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Sihanoukville set to be ‘tugboat’ 
for Cambodia with master plan
W ith the “Siha-

noukville Multi-
purpose Special 
Economic Zone 
Masterplan”, 

the coastal city is to act as a “tug-
boat” for the Kingdom, driving the 
Cambodian economy – which has 
been stalled by the Covid-19 crisis 
– forward across many sectors, said 
Preah Sihanouk provincial deputy 
governor Long Dimanche. 

he said the ongoing develop-
ment and modernisation of the 
coastal city would be brought to 
the attention of the world with 
Sihanoukville being the host of  
a slew of major regional and 
international events. 

“hosting events such as the 
East Asia Seas Congress 2021 – as 
well the Southeast Asian Sailing 
Championship from December 12-
17 and the ASEAN tourism Forum 
from January 16-22 – represents 
ideal opportunities to showcase 
Sihanoukville to the region and 
beyond,” Dimanche said.

the master plan by the Royal 
Government of Cambodia and 
the Ministry of Economy and 
Finance, together with Ministry of 
Land Management, Urban Plan-
ning and Construction with the 
participation of Preah Sihanouk 
Provincial hall, is designed to en-
sure the development of the prov-
ince is sustainable economically, 
environmentally and socially for 
the benefit of the province, the 
Kingdom and the Cambodian 
people, he said.

“this master plan for the special 
multipurpose economic zone 
will push Sihanoukville in a new 
direction, one with sustainable 
development at its heart. the city 
needs the strategy to strengthen 
our capacity, so the participation 
of all stakeholders, including the 
people, is crucial. 

“Moreover, the government of 
Cambodia is also encouraging the  
private sector to strengthen their 
abilities in order to actively partici-
pate in the tourism services sector 
and to host remarkable events.

“it will see Sihanoukville drive 

the whole Cambodian economy. 
Of all the provinces in Cambodia, 
Preah Sihanouk has the most po-
tential and the capacity to propel 
Cambodia forward into a new era, 
so the policy will see the city act 
as a tugboat pulling the Kingdom’s 
economy – which has been struck 
by the pandemic – into a new era,” 
Dimanche said. 

Furthering the city’s already 
impressive development, the 
master plan aims to advance 
Sihanoukville as a gateway city 
and transform it into a national 

economic centre and sustainable 
smart city. 

“We already have plans in 
place to turn the city into a finan-
cial hub for the country. Recent 
events have shown that we have 
to diversify Sihanoukville’s eco-
nomic strategy and create a new 
environment. 

“We are looking to broaden 
and attract new streams of foreign 
direct investment, and are looking 
to diversify the nationalities of 
investors, making Sihanoukville a 
truly international city. 

“to facilitate foreign investors 
during and after the pandemic, 
the government has made a few 
amendments to the investment 
laws. Simultaneously, the Ministry 
of Labour and Vocational training 
has made some capacity-building 
programmes to ready our local 
human resources for the new 
industrial policy since a portion 
of the Cambodian industry is still 
labour-intensive. So it makes 
total sense that the government is 
turning towards high value-added 
industries utilising hi-tech.

“the government is preparing 
policy to transform the city into 
a multipurpose economic zone. 
the Sihanoukville Multipurpose 
Special Economic Zone Master-
plan will see the city divided into 
a series of zones, with places for 
tourism, for industry, for finance 
and for agri-industry, among  
others,” he said.

to meet an increasing demand 
for infrastructure, the government 
in November 2019 earmarked 
more than $300 million to revamp 
34 roads, with Sihanoukville  
Autonmous Port expanding to 
handle larger Post-Panamax-
class ships, with a new terminal 
planned, while the international 
airport is also constructing a  
new terminal.

And Sihanoukville is also 
developing its technological  
infrastructure, transforming into  
a smart city.

“People have the perception 
that a ‘smart city’ is a place full 
of robots and driverless taxis, and 
something cannot yet be done in 
Cambodia, but this is not the case.

“A smart city uses technology 
to collect data and to optimise 
the efficiency of operations and 
services, something that is already 
happening in Sihanoukville. 

Dimanche says all the develop-
ment is set to drive Sihanoukville 
– which since its establishment 
in 1957 has grown to become 
a leading national centre of 
tourism, trade, commerce and 
transport – forward and be ready 
for the opportunities of the future.

