senate Democrat chuck 
Schumer and Treasury Secretary 
Steven mnuchin “are working late 
into the night, and they just had 
another productive meeting,” a 
Schumer spokesman said.

The shock Senate result heaps 
major pressure on congress to over-
come divisions and swiftly green-
light a federal government interven-
tion – likely the largest of its kind in 
US history.

The impasse likely will have a 
profound effect on already-trau-
matised stock markets when they 
open on monday.

The futures on the main US stock 
exchange indicators were dropping 
around four per cent or more, indi-
cating that Wall Street could open 
sharply lower.

hong Kong stocks plunged five 

per cent upon opening.
Senate majority leader mitch mc-

connell blasted the Democratic op-
position and warned of economic 
devastation if congress does not act 
promptly.

“The notion that we have time to 
play games here with the american 
economy and the american people 
is utterly absurd,” he fumed.

“We need to signal to the public that 
we’re ready to get this thing done.”

he said he wanted lawmakers to 
recognize “the need to act before 
the markets go down further and 
the american people become even 
more depressed about our lack of 
ability to come together under the 
most extraordinary circumstances.”

‘Not’ there yet 
Schumer insisted the bill falls well 

short of sufficiently protecting US 
employees, millions of whom are at 
risk of losing their jobs as the econ-
omy grinds to a halt, while offering 
a “large corporate bailout with no 
protections for workers and virtu-
ally no oversight.”

he accused republicans of trying 
to “skimp on funding” to address 

shortfalls for hospitals, equipment, 
medical personnel and other health 
care infrastructure.

mnuchin, Trump’s key represen-
tative in the negotiation, had ex-
pressed hope an agreement could 
be reached on Sunday.

Speaking on Fox news earlier Sun-
day, he detailed a separate massive 
relief plan by US financial authori-
ties that “will have up to $4 trillion of 
liquidity that we can use to support 
the economy.”

Together, the urgent measures 
represented one of the most dra-
matic governmental rescue efforts 
outside wartime, with millions of 
people thrown out of work, thou-
sands of businesses shuttered, travel 
severely curtailed and no certainty 
as to when things might improve.

The measures also came as the death 
toll and contagion confirmations con-
tinued to rise – especially in hotspots 
like new York – and several states in-
cluding california, new York and illi-
nois effectively went into lockdown in 
a bid to halt the virus’s spread.

“The worst is yet to come,” new 
York mayor Bill de Blasio said on 
cnn, predicting hospitals in the 

city would face serious shortages of 
protective equipment within days 
unless drastic action is taken.  

“We expect april will be a lot worse 
than march, and i fear may could be 
worse than april,” he said.

mnuchin said the congressional 
rescue would give small businesses 
enough cash to pay laid-off work-
ers for two weeks, provide direct 
cash payments to americans, about 
$3,000 for a family of four, he said 
and enhance unemployment insur-
ance for those laid off. 

Democrats have demanded stron-
ger worker protections. Schumer 
has said he wants the government 
to pay full wages for four months to 
workers laid off due to the crisis.

Trump sounded a note of opti-
mism, even as the Senate bill stalled.

“i think that the Democrats want 
to get there, and the republicans 
want to get there,” he said.

The president also said the ad-
ministration was “considering” the 
prospect of US lawmakers being al-
lowed to vote remotely, a dramatic 
departure from current house and 
Senate rules that mandate all votes 
be conducted in person. afp

half of French 
football clubs 
‘face bankruptcy’
halF of France’s professional 
football clubs could go bank-
rupt due to the coronavirus 
crisis, a top official insisted on 
Sunday.

Bernard caiazzo, president of 
the group which represents 
clubs in the French top flight, 
also said that the season will 
not resume until “at best on 
June 15”.

“Without state aid, within six 
months, half of the profession-
al clubs will file for bankrupt-
cy,” caiazzo, who also sits on 
the board of St Etienne, told 
France Bleu loire.

“The five major European 
championships have already 

lost €4 billion ($4.3 billion).”
The French season was shut 

down on march 13 due to the 
covid-19 pandemic which has 
now claimed more than 13,000 
lives worldwide.

“We will not be able to play 
until the curve is flattened,” 
said caiazzo, adding he was 
“very, very worried” over the 
consequences of the shut 
down. 

“That is to say in July-august, 
at best on June 15.

“it is vital at all costs to finish 
the championship,” said caiaz-
zo despite his team struggling 
to beat off relegation from 
ligue 1. afp

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell blasted the Democratic opposition and warned of economic devastation if Congress does 
not act promptly. afp 

Medical services on standby next to the US Senate. afp

Bernard Caiazzo, president of the group which represents football clubs in France’s top flight, said the season will not resume until ‘at best on June 15’. afp 



The Anglo-Dutch energy major announced in a statement that it will axe 
operating costs by $3-4 billion over the next 12 months. afp

DUBAI’S famous malls will 
shut down for a fortnight under 
the United Arab Emirates’ plan 
to curb coronavirus, which will 
also see its airports closed to 
passenger and transit flights.

The decision to close com-
mercial centres takes in shop-
ping centres as well as fresh 
food markets, but pharmacies 
and food retail outlets will be 
allowed to stay open. Restau-
rants are limited to home 
deliveries. 

The health ministry and the 
disaster management author-
ity said in a statement early 
Monday that the move would 
come into force within 48 
hours and last “for a renewable 
period of two weeks”.

Dubai’s vast shopping cen-
tres include Mall of the Emir-
ates, which has its own indoor 
ski slope, and Dubai Mall 
which is one of the world’s 
largest and features a giant 
aquarium. 

The move came as UAE 
authorities announced they 
would suspend all passenger 
and transit flights for two 
weeks, as the coronavirus out-
break prompts many countries 
to shut their borders.

Cargo and emergency evac-
uation flights are exempt from 
the measure.

“Additional examination and 
isolation arrangements will be 
taken later should flights resume 
in order to ensure the safety of 
passengers, air crews, and air-
port personnel and their pro-

tection from infection risks,” 
they said in a statement.

The UAE is home to two 
major international airports, 
in Abu Dhabi and Dubai, 
which are major transit hubs.

Monday’s announcement 
came hours after Dubai car-
rier Emirates said it would sus-
pend all passenger flights by 
March 25, only to swiftly 
reverse its decision. 

It later said it “received 
requests from governments and 
customers to support the repa-

triation of travellers” and would 
continue to operate passenger 
flights to 13 destinations.

However, after the new UAE 
suspension the airline con-
firmed it would suspend all 
passenger services for two 
weeks starting from March 25.

“We are very sorry for any 
inconvenience caused to our 
customers and travellers. These 
measures are in place to contain 
the spread of Covid-19, and we 
hope to resume services as soon 
as feasible,” it said.

The UAE announced on Fri-
day its first two deaths from 
the Covid-19 disease, having 
reported more than 150 cases 
so far.

Gulf countries have imposed 
various restrictions to combat 
the spread of the novel corona-
virus pandemic, particularly in 
the air transport sector.

The UAE has already stopped 
granting visas on arrival and for-
bidden foreigners who are legal 
residents but are outside the 
country from returning. afp
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SoftBank set to 
sell up to $41 
billion in assets 
to lower debt
S

OFTBANK Group said 
on Monday it would 
sell up to $41 billion 
in assets to finance a 

stock buyback, reduce debts 
and increase its cash reserves 
after weeks of heavy losses in 
its shares.

The firm said it would buy 
back $18 billion of its stock, 
with the remaining money 
to be used on paring down 
debt, bond buybacks and 
cash reserves, setting a time-
table of a year to complete 
the transactions.

News of the massive buy-
back sent SoftBank stock lim-
it-up, soaring 18.61 per cent 
to 3,187 yen ($28.77) in the 
last hour of trade in Tokyo.

“This programme will be 
the largest share buyback and 
will result in the largest in-
crease in cash balance in the 
history of SBG, reflecting the 
firm and unwavering confi-
dence we have in our busi-
ness,” chairman Masayoshi 
Son said in a statement.

“This will allow us to strength-

en our balance sheet while sig-
nificantly reducing debt,” he 
added, saying the assets being 
sold account for “less than 20 
per cent of the company’s cur-
rent asset value”.

The firm believes its shares 
are currently “substantially 
undervalued” and that the 
buyback would “further 
strengthen its balance sheet 
and enhance its credit rating.”

SoftBank has seen its stock 
sink in recent weeks on wor-
ries about the liquidity of the 
heavily indebted company, as 
global financial markets are 
roiled by fears about the eco-
nomic consequences of the 
pandemic.

It had already announced a 
massive share buyback that 
prompted S&P Global Rat-
ings to cut the firm’s outlook 
to negative, a move some an-
alysts said misinterpreted the 
company’s health.

Some said Monday’s move 
should also be viewed positively.

“It’s not a bad strategy to use 
their cash for buying back shares 

when the outlook of the market 
and the economy is very uncer-
tain,” Yoshihiro Okumura, gen-
eral manager at Chibagin Asset 
Management, said.

“The market took the surprise 
announcement positively at a 
time when it’s hard to find good 
investment destinations.”

SoftBank Group is attempt-
ing to improve its financial 
standing after booking mas-
sive losses related to the per-
formance of key investments 
such as WeWork and Uber.

The company has used its 
$100 billion Vision Fund to 
pour enormous resources into 

the world’s hottest start-ups.
But Son’s audacious deci-

sion-making approach has 
faced criticism over his com-
mitment to start-ups some 
say are overvalued and lack 
clear profit models.

The group last year an-
nounced its long-mooted Vi-

sion Fund 2, again targeting 
funds of around $100 billion, 
but investors have been slow-
er to commit.

In the latest statement, 
SoftBank Group said it will 
appoint new independent 
board members to improve 
its governance. afp

SoftBank group chairman Masayoshi Son said the company would buy back $18 billion of its stock, with the remaining money to be used on paring 
down debt, bond buybacks and cash reserves, setting a timetable of a year to complete the transactions. afp

The decision to close commercial centres includes shopping centres and fresh food markets, but pharmacies 
and food retail outlets will be allowed to stay open. Restaurants are limited to home deliveries. afp

Dubai’s vast malls to close under 
UAE plan to curb virus outbreak

Royal Dutch Shell cuts 
costs, slashes spending 
amid Covid-19 turmoil
ROYAL Dutch Shell said on Mon-
day it will slash costs and capital 
expenditure by billions of dollars 
due to the worsening coronavi-
rus pandemic, which has 
sparked an oil price collapse.

The Anglo-Dutch energy 
major announced in a state-
ment that it will axe operating 
costs by $3-4 billion over the 
next 12 months, and will reduce 
its annual spending to $20.0 bil-
lion from $25.0 billion.

“As well as protecting our staff 
and customers in this difficult 
time, we are also taking imme-
diate steps to ensure the finan-
cial strength and resilience of 
our business,” said Chief Execu-
tive Ben van Beurden.

“The combination of steeply 

falling oil demand and rapidly 
increasing supply may be 
unique, but Shell has weath-
ered market volatility many 
times in the past.

“In these very tough condi-
tions, I am very proud of our 
staff and contractors across the 
world for maintaining their 
focus on safe and reliable oper-
ations while also ensuring their 
own health and welfare and 
that of their families, commu-
nities and our customers.”

Shell added in the statement 
that it was taking “decisive 
action to reinforce the financial 
strength and resilience of our 
business so that we are well-
positioned for the eventual 
economic recovery”. afp



After expanding 
into several markets 
across Asean, 
Malaysia-based et-

iqa Insurance has entered the 
Cambodian market to offer a 
bouquet of insurance products 
– largely spurred by the fact 
that less than three per cent of 
the population is insured. 

An insurance arm of the 
Kuala Lumpur-based Malayan 
Banking Bhd, etiqa launched its 
operations on March 9 with the 
motto “bringing to the people 
of the Kingdom its fast and 
easy way of serving customers”, 
mainly using digital platforms.

