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While people 
were preparing 
for the Khmer 
New Year cel-

ebrations, the uninvited guest 
Covid-19 had turned the world 
topsy-turvy.  

The virus was unsparing, 
striking both remote villages 
and the great cities of the 
world — from Asia to europe 
and the Americas — taking in-
nocent lives and pummelling 
economies.

The lightning spread of 
the deadly novel coronavirus 
dwarfed the ferocity of the 
previous life-threatening ebola 
and Sars (Severe Acute Respi-
ratory Syndrome) outbreaks, 
triggering an unparalleled 
global healthcare emergency 
in recent times. 

The Covid-19 narrative dif-
fered slightly in Cambodia. 

The Kingdom was also not 
insulated, but it has so far 
largely managed to repel the 
pandemic. 

The government’s timely  
actions to restrict people’s 
movements coupled with a 
nationwide awareness cam-
paign on the risks of Covid-19 
stemmed the spread of the virus. 

infections have hovered 
around 122 cases.  

however, the global pan-
demic’s spillover has hurt key 
revenue-generating sectors 
– from garment production to 
tourism and retail. 

Once noisy airports and busy 

hotels became deserted, while 
bustling garment factories fell 
silent as the machines paused 
– adding to the Kingdom’s 
economic pains.

The private education sec-
tor could also not escape the 
impact of Covid-19. Schools 
were shut, resulting in empty 
classrooms, with teachers and 

pupils forced to adapt after so-
cial distancing was introduced.

Private school operators 
have complained about dwin-
dling revenues not meeting 
operational costs. Costly rents 
and the paying of staff salaries 
on strained incomes will 
threaten the survival of scores 
of private institutions in these 

trying times, some education-
ists have cautioned. 

A sector once hailed as 
buoyant could face an existen-
tial threat if remedial measures 
are not introduced quickly. 

A magic pill is still not vis-
ible on the horizon, at least for 
the moment.  

however, fast-evolving and 

easily accessible technologies 
have to some degree helped 
mitigate the predicament fac-
ing Cambodian education. 

Zoom, YouTube and Google 
Classroom, among other plat-
forms, quickly filled the void 
created by deserted classrooms. 

But technology may not be a 
panacea for the sector’s woes. 

Can there be a transition to 
virtual classrooms without a 
sacrificing of quality?  

A myriad challenges exist. 
The digital divide, for instance 
– with underserved rural 
students less able to access the 
latest technology than their 
urban counterparts.

The availability of afford-
able data plans and stable in-
ternet connectivity, particularly 
in rural areas, is key to the 
success of remote teaching. 

Pedagogical methods will 
need to shift from traditional 
teaching to suit virtual class-
rooms, and teachers and stu-
dents must therefore be able to 
adapt to a new setting.  

One particular difficulty is 
remotely monitoring students’ 
punctuality, checking if they 
have logged on for their les-
sons and have completed their 
work diligently. 

Will ensuring this by super-
vising their children at home 
eat into busy parents’ valuable 
time?

As underprivileged students 
remain out of the class-
room, they will also miss the 
government-supported free 
nutritional meals served dur-
ing school hours.

Some 260,000 Cambodian 
children are missing their free 
breakfast, while millions of 
students will be wondering 
when they will rejoin their 
school friends and teachers in 
the classroom.  
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lAST month students woke up 
to a new “virtual” reality. Since 
Cambodia suspended classes 
due to the Covid-19 outbreak, 
educators and teachers alike 
have had their daily patterns 
disrupted.

Many teachers are grappling 
with the same challenges as 
their pupils. 

They wonder how best to 
engage with students, whether 
the tools at their disposal are 
adequate, if they are getting 
results and, most crucially, 
whether the classroom will ever 
be the same again.

Srun Sovan, co-founder of 
local digital learning platform 
edemy, told The Post that, 
despite growing pains,  
“e-learning is here to stay”. 

her company is responding 
to the pandemic by supplying 
educators and students with 
the Tesdopi app.