“Ever the since the city’s first 
major development along with 
the construction of the deep sea 
port in the 1950s, Sihanoukville 
has been a major driver of the 
Cambodian economy, allowing 
unrestricted direct international 
sea trade and acting as the King-
dom’s gateway.

“And with the latest develop-
ments and the Sihanoukville 
Multipurpose Special Economic 
Zone Masterplan, it will continue 
to do so in the 21st century,” 
Dimanche said. 
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Preah Sihanouk provincial deputy governor Long Dimanche. HeAN RANGSeY

MICE tourism focus to put extra shine 
on the development of Sihanoukville

W ith Sihanoukville 
having hosted the East 
Asia Seas Congress 
2021, director of the 
Preah Sihanouk tourism 

department taing Sochet Krisna said the 
coastal city is primed to give visitors the 
best of experiences.

held under the theme “Charting a New 
Decade of hOPE (healthy Oceans, People 
and Economies)”, the forum focused on the 
sustainable development of the world’s seas.

Preah Sihanouk was a fitting setting for 
the summit, the province having joined the 
France-based Most Beautiful Bays in the 
World Club in 2011.

Sihanoukville is also to host the South-
east Asian Sailing Championship from 
December 12-17 and the ASEAN tourism 
Forum from January16-22.

And while such events serve to showcase 
Sihanoukville’s impressive recent develop-
ment, Krisna says there is even more to 
come, with MiCE – meetings, incentives, 
conferences and exhibitions – tourism a 
major focus for the city going forward. 

“We cannot just rely on the hotels and 
casinos, so we at the tourism Department 
are committed to turning Sihanoukville into 
a premium MiCE tourism destination to host 
major international trade forums. 

“While we currently have more than 10 
five-star hotels, this is not enough to cater 
for the MiCE tourism sector.

“this is why the government and Minis-
try of tourism is actively inviting investors 
– particularly European and American hotel 
brands – for needed business and confer-
ence centres and further five-star hotels 
that focus on the MiCE tourism to boost the 
sector,” Krisna said.

there also calls for investors to introduce 
more marine recreation and tourism activi-
ties to capitalise on the province’s pristine 

islands, crystal clear waters and rich sea life, 
and encourage greater numbers of repeat 
visitors, while agritourism is another area 
for further investment.

the Preah Sihanouk municipality has 
said that as of June last year, there were  
194 projects in the province valued at  
$30 billion, with an additional $10 billion 
recorded for tourism and hotel ventures. 

Krisna says that such redevelopment 
has resulted in a city boasting the highest 
standards across the board. 

“With the recent redevelopment, we have 
endeavoured to make Sihanoukville the best 

of destinations. We have called on inves-
tors to invest more in the highest standard 
resorts, hotels and amenities.

 “We have raised the standards in the city 
across all areas, including the standards of 
hotels and all other facilities, and have con-
ducted clean city initiatives, carried out safe 
city campaigns, and upped efforts in street 
cleaning, sanitation and law enforcement, 
among other areas. 

“We have also increased the number of 
parking spaces and information booths, and 
focused heavily on the cleanliness of the 
beach, sanitation and tourist safety – through 

the implementation of the ‘Clean City, Clean 
Resort, Good Service, Good hospitality’ 
campaign – to improve the visitor experi-
ence. We have also worked closely with the 
private sector to ensure all the amenities on 
offer – such as the new restaurants lining the 
beachfront – are of the highest standard. 

“All this means that visitors, whether 
local or international, can be sure of having 
the best of experiences in Sihanoukville,” 
he said.

For the three-day Water Festival, the 
province received 110,000 visitors, including 
some 5,000 local foreigners – equivalent to 
around five per cent – so despite being hit 
hard by the pandemic, Krisna is predicting a 
robust and rapid rebound.

“While Sihanoukville – like all centres 
of tourism – was hit hard by Covid-19, we 
have already been seeing monthly growth 
and are predicting 90 per cent of the busi-
nesses that were forced to close will have 
returned by the beginning of 2022.