“etiqa started expanding 
across Asean beyond its tradi-
tional markets of Malaysia and 
Singapore in 2015. thus far we 
have expanded into the Philip-
pines and Indonesia, before 
setting our sights on Cambodia, 
a vibrant market where we 
think there is excellent growth 
potential. 

“the etiqa brand prom-
ise has always been about 
providing the best advice to 
suit the lifestyle and needs of 
the consumer, and delivering 
a fast and easy experience 
throughout the consumer jour-
ney, which includes making 
purchases, submitting claims, 
receiving payouts and getting 
assistance. 

“We look forward to bring-
ing this revolutionary promise 
to the Kingdom to serve all 
Cambodians,” Clarence Lit, CeO 
of etiqa Life Insurance (Cam-
bodia) Plc, told The Post.

Industry outlook 
the Cambodian life insur-

ance market appears promising, 
with relatively low penetra-
tion levels and more than 90 
per cent of the population not 
insured, thus offering a vast 
untapped market for industry 
players. 

In addition, the demographic 
factor of having 65 per cent 
of its people under 35 and a 
burgeoning middle-class, with 
a rising demand for quality 
healthcare, and retirement plan-
ning, plus a growing awareness 
of the importance of insurance 
was bound to encourage the 
proliferation of insurance prod-
ucts in Cambodia. 

Nine life insurance compa-
nies are currently operating in 
the Kingdom and another 14 
general insurance firms offer a 
variety of services from vehicle 
to fire insurance.

According to the Insurance 
Association of Cambodia, total 

gross premiums neared $143 
million last year compared to 
$100 million in 2018 – repre-
senting 42.4 per cent growth. 

Meanwhile, the total sum 
assured rose 49 per cent to  
$10 billion last year, in con-
trast to $6.8 billion in 2018.

“We think the life insurance 

industry is poised for growth, 
and as the country becomes 
more informed and aware of 
the need for insurance, op-
portunities will arise. While our 
focus will be the middle to up-
per segments of the population, 
we do see opportunities in the 
mass segment,” Lit said.

Popular products in Cambo-
dia are savings based, such as 
endowments, and etiqa intends 
to offer more innovative 
protection products covering 
critical illnesses, he added.

“We already had in mind 
that we needed to differentiate 
ourselves from our peers. to 

this aim, we will be offer-
ing fast and easy customer 
products and services, along 
with the best advice to our 
customers. 

“But what does this actually 
mean? We will be utilising 
the latest digital tools and 
technology, including sales 

via iPads and customer-needs 
analysis apps, to ensure that 
each client is recommended the 
right products in a comfortable 
setting, with their details cap-
tured correctly in our system. 
eventually we will also expand 
our offerings via online sales,” 
Lit said. 

INsuraNce  www.phNompeNhpost.com/post-focus

12 THE PHNOM PENH POST  March 24, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

PH
OT

O
s 

su
PP

li
ed

 etiqa rolling out ‘fast and easy’ 
insurance products for Kingdom 

From left, Nazri Wong Abdullah, CEO of Etiqa General Insurance (Cambodia), and Clarence Lit, CEO of Etiqa Life Insurance (Cambodia).  

Etiqa could capitalise on Cambodia’s youthful demographic. Etiqa’s headquarters in the Malaysian capital Kuala Lumpur. 



 
In brief 

Washington denounces 
France’s decision to 
liberate Iranian engineer
WASHINGTON on Sunday 
denounced as “regrettable” 
France’s decision to free an 
Iranian engineer threatened 
with extradition to the US in 
exchange for a French 
researcher.
“The US deeply regrets 
France’s decision to release 
Iranian national Jalal 
Rohollahnejad from its 
custody,” US Department of 
State spokeswoman Morgan 
Ortagus said in a statement.
French researcher Roland 
Marchal returned to Paris on 
Saturday after being 
imprisoned in Iran for more 
than nine months.
Earlier, President Emmanuel 
Macron announced that 
Tehran freed Marchal after 
France released Iranian 
engineer Jallal Rohollahnejad, 
who is accused in the US of 
violating sanctions placed on 
the country.
“The United States and France 
have a shared interest in 
bringing those accused of 
serious crimes to justice, 
particularly in cases with 
national security implications,” 
Ortagus said.
“It is regrettable in this 
instance that France failed to 
uphold its treaty obligations 
and prevented justice from 
being pursued,” she said.
Rohollahnejad stood accused 
in the US of trying to smuggle 
technological material into 
Iran in violation of US 
sanctions. AFP

Maoist rebels gun 
down 17 Indian police
in deadliest ambush
HUNDREDS of Maoist rebels 
gunned down 17 Indian 
security forces in one of the 
deadliest ambushes in recent 
years by the militants, a police 
spokesman said.
More than 300 armed rebels 
took part in the attack on a 
police commando patrol in the 
jungles of Sukma district of 
Chhattisgarh state in central 
India, police superintendent 
Shalab Sinha said.
Large numbers of 
reinforcements were sent to 
the district on Sunday.
The toll was the worst for 
Indian security forces battling 
the extreme left-wing guerillas 
since April, 2017 when 25 
police commandos were killed 
in an attack in the same 
district.
Sixteen commandos were also 
killed in a bomb attack in the 
western state of Maharashtra 
before India’s election last year 
that was blamed on the 
Maoists.
The militants, who say they are 
fighting for rural people and 
the poor, have been fighting 
government forces across 
Jharkhand, West Bengal, 
Orissa, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, 
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh 
and other states since the 
1960s.
Thousands have been killed in 
the fighting. AFP

AT LEAST 10 people were killed 
in clashes on Sunday between 
police and protesters, opposi-
tion activists said, as Guinea 
held a bitterly disputed referen-
dum that critics say is a ploy by 
the president to stay in power.

Anti-government forces came 
under fire by security forces who 
“carried out massive arrests, 
fired blindly, cruelly molested 
(and) killed at least 10 people,” 
the FNDC, an umbrella opposi-
tion group, said in a statement.

The FNDC, grouping opposi-
tion parties and civil society 
organisations, called for fresh 
protests Monday and Tuesday.

The authorities could not 
immediately be reached to 
confirm the casualty toll.

Alpha Conde, who became 
the West African country’s first 
democratically elected presi-
dent in 2010, is proposing a 
change to the constitution to 
codify gender equality and 
introduce other social reforms.

But his opponents fear the 
real motive is to reset presi-
dential term limits, allowing 
Conde, 82, to run for a third 
spell in office later this year -- 
a scenario that his government 
has not discounted. 

Early Sunday young people 
attacked police deployed out-

side a polling station in a sub-
urb of the capital Conakry, 
according to an AFP reporter 
and other witnesses. In anoth-
er school nearby, voting equip-
ment was vandalised.

A 28-year-old man was shot 
dead and several others 
wounded in another Conakry 

suburb, Hamdallaye, the vic-
tim’s brother confirmed to AFP. 
Officials did not respond to 
requests to confirm the death.  

Clashes also broke out in 
other Conakry suburbs and 
elsewhere in the country, a 
former French colony. 

Since October, Guineans 
have protested en masse 
against the possibility of Conde 
extending his grip on power. 

‘Taking things lightly’
Critics  questioned the fair-

ness of Sunday’s vote, which 
took place amid mounting 
concern about the spread of 
the novel coronavirus in Afri-
ca, including two cases offi-
cially reported in Guinea.

“I have the impression our 
country is taking things lightly,” 
said Amadou Oury Bah, a bank-
er and politician who suspected 
the authorities were more inter-
ested in their electoral cam-
paign than keeping the country 

safe from the pandemic.
Conde postponed the refer-

endum, originally scheduled 
for March 1, late last month 
over doubts concerning the 
country’s electoral roll.

Some 7.7 million people 
were on the register, out of a 
total population about 13 mil-
lion people. 

The government says it has 
scrubbed the problematic 
names on the urging of an 
expert team from the West 
African bloc ECOWAS. 

But Guinea’s embattled 
opposition still doubts the 
vote’s credibility. 

Cellou Diallo, a former pre-
mier and the head of the leading 
UFDG opposition party, said 
the process of cleaning up the 
electoral roll had been opaque.

The UFDG and other oppo-
sition parties are boycotting 
both the referendum and a 
parliamentary election taking 
place at the same time. AFP

World
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U
S PrESIDENT Donald 
Trump ordered thousands of 
emergency hospital beds set 
up at American coronavirus 

hotspots but a trillion-dollar economic 
rescue package crashed, as pandemic 
deaths soared across the globe.

The death toll from the virus has 
surged to more than 14,400, according 
to an AFP tally, with Europe the epicen-
tre but the situation worsening from 
Pacific islands to Africa and the US. 

“We’re at war, in a true sense we’re 
at war,” Trump said on Sunday as he 
ordered emergency medical stations 
with 4,000 beds to be deployed to Cal-
ifornia and other worst-hit areas.

More than a third of Americans are 
under various forms of lockdown, in-
cluding in New York, Chicago and Los 
Angeles, but the number of infections 
in the US has continued to climb.

Highlighting the desperation inside 
the world’s biggest economy, the mayor 
of New York said his city was just 10 days 
away from running out of ventilators.

And a trillion-dollar Senate proposal 
to revive the US economy crashed on 
Sunday after receiving zero support 
from Democrats, further traumatis-
ing investors who are watching stock 
markets implode worldwide.

In Europe, Greece imposed a na-
tional lockdown and Germany banned 
gatherings of more than two people.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
went into quarantine at home after 
being treated by a doctor who had 
since tested positive for the virus.

Italy’s world-worst toll from the 
pandemic approached 5,500 with an-
other 651 deaths reported on Sunday, 
a day after it surpassed China with the 
highest number of fatalities.

Pope plea
Police patrolled the deserted streets 

of rome, while checks were carried 
out on Italian beaches after local of-
ficials complained people were defy-
ing isolation orders by catching some 
time in the sun.

In his weekly prayer, streamed on-
line to avoid attracting crowds, the 
Pope urged all Italians to follow isola-

tion measures “for the good of us all”.
Spain’s prime minister said he 

would ask parliament to extend a 15-
day state of emergency, which bars 
people from leaving home unless ab-
solutely essential, until April 11.

The country recorded close to 400 
new fatalities on Sunday, bringing 
the total to 1,720, suggesting the lock-
down was failing to be effective. Op-
era star Placido Domingo said he had 
tested positive.

residents across France, where the 
death toll jumped to 562, remained 
shut in their homes. 

A curfew was imposed in some re-
gions and the mayor of Paris called for 
even more drastic confinement mea-
sures in a city under lockdown. 

Britain inched toward similar mea-
sures as Prime Minister Boris John-
son warned the country was a couple 
of weeks behind registering similar 
numbers to Italy.

Moral burden 
As the pandemic overwhelms hospi-

tals, doctors are having to quickly prior-
itise patients based on their chances of 
survival, inflicting a huge moral burden.

“We go into medicine to heal peo-
ple. Not to make choices about who 
can live,” said Philippe Devos, an an-
esthesiologist in Belgium.

China on Monday reported no new 
local cases of the virus, but confirmed 
another 39 infections from overseas.

There are fears across Asia of “im-

ported” cases from Europe and other 
hotspots.

Thailand reported its highest daily 
rise in cases on Sunday, taking its total 
to nearly 600.

Singapore, Hong Kong and Malaysia 
have also reported a spike after num-
bers had plateaued earlier, prompting 
an escalation in quarantine efforts 
and travel restrictions.  

New Zealand has yet to be hit hard 
but on Monday Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern announced a four-week lock-
down to prevent a Europe-style crisis.