According to Sovan, despite 
growing numbers of the rural 
population having smart-
phones, the main challenge is 
network access.

“Through my experience in 
travelling to the countryside for 
workshops, access to smart-
phones is considerable – with 
that number increasing among 
high-school students.

“i think integrating infor-
mation and communications 
technology with education 
helps increase the effectiveness 
of teaching – it helps teach-
ers stay focused and maximise 
their interaction with students. 

“however, in conventional 
classrooms, teachers can read 
students’ body language or ask 
them questions to ensure that 

learning objectives are being 
met,” said Sovan.

Tesdopi addresses this issue 
by allowing teachers to conduct 
one-on-one tutoring through 
teleconferencing. it also 

provides them with access to 
metrics that help them address 
learning gaps. 

Since the schools closure be-
gan, the Ministry of education, 
Youth and Sport has streamed 
more than 700 lessons for 
students from primary to high 
school on its Facebook page.

To incorporate large, remote 
communities who find them-
selves on the wrong side of the 
digital divide, it launched an 
initiative to promote educa-
tional programming on TV 
stations such as TVK2.

in Cambodia, where smart-
phones outnumber people and 
recently overtook television as 
the most popular medium for 
news, only around half of rural 
citizens have regular internet 
access. 

Philip White, principal of 
Zion international School of 
Phnom Penh in Russian Mar-
ket, shared Sovan’s optimism 
that the current climate was 

accelerating the digitalisa-
tion of the classroom, but he 
stressed he did not view it as 
“a solution to improve student 
engagement”.

“As educators, it is always 
important to be looking for new 
ways to enhance our teaching, 
student learning and parental 
interaction. Any technology 
that enables this to happen 
more efficiently and with added 
benefits is a definite advantage 
that progressive schools will 
want to benefit from, and in 
fact have actively been seeking 
for generations. What we are 
seeing now is just an accelera-
tion of that,” he said. 

White, who moved to 

Cambodia in 2013 after having 
worked in business develop-
ment in Canada’s dynamic tech 
industry, said that after the 
not-for-profit school suspended 
classes on March 16, its teach-
ers shifted their in-class experi-
ence to the digital realm.  

Zion international boasts the 
only infini-D learning lab in 
Asia. This innovative technol-
ogy transforms classrooms 
into an interactive “spaceship”, 
tailoring the experience to 
each teacher’s unique learning 
objectives. 

White stressed that while 
digitalised experiences like 
infini-D can improve students’ 
classroom engagement, the 

same cannot be said for dis-
tance learning. 

“We will continue to find 
ways to improve the quality 
of our education and engage-
ment, for our learners and their 
parents, but i don’t believe that 
staring at screens all day is the 
best path forward. 

“As long as technology 
enables educators to facilitate 
learning and interaction with 
increased engagement, we 
will see it find a place in the 
classroom. 

“Many students are doing a 
great job following along with 
online classes in good spirits, 
although everyone misses being 
at school,” said White.  

Will the screen replace the chalkboard?

Philip White, the principal of Zion International School of Phnom Penh. 

Digital divide: Rural students are generally less able to access the latest technology than their urban counterparts. post staff

A Zion International School of Phnom Penh teacher instructs students in the Infini-D Learning Lab.

”
As educators, it is 
always important 
to be looking  
for new ways  
to enhance  
our teaching

PhILIP  WhIte / PrinciPAl

Innovative teaching to reboot sector  
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AdvAncementS in 
technology have 
reshaped mod-
ern society. With 

widespread internet access and 
ever innovative mobile gadgets, 
information is now more readily 
available, while learning has 
been made more convenient. 

these developments are driv-
ing progress at an unprecedent-
ed pace – and the knowledge 
and skills taught in schools 
today may not be relevant by 
the time students graduate. 

It is therefore an important 
mission of schools to prepare 
students to be future-ready.