“the government and local authori-
ties have brought in strict SOPs [standard 
operating procedures] to control Covid and 
ensure people’s safety, which means that as 
people return to Sihanoukville, they can do 
so with peace of mind,” he said.

the province expects to receive about 
one million national tourists, with interna-
tional tourism to return soon and continue 
to grow rapidly.

“Domestic tourism is increasing very 
quickly, with monthly growth, while i 
expect that with the sound policy of not 
forcing vaccinated visitors to quarantine 
for 14 days, international tourists will start 
returning at the end of this year. 

“And while there will be a slight 
increase in early 2022, we are confident 
that towards the end of that year the 
numbers will start increasing significantly,” 
Krisna said. 

Taing Sochet Krisna, director of the Preah Sihanouk Provincial Tourism Department. HeAN RANGSeY
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Sihanoukville development results in 21st century city
Hosting events such as the East Asia Seas Congress 2021 showcases Sihanoukville’s impressive progress to the region and beyond.
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With its excellent Asian and Western food, Yasmine Cafe and Bar has since opening back in 2015 become long-standing Sihanoukville 
favourite, famous for its “quality food, good service, good environment and good vibes, and warm and laidback atmosphere”, says owner 
Sakip Cadal. Located by the jetty for the ferries to nearby Koh Rong, the popular establishment recently opened a pub upstairs to extend 
its warm hospitality even further.

yasmine Cafe and Bar extends warm welcome with opening of pub

events in sihanoukville
southeast asian sailing Championship, •	
december 12-17, 2021 
asean tourism Forum (atF)  •	
January 16-22, 2022
Food and Beverages Fair and Contest, •	
in February 2022
18th Congress of the World’s most •	
Beautiful Bays Club; and sea Festival, 
in december 2022



Golden Silver Gulf resort set to 
become premier holiday spot
Golden Silver Gulf 

International Tourism 
Resort in Ream – the 
spectacular 3,300 hectare 
resort set among the 

stunning backdrops of the sandy 
beaches of the Cambodian coast 
and the verdant forested hills near 
Sihanoukville – is set to become the 
Kingdom’s premier inclusive holiday 
destination. 

Already boasting a 52-room main 
resort, private island and beaches, 
and forest and wetland paths, the 
vacation complex is set to expand its 
amenities to include a floating five-
star hotel and an 18-hole golf course.

George Chao, the new Ceo of 
Golden Silver Gulf, said that what 
set the resort apart from others in the 
Kingdom was its ability to cater for 
wide range of tourists, from those 
seeking the best available to those on 
a budget, and everyone in between.

“We have a number of luxury 
beach houses and affordable 
bungalows at our 52-room main 
resort, with plans to increase this  
to 60. 

“We have also bought a 250-room 
cruise ship, which we are restoring to 
act as a five-star hotel, while a new 
exclusive restaurant on the top of 
Prince Island will recreate the royal 
tastes of Cambodia’s 1960s ‘Golden 
Age’ with authentic recipes created 
for King norodom Sihanouk.

“There are plans to build an 
international standard 18-hole golf 
course. We are also developing 20 
new bungalows near the beach at 
Prince Island, while 50 Camp Hotels 
are to be set up right on the beach 
very soon,” he said.

The Australian said that there  
are numerous things at Golden Silver 
Gulf that separate it from the average 
resort, including many cultural and 
historical  attractions, including 

the ‘Turtle God’ stones, the ancient 
‘Giant Tree’ and Prince Island itself. 

“With such a huge site, we are 
able to have many segments catering 
to many sectors, while the peace 
and quiet of the unspoilt forest that 
surrounds us and the beautiful sandy 
beaches are obviously among the 
biggest attractions,” Chao said.

Chao said that with its beautiful 
natural setting, Golden  
Silver Gulf strives to exist in 
harmony with the environment.

“Sustainability is at the heart of 
everything we do. We have always 
had the utmost concern for the 
environment, for the forest – we 
never cut down any big trees, only 
smaller younger trees can be felled – 
and the rivers and sea.

Prince Island – also known as 
Kampouch Island – is one of the 
resorts biggest draws. easily accessed 

from the silver sand beach by a 
wooden walkway, the island takes  
its name from a rock formation  
said to represent the prince in  
the Cambodian creation story  
of Preah Thong and neang neak.