“The worst-case scenario is simply 
intolerable,” Ardern said. “It would 
represent the greatest loss of New 
Zealand lives in our history and I will 
not take that chance.” AFP

Global virus pandemic deaths surge

US Customs officers stand beside a sign saying the US border is closed at the US-Canada border in Lansdowne, Ontario, on Sunday. The death 
toll from the virus has surged to more than 14,400, with Europe the epicentre. AFP

Protesters confornt the army on the streets in Conakry on Sunday, dur-
ing a constitutional referendum in the country. AFP

At least 10 dead during Guinea referendum
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Thai military 
conscripts 
face abuses, 
amnesty says
a 

NEW investigation 
by amnesty Interna-
tional published on 
monday alleges that 

Thailand’s military “routinely 
subjects new conscripts to a 
barrage of beating, humili-
ation and sexual abuse that 
often amounts to torture”.

The report, We were just toys 
to them, documents what it 
claims is a widespread and 
long-standing pattern of abuse 
of new conscripts, including 
several incidents of rape.

In a written response to 
amnesty during the research, 
Thailand’s deputy chief of 
staff air chief marshal chal-
ermchai Sri-saiyud said the 
military follows a policy of 
“treating new conscripts as 
family members and friends”. 

clare algar, amnesty Inter-
national’s senior director for 
research, advocacy & policy, 
said “abuses of new conscripts 
in the Thai military have long 
been an open secret”. 

“What our research shows 
is that such maltreatment 
is not the exception but the 
rule, and deliberately hushed 
within the military. 

“recruits described how 
sergeants and trainers bru-
tally beat them with sticks 
and the butts of guns, sexu-
ally abused them and forced 
them to exercise until they 
fainted,” algar said.

“The full chain of command 
bears responsibility for this 
culture of violence and degra-
dation. Thai authorities must 

take immediate steps to stop 
these abusive and degrading 
practices before the upcoming 
annual military draft, as well as 
launch a commission of inqui-
ry to investigate these crimes.”

amnesty conducted 26 in-
terviews with former and serv-
ing conscripted soldiers and 
commanders, including offi-
cers. as well as physical pun-
ishments, current and former 
conscripts described a “range 
of practices designed to hu-
miliate, including being made 
to jump into septic tanks and 
forced to eat ‘like dogs’ using 
only their mouths”.

Sexual abuse
reports of sexual abuse and 

humiliation were rampant. 
“Interviewees described be-
ing forced by their command-
ers to masturbate and ejacu-
late in front of each other, 
and several described being 
sexually attacked or witness-
ing such attacks. 

“Gay conscripts and those 
perceived to be gay described 
how they were routinely singled 
out for acts of sexual violence, 
harassment and discrimina-
tion”, the report claims.

conscripts described how 
they were often punished by 
being smacked, kicked and 
subjected to other types of 
beatings, with command-
ers using their hands, sticks, 
combat boots, helmets and, at 
times, the butts of their guns. 

“Not a single day passed by 
without punishment,” am-

nesty quoted one intervie-
wee as saying. “Every time 
the trainers have an excuse to 
punish you: you’re not chant-
ing loud enough, you’re too 
slow in the shower, you failed 
to follow orders strictly, you 
smoked.” 

another said: “a conscript 
[. . .] was once caught drinking 
[alcohol]. he was hit hard and 
I saw blood coming out of his 
mouth.”

conscripts also described 
being made to perform physi-
cal exercises far beyond their 
endurance as a form of pun-
ishment. This included being 
forced to stand in positions 
which often led to fainting or 
injury.

amnesty quoted another 
as saying that “three to four 
people would faint every day. 
They have a clinic where these 
people would be sent”. 

a clear majority of conscripts 
told amnesty that they had ex-
perienced or witnessed sexual 

abuse, or heard from its victims. 
Only two said they had not. 

a form of collective sexual 
abuse called “the train” was 
cited by nine conscripts, who 
trained in nine different prov-
inces during five different 
training cycles. 

“Normally taking place in 
the bathing area, the practice 
involves forcing conscripts, 
while naked, to hold each 
other’s penises and stand or 
walk in a column or a circle”, 
according to amnesty.

amnesty documented three 
cases of rape, one case of at-
tempted rape, one of simu-
lated rape, and two other 
cases in which conscripts 
were coerced into providing 
“sexual favours to command-
ers”, which likely amounted to 
rape. most – though not all – of 
the rape survivors self-identi-
fied or were described as gay. 

“These young conscripts are 
exposed to commanders who 
inflict sexual abuse, including 

rape and other forms of tor-
ture,” algar alleged. “These are 
serious crimes under Thai and 
international law and those re-
sponsible should face justice.”

Dehumanisation
amnesty says it strongly 

recommends that the military 
take a number of preventive 
measures, including issuing 
orders to explicitly prohibit all 
types of abuse detailed in the 
report, ensuring that trainers 
are under constant supervi-
sion from higher-ranking 
commanders and instituting 
night inspections by officers.

To guarantee a full and trans-
parent examination of the root 
causes of prevalent abuses, 
amnesty has also urged Thai-
land’s national assembly “to 
establish a commission of in-
quiry [cOI] to investigate and 
report on the treatment of 
conscripts, as well as propose 
measures necessary to end all 
abuse of conscripts and end 

the culture of dehumanisation 
of conscripts within the Thai 
military”.

“Following the tragic mass 
shooting in Korat last month, 
commander-in-chief General 
apirat Kongsompong con-
ceded that the army needs to 
open up grievance channels 
for junior officers. 

“To give meaning to these 
pledges, the Thai military 
would need to create a new 
unit that is authorised, trained 
and equipped to deal with 
soldiers’ complaints and act 
upon them,” said algar.

“It’s equally important that 
conscripts and other soldiers 
are allowed to complain safely 
and confidentially to the Na-
tional human rights commis-
sion. The authorities must en-
courage a culture that respects 
everyone’s dignity, irrespective 
of seniority, rank, sexual ori-
entation and gender identity,” 
algar added. THE NATION (THAILAND)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Philippines’ Duterte seeks more 
powers in fight against covid-19
ThE Philippines is upping the ante in 

the fight against the fast-
spreading coronavirus, 

calling congress to a 
special session on 

monday to declare 
a national emer-

gency and grant 
President rod-

rigo Duterte 
broad pow-

ers, like 
taking 

over 

private businesses, including utilities 
and hotels, realigning public funds and 
tapping government savings.

Duterte has certified as urgent the 
proposed “Bayanihan act of 2020”, a 
copy of which was widely circulated 
on social media on Sunday after-
noon, as the Department of health 
recorded 73 new cases of coronavirus 
infections, bringing the total number 
to 380 with 25 deaths.

The takeover of hotels is meant to 
house health workers and serve as 
quarantine centres or medical relief 
and aid distribution locations.

Public transportation can be taken 
over to ferry health, emer-

gency and front-line per-
sonnel.

albay representative 
Joey Salceda, chair of the 
house ways and means 
committee, said the 
measure would have a 
validity of  “two 

months, or throughout 
the state of calamity, 

whichever comes later.”
Salceda expressed support 

for specific provisions in the draft bill, 

including those exempting the pur-
chase of necessary medical supplies 
and other essential goods from the 
procurement law, as well as support 
for front-liners.

“Subsistence allowances will also 
be given to poor families affected by 
the enhanced quarantine through 
these powers,” he said.

Over 7.5 million low-income families 
in Luzon must be supported by the 
government as many have been forced 
out of their jobs due the lockdown, 
according to the Ibon Foundation. Lac-
son said however that the bill was more 
political than fiscal as it would provide 
extra “powers and muscle” to Duterte 
in responding to the economic strain 
caused by pandemic.

For one, Lacson said the bill did not 
provide specific provisions on handing 
out financial aid to about 16.5 million 
Filipino families adversely affected by 
the state-imposed travel restrictions.

Lagman noted that provisions in the 
bill calling for the “cancellation” and 
“reallocation” of appropriated funds 
could constitute “transfer of funds” pro-
hibited under the constitution. PHILIPPINE 

DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

A young man reacts after picking a red lottery paper, which conscripts him to military service, during the annual military draft in Bangkok. AFP

Malaysia court 
charges first 
person over  
restriction order

A MECHANIC became the first 
person to be charged in Ma-
laysia in connection with the 

Restriction of Movement Order (RMO) 
for obstructing a public servant from 
discharging his duty in enforcing the 14-
day order which took effect on March 
18, Bernama news agency reported.

S Punniamurthy, 33, pleaded guilty 
to the charge in the Magistrate’s Court 
on Monday.

He was fined RM5,000 ($1,125), in 
default of 10 months’ jail, for the offence.

Punniamurthy was charged with 
voluntarily obstructing a police officer 
from discharging his public functions 
by refusing to produce his personal 
identification document and pushing 
the police officer concerned in front of 
his house last Friday.

The charge, under Section 186 of the 
Penal Code, provides an imprisonment 
for up to two years, or maximum fine 
of RM10,000, or both, if found guilty.

Deputy public prosecutor Jean Siow 
Chung Hwei requested the court to im-
pose the maximum penalty as a lesson 
to the accused and also the society. AFP

President 
Rodrigo Duterte 
has certified as 
urgent the  
proposed 
‘Bayanihan Act 
of 2020’, a copy 
of which was 
widely circulated 
on social media. 
AFP
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Prison riot kills 23 in colombia
P

aNIc over the spread of 
the coronavirus sparked a 
prison riot in colombia that 
killed 23 inmates on Sun-

day, as chile became the latest Latin 
american country to announce re-
strictions on movement.

rioting swept through the crowded 
jail overnight in the colombian capi-
tal Bogota amid rising tensions over 
the virus in the penitentiary system.

Justice minister margarita cabello 
described the violence as an at-
tempted mass breakout, part of what 
she said was a coordinated plan with 
inmates who caused disturbances in 
13 jails across the country. 

The minister rejected accusa-
tions by rights groups that the riots 
were sparked by unsanitary condi-
tions inside a prison system that 
was woefully unprepared to face the 
pandemic.

a curfew in chile “will take effect 
throughout the national territory 
from 10:00 pm to 5am the next day,” 
health minister Jaime manalich 
announced Sunday. The country, 
which has 632 infections, registered 
its first death from the pandemic at 
the weekend.

Ecuador, which has seen the re-
gion’s second-greatest number of 
deaths after Brazil, marked its highest 
daily increase on Sunday, doubling to 
14 dead and 789 positive cases.

Quito on Sunday ordered the mili-
tary to take control of the worst-hit 
province of Guayas in the south-
west of the country. 

Government minister maria Paula 
romo said the armed forces had 
been authorised “to manage the 
province of Guayas as a national 
security zone”. a nationwide curfew 
has been in place since Tuesday.

Governments in the region have 
been stepping up efforts to try to 
slow the spread of the pandemic, 
which has claimed 13,500 lives 
worldwide 

argentina, Bolivia, El Salvador 
and Paraguay are among a growing 
number of countries to impose a to-
tal lockdown of their populations. 

colombia will join the group from 
midnight on Tuesday with a 19-day 

mandatory lockdown of its 48 mil-
lion population.

Ignoring lockdown
Bolivia’s government criticised 

sections of the population for ignor-
ing its lockdown on Sunday. “We are 
not going to do this with a 98 per-
cent lockdown. We are only going to 
defeat the coronavirus with 100 per-
cent commitment,” Defense minis-
ter Luis Fernando Lopez said.

Venezuelan President Nicolas ma-
duro on Sunday announced that the 
country would pay the salaries of em-
ployees at small and medium compa-
nies affected by the quarantine.

The socialist leader said the mea-
sure would begin “in the month 
of march” but did specify were the 
funds for his plan would come from.

Unlike other regional leaders, Bra-
zil’s President Jair Bolsonaro has 
played down the crisis, though the 
pandemic has left 25 dead in his 
country, with 1,546 confirmed cases.