Singapore (cambodia) 
International Academy (ScIA) 
strives to impart 21st cen-
tury competencies to students, 
nurturing them as self-directed 
lifelong learners. 

Self-directed learning (SdL) 
is about conscious and con-
tinuous growth. ScIA teachers 
guide students to practise SdL 
in an age-appropriate fash-
ion. In the process, students 
cultivate an appreciation for 
learning, increased ownership 
of their growth and greater 
career readiness. 

SdL can be nurtured through 
building a cooperative learning 
environment, where teachers 
serve as advisers rather than 
formal instructors. 

As a result of the schools clo-
sure, the current Home-Based 
Learning (HBL) presents itself as 
an opportunity for students to 
put SdL into practice. 

ScIA’s HBL is designed to 
be interactive using various 
platforms such as classdojo and 
microsoft teams. 

teachers deliver lessons 
through a combination of pre-
recorded videos, live teaching 
sessions and assignments. 

they motivate and direct the 
students’ learning experiences, 
facilitate students’ initiatives 
for learning and are available 
for consultations as appropriate 
during the learning process.

Students follow a structured 
timetable for their HBL. 

At ScIA pre-school, teachers 
conduct engaging storytelling 
sessions. In primary and high 
school, science teachers record 
experiments and instruct 
students to have safe hands-on 
activities at home. 

the school’s Pe teachers pro-
vide weekly workout routines to 
keep students active. 

With teachers playing the 
role of active facilitators, many 
students were observed taking 
on greater ownership and re-
sponsibility in their learning. 

nevertheless, with the physi-
cal classroom off-limits, it is 
imperative that the community 
works together as one during 
this unusual time. 

Over the past weeks, ScIA 
staff have kept in close com-
munication with students and 
parents, assisting them with the 
transition to HBL. 

Brenton toh, the dean of the 
primary school at ScIA, shares 
a few practical tips for parents:

  create routines so that 
your children can have 
structure in their learning 
at home. Work out with 
your children how they 
want their daily learning 
to take place. Set aside a 
specific learning space at 
home where your children 
will do their work.

  Set screen time guidelines 
to limit how long your 
children are in front of the 
computer. communicate 
your expectations. As a 
simple guideline, primary 
school students should 
be exposed for no more 
than four hours a day, and 
older students for no more 
than for five hours. 

  Let your children learn 
to be independent. It can 
be as simple as allowing 
them to solve a puzzle by 
themselves. Invite them to 
come up with a solution. 
do not give the answer 
straight away. Stimulate 
their minds by giving 
them some time to think.

Being future-ready means 
having the resilience to over-
come difficulties and cope with 
uncertainty. ScIA believes that 
as the community navigates the 
challenges brought about by 
the covid-19 schools closure, its 
students will gain an invaluable 
experience in becoming self-
directed learners. 

SCIA’s community of self-directed learners

Brenton Toh shares tips on learning at home via a webinar. A student learns at home during the schools closure. 

SCIA staff work with parents to deliver quality lessons in various formats.



PHnOm Penh-based 
camed Business School 
has one single over-
arching goal – to pro-

duce top quality graduates for 
the Kingdom’s financial sector. 

For almost 20 years, the in-
stitution has produced dynam-
ic students with broad skills in 
accounting and finance who 
now helm the corporate sector, 
from banks to renowned ac-
counting houses.

camed’s success comes 
from selecting the appropri-
ate courses that suit cur-
rent market demand and 
hiring the best educators 
to mould students with the 
right set of skills so they 
fit well into cambodia’s 
robust and demanding 
financial sector. 

A sector that supports 
growing businesses – be 
they small or medium-size 

enterprises or conglomerates.
the institution’s four-

year Bachelor of Account-
ing and Finance (BA Hons) 
allows students to pursue 
the international certificate 
in Accounting technicians 
(cAt) qualification, and even 
continue on to the AccA (As-
sociation of chartered certified 
Accountants) qualification. 

this is a course that helps 
groom young graduates for 
a professional career in the 
financial industry.