Facing the “prince” – Preah Thong 
– is a statue of his beloved wife,  
the naga princess neang neak. 
Steeped in the references to the tale, 
Golden Silver Gulf also boasts a  
liu Yi Stream – the Chinese name  
for neang neak – with boat  
journeys available down the 
mangrove-lined river.

‘Committed to local people’
Reflecting the area’s strong 

links to the Kingdom’s culture, 
Chao said the resort – which has 
been in operation since 2015 – was 
created with the vision of becoming 
a famous tourism spot for the 

Cambodian people, Chao said.
“There are more than 300 people 

legally allowed to live on the 
protected Ream national Park where 
we are situated, and so we are very 
committed to the local people – and 
traditionally, 80 to 90 per cent of our 
visitors are Cambodian. 

“We would have a few hundred 
people every day, pre-Covid, with 
Prince Island being very popular 
as it is a really lovely spot. People 
come without charge to have 
barbecues and relax,” he said. 

And while the Golden Silver Gulf 
resort’s dedication to the Cambodian 
people is without doubt, Chao said 
the time has come to open up its 
delights to a broader range of visitors 
– and further support the Kingdom’s 
tourism sector.

“A lot foreigners are yet to 
discover what a beautiful and 

interesting place we have here, and 
we are making efforts to create 
amenities to better cater for them. 
We are set to open a Western-style 
bar, with Japanese and Western 
restaurants soon to come.

“We have recently hired two 
new Western chefs, created Western 
menus that will certainly to help 
them to overcome any homesick 
and feel at home. And we are 
now working on our food service 
training to make sure that meet the 
international standards for both local 
and overseas tourists.

“The future of the Golden Silver 
Gulf resort is setting up the best 
platform for our local staff for them 
to grow, to be useful for the local 
community – and  to provide the 
best quality services to support the 
tourism industry of Cambodia,” 
Chao said. 
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Prince Island is one of the major draws that separate Golden Silver Gulf International Tourism Resort from the average holiday destination. 

The resort caters for a wide range of tourists. HEAN RANGSEy The accommodation is well appointed. HEAN RANGSEyLuxury chalets are available. HEAN RANGSEy Bungalows enjoy a tree-lined setting. HEAN RANGSEy

Koh Rong: Unspoilt natural beauty 
is just a short boat journey away
T ReeHouSe Bungalows 

and White Beach resorts 
on nearby Koh Rong 
island, with their unspoilt 
natural beauty, are a 

world away from the developed 
modernity of Sihanoukville and the 
perfect places to relax. 

And with its excellent Asian and 
Western food, a visit to Yasmine Cafe 
by the ferry jetty is the ideal way to 
start any excursion to the tropical 
paradise island.

The venue has recently added to 
its offerings, with an upstairs pub 
having been opened on november 27 
to extend its hospitality to visitors 
further into the night.

“Yasmine Cafe, a long-standing 
Sihanoukville favourite, has become 
one of the city’s most popular places 
since it opened in 2015, and we have 
been through the many changes to 
the city and the tourism landscape to 
remain as popular as ever.

“We have become well known for 
our quality food, good service, good 
environment and good vibes, and our 
warm and laidback atmosphere. And 
with the pub opening, we are looking 
forward to offering guests even more 
and making their welcome even 
warmer,” said Yasmine Cafe owner 
Sakip Cadal.

relaxed vibe
once on Koh Rong, Treehouse 

Bungalows or sister resort White 
Beach are among the most delightful 
places to stay, with relaxed, 
accessible luxury ideal for families, 
and the former offering the chance to 
sleep among the branches. 

Treehouse offers a choice of 24 
well-appointed bungalows – six 
tree houses, with double beds, 13 
twin double bed bungalows, five 
traditional Khmer-style houses  
that with one double and one single 
bed are ideal for families, and one 
top-end suite.  

Treehouse first opened in 2009 
with a single bungalow, and 
co-owner Ros Kun nuch recalls 
watching the resort rapidly grow.

“I remember us clearing the jungle 
with just simple tools, stripping back 
the undergrowth to construct the 
original simple structure – and our 
first Western guest – before building 
others one by one.