State governors have taken mat-
ters into their own hands, with Sao 

Paulo’s Joao Doria ordering a 15-day 
quarantine that requires a “total clo-
sure of non-essential businesses and 
services” and rio’s governor closing 
the city’s iconic beaches.

On Sunday, Brazil’s development 
bank (BNDES) announced it would 
inject 55 billion reals ($11 billion) 
into the economy to counteract the 
impact of the coronavirus.

The funds will be used to protect 
more than two million jobs and to 
finance the suspension of interest 
payments and direct and indirect 
loans of Brazilian companies with 
BNDES for six months, as well as 
to increase the supply of credit for 
small and medium businesses.

Brazil agreed on Sunday with 
Uruguay to close their land border 
for the next 30 days, to prevent the 
spread of the virus.

Only Brazilian citizens or resi-
dents, as well as Uruguayans with 
Brazilian spouses or children, may 
enter from the neighboring country.

Freight transport may continue to 
cross the border.

Brazil’s top football clubs are 
handing over their stadiums to al-
low health authorities to turn them 
into field hospitals and clinics to 
fight the pandemic.

With football in the country sus-
pended until further notice, more than 
half the clubs in Brazil’s Serie a have 
given up their stadiums, as authorities 
in densely populated Sao Paulo and 
rio de Janeiro seek to expand hospital 
capacity to deal with the crisis.

mexico city’s authorities on Sunday 
ordered the closure of bars and clubs 
after being criticised for not taking 
more forceful measures earlier. 

mayor claudia Sheinbaum said 
museums, cinemas, theaters, gyms, 
bars and nightclubs would close 
“starting tomorrow”.

“Every day we can take new mea-
sures. These measures have to de-
crease contacts,” said the mayor, 
who called on the population to stay 
at home and keep their distance 
from other people. 

restaurants are not affected by the 
order, however. AFP

Relatives of inmates, journalists and riot police gather outside as smoke rises from the Modelo prison in Bogota during a riot on 
Sunday. AFP

Iran leader rejects virus aid offer from US 

US’ Pompeo 
visits Kabul 
amid crises

IraN’S supreme leader ali Khamenei 
said on Sunday his country would 
never accept any aid to fight the nov-
el coronavirus from arch-enemy and 
“charlatans” the US, as Tehran 
announced 129 new deaths.

Speaking in a televised address, 
Khamenei charged in a message 
directed at Washington: “No one 
trusts you. You are capable of bring-
ing into our country a drug that will 
keep the virus alive and prevent its 
eradication.”

Iran has been one of the countries 
worst hit by the covid-19 illness along 
with Italy, Spain and china, and the 
latest fatalities raised the official death 
toll to 1,685, the health ministry said.

more than 1,028 new cases in the 
past 24 hours meant a total of 21,638 
people had now tested positive for 
the virus, said ministry spokesman 
Kianouche Jahanpour.

US President Donald Trump – who 
has stepped up sanctions and a “max-
imum pressure” campaign on Tehran 
over its nuclear programme – said on 
February 29 that Washington was 
ready to help Iran fight the virus if its 
leaders requested it. 

But Khamenei reiterated Iran’s 
rejection, charging that Washington, 
with whom it has had no diplomatic 
relations for more than 40 years, was 
“capable” of wanting to intensify the 

epidemic in the Islamic republic.
“Today america is our most fero-

cious and vicious enemy,” Khamenei 
said in his address to the nation.

“The american leaders are liars, 
manipulators, impudent and greedy 
. . . They are charlatans,” he said, also 
labelling them “absolutely ruthless” 
and “terrorists”.

The american proposals “to help 
us with medicines and treatments, 
provided we ask for them, are 
strange”, he said, noting that the US 
itself suffers from “a horrible shortage 
not only of disease prevention equip-
ment but also of medicines”. 

Speaking to Washington, he added: “If 
you have something, use it for yourself.”

‘Times of hardship’ 
Khamenei advised Iranians that 

“everyone should follow the instruc-
tions” of the authorities to fight the 
epidemic “so that almighty God will 
put an end to this calamity for the 
Iranian people, for all muslim nations 
and for all mankind”.

Jahanpour said Tehran province 
had reported 249 new cases and the 
central province of Yazd, where 84 
new patients had been counted, 
“could become a new focus of the 
disease in the coming days”.

To limit the spread of the virus, the 
authorities have asked people to refrain 
from travelling during the nation’s cur-

rent New Year celebrations. 
In Iran “about 68 per cent of deaths 

from covid-19 disease are people over 
60 years of age”, Jahanpour said, stress-
ing that family trips “are generally risk 
factors for this age group”. 

Iran has a population of some 
81 million and the disease is 
present in all 31 provinces. 

While it refuses to seek 
assistance from the ameri-
can “Great Satan”, the Islam-
ic republic has not closed the 
door to international help. 

Iran said that by mid-march it 
had received medical equipment 
or financial aid from azerbaijan, 
Britain, china, France, Ger-
many, Japan, Qatar, 
russia, Turkey and 
the United arab 
Emirates. 

aid group 
D o c t o r s 
Without 
B o r -
ders 

(mSF) announced on Sunday it would 
send a 50-bed inflatable hospital and 
a nine-person emergency team to 
Isfahan, Iran’s third largest city. 

“Iran is by far the hardest hit 
country in the region and 

Isfahan is the second 
most affected prov-

ince in the country, 
and we hope that 
our aid will relieve, 
at least in part, the 

pressure on the local 
health system,” said 
Julie reverse, mSF’s 

representative in 
Iran. AFP

US SEcrETarY of State mike Pom-
peo arrived in the afghan capital on 
monday amid an ongoing political 
crisis, a raging Taliban insurgency 
and rising coronavirus cases – all of 
which further threaten an already-
floundering peace process.

Pompeo was set to meet with 
afghan President ashraf Ghani 
along with his archrival abdullah 
abdullah, who also claims the pres-
idency, following a contested elec-
tion last year.

according to a pool report from a 
journalist accompanying Pompeo, 
the top US diplomat was welcomed 
by special envoy Zalmay Khalilzad 
– the lead US negotiator in recent 
talks with the Taliban – after arriv-
ing at Kabul airport.

The visit comes just a day after the 
afghan government and the Taliban 
held their first discussion on arrang-
ing prisoner exchanges – a key step 
in a broader push for peace follow-
ing a withdrawal deal signed 
between Washington and the mili-
tants last month.

The agreement established a 
framework for bringing to an end 
america’s longest war following 
the invasion of afghanistan in 
2001.

Khalilzad tweeted on Sunday it 
was “urgent” to quickly conclude 
plans for the prisoner swap – as 
called for in the US pact with the 
Taliban – with the coronavirus pan-
demic complicating diplomatic 
contacts.

The deal called for the release of 
up to 5,000 Taliban fighters held by 
Kabul, and up to 1,000 members of 
the afghan government forces in 
insurgent hands.

That was meant to take place 
before the start of peace talks origi-
nally set for march 10 between the 
government – which was not a par-
ty to the negotiations that produced 
the Doha deal – and the Taliban.

after initially refusing to release 
the Taliban prisoners, Ghani 
announced that the authorities 
would free 1,500 insurgents as a 
“gesture of goodwill” with plans to 
free another 3,500 prisoners after 
the talks are underway. 

The Taliban rejected the offer.
The Doha accord also calls for the 

gradual withdrawal of american 
and other foreign troops over a 
14-month period – the main focus 
of the US diplomatic efforts.

The first phase of that withdrawal 
has already begun, though some 
troop movements have been slowed 
by the coronavirus pandemic.

In exchange, the Taliban commit-
ted to fight jihadist groups like al-
Qaeda and promised to negotiate for 
the first time with Kabul. 

But since the Doha agreement was 
signed, the Taliban have carried out 
scores of attacks.

Political chaos in Kabul has fur-
ther complicated matters, with 
Ghani’s former chief executive 
abdullah also claiming the presi-
dency following last September’s 
bitterly disputed election.

The impasse and continued fight-
ing along with the world’s preoccu-
pation with coronavirus has sparked 
fears the window for a peace deal is 
closing fast.

afghan health officials have 
reported just 40 cases of the novel 
coronavirus and one death to date. 

however health experts fear the 
contagion is spreading as tens of 
thousands of afghans have returned 
home in recent weeks after fleeing 
virus-hit Iran. AFP

Iran’s supreme leader Ali Khamenei said 
Washington, with whom it has had 

no diplomatic relations for more than 40 
years, was ‘capable’ of wanting to intensify 

the epidemic in the Islamic republic. AFP
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I
N ThE wake of the World health 
Organisation declaring the novel 
coronavirus outbreak a pandemic 
on march 11, the US Federal 

reserve, in its most dramatic move 
since the 2008 global financial crisis, cut 
its benchmark interest rate to near zero. 

While the central banks of several 
countries, including canada and 
Britain, followed the Fed to cut their 
interest rates, the central banks of 
economies with no room for rate cuts 
as they already have negative interest 
rates, such as Japan and the EU, 
decided to expand credit support or 
asset purchase.

Which suggest that, to cope with 
the impact of the coronavirus out-
break on economies and the global 
financial market, major central banks 
may adopt loose monetary policy 
sooner or later.

Given that the spread of coronavi-
rus is yet to be effectively curbed out-
side china even after almost two 
months, its negative impact on the 
world economy could be huge. also, 
if the global financial market declines 
sharply, major central banks includ-
ing the Fed are expected to launch a 
new round of loose monetary policy, 
in order to stabilise market expecta-
tions and arrest the economic 
decline.

however, despite the increasing 
possibility of further loosening of 
monetary policy across the world to 
overcome the impact of the outbreak, 
the yuan is expected to remain stable, 
even rise slightly against the US dollar.

First, since china has largely con-
tained the outbreak within the coun-
try-while many countries continue to 
fight the virus by taking stringent 
measures-the country is relatively 
well placed to resume normal pro-
duction soon.

Second, although the People’s Bank 
of china, the country’s central bank, 
has also cut the interest rate to 
increase liquidity, its loose monetary 
policy is moderate compared with 
those of EU and US central banks. 
The interest rate spread of china and 
the US’ national debt reflect the dif-
ference in the two countries’ loose 
monetary policy. For example, the 
10-year return rate on chinese gov-
ernment bonds is to 2.6 per cent, 
while in the US it is only 0.8 per cent.

and third, international financial 
capital is currently inclined to flow 
into china. Even at the height of the 
novel coronavirus outbreak in china, 
foreign financial institutions 

increased their investment in the 
country’s bond market. 

By the end of February, for 
instance, foreign institutions held 
chinese bonds worth 2.28 trillion 
yuan ($321.16 billion), up 90.2 billion 
yuan from the end of 2019. The trend 
of foreign capital flowing into the 
chinese market is likely to continue 

as chinese enterprises gradually 
resume production now that the out-
break has been largely contained in 
the country.

These factors are conducive to the 
yuan remaining stable, even slightly 
rise against the dollar.

But the reduction in china’s current 
account surplus, and a possible cur-
rent account deficit this year, may 

have a negative impact on the yuan’s 
exchange rate. Data released by the 
National Bureau of Statistics in march 
show china’s total import and export 
value in the first two months of the 
year was about $592 billion in US dol-
lar terms, a decline of 11 per cent 
year-on-year. While exports declined 
17.2 per cent to about $292 billion, 

imports fell four per cent to about 
$300 billion. In real terms, the trade 
deficit was $7.09 billion in the first two 
months of this year, compared with a 
trade surplus of $41.5 billion in the 
corresponding period last year.