“We can say we are one of 
the best business schools in 
cambodia that focuses on and 
provides training in account-
ing, finance and auditing. 

“Our secret to becoming 
a premier institution offer-
ing quality financial educa-
tion is due to international 
recognition from bodies such 
as the AccA, cFA [char-
tered Financial Analyst], ISO 
[International Organisation 
for Standardisation] and AUn 
[Asean University network]. 

“Our academic staff com-
prises qualified international 
professors and lecturers. We 
use advanced educational 
technologies and systems. 
the quality of our students is 
recognised by international 
auditing companies such as 
Pwc, KPmG, deloitte and 
ernst & Young,” said camed’s 
senior vice-president Sam 
Sokuntheary.

However, it is just not the 
courses offered that make 
camed one of cambodia’s 
outstanding institutions. 

driven by a strong man-
agement team with a vision 
“to develop a community 
of accounting and finance 
professionals performing on a 
par with those in international 
financial centres, taking the 
initiative as leaders and up-
holding ethical standards” has 
made it a leader in the field.

Its core values are to provide 
high quality teaching, encour-
age lifelong learning and 
impart employable skills.

the BA+cAt qualification 

benchmarks international 
qualifications and complies 
with the requirements of the 
International Federation of 
Accountants, the ministry of 
education, Youth and Sport, 
and the cambodian national 
Qualification Framework.

At camed, students earn two 

certificates at the same time – 
a Bachelor of Accounting and 
Finance and a cAt – equipping 
them with the skills needed by 
employers and entrepreneurs. 

“In promoting accounting 
and financial education in 
cambodia, camed has always 
set out a clear vision and 
mission. 

“Our long-term goal is to 
produce significant numbers of 
graduates in accounting and 
finance with skills and abilities 
equal to professionals in inter-
national financial centres. 

“[And who also] meet the 
employment needs of local 
companies, financial institu-
tions and other organisations 
in terms of quality accounting 
and finance professionals,” 
Sokuntheary said.

the BA curriculum prepares 
graduates to serve as account-
ing and finance profession-
als who can easily compete 
with those working at global 
companies. 

For successful graduates, a 
wide range of well-paid jobs 

await, such as accountant, audi-
tor, financial analyst, financial 
consultant, tax consultant, 
investment officer, loan officer, 
budget analyst, cost accountant, 
treasurer, risk management of-
ficer and financial accountant.

“Students graduate with 
knowledge, skills, adaptability, 
ethics and teamwork, which 
will help them to perform well 
at both national and interna-
tional companies. 

“Over 70 per cent of new 
hires by the ‘Big Four’ – Pwc, 
KPmG, deloitte and ernst & 
Young – are camed graduates. 
camed graduates are highly 
sought after by leading banks 
and organisations, including 
the General department of 
taxation,” Sokuntheary said.

As demand for skilled 
accountants and financial 
advisors continues to grow 
in the banking and financial 
industries, a career option  
in accounting will certainly  
be rewarding for students  
who have an aptitude for 
numbers. 

Where CamEd graduates find employment 

  ‘Big Four’ accounting firms
  Local and international companies
  Local and international firms in  

 accounting and auditing services
  Government and banking sector
  As entrepreneurs
  Education and others
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Acquire world-class accounting 
skills at CamEd Business School 

CamEd offers one of the best accounting courses in Cambodia. Young graduates have secured well-paid jobs in the corporate sector. 

Source: CamEd 

CamEd senior vice-president Sam Sokuntheary. 

”
“We can say we 
are one of the best 
business schools in 
Cambodia that focuses 
on and provides 
training in accounting, 
finance and auditing 

SAm SokunTheAry / sEnior 
viCE-prEsidEnt



BEGINNING with the  
Colombo Plan in the 1950s, 
Australian government 
scholarships have been a 

long-standing component of strong 
bilateral relations.