“The resort soon evolved into the 
one we see today with its high-end 
accommodation, and just four years 
later it had become so popular that 

we had to open a sister resort next to 
it to meet demand – White Beach,” 
Kun nuch said.

So called because of its beautiful 
white sandy beach, the resort offers 
the same relaxed vibe, stunning 
surroundings, quality Asian and 
Western menu, well stocked bar  
and international-standard service  
as its sister. 

“The strength of Treehouse 
Bungalows and White Beach is 
shown in that they are to the only 
ones of the original resorts on  
Koh Rong to have survived the 
storms to have buffeted the tourism 
industry and remain in business,”  
she added.

offering a comprehensive range of 
services including marine recreation 
and tourism activities, such as Scuba 
diving, and motorcycle hire, the 

resorts make sure you can get the 
most out your stay on Koh Rong and 
not miss out on anything the tropical 
paradise island offers.

‘best possible experience’
Hiring a small fishing boat is 

delightful way to island hop or 
visit the 28 beaches – all now also 
accessible by motorbike – of Koh 
Rong, perhaps stopping to do some 
fishing and snorkelling along the way. 

And exploring the other islands 
around the coast of Preah Sihanouk 
province is made is comfortable 
and convenient with Speed Ferry 
Cambodia and Happy Boat Cambodia, 
with the two companies offering very 
different ways of doing so.

“With Speed Ferry Cambodia – the 
first in the Kingdom – if you have a 
group of 20 or 30 people, for example, 

you can hire the fast boat privately 
for a day and use it to move around 
the islands that dot the Sihanoukville 
coast at your own leisure

“You can have the boat for the day, 
which is ideal for smaller groups to 
explore Koh Rong, spending a few 
hours before setting off for Koh Rong 
Sanloem and Koh Koun, for example.

“You can come to Koh Rong  
and do some fishing, snorkelling  
or coral diving, before exploring  
the smaller bays. our experienced 
crew knows exactly the top 
spots around these islands to 
give customers the best possible 
experience,” said co-owner of Speed 
Ferry Cambodia and Happy Boat 
Cambodia Bora ozturk. 

For those seeking a livelier form  
of transport, Happy Boat provides  
a slower but more exuberant way  

of island hopping, he added.
“With a large three-floor, steel 

catamaran with a club able to hold 
foam parties and a water slide at the 
back, Happy Boat Cambodia provides 
a different service. 

“Catering to up to 300 people, 
with the highest levels of safety, 
Happy Boat is the way to party  
your way around Koh Rong and  
Koh Rong Sanloem, while also 
enjoying the marine recreation 
activities,” said ozturk. 

With Yasmine Cafe the perfect 
beginning to any trip to Koh Rong, 
Treehouse Bungalows and White 
Beach resorts beautiful places to 
relax, and with Speed Ferry 
Cambodia and Happy Boat Cambodia 
on hand for unique excursions, 
Sihanoukville offers a truly 
memorable island experience. 

+855 015 755 594 
treehousebungalows@outlook.com

Book now to enjoy a revitalising break at 
our paradise island resort on Koh Rong

TREEHOUSE BUNGALOWS
experience

 Treehouse Bungalows offers stunning views. HEAN RANGSEy Treehouse Bungalows boasts a golden sand beach and stunning sea views. SUPPLIED

Koh Rong is a tropical paradise island a short distance from Sihanoukville. SUPPLIED

Booking hotline: +855 88 608 8618 / 96 607 4488
Golden Silver Gulf Resort 

Ream, Prey Noup, Sihanouk Province
Escape the city and relax in our 

Golden Silver Gulf Resort

GOLdEN SiLvER GULf  RESORT
welcome to



P rince Times Hotel’s 
general manager Simon 
chong says the future is 
bright for Sihanoukville, 
with the city’s premier 

five-star establishment – with its 
full range of international-standard 
amenities – perfectly placed to offer 
visitors the highest levels of luxury.

Opened in July 2008 and situated 
close to the beach and the famous 
Golden Lions roundabout in the centre 
of the city, the Prince Times Hotel 
has borne witness to Sihanoukville’s 
remarkable recent development. 

“Prince Times Hotel has been  
built to the highest international 
standards and offers the best  
in luxury facilities, while we  
maintain and improve the  
famous cambodian hospitality.