Because of the novel coronavirus 
pandemic, EU and US imports from 
china could further decline. as the 
“world’s factory”, china could also 

face more problems than any other 
economy if the global industrial 
chain suffers a major disruption. and 
the fact that china has to expand 
purchase of US commodities accord-
ing to the recently signed “phase one” 
Sino-US trade deal will make it diffi-
cult for china to maintain a high cur-
rent account surplus as in the past.

and since the high current account 
surplus has been a major reason for 
the yuan’s stability against the US 
dollar, the impact of a current 
account deficit on the yuan’s 
exchange rate cannot be ignored.

Financial markets across the world 
are experiencing a slump due to the 
pandemic, yet the yuan has been rel-
atively stable. and to ensure the chi-
nese currency remains stable, the 
authorities should take measures to 
minimise the chances of the yuan 
fluctuating wildly, especially in off-
shore trading, against the dollar amid 
the rapidly changing global financial 
market. CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The writer is a senior analyst with the Bank of 
China, Macao branch. The views do not  
necessarily reflect those of China Daily.

Opinion
Ding Meng

Vital to keep yuan stable after  
US Fed rate cut

The reduction in China’s current account surplus, and a possible current account deficit this year, may have a negative impact on the 
yuan’s exchange rate. Afp

The impact of a current 
account deficit on the yuan’s 

exchange rate cannot  
be ignored
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I
N 2010, Solida Seng at-
tended a get-together at 
a beer garden and wit-
nessed an unpleasant 

scene she’d likely never forget. 
Her male colleagues invited 
a group of the bar’s women 
staff over and began groping 
them without consent.

Shocked by their behaviour, 
she asked them to explain their 
actions. The group of men dis-
missed her reprimand, claim-
ing their behaviour was per-
fectly fine as long as they gave 
the women extra tips.

Solida says she couldn’t 
imagine being in those work-
ers’ shoes and being physical-
ly violated by men. Women, 
she says, should be regarded 
as precious rather than sub-
jected to unwelcome advanc-
es from strange men.

“All women are created 
unique and equal by God. All 
women have the same value in 
society. All women shall be pro-
tected and supported and all 
women are precious!” she says.

As a feminist, Solida was 
moved by the experience and 
started thinking of ways to 
help. She gathered six of her 
friends, and with an initial 
donation of $20 each, she 
founded Precious Women.

Solida told The Post :“In Cam-
bodia five years ago, women 
were not well educated. They 
were valued less and had little 
opportunity. They were vulner-
able to sexual exploitation and 
violence, especially those who 
work in beer gardens.

“We’re now providing them 
with consultation and em-
powering them to another 

level. With this, we hope they 
will realise they have value 
and can live their lives with 
dignity. I want to give them 
hope,” he says.

Precious Women aims to 
give the opportunity of a 
better life to young women 
working in karaoke bars, beer 
gardens and brothels. To suc-
ceed, Solida says she needs to 
expand her the number of her 
staff and volunteers.

The organisation is divided 
into two programmes – out-
reach and butterfly. The out-
reach programme involves 
staff making direct contact 
with the women.

After a relationship is built, 
they are invited to the butter-
fly programme, which is where 
they are taught different life 
skills, like sewing, cooking, Eng-
lish, and computer literacy.

Solida received a donation 
of about $300 and spent it on 
business cards to distribute to 
women in the entertainment 
industry. If they want to get 
out of their current situation, 
Solida encourages them to 
call the number on the card.

There are currently 23 
women receiving vocational 
training and English instruc-
tion from Precious Women. 
The expectation is that wom-
en can use these skills to gain 
proper employment after 
they quit their night jobs.

The skills will enable them 
to earn a sufficient income to 
support their families while 
putting a stop to social stereo-
types against female workers 
in the entertainment industry.

Precious Women director 
Kong Sopheak has been with 
the organisation for eight 

years. Kong comes from a ru-
ral area and says she was ex-
cited to join an organisation 
that values women, especially 
underprivileged ones like her.

“Before I started working 
here, I had heard the name 
‘Precious Women’ and it ap-
pealed to me. I wanted to join 
the organisation,” she says. 

Kong recounted a time she 
walked to the training hall 
where some young women 
were learning cosmetology 
skills to help them find work 
at a beauty salon.

Among the dozen students, 
some sat in salon chairs al-
lowing their peers to apply 
make-up and practice hair-
dressing. Then they switched 
roles, and at the end of it all, 
not only did they look beauti-
ful, they had picked up some 
new skills too.

While watching them style 
each other’s hair, Kong told The 
Post: “I was from the country-
side when I first came here. I 
knew nothing about computers 
or English. Luckily, while work-

ing here, I had an opportunity 
to pursue my education.”

The organisation offers 
classes ranging from sewing, 
cosmetology, and cooking to 
general education, English, 
and computer literacy.

Vulnerable women can seek 
psychological counselling if 
work pressures start to over-
whelm them. Solida also plans 
to offer temporary housing 
and scholarships to them.

“We went down to the beer 
garden after getting permis-
sion from the business own-
ers to teach the women about 
empowerment.

“This year, about 224 wom-
en joined our women em-
powerment workshop and 
80 of them decided to quit 
their night jobs after they had 
picked up life skills,” she says.

According to Kong, the 
organisation also arranges 
monthly networking events 
for the women to help them 
bond and support each other.

“Every month, we invite 
about 20 people from different 

beer gardens, and night enter-
tainment businesses. What we 
do is like team-building. We 
play games, listen to their sto-
ries and let them know we are 
all rooting for them.”

The daughters and sisters 
of those participating in the 
workshops are also invited to 
join if they are out of school.

“Our policy is to focus on 
saving women employed in 
the nightlife business. But if 
they have daughters or sis-
ters who are out of school, we 
will include them in our free 
training programme, but they 
must be between 16 and 30 
years old,” Kong says.

Since its inception, Precious 
Women has empowered more 
than 1,000 women to change 
jobs. But Kong says there is no 
pressure to switch careers.

“We would not force them 
to leave their night jobs. Hav-
ing them come to a class is al-
ready a good sign of change,” 
she says.

In some cases, Precious Wom-
en can offer them small loans if 

wish to start a small business.
“It’s not much, but it can 

help them set up a small busi-
ness. We don’t charge inter-
est and they can pay us back 
starting from $10 per month,” 
Kong says.

She says the organisation 
also plans on opening a res-
taurant to further enable them 
to build a strong community 
of like-minded women.

Kong admitted that due to 
financial issues, some women 
still have to carry on working 
at night to support their fami-
lies. But she’s pleased to see 
some of the workers move on 
to bigger and better things. 

“Some of our previous stu-
dents now are living in bigger 
houses with better living con-
ditions. I can say they are the 
pride of our organisation,” 
she says.

Precious Women is located 
at #36, Street 35D, Dangkao, 
Phnom Penh. More informa-
tion can be found at its web-
site www.preciouswomen.org 
or call 012 902 489.
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Around the NGOs
Organisation 
offers night 
workers an 
alternative 

Precious Women founder Solida Seng. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM The skills will enable them to earn a sufficient income to support their families. SUPPLIeD

There are currently 23 women receiving vocational training and English instruction from Precious Women. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM
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asia puts own spin on meat alternatives
F

rOm lab-grown “sea-
food” to dumplings 
made with tropical 
fruit instead of pork, 

rising demand for sustain-
able meat alternatives in asia 
is spawning creative products 
to appeal to local palates. 

meat and seafood consump-
tion in asia is projected to 
soar, fuelled by growing mid-
dle classes in booming econo-
mies, but green groups warn 
of the environmental damage 
such a trend could bring. 

Demand for plant-based 
meat alternatives is still na-
scent in asia, but is never-
theless rising by about 30 
per cent annually and is par-
ticularly strong in developed 
markets such as South Korea, 
hong Kong and Singapore, 
industry players say.

“We do see that there is a 
growing environmental con-
sciousness among consum-
ers around the world – and 
that’s not different in asia,” 
said andre menezes of coun-
try Foods, which distributes 
products made by US alter-
native meat outfit Impossible 
Foods in Singapore.

meat consumption is an envi-
ronmental threat as cattle pro-
duce methane, a potent green-
house gas, while logging forests, 
which take carbon dioxide out 
of the atmosphere, to make 
way for animals destroys natu-
ral barriers to climate change, 
environmentalists warn.

Eating seafood meanwhile 
can deplete already under-
pressure fish stocks.

US alternative meat titans 
have already seen the oppor-
tunity in asia, with Impossi-
ble Foods seeking to establish 
a presence in china and rival 
Beyond meat, which makes 
plant-based burgers, plan-
ning to open a production 
facility in the region.

But they face competition 
from local startups, who are 
thinking beyond simply mak-
ing faux burgers, and may 
be better in tune with what 
consumers want in a diverse 

region that is fiercely proud of 
its culinary traditions.

They are planning products 
ranging from chinese-style 
steamed dumplings filled with 
fake pork made from jackfruit 
– a yellow, chewy tropical 
fruit – to imitation crab and 
fish balls, a processed seafood 
snack popular across asia.

Fruity, not meaty
Startup Karana is behind the 

jackfruit dumplings, which it 
plans to launch this year, and 
is also developing buns filled 
with imitation barbecue pork 
to mimic a mainstay of “dim 
sum” restaurants, where cus-
tomers choose from an array 
of small dishes.

company co-founder Blair 
crichton hopes to create fa-
miliar products that can win 
over meat eaters. 

“We’re not necessarily go-
ing to be promoting that it’s 
jackfruit – it’s about packag-
ing it in a way that is familiar 
to consumers,” he said.

Singapore-based startup 
Sophie’s BioNutrients is work-
ing with scientists at a local 
university to grow microalgae 
in nutrient-rich soybean resi-
due, a waste product from the 
food processing industry.

They plan to convert the al-
gae to protein powder, which 
will then be used to make 
imitation seafood products, 
such as fish balls and crab.

The process does not de-
plete seafood stocks or cause 
environmental damage, 
which traditional fishing can.

The company’s founder 
Eugene Wang said people in 
many asian countries saw 
food as their best tradition 
– and that simply trying to 
sell them plant-based patties 
would not cut it.

“If you want to market to 
these people, you want to 
sell it in a burger format? No 
way,” said Wang, whose com-
pany received SG$1.0 mil-
lion (US$700,000) funding 
from the city-state’s sovereign 
wealth fund Temasek.

Wang also founded Sophie’s 
Kitchen, a US company sell-
ing plant-based crab cakes 
and shrimp in North america, 
Britain and australia, but he 
is planning a range for asian 
palates under the new com-
pany, which is independently 
operated.

Several sustainable food 
startups have chosen to launch 
in Singapore and use it as a 
base to sell products across the 
region, with Temasek provid-
ing some financial backing.

Still, such companies may have 
a hard time convincing consum-
ers with traditional tastes to 
change to their products. 

Seow chin Juen, an analyst 

focusing on food and nutrition 
in the region at consultancy 
Euromonitor International, 
said the “novelty aspect” was 
currently driving most sales of 
alternative meats.

But this was “not sufficient to 
convert mass market consum-
ers to consume these products 
on a regular basis”, he added.

Olivia hayden Ong, a 28 year-
old food and lifestyle writer in 
the city-state, was also skep-
tical people would rush to 
switch to jackfruit dumplings 
and algae fish balls.

“I think it’ll be slow [to catch 
on], we still like our chicken 
rice, we still like our spare 
ribs,” she said. AFP

Karana chef Sowmiya Venkatesan prepares plant-based pork and chive dumplings. AFP

Beyond Meat, a mainstay in the vegetarian food scene since it was founded in 2009, recently released a line of breakfast sausages. AFP

Tom hanks out 
of quarantine, 
feeling ‘better’ 
hOLLY WOOD megastar 
Tom hanks said he and 
wife rita Wilson were on 
the mend on monday, after 
two weeks in hospital and 
self-isolation with the 
coronavirus.

“hey folks, two weeks 
after our first symptoms 
and we feel better,” he post-
ed in a social media mes-
sage to fans, urging them to 
respect lockdown advice.