Today, the Australia Awards Sco-
larships continue this legacy.

For more than 25 years, they have 
provided educational opportunities 
at the postgraduate level to tal-
ented Cambodians, with almost 850 
students having benefited under the 
programme.

These returning alumni are using 
their experiences and the skills they 
acquired during their education to 
assist the Kingdom in responding to 
the Covid-19 pandemic and boosting 
social and economic development. 

“Alumni are making policy, help-
ing drive economic growth, opening 
doors for businesses, building indus-
try links and strengthening Cambo-
dia’s health institutions,” Australian 
ambassador to Cambodia Pablo Kang 
told The Post. 

One example of an Australia 
Awards alumna contributing to the 
Covid-19 response is Lengsea Eng, 
who completed a Masters in Infec-
tious Diseases at the University of 
Western Australia.

After returning to Cambodia in 
2018, Lengsea became assistant 
head of the Diagnostic Laboratory at 
Calmette Hospital in Phnom Penh, 
and she is now overseeing a range of 
crucial laboratory functions related 
to the outbreak. 

Lengsea acknowledged that the 
skills and knowledge she gained 
through her education in Australia 
has enabled her to conduct effective 

Covid-19 research, to better under-
stand the principles of testing and to 
provide advice, as well as give support 
to the community, her staff, and her 
friends and relatives on how best to 
protect themselves.

Ambassador Kang also noted that 
in view of Lengsea’s outstanding 
academic performance during her 
Masters, she has been offered a fur-
ther scholarship to undertake a PhD 
with a focus on Infectious Diseases in 
Cambodia. 

She was due to take up her PhD 
studies earlier this year, but due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic, she has 

delayed the commencement of her 
research in Australia.

“Lengsea’s story is a practi-
cal example of how the Australia 
Awards Scholarships is helping the 
Cambodian health sector respond to 
Covid-19 and how the programme is 
making a real difference in the lives 
of Cambodians.

“Her decision to delay the start of 
her scholarship due to circumstances 
surrounding Covid-19 provided an 
opportunity for her to assist in Cam-
bodia’s fight against the pandemic. 

“Lengsea’s sense of duty is testa-
ment to her high calibre as a person 

and as a scholar. We are proud to call 
her an Australia Awards alumni.

“I recently heard a proverb which 
says: ‘If your plan is for five years, 
plant rice; if your plan is for 50 
years, plant trees; if your plan is 
for 100 years, invest in educating 
people.’ That is what the Australia 
Awards Scholarships programme is 
about – investing in Cambodia’s hu-
man capital,” said Kang.

The Ambassador added that de-
mand for Australian education has 
continued to grow in 2020. 

There are currently some 2,500 
Cambodians enrolled in Australian 
institutions — a 15 per cent increase 
on the same period last year. Australia 
also remains the number one English-
language destination of choice for 
self-funded Cambodian students.

However, the flow of students is 
not one-way – over 2,500 young 
Australians travelled to the Kingdom 
to undertake internships, training 
opportunities or studies since 2014 
under the New Colombo Plan. 

“When Cambodians and Austra-
lians live and learn together, they 
create connections for life – they 
develop a deeper understanding of 
our respective cultures and are more 
likely to work together in the future 
to advance our shared interests.

“Australia’s relationship with 
Cambodia is built on generations of 
people-to-people links, which are 
stronger than ever before, thanks to 
educational exchanges,” said Kang.

The deadline for applications for 
Australia Awards Scholarships has 
been extended until June 30 to ac-
commodate applicants affected by the 
Covid-19 outbreak. 

There are some 2,500 Cambodian students enrolled in Australian institutions. 

Scholarship recipient Lengsea Eng. 