“With the recent development 
bringing top quality infrastructure 
and services, Prince Times Hotel 
stands ready to represent the modern 
Sihanoukville that cambodia is set to 
show the world,” chong said.

With the government’s policy of 
not forcing vaccinated international 
visitors to quarantine for 14 days 
a boon for the Kingdom’s tourism 
industry, the Prince Times Hotel 
stringently follows the provincial’s 
authorities strict SOPs (standard 
operating procedures) to ensure peace 
of mind.

And with these recent 
developments, chong is optimistic for 
cambodia’s tourism sector.  

“next year for the hotels sector 

will be fantastic. When international 
tourism returns to cambodia, 
Sihanoukville will receive large 
numbers of tourists because people 
really do enjoy coming here. Here 
we have the best of everything – 
entertainment, the beach, the islands, 
just to mention a few.

“This can be seen from the market 
recently, with the figures already 
pointing to a strong return for tourism 
in Sihanoukville. 

“Over the period of the recent 
Water Festival, for example, we hit 
some 70 per cent without really 
advertising. So i am confident that 
the cambodian tourism market will 
return next year,” the Malaysian said.

With 193 luxury ocean view 
rooms, guests at Prince Times Hotel 
enjoy access to a swimming pool, 
yoga, a gym and a helicopter pad  
on the roof, among the full range  
of top-notch facilities, while the  
sky bar offers stunning views over 
the city.

The establishment’s chinese 
restaurant features the best in 
traditional cuisine and delicacies, 
while there is also a Southeast 
Asian-style restaurant, an all-day 
dining restaurant, a lobby lounge, an 
executive lounge and executive club 
to meet guests’ needs.

The Preah Sihanouk provincial 
authorities have proritised Mice – 

meetings, incentives, conferences and 
exhibitions – tourism as a major focus 
for the city going forward, and chong 
says the Prince Times Hotel is already 
set to cater for all such needs. 

“in January, Sihanoukville will 
be hosting the ASeAn Tourism 
Forum 2021, and we will be 
hosting certain events for certain 
countries,” he said.

With a number of various size 
conference rooms and ViP rooms, 
which are ideal for all types of 
conferences, the hotel is ready to 
host everything from large events 
and exclusive board meetings, to 
product launches and corporate-
wide celebrations. 

‘International quality facilities’
The Prince Times also boasts – 

at nine metres high and with an 
area of 800 square metres – the 
largest pillar-free multifunctional 
banqueting hall in Sihanoukville, 
capable of seating up to 800 people. 

There are also latest sound and 
audio devices, and one of the 
Kingdom’s largest high-definition 
LeD screens, while the hotel’s 
impeccable service and culinary 
delicacies are readily available. 

The Sihanoukville Multipurpose 
Special economic Zone Masterplan 
aims to diversify its development 
to attract an extensive range of 
investors and tourists.

And chong – who has worked for 
the high-end international Shangri-
La and regent international hotel 
chains, as well as Genting Star 
cruises over a 30-year career – says 
that the Prince Times Hotel’s broad 
appeal is one of its main strengths.

“Unlike many hotels in 
Sihanoukville, we don’t have a 
casino. “This is something that 
makes us more attractive to families 
and five-star international business 
travellers, and allows us to more 
effectively cater for meetings, 
conferences and exhibitions.

“So as the city itself looks to 
attract a wider range of tourists, the 
Prince Times Hotel will be here to 
welcome them with all the 
international quality facilities, service 
and F&B we have to offer,” he said.  

Prince Times Hotel awaits with 
future bright for Sihanoukville 
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”
Next year for the 
hotels sector will 
be fantastic. Here 
we have the best 
of everything – 
entertainment, the 
beach, the islands
Simon Chong / geNeral maNager

Prince Times hotel general manager Simon Chong is optimistic for the future. HeaN raNgSeY

It is a luxury five-star hotel intergrating tourism, business 
meeting, nutritional therapy, and entertainment.

#105, Ekareach Street, Krong Preah Sihanoukville, Cambodia Sihanoukville, Cambodia 18000
Tel: 018 585 5555 // reservationprincehotel@asia.com
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