The multiple Oscar-win-
ning actor was on australia’s 
Gold coast to film an Elvis 
Presley biopic when he and 
Wilson, both 63, came down 
with the disease.

The pair were admitted to 
hospital, where they were 
treated before being released 

into self-isolation last week.
The movie has since been 

put on ice.
as both the US and aus-

tralia struggled to curb 
infections and keep people 
from social gathering plac-
es, hanks on monday urged 
supporters to listen to 
advice about containing the 
pandemic. 

“Sheltering in place works 
like this: You don’t give it to 
anyone – you don’t get it 
from anyone. common 
sense, no?”

“Going to take a while but 
if we take care of each other, 
help where we can, and give 
up some comforts . . . this 
too shall pass. We can figure 
this out.” AFP

Tom Hanks was on Australia’s Gold Coast to film an Elvis Presley 
biopic when he and Wilson, both 63, contracted the virus. AFP



DISGRACED Hollywood 
mogul Harvey Weinstein 
has tested positive for the 
novel coronavirus, US 
media reported Sunday.

Weinstein, 68, is in prison 
in northern New York state 
after being sentenced to 23 
years in jail for rape and 
sexual assault.

The fallen film producer’s 
diagnosis was reported Sun-
day evening by celebrity 
news website TMZ and local 
paper the Niagara Gazette.

Weinstein’s spokespeople 
have declined to comment 
to US media on the subject.

The New York State 
Department of Corrections 
did not respond when con-
tacted by AFP for confirma-
tion of the reports.

Sources told TMZ that 
Weinstein was one of two 
inmates to test positive at 
the high-security Wende 
Correctional Facility north-
west of New York City and 
that he has had no contact 
with family or his lawyers 
since his diagnosis. 

Prior to his transfer, he 
stayed at Rikers Island pris-
on and a Manhattan hospi-
tal, where he was treated 

for chest pains.
Crowded US prisons have 

the potential to become 
hotbeds for coronavirus 
infections. Last week, 
guards at Rikers and New 
York’s Sing Sing prison test-
ed positive for the virus, 
local media reported.

As of Sunday, the virus 
has killed 417 people in the 
US out of more than 33,000 
cases, according to a track-
er managed by Johns Hop-
kins University.

Weinstein was convicted in 
February of a criminal sexual 
act in the first degree and 

rape in the third degree, while 
being cleared of predatory 
sexual assault charges.

He was convicted of rap-
ing ex-actress Jessica Mann 
in 2013 and of forcibly per-
forming oral sex on former 
production assistant Mimi 
Haleyi in 2006.

Nearly 90 women, includ-
ing Angelina Jolie and Sal-
ma Hayek, have leveled 
sexual misconduct allega-
tions against Weinstein, the 
Oscar-winning producer of 
“Shakespeare in Love” and 
numerous other critical 
and box office hits. AFP

Weinstein tests positive for Covid-19

FACEBOOK on Monday began 
enlisting outside developers to cre-
ate ways its Messenger service can 
help health organisations battling 
the novel coronavirus.

The social network also invited soft-
ware savants to take part in an online 
“hackathon” aimed at creating ways 
to use Messenger to ease social-dis-
tancing and deliver accurate informa-
tion about the pandemic, according 
to Messenger vice president Stan 
Chudnovsky in a blog post.

He unveiled a global programme 
intended to connect government 
health organisations and UN agencies 
with developers who can create ways 
to use Messenger share accurate 
information and speed up responses 
to people’s questions.

Software makers, for example, could 
help agencies automate answering 
common questions, to allow staff to 

tackle more challenging tasks.
Developers can also help organisa-

tions use software to quickly distrib-
ute updated information.

Unicef and Pakistan’s Ministry of 
National Health  already use Messen-
ger to keep people posted about 
Covid-19, according to the Facebook-
owned messaging platform.

Facebook-owned messaging serv-
ice WhatsApp recently launched a 
free World Health Organisation 
(WHO) alert designed to answer 
questions about the coronavirus and 
debunk “coronavirus myths”.

The service, launching in English, 
is to expand in coming weeks to 
include Arabic, Chinese, French, Rus-
sian and Spanish.

WhatsApp last week launched a 
Coronavirus Information Hub in 
partnership with WHO and UN 
organisations.

WhatsApp, which claims more than 
a billion users, issued a $1 million 
grant to an International Fact Check-
ing Network alliance devoted to 
reporting on coronavirus rumors 
spreading on messaging services.

“We think the most important step 
WhatsApp can take is to help connect 
people directly with public health 
officials providing crucial updates 
about coronavirus,” it said.

Concerns have been raised about 
WhatsApp and other messaging serv-
ices being used to spread bogus 
information about coronavirus.

WhatsApp software prevents users 
from blasting messages to massive 
numbers of people at once, which 
tends to be a spam tactic.

The service also labels forwarded 
or chain messages to show people 
they did not come directly from a 
friend or family member. AFP
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Flying roses 
for Lebanese 
mom despite 
virus outbreak

I
N A quiet Lebanese town 
under lockdown over 
the novel coronavirus, 
a drone buzzed towards 

a balcony on Saturday to de-
liver a red rose to a mother 
grinning in surprise.

The Covid-19 pandemic 
may have put a damper on 
Mother’s Day in Lebanon this 
year, but three students have 
come up with a new service to 
celebrate the occasion with-
out flouting social distancing 
restrictions.

Down in the street in the 
coastal town of Jounieh, 18-
year-old Christopher Ibrahim 
texts a teenager who has or-
dered a flower drop-off for his 
mother, asking him to bring 
the family onto the balcony.

He slips a single rose in a 
ring hanging under the air-
craft and it lifts off into the 
air to carry the flower to its 
intended recipient.

“It’s Mother’s Day and ev-
erything’s closed,” said the 

engineering student, wearing 
a light blue face mask.

For almost a week, most 
Lebanese have been ordered 
to remain at home to stem 
the spread of Covid-19. The 
airport has closed and all 
non-essential businesses 
have been told to shutter.

Lebanon has recorded 206 
cases of the novel coronavi-
rus so far, and counted four 
deaths.

“I wanted to think of some-
thing that would enable peo-
ple make their mothers hap-
py in the safest way –  without 
there being contact with any-
one,” Ibrahim said.

Ibrahim, who has filmed 
weddings using a drone and 
also volunteers for the Leba-
nese Red Cross, decided on 
the idea of an airborne rose.

“I thought if it was delivered 
by drone, there would be zero 
contact,” he said. 

But beyond cheering up 
mothers in lockdown, Ibra-

him says the unconvention-
al flower delivery service 
also aims to support medi-
cal workers battling the 
pandemic.

“Everything we make from 
this project will go to the Red 
Cross,” he said. Each rose de-
livery costs between 10,000 

and 20,000 Lebanese pounds 
($6.60-$13) depending on the 
location.

Lebanese officials fear an 
increase in Covid-19 cases 
would overwhelm local hos-
pitals, in a country already 
reeling from an economic 
crisis and mass anti-govern-

ment protests.
Lebanon has been largely 

quiet in recent days, although 
food stores have remained 
open and there have been 
some vehicles in the streets.

Ministers and lawmakers 
have called for a full curfew, 
and Prime Minister Hassan 

Diab was expected to speak 
on Saturday evening.

An estimated 900 million 
people are now confined to 
their homes in 35 countries 
around the world – two-thirds 
by government lockdown 
orders, according to an AFP 
tally. AFP

A woman reaches out to catch a rose delivered to her via a drone on Mother’s Day in the Lebanon. Three students have come up with a new service 
to celebrate the occasion without flouting social distancing restrictions. AFP

Facebook aims its Messenger at coronavirus battle

Facebook also invited software savants to take part in an online ‘hackathon’ aimed at 
creating ways to use Messenger to ease social-distancing and deliver accurate  
information about the pandemic. AFP

Harvey Weinstein appears at his arraignment in Manhattan Criminal Court in New 
York. AFP
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‘Joy of spring’: Japan fetes cherry blossoms
T

he crowds might be thin-
ner and parties smaller, but 
warnings from officials over 
the coronavirus have done 

little to stop Japanese celebrating as 
the country’s famed cherry trees ex-
plode into bloom.

Over a warm long weekend in To-
kyo, people packed into traditional 
blossom hotspots, many not even 
wearing face masks, to admire the 
fluffy white and pink flowers hang-
ing from delicate stems.

Tokyo governor Yuriko Koike ad-
mitted that taking cherry blossom 
parties away from Japanese was like 
“taking hugs away from Italians”, but 
urged people to avoid gathering in 
large groups to drink and snack un-
der the trees. 

“I come here every year. I feel bad 
if I miss it,” etsuo Fujisawa, a 57 
year-old dental technician said as he 

walked through the city’s Ueno Park 
where 800 cherry trees are in full 
bloom. 

The sides of the main street were 
roped off, with signs saying “no party 
zones” posted to discourage picnick-
ers.

“There are more people than I 
thought,” Fujisawa added.

‘One party at least’ 
at another popular spot, the chi-

dorigafuchi park and walking path, 
a sign warned that while “awesome 
cherry blossoms will cause thou-
sands of people to gather here... 
please refrain from enjoying eating 
and drinking.”

Nearby, a group of women sat 
picnicking, none of them wearing 
masks.

Loudspeakers in Ueno Park blared 
messages warning against gather-

ings, and there was little sign of the 
massive company parties that are 
popular during the season.

But there were plenty of small 
groups and couples sitting close to 
each other on mats drinking and eat-
ing under the cherry trees.

Yuichiro Tanaka, a vegetable whole-
saler, was picnicking with friends de-
spite the warnings.

“We are told to exercise self-re-
straint but I wanted to have one 
party at least,” Tanaka said, describ-
ing hanami – flower viewing – as “the 
real joy of spring”.

But he said he had taken some 
heed of the official advice.

“Usually we have hanami parties 
every weekend during the flower 
season, but this year we do this only 
once, only today.”

The cherry blossom season is one 
of Japan’s most important national 

events, with weather forecasters 
competing every year to offer the 
most accurate predictions on the 
first blossoms in major cities.

It is also usually big business, with 
tourists planning holidays to catch 
the fleeting season and restaurants 
offering delicacies inspired by the 
flowers.

‘Good to be outside’
But the virus has changed that, 

with more than 1,000 known infec-
tions and 41 deaths so far. many 
schools are closed and offices have 
asked staff to work from home. 

researchers at Kansai University 
expect the outbreak to slash business 
earnings during the blossom season 
by nearly 40 per cent.

In South Korea, which has record-
ed nearly 9,000 infections and more 
than 100 deaths from the virus, of-

ficials responsible for the country’s 
biggest blossom event said monday 
they would put up barriers to block 
access.

“Since we can’t completely stop 
spring-time picnickers from coming, 
we are closing all key cherry blossom 
spots which will have the same ef-
fect as preventing tourists,” said huh 
Sung-moo, the mayor of changwon 
city, which includes the blossom 
hotspot Jinhae.

In Japan, the government is mov-
ing to lift some restrictions, includ-
ing allowing schools in parts of the 
country to reopen.

Kanon Sagara, a 17 year-old high 
school student who has been stuck 
at home during the closures, said 
taking in the blossoms at Ueno was a 
chance to finally get some fresh air.

“It feels good to be outside. It feels 
nice.” AFP

Don’t stop the music: DJ hosts 
10-hour Instagram dance party
JUST because there’s a pan-
demic going on, it doesn’t 
mean the party has to stop. 
and one DJ has kept it going 
– for 10 hours at a time.