Australia Awards an investment in Kingdom
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OKNHA Dr Mengly J Quach, 
the founder, chairman and 
CEO of MJQ Education, the 
parent company of the Aii 

Language Center (Aii) and the Ameri-
can Intercon School (AIS), has offered 
his thanks to students, parents and 
teachers as the Kingdom tackles the 
global Covid-19 pandemic.

However, the veteran educator also 
issued a note of warning as education-
al institutions struggle with the effects 
of the school lockdown, sending a 
strong signal that the Kingdom’s edu-

cation sector is at a critical juncture.
“Most people have come together 

and joined hands in this difficult time. 
I would like to thank my staff for their 
dedication and their time. They keep 
working hard, and I truly appreciate 
their understanding.

“I would also like to thank parents 
and students. I truly appreciate their 
understanding and how they have 
stepped up in these difficult times,” 
he said.

With the education sector increas-
ingly feeling the strain, Quach made 

a heartfelt plea for further under-
standing and assistance. In the midst 
of an unprecedented crisis buffeting 
the global economy, he called on the 
Kingdom’s landlords and parents to 
see the “bigger picture”.

“For those who have not joined 
hands yet to tackle the situation 
together, I appeal to them to look at 
the bigger picture, and what will be 
the impact if there are no schools for 
our children. There is going to be a 
huge impact on our children and the 
economy unless people are aware of 
the broader situation.

“It took 30 years for the Cambodian 
education system to get to where it is 
today; if it was to collapse, it could 
not rebound quickly. I estimate 80 per 
cent of the Kingdom’s private schools 
could close if this situation continues 
for another two months.

“Most schools have to lease their 
buildings, and they rely on more than 
just tuition fees to keep running. If 
landlords ignore the seriousness of the 
situation and refuse to help regarding 
rent, and parents demand discounts or 
even do not pay, schools are not going 
to survive for long,” he cautioned.

The Cambodian-American educa-
tionist, medical doctor, entrepreneur 
and philanthropist said the entire 
system would be overwhelmed should 
his prediction be borne out.

“What would happen to the 
students if all these private schools 
closed? In past situations when even 
one school folded, there was a such a 
struggle – the government, the Min-
istry of Education, Youth and Sport, 
higher education organisations, school 
associations, we all struggled to solve 
the situation. 

“Now imagine if the majority of 
private schools closed, how could 
the government be able to take over 
all the students affected? I think this 
would be a very difficult time for the 
government, the parents and  
the private sector.

“It is so difficult when the gov-

ernment and institutions ask for 
assistance, but some people refuse to 
help. It is a difficult time for us and 
other small businesses, and this is 
made worse when some people are 
short-sighted and fail to see the big-
ger picture,” he said.

Quach warned that such a crisis in 
the education sector would have seri-
ous repercussions on the Kingdom’s 
economy as a whole.

“There would be a drastic domino 
effect across the economy. What 
would happen to the huge number of 
staff members who would lose their 
jobs, not to mention the students 
unable to complete their studies?” 
he said.

To counter this, he called for a 
concerted effort from all stakeholders 
to ensure the private education sector 
weathers the storm.

“It is essential that landlords and 
parents understand the seriousness 
of the situation and act accordingly. 
It would be nice if the government 
intervened and perhaps proposed a 
certain amount of money as a buffer, 
to lend to these institutions to ensure 
these schools survive,” Quach said.

The founder of Aii and AIS, whose 
institutions have grown to teach some 
14,500 students since being founded 
in 2005, said passion was the secret to 
the success of his schools.

“You do not work in education to 
make money – you have to have pas-
sion. It is all about passion, how you 
love this field; how you are going to 
enrich the children; how you want to 
help Cambodians improve themselves. 

“It is very sad that people some-
times don’t understand the passion 
that we put into education,” he said. 

Mengly J Quach offers outbreak response 
thanks, cautions sector at critical juncture
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Quach has called for a concerted effort from all stakeholders to protect the education sector. 

The Cambodian-American philanthropist says education is ‘about passion’. 