The coronavirus has upend-
ed daily lives, with thousands 
of deaths around the world. 
many people are staying at 
home in an effort to stem the 
rapid-fire spread.

celebrity DJ D-Nice has 
begun hosting virtual dance 
parties on his Instagram Live 
channel in an effort to lift 
spirits as people self-isolate 
over coronavirus concerns.

many of his a-list friends – 
including rihanna, common 
and John Legend – have made 
guest appearances thanks to 
Instagram Live’s split feature, 
which lets two people appear 

in a split-screen.
On Wednesday, D-Nice 

posted on Instagram that he 
would be hosting “home 
School,” a “social distancing 
dance party.”

he set up his turntables in 
his kitchen and invited his 
950,000 followers to tune in 
and dance along.

What followed was a nine-
hour long party that featured 
guest appearances from 
celebrities such as LL cool J, 
mary J Blige, Naomi campbell 
and Lena Waithe.

“I can’t believe that I started 
the home School social dis-
tancing dance party just four 
days ago and it’s become a 
place for us to virtually dance 
together and stay connected,” 
D-Nice wrote in an Instagram 

post on Thursday.
“From my kitchen, I’m able 

to send positive vibrations to 
each of you.”

D-Nice, who first entered the 
music scene in the 1980s as a 
member of the Bronx hip-hop 
group BDP, has begun hosting 
nightly dance parties in his 
kitchen, officially dubbed 
“club Quarantine”.

more than 100,000 people 
tuned in for his Saturday cel-
ebration, which lasted for 10 
hours and had appearances 
f rom for mer f i rst lady 
michelle Obama, presiden-
tial hopefuls Joe Biden and 
Bernie Sanders, and musi-
cian Diddy – who also sent 
the DJ a bottle of ciroc vodka, 
in which Diddy owns a stake, 
during the set.

The party also included a 
shoutout to healthcare work-
ers battling the coronavirus.

“homeschool is a thing!” 
D-Nice said in a Saturday 
post. “This has been a great 
way to keep our spirits 
high.”

chasten Buttigieg, who is 
married to former presiden-
tial hopeful Pete Buttigieg, 
agreed.

“Thanks for the dance party 
last night @djdnice,” chasten 
tweeted Sunday morning.

“Pajamas acceptable, 
nobody to judge my dance 
moves, all the snacks I pre-
ferred – honestly we should 
do this more often.”

D-Nice seems only too hap-
py to oblige: class resumes 
Sunday night. AFP

Over a warm long weekend in Tokyo, people packed into traditional blossom hotspots, many not even wearing face masks, to admire the fluffy white and pink flowers hanging from delicate stems. AFP

DJ D-Nice hosts virtual dance parties in his kitchen.  AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 “Don’t go yet!”
  5 Poems with “To” in their titles
  9 Lowered one’s voice (with 

“down”)
 14 “Quiet, you!”
 15 Walking aid
 16 A maternal relation
 17 Emerald Isle language
 18 Pennsylvania port
 19 Reagan or Wilson
 20 This puzzle’s theme, as you will 

see
 23 Before, poetically
 24 “First off ...”
 25 Willies-inducing
 28 Smart-alecky, in a way
 30 Humble 
33  Velvet Underground drummer 

Tucker
 34 Meadow
 36 “___ many cooks spoil the broth”
 37 Music on a carnival ride
 38 How or when to rock?
 42 Not too hot?
 43 Beluga spawn, e.g.
 44 Author Kesey
 45 Common conjunction

 46 Ballpark levels
 48 Faith of many a Founder
 52 Mountain range
 54 Omelet ingredient
 56 Undercover org.
 57 Comes into view, in a way
 61 “Saturday Night Live” segments
 63 A certain chorister
 64 100 cents, in Cape Town
 65 Napa Valley wine variety
 66 Pirouette pivots
 67 Tommie of the Miracle Mets
 68 Mad as a wet hen
 69 “That’s ___!” (You’re on!)
 70 Bird with a forked tail
DOWN
  1 “___ the beef?” (old Wendy’s 

slogan)
  2 First light of day
  3 Debate subjects
  4 In that case
  5 Pacific or Atlantic
  6 Rye grass
  7 “National Velvet” writer Bagnold
  8 Reader of the future
  9 Extreme poverty
 10 Completely silly
 11 Prevalent all over
 12 “I could go on, but won’t”

 13 “The Partridge Family”  
actress Susan

 21 Senior member
 22 Time-teller’s contraction
 26 President between  

Tyler and Taylor
 27 “The best is ___ to come!”
 29 Not the best part of town
 31 Which cheek to turn?
 32 “___ is me!” (“Alas”)
 35 Mrs. Rocky Balboa
 37 Kind of ranger or wolf
 38 Eastern royalty
 39 Restaurant activity
 40 Small digit?
 41 Building shelf
 42 “As I ___ saying ...”
 46 Like a good companion
 47 Small couch
 49 Cold snap to the max?
 50 One with a confession to make
 51 Drive bonkers
 53 Helicopter blade
 55 Casper, for one
 58 Table material
 59 Messy one
 60 Baby sitter’s handful
 61 It’s an escape from the rat race
 62 Relative

“CIRCLE OF FEAR?” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution



United’s Fellaini first Chinese virus case
FORMER Manchester United 
star Marouane Fellaini has test-
ed positive for the coronavirus, 
he said on Sunday, becoming 
the first known case in the Chi-
nese Super League (CSL).

The 32-year-old Belgian 
international midfielder, who 
recently returned to his CSL 
team Shandong Luneng, wrote 
on Twitter “Thanks to the fans, 
medical staff and the club for 
their care and attention.

“I will follow the treatment 
and hope to return to the game 
as soon as possible. Please eve-
ryone stay safe,” he added, post-
ing a picture of himself smiling 
and giving a thumbs-up.

Shandong Luneng said Fel-
laini had a normal tempera-
ture and was feeling fine, but 

“is under observation and 
having treatment at a desig-
nated medical facility”.

“The club will do its best to 
help in the treatment and 
recovery of the player.”

Fellaini is the latest high-
profile name in football to 
catch the disease, along with 
Juventus forward Paulo Dyba-
la, Chelsea winger Callum 
Hudson-Odoi and Arsenal 
manager Mikel Arteta.

Former Real Madrid presi-
dent Lorenzo Sanz, who was 
hospitalised with the corona-
virus, died on Saturday at the 
age of 76.

But Fellaini is the first con-
firmed case in the CSL, deal-
ing a blow to the league’s 
hopes of starting the season 

as early as next month. 
The campaign was supposed 

to begin last month but has 
been indefinitely postponed 
by the outbreak.

Fellaini, also formerly of 
Everton, joined Shandong 
Luneng from Manchester 
United in February last year 
for a reported 7.2 million 
euros.

Chinese officials, concerned 
about a second wave of virus 
infections from abroad, will be 
taking a close look at Fellaini’s 
recent travel history to see 
who he had contact with.

Having f lown from Singa-
pore to Shanghai, he report-
edly took a high-speed train 
from there early on Friday 
to Jinan, the city home to 

Shandong Luneng.
He was taken by car to a 

quarantine area and tested for 
the virus on Saturday, Chinese 
media said.

Also on Saturday, the Chi-
nese Football Association said 
the country’s best-known 
player, forward Wu Lei, had 
also tested positive for the 
coronavirus.

Wu, who plays for Spanish 
strugglers Espanyol, is in self-
isolation at home in Barcelona 
and has only mild symptoms.

The coronavirus emerged in 
the central Chinese city of 
Wuhan in December and has 
since spread across the world 
and become a pandemic, killing 
nearly 13,000 people and infect-
ing more than 300,000. afp
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Sport

Covid-19: Dope test hurdle for Tokyo Games
R

ESTRICTIONS imposed due 
to the coronavirus pandemic 
have reduced the number of 
doping tests to a minimum, 

creating another hurdle for the Tokyo 
Olympics to clear to go ahead on time.

The Games are scheduled for To-
kyo from July 24 to August 9, but, 
since Friday, a chorus of sports bod-
ies and athletes federations has be-
gun to urge their postponement. 

The International Testing Agency 
(ITA) had planned an exhaustive 
programme ahead of the Games, 
but anti-doping organisations in 
United States, France, Great Britain 
and Germany have announced in 
the last few days that they are reduc-
ing testing of top-level athletes.

The Chinese anti-doping agency 
stopped its activities at the begin-
ning of February.

The principal reason is the travel 
restrictions affecting 1 billion peo-
ple worldwide, which are designed 
to halt the spread of Covid-19, 

which has caused more than 12,800 
deaths. 

“Our first priority must be public 
health and safety,” the president 
of the World Anti-Doping Agency 
(Wada), Witold Banka, said on Fri-
day. 

Blood or urine testing, designed to 
catch athletes taking steroids, EPO 
or stimulants “continues very much 
reduced at the moment and adjust-
ed to the circumstances, the German 
Anti-Doping Agency (Nada) said.

“As the Olympic and Paralympic 
Games have so far not been can-
celled or postponed, it is important 
that the athletes have a fair chance 
for Tokyo,” Nada said. “This also in-
cludes the necessary doping controls 
and the pre-Olympic test program.

Michael Cepic, director of the Aus-
trian Anti-Doping Agency, said test-
ing had become difficult. 

“It is almost impossible to carry 
out controls”, he said, “unless we 
have a very strong suspicion”.

In the event of a test, out of com-
petition, since the vast majority of 
events have been cancelled, both 
the test taker and the athlete must 
wear protective clothing. 

“But often the controllers are 
health personnel. We’re not going to 
mobilise them and ask them to use 
masks when there is a shortage,” 
said one European anti-doping 
agency. 

‘Everyone is tested’
ITA established a task force last 

year, Francesca Rossi, director of 
testing at the French Anti-Doping 
Agency (AFLD) said. 

“They delivered a first set of recom-
mendations on February 13, 2019, 
which included a file that contains 
names of athletes and the number 
of tests we should carry out on them 
before the Games,” Rossi said.

“The principle is that everyone is 
tested.”

Some 11,000 competitors are ex-

pected to take part in the Summer 
Olympics in 33 sports. The training 
period ahead of the competition 
can be the most profitable period 
for those who want to dope.  

“The closer you are to the Olym-
pics, the lower the risks,” said Cepic. 
“Doping takes place months before-
hand, in order to train harder and 
shorten recovery times.” 

Will the anti-doping programme 
for the Tokyo Olympics suffer as a 
result? 

For Rossi, it is “too early” to say. 
“Of course it’s a major obstacle,” 

said Cepic, “It depends on whether 
the situation drags on or not.” 

In a statement released on Wednes-
day, ITA said: “Current testing limi-
tations and challenges will be duly 
taken into account by the Expert 
Group.”

Cepic acknowledges this period of 
uncertainty could tempt potential 
dopers.

“If you are an athlete who wants 

to cheat, you just have to read the 
media and you know that more or 
less there are no doping control,” he 
said.

“But the possibility for your nor-
mal training is also quite reduced, 
you can dope but you have not the 
possibility to do your usual training 
routine,” he added. “The doping be-
comes less effective.”

Wada accepts that testing must be 
reduced or even halted in the face of 
the pandemic, but Director General 
Olivier Niggli issued a warning.

“There are a number of other tools 
that are available to assist us in pro-
tecting clean sport during periods of 
limited testing,” he said.

He listed the “Athlete Biological 
Passport” and “the long-term storage 
of samples collected before, during 
and after the pandemic, as well as 
the collection and review of any in-
telligence received that could lead to 
target testing, specific analysis or the 
opening of an investigation.” afp

A BEREG kit used for drug and 
doping control in sports.  afp

 A Marouane Fellaini (second right) of China’s Shandong Luneng fights 
for the ball during their AFC Champions League football match. afp
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Football grinds to a halt, except in australia
F

ootball might have 
ground to a halt across 
the world, but not in 
australia where they 

are soldiering on, with a hand-
ful of fans turning up to cheer 
on their teams outside shut-
tered grounds this weekend.

the domestic a-league has 
six rounds to go and Football 
Federation australia decided 
to press ahead without spec-
tators amid the coronavirus 
pandemic, despite two of the 
11 teams undergoing manda-
tory quarantine.

like rugby league and aus-
tralian rules, which are also 
pushing on with their seasons, 
it has lucrative broadcast 
commitments with the fear of 
financial repercussions part of 
the thinking.