Aii and AIS now teach some 14,500 students since being founded in 2005.

Oknha Dr Mengly J Quach, the founder, chairman and CEO of MJQ Education, has called on landlords and parents to see the ‘bigger picture’ as the Kingdom tackles the global Covid-19 pandemic. 
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Q Can you tell me more about the 
new offer of two academic years 

for $5,000 per year?
The first 100 students who enrol 

at our school will enjoy a special dis-
counted school fee of $5,000 per year 
for the next two years (2020-21 and 
2021-22). Those who enrol from now 
until August this year will enjoy this 
promotional school fee. The promo-
tion is to further provide an afford-
able and accessible quality education, 
especially during these economically 
challenging times. 

Q How does this compare with other 
international schools in Phnom 

Penh?
Compared to other international 

schools in Phnom Penh, we are rela-
tively affordable in terms of school 
fees as we are offering fixed prices for 
primary level from Year 1 to Year 6. 

We do not charge parents any 
annual capital fees, unlike other in-
ternational schools, and our research 
shows Invictus is significantly more 
affordable than seven of our major 
competitors – on average between 
around $1,596 and $9,250 a year.

Q Some schools have raised their 
prices. How is Invictus positioned 

on this?
We continue to stand by our com-

mitment to provide top quality edu-
cation at accessible prices to parents 
in Cambodia. While some interna-
tional schools have raised their prices 
during these difficult times, Invictus 
has chosen to further reduce our ac-
cessible price from $8,000 per year to 
$5,000 per year. 

Children who are unable to come 
to our Phnom Penh campus can at-
tend our online virtual campus www.
invictus.family at an even more ac-
cessible price of $4,000 per year.      

Q What challenges have you faced 
setting up the new campus as the 

Covid-19 crisis intensified?
The coronavirus situation certainly 

brings challenges for everyone; how-
ever, technology has offered us great 
workaround solutions. Parents can 
simply visit our website to learn more 
about our school, our experienced 
teachers, our convenient location, 
robust curriculum, comfortable 
library and splendid campus. 

We are also doing “Meet the 
Principal and Teachers” ses-
sions via video conferencing 
to let all parents and potential 
students see and hear from 
their school leaders to make 
an informed decision about 
whether our school is right  
for them. 

Q Has the outbreak affected your 
original plans?

The crisis has brought about a lot 
of inconvenience. At the same time, 
we believe in the spirit of resilience, 
and we will overcome all challenges 
to provide accessible, high-quality 
education. One important value that is 
highlighted at Invictus is the value of 
resilience. We believe in persevering 
and striving for progress.  

Q Will you be conducting long-distance 
learning?

In addition to offering home-
based learning to students of Invic-
tus International School, Invictus 
is now offering a “virtual campus” 
concept – www.invictus.family – to 
offer full-time home-based learning 
to students worldwide. Grade 1 to 
Grade 6 students can now enrol in the 
Invictus Family to attend daily lessons 
following a structured timetable taught 
by qualified and experienced teachers 
from Invictus International School.  

This is the first full-time virtual 
campus by the international school, 
after establishing 
three physical 
campuses in 
Singapore 
and two in 
Hong Kong, 
with the 
latest now 
in Phnom 
Penh.  

We are us-
ing a combina-
tion of Zoom 

for video conferencing and Google 
Classroom to conduct our home-based 
learning (HBL) lessons.

Q How has Invictus reacted to the 
challenges caused by the outbreak? 

The current situation has caused 
some difficulties and delays. At the 
same time, if we respond positively and 
successfully to these challenges, these 
problems need not be stumbling blocks. 
We can use this experience as a step-
ping stone to growth and success. For 
example, Invictus is now using tech-
nology more effectively and actively to 
teach and engage our students. 

Our teachers use Google Classroom 
and Google Meet to connect with our 

students and educate them daily. 
We have also established a 

virtual campus named 
Invictus Family to 
provide high-quality, 
home-based online 
learning. However, 
our commitment 
to delivering top-
quality education 
at accessible 
school fees will 
never change. 

Q What 
lessons have 

you learned from 

your more established campuses during 
the crisis?

We increased our capabilities to use 
a variety of online tools, platforms 
and resources to make learning more 
engaging. We have shared our best 
practices and learning experiences 
among our campuses. 

Q Will you be adopting any of these in 
the Phnom Penh campus?

Indeed, we will be sharing our 
knowledge, skills, experiences and best 
practices with our team in Phnom Penh 
to further provide excellent education. 

Q Will you be repositioning the school 
because of the crisis?

We will continue to stay true to our 
mission of providing accessible quality 
education that nurtures individuals 
in innovative and inspiring ways to 
be lifelong learners who contribute 
positively for a better tomorrow. 

We will continue to use online 
resources effectively to complement 
and enhance the education provided 
by our teachers. 

Q How are you going to continue to 
guarantee educational excellence?

We will through the selection of 
excellent school leaders and teachers, 
as well as the provision of an effective 
curriculum, good facilities and re-

sources, provide an excellent education 
to successfully nurture our students. 

Q How do you see the crisis affecting 
the educational landscape in 

Cambodia? 
There will be a new normal, with 

a greater emphasis on hygiene and 
wellbeing. The crisis has raised the 
awareness of the importance of health 
and teamwork in ensuring the well-
being of society.   

Q Invictus means “unconquerable”. 
How has the school demonstrated 

this during this time?
Invictus Family home-based learn-

ing was born of the “unconquerable” 
spirit of Invictus. We have received 
many enquiries from informed parents 
from Cambodia, Singapore, Japan, 
Taiwan, Korea and many more. We be-
lieve this is a new era for home-based 
learning. Hence, we will be offering 
secondary classes based on the Cam-
bridge secondary curriculum, IGCSE 
and even A Levels come August.   

Q How do you see the crisis affecting 
the education sector in general and 

in the region?
Educators will need to be adaptable, 

and quality education should be avail-
able to students in school as well as 
at home. There will also be increased 
demand for high-quality education. 

Q Will technology play an even bigger 
role? Do you see digital learning 

being integrated more into Invictus 
classrooms?

Technology is playing an increas-
ingly important role, especially during 
this phase of home-based learning. 
The knowledge, dedication and dili-
gence of our teachers in using digital 
learning truly will further contribute 
to the successful educational experi-
ence of our students.  

Q What positives can be taken from 
the current situation?

We have further realised the impor-
tance of quality education and team-
work. We also learned to optimise 
the use of technology in promoting 
education and communication. In 
times of crisis, there are opportunities. 
During these challenging times, we 
can also nurture the Invictus qualities 
of resilience, respect, care, collabora-
tion, excellence and joyous lifelong 
learning.   

Q What advice do you have at the 
moment for students and teachers, 

as well as the wider community?
Let us continue to stay safe and 

well. Let us also use this opportunity 
to learn successfully and grow in 
terms of our knowledge and skills. 
Together, let us develop the positive 
values that will enable us to thrive in 
the times ahead. 

Join Clive Swale, the principal of 
Invictus International School Phnom 
Penh, for a free parents talk on Fri-
day, May 15, from 12pm-1pm. Scan 
the QR code below to find out more 
and to register.
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‘Unconquerable’ Invictus ensuring 
quality education during Covid crisis
With the global 
coronavirus outbreak 
bringing uncertainty  
to Cambodia’s education 
sector, Clive Swale, the 
principal of Invictus 
International School 
Phnom Penh, talks to 
The Post about the 
institution’s efforts 
to bring its accessible 
quality education to 
the Kingdom.

The Invictus offer is to further provide accessible quality education.

Clive Swale, the principal of Invictus International School Phnom Penh.

The first 100 students who enrol at Invictus International School Phnom Penh will receive a special discounted fee. 
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