In opting to keep going, 
Football Federation australia 
head of leagues Greg o’rourke 
said they were adhering to 
government directives and ex-
pert medical advice.

“We understand that these 
are difficult times for every-
one,” he said.

“We will always put the 
health, welfare and safety of 
our players, coaches, match 
officials, volunteers, adminis-
trators and fans at the centre 
of our decision-making pro-
cess.”

australia is far from immune 
to the virus, and has sealed its 
borders, banning entry to any-
one who is not a citizen or per-
manent resident from Friday 
evening, with more than 1,000 
cases confirmed.

While the action continued, 
there were only four fixtures.

that’s because Wellington 
Phoenix and melbourne Vic-
tory are serving mandatory 
14-day quarantine stints after 
playing in New Zealand last 
weekend and failing to get 
back to australia before tough 
new entry rules took effect.

New Zealand-based Phoenix 
are making the biggest sacri-
fice, relocating to australia so 

the season can be finished, 
separating them from friends 
and family for weeks, if not 
months.

“the decision to travel to 
Sydney in an attempt to com-
plete this season, was made as 
a club,” said Phoenix general 
manager David Dome.

- Weird trip -
Despite being in quarantine 

since last week, health officials 
have allowed them to train at a 
remote facility.

With both teams unable 
to play, their opponents this 
weekend, brisbane roar and 

the Newcastle Jets, faced each 
other instead with roar win-
ning 1-0, thanks to veteran 
forward Scott mcDonald’s 
first-half strike.

Despite the lockout, a hand-
ful of fans chanted and banged 
drums outside the ground 
during the game.

“Incredible effort from 
this pair of roar supporters 
#roarasone,” the team tweet-
ed afterwards, showing a vid-
eo clip of players walking to 
the turnstiles to applaud them 
at the end of the game.

Not everyone approved, de-
spite the players keeping their 

distance.
“really... told to stay away for 

safety reasons and the players 
clap that! No idea of the times 
we are living in,” one support-
er said on twitter.

coached by former liver-
pool star robbie Fowler, it was 
roar’s third win on the trot as 
they moved up to fourth.

melbourne city were also in 
action, thumping the central 
coast mariners 4-2 in an eerily 
quiet central coast Stadium 
to strengthen their hold on 
second place behind leaders 
Sydney Fc.

they also had some die-

hard support with melbourne 
fan Will Purssey finding a 
vantage point outside the 
ground at Gosford, north of 
Sydney, to catch a glimpse of 
the action.

“the weirdest away trip I’ve 
ever done,” he said on social 
media. “the players after the 
game, they came up to me -- 
social distancing obviously, but 
massive thank you to them.”

Sydney moved eight points 
clear of melbourne city with 
a battling 1-1 draw in a surreal 
derby match against Western 
Sydney Wanderers.

Elbow bumps replaced 

handshakes, substitutes were 
forced to sit 1.5 metres apart 
and goals were met by si-
lence, with former bolton and 
reading striker adam le Fon-
dre clapping to an imaginary 
crowd when he opened the 
scoring.

Fans were there in spirit 
though, with Sydney Fc sup-
porter club the cove tweet-
ing: “this one’ll be different, 
but know that we are with you 
as always and forever have 
your back.”

Perth Glory play Western 
United in the weekend’s final 
game on Sunday evening. afp

Sinfield runs solo 
marathon for former 
team-mate burrow
KEVIN Sinfield has completed a 
solo marathon to raise money for 
rob burrow after his former leeds 
rugby league team-mate was diag-
nosed with motor neurone dis-
ease.

Sinfield, now leeds’ director of 
rugby, had planned to run the man-
chester marathon on april 5 before 
it was postponed – along with 
numerous other sports events, due 
to the coronavirus outbreak.

although a new date of october 
11 was set for the manchester mar-
athon, Sinfield planned his own 
route starting in his home town of 
Saddleworth, near oldham in 
northwest England, to raise aware-
ness for his friend and former leeds 
and England team-mate burrow.

“It is about raising some money 
but it’s more about the awareness 
and doing it for my old team-mate 
rob burrow who’s got mND,” Sin-
field told Sky Sports before starting 

his race.
“there’s a lot of vulnerable people 

out there with coronavirus and may-
be we can raise some awareness for 
rob, cancer sufferers, people with 
lung conditions, the elderly.

“I just think it’s really important 
that we spare a thought at this 
moment in time for people who are 
doing it pretty tough, so I’m out 
there this morning.”

burrow tweeted his gratitude to 
Sinfield on Sunday with a message 
that finished with a praying hands 
emoji.

“Just want to say a massive thank 
you to Kev for this amazing achieve-
ment,” wrote burrow.

“thank you so much for this, 
means the absolute world, thanks 
Skip.”

Sinfield finished the run in three 
hours and 18 minutes and has 
raised over £4,000 ($4,660) for char-
ity. afp

Football Federation Australia Chief Executive Officer David Gallop poses for a photograph. afp

Kevin Sinfield is soaked in champagne as he poses with the trophy after beating the Melbourne Storm to win Rugby League world 
club challenge at Elland Road , Leeds. afp 



24

Sport

THE PHNOM PENH POST  march  24, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Italy football boss wants season cancelled 
T

he head of an Italian foot-
ball club based at the heart 
of the coronavirus pandem-
ic in Brescia said it was time 

to cancel the Serie a season because 
of “the plague”.

The top Italian league’s basement 
dwellers are destined for relegation – 
should the matches ever play out to 
their logical end in may.

No ball has been kicked in anger 
in the football-mad country since 
march 9 because of an outbreak that 
bore down on Italy from china last 
month.

The nation of 60 million is under 
a lockdown that could well run for 
many more weeks.

Schools are not expected to reopen 
until after the summer. Stores may 
be shuttered for many weeks. The 

government ordered huge factories 
to suspend their operations Saturday 
night.

Yet some Italian clubs with title 
aspirations are thinking of resuming 
practise in preparation for possible 
matches behind closed doors.

The idea created understandable 
interest in an Italian sports media 
market starved of anything to write 
about – or debate.

It also prompted Brescia president 
massimo cellino to bluntly tell those 
thinking of playing during a national 
crisis that has killed close to 5,000 
people in Italy to focus on saving 
lives.

“Life first. Life, damn it,” the 63-
year-old businessman told the cor-
riere dello Sport in a frank interview.

“everything has to be moved to the 

next season. It is time for realism, 
gentlemen. This is the plague,” cel-
lino said.

- ‘Lunacy’ -
Brescia is one of the cities in Italy’s 

northern Lombardy region around 
milan most heavily hit by the new in-
fectious disease.

Lombardy’s death toll shot past 
3,000 on Saturday.

The region’s 12 per cent mortality 
rate among those officially infected is 
much higher than anything reported 
out of china’s hubei province at the 
peak of its outbreak this year.

None of the teams based in the 
region have expressed an interest in 
playing any time soon.

This is not the case for those based 
around rome or playing in south-

ern regions that have been relatively 
spared in the first month of an out-
break that has now spread around 
the world.

The capital region’s Lazio – just a 
point behind perennial champions 
Juventus – have said they wanted to 
start training as early as monday.

Italian media speculate they might 
postpone it until after the ban on 
public gatherings formally expires 
on Wednesday.

Sixth-placed Napoli also aired 
plans to start practise next week.

Prime minister Giuseppe conte 
has already indicated that all the na-
tional bans and closures will be ex-
tended for weeks if not months.

Torino club president Urbano cai-
ro told Italian media it was “lunacy” 
to be thinking about football dur-

ing what conte on Saturday called 
Italy’s biggest disaster since World 
Way II.

cairo said clubs from region that 
had managed to largely avoid the 
outbreak were “foolish to argue (for 
a resumption) based on contagion 
data”.

Napoli’s southern campania re-
gion has recorded only 22 deaths.

“Saying my region has no prob-
lem, when the situation is constantly 
changing, makes no sense,” cairo 
said.

Brescia’s cellino agreed.
“This season is finished. anyone 

who wants this cursed [title], take it. 
It is closed. Finished,” the club presi-
dent said.

and I am not saying this because 
Brescia are last in the standings.” afp

NFL’s Slay changes 
number to 24 in 
tribute to Bryant

aUSTraLIaN Olympic officials monday 
said “it was clear” that the Tokyo Games 
could not go ahead as scheduled and told 
its athletes to instead prepare for the event 
in 2021.

The International Olympic committee 
shifted its tone on the Games overnight as 
the coronavirus crisis spirals, saying it 
would step up planning for different sce-
narios, including postponement.

In response, the australian Olympic com-
mittee convened a board meeting on mon-
day and unanimously decided a Games 
starting in July was not possible given the 
uncertainty around the pandemic. 

“It’s clear the Games can’t be held in July,” 
australian chef-de-mission Ian chester-
man said.

“Our athletes have been magnificent in 
their positive attitude to training and pre-
paring, but the stress and uncertainty has 
been extremely challenging for them.”

aOc chief executive matt carroll said 
athletes needed certainty, and they must 
also prioritise their health and that of their 
families.

The board meeting decided an australian 

team “could not be assembled in the chang-
ing circumstances at home and abroad” and 
they should now plan for an Olympics in the 
northern hemisphere summer next year.

“We have athletes based overseas, training 
at central locations around australia as 
teams and managing their own programmes. 
With travel and other restrictions this 
becomes an untenable situation,” he said.

“The IOc had adopted the key principles 
of putting athlete health first and ensuring 
it acted in their best interests and the inter-
ests of sport. This decision reflects those 
principles.

“We are now in a position where we can 
plan with greater certainty.”

chesterman added that postponing the 
Games until next year “will allow athletes 
from around the world to properly prepare 
with the hope the coronavirus crisis will be 
under control”.

“We are aware that for many such a post-
ponement will present a range of new 
issues. But when the world does come 
together at the Tokyo Olympic Games they 
can be a true celebration of sport and 
humanity,” he said. afp

NeW Philadelphia eagles 
defensive back Darius Slay 
says he will change his NFL 
jersey number to 24 in tribute 
to the late NBa legend Kobe 
Bryant.

The 29-year-old cornerback, 
who was traded to the eagles 
on Friday by the Detroit Lions, 
announced his plan in a social 
media post.

“I’m going Kobe mode,” Slay 
said. “Black mamba, baby. rest 
in peace to the GOaT (greatest 
of all time). One of my favorite 
players.

“and I think I’m going to look 
good in that 24.”

Slay, who wore number 23 
while playing for Detroit for 
seven seasons, signed a new 
three-year deal with Philadel-

phia on Saturday.
Slay is a three-time Pro Bowl 

player and was joint NFL lead-
er in interceptions in 2017.

Bryant died in January at age 
41 in a helicopter crash near 
Los angeles that killed eight 
others, including his daughter 
Gianna.

Bryant played his entire 
20-year NBa career with the 
Los angeles Lakers. The 
superstar guard led the club 
to five NBa titles during his 
stay. 

he was an 18-time NBa 
all-Star and the 2008 NBa 
most Valuable Player and 
also helped the United States 
capture Olympic gold in 
2008 at Beijing and 2012 in 
London. afp

Juventus’ Argentine forward Paulo Dybala reacts during the Italian Serie A football match against Brescia at the Juventus stadium in Turin. afp

International Olympic Committee president 
Thomas Bach (R) walks with Japan’s Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe (L). afp 

australia: ‘prepare for Tokyo 2021’ 